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This report provides a detailed review and analysis of the operational
and environmental circumstances relating to the advance rates in six different

i operations of World War IIe¢_ (a) German 7th Panzer Div. in the Ardennes and

¢ Flanders, May 1940; (b) German)XLVII Panzer Corps, 18th Panzer Div., and 29th
Motorized Div. .n Ru<51 , /Nov=Dec 1941; (c) German XL Panzer Corps and 3d Pz
Div, in Russia, July-Augy1942; (d) US VI[Corps, lst Inf,Div., 9th Inf. Div.,
and 34 Armored Div, in -rance, Aug-Sep 1944; (e) US XX Corps and 7th Armored
Div. in PFrance, Aug-Sep;1944; and (f) US XII Corps and 4th Armored Div in
Lorraine, Nov~Doc 1944~ General conclusions are: (1) it is feasible to deter-
mine historical rates of advance of large forces in combat and to identify the
operational and environmental factors influencing those rates of advance; (2)
it is likely that force ratios, however they may be calculated, do not influencd
rates of advance, but that sustained advances are probably not possible unless
a threshold force ratio superiority has been achieved; and (3) the analysis
dinitiated in this feasibility study cannot be completed without a larger data
base., BAn approach to the formulatior. of *normalized? advance rates for
differing taccical situations is also demonstrated,
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SIMMARY

This study report includes detailed reviews and analyses 0%
the operational and environmental circumstances relaving to the
advance rates of large units in six operations of World War II:

(a) German 7th Panzer Division in the Ardennes and Flanders, May
1940; (b) German XLVII Panzer Corps, 18th Panzer Division, and

29th Motorized Division in Russia, November-December 1941;

(c) German XL Panzer Corps and 3d Panzer Division in Russia, July-
August 1542; (d) US VII Corps, lst Infantry Division, 9th Infantry
Division, and 3d Armored Division in France, August-September 1944;
(e) US XX Corps and 7th Armored Division in France, August - September
1944; and (f) US XII Corps and 4th Armored Division in Lorraine,
November~Decembzr 1944,

The general conclusions of the study are: (1) it is feasible
to ¢:termine historical rates of advance of large forces in combat
and to identify the operational and environmental factors influencing
those rates of advancs; (2) it is likely that force ratios, however
they may te calculated, do not influence rates of advance, but that
sustained advances are probably not possible unless a threshold
force ratio superiority has been achieved; ard (3) the analysis
initiated in this feasibility study cannot be completed without a
larger data base.

The report also suggests a method for calculation of '"nornalized”
advance rates for standard teactical situations, which can then be
modified to reflect specific operational and environmzntal circum-
stances., Using tentative factors, this method is demonstrated in
the study, producing rangas, and averages, of rates of advance for
five different: categories of operastional situation.
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OPPOSED_RATES OF ADVANCE OF LARGE
FORCES IN EUROPE (ORALEORE)

I. INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Nature of Study

The Terms of Reference for this study are contained in Appendix
A, This is the Work Statement prepared by tie Dffice of the Deputy
Chief of Staff of the U,S, Rrmy for Operations (2DCSOPS), based
upon an unsolicited proposal for a feasibility study on this subject
submitted to the Derpartment of the Army by the Historical Eveluaticn
and Research Organization (HERO) in 1971.

AT T ST P PR i 3. R KNS 1N [T AR X PR

The study obiective, as stated in the VWork Statement, was "to
broaden the data base, imprcve the logical structure of current
!E rates of advance tables and determine the influence of factors, in
addition to force ratios, on the cates of advance.®

In pursuing the objective HERO's purpose was to provide insight
into some of the basic problems of dealinyg with rates of advance
in wargeminy ard simulations of the US Army by attempting to ascertain
whether historical combat experience provides a basis for calculating
rates of advance oi large forces (divisions and corps); by examining
the assumption, accepted as valid in current models and viargames,
that rates of advance can be related directly to the force ratios
of opposing military forces; and by analyzing the factors that have
influenced rates of advance in historical combat,; to determine their
significance, their relative importance, and their interrelationship.
The ultimate result was intended to indicate the feasibility of using
historical data to develop rates of acvance inputs suitable for use
in simulations of modern greund combat.

By a thorough examinaticn of six operations in World War II,
it was also expected that a considerable body of information would
7 be assembled that would throw light on operational processes involved
- in the movements of large forces in combat.




Methodology

Within a specified level of professional effort, established by
HERO,l and within the narrow time limits set by the client, HERO
researclhiers examined six different operations of World Wa: II,
involving sustained movements of large forces over periods of time
from two to five weeks. These six operations, presented in more
detailed tabular form in Appendix B, are:

A, The Geeman 7th Panzer Division in the Brdennes and
landers, 10-26 May 1940;

B, The German XLVII Panzer Corps, 18th Panzer Livision,
and 29th Motorized Division in central Russia, 13
November-3 December 1941;

C. The German XL Panzer Corps and 3d Panzer Division in
southeast Russia, 21 July-23 August 1942;

D. The US VII Corps, lst Infantry Division, 9th Infantry
Division, and 3d Armored Division in northern France,
14 August=12 September 1944,

E. The US XX Corps and 7th Armored Division in northern
France, 14 August-11l September 1944; and

3

. The US XII Corps and 4th Armored Division in Lorraine,
8 November-7 Deczmber 1944,

These operations were selected from a list suggested by HERC
of about 20 possibie World War II operations involving sustained
movement and substantial combaet, The principal criterion ror
selection wa: the availability of relicble data for the opposing
forces, particularly in order to be able to evaluate the effacts of
possible influencing factors on the advancing force, It was not
possible to include examples of Soviet advances against German
for.es, because sufficient data was not available for Russian forces,
It should be noted, however, that in the process of the research
it was discovered that there is a distinct possibility of finding
adequate, reasonably reliable data on Soviet operations against
German forces; if so_ such data can be related to the relatively
rich resources cf German data on operations on the Russian front,
available or. microfilm in the US National Archives,

In some instances, in the process of selecting operations fcr
analysis, it was found that data for one American or German division

lhese estimates were based upo:. earlier, comparable research,
mostly on World War II operations in Italy.

2




‘% was less complete, or less well-organized than that for other divi-

1 sions in comparable operations, In such instances, in the light of

E the strict limitations on time available for the study, HERO selected
3 those operations for which the data was most readily accessible.

The Brmy's Study Advisory Group (SRG) was kept informed of the pro-
gress of this process of selection,

i

Early in the study HERO prepared a list of the data which would
be sought from the records for each of these operations. This list,
contained in Appendix C, provided guidance for the HERO researchers
who were extracting the data from US and German records. As will
be ncted wihere appropriate in the body of this report, it was not
always posiible to find all of thic data. In some instances gaps
in data could be filled by interpolation or extrapolation on the
bacis of professional military or historical experience, HERO
researchers d.d not feel sufficiently familiar with Soviet military
practice to attempt any such gap-filling in the somewhat sketchy
Soviet data which was available in the German records.,

Also early in the study HERO prepared a list of the factors
which appeared likely to have influenced rates of advaiice in World
War II operations, This list, contained in Rppendix D, has pro-
vided the basis for the -nalysis.

Lol il el b R e D it

In order to examine the assumption that rates of advance can

be directly related to force ratios and to analyze the factors that

t have influenced rates of advance in historical combat, HLRO has used
its method of analysis known ac The Quantified Judgment Method of
Analysis of historical Combat (2JMA), (The method is briefly des-
cribed in Appendix E.) This method includes the calculation of fire-
power scores for all weapons involved in an engagement and modifica-
tion of these scores by factors representing the iniluence of such
variables as terrain, weather, posture, combat effectiveness, mobility
and vulnerahility. i

In addition to the QJMA analysis, HERO has prepared a matrix
which relates all the elements and factors influencing the rate of
advance in each of the six cperations. These matrices indicate
clearly those areas for which information was not available,

Problems Encountered

The principal problem encountered was the limitation of time
in which to do the study. It proved to ke impossible to complete
the research and analysis for &ll six operations within the level
of effort and the length of time provided., Problems of locszting,
translating, recording, and analyzing data consumed more time than
was provided, with the result that some of the potential sources 4
could not be completely exploited, It was decided to attempt to

;15 3
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complete the QJMA calculations and analysis for Operations F, E,
ané D in that order, with the result that only I' and E could be
corpleted with the time and effort availsble for the study,

The data immediately available for Operations B and C was not
sufficient to permit calculation of the reiztive combat strengths
of the opposing German and Russian forces. Nor was it possible
within the limitations of this study to do the research in records
of British and French forces necessary to secure accurate statis-
tical information for Operation A. Consequently the analyses of
these operations are based only on the information shown in the
matrix. BAlso, because of chancing corps boundaries, it has be'rn
necessary tc study Operation A only from the point of view of the
7th Panzer Division. 1In Operation C translation and detailed
explcitation of records of the 3¢ Panzer Division has not been
possible, and the analysis has been made entirely on the nasis of
XL Corps records.

Despite the incomplete nature of the information developed in
Operations A, B, and C, sufficient material has been available toc
make a productive analysis of these operations., The variety of
conditions and types of combat studies in Operations U, L, ad F
has made it possible to draw from them the firm conciusior.s not per-
mitted by the other three, and in particular to make significant
cbservations on the effects of force ratios on the rates of advance.

The Matrix Analysis

The matrix analysis sheets present in tabular form on a dJdaily
basis the data assembled for this study from Vorld War II records
which appears to have a relation to the rate of advence in each
operation., BAs such it summarizes informetion in the narratives,
in the operational summaries, in the operational statistics and
force comparisons, and ia some cases estimates based unon firm
information, Estimated in Operations A, B, C, and D are the force
ratios, and relative combat effectiveness, relative mobility effec-
tiveness and intensity of combat, For Operations E and F these
have been calculated by the Quantified Juc;ment Method {QM).

Intensity of opposition to advance is the historian's estimate
from the narrative, and from an assessment of relative casualties
suffered on each side, of the tenacity of the defender's resistance
to the attacker's advance on any given day. It bears no relation-
ship to fcrce ratio, but rather is an effort to reflect the inter-
action of those advancing and defending eiements whirh were engaged
on a given day--elemenrts which were frequentrly only a rolotively
small fraction of the total forces availahle on both sides, Intensity
of opposition to advance should not be confused with intensity of
combat,




Letters and comparative values for vacious items are explained
on the sheet facing the macrix sheet, The figures deraved by the
OJM are explained in Appendix E,.

The following members of the HERO staff participated in this
study: Grace P, Hayes, Director of Research and study coordinator,
Paul Martell, Lucille M. Petterson, Frank L.Pichinji and John u. Rabb.
Organization, preparation and production of the report was tle
responsibility of Billie P. Davis, with the assistance of liary J.
Picard, The undsrsigned, as Executive Director of HERO ana a member
of the research tcam, assumes full responsibility for the report
and its conclusions,

Dwiy Loring, Va,, T.N, Dupuy
28 hugust 1972 Executive Director




II, OPLRATIONS

A. Avdennes-Flanders Offensive, 10-24 May 1940
7th Panzer Division

Situation, 10 May

After the rapid German conauest of Poland in September 1939
there followed months in which the westecn front was cuiet, while
for one reason or another the Germans delayed attacking across the
frontier into Belgium, Holland, and France, During that time
German plans changed several times. The one that was finally
executed in May 1940 had as its objective the isolation and destruction
of Allied forces north and .est of Sedan. Two Army Groups vore
behind the border, ready to participate. Of these Army Grcup A,
commanded by General Gerd von Ruadstedt, was to carry out t..e main
attack, striking through the Ardennes with 45 divisions, spear-
headed by seven panzer and three motorized divisions. On the north,
Rrmy Group B would occupy Holland and maintain pressure against the

(S“ Belgisn area north of Liege.
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On the left of Army Group A, General von Kleist's Panzer group,
consisting of the XIX Panzer Corps under Guderian and the XLI
Panzer Corps under Reinhardt, with a total of five panzer and three
motorized divisions, was tc strike toward the Meuse at Montherme
and Sedan. On the right the Fourth Army under von Kluge was to
drive across the Meuse near Dinant. Two divisions formed the Fourth
Army front, the 7th Panzer under Genefal Rommel on the left, and
the 5th Panzer Division on the right.

Facing the Germans along the French border were 42 French and
British diwisions, the French forces organized as the First Group
of Armies, under commend of General Billotte, Putting their Zaith
in the Maginot Line and the natural defenses of the Ardennes Forest,

1 Although postwar studies generally state that th2se two
divisions were in the XXXIX Corps, as shown in thie Order of Battle
that follows this narrative onfficial contemporary records indicate
that as of 10 May the 7th Panzer Division was attached to the
II Corps, and during most of the period covered in this study was
attached to the XV Corps, becoming part of the XXXIX on 21 May.
Sance it has nct yet been possible to study corps records nu
explanation for this can be given.

A-1l
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the French had their weskest forces in the area where the main
attack of the German Mrmy Group R was to come. Since the pelgians
had pursued a policy of strict neutrality between the wars, the
French and British remained on tue French side of the Franco-Belgian
border, From left to right, the French Seventh Army was holding
from the coast to Lille, the aine divisions of the British Expedi-
tionary Force tiere around Lille, the First Army w.s from Lille to
the Sambre River, the Ninth faced the Ardennes, and the Second
tilled the rest of the front to the Maginot Line (see map).
Convinced that the major attack would come through Belgium to the
north, when the Germans crossed the border into Belgium vn 10 May
1940, in accordance with prewar plans the French and British armies
of the First Group of Armies advanced to aid the Belgians,

10 May

During the nigat of 9/10 May the German units of Jrmy Group A
assemblea in the Eifel, just west of the border. .in the early
morning hours the 58th [ngineer Battdlion cleared the path of the
7th FPanzer Divisiorn of border obstacles and various ohstructions
between Geiling and two kilometers west of Montleban. At 0535
the first elements of the division broke through the horder defenses
on the hills west of Maspelt, east of Espeler, and north of Durler,
as well as in the area around Geiling, The 1lst Bettalion, 6th Rifle
Regyiment, led the advance, meeting no resistance in the largely
undefended area. At 1500 the first fighting occurred, when che
7th Motorcycle Battalion encountered Belgien troops on the defense
line west of Montleban, The battalion attacked and broke through
to contirue its aavance, Moving vapidly forward, the division
reached the hills around Chabrehez, about 3% kilometers west-
southwest of Tailles.

The division command post at 0500 had arrived in Winterspelt,

1l May 1940

In the morning the division advanced through numerous defense
points toward the Ourthe River, passing through Marcourt, Beffe and
Laroche, At 1030 it crossed the river at all three places, fording
the :iver near Beffe, crossing on a hastily constructed duckboard
trea.day bridgye near a bridge that had been destroved near Marcourt
#nd Crossing on a bridge at Laroche, Later a 1l6-ton bridge was
built near Marcourt.

During the afternoon reconnaissance troops of the 37th Panzer
Reconnaissance Battalion encountered French motorized reconnaissance

A-2




¢ eg units west of tne Ourthe River, and drove then off, Late in the
afternoon, west of Waha, the 7th Reinforced Motorcycle Battalion

engaged a French mecharized force, supported by tanks and artillery,

Artillery fire from the 6th Battery, 78th Artillery Regiment,

dispersed the French., An attack by Frenci tanks on this battery

] in the evening was beaten off.

The 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion took Marche. The
otn Reinforced Rifle Regiment turned back weak enemy forces near
E Roy anag advanced to the line Hendre-Harsin,

There was no contect with the German divisions on either flank.

12 May

At 0700 the division continued the advance to the Meuse from
the line Marcihe-Harsin., The 25th Panzer Regiment (minus the 2d
Battalion) e.icountered French mechanized forces with numerous
antitank guns and artillery »n the line Haversin-Forsee at 0900,
After a stiff fight the Germsns Dbroke through at 1025 and pushed
ahead toward the hills west of Leignon, which they reached at 1230.

The Reinforced 7th Rifle Regiment advanced on the left, en-
countering French defenders near Ychippe and northwest of Chevetogne
but proceeding toward Achene,

French tenks attacked the 25th Fanzer Regiment from the northwest
in the early afternoon but were driven off, At 1450 the regiment
reached the area north of Freche Try, four kilometers east of the
Meuze River, One company of tanks, with a battalion of the 7th
Rifle Reyiment, recched the Meuse near Dinant at 1645, cépturing
pert of the city. 7The bridges over the Meuse there had been blown
up, anua French artillery on the west bank was prepared to prevent
a crossing, As other units advanced to the river in the late
afternoon and evening, there was heavy fighting along the rivcr
bank, supported by fire from the west bank of the Meuse, 7The east
bank between Dinant and Houx was held by the Germans as the Gay
2nded,

The advance detacrunent ¢f the Sth Panzer Division -- one panzer
regiment and one motorcycle battalion, under Col, Werner -- which
had been attached to the 7th Psnzer Division at noon because it was
so far in front of the rest of its division, ©reached the bridye
over the Meuse near Yvoir at 1800, The French blew up the bridge
just as a Mark IV tank was crossing.

In preparation for an attack across the river, the 7th Panzer
Divisic.: artillery and 23d Antiaircraft Batteclion took up positions
on the hills east of it. Ccvering the open left flank of the
Givision were the 2d Battalion, 25th Panzer Regiment, the 37th Panzer
Reconnaissence Battalion, and the lst Battalion, 6th Rifle Regiment.
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Ammunition and fuel depots were well behind the front, east
of Samree, to which supplies were carried from St. Vith, about
100 kilometers, by track, Because of the roads clogged with traffic
there were temporary delasrs in getting fuel to the front,

13 Max

The three panzer corps moved into position to make an all-out
éttempt to cross the Meuse, ac Sedan, between Revin and Montherme,
ara between Annee and Dinant, The 7th Panzer Division's attack
began before dawn, when the 7th Motorcycle Battalion, reinforced
with one combat engineer company, and the 6th Rifle Regiment,
reinforced with antitank elements, captured a crossing about 800
meters south of Houx at 0430 and established a bridgehead. Crossing
in : ober boats, the motorcycle battalion advanced to take Grange.
Fartaer south, the 7th Rifle Regiment, reinforced by a combat
enjineer company, also secured a crossing near Leffe, about one
kilometer north of Dinant. One company crossed before Frencl: gunfire
destroyed so many boats that the crossing wias halted,

The German attackers had the support of division artillery,
which had been moved into place during the night, and German aircraft
off and or during the Fay, On the west bank the French defenses
were strong and well concealed, including blockhouses, bunkers,
cstone walls and field fertifications, with machine guns and antitank
guns as well as artillery, which fired continually on the east bank
throughout the day. Once the Germans crossed the river, however,
the going was easier against the French 18th Infantry Division,
which had just arrived in the area and was short of antitank guns,
and the badly mauled 1lst Cavalry Division,

Several times during the day and in the evening French infartry
and tanks counterattacked the Germsns in the northern bridgehead,
supporting their attacks with concentrated artillery fire. Although
they managed to retake some points the 7th Motorcycle Battalion
had taken on the hill nedr Grange, the Germans managed to hold
the bridgehead,

Lt Rommel's direction two field howitzerz of the 78th Artillery
Regiment concentrated their fire on specific targets near the river,
and some Panzer Mark IIIs and IVs drove slowly north on the east
bank, firing across at the French uefenses,

Tne southern bridgehead was attacked at dusk by about two
companies of French tanks, coming from the direction of Sommiere
towserd Bouvignes. At the hills west of Bouvignes antitank elements
of the 7th Rifle Regiment drove off the attackers,
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By nightfall the first tank and armored scout car had crossed
the river, Rommel ordered the tanks of the panzer regiment to be
taken across during the night., He also ordered the 7th Rifle
Regiment to advance against Onhaye, five kilometers southwest of
the crossing near Leffe, and directed the 78th Artillery Regiment,
elements of the Panzer Regiment, and the 86th Light Antiaircraft
Bettalion to support the forces on the west bank,

The artillery ammunition depot supplying the 7th Panzer Division
was in Habschied, Germany, about 100 kilometers behind the front.
In the morning of 13 May three motorized columns were sent there
for artillery and mortar ammunition, expected to return the following
day. The fuel supply was presenting a problem. Beccuse of the
clogged roads various supply trains could not get throug' . Since
the rmy had not moved depots forward, the division was still
depencent on the depot at St. Vith, The situation had been omewhat
eased by the discovery of a large Allied fuel depot, with about
200,000 liters of gas.

French planes attacked the advancing columns near Leignon at
2000 and strarfed the town,

To the south, both Guderian's and Reinhardt's corps had also
gained bridgeheads on the west bank of the Meuse during the atter-
noon, at Sedan and Montherme respectively,

14 May

During the day French and British aircraft repeatedly bombed
the Meuse crossings, concentrating the bulk of their effort against
the bridge on which Guderian was moving the tanks of his three
divisions across the river, It was a costly operation, for the
French lost 40 planes and the British 41 during the day. Toe
Luftwaife meanwhile struck hard and repeatedly at the Frencrh .iint)
Army, hitting its command posts, its roads, its line of comminica..cns,
and making it impossible for reinforcements to he moved up., The
army was withdrawing in confusion, with its artillery and guns
immobilized and its infantry avoiding open country or travelling
in trucks away from the front.

The French lst Armorad Division had been taken by train on
12 May to a point east of Charleroi. At noon on the 1l4th it was
ordered to proceed to the area of Dinant to participate in the
battle. 89 clogged were the roads with civilians éend soldiers that
it was 2030 when the leading tanks resched Flavion, about 20
kilometers from the Meuse, having covered nearly 50 kilometers
in seven hours,
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The 7th Rifle Regimert, heavily supported by antitank elements,
advanced from the southern bridgehead during the night to Onhaye,
overrunning numerous enemy positions and encountering stiff resistance
as it approached the town. Soon after daybreak word reached Rommel
that the regiment was encircled near Onhaye, and he at once sent the
tharty tanks of the 25th Panzer Regiment which had crossed the river
and scme panzer reconnaissence trocps to help the encircled unit.

It turned out, however, the: the message had been misunderstood,
The regimept had simply arrived and was not oncircled, During a
maneuver to move into an assembly area north of Onhaye heavy anti-
tank fire from two 75mn batteries at a distance of S00 meters
suddenly hit the tanks, knocking out several and slightly wounding
General Rommel, The Germans withdrew until evening, when the 25th
Panzer Regiment secured the assembly area.

At 1930 tbhe 25th Panzer Regiment, followec by the 7th Rifle
Regiment, advanced to Morville, accompanied by General Rommel.
On the eastern outskirts of Morville stiff resistance was met, and
antitank fire from the northwest struck the flank of the advancing
Germens, However, the objective was reached and taken at 2230.
Artillery, antiaircraft guns, and the 8th Machine Gun Battalion were
brought up during the nignt.

In the northern bridgehead, meanwhile, French tanks in strength
attacked the defenders at dawn but were driven off., Later in the
day the 6th Rifle Regiment, supported by part of the 25th Panzer
Regiment, advanced to Sommiers and then southwest to Weillen,

15 May

At 0130 General Corap, commanding the French Ninth Army,
decided to abandon the Meuse north of Sedan and fall back on a
line Pocroi-Signy l'Abbaye-Omont. In front of the 7th Panzer
Division this meant e line about 15 miles from the Meuse. The with-
drawal opened a gap through which the German panzer: sped,

The French lst IArmored Division, which had passed the night
in the area Emeton sur Biert-Flavion, advanced to the west of the
road Anthee-Dinant. It was soon engaged with units of the 7th énd
Sth Panzer Divisions, in a battle that lasted all day.

The 7th Panzer Division, after a quiet night in the area of
Morville-Gerin, launched an attack toward Philippeville~Cerfontaine
at 1000, The 25th Panzer Regiment, with Ceneral Rommel, led the
attacking force, followed by the 37th Reconnaissance Battalion,
some artillery, and the 7th Rifle Brigade, Artillery covered the
flanks of the advancing column, and dive bombers supported the
attack by striking at Philippeville, A battle developed in the
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vicinity of Flaviocn at 1030 between the 25th Panzer Regiment and a
French tank unit, including some heavy tanks., 3even of the heavy
tanks were destrcyed, and the French withdrew, However, French
armorec units continued to attack in that area for the next few
hours, and German artillery and antitank guns supported the 37th
Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion, which was given the job of driving
off the French. In all, 12 heavy and 14 light Prench tanks were
cGestroyed in the fighting.

The 25th Panzer Regiment meanwhile had continued to advance
toward Philippeville, FEast of the town the Germans destroyed more
French tanks and antitank guns, The Germens passed the north edge
of the town at 1300 and continued westward, French mciorized
columns northwest and southwest of the town were driven off by
the advancing 25th Regiment, with close support from artillery.

AL 1540 the day's objective, Cerfontaine, was reacted.

The 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battelion and elements cf the
7th Rifle Regiment, following the 25th Panzer Regiment, ran into
difficulty as they emerged from the woods 3 miles east of Philippe-
ville, Strong French forces with machine guns and antitank guns
were holding the forest one kilometer northeast of Vocedee and
Villers le Gambon, In the afternoon a German motorcycle compeny
and a panzer reconnaissance company, supported by < battery of
artillery, attacked these defenders,

In the meantime General Rommel, in order to reestablish contact
witr the division elements that were following the 25th Panzer
Regiment, turned back with a reiniorced panzer company tcward
Pnilippeville, West of Philippeville at 1730 a French motorcycle
battelion was encountered and forced to surrender. A hali hour
later French defenders of Samart, near Neuilly south of Philippe-
ville, were driven out to the south, At 1340 the reinforcad panzer
company launched a surprise attack near Vocedee and captured three
medium and ten light French tanks, teking them along. Shortly
thereaiter contact was reestabliched northeast of Philippeville
between Rommel and the rest of the division. Rommel promptly
turned around and led those elements, including the 8th Machine
Gun Bottalion, through Senzeille into the area which had been
teken by the panzer regimeitc, where they established a defense on
the hills west of Cerfontaine, During the night the 7th Rifle
Ragiment silenced a Frencl battery near Soumoy.

Advancing on the right of che 7th Panzexr DPdivision, the 5th
Panrer Division's panzer brigade attacked and destroyed a strong
French tank force in the area of Flavion, On the left Guderian and
Reinhardt also were advancing rapidly to the west,

Between them the 7th and 5th Panzer Divisions hed virtually
annihilated the French 1lst Armored Division. The 1lst Demi-brigade
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was engaged in bitter fighting until 1730. In the 28th Bacttalion
only seven tanks remained when it was ordered to fall back on the
line Forennes-Mettet. The 37th Bettalicn lost almost «ll of its
tanks before withdrawing from Flavion-Ermeton., The 25th and 26th
Baettalions, which had been in reserve behind the lct Demi-brigade,
wera thrown into the battle, and by evening all but sbout a twentieth
0% their tanks wece gone, An attempt by the division commander,
General Bruneau, to reygroup around Solre le Chateau failed because
of inadecuate communications, and he ordered a general retreat to
Beaumont, However, German panzers hit the French at numerous
points along the route of withdrawal, destroying another 28 tanks,
end leaving very little of the lst Armored Division,

At the close of the day General Corap was replaced by General
Gir-ud in command of the remnants of the Ninth Army., Seventh Army
troops, no longer needed in Belgium, were to De used to reconstitute
the Ninrth.

16 May

The French Ninth Army, commanded by Giraud, continuz2d its
retreat between the Meuse and the Sambrz Rivers.,

The 7th Parizer Division was ordered to proceed via Sivry to
cut tiirough the French border defenses and advance to the hills
around Avesnes,

The 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion attacked at 0400 and
took Froidchapclle, capturing the armored and motorcycie troops
that were defending the town. The 6th Rifle Regiment movad up
into the area east of the town,

The main attack was launched at 1430 againcst no opposition,
and Sivry was occupied by 1615, While the 37th Panzer Reconnais-
sance Battalion reconnovitereu fortifications across the borcer,
ti> division artillery and one 37mm antiaircraft batiery took up
positions around Sivry and started shelling the fortifications,
The 25th Panzer Regiment stood ready in Sivry to attack across the
border.

7 lthough the reconnaissance troops reported strong ancitank
defenses and the presence of many French tanks, the 25th Panzer
Regiment attacked across the border at 1800. Rommel sccompanied
the regiment. Near the peimarent fortifications west of Clairfayts
a long and bitter battle took place, One by one the tanks over-
ceme the French fortifications, pillboxes, machine gun and antitank
¢un nests, and infantry troops in trenches, while the French troops
in the rear zone were partly immobilized by German artillery fire
ar¢ pertly blinded by a smoke screen.
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Late at night engineer elements of tre 7th Motoraycle Battalion
and of the 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Bactalion blew up heavy steel
obstacles blocking the road west of Cla:rfayts. French antitank
guns and artillery inflicted casualties on the Germans as they
occupied the zone of fortifications. with Rommel in command, the
advance detachment of the division, consisting of che 25th Panzer
Regiment, the 7th Motorcycle Battalion (less orie company), and the
37ch Panzer Reconnaissance Battalica, launched an attack at 2300
across the defense zone west of Clairfayts, In moonlight the tanks
advanced, with the motorcycle trcops moving beside them. Division
artiller, protected the flanks aad blarketed the roads and the
area far *to the front.

tlith tse panzer forward unit firing viclently and the main
force of the 25th Panzer Regiment followirj close behind, the
advancing elements broke throuyn the deep defense zone and seized
the roed Solre le Chateau - Avesnes, one kilometer west of Solre
le Chaceau, Attacking rapidly down the rcad toward Avesnes, the
panser regiment broke through artillery positions two kilometers
west of Solre le Chateau., As French guns fired on the flanks of
the advancing German column, the recing tanks fired beck., The
German tanks overtook the French 1l8th Division and ar ertillery
group ¢f the lst Division, including a number of tanks, The Germans
destroyed or overran the tanks, advancing cuickly through the bulk
of the Frenchi forces, which except for sporadic firing couid not
defend themselves. The closer the Germans came to Avesnes the more
French troops and refugees they met, At midnight the leading panzer
elements, pushing through the congestion on the highway, penetrated
the French defenses at Avesnes and drove on through to the hills
west of the city. As they occupied the aree French solaiers fled
to north and south, spreading panic wherever tlr.:y went,

Since dusk radio corrunication between the division commsnder
and the advance command post of the 7th Rifle Brigade and supporting
crtillery had been lost. The brigade commander, unaware of the
success of the breakthrough, and knowing nothiny of the situation
&t Rvesnes, ordered the 6th Rifle Rzgiment to occupy the area
around Sivry and the 7th to bivouac along theé road between Cer-
fontai..e and Froidchapelle,

17 Maz

The 24 Battalion, 25th Panzer Regiment, and the 7th Motorcycle
Battalion were far enough behind Rommeli and the lead battalion for
th. French defenders of Avesnes to intervene with heavy tanks
between the elements of the German 25th Panzer Regiment, Heavy
street fighting ensued, during which the Germans suffered many
casualties. French tanks fired wildly in ail directions, and
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German tanks and antitank guns could not get close to them nor

pierce the thick French armor., Between 0300 and 0400, however,
Rommel sent a Mark IV tank in from the west, which succeeded in
destroying the French tanks,

Although there had been no exchange of communications with
the Corps command during the night, and details of the situation
of the other units of the 7th Panzer Division as well as the divisions
2n eithep flank were not clear, Rommel decided on his own respon-
silility (o continue the ¢idvance at dawn with the whole division,
to seize the bDridge over the Sambre River close to Landrecies,
assuming that the remainder of the division was close behind the
leading panzers, The attack was launched at about 0515, with the
25th Panzer Regiment leading and the 7th Motorcycle Battalion
folloving. A short time later the regiment surprised a strony
motorized French formation, The sudden enpearance of the German
tanks so unnerved the French that they offered no resistance. So
crowded did the roads become with military units and refugees that
the German tanks could move only very slowly.

The regiment reached Landrecies at 0600 and, with assistance
from & battery of the 78th Artillery Regiment, seized the bridge
over the Sambre intact, forcing the French gusrds to surrender,
Proceeding westward, the regiment found a large ammunition depot
in the woods east of Pommereuil. At the hill east of Le Cateau the
division commander ordered the regiment to halt, Only then <did it
become clear that only two battalions ani e¢lements of the 7th
Motorcycle Battalion had crossed the Sambre. The rest of the civision
was s+ill far behind.

Leaving the defense of the hills east of Le Cateau in the hends
af Col. Rothenburg, commander of the 2Sth Panzer Regiment, Rommel,
in an armored reconnaissance car, hastened back to Avesnes, capturing
40 truckloads of French soldiers, with the aid of a couple of German
tanke, on the way, The remaining elements of the 7th Panzer Division
startved arriving at Avesnes in the late afternoon, and Rommel
ordered them to defend the territory from the French defenseé zone
west of Clairfayts through Avesnes to Landrecies., The 24 Battalion,
in the course of carrying out this order, captured 4€ combat-ready
French tanks on the northern outskirts of Avesnes, preventing a
planned attsck or the rear of the panzer regiment,

On orders of XV Corps, the 2d Battalion of the &6tnh Rifle
Regiment, reinforced by the 24 Battalion, 77th Artillery Regiment,
from the S5th Panzer Division, moved out from Avesnes in the after-
noon and seized the Sambre crossing near Berlaimont, for the use
of the 5th Panzer Division, which had not kept pace on the division's
riant,
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13 May

The rapidly advancing Germans had pushed a deep pocket into
the French defenses., Around it the French armies formed a semicircle,
from left to right: the First Army withdrawing to the Sambre,

the Ninth Army thrown back to the Oise, but with it¢ rear elements
attempting to hold a line a littie to the west, running from the
Forest of Mormal to Wassigny, passing through Le Cateau, The
French line was continued to the south by che Seventh Army, astride
the upper Oise and joined on its right at the Ailette River by the
nevly-arrived Sixth Brmy. The Sixth continued southeast to the
Aisne, then foliowed that river as far as Rethel, vwhere it met the
Second Army, which stretched eastward to the Rrgonne,

The 7th Panzer Division was ordered 1y the Corps to launch an
attack towerd Cambrai at 0900, but because of strong enemy resistance
the rtart of the attack was delayed, French forces in strength in
Pomm~reuil and in the woods to the east held up the 7th Rifle Brigade,
vinich was not ready in time to attack on both sides of the town,

In adgition, the 25th Panzer Regiment was short of ammunition aad
fuel,

The 5th Panzer Division, on the right, hed reeched the Sambre
near Berlaimont the previous evening and apparently touna the
crossing there inadecuate, for the 7th was informed that the 5th
needed @ crossing near Landrecies as well, Consecuently the 7th “
Rifle Regiment was sent to capture a c¢rossing farther south, near
Ors, It was successful, but an attempt by the 37-n Panzer Reconnais-
sance Battalion, reinforced by the 2d Company, 53tn Enginezr
Battalion, to take the crossing near Cetillon was repulsed by a
scrong French force, The Germens were forced to withdraw to the
northeast,

After the Gth Rifle Regiment mopped up the forest east of
Pommereuil and cleared out the tovwin, Rommel ordered an attack in
two groups, the 25th Panzer Regiment remaining behind until it could
be refueled. The lst Battalion, 6th Rifle Regiment, attacked
ncrthwiard towerd Inchy. After a short fight the reinforced 7ih
Riile Regiment took Caudry, The 25th Panzer Regiment, having
obtaiqed some fuel, together with the 7th Motorcyclie Battalion and
the lst Battalion, Sth Rifle Regiment, and supported by artillery
and antiaircraft guns, took Beauvois and pursued the French, who
sere fleeing toward Cambrai. It was after dusk when the Germans
entered Cambrei ., Rommel ordered the 7th Motorcycle Battalion and
ti:e 1lst Battalion, 6th Rifle Regiment, with a few tanks and a platoon

2 Rommel's account (The Rommel Papers, pp. 26-27) differs
from the official division records for this day, The latter version
s been used here,
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of antiaircraft, to advance north around Cambrai to Morenchies,
to seize the bridge over the L'Lscaut Canal. The mission was
accomplished,

The 25th Panzer Regiment met very strong resistance in Cambrai
and withdrew to the vicinity of Awoignt and then back down the road
to the area between Inchy and Caudry. During the night the Reinforced
7th Rifle Regiment took Awoignt and the hills south and southeast
of Cambrai.

Tne 6th Rifle Regiment (less one battalion) near Neuvilly with
strong elements of the division artillery was attacked by armored
French forzes from the Solesmes area. Other French armored units
attemptec an attack through the Forest against Landrecies, but the
acttacks were unsuccessful,

Rmmunition and fuel were replenished during the night.

On the east of the 7th Parzer Division the 5th Panzer Division
and the 1lth Rifle Brigade were engaged in heavy fighting on the
western edge of the Bois de Mormal, Opposing them were elemants
of the French First Army which was withdrawing from its forward
positions in Belgium,

The ;rmy cmmunition and fuel depots werc in Morville and
Rosee, and the divis. on complained that the trucking distance
was vecoming too long.

19 Mey

The division consolidated its captured¢ positions between Le
Cateau and Cambrai, mopping up areas and repulsing French tank
attecks from Csmbrai. The 7th Rifie Regiment crossed the L'Escaut
Canal in the afternoon, establishing a bridgehead on the western
bank, The 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion took up defense
positions around Catillon and attempted to prevent the enemy Ifrom
rerreating to the west., In the afternoon General Giraud, whose
Ninth Army had virtually ceasad to exist, was captured by the
Germans., In an attempt to prevent ti.2 complet=z cetastrophe that
cseemed inevitable, General Gamelin was replaced as commander of
the French armies by General Weygand.

20 May

In an attempt to halt the onrushing Germans, the commander
of the British Expeditionary Force, Lord Gort, planned & counterattech
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south cf Arras, using the British 5th and 50th Divisions, The
French agreed to participate by attacking Cambrai with two divisions
of the First Army, but they could not be ready until the 21st,

Ry then it was too late.

The 7th Panzer Division launched its attack against Arrac ot
0140, with the 25th Panzer Regiment at the head of the northzrn
column, General Kommel with it. Enemy forces on the hills 4™
kilometers north of Cambrai were put out of action by shelling.
The bridge near Marquion was reached at 0300, It had been blown
by a demolition group of 100 French and 30 British, who were
captured. At Sains les Marauion, farther south, the Cermans
succeeded in crossing the canal at 0500,

Witha heavy infantry gun company rollowing, the 25th Panzer
Regiment aavanced tarough Vis en IMrtois, Guemappe, and Tilloy, to
the hills northeast ¢nd southeast of Beaurains. where it dug in.
crrnch and British troops were surprised in their barracks and many
prisoners wverc taken,

Rgain it was realized that most ot the division was not {ollowing
the 25th Panzer Regi.sent, and Rommel set out in a tank accompaniec
by an armored reconnaissance car to try to reestsblich communications.
At Vis en Artois heavy French tanks put the German ténk out of
ection, and Rommel and his radio detochment were encircled for
several hours, The rest of the division succeeded in breaking
through the enemy resistance and rescuing Rommel before noon.
Enemy counterattacks were repulsed, not=bly a very heavy one
against the 37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion anc che 7th Motor-
cycle Battalion in the area of Lecluse-Etaing. =n SS Battalion was
attached to the division to lengthen the front to the east on the
right flank »f the 37th Reconnaissance Battalion.

The 58th Coumbat Engineer Battalion censtructed a 16-ton bridge
across the Canal du Nord near Marcuion,

On the right of the 7th Panzer Division the 5th Panzer Division
took crossings over the L'Escaut Canal near Bouchain and Estrum,
On the left the 8th Panzer Division crossed the Canal du Nord and
reoched Saulty, 20 kilometers southwest of Arrcsy by midday.

Farther soutih, the other armored units of the Twelfth and
Sixtecnth Cerman Armies were racing {or the coast. Guderian's
panzers reached it at 2000, effectively cutting the Allied forces
in two. Lord Gort immediately put into effect his plan to attack
Arras,.
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21 Maz

Although the commander of the French First Army now reported
that his aivisions which were to participate in the counterattack
couid not awvance on the heavily blocked roads until at least the
22d, Gort proceeded to attack before preparations were complete,

At 1400 che Rllied forces moved out, two tank battalionc, (74 tanks)
supported by two infantry battalions, with part of the French 3d
Light Mechanized Division (70 tanks) assisting on the right.

The 7th Panzer Pivision had been assured that it might rest
auring the 21st, but nevertheless at 1015 the XXXIX Corps, to which
the division had been transferred the day before, ordered an advance
around krras from the southwest and across the Scarpe River on
beth sides of Acce, about 12 kilometers northwest of ILrras. At
about 1500 the 25th Panzer Regiment crossed the road between Arras
and Beaumetz, 2% kilometers northeast of Beaumetz,and then launched
en attack against Agnez, bypassing Warlus. The 6th and 7th Rifle
Ragiments, reinforced, follovied in two columns, through Agny and
Mercatel,

As the main units of the division proceeded south of Arras
they were suddenly struck by a surprise attack on the flank, from
che iine of Dainville-southern edge of Arras, A fierce battle
reged from L530 to 1900 against British and French tanks and
infantry in the area Lchicourt-le Bac du Nord-Berneville-~Bretencourt-~
Ficheux-Mercatel-Tilloy, Although the Allies had neither artillery
nor air support, the heavy armor of their tanks proved too much
ior the German antitank guns, The Allies broke through the German
defense lines, shot up or overran the artillery guns, and in most
cases killad the crews. The lst Battalion, 3th Riile Regiment,
and tre 52¢ Antitank Battalion suffered particularly heavy casualties,
Finally, after concentrating the fire of ¢1l1 the batteries of the
78th Artillery Regiment, the 86th Light Antiairecrcft Battalion,
the >d Battery of the 59th Antiaircraft Battalion, one 88mm
battery of the 23d Antiaircraft Battalion, and elements of the 42d
Antieircraft Battalion, and with support from the Luftwaffe, the
Germans halted the attacks. The Ailies, having suffered heavy
losses of tanks, retreated toward Arras.

Meanwhile the 25th Panzer Regiment reached the hills south
of the Scarpe River close to Aca, T .ere it waited for the rest
of tne division to catcn up., At 190C Rommel ordered the regiment
to attack southeast through agnez, one kilometer south of D in-
ville, to attack the rear and flenk of the Mllied ta~ks that were
moving out of Prras. The 25th Panzer Regiment accordinglv attacked
south of Agnez against enwumy strongpoints, held by superior forna-
tions ofr ligat and heavy tanks, In a fierce tank battle the German
panzers broke through the Allied deferse and destroyed scven heavy
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tanks and six antitenk guns, losing three Mark IV tanks, six
Mark III, and numerocs light ones., Pushaing on, the regiment reached
the area south of Dainville at about: 2300,

Rommel, who had beep directing the battle from a hill one
kilometer northwest of Wailly, in the meantime sent the 6th and 7th
Rifle Regiments against the Scarpe. Elements of the 6th, advancing
east of Warluc, reached the Scarpe close to Acc after .:idnight and
o»~anized a hedgehog defense {all-around defense).

During the evening the 7th Rifle Regiment took Berneville and
advanced toward warlus, where it met a strong French tank force,
Unable to overcome it, the regiment took up defense positions
vetueen Berneville and a hill one kilometer south of Le Bac du Nord,

There was a serious shortage of 100m ammunition, but neither
the Corps nor the Army could be of any help.

On the left of the 7th Panzer Division the SS Division was
concentrated in the area Ficheux-Bretencourt, Elements of its
antitank battalion end division artillery took part ir the battle
scuth of Arras.

22 May

General Weygand endeavored to get the Allied military commanders
to egree on an opewation designed to cut throuch the German forces,
but the Belgian and British chiefs had other ideas of how best to
protect their interests, Tie French 25th Motorized Infantry Division
did attack along the Auberchicourt-Cambrai axis, driving back the
German 32d Division, taking Bentigny, and reaching the outskirts
of Cambrai., By 2200 the French division was ordered to fall back
and destroy the bridges over the Sensee and its canai,

At dewn, Allied tanks approached fiom the north and east and
seriously endangered the 7th Rifle Regiment, which was deployed
in Berneville, However, German artillery shelled Warlus, which
assisted the regiment and droveoff the attackers.

At 1015 the division launched an attack toward tne Scarpe
Rivey advancing rapidly on a wide front, with Rommel accompanying
the attack, between the 25th Panzer and 7th Rifle Regiments. The
division came under heavy flank artillery fire from the area of
Ste. Catherine north of Arras at 1230, Concentrated fire from
the division artillery siienced the enemy battery. The Scarpe
was reached at 1315, and contact was made with the 5th Rifle
Regiment, which had advanced to the area of Bray during the night.
Supported by tanks, heavy weapons, and artillery. the two rifle
regiments attacked across the river at 1515. The 2d Battalion,
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6th Rifle Regiment, promptly took Mont St. Eloi. Shortly after
1600 the French blanketed the town with artillery fire from the
nortneast. Soon enemy tanks appeared from the east and attacked
the 5th and 7th companies, then pushed into NMent St, Eloi, driving
the Germans cut or taking them prisoner, Eccivres, nowever,

was held.

The 7th Rifle Regiment reached its objective at about 1600
and took up defense positions on the general line Villers au Bois-
Camblain 1'Abbee.

In the evening the 6th Rifle Regiment was relieveu by the 5th
Panzer Division, which had advanced at the right reer.

23 May

Again the Allies wiere inabie to reach agreement on a coordinated
attack.

The German 6th Rifle k-giment, deployed to the left of the
7th Rifle Regiment, support.d L, artillery and antieircrarft,
attacked in the early morning and by $8003 had reached and occupiec
its day's objective, the area north of Ruitz., On the right, the
25th Panzer Regiment and the 7th Reinforcea Rifle Regiment occupied
the area Hersin-Barlin at about 0900, quickly taking up defense
positions. A strong enemy tank force attacked the 7th Rifle
Regimenc at about noon from the direction of Noeux les Mines.
Elements of the 25th Panzer Regiment, with the support of artillery
and antisircraft guns, beat off the attack, destroyiny, numerous
enemy tanks. During the afternoon the 25th Panzer Reyiment and che
37t Panzer Reconnaissarce Battalion cccupied the line Aix-Boyeville-
Hersin and drove off enemy attacks from Lens. The &6th Rifle
Regiment was relieved by the 5S Division in the afternoon and sent
as division reserve to the area Vedrel-Servins,

The S5th Panzer Division advanced slowly because of enemy tanks.
The SS Division on the left approached Bethune without resistance,
and mede contact with the 7th Panzer Division fear Barlin,

24 May

During the night the British 5th and 50th Divisions withdrew
from Arres to the Upper Deule Canal, and Lord Gort ordered the
destruction of the bridges between Bethune and Pont a Vencin,

Three British divisions that had been stacioned around Lille also
vere pulled back, as the British proceeded with plans to evacu:ite
their forces from the continent if necessary, and prepared to defend
the widest possible bridgehead around Dunkirk., General Weygand
abandoned hic plens for a coordinated attack.

A-16




A il -

In the afternoon the 7th Panzer Division occupied the area
Aix-Mazingarbe-western outskirts of Canbrin-Annecuin-Beuvry witrh
little resistance except for a few Allied pockets in the scrub
growth south of the La Bassee Canal. During the afterncon, as the
division mopped up the area all the artiiiery was displaced forward
and fired et targets in the vicinity of the railroad station at
Cuinchy and near Givenchy.

During the preceding two cays the German artillery had used
about 140 tons of ammunition. Ammunition arrived for the 100mm
guns, but it had to be stored, because the battery had received
some, pernhaps from the cache that was seized near Pommereuil.

There wa: little doubt by this time that the British troops
would be evacuated. Fortunctely for the success of this operation,
Hitler on 24 May ordered the panzer divisions to halt and turn over

the conclusion in that area to the slowly-arriving infantry and
the Luftwaffe,
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German Order of Battle
Maz 1940

Army Group B

Eighteenth Rrmy
Sixth Army

Army Group P

Fourth Army
XV Corps*
5th Panzer Division
7th Panzer Division
Panzer Group von Kleist
XLI Corps
6th Panzer Division
8th Panzer Division
XIX Corps
2d Panzer Division
10th Panzer Division
lst Panzer Division
Twelfth Ermy
Sixteenth Army

Army Group C

First Army
Seventh Army

7th Panzer Division (10 May 1340)

Headquarters Staff
25th Panzer Regiment
42d Entitank Battalion
7th Rifle Brigade
6th Rifle Regiment
7thi Rifle Regiment
37th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion
7th Motorcycle Battalion
78th Ertillery Regiment
58th Combat Engineer Battalion
83d Armored Siguai Battalion
86th Light Entiaircraft Battalion
Support Services

The division was attached to Corps as fcllows: 10-11 May to II Corps
11-20 May to XV Corps
20-31 May to XXXIX Corps

*Sze 7th Panzer Division Order of Battle.
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10 May 1940

Ninth Army

XLI Corps
6lst Division
102d Division
XI Corps
18th Division
22d Division
IT Corps
5th Division
53d Division
4th Division

" w afac 4 saat G ol S IR TR R Ty A
.. e e S,
; (; Frencl Order of Battle

NP RAC R it st ot § Lot

; Cavalry Corps
3 1st Light Cavalry Division
. Ath Light Cavalry Division
: 3d Rlgerian Cavalry Brigade (spahis)
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]
]
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23
8
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WEATHER, 10-26 MAY 1940

b £l raae Sl dun st

Date Weather
May 10 Sunny, dry, very duosty
11 Warm and sunny; cool at night
12 Sunny and cool
13 Unknown; presumably good, or it would
have been noted
14 Good
15 Good
16 Good
17 Good
18 Unknownj; nresumably good
1% Good
20 Good
21 . Good; rain in the cvening
22 Rain; thunderstorm
23 Good
24 Good
25 Unknown; presumably good
26 Good; thunderstorm
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GERMAN 7TH PANZER DIVISION OPERAZIONAL SUMMARY

10-24 May 1940

: i
Engagement |[Missior]| Remarks Defender Distance Advanced
Date [Designation [Factor | Posture fintense Moderate| Slight [Negligible
| , Dppositn Pppositn Oppositn [Opposition
May 1d Adv into !Crossed into Belgium; adv to Chabrehez w/d .. . . . . 42.0
Belgium 1
1} . Adv continues to Marche w/d .. .. .. 32.0
‘ T
12 Meuse R Leading elements reach Meuse R, at wW/d E 36.0 ..
iDinant ;
|
13 Meuse R Bridgeheads sstablished N and S of PD | 2.0 . . .. .
!Df.h:'-nt : |
; : !
14 Meuse R, F:ossing continues; adv to Morville | PO .. Q140 . ..
15 . . de continues to Cerfontaine; continues Del . . | . . 27.0 . .
running battle, psrticularly near !
Philippeville ,
' I
1§ Franco- rossed inte Belgium; some hard fightirg | FD-W/d ! . P . 8.0 30.0
Belgian ear border i
border , : 1
I
17 Sambre- l . embre R, crossed easily; resistance | Del ! 30.0
Le Cateau ear Le Cateau i
i ;
18 Cambria de reaches Escaut Canal at Cambria w/e | 27.0
1§ . : konsolidation & mopping up i i ! P-3
] ' N
2d . . | ldv to vicinity of Arras wd oo .. 33.0 ]
B [}
1 i
21 Arras ierce engagement S & W of Arras Del ! 3.0 .. 14.0 . .
22 Mt St Eloy+ dv northward towsrd La Bassee Canal Del . 9.0 .. ..
Ecoivres
23 Bethune- Ldv continues ajainst growing resist- Del 3 . . . 10
La Bassee nce
24 Bethune- pproach to La bassee Canal Del .. 9.0 . .
La Bassee J
Total Distance Advanced: 329.0 km 5.0 32.0 185.0 107.0
Average Advance per Day: 21.9 km 3.3(1.5) 10.6(3 | 26.4(7 42.8(2.5
Days Not Advancing: 1 (6.7%) days) | days) days) days)
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Enalysis of Advance Rate of 7th Panzer Division

The matrix analysis sheet presents in tabular form on a daily
fFasis the data assembled from World War II records which ippears to
have & relation to the rate of advance of the 7th Panzer livision
during the period 10-24 May 1940. No research has been done in
French or British records or in German records of corps or army.
From secondary scurces it apmears that tte 7th Panzer Division had
close air support on more days than are shown on the matrix, but
it hes not yet Feen possible to verify this,

From this matrix the following initial commsnits are made:

1. The nighest advance rate occurred during the first three days,
wvhen the attack achieved surprise and the only r»eé. opposition to
*he edvance was provided by the physical obstacles at the border.
Thercafter the rate of advsnce generally declined, as th: intensity
of opposition increased.

2. HNaetural and man-made obstacles tended to reduce the advance
rates, although the extent of this reduction is not calculable from
the data.

3. Higher casualty rates generally accompanied lower daily retes
of advance; the cause and effect relationship is not clear.

4, It has been necessary to estimate force ratios, since the Allied
figures ares not available, and no attempt has been made to do this
on a daily basis. The raw force ratio values indicated represent
estimetes of availability racher than forces actuslly engaged.
Elthough it is not possible to draw fir~ conclusions from these
cstimates about the relation of force ratio to rate of advance, it
appears t*at the fluctuation in ratzs reflects rather the fluctu-
ating in-ensity of opposition, the presence of physinal obstacles,
and modi..z-i missions on toth sides.

5, Since this analysis is maede frcm the point of view of & single
German division which advanced at a rapid rate, ths opposing force
was not the same units throughout the period., The French 1lst Zrmored
Division, for example, eppcered and was demolishel by the German

S5th and 7th Panzer Livisions in one day, and the British Sth and 50th
Divisions were engaged with the 7th Panzer Divisicn for only two
days.
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS AND VRLUES ANALYSIS MATRICES
General
Peuse , . . P €8 . . . . . . Y

Unknown . . U Not Applicable ., NE

Roadnet Mobility Factors

Normal Values

Unlimited cross-country movement . . . . 1.0 . .
Good road net . . . . . 0 4 e e e e e 0.7-0.9 . . 0.8
Feirmadnet . . . . . .+ ¢ v o o v 0.4-0.6 . . 0.5
Poor road net e e s e e e e e e 0.1-0.3 . . 0.2
impassable terrain c e e s e e e s e 0.0
Mission Variables
Unlimited et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 1
Related to specific objectives or contingencies . 2
Related to adjacent units advance e e e 4 e e 3
Limited by nigher authority control . . . . . . . 4
L0 o L3 5

Exc:aptional Obstacles to Edvance

R = River F1 = Flooded aresa FZ = Fortified Zone
Dn = Exceptionally effective demolations Ur = Urbsn area
Sa = Salotage by local populace Ds = Desert
Intensity of Opposition to 2dvance
I = Invense M = Moderate S = Slight N = Negligilble
Situation on Flanks
L = Left flenk units C = Comparable advance F = Faster advance
R = Right flank units S = Slower advance T = Flank threataned
Readiness Condition
Pr = Fresh W = Weary
T = Tired E = Exhausted
Posture - Mission
W/d = Withdrawal tiD = Hesty Defense FD = Fortified Defense
Del = Delay PD = Position Defense
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I. Orel to Moscow, 13 Hovember-7 December 1941

German XLVII Corps

Following the encirclement of major portions of the Russian
Bryansk Front, the Second Panzer Army had practically halted,
slowed by the deep mud and resultant breakdown of vehicles. On
o November the army was ordered to attack in the general direction
of the Oka River, making the main effort east of Tula, with the
objective the Stupino-Kashira bridge across the Oka, northeast of
Tula. For the XLVII Panzer Corps this meant initially sending the
15th Panzer Div.sion to the area of Plavsk, the 29th Infantry Division
(motorized) to the ares northeast of Chern, the 10th Infantry
Division (motorized) to Mtsensk, and the 2Sth Infantry Division
(mntorized) to cnncentrate in tne 2rea of Orel. The corps units
had been almost imaobilized as the rcads had proved inedecuate to
cope with the heavy vehicles and the cold and rain., Except for the
25th Division, mopping up ir the area around Sevsk (loSkm southwest
of Orei), there had been ny contact with the Russiais.

The XLVII Corps had been having, and continued to have, problems
with s mply of fuel and food, Roads were very bad in the areas
of Roslsv, Bryansk, and Orel, It took five days to crive from
Karachev (70km west of Orel) to the supply base at Roslav (160km),
anG four days to the base at Dubrovka (110km), Traffic between
Orel and Karachev was at a standstill for several days and moved
very slouly during the entire period the Corps unitc vere trying
to join the attack. However, by November 10 bitter cold hec frozen
the muddy ronads, greatly improving movement conditions.

The loth Panzer Division, except for the lgth Panzer Regiment,
which was attached to the XXIV Corps, was concentrated in the area
in and around Crel. Heading the move toi.ard Mtsensk, the Bcth
Reconnaissance Battalion, reinforced by tne 18th Motorcycle Rifle
Battalion snd one battery of the 36th Artillery Regiment, got to
within four kilometers cf Mtsensk on 9 November. With the rest
¢f the division coming up behind it, the battalicn was held there
by heavy traffic until artillery prime movers had cleared the area
the following evening. The 88th Battalion then entered Mtcensk.
On 11 November the battalion reached Trosna, where all bridgas had
been destroyed by the Russians. No enemy forces had yet been en-
countered. The following day the battalion aavenced tc a stream
13 kilometers east of Trosna, where the bridge had been destroyed
and Russians were defending the oppocsite bank. The Second Fanzer
Army command on the morning of 12 November decided that the 18th
Penzer Division and the Eberbach Group (i8th Panzer Regiment, 27th
Motorcycle Battalion, part of the 27th Artillery Regiment and two
antiaircraft betterie~) should advance toward Yefremov the following
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day and take the city, The 29th Infantry Division (motorized),
which had been concentrated around Karachev while the road between
Karachev and Orel was being repaired and cleared of a moastrous
traffic jem, was ordered to move to Orel on 14 November. The 10th
Infantry Division (motorized), was :o guard the road end railroad
between Orel and Minsk., The 25th Iafantry Division (motorized)
was to concentrate in the area of Kromy (southwest of Orel),

13 Novemler

loth Panzer Division. The bulk of the division advanced to the
ar2a Trosna-Chern. The 33th Reconnaissance Battalion, acavancing
toward the east, took Nikolskoye in the evening. The Eberbach
Croup was to be dissolved, the motorcycle and a»tillery regiments
returning to the 17th Panzer Division, while the remainder was to
be ettached to the 18th Panzer Division.

29th Infantry Division (motorized)., The division preparec to move
to Orel; some of its leading elements hed already arrived.

25t _Infentry Division (motorized)., Forward elements of the division
reacned the region of Cherny by evening. Other groups were in tne
arca of Privitschy, 15 kilometers south ¢of Dmitrovek (a2pproximately
30km southwest of Orel).

A.jacent Units., On the right the XXXV Corps had rcached Novosil,
On tne lert tne LIII Corps was regroupinyg for an attack to the east.

14 November

Corps Situation

Accordiny to informetion received irom the XXXV Corps, it was
not plauning to leave Novosil until 19 Noveaber, XLVII Corps asked
the army to order the XXXV Corps to mov2 suoner towara Yefremov to
cover viae deep flanks of the XLVII Corps as it advanced towavd
Yepifan.

The 167th Infantry Division on the left of the Corps was on
the line Dorcbina-Ogare-Sapolye.

15th Panzer Division. The Reiniorced 52d Infantry Regiment
rceched the crossroad at Arkhangelskoye in the afterncon and took
t.:e western part of Yablonovo in the evening, Stroag enemy forces
viepe reported cast of the MechaRiver, The 88th Reconnaissance
Dotralion was mopping up the area Borkovo-Nikolskoye-Arkhangelskoye,




27

encountering stragylers anu reconnaissance patrols., A Russian
patrol of 30 men on sleds (twc to a sled) had been sighted. The
elements of the division which had remained temporarily in Orel
moved east of Chern in the evening.

At 2300 the Army ..zcided that the division should continue to
advance toward Y=fremov, but the 18th Panzer Regiment, previously
promised, would not be given to the XLVII Panzer Corps. The regiment
vwould remain in Varvarina, attached to the LIII P=nzer Corps, in
order to conserve tanks and vehicles. If the combat became difficult
it would go te the 18th Panzer Division.,

29th Infantry Division (motorized). Division Headcuartesrs, the
15th Infantry Regiment, the 29h Hotorcycle Rifle Battalion, the
29th Reconnaissance Battalior,, the 2Jth Artillery Regiment (less
one battalion), and the Antitank Battalion entered Orel,

10th Infentry Division (motorized). All units reached the
Kromy~Orz1l erea,

25th Infantry Division (motorized). The divisior. was in the
area soutl. and southwest of Kromy. ike 211 the other divisinns
the 25th was having difficulty obt¢ining viinter clothe:,

Cerps Situatien (cont.). All Jivisions reported mar, vehlicles
broken down because of cold veather, In che 3d Battalion, &3th
Artillery Regiment, only one gun was: com> .t ready. In tae lst
Antitenk Battery, 88th Antitank Battalion, -ix of ten gins hau been
abancened, During the march the 88t Reconnaissance Battalion loct
Go motorcycles, 14 trvcks, and 7 armored cars, NAdlitional resson
for the tragic transport cituatinon was the very Lad rovads erd tae
fact thet the vehicles were peing vsed off the rocads in croce-
country trevel,

15 November

Corps Situation

The corps had two possible ways to fulfill its miscion, ei<her take
Yefremov cr bypass it, leaving only i:01iding units ia the area
between the Krasivaya Mecha River and Turdey, and acdvance with the
main force toward Yepifan. After consulting with the Rimy commander,
the Corps commander decided to take Yefremov first, The chief reason
for the decision vias apparently a snortage of gasoline, but Yefremov
vas a very important crossroad on the flaenk of the 2d Army. It was
hopcd chet an attack on it would trigger & withdrewsl of Russian
forees from the area of Xorovinka.,
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1éth Panzer Division. Strong force: of the division reached

ilie Mecha River near Yablonovo, The Russians (estimated as on2
or two regiments) were well entrenched on the zast bank. Efforts
to cross the river were unsuccessrul, Because of the difficult
combct situation, the 18th Panzer Regiment, still at Varvarvina,
wes attached to the division. Air reconnaissance reported heavy

eneamy movements in and around Yefremov. The 86th Reconnaissance
Bct:nllon, which had been ordered to Gailtsy, to prqtect the southern
{lank, reported that Gaiitsy was in Russian hands

At 1730 the Army ordered the Eberbach Group to be attached to
the XL Corps., Elements of the 1l7th Panzer Division attached to the
18th Panzer Division were to remain there until the next Gay st 1800,

There were numerous strong Rucsian air attacks in support of
combat activities, In the Yablonovo area the Russians ctrcacked
12 times qurirg the afternoon, The attacks were resented by the
troops wiid Nad no antiaircraft protection amd could not dig in,
Elements of the 10lst AR Regiment could nnt be attached to the
forwviard units, because the regiment had yiven its vehicles to the
104tn I'A Reyiment and had to remain in Orel.

*h Infantry Division (motorized), Accompgnled by the 11%th
Relnforceq Rcgiment, the division was moving from qevck to the
arz2a of Dmitrovsk (mldmay between Sevsk and Orel). Msony vehicles
had Dr"ken down because of ¢old and bad road conditione. It was
to 2catinue toward Kromy, -

29ta Infantry Division (motorized). One company of the 5th
tiechine Gun Battalion was ordered to Chern. The rest wa: to go
to Musensk, At 1600 the division was ordered to move on 17 November
to the Mtsensk-Chern area, finding cuarters on both side: of the
rosdis Chern-Mtszensk and Chern-Volovo,

16 Novembcr

18th Pancer Division, Protected by a coveriny detachment near
YaUlOHOVO, the division left the Krasivaya Mecha sector in search
of a better place to cro:s the river. Advancing toward Yefremov,
the reinforced 18th Panzer Regiment came in contocet with an entroncined
Ruzsian force, supported by artillery, near Mal. Kadneya Bol.
gince the brldge in the arcc was damageu, th: regiment was withdrawn
in the evening,

To protect tihe right flank the 88th Reconnaivsance Battalinn
:cok Golize and the hills west of Kruglaya, A 100mm artillery ‘
Lattery was brought to the area for use against Yeiremov,
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The division discovered that Russian defenses were weakest
(u in tie area where tie river curves, north of Isrog, and that it would
be a good place for building a bridcehead, except for access roads.
The division would take over the river crossing at night.

k

t The 17th Motorcycle Rifle Regiment, and elements oif the .

< 27tk Artillery Regiment, formerly in the Eberbach Group, were returning
[ to tne XXIV Corps. The Reinforced 4.st Infantry Regiment, which

53
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E

wos to reach Lipizy Sybino on 17 November, would be attached to the
lotn Panzer Division.,

Thc Army ordered at 1925 that combat reconnaissance be conducted
: the next day in the direction of Korovinka to protect the southeast
! flank of tne LIII Corps. One battalion of the 1lgth Panzer Division
4 way to secure Railroad Station Volovo.

he 5th Machine Gun Battalion, which had enteresd the Mtsensk-
Chern ares, was to secure the southern flank of the LIII Corps.

There was little change in the enemy situation facing the 1lith
Panzer Division. In the sector Kruglsya-Mal. Kadnaye Bol. the enemy
vias entrenched in well prepsred field fortifications. Air recon-
naissence reported heavy traffic, including railroad traffic, in and
around Yetremov., It was difficult to say whether the Russians
were bringing in fresh troops or withdrswing thoir forces from the
Mecha sector. 2Mir reconnaissance was limited because of bad weather.

Ldjacent Units

On the riynt the 2d Army was still in the Nerut cha area and
near Novossil. Its advance would start on 19 November, On the leit
the LIII Corps had reached the line Ogerev-Sapolye-Bogoroditsk.

29th Infantry Division (motorized). The division staff moved to
new cuarters in Orel, Russian planes dropped apout six bombs on
Orel. The 29th Field Replacement Bettalinn e.rived at Orel.

17 November

18th Panzer Division. Building up of the bricdyenead secured
vuring the night northwe.t of Isroy, near Rybalki, conti.aued during
tre night and early morning. The bridyeheaa was to be defended by
tne 52na Infentry Regiment and enlaryed toward the east,

Prepara ions Zor the attack on Yefremov were proceeding.,

The 5th Machine Bun Bettalion replacecd the usth Reconnaissance
Battalion on the line from west of Mogilki to the hills west of Kruglaya.
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The Reinrorced 4lst Infantry Regiment (motorized) reached the
Tro:na area,

The 23th Panzer Regiment was en route in the area of Arkhangelskoye,
making slow progress because of bad roads.

18 November

Corpe Situetion

The !rmy planned an advance in strenygth through Railroad Station
Volovo toward Yepifan, to secure the right flank of the LIIT Corps
and to take the important bridge over the Don River near Yepifan
unaamayed.

Tie Corps commander considered it very regrettable that despite
the lull in combat from mid-October to mid-November thc railrozd had
not brougnt in enough fuel, The corps had only enough for one division
to advance through Yepifan toward the Oka River,

18th Penzer Division. The 13th Reconnaissance Bettelion in the
evening reached Ossinovyy Kust, 12 kilometars northwect of Korovinka.
There was no contact with the enemy.

In preparation for the attack on Yefremov, it was important to
bring up to the division all of the vehjcles and especially the artillery
that had bogged down on the road. More and more venicle: anc ecuipment
were being abandoned pecause of broken axles and springs. The loth
Reconnaiscance Battalion on its march toward Cssinovyy Kust nad left
berind all three guns of the attached battery and all of the neavy
veauons, One of the two batteries atcached to the 4lcst Infantry
Re_iment (motnrized) and one battery of the antitank battalion was
lert benind during the march from Orel to Arkhangelskoye. During the
acvance by the 3d Battalion, 25ti: Artillery Regiment, from easc of
Dmitrovik to Xromy, 1l prime movers, 12 trucks, and 10 armored cars
vere abandonded.

10th Infantry Division (motorized). After the 1lstn Panzer Division
hao been supplied with enough fuel to advance from Yefremov toward
Yepifan, the remaining fuel would be given to che 10th Infantry
Division (motoriczed) for & new advance,

20th Infantry Division (motorized). At 1530 the Panzer Army
ordered one regyiment to be shiftec as soon as possible to Krapivna,
to establich a defence agyainst eventual Russian counterattacks from
Tule, With Frmy approvel the Corps decided to send insteac one
reciment of the 10th Infantry Division (motorized).
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19 November

18th Panzer Division. With the 41st Infancry Regiment (motorized)

and the 52d Rifle Regiment the division attacked ifrom the bridgehead
at Isrog tovierd Yefremov, After heavy fighting the division moved
into a seven kilometer sector on both sides of Bolchovskaya. The
Russian infantry was not especially strong, but it was accompanied

by artillery and some tanks, of which 1l were destroyed, The German
punzer regiment was not enyaged in combat, because it had not yet
reached the area, On the right a battalion of the 41lst Infantry
advanced through Sagryadskoya and reached Yefremov., Strong enemy
forces were encountered at the road fork north and wecst of Yasernovo.

A reinforced company of the 5th Machine Gun Battalion took the
bricye over the Mecha River near Kruglaya, but had to withdrav when
the Russians countsrattacked in regimental strength,

Tne 88th Reconnaissance Battalion, advancing toward Yepifan,
made contact with the Russians ten kilometers northesst of Xorovinka,
The 1luth Panzer Regiment, which could not be used in Yefremov, was to
be brought to this area.

10th Infantry Division (motorized. The Motorcycle Rifle attalion
encercu Chern in the evening, and the reconnaissance battalion reached
Gorbachevo.

25th Infantry Division. The division continued to concentrate its
units in Orel and the area tc the couthwest, The uivision was repairing
its venicle: ard preparing for combat.

Sth Infantry pivision (motorized). One reinforced regimental
group was to be moved ts the area Mtsensk-Chern, wiaich the 10tk Infantr
Division would leave the next day. At 1445 the 71:t Infantry Regyiment
was oraered to advance from Kerachev on 20 November to the Chern-
Mtsensk area, One battalion was to concentrate in the area of Gorba-
ciievy,

Corns Situation

At 1530 General Guderian arrived at Corps headouarters to review
the situation. The 2d Panzer Army was to advance toward Kdarhirs,
The XL Corps was to advence through Yepifan, northeast toward tne
Okhs River, «nd secure the Army's right flank. In order to accomplish
tiii: the corps would have to destroy the important railroad crossing
ten kilometers east of Gorlovo.

Tne CorpsCommancder decided that the lsth Panzer Divisica should
continue its attack near Yefremov and throw the enemy Lal* eoross
the Mdocna River, Then the 4lst Infantry Regiment should aavance
tiirough Korovinka toward Yepifan. The 83th Panzer Battalion should
toske Yepifan from the south,
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The 25th Infantry Division shoulc relieve 2ll the security
detachments of the 10th Infantry Division (motorized) on the highwey
an¢ railroed between Orel and Gorbacnavo, and move all itc troops to
Orel.

The 71lst Infantry Regiment {motorized), concentrated east of
Karachev and at Neryshkino, should proceed to the Gorbachevo-Mtsensk
area,

Acjacent units

On the right, advance elements of the XXXV Corps reached the
vicinity of Kulzschi. On the left the 167th Infantry Division reached
tne vicinity of Nikitskoye-Bogoroditsk, The day before reconnaissonce
patrols entered lightly defended Yepifan, bu: were recalled. In the
next few days the LIII Corps was to turn north and attack strony
Russian positions south of 3talinogorsk.

20 November

loth Penzer Division. The division attacked and broke through
eneny cefenses at the road fork north of Yaserovo, and a battalion
reachied the western edye of Yefremov, Elements of the 4lst Infantry
Regyiment (motorized), advancing fron the north, took the norchern
supurds and, pushing into the town, took the railroad station as an
enemy transport train was unicading. The Russians counterattacked
insice the town several timee, with tank support, but all of tne
ettacks were repulsed,

The corps commarder decided that sfter tcking Yeiremov the 4lst
Infentry should advance tceward Yepifan, destroying és much of the enemy
as poteible on the way. The 52d Infantry Regimernt should sz2cure the
cridgenead from the Russian: concentrated nortiheast of Bolchovskaya.

The 38th Panzer Reconnaissar.ce Battalion at noon reached Mikhai-
loveskoye. P small Russier force stationed there retreated toward
+thie southecat.

In the afternoon tie situation ¢f the cisision became criticel,
The 41lst Infantry repulsed Russian counterattazks ana took the northern
and western parts of Yefremov, with its important synthetic rubber
nlant, but from the south strong Russian forces, after penetrating
through covering elemencs of the 5th Motorcycle Battalion, attackad
the line Gaiitsyihrsenjeva. In addition, troops were observed detraining
from a transport ssutn of the Mecha, The advance of the 18tn Panzer
Rejiment to join the 6oth Panzer Reconnais:ance Battalion was stopped,
srd tie regiment was ordered to the area of the railroad crossing
.outh of sArkhangelskoye, to protect the division': supply line, The
ccvance of the 4ist Infentry toward Yepifan was postponed,
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10th Infantry Division (motorized). The 20th Infrntry Regiment
(motorized) and the motorcycle battalion in the evening reached the
arca of Teploye,

29th Infantry Division (motorized). The Reinforced 71lst Infantry
Regiment (motorized) reached tne Mtsensk-Gorlachevo area in the : ™
evening. 2t noon the corps informed the division that,av soon as its
gasoline supply had been replenished, the division would move to the
Teploye area., At 1700 the Corps directed that the division move the
next dey to the Bogoroditsk area, Tne following day it was to cross
the Don between Yepifan and Lyutovich end attack Savina.

Corpsz Situation ;

There was a fuel shortage, which made it difficulr to plan long
mercheu, Because of lack of fuel, elemente of the¢ 1Uth Infaniry
Division could not leave the Gorbachevo-Mtsensk area before midday.
Clog_<v roads made the transport of fuel very difficult. Because of
accicents and bad roads the columns were very long, and only about
half of tne marchiny unit: reached their dectination,

Ldjacent Units,

On the left only light noldiny elements of <he LIII Corps remainec
in tre erea east and northeast oi Bogoroditsk. Most of the corps
vas engeged in heavy fighting south and southwest of Stalinogorsk.

293d Infantry Division, Advance elements of the division were
approsc.ing Darischtschi and should reach it in tre eveninyg, Mosc
of the division would enter Novocsil the following dey.

21 Nowvember

18th Pancer Division., The Russiens who had penetrated the
Komed koye ares were trrovn beck by the combined efiforts of the 16th
Penter Regiment, wlich attacked from the northwest and northeact, and
clements of the Sth Motorcycle Rifle Reyiment, which attacked from
the southeast. The Russzions fled south, where most of them were
intercepted by advancing units of the 293C Infantry Division and
deztroyad,

The sicievion north of Yefremov was dufficult, In the city
bitter street fiyhting continued, One regiment of the Russian Gth
Guard Division wes defending it. The Russiang had also brought in
tanks of the 150th Tank Brigadc, and moct of them were damaged. It
vae maported before noon that a large column, partly motorized, partly
.iors=dravn, wes obscrved west of Andreyevka moving south, and another
icrge column, including 35 guns, was moving along the railroad toward q
Yeiremov, The Luftwaffe attacked the column with the guns, and the
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Russians were unable tc commit chose troops., Reinforcements did
rcech Yefremov from the east. Russian planes supported the grqund
battle for Yefremov continuously, and with considerable intensity.

10th Infantry Division (motorized). The 8Sth Panzer Reconnaicsance
Battalion, attached to the 10th Division, reached Yepifan from the
sou*h, taking it after overcoming stiff resistance. Other forward
mot. .ized elements of the 10th Infantry Division (except for the
41st, whicl. was with the 18th Panzer Division), reachad Yepifan in
the evening. Most of the division was in the area of Bogoroditrsk and
southwect,

25ti. Infantyy Division, Marching Group 1, the 29th Reconnais-
sence Battalicn aiig 29th Motorcycle Rifle Battalion, and Marching
Gwoup 2, the 15th Infantry Regiment with attachec element: of the
29ti. Artillery Regiment and the 29th Engineer isttalion, were advencing
to tue northeast. At 0300 the l2ading echelon reached Chern., The
cavence sas held up by heavy traffic and bad road conditions on the
highway towara Tula. Especially difficult was tie section where the
road from Chunino to Teploye branches to the east eud is not paved.

The advance detachment reached Pavlpva after dark. Furtier
edvince was impossible. Some elements of the 29th Reconnaiscance
Bzttalicn had reached Chernvayevka. The rest of the division jiag
sitting on both sides of tiw road.

At 2250 the division ordered the 15th Infantry to proceed the
next cay to Kaganovich, south of Bogoroditsk, and be ready for an
attack on Yerifan,

Corps Situation

The 18th Panzer Division was ordered, first, in cooperation with
the advence battalion of the 293d Tnfantry Division, to destroy the
enery west of Yefremov, then open the rosd to the north for the 4lst
Iniaatry.

whe 23th Infantry Divasion (mctorized), minus the Reinforced 7ist
In untry Regiment (motorized), which was to remain in the Mtsersk-
Go.bachevo area in Army reserve, was to advance through Yepifan and
.7ke the crossroads at Savina. It was also vo reconnoiter tc the
-cuta from Yepifan toward Xruykova, and de:troy road bridyes near
Foourwova and Nikitskoye. At 2300 the Corp: orcered the 71lst Inlfantry
o move the next day to the area Krasnoye-Slobsda-Chunine

Tiie 10th Infantry Division (motorized) was to cestroy the rail-
roc. crassing ten kilometers east of Gerlovo, The Reinforced
35¢.: Infantry Reyiment (motorized) of the 25th Infantry Division
wee to e moved to the area Chunino-Krapivna-Plavsk, to remcin in
Army rescrve,
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Av 1000 the Corps was informed that in view of the very difficult
situdrion itc mission to procecd in the .nin 1 direction of Ryazan
was called off, Elements of the Corps east of Tula and near Yefremov
must be committed there if new units of a Russian Siberian division
had arrived as reported. The whole Second Panzer Avmy tiould take
W, Lo angive pooitione.,

Iy

22 November

lLth Panzer Division., Fighting in Yefremov was heavy. The
Russians &till held the scuthern tip of the city., Some encmy tanks
edvanciag ‘rom tne porth along the railroad from Snamenskoye were
throun back by elements of the 4lst Infantry Reyiment (motorized).
Duriny the day the Yablouova bridge was repaired, and the trocps which
viere defending the bridygehead near Isroy were moved iarther south,
It was not clear whether the Russians still occupied the area Xamenxa-
Koloczzi-couthwest of Turdey.

10th Infantry Division (motorized). Despite difficulties with
the supply of gesoline the aivision vias approaciing fepifan. The

’8th Reinforced Reconnaissance Battalion reacred Orlovka in the evening.

Local =ources reported that the Russzians were nolding Gorlovo with one
regiment ana some tanks,

Sth Infantry bLivicion (mctorized). The 35tn Infantry Regiment
(motorized) was sent to lirmy reserve in tie ares Chunino-Plavsk-
Xrapivna to replace the 7lst Infantry. The rest of the division was
concentrated southwest of Orel,

22th Infantry Division (motorized). 1The mission for the day
wns to take Savina, At G500 the Corps command ordered the 7lst
Irnfeontry to move to the Krasnoye-Slobouwa-Chunine area to corps reserve,
Later 1n 1w day it was ordered to move to the area Yepifan-Kayanovicn,

1

th
hie regiment entered Gorbachevo at 1140,

=3

At 0700 tne advance detachment of “ - reconnaiscance battalion
reccned Cuernyeyevka., At 130G the battalion reached Lomovke, An
aour l#cer forwardG patrol: reached Sukroma. The battalion reached
Yepifan at 1700 anu was ordered to ¢dvance the next day toward the
north, At 2040 the bhattaiion reported that Roshdestvena was in
Ruscian hands It also reported that 50% of its vehicles were lost
aal its suppl y of fuel would take it orly 20 kilometers

Close behind the reconnaissance battalion came the 3d Battalion,
15th Infantry Regiment. The Motorcycle Battalion followed it, reaching
Lomovka a half hour after the reconnaissance battalion., The staff
of t..e 15tn Infantry and the 3d Battalion entered Earikovo at 1600,

B~1l




P JRRSRRIREES e TR R R Y N e Y )

(; The 2d Battalion was in Pavlovka. The lst had not arrived, becaus=2
it was out of gascline, Many vehicles had becii lLeft behind., Combat
elemeats of the 15th Infantry were ordered to move to Railroad
Station Yepifan®* the next day.

The division informed the corps that because of very bad roads,
vehicle accidents and breakdowns, and difficulties with the supply
of fuvel, continuing with the advance would present problems. Corps
directed, however, that at least the advance elements should proceed
tl.e next day to Yepifan,

The 29th Engineer Battalion was ordered, in cooperation with
the reconnaissance patrols of tiie reconnaissance battalion, to send
a special detacnment to the Don River crossing near Kruykova to blow
up the bridge there as well as the vne at Nikitckove.

Adjacent Units

On the left the LIII Corps was engaged in neavy fighting szouth
and coutlwest of Donskoy with newly arrived Siberien troops.

293¢ Infantry Division, RLuvence elements, advanciny from Gaiitsy,
in the evening reached Cuwnova, Most of the division was in the
reyion Glebova-Meslovs.,

23 November

lsth Panzer Division. The 5th Machine Gun Battelion croused the
Mechra end was mopping up the southern part of the Mecha curve, up to
the Dubiki-Bnd. Myedovaya area. The 18th Panzer Regiment and the
52d Infancr; Regiment advanced towarc the east towaru Railroad Station
Burzlom and then along the railviay to the south, attacking the Rugsians
reported the cay before to be north of Yefremov. The Ruszians were
thrown back and retreated toviard the east, The northern tip of
Yefremov vias reached,

Tre second Ermy, on the 1l.bt, nad decicec to Lyzais Yerfrems:

witi ito left llnu, and bonvecuently the clements of the 1,th Penzer
J;v151on north ol Yefremov could not be relieved.

10th Infantry Division (motorizecd). The 88th Recconnaiczance
Pattalion took Goriovo without resistance and reached the railvoad
jurction to the east in the evening. The demolition party destroyed
che western part of the crossing, while the Russians were destroying
tihc eastern part. Reconnaisseance patrols reconnoitering in the

* Note that, 1s is the cate in many instances in Russia, the toun
¢ 1t railroad otation are a considerable distance apart.
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airection of Mikhaylov reported that Gagarino was clesr of 3u§sians.
Because of a lack of fuel the rest of the 10th Infantry Division
could not £ollow the reconnaissance battalion,

29th Infantry Division {motorized). The reconnaissance battalion
staprted north at 0730. Near Aleskhina it encountered enemy forces,
which were driven off after a short fight., At 0900 the battalion
took Roshdestvena and the bridge north of it, capturing two cificers
end ten men 9f the Russian 17272 Regiment, 41lst Cavalry Division,
Lt 1200 the battalion took Adshomka after heavy fighting., At 1700
the reconnaissance battalion was concentrated at Railroad Station
Yepifan, on tne east, north, and west.

At 0830 the 3d Battaiion, 15th Infantry Regiment, reached Yepifan
anu rollovied the elements of the reconnaissance battaiion on the
roaa to Railrosa Station Yepifen, The battalion reached Roshdestvena
at 1100. At 1340, after heavy fighting, the battalion ook Bolschaya
Mikheylovka and reached the railroad station. The Russians had blown
up the railroad tracks and burned tl» station, but larye amounts of
grain and fuel vere saved. Tphe battalion advanced to Alexeyevka,.

The 2c Battalion, 15th Infantry, having advanced through Yepifan,
encounterad Russians three kilometers north of thc town and drove them
off, From a hill, infantry guns fired on a Russian column marching
from Urusovo nocthwest toward Suchovka, The 2d Battalion snent the
night in Urusovo, The lst Battalion was in Yepifan,

One platoon of the 29th Engineer Battalion, assigned to guard
th2 crossing ¢J the Don at Bryukova, reached the river without meking
contact with the enemy. Because the bridge at Nikitskoye was
reeupied ty the enemy, the platococn would spend the night in Sinkovo
ara blow up the bridge the next day. The bridge over the Don near
Yepifan was being held by elements of the 2d Company, 29th Engireer
Battalion., Other elements of the company were assigned to the bridge
&t Murgvlyanka.

The division had reported its strength to Corps as follows:

2a Battalion, 15th Infantry - S squads

54 Battalion, 1iS5th Infantry - 7 squads

2a & 3¢ Battelions, 29th Artillery Regiment - each 5 guns
529th AT Battslion and 59th AZA Compary =~ no guns

At 1850 the Corps released the 7l:t Infantry Pegiment, less one
wattalion, ana the division ordered it to move on the 24th to Rlexeyc: ka
tarough Railroad Station Yepifan., The reconnaissaawee cattalion, 15th
Infantry, was to éttack Rogatschev., throuch Cavina. The 15th Infantry
:oala proceed to the crossroads three kilometers west of Savina., At
2210 the corps informed the divi<ion that the 4th Panzer Division
would advance through that crossw2oad tc attack Venev,

B-13




RO
T
prR s

T

Cupadio

R VAR S s A - R ———— . 4 e & 1

25t} Infantry Division., One infantry battalion relieved the
nfantry elements of tie 1l0th Infaatry Division that were in the
seccor Orel-Mtsensk,

In the area between Yefremov and the Don, the southeastern flank
var protected by the 1lst batvtalion, 10lst Infantyy Regiment, in the
Korovinke area, one company of the 8uth Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion
in the Mikhaylovskoye area, and a detachment of the 29th Infantry
Division (motorized) near Kruykove.

Reconnaissance reported Russian infantry and artillery in the
area Ivanovskoye-Sofinka-Railroad Station Ptan, and near Nikitskoye.

Russian air activity was particularly heavy near Yefrem v,
"orlovo, and Yepifan, Boceause of a lack of antiaircraft artillery
and rfighter planes, casualties to men and venicles ware heavy,

The 29th Infantry Division wes ordered to advance through Savina
toward Zaraysk, while its reserve elements turned west to destroy the
Russian iorces near Donskoy, in front of the LIII Corps. On 25 November
the 25th Intantry Division would take over protection of the souta-
east ilank of the Corps, deploying the 35th Iniantry Regiment (motorized)
for tnat purpose in tae Teploye~Kusovka area. The 115th Infancry
Reygiment (motorized) would be sent to Army reserve in the Gorbachevo-
Mtcensk area, replacing the 35th Infantry Regiment,

24 November

w————.

13th Panzer pivision. Most cf trc Russians opposing the division
withdrew & short distance to the east and norcheast., However, strong
forces vccupiad the eastern and southern bank of the Mecha River and
vere shelling Yerremov from time to time, In the morning one rein-
forced battalion of the 4lst Infantry Regiment edvanced tirough
Koldezi towarc Korovinks., Overcoming wesik enemy resistance in the
area of Andreyevka, the battalion reacheq the area south of Korovinka.
Reconnaissance east to the line indreyevika~-Railroad Station Ican-
Iva.,nvekoye-Chernava, organized by the lgth Panzer, and 29th und
10th Inlaic «'r Divisions (motorized), ronorted weak enemy forces
except in Ivanskoy2, Skopin was clear of Russiens,

25th Infantry Division (mctorized)., The preconnaiszance battalion
movea to Teploye and the motorcycle rifle battalion to Chzrn.

10th Infantiy Division (motorized). The 83th Fanzer Reconnaissance
Bettalion secuared the railroad crossing east of Goriovo. The kein-
forced 18th Reconnaissance Battalion took Mikkhaylov around noon and
seized the crossing over the Pronya River intact, it the airport
on tne northern edge of Mikhaylov eight loaded transport planes were
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taken, cnd chree ~thers destroyed., The motorcycle rifle battalion
and the st Battalion, 20th Infantry, were moving from Yepifan to
Gorlovo and eventually Mikhaylow.

29th Infantry Division (motorized). In the morning the reconniis-
sance battalion started advancing to the north, followed on hour
later by the 15th Infantry Regiment, minus the 2d Battalion, which
vias defending the area around Railroad Station Yepifan until the
arrivael of a beitalion of the 71st Infantry Regimant,

At 0820 the reconnaissance battalion encountered strong Russian
infantry ana cavalry forces at the eastern edge ol Novosyolki., The
civision ordered the battalion to bypass the enemy on the eza.t and
proceedl tec Savina, However, the order was not received in tim2, and
the battalion attacked Novosyolki. Tuking the village ot 1030, the
battaliorn auvanced toward the hills southeast of Dudkino, whither the
Russiens had retrected, Toking Dudkino, it continued on :oward the
high ground to the north, where, according t¢ a prisoner, elements of
tne 166th,170th, and 1l7th regiments of the Russian 4lst Cavalry
Division were deployed,

The reconngissance battalion reached the hills west of Pustoschi,
tock Lichatscievka, and at 1600 encircled and took Savina., Tae
battalion cook 42 prisoners, three trucks, ore tank, one infantry
Jun, «nd one antitank gun.

The 71lst Infantry Regiment took over from the 29th Engineer
Battalion protection of the bridge in Muravlyanka. The lct Battalion
wes ordered to Railrosd Station Yepifar, where it arrived at 1445,

The lst Battalion, 15th Infantri, took Karkadinove at 1140 and
followed the reconnaissance battalicn through Sokolovka. The 3d
Battclion aavanced throuuh Aleksandrovka and crossed the Pronya,

At 1250, with littie resistance, the 15th Infantey took Pustoschi,
capturing about 40 prisonerg, many horses, and various items of
cquipment., Advearcing toward the west, the lst Battelion met no
Russian resistance, At 1520 it reached Spaskove., Th-are it remained.
The 3d Battalion reached Novaya Yakovlevka at 16N0 and was to proceed
to Isbitschi. (An order not to ¢go to Novaya Yakovlevka, out to turn
west and soutnwest and attaci in that direction, had been receaved

at 1140,)

The division plan was ©¢0 advance tu the north, witin the west
flank guarded by the 7lst Infantry Regyimem . After Savina was taken
the mission would be to dectroy tne enemv in frent of the LII:

Corps. To this end the division would t.. to the west and attack

in that direction, the reconnaissance battalion continuing toward

the north, The corps at 1990 crdered the reconnaissance battalion to
stay ir. Savina, prepared to move to the southwest in case the Russians
retreated toward the north. Plans for 25 November were:
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The 3d Battalion, 15th Infantry, should advence toward Sokol-
iniki and reccnnoiter tuward Sadonskaya, The 7ist Infantry, with the
2d Battalion, 15th Infantry, attached, should reach Granki, The le*
Battalion chould proceed to Mikhaylovka. Another battslion and most
of the artillery should, &s division reserve, proceed to Novaya
Yelevlenka. The engineer pattalion was ordered to send a stationary
patrol to the southern part of Lyutoyich. The reconneissance bsttalion
was ordered o send @ strong combat patrol to the bridge 4t Sere-
bryanye Prudy, while the rest of the battalion remainec at Sawvine,
and ectsblishea liaison with the 4th Parzer Division in Ozerki,

A platoon of the 2du Company, 29th Engineer Battalion, successfully
blew up the bridge in Nikitskoye. It was ovdered next to destroy the
brid e near Kulikovo and tien proceed to Uctyc-Bryukovs.

Adjacent Unit:

I

o]

On the rigint the Second Lymwy hac nst yet relieved the elements
the 18th Panzer Division that were near Yefremov. On the left the
4t Panzer Division advanced acrcss th2 Shat river and then turned
east to Ozerki, Its advance elements reached Podkozheye,

The 1ldth Panzer Division was orderea to senc the remaining
elements of the 4lst Infantry Regiment (mccorircd) to Yepifen end
start preparing to move, The 10th Infantry Divivior (motorized)
ves oruered o teke Skopin with the 83th Panzer Reconngiczsance
Buttalion and prep:ire €0 advance towasrd Ryazhk and Ryazento Jestroy
the railroad, The 29t Infentry Division (motorizec) was to destroy
the fresh, rested, Ffully-ecuipped 239th Siberian Infantry Division
which was in combat with the LIII Corps. in coordination with the
4th Panzer Division, ettacking Lrom the north.

25 November

1oth Panzer Divisicn, The cituation at Yefremov mace it possible
for the rest of the 4lst Infancry Regiment (motorizew) ard the luth
Ponzer Division, except for a part of the 52¢ Infantry Regiment, tuo
artillery hattalions, and the attached 5th Machine Gun Battalion, ©o
start marching towarc Korovinka. The 2d Battalion, 1Ci.: Infantry,
ves to be used in tihe area of Burelom to protect the advancz ©o the
~orth. Thne troops of the 18th Parzer Division remainind in end
zround Yeiremov viould be relieved by elements or the 51iih Infentry
xeoiment,

During the battle for Yefremov the 1l8th Panzer Div .sion enyaged
tne following Russian units: 2934 Infantry Division, 1.57th Infantry
Divicion, oth Guard Division, l2lst Armored Brigyade, «nd the 150th
Armorei Brigsde. The fighting was very bitter, and tle enemy counter-
attecked many times, A total of 2,235 prisoners were taken, Destioyed

B-16




1R
£,

e

TS

T

v A ey e T

™

Lt Dn bty

gl

tad

WENRTGITS

T < S U AU N Y NP ML T S Ca

N

..... —_— = T il

were: 23 tanks (medium and heavy), two avmored scout cars, two
antitsnk guns, four guns, and a great number of intentry weapons and
emmunition. The German tinit waich distinguished itself most in the
battle was the 4lst Infartry Regiment,

The lst Battalion, 10lst Infantry, of the 18th Panzer Division,
guarding the area near Korovi.ka, was to be attached te the 25th
Divigzion,

25th Infantry Division (motorizad). The reconnaissance battalion
reached Mikhailovskoye., The Motorcvele Rifle Battalion reacihed
MNikitskoyc. The rest of the divicion was on schedule, and proceeded
accordiny to corps orders. The situetion in the ares of Ivanczkoye-
Ptan Railroad Staticn was unchanged,

10th Infantyy Division (motorized). The Cuth Parzer Reconnaic-
sance Battalion occupied Chernava and took Skopin by micddy. The
10th Rezconneissance Battalion took Secharovkaye snd Plechino, Recon-
naicsance reports indicated the enemy forces west of Pronsk t 2re
veak., Maskovo, to the north, was free of Rucsians. Air cttocks on
the division were especielly hLeavy,

22th Iafancry Livision (motorized). Mo the Ructsien 239th Division
forces bro..e out of the ercirclement in which the German 29th Division
raa been participating, they encountered unit: of the 29th Division,
At 1015 the 15th Infantry Reyiment was orcereq to move its lst
Battalion from Spcskoye to Shirina. One patrel of the battalien,
mopping vp Shirina, encountered ctrong enemy forces and nac to retreat.
in a rreonnaissance of Ivanikovo (by the 3¢ Battaelion, 15th Inicntry)
a comoat patrnl wde overrun by Russiane, One oificer and several men
were reported misein., The lst and 3d Battalions of the 15th Infentry
atracked Shirine anc Ivanikovo in tne afternoon. An cofficer of the
Russian Ci7th Rifle Regiment, 239th Division, who was taken prisoner,
reported that hi. regiment had been alerted et midnight and started
moving at 0200 from Donckoy toward Ivanikovo,

The Rifle Battalion of the 15th Infantrv was reportec at 1045
TO nsve encounteved strong cnemy forces in Ivanikovo and suiferaed
34 casualtiers, inciading lo rdead. Tre battalion withdreu to Sokoliniki,
The lgt Battalion, meanwrile, was uneble to teke Shirina Dhecsuse of
ctrong resistance and prepared rew defense positions 1,5 kilomaters
southwest of Spaskoye in the face of enemy forces advancin, toward
the northeast., During the evening the hartalion was encircled end
attecked, taking hecvy ce.ualties, and losing threz heavy field
nowitzers of the 7th and 3th Betteries and one light howitzer of the
pth Battery, 29th Artillery Regiment., The pettalion commander and
wio ertillery officers were killed, The battalion managed to witia-
craw toward Noveya Yakovlevka, but only about thiree squeds oI the
bactalion survived,
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Tne 71lst Infantry Regiment, most of which was near Railroad
Stetion Yepifen, was ordered at noon to enter Mikhaylovka, earlier
rerovted to be clear of Russiars, and from there to reconnoiter
toward Donskoy. (Elements of the 1lst Battalion, 7lst Infantry, were
at Proscatschenyi Kolodezi.) The regiment encountered weask Russian
forces in Dubovaya and Nikolskaya. Russian cavalry patrols were
reconnoitering from these places toward the northeast., A truck and
cavilry columt was seen on the road between Nikolskaya and Bobrik,
heading north., The 2d Battalion, 7ist Infantry, was at Novaya Yakov-
levka, where the remnants of the lst Battelion, 15th Infantry Regiment,
nac retreated,

The reccnnaissance battalion reported at 11C0 that it had made
contact with the 33d Rifle Regiment, 4th Panzer Division, in Ozerki.
Patrols of the tattalion met advance detachments of the 4th Panzer
Bivision in Podkhezheye., The supply vehicles of the reconnaissance
battalion were attacked by Luftwaffe in Gremvacte-ve before noon and
suffered some casualties., (The division asked the corps to tell the
Luftwaffe that OGremygcheye was in German hands.) Reconnaissance
patrols of the reconnaissance battalion reached Prudskiye-Vyselki
at 1300, No enemy were encountered, It 1400 a patrol reached Krasnoye,
which a patrol of the 4th Panzer Division had also entered. The
reconnaissance patrol was attacked by an enemy company and withdrew
in the evening toward Prudskiye-Vyselki, After the attack on the
lst Battalion, 15th Infantry, the reconnaissance battalion was ordered
to send a detachment at once to G. Matovo, to establish liaison with
the 2d Battalion, 7lst Infantry. The battalion was to be prepared
to advance to the southwest the fcllowing day.

The 4th Panzer Division was to advance on the 256th from Ozerki tr
Spaskoye, and the 29th Division was to establish liaison with it.

Yepifan, and Railroad Station Yepifsn, where division headouarters
had been moved, were bombed many times during the day.

The division was ordered to attack and destroy the enemy in the
area north of Donskoy on the 26th, where the enemy vias reported to
have well prepared defense positions,

Corps Cituation

Because of inadecuate supply stores, the advance to the Oka
River was cancelled. The army ordered that the railroad between
Ryazhx and Ryazan be cut, as well as the railroad east of Moscow,
Tris was assigned to the 10th Infantry Divicion {motorized), The
18th Panzer Division, except for the elements still at Yefremov, was
to concentrate near Korovinka, and defend the area frum attack from
the southeast. The 29th Infantry Division was to hold against a
Tucsian breskthrough with its right wing, and attack Donskoy with
ive lefr,
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The 25th Infantry Division was to move the 35th Infantry Regiment
(motcrized) to the Yepifan area.

The following units were ordered to Germany for rest and
replenishment: The staff and two battalions of the l¥th Panzer
Regiment, the 63d Artillery Battalion (10cm guns), less one
battery, which was with the 422d Heavy Artillery Battalion,

26 November

13th Panzer Division. Division elements near Yefremov had not
yet been relieved., Some units of the division, to the extent transport
vas cvailable, were moving toward Korovinka. There were strong
Russian forces in the area Ivanovskoye-Ptan Railroad Stetion-Pyatelka,
The lst Battalion, 10lst Infantry, and the Reconnaissance Battalion
of the 25th Infantry Division (motorized) were assigned to hold the
enemy forces, The 18th Panzer and 25th Divisions were to attack there
on the 28th.

25th Infantry Division (motorized). The 35th Infantry Regiment,
iess the 3d Battalion, which was proceeding on foot, reached the
Yepifan area in the evening.

10th Tnfantry Division (motorized)., The Russians introduced
new troops near Chernava and Skopin. Arn attack in battalion strength
near Chernava was repulscd at middav, Under pressure from strong
enemy forces, about two reyimert: in strength, the 83th Panzer
Reconnaissance Battalion retreated to the railroad crossing west of
Gorlovo, where the division organized a coveriny force, Because of
lack of German air support and antiaircraft defense, the Russian
air force was very active, and the 10th Division could move only at
night. On the road from Gorlovo to Mikhevlov even single vehicles
were attacked from the air. There were mavy casualties in men and
nateriel,

29th Infantry Division (motorized). At midnight the Reconnais-
sence Battalion sent a patrol to G. Matcvo anxl established contact
with the lst Battalion, 15th Infantry, and the 2d Battalion, 7lst
Intfentry, in MNovaya Yakovlevka. At 1215 reconraissence patrols cut
the railroad line two kilometers northwest of Serebryanye Prudy,
taking four prisoners from the 1l3th Division (from Omsk).

he Reconnaissance Battalion took Dudkino at 1430, At 1800
the battalion was ordered tv advance, without the motorcycle battalion,
to Vyselki to stop the Russians, who seemed to be trying to break
through to the northeast. The battalion arrived at Vyselki at 2010,
when word came at 2300 from the Corps that a captured Russian army
order indicated that the 239th Infantry Division was to attack near
Ozerki during the night of 26/27 November or at latest the next
morning, the lst Battalion, 7lst Infantry Regiment, already ordered
to proceed to Vyselki in the morning, was told to start off at 0600,
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The lst Battalion, 7lst Infantry, had been orcered at 0835 to
postpene temporarily the scheduled attack on Nikolskaya, until the
situation on the right wing of the division cleared up. At 1440 the
1st Battalion had established contact with the LIII Corps in Donskoy
and Bobrik,

The 3d Battelion, 71st Infantry Regiment, which had been in
corps reserve in Yepifan, was ordered to return to the division and
move to Alexandrovka, to relieve the 15th Infant>y Regiment, The
battalion reached Alexandrovka at 0930. At 1645 the battalion was
attached to the 15th Infantry Regiment,

In the early morning, elements of the 4th Panzer Division entered
Spaskoye, but took soO many casualties that they had to withdraw. The
2d Battalion, 7lst Infantry, was ordered to take their place., At
1020 the 15th Infantry Regiment reported that, as a result of the
sttacks made by the two units on Spaskoye, Russian troops were moving
from Spaskoye toward Shirina. As of 1230, however, Spaskoye had not
been teken, The 33d Rifle Regiment, 4th Panzer Divicion, was in
the hills north of Spaskoye, while cthe 2d Battalion, 71st Iniantry,
was advancing on the town from the northeast. (Apparently it did not
take it,) The 15th Infantry Regiment reported enemy movements of
regiment strength from Shirina toward Spaskoye at 1705,

The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry, cleared the enemy from Sadonskaya,
taking several prisoners from the 818th Regiment, 229th Division.
The 2d Battalion, in Granki, and the 1st Battslion, 71st Infantry,
were to be relieved by a battalion of the 35tn Infantry Regimenc,
The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry, was to move t©» Dudkino in division
reserve,

The Motorcycle Rifle Battalion was ordered to advance at 0900
on 27 November through Savina and attack Serebryanye Prudy, then
reconnoiter to the north and east, The 4th Battery would be reattached
to the battalion.

The railroad station at Yepifan was bombed many times during
the day, but no damage resulted.

The duivision was ordered to send its Reinforced Reconnaissance
Battelion to secure the east flank of the XXIV Panzer Corps in the
Osetr sector, One enemy hattalion was reported north of the Osctr.
The 129th Iniantry Regiment was to be assigned to the XXIV Corps to
«ecure its right flank,

The 424 Engineer Combat Battalion was ovrdered to defend the

{ruycova area (having been relieved at Bryukova) and to reconnoiter
toward the southeast.
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27 November

18th Panzer Division. Althcugh sizable forces of the left wing
of the 2d Army (the 293d Division) reached Yefremov, the elements of
the 18th Fanzer Division and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion were not
relieved, The rest of the division continued to concentrate in the
Korovinka area. The 2d Battalion, 10lst Infantry Regiment, was
defending the area of Bvrelom, Remnants of the Russian 137th
Infantry Division were concentreted near Granovaya and east of
Burclom.

25th Infantry Division (motorized), The enemy line ran from
west of Ptan Railroacd Station to Iiiikhaylovskoye. Attdacking
Mikheylovskoye, the Russians took the eastern part of the town and
shelled the western part. The 25th Reconnaiscance Battalion,
which was west of the town, was forced towithdraw to north of
Rostove, Russian combat reconnaissance attacks toward Rostovo
vere repulsed,

The area Druykovka-Mikheylovskoye was reported to be clear
of Russians.

The 42d Engineer Combat Battalion was concentrated northwest
of Kruykova, defending toward the southeast.

The 119th Reinforced Infantry Regiment (motorized) reached
the Kaganovich area in the evening.

10th Infantry Division (motorized). Because of a shortage of
fuel, only the 3d Battalion of the 4lst Infantry Regiment entered
Gorlovo, The remainder of the regiment was in the Yepifan area.

The two Russ.an regiments which retook Skopin the day before
were no longer pushing forward.

The demolition ¢roup sent to destroy the railroad bridge at
Miloslavskoye accomplished its mission,

Because of Russian air attacks movement of troops during the
day was impossible., Even individual vehicles on the highway from
Mikhaylov to Ryazan were attacked., On the 2z&th and 27th the
Ruscicns had about 60 planes in the air intermittently. All units
reported heavy losses. The 10th Reconnaissance Battalion had
1 dead, 29 wounded.

29th Infantry Division (motorized). At 0430 the 15th Infantry
Regiment reported that the Russians were attacking the 2d Batteslion,
7ict Infentry Reyiment, at Novaya Yakovlevka. The Russians struck
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with over two regiments from three directions, and forced the
defending battalion to withdraw toward A._exandrovka, Camouflaged
in white coveralls, the enemy had been able to come up on the
defenders unopserveaq.

The 1lst Battalion, 7lst Infantry, was ordered to Dudkino at
0645. The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, having been
relieved by the 2d Bettalion of the 35th Infantry Regiment at
Grenki, vas ordered at 0900 to proceed at once to Dudkino, for
probsble use against Novaya Yakovlevka, Ten minutes later the
order went out to <he 7lst Regiment, to advance north from Dudkino
and retake Novaya Yakovlevka with all available forces, These
amounted to the lst Battalion, 71st Infantry Regiment, remnants
of tne Zd Battalion, the 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry, and remnants
of the 1lst, Antually elements of the 2d Battalion, 71st Infantry,
an¢ lst Battalion, 15th Infantry, had already attescked and taken
Novaya Yakovlevka, The 2d Battelion suffered 40 men dead and
about the same number wounded.

The lst Battalion, 15th Infantry, and elements of the Recon-
naissence Battalion had occupied defensive positions south of
Vyselki, with their front to the scuth. The enemy burned radio
stetions of the lst attalion, 1%th fnfantry, ond the 3d Battalion,
71st Infantry, at 0235, One hcavy howitzer, two light howitzers,
and 2ll antitank guns were lost., The 2d Battalion, 7lst Infantry,
had only 20 vehicles leit, It had been ordered to attack Vyselki
from the southwest,

The 24 Company of the Motorcycle Rifle Battalion reported
at 1010 thet it had reached Alexandrovka. Enemy stragglers were
withdrawing to the northeast, The battalion was ordered to proceed
toward Gremyacheye, Having reached that town at 1215, the battalion
was ordered to stop the enemy south of the town, moving east.

At 1120 new regrouping was ordered, The lst and 2d Battalions,
71lst Infantry, with the Motorcycle Battslion, were given the northern
sector of tne division area; the lst and 3d Battalions of the 15th
Infantry, and the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, were given the
southern sector. The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry, was to be in
division reserve behind the 71lst Infantry.

One compeny of the 15th Infantry made an unsuccessful attempt
cO retake Spaskoye, At 1445 the LIII Corps reported that the 167th
Division had taken the town, capturing 36 guns, 15 tanks, 700
prisoners, and numerous other items,

The Reconnaissance Battalion reached the Podkliozheye area

at 1600, and its advance elements made contact with the 4th Panzer
Pivision,
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Thi divi ion wer ordered to advance on the 2Utl. touarld
zareysk to protect the flanks and rear of the XXIV Corps. The
Motorcycle Rifle Battalion and the 4th Battery were to he attacned
to it, and to send an advance detachment toward Serebryanye Prudy
after entering Pocskhosheye.

Corps Situation,

In an attempt to halt the enemy advance near Mikhaylovskoye,
the Corps Commander decided to attack in the Railroad Stetion Ptan-
Ivanovskoye area., The 18th Panzer Division and 25th Infantry
Division (motorized) (minus the 35th Infuntry Regiment, in corps
reserve) were ordered to ectack and attempt an encirclament of
the area on 29 November. The 10th Infantry Division (motorized),
upon errival of the 41st Infantry Regiment (motorized), wes to
retake Skopin, which had been occupied by two Russian regiments.
The 29th Infantry Division (motorized) was to advance tiwrough
Screbryanye Prudy toward Zaraysk to protect the flank of the
XXIV Panzer Corps, and send detachments to destroy the railrcad
bridye over the Oka north of Schurova.

The boundary line between the 10th end 29th Divisions ran:
eastern edye of Yepifan-Maschkovo-18 kilometers northwest of
Mikhaylov - Railroad Station alpaycewvo-40 kilometers northwest of
Ryezan., Between the 29th Division and XXIV Panzer Corps the
line ran: Ogzerki, west of Savrina-Usunovo-Ozerki, 30 kilometers
cact of Kashira,

28 November

Corpsg Situation,

The situation in front of the 18th Panzer Division and the
25th Infuntry Division (motorized) was unchanged, except for
intermictent avtillery fire from both sices, as the two German
divisions prepared to attack the next day. The 13th was to attack
toward Sofinka and the hills to the wesc, making its main effort
astride the railroad through Railroad Station Ptan. he 25th
Infantry Division (motorized) was to meke its main effort along
the highway between Mikhaylovskoye and Ivanovskoye., Both divisions
were the target of several air attacks during the day.

The 10th Infantry Division situaticn was unchanged.

The 10lst Antiaircraft Regiment wxs able to find motor trans-
port for some of its elements and was proceeding from Orel, with
three light and three heavy batveries, They were to be attached
to che 10th Infantry Division (motoriczed).
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On the southrast flank of the corps, toward kanneburg, there
were no Russian forces established. Skopin and Pronsk were in
Russian hanas., Although the Russians seemed to have no plans to
attack, combat reconnaissance units in strength, in2luding tanks,
probed from the direction of Ryazan toward the area northwest of
Mikheylov. Mt night Russian columns (apparently from the area
northwest of Railroau Station Yepifan) were crossing the road
Gorlovo-Mikhaylov under cover of darkness,

29th Infentry Division (movorized), The Rezonnaissance
Battalion reported at 0950 that Prudskiye-Vyselki' was clear of
Russians, but Krasnoye and the forest two kilometers west of it
were occupied,

Various units were engaged in mopping up the area norch uf
Yepifaen. The regiments were ordered to regroup after the mopping
up was completed, the 15th in the Dudkino Area, and the 7lst in
the area southwest of Gremyacheye, The remnants of the lst
Battalion, 15th Infantry, and the 2d Battalion, 7lst Infantry,
viere to be combined into a replacement battalion.

The Motorcycle Rifle Battalion entered Podskoscheye at 1145,

The Raconnaissance Battalion et 1245 encountered strong enemy
forces in Krzsiaoye and the hills to the northeast. ttacking,
the battalion took Krasnoye and reported that the railroad station
at Frudy was clear of the enemy, The battalion was ordered to 1
proceed at 00830 the next morning ¢nd occupy Railroad Station
Prudy, then establish a bridgehead over the Usetr and reconnoiter
toward the northeast, up to the highwey Venev-7araysk. The 7lct
Infentry was ordered to advance to Serebryanye Prudy in tiie morning.
Onz heavy and one light antiaircraft bettery viere c¢O> be attached
to the division, but the time of their crrival was uncertain,

The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, was ordered pack to the
regiment.

23 November

18th Panzer and 25th Infantry Divisions. During the night
strong enemy counterattacks were repuvlsed on the southern wing
of the 18th Panzer Division, coming from the area viest of Mikhay-
lovskoye (25 kilometers northeast of Yefremov), The en:my along
the Burelom-Drasovka line was increasingly active,

The joint attack of the two divisions proceeded according to
:chequle, The Russians near Mikhaylovskove fought hard and were
~efeated only by encirclement, The divisions reached the line
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Railroad Stetion Ptan-Sofinks-Ivansvskoye, ccmpletinc their mission.
(_ The 18th Panzer Division took 200 prisoners and three guns; the

25th Division took 60 prisoners and four antieircraft pieces and
counted 200 Russian dead,

10th Infantry Division (motorized;j. There was no change in
the situation,

29th Infantry Division (motorized), The Reconnaissance
Battalion left Podskosheye at (0530, marched through Krasnoye,
and reached Serebryanye Prudy ¢t 0835, The bridge across the
Osetr was captured intact and the place was set afire, The bridge-
head was secure from all sides, Reconnaissance patrols were sent
towarc Zsraysk and along the railroad line toward Uzunovo, For
about 15 kilometers in all directicns no Russians were reported,
Small rear guards were retreating -o he north, Prudy was bombed
several times during the day, but wita minor damage.

The Reinrorced 7lst Infantry Regiment left Gremyacheye and
reached Serebryanye Prucy at 1300, making contact with the Recon-
naissance Battalion., The 3¢ Battalion secured the scuthern part
of Prudy. The 1lst Battalion was at Krasnoye.

The Reconnaissance Battalion was to attack Zaraysk on 30 November
and send out demolition grouvns against the railroad line, The 71lst
Infantry was ordered to take ovner protection of the bridgehead
(f' by 1100 and then reconnoiter on a 20 kilometer radius. The 15th -
1 ) Infantry should move at 09C0 iom Gremyccheye and concentrate in
i the Prudy-Krasnoye area.

Corps Situation.

L light RAbattery of the 1l0lst AR Regiment, which had reached
Gorlovo in the morning, shot dcvin four Russian planes during the
day, In addition the 10th Infartry Division , which had taken
11 planes at the Mikhaylov airfield, shot down two planes with
infantry fire and Jamaged five, The damaged planes made forced
lendings ¢nd were destroyed by reconnaissance patrols,

ACjacent Units

On the right, the 293d Infantry Division had its left wing
near Yefremcv and extended to the south-southeast. On the left,
the 167th Infantry was regrouping for a march to the north, The
17th Panzer Divisior, under heavy pressure, retreated to the area
of the road fork 20 kilometers south of Kashira,
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30 November

18th Panzer Division. The divisicn consolidated on the line
it had reached on the day before. 71he front line extended from
Burelom, through Krasavka-Malaya-Nike¢lskeye~Railroad Station
Pten and to the north.

25th Infantry Division (motorized). The division took an
airfield 8 kilometers southeast of Ivanovskoye.

10th Infantry Division (motorized). The division conducted
intensive reconnaissance in its sector. A Russian detachment of
battalion strength, from the officers' school at Vladimir, supported
by twelve tanks, attacked in the <rea northeast of Mikhayiov.
The ottack was repulsed and three tanks were destroyed.

29th Infantry Division (motorized)., The 7lst Infantry Regiment
took over the bridgehead at Serebryanye Prudy so that the Recon-
naissance Battalion could move on Zaraysk, According to prisonerc
(18Cth Regiment), the city was heavily defended, with minefields
and field fortifications south oi it.

The Reconnaissance Battalion encountered a str-ang enemy force
near Alieryevo. These were construction troops laying minefields
and other obstacles, The battalion took Alferyevo and reached
tre read fork north of the town. Low flying Russian planes attacked
there ¢nd at Serebryanye Prudy around noon. The division ordered
the Reconnaissance Battalion to take Zaraysk the next day. Four
groups of engineers from the engineer battalion vould be attacl.ed
to the battalion to blow up the railroad line the following night,

The 15th Infantry Regiment reeched the area Prudy-Krasnoye,
A reinforced company of the regiment was ordered to take over the
sezcuring of the road fork north of Alferyevo from the Reconnaissance
Battalion,

Army Plans

The army was preparing to launch a concentrated assault on
Tule on 2 December, while guarding itc flanks on the east and the
north. To the XLVII Panzer Corps was assigned the job of covering
the east flank, north from its southern wing, which was in contact
with the Second army, on the line Korovinka~Chernava-Gorlovo-
Mikhaylov-Serebryanye Prudy. Beyond this line onlyv reconnaissance
activity would be carried on,

Creat importance was attached to the permanent destruction
of the raiiroad line betvieen Moscow and Voronezh.
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The corps was to reconnaiter s supporting position on the
(‘ line from east of Xorovinka to Yepifan to the railroad bridge over
[ the Don west of Railrnad Station Yepifan,

] Adjacent Units. The Second Army, on the right of the xiViI Corps,
3 was to continue its offensive toward the Don River, On its left
the 293d Infantry Division would start its advance toward the
northeast from Yefremov on the lst. On the left of the Second
Panzer Army the Fourth Army would attack from the area north-
west of Serpuchov toward the northeast on 2 December.

1 December

] Corps orders.

At 10G0 the Army Commanding General reported that the Army
intended to strengthen its front near Kashira in order later to
advance to the west against Tula with the XXIV Curps. In view Of
this the 29th Infantry Division (motorized) was tc be atteched
to the LIII Corps and advance northwest on the right wing of ti.e
17th Paazer Divisicn. The 25th Infantry Division (motorized)
was to go to Army reserve in the Savina-Railroad Station Yepifan
area, The XLVII Corps, with the 18th Panzer srd 1Gth Infantry
Divisions, was to secure the east flank of the Army on che line
Korovinka-east of Gorlovo~Mikhaylov. In addition, since the 24
Army hed not movea its left wing to Korovinka, the 18th Panzer
Division would also cover another 30 kilometers between Korovinkea
and Yefremov, making the front 180 ki .ometers in lergth.

Because of the new mission the advance toviard Zeraysk was
cancelled. The a&ssault on Skopin planned for 2 December, a~¢ the
destruction of the road from Ryazk to Ryazan, were to be post-
roned, because the units of the 25tr Infantry Division which were
t£o have secureu the southern wing of the 10th Infantry Division
auring the advance were not available, The length of the front
and the lack of available troops made it impossible to tie up
large forces of the 10th Division in the attacx on Skopin,

The Corps Commander decided to shorten the right wing of the
18th Panzer Division to the north to the area of Tudey., Only vweak
forces would be deployed in the Burelor.-Krasovka area until relieved
by the 2d Army. The 10th Infantry Division, supported by the battle
group at Mikhayiov, would secure the line from Chernave through
Pavelets to northeast of Mikhaylov, ancd prepare defense positions,

29th Infantry Division (motorized), The 7th Company, 15th
Infantry, was ordered to take over the defense of Rlferyevo and
the road fork to the north, The company arrived there at noon,
and was cent back at 1840 to Serebryanye Prudy. The Reconnaissance
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Battalion sent patrols toviard Zarsysk, which reportea active
Russian patrolling in the arca. Following receipt of The Army's
order, the battwlion was ordered to continus its reconnoitering
towera careysk but to make its main effort toward Kashira.

Strong combat groups of the Reconnaiscance Battalion reached
kukovo at 1400, Patrols west of the Osetr eztablished the fact
thet the line Yakechino-Meslovo was ~lear of the enemy, but that
the Russians had reconnaissance pacrols in front of Zaraysk, No
nlace for crossing the Osetr was found.

Reconnaissance patrols of the 71lst Infentry Regiment reported
that Osovo and Nekrasovo were ¢lear of Russians, but that they
were laying mines on the road southwest of Nekrasovo, Motorized
elements were reportedc locally to have viithdrawn from Osovo to *he
ncrtheest.,

The Reconnaissance Battalion at 1600 reported thet the area
west of Alferyevo 23 far as Bogatishchevo was clear cof the enemy,
weak enemy forces heving withdrewn toward the northeest the previous
night, OCne patrol of the battalion moved through Patrovo and
Dyckonovo and established thut the area was defended by about
40-50 men and one tanxk., More tanks were seen neer Petrovo, but
the number was uncetermined,

Reconnaissance patrols of the 15th Infantry Regiment found
no enemy forces up to the road Buginka-Serkovza, To the west no
troops viere found either, but a partly finished minefjeld was
Jdiscovered necar Rogatskiye Vyselki.,

The division reported to the LIII Army Corps tihat each of tie
reginents had two weak battalions., The artillery reqiment had
five light batteries, each with two or three guns, and one heavy
bactery with two guns. One howitzer battery of the Ll7th Heavy
Artillery Battalion was still at Railroad Station Yepifan., It

2c reported at 1680C that the enemy was advanciny in .trendgth
from tiie northeast, east and southeast, An especially strony
force vwas in the forest soutlhieast of Reilroad Station Mordves,
where about 50 tenks were observed.

The Commanding General of the LIII Corps gave the 29th Division
the following mission for the next day: The division was tc move
to the line Glubokoye-Bolschaya-Orecheva, The Reconnaissance Battalion
should remain in Alferyevo and protect the east and north flarks.
The 29th Motorcycle Battalion was ordered to Railroad Station
Uzunovo.
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2 December

29th infantry Division (motorized). The regiments started
touvard the new area at 1000, Near Tolstyye the 15th Infantry
encountered a bridge that had been destroyed, 1. patrol found
another wey acrosc, and the lead eilements crossed the Osetr at
1430, Pescing through Tolstyye and Moygora Novaya, near which the
3¢ Battalion cncountere i an oxtensive minefield, tiwe bulk of the
regiment reached its ¢ iigned position. Some elements turned to
the east and at 1500 w.re passiny through Yesipcvo.

The Reconnaicsance Battalion reported weak enemy forces in
Boratishchevo and Chernevo and light motorized forces on the

rocd to Trasna. The battalion repsrted at 1410 that the hills
nortih of Sokolvo were cccupied by entrenched Ruscsian troops.

Most of the 29th Motorcycle Battalion reached Railroad Stetion
Uzunovo, where Russien planes bombed from high altituce ot 1530.
Only a fev cas.alties were suffered,

T » 71lst Infantry Reyiment moved to its assigned area across
difficult terrain, wihich caused the los. of meny vehicles, Recon-
naiscance patrols, ranging toward theliordves orea, establiched tnet
Krutove and Tyunesh were free of the enemy, but weak enemy forces:
viere northeast of Nikolayevka,

The commanding officer of the 29th Artillery Regimcnt reported
the loss of the howitzer battery.

Idiacent Units

The 17th Panzer Division reported Russian troops and 30 tanks
near Dyakonovo at 1600, epparently moving northwest, The 17th
Panuser Division wics to be withdrawn during the nigit to the line
from north of Mordves to Gritchino <o Mokroy.

% December

29th Infantry Division (motorized). At 0015 the 15th Infantry

reportec thet it haa reached its assigned area, locing meny vehiclew

on the way. The 3d Battalion had exrrived on foot, its vehicles to
follov,

The 71ct Infantry Regiment attacked at 090U, while the 15th
remainec in nlace, except for reconnaissance patrols. The 3d
Bottalion, 7l:t Infantry, reached Nikolskoye at 0930 witiout enemy
resictance, ¢nd advanced to Tyunesn, which it took after a right,
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The lst Battalion, 71st Infantry, by 1045 waz tvwo kilometers
southeast of Meriinka, having encountered no enemy resistance.
HMoving to the town, the battalion took it at 1230, then was ovderad
to cooperate with the 15th Infantry in an attack on Marygyino,

The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantey, after heavy fighting,
voolk llarycino at 1215. The 34 Battery, 29th Artillery
Regiment, the only ligint field artillery battary attached to the
15th Infantry, vas left behind beccuse of the breakdown of itg
vehicles, Three guns of the lst Battery were witheoat fuel, En:my
columng vithdrew toward th? north. Motorized units headed for
Dyeckonovo,

Ihe 3d Bettelica, 15th Infantry, attacked Dorovaya, but wag
unsuccessful, The Russisns, with 12 1-24 tanks, counteractcched
and nalted the battelion., One enemy tank wa~ eotroyed; three
viere stuck in the brook, The battnlion retre.teu to tie hills
west of Marygino, taking up defensive positions facing wect and
northwest,

The 10th Company of the 7lst Infantr,; Regiment (battalion
unknown) occupied Masalovo in midafternoon, The 23th Motorcycle
Battalion arrived there after the town nad been token and received
permission to move on to Korovina anu Krutoye,

The division commander reported to the corps at 1525 that
the division was no longer combat effective because so many of
its vehicles asw broken down. Roads vere covered with ice and
very difficult to travel on. It was orwered to hiold the next
day, The 1¢7th Division wvics being sent to the are¢, That civision
had rcached Brosdenki-Lokoshkino without enemy resistance. Later,
however, the corps informeu the 15th Infantry Regiment that the
17th Panzer Division would support the attack on Dorovaya with
strong combat reconnsissance,

Reconnaissance patrols in the course of the day reported:

At 1.00 Novikoff was reported clear of the Russians., Russian
torces were in Dyakonovo and truck traffic on the road to Dorovaye.
Russian forces were in the Trasna-Chernovo area, in Bogatishchevo
and south of the railroad station near it. Strong Russian forces
were in Topkonovo. Local informer:s reported that Russian traffic
hed been moving for many days from Xashira toward Zaraysk.
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Germen Order of Bat:le
November 1941

Second Panzer Lrmy

XLVII Corrs«
4224 hrtillcry Bottalion
71lst Lrtillery Regiment, 2d Battalion
817th Mortar Battalion
29th Infantry bivision (Motorized)
15th Infantry Regiment
71st Infantry Regiment
29th Artillsry Regiment
29th Reconnaissance Battalion
29th Motorcycle Rifle Battalion
29tn Antitank Battalion
29th Engineer Battalion
529th Antitank Bsttelion, &ttached
18th Panzer Division
10ist Infantry Regiment
52d Infantry Regiment
18th Panzer Regiment
88th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion
88th Artillery Regiment
10th Infantry Division (llotorized)
20th Infantry Regiment
41st Infantry Regiment
10th Artillery Regiment
25th Infantry Division (Motorized)
35th Infentry Regiment
11Sth Infantry F:giment
25th Artillery Regiment

R n

LIII Corps

XXIV Corps
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Jtisth frmy

#ist Csvalry Division
163th Cavalry Regiment (cach with one artillevy battery)
170th Cavalry Regiment
172d Cavalry Regiment
23Sl Siberian Rifle Division
239th Rifle Regiment
813th Rifi. Rcgiment
3d17th Riflec Regiment
125th Tenk Battaliion
68%tn frvillery Regiment
229tk Siberien Rifle Division (Regiment numbers unknown)
413th Siberian Rifl. Division
115th Riflc Regiment
156th Rifle Rcgiment
180th Rifles R.gimant
11lth Tank Brigade

Third Ermy

283d Rifle Division
(~ 137th Rifle Division
6th Guard Division
<9th Zavalry Division
121st Tenk Brigade
148th Rifle Division
150th Tenk Brigade
269th Rifle Division
52d Cavalry Division
86th Mountain Division

Miscellaneous Units

31st Cavalry Division
11léth Cavalry Regiment
{

114th Cavalry Regiment
322d Rifle Division
1085¢h Rifle Regiment
1087th Rifle Regiment
108Sth Rifle Regiment
71st Infantry Division (Motorized)
9th Motorized Infantry-Machine Gun Battalion
35ti. Tank Batwalion
10%th Tenk Brigade
Uérn Motorized RI°le Battelion
35 1 Tenk Battalion
lécth Fncieircraft Battalion
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WERTHBER, 13 NOVEMBER~3 DECEMBER 1941

Date

Weather

Novembter 13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
Decemezr 1

~

Z
3

Strong east winds, light sncw
Cloudy, -15°C

Very cold

Cold, dry

Clear, -3°C

Cloudy, -5°C

Heavy overccst

Cold, intermittent rain
Warmer, intermittent snow, evening temperature -10 - -159C
Intermittent snow, -10 - -15°C
Overcast, intermittent snow
Overcast, intermittent snow
Light snow

Light snow

Overcast

Overcast, -12 - -15°C
Intermittent snow

Misty, snow mixed with rain, clesr from midday
Overcast, strong winds

Clear, northerly winds, -20°C
Cloudy, light snow, -3 - -8°C
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GERMAN XLVII PANZER CORPS GFERATIONAL SUMMARY

13 - 30 November 1941

l frosgement  [Missiony pefenders| Distance Rdvancec
Date pPesignation |[Factor Remarks Postupe INCeNnse Moderate| Slight MNegligible
Dppositn J0ppositn |Oppositn [Opposition
Nov 13 Adv toward| . 18 Pz Div adv from Chern toward Yefremov w/d .. . 6C,0
Yef remov
14 Yefremov . 18 Pz Div reaches Yablonovo . W/d . 25.0
I
15 5 18 Pz Div encounters strong resistance | HD 2.0 .
pn Mecha R, E of Yablonovo :
16 ) 18 Div crosses Mecha N of Isrog HD 6.0 .. .
17 7 18 Div expands bridgehzad HD 1.0 .
18 18 Div approaches Yefremov; elements HD 5.0
bypass city to N ‘
19| Yeiremov 6 IAdv reachec cutskirts of Yefrzmov & HD 11,0
Korcvinka
20 6 1§ Div reaches outskirts of Yefremov; HD-Del | 2.C . . N R
elements adv toward Yepifan
' 2]} Yefremov~ 7 18 Div hard fighting in Yefremov; HD-W/d . . 20.0 -
Yepifan 10 Div reaches Yepifan
22} Yefremov- 7 18 Div still fighting in Yefremov; HDW/d | . 18.0 .
Yepifan 10 Div forward elemants reach Orlavka
23 Yefremov- 7 18 Div secures Yefremov; 10 Div reaches W/d ' . iz.0
( - IYepifan Goricva & destroys RR crossing to E, l ! ! —
| 29 Div takes Yepifan RR Sta i I
Zﬂ Yepifan 7 10 Div reaches Mikhaylov; 2y Div reaches% w/d ; . 28.0
area Savina; 18 Div secures Korovinka- '
Yefremov area |
25| Yepafan 7 29 Div & 4 Pz Div of LIII Corps encircle HD-W/d i . . 26.0
arza Siberian 239 Div; Recon Bns of 23 6 10 i
Divs continue to adv N & E ! i
26] Yepifan 5 Generally defensive posture as 23 Div HD ' . 10.0
area continues fighting to encircle 239 Div, |
£ to press N toward Oka R. \
1 H
27! Yepafan 5 No change; all dive engaged against HD } . 4.0 .
area varying resistance in arc from Korovinxa- !
Gorlova-Mikhaylov-Savina ;
|
28} Serebryanye- 6 No change, save 29 Div, which began adv w/d . . i 8.9
1 | Prndy ! toward Zaraysk ;
2BESarebryanye— 6 No change; 29 Div secures Serebryenye- w/d .. . e 8.0 i
IPrudy Prudy |
SOEZaravsk 6 o change; 29 Div adv toward Zaraysk D2l .. 2.0 20.0 15,0
Dec 4 . . Corps goes on defensive; 29 Div HD
! acttachad to LIII Corps
m—— -= rd
Total Distance Advanced: 286.0 kn 11.0 85.0 95.0 95.0
Average Advance per Day:  15.9 km (18 davs) 3.1(3.5] 11,3(7.5) 19.0(5 47.5(2
Days Not Advancinj: 0 l days) days) days) days)
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GERMAN 29 MOTORIZED DIVISION OPCRATIONAL SUMMARY

23 November - 3 Devcember

e ettt ————————— s S

1941

— — ——
naagement Missio {endersy Di stance Advenced
Dute  Prsignation «‘(‘Nr‘ Remarks losture Qntense [Moderate] Siight |Nejligitle
4 i ! Pppositn| Oppositnidppositn [Opposition
Sov 0§ Yepiten | ., [Adv troe Yopifan to Yepitan RR Sta and D1 e e 0 e 20.0 ..
RR Sta ' hleksiyka
23 Savina "6 kdv to Savina on a Lroad front D1 .. ’ 5.0 20.0 ..
b !
3% Shamna © !f‘acus to left in hard tattle to encircle HD 2.C .. 18.0 ..
: iSiterian 239 Div; Recon Bn adv N to i
Dzern: I
26 c:irina= % ICentusca tigtring an Donskoye-.avina area 113 1.C {80 . . . .
Srastaye o o provent tr.akout of 239 Div; Rucon |
‘units approach Serel ryanycePrudy ;
27 Caarinas G Confused tightingy continues; remnants of D1 1. ; 4.0 .. ! .
Traskoye 2323 Div lreek out through Novaya Jakovievka !
i & Grumyachry; Recon elements continue prole |
. ‘to N and v |
! '
{
2% Sercl ryonye= 7 Nidv toward Serol ryanyc-Frudy continu- s vi’d P [ ) ..
b rudy ' i :
[l ] i
| | | ! i .
% Seraleyanye- 7 Serebryanye-brody sccured 1 wW/d . . [N 0y ; . .
Fragd, ! ! : i 1
: ) ! t !
30 Alteryevs 7 [kdv toward Zavaysh: figbt at Alfepyevo | DLl 7.0 .. 1.0
1 i H
' H : '
Do oL |+« iDiv attached to LIIT Corps; axis whitted wWed |, . ) A '
! | to NW, toward Xashira: aecrive p.u-nrrllilw,;i ! '
f & consonlidation | '
)
|
» i . . hdv NN Logins: active pateolling X2 I .. ‘ 10,0 .
{ v . i
3 Yapygina- | b ,L'cdv continuces aqainst intensif{ying r-:-uu-f {tn [ L ..
. arovaya l Il ance; Div scriously depleted : ! i i
. 4 1 ! -
Tar:1 Distance hdvanced: 127.0 hm [4.9 T2s5.0 146,35 | 1.0
hverage Distence fier Pay: 12,9 km (10 days) 2.7 LAY 1aLals 36.0(0.¢
3 : :
Days Not Advancini: 1 (9.1%) davs)i days) | days) cays)

SERMEN 1o b FRULR DIVIGION OVERATIONM. -UMMARY
13 = 23 lovemter 1941

Foocmsent [Hinniof I tenders U1 stance fdvarced
Dutv by mation|Foctor ! Remarks fosture Fnrense Foderst ot el s Ye
i i Yppositn Prposicr i0npos tr 1Nmnns - o
Now 1'.’ .+ fdv trom Chern to Yofremov w/d .. . .- L D
1:‘ .. lrav to Yal lonoww wid 25,0 .
14 Mecha R. b3 ldv ralted Ly strong resistence Hp 2.0 .
i
! !
144 Ycha R, i Cravaint toreed N oot Tsrog O (Y] " . .
PP Mecta K, i Fridichiead expanded castward Hig 1,0 oL .
i
1« . . 14 Recon Bnopeaches Ossinowyy Kust; maoin De Y ekib .. i 5.0 i
| tody prepares to attack Ye!remov !
! i
1 Yot renov % 14 Recon bn reaches Korovinka: rmain tody Detapd 1§ .
. ujproaches Yet pemov : |
. ' !
o Yo i perow . fightini on outskirts of Yefremov; JIEIERR] PO [N .. fely..
| Recon Bn reaches !Mikhaylov ;
i
B TS PR V1Y . Hard ialt it continues in Yetremav, Hn 1. LI P R . L.
. Recon Bn attached to 13th Mot Div !
|
2 Yot remov 4 st of town cluared, hard tighting 118 1,0 4,0 . .
; continuva; wlements envelop city from
J N and L
Ji Y iremov “ . Ciry secured atter enveloping force HD P 5.0 . . .
i arrives trom NC
Tutal Distaence Advanced: 144,0 km 13,0 29.0 5.0 “ 17.0
Average Advance per Day; 13,1 km (11 days) 2.9(45 7.3(4 25,001 L1801, ¢
Davs NOt Advancing: 0 days) days) dav)J» days) .
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Analysis of Advance Rate of the XLVII Panzer Corps

The matrix analysis sheet presents in tabular form on a daily
basis all data assembled for this study from World War II records
that appear to have a relation to the rate of advance of the XLVII
Panzer Corps during the period 13-30 November 1941, No research has
been done in Russian sources, and consequently it is not possible to
include much information about the Russian strength and performance.
German records make little comment on the presence or absence of
air support. Despite the miserable weather conditions there may
have been more air support by both sides than is dindicated.

Other comments on this matrix are:

1. No attempt was made to check possible correlations between rates
of advance and temperature readings; such an attempt might yield
further understanding of the factors affecting rates of advance.

2. The relationship between iow casualties and higher rates of
advance whic! is apparent in most other operations is not so clear
in this one.

3. Although the actual daily rate of advance fluctuated, the average
over the period remained fairly steady.

4. In the absence of Ruscian statistics it has been necessary to
estimate force rations, and no attempt has been made 5 do this on

a daily basis. Consequently no conclusions can be drawn from them.
However, the fluctuating rates of advance appear to have been more
directly influenced by the intensity of opposition and the adverse
weather conditions than by tiw comparative size and strength of the
apposing forces.

Additioral Comments on Analysis of Advance Rates of
18th Panzer and 29th Infantry (lictorized) Divisions

1. The relatively brief periods of combat do not permit firm con-
clusions regarding advance rate differentials of armored and motorized
divisions.
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KLY TO ABBREVIATIONS AND VRLUES ANBRLYSIS MATRICES

General
Pause ., . . P Yes ¢ v v o o . Y
Unknown ., , U Not Applicable ., NR

Roadnet Mobility Factors

Normal Values

Unlimited cross-country mevement ., . . 1.0 .
Good roadnet . . . . . . . ... 0.7-0.9 . c.8
Feirmadnet . . . .. .. ..+« . ... 0.4-0.6 . . 0.5
Poor road net e s e e e e e e e e 0.1-0.3 . . 0.2
Impassable terrain s e o e s e o s e e 0.0
Mission Variables
Unlimited s s e s s e e s s e e n e e e e e e 1
Related to specific objectives or contingencies . 2
Related to adjacent units advance e e e e e . 3
Limited by higher authority control . . . . . . 4
OtheT v v v v v v v v v v v v e e e e e e e )

Exceptional Obstacles to Edvance

R = River Fi = Flooded eres FZ = Fortified Zone
Dn = Exceptionslly effective demolitions Ur = Urbsn asrea
Sa = Sabotage by local populace Ps = Desert
Intensity of Opposition to Pdvance
I = Intense M = Moderate S = Slight N = Negligible
Situation on Flanks
L = Left flank units C = Comparable advence F = Faster advance
R = Right flank units S = Slower advance T = Flank threatened
Readiness Condition
Fr = Fresh W = Weary
T = Tired E = Exhausted
Posture - Mission
¥/d = Withdrawal HD = Hesty Defense FD = Fortified Defense
Decl = Delay PD = Position Defense
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ARRLY:SD. OF NATT OF AIWINCE SERMAN XLVII FFW R Corp , i%=F 0 7% -

Nonter of Lays B > 13 14 Y D] ] . ] 1 1.
Dates [Nov 13134 ¢ a5 !l 1t e N 2 : .
eras FolIors ' i |
weatre: (aracr whil.ty) A A davof S 2.4 Jdoe . RPN t Wt v . ; .
Seuson (orr Support) i.. (nc ehangs) | i } [
Terrain (oobility) s (ro §ange) i | | | i
Reagnet { or:ilaty) "5 (nc chanae) | ) ! i
Exceptacnal Olstacles H H ' ' .
i
1
Cecrparative Factors-Force Rat_o «raw) 0.3 (Fstarate, decreasiig to ~.25 ly 3 Nov) ‘ !
Fore. Fat10 {vamatles consider-d) 1.2« (Es*.mate, d creasany to /S Py o hov)
Re  rive Combat Eftcctivensss 2.0 {Tst.mate, no ctangt)
o> tive MOLidaty Character.stics : 1.3 (.st.mate, decrrasihe te 7 0, I Rhwy) .
Intpsivy of Combar: Atiacker LU {10/ ¢hinge) i ' l
Defenger LU (0 \]cmv.,ﬂ .
Irtensiry of Cppositior to Advance .M i I i 1 ! M i=N v " v .
20 L | PO .
Daxdy 15 ) i | [ | . ' ..
B.sterce 1 I 0 [ ! . .
hevanced < i . - i .
1 Kes, . 1| |~ < " !
Daily Rate (F = Pause) 5C 25 2 [ 10 0° 1 1y 2" 1z 15 £ Y
Camulative Distance Advanced 1 o) us g7 93 a8 199 110 w29 14 7 il 2y R
Cunslatavy Daly Rate 3.9 42,5 | 29,0 3.3 1= S 15,7 lo. L. .7 S s v
Cunulatzve Rate: Intense Gpp L ey 2 4 3 P B L v . . .
Mo lerats Opp . . L . P < da 0 3., L3 - .
Slaght Opp Lo . 29t . .. .. PO B .. . .. . I T
Neqligitle ;80,0 . R . .. .. .. 1.7 0 . “ . . ‘.
D fending Forces: Readiness Condivion U  (no chan )
PLsture~*15510 w/d wld .D HD “I HY HL et s b=
Casualties U (no chan,e)
%
Aar Support Fresent I ! Y { I3
Lojistrcs=General U {no cre je)
Llogist ¢.- Specific U (no clan,e)
D3v ' t'out Pause U (no crar e)
¢ aties Since Pause U (no change)
* |
hdvancins Foree . Readiness Condition r Fr Fr T R N - b T - M
Mission 2 ? 2 2 2 2 b4 . 2 2 H 4
Casualties 15 3 A Ly 4 « 72 3z . G )
% 0.03 | J.04 I 2.3 | 2.08 D2 ) e S T S .2
Afr Suppo t Present v
Logastics-Genzral 0.9 (ro chaage)
lrjustics-Senufic Fuel short 4n> clange)
Days Without Pause 1 2 3 4 5 4 7 ] b - prd W2
Casualties Sirce Pause 15 X, 54 7% .3 2u2 2~ T - so- B
X 0,03 { 0,07 | 0,20 | 5,14 " 17 .3« 1.5 .. ' . - .
Disrance Since Pause 50 85 =7 93 -1 4 111 i2% tl43 w7 P 23
Situation on Clanks: L [ C C c < C v r L C < 4 F
P S S 8 o e T e
ARRLYSIS OF RATE OF PrvARCE GERMAN 18th PANZEK DIVISION, 13-23 NOVEMLIR 1941
Yurber of Days 12 |3 ]a s 16 |7 3 RSS! 1. 2 3
Dates  (Nov 13, 14 35 ;16 17 ' 18 1% 23 biov 270 26 e T
General Factors | ™ T | — o
Weather (arwor mobil.ty) Io0.6 " 0.8 -9 0.8 0.8 0.3 'C.B ~.5 C.& c.2 - ST R
Season (asr modility) » 1.0 1 (no change) ! i .C | (P chane)
Terrain (acbility) | ¢.8 ' (no change) | ) , .8, (e cnange) 1
Roadnet (oso*ility, 0.7 (no change) ! { i .7 fno changn)
Exceptionsl Obstacles . ! | !
! . i ' ! i
Comparative Factors-Force Ratio (raw) [ I(estimat'e; no change T3 l estirate; decrias
Force Ratio {varfables ccnsidered) b 0.8 (estimat ; decreasing to 0,45 by 23 Nov) C.8% (estimat., lecreas
Relative Combat Effectiveness ! 2.0 | (estamate; no change}, ' 2.0 (estimate; no char
Relative Mobility Characteristics i 1.4 (eztimate; decreasing to 1.1 bv 23 Nov) 1.7 (estirare, decreas
Intensity of Combat. Attacker I 1 | (no change) . ' U 1 (no cnanje:
Deferxler Ty ! (o change) U 1 (no ctange)
Intensity of Opposition to Advance \ N s j A § 1 K M I-N 1M IH % S, 3 3T M-
40 ' ' )
Daily 30 ' e ! 1
Distance 20 ., S - -
Advanced 10 R PR T Y
in Xas, [+ R T em- - ! !
Daxly Rate (P = Pause) &0 1 25 2 [ 1 S n 19 s 5 g I 2 z
Curulative Distance Advanced 60 8s . a7 93 94 93 110 129 134 139 184 [ 'S5 ’
Cumulative Daily Rate 60 , 4%, 29.0 23.3 18,8 1».5 15.7 15.) 14,3 13,9 1%} o 2.5 L7 1
Cutwlative Rate: Intense Opp. e 2.0 40 30 .. .. 3.1 3.5 2.9 .. e . 4o
Hoderate Opp. DS e e e 5.0 4.0 L. ac' s 73 .. W .. 1
Slight Opp. .. 2500 4k e e se ee e e e 2C {25 2907 .
Kegligidble ‘pp. 50 P P .. .. .. .. S1.3 . . .. .. CECEF I .. .
i
Defending Forces: Readiness Condition U ' (o change) i ' (n0 cnante)
Posture-Mission wd  d/d WD D D DeleHD Del- N *D-Del D HD i) Del | Del un a0
Casualties u {no change) U ' (no chanze,
% .
Afr Support Present v v 5 i y .
Logastics-General u {no change) \ .,V (no cann )
Logastics-Spesilic ] {nc change) [H (ro chan.e)
~ays vachout Fause u (no change) " {no crane)
Castalties Since :ause u {no change) u (no atanre
|
hivarcing Forces: Rexdiness Comdition Fr Fr Fr T T T T H T T N | Ir r *r T
. Mission 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 N 3 3 )
Casualties » 13 as 53 a9 30 3¢ s 14 1 1€ 7 2 i« e
% Y 6.2 0.5 L5 a5 63 €3 s 1 A2 2 R R
Air Support Present v P
Logistirs-Generdl o {no han,eY
Logistics-Special Fuel short (no Jhanae
Days witrout Pause 13 2 3 4 13 [ 7 P 1 ? 3 1 2 N
Casualties Since Pause 12 10 ki 131 18N 210 24u - 14 0 ar : 37 17 e \
% 21 0.3 N7 1.3 1.7 2.0 2.4 P 2.1 c.% ., ' .4 11 N
Distance Since Pause f 95 ar 93 9a 99 1 . . 1~ . | 2t a
Situation on Flanks: L “ s ¢ 3 5 S s 4 - ¢ c 0 P r r
P 5 s 5 5 S s - s L . Il ¢ ¢ .
i :




VLY L SATPOOF RTVENCE GERMAN ALw1Z FANZER CORFS, 13-30 “OJcvp R 1343
_ - S
I 5 F 2 u 190 11 12 2! T2 J15 | 17 -
Tots Se 4 The e To, Ja1 Toe o5 J7a 25 o6 por 28 fn9 L3
Lt . s o o fas roe ol fow N R R E R L
T N I . I
o~ - N \ ) ,
N . ' ! .
oy ! 5 ‘ ! X |
o . Teer ™ Wt O ATer! i I (“ut.rate, Queredsang to 25 by 30 Nov) | ' |
T N TP ) S.0 . (Fsmimate, cecreasing to T 75 by 3 Nov) | .
N TN T et mes, S {Ter_~ate, r2 change) !
Tooat N ot Charagter. sty , 1.3 (Est..cvn, decreasing to T 2k, 3 Nov) , . | '
Totem vt Jomtare Memaorlr " (1. ¢hanje)! | ! | ' .
Dutender U Yracichiize | ) . | N . uen
TeLr.lt 07 OP7TTLTLOn L0 Advance N } 1 1 | 1 ’ l M I-N v 1 4 < T . 14 ! s :
3 ' . b - -
1N 1< : | | . i e . b b -
P ] 1 \ | I . ' - [
Flvane oz € n‘ _ - S '! f A
. okes, T 1 I -~ } ! l
. : ' [N .
fa se) € 2 6 1,0 11 19 20 1o 15 2: 2% ) 4 E I 5 J
ance Rvencec Yol 85 e $3 o4 193 1o 229 CM: 27 1w 22 36 pee 2y 1257 296 Tt
v Rate W00 42,5 f2:0 2R3 158 365 (15,7 %1 16,6 187 les M 1L 176 1726001 ¥
1 Intense Opp. to e 2 < 3 e 31 . - . . . [ . .
Moderate Jpp. [ .. .. . S0 % .. iy o13s 13w L IR V| P
Slighc Opp. : EEICI A ool ool R TR B S RS
Regliaitle , 60,0 .. [+ .. .. . . S1.%3 ] - . . . i . .. -
‘ H '
1 i '
Moiendur. foreest Readiness Condition 1 u {no cnanze) . | .
Fostares¥isTion W/d  Afd KD HD 0 PO ' HD  HD-Del{HDA ‘e EDew/d wyg ¢ 4 D= 4l gr i P Vg
Casalties U (o chanju) !
% H
kir Sipport Fresent ' l Y ' Y Y Y v ¥
log3.st1cs-Gneral U (no change) , .
logistices- Spec.iac U  (nc chanse) '
Days '"1thcut Fause U (n> changey ' :
Cosua txes Since Paust U (no change)
% b
Livancin: For.se R.ad.ness Condation e | Fe FoEr oo T S T T ] : : W . .
Myssion 2 2 2 ? 4 2 2 H I 2 2 z 3 3 3 - H h :
Casualties 15 23 g 59 L5 5 e 7, 32 a0 180 1ma|ozes & "4 L
0.03 § 0,08 { 0,03 | D04 0.03 n,21 L1, 201, 3,08 905 c.12 A PRI RS S ) P W7 ]
Eir Support Present vy
Logistics-(eneral 9,8 {no change) . !
LrJistics-3pecifie Fuel short (nd coonge) i
Days sitiout Passe 1 12 3 “ ! iz 1l 1z 13 14 15 i 1~
Casualties Since Pause 15 15 54 7% ' [ A . 71 fl,. + 1,7 Ip%.a ay” 0 1,0
x 9.03 | 0.07 | 0.10 | 0.14 P A FC O B T 4 e L T
Distamee Since Pause €0 8% 87 93 157 22 41 236 24¢ 252 25% YEE =g
Sivuation on Flanks: L} C C c C C [« N F 3 F 12 ¥ :
3 S S S . .5 + T . C . ¢ T . .0 o .2

ANALYSIS OF RATE OF ADVANCE GERMAN 18th PANZER DIVISTION, 13-23 NOVEMBER 1941

SERMEN 2sth MOTORIZED DIVISION, .

)

o === — e e
Nusber of Days ¢ 1 , 2 3 1 4 s | 6 |7 8 w1
Dotes Moy 13 34 15 3 (17 1 119 20 22 .23
General Factors V
wWeather (arwor sobility) .6 ' 0.3 0.9 0.8 c.8 } 0.8 ' C.8 0.5 C.6 0.6 0.8
Season (air robility) ¢ LC i (po change) ) ,
Terrain (mcbility} i 0.8 | (no change) |
Roadnet (mobility) ! 0.7 . (no clange) | }
Exceptional Cbstacles . i , | I
. 1 P
arat’se Factors-Force Ratso (raw) , C.3 j(estimate; no change)
Force Ratio (variadbles considered) 0.9 i{estymate; cecreasing to 0.85 by 23 Nov)
Relative “ombat Effectiveness | 2.0 {Cestimate: no change): *
Relative Mobadity '™aracteristics I 1.4 (estirate; decreasing to 1.1 by 23 he %
Intensity cf Combat: “ttacher U {no change) ' 1
Defender ! 3 | (no change)
Intensit of Opposition to Advance v ~ s I I M M TN I-M TeM M
3 40 »
[k Datdy 30 LIRS
Distance 20 ~ .
AMvanced 10 P el
in *as. o} - 7 "'"""' :
FDaily Fave (F = Pause) uC ' 2% D U 5 1 13 5 S S
latvive Distance Rdvanced 50 8s 94 . 99 11c 129 134 139 ' 14
pCotuiatise Dally Rate 60 | 42,5 B.8 15.5 7 15,1 14,9 1.9 141
fpCuulat fve Rate: Intense Opp. . “ . 3.0, .« .. 3. 3,00 2.9,..
; ¥oderate Opp. e e . .. R N R s.0l 8.0 73
Glight Opp. .. 25.C . .. .. . e .. e e e
Negligible Opp., 0 .. . .. ee e SL3 .. .. ..
fDefenc in: Forces: Reaciness Condition U (no 1
Posture-¥ission Afd W/d D Del-HD Del-1D HD-Del HD HD ) HD
Casualtaes u {no
% )
Air upport Fresent Y Y A
Lo.istics-Ganeral u {0 change) !
o:aL~ics- zpecific u {no change)
. ayc 1ttout Fause V] {no change) '
Tasualties ‘.ange Pause u (no clange) .
<
K Advare Ly, Foc-et  Realiness Comdition Fr r r T T * T 13 T T d
2 2 2 ? 2 2 2 2 2 2 t2
2 1e 2, 53 49 10 30 55 14 1B 1S
tal .2 [ L% rs i.3 <.3 0.5 C.1 6.2 .2
Y
EES ‘
Lo a Uy Fause 1 2 3 4 S s 7 , 1 2 3
Y e.usatify INCH 1QUSH 1z ® 79 151 180 Felld 24c e 14 3 As
z .1 .3 .7 1.3 1.7 2.0 2,4 .. 0.1 M3 ot
catTAIr 2 Jduse . gy ~7 93 94 29 11f 5 N )
BAIPTRIRTINES NP § L SN 7 - § S 3 < C C . C <
¥ % . ] 3 > 3 S S

o
(]
w
T

29
.

)

R 2 3 ¢ B
bw 226 125 % "'27
C.6 .0 C.5 C.5 | .8
1.c (no change) | |
2.8 (no change) ¢ |
6.7 | (mo change) | !
estvates aochoasin’
C.3 (estirate; decreasing to .25 by 3
C.85 '(estmte; decreasing to C.7¢ b, 3
2.0 (estimate; no change)'
1.7 [(estirate;
U 1 {(no cnange)
U | (no change)
S . 5-¥ 8. M-I wag
r
P Tl
! ; ' RN
i . .
o2 F 25 20 2 5
o) s e w7
' 20 ' 22,5 2.7 13.%s 15
| B 4.0 3.0 2
[P Y 3.6 1
Poae ] 266 290 .. L.
P
U | (no change)
, Dex | Dez boa oD Del
U | (no chame)
v
ooy [ Y
U (no charge)
Y (r> change) ‘
v ‘no change)
Lo (no change)
. \ :
) T Fr T '
3 3 3 3 3
37 8c 127 142 50
T.é C.8 1.2 A G.5
'
TR {no chan,e) ;
Fuel shox% (no chanie)
1 V3 4 s
37 137 2aa Fo3ge a3
c4 L1 2.4 39 a3
20 a5 w5 | 75 |19
F F F [+ C
8 c < ‘ C 1 C
' i

decreasing te 2.2 >, 3 Deg)

NN
ames

D~

VOMBEP-3 DICIMBIP 3931

oo

Mol

20
115
p O

ot

36.0

Del

pwE
-5

o

]

Y e R dad

v

IS

?
i

1
"
4

. 2




Y mmmae s T SE— b o

C. Don River to Czucasus, 21 July-23 August 1942
XL Panzer Corps

By miG-July 1942 most of the Soviet Ermy forces had been
draven east of the Non River, as the German Army Group B (generally
north and east of the Donets River) ned attecked in strength,
seized Voronezh, and threatened Stalingrcd, Field Marshal W,
List's Army Group A, on the right of Army Group B (with its right
on the Black Sea and Sea of Azov), had initiated its attack later
znG advanced east and southeast, meeting little resistance. Plans
and shiectives for the wwo army groups had been changad seveval
times by Hitler before 19 July, when the decision wa. made thet
the First and Fourth Panzer Rrmies, of Army Group L, should cross
the lower Don River bhetween Rostov and Tsimlyanskaye on a front
about 126 miles long.

The XI. Panzer Corps, on the rignt of the Fourth Penzer Army, on

21 July held a front extending eastward from the juncture of the
Donets and Don Rivers to Nikolayevskaya, with the 3d Penzer Division
on the right and the 23d on the left. The aivision boundary

ran from Lisichkin to Bogoyavlenskaya to Zadono Xagal'nitckiy.
Temporarily attached to the Corps were two infentry divisions, —
he Grossdeutschland and the 16th, awaiting the errival of the
XXIV Corps Headcuarters. These divisions vers in the area vest

oi the 3d Panzer Division, the Grossdeutschland taking Shakhty

on the 21st, and the 15th, heading westward across the Donecs,
north of the two panzer divisions., Since their attachment was

brief and they did not participate in the Corps advance to the

soutir they are not considered in the Corps study.

21. July

23d Panzer Division, Two advence battalions establiched a
bridgehead across the Don, south of Nikolayevskaya, on the 20%th
&nd moved more troops across in the early morning hours., By 0600
the bridgehead haa been enlarged to the rcad Zadono Xagal'nitskiy-
Romanovskaya. One reinforced battalion of the division was assigned
€O corp: reserve,

3d Panzer Division. The advance battalion of the 3d Division,
near Konstatinovskaya, encountered strong Russian forces with
supporting artillery on tne southern bank of the Don. Conseouently
;& corps commander ordered the division to leave only 2 small {
force at Xonstantinovskaya and move the rest of the battalion to
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Nikolayevskaya, to cross the river there with the rest of the
Givision, Because of a shortoge of fuel the rest of the 234
Penzer Division could not cross, and its sdvance battalicn was
to be attached to the 3d Panzer Divi:sion. The 16th Infantry
Division waec oraered to follow the 3d Ponzer Division across the
Don.

Corps Orders

Mt 2230 the corps ordered an advance from the bridgehead
to the south with the objective the establiishment 5f a bridgehead
across the Sal River.

Rustian Forces®

Weak Russian forces soutn of Nikolayevskaya were retreating
toverd Pirozhok and Karnaukhov, West of Golubinsky and Terechovskiy
the Russians vere withdrawing towerd the west. Mariinskaya was
still in Russian hands,

Re of 1947 the XL Panzer Corps had tsken 200 POWs, four tanke,
and 200 vehicles,

22 July

Corps Situation

During the night Russian aircraft attacked the bridgehead
2t Nikolsyevskaya., At 0700 the corps command post moved o
Tyapkin (15 kilometers north of Nikolayevskeya).

3d Panzer Division. The crosting of the Don was made under
difficult conditaons, because the access roads were very sandy
and the area immediately south of the river is marshy.

Bkt 3300 a Russian battalion actacked toward Morozov, but it
vias helted before it reached the town. Later in the morning,
nowever, Russian troops attacking from the west took Pirozhok.

Bridge construction units arrived at noon and commenced
building & bridge across the Den, vhich was scheduled for completion
at 2000. During the day elements of the 3d Panzer Division viere
zble to cross the river, and by evening the following units were
on the southern bank: 23d Motorcycle Battelion reinforced by a
neavy infentry nowitzer company; one light field howitzer battery;

% Information on Russian forces ic from XL Panzer Corps
Intelligence renorts.
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one company of the lst battelion, 3d Panzer Grenadier Regiment;
( one liynt aentiaircraft battery; one heavy antiaircraft battery.

)

¢spi ite Russien artillery and infentry fire combat patrols
of the 3d Panzer Division succeeded in building a small beidge-
nead south of Konstantinovskava.

23¢ Panzer Division. The division, except fcr the elements
already in the bridgehead, was ordered to army reserve in the aree
oF Tczinskaya.

¥

Ruzsian Forces

Russian resistance near Konstantinovskaya was weakening,
) Tne 15%5th Rifle Division was depioyea south of the town, while

the 9lst Rifle Division was south of Nikolayevskaya. BAbout two
tesian batteries were shelling the bridgehead near Xonstantinovskaya.

The Corps command post was attacked by bombers and fighter-
hombers,

In the Sal srea Ruccsian movements toward the east and northeast

vere observed, Bridges over the river neer Necmeyanovka and
Martynovka had been destroved.

if‘ 25 July —

Corps Situation

Heavy Russian air attacks hit the whole Corps aree curing
the nighit., They were especially heavy in the bridgehecd.

At 1300 the Corps was ordered to prepare to send a task rorce
of at least one battalion with artillery and antitank guns toward
the Gam on the Manych River near Veselyy Chutor, to teke the uam
and, by blocking thie rocd, vo hold off tivw stronyg Russian forcas
wiich were advencing from Rostov. 7 gecona buttalion was to
protect tine east flank, The rest of the Corps was to halt and
concentrete in the area between the Don and the Sal Rivers,

Eir reconnaissance reported at 1700 that trains were unloading
a2t railioad stations south of the river (vwhether troops or materiel
i1s not ctated), and that columns w2re on the march to the northeast
¢ne northwest,

3d Panzer Division. The bridgehesad ot Konstantinovskaya ;7
vaL shelled heavily during the night, as 3d Penzer Division units
viere relieved hv elements of the 23d Panzer Division,
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ask Force Vesthoven (23d Reinforced Motorcycle Battalion;
ist Battalion, 3G Penzer Grenadier Regiment; two light field
batteries; 2d Battalion, 75th Artillery Regiment; one company
of the 670th Antitank Battalion) started its advance to the south,
the 23d Reinforced Motorcycle Battalion remaining behind to mop
up on both sides of the bridgehead at Nikolayevskaya. At 0845
the leading elements of the task force had reached the Sal River,
Encountering only veak enemy resistance it established a bridgehead
near Orlovka,

Lt 1745 the corps ordered the division to defend the area
betweejl the Sal and the Don until the completion of tle Sal
bricgehead. The newly constructed bridge over the Don vias destroyed
in an air attack at 1835,

23 Panzer Division, The Ermy informed the Corps at 1710
that the division was to be returned from reserve, The division
wes ordered to march one battalion to Xonstantinovskaya to relieve
Task Force Boehm ot the 3d Panzer Division, s far as the fuel
cituetion permitted, other combat groups of the 23d Panzer Division
were to close in che area of Lisichkin,

Russian Forces

Russian forces south of Konstantinovskaya were reiniorced.
The 417th Rifle Regiment of the 156th Rifle Divi:ion was deployed
there, South of Nikolzyevskaya the 47th Rafle Reqriment of the
Sth Rifle Division and the 900th Rifle Regiment of the 242d Rifle
Division were deployed. Thece two divisions were in the Thirty-
eighth Army.

The Fifty-first Russian Rrmy took over the defense of the
Don and the Sal Rivers. Two strong tenk brigedes were attached
to the Army,

24 July

Corps Situation

Despite problems in making repairs the ponton bridge acrose
tne Don was moved ten meters from its original site and was again
passable at 0330. At 1100 the Russisns struck it from the air,
knocking out 24 pontons, I'fter still another direct hit at 1215
the bridge was reported by the chief of the Corps engineers to be
beyond repair. The Don would have to be crossed by ferry.

Rt 1130 the FPourth Panzer Army ordered that the 191st Assault
Gun Battalion should be attached to the XL Corps, the 674th Eng¢ineerx
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Regiment Staff be relieved by the 515th Engineer Regiment Staff,

ana the 91lst Antiaircraft Regiment be relieved by the 104th
Antieircraft Regiment. The latter relief was to be done by platoons,
so thet the hridgehead would he covered in the event of airraids.

The fuel supply in the corps continued to be unsatisfactory,
¢nC because of it closing in un the Don could be done only in small
combet groups after the arrival of the supply shipments,

The 2d and 3d Companies of the Brandenbury 800th Regiment
were to he attached to the corps for the capture of the crossing
over the Manych River,

At 2110 the Corps issucd an order to move out from the Sal
bridgehead to tne south and advance to the railroad line Frole-
tarskaya-Stalingrad.

3d Panzer Division, Early in the morning the Russians attacked
in regimental strength from Morozov toward Xarnaukhov, The attack
wes repulsed, In a ccunteratteck, aiter a hcavy fight the 23!
Motorcycle Battalion took Morozov, Two Russian compéenies att-.cked
again in the afternoon, after heavy shelling, and were driven off,

Ground reconnaicssance repcrted a strong Russian column moving
irom the south toward Pady end a concentration of forces in Pady
itself. VIII Air Corps planes dropped bombs on the town. (Note
thet all of thisz activity was taking place 20 to 30 km behind the —
bridyehead over the Sal.)

The division was ordered to continue to cross the Don without
interruption.

23d Panzer Division., The division wa:v ordered to close in
the area of Nikolayevskaya and to cross the Don in contact with
the 3¢ Panzer Division, to capture the Sal sector in the area of
Mertynovka, LAt 2300 the Corps received an order from the Fourth
Panzer Army for elements of the 23d Panzer Division to advance
through Romanovskaya toward the east to take over the Don bridgeheac
at Tsimlyanskaya from the 29th Infantry Division (motorized),

Ruzsian Forces

At 0330 +he Russgians attacked Karnaukhov from Morozov anc vere
criven back. In a counterattack the defenders of Morozov (abuut
one regiment) were driven out east and south of the town. The
town was under attack from Russian rockets in the afternoon,

Reconnaissance reported Russian columns with rocket launchers d
anc enctiaircraft artillery moving south toward Pady., Pady itself
contained strong Russian forces. {

During the day 70 POWs vere tak:n.
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25 July

Corps Situation

During the night continuous bombing attacks were carried out
by the Russians on the bridgeheads at Nikolayevckaya and Konstan-
tinovskaya. Harassing :ortar and artillery fire hit Morozov and
Kongtantinovskaya. An attack on Morozov was driven off.

Ground reconnaissance agaein reported enemy columns edvancing
from the south toward Pady and troop concentrations in Pady.

The 602d Antiaireraft Machine Gun Batt.lion was attached to
the corps,

At C930 Colonel General H, Hoth, commanding the Fourth Panzer
Army, arrived at the Corps command post. The Corps reported that
the enemy wias concentrating strong forces in the area of Orlovskaya
with the intention of hitting the Corps! easc flank. To the west
of the bridgehead the Russians had withdrcwn acrocs the Manych
River, where they were preparing defense positions. The Army
suspected that they had shifted strong forces to the area of the
southern flank of the XL Panzer Corps.

In response to a report from the corps that it was short of
fuel, the ~rmy promised to send some up the next day.

In the enlarging of the Nikolayevskaya bridyehead the corps
took 700 POWs and destroyed 12 light and three heavy tanks.

The ponton bridgye over the Don wa:. again ready st 1400,
Ferries continued to operate. In afternccn thunderstorm blocked
roads in the lovilands near the Don with mud which slowed down the
advance,

The 2d Company of the Brandenburg Regiment, one antitank
company, and one battery of the 3d Panzer Division viere acsigned
to Corps reserve,

During the night 25/26 the Army informed the Corps that defense
of the Nikolayevskaya bridgehead would be taken over by the IV Corps.

3d Panzer Division. The 3d Panzer Division continued to cross
the Don during the niglit. The bridgehead was enlarged to both
zast and west during the morning., The western flank was near
Zadono-Kacal'nitskiy and the east at Cholodnyy.

An enemy column which was marching from Martynovka to Nesme~
yvanovka was routed by artillery fire. Because of the rain-soaked
ground an attack crn the column could not be carried out.
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Russian plines attacked the Sal ridgehead at: Orlovka in the
morning for ctne first time,

7t 2300 the Corps ordzred the division to throw back the
enemy 2cross the Sal in the sector Orlovskaya-Martynovka and prepare
Lo e¢dvance to the south to the area of Budennovskaya and then
to the gast.

23 Panzer Division., At dawn the division was closing in ‘-he
arec of Nikolayevskeya. Elemants of one battalion relieved a4
battclion of tie 3d Panzer Division which was defending Konstan-
tinovskaya.

At 2300 the division was ordered to attack toward the line
Pobeuc-Cholodnw and be -eady tec attack the rear of the enemy forces
in combzt with tlhie 29th Infaentry Division (motorized). The 2d
Battclion of the 128th Regiment, which had been in corps reserve,
vas ordered returned to the division,

Russian Forces

In the process of enlarging the Don bridgehead Zadono-
Kagal'nitskiy, Bolshovskaya, and Cholodnyy were taken., ALout
1,000 trcops withdrew from Cholodnyy. During the operation 12
tanks were destroyed,

& Russian cclumn moving north toward Nemeyanovka was attacked
by Germar artillery a.d dispersed. Reconnaissance reported that
the Russian- attacking from Martynovka had sei-~ed Nesmeyanovka.

Defending the Cholodnyy area was the 823d Rifle Regiment,
312th Rifle Division, Forty-fourth lrmy, apparertly currently
2ttsched to the Fifty-first Rrmy and deployed east of Denisoff.

Capturec¢ viere 74% POWs, 16 tanks, four plenes, seven antitank

guns, three mortars, 22 antitank rifles, two machine guns, and
TWO caissonc,

26 July

Zorpe Situation

Tricre woes a yreat deal of enemy air activity during the night,
includirg attacks on the Don River bridgye site. In the morning
the Corps command post was moved Zroa Tyapkin to Piroznok, south
of the Don,
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The 3G Smoke Morter Reyiment was attached to the Corps,
which assigned the 2d Battalion c¢o the 3d Panzer Division and
the 1lst Battalion to the 23d, However, because of the shortage
of jesoline the regiment had not yet errived, The 13th Bridge
Train and the 906th Assault Boat Detachment also vere attachea
<2 the Corps,

In the evening the Corps issued orders to complete prepara-
tionc for the offensive scheduled for the 33th, The main eifort
viould be mace across the Sal toward Budennovskaya and east of it,
thile other elements of the corps ettacked from the line Pobeda-
Cholodnyy towierd Romanovskaya.

During the night the Army ordered that the offensive be
aunched at (0330, the XL, Panzer Corps vias to support the offensive
£ the XLVIII Penuer Corps by advancing through Romanovskaye toward
simlyanskaya, capturing the Sal sector between Orlovka and
Mrrynovke, and be ready to attack from there to tihe south to
sceize the highway ani railroad line Proletar:kaya-Orlovskaya,

=30

2G Panzer Division., The division advanced west to tike
Kalinintki in the afternocn and east to Nesmeyanovke. In the evening
the division ties ordered to close on the Sal anda prepare to attack
to tne soutih,

23d Panzer pivision. Late in the afternoon the division
occupied Popeda end Voskhod., Ground reconnaissance reported
strong enemy forces in the village of Pady.

rfhe Corps ordered tihe division in the evenirg to prepare &
cusk force composed 5i one panzer grenaclzr regim nt arc one panzer
company to attack toward Romanuvsksya. One bactalion should be
ar~igned to protect the bridye site at Nikolayevskaya, The rest
of the <ivicion should move closer to the Sal &nd prepare to
advance 2cst on the north bank of the river and south on the left
flank of the 3d Panzer Division., Elements that had been assigned
to defend Konstentinovskaye viere to pe withdrawn,

Russien Forces

The Russians attacked in the earlv morning in battelion
strength west of wadono-Kegal'nitskiy end were driven back., One
nuncr.d POWs vere taken, An attaeck of two companies irom Nez-
meyziiovke was also halted.

From the area of Vislyy a Russian column of 400-500 vehicles,
pertly organized, partly in full flight, was reported withdrawing
thrcuch Tapilin and Spornyy toward the south, with six tanks
protzcting tihe c¢olumn,
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Three low level air attacks struck the bridye site near
Nikolayevsikays during the day.

The 155th Rifle Division, deployec near Zadono-Kagal'nitskiy,
hed the mission of defending the south bank of the Don between
Nikolayevskaya and Konstantinovskaya,

27 July

Corps Situation

There viere numerous air attacks oa the Don River bridge during
the day.

The 52d Light Mortar Regiment was attached to the XL Corps.
Ti.c commander of the 1228th Artillery Batta.ion reported that the
2d Battalion, 40th Artillery Rogiment, and staff, which because of
loss of transport had become useless to the Corps, was no longer
attached to it. The 128th 7rtillery Battalior was also having
difficulties with supply.

3d Panzer Division, In the early morning the enemy attacked
the bridgehead at Orlovka from the vicinity of Dolgiy. The Germans
counterattacked, extending the bridgehead to the line Dolgiy-
Krepyanka,

In the evening the Corps ordered the division to launch an
attack ot 0230 and, while protecting its west flank, advance to
the Budennovskaya area. It was to reconnoiter the Manych River
sector west and southwest of Budennovskaya.

23d Panzer Divisioni. Elaments of the division moved egainst
Pady ac dawn, capturing the village in the evening. Reconnaicsance
patrols ascertained that there viere only weck Russian forces in
the northern part of Martynovke.

The Corps ordered the division to send its lead column out
at 0230 and advance to Malo Lesnoy in corps reserve., One regimental
group was ¢o remain in the area north of Martynovka-Cholodnyy to
protect the east flank of the Corps, Other division elements viere
to mop up in the Pady area.

The 274th Infantry Regiment of the 94th Infantry Divizion,
vhich as the mnst advanced regimental group of the IV Corps was
tomporarily attached to the XL Panzer Corps, was ordered to
seiend the bridgehead over the Don, making its main effort toward
ti.¢c west and southwvest.,
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Ruszien Forces

Nesmeyanovka was taken in the morning. It wes defended by
the 325th Rifle Regiment of the 302d Rifle Division,

A Russian attack on the bridgehead at Orlovka was driven off.
The following units were identified: the 275th Rifle Division,
vith its 9G0th Rifle Regiment in Dolgiy and its 952d and 984th
Rifle Regiments near Komarovskiy. During the day the Russians
evacuated Dolgiy, Neventshenko, and Krepyanka.

Reconnaissance reported that the Russians held Komarvoskium
Bolotov, and NovoSadkovskiy. In the Moskovsky area 500-800 men
inecluding cavalry, artillery, and heavy antitank guns were reported.
Mertynovskoye was occupied by only a weak force.

The 156th Rifle Division (36lst and 417th Rifle Regiments)
wae deployed near Zadono-Kagal'nitskiy. The 275th Ritle Division
vias ueployea with the J00tl Rifle Regiment near Dolgiy and the 982d
ana 9384th Rifle Regiments near Komarovskiy. The 825th end 827th
Rifle Reyiments of the 302d Rifle Division were near Nesmeyanovka.

28 July

Corps Situation

I't 0825 the RArmy ordered the Corps to start tc advance toward
Proletarskaya only after the left wing of the c¢»>rps had cecured
the crossing near Martynovka., At 1200 the Corps was given the
main mis _on of destroying the enemy forces which were zscaping
Irom tne area between the Sel and the Manych Rivers toward Proletarskava,

The 602d Antiaircraft Machine Gun Battalion was assigned to
the commander of antiaircraft defense for the Corps.

3d Panzer Division. At 030U a Russian attack from Batlayev-~
skaya' toward Krepyanka was driven off. The division started its
offenzive accorcing to plan at 0230. Encountering only veak
enemy resistance the division took Novo Sadkevskiy and Kazyurin
ot 0400, Sukhoy at 0500, and Budennovekaya at 0700, At 0C00 the
Corps orcered the division to protect the west flank of the corps
on the lire Bolschaya Odovekaya~Komarov-~Bolotowv.

The division was later ordered to reconnoiter a suitable place
to build a ponton bridge over the Manych River and establish a
vriagehead on the other side, This directive was promptly enliarged
to include blocking the sector Oblivnoy-Manych (i.e., defand the
vie .t flenk of the corps between those two poinus), builc a bridgehead
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on the Manych, and cut the railvoad line between Proletarskaya
anc Orlowvskaye.

Enemy attacks in the afternocn frem the direction of Bolotov
dgainst the eloments of the 2d Panzer Division in Novo Sadkovskiy
were driven off.

23d Panzer Division. Enemy resistance forced the division
to withdraw its patrols from Kamyshevskaya to Cholodnyy in the
ecrly morning hours.

M attack from Marynovka toward Nesmeyanovka at 0430 was
driven off,

Task Force Bachmann took over protection of the east and
southeast flanks of the Sal sector, on both sides of the river.

ft 0300 the Corps ordered the division to protect the east

flenk of the Corps on the line Nesmeyanovka-Krepyanka, At 1105

this was enlarged to the area Pady-Cholodnyy and the Nesmeyanka
egion.

Combat elements of the 201lst Panzer Regiment werc ordered to
attack Moskowvskiy,

The 274th Regiment of the 94th Infantry Division wes orcered
to relieve Task Force Zeydlich (epparently part oi the 23d Division)
on the line Titoff-XKalinskiy.

The 201st Panzer Regiment and 123th Panzer Grenadier Regiment
of the 23d Panzer Division attacked Batlay.vckeya and Moskovskiy
and took poth places atter a heavy fight., One T-34 and three
T-60 tanks were destroyed.

Russian Forces

Disposition of Russian forces:

156th Rifle Divisicn, two battalions, and command post
of the 36lst Rifle Regiment, at Vislyy.

417th Rifle Regiment -~ Bolshaya Orlovke.

807th Artillery Regiment, 27th Rifle Division, near
Komarovskiy.

276th NKVD Regiment, and possibly the 275t., o° :he
1lth NKVD Divisior, near Martynovka.

Mockovskiy area: 45 tanks, including T-34c,
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80th Tank Battalion - rear Ribikov, southwest of Martynovka.
The battalion consisted of two tank companies and one
infantry company.

297th Cavalry, 115th Cavalry Division, concentrated in
the Moskovskiy area.

302d Rifle Division (8234, 825tt, 827th Rifle Regiments) -
concentrated in the area Xarnaukhov-Pady.

The 23d German Panzer Division took 260 POWs and four
T-34 tanks. The 3d Panzer Division tonk 600 POVs.

29 July

Corps Situation

The Corps reserve (2d Company of the Brandenburg Regiment,
and 2d Company of the 670th fintitank Battalion) was sent on a
security mission to Kelininskiy.

The Commanding General, Fourth Panzer Army, arrived 4t the
Corps command port at 1300, He ordered the Corps to build ponton
bricdges at once upon reaching the Manych River, If the bridges
vere captured intact they should be used and the advance should --—
proceed immediately,

The Rrmy intended to move the 29th Infantry Division to the
.Crlcvskaya erea, on the left of the XL Panzer Corps, to which
it wouid be atteched upon arrival., On the east flank of the
Corps the situation should be eased on 31 July with the arrival
of the 371st Infantry Division near Novo Nikolayevskiy. The 29tn
Division should attack with most of its units toward Romanovskaya,
and with the remainder toward the easc.

During the fighting on 2C and 29 July the following were
taken or destroyed: 68 tanks, 2,100 POWs, 26 guns (76mm anc¢ 152mm),
2 entitenk guns, 7 Do Gerete, 4 freight trains loaded with artillery,
»nlanes, and optical instruments, and 9 locomotives,

3d Panzer Division. ©During the night anc¢ in the early morning

the kussians attacked Novo Sadovskiy from the direction of Bolotowv.

The -ttacks viere beaten ofr, In addition to many POWs, six 152mm

guns were captured. The ittackers were part of the Rucsian Fifty-

first Army, vihicn was ueienaing the Don and trying to escape encircie-

ment between the Don and the Manych, P




2t ¢33) t e Corps ordered the dvi.ion to attack ir ifull

strenyti. toward tie railroad line and il possible encircle
Proletarskays., Covering elements were to be left on tie line
Dolgiy -~ Stelin¢radiskiy. Rt 1015 Tesk Force VWestihofen &nd et
1640 Ta:k Force Liebenstein launcled their etteck towerd Prole-
tarslays and the railroed line nortiesst of the city. Overcom’ng
we.k enemy resictance near Beketny and south of Donc<koy, the

csk force on the left reached the railroad line nortieast of
Proletarskaya and blew it up in several places, The other

task force seized the highway bridge near Privol‘nyy, northwest
of Proletarskoya, undamaged. The two ¢roups converged on the

city. Despite a stubborn defense supported by crtillery end y
antitank juns, German troops reached the outskirts or the city
in the éfternoon and capturec the city in the evening, The
bridyes over Karychepak Lake were taken int.ct, end only one
ro&u briage was uameaged. That could be easily repcirea,
Cuntinuation of the advance was halted in the evening by tl.e
hussisns, who blew up a dam in the upper part of Proleterskaya.
Lerge masses of water poured out on the ~dvancing unit: and
tirectened the newly renairec iridre,

e

At 2300 the Corps ordered the divirsion to enlarc¢e tte bridge-
nead the next day ‘rom Proletar:keye to the soutlh ecross the
Menych, In case lhecvy enemy resistance was encountered it slould
be ettacked from the resr by putting a tesk force scross et
Buc2nnovekaya or Proletarskaya. -

234 Panzer Division. The division won ite battle for
Batlayevskaye Aurina the nigit. After 1o ino twuo T-34 and two
licht tanks (probably t:e same one- mentioned tlc diy before),
the enemy witi.drew to the eest,

At CL30 the divi~ion was ordered to ¢ttock Martynovke and
~rotect the eaest rlank o< tie Corps. Attackin: from tie soutn
with tie 201st Panzer Rz¢iment and from the west with the 23d
Motorcycle Battalion, the Germane encountered close to two tank
bricades defending the town, The 23d Motorcycle Battelion
cnrered the town at 1500. In the battle the enemy lost &2
tanks to the division's three.

fask Force Zeydlick, which i:ad been just :outh <f tie Don,
returned to the division and attacked and took the hills south
of Fzay from the west,

At 2300 the Corps ordered the civirsion on the following
day to protect the Corps flanks on the east and southeast,
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Russian Force:

I Stor destroyirg the bridges over the Sel River t:e Rursian:
vithircw to the sout} bank,

The Germens took Moskovskiy, destroying 3 T-34 «nd 3 T-70
tanks. The Russians were reported to he retreating from Kamy.l.ovskiy
toward the east, Reconnaiss~nce renorted thet Martynovke vicr
occuriea by two companies with artillery end antituenk cun .

There wvere vieak Rusuian forces facing ti'e¢ 3d Panwer Divicion
in the area of Proleter-keya, and artillery fired irom the ares,

Tue 23¢ Panzer Division encountered :tiff resistence in
M-rtynovke, DMiter the town waes taken the Ruruian. retrested to
¢ et .
Reconnai. sence reported 300 Rus ian- holding Komerovskiy,

on tie we tern flank of the Corp.,

Composrition of Russzien forces

155th Tank Brigade
two tank battalions
one compsny 9f 7 T-34 tonke
two companiez of o T-70 tenks
one bettelion motorized infcntry

115tl: Cavaelry Division
297, 275, 315 Cevelry Regiments
124 rrtillery Battelion

PR S S

11th NKVD Division
2756, 2/5, 273 NKVD Regiments
16thr Cavalry Regiment

Ruczian pl-pec attecked Nesmeyanovka, Batlayevskaya, and

Moskov:zkiy,

Corp- Situetion

Except for haraescing air reids the night pasced ruietly in the
Corpe érea. During the forenoon Corps Heaccuarters we moved to
Bolyersiii, north o7 Budennovskaya.
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(. 3d Panrer Divi:cion. Early in tie morning tie division launched

. an cttack toward the Manych River in the face of stiff enemy

’ resistence, Nine artillery batteries, come of them hesvy, werc
icentified on the soutl. bank of tle river, Bltlough the division
resched the north bank further advance was impos. ible because of the
: strong enemy cefense, The division recommended tiot an artillery
ohservation bettery be brought in, Because the 2.th Observstion
Bettery was no longer attached to the Corns, the 12ith Panszer
Observation Battery of the 23d Panzer Division was temporarily
attsched to the 3d Panzer Divicion, Stuks reids and artillery air
reconnaissance of the south bank of the river were also ordered.

ek

D2spite the enemy defenses, elements of the division ctarted
across the Manycl west of Bucdennovskaya on ¢ ferry. One motorcycle
ri’le company had crossed by 1245, and by evening the 2J Battalion,
394th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, without vehicles, wo: on the
onpouite bank, However, the risk was considered too great, and the
units thet had crossed were ordered beck to the north side of the
river, The 127th Panzer Brtillery Observation Battery started
firiny in tre afternoon and knocked out Rususian artiliery and
ob.ervation,nosts.

T LT L IR IR S
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Pt 2245 the Corsps ordered the divicion on tire next day to
c’onture 8 crossing south of Proletrrikeya and build e hridgehecd
- thwere, I't the seme time one reinrforced bettalion =hould be tren.-
(i fcrrec ecross the river west of Budennovskaya., s soon &. pos:ible -
tie units should ~dvance toward the roec¢ Ci,ent - R ilrozd Station
Menych.

The IIT Panzer Corps ot 2100 establishied cont-ct witii patrols
of the 3d Panzer Divicion near Dolgiy ant Novo Sadkovrkiy.

22d Panzer Division, Vhile protecting the ecst flank of the
corns the divicgion continued to move towerd the souti:, hempered
by heavy raing and bad rrads. At ebout §7300 tie 20lszt Penzer
Re.,iment ettacked the enemy in the «rea ecst of Martynovke., After
@ short fignt the Russians withdrew towers the cast.

't 2245 the division was ordered the next day to protect the
east flank of thc¢ Corps on the generel line Donckoy - 1ic¢l landg
south of Beketny - Xovrina Mo, 2 - Martynovke,

RFussian Forces

The surpriced Russians left the railroad end higlwey bridges
over the Manych scuvth of Proletarskaye intact ¢nd retreated behind
tre Manych end the reilroa” line.

On the weztern tlank of the corps, in the erce south of Bolsi.aya q
Crlovka, there were remnents of 8 battered rifle divisicon.
H
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The 135t:. Tank Brigade was indentified nesr Mrrtynovka, It had
two battalions, cach witl one commeny of four T-34 tanks and two
vith eiclt T-70 tanko,

Scuth of Proletertkaya, on the wrouth benk of the Menyely,
‘trong Rus.ian jorces, inclur inc artillery, eontisircra’t <nd anti-
tenk yuns, were reported,

Thie 23d Penzer Division took 1,000 POW., five tank-, and four
auns.,

31 July

Corps Situation

The corps was to advance to the highuwey Pregracnoye - Dimitriycv-
skaye -~ Takhta, with th. 3d Panzer division on the right. The
Houndary between the two divisions ran Yekaterinovke - roadrork
southwest of Beresovka - Bashante - Dimitriyevskeys - Bezopansnoye -
PelocgiArda - Veroshilovsk, Tle last three noints were to be relu
by tre 3d Penwer Division, the otliers by tie 234, The richt bouadary
of the 3d ran Salsk - Pregradnoye - Rosihestvenskays - Yoroshilovsk,
The two pursuit tack forces were to cross the Monyceh with the
23¢ leadinc, followed by the Burmeioter Task Force &nd the two
divisions,

3¢ Penzer Division., At midnight the division leunched én
atteck across tl:e Menycn at Proletarskayz. Despite stiifi Runsien

resistonce with antitank gune end DoGeret. (probebly rocket launcher-),

tle division wvics able to ezteblish e brideebeed, With eir support,
tire Germcns repulsed a counterattack durine the morning houre,

The bricye over the dem wa~ demeced Hut could be renegired. By
1100, din c¢pite of Russian frtillery, machine yun end .niper 7ire,
ti e bricyeheed hsd been nushed to Railrosd Station Manycl. £n hour
sefore, the enemy had -tarted to witndrew slowly towerd the - outik,
Patrols on the ve: t flank of tire Corps reported on enemy column
vich €1l kinde of vehicles moving Srom norti to south, 2 Russien
comreny thet wao coployed as a covering detechment to protect the
mereidn  column way wiped out west 90 Kasmyevin,

Crossing oi the Menych west of Budennovskaye continued during
ti.e nic.at. In addition to tie bettalion a ligit rsield howitzer
Sectery wes token acrous,

To east the situation of ti:e 3d Panzer Diviziopn in the Manych
~riduelead the III Panzer Corps, whose advance elements reacherd
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Gigent in the evening, was a ked attack the enc.ay from the reer,
One panzer company of the 13th Panavr Division of thet corps reeched
Ruilroad Station Manych at 1530.

The 3d P»nrer Divi~ion continued to enlerge the briauehead
ot Proletarskaya, and prepared to send sut & pursuit de‘"cnmcnt to
puild » bridueeliead over the Scndate River

23d Pan.er Division, On the eest ;rlank of the corpe #n armored
ctrcin wos destroye? at Railroad St-tien Foteomkinskiy, The 23¢
Penzer Division establicled contact with the 74th and 371lcst InLantry
Divisionc in Martynovka. In the ofternoon t!e division prenared

to cend @ pursuit detachment to build a bri< ehead neer Novyy Ye'corlyk,

Sulk  of the diviiion was closing in near Donckoy, try.ng to
cut 0ii Russian units betwecn tiwe Sal cnd the Menycu.,

Rurrian Force:s

In tie area of the Manych Lrid ehiead tie Russiens, #iter e¢n
unsucce=sful counterattack, were withdrawing to the ea:c, During
tr.e night reconnaiscence reported lony enemy columns with vehicles

anc ¢11 orts of artillery moving sfrom north to south,

R Russian covering company was wiped out west of Kesyurin,

On the eastern flank an armored +tysin wae uCcstroyed @t Reilroad
Station Poteomkinskiy.

The 110th Cevalry Divieion (292d Cavalry Re,iment) was reported
near the Menycl: bridyehead west of Budennovskaya, Other recimenty
of the division were the 273¢ and the 311t..

Facing the bridgehesd west, of Budennovskaya wes the Li5th

Rifle chlmont of the 295ty Rifle Livision, Thirty-sevent) Irmy,
reétresting towerd the south.

1 Ducust

Corns Situation

During the night the XL Panzer Corps we:s tran<ferr.d Ffrom the
Foth t» tho First Panzer Ermy. The Corps mirgion, advence to
tle outh towerd Voroshilovwk, (Stavropol) rem¢ined uncicn.ed.

In the Zorenoon the Corrz comm nd no t wre move: €9 Mokreye
Yel'mute,
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Tihe III Penzer Corps, on the rirht of t:e XL Panzer Corn:,
reported tiat in the morning the 13ti: Perzer Divi.ion led estob-
licned a prideel ead over the Sandata River near Nil'slayevka and weow
covanciny on tie west of the Ye'gorlyk.

Forvery movement of tie nursuit bsttalion: we. jeopardized by
tie extremely tichc fuel situation, The reason for lack of ‘fuel
vas that additional infantry and panzer division: Lad arrived st
tiue bracd.e over the Don, ond the vupply column: were forceu to wait
£or ca2yr on the north bank. The Fourth Penzer Army was receiving
-l plies by air, and it was expected that supplie. would bhe delivercd
by eir to the Tirst Panzer Army os viell,

3d Panzer Division. The pursuit battelions scorted tueir
cavance in the early morning os planned, It 0430, efter & v.ort
fignt, Shabliyevks was taken. Rain during tl.e night cauv.ed the
alvance to proceed slowly.

Mt 0700 a battalion of the Russian 404t} Rifle Regiment, supported

vy ten tanke of the 155th Tenk Brigade, ettacked Proleterskoye
from tine east, Mfter lo:zing five tanks ti.e Russians turned and
retrestec to the soutii,

The pur=uit battalion advanced tiroucgi: Sal'ck to Scndete,
vhicn was token at 1125. The bhridges over the river were intact,

Tt 1425 the Corps ordered the divi.ion to continue it- advance
tovierd the sout!:y, while nrotecting tie Yridge..erd ¢t Proletarskay: .

23 Panzer Divisior.. Security element: oi tuc division . °
protectin: tre wectern flenk ol the Corp. launcaed ¢n ctiack on the
nortliern bcnk o7 the Manych River against Ruc ifn ¢olumns i icn viere
vithdrowing across the river to tle souvi:. At 0545 the division
(2pparently tie 125th Panzer Grenauier Reciment) took D lniy and
proceeced to Khirnyy, where 1200 POV: were tcken, Monping vo of
the erea was ie’t to the Grossdeutechland Infantry Division,

The pursuit battclion ot 0045 encountered enemy resistance nesr
Yekaterinovka. After ¢ short bettle witn the witidrewinc Rucsiens,
wio covered their retreat with tenks, the town was teken, and the
pursuit battalion continued its edvance towerd Novyy Ye'lgorlyk,

The bridge across the Ye'gorlyk River wa. damacged, and repaire vere
starced at once, The enemy uithdrew toward Basiante-Shin-Terl,

&

Ruuseian Forces

[ ~ 3
i

The following Russian units vere identified south of the Manych:

172th Rifle Reyiment, 19th Rirle Division (Twelfth Army)

404th Rifle Reciment, 176th Rifle Division (Fifty cirst Rrmy)
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142¢ Rifle Reciment, 74th Rifle Divieion (Thirty seventlh. Mrmy)
24t NKVD Regiment
142¢ Pntitank Bettelion

Between 21 and 31 July tie Followinc was ceptured: 3,113 POWe,
"9 tonks, 26 guns, 9 entitank guns, three mortar, 209 velicleg,
{our nlenes,

T".e 3531lst Rifle Reciment, 156t Rifle Divi 'ion, wa renorted
neer Dolniy et 1315. The 155th Tenk Bricece vc. eaut of Proletarvkaye.

Eleven tanks and a bettalion of the 413th Rifle Reciment,
73 Rifle Division, launched en attsck ten kilometer: cest of
Proleterczkeye, which was driven oif.

Captured were 700 POWs, five tenk:s, two qun:, ancd cour entitenk
cune,

2 Mucuvetk

Corps Situetion

Tne sliortace of Tfuel continued to hampner the advance of the
Corp:z., Becouse of it the Corpy ordered the divisionr to form .mall
pursuit groups.

Tie Corps commanc post was moved to Yeketcrinovka in tie fore-
noon. Corps reserve (23d Motorcycle Battelion, rein:iorced with
one ertillery battery) was orderec to Now y Manyci, Tre Corp:
miscion continued to advance towera Voro:zidilovsk snd nrotect the
east Flonk 2f the rmy.

34 Panzey Division, Pt 1300 the nurzuit bettelion rcecihed
Nizhniy Burul, the enemy withdrewing to tle souti. enc .ocutheast,
7t 1530 the pursuit hed recched Kolosniko, ¢nd én hour iater
Precvrodnoye wes taken without ¢ fight. From tiere ~n attack wes
launched at 1715 towserd Beszopa:rnoye. Encountering only wveesk
resistence the “attelion reached the villi:e in tne evening,

236 Perzer Yivi ion, Te nurcuit Latt-lion moved out irom the
sric eiecc at Novyy Ye'corlyk ot €500, as :woon au tre bHriuge vos
repcired. At 0955 it hed re~ched Bscshente, [I'n attack war lasunched
from there at 191Y tow rd Dmitriyevskoye, but hecruse o: derkness
tie o ective was not reocled,

Ti.e division was ordered to protect tre eegst flenk oo the
Corps durin- tie advance of these pursuit group-, and with ti.e 3
Panzer Divicion protect the supply routc™ o7 the Corn. ec¢ the utrong
noint. Budennovckeyve, Proleterikaya, and Salel:,
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Russian Forces

At 1340 the Corps reported to the Army that the Russians,
under cover of vear guards reinforced with tanks, were retreating i
toward the south in small groups,

Near Sandata the following Russian units were identified: ¢

883d and 885ta Rifle Regiments, 295th Rifle Division)Thirty
986th Rifle Regiment, 230th Rifle Division ¢ seventh e
Training battalion of the 275th Rifle Division 1 ary :
974th Rifle Regiment, 261st Rifle Division, .
Twelfth Army :

Near Novyy Ye'gorlyk the following Russian units were identified:

39th, 10lst, 220th Rifle Regiments, 4th Rifle Division
1175th, 1177th, 1179th Rifle Regiment, 347th Rifle Division
4lst Motorized Brigade

26th NKVD Regiment

395th Rifle Regiment, 2d Guard Rifle Division

875th Rifle Regiment, 423d Artillery Re.iment, 158th

Rifle Division

Z hugust

Corps Situation

Forward elements of the advancing columnrs were attacked by
Russian planes in the morning hours. Two planes were shot down
by the 3d Panzer Division, Fighter support was requested. German
close support air reconnaissance could not keep up with the rapid
advance of the units, however, and long rance air reconnaissance
was regquired,

The First Panzer Army ordered the Corps to send motorized
reconnasssance units toward the Kalaus River in the sector between
Petrovskoye and Divnoye to reconnoicer bridges and enemy positions
on the eastern bank., EBut the Corps repa ted that this could not
be done on 3 Bugust, because of a lack of fuel. Air reconnaissance
was recuested,

The Corps command post was moved to Veselyy north of Fregradnoye,
The 23d Reinforced Motorcycle Battalion in Corps reserve was ordered

o Xolosniko,
"y
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3d Panzer Division. The bridge at Bezopasnoye was captured

(; and a bridgehesd established., At 0700 the advance task force moved
out from there and a second task force started south from Preg-
radnoye, Because of the shortage of fuel, however, the first could
plan to go only as far as Voroshilovsk, and the second only to
Donskoy. At 0830 the division was ordered to continue the advance
and take Voroshilovsk, Russien troops viere encountered at Donskoye,
but by 0945 the town had been taken, The enemy withdrew toward
the east and southeast, fighting rear guard actions. At 1020
Moskovskoye was taken, and by 1150 the task force was on the
outskirts of Voroshilovsk,
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The Russians had established strong defenses in Voroshilovsk,
and beczuse of it the advance task force vias ordered to proceed
toward the west orf the city through Railroad Station Palagiada to
encircle the city. Endless enemy columns moving south and southeast
were observed in the area of Roshevenskaya and south of the railroad
station, Elements of the Liebenstein Task Force and the advunce
task force were ordered to attack the marching columns., The attack
on Voroshilovsk started at 1530, and by 1615 the city had been taken,

At 1345 the 3d and 23d Panzer Divisions wviere ordered during the
next three days to blow up the railroad line betvieen Novo Alekssnd-
rovskaya end Petrovskoye, the 3d as far as possible to the northviest
of Voroshilovsk and the 23d to the northeast. However, when the
15th Infantry Division (motorized), on the right of the 3d Panzer

(‘ Division, reported that the 13th Panze- Divicion had reached
Kamennobrodskiy at 1100, the 3a pivision's order was cancelled.
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During the day the 3d Panzer Division shot dowin 16 Russien
planes,

In the evening the Corps ordered the division to defend the
Voroshilovsk area, cut the railroad line between Armavir and
Georgiyevsk, and close in the aree ' Pregradnoye-~Voroshilovsk,

2334 Panzer Division. At 0500 the advence task force was eight
kilometers northeast of Dmitriyevskaya. The division was ordered
to protect the eastern flank of the corps and attack with a
pursuit battalion towerd eastern Voroshilovsk, It was to establish
strongpoints on roads coming in from the east on the line
Trunovskoye-Takhta-Sadkyi (apparently now Solenoye)., The advance
task force reached lightly-defended Trunovskoye at 1125, and after
recfueling set off for Voroshilowvsk at 1325, At 1800 it was in the
area Tuguluk-Xazinka,

B Russian attack on Novyy Ye'gorlyk at 1700 was driven off,

In the evening the Army ordered that the highlands around
Taculuk be seized and that the division reconnoiter to the Kalous
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River in the line Sergiyevskoye-Petrovskoye-Ipatovo-Divnoye. The
Corps crdered the division to protect the east from the highway
Voroshilovsk-?etrovskoye to the highway Bashanta-Kiyevka.

Russian Forces

As of 22060 the following Russian units were identified near
Bashanta:

273d, 292d, 31lth Cavalry Regiments, 110th Cavalry Division
20th Combat Engineer B:riigade

1409, 1410, 1417, 1419, 1325 Combst Engineer Battalions
183d and 372d Fortification Battalions
56th Construction Column
538th Signal Regiment, Thirty seventh Army

Captured were 1,£93 POWs, one antitank gun, fou" mortars,
three vehicles, one close support airplane,

4 Auggst

Corps Situaticn

The night passed quietly. The Corps command post moved to
Donskoy during the forenoon.

It was runorted that the villages of Sadkiy and Yanushevskoye
were in Pussia.' hands. An enemy column had been sighted south of
Lake Rybnoye heading southeast.

The railroad line between Voroshilovsk and Petrovskaya w-s
blown up near Staromaryevka, presumably by elements of the 23d
Panzer Division,

3d Panzer Division., As far as the fuel supply allowed the
division was closing in and advance units were reconnoitering toward
the south, In the evening the Corps ordered the division to
secure the area Moscovskaya-Voroshilovsk and move one task force
to Nevinnomyssk to destroy the railroad junction there,

23d Panzer Division, Within the limits of the fuel supply
the division was closing in and reconnoitering toward the east
and southeast, In the evening the Corps ordered the division -~
to protect the east flank of the Covps and reconnoiter up to the
Kalaus River,




Russian Forces

The enemy was fleeing in small groups toward the south and
southeast. East of Romanovskiy were some weak Rucsian reconnaissance
patrols. Sandkiy was in Russian hands.

The Russiar; were surprised at the speed with which Voroshilovsk
wes captured., R state of siege there had been ordered only
two days befcre., The radio station was taken intact.

As of 1715 air reconnaissance reported that the water level

in the XKalaus River between Ipatovo and Petrovskoye was very low.
In some places the river was dry.

Antitank ditches were constructed, 3-4 meters deep, along the
railroad line hLetween Voroshilovsk and Petrovskoye.

The following units were identified near Dmitryevska:

25th Combat Engincer Brigade
1588 and 1597 Combat Engineer Battalions

311th Cavalry Regiment, 110th Cavslry Division
52¢ Transportation Battalion
15Cth Rifle Regiment

The breakthrough south of Dmitriyevska was mace bv the 591st
Rifle Regiment, 176th Rifle Division.

Remnants of the following units viere reported near Dmitriyevska:
467th Rifle Regiment, 102d Rifle Division

Systh Rifle Keyiment, 230th Rifle Division

767th Rifle Fegiment, 228th Rifle Division

273d and 2924 Cavalry Regiments, 110th Cavalry Division

248th Rifle Regiment, 3lst Rifle Division

339, 404, 5¢1 Rifle Regiments, and 1845h Antitank Battalion,
176tk Rifle Division

The division captured 440 POWs, three antiaircraft guns, ard
four rocket launchers and destroyed five planes on the ground,

C-23




o~
v

5 August

Corps Situation

The *rmy ordered the LII Corps to relieve elements of the XL
Panzer Corps assigned to protect the area Proletarskaya-Salsk-
Novyy Ye'gorlyk.

3d Panzer Divicion., At 0400 Task Force Pape of the 3d Panzer
Division moved out. It reached Ba<sukovskaya at 0830 and
Nevinnomyssk at 0900, There it encountered heavy shelling by
artillery and antitank guns on the south bank of the Kuban River.
The railroad bridge across the Kuban, carrying the double-tracked
line between Armavir and Georgiyevsk, was taken intact. An airport
near the bridge was also captured and five planes destroyec. The
Russian defenders were reported withdrawing toward the south.
Tnzmy defenses around the city and on the west bank of the river
were constructed in a systematic plan, and included field forti-
fications, bunkers, pillboxes, and artillery and antitark gun
positions.

23d Panzer Division. At 0415 a combined Russian task force
broke through from west to east south of Dmitriyevskoye. The
division command post was attacked by Katiusha rocket launchers.
A pursuit task force immediatecly attacked the enemy near Inogrodny
(near Yerokhinskiy, east of Dmjtriyavskoye).

On the east flank of the Ccrps, reconnaissance reporteud
Russian forces in Petrovskoye, near Dobrovol'noye, in Kugulta-Tal,
near Inogrodny, in Yannshevkoye and Sadkiy. Enemy stragglers were
in the whole ar=a. In the afternoon the enemy abandoned Sackiy.
Straggler units were reported southwest of Bezopasnoye. Mopping
up of the area on both sides of the road from Dmi.riyevskoye to
Donskoy yilelded 300 POWs.

In the evening the division was ordered to prepare a recon-
naissance in force against Ipatoro, where the heaacuarters of the
Russian Thirty-seventh Army was repor+ted to be located. The division
was further cvdered to withdraw its elements from Budennovskaya
¢s soon as they were relieved bv the LII Corps. In view of the
fact that there viere still many Rucsian stragglers in the Corps
area, the division was to close the rosd between Pregradnoye and
Moskovskiy for the night and patrol it with tanks,

6 August

Corps Situation

The 23d Artillery Observation Battalion was attached to the
Corps.
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Russian straggler units attacked a motorized column of the
lst Battalion, 7th Antiaircraft Regiment, which was advancing along
the Corps supply road, seriously demaging or destroying 3/4 of
the vehicles, The Corps ordered that the road between Pregradnoye
and Voroshilovsk be clos2d again during the nicht 6/7 August.

3d Panzer Division. The division enlarged the bridgehead
from Nevinnomyssk to Ivarovskoye., Ten kilometers south of Ivano-
vskoye reconnaissance elements attacked Russian columns heading
+aorth., One enemy battalion was smashed south c¢f Tatcrskoye (which
is about 1l0km south of Ivanovskoye).

In the evening the Corps ordered the division to close in the
area Barsukovskaya-Nevinnomyssk and send an advence task force
touvard Pyatigorsk. A covering force shculd be sent toward Cherkessk.

23d Panzer Division. In the early morning a strong Russian
tosk torce, most of the 4th Rifle Division, attempted a breakthrough
from west to east south of Dmitriyevskoye. The panzer reconnais-
sence elements of the 23d Panzer Division which were assigned to
reconnoiter toward Ipatovo were ordered to attack the enemy urits.
The breaithrough was prevented, 2,240 POWs were taken, and 26 guns,
some of them heavy, were captured. After refueling, the elements
of the 23d Panzer Divisior advanced toward Ipatovo, reachiny
Talknte without making contact with the enemy,

The division was ordered to defend rhe road from Pregradnoye
to Vorochilovsk, using tank patrols and organizinc and escorting
convoys,

In the overing the Corpe ordered the divisicon to continue to
protect the eect flank of the Cirps &nd to send a pursuit task
force toward Mineralnyye Vody. It was to esteblish strongpoints
at Veselyy, at the road fork ncotheast of Staromaryevks, in Kugulte,
and in Novovasil'yevka and to reconnoiter toward the east,

The covering detachment in the Proletarskoye area (Staff and
2d Battalion, 126th Panzer Grenadier Regiment; 2d Bactalion of
3d Parcer Grenadier Regiment) and in Novyy Ye'gorlyk were to rejoin
the CJivision after being relieved by the LII Corps, The 2d Battalic i,
3d Panzer Grencdier Regiment, should mcve to Voroshilovsk as Coros
reserve. The 23d Motorcycle Battelion was to return to the division.

Russian Forces

In the forenoon the 23d Panzer Divisior prevented a break-
throigh of strong enemy forces south of Dmitriyevskoye and in the
pursuit wiped out the bulk of the 4th Riflc Divigion of the Twelfth
hrmy, The division took over 1,000 POWs and 23 ¢uns, Elements of
tne battered division retreated toward the west.
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The following units viere identifi=d near Donskoy:

oCth Disinfection Company

15th Reserve Cavalry Regiment (no horses)
1200th Labor Regiment

425th Labor Battalion

173d Bridge Construction Detachment

26th Motorcycle Training Regiment

130th Trairiig Pegiment

423d Labor Column

15th Training Regiment

8lst Medical Battslion

958th Rifle Regiment, 230th Rifle Division

7 Auggst

Corps Situation

The divisions spent the day closing in and preparing for the
plenned edvance toward Pyatigorsk-Mineralnyye Vody. The Corps
informed the Acemy that to assure mooility it was &bsolutely
necessary to supply more fuel, The Irmy mac° it clear chat no
fuel would be brought in for 24 hours and possibly not for 43.

3 Panzer Division., In the morning the divisicn cdiscovered,
15 kilometers north of Barsukovskaya, an enemy ¢roup with horse-
drevin vohicles and antitank guns retreating to the southeast,

23d Panzer Division. The reinforcad reconnaissance element
took Ipatovo, captu“lng few prisoners. Most of the Russians had
left the city the day before, The railroad line had been blown
up but the road bridge over the Kalaus River was intact. During
the evening the 3d Battalion, 27lst Panzer Regiment, established
a bridgenhead on the Kalaus near Sergeyevka,

Russian Forces

-

P First Lieutenant of the 591st Rifle Regiment, 176th Rifle
Division, reported in respect to the attempted breakthrough the day
before, that the division commander, Col. Rubanyu}, ordered the 176th
end 4th Rifle Divisions of the Twelfth Army to lauach such a break-
through operation, as the first element of an assault force under
Geneval Marzinkevitch, The assault force was to be concentrated

in the area Koroshiye Lake - Xclodzy. The second element of the
assault force consisted nf the 33d Rifle Division of the Fifty-

sixth ‘rmy and & few motorized brigades, It was to break thrcugh

to the east in the area south of Dmitriyevskoye on August 7 or 8.
Ziter crossing the Xugulta River the assault force was to close and
continue to advance to the east. Replacement battalions to replenish
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the divisions were to be east of the Kalaus. Both divisions would
reccive two antitank gun battalion:. A tank destrvyer Lrigade

would also be added to the force. Th: objective was to attack the
rear and flanks o the German force, At the time of the breakthrough,
5 August, the strength of the 176ch Rifle Division was:

591ct Rifle Regiment - §& men plus one attached battalion
404th Rifle Rec¢iment -~ 250 men
389th Rifle Regiment - 150-18C men

{Jith these troops and availeble heavy weapons, including
2C rocket launciters, the divisior succeeded in breaking through.

On the east flank of the Corps the Ru.sians did not take
acventane of the defense position: alreadv vrepared on the Kalaus,
and the remaining units retreat.d from the line Petrovskoye-Ipatovo
to che southeast.

The following units were identified: near Nevinnomysck, the
113th Rirle Brigade; between Voroshilovsl. and Nevinnomyssk, the 4th
Rifle Division, 1644th Engincer Construction Battalion, 115th
Cavalry Training Regiment.

The Corps captured 102 POWs, 52 guns, 13 mortars, 1l antitank
guns, six machine guns, and five vehlicles,

§_§uggst

Corps Situation

The two divisions launched their attack in the early morning.
The Corps command post moved during the morning to a convalescent
house three kilometers west of Voroshilovsk, The Corpc wveserve
(2d Battalion, 3d Panzer Grenadier Regiment, minus one company, and
one artillery battery) was ordered to move to Voroshilovsk, In
the evening the Corps was ordered to advance, if the fuel situation
permitted, end establish a defense line on the Xuma River.

3d Panzer Divisicn. Starting in the early worning, by 0800
leading elements, having encountered only weak resistance, reached
Kursavka. After a fight, the town was taken, and the division
continued to Soluno-Dmitriyevskoye, which it reached at 0930,

The Russians, alter destroying the bridges, crossings, and fuel
dumps, weye withdraving toward the east, At 1350 an antitenk ditch
nortih of Grazhdankiy was reachea, and the crossing was seized against
veck resistance, Radio interference made it impossible to receive
further reports from ¢he division, which reached the arec west of
Mineralnyye Vody in the evening, There it halted after an advanc:
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reported as 100 kilometers, (Assuming & st.rt from Nevinromyssk
the advance is closer to 108. From Vorochilcvskit is about 150km.
Donskoy is about 190, This is following the road, not a direct
line,) Steep mountain roads and bridges made it impossible to
proceed further at night. The second task force (reinforced 5th
Panzer Regiment), which apparently was advancing on another roid,
reachied the area of Vorovskolesskaya.

In the evening the division was ordered to establich & bridge-
head on the Kvma River. thether or not to capture Pyatigorsk was
left for the division to decide, on the basis of the fuel supply
and the enemy situation,

23d Panzer Division. The division moved out in the 2arly
morning, against little opposition on the ground,but the
ferviard elements vere attacked repeateuly by low flying planes, which
ceused serious delays, However, at 1330 the division advanced
tiwough Aleksandrovskoye, and at 1845 it was at the elevation point
497 (meters), ten kilometers northeast of Mineralnyye Vody. The
rocds were getting worse as the forces entered the foothille of the
Ceucosve Mountains, Steep slopes and deep valleys beyan to present
cerious traffic problems. Covering forces on the east ilank of the
Corpes reported no contact with the c¢nemy, which withdrew far beyonc
the Halaus,

9 hugust

corps Situation

The two divisions continued their advance and attacked Mineral-
nyye Vody and Pyatigorsk.

3¢ Panzer Divisxon. At 0500 the Kuma was crossed -outh of
Kangly, and the German units struck to the south, driving off
the Russian combat ¢roup in the area, Fighting their way through
the defile northeast of Zhelezncvodsk the Germans reached Karras,
wnere weak resistance was overcome.

The other task force (the reinforced 6th Pancer Regiment)
dvenced through Suvorovskaya and by 1530 had reached the area
ix kilometars northwest of Pyatigorsk, The two combat groups
ttacked the city in a combined assault, entering the outskirts
rom the north, and then from the west, Despite stiff resistance,
in house-to-house combat the Germans held most of the ncrthern
part of che city by evening. The bridge across the Podkumok was
tqxen intact,

a
s
a
£

The elements 2f the division which had remained near Nevinno-
myssk uere ordered to move to Pyatigorsk after being relieved by
the 23d Panzer Division.
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23d Panzer Division. The division advanced to the northern
outskirts of Mineralnyye Vody, where it encountered stiff enemy
resistance., Numerous minefields and demolition charges held up
the advance, and the task force was also under flanking fire from
the combat group which had bzen driven east of Kangly by the
3d Panzer Division and was trying to uvithdraw to the east and
southeast.

Beceuse of that, and after interpreting data from air recon-
naissance which indicated thet strong Russian columns were moving
through the Georgievsk area toward tne southeast, the Corps concluded
tnat the retreat was in that direction and that strong deleying
recr guard units would be encountered sround Mineralnyye Vody and
Pyatigorsk and in the mountain terrain north of Zhelesnovodsk,

For this reason Task Force Burmeister was attached to the 3d Panzer
Davision,

The sttack across the Kuma to take Mineralnyye Vody made slow
progress, because the bridge there had beri. destroyed and tanks
could not be used. Arn artillery group scutheast of the city further
delayed progress. Neverthel:ss, by evening moct ci the enemy forces
had reen pushed out to the socuth and southeast, and most »f the
city was in German hands. Small pockeéts nf resistince were still
heolding out.

At 2200 the Corps orcdered that the two cities, Mineralnyye
Vody and Pyatigorsk, should be mopped up the following day.

Russian Forces

Composition of Russian forces:

Pyatigorsk area, to defend the city: 1lith NKVD Division,
with the 18th and 279th Rifle Regiments and 17th Caveliry Regiment

Voroshilovsk Garrison:
15th Cavalry Training Regiment
26th Motorcycle Training Battalion
Officer traininy groups

Near Dmitriyevskoye: (8 August)

75th Rifle Regiment, 31lst Rifle Division
220th Rifle Regimznt, 4th Rifle Division

Near Ipatovo: Thirty seventh Irmy units: (8 August)
one battery, 370th Artillery Regiment, 230th
Rifle Divisiopn
884th Rifle Regiment, 295th Rifle Division
staff of the 347tbh Rifle Division
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Northwest of Vor shilowvsk:

295th Rifle Division
Signal Battalion, Thirty seventh Army

The Panzer Division took 700 POWs.

10 August

Corps Situation

At 1230 the Corps command post arrived at Xursavka. The
Corps intended, within fuel supply limitations, to close in the
Pyatigorsk and Mineralnyye Vody areas the following day. It was
believed that the enemy had withdrawn from the Cherkessk area to
the southeast,

3d Panzer Division. During the night small groups of Russians
attempted rcpeatedly to enter Pyatigorsk from the east, apparently
trying to cross the bridge over the Podkumok and escape to the
south, All these attempts were beaten off, The center of the city
was shelled from the southern bank with rockets, and the bridge
from time to time was under fire from machine guns.

With the dawn, mopping up of Pyatigorsk sterted again.
Defending the city were NKVD trocps, e tank school. and elemenrts of
a wicmen's battalion. The enemy fought with doggedl obstinacy é&nd
in the evening :till held many blocks in the southsrn part of the
city. However, in gcnersl it seemed that the enemv south of the
Pockunok was weak, The German defense line was advancec to the
Maschul. River., (Apparently a small one just east of the city.)

At 0600 the units covering the western flank repelled an
enemy group near Suvorovskaye which was trying to escape to the
e~st, fGrazhdanskoye, northeast of Suvorovskaya, was reported later
in the day to be in Russian hands., Russians also were reported
in the hills northeast of Zheleznovodsk,

23d Panzer Division. By noon, after a 24-hour house-to~house
fight, t“he last enemy resistance in Mineralnyye Vody endec, The
defense line to the east was established on the line between the
city, Railroad Station Rykova, and Karras.

Russian Forces

The 3a Panzer Division took 300 POWs and four guns.

C-30




~~

11l August

Corps Situation

The night passed auietly in the whole Corps area,

The 3d Heavy Mortar Regiment wes sent to Army reserve at
Voroshilovek. The 80th and 90th Bridge Constructaon Detachments
were ettached to the XL Panzer Corps, arriving at 1200 in the area.

Since the units covering the Corps west flank reported no
enemy movement, end the 1lst Mountain Division ceptured Cherkessk
withour much resistance, the Corps estimated that there were no
more significant Russian forces between Cherkessk and Pyatigorsk.
The Corps believed that the enemy would continue to withdraw to
the south and build a new line of defense in the general cree
around Nel'chik and Ordzhonikidze, To prevent preparction of the
defense line there it was considered urgent to advance rapidly
towari Nal'chik. Such an advance viould dcpend upon the availabi’ity
of fuel ¢nd recuire extension of the flanks to the covthnvest and
the eest. At 1720 the Corps acked the Army for instructions.

The Mrmy agreed to the Corps plen at 2100, dependent upon
mopping up in the Corps area. Because there wers no militery roads
leading south from Pyatigorsk irto the Caucasus, the Corps recom-
mended using the paved road from Pyatigersk to JOrdzhonikidze via
Bax:an and Nal'chik as the best .sountain route. To this the
Army agreed.

3d Penzer Division. Fdacing only 1isoloteC enemy resictspce
the division enlsrged the bridgehead across the Powiumok to Leke
Tambuken. Enemy forces retreating to the east were shelled,

In the afternoon it was reported thet there were enemy trocrs
norihwest of Pyatigorsk. They nad heavy vieapons end succeeded in
temporarily cutting the road between Kangly and Pyetigorsk. 2n
acdvance detachment of the 23d Ccnstruction Unit, including six
oificers, was taken by surprise in that arca anu had been missing
since., T+t 14655 the division was ordered to mop up the area the
next day, and the Ccrps reserve (reinforced 2d Battalion, 3d Panzer
Grenadier Regiment) was ordered to assist the division in this
cperation.

23d Panzer Division. After overcoming a cserious fuel shortage
the division was able te move the staff and to organize & weak
combat tssk force. The forward elements of the staff reached
Mineralnyye Vody by noon, and the Burmeister Task Force, which had
peen attached to the 3d Panzer Division, wés réturned to the 23d.
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At 1700 one company of the 128th Panzer Grenadier Regiment and one
battery were sent from Mineralnyye Vody to Lysogorskaya to build

a bridgehead. Before dark the detachment had arrivec cne kilcmeter
northwest of Lysogorskaye.

Russian Forces

Corps units took 65 POWs.

12 August

Corns Situation

Soon after the mopping up operaticn in the are. Thelesnovoask
began it beceme clear that the <nemy was tighting very fiercely
and slowly retreating towerd the east and soutlieasc through tae
ccuntless wooded canyons. The officers wlo iad becn reported
missing the uay before were fcund dead, some of them mutilated.
zhelesnovodsk was cleasred after a long battle. Further advance in
the thick forest was slow. The planned move of the C rps commandc
pust to Zhelesnovodsk had to be pestponed until the following dey.

Air reconnaissance reported haavy movements cof Russian forc
from the area OL Kislovodsk through Malke towcra the south. In
othier greas .re was less movement than the Jay before, with conl
small nnits mov1ng mostly towrrc the ea:t and scuthcast.

m

At 1115 the Army wgave the Corps permissiocn te .dvence toward
Nal'chik if there vas enouah fuel sor the advance vattali
rezcen the toun,

Enenmy avietion was particulerly active in the area of Minerel-
nyye Vouy and Pyctigorsk,

The 104th 7 Regiment with the lst Battalion, §
attached, left the Corps. The lst Battalion, 7tb AA
the 77th Light AA Regim=nt remainew with tiic Corps.

3¢ Panzer Division, Advance units of tnu division moved from
the orea souti. of the Podkumck to the hill southeast of Lake
Tembukan without encountering Russian troops_

Mopping up of the wooded hills sout: ¥ Zhesesnovodsk was

still continuing. According to a prison .1@ Russi-n regient,
afver stiff rightingy, had retreated to the .ills t=v*+-er south,
over very difficult terrain,

At 1730 the division was orcered to send advance elisments,
including artillery, toward Malka, tO support the 23d Pancer Division
in its advance t¢ Bsksanenok.
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236 Panzer Division. The bridgehead at Lysogorskaya was

estabplished without enemy resicstance, end held without difficulty.
Reconnaissance reported that the enemy “wid left Nezlcbnaya after
noon, and that there were apparently s«'rong Russian forces near
Georgiyevsk.

The Corps ordeved the division to send its pursuit task force
the iollowing day to take Baksanenok,

Russian Forces

A women's aircraft warning battalion, abou:. 130 women, half
or them armed with rifles and bayonets, tool: part in the combet
n25r Pyatigorsk. lnits identified in that area w=2re: 1l4th Cavalry
egiment; 29th Cavalry Regiment, probably of the 4th Cavalry Divi-
sion from Ordzhonikidse; 12th Motorcycle Battslion from Cherkessk;
76th liarine Rifle Regiment from Rostov; 778th Rifle Regiment; 20tn
Si~nel Bettaiion; 279th NKVD Regiment of the 1llth NKVD Division,

Also identified:

Mear Georgiyevsk: 1CS5ch Motorcycle Battelion, 125th
Rifle Training Regiment

Near Voroshilovsk: one motorized training regiment;
201st Training Kegiment

After losing Voroshilovsk “he Russians retreated towerd the
east 2nd northeast, While most of the units viecre withar:swing behind
the Terek River, element: of the 1lth NXVD Division (motorizecl)
sere deplovad as a rear guard and fought fiercely in the Pyatigorsk-
Minzralnyye Vody sector, After house-to-house fich:os the Russians
were forced to leave both towns and we.2 unable to prevent the
establishment of a bridgenead on the Podkumok.

13 August

Corps Situetion

Zxcept for a few Russian eair attacks there were nc special
cetivities duriny the night. The pursuit task forces ¢f the twd
Cavisions, plus a combat group ¢of the 3u Panzer Division, ~efusied
curiny the night end launched :¢n attack at 0500 froa the Podkumok
oSricgehead towiard the south.

After che Germans took the Malka sector in the afternoon,
Russian aireraft switched their main effort to chat area and hit
~oth pursuit task forces with high and low level attacks. Thz Corps
vrgently recuested fighter protection.

C-33




The surprisingly stiff resistance that had been encountered
in the area of Zhelesnovodsk and in Pyatigorvsk on 11 August
was explained by a reliable POW, who reported that Marshal Budenny
vias personally organizing the defenses of both places, The prisoner
further reported that he saw Marshal Budenny wounded during an air
raid on Georgiyevsk and that he had been evacuated,

Depending on tha fuel supply, the Corps intended to continue

its advance t»ward Nal'chik. According to the latest report the situ-

etion would =ase at the earliest the next evening,

3¢ Panzer Division. The pursuit task force very quickly reached
the area three kilometers northwest of Mutka, where it encountered
stiff Russian resistance., The Russians there had built strong
cefense positions. They had many antitank and antiaircraft guns
and controlled ¢ wide stretch of the northern bank of the river.
Heavy ertillery and mortar fire also held up the advance, and
reconnaissance established thet all of the existing bridges had
been destroyed. Further advance was impossible,

Mopping up of the woodlands south of Zhelesnovodsk was prog-
rezsing slowly because of a shortage of infantr'. However, the
area around the town vias clear of Russiens and the Corps command
post moved there at 0700. Mopping up of nearby forest areas
made only slight progrcss. In order to destriy the enemy and
finish up the operation, the Corps ordered the 524 Engineer Battalion
to teke over the mopping up operations the next day.

West of Pyatigorsk, Yessentuki was taken without a fight.
Recorinaissance established that Kislovodsk was clear of Russians.
Russian columns retreating from there to the south were shelled
by artillery fire,

233 Panzer Division. After a short fight with straggler units
one kilometer north of Mar'inskaya, the pursuit task force entered
the towin and cleared it of a few troops by 0945. In Xuba and on
the hills on both sides of it, the enemy had about seven heavy
cuns, The German troops capturad them, crossed successfully over
the destroyed bridge, and pushed into the town, taking it at
1903 after heavy fighting. With the arrival of motor transport
equipment the recorstruction of the bridge was started. The division
vias ordered to continue its advance toward Baksanenok,

Russian Forces

According to a deserter the 4th Parachute Training Brigade
was stationed ir. Ordzhonikidse,

Ls of 1535 elements of the 278th Rifle Regiment of the 1llth
NKVD Division vere still on the eastern slopes of the Beshtau
Mountzin,  Remnants of the 243 Battalion of that regiment, including
the regimentel and divisior commanders, were in the woods between
Beshtau and Zhelesnovodsk.,
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According to a deserter from the 980th Rifle Regiment; 275th
Rifle Division, the regiment on 10 August was in the Alexandrovskoye
area. It had only 18 men.

14 Auggst

Corps Situation

Enemy air raids during the night, especially heavy around
Mineralnyye Vody and the Malka sector, inflicted some casualties.

At C200 the Army ordered the Corps to mop up the area around
Voroshilovsk, where enemy streggler units were reported, Execution
of this order would tie up some elements of the 23d Panzer Division
for quite a long time, These elements, which had been immobile
because of a shortage of fuel in Voroshilovsk, were urgently
needed in other areas, For this reason the Corps recuested that
the : rmy order another unit to mop up the region,

The 2d Rumanian Mountain Division was to be attached to the
Panzer Corps on.l6 August, after it nad reached Nevinnomyssk.

The II1 Panzer Corps was concentrating its forces west of
the Kuban and would move out on 16 August on the left of the XL
Panzer Corps. Advancing through Voroshilovsk its advance force
would veach the area of Sablinskoye, 30 kilometers north of
Mineralnyye Vody, on 17 August.

Late in the evening the chief of staff of the First Panzer
Army gave the Corps a free hand in regard to the further advance
of the divisions towara Ordzhonikidze,

3d Panzer Division., The advance force of the division remained
northwest of Malka, unable to cross the river, There it was
subjected t¢ numerous air attacks, some of them by groups of
25 low~flying planes,

The combat reconnaissance unit of the 3d Panzer Division,
which was preparing & mopping up operation in the area c¢f Beshtau,
south of Zhelszsnovodsk, reported that it would make a concentrated
assault on enemy strongpoints in the forest on 15 August.

23d Panzer Division. At 0650 the pursuit task force launched
an advance toward Baksanenok from the bridgehead at Kuba. The
enemy attacked the bridge site with rockets from the hills to the
southwest, but nevertheless the bridge was ready for use at 0900.
Cnemy resistance proved lighter than it had been the day before,
and Konstantinovskoye was taken at 0900, After the bridge there
was repaired the advance force moved on and took Raksanenok at 110G,
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Other units of the 23d Panzer Division entered Georgiyevsk
in the morning, finding it clear oi the enemy. They captured a
considerable amount of booty, including 20 heavy guns.

In view of the fact that there was no enemy activity near
Baksanenok at 1430, the Corps decided to continue the advance toward
Nal'chik and deny the Russians the night for building defense
positions around the city. The division was ordered at 1520 to
launch an attack immediately. If those elements which had taken
Baksanenok were unable to continue the advance, the division should
organize another combat group, which should start to advance as
soon as possible in the afternoon.

Russian Forces

On the western edge of Georgiyevsk a gun depot was taken,
Captured were 20 152mm guns, 110 limbers, numerous antiaircraft
and entitsnk guns (50mm and 88mm), some of them German. Many
viere in good condition.

15 August

Corps Situation

During the night enemy aviation was active agcin over the
Malks sector and around Baksarenok. Otherwise the night was ajuiet,

Air reconnaissance reported only small movements in front of
the southern sector of the Corps. On tha Georgian Militavry Higaway,
running south from Ordzhonikidze, 1,100 vehicles were observed
moving from north to south. The bulk of the enemy forces
continued to withdraw to the south under the protection of strong
resr guards, making the main effort along the highway Pyatigorsk-
Nal'chik.

The 2d Rumenian Mounted Division reported in the evening that
it had entered Barsukovskaya and would continue to Nevinnomyssk
the next day. To expedite and organize the arriving troops the
Corps shifted the 128th Artillery Command to Nevinnomyssk to act
as liaison staff.

In the afternoon the Corps ordered the divisions to organize
detachments for combat in high mourtains, The immediate Corps
objective was the capture ol passes nesr Salugardan (Rlagir?)
and Crdzhonikidze, while protecting the flank along the Terek and
denying the area to the enemy advancing from the north,
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3d Panzer Division, Reconnaissance patrois across the river
establiched that the enemy had withdrawn from Malka under cover of
darkness. The Germans occupied the town and started constructing
a bridge.

The mopping up in the mountain area north of Pyatigorsk was
nearly completed. The enemy broke up into small groups that could
be considered stragglers. Some materiel and 80 prisoners were
teken, '

23d Panzer Division. The start of the advance of the advance
force of the 23d Panzer Divisior from Baksanenok was delayed by
lack of fuel. In addition, enemy air attacks, beginning at dawn,
hannered all movements. Although the advance force started out at
0%15, it could not find a usable crossing of the river south of
Baksanenok, High water had flooded the terrain, Clombat patrols
managed to cross without vehicles and, after a very heavy fight,
took Kishpek at 1545, Because the bridge site there was flooded,
further advance on that road had to be given up, Waves of 25 to
40 Russian planes attacked near Baksanenok, The Gerran Luftwaffe
had a fighter group based in Mineralnyye ‘’ody, but berause of a
shortege of fuel very few planes couid be used, The Corps orderec
the division to proceed on foot toward Nal'chik if the enemy air
attacks let up the next day.

At 0400 another combat group »f the division was moved up
from Lysogorskaya to the Malka sactor. Reserve elements or the
division, specificall:’ the reinforced 126th Panzer Srenadier
Regiment, had been on the march from Voroshilovsk since morning.
When the Corps received a report that one to two enemy companies
with antitank artillery and machine guns were northeast of Vorov-
skoleskava,the 126th was ordered to reconnoiter that area. The
regiment reported at 1555 that there wviere no enemy troops there,

16 August

Corps Situation

Except for a few air raids there were no special developments
during the night,

To clear all misunderstanding between the divisions, the Corps
at 1340 ordered that the 3d Panzer Division should continue to
advance on the main highway until it took Nal'chik., The 23d Panzer
Division should cover the east flank on the line east of Nal'chik-
Kubsz,

At 2100 the Corps reported its intentions to the Army, i.e.,
to seize the Georgian and Ossetian Military Highways. The Army
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attached to the Corps an advisory group for mountain combat,
incluaing mountain artillery, mountain engineers, a mountain signal
unit, and a mountain rifle battalion., It also reported that
Tshetshen and Dagestani platoons would be attached to the Corps.

A truck column was also attached by the Army to move one bhattalion
(presumably the Rumanians) from Nevinnomyssk. The 906th Assault
Boat Battalion was attached to the Corps, and the Corps allocated
it to the 515th Engineer Regiment.

At 0800 the forward elements of the 2d Rumanian Mountain
Division entered Nevinnomyssk, and the division was formally attached
to the Corps. It would be brought forward by trein and trucks
via Kursava-Pyaticorsk-Malka, The first battalion to be combat
resdy viould be attached to the 23d Fanzer Division and brought up
througi Mineralnyye Vody to Kuba.

3G Panzer Division, The bridge over the Malka was repaired
by 09C0, and the division sent out its forward detachment at 1030.
At 1230 it had reached Baksan. Reconnaissance indicated that the
enemy could see every approach to the river from the north from
its fortified positions on the southern bank. Units approaching
the river were being struck by heavy artillery fire, Recornaissance
by the 3d Panzer Division reported also that Kysburun on the north
bank of the Beksan was still in enemy hands,

23d Panzer Division., The advance force (128th Panzer Grenadier
Regiment) withdrew from Kishpek during the night, leaving covering
patrols on the northern edge of the town. High water on the
Baksen near Kishpek made the establishment of a bridgehead next tc
impossible, The 128th advanced toward Baksan to seize the bridge
there, intact if possible. In Baksan the Germens encountered only
weak Russian forces, and the town was taken at 112C. The bridge
acrouss the Baksan had been destroyed, and it soon became clear
that crossing the river would be just as difficult there as near
Baksanenok. In addition the southern bank was strongly defendecd
by the enemy. The elements of the 23d Panzer Division returned
to Baksanenok.

The second combat group (reinforced 2d Battalion, 201st Panzer
Regiment), which was south of Xuba, was to be sent to the bridge
over the Terek near Mayskiy. A strong reconnaissance group advanced,
vitrhout making contact with the enemy, through Karagach to the
bridge southeast of the town, which the Germans_started to repair.
Enemy air attocks concentrated on this group. By 1600 the recon-
naissance group reached Novo Poltavskoyc (8km south of Prokhladnyy).
On the southern bank of the Chegem River, Ru:sian forces were t:eak.
The bridge had been destroyed, and everything was flooded.

At Kishpek the division elements failed to seize an improvised
dem before the Russians blew it up. Kishpekwas again in Russian
nands,
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Russian Forces

Units identified in the Prokhladnyy area were:
291st Rifle Reyiment, 63d Rifle Division, Forty-fourth Army
190th Cavalry Regiment, 72d Cavalry Division
372d and 862d Training Battalion, 24th Replacement Division

Remnants of the following units were reported near Baksanenok
at 1640:

410th Rifle Regiment, 102d Rifle Division
78th Rifle Regiment, 74th Rifle Division

According to POWs the scattered elements of the Ninth and
Thirty-seventh Armies were ordered to assemble in Nal'chik.

One hundred POWs were taken. One plane was destroved on
the ground.

17 August

Corps Situation

During the night the Russian grourd iorces on the south bank
of the Bcksan were jnactive, On the other hand, air forces were
very active.

At 0905 air reconnaissance reported a long enemy column (450
vehicles} on the move from Nal'chik to the east. In the city and
on the road toward Baksan traffic was light,

The Corps command post moved to Mer'inskaya during the morning.

The 1st Battalion, 99th Mountain Rifle Regiment, from the
XLIX Mountain Corps, reinforced with one battalion of the 79th
Mountain Artillery Regiment, was tc reach Nevinnomyssk in the
cvening and report to the XL Panzer Corps.

Movement of the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division was proceeding
smoothly. The battalion which was assigned to the 23d Panzer
Division was to be at Railroad Station Nagutskaya in the after-
noon of 18 Bugust. The lst Battalion, 99th Mountain Rifle Regiment,
assigned to the 3d Penzer Division, would reach Railroad Station
Nagutskayo on the 19th,

The Ccrps considered it very important to take Nal'chik as soon
¢ possible and not to permit the enemy to build a new line of
defense around it. The Russians appeared to have only strong rear
guard elements on the Baksan, holding the road to Nal'chik, The
crossing near Baksan must be taken. To support the operation,
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the 23d Panzer Division was ordered to advance to Novoivanovka,

and then turn southwest to take Nal'chik, Exploiting the advance

of the 23d Division the 3d Panzer Division on the 19th should launch :n
attack, The lst Battalion, 99th Mountain Rifle Regiment, and the
Rumanian battalion, attached to the 3d Panzer Division, should

attack west of Baksan to open the crossing from the rear.

3J Panzer Division. At 0630 the division command post arrived
in Malka. Reconnaissance reported that during the night the enemy
had evacuated the village of Kysburun. South of the Baksan the
enemy had installed field fortifications, Air raids were continuing
to make it difficult to reconnoiter the crossing. The water was
so high, because of melting glaciers and blown up dams, that in
some places the streams were 25C meters wide,

23¢ Panzer Division, Although the Chegem was also flooded,
reconnaissance patrols crossed the river south of Novo Poltawvskoye
in the morning, The whole group was ordered at 1345 to cross and
advance toward Mayskiy to seize the bridge over the Terek River.
Thereafter the Corps intended that the division advance toward the
south on either the east or the west bank of the river, The Reccn-
naissance Group put 1) companies of the motorcycle battalion across
the Chegem by 1900. There were only patrols of the enemy in che
area. The south bank of the river was marshy snd flooded, making
crossing difficult. The Corps Chief of Engineers reported at 2200
thet in his view it would be possible to construct a bridge south
of Novo Poltavskoye, It was also technically possible to build
one near Baksan.

In the afternoon harassing artillery fire was rep-rted on
Karegach from the direction of Soldatskaya. According to a POW
there was an armcred train there. Corps resecrve was ordered to
find out about it.

Russian Forces

Remnants of the 410th and 519th Rifle Regiments in the Kuba
area werez ordered to assemtle ir. the Nal'chik area.

Remnants of the 220th Rifle Regiment oif the 4th Rifle Division,
tne 71lst NXKVD Regiment, and the 333d Antiaircraft Battalion near
Mineralnyye Vody were ordered to withdraw toward Grosnyy.

Remnants of the 218th Artillery Regiment, 176th Rifle Division,
viere near Mikoyan-Shaha.
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18 August

Corps Situation

The 1l4th Close Air Reconnaissance Group reported that it had
no combat ready planes, Consequently the Corps requested at 1040
that the Army send its air reconnaissance to reconnoiter the bridges
over the Terek near Mayskiy, Terek and El'Khotovo. If the bridges
were already destroyed the advance of the units of the 23d Panzer
Division on the east side of the river would not pay.

At 1045 the Corps asked the Irmy to attach a bridge construction
bettalion and two more bridge trains to the Corps.

The Corps intended the next day that the 23d Panzer Division
should advance toward the south, Th2 3d Panzer Division should be
readv to advance near Baksan, but whether the advance would be made
near Baksan or through Nuvo Poltavskoyewo 1ld be dependent on the
situation in front of the 23a.

Late in the evening, two batteries of the lst Heavy Mortar
Regimen: were attached to the Corps. Because of the shortage of
fuel, however, the 2d Battalion of the 52d Mortar Regiment was to
remain pehind, The Army was immobilizing the III Panzer Corps anc
sending alil incoming fuel to the XL Panzer Corps. The Corps was
ordered to share with the III Panzer Corps its mission of seizing
the Georgian Military Highway and the oil rich region of Groznyy.

The followanc units were attached to the Corps: 627th Enginecr
Battzlion, lst Company, 4C6th, anu 2d Company, #413th Bridge Trains;
53th and 2d Company cf Task Force Bergmenn,

32 Panzer Division. Because elements of the engineer battalion
of the 23¢ Panzer Divisiun could not arrive because of the shortage
of fuel, the 3d Panzer Division was ordered to send one company O
ti'e 52d Engineer Battalion to the Chegem crossing.

In the afternoon enemy artillery fired rockets on Baksan.

23¢ Panzer Division. At dawn the Russians at Novoivanovka
started to fire on the crossing of the Chegem with mortars. The
23d Frtillery Observation Battalion was attached to the division
to silence the enemy artillery south of the Baksan, Despite great
¢ifficulties the crossing nea: Novo Poltavskoye continued. At
1300 forward elements had seized the highway Primalkinskiy-Nal'chik,
In front of the bridgehead Russian forces retreated toward the
coutheast.
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The reinforced 128th Panzer Grenadier Regiment was moved from
the Baksanenok area to Novo Poltavskoye, After a fight Novoi-
vanovka was taken, Late in the &fternoon the Russians counter-
attacked the town from the southwest along the highway, supported
by & heavy artillery battery. Fighting continued through the night,
Construction of the bridge across the Chegem proceeded slowly because
of high water and numerous air attacks on the crossing,

The reconnaissance patrol on the north bank of the Malka River
reported weak Russian covering detachments, supported by anti-
aircraf* and antitank guns at Railroad Station Sold: tskaya., 7t
1530 the Corps reserve, which was concentrated at Xura, was crdered
to organize & strong defense on the Malka River ten kilometers aorth-
west of Soldatskaya and recornoiter toward the railroad lire,

At 2000 the reconnaissznce patrol reported that Railroad
Station Apollonskaya was clear of the enemy, Large storage sheds
there and at Railroad Station Soldatskaya were on fire,

Russian Forces

Near Karagach a dJdeserter from the 15th Training Brigsde indicated
that it included the 42d, 46th and 50th Training Regiments,

The 24th Training Brigade (5lst, 54th, 52d, and 372d Training
Regiments) left Prokhladnyy.

Corps units took 120 POUs,
The £75th Rifle Regiment, probably of the 24th Rifle Division,

was stetioned near Novoivanovka to prevent a crossing of the river.
It was identified as belonging to the 2d Guard Rifle Division.

19 August

Corps Situation

After a confevence with the Corps Chief of Engineers and the
division commanders, the Corps Commander was convinced that advance
across the streams west cf the Terek would be a very slow operation,
Because of the destruction of many dams, and the melting of glaciers,
tie level of water in the streams was so high that serious diffi-
culties could be expected in the construction of bridges. This
situation was reported to the I'mmy at 0735 with the request that the
adavarice pe transferred to Prokhladnyy and the area to the east.

The ccmmander of the 1l4th Close Rir Reconnaissance Group was ordered
to investigate the condition of the bridges between Prokhladnyy and
Novo Georgievsk (near Mozdok), and the enemy situation ir this

pert of the Terek. .
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At 0730 the Westhoven Tack Force (elements of the 3d Panzer
Division), still in Pyatigorsk, was ordered to be prepared tv march
toward Prokhladnyy. The von Bodenhsusen Task Force {alements
of the 23d Panzer Division), still in Mineralnyye Vody, received
the same order., It was to establish liaison with the Westhoven
Task Force.

At 0745 the III Panzer Corps informed the XL Panzer Corpe that
the 627th Engineer Battalion, with three bridge train detachments,
wes in Sablinskoye. These units would proceed to Pyatigorsk, and
advanice benind Task Force Westhoven,

Corps reserve (2d Battalion, 3d Panzer Grenadier Ragiment,)
received an order at 0945 to advance through Soldatskaya on the
north bank of the Malka and, in a surprise attack, seize the bridge
over the Terek near Prokhladnyy.

Tesk Force Wosthoven at 1000 was ordered, with Task Force von
Bodenhausen attached, to be ready to advance at noon, initially to
Apollonskaya. This order was extended at 1200 to an advance on
the line Prokhladnyy-Sovetskaya toward Novo Georgievsk in order to
establish a bridgehead on tne Terek near Mozdok and hold it for
the 3d Panzer Division. The Corps intended to relieve the units
of the 3d Panzer Division deployed near Baksan with the advance
force of the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division, The elements of the
3d Panzer Division would then follow *he Westhoven Task Force.

3d Panzer Division. The combat task force neer Baksan reported
that the Russians were building field fortificetions on the south
bank of the river, On the north bank strong eremy reconnaissance

patrols probed west of Baksan, but by evening were forced to retreat
across the river,

In order to reanforce the Westhoven Task Force as soon as
possible the Corps decided to dissolve the combat group of the 3d
Panzer Division during the nigit. The following units were sent
to the Westhoven Task Force: scaff of the 70th Artillery Regiment,
52d Engineer Battalion, Brandenburg unit, medical company, and
antiaircraft company.

The head column of the Westhoven Task [orce, which left
Pyatigorsk at 1330, reached Apollonskaya at 1600, A heavy storm
which made the roads impassable held up most of the force,
especially the tank trucks. Most of the 2d Battalion, 3d Panzer
Grenadier Regiment, reached Soldatskaya by 1200. Forward Patrols
reached Lagernyy. In the afternoon the battalion sent out recon-
naissance patrols, which reported only sparse contact with the enemy.
Prokhladnyy and Railroad Station Shardanovo were in enemy hands,
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23d Panzer Division. During the night the division reported
that before a reconnaissance detachment could be sent toward the
Terek bridge it would be necessary to reinforce the bridgehead.
R tough enemy force was still holding the eastern part of Novoi-
vanovka. The ferry emberkation point was under machine gun and
avtillery fire. Despite difficulties, however, division elements
crossed the Urvan River, The Russians attacked that bridgehead
several times but were driven off. Elements on the south bank were
not strong enough to form a combat group and advance to the east,
Moreover Novoivanoka had to be evacuated because its defense was
tying up too many troops,

Russian Forces

The 392d and 471st Rifle Regiments of the 73d Rifle Division
were also identified south of Novoivanovka,

The 274th Rifle Regiment of the 1lth NKVD Division was depivyed
as blocking troops in the Mikoyan-Shaha area,

Remnants of the 7th Technical Battalion were near Kuba.
The 1023th Combat Engineer Brigade and perhaps the 27th
Combat Engineer Brigade were near Nal'chik,

20 Auqust

Corps Situation

Rain during the night made the roads muddy and lelayed advance.

Generecl veon Kleist, ccmmander of the First Panzer rmy, arrived
at the Corps command post at 0845 and made it clear thac no special
help with the fuel problems would be forthcoming from the Army.

The Corps should make every eifort to reach the prime objectives
with available resources.

3d Panzer Division. The Westhoven Task Force (3d Rifle Brigade)
éid not leave Apollonskaya until about 0900, because the ifuel
delivery was held up by bad roads. Proceeding rapidly along the
highviay to the east without encountering enemy resistance, by
1145 the task force had reached Sovetskaya., Two dameged bridges
temporarily halted the advance. By 1600 che task force moved on
slowly, progress retarded by the muddy roads and flocded bridge at
Sovetskaya. At 1900 weak ~nemy forces were dispersed at Kurskaya.
Further advance depended on the availability of fuel.
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- Patrols of the 2d Battalion, 3d Panzer Grenadier Division,
i ‘h' deployed near Lagernyy, reported that Prokhladnyy was in enemy hands.
Au armored train in Prokhladnyy repeatedly shelled Lagernyy. An
enemy reconnaissance patrol probing from Prokhladnyy toward Lagernyy
3 was forced to turn back, A German reconniissance patrol reported

: gun sited on the railroad line ctwc kilometers northwest of
Prokhlodnyy. An enemy company &ttacked Lagernyy from the east at
1225 but was driven off, German reconnaissance patrols sent north
frum Lagernyy reached Scvetskaya without encountering any Russians.,

WAL T,

The division requested attachment of more heavy antiaircraft
artillery, because the 4th Battalion, 75th Artillery Regiment, had
only six heavy guns left. The Russian air force had discovered
the movement of the division toward Terek and after noon increasing
: numbers of planes were raiding the roads on which the division was
advancing,

Elements of the duvision which were still near Baksan engaged
isolated Russian reconnaissance patrols near Kysburun, but other-
viiee that sector was ouiet, An advance command post and 1'- Lattalions
and two batteries of the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division resched
Baksan by evening. The bulk of the division was at Pyatigorsk.

The elements of the 3¢ Division near Baksan were to be relieved
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] at 0300 on 22 Mugust. The 2d Battalion, 394th Panzer Grenacier
Regyiment, would thereupon concentrate at Apullonskaye as Corps
reserve,

23 Panzer Division. The bridge across the Chegem was repaired
r by eveniny of the 19th, and in the early morning a combat group
of the division advanced to the Urvan River, where it found that
the bridges wiere destroyed, With other units that had crossed the
negem the group attacked and took Novoivenovka, Enemy units
continued to hold the road to the west, During the dav unz =
succeeded in fording the Urvan. After e fight, by 1730 a bridge-
head had been established, a bridge site hcé been secured near the
ford, and construction of a bridge was started., Strong Russian
iorces, supported by artillery, attacked Novoivarovka from the
vest, but vere driven off, Russian air attacks nindered work on
the crossings of both rivers. Between 1515 and 1630 alone, over
50 Russian plenes flew over Novo Poltavskoye.

At about 2230 the Russians attacked Novoivanovka from the
southuest, The attack was haltad on the western edge of the town.

Russian Forces

The 24th Training Brigade (5.st, 54th, 62d, and 372¢ Training
Regimente) took up defense positions at the Prokhladnyy troop
training camp, Mbout 1100 men were sent to build fortifications
near Gudermes,
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In the afternoon many waves of Russian planes attacked the
were not ir. the air. The 61lst NKVD Regiment from Tiflis was
assigned to defend the railroad line in the sector. The 119th
NKVD Regiment was being used as a blccking unit,

P prisoner reported that the road between MNovdoivanovka and
Nal'chik was mined,

21 August

Corns Situation

The 2d Company of the Nergmann Battalion, which was attached
to the Corps with the mission of seizing the Georgian and
Ossetinian Military Highways, arrivad in the Corps area &and was
attached to the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division,

Tie III Panzer Corps reported that an advance force of the
anzer Division would reach the area northeast of the 3d Panzer
on on the 22d.
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3¢ Panzer Division. Reconnaissance patrols by 1200 reached
tne area south of Solomenskoye (north of Kurskays) and around
Durtuyev (south or Kurskaya). At dawn Russian planes, probably
from bases in the Mozdok areac, struck the trocps in the Kurskaya
area, Further advance of the divisicn awaited the arrival of
fuel, whizh was being delayed by bed roads.

At 1530 the Corps commander decided that the divisicnh should
turn south and on 23 August attack towsrd Mozdok,

Railroac Station Shardcrove vies taken at 1100.
By 1300 over 100 Russian planes had attacked the division area.

23d Panzer Division. The Russians west of Novoivanovka
centinued Lo pe active, tying up a strong German force, An armored
trein which came from the southwest was forced to witldraw, In
the process of enlarging the Urvan bridgehead the railroacd which
runs between nal'chik and Mayskiy tvias cut, and two fréight trains
vere captured,

By 1045 the bridge over the Urvan was completed and the rein-
forced 2d Battalion, 201st Parzer Regiment, launched an acvance
towerd the bridge over the Terek near Mayskiy. This proved to be
particularly dirfficult., By 1600 the Germans were fighting at The
distant approaches to Terek. The Russians had destroyed the rail-
road and highway bridges over the Cherek river, creating additional

C-46

bridge site in the 23d Panzer Division sector. German fighter planes



T e ki

obstacles in front of the very important bridges at Terek. A small
evman force managed to cross the river, but becaus: of the situation
around Novoivanovke the troops could not be reinforced, Under cover
c. cairkness the force was withdrawn to the Urvan pricagehead. The
bridgehead was subjected to heavy shelling.

The Russians attacked the western outskirts of Novoivanovka
again during the day and infiltrated the edge of the town in some
places,

Because the success of the advance toward Mozdck dependec
greatly on tying up strong Russian forces in the area around Mayskiy,
the Corps cecided that the division should attack toward the east
on 22 August, repair the bridges over the Terek, and build a bridge-
heaa on the east bank.

2d Rumanian Mountain Division. The advance force of the
division siverted to relieve the reinforced 2d Battalion of ths
394th Panzer Grenadier Regiment near Baksan. The rest of the division
vas in the Malka-Baksan area. Although there was some artillery
fire in the area, the Russians on the south benk of the rivex
continued to be inactive. At 1400 the 2d Battalion, 2Sth Mountain
Rifle Regiment, which was temporarily attached, arrived at Pyatigorsk
and vias immedietely sent to Malka.

Russian Forces

Near Novoivenovka were: 851st Rifle Regiment (278th Rifle
Division), 646th Rifle Regiment (152d Rifle Division), 626th,
581st, 683d Rifle Regiments, 151st Rifle Division, These units
ceme from Erivan, where they belonged to the Forty.fifth Army.
They were currently attached to the Forty-fourth. Only forward
elements were near Novoivanovka., The remainder were along the
Terek, between Prokhladnyy and Murtasovo,

‘ine 3d Panzer Division reported that the 8th Guerd Rifle
Division was near Mozdok, most of it on the southern bank, some
elements on the north bank of the river., There were 20 tanks in
Hozdok. (ivilians had been removed from the city, and it was
prepared for defense,

The 24 Battalion, 3d Panzer Gren-.dier Regiment, deployed as
a covering detachment northwest of Prokhladnyy, was assigned to
Corps reserve. The battalion reported increased enemy reconnais-
sance activity and brisk artillery herassing fire.

23d _Panzer Division. At 1300 the reinforced 23d Msocorcycle
Rifle Battalion captured a crossing of the Cherek River north of
the railroad line, but this success could not be immediately exploited.
Strong enemy forces supported by artillery had launched an attack
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on the Urvan bridge site at 1300, and all available elements of the
division were needed to defend the place, Despite the heavy fight
in whuach the 23d Motorcycle Rifle Battalion was ergaged, no rein-
forcements could be sent to it. The battalion's position grew
worse as darkness fell. At 1800 the bridgehead was attacked by
Russian ¢roops supported by several batteries of artillery. After
a long battle the bridgehead was finally abandoned, Evacuation of
the wounded wes extremely difficult because 70% of the stream
crossing equipment had been lost.

At 1915 the Corps ordered the division to halt its advance
toward the south and concentrate all its Zorces on seizing the
crossings of the Terek.

2d Rumanian Mountain Division., By 0045 the division completed
the relief of the 3d Panzer Division units and started to close in
for the forthcoming attack on the 23d, The enemy was largely inactive.
It was ascertained that Zayukovo and Kysburun, on the northern bank
of the river, were in Russian hands,

The advance task force of the lst Mountain Division was deployed
on the right wing of the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division, ready to
advence along the highway Baksan-Elbrus, exploiting the crossing of
the river by the Rumanians. In this way the task force would assist
the rest of the lst Mountain Division, which was engaged in heavy
combat Ior the Elbrus region.

To reinforce the weak Rumanien artillery, and to facilitate
the crossiny o7 the difficult Baksan sector, the Ccrpns requested
thet for a short time the Army ottach a bhattery of the
524 Mortar Regiment which wss still in Py-tigorsk, Beccause
ol cne fuel shortage, however, the battery cculd not be
uced to support the attack in vhe morning ¢: 23 August,

Russian Forces

South of Prokhladnyy and scuth of the river the 151st Rifle
Division was defending a 40U kilometer wide sector, One antiaircraft
battery and two howitzer batteries were near the bridge at Prokhladnyy.

The 8th Guard Rifle Division and elemencs of another division
weres near Mozdok.

Russkiy was occupied by Russian infantry with antitenk guns,
Twe infantry coumpanies were along the Lenin Canal.

Three Germen planes were shot down at 1445,

Southwest of Novoivanovka the 884th Rifle Regiment (295th
Rifle Division) was identified,
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A Russian landing field was discovered east of Prokhladnyy ¢nd
(; north of Yekaterinovskaya.

The Russians, taking advantage of the terrain and the pause
in the German advance resulting from the shortage of fuel, stopped
“he retreat on the Terek. They brought up new units -- two or
three divisions, including artillery, tanks, and rocket launchers --
andwerc fiercely defending the line Nal'chik~Prokhladnyy-Mozdok.

The Russians counterattacked the bridgehead near Zhelyansu
(east of Kishpek),

23 August

Corps Situation

Ixcept for the 23d Peuzer Division sector, where Russian
plares attacked repeatec(.y, and Russian artillery shelled the Urvan
bridgeheed, the Corps a-es was quiet during the night,

The 8th Technical Bottalion (mctorized) was to be attached
to the Corps. The 795th Turkcmanian Battalion would be attached
to the lst Batvelion, 92th Mountain Rifle Regiment, The 4th

: Parachute Compeny of the Brandenburg Training Regiment (800th)
‘3{}~ v echeduled to arrive at Mineralnyye Vody on the 24th or 25th
] for Corps use,

The LII Corps was ordered to turn and advance to the Terek
river 100 kilometers east of Mozdok.

3d Panzer Division, Covering detachments nesr Soldatskayve
and Lagernyy again reported brisk enemy reconnaissance activities
originating from Prokihladnyy, as well &s light artiliery and
mortar fire,

Shipment of fuel was delayed by bad roads.

Although hampered by waves of bombers, which struck the
assemb. » areas and inflicted many casualties, the eastern task
force vias ready to attack by 1000. It achieved surprise and seized
the bridge over the Lenin Canal near Grafskiy as well as the town
itself, scattering the enemy defenders. Advancing to the railroad
line near Veselevskoye (near Mozdok), the combat group blew it
up. One armored train was shelled and torced to wiihdraw to the
west, The second advance task force by 1400 had forcad the Russians
out of Russkiy and teken the canal (rossing there intac:, This group
advanced to the railroad line near Railroad Station Novo Georgive-
vsk (west of Mozdok), There it destroyed two armored trains.
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Despite stiff enemy resistance and minefields the group advanced
with the other group to the outskirts of Novo Georgiyevsk and
Mozdok, The bridge over the Terek had been blown up by the enemy.

During the day antiaircraft units attached to the division
completely exhausted their ammunition, defending the area against
Russian bombers and low flying attacks by groups of up to 30 planes.

23d Panzer Division, Despit2 -~vious Russian counterattacks
from the southwest against the Urvan bridgehead, the division's
eastern combat group advanced toward the Cherek River, The Rusgians
were found to be occupying the commanding heights on the east bank,
and they shelled every approach to the river, Continuation of the
advance to the Terek near Mayskiy was halted because of poor prospects.
Only weak forces were available to undertake it, because of the
necessity of defending the Urvan and Chegem bridgeheads from the
viest, In addition, the Russians were taking advantage of the
navural defenses of the Cherek River and making it a considerable
obstacle,

The division was ordered to continue to simulace an advance
against the bridges at Mayskiy. After it was refueled the Corps
intention was that the 23d, leaving a reinforced panzer grenadier
regiment &s a covering detachment, should pull up behind the 3d
Panzer Division.

2d Rumanian Mountain Division. At 0500 the division launched
an atrtack across the river bhetween Baksan and Baksanenok, using
one group, Despite stiff enemy resistence it captured a small
bridgehead., The main assault group on the north benk attacked
through Kysburun to Zayukovo and had taken both places bv 0800.
The Russisns retreated southward scross the Baksan, By the end of
the decy the bridgehead had been enlarged only @ little. The
Russians held Kysburun end Kishpek, flanking the crossing site.
A Rumanian attack against Kishpek was turned back. The Rucsians
still held the south bank of the river.

Russian Forces

The command post of the Thirty-seventh Army was located in
Nal'chik., The command post of the 295th Rifle Division was located
in Chernorechenkoye., The command post of the 151st Rifle Division
vias in a pig breeding station six kilometers northwest of Novo
Ostinovskaya,

The 295th Rifle Division and the blocking battalion of the
1itn NKVD Division (motorized) assigned to the defense of the
Baksan River between Kysburun and Mayskiy were composed of the
followiing units:
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884tn Rifle Regiment, 295th Rifle Division - 300 men
with heavy machine guns

683d Rifle Regiment, 151st Rifle Division -~ full strength

Cavalry school from Novo Cherkessk (three battalions of
three compenies)

one battalion of the 875th Rifle Regiment, 2d Guard Rifle
Division training battalion of the 153d Rifle Division

4th Artillery Regiment (three battalions of three batteries,
each with two guns)

During the day enemy bombers in groups of 8-10 planes dropped
heavy bombs at Novo Poltavskoye and the bridgehead,

Postscript

On 24 August the 2d Rumanian Mountain Division was driven
back, It subsecuently retook the area and built a »ridgehead at
Zarukhova,

Prokhladnyy was taken and so was Mozdok, but the enemy
resistance in Mozdok was strong, Even when the Germans succeeded
in wresting the city from its Russian defenders strong Russian
units still held the south bank >f the river.

Russian Situation Summary, 25 August 1942%

After losing Pyatigorsk and Mineralnyye Vody, on 9-10 August,
the Russians had taken advantage of the pause in the German advance
resulting from the shortage of fuel and organized their defenses
along the line Gundelen-Baksan-Maiskiy-Prokhladnyy,and east along
the bank of the Terek River. By bringing up new units and reor-
ganizing the battered ones, the Russians succeeded in establishing
strong defenses which exploited the natural defensive value of the
mountain foothills and the broad swift-running rivers. They had
four or five more divisions than the Germans had previously estimated,
providing them with a substantial force strength advantage, and with
air superiority and favorable terrain their situation was extremely
strong.

The defenses on the Tereik had as their main objective the
protection of the oil-rich regions of Grosnyy and Baku.

The units which German intelligence now thought to be available
to the Russians were:

* From XL Panzer Corps, Review of the Situation of the Enemy,
25 August 1942,
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In the Gundelen-Baksan-Maiskiy-Prokhladnyy sector:
Thirty-seventh Army (command post in Nal'chik)

2d Guards Rifle Division

295th Rifle Division

151st Rifle Division

parts of the 1lth NKVD Division

In the Mozdok bridgehead and to the east:

Ninth Army (Ordzhonikidze command post)
4th Pgrachute Brigade (later changed to 8th)
10th gifle Brigade (motorized)
elements of a rifle division from Iran
Artillery School from Voronzevo

In the Makash-Kala-Baku area:

Forty-fourth Army
three rifle divisions and two rifle brigades,

Facing the XL Corps on or about 23-25 August were the following
forces:

Nal'chik - Novoivanovka:

Units of the Thirty-seventh Army which retreated from
the Don, assembled for reorganization:

23 Guard Rifle Division

Identified on 3 August near Novyy Ye'gorlyk, on 18
August near Novojvanovka, on 23 August near Zayukovo

74ch Rifle Division

First identified near Rubashkin on 31 July. On 2
August confirmed southeast of Salsk. 78th Rifle Regiment on
16 August was near Baksanenok; the 109th was west of Novoivanovka
on 24 August, having been replenished in Nal'chik on 15 August.

1024 Rifle Division
Composed of 16-18 year-olds from Proletarskaya. On
16 August identified near Mineralnyye Vody. 410th Rifle Regiment

fought near Baksanenok on 16 August. Mortar Battalion was west of
Novoivanovka on 24 August.
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295th Rifle Division

o

First identified on 2 August near Sandata, Confirmed
on § Auguct near Ipatovo, 885th Rifle Regiment west of Ivanovskoye

on 22 August and 884th on the 23d, 884th Rifle Regiment still had
300 men and many machine guns,

ALG T
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4th Guard Artillery Regiment

South of Novoivanovka on 23 Rugust. Regiment had three
battalions c¢f three batteries each, two 152mm guns per battery.

Cavalry School from Novo Cherkessk

3 battalions of three companies each. Took part in
tne defense of Pyatigorsk.

1lth NKVD Division

Deployed as blocking troops near Pyatigorsk and in
the Mikoyan-Shaha area. Some units supposedly in Prokhilednyy,

30th NKVD Battalion

TR T Al ST g I o PR o WP T

Identified on 20 August near Novoivencvka, Tvo
companies, 360 men without heavy veapons.

151st Rifle Division
Identified on 21 August near Novoivanovka. Most of
the division was west of the Terek, some on the east bank., Its
cefense was a little south of Pavlodoclyskaya.

8th Rifle Brigade

Formerly the 4th Parachute Brigade. Identified on
25 August near Mozdok.

10th Rifle Brigade

Identified on 24 August east of Mozdok,
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German Order of Battle

XL Panzer Corps

3d Panzer Division

3d Panzer Grenadier Regiment

July 1942

394th Panzer Grenadier Regiment

6th Panzer Regiment
3d Motorcycle Battalion

75th Armored Artillery Regiment

670th Antitank Battalion

23d Panger Division

126th Panzer Grenadier Regiment
128th Panzer Grenadier Regiment

201st Panzer Regiment
23¢ Motoreyecle Battalion

128th Armored Artillery Regiment

2d Rumanian Mountain Division (mid-Rugust)

4th Mountain Regiment
5th Mountain Regiment
7th Mountain Regiment

Russian Orcer of Battle

1-2 RAugust 1942

Thirty-seventh Army

102d Rifle Division
467th Rifle Regiment
230th Rifle Division
986th Rifle Regiment
988th Rifle Regiment
156th Rifle Division
361st Rifle Regiment
417th Rifle Regiment
53Cth Rifle Regiment
24th Engineer Battalion

275th Rifle Division
980th Rifle Regiment
982d Rifle Regiment
184th Rifle Regiment
607th Artillery Regiment
Training Battalion

(First identified 28 July near
Budennovskaya)
(Identified 1 August near Sandata)

(First identified 26 July near Zadono-
Kagalfnitziy. BAll regts. and engr.
bn. near Novyy Ye'gorlyk on 2 Aug.)

(Near Dolgiy on 27 July)
(Near Komarovskiy 27 July)

(Near Budennovskaya on 28 July)
(Near Sandata on 1 August)
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295th Rifle Division
885th Rifle Regiment
8834 Rifle Regiment
884th Rifle Regiment

1i0th Cavalry Division
292d Cavalry Regiment
273d Cavalry Regiment
311ith Cavalry Regiment

Twelftn Army

4th Rifle Division
39th Rifle Regiment
101st Rifle Regiment
220th Rifle Regiment

74th Rifle Division
78th Rifle Regiment
36Cth Rifle Regiment
109th Rifle Regiment

261st Rifle Division
974th Rifle Regiment

19th Rifle Division
179th Rifle Regiment

Fifty-sixth Army

2d Guard Rifle Division
395th Rifle Regiment
535th Rifle Regiment

347th Rifle Division
1175th Rifle Regiment
1177th Rifle Regiment
1179th Rifle Regiment
907th Artillery Regiment

Fifty-first Army

155 Tank Brigade

(Near Rubashkin on 31 July)
(Both n=2ar Sardata on 1 August)
(Not identified)

(Near Rubashkin on 31 July)

(Yne regiment first identified near
Ye'gorlyk on 7 August)

(Rubashkin area on 31 July)
(Division southeast uf Salsk on 1 Aug.
Near Novyy Ye'gorlyk on 2 August)

(First identified 2 Aug. near Sandata)

(First Identified 2 Aug. near Novyy
Ya'gorlyk)

(Division first identified 2 Aug. near
Novyy Ye®gorlyk. Division was in
56th Army ra2serve and was withdrawn
from Novo Cherkessk to Salsk)

(Near Martynovskoye on 29 July. About
S0 tanks. On 1 Bug. attacked Prole-
tarskaya from the west. Identified
near Novyy Yetgorlyk on 2 Aug. It
aprarently had only four T-70 tanks)
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Ninth Army

176th Rifle Division
404th Rifle Regiment
389th Rifle Regiment
591st Rifle Regiment

(Identified cr 28 July near Mokraya
Yelmuta. 404th southeast of Salsk
on 1 Aug.)

300th Light Artillery Regiment

184th Antitank Battalion

Army Attachment Unknown

73d Rifle Division
413th Rifle Regiment

320th Rifle Division
481st Rifle Regiment

158th Rifle Division
875th Rifle Regiment
4233 Artillery Regiment

41st Brigade (Motorized)

24tr NKVD Regiment

142d Tank Destroyer Battalion

302d Rifle Division
825-h Rifle Regiment
827-h Rifle Regiment
823¢ Rifle Regiment

11th Nk /D Division
275tli NKVD Regiment
276tt NKVD Regiment
278th NKVD Regiment
15th rlavalry Regiment

115th Cavalry Division
297th Cavalesy Regiment
278th Cavalry Regiment
316th Cavalry Regiment
104th Artillery Battalion

135th Tank Brigade

(On 1 Aug.attacked Proletarskaya from
east in cooperation with 155th Tank
Brigade)

(Near Salsk on 1 Aug.)

(Identified on 2 Aug. south of
Proletarskaya)

(Near Novyy Ye'lgorlyk on 2Rug. About
3,060 men in groups of E00. Ordered
to retreat toward Volga-Stalingrad)
(South of the Manych on 1 Aug. Passibly
same as 26th NKVD Regiment first iden-
tified near Novyy Ye'gorlyk on 1 Aug.)

(First identified on 1 Aug south of
the Marych)

(Near Nesmeyanovka 27 July)

(Near Martynovka on 28 July)

(Moskovskiy area 28 July)

(Near Martynovka 30 July)
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Russian Units Facing the XL Corps, Nal'chik-Novoivanovka
25 August 1942

Thirty-seventh Army

2d Guard Rifle Division
395th Rifle Regiment
535th Rifle Regiment

Attached: 875th Rifle Regiment of the 158th Rifle Division

74th Rifle Division
78th Ri.le Regiment
109th Rifle Regiment
360th Rifle Regiment
6th Artillery Regiment
Attached: 110th Combat Engineer Battalion

102d Rifle Division
410th Rifle Regiment
467th Rifle Regiment
519th Rifle Regiment

295th Rifle Division
833d Rifle Regiment
884th Rifle Regiment
835th Rifle Regiment

4th Guard Artillery Regiment

Novo Cherkessk Cavalry School
three battalions

11th NKVD Division
274th NKVD Regiment
278th NKVD Regiment
273th NKVD Regiment
Attached: 30th NKVD Battalion

151st Rifle Division
581st Rifle Regiment
626th Rifle Regiment
583d Rifle Regiment
8th Rifle Brigade

10th Rifle Brigade
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WERTHER, 21 JULY-23 AUGUST 1943

Da*te

Weather

July

Rugust

Hot, dry, sunny

Sunny, very hot

Hot, strong westerly winds

Hot, sultry

Sultry, in the afternoon tuunderstorm

Warm, windy

Pleasant weather, light wind

Nice weather, very hot

Nice weather, easterly wind

Rain at night, during the day a little cooler

Warm, windy

Pleasant weather, windy

Stnny, hot

Stnny, warm

?leasant weather, viarm

Fine, sunny weather, windy _ _

Clesr, strong easterly winds (steppe /prairie/ winds with
a lot of dust)

Hot, dry, strong essterly winds

Pleasant weather, windy

Nice, dry, partly cloudy

Cloudy, dry, light wind

Pleasant, very warm, light wind

Warm, dry, strong winds

Warm, light winds

Very nice, warm, dry

Very nice, but very het

Nice weather, tropical heat

Cloudy, sultry

Overcast, warm

Overcast and suitry in forenoon; thunderstorm with torrential
rein in afternoon

Sultry, intermittently cloudy

Overcast, intermittent rain

Cloudy, intermittent rain in afternoon

Overcast, sultry




GEWMAN XL PANZER CORI3 OFEBATIONAL SUMMARY
21 July=23 August 1942

N .

] Engagenent ‘k““" . Distance Advanced
241 n 3
4 Resorks Posture [ntense Moder~te| Siight |Negligible
Date Designation 1 actor ¥ ppositn 0ppositn]Cppositn J0Oppositio.
. Jul 21 [Nikolayevskaya~ 7 25 Pz Div establishes Pridgetisad at Niko~
( Don River layevskaya; 3d Pz Div bagins to cross HD . 2,0 . ..
~ into bridgehead
22 |Nikclayevskaya= ! 7 3d Pz Div establishes hridgehead at Xon- HD .. . . 8.0 ..
Xonstentinovskays stantinovskaysa; continues crossing at
Nikolaysvskaya
23 |Sa} River-Orlovka 8 3d Pz Div crosses Sal R to establish HD .. .. 4.0 ..
| brigaehesd at Orlovka; 23d Div relieves
| '3d Div «lements at Konstantinovskaya

24 iM<>x~cmov . 8 |Russian countersttek an Sal bridgehead A=-HD .. . . . P
| -repulsed
25 P . iaridgehead consolidation; both divs Hp .. .. .. P
orepare to attack |
| 1
! ., . . !3d Div expsends bridgehusd; 23d adv to HD - .. 7.9 s .
. {Voskhod |
1 , 1
27 'Dolgyr-Pady , 8 ,!3d Div adv S of Sl R; 23d captures Pady Del .. 14,0 .. ..
& approdches Sal at Martynovkas
2} Advance toward 8 «3u Div reaches Budennovskayas; 23d,against; Del .. .. 20,0 ..
‘Manych: River imore recistance reaches Moskovskiy i
i v i
23 Advance towerd 7 Jd Div captures Proletarskave; 23d held up Del . . 5.3 16.0 ..
Manych River ly Sov:ct resistance at Msrtynovke !
i ' .
32 hdvaencs roward ‘ . 3d reaches Manych; 23 approaches Beketnyw' Del | .. .. i 20.0 ..
Manyct Faver 1 ' i |
| %
3} Mon,~! Raver ' 8  '3d crrsses to Manych R &, 23d ipproaches + Del .. .y 8.0 ! .
"Manych S of Donskoy ’
]
Ru. 1 Advance to Kutan R . » '3d adv through Salsk to Sandata; 23d w/d .. P 5.0 i 40.0
crosses Msnych to hovyy Ye'gorlik !
2 Advance to Kutan R : . . .Pursust on parallul roads w/d i . .. .. | 65.0
' |
3 Advance to Kuban R« 9 Pursuit on parallel rox2s. .3d captares w/d | . . L. 4ot
! 'Voroshi ovak ‘ ! !
' ( |
4 RAdvance to Kuban R ‘ . .+ ,Rest & consoladation P I .. - l ee ot | 4
\ { !
S Advance to Xuban R 9 !3d Div redches Xuban at Nevinnomyssk, .. ‘ . . P | 30.0
: 23d patrols to £ i i ' |
! . I
5 - .. |Consclidation & patrolling e (
| !
7. N 1 4 ‘Consoirdetion; 23d reconpoiters Ipatovo, | W/d ' . . ! .. i .. bops
I ;establishes Kalaus R brudgehead at i ! ! !
! Isergeyevka | i !
| | t
2 Advance to X'ms R L Fursuit toward Mineralnyye Vody on ; w/d . .. - ; 5.6
. converging roads ,
[l 1 H
9 ,Pyatigorsn- 9 |3d attacks Pyarigorsk, 23d attarks | Del .o e 1oL, { 20.0
iMineralnyye Voo, Minerilinyye Vody : . s !
i ! ! '
10 |Pyatigorsk=- ° Consolication against stiff sesastance , HD { 3.0 e - !
1Mineralnyye Vody . ] i i
11 EFyatigorsk- . . |Mopping up & purzuir , Wa . | 10,0 .. ! - .
IManeralnyye Vody | i
12 |Pyarigorsk- . . {Mopping, prep to continue inie Caucasuz ! W/d .. .. 8.6 .
Mineralnyye Vody i
13 i Adv into Caucesus Mts | & Puzsuat against intens:fying resistan.e Del .. Lo 22.0 i .
14 |Adv into Caucasus Mt=s| 6 3d Div held up at Halka; 23d 2dv to . Del .. .. 20.0 .. (
Baksanenck !
15 jAdv into Cauycasus Mts| & Lack of fuel, terrain, & enesy 7iv & ground Del . 5.0 . ..
resistance slow adv; 23d ceaches 2Zaksan ¥ i
16 | Baksan-Chegem Rivers H 3d reaches Baksan R .i Baksan, 2% moves Del . .. 25,0 . -
E seeking crossing site
17 [Baksan-Chegem Rivers 6 23¢ adv elements cross Chegrr near bel PN N 3.0 “
Nova Poltavskoye
18 | Baksan-Chegem Rivers H 3d held up by ruver; 23d rxpands 4 2.0 e . .. ..
: bridgehead
19 jTerek River 6 3d still held up; task force prepares HD 1.0 e .. ..
drive toward Mozdok; 23) established Id
i ‘bridgehead over Urvan I
20 !Terek kiver 7 |34 task force makes grod progress; 23d HD 1.0 .. - 35.0
i firvan tridgehead expanied slightly
'
2l | . e e 6 3d task force stoppel by lack of fuel; HD 3.0 .. .. . .
i 23d expands Urvan bridgehead to Cherek R
1
2 , ce 6 |3d st1il held u; b fuel shortace; 23d HD [} N .. ..
establishes nbcoidgeh:ad over Cherek, then
! driven back
23 . ? 2d task force reactes outskirts of Mozdoki HD-Del ! . , 3.0 . 30.0
& Terek R; 23d unalle to sdv; 2d Rumsnian
Div establishes Balsan R hridgehead
Total Distance Advanczd: 639,0 km 10,0 £1.G 168.0 410.0
Average Advance per Day:  18.8 km (34 dsys) 1.8(5,5 [ 7,8(6,5) 14,0(12| 59.6(7
Days Not Advancing: 3 (8.8%) days) days) days) days) C*SS‘
o i SRR B % IR




GERMAN 3D PANZER DIVISION OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
21 July=23 Tugust 1942

| Engagement Pef { Distsnce Advanced
! enders],
Date | Desigiation Factor Remacs "Posture Intense Moderate | Slight liegligitie
| : : Dopcsitn |Opposatn Poposition
ul 21? . [N . Bulk of Div moves from Konstantinovsxaya .. .. 23,0
' to Nikolayevskays, to cross into 23d Div '
tridgehead over Don R
22iNikolayevskaya= : ﬂain body continues crossing at Nikclayev+« HD 2,0 ..
Xonzcrantinovskaya | skayi, elements estab bridge.ead at
|

|
23!8a1 River-
,Orlovka

!
24/ ¥orozov

23 ..
22 Proletarskaya
SOi Mantch River
3L Manych River
L]Adv to Kuban R-ver
2 Adv to Kuban River

3} Adv to Kuban River

4 Adv to Kuban Rivr,

5' Xuban R=N¢ -innomyssk

& . . .

-
. . .

6 Adv tc Kumd Raver
|

9 Pyatigorsk
10 Pyat.gors.

11 Pyatigorsk

12 RN
13' Malka

14 Malka

|

15. Malka

1€ Baksan

17 . e
18, . . .
19 e e
20 e e
21, o v .
!

22, o e e

23:1Mozdok-Terek River

i

Konstantii.ovskays

Llv estallishes bridgehead over Sal R.
at Orlovka;23d Don crossing continues

Russian counterattack betweer 3al § ".n

repulsed; Don crussing continues
!

Bridgehead consolidatio.i

Bridgehead cxpanded, attack preparition

,
Russian counterattack reoulsed, pursu.t

to Dolgyi-Krepyarka

Rdv to Budennovskay=

Rdv continues; Proletarsvays cagpcuced
Manych R reached, patrols to S banh
Rssoult crossing at Manych T
Pursurt o Sancata

Pursumat to Bezopasnoye

Pursuit to VYoroshilovsk

Rest, consclidation § recornaissance
Pursuit to Nevinnomyssk
Consolidatior & patrolling
Lonsolidation & reccanaissance

Pursuit toward Minevalnyye Vody-
fyatigorsk

Capiture of Pyatigorsk

Consolidation ajainst stiff resistance
Mopping up & pursuit

Moppang up & reconnaissance

Pursuit held up by intense resistance
pn Malka 1.

Lead units wait for remainder of Div to

catel up

#43lka occupied, brid~c zonstruction begun

Adv held up 1y resistarce at Baksan P
Pause nd reconnaissance

Pau~e & recon due to fuel saortaye

It'ua:'m bodv prcbes unsuc.zssfully at 3aksan§ . . :
2 task forces prepare to adv SE twd Mozdok :

Baksan area quiet; task force reaches
Kurskaya, short of fuel

fHeld up by lack of fue-
Held up by lack of fuel

Task force reaches outskirts of Muzdok

HD

r-HD

HD
HD

Fk-HD

Del
Del
D2l
HD

W/d
»/d
Ww/d
w/d
W/d
w/d
W/d
W/d
Del
HD

w/d
wW/d

Del~HD

HD

w'd

Del

; Del

w/e

!

L]

40.9

<5.0

£5 0

Total Distance Advanced: 773.0C km

Averaje Advance per Day: 22,7 (34 gavs)

Days Not Advancing: 10.0 (29%)

.0
.5

<

0

633.0
66.6(9.5
¢ ven
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Analysis of Advance Rate of the XL Panzer Corps

The matrix analysis sheet presents in tabular form on a daily
basis the data assembled for this study from World War II records
which appear to have a relatiosn to the rate of advance of the XL
Panzer Corps during the period 21 July-23 August 1942. No research
has been done in Russian sources, and consequently it is not possible
t2 include much information about the Russian strength and perfor-
mance, Information on aicse air support on both sides appears to be
incomplete. Additional search of German records might add to this,
particularly for the Germans.

Other comments on this matrix are:

1. Rates of advance were lowest during the periods of river corssings
and movements in mountainous terrain.

2. FPor much of this period German casualty data is available only
for periods of five to ten days. The daily casualty figures used

in the table, except where specific figures are availatle from other
sources, are averages ior these periods. This makes it sornewhat more
difficult t¢ relate rate of advance and casualty rate; nevertheless
it is possible t7 discern that low casualty rates seem to correspond
ts high advance rates.

3. Since Russian statistics were not available the force retio has
heen estimated, with no attempt to do s9 on a daily basis. Llthough
no rirm conclusicns can therefore be drawn f£»om the comparison, the
fluctuating rates of advance seem to be more directly related to the
intensity of opposition and to natural obstacles than to the compara-
tive size and strength of opposing forces.

Additional Comments on Analysis of Adveanc-
Rate of 3d Panzer Division

1. Since during most of the advance the active elements of the
corps were two armored cdivisions, there is no significant difference
in ewrps rates and divisicn rates, save those caused by avevaging

of the rates of two different units.
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KEY TO ABBRCVIATIONS AND VALUES ANALYSIS MATRICES
General
Pause , .. P Yes . . 4

Unknown . . U  Not Applicable . NB

Roadnet Mobility Factors

Normel Values

Unlimited cross-country movement . . . . 1.0 . .
Good road N2t . . . . 4 4w v e e e e 06.7-0.9 . . 0.8
Fairroadnet . . . .. ... ... .. 0.4-0.6 . . 0.5
Poor road net e ¢ s s e e e e e e 0.1-0.3 . . 0.2
Impassable terrain © ¢ e e 4 e s s e s 0.0
Mission Variables
Unlimited e e e e e e e s e e e s e e e e e 1
Relsted to specific objectives or contingencies . 2
Related to adjscont units advance . . . . . . . 3
Limited by higher authority control . . . . . . 4
L Ly T o

Exceptional Obstacles to Rdvance

R = River F1 = Flooded area FZ = Fortified Zone
Dn = Excepticnally effective demolitiors Ur = Urbsn area
Sa = Ssbkotage by local populace Ds = Desert
Intensity of Opposition to PRdvence
I = Intense M = Moderate S = Slight N = Negligible
Situation on Flanks
L = Left flank units C = Comparable advence F = Faster advance
R = Right flank units S = Slower advance T = Flank threaten:d
Readiness Condition
Fr = Fresh W = Weary
T = Tired E = Exhausted
Posture - Mission
Y/d = Withdrawal HD = Hesty Defense FD = Fortified Defense
Del = Deley PD = Position Defense
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Argentan to Liege, 13 Buqust-12 September 1944
VII Corps

US Situation as of 13 August

By 12 Euoust, the German counterattack against the right wing
of the First US Rrmy at Mortain had been stopped. VII Corps, First
Eray, comnanded by Major General J. Lawton Collins, was prepared to
meke 8 ninety degree turn toward the northeast, to continve the
original movament, and to strilie at tte German flank and r:ar. This
movement was to be a left wheel toward the inter-army boundary between
the 12th and 21st Prmy Groups, and was designed, in conjunction with
converging drives by British and Canadian units from the north, and
the XIX Corps, Third US Army, from the south and southeast (on the
right flank of VII Corps), and V Corps, First Brmy, from the west
(left flenk of VIT Corps), to trap and destroy German units in the
Flers-Fajaise-Rrgentan area. Four divisions were currently assigned
to VII Corps: the 3d Prmored Division, under Meior General Maurice
Rose, was in the vicinity of Mayenne, assembling for the new mission;
the 1lst Infantry Division, commanded by Major General Clarence
Huebner, was consolidating and vigorously patrolling the srea just
east of the Mayenne Rivar; tie 9th Infantry Division, under Major
Geénsral Manton S. Eddy, and the 4th Infantry Livision, commanded by
Major General Raymond O. Barton, were northwest oS Mayenne, assembling
and organizing for the new operation.

German Situation as of 13 Bugust

The converging Pllied drives, especially the breakthrough of the
Third US Rrmy across the Bslleme-Fresns line, threctened the encircle-
ment of the Fifth Panzer and Seventh Frmies of Army Group B. On
11 August Field Marshal Gunther von Xluge, Commender in Chief of the
Western Front, made the decision to begin an crderly withdrawal to
the east. The first step wes to be to use all availzkle mobile units
to clear and secure the thresatened south flank.

Hitler, however, refused to give up the idea of & counterattack
to the Etlantic at Fvranches, in crder to cut the lines of communi-
cations 2f First and Third ?rmies south of Evranches. ZRlthough he
approved Kluge's plan to clear th:s south flank, he insisted that the
Cberbach Group (a8 hastily-createc composite panzer army) be kept
concentrated as far west as possible so that when the south flank was
cleared, the counteratteck toward Pvranches could be renewed. After
the withdrawal cf panzer units from the front to form the Eberbach
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Group, and under pressure from further Rllied penetrations, the
Seventh hrmy front contracted during the nights of 11/12 and 12/13
2ugust to Coquard-St. Sauveur de Chaulieu-Placitre-ridge south of
Lonlay 1'Abbaye~-Domfront.

13 Ruqgust

VII Corps Situation

VII Corps attacked on the morning of the 13th with the 3d Armored
Division on the right, the 1st Infantry Divicion on the left, and
the 9th and 4th Infantry Divisions in reserve., The attacking US units
moved forward quickly against lignt German delaying forces. The lead

e€leicents of the 3d Armored Division advanced over twenty miles to
Ranes.

3d Armored Division. The division struck at 0630, with
+win cclumns of Combat Command E spearheading the attack. Task
Force X attacked on the main axis of advance
(i{ayenne-Pre en Fail-Carrouges-Ranes-Fromentel),
whilz Task Force Y moved out on a more northerly route through
Couptrain. Both task forces were covered by aircraft of the XIX
Tactical Lir Command.

Task Force X enccuntered only light resistance from units of the
German 703th Infantry Division during most of the day. Shortly after
noon, about 1,000 yards north of Ciral, the lead tanks of the task
force ran into elements of the French 2d Prmored DPivision, which was
attacking Carrouges. Task Force X continued its advance on Ranes,
against stiffening resistance. The advance halted just after mid-
night, with forward units just 500 yards southeast of the town.

On parallel roads, Task Force Y bypassed resistance near
Belleville and Couptrain, and moved north to secure and clean out the
Forft de Monaye end seize the plsteau south of Joue du Bois.

In the late afternoon, Combat Command B advanced in two task
forces toward Joue du Bois. Task Force 1 followed Task Force Y to
Couptrsin, where it engaged a8 bypassed German pocket of resistance.
Tssk Force 2 advanced on a more southerly route to the vicinity cof

t. Cyr en Peil,

The 6Uth Infantry Regiment (-3d Battalion), 9th Infantry Division,
wes attachad to the division before nightfall, to protect the southern
¢ 2proaches to Pre en Pail.




1st Infantry Division. With the 18th and 26th Infantry Regiments
abreast, the division attacked northeast and made good prograss
against small Germen delaying decachments.

On the lz=ft, the 18th Regimental Combat Team reached the Domfront-
2lencon Road neer La Chapelle Moche. On the right the 26th Infantry
Rzgiment made excellent progress against little opposition, driving
elements of the 728th Infantry Regiment, 708th Infantry Division out
of Couterne and reaching the vicinity of Mehoudin.

4+h and 9ta Infsntry Divisions. Both divisions were inactive.

German Situation

The US VII Corps advance hit the boundery between the German

aventh Lrmy and the Eberbach Group, along the line Ls Ferte Mace-
Lassay. The left wing of the Seventh Ermy was held by the LVIII
Panzer Corps with units of +he relatively immobile 708th Infentry
Division and the Reconnaissance Battalion of the 9th Panzer Division
in Trront of the VII Corps, along the Domfront-Zlencon Road. During
the der the LVIII Panzer Corps lost contsct with the 708th Infantry
Division, whose elements were scattered in the attempt to delay the
US 1lsc Infantry and 3d Ermored Divisions. The protection of the
southeastern flank of the German Seventh Army restec c¢lmost com-
pletely on the Sth Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion,in the widening
gap in the Ls Ferte Mace area between the LVIII Panzer Corgs and
the Eberbach Group.

The I SS Panzer Divisicn was on the extremec right wing of the
Eberbach Group. Delayed by tuel shortages and an inexperienced
commander, the division was mcving into the Ranes area, where it ceme
under the control of tnhe XLVII Panzer Corps. The division began an
attempt to establish contact with the left wing of the Seventh Lrmy
and to form a front against the penetrations of the US 3d Armored
Division.

14 Ruqust

VII Corps Situatinn

3d Irmored Division. Tirughout the day Task Force X of Combat

-

Command £ held its Ranes position despite intense pressure from
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elements of the I SS Panzer Division., German shelling was heavy
during the afterncon, and communications to the rear were cut during
the day. Task Forze Y, attempting to reestablish communications
with Tssk Force X, fought determined German resistance in moving te
a point midway betw2en Ranes and Joue du Bois. The 3d Battelion,
33¢ Armored R giment, also moving to the assistance of Task Force X,
smeshed a German roaiblock northwest of Carrouges and reached Ranes
in the early evening.

Elsewhere the Division Reserve overwhelmed the bypassed Germans
at Joue du Bois. Combat Command B reached La Motte Fouquet by late
afternoon against moderate but scattered German resistance. By
evening the 60th Infantry Regiment (-3d Bawtalion) began relieving
Poth Combat Command B and the Division Reserve,

1st Infantpy Division., Organized resistance to the division's
advance was limited to a resolute delaying action by the 9th Panzer
R:zconnaissance Battalion, which fought the 1lst Bettalion, 18th
Infantry, all cday, first in La Chapelle Moche and then in Juvigny.
Slsewnere along the division front, movement was contested generally
Ly stragglers and remnants of othar units that were moving across the
division axis of advance as they fled eastward out of the contracting
pocket. The l6th Infantry occupied La Sauvagere and approached La
Ferte Mace, which was taken during the day by the 26tn Infantry.

Sth Infantry Division. The 9th Infantry Division, lccs the
60th Infantry, advanced north in the center of the corps zone to
support the 3d Ermored Division's acdvance. Et 1600 the 39th Infentry
motored from its assembly aree near Javron to Couptrain, where it
dismounted and begen advancing. without opposition, with two battalions
abr-est_ to seize the ridge lire south of St. Fatrice du Desert.
Late in the afternoon the 47th RCT moved in on the right of the 39th
to the commanding ground south ¢f ths stream in the vicinity of
Orgeres la Roche.

4th Infantry Division. The division rem@ined in corps reserve.

Garman Situation

It had become apparent by this time that Hitler's proposed
offensive could not possibly bc undertaken. [ general withdrawal
castward was begun,

I's the LVIII Panzezr Corps withdrcw across the Earenne River, the
2d S8 Panzer Division was pulled out of tne line and sent to the
Ranes-Fromentel sector tc help fill the gap between the Eberbach Group
end the Seventh Army. The remnants of the 9th Panzer Reconnaissance
Battelion and the 708th Infantry Divisicn (only about 100 riflemen)
were ordered to move back and set up a n3w outpost line in the area
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Champsecret-la Coulonche-Lonlat le Tesson. The Seventh Army asked
the Eberbach Group to establish contact with this line, but the
armored reconnaissance unit sent by the 1lst SS Panzer Division for
tiis purpose was able tc advance only to the area north of La Ferte
Mece. The gap was still open.

The Eberbach Group succeeded in establishing its own connected
front during the day, held, right to left, by: 1st SS Panzer Division,
2d Panzer Division, 1l6th Panzer Division, and the Panzer Lehr
Division., These unit: were spread too thinly and were too hard
pressed to be able to mount the planned counterattack to clear the
Frry Group's southern flank. Without reinforcements, in fact, it
was duubtful that these units could prevent penetrations by the
acvancing Americans., The lst SS Panzer Division held in Ranes
ageinst the 3d Frmored Division, but was forced to commit strong
forces to protect its right flank.

15 Pugust

VII Corps Situation

The planned advance of the corps' right flank vias thwarted
juring -hs day by determined panzer units desperately trying to pro-
tzct the escape route to the east. On the left, however, the advance
continued against unorganized opposition from small groups of Germen
infaentry and armor.

3d Prmored Division. At 0730 Task Force X of CCR, followed by
Tesk Force Y, attacked northward on the Ranes-Fromzntel leg of the
almost equilatsral triangle made by the roads comnecting Fromentel,
Rancs, and Ecouche. Thesc roads cut through & wooded area which
éfforded excellent cover for German ambushes., Almost immediately
all attacking units were stopped by neavy fire frem over 30 tanks
of the 9th and 1lst SS Panzer Divisions., However, by evening, CCE and
the Division Reserve had consolidated and organizcd Ranes and were
preparad to rasume the fight the following morning. Combat Commend B
ties also unsuccessful in its efforts to advance through Pringault.

1st Infantry Division. The division advance continued against
scattered resistance from pockets of German troops. On the left the
13th Infantry managed to advance approximately six miles. On the
right the 26th Infantry reached the high ground north of La Ferte
Mece, an advance of about two miies.

gt Infantry Division. The division continued to progress north,
Leve in the day the 39th RCT encountered its first oppesition as it
clcsed on the Le Ferte Mace-Beceuvain-Rsnes highway. To the right,
~ae 47th RCT approiched Becauvain,

4t Infantry Division. The division remained in corps reserve,
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German Situation

During the night 14/15 Rugust, the Seventh Army withdrew to the
2ine running south of Cone~Larchamp-St. Bomer-Les Forges-northeast
of Domfront-Champsecret-La Coulonche-Lonlay le Tesson. 1n the course
of the withdrawal, the 9th SS Panzer Division was pulled out and
crdered to the area north of Rrgentan to join the Eberbach Group.

The Sth Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion was ‘n the Coulonche
arsa, covering the road to Bellou en Houlme., The remnants of the
703th Infantry Division were in the vicinity of Lonlay le Tesson,
covering the road from La Ferte Mace to Briouze.

The 1st SS Panzer Division withdrew from Ranes during the day,
still unable to plug the hole between its right and the left wing
ot the Seventh EFrmy.

The Seventh 2Army continued its withdrawal during the night 15/16
Rugust., Its new positio.. was north of Rubusson-east of Flers-west
fringes of Bois de Messei-northeast of Forét d'Endasine. Two more
panzer divisions, the 10th and 21lst, were pulled out of the line.

he 21<t was to move to Fala.se to reinforce the Eberbach Group,
wiile the 10th was ordered to assemble in the Saires la Verrerie ares.

16 Fugust

Vizi Corps Situation

On the left the 1lst Division reachzd its objectives on the 1ith
Rrry Sroup-21lst BArmy Group boundary. On che right, hoviever, the 3d
Ermored Division was unable to crack German delaying positions, and
rcemained about threes miles short of the assigned koundary line
objcctives.,

3d Frmorec Division, Bo’ i combat commends were ordered to renew
the ettack in the morring to seize Putanges, Trez Sairts and the high
ground south of the Orne River, The Division Reserve was to prepare
to follow either of the attacking forces on division ordei. The
Ranes foroce was to continue to protect the rcad net in the area.

Dzspite a strouyg German counterattack at La Masure, CCE advanced
cstride the Renes-Fromentel highway to the outskirts of Fromentecl.
CCB advenced against stubborn resistance through St. Goorges d'Rnnebecq,
assisted Ly close air support, whicn knocked out four tanks. By
cvening tie advance had reached the vicinity of La Hourdouillere and
Lzs Yvcrteauz,

Contact with the French Armored Force on the right was maintain~d
}y zlements of the 83d Reconnaissance Battalion,
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1st Infasntry Division. At 0700, the 16th RCT again began
moving, meeting little resistance. R company of the 1lst Bettalion
surprised two ccapanies of the 9th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion
in their bivcuac area, capturing 70 men, 30 machine guns, two 75mam
guns, one 8lmm mortsr, and three tanks (two Mark V and one Mark IV).
By cvening the regiment was on its objective in the vicinity of
Les Roussieres, Morlieres, and Le Chenet,

The 26th Infantry advanced to the road junction of Lomey le Tesson,
threc and 8 half miles south of Briouze. In the early afternoon the
regiment was ordered into resepve bchind the 16th Infantry.

On the left the 18th RCT had more action, as German units,
atccempting te escape from the trap, struck units near La Ferrisre
avx ctanges. The counterattacks were driven off with the assistance
of massed artillery fire,

The 4th and 24th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squedrons established
and meintained contect with the 18th Infantry and the 30th Infantry
Division, Both squadrons reconnoitzred and patrolled all roads and
trails of the Forct d'bndaine with negative results.

9th Infantry Division. The 39th Infantry Regiment, continuing
its advance north, did not meet opposition until late in the dey,
near Le Bois Jean.

The 47th RCT occupisd B:rauvain, which had been evacuated by the
Germens during the night. By ~vening the rcginent was approaching
its obj.ctive of La Hourdouillere, oyoinct stiffening resistanca.

The 60th Infantry advanced against light resiscua?” north of
Beauvain tc the vicinity of La Chaux and Ennebecqg. The 3d Battalion
remained attached to the 3d EFrmored Division and wss in the aree
souvth of Le Bissin.

4th Infantry Division., The division remained in corps reserve.
Lete in the afternoon selected units werce alerted for movement to the
Foret de Monaye.

Gzrmen Situation

Illied penetretion through the La Fertc Mace gap to Le Mesnil
d: Briouze and Lignou seriously menaced the Seventh Army withdrawal,
biter Le Ferriere aux Etanges had been captured by units of the US
Y Corps, the Seventh RArmy bent its left wing from Mcsney St., Gervsis-
Sairzs le Verrerie to Belou cn Houlme.

Briouzc was covered ty elem=nts of the 9th Panzer Reconnaissance
Bettalion, while the 703th Infentry Division transferred its remaining
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infantry elzments to the 10th SS Panzer Division., The staff of the
708th took over regulation of traffic at the road crossing of Frcmentel

and at the Orne River bridges near St. Croix, Putanges, and Mceail
Harmei,

During the night of 16/17 Bugust, the Seventh Army withdrew to
the line Brecl-west of St., Opportune-hills northwest of Briouze-
Briouze, The 10th SS Penzer Division was ordered from its assembly

-~

rea vest-southwest of Bellou e Houlme to cover this withdrawal.
The Eberbach Group was ordered by Ermy Group B to cover the
rctirement across the Orne River in the Argentan ares. In front of

the right wing of the VII Corps, the XLVII Panzee Corps withdraw
behind the railroad line paralleling the Briouze-Eccuche road.

17 Pugust

VII Corps Situation

1l finel objectives of the corps wer. taken dur.ng ths day
except at Fromentel, wheve the 3d Prmored IMvision wes intenscly
engsg-d throughout the day. During the afternoon cortact was madc
with British units advancing south to the Prmy Group Loundary.

3d Ermored Division. A planncd coordineted cttack on Fromentel
by keth combat commands of the division was delayed by German resis-
tence in front of CCB. During the early afternoon CCE un.leterally
le anched an attack from the east, and egeinst stiff German resistance,
Fromentel was occupied by late afternocc.:, except for scattcred strong-~
nolds in the western section. 2t this time friendly P-47s of the
36Cth Group, wihich were providing close sir support, bombed the towr.,
In tie resulting confusior, German troops reentered and occupied the
center and western sections of the town, Ft 1900 a company of the
33d irmored Regiment attacked sgain and, despitc &n sir attack by the
supposedly friendly 370th Group, gained s foothold in the eastern
tringe of thz town. Th= 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry, and a medium
tenk company from the Division Reserve were attached to CCA to aid
the tesk force in recapturing the rest of Fromentel,

Meanwhile, CCB was held up by strong resistance along the raii-
rogd north of Las Yvetesux. The tenacious Germans skilliully delaying
&long thnis improvised derensive position werc nsc ejected until after
1EC0. The two task forces then fought their way to pesitions north
and west of Fromentel, ncar Putanges and Mesnil Jean. Tacy blocked
the mein roads leading into Fromentel from the north and west.

During the day, Task Focce Hogan, part of the Ranes rorce,
att. ciked northeast in conjunccion with elements of the 83d Rrmored
Rzconnaissanc: Bettalion, to secure the road junction at Lcouche
sgainst lighs opposition,
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1st Infentry Division. The German withdrawal and the southward
advance oi British units eliminated the division's contsct with the
enemy, and there followed a period of maintaining and refitting
equipment, The division did continue, howecver, to maintain local
security of the front for which it was responsible by sending exten-
sive patrols to the front and flanks of the 16th Infantry.

9th Infantry Division. During the day the division advance
continued against light and scattered resistance from Ge :man delaying
forces. By the end of the day the division had moved ap;roximately
3,000 yards to occupy positions along the Briouze-Fromertel road,
the division's assigned objective,

4th Infantry Division. The division remained in ¢upeps reserve
and moved to an assembly area south of Carrouges.

Geprman Situation

Pressure from US forces in the scuth along the S-v-nth Ermy
front diminished during the day. ZAlthough the Germa:ns :iid not
realize why they were not being relentlessly pursued, «his was the
result of orders requiring Bmerican forces to stcp alony the previousiy-
designated Loundary between the 12th and 21st ARrmy Gioups. Taking
groteful advantage of this relaxation of pressurs, the Scvench Frmy
przpared during the day for @ withdrawal after dark t¢ the line
Val-d'Orne~-St. Rubert sur Orne-Launay-Mesnil Goudouir -L& Fresnay au
Sauvage. This retirement was accomplished during the night of 17/18
fugust. The boundary between the Seventh Army and tie Ebexbach
Group was subsequently redrawn, to run La Fresnay au Ssuvage-CGiel
(Seventh Lrmy)-Occagnes (Ejerbach)-Bailleul (Ssventh . rmy).

The LCberbach Group, after hcoving held up the 3d Rrmored Divi~cion,
also began retiring across the Orne during the nicht. The 2¢ Panfer
Division covered this withdrawal.

18 Fugust

VIT Cocrps Situation

During the day Coeps units rounded up or eliminated the remaining
pockets of resistance in the northeastern corner of the corps sector
aad ewaited further instructions. Throughout the period enemy contact
vas limited to periodic rlashes with delaying forces between Putanges
and Ecouche.

3d Irmored Division. Tne elements of CCA in the eastern scection
of Fromertel held their positions during the night and began mopping
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up the town at first lighr, By the middle of the morning, Fromentel
was cleared, and C(3 moved into assembly positiors, where it remained
thvough tlie remainder of the day.

Both task forces of CCB continued their ottack for the high
ground south of Puranges. 2About acon, contact was =stablished with
British forces neer Putanges, and CCB was relieved of the respon-
sibility of defending the east-west Putanges Highway. The Gzrmen
roadblocks, howaver, continued until the following morning.

The 83¢ Reconnaissance Battalion held its position at Ecouche
vith Task Force Hogan until the middle of the morning, when it

movad into an assembly position in the vicinity of St, Quen sur
Ma1ie-St, Brice.

lst Infentry Mivision. The division was not in contact with
the enemy during the period. Units were refitting and meintaining
vehicles and equipnent,

gth Infantry Divisior.. During the day, the division iinked
up with eleuents of the British Second Army, and contact with the
Germans was severed,

4th Infantry Division. The division continued in éessembly areas,
the 8th Inf aniry n ar Caprouous, the 22d in L'Oisonniere., and the
12th in tte vicinity of Lss Villettes,

19 August

VII Corps S.tuation

By the end of the day all of the unicu &ssigaed to VII (orps
were out of contact with :he enemy, The divisions were rehabili-
tating, refurbishing and resting ir assembly areas, awaiting further
ordars.,

20 August

VII Corps Situation

VII Corps units remained in assembly areas, awaiting new orders
for a march to the east., P11l units were out of contsct with the
<nemy and were regrouping and prepering fcr further development of
the campaign. o

The 4th Covalry Group, with the 759th Tank Bettalion and 9th
Reconnaissance Troop attached, established a 30-mile screen Letween
the towns of Sees and Verneuil.
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21 huqust

Vil Corps Situation

Except for patrol skirmishes, the corps contiried out of con-
tact with the Germans. During the day corps units were alerted for
53 march east tc the area approxiwiately ven miles west of Chartres .in
the vicainity of the villages of Chateauneuf en Thymerais and Courville
sur Eure. Part of the 9th Division moved to Mortagne, with the
mission of protecting the left flank of the First Army.

22 Bugust

VII Corps Situation

The corps begen to move east to the area near Chateauneuf en
Thymerais-Courville sus Bure. The first major unit to move--the
3¢ Ermored Division-~completed the move. The remainder of the
9th Division closed in the Mortagne area. The 4tn Division was
transferred to the V Coxups.

23 Rugust

Vil Corps Situation

VII Corps troops continued the move east toward the Seine River,
The 9th Division began to move from the vicinity of Mortagne to the
vicinity of Verneuil,

24 Pugust

VII Corps Situation

Corps :nits were enroute to new assembly areas west of the
Secine River between Corbeil and Melun. The 3d Prmored Division Legan
to aove to the vicinity of Chevannes. The lst Infantry Division
moved to Courviile sur Eure, The 9th Division moves to the Vedame
area. The 4th Cavalry Group advanced as far east as Breugny sur Orne,
Bsllancourt, and Corbcil before it halted for the night. The
rzeonneissance group had intermittent contact with the enery during
tie dey. Et Corbeil, a German qutpost was driven across to the east
renk of the Seine River, but the Cermen detachment succeeded in
Flowing the bridge after crossing.
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25 Rugust
VIT Corps Situation

Most eiements of the VII Corps reached their assembly areas,
prepar rory to crossing the Seins River, After crossing the river,
the corps axis of advance was to be northesast between the V Corps
on its left and the Third Army on its right,

The 4th Cavalry Group reached the west bank of the Seine River
in the morning and established a reconnaissance screen along the
wes. bank of the river between Corbeil and Melun. In the middle of
the morning, the 24th Csvalry Squadron crossed the Seine in the
vicinity of Tilly (where a crossing had earlier been forced by units
of tine 7th Prmored Division of the XX Corps) and reconnoitered to a
line approximately ten miles northeast of the crossing point. The
3d trmored Division began its crossing in the early evening, The
1st and ¢th Divisions completed their moves to their assembly areas
west of the river,
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26 Bugust

Vil Corps Situation
(ﬁ__ PS

Ti.e corps drive east of the Seine River gained approximately
35 kilometers ageinst scattered resistance. The lst and 2d Bettalions,
128th Infantry Regiment, of the German 48th Infantry Division were
encountered by the 4th Cavalry Group and the 3d Rrmored Division at
the main crossroads and avenues of approach, as the Germans attempted
to stall the northeastward advance of the Emerican armor and cavalry.

The 4th Cavalry Group completed crossing the Seine during the
early morning hours and, in coordinstion with the 3d Armored Division,
moved northeast to raconnoiter to the Marne River between Meaux and
La Ferte sous Jouarre, while maintaining contact with the XX and V
Corps, on the right and left flanks respcctively. By 1800 the group
had pushed to a general line across the corps front extending from
a position on the left in the Parc de Ladmirault, 1500 yards south-
cast of Ferrieres, southeast to a point just east of the Forét
dfRrinainvilliers and two miles north of Tournan en Brie, then east
of Les Chapelles Bourbon to the vicinity of Les Bordes.

3d 2rmored Division. The division spearheaded the cCorps drive,
witl. three columns about equally spread across the corps sector of
action. The main body of the division began its crossing before
dawni, The divisional crossings were completed by 1900. By dark CCBR,
on the right, had reached the vicinity of Ormeaux. CCB, on the left,
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did not begin its advance until early afternoon. Some resistance
was encountered, but by dark CCB had advanced about 27 kilometers
to the Pontault-Combault-Lesignv area.

~

Elements of the 833 Recornisissance Battalion advanced in th»
center of the corps zone, and by evening were in the Foret de la
Leachelle, about 2,000 yards w.st of Preslzs en Brie.

1st _and 9th Infantry Divisions. Preparations for crossing the
Se¢inz River continued.

German Situation
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Southeast of Paris, the right flank of the extended 48th
Infantry Division, deployed in small combat groups, was hit by the
VII Corps. Bypassed by armored spearheads, these weak forces, olthough
cut off from any higher command, continued resistance and attempted
to breskthrough to the northeast. The bulk of the 43th Division's
artillery and antitank weapons was destroyed and its staff end signal
battalion wceoe dispersed, The German First Ermy commend, unable to
communicate with the division was, at mcst, only marginslly evars
of the situation in the division's sector, now desperately engaged
against the VI1 Corps advance on its right, and the XX Corps advance
against its center and left.
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27 Augqust

VII Corps Situation

The VII Corps continued its drive for 25 kilometers to the
northeast against rather light resistance consisting mainly of small
German strongpoints along the commanding terrazin oifering concealment
and across the main avenues of advance. These points wer: marnsd by
ciements of the 48th Infantry Division and supported by a fecw tanks
of the Panzer Lehr Reconnaissance Battalion. The strongest opposition
was met a Evry les Chateau, Grisy Suisnes, &nd Lagny.

3d Lrmored Divisior. The Marne River was crossed at 1700. CC?
crossed at La Ferts sous Jouarre, and CCB, north of Charmentray. It
1735, CCB had passed through Meaux and was on the main road west o:
the town, 2t the same time, CCR was nearing the road juncticn on
the Mesux-~La Ferte sous Jouarre road, while the Reserve had halu.a
at tire phase line through Langy-Pezarches. CCE& went into ' souac
for the night in the vicinity of Chainoust. CCB's two coli ~uopy -d
for the night in the vicinity of Meaux.

l1st end 9th Infentry Divisions. While the cavalry
units were out in front of the Corps advance, the 1lst an
( Divisions, with the latter on the right, progiesssed to thea.
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march objective: the line north of and generally parallel to the
main road running <outheast from Nogent sur Marne to Les Friches,
through the Forét Jd'&rmainvilliers, to Gretz, and thence continuing
southeastward to Granville. No opposition was met.

The lst Division was deployed as follows: the 16th Infantry
Regiment was north of Combault, the 26th Infantry Regiment was at
Les Friches, and the 18th Infantry Regiment was on the edge of the
Forct d'Armainvilliers.

In the 9th Division zonz, the 47th Infantry Regiment was
kivouaced in the vicinity of Bois Villegenard, the 3Sth Infantry
Regiment was near Bussy St. Georges, and the 60th Infantry Rsgiment
was southeast of Liverdy en Brie.

4th Cavalry Group. The 4th Cavalry, screening the corps advance,
took over 100 prisoners early in the day, near the locality of Grisy
Suisnes, when a group of Germans attempted to make a break to the easct.

German Situation

By the morning of the 27th, the right flank of tlie German Firsc
Prmy hed succeeded in falling back behind thie Grand Morin River.
The army, now reinforced by the LXXX Corps (composed mainly of
stragglers and service unit personnel) reestablished itself along
the line Soissons-Epernay-Chalons sur Marr.e,

The VIT Corps thrust from Melun to La Ferte sous Jouarre, forced
the LVIIX Panzer Corps, on the extreme right wing of the First Zrmy,
to bend its left wing back to Meaux, and begin withdrawing its forces
(47¢h Infantry Division, Rulock Group, and remnants of the 9th and
Fenzer Lehr Divisions) northeastward to the line Beaumont sur Oise-
Survilliers~Dammartin en Goele-Meau¥. The reconnaissance bettalion
of tue Panzer Lehr Divicion, which had been taken from thc front
northeast of Paris, attempted to establish a thin security line just
soutiwest of Mecaux. At the same time, a regiment of the 9th SS
Panzer Division, moving into thc First Lrmy ssctor from the northwest,
reinforced small groups of the 48th Infentry Division, which wers
trying to stem the thrust of the 3d Brmored Division at La Ferte
sous Jouerre. During the day, @ battalion of the 902d Panzer Grena-
dier Regiment motored te blocking positions at Chateau Thierry.

28 Auqust

VI1I Corps Situation

The VII Corps continued driving northeast, making an advancc of
45 kilomcters. Prmored units spearheaced the drive, with the 9th end
1st Infantry Divisions continuing to follow abreast.
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3d Irmorcd Division. The 3d 2r orud Division's combat command
continued their repid edvance to the nortneast, each with two columns
abreast. Throughout the day, small pockets of resistance were
encountered, usually of company strength or less, which were able
mérely to harass the advancing units. The bulk of the enemy con-
tinued to withdraw ncrtheast and north, and in several instances
the advance cut into the rear of the retreating enemy columns, iknocking
out many German vehicles.

By 1300, the columns of CCA were passing through Bois de Belleau
and Chaveau Thierry. By the end of the period, CCER was just short
of its Pontarcy objective, with elements southeast of Breisne and
southwest of Vauxtin. By evening, both of CCB's task forces were
at tiie command's Soissons objective.

lst and 9th Infantrv Divisions. The advance of the lst Infantry
Division to the vicinity of Meaux was made without opposition. The
9th Infentry Division moved, without incident, to the area north of
the Grand Morin River. The day's march objective was a line from
Villeroy through Meaux across the lst Infantry Division zone to the
Forct du Mans, and thence across the 9th Infantry Division zone
southeastward to thc vicinity of La Couture, approximately six
kilometers southeast of Coulommieprs.

4ti Cavalry Group. The 4th Cavalry Group had another busy dey,
screening the front of the corps sector and reconnoitering bridges
and roads, in addition to mopping up resistence and taking over 400
prisoners.

German Situation

The German First Ermy's general retreat ~ontinusd northeast
towards Reims. In front of the VII Corps, remnants of the 9th Panzer
and Panzer Lehr Divisions fought delaying acticns along the Villers
Cotterets-Soissons road. The 902d Grenadicr Regiment was encircled
by @ 3d Rrmored Division column during the day at Chateau Thierry,
but fought its way free northeast, across the Risne River.

The LVIII Panzer Corps withdrew along a3 generally northward axis,
its left under severe pressure from the VII Corps thrust to Soissons.
As a result, it became separated from the rest of the First Fray.
Tharafore, Army Group B assigned the corps to the Fifth Panzer Frmy.
However, communications were completely disrupted during the day and
th2 corps, lacking knowledge of where even the army command post was
locatced, continued withdrawing toward Compiegne, falling back to the
line Verberie~Morienval-Pierrefonds les Bains-Vic sur Bisne. This
movaement, made to protect the corps' tenuous link with the Fifth
Panzsr Army on its right, removed the corps from the front of the
YIiI Corps' northeastward advance on Laon.
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29 luqust

VII Corps Situation

The VII Corps continued to advance to the northeast. Only
scattered rear guards were left by the enemy as he continued his
withdreawal north and northeast of Soissons. Small pockets of German
troops in the wooded areas throughout the corps area were moppsd up
during the day.

3d Brmored Division. Becaus: of poor atmospheric conditions
affeccting radio reception, new objectives were not assigned to the
combat commands in time for a morning advance. In the late afternoon
boti: combat commands resumed the advence, and by nightfall were ot
tiie high ground, north of the Risne River, at Pommiers-Terny Sorny-
northwest of Pllemont-east of Chavignon~southeastern edge of Forét
de Veauclere-north of Pontavert. During the day, two battalions of
the 18th Infantry Regiment were attached to the division to help
sccure Soissons and Villiers Cotterets,

1st and 9th Infantry Divisions. The lst Division advanced
rapidly, without opposition, to its day's march objective, the line
Butheuil-~St, Quentin-St., Gengoulph, The 9th Divis:on was also
unopposcd in advancing to its objectives, just east of St. Genqoulph-
Licy Cli¢non~Chateau Thierry.

4th Cavalry Group. The group continued to advance ahead >f the
corps, reconnoitering roads and Lridges. Patrols reached a pcint
four kilometers south of Lacn by the close of the period.

German Situation

Evnept for a scattered rearguard cover by @ miscellaneous hodge-
podge of units, there wss no contact with VITI Corps units because
the German First Rrmy's northeast axis of withdrewal was changed to
a more easterly one, out of the VII Corps zone of action, and the
LVIII Fanzer Corps on the left flank of the Fifth Panzer Frmy had
fellen back behind the Oise River from Compeigne to La Fere, leaving
a relacively undefended gap between the two armies in front oi VII
Corps.

Fifth Panzer Ermy, whose left boundary was radrawn through
Reims, was given responsibility for this gap. The Army ordered the
IT SS Panzer Corps, with remnants of thz 2d 8S, 9th, and l16th Panzer
Divisions, to assume control of the area facing VII Corps from
Scissons to Rcims. Thz corps (also referred to in German reccrds as
rhe British Group) was to disengage f~om its positions between Les
Tiillicrs end Pontoise, east of the Seine, just north of Paris end
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to move northeastward behind the Fifth Panzer Army front to the
Oise River just sou:h of Noyon, and then wheal southeast, east of
the Oise River and the LVIII Panzer Corps, to take over the extreme
left of the Fifth Panzer BArmy zone east of Noyon, toward Laon and
Reims,

30 _Rugust

VII Corps Situation

The VII Corps continued the advance to the northeast. Enemy
rear guard action continued, wit advance units of the 4th Cavalry
Group meeting small arms fire south of Rozoy, and artillery and
mortar fire s>uth of Montcornet.

3d Irmored Division. CCB advanced in the morning, and by
midafternoon, against moderate resistance, its two task forces had
advanced epproximately ten kilometers and secured Laon and the ridge
line overlooking the city to the southeast.

In the middle of the aft:zrncon, CCA attacked in the area south-
vwest or Leon. By early evering both of the command's task forces
ned moved forward about eigh: kilometers. Task Foree X was out-
posting tae ridge north of &t. Thomas, and Task Force Y was just south-
cast of Pmifontaine.

The Reserve followed CCB's advance and at the end of the period
was et Bruyeres et Montherault.

~st_and 9th Infantry Divisions. The 1st Infantry Division
advanced to positions along the Risne River, generally without
opposition,

The 9tn Infantry Division also advancad to the Risne River.
Additionallv the division was ordered to move one regimental combat
command (less one battalion), by motor, to the area south of Laon,
to reinforce the 3d Rrmored Division if necessary.

4th Cavalry Group. The cavalry coatinued its reconnaissance
during the day and pushed patrcls as far as St. Pierremont, Montcornet.
and Rozoy sur Serre. Patrolling was limited because of the failure
of gssoline trains to arrive during the night of 29/30 Rugust.

Germen Situation

On the left flank of the Fifth Panzer Rrmy, the II SS Panzer
Corps could not execute its orders, since the 3d Armored Division
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was already advancing on Laon, by the time the II i3S Panzer Corps
N was in & pesition to turn into its assigned sector, The 116th
Panzer Division attacked the flank of the 3d Brmored Eivision
column just southeast of Laon, but was stopped cold. Thereafter the
3 II SS Panzer Corps began moving northeast, just east of Laon, to
positions along the Serre River, The gap betwzen the Fifth Panzer
1 Frmy and the First Rimy was thus left unclosed.

During the day the staff of the I SS Panzer Corps northeast of
Paris, was relieved by the staff of the LXXIV Corps anc ordered tc
assume ccmmand of the 2d SS Division, remnants of the 1.t S5, and
12 S5 Panzer Divisions and the 347th Infantry Division t» close the
gsp on the army's left., This corps would establish a de.ensive
front southeast of Avesnes, to the left of the II SS Panz:r Corps,
and facing the right flank of VII Corps.

31 August

T

: VII Corps Situation

On the US First ARrmy right, VII Corps received orders to zhange
the direction of its attack. Instead of continuing the drive 1orth-
ecastward through Montcornet and Rethel to Nemur end Liecs, Genewal
Collins was ordered to swing VII Corps northward, and drive thrcugh

(f' the towns of Rvesnes, Maubeuge, and Mons. This wheel was part o7
an overall US First Army move north across the Franco-Belgium lboider
to sever the escape route of German units, west of a north-south
line from Laon to Mons,

3d Prmored Division. At 1315, the division's northeasiward
advance toward the German border was halted, and a northward drive
to the division's new objective at Mons was initiated, with Vervins,
Hirson, and Landouzy as intermediate objectives.

At the end of the period, both task forces of CCB were in
Varvins~-Task Force 1, attacking north from Chivres via Tavaux, and
Tesk Force 2 advancing from Pierrepont via Marle. CCAR, short of its
Lendouzy intarmediate objcctive at the end of the day, bivouaced
near Rozoy, approximatcly 20 kilometers southeast of Vervins.,

ist Infantry Division. The division was given the responsibility
of protecting the left flank of the corps, from Soissons to Laon,
northeast of the leading elements of US V Corps. Advancing across
the Risne without opposition, by evening, the regiments of the division
were deployced as follows: the 26th Infantry was northeast of the
Soissons-Laon road from Le Ville and Pasly to Laffaux and lllemont;
the léth Infantry was along the road from Rllemont to Laon; and the
18ch Infantry was in and around Laon.
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9th Infantry Division. The division was charged with the pro-
rection of the corps right flank. During the day, its advance was
still on a generally northeastward axis. At the end of the period,
the 39th Infantry Regiment had moved without resistance to La Radois
and Seraincourt. The 47th Infantry Reyiment made a motor march to
an assembly position in the vicinity of Dizy le Gros, and the 60th
Infantry Regiment, after overcoming minor delaying resistance,
occupied Rozoy.

4th Cavalry Greup. General Collins, not willing to lose an
opportunity to move to the West Wall while advancing north to entrap
Germans, ordered the group not only to patrol the gap that was
developing on the right between VII Corps and the US Third RArmy (as
the cerps moved north and Third Prmy continued northeast:) but also
to seize a bridgchead over the Meuse River at Mezieres. During the
31st, the group screened along the Serre River between Marle and Rozoy.

Geryman Situation

During the day, the tenuous link between the I SS Panzer Corps
eind the II 8S Panzer Corps was severed by the northwaerd advance of
tiie 3d Armored Division. The right wing of the I SS Parzer Corps
becan kending back toward Beaumont and Chimay, leavirg uncovaered the
rigint flank of the 116th Panzer Division, which was prcviding a
covering force for the Bittrich Group along the Serre River from
Lz Fere through Crecy to Marle. Because of the danger of being out-
flanked from the direction of Vervins and Hirson, the 1l6th side-
slipped northeast during the night of 31 Eugust/1l September to
blocking positions on the roads leading north from these locations.

Thus the gap on the left of the Fifth Panzer Ermy, so briefly
closed by the I SS Panzer Corps, was now @ gap in the interior of
the Army, between the I SS Panzer and II SS Panzer Corps.

1l September

VII Corps Situation

3d ILrmored Division. The division continued advancing toward
Mons, as all combat commands advanced in multiple columns with CCB,
CCr, and the Reserve in that order from lcft to right.

CCB advanced from Vervins, with Task Force 2 moving thiough
Le Nouvion and Prisches to Maroilles. On psrallel roads, Task Force 1
advanccd to a blocking position on the Maroilles-Avesnes road, three
kilometers west of Avesnes. CCR continued moving north from Rozoy
tarough Landouzy to the Raimsars vieinity, about seven kilometers
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sovtheast of Rvesn.s. Both coruands met only sporadic antitank
and small arms fire. Resistance was greater on the right, as the
Reserve's advance was delayed northwest ol Aubenton by stubborn
oppcsition, By late evening a bridgs had been built and a bridge-
head secured over the Thoa River at Bucilly. At the end of the
day elements had ~zved three kilometers north and were bivouaced
in Hirson,

1st Infnatry Division. The division continued to advance north
to Marle and Bosmont, protecting the west flank of the corps, north
of the leading elements of the US V Corps. Except for a few German
stragglers, the division encountered no opposition.

9th Infantry Division. The 39th and 47th Infantry Regiments
followed behind the 3d Armored Division's right flank, and consoli-
dated the areca between Hirson and Vervins. The 47th, with one of
its battalions delayed by a blown bridge cver the Brune River at
Braye, was virtually unopposed, as it moved north to positions along
a line from one kilometer north of Vervins to northeast of La Haute
Bonde., Et the end of the day, to the ncrtheast of the 47th, the
39th Infantry Regiment had advanced to the line extending from south-
west of Origny to Eparcy.

On the division right, thie 60th Infantry Regiment secured
Brunchamel les Antels and Bubanton, the latter in the early evening,
after overcoming some small arms and tank fire.

4th Cavalry Group. The group protected the right flank of the
corps between Aubenton and Rethel, At Rethel contact was established
with the 90th Infantry Division, XX Corps.

German Situavion

Because of the converging drives of the British across the
Seinc River toward the north and northeast, and the US First RArmy
toward Mons, the LVIII, LXXIV, and II SS Panzer Corps, slthough they
had little contact to their immediate front, were threatened by a
double envelopment. These corps had fallen back to the general Laon-
St. Quentin area. During the day the commanding general of the
LVIII Panzer Corps suggested a meeting with the commanders of the
other two corps staffs in order to form a uniform command for a
coordinated withdrawal. At this mecting General Straube, the LXXIV
Corps commander, assumed command of the provisional army--referred
to hereafter as Straube Group. He decided to withdraw as quickly
as possible from the arca just north of Laon to the vicinity of
Mons~-Conde.

With elements of the 3d and 6th Parachute Divisions, and the
18th Luftwaffe Division, the LVIII Panzer Corps was to assume
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responsibility for the right side of the line in the sector Ham-

L& Fere, while the II Panze~ Corps, now commanding only the 47th
Infantry and remnants of the 9th Panzer Divisions (the 116th Panzer
Division having been pushed northesst and separated from the yroup
by the advance of the 3d Armored Division) had responsibility for
the lzft, on the north bank of the Serre Kiver as far east as Marle.
The LXXIV Corps, in reserve, was to lead the northward withdrawal
of the three corps.

The gap between thzse units and the I SS Panzzr Corps to the
cast--manning a weak sccurity line extending from Beaumont to
Froidechappelle, thence south to Chimay, on the extreme left fliank
of tne Fifth Panzer Army--was enlarged during the period, as the
VII Corps continued its northwsrd drive toward Mons. The 1l6th
Penzer Division, after periodic clashes with the armor o¢f the 3d
DPivision, north of Vertins and Hirson, continued its withdrawal to
the northeast and came under the control of the I SS Panzer Corps,
which ordered the division to occupy Charleroi to protect the corps'!
right flank.

2 September

VII Corps Situation

3d Brmored Division. The division advanced northward with its
threec combat commends abreast, each employing two columns, and
making a rapid advance throughout the day toward Mons.

CCA encountered some resistance about ten kilometers south of
the city. Brushing this aside, elements of the command entered Mons
at 1900. CCB's supply trains had been delayed during the night when
cut off by bypassed German units. Efter their arrival, CCB moved
out abtout noon and after brief encounters with retrcating Germans
recech:d the Mons vicinity shortly after dark. The Reserve met more
opposition than the other two commands. In the early evening resis-
tsnce in the Beaurieux area was bypassed and the Ressrve sideslipped
wcst into CCA's zone of action and continued moving north to posi-
tions cast of Mons.

lst Infantry Division. The First Infantry Division continued
to advance toward Mons, protecting the uncovered west flank of the
corps, because the leading units of the US V Corps, advancing north
on the left, had not as yet pulled abreast of the rapid VII Corps
advance,

The 18th Infantry Regiment met &nd cleared resistance at Leme
in the morning and was moving again before noon. Et the end of the
day, the regiment was north of the Forét du Nouvain, deployed aleng

D-21




the high ground southeast of Barzy. The l6th Infantry Regiment moved
north through Urcei, and at the close of the period was south of the
Forct du Nouvain eleig the line Sains Richaumont-southwest of Proisy-
along the main road running northeast to La Chapelle. The 26th
Infantry Regiment moved north to the vicinity of BAvesnes during the
dsy. By evening the battalions of the regiment were outposting
positions on the high ground north of the city at Flaumont, east

¢i the city, and at Rvesnelles to the soucheast.

9th Infantry - ivision. The 9th Division wiped out several
pockets of German resistance and provided protection for the corps'
right flank, north of Bny Martin Rieux.

The 47th Infantry Regiment advanced on the left of tle division
zonz and encountered only isolated small arms resistance in the
Fourmies arecz during its advance to the vicinity of Solre le Chateau.
The 39th Intantry Regiment swept away harassing resistance southeast
of Enor and continued its advance to positions along the southern
edge of the Bois 1'Rbb, east to Eppe Sauvage, thence south along the
castern edge of the Foret de Trelon. On the right of the division
sector, the 60th Infantry Regiment encountered a German column
moving east through Macon, Artillery scattercd the column, and the
regiment proceeded to advance across the Franco-~Belgian border to
the line from Wallers Trelon through Baives to Chimay.

4th Cavalry Group. In addition to protecting the eastern flenk
of the corps between Any Martin Risux and Amegne, the group estab-
lished roadblocks to the northeast and maintained contact with XX
Corps in tne vicinity of Rethel.

Geimen Situetion

By this time the LXXIV Panzer Corps was north of Conde and Mons,
and was no lonyer in danger of being cut off. But, as British
spearheads advanced to Tournai, the remsinder of the Straube Group
(LVIIT Panzer Corps and most of the II SS Panzer Corps) was in a
gesperate situation, Continued withdrawal to the north was threatened
by the advancing British urits. Movement to the northeast was
blocked by 3d ILrmored Division roadblocks along thz Avesnes-Mons road,
tc the coutheast by the lst Infautry Division, te the west by X1x
Corps near Valenciernes, and to the south by V Corps.

During the day the II SS Panzer Corps tried withdrawing north-
¢astward toward Bcaumont, to rcach the weak security line of the
T 55 Panzer Corps. However, only clements of the 9th Panzer Division
were successful, leaving the remaining units,. and the almost completely
immobilc 47th Infantry Division in the contracting pocket togecher
with the divisions of the LVIII Panzer Corps. The I SS Panzer Corps,
under pressure from the 9th Infantry Division, shifted its line north
of Beaumont and Froidecheppelle and prepared to withdraw acvross ths
Meuse River to positions extending from Namur to Charleville,
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3 _Scptember

VII Corps Situation

Vil Corps turned to the east to secuse crossings over th Meuse
River between ramur and Givet.

3d Armored Division. The division was unable to move because
of a shortage of gasoline, CCR established and secured roadblocks
in and around Mons, while CCB performed a similar mission to the
north and west.

1st Infantry Pivision. RMdvancing to cover the le’t and vear of
the 3d ILrmored Division, the 1lst Division found itself heavily
engaged in the Maubeuge-Bavai area by large German forces from ths
vicst-~the Straube Group--attempting to escape eastwced through the
VIl Cocrps zone, Units of the division were generally extended in a
north-south arc from Mons through Frameries to Bavai, thence along
th eastern fringe of the Forét de Mormal.

The 16th Infantry Regiment moved north to Mons from its positions
south of the Foret du Nouvain. Just south of Mons, at Maubeuge, the
regiment was heavily engaged most of the day, with retreating enzmy
columns. Elements of the regiment, fighting along the roed from
Maubeuge to Mons, entered the city in the =arly evening.

The 26th Infantry Regiment, advancing to the west of Maubeuge,
met resistsence between that city and Bavai, when a German column
of the Straube Group ran into their left flank. In the late afternoon
clements of the regiment continued the advance to Frameries, approxi-
mately five kilometers southeast of Mons on the Mons-Bavai highway.

On the left, the 18th Infantry Regiment attacked toward Bavai
and entered the town in +he morning, where it was engaged with elements
of tha Straube Group using the road through Bavai on the way east.
It the end of the day, the reyiment was organizing Bavai for defense
and was deployed along the castemn edge of Forét de Mormal.

9th Infantry Division. The 9th fivision advanced northeast into
Belgium toward Namur and Givet.

The 60th Infantry Regiment, on the right flank, cdvanced through
the Beis de Chimay and Bois du Seigneur against sporadic Serman
delaying activity, and adanced almost 35 kilometers to the area
south of Semart. To the left, the 39th Infantry Regiment advanced
about the same distance &jainst similar resistance, and at the end
of the day was deployed on a line from Florennes south to positions
cest and north of Philippeville. The 47th Infantry Regiament moved
from Solre le Chateau to Barbencon, about two kilometers southeast of
Beaumont, while protecting the left flank and the rear of the division.
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4th Cavalry Group. South of the 3th Infantry Division., the
unit advanced east, occupied Charleville, Rocroi, and Mezieres and
reconnoitered the aree along the iicuse River from Fumay to Concherry.

German Situation

The last possibility of escape for ths Straube Group was lost
during the day, as British units drove beyond Touinai. The LVIII
Panzer Corps and most of the II SS Panzer Corps were smashed as their
columns desperately tried to break northeast ageinst the 3d Armored
aend lst Infantry Division's north-south line. Although scattered
groups escaped, mosc of tihiese units wzre captured.

On the fight of the US VII TCorps zone the I SS Panzer Corps
withdrew east of the Meuse River and consolidated its positions on
the east bank. The corps! line ran south from Lustin, nine kilo-
meters south of Namur, to Charleville. During the day, the 347th
Infantry and 1l6th Panzer Divisions were detached and subordinated
to LXXIV Corps, which had escaped the Mons pocket the previous day,
and now took r¢sponsibility for the Namur sector of the new defensive
line,

At 1400, Army Group B commander Field Mershal Walter Model arrived
at the commsnd pust of the Gzrman Seventh Army 3t Wavre. Rt that
time he gave instructions to pull out the Fifth Panzer Rrmy and
orcered the Seventh Army to take over the former's sector (the center
and left, to face the eastward sttack of VII Corps), effective the
afterncon of the ath,

4 Scptember

VII Corps Situstion

With the Mons-Bavai area practically cleared, the corps directed
its main effort to the east. ZIAdvance units were in Namur and along
the west bank of the Meuse River between that city and Givert.

3d Prmored Division, At 1400 tthe 3d Armored Division turned
gast and began moving toward Namur,

CCB, or. the divisicn right, made rapid progress and entered
Namur, CCA advanced to Charleroi and after a fight occupied the
city by the end of the day. The Reserve followed the twc commands
in multinle columns,

1st Infantry Divis:on, The division continued to protact the
west flank of the VII Corps and dispersed its forces over o ierge
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arca to prevent infiltration to the east and to eliminate remaining
pockets of Garman resistance,

The 16th Infantry Regiment cleared the area from Maubeuge to
Mons and consolidated its positions in the Mons vicinity. The 18th
Infantry Regiment engaged Germen units still trying to escape toward
the German border in the area around Bavai, and the 26th Infantry
Ragiment was similarly engaged in the Framerics area.

9th Infantry Division. The division continued to gain ground
on the right of the ccrps, while progressing eastward toward its
olbjective of seizing Meuse River crossings south of Namur.

On the division right, the 60th Infantry Regiment advanced to
within two kilometers of the Meuse River at Maurenne and Rigmont,
between Dinant and Givet. North of the 60th, the 39th Infantry
Regiment approached the west bank of the Meuse River north and west
of Dinant, where, at the end of the day, it began encountering small
arus, mortar, and artillery fire. The 47th Infantry Regiment was in
rescrve and protected the division rear. During the day, the regiment
moved from Barbencon to Flavion, 14 kilometers west of Dinant.

4th Cavalry Group. The group continued reconnaissance along the
Meuse River. Elements south of Givet were relieved during the day
by units of the US V Corps and assembled near Rcsee, two kilometers
southwast of Flavion.

German Situavion

Lt 1800 hours, the German Sesventh Rrmy took over the sector of
the Fifth Penzer Brmy, with its right boundary iunning through
Loewen-Hasselt-Maastricht, and its left through Charleville-Libramont-~
Indernach, There was a thinly manned front from Loewen to Wavre,
south to Nemur, thence to Charleville,

LXXIV Corps. In the center of the Seventh Army line, facing
the laft flank of the VII Corps, LXXIV Corps was in task force
formstion with the 116th Panzer Division, northeast of Charleroi, in
the area from Fleurus northeast 13 kilometers to Gembloux. To the
south, the 347th Infantry Division was blocking the crossings over
the Sambre River between Chatelet and Nawmur, However, heavy pressure
from th-~ 3d Arrored Division moving out of Charleroi, and the dispo-
sitions cf the 1llé6th Panzer Division which left the 347th's rignt
flank unprotected, forced the 347th to fall back to positions just
east of Namur, thence south along the east bank of the Meuse River
to Lustin,

I SS Panzer Corps. On the left of the Seventh Rrmy line, the
I SS Panzer Ccrps, with remnants of the 2d, 2d S5, 1lst SS, and 12th
SC ranz-r Divisions, was defending the Mecuse River line from Lustu.n,
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south to Tharleville. The 3d Armored Division's assault on Namur
threatcned to envelop the corps! north flank. Since the reserves
were not available for & counterattack to recapture Namur, the corps
bent back its right wing and committed its last weak reserve, the
reconnaissance battalion of the .2th SS Panzer Division near Ohey

to establish 3 security screen along the south bank of the Meuse River.
This, however, left a gap between the I SS Panzer Corps and the

LXXIV Corps to its right. To the left of the I SS Panzer was another
gap, approximately 20 kilometers, to the right flank of LXXX Corps,
German First Army, in the Sedan arca. At the time, the entire battle
strength of the I SS Panzer Corps was only three or four tanks and

a few scattered groups of riflemen.

S September

VII Corps Situation

Thz VII Corps advanced east, occupied Namur, and initiated
crossings over the Meuse River between Namur and Givet.

3d Ermored Division. CCB spent the day consolidating its
positions in the southern section of Namur and south three kilometers
along the Mesuse River to Wepion. CCR advanced from Charleroi and,
by midafternoon, was in Namur., In the ev .ning the command was
~»dered to occupy the northeast section of the city and secure crossing
sites over the Sambre River,

1st Infantry Division. Mopping up continued as German units
despzrately continued to try to escape to the east. Near Bavai,
elements of the 18th Infantry Regiment were heavily attacked and had
to bs reinforced by a strong combat patrol from the 26th Infantry
Regiment before the Germans, after suffering heavy casualties,
surrendered. Except for this action, the division completed the
mepping up operation against only scattered resistance.

9th Infantry Division. The division began crossing the Mecuse
River at midnight.

The 60th Infantry Regiment crossed in assault koats between a
point north of Heer and Blaimont. Enemy resistance was heavy and
scattered one of the asscault battalions, which leter reorganized on
the east bank, near Blaimont. By the end of the day, a bridgehead
one¢ kilometer deep had been established.

The 39th Infantry Regiment's crossing north of Dinant met equal
Gernman tenacivv, One battalion crossec unopposed at Yoir but was
ncavily opposed by German machine gun, mortar, and artillery fire
when it Lagen advancing scuth along the east ™ank of the river toward

Dinant. The other battalion in the midnight assault was repulsed north
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of Godinne, and forced to withdraw to the west bank in the area
around Rivere, about ten kilometers north of Dinant. In the late
afterncon, the reserve battalion crossed at Yoir and turned south
toward Dinant. At the end of the day the kridgehzad north of
Dinant was two kilometers deep.

The 47th Infantry Regiment was in reserve nuar Flavion,

4th Cavalry Group. The group assembled west of the Meuse River
in the ares of Miavoye,

Gorman Situation

LXXIV Corps. The 1lé6th Panzer Division wichdrew during the day
o the line Jauche~Ramillies-Offus, just north of the VII Corps area.
This move broke contact with the 347th Infantry Livision on its left.
Thet division, under heavy pressure from the 3d Rrmored Division,
F:11 back to positions extending from Hemptienne, south to Hanret,
thence 11 kilometers to Marche les Dames, on the Meuse River, seven
kilometzrs east of Namur.

I SS Panzer Corps. Both wings of the corps continued to be
threstened with envelopment as a result of the continued pressure
of thce 3d Ermored Division on the north and the US V Corps on the
south at Godinne. During the day the defense linz oi thz 2d 55
Panzcr Division, commanding remnants of the 12th SS snd 1lst SS Panzer
Divisions, was penetrated by the 9th Infantry Division between Givet
and Houx. In the course of heavy fighting, thesc latter penetrations
were confined to small bridgeheads.

6 _Scptember

VII Corps Situation

The corps advenced east, occupied Huy and strengthened its
bridgeheads across tne Meuse River between Houx and Givet,

3d Prmorced Division. Lack of fuel and lubricants prevented the
division from attacking as planned in the morning.

With gas supplies replenished shortly after noon, CCB, less an
armorcd task force attached to the 9th Infantry Division, began
moving to Huy. The command encountered only light resistance and,
by dark, had moved over 25 kilometers to the outskirts of the eity.
IL%ter clearing Namur of the remaining snipers and stragglers, CL?
Lcgan advancing toward Huy in the left of the division zone, north
¢l the Mzuse River., Opposition from small arms and antitank guns neas
Pontvillas was overcome, and the command was outposting Wanze and
Wanzoul, just northwest of Huy, by nightfall,
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1st Infantry Division. The lst Infantry Division initiated
movement east to Charleroi in the zone of the 3d Armored Division.

The 12th Infantry Regiment moved from an assembly arca in the
vicinity of Mons to Fosse, and the 26th Infantry Regiment advanced
irom Frameries to Charleroi. The 16th Infantry Regiment remained
ncar Mons, completing mopping up operations.

9th Infantry Division. The division continued to expand and
strengthen its bridgeheads across the Meuse River.

The 60th Infantry Regiment pushed its reserve battalions aciross
the river at Hermeton sur Meuse and the unit, moving against tank and
infentry opposition, captured Blaimont in the earliy evening.

The 39th Infantry Regiment, with a detachment of armor from the
3d Armored Division attached, organized its area and prepared for an
assault on Dinant. The 47th Infantry Regiment crossed thz river into
the 60th Infentry's bridgehead and took up positions, from two kilo-
meters south of Blaimont to Heer., In the afternoon, a small German
counterattsck south of Blaimont was repulsed with the aid of division
ertiliery.

4th Cavalry Group. The group remained in assembly areas near
{iavoye and prepared to cross the Meuse River in the 9th Infantry
Davision zone.

German Situation

The German Seventh Army continued to fsll back under heavy
pressure. E withdrawal vas ordered for the night 6/7 September to
the line Hasselt-east of Huy-Marche-Bouillon. The army now comprised
only badly decpleted divisions, and its commander ssked OB West for
at least five new divisions, OB West alerted its only available
raserve, the 9th Panzer Division, which was being reorganized, and
orczrad it to Aachen.

LXXIV Corps. The 347th Infantry Division's right wing withdrew
northeast to the Waremme arca, while the left was csught and mangled
by tiie 3d Lrmored Division's attack fror Namur.

I SS Panzer Corps. The 3d Rrmored Division's attack along the
Meuse forced the 2d SS Panzer Division to abandon its tenacious defense
agairst the 9th Infantry Division. The corps prepared to retreat to
the line east of Huy-Marche-St. Hubert-Bouillon.

D-23

— e o e E—— |




7_Scptember

VII Corps Situation

VII Corps troops advanced east along the Meuse River to Liege.
At the same time the 9th Infantry Division's bridgehead between
Houx and Givet was expanded to the northeast. Mopping up activity
of stragglers in the Mons-Bavai area and in the wooded sectors along
the Sambre River were brought to a close with approximately 30,000
prisoners of war taken during the entire period.

3d Brmored Division. Advancing on Liege, CCB made rapid progress
and was in the western section of the city by early evening. However,
CCi. zncountered antitank fire as it advanced and did not argive
northuicst of the city ontil late in the evening., The task force of
eraor wiich had been attached to the 9th Infentry Division was
rcleased during the day and moved to rejoin CCB at Liege. It
Livouaced for the night southwest of the city.

1st Infantry Division, The division moved cast behind the 3d
Frmored Division. The 13th Infantry Regiment encountered little
opposition and tcok up positions northwest of Namur at the end of the
day. The 26th Infantry was at 1'Angcl, and the 16th Infantry Regiment
moved to Huy, where it reclieved elcments of CCB.

9th Infantry Division. The division consolidated its positions
across the Meuse River, while advancing its front to the northeast.

The 60th Infantry Regiment, delayed by resistance in the wooded
area south of Celles, moved to positions south of Buissonville,
28 kilometers northeast of Givet. The 47th Infantry, in the left of
the division zone, began advancing northeast against scattered resis-
tance, reaching Ciney, where defensive positions were orgenized for
the night. The 39th Infantry Regiment, reinforced by a task force
of armor from the 3d Ermored Division, captured Dinant in the morning,
and moved northeast to assembly areas three kilometers south of Leigron.

4th Cavalry Group. The 4th Cavalry Group crossed the Meuse
River and screened the south flank of the corps, maintaining contact
with the US V Corps.

German Situation

The German Seventh Army‘'s command post at Chaudfontaine, just
southcast of Liege, was forced to move to Limbourg because of the
approach of the 3d Armored Division.

LXXIV _Corps. The LXXIV Corps was ordered to secure the gap
that had developed south of tiw Meuse River between it and the I SS
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Panzer Corps. To accomplish thiz, the corps ordered the remnants
of the 347th Infantry Division to disengage, pull beck via Tongres
to assembly areas east of Maastricht, and prepare to move and
organize a defense on the east bank of the Ourthe River from Esneux,
south of Liege, to the junction of the Ourthe and Ambleve Rivers,

I S5 Parzer Corps. ‘“The i2th SS Panzer Division's reconnaissance
battelion was swept aside just south of the Meuse River by elements
of tie 3a Ermored Division advancing on Liege. Further south, the
corps, under the combined attacks of the 9th Infantry Division and
units of the US V Corps, continued to shorten its line which now
extended from northwest of Durbuy through Marche and Jamelle, south-
east to St. Hubert. The corps overall combat strength was 800
riflemen and one tank.

8 September

VII Corps Situation

The corps completed the occupation of Liege and prepared to
continue its advance to the east. Resistance north of the Meuse
River between Namur and Liege ceased except for a few remaining
stragglers.

3¢ Armored Division. CCA cleared Licge, north of the river,
while CCR mopped up to the south. Both commands met little resistance.
The 33d IFrmored Reconnaissancc Bettalion moved east late in the after-
noon to reconnoiter Verviers,

1st Infantry Division. Still following the 3d Armored Division,
the 26th Infantry Regiment moved on the north flark of the advance,
and by late afternoon had elements in the northwestern fringes of
Liege and at Noville, 12 kiloweters northwest of the city. The 18th
Infantry Regiment advanced to a line extending from Horion to west
of Gleixhe, and the 16th Infantry Regiment remained at Huy to protect
the town and hold the bridges.

9th Infantry Division. The division advanced spproximately 35
kilometers to the northeast against scattered enemy resistance.

The 60th Infsentry Regiment attacked in the morning, brushed
aside opposition at Verlee and Borsu, and was in the area southeast
of Oufiet by early evening. The 39th Infantry Regiment, advancing
to tae left of the 47th, encountered intermittent resistance during
the day and, at the end of the period, was southwest of Villers le
Temzple. The 47th Infantry Regiment shuttled by truck to an assembly
arca south of Liegc.
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4th Cavalry Group. The cavalry moved east against some Germarn
resistance centered around roadblocks, and reached the line extending
from a point south of Bonsin, south vo the Hotten vicinity.

German Situation

The German Seventh Rrmy reorganized its forces in an attempt
to blunt the VII Corps' eastward edvance. The Ermy withdrew the
105th Panzer Brigade from the northern section of the front and
assigned it and the staff of the 89th Infantry Division to the LXXIV
Corps, while the 116th Panzer Division was transferred to the LXXXI
Corps. Boundaries were redrawn, with the Vesdre River the new koundary
between the LXXXI and LXXIV Corps and an eastward line from the
junction of the Ourthe and RAmu.eve Rivers the boundary between the
LXXIV and I SS Panzer Corps.

LXXXI Corps. The corps ordered the tank combat team of the
116th Panzer Division to Liege to relieve the defenders of the citadel
and prevent further 3d Prmored Division advance. The division reached
the Liege area at dusk, but turned back to Fleron when it learned
that the citadel, within the city, had apparently fallen.

The 49th Infantry Division was ordered to defend the east bank
of the Meuse River, north of Liege, from a point south of Vise to and
including Jupille, one kilometer northeast of Liege.

LXXIV Corps. Difficulties in the command of the 105th Penzer
Brigade, and lack of fuel, prevented the corps from bringing up the
brigade. The unit, which was to advance via Verviers, was immobilized
with its mein body south of the city.

The 89th Infantry Division, reinforced by two independent
battalions, was ordered into defensive positions along a line from
south of Pepinster, southwest to the ridgeline west of Theux. The
corps also brought forward, in trucks, the remnants of the 347th
Infantry Division, via Verviers, to the line Esneux south to the
mouth of the Ourthe and Embleve Rivers.

I SS Panzer Corps. Continued attacks by the 9th Infantry Divi-
sion and the US V Corps forced the corps to continue withdrawing
toward the Ourtlie River. It the end of the pericd, the right wing
of the corps was anchored at the junction of the Ourthe and Pmbleve
Rivers, and the left was at Houffalize.

9 September
VI1 Corps Situation

The corps advanced east to the vicinity of Verviers agsinst
stiffening ovpposition.
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3d Armored Division. Shortly beforec noon, CCB attacked south
of the Vesdre River, to secure the high ground south of Verviers,
Determined German resistance from tanks, antitank guns, and some
ertillery was encountered and the command was held shert of its
objective and forced to bivouac for the night in the area south of
Pepinster, southwest of Verviers.

CCA, on the left, moved east at noon north of the Vesdre River,
and met moderate resistance. By the end of the day, the command had
closed on the high ground north and northwest of Verviers in the
vicinity of the town of Pstit Recham.

The Reserve was ordered to follow CCB, but with that unit
slowed by German opposition the Reserve was still in the process of
crossing the Meuse River at the close of the day.

lst Infantyry Division., The division concentrated in the area
between Licge and Huy, where elements of the 3d Prmored Division
were relieved, The division prepared for an advance against the
German frontier,

S9th Infantry Division. The 60th Infantry R giment, cn the right,
moved in a motorized column from Ouffet to Polseur, where it crossed
the Ourthe River. The regiment continuved advancing east to Sprimont,
reducad a German strongpoint there, and then turned south three
kilometers to secure the bridges over the Pmblevz River at Pywaille,
At the end ol the day the regiment was bivouaced in the Aywaille arca.

The 39th Infantry Regiment moved out from Villers le Temple in
trucks, and advanced to the vicinity of CGomze Endaumont, where it
attacked ageinst tank, infantry, and mortar fire. Joined by a task
force from the 3d Ermored Division, the regiment quickly eliminated
the opposition, but because the armor had priority on the road the
advance was delayed, and defensive positions were teken up for the
night in the Louveigne area, just southwest of CGomze Endaumont.

The 47th Infantry Regiment wes attached to the 3¢ Armored
Division ard manned defensive points in Liege.

4th Cavalry Group. The group advanced east on the right of the
corps zcne, maintaining contact with the US V Corps and reaching the
general line running south from Hamoir to Manpesu.

German Situation

T..e German Saventh PArmy command post was moved to Monschau.

LXXXI Corps. The left flank of the 49th Infantry Division fell
back from Jupille after the loss of Liege to the 3d Armered Division,
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and the division secured the line Prgenteau-Richelle-Herve, connecting
with the 275th Infantry Division to the right, and the 116th Panzer

Division on the left. The 116th Panzer Division, under attack east
of Liege at Fleron by CCA, 3d Prmored Division, retrecated northeast
to the vicinity of Herve,

LXXIV Corps. The weak units of the 89th Infantry Division just
south of Pepinster were pushed back after hard fighting, by CCB,
3d Lrmored Division., The southernmost elements of the division were
not attacked and remained on the heights west of Theux. To the
southeast of the 89th Division, security elements of the 347th Infantry
Division were overrun by the 60th Infentry Regiment. %th Infantry
Division, in the Esneux-Embleve sector, Most of the team withdrew
under corps order, to the heights or both sides of La Reid, during
the night 9/10 Septemder.

I SS Panzer Corps. The corps held the Ourthe sector, both
flanks open, its right wing in front of the right flank of the 9th
Infantry Division and the 4th Cavalry Group, and its left facing the
US V Corps. During the night 9/10 September, the corps withdrew to
the line extending from just soutlwest of Jahoster through Stoumont
and L.erneux, to Trois Vierges.

10 September

VII Corps Situation

Positions in the Verviers vicinity were consolidated as the corps
continued its eastward advence in preparation for a drive into Germany.
The Germans continued a stubkborn delaying action throughout the period.

3d Armored Division. On the right, south of the Vesdre River,
CCB secured the area south and southeast of Verviers, and conducted
vigorous patrolling eastward to a line extending south from Limbourg.
Operating north of the Vesdre and east of Verviers, CCA consolidated
and improved defensive positions during the day. B tank battalion
with infantry elements moved north to secure the road junctions of
Herve and Micheroux.

1lst Infantry Division., The division crossed the Meuse River at
Liege and moved to positions in the vicinity of Herve, within 20 kilo-
meters of the German border, and prepared to continue the advance to
the West Wall and Aachen.

9th Infantry Division. The 60th Infantry Regim:nt attacked
soutii from the vicinity of Zywaille to destroy German troops ratreating
nortieast, east of the Ourthe River, in front of the extrame left flark
of the 4th Cavalry Group. Because of a lack of fuel, the infantry
jumpzd off without armor support. Overcoming & series of roadblocks,
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the regiment established contact with the 4th Cavalry and, by the

end of the day, the regiment was outposting @ line from Bwan south-
east to Werbomont., The 39th Infantry Regiment remainec nesr Louveigne,
sending one of its battalions to the Hoigne River at Theux to assist
slements of the 3d Ermored Division. The battalion crossed over the
river and occupied the hagh ground north of Oneux, two kilometers
northeast of Theux. The 47-h Infantry Regiment assembled near Beaufays,
nine kilometers southeast of Liege.

th Cavalry Group. The 4th Cavalry Group advanced toward Stavelot,
maintaining contact with the 4th Infantry Division to the right and
the 9th Infantry Division to the left,

Gzrman Situation

LXXXI Corps. The 275tl Infantry Division, on the ncrthern edge
oi thz VII Corps zonc, occupied the positions Vise~Argentcau-Richelle-
Neufchateau, To its left were the remnants ¢f the 49th Infantry
Division (generally northeast of Liege on the line Argenteau-Herve),
and thc 116th Panzer Division. When the US lst Infantry Division
attacked the 116th Panzer Division, it was forced to withdraw to
blocking positions on both sides of the Liege-Bachen road, southwest
of Henri Chapelle, with its right flank echelloned toward Aubel,

With its left flank thus threatened, the 43th Infantry Division with-
drew to positions on the heights south of the Berwinne stream, with
its right wing connecting with the 275th Infantry Division at
Neuichateau and its left with the 116th Panzer Division south of Aubel.

LXXIV Corps. The 105th Panzer Brigade was ccmmitted in the
Limbourg area and engaged elements of the 3d Rrmored Division. The
347th and 89th Infantry Divisions, threatened with envelopment from
the ncrth by the 3d Armored Division, retreated toward the woody,
swampy terrain of the Hohe Venn. At the end of the day, ihe 89th
Division was in the area south of Jalhay, while the 347th Division,
to the south, was along a line extending frem Xhoffraix, four kilometers
northecast of Malmedy, to Waimes.

I SS Panzer Corps. The corps' withdraval during the night of
9/10 Scptemlzr was followed up by the 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th
Division, which applied pressure from the Polseur-Aywaille area toward
Werbormont and the 4th Cavelry Group from Hamcir and Hampeau toward
Stavelot. The exhausted units of the corps wers unable to organize
an cifective defensey so the corps continued withdrawing during the
night 10/11 September to the line Francorchamps, seven kilometers
northeast of Stavelot-Trois Ponts-Vielsam-Trois Vierges.
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11 September

VII Corps Situation

Continuing the advance northeastward, VII Corps occupied Eupen
and concentrated troops near the frontier in preparation for an
attack across the German border.

3d krmored Division. The divisior attacked toward Eupen with
combat commands abreast, CCA on the left and CCB on th~ right,

By 1700, both task forces of CCh, advancing against opposition
from infantry, tanks and artillery, were outposting the commanding
terrain five kilometers north of Eupen, near the villages of Lontzen
and Walhorn. CCB moved northeast to take Eupen with Task Force King
on the laft, and Task Force Lovelady on the right, Task Force Love-
lady swung southeast, then north and approached EFupen from the south,
Task Force King successfully bypassed resistance in the Limbourg
vicinity and reached the objective at 1600. The Reserve followed CCB
and, at thz end of the day, was securing Eupen, while the task forces
continued moving to assembly areas four kilometers northeast of the
city.

lst Tnfantry Division. On the left of the corps zone. the
division continued to maneuver its regiments for an assault on the
West Well and RBachen.

During the day, against scattered German rearguard action, the
18th Infantry Regiment took Charneux, three kilometers northeast of
Herve; the 26th Infantry Regiment secured limited cbjectives east
of Hervc; and the 16th Infantry Regiment pushed one of its battalions
northeast to Henri Chapelle, seven kilometers north of Limbourg.

Oth Infantry Division. Shortly after ncon, the two battalions

£ chc 39th Infantry Regiment west of the Hoigne bejen moving across
the river at Theux, The regiment then continued advancing northeast,
south of Verviers, and at the end of the day was deployed along a line
extending from Sohan, one-and-a-half kilometers southeast of Pepinster,
thence southeast to Neufmarteau. The 47th Infantry Regiment moved
from Beaufays to an assembly areca just northeast of Vervizrs, and the
60th Infantry Regiment assembled in positions northeast of Sprimont.

4th Cavalry Group. The group secured Mslmedy and had reconnais-
sance elements along the general line running from Liecge through
Malmedy southwest to Vielsalm.

German Situation

Only elements of the LXXXI Corps were actively engaged with VII
Corps, as the remainder of the German forces began retiring behind the
tizst itlall.
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LXXXI Corps. On the southern flank of the corps the 49th Infantry
and 1l6th Panzer Divisions fell back in front of the 1lst Infantry
Division attack. The 116th Panzer Division retreated to the line
epproximately saven kilometers northeast of Henri Chapelle, extending
from Hombourg southeast to Moresnet, thence to Hergenrath., The 49th
Infantry Division, on the right of the 116th, fell back to positions
running from Fouron St, Martin to Hombourg.

During the day elements of the 9th Panzer Division, finally
becoming available to Seventh Brmy, and the 105th Panzer Brigade
were attached to LXXXI Corps to attempt to establish a defensive
front around Eupen, However, the 3d Brmored Division broke through
this defense and penetrated into the city. The remnants of the
defenders assembled at Eynatten, eight kilometers northeast of Eupen.

12 September

VII Corps Situetion

By the close of the day the four major components of the corps
w:re roughly abreast, with the 4th Cavalry Group on the southern
flank, the 9th Infantry Division in the right center, the 3d Armored
Division in the left center, and the 1lst Infantry Division on the
left (northern) flank.

3d Rrnored Division., Elements of CCE moved northeast and
sdvanced to the dragon tooth obstacles in front of the West Wall,
just west of Walheim, while units of CCB penetrated the German border
north of Rotgen.

1st Infantry Division. The 18th Infantry Regiment, involved In
periodic firefights all day, advanced northeast almost 15 kilcmeters
to @ line running southwest from the high ground neer Gemmenich to
Hombourg., The l6th Infantry Regiment moved from Henri Chapelle north-
cast to Moresne', where a fierce firefight developed. This opposition
was reduced by midafternoon, and elements of the regiment pushed to
tae German border and entered the Bachen Stadt Forest, southeast of
Gemmenich, The 26th Infantry was in reserve and advanced northeast
from Herve, nine kilometers, to the vicinity of Aubel.

9th Infentry Division. The division remained in place, sending
out reconnaissaince parties to the east, in preparation for movement
the following day.

4cih Cavalry Group. The 4th Cavalry Group advanced east against
sporadic small arms and artillery fire to the general line extending
from Heverce, south, through Waimes and Born to St, Vith.
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German Situation

r"‘\

The only unit actively engaged with VII Corps was the 1l6th
Panzer Division which contested the lst Infantry Division advance
on Pachen., The 116th withdrew after hard fighting and took up
positions in the southern section of the city.

PiCLhiet it
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German Situation

The only unit actively engeged with VII Corps was the 116th
Panzer Division which contested the lst Infantry Division advance
on Pachen, The 116th withdrew after hard fighting and took up i
positions in the southern section of the city.
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VII Corps Order of Battle
14 Bugust 1944

Headquarters Units

1st Infantry Division

3d

16th Infantry Regiwent
18th Infantry Regiment

26th Ingantry Regiment
1lst Reconncissance Troop (Mecz)
lst £ngineer Combat Battalion
lst Medical Battalion
Division Rrtillery
7th Field 2rtillery Battalica (105Smm how)
323 Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how)
33d Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how)
S5th Field Rrtillery Battalion (155mm how)
Attachments
103d RRR AW Battalion (Mobile)
18th Field Prtiilery Group (1-31 Bug)(Hq & Hq Btry 1 Sept)
188th Field Artillery Battalion (155m how)
957th Field Frtillery Battalion (155mm how)
Battery "B" 380th Field Prtillery Battalion (15Smm gun)
Battery "B" 13th Field Prtillery Observation Batczlion
745th Tenk Battalion
635th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed)
634th Tenk Destrover Battalion (SP) (-Company "C":

Prmored Division

36th Ermored Infancry Regiment
328 Rrmored Regiment
33d Rrmored Regiment
23d Brmored Engineer Battalion
833 RArmored Reconnaissance Battalion
143d Prmored Signal Company
Division Ertillery
391st Armored Field Prtillery Battalion (105mm how SP)
67th Ermored Field Artillery Battalion (1lOSmm how SP;
S4th Armored Field Ertillery Battalion (105mm how SP)
Lttachments
486th ARA AW Battalion (SP)
87th Ermored Field Rrtillery Battalion (10Smm how SP)(to 28 Rug)
991st Field Artiliery Battalion (155mm gun SP)
60th Field 2rtillery Battalion (9th Infantry Division)(105mm how)
(14-25 FRug)
703d Tank Destroyer Battalion
Detachments
Task Force King CCB (5-6 Sep)(to 9th Infantry Division)
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Comlat Command Organizstion:

Combat Command A
32d Prmored Regiment (-2¢ Battalion)
13t Rattalion, 36th 2Armored Infantry Regiment
one company, 23d Rrmored Engineer Battalion
one comrpany, 703d Tank Destroyer Battalion
ore company, 45th Mcdical Battalion
67th Armored Field Artillery Battalinn
54th Prmored Field Brc¢illery Battalion
detachment of maintenance buttalion

Cyinha~ Command B
33d Ermored Regiment (-3d Battalion)
2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
one company, 23d Armored Fngineer Battalion
one company, 703d Tsnk Destroyer Battalion
one company, 45th Medical Battalion
351st Rrmored Field Artillery Battalion
87th Armored Field Artiliery Battalion
detachment of maintenance battalion

Division Reserve
2d battalion, 32d Armored Regiment
3d Battalion, 33d Rrmored Regiment
3¢ Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
one company, 23d Ermored Engineer Battalion
one company, 4Sth Medical Battalion .
cric company, 703d Tank Destroycr Pattalion
991st rrmorad Ficld Artillery Battalion
1633 nrmorcd Field Artillepry Battalion
decachment of maintensnce battalion

4tk Infantry Division (to 22 Eugust)

tir Infantrv Regiment

12th lniasntry Regiment

22d Infartry Regiment

4¢h Reconnaissance Troop (Mecz)

4tn Eagineer Combat Battalion

4th Medical Battalion

Divi-~icn Artillery
2¢th Field Brtill-ry Ba:itzlion (i03%mm how)
423 Field BArtillery Battalion (105mm how)
44th Field Ertillery Battalion (105nm how)
20t Fiela AErtillery Battalion (155mm how)

Lttachments
377 .h +1P AW Battalion (Mobile}
163d Field artillery Be-telion (15%mm how) (to 17 Aug)
7Cth Tank Battalion
759th Tank Battalion
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{ oth Infantry Division
39th Infantry Regiment
47th Infantry Regiment
60th Infantry Regiment
gth Reconnaissance Troop (Mecz)
15th Engineer Combat Battalion
9th Medical Battalion
Division Artillery
26th Field Artillery Battalion (10Smm how)
60th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how)
34th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how)
34th Field BArtillery Battalion (155mm how)
Attachments
376th P1A BW Battaiion (Mobile)
951st Fiedl Artillery Battalion (155mm how)
690th Field Ertillery Battalion (105mm how)
Battery "A" 981st Field Artillery Battalion (155mm gun)
Battery "B 13th Field Artillery Observation Battalion
746th Tank Battalion
Task Force King CCB 3d Armored Division (5-6 Sep)
Hq and Hq Battery 188 Tield Artillery Group (5 Sep)
981st Field BArtillery Battalion (155mm gun)(5-17 Sep)
6zvth Tenk Dastroyer Battalion (SP)(16-25 Eug)

VIT Corps frtillery
(__ 1.3th ield Obscrvetion Battalion (-Batteries "A" & "B™)

Eattcry "A", 17th Field Lrtillery Obscrvation Battalion

1422 Field Artillery Group
980th Field BArtillery Battalion (-Battery "&A7)(155mm gun)
981st Field Artillery Battaelion (-Battery "A")(155mm gun (to 5 Sep)
195th Field Artillery Battation (S" hLow)

188th Field Artillery Group
172d FPield Artillery Battalion (4.5" gqun)
183d Field Artillery Battalion (155mm how)(17 Rug)
18th Field Artillery oattalion (105mm how)

987th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm gun SP)

58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how SP)
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German Order of Battle
(units facing US VII Corps)

13 August

Szventh German Army
LVIII Panzer Corps
708th Infantry Division
Reconnaissance Battalion 9th Panzer Division

Eberbach Panzer Group
ist SS Panzer Division

27 BAugust

First German Army
43th Infantry Division
elements of 9th SS Panzer Division

LVIIT Panzer Corps
remnandt of 9th Panzer Divisic:
remnants of Panzer Lenr Division

8 September

Seventh German Army
LXXXI Corps
116th Panzer Division
49th Infantry Division
LXXIV Corps
105th Panzer Brigade
remnants of 347th Infantry Division
elements of 85th Infantry Division
I 35S Panzer Corps
2d SS Panzer Division
remnants of 12th SS, 1lst SS Panzer Divisions
elements of 2d Panzer Division
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WERTHER, 13 AUGUST-12 SEPTEMBER 1944

Date Weather
August 13 Clear, visibility unlimited
14 Clear, visibility unlimited
15 Warm, clear, visibility excellent
16 Warm slightly cloudy, visibility good
17 Clear, visibility fair, improving during the afternoon
18 Warm, clear to slightly cloudy, visilility excellent
19 Warm and raining during the latter part of the period,
visibility good to fair
20 Fair until evening, then unsettled with rain
21 Rain throughout the period, visibility poor
22 Fair, occasional showers, visibility poor
23 Clear first part of the period, ligh* rain after 1800
visibility good to poor
24 Varm and cloudy with rain, cleared about 1630, visibility
fair to good
25 Cleer, visilbility unlimited
26 Clear, Visibility good
27 Clear, visibility good
28 Clear, visibility good
29 Moderate rain, visibility poor (Germans say very cloudy, dry)
30 Cloudy, visihility poor
31 Clear in morning, internittent showers during afternoon
Septzmber
1 Clear, Visibility aood
2 Generally clear, cioudy in la.e afternoon, visibility good
3 Cool and cloudy, visibility good
4 Clear, visibility good
5 Generally clear, visibility good
6 Cllear early part of the period, rain late evening,
visibilaty good to poor
7 Cloudy and rain, clearing later afternoon, visibility
poogr to fair
§ Clear in morning, light scattered showers in afternoon,
visibility poor to fair
9 Clear and cold, visibility good
12 Clear, visibility good
11 Cleay visibility good
12 Cleer, visibility good
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13 August ~ 12 September 1944
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)
. ', . Most or Corpy comsolidatu.i matrellung bJ Del .. [ .
: 3hD; 91D ele~ents ottack; & Cav Gp raaches
Mal-... !
| | .
N } ° orps a'pimicncs Gurman boidery 1D & 3?\[1 Del .. 8.0 P .
' srracr in ¥y 3PD takes Eupen; 91U ~onsolie-
; daresi 4 Cav Gp securys Malmady ] }
Ve . . Korps r ucCtes . ran tord:r ¢ Siegfried De? . 3% R
L.n. 8331N5t .nereas.nq -zsistance l
Teta D.stonce hdvanced: 6/5.0 km .. $9.0  |206.0 | 410.0
Iviraje Distence per Dasr 21,2 km (31 days) 6.6(% | 2,3 4.4
Davs ho. Advancina® 3 (10%) I day:) days) l days)*

#14 ad.nostrat.ve =oves are excluded, total advance vas 170 km in S days or 34.07duy.
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\. US 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
13 August ~ 8 September 1944

f [Ergagement {Missior Defenders Distance Advanced
Date Ipssygnation |Fector Remarks Posture fntensc |Mcderate| Slight [Heglig:lle
PDppositnjOppositn|Oppositn [Opposition
Aug 13 Falaise~ 8 Attack fyrom Mayenne R. line w/d . . . . 10.0 10.0
Argentan
14 Falaise- 3 Advance continue, on Briouze~Falaise W/d . 6.0 .. N
Y Argentan axis against spotty rssistance
] 19 Falaise- ] Div elements resach oliectaive line § wW/d .. 6,0 .. ..
3 Argentan await British arravai from N
14 Falaise~ 8 Remainder of Div reaches Briouze- W/4 .. 4.0 .
2 Argentan Fromentel Road, objective line
174 . .. . . IConsolidation & reorganizataon in N .. . e .. P
3 23 assembly area
24 L .. . . Adm move to Courville sur Rure .. .. .. . P(150)
28 ... . « [|Rdm move to vicimity of Ls Ferte starts .. .. .. .. P(90)
I
24 .. . .« . Inactive, move completed, przpare to . . . .. . . P
cross Seine R,
2n ... . Crosses Seine; follows 3AD in left of . . .. P{S0)
Corps zone
2%, .. .. Acm move contirues to Meaux area . .. . . .« . P(30)
29 .. . . . |IAdm move continues o vicinity of . . . . F(40)
Villers Cottersts i
3a ... .. Adm move continues to vicinity H01550n5; .. . . .. .. B(30)
some enemy artillery fire enccuntered
3y ... . « [(Dav protects Corps left from Soxssons to . . .. PN 5 . P(20)
Laon; adm 2dv to NE containues to vicinity
Laon
Sen 1 ., .. . » |Adm adv behand 3AD continues to vicinity .. - .. .o PL32)
Marie; flank protection mission unchanged;
2 ... . . Some resistance met as Div appr FPvesnes W/d . . .. .. 40.0
3| Mons~- 7 Considerable resistance at Bava. and Del .. .. 22,0 .
Maubeuge Maube age as cut-off German forces try to
fight way to east
4 Mons- 7 Hard fighting as Mons i1s clear:c Lel .. 15.0
Maubeugz
5t Mons~ 8 Div in essentially defensive posture against A (Nc advance attemptei)
Maulbeuge repeated attacks by retreating Germans
8 ... . . Iadm adv to Charleroyr a left of Corps zone; W/d . . . 0.0 23.2
continued mopping-up in Mons area
71 ... ! . . [Move continues to Nemur srea; little W/a .. .. 1C.C 20.¢
rasistance
8 . .. .. Adv continues te vicinity Liege while wW/d . . . o . 55,3
prolecting Corps left
Total Distance Advanced: 679.0 km .. 31,0 52.0 596.9
Fverage Distance per Day: 25.1 km (27 days) 7.8(4 1 20.8(25] S1.3(11.%
Days Not Advancing: 9 (33.3%) days) duys) days)*

*1f administrative moves are excluded, total advance was 153 km an 2.5 days, or 43.7/day.
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US 3D ARMORED DIVISION OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
13 August - 12 September 1944

‘:‘ ™ Engagement | Missior] . Defender Discance Advanced
te DBeignat.on Factor Remarks Sosture [[ntense |Noderate| S1ight |Negillgible
PDppositn] Oppositn jppositn [Opposition
Aug 13| Falaise- 9 [Attack from Mayenne R bridgehead at wW/d .. . 35.0 .
Argenven Mayenne; adv to Ranes
4 ., ., . 6 Intense resistance at Ranes Del 2.0 . ..
15 . .. 6 Intense resistance at Ranes continues Del | 2.0 . - .
]
8 . .. 6 Riv contanues toward Fromentel Del | . 6.0 . e ! .
1% ... 7 Resistance stiffens in Fromentel-fcouche Del 3.0 .o . i .
area; objective line reached ; .
s ... e . Div consclidates on objectiv: line ’ . . .. . . « . g P
i . 1 |
1 L., { . . |[Consol.dat:on & r20ri@ni1zation :n ! R .. .. i P
24 asserlly area !
3 22; . . .. IF:* Tove to Cratcanncuf .. P T .. . P(110)
3 23! P .+ (Inactive; move completed .. .. .. .. P
;; 24! . e . . |pdm move to Chevannes-Tilly urea .. .. - .. T(130)
i
2 25} . e . . {Inactive; move completed .. .. .. .. P
26|Sexne- 9 Adm crossing of Scinej adv NE toward w/d .. . .. " 35,0
|Marne Chatvau Thaerry~Soissons :
27;}arne R 9 Adv continues on broad front ac:eoss W d P .. .. 75,0
% Mcrne through Meaux
28} e . . Right passes through Chateau Thierry; v/d .. .. .. 63.0
i left reaches Soissins
{
29 Aisne R 9 Aisne R crossed; mostly consolidationh W/d .. .. .. 18.2
I
Solkxsnc R- ¢ 9 Acv continucs to Laon,resistance slaght Dz1 . . .« . 16.0 \ ..
{ Laon } tut increasing
|
3L ... . . |pdv continues to Vervins~Rethel line W/d .. . e
Sep 1 . .. . . laxis shifted to M: adv toward Mons, I pa .. .. 22.0 .
Inew olLjective
2' Mons- 5 Drive reaches lions w/d .. .. .. 40.0
. Maubeuge
3I PN .. D:lay Jdue to lack of fuel; consolidation . . .. . .. F
4 Meuse R 5 CCA, on leit, held up by resistance near D:1 .. .. . . 45.9
! Charlero:; CCB, on riasht, reaches Meuse
at Namur
‘ |
S Meuse R 7 Ccrsoladation in Namur w/u P . . 1..0
G}chse R 7 After fuel delay,adv continues E W/a .. . . 28.0 ..
7, Liege 7 Div reaches Liege w'a .. . PV
i
gL, W . Consclidaiion, r:connaissance to & .. .. .. .. n-3
1
% Verviers 7 Rav appr Verviers D21 .. .. 17,0
1 ... . . |Consolidation of Verviers; recon to E ol .. 3.0 .. ..
11 Zapen 3 “uapen seized against ingreasing resistance  Del .. 11.0 ..
N .. . . |V:gorous patrol’ing to frontier and Del .. . 6.C
S:egfriec Line
Tural Diutance sdvanced: 687.0 km 9.0 20.7% 162.0 498.0
~veraqe D.stanre per Dey: 27,2 km (31 days) D.3(3 6.7(3 | 20.3(8 S3.0(9
Days Not Advencing: 7 (22.6%) days%glﬁ days) cays) days)¥®

*If admimistretive moves are excluded, total advance was 163 km in 4 days, or 40.3+dav,
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US 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION OPERATICNAL SUMMARY
15 Rugust « 10 Septemter 1944

Engagement | Missior Defender Distance Rdvanced
Date Pesignationy Factor Remarks Posture {LNtense {Moderate| Slight |Negligible
Oppositn|Oppositn|Cppos .tn [Opposition
Aug 1§ Falaise- Div enters line between 3AD and 1ID Del .. .. 6.0 .
Ergentan
1¢ Falaise~ Adv continues toward objective line Del . . 8.0 . . ..
Argentan
17] Falaise- Div reaches oljective line w/d . . 3.0 .. ..
Arjentan
184 . .. Consolidation & rzorganization in .. . . . .. P
20 assembly area
20 ... Adm move to Mortagne .. .. . P, 60)
22 .. . Inactive; move completed . 5 . PN .. P
2y . .. Adm move to Verneuil . “ .. . P(50)
24 . .. Inactive; move completed e . . .. P
25 . . . Adm move to vicinity of Corbeil . .. .. .. P{130)
26 ... Inactive; move completed .. .. .. .. F
2 ... Cross Seine; follow 3AD in right of- .. . - .. .. P(49)
Corps zone
23 ... Adm move continues .. .. . . .. P(35)
290 . .. Adm move contanues to Chateau Thierry .. .. .. .. P(40)
o ... Adr move continues to Aisne R. . . . . .. .. P(35)
3y ... Resastance en~puntered near Rozoy; Div w/d .. .. .. 48.0
becomes center unit in Corps zone i
Sep 1 .. Adv continues to vicimity of Veovins W/d .. .. 25.0 .
2 . . Adv into Belarum to Chenay W/d . . . 24,0
¥ .. . Adv eastward through Florennes & w/d . - . . 32.C
Philappeville
a4 . Div res~hes Meuse near Dinant w/d . 22.¢ NN )
S Mease R Crossing &gainst cubstantial resistarnce Del 1.0 .. . .
6l Meuse R Resistance continues intense; Dinant Dal 2.0 .. . . .
encircled
7} heuse R Bradgehead consolidated; Dinant secured; W/d . . 3.0 . . ..
advance continuzs
8 ... Rdv eastward; negligible resistanrce w/d .. .- 37.0 .
9l Ourthe R River crossed nesr Aywaille Del .. . 11.0 .
o . .. Adv E slowed ly iack of fuel for sup- .. .. . . 9.0 .
porting teniks
Tota. Dastance Advenced: 626.0 km 3.0 41.0 112,0 470.,0
Average Die~-nce per Day: 23,2 km (27 days) 1.5(2 1 1¢.3¢4 | 18.7(6 52.2(9
Days Not Ac:-ancing: S (10.5%) days) days) days) days)*
i

*If administrative moves are excluded, total advanie was
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Analysis of Advance Rates of the VII Corps,
3d Armored Division, lst Infantry Division,
ard 9th Infantry Division

The matrix analysis sheets present in tabular fcrm on a daily
basis al. data assambled for this study from World War II records
that appe 3r to have a relation to the rates of advance of the US
VII Corps and its three component divisions during the period 14
August-12 September 1944, The effect of Allied air power, with
aircraft ¢lmost constantly overhead in daylight hours almost every
day, was p ‘obably greater than suggested by the indicated specific
instances (f close support in the corps zone of advance,

From t.is materix the following comments are made:

1. The effect on rates of advance of major obstacles, even
when not seriously defended, is clearly demonstratzed o che matrix
analysis char:s,

2. Fluctiations in rates of advance appear to be¢ more signi-
ficantly affec:ed by okstacles and by intensity of hostile opposi-
tion than by f«rce ratios,

3., Weather appears to have little effect upon rates of advance
where resistanc: is scattered and the road net is good.

4, It seens possible to sustain tactical administrative march
rates of 55-60 liilometers per day, despite necessary security measures
to meet possibl:, though unexpected, opposition on the march and in
bivouac,

5. Major obstacles do not appear to affect tactical admini-
strative march rates.

D-47




KEY TO ABBREVIRTIONS AND VRLUES ANALYSIS MATRICES

General

Pause ..., P Yes ., . R ¢

Unknown . ., U Not Applicable . NA

Roadnet Mobility Factors

Normal Values

Unlimited cross-country movement . . . . 1.0 .
Good roadnet . . . . . 00000 .. 0.7-0.9 .
Feirroadnet . . . . . . v v v ¢ ¢ o 0.4-0.6 .
Poor road net e v e e e s e e e e s 0.1-0.3 .
Impassabie terrain C s e e s e e e e 6.0
Mission Variables
Unlimited e e e e e e e a e e e e e e e e
Related to specific objectives or contingencies
Related to adjacent units acvance e e e e
Limited by righer authority control . . . . . .
L o 41 e

Dn
Sa

o
;

/4
Dzl

Exceptional Obstecles to Advancs

L
[ [« B ]
[{S Vs o]

U NN

= River F1 = Flooded area FZ = Fortified Zone

= Exceptionally effective demolitions Ur = Urban area

= Sabotage by local populace Ds = Desert
Intensity of Opposition to Advance

Intense M = Moderate S = Slight N = Negligille

Left flank units C
. Right flank units S

Situation on Flanks

= Comparable advence F
= Slower advance T

Readiness Condition

D-4%

I

Faster advance
Flank threstened

Fr = Fresh W = Weary
T = Tired E = Exhausted
Posture - Mission
tiithdrawal HD = Hasty Defense FD = Fortified Defense
Delay PD = Position Defense
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ANALYSIS OF RATE OF ADVANCE US VII CORPS, 13 MJAUST-12 “FTPTIMBIP | 144
-— I re.TTr v
norter ot Daee T 1 3 31 _ 4 s . 6 ? 8 9 T w T T o T Taa s T ot o
T TTetes Ko 13114 [ 15 T3 37 ] 18 LA TN T I 2 B N O t- 27 1 28 1 e o T
- nel 4 4t - AL O - .
g KRial UEE B IR 2 1 |
Y Wert ey oot N, L Y 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9, 0.7 | 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.0 0.9 1.0 . f
. SRR A T et Lat 11 (no chenge) . |
e, (mabriiind 0.5 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 . .- e ! .. . .. .. 0.8 (no :hanqe)l i
53 Roadret (mehiaty? 1 0.9 (na change) . |
J VoML 0M0 Obstacyes . .. i « . .. e . . .. L P “ . . R R « R . ! .
! t
. Somparatsve Factors-Force Ratio (raw) 5.0 i(estimate) . 5.0 .. .. e e .. .. .. . 6.0 1 6,0 6.0 6.0 5.0 S0 3
v fonce Rat.e (varialles considered) 7.0 {(estimate) .. 7.0 . .. s . .. .. .. 8.0 ' 8.0 8.0 7.5 7.5 i b 5 4
: Reietive Corhat Iffectiveness 0.8 |(estimate; no{change) | !
3 Relstave Morshaty Characteristics 1.0 f(est)] 1.0 1.0 20} e | oo oo Lol oo oo L4 e 16| 18 14l o1a s
Wy imtensity of Comhat:  Attacker u (no change) i
Defender u \no .hange) - | ‘ AN
irtensity of Oppesition to Acvance S M M M L] P P raN_| P-N | P-N l JEh L BN N , N L KN 3 N >
40 ] 4 I SO ,
RE 35 , 1 ’ Tt * -
1 Distance 29 g ! | . - .. TR T
Ravanced ic ~. ' P Y . -
in Xas, 0 hataledainbatd ""“‘4-“._,‘ RS ! ! :
H .
naily Rate (P = Fause) 26 s . 4 ' s 3 P i P F Ped48 | P-43 | P-4F | P-48 | P-48 | 35 "5, 63 19 16 29 2
J.malative D.stance Advanced 26 3+ 34 40 43 43 13 a3 91 | 139 187 [235 ‘ta2s3 | 318 | s8s 406 | 425 441 458 | 425
’ Cumilatnive Dnly Rate 26,0 15.0% 11.3; 10.0 3.6 7.2 6.1 S.4l 10,11 3.9 17,0 19.6f 21.8| 22,7 22.9, 25.4] 25.0] 24.5 28,71 Déyy
I < Mslative Rate: Intense Opp. .. PR | . . o . s P . .. . . P B . ’ . . .
B Moderate Opp., .. 4.0 401 4.7 45, L. .. A . P - . e FEP R . . . ..
«3 Slignt Opp. 26,07 . . N e e .. . . . e . . . .. . . . 21,0 . e 27,7
3 Negligable Opp. .. .. .. c .. .. . 43,0 3.0, 48.)| 48.0) ew.0l 45.8 42.9] 45.4| 42.4{ .. a0l L%
A N
3 Defending Forces: Readiness Condition E E F E E P P P P P E |3 P P T T T i 13 W W
Posture-Mission w/d Del Dol Del Del | . o .o .. PR .. .. .. w/g W/d w/d W/g Del Ww/d Ded
Casualties 1] (no change) '
% :
Air Support Present Y Y Y Y b4
- Lor.otacs=General 0.8 (est.) 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.¢ 0.8 0.5 0.t 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 .8 9.8 2.8 0.8 u.8
Lojistacs~Specafac |
3 Days Without Pause 20 1+ 12 13 14 P 3 P 4 P P P P 1 z 3 4 5 3 7
Casualties Since ’I:ause u (no change)
E hdvancing Forces: Reaminess Condition Fr Fr T T T P P P P P P P P fr Fr Fr Fr Fr T T
Hission 2-3 2-3 2-3 2-3 2-3 .. . . .. 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Casudlties 225 126 241 191 2¢e 34 34 22 S 0 2 S 37 49 54 €9 42 39 44 S0
G * 0.3 0.2 9.3 0,2 03 - - - - - - - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Y Air Support Present k4 Y Y Y bt Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
T Logistics-General 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9
= Logistacs~Specafic
Days Without Pause 1 2 3 4 S F P - P P P ? P 3 2 3 4 4 3 7
Casualties Since Pause| 225 315 592 783 |1,042 : .. . . .. . o 49 103 172 214 253 297 347,
x 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.0 1.4 . .« P R s 0.1 n o 2.3 0.4 0,4 3.5 0.6
Distance Sance Pause 26 30 34 40 43 C e .. “ .. .. 35 50 123 142 158 186 212
3 Situation on Flanks: L C [ o S s .. .. P .. o C c ~ c C [ B (S
3 R c c c c c .. . .. .. .. F F F F F
E i
ANALYSIS OF RATE OF ADVANCE US 33 ARMORED DIVISION, 13 AUGUST-12 SEPTEMBER 1944
L Nuzder of Deys 1 2 3 5 s 1 s 7 3 ° .10 11 12 |13 14 15 16 17| 18 19 20
3 Dates  fpug 13| 14 iz 16 17, 18 19 20 2 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 j29 I 30 31 Bepl
s General Factors i ! T' !
7- weather (armor mobility) L0 | 2.0 i1} 2.0 J1.0 1.0 [05 03 {07 [2.8 o8 [08 [0 |10 |10 {120 o9 | 20 o |10
7, Season (air tobility) 1.1 (no change) ' | H i
D Terrain (mobilaty) 09 | 0.9 jo.5 o fog i .. 1.t qa. Lo ool oL Les | (no change) | |
o Roadnet (mobilaty) 0.9 (no chang:) |
: Exceptional Obstacles . e e .. .. .“ . - .. . e S .. e .. R R “ R P ..
i i
Comparative Factors-Force Ratyo (raw} 3.9 (estimate) 5.0 3.0 . .. .. " ., - ,"\ <. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3L 3.0 13,0 3.0
. Force Ratio (variables considered) 4,0 (estimate 4.0 4.0 . v . ‘. .- A .o R 4.0 4,0 4.0 4,0 4.0 4.0 | 3.0
3 Relative Combat Effectaveness 0,8 (estimate, no fhange) .\ 5o . i
Relative Mol+iity Characterastics 1.2 (rstimate) 1.2 1.2 .. .. .. .. ', .\ PP R I 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.8 1.5 11.5 ] 1.5
Intensity of Combat: Attacker U | {no change) ‘ \ ¥ | I
Defender U (no chenge) ‘\ ) \ - , '
. Intensaty of Qgposition to Advan:(e) s, 1 l 1 M I P P P P , P=N P sl PN Y} P N N /N SR ‘ S N ' s
{ , ’ i
Da1ly 30 \\ 1 R " \ ~e b | _ B
. Distanc: 20 N | /; o \ ’ hd sl 1 17
+4 hdvunced 10 . : - , Y v i B
¢ snKrs. 0 ~- i----—" e LR, SR IO I Y Y [ i
E Lzily Rate {P = Pause) 35 2 v 2 6 3 P P P 14 J10 P 130 P 35 25 63 19 16 28 22
- {.-.latave Disrance Pgvanced 35 37 | 39 45 48 1+ 38 43 48 48 158 158 288 288 323 346 | 41° 430 446 474 436
C.~ulatave Daily Rate 35.0 18,51 13.00 11,31 9.6 8.0 6.9] 6.0! .31 15.8] 14,4] 24,0 2231 2321 23,21 267! 25,3l 2agloac!l zie
Carulat. se Rate: Intense Cpp. A X X 2.3 .. IS U I I R A R I O P vt I
; derate Opp. s e 1w .01 . « .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .« . . . .. .. - ..
Slight pp. 5.0 .. . .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 5.51. . 24.3
HNegligable Opp. .. . .. . .. .. .. P . 110,01 . . 120.0| . . 91,7 75.0} 72.6 63.7 . . 58.6 . .
. 3 i temding Force<: Resr.ness Condita - E £ £ E £ P p P F ? P P P T T T T ! W W w
E Fostore-¥issi01 W/d Ded Del vel el .. .. .. . e N .« . .. . wW/d w/d wW/d w/d Del w/d Tel
.- Casualties u (no ciange) )
3 % |
Kir Sapport Present Y t Y Y Y Y
ingastacs~General 0.8 (¢ timate) 0.8 | 0.8 | o.8 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.8 r.e 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0. |, 0.8 03 R
ogistics=5pecafic
b Days without Pause 20 i1 4 4 13 14 P P 4 P |4 P H P 1 2 3 4 } S g i
" 4 Cesualties 3ince Pouse [} {no crange)
¥ % . | 1
3 Fouerelry Snioea, Fead fnsy loncitiur T i, T T T P |3 4 P P P P P fr f'r Fr Fr I T [ ¥
v | FEANE A 2=3 2«3 2-3 2-3 2=3 - . . .. . . . . . . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
. Can.ru2ee 22 60 134 133 0% 2 3 0 o 73 18 22 35 17 P 23 1
N % u.2 0.4 10,9 s 0.7 - - - - - - - .2 0. 0.2 0.2 0.1 § J.l A cat
M- Par FLyxc Fresent Y Y | Y Y Y Y Y Y ; Iy Y
e [0 j2o |10 |20 |20 jud [0 e 120 (20 {10 j20 jio e (20 [rafae lew L.
. 1
1 2 3,8 > F P P 3 P P i P 1 > s b o
23 B3 " 350 fasy |, . .. e . e e .. 18 a0 ) v 1 .
2T (P S ST I 25 U DR D DDA I DS l ool qoa o i S
15 37 39 45 4y .. .. .. . . .o .. .. 35 «w 14 H T
- ¢ i F F I I R R I IR TP s s iy .
c 1 ¢ ¢ ¢ D DR DA N IO l .. F ot N BT
i H
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I R T S UL T I A TR TS IR T O T YT 2 | 30 ] 2
D WoiTR e T ; T 3 } B 6, 2.0 % 10 1) 12
v H V
Lo ;, 1.0 s 1,00 1,0 100 200 MO 0.9 0.8] 0.3 1,01 L0} 1.0
© e otemaed X i
N x R . e, ..} R R+ ur R R R
] i
- e et w2 4l 5.0 4.0 E 10 5.0 60 60 60 55 50 49§ 3,0} 2.8
ONEPR I X N S Ps.01 40 6.0 [ 50 5.0 50 5.0, 5.3 .5 2.0 1.1
1 v
PTC YOS TEINTS Y RS O3 HS YOS O S TS 0 S O N L P % e w2 ozl o
: ]
A ' :
N LY X RN N K3 Nl s i s s S .1 M s S 3 M M
N . . ' :
RN . “ 1 L-’ ™
Seer v et e LN “ P SR,
| - --1" | S . e '
' ! . s et
; | H i
P35 o & 19 1% 28 | 23 3%, 16 35 8 14 20 22 10 [ 5
V3180283 ape | 425 4% 409 | 495 /530 (546 {531 589 | 603 623 | 645 e62 | 670 | 575
i 22,70 Tr20 25,4y 25.0f 24.5] 24yl 2i.s 25.2, 24,8| 25.3, 24.5] 24.1 24.0} 23.9 22.8] 22,3} 2.8
' .. L . P .. . . .. P . PR . . - .« . P
. T I D R R S B 6.5 ¢ .. .. ..l &8l 5.6
. e e e e e e 0] L L | 22.7] 5.8 23,89 25,7, . .1 t4.9] 24,8 2250 L. ..
FEN ar.s| a2.0| as,4| 42,4 .. Y O N R P O S
i T T T T W w W W £ E B oL E W w w
. wid | wWid | Wa | wd | per w/id | Ded | w/d ' W . W/ | Del | Dedl | Del | Del Del | Del | Del
1 ! :
' Y ¥ Y ¥ i Y ¥ Y Y
dor o.e | 0.8} 0.8 0.8 0.¢ 0.6 | 0.8 ] 9.8 07 €7 [ 07 07  0.7] 0.8 0.8 0.9y ] ¢.9
. . |
: 1 2 3 4 s 6 ? 8 9 10 11 12 13 1% 16 17 18
i
i :
Fr r Fr Fr r T T T T T T T « 7T T T T T
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2
3 49 54 69 42 39 44 S0 47 48 52 2 39 . 39 57 38 51 32
9.1 0,1 01 01] 0. 6.1 | 6.1 ] v.3 | 0.1 ] 0.2 - 0.1 . 0.1 02 0.1 | 0.1 ] 0.
Y Y Y v Y Y Y Y Y Y b
1.6 1.0 1.0} 10| 1.0 1.0 09| 091 09"09¢ 09| 09 09 210/ 10 0.9 | 10| 10
Fuel short Fuel short uel short
1 2 3 4 5 6 ? 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16 17 18
.. a3 | 103 | 172 | 228 | <53 207 | 347 | 394 | 442 | 494 ' 521 ! 560 | 599 | 656 738 | 789 | 821
.. 0.1 | 0.2} 03| 0.8l 2,4 0.5{ 0.6 v.7] 0.8} 09] 09| 1.0/ 1.1 1,2 1.3 14| 1.8
.. 35 60 [ 123 | 142 | 2158 186 | 212 | 247 | 263 | 298 | 306 { 320 | 340 | 362 379 | 387 | 392
.. ¢ ¢ c [ ¢ [ S s S S ] S s S W C ¢ c
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ANALYSIS OF RAWC OF ADVANCE US 1st INFANTRY DIVISTON, 13 PUSUST« f PTIMBEYK } 1a4

Ninler ot Days 2 3 I I
Dates  {Aug 13 {14 |15 16 "

Geunet Faciers t
ACATY oY (arner mebilaty) 1,0 1.0 1.0 1,0 B
Scasen (air aobility) 1.1 {no change)

Terpain (mehility) 0.9 0.9 | 0.9 0.9
Resdnet (mohalaty) 0.9 (no change)
Taceptional Orstacles . “ .. . e ..

wmparat.ve FactersForce Ratio (raw) 3,0 (estimate) 3.0 A
Force Ratio (varabdles considered) 4.0 (estimate) 4,0 .
Relazive Combar Etfectiveness 0.8 (estimate; no chiange)

Relative “obility Characteristics 1.0 {estimate; no change)
Irtensity ot Combat:  Attacker {no change)
Det ender (no change)
intensaty of Opposition to Advance M M { M PN
40
Daily 30 ! e
Distance 20
Advanced 10 4. 1
in Xms, 0 AR kT SR

Daily Rate (I’ = Pause) 6 3 4 P P 40

Cumulative Dnstance Advanced 26 32 36 36 6 296

Cumalative Daily Rate 13.0{ 10.7 9.0 & 5 23,3

Cumulative Rate: Intvense Opp. .. .« o . . e .o . .

Noderate Opp, 6.0 6,0 “3 .. . . - ..
Slaght Opp. . .. . s .. . . . .
Negligible Opp. . P .. .. .. . N 67.3

Defending Forces: Peadiness Condirion E E E . .
Posture~Mission W/d W/d w/d .
Casualties % (no change)

Bir Support Preserni Y ! Y
Logisties=-General 0,8 (estimate) 0.8 0.8
Logistics-Specific
Days Without Pause u e 13 P
Casualties Since Pause {no change)

%

Rdvancing Forces: Readiness Condition Fr , fr Fr Fr
Mission 2-3 23 2-3 3
Casualtires 27 48 70 9

0,2 0.3 0.1 0.1
Bir Sapport Present Y Y Y
Logistics~General 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.3
logistics=Specafic
Days Without Pause 2 3 4 P
Casualties Since Pause 30 76 98 . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . .
% 0,2 0.5 0.7 . . . e .. . . .. . .o .. . .
Distance Since Pause 26 32 36 N . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .
Situation on Flanks: L c C c ¢ . .. .. . e . . . .. .. . . .
R c £ I s . . . .. .. . . . . . ..
5
«OVANCE US 9th INFANTRY DIVISION, 15 AUGUST-L. SEPTEMBER 1944
Number of Days 2 {3 1 17
Dates 16 [ 17 18 g

General Factors l )
Weathe * (armor mobilaty) 1,0 1.0 1.0 0.b
Season (air mobilaty) (10 change)

Terrain (mobilaty) 0.8 | 0.9 . e
Roadnet (mobility) {no change)
Exceptaicnal Obstacles o . .. .

Comparative Factors~Force Ratio (raw} estimate) .. 3.0
Porce Ratio (variables considered) estimate) .. 4,0
Relative Combat Effectiveness (estimate; no change)

Relatave Mobality Characterastics estimate) .. 0.9
Intensity of Combat: Attacker (no change)

Defe. ".. (no change)
Intensity of Opposition to Rdvance M ¥ P N

40 J-=
Darly 3¢ | .
Distance 20 I
Advanced 10 -

in Kms, 2 R R e

Dail; Zeter (P = Pause) R 3 P 4R

Cumulative Dxstance Advanced 14 )7 17 LM

Cunulative Daily Rate 7 oy 4.3 26,

Cumulative Rate: Intense Opp. .« .. . - N . ..

Moderate Opp, 8.0 5.9 . . . . -
Slight Opp. « . l . . . . . ..
Negligable Opp. ey e . . . . 54,8

Defendang forces: Readaness Jondition E ; E P W
Posture~-Mission Del | w/d P W3
Casualties (nio change)

Rxr Support Present Y Y

logistics=General estinate) .. NS

logistics=Specafic |

Days Witnout Pausc 13 14 « o 6

Casualties Since Bause {no change) 4
" E

hvan~any Forces: headiness Cordaition Fr . Fr 4 e
Mission 2-3 1 2-3 .. .

Casualties 46 | 127 10 .« E]
0.3 ' 0.9 0,2 .« -
Rxr Support Present Y ] Y Y ¥
Logistics=General 1,6 1 1.0 1.0 )] R
Loqretics=Specafic !
Lays withoui Fause 2, 3 .. .. . . .. \
Cacualties Since Prase 62 | 1393 .. .. N . « . N
0.5 1.4 .. .. . . .. -
D{atance Cince Pause 14 17 .. .. . . . 4
Situation un Flanks: L c " .. . . . . .
C { c .- . . . 2
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E. Le Mans to Metz, 14 Bugust-14 September 1944
XX Corps

U,S, Situation as of 14 August

In the confusion that prevailed as the Falaise pocket narrowed in
early August, XX Corps, Third U.,S, Army, was ordered by General
George Patton on 13 August to advance from the general area of
Le Mans northeast to Dreux, to cut the German escape route to the
Seine. There were at the time three divisions assigned to the XX
Corps: the 5th Infantry Division, under Major General S. LeRoy Irwin,
which was in the vicinity of Angers, the 80th Infantry Division,
west of Alencon, commanded by Major General Horace McBride, and the
7th Armored Division, under Major General Lindsay Silvester, arriving
on the afternoon of 13 August about 25 miles east of Le Mans, at La
Ferte Bernard. The 80th was transferred to V Corps on 17 August and
did not participate in the XX Corps advance. Its operations con-
secuently ere not included. At noon on 14 August, Major General
Walton Walker, cowmanding the XX Corps, ordered the 7th Armored Division
to advance to Dreux and Mantes-Gsssicourt,¥

German Situation as of 14 August

By this time it was evident that the German front in Normandy
had virtually collapsed. The Seventh and Fifth Panzer Armies of
Army Group B were threatened with encirclement west of the Seine in
the Flers-~Falaise-Argentan area, with little possibility of halting
the converging drives of the Britvish from the north, the American
First Army from the west and southwest, and elements ¢f the American
Thirc Army sweeping around to the south of the First Army and threatening
to encircle the remnants of the two German armies, The question now
was whether enough of these two German armies could break away from
the threatened encirclement to establish a new line along the lower
Seine River.

The eastward swing of the American Third Army, and its rapid
advance through Le Mans, also was threatening Paris, Orleans, and the
Seine-Loire or Paris~Orleans Gap between those two cities. This
advance, if it continued, could cut off all German forces in southern

*Tne main supply roads and installations supporting the Third Army
are shown on the maps, pages E33 and E34,
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France, and most seriously would isolate the Nineteenth Army, which

was attempting to cope with an Allied amphibious landing on the Riviera
coast. Although there were painfully few units available tec try to
halt this Third Army thrust, a few were scraped together, and placed
under the command of the German First Army (which had been in command
of the German forces in Southwestern France) with the mission of
holding Orleans, Chartres, and the Paris-Orleans Gap. Meanwhile

orders were issved to German units in scuthwestern France to begin
& withdrawal northward.

The original mission of the First Army wez to form a defensive
front roughly from Ilencon (left flank of the Seventh Army) to the

Loire River west of Orleans, to prevent an Bmerican advance toward
tne upper Seine and Loire Rivers.

14 August

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. The attack was launched at 141500, with
CCA on the north, CCR in the center, and CCB on the right. They had
advanced against slight resistance over 15 miles, snd nad passed
Nogent le Rotrou, already teken by the Free French, wnen, just befors
2200, viord came from General Walker tc change the direction of advance
to due east, in order to avoid collision with the XV Corps on the
left, and head for Chartres, en route to the Seine south c¢f Paris.

S5th Infartry Ditision. The division was not engages.

German Situation

Seventh Army Area. Scattered elements of the Seventn Army ir
the Rlencon-Mortagne-Nogent le Rotrou sector were incapable cof offering
any cohesive resistance to the XX Corps advance toward Dreux., However,

& number of vicious, uncoordinated defensive struggles did serve to
slow down the American advance.

First Army Area. First Army headquarters designated Chartres as
an “absorption point," wihere scattereda garrison troops and stragglers
from the Normandy battle were to be collected and reorganized.
Similar collection points were established at Chateaudun and Orleans.
First Army headquarters was set up in Chartres.

15 August

XX Corps Situation

7th Ermored Division. With CCA behind CCR on the left, arnd CCB
on the right, the division proceeded east; elements viere at La Coupe
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at 151035 and Courville at 151115. CCA and CCR were to advance
eastward north of Chartres in a sinyle column. CCB apoproached Chartres
in the evening in two task forces, with balanced elements >f the

23d Armorec¢ Infantry and 31st Tank Battalions. One task force attacked
from the northwest, the other froom tiie southwest, At 152000 the forces
enterea the town but were met with stiff infantry resistance and
artillerv fire. Under cover of darkness the U.S, forces withdrew.

The division was orderea at 151745 to halt, strengthen its positicn,
en¢ await further orders.

Sth Infantry Division, The division was ordered to advance by
motor transport to the area near Illers, south of Chartres, and
prepare to move into the 7th Armored Division bridgehead over the
Eure River, Two regiments rcached a point just southwest oif Chartres
by dark.

German Siciotion

At Chartres, reorganization of shattered remnants of the 17th
SS Penzer Division and 352d Infantry Division had begyun. The com-
manding Geneé~al, Kurt von der Chevallerie, was aclding a conference
at his headcuarters in Chartr-s, planning for the anticipated eerly
arrival there of the 48th Division from the Fifteenth Army in northern
France, &and the 338th Division from the south, when armored spear-
heeds of the U,S, 7th Armored Division approached the town., Prompt
and effective counterattacks drove out the Emerican tanks that pene-
trated slightly into the northwest portion of the town, and prevented
any further advance by American armocred units approaching from the
scuthwest,

16 August

XX Corps Situation

7th krmoced Division. The north c¢olumn of CCA was at Mittainville
at 0530 and ordered to assemble south of Epernon. CCB attacked
Cnartres again in the morning, the 24th and 25th Armored Infantry
Bettalions of CCR entered the city from the north, and by 161200
reports inuicated that much of the town was in American hands. CCA
was at Maintenon, and CCR four milzs east, on the Chartres-Paris
nighway.

5th Infantry Division. The division was assembled southwest of
Chartres,

Germen Situation

During hard fighting in Chartres, American troops that penetrated
into the town were driven out. A coherent defensive sront extending
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. south of the town was established as additional units were collected,

i\ including advance elements of the 48ti: and 333th Divisions., However,
American tank units were working their way eastward, ncrth of Chartres,
cuting the road to Paris and threatening to encircle the city. The
threat of encirclement became more serious as the American Sth Infertry
Divicion was identified approaching from the southwest, The recently-
arrived commanding general of the 48th Division was placed in command
of the defense of Chartres. Farther south American troops seized
Orleans, threatening the First Army line.

i

IR Y

T

17 Auqust

TV

XX Corps Situation

AN YRIAETA A

7th Armored Division. Corps artillery, most of it having moved
72 miles in one day, arrived to support the final attack on Chartres.
The 133d FA Group and the 4th TD Group were attached to the 7th Armored
Division. The 195th and Sth FA Groups were supporting the corps in
the Chartres areca.

TG

CCB, which had encircled the city, engaged 10~12 enemy tanks
south of Chartres during the night and some German infantry east and
northeast of the city. CCA and CCB were ordered to move north and
take over Dreux, which had been captured by the Sth Armored Di:ision,
XV Corps. The 7th Armored Division wa<e to patrol vigorously through-
out the zone, mop up, and maintsin contact with the Sth Armored

Division., CCA advanced across the Voise River to the vicinity of
Ecrosne,

5th Infantry Division. The division was ordcrec tZ relieve
the 7th Armored Division at Chartres, occupy the bridgehead there,
mop up, and maintain contact with the 7th and with the XII Corps on
the right, RCT 2, minus one battalion, was closing in the vicinity
of Meslay le Vidame at 172115. RCT 10 was closing in the vicinity orf
Villeneuve at 171950. RCT 11, minus the 3d Battaiion, was closing

in the vicinity of Pruray at 172000, Elements viere at Vove, prepared
tc move on Etampes,

New army Group Orders. Lt. General Omar Bradley, commander of
the 12th Army Group, decided on 17 August to order an advance to the
Seine River. Accordingly, lat2 in the day Patton ordered the XII
Corps to remain at Orleans, the XX to complete the cleanup at Chartres,
and assume responsibility for Dreux, and the XV tc proceed to Mantes-
Gassicourt and the Seine River.

Germin 5Sicuation

Efforts to stop the slow American encirclement of Chartres were
nnsuccessful, There were not enough forces available to establish
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& front between Paris and Orleans, and the few availeble units were
¢ispersed to control and block rcads and to delay at major communi-~
cations centers south of Paris and west of the Seine,

15 Auqust

XA Corps Situation

7th Armored Division, CCB, with assistence from the 5th
Infantry Division, mopped up in Chartres and then proceeded with the
rest of the 7th Armored. With CCA on the west, CCB on the east, and
CCR on the south, and the 8l4th TD Battalion (SP) and 204th ARA AV
Buttalion (SP) attached, the division moved up to vccupy the Dreux
tridy h=ad, which had been established by the 5th Armored Division on
16 August.

5th Infantry Division. At midnight the 3d Battalion, 1llth
Infantry, attacking toward Chartres, encountered stubborn enemy
resistaence, including tanks and artillery, southwest of the city.
The livision spent the day organizing uefensive positions east of
Char res ond mopping up the last resistance within the city. The
1st pattalion, llth Infantry, prepared to move to the vicinity of
Le Tremblay as part ox corps rescrve, The division line ran Houx-
Voise River-Runeau-Voves,

Germcn Situetion

A counterattack to break the encirclement of Chartres was mounted
fror the southeast. The First Army Essault Battalion and elements of
one oI the regiments of the 48th Division made up the attackiny iforce,
but thay were unsuccessiul, Crders were issued to units in Chartres
to fignt their way out to the southesst.

Tne virtual collapse and diseppearance of the Seventh Army
coused OB West to place the Military District of Paris, remnants of

tue 352d Division west of Paris, and remnants of the Panzer Lehr
2ivisicn unaer First Army.

19 August

XX C.rps Situat.on

7th Armored Division, The division completed the move into the
Dreux bridgenead.

5tn Infantry Division. The division concgolidated its positiors
in and around Chartres, where organized resistance had ceased by 1300.
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German Situation

There was no serious pressur2 irom the American forces. This
provided General von Jder Chevallerie opportunity to continue his
efforts to establish a defensive front along the Seiae, south of
Paris, and th2nce through Nemours-Mcntargis-Gien-Orleans, At this
time the First Army consisted of three divisions, the Military District
oi Paris, and a conglomeration of other small units (:nostly service
or¢.nizations) of regimental or battalion size. The 48th Divisicn
was newly organized, lacked combat experience, and was short of
equipment and weapons., The 348th Infantry, relatively immobil: znd
organized for coastal defense, was arriving from the north, It .as
snort of training and equipment. About one third of the 338th Division,
its condition comparable to that of the 248th, was avaiiable, but it
had suffered severely in the defense of Chartres and Orleans. The
17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division was in the process of being reorganized
from the remnants of the 17th, 26th, and 27th SS Panzer Grenadier
divisions, all having been virtually destroyed in Normandy. (One other
division, the 18th Luftwaffe Division, vas en route, but was diverted
befcre it could join the First Army.) All in all, First Army infantry
strength, to cover a front of more than 120 kilometers, threatened
by two American corps, was not more than the ecuivalent of two full-
strength divisions; artillery strength wac probably about the ecuivalent
of one division.

20 August

XX Corps Situation

The XX Corps was alerted to move east on the line Chartres-
Etampes~-Fontainebleau~Montereau. The 1lst Battalion, lith Infantry,
was relieved from corps reserve and closed in the ilth Infantry area
at 202030,

German Situetion

Tnere was little change, All commanders were taking advantage
of relaxed American pressure to improve the defenses of scattered
strongooints west of the Seine, The 34uyth Livision was diverted to
tne area north of Paris, out of Army control,

21 August

XX Corps Situation

7th hrmored Division. With CCA on the north and CCR on the south,
the division started off at 0700 in a light, but steady, rain, with
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the objective Melun, about ten miles north of Fontainebleau, CCB was
to move to the vicinity of Rambouillet in corps reserve., The terrain
was hilly and wooded, until it dipped to the valley of the Seine
between Corbeil and Melun., Steep hills confined the roads to narrow
valleys, with heavy forest on both sides, providing cover for German
ambushes, At Limours the tanks were halted by a determined rear
Jjuard, assisted by minefields and roadblocks. Despite the obstacles,
hovever, tne division advanced about 30 nmiles,

5th Infantry Division, The division moved out at about 0700 in
three columns, with the 2d Infantry on the north, the 10th on the
soutn, ana corps and division artillery between for support. At 0905
RCT 2 was held up in the vicinity of Crale St., Mere by small arms and
artillery fire., A half hour later RCT 10 had reached a point west
of Malesherbes, where it encountered heavy opposition. Overcoming
t.ae resistance, the regiment crocsed the Fssonne River and advanced
three miles farther. The 2d Infantry, meeting strong resistance at
Etzmpes, delayed to encircle the town and capture it., The division
commander promptly sent the 1llth Infantry south of the town and on
across the Essonne River, The division advanced about 40 miles.

German Situation

The incomplete 43th Division, whichk was opposite the advancing
Americen 7th Rrmored and 5th Infantry Divisiens of the XX Corps, was
forced to give up most of its advanced strongpoints, falling back
some 50 kilometers east of the forward positions held at the beginning
of the day. B.  evening the division line stretched generally from
Limours southwiard to Etampes,

22 August

XX Corps Situation

The aavance slowed, as ail uaits encountered stiffer resistance,

7¢ii Prmored Division., CCB was ordered to move east from the
vicinity of Rambouillet, via Limours, Corbeil, to Melun, bypassing
enemy resistance., CCA, approaching Arpajon, =ncountered heavy fire
from German artillery. CCB reached the rail line on the outskirts
5% Melun but was unable to take the city in two attacks supported by
2ir and artillery. CCA advanced to Dennemois. CCR occupied St. Cheron,

Stir_Infantey Division, At 1030 RCT 11 was in the vicinity of
Prunay sur Lssonne, RCT 10, after a treadvay bridge across the
Ls.onne was completed, reached the area 4,000 yards west of La Chappelle
1. Reine at 1130 and proceeded to the high ground west of Montereau.
RCT 2 encouantered enemy resistance east of Etampes, after takiny the
cown., RCT 11 took Milly in spite of German artil’cry fire and advanced
to the Essonne River.
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German Situation

In the northern part of ite 80 kilometer front, the 43th Division
was unable to stop a determined American tank drive almost to Melun,
on the Seine River, However, 2ffective defense halted the American
drive at that point, Farther south German units viere forced back to
the Essonne River, midway betweer Etampes and Fountainebleau. The

Army command post was displaced from Fontainebleau to east of the
Seine. .

23 August

XX Corns Situation

7th Armored Division. CCA, having moved to Auxonettes, was o.dered
to attack et 1500 to seize a bridgehead over the Seine north of
Ponthierry. The bridge at Ponthierry had been destroyed, and crmored
infantrymen crossed the river by boat at the village of Tilly. CCK,
on the west bank of the Seine at Melun, was ordered by General Walker
to e¢ttack at 1500, The city is built on both sicdes of the river and on
an island in between, with a bridge linking the three portions., The
Germans demolished the bridge after the Arericen units errived, but
enougih of the structure remained to permit the armcred infantry to
cross and take the islerd. They could proceed no further, however,
an¢ the major part of tihe city, on the east bank, remained in Germer
hands. CCB remained at Mennecy.

Sth Infantry Division. The 1lth RCT edvanced from Milly without
opposition and sent its 2¢ 3attalion on a forced marcl. along the road
through the Forest of Fontainebiesu and inio the town with no resis-
tance. A platoon of tanks following the advance guard encountereu
artillery fire at Arbonne. The bridge over the Seine at Fontainebleau
wasz blown just as the I and P Platoon approached it. By 1230 two
companies had crossed the river bv swimming or in captured boats,
forming 2 bridyehead 700 yards deep and 500 yards wide, despite fire
from German 88mm, 105mm, and tank guns. At 2300 40-50 Cerman infantry-
men, with @ Mark VI tank, counterattacked down the road leading to
the blown bridrse and were drivea off, A double counterattack struck
at 2345, two tanks and 100 infantry approaching down che road and
enother 100 hitting the flank of F Company orn the north, The two
tanks were knocked ocut by bazookas., Supporting artillery (19th FA
Battalion, 50th FA Battalion (light), 284th F2 Battalion (laght),
and a medium artillery battalion of XX Corps Artillery) wiped out the
flank attack,

The troops of the 10th RCT crossed the Loing River at a ford
near ite junction with the Seine, while the regiment's vehicles
crossed @ bridge at Nemours which had been taken by the Free French.
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German Situation

American efforts to seize Melun were again repulsed by elements
of the 43th Division, However, seven miles downstream neai Ponthierry
small bridgehead over the Seine was established by American armored
infcuntry.,  Farther south American infontry had also reached the Seine
at Fontainebleau and established a bridgehead there. £ hastily-
moured German counterattack, less than a company in strength, failed
to eject the BAnerican infantrymen from their foothold on the right
venk., In the extreme south of the 48tli Division sector, the Americans
captured intect the bridge over the Loing River at Nemours, Courter-
attacks to eliminate the bridgeliead were unsuccessful., The 997th
Hecvy Artillery Battalion (12 122mm cuns) was placed under Army command
to help support the Seine River defensive battle necr Fontainebleau.

o]

24 Rugust

I Ly

XX Corps Situation

: 7th Armored Division, B cloudburst snortly after midnight that
asted almost 40 minutes turned the ¢ground into a cuagmire that German
tanks could not <¢ross, and precluded effective counterattacks on the
vridceeheads.,

(i“ Four poncon-treadwav bridges, including one at Tilly, wviere
constructed acrose the Seine. The armor and artillery of CCA crossed
at Tilly, followed by CCB., CCR was ordered to follow.

5t Infantry Divisicn, Elements of the 1llth Infantry concinued
to croes the river, and enlarged the bridgenhecd. By 1530 enginezers
ha¢ completed a treadway bridge 300 yards sourh of the demclished
bridge at Fontainebleau, despite enemy small arms and artillery fire,
Elements of the lst Battalion attacked north toward the town of
Fericy, which they cccupied at 2000. The rest of the ilth RCT, in-
cluriing tenks, tank destroyers, arnd a connon company, crossed as £oon
as the bridge was completed. A battalion oi RCT 10 entered Montereau,
while two battalions held high ground northwest and northeast of the city.

N g

I

German Situation

Counterattacks by the 44th Division against the American Sth and

1 7th BArmorad Division bridgeheads over the Seine at Fontainebleau and

Ponthierry were unsuccessful., So, too, were efforts to impede the
prompt american action to expand thes? bridgeheads. Melun was aban-

1 doned as American tanks approached from the north, east of the Seine,
The American column advancing through Nemour. reached the Seine at
Monterear, It was clear that available German forces were totally
incdeouate to halt the American advance, or even to impose any effective
Jelay upon it,

( E-9
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XX _Corps Situation

Ahead of the Third irmy, German defenses were reportedly weak,
¢nd the Rhine, 250 miles beyond, was assigned to General Patton as
the next objective, The roads between the upper Seine and the upper
Rhine were excellent, but a series of rivers flowing generally north
presented potential hindrances to advancing military forces, The
chiel hindrance to the Third Army advance, however, would be supplies,
for already rations, clothinyg, signal equipment, medical supplies,
end especially gasoline were running low. Air trancports had started
delivering supplies at Orleans, and considerable amounts nf some vital
items, including gasoline, were captured from the retreating Germans.,
But neither of these sources could be counted on to maintain the
recessary levels, and gasoline would soon prove to be the limiting
factor in the advence to the Rhine,

The 90th Infantry Division ii..d moved up from Aryenten to join
the XX Corps. Genersl Patton, relieving the corps of responsibility
for Melun, ordered it to advance from Fontainebleau and Montereau
to Nogent-sur-Seine and Reims., The XII Corps on the right wculd
procced from Treyes to Chalons-sur-Marne,

7th Armorad Division

Delayed by minefields and roadblocks, CCB hac¢ uriven scuth end
entered Melun from the northeast in the early morning, driviny out
the defenders, CCR was on the west side of the city. CCA and CCB
attecked Provins at 1800,

S5th Infantry Division

RCT 2, which had assembled in the vicinity of Vioux,moved out
to the east, RCT 10 completed the crossing oi the Seine at Montereau
fnd took pesition protecting the bridgeheads,

Germa:y Situation

With Paris falling fo the Allies on the north wing of the German
First /rmy, its left wing collapsing north and east of Orleans, and
Imerican spearheads striking eastwacd into its center from the Seine,
in the vicinity of Army headouarters, the First Army's situation
appeared to be hardly less desperate than that of the 3eventh and Fifth
Panzec Armies to its north. The 43th Division, falling back eastward
from Melun and Montereau, was opposed by the 7th Armored Division and
ariven back to Provins by nightfall, with heavy losses and much
uicruption, The 17th SS Panzer Division, composed of twe new, inex-
perienced panzer g¢renadier regiments (or the ecuivalent), with some
small attached urnits which had been sent in to hold near Montereau,
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fell back eastward astride the Seine, under less pressure than the

43th, since the U,S, 5th Infantry Division vas stili completing its
crossing at Montereau., The German First Army, deciding that the
greatest threat was to its center, ordered the recently airived,
seriously under-strength (one battalion of armored infantry, four or
five tanks and assault guns, and a battery of artillery) 9th Panzer
Division to shift from its left flank (near the Loire) to the center

to bolster the 4uth Division and 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division,
smerican reconnaissance units were encountered at Mouy, Nogent, Romilly,
and Troyes,

XX Corps Situation

In .nidafvernoon XX Corps received orders from Third Army to
advance north and capture Reims,

7th Armored Division. The division, regrcuping west of Provins,
had encountered elements of the 4Cth and 338th Divisicens, horsedrawn
artillery of the 708th Divisicn, and tanks of the 17th §S Panzer
Grenadier Division,

5th Infantry Division. RCTs 2 and 10 advanced eastward and took
Noge:t sur Seine from the 49th SS Panzer Grenadier Regjiment. RCT 2
arrived at Nogent sur Seine at 261545, Resistance wes slight. Pateols
reac.aed Sezanne,

90th Infantry Division., Attached vere the 712th Tank Battalion,
507th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 537th AAA Battalion, and 2&4th FR
Battalion, RCT 378 crossed the Seine by 2200 to relieve elements of
the 7th Armored Division east of Fontainebleau and the Sth Inrfantry
Division at Montereau.

German Situation

Pressure of the Americar 7th Armored Division against the 43th
Division was .t so intense as on the previous day., However, armored
spearneads reached Pezarches and Coulommiers, passing within one
kilometer of the First Any headauarcers. Farther south the 17th SS
Panzer Grenadier Divisio: was severely mauled by acuvancing Americen
light tanks and armored cars, in frent of the infantry, which reached
Nogent sur Seine, Bv the end of the day American spearheads had
reached Sezanne, mucn of the artillery of both divisions had been
overrun, and their communications hopelessly disrupted. That night
the army hecadquarters displaced to Montmirail, bypassing Coulommiers,
where & nignt battle was raging, due to stubborn resistance of the
48th Division.
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27 August

XX Corps Situation

The plan of advance was for the cavalry, out in front, to dash
to seize the Marne bridges. The armor was to foilow, with all its
elements committed in multiple columns. The 5th Infantry Division,
on the right behind the armor, would advance by motor, dismounting
when forced to fighbu., The 90th Infantry Division would follow as
close as possible behind the armocr, on the left.

The 3d Cavalry Group advanced rapidly, encountering numerous
concentrations of antitank guns and g8mm artillery, including e strong
pocket at La Ferte Gaucher.

7th Zrmored Division., CCA broke tnrough the strong resistance
at La Ferte Gaucher and reached Chateau Thierry at dusk. One company
of the 40th Tank Battalion and a platoon of the 49th Armorea Infantry
seized a bridge across the Marne and crossed before the Germans blew
it up. Leaving the artillery battalion to cover the elements on the
opposite bank against a fierce attack by a battle group of the 9th
Panzer Grenadier Division, the rest of CCA moved to the left and
crossed on another bridge. Entering Chateau Thierry from the west,
it sttacked duriny the night and destroyed the Gerian battle group.

5th Infantry Division. RCT 11 took Provins. RCT 2 cccupiea
Nogent sur Seine., RCT 10 reached the ar=a east of Provins.

30th Infantry Divicion. The division started moving northeast
behind the 7tk Armored Division.

German Situaticn

The general withdrawal continued, under severe pressure Irom
American tanks and armored car columns. First Army Headcuarters was
caught ia the middle of a tank battle ac Montmirail, as American spear-
heads reached the Marne at Cnateau Thierrv, ehind the crumbling
front. the LXXX Corps was hastily establiching & new aefense line runiing
from Soissons through Epernay to Chalons sur Marne, manned mestly by
cullected stragglers and a miscellany of small service units. However,
units of the 3d Psnzer Grenacier Division were also arriving to bolster
che left of this line, and remnants of the Panzer Lehr Division were
active on the right of the line.

28 August

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. The division advanced to the northeist
in seven columns, each wicth a company of tanks, a company of armore-
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infantry, a squad of combat engineers, and a section of tank des-
troyers. Three armored field artillery battalions were in the center.
The Sth Field Artillery Group followed closely, prepared to give
rapid support. Having secured Chateau Thierry in thre early morning,
at 2200 elements of CCA were at Roucy and north of Basmeux. CCR was
north of the Marne, moving northeast in the rear of CCA, With the
357th Infantry (motorized), CCR occupied La Ferte Gaucher. CCB was
in the vicinity of Epernay, Two platoons

o armored infantry had crossed the Marne on a bridge at Dormans before
it vas demolished by the Germans, The rest of the division crossed
<. briuges built by the engineers near Damery.

S5th Infantry Division. At 0800 RCT 10 attacked fror. the assembly
area east of Provins to the northeast behind elements of the 7th Armored
Division. RCT 11 was mopping up Provins. RCT 2 ran into the tail of
elements of the 7th Armored Division at Sezanne in the morning, went
around and pushed on forward. Elements occupied Vertus. Rear guard
defense groups forced the Americans to dismount on "he line Montmirail-
Champaubert. Advance elements took Epernay and crossed the Marne.

By midnight RCT 10 was assembled in the vicinity of Vinay. RCT 1l was
in the vicinity of Morangis.

3Jth Infantry Division. RCT 357 was advancing by motor transport
behind elements of the 7th Armored Division. RCT 358 was advancing
to Choisy on foot. RCT 359 wa: shuttiing forwierd, reaching Vassieux.
One battelion of RCT 357 was in Chateau Thierry at 2300, while the
rest of the RCT was assembled south of the city. The 358th Infantry,
less une battalion, was assembled in the vicinity of Viels Maisons,

German Situation

First Army hecdouarters displaced rearvard again through Courtisol
to Valmy, The American advance continued, slowed to some extent by
scattered German resistance, but ro coordinated defensive effort was
possible, American armored spearheads resched Epernay and Chalons
sur Ma*ne, and effected a crossing over th2 Marne southeast of Chaliu.ss.
Totsl First Army strength was now nire understrength infantry battaliuns,
tvio batteries of field artillery (presumably about eight 105mm gun-
howitzers), 10 tanks, three flak batteries (presumably about 12 88mm
guns), ten 75mm antitank guns, and a miscellany of service units probably
about the numerical equivalent of 10 to 15 infantry battalions. The
most generous strength estimate would be the eguivalent of two full
strength infantry divisions, with artillery for less than one.

29 August

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Divisiosn. As the XX Corps advanced toward Reims, in
front of it the German 49th SS Panzer Grenauier Brigade, the 48th
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Infantr, Division, the 9th Pznzer Divisioa, and the 26th SS Brigade
were retreating to the north and east., The 7th Armored Divisiocn
aavanced northeast and took Fismes, Swinging west of Reims in order
to cut off reinforcements for the city, the division overran artillery
positions of the Geruan 49th Rrtillery Brigade, 937th Artillery
Battalion, and 102d Panser Artillery Regiment, Crossing the Vesle

the 7th continued on to the Aisne,

Sth Infantry Division. The motorized RCT 2 entered Reims frum
the southeast at 2130, encountering only scatvered sniper fire. Both
RCL 2 and RCT 11 had crossed the Marne by the end of the day. The
359th Infantry was at Dommnans and the 357th at Chateau Thierry,

90th Infantry Division., The enemy attacked tie division by air
at 0130. One aircraft was shot down, No damagz was reported.

German Situation

The Marre River line was abandoned. MAmerican tanks overran Or
bypassed scattered German strongpoints as they continued northwexd
and eastward through Fismes and past Reims., Obviously their next
objective was Verdun. By this time the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier
Division had again been almost destroyed, and the 438th could barely
amuster the equivalent of a regiment,

Cn this day the First Army received orders shifting the axis
of withdrawal from northeasterly to easterly, and was given the greatly
espanded mission of covering the epproaches to Germany between Liixem-
bourg and Nency and preventing a penetration by the rapidlv advancing
Americans between th2 army's left wing and the Nineteenth Army--now
appreaching Dijon in its retreat from southern France. The left wing
would be strengthened by the newly arriving XLVII Panzer Corps, with
the veteran 3d and 15th Panzer Grenacier Divisions from Italy. Some-
what unrealistically this corps was expected to launch a counterattack
from Bar le Duc and St, Dizier toward Reims. (American XII Corps
cpearheads were already near Bar le Duc.) Four newly organized
«olksgrenadier divisions were also to be assiyned to the First Army
to permit it to carry out its new and greatly expanded mission.

30 Auqust

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. By midmorning CCA and CCR had advanced
to a line along the Aisne an the vicinity of Neufchatel and continued
to the east, toward Verd:n and the Meuse, fcllowing the 3d Cavalry

Group. CCA was halted at Vouziers by stiff opposition. CCB reached
the Aisne,
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Sth Infantry Division. RCT 10 start~d crossirg the Marne at
(_ 0345 and asscmbled at Epoye, northeast of Reims, ALl but one
battalion of RCT 2 was in Reims, The rest, and RCT 11, were northeast
sf the city, out of contact with the enemy.

90th Inrantry Division. At 1149 the division was ordered to
protect the Reims bridgehead and maintain contact with e _ements of
the First Army, to the north.

3d Cavalry Group. The 43d Cavalry Squadron on the north and the
34 Cavalry Squadron on the south moved out at 1500 in platoon-sized
yroups, each with a section of assault guns or a platoon of organic
light tanks, Little resistance was met until the 43d reached the
Aisne, where dug-in infantry halted the advance, The 34 advanced
along the west side of the river arournd the Argonne Foirest and reached
Ste, Menehould.

German Situation

Although the American pressure was perceptibly lessening, confusion
was yreat, and the fcrces available to First Army could not stop
the Americen drive toward the Meuse at Verdun. Behind the armored
spearheads Reims fell tc the American infsntry. Meanwhile the Ameri-
can tenks drove eastward in a few hours through Rethel, Attigny, and
Perth, and into the Argonne Forest, dJus- beyond the fo,est, however,
elements of the Panzer Leh:i and 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions
halted the advance along the upper Aisne River. The American XIIT
Corps wes making a comparable drive through St. Dizier toward the
Meuse at Commery, further south,

31 August

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. Passing through Ste, Menehould and cutting
through the Argonne Forest, elemznts of the division reached Verdun
by noon., Free French patriots cut the demolition wires on the one
bridge remaining across the Meuse., CCB's tank guns knocked out two
Panthers guarding the approaches, and the combat command crossed the
river, German planes attempted to destroy the bridge without .;uccess,
CCB advanced to Cernay. Sharp fightiny continued during the day,
particularly north of Verdun, as German counterattacks struck toward
Sce, Menehoulc.

5tih_Infantry Division., RCTs 10 and 11 iumped off from east of
Reims at 1430, RCT z at 1750, following the 7th Armored Division.
One battalion of RCT 1l was ir the vicinity of Ste.Menehould at 1500,
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90th Infantry Division. Onec battalion was sent to Rethal to
secure pridges for the First Army, but arrived after the bridges had

been blown. The remainder of the division stayed in the Reims bridge-
head,

German Situation

Save for the successful American drives on Verdun and Commercy,
the First Army front was quiet, Although the Germans did not realize
it, this was the result of the American Third Army’s fuel shortage.
Verdur. was lost shortly after noon. A counterattack, spearheaded by
the 15th Panzer Division, was started in the afternoon, but com~
munications failures precluded coordinated action by other First Army
units and the attack was called off, First Army headcuarters, west

of tihe Meuse, crossed the river to Longwy, forced to take a detour
because of the American capture of Verdun,

1-5 September

XX Corps Situation

The yasoline shortage in the XX Corps had become increasingly
acute as it moved farther from its supply pases. The decision had
been made by General Eisenhower to make the main U,S, effort toward
the northeast with the First Army, moreover, and to give that army
the bulk of the available supply of gasoline, The Third Army mcnaged

to establish solid bridgeheads across the deuse, but there it was
forced to heolt.

7th Armored Division. The division was northwest and northeast
of the Meuse at Verdun. At 030645 a task force from CCR, advancing
north ca the west side of the river, had reached Mantillois. On the
east side of the Meuse, a task force from CCB had advanced to the
nortix to Brabend, These were only demonstrations, however, and at

031640 both were discontinued for lack of gas, the task forces returning
to the assembly areas.

S5th Infantry Division. RCT 11, less one battalion which vas
farther behind, was in the vicinity of Verdun at 010600, moving north-
east to high ground. RCT 10, less one battalion, was west of Varennes
at 011000, The other battalion was moving south to Clermont. RCT 2
at 011000 was west of S%t. Juvin, except for one battalion, which was
in the vicinity of Vouziers. The division continued to mop up and to
move east to occupy the Verdun bridgehead. Leading elements of RCT 10
crossed the treadway bridge at Charby at 021145, RCT 11 by 021200
was disposed with the lst Battalion northeast of Verdun, the 2d
Bettalion southeast of Bennancourt, the 3d Battalion in reserve.

RCT 2 movac into the Iridgehead on 3 September,
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crossing tie bridge at Charny at 1100, On S5 September the division
advanced to the line Jeandelize-St, Maurice with no oppositicon.

30th Inftantry Division. One battalion of the 359th Iafantry moved
to Rethel at 011620 and secured a river crossing. The 357th Infantry
was between Cirnay and Reims, The 358th Infantry was in the vicinity
of Warnerville, The 359ch Infantry was along a line Brienne-
Pyillecourt, south of Lecaille. Two RCTs were ordered at 040800 to
move east, cross the Meuse at Charny, and occupy & porticn of the
bridgehead east of Verdun, At 051045 RCT 357 was in the vicinity of
Suippcs. BAn advance group had reached Ste. Menehould at 051135.
The RIT, less one battalion, was in the bridgehead area at 051620,
One battalion had been sent to the woods in the vicinity of Courupt.
RCT 358 had one battalion motcrized; the rest was advancing on foot.
RCT 259 was still in the Reims area, moving east by foot and motor.

3 _Cavalry Group. The group continued to operate on limited
reconnaissance raids that took small units into Thionville on the
Moselle on 2 3eptember, only to be thrown out. Others were at Beaumont,
Benoiville, Contz, and one mile south of Stenay. The 43d Cavalry
Squadron was assembling as a mobile reserve in the vicinity of Abbe-
ville on 5 September. The 3d was continuing reconnaicsance to the
east in the vicinity of Landres and Audonleroman.

Germen Situation

During this six-day period most of the promised reiniorcements
arrived in the First Army area. The lull in operations permitted
these reinforcements to be allocated according to the newly developing
Army defense plan, rather than in the piecemeal and haphazard fashion
that had been necessary during the two previous weeks of retreat and
disaster.

Cn 1 September OB West estimated that the combat strength of
First Army was about three and one-half divis.ions, including elementg
of the 3d and 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions, which had begun arriving
about 28 August. Between 1 and 5 September the remainder <f both the
3d and the 15th Panzer Greaadier Divisions arrived in the First Army
area (the 15th at less than half strength), as did the newly orgenized
559th and 553¢ Volks Grenadier Divisions (the 559th at about half
strength), pert of the 19th Volks Grenadier Division, and the 106th
Panzer Brigade, The 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division was reorganizing
and was perhaps at 75-85% of full strength, but with green personnel.
Als» incorporated into the First Army was the carrison of Metz, most
of winich had been gathered into an organization called Division No,
452, which had prectically no artillery or service units, but which
aid include high caliber troops: student classes and school troops
of an officers candidate school and a signal school. By & September
the total strength of First Army could be estimated at close to six
full-strength infantry divisions, plus a little armor, but very little
artillery,
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Opposite the XX Corps, west cf Metz, about half.of ghe First
Army strength was incorpurated into LXXXII Corps, which 1nclu§eq the
17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, Division No. 462, the remaining )
elements of the 48th Division (reinforced *¢ clcse to ha}f its authorized
strength), the half strength 559th Volks G- eradier Division, some
elements of the arriving 19th Volks Grencaier Division, and the
106th . anzer Brigade. As noted, there was an acute shortege of. o
artillery and antitank guns, and the 17th SS an:er Grenadier Division
had few of its authorized tanks and assault guns. South of the
LXXXII Corps, and generally opposite the U,S. XII Corps, was the
XLVII Corps, with the remainder of the First Army units. Abcut one-
fourth to one-third of the 2d Panzer Grenadier Division was opposite.
the extreme right flank of the U,S, XX Corps. The total force opposite
XX Corps was estimated by Corps G-2 as about 33,500 men, wit) about
160 tanks and assault guns; the personnel strength estimate was probably
cuite accurate; the tanks and assault gun. were probably overestimated,

During this period the First Army headquarters had been moved
Lack from Montmedy (after a briei stop in Longwy) to Luxembourg.
(Hitler's personal orders precluded the placing of any Army head-
quarters on German soil; thus the geographically-logical location of
Saarbrucken could not be used.)

6 _September

XX Corps Situation

Deliveries of gas»nline, which had been below the deily consumption
rate for several days, began to increase on 4 September, On that
day Ceneral Patton issued orders to the army to proceed to the east
as rapidly as possible. The army, with the XX Corps on the left,
would advance in two phases, across the Moselle River, and then to ths
Riine. ield Order No, 10, on { September, ordered the XX Corps to
cross the Sarre River about 30 miles east ol the Mosclle, The 7th
Armored Division was to lead across the Moselle on a wide front, and
in multiple columns., The division would bypass Metz, leaving it to
the 5tia and 90th Infantry Divisions.

3d Cavalry Group. Five task forces of cavalry stuck out for the
river line from Thionville to Pont-a-Mousson, By 1100 one task force
was fighting for a ford at Arnaville. Others reached points rear
Ars sur Moselle gnd Mameis., The main effort was made from Mars la Tour
toward Gravellote, where a road crater in the draw halted the vehicles
in range of German artillery in and around Fort Jeanne d‘'arc., A
second attempt rfailed to make more progress,

7th Armored Division. Elements of the division moved east at
030300; CCB was crossing the Meuse at 051000, At 1400 the main attack
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took off, with two columns of CCA on the left, two of CCB on the right,
and CCR behind CCB. Most of the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion, a
company of light tanks, and a company of armored engineers remained
behind because of a shortage of gas. At 1800 CCA encouncered Germans
near Ste, Marie aux Chenes and became involved in a stubborn battle
viith inrfantry supported by ertillery which lasted all night., CCB,
meanwhile, had met up with part of the cavalry reconnaissance fcrce,
enga;ed with the enemy guns west of Gravelotte, Oruered to bypass

c.:ls aree, the north column of CCB proceedea to Rezonville, where

it  encountered a number of infantry and machine gunners in the ravine
to the east on the edge of the Bois des Ognons. Part ot the 23d
Armored Infantry Battalion arrived at dusk and was ordered to advance
to the Moselle, The right column of CCB went around other elements

of the reconnaissance force ot Buxieres and proceeded to Gorze, whevre

& company of medium tanks of the 31st Tank Battalion vias stopped by
mines and antitank fire, A company of the 23d Armored Infantry reachcd
the canal between Arnaville and Noveant, but was driven out with heavy
casualties the following morning.

S5th Infantry Division. The division was preparing to follow the
7th Ermored in the attack to the east.

90th Infantry Division. By midnight ell units had closed in a
concentration area in the vicinity >f Etain.

German Situation

Covering forces of the LXXXII Corps were pushed back towerd
Thionville and Metz by the American advance, tiie line being roughly
from sumetz southeast to Mondelange, thence south through Gravelotte
and Gorze, American armored spearheads reached the Moselle near
Monaelange, north of Metz, and near Arnaville south uf the city.

7 September

XX Corps Situation

7th Avmored Division. During the night the 23d Armcred Infantry
Battalion, minus B Company, fought its way tarough the woods south-
erst of Rezonville, reaching the Moselle River just north of Dornocc
at 0400, The crea on both sides of the river was held by the German
203th and 232d Replecement Battalions, and from all sides faire and
bullets struck the American battalion., The guns from Fort Driant
np the river joined the attack. BAn assault force of alnut 7) men
crossed the river, but received such heavy artillery fire as wall
¢s infantry sttacks thet they withdrew.

Eerlier, small patrols of CCB had cros:ed the river in the &rea
of Corny, A series of ccunterattacks, some of them launched from
Lrs sur Moselle, caused the commander of CCB to recuest that CCR bhe
~ent to assist. As CCR was advancing toward the area, however, it
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was halved beyond Mars la Tour and sent back to reserve, to permit

the Sth Infantry Division, which had been ordered to advance, to pass
througi,

The left column cf CCA pushed ahead and reached Mondelange, north
of Metz, before noon, then turned south in search cf a suitable place
to cross the river. The right column of CCA was halted by German
infantry resistance, aided by four 105mm howitzers ac St. Privat.

T:.2 column succeeded in advancing to Talange by early afternoon,
where it joined the left column, A suitable site for crossing the
Moselle was found near Hauconcourt, and CCA halted to await bridging
materials and orders.

Sth Infantry Division. The division attacked to the east at
0300. Battalions 1 and 2, 24 Infantry, (3d was in Corps reserve until
1545) on the left mcoved ahead until just before noon, when it hit
the German defense line on the spur between Amanvillers and Verne-
ville, occupied by the Fahnenjunkerschule regiment. Machine gun
fire and artillery raked the advancing American units and halted them
with heavy losses,

RCT 11, meanwhile, accompanied by trucks carryingy assault boats,
was sent toward Dornot. Progress was slow as it encountered road-
blocks and minefielde,

90th I Zantry Division. With the 43d Cavalry Reconnaissance
Sauadron scouting on the north and west, the division advarced slowly
toward the Moselle, with the interim objective tihe high ground viest
of Thionville and tihe final objective the capture vI the town éend a
croesing of the river, Two regiments of the 559th Volks Grenadier
Civision opposed the advance, The 357th Infantry leit Etain in the
morning and reached Briey, on the wooded plateau west of the river,
where the 2d Battalion became involved in a rugged fight witnh troops
of the German 559th Volks Grenadier Division. The other two battalions,
however, surrounded the town and the German defenders, who surrendered
the fcllowing Jay. On the left, the 358th Infantry advanced t¢ the
hig.: ground west of Trieux, where they were halted by a German rear
guard detachment. About four miles southwest of the town the division
command post was set up near the town of Mairy. The 329th Infantry
Rcgiment had moved up to Landres, about four miles northwest of Mairy,

German Situation

The American drive toward Metz continued, The 559th Volks
Grenodier Division was driven back toward the river in the Briey-
Thionville area, and was unable to dislodye the Americsn armos on the
river near Mondelange. Division No, 462 firmly held the wester:
defenses of Metz. South of the Metz fortifications American tanks
drove the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, and the extreme right
f1ank of the 3d Panzer Grenadier Divis:or, back across the river.
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Scattercd strorg soints near Gorze, Arraville and Noveant were able
to hold out witi: che support of artillery fire from the Metz forts

to the ncrth and ecst, The situstion north of the city was considered
to be potentially mcre serious than to the south, and during the day
First Army headcuarters organized a counterattack to disrupt, and
possibly force the withdrawal of the American forces approaching
Briey and Thionville, The attacking force was the 106th Panzer
Grenadier Brigade, reinforced with one regiment (understrength) of the
15th Panzer Grenadier Division and elements of the 1Sth Volks Grene-
dier Division (probably about one understreng+h regiment). In the
lste evening the Germans advanced southwest on side roads, pact
Aumetz, toward Landres and Briey.

8 Segtember

XX Corps Situation

5ch Infantry Division. (CCB, 7tk Armored Division, attached).
In the cold and rain, troops of the 2¢ Battalion, llth Infantry,
prepcred to cvoss the Moselle River in assasult boats brought down
by the 7th Engi.eer Combet Battalion at about 0600. Surprise was
impossible, anu the troops clustered between Le Chene and Dornot
were under contiuuous fire from German units on both sides of the
river. Artillery from Fort Driant 3000 yards to the northwest and
Fort Verdun 2000 yards east fired on the crossing. The 23d Armored
Infantry Battalion had been reduced c¢o halr strength by its earlier
action, and one company was assigned to hold the leit bank as the
rest crossed; the remainder joined the 2d Battalion, 1lth Infantry,
in the crossing.

Lfter three battalions of 105mm howitzers arrived to support the
assault, the boats beuan crossing the river at about 1045. By 1320
two companies and a rfew armored infantrymen were across the river,
with &lmm mortars and heavy machine guns. Amnunition for the U.S,
ertillery was rationed, and requests for air support were denied,
since most of the XIX TAC was engaged in hitting Brest., After
remaining under cover of the trees near the river until late after-
noon, while more boatloads of men and eaquipment were ferried across
under enemy gunfire, two assault companies advanced toward Forts
Sommy and Blaise, part of the fortifications of Metz, a couple of
thousand yards to the east. Although the forts themselves were only
lightly manned, they were protected by barbed wire and by a moat and
causeway and a high iron fence, As the Americans awaited artillery
fire to assist an advaace, they werc suddenly attackea on both flanks
by the 2d Battalion, 37th SS Panzer Greradier Regiment. Under heavy
fire the Americans slowly withdrew to the bridgehead, wh2re the
remeins of four infantry companies and 48 men of the 23d Armored
Inlantry Battalion dug in in anarea 206 yards wide and 3(0 yards deep.
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To the north the 24 Infantry had been halted by the rugged German
defenses on the line pAmanvillers-Verneville-Gravelotte, In the
early morning the lst Battalion sustained a strong German attack that
resulted in the deat. or capture of twc officers and 66 men, All ti . ee
1,S. battalions attacked later in the day. The 2d fought its way
into Verneville, while the lst reached Amanvillers, suffering very
heavy casualties from German artillery fire. The area being attacked
was part of the outer line of fixed fortificaticns of Metz, defenced
by some of the toughest of the Geirman troops.

7th Armcrec Division (-). CCA, 7th Armored Division, hac spread
out along the west bank south of Talange as a task force cciaposed of
the 49th Armored Infantry Battalion, 40th Tank Battalion (-}, 695th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion, engineers and tank destroyers.
There it remained, conducting a continuois artllery duel with the
German batteries on all sides., On § September alone the 48th Armored
Infantry Battalion suffered 63 casualties,

90th Infantry Division. The 90th Division had halted at the
point where General der Panzertruppen Otto von Knobelscuorvtf, new
commander of the German First Army, had planned to strice the flank
of the U.,S, Third Army and drive it south toward the mines around
Briey. Having received permission from Hitl< - to use the 106th Panzer
Brigade for two days, von Knobelsdorff cent tne brigade south through
Aumetz during the night. The Germans moved down side roads between
the 358th and 359th Infantry, end hit the cormand post of the 90th
Division near Mairy at 0200, The Bmericans were completely surprised,
and fought back fiercely with an assortment of weapcns. By daylight
other elements of the division were involved in a rugged fight. The
Germans, however, had also become confused, and not anticipating the
situation into which they had moved, were neither strong enough nor
well enough organized either to carry out their mission or to fight
their way out effectively. As a result, only scattered elements of
the counterattacking force escaped the trap they had run into. The
lst Battalion of the 357th Infantry, meanwhile, having driven off
another counterattack with artillery fire, mowed down a German infontry
battalion on a hill west of Neufchef,

German Situition

Shortly after midnight the 106th Battle Group unexpectedly ran
into the American 90th Division command post southeast of Landres.
The inexperience of the nowly-organized German units now proved
critical, The operation <egenerated into a series of scactered, un-
coordinated engagements with the surprised Americans. As a result,
by dewn the Germans found themszlves surrounded by the entire 90th
Division, and so scattered that centralized control and mansuver were
impossible. During the day the individual German units fought their
way out of the unexpected trap, but with heavy losses, Captured or
destroyed were 30 tanks, 60 half-tracks, and nearly 100 other vehicles,
Only nine tanks and assault guns returned across the Moselle; the 106th
Panzer Brigade was reduced to about 25% authcrized strength, While
delaying the advance of the 90ch for perhaps a uay, the counterattack
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had utterly failed to accomplish its mission, and must be considered
a disastrous failure,

Elsewhere the situation was not greatly chanyged, The strungpoints
west of the Moselle south of Metz were overrun by the Americans, who
also succeeded in establishing a small bridgehead at Dorncut.,

J September

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. Task Force McConnell of CCA was ordered
to make a sweep ouc of St., Privat to the east of 2Amanvillers and
back toward Montigny. After artillery, tanks, and tank destroyers
had pounded German fortifications and strong points during the morning,
the task force moved out down the road to the east., Almost at once
it came under fire from Fort Kellermann and guns in the Bois de
Jaumont., After seven tanks and two self-propelled guns were knocked
out the column withdrew., On the other side of the town the <3lumn
turned to attack toward Amanviliers, already under Atltack from the
1lst Battalion, 2d Infantry. Counterattacks from the right and fire
from the Lorraine Forts, however, had prevented the battalion from
entering the town, Seven battalions of field ertillery attacked these
emplacement:s with little effect. On the right of the 2d Infantrv
Regiment the 3d Battalion, attacking east of Malmaison toward Moscou
Farm, cncountered a nest of pillboxes and bunkers as well as Cross-
fire from the drav southeast of Gravelotte. The 2d Battalion, east of
Verneville, hiv a weak section of th= german line, and advanced

several hundred yards. But by nightfall it too was checked by fire
from a sunken road west of Fort de Guise,

S5th Infantry Division. During the night of 8/9 September the
Germans counterattacked the bridgehead repeatedly, and each time were
driven off, with numerous casualties on both sides, During the day
counteratcacks and enemy shelling continued to hit the defenders.

At 2245 two companies of the 37th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment with

covering fire from a third company counterattacked, but were finally
driven off,

The remainder of the 1llth Infantry moved to high ground north-
west of Dornot, The 10th Inrantry sent out a reconnaissance party,

which located a svitable site near Arnaville to attempt a crossing
of the river,

90th Infantry Division. In the late morning the 90*h resumed
its advance to the northeast, the 559th Volks Grenadier Division
withdrawing before it, German rear guards were captured or destroyed
as the Americans proceeded., By nightfall the leading battalions were
in the vicinity of Tontoy and Neufchef, eight miles from Thionville.
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German Situation

The elements of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division that had been
with the First Army were withdrawn, but the remainder of the under-
strength 19th Volks Grenadier Division srrived in the Army area.

Trere was little change in the situztion along the LXXXII Corps front.
The 559th Volks Grenadier Division held its positiouns west of Thion-
ville, as the American 90th Divisior. reorganized after tiie battle with
the 106th Panzer 3rigade., BAmerican efforts to expand the Doruot
bridgehead were smashed by alert ground action and effective artillery
fire from the Metz fortifications.

The approach of BAmerican V Corps "wits (ncrth of XX Corps) to
Luxempourg forced the withdrawal of First Army headauarters to
Gchuttrange, 8 kilometers to the southeast of Luxembourg.

10 September

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. CCA was coveriny the flanks of the 90th
Division and the 2d Infantry, 5th Division, and also keeping a corrider
to the Moselle open between Metz and Thicnville, Task Force McConnell
was supporting the 2d Infantry, Despite attacks by three scuadrons
of F-47s on the strongholds around Amanvillers, the attack by the 2d
Infantry at 1800 found resistance still heavy there. Each pillbox and
strongpoint had to be reduced individually, and progress was slow,
The lst Battalion, with Task Force McConnell on its right, in three
hours reached a poinc about 100 yards from Amanvillers. The 2d
reached high ground east of Verneville, The 3d Battalion, or the
right, nad been unable to cross the heavily wooded Mance ravine east
of Gravelotte, 30 well was it protected by German gun positions,
Lo attempt to go around the draw by attacking through the Bois des
Genivaux made little progress, as German detachments repeatedly appeared
and took back whatever ground was gained.

90th Infantry Division, The division continued its advance a&across
the plateau cut by gorges and defiles west of Thionville, The 357th
Infantoy moved from Neufchef through Heyange, where a Germsn counter-
attack halted the advance. In the center of the division Iront the
3556th took Algrange and then attacked up a steep hiil beyc.ad, German
defencers on the top held the Americans back until darkness put an
end to the fight, The 359th found the Germans facing them had with-
drawr., The infantry moved ahead rapidly, with the reconnaissance
cavairy far in front.

5th Infantry Division, Uneasy about the slight bridgehead held
by “he 2d Battalion, 1l Infantry, at Dornot, General Irwin, commanding
che Sth Infantry Division, had ordered the 10th Infantry to make a
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crossing about 2% miles south cf the bridgehead and directed the

troops already east of the river teo link up with it. Starting at

0200 the troops of the 10th Infantry, under a smoke screen, began
crossing the river in boats at a point between Noveant and Arnaville.
The objective on tue east bank was a ridge about a thousand yards fir-om
the river, running north from Hill 38€ in the Bois des Anneaux.
Encountering little resistance, the ist Battalion took Hill 386, while
the 2d took Hill 370 and the Bois <e Gaumont to the north., Before

the 1lst Battalion could dig in it was hit from the south by tanks end
infantry of the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division. After a tense

fight tihie “mericans drove off tne@ Germans with bazookas. A second
attack at midday, however, by a battalion of infantry end about

twenty tanks or assault guns, forced the 2mericans to pull back,
American artillery and tank destroyers or the other side of the river
finally broke up the attack and disrupted several other German counter-
attacks during the afternoon. Some P-~47s also attacked German positions
in the late afternocon, Late in the evening two companies of the 3d
Battalion, vhich had recently arrived in the bridgehead, attacked

the town of Arry, south of Hill 386, Although they occupied it,

however, they were not strong enough to hold it and withdrew just
Fefore midnight.

The 1llth Infantry, since their establishment of the Dornot
bridgehead, had beei. under repeated attacks from portions of at least
four German battalions, A total of 36 counterattacks had been repulsed
by nightfall of the 10th, when the weary survivors were evacuated
thrcugh enemy fire, (German units were: 203th Replascement Battalion;
2d Battalion, 8th Panzer Grenadier Regiment (3d Panzer Grenadier
Division); 2d Battalion, S51st $S Panzer Grenadier Brigade (17th
SS Panzer Grenadier Division); and the 4th S5 Signal Battalion of
the Waffen-8S Nachrichtenschule.) The Americans had killed abou.

500 Germans and wounded many morc, but US losses had been high, TLew
of the officers had survived unscathed. One company of the 3d
Battalion had only 50 men left, no officers. In the 2d Battalion.
three rifle companies had suffered over 300 casuelties,

German Situation

First Army headcuarters was moved agein, this time to St., Avold,
east of Metz. North of Metz the 559th Volks Grenadier Division was
forced back part way to Thionville. American efforts to advance
west of Metz continued tc be blocked completely by Division Nc, 462.
Southwest of the city the l17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division and
3d Panzer Grenadier Division continued to block American efforts
to expand tne bridgehead at Dornot, While the Germans' attention
was focussed on the Fornot bridgchead, however, the Americans were
establishing a new one opposite Arnaville and Noveant. By evening
this was secured, and during the night the handful of American -
survivors opposite Dornot wcs withdrawn,
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11l September

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. CCR of the 7th Armored Division hac been
assembling at Ste, Marie, behind the left flank of the 2u Infartry,
Sth Division. Lt 0630 it moved out northeast on the road to Fierre-
villers, in an attempt to get behind the enemy that had haltea the
1st and 2d Battalicns. Encountering roadblocks and antitank guns
near Pierrevillers and occasional artillery and zntitank rire, the
column turnec toward Semecourt. There, however, it came under heavy
fire from the guns of thé Canrobert Forts. Advance vas impossible
and the column was turned back to the west., The dismounted armored
infantry fought its way up the rugged hills behind Bronvaux.

5th Infantry Division., The 10th Infantry in the bridgehead
near Arnaville ias attacked by infantry and tanks on both flanks in
the errly morning. The lst Battalion drove the Germans back to
Arry, but the 2d Battalion became involved in a bitter fight, in which
102 men were lost before the German: were finally driven off by
rifle :nd machine gun fire, They withdrew under artillery fire from
Americen batteries on the v.est bank.

Elements of the 1llth Infantry began crossing the river to rein-
force the 10ta Infantry in the eerly morning. Two companies wrade an
abertive atrtempt to cross the raver north of Noveant, A second
attempt landed the 3d Battalion and two companies »f the lst in the
10th Infantry Regiment's briayehead, where they managed to push slowly
ahcad to the outskirts of Corny despite constant firz from Fort Driant,
Air support assisted the troops in the bridgehead, and by the end of
the day six tank destroyers ond ten tanks had been taken across to
the east bank ¢f tne river,

At 0400 Cerman infantry in a surprise attack hit the 2d Battalion,
2d Infantry's, right flank and drove tre Americans back southwest of
Montigny. Later in the day the battalion regained most of the ground,
oriy to lose it again in a second counterattack. Still another
counterattack at about midnight was driven ofi. The battalion lost
alf of its men during the day. The lst Battalion, near Amanviliers,
was driven bark by German artillery and ~mall arms fire., The 32
Battalion moved north from the erea of Malmaison to assist the 1st,
but the Americans were held off by the Germaa artillery,

90th Infantry Division. With the 5th Armored Division of the
First Army abreast of the 90th Division on the left, Major Czneral
Reymend McLain, commanding the 90th, decided to drive to the Mos2lle,
The 34 Battalion, 35ith Infantry, found that the Germans east of
Algrange had withdravn during the night, anrd they advanced to a scarp
southwest of Volkrange, where the Germans put up a defense, The
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lst Battalion, on the left, had slower g>ing against stubborn resis-
tance but gained the heights southwest o Ertrange. The 2d Battalion
then, in the evening, advanced slowly between the lst ard 3d,

encourt ‘ring considerable resistance. On the right the 327th Infantry
advanced to the river south of Thionville and took the town of
Florange.

German Situation

There was little change. In the north the 559th Volks Grenadier
Division was forced to give up some ground to the American 90th
ivision, The Americans succeeded in slightlv expanding their
Arnaville bridgehead.

12 September

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. At noon a bridge was completed, and the
31st Tank Battalion of CCB crossed to the bridgehead at Arnaville,

5th Intantry Division. Elements of the 17th SS Panzer, 3d Infantry,
snc 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions attacked the 5th Division's bridge-
head at 0330 cn 12 September in a coordinatea attack precedzd by
heavy artillery fire, A battalion of German infantry and a company
of tanks attacked the right of the 10th Infantry. Although American
artillery fire broke up the first probes, two companies broke through
the lines of the lst Battalion. Most of the German grenadiers were
killed in hand=-to-hand fighting. On the left four German tanks
attacked the 1lth Infantry, which had elements in the village of
Corny. Two of the tanks were knocked out and the others driven off,
But other units attacked fiercely, causing many casualties until
killed, ceptured, or driven off by fire from American artillery and
tank destroyers.

90th Infantry Division. German resistance west of the rive> in
the 90th Division sector was virtually ended, for the G2rman commander
had ordered a withdrawal across the river north of Met-. While the
357th Infantry occupied Uckange the 358th moved into Thionville,
delayed by mines and a few small German attacks, By nightfall all but
a small sector cof the city was in American hands.

German Situation

North of Metz the 559th Volks Grenadier Division counterattacked
vigorously, but was driven back to the Moselle in the vicinity of
Thionville, It was cecided to withdraw completely across the
river during the night. In the center, Division No. 462 still heid
t-e western defenses of Metz, South of the city American efforts to
( 2xpand the Arnaville bridg'ehead were contained,
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1.3 September

XX Corps Situation

7th Armored Division. Rain began during the night and continued
all day. Adding to the limitations this imposed on operations was a
critical shortege of ammunition throughout the XX Corps. CCB, attached
~Z the 5th Infantry Division, was in reserve in the bridgehead.
Perrols to the south reported that the enemy appeared to have left
Arry. Orders from the S5th Division commander to CCB to attack were
cancelled because of heavy Germar. shelling, deep mud, and a lack of

time for adecuate reconnaissance, CCA was concentrated south of
Talange.

Sth Infantry Division. RCT 2, attached to the 7th Armored
Division west of Metz, attacked at 1300, but was unable to make
progress in the face of enemy artillery and mortar fire,

9Gth Infantry Division, The division was along the Moselle, with
the 3d Battalion, 359th Infantry, from Thionville north to Malling
and RCT 358 between Malling and Haboudange.

German Situation

North of Metz the 553th Volks Grenadier Division was organizing
a new adefensive line behind the Moselle River, north and south of
Thionville, The situation west and south of Metz remained unchangeud.

;4 Seotembgg

XX Corps Situation

Continuing rain made it impossible for canks to maneuver in the
clay scil east of the river, and the attempt to expand the bridgehead
south and southeast was postponed, P new XX Corps order was issued,
outlining an operation designed to capture the stronghold of Metz,
T2 90th Division was to relieve CCA, which would .ove south and

ross into the bridgehead. The armored units were to swing south
and east and attack Metz from the southeast, while the 5th Infantry
Division struck almost directly north toward the city. Regardless
of weather (and the rain had stopped b, afternocn), the operation
was to be launched the following morni.ng.

German Situation

The situation remained essentially unchanged.
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XX Corps Order of Battle
14 Bugust 1944
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Headquasrters Units

S5th Infantry Division

2d Infantry Regiment
10th Infentry Regiment
11th Infentry Regiment
5th Reconnaissance Troop (Mechanized)
7th Engineer Combat Battalion
Division Artillery
19th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how.)
46th Field Ertillery Battalion (10S5mm how. )}
50th Field Artillery Battalion (105um how.)
21st Field Artillery Battelion (155mm how.)
Attschments:
449th ARA AW Battalion ‘Mobile)
735th Tank Battalion
818th Tank Destroyer rattalion (SP)
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80th Infantry Division
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317th Infantry Regiment
313th Infantry Regiment
319th Infantry Regiment
80th Reconnaissance Troop (Mechanized)
305th Engineer Combat Battalion
Division 2rtillery
313th Field BArtillery Battalion (105mm how.)
314th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how.)
905th Field Rrtillery Battalion (105mm how.)
315th Field Artillery Battalion (155 how.)
Ettachments:
633d BRR AW Battalion (Mobile)
702d Tsnk Battalion
©10th Tank Destroyer Battalion

90th Infant.v Division

357th Infantry Regiment

358th Infantry Regiment

359th Infantry Regiment

90th Reconnaissance Troop (Mechanized)

315th Engineer Combat Battalion

Division Artillery
343d Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how.)
344th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how.)
915th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm how.)
345th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm how.)
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Bttachments:
537th FAL AW Battalion (Mobile)
712th Tank Battalion
607th Tark Destroyer Battalion

7th Ermored Division

Combat Command A

40th Tank Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

489th Armored Field Rrtillery Battalion
One company, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion
One company 33d Armored Erigineer Battalion

Combat Command B

3lst Tank Battalion

23d Rrmored Infantry Battalion

434th Ermored Field Artillery Battalion
One company 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion
One company 23d Armored Engineer Battalion

Combat Command R

38th Prmored Infantry Battalion

17th Tank Battalion

440th Prmored Field Artillery Battalion
One company 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion
One company 33d Rrmored Engineer Battalion

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized)

Attachments:
2033 RAE AW Battalion (SP)
814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP)

Corps Rrtillery

193d Field Artillery Group
177th Field Artillery Battalion

949th Field Brtillery Battalion (25 Rug. only)

284th Field Brtillery Battalion (22 Aug.)
241st Field Prtillery Battalion {23 Aug.)
195th Field Artillery Group
204th Field Artillery Battaslion
733d Field Artillery Battalion
736th Field Ertillery Battalion
553th Field Artillery Battalion (23 Pug.)
689th Field Ertillery Battolion (29 Pug.)
282d Field Artillery Battalion
943d Field Artillery Battalion
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5th Field Artillery Group
( 695¢ Irmored Field Artillery Battalion
B Bactery, 706th Field 2Prtillery Battalion (25 Rug. only)
204th Field Rrtillery Croup (29 Eug.)

. 773d Field Artillery Battalion
¢ 999th Field Artillery Rattalion (5-~10 Sept.)
: 270th Field ARrtillery Battalion (5 Sept.)

Z ¢89th Field Artillery Battalion (5 Sept.)

4 739th Field Rrtillery Bcttalion (8-10 Sept.)
: 277th Field Artillery Battalion (8«10 Sept.)
4 274th Field Artillery Battalion (8 Sept.)

ls 189th Field Artillery Battalion

§ 4th Tank Destroyer Group

) 774th Tank Destroyer Battalion

A 33d Field Artillevy Brigade (8 Sept.)

& 203d Field Ertillery Group {10 Sept.)

German Order of Battle
1 September 1944

Fiyst Army
LXXX Corps

Panzer Lehr Division
One-third of 15th Panzer Grenadier Division
48th Infantry Division

LXXXII Corps

559th Infsntry Division

462d Reserve Division

17th S5 Panzer Grenadier Division
26th SS Pangzer Divisicn

XXXXVII Panzer Corps
3¢ Panzer Grenadier Division
Two-thirds of 15th Panzer Grenadier Division
Parts of 3534 Infantry Division

106th Panzer Brigade

E-31




WEATHER, 14 RUGUST-14 SEPTEMBER 1944

C Dete

Weather

Rugust 14
15
16

17
18

19

September 1

Ul p

WdO

9-11
12
13

Scattered clouds becoming broken; visibility 2 miles in
morning, becoming 5

Overcast, intcrmittent rain during night; morning cloudy;
visibility 3 miles

Intermittent rain during night; broken clouds until 162000;

clear until 170300, overcast untili 171100, breaking at 171200

Broken clouds until 172200, then clouds reformed

Broken clouds until 181800, then scattered untii 190400, then
clear until 190800, lrecoming overcast

Scattered clouds until 192300, clear until 200200, overcast
until 200700, scattered & broken clouds, " rain

Cloudy throughout with drizzle after mianight, rain from
210400 until 210830

Overcast during day until 2102060, broken clouds, trace of rairn

No rcport

Continuous overcast, showers from 231600 intermittent;
visibility reduced from 5 to 1 mile

Broken clouds until 241900, clear for rest of period

Scattered clouds, ovzecast from 260660-261000

Cloudy until 261800, clear until 270500, overcast until
2709303 scattered clouds until 271200

Broken clouds until 272400, 3cattered until 280200, clear
until 280600, then broken

Fair, warm, intermittent rain beginning morning of 29

Overcast until 292300, clouds broken until 300200, overcast
rest of period

Overcast until 31G100; scattered clouds until 310500; over-
cast, light drizzle, moderate rain until 311000; broken clou

Cloudy, overcast most of period; drizzle during night;
visibility fair to poor

Scattered clouds, overcast, rair. latter part of period;
visibility fair to poor st .nd of period

Overcast, broken clouds, intermittent rain through period

Broken clouds until 040200; scattered uncil 040700; then
low broken clouds

Scattered clouds, overcast, trace of rair at end of pericd

Overcast throughout, broken clouds 05120C-052400, inter-

mittent rain

Cloudy through period, intermittent rain, windy morning of 7

Intermittent rain; visibility fair to poor

Intermittent rain and drizzle until 082200; overcast and
broken clouds during most of period; visibility 4-6 miles
during rain, 6-10 miles rest of period

Unknown

Mostly fair greater part of period; scattered clouds

Broken clouds to overcast at 131900; light rain began at
132000, continuing until 140300
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XX CORPS OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
14 August = 13 Septawbar 1944

=1-_ - — —— — . ]}
C g " c Distance Advanced
A ngsgement 155107 nemy
s Date . Renarks Serious |[Moderate | Slaght | Negligible
: V4 Designation [Factor Posture Oppositn |Opposicn | Opposj
Aug -4 . . . .. |7 AD %o Mantes € Dreux; 5 1D near Angers | . . | . » .. .. 24,0
. ot engaged
E i3 Charcres \ 7 *D shifred toward Chartres; S ID follows| HD .. .. 30.¢ ..
é * [ ity truck
3 15iChartres ¢/ AL attacks Chartres; S ID assembles SW HD .. 1.0 .. 32.0
X ! Chartres
S 17 Chartres 7 S ID reldieves 7 AD at Chartres; 7 kD to HD .. 1.0 .. i S.0
3 IDraux 1
1 1
3 18 Chartres S ID takes Chartrzs; 7 AD reaches Dreux BD .. 6.0 . ! 5.0
. 1giChartres Consolidation at Chartres & Dreux Hb .. e Ve J
- 22 e . . Mo chanae . . . [ . .
1
1 3 . . jdv E toward Scancy 7 BD near Rambouillet, | . . .. e [ 55.0
. 5 ID crosses Tssonne £ of Etamps ! |
3 22 . .. . «» {7 AD at Seine near Melun; & ID nears Seine| . . .. P 49,0 ..
1 | near Montereau |
5 H t
- 23 Seane 7 AD crosses Smane at Ponthaerry, 5 ID , D .. . . 5.2 ..
i ' lcrosses at Fontainbleau ' |
;':‘ 24!Se1ne 9 Both Divs develop lridgeheads,continue ] .. . . -0 .
: CTOSSING | !
H
E;; 25{Seane 7 AD takes Melun, pursues to Provans; , PD .. .. .. 25.¢
;- 5 iD completes crossing at Montereou
3 i
2 25, . . . .« 7 AD regroups near Provans: S ID reaches , . . .. .. .. 2%
1 Nogent & Sezanne : )
27| . . . . . 7 AD crosses Marne at Chateau Thierry; ' .. .. .. ng. ..
, S ID advances E ot Frovins
. 2sl . . . . . |7 AD adv NL toward Rexms, react2s Epernay, ' . . . . l . 42.C
‘ 5 ID reaches Montmirail,Cnampautert,tpernay, :
| |
23, . . . . . |7 AD takes Fism:s,passes Reims,reactes .. R lt .. 3C.2 i
i Fiasne; 5 1D occupies Reims i '
0 . . . 2. |7 AD adv 7 to Youziers; 5 ID out of P . L 5.0
1 jcontact nedr Reims '
i
31iVerdun 10 7 AD crosses Meus: at Verdun; S 1D reaches . . .. | I . 5.0
| S<. M2nenould X
|
Szp 1«5 . . . . . Xorps along Meuse N & S ot Verdun; 5 ID .. - .. .. 3.0
lconsolida~es Vardun bridgehead .
6{Moselle-Metz 8 dv to Moselle, 3 Cav Gp & 7 AD in adv, Del . 14.0 .. ..
followed by 90 & S IDs abreast
7 |Maselle-Metz 8 |7 kD along Moselle, S ID close tehind; Dzl “ . 7.0 L. ..
190 AD rcaches Briey 1
¥
2{Dornot, Landres- 6 IS ID tridgehead over Moselle at Dornot; Del 2.0 .. .. ..
Briey 8 [90 IV repulses German night counterattack
9jdornot 3 |7 RD & § ID no progress; 90 AL adv slowly D2} 2.0 . s ; .
ltoward Thionville j
10|Arnaville. 7 {5 1D establishes new bridjzehead at Arna- Lel 3.0 .. ..
Traonvall 5 [valle, withdraws *rom Dornot; 90 ID
lapproaches Thionv. 1lle
11'A.navile, 7 |5 ID consolidates Arnaville bridgehead; Del 4.0 ..
Thionville 6 {20 1D to Moselle near Thionville
12 . .. . . [5ID & 7 AD consoladate Amaville bridge- Del 7.0 .. : P ..
head; 90 ID consclidates Thionville & ;
roselle line ,
13{Metz 3 |5 ID and 7 AD repulsed W of Metz; otner=~ FD 0 . [ .
'-use lattle action i
Total Distance Advanced: 514.0 km i3.C 25.0  1138.0 334.0
Avevage Advance per Day: 16.6 km {31 days) 2.2(6 8.3(3.51 23.0(6 26.7(12.%
Days Not Advancing: 3 (10%) davs) days) ! days) days)
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3 7TH ARMORED DIVISION OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
14 August - 13 Septemier 1344

———— ——— —

E——— — — — ——— —
Engagement Mission . Enemy Diﬁmﬂmiﬁﬂ-r———
Date D2signation Factor Remacks Posture perious [ Moderate] 3light Negligqatle
Depositn] Oppositn|Oppositn Dpposition
RAug 14| . . . . [dv toward Treux & Mantes-Gassicourt vi/d P .. .. 24,0
(half day only)
3 1S{Charzres 7 |pdv toward chartres HD -2.0 L. . 40,7
: 16|Chart res 5 [CCB attacks Chartres; CCA & CCR encircle HD 1.0 . . 10.0 ..
3 town
; 17|Chartres 5 |Combat at Chartres; CCR adv toward Dreux HD 1.0 .. .. 20.0
13 . . . . . Move to Dreux . . .. .. .. 20,0
1
3 I3-1 B . . « {Consolidation in Dreux hridgehead .
231 . . . . rNo action .. .. v - .
] 2 . . . . « [Advanc: toward Melun .. C . .. . 55.7
3 22 . . . . . Jhdvance toward Melun PD o ] 34,0
4 23{M21un 6 {Atrack on M2lun repulsed; <rossing at L 2.9 v .. 18,0
; Ponthierry !
.E 24{Melun 6 |Divasion completes crassing at Ponthierry PD 0 .. 10.90
25|Melun 9 Melun captured by CCR; CCA and CCB reach wW/d . . .. .. 45.0
Provans
25 . . . . . |Div regroups; .light contact .. .. .. .
27 . . . . . JAdv to Chsceau Thierry; Marne R.crossed .. .. - . . $5.0
281 . . . . . [Broad front adv N ~oward Reims between .. .. . . .. 40,90
Chatwau Thicrry, & Tpernay
230 . . . . . {Adv NE through Fismes, then bypassing .. .. .. 35.0 ..
Reims to Aisne near Neufchatel
k1] . . . . . JAdv E, south of Aisne toward Verdun;haited| . . P v 10.0 45.0
by resistance along Aisne at Vouziers &
south
3)1{Verdun 16 |Drave eastward across Risne & through Del . . - 10.0 5C.0
JErgonne; Verdun & Meuse crossings seiced
Sep 1-5 . . . . [Consolidataon and rest rear V:rdun .. .. . ..
6|Moselle~Metz 8 [|Adv from Verdun to Moselle Del . 6.0 .. 40.¢C
7{Moselle~Metz 8 {Probe for Moselle crossing N & § of Metz Del .. 12.0 .
8|Moselle-Met2 7 |Pav hoiding active defense role elong FD 2.0 “ . .. ..
Moselic N of Metz
9jMoselle-Metz 6 |Consolidation W of Moselle FD 2.0 .. . .
10{Moselle-Mezz S {Support of S5th & 90th Divs FD o] . . .
1l|Moselle-Metz [ FSupport of Sth § 90th Divs FD 0 .. .. .
12{Moselle~Metz 6 |Support of 5th & 90th Divs; crossing into FD 2.0 .« . .
Arnaville tridgehead
13|Moselle-Metz . . fSupport of Sth & 90th Divs; no real action| FP .. .. 0 .
Total Distance Advanced: 579,0 km 8.0 18.0 118.0 434.0
hverage Rdvance per Day: 18,7 km (31 days) 1.0(8 12.0€1.5] 23.3(5 51.6(r.5
Jays not Engaged: 8 (26%) days) days) days) days)
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Engagement Calculatlon Sheet (Series E)

Engagement No: 5C1

% C Dates: 23-25 August 1944

; Friendly Force: XX Corps

LR AR S T L B SRS, VY

Enemy: First Army (=)
Terrain (r): rolling, mixed

Posture (u): f: 2

Days' Duration:

Weather (h):

Season (z):

3

showers

overcast, intermittent

summer, temperate

¢ PD
Friendly Enemy
Number OoL1 Number OLI
é N Personnel strength , ., ., ., . . 40,619 - 15,000 -
g Cas Casualties, total . . . . . . . 234 - 906 -
‘ Casualties/day . . . .. . . 78 - 302 -
US Small arms . . , « . . . . ... 40,619 8,124} 15,000 3,000
ng Macnine guns ., . . . ., .. .. 2,804 5,060 745 859
é Wi, Total heavy weapons . . . . . . 3,071{ 75,404 2711 17,460
Mortars . « v v v v 4 4 4 W . 607 44,930 93 15,50¢%
: ( _ Infantry cannon . . . .. .. - - 3 501
E ET guns, towed . . . . . . . 123 7,245 - -
Light EZAguns . . . . . . . . 144 3,600 12 144
Rocket launchers/flamethrowers 2,197 19,829 166 1,310
WQ Total artillery . . . . . . . . 2961 77,740 78 | 18,375
Field artillery, light . . . 188 | 43,924 26 6,826
Fielid artillevy, med & hvy . 108 33,316 13 3,900
Naval gunfire support « . e - = = =
EA artillery (50mm & over) . - - 38 7,650
Wy Total armor « &+ & - ¢ v ¢« « . . 6371 144,756 38 13,472
Tenks, light . .« . . . . . . 1371 33,291 - -
: Tenks, medivm . . . . . . . 255} 45,170 281 10,822
- Tanks, heavy . . . . . . .. - = = =
Prmored €ars . « + o« o o . . 165 7,095 - -
Tenk destroyer/assault guns 631 19,200 10 2,650
(: W, Total air close support scrties 73 8,833 0 -
; Sorties/day . . . . . . .. 73} 8,833 0 -
J  Trucks & double armored vehicles| 7,717 - 2,300 -
E Q  Distance opposed advance . . 38km ~38km
i Distance/day . « « « « o« o 12.7km =12, 7km
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Friendly Force:

Dates:

Engagement Calculstion Sheet (Series E)

Enemy: First Army

Terrain (r):

XX Corps

(=)

6-11 September 1944

rolling, mixed

Engagement No: 502

Days' Duration:

Weather (h); cloudy, intermittent rain

6

Posture (u): f: A Season (z): summer, temperate
e¢: Del
Friendiy Enem
Number OLI | Number OoL:
N Personnel strength . . . . . . 59,631 - 41,500 -
Cas Casualties, total . . . . .+ . « 1,647 - 1,700 -
Casualties/day . . . . . . . 275 - 283 -
We Smallarms o . 4 o o v o 4 eae 59,631} 11,926 41,500 8,300
wmg Machkine guns 4+ . &« . « « . & 3,890 5,240 2,840 3,128
YWy Total hzavy weapons . . “ o 4,227 | 105,152 952 | 44,354
Mortars e e o s o s s e o 7571 63,830 220} 36,050
Infantry cannon . . . .+ . . . - - 12 2,004
AT guns, towed . . . . . . . 180| 8,784 20 500
Light 2B GUNS &+ « « & « « o & 192 4,800 100 | 1,200
Rocket launchers/flamethrowers 3,098 | 27,738 600 4,600
wg Total 8rtillery « + « o « « + 520 | 110,962 236 | 56,272
Field artillery, light . . . 364 59,830 88 | 21,712
Field artillery, med & hvy . 156§ 51,132 40 §{ 12,780
Naval gunfire support . . . - - = =
LR artillery (SOmm & over) . - - 108 | 21,780
Wy Total armor + + ¢ « « « o o & 330 | 179,621 160 ] 56,980
Tanks, light . . . . . . . . 154 1 30,03%¢ - -
Tenks, medium . « . . . . . 315} 105,210 120 ] 46,380
Toanks, heavy .« ¢« ¢« o « « o &« - - - -
Prmored Cars « « o o o o o o 245 10,535 - -
Tank destroyer/assault guns 116} 27,840 40| 10,600
W, Total air close support sorties 29 3,509 0 -
Sorties/day .+ . o . 0 o o« o 29 3,509 0 -
J  Trucks & double armored vehicles| 9,325 - 7.900 -
Q  Distance opposed advance . . 32km -32km
Distance/day . + + « o o « 5.3km =5.3km

12-38




o o ~ - ——— e ™

—_— i bt > A oms Mouit amsamem o

Engagement Calculation Sheet (Series E

Engagement No: 503

(k Dates: 13 September 1944 Dsys® Dyration: 1
1 Friendly Force: XX Corps

Enemy: First Army (=)

1 Terrain (r): rolling, mixed Weather (h): overcast, light rain
i Posture (u): £f: A Season (z): Ssummer, temperate
5 e: FD
é Friendl Enemy
Number LI Number orI
E N Personnel strength . ., . .. . | 60,794 - 39,580 -
£ Cas Casualties, total . . . . . . . 355 - 210 -
Casualties/day . . . . . . . 359 - 210 -
We Smaell arms & 4 0 0 v 6 ¢ o sas 60,794 | 12,158 | 39,580 7,916
Wng Machine guns . . .. .. ... | 3,80 6,748} 2,840 | 3,128
Wy, Total heavy weapons . . . . . . 4,227 | 105,152 952 | 44,354
Mortars « o o« o o ¢ « ¢ o o 757 | 63,830 220 | 36,050
( Infantry cannon . . . . . . . - - 12 2,004
AT guns, towed . . + 4+ « & & 180 8,784 20 S05S
Light BAquns .« « « . . « « « 192 4,800 100 1,200
Rocket launchers/flamethmwers| 3,098 | 27,738 630 4,60
wg Total artillery « . « . - . . . 296 | 7,740 236 | 56,272
Field artillery, light . . . 188 | 43,924 83 | 21,712
Field artillery, med & hvy . 108 | 33,816 40 | 1/,780
Naval gunfire support . . . - - - -
BR artillery (50mm & over) . - - 108 | 21,780
Wi TOtal @rmor « o+ « v o « o o + » 637 | 144,756 88 | 32,068
Tanks, light . « « + & & « 137 | 33,291 - -
Tanks, medium . « o+ + o & & 2551 85,170 72 27,828
Tanks, heavy . ¢« ¢« &« « o« o &« - - - -
Prmored €CArS o + « o« o o o o 165 7,095 - -
Tank destroyer/assault guns 801 19,200 le 4,240
( W, Total air close support sorties 30 3,630 0 -
Sorties/day . « ¢ o ¢ o o o 30 3,630 0 -
k J  Trucks & double armored vehicles| 7,717 - 7,000 -
Q  Distance opposed advance . . 0 0
i Distance/day . « ¢ « « + + o 0 0




Engaqement Calculatjon Sheet (Series E)
Engagenent s 504

( Dates: 16 August 1944 Dsys' Duration: 1

Friendly Force: 7th Armored Division

Enemy: First Army (~)

Terrain (r): rolling, mixed Weather (h): clecar, cvercast
Posture (u): t: A Season (z): Summer, temperate
e: HD
Friendly Bnemy
Number OLI Number OLI
N Personnel strength , , . . . . 15,646 - 2,325 -
Cas Casualties, total . . . . . . . 113 - 579 -
Casualties/day . . . . « + . 113 - 579 -
We Smallarms . o v o 4 0 o o oen 15,645 3,129 8,325' 1,665
Wpg Machine guns . . . .. .. .. 992} 2,082 460 532
Wy, Total heavy wespons . . . . . . 1,334 28,982 157 | 10,381
MOTEAYS & o o o o « o o = o & 385} 16,958 52 8,932
Infantry cannon . . « . + + « - - 4 668
AT guns, towed . . . . . . . 42 2,442 - .
Light A guns . « . « + « « 64 1,60 8 48
Rocket launchers/flamethrowers 913 7,983 93 732
wg Total artillery . . « « « « « & 146 | 37,902 70| 16,860
Field artillery, light . . . 98| 22,414 15 3,585
Field artillery, med & hvy . 48| 15,488 18 5,250
Naval guniire support . . . - - - -
AR artillery (50mm & over) . - - 40 8,025
Wy Total @rmor « « « « « « o « o o 378§ 97,267 15 5,190
Tanks, 1ight « ¢ o v ¢ ¢ o 78| 18,954 - -
Tanks, medium .+ . « « + & o 198} 65,130 10 3,865
Tanks, heavy .« « « &+ o o o « - - - -
Brmored C3rs .« « o s o o o o 61 2,623 - -
Tank destroyer/sssault guns 441 10,560 5 1,325
W, Total air close support sorties 0 - 0 -
Sorties/day . « ¢ ¢ 4 o 4 o 0 - 0 -
{“ J  Trucks § double armored vehicles| 3,068 - 1,532 -
;:i Q  Distance opposed advance . . 6km ~6km
Distance/day . ¢ « o o + o o 6km -6km L,-40
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Engagement Calculation Sheet (Series E)
Engagement No: 505

Dates: 23-25 August 1944 Days' Duration: 3
Friendly Force: 7th Armored Division

Enemy: 48th Infantry Division (+)

Terrain (r): rolling, mixed Weather (h): overcast, interm.ttent
showers on the 23d
Posture (u): f£: A Season (z): Summer, temperate
e: PD-W
Friendly Enemy
Number OLd Number OLI
N Personnel strength . . . . . . 17,232 - 6,000 -
Cas Casualties, total , . . . . . . 29 - 362 -
Casualties/day . . . . . « 33 - 121 -
We Small arms o & o 0 o v v v eas 17,2321 3,426 6,000 1,200
wmg Machine guns . . . . + . « « . 1,110 2,321 298 744
Wy, Total heavy weapons . . . . . 1,434 | 30,477 108 t,951
MOrtars .« + o ¢ « ¢ o o o o & 3671 17,210 36 6,202
Infantry cannon . . . « . . . - - 1 167
AT guns, towed . . . . . . . 42 3,342 - -
Light BAguns . . « . &+ + . . 64 1,600 5 60
Rocket launchers/flamethrowers 941 3,325 66 522
Wg Total artillery « « - « « + . & 146} 38,104 31 7,339
Field artillery, light . . . 98 22,414 11 2,884
Field artillery, med & hvy . 481 15,690 S 1,500
Naval gunfire support . . . - - - -
AR artillery (50mm & over) . - - 15 3,015
Wi Total 8rMOr « v o ¢ o ¢ « o o & 379 97,510 16 5,698
Tanks, light . . « « « . « & 79 12,197 - -
Tanks, medium . « + . . . . 195] 65,130 12| 4,638
Tanks, heavy . . + « + « + & - - - -
Prmored CArs .+ o ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o 61 2,623 - -
Tank destroyer/assault guns 441 10,560 4 1,060
wy Total air close support sorties 46 5,566 0 -
Sorties/day . . . . ¢ . ¢ . 15 1,815 0 -
J Trucks & double armored vehicles 3,330 - 920 -
Q Distance opposed advance . 22km =22km
Distance/day . . « . « o « 7.33km =7.33km E-41
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Analysis of BRdvance Rete of the XX Corps

and 7th Ermored Division

The matrix analysis sheets present in tabular form on a daily
sasis all data assembled for this study from World War II records
that sppeares to have a relation to che rste of advance of the US
XX Corps and the 7th Rrmored Division during the period 14 Bugust-
15> September 1944, German records have bren used for calculating
rorce ratios and the other comparative figures shown.,

From this matrix the following initial comments are made:

1. Tiis operation covers a reriod of rapid advance ayainst opposi-
vion that for the most part was weak and poorly organized, followed
bty o period of only slight advance because part of the corps was

out of gasoline, and a period of cncounter with strong fortifications,
heavily defended, against which the advance was slight,

The highest daily rate of advance vias achieved during the period

2
of consistently light opposition.

¢
3. TFor tihe most part, low casualty rates and high advance rates
are generally associated.

4. Except possibly during the final week, fluctuating rates of
advance sezm to rear no relation to the opposing force ratios.

5. In each cf the three separste series of movements {between
pauses) included in this operational period, rates of 3dvance
generally declined, following an initial surge.

6. 7lthough one major obstacle did not appcer to cffcct the advance
rate adverscly (due principally to an &xceptional effort which sure-
prised the bridge defenders at Verdun), in general obstacles tended
tu rzduce advance rates; more data and further analysis is desirable
to ascertain the cffect of obstacles on rates of advance.

Additional Comments on Pnalysis of Idvance
Rate of the 7th Prmorcd Division

The armored division has generally higher rates oj advance
than the corps in each of the categories of the extent of intensity
of cpposition. Tiis probably rcflects the tactical employment of
the ermor witl. infantry as well as the ability to overcome oppcsi-
tion in moving situations.
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS AND VRLUES BNALYSIS MATRI
General
Pause . .. P Yes . . . . Y

Unknown , . U Not Applicable . NR

Roadnet Mobility Factors

CES

-
.
L] .
.

Mission Variables

unlimited L] * . L) . - » » . -* L2 * » * * L] - >
Related to specific objectives or contingencies
Related to adjacent units advance e e e e e s

Limited by higher authority control .
Other . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . - . . . - L] -

Exceptional Cbstacles to Rdvance

River F1 = Flooded crea FZ =

Exceptionally effective demolitions Ur =

Sabotage by local populace Ds =
Intensity of Opposition to Advance

Intense M = Moderate S = Slight N=N

Left flank units C =
Right flank units S = Slower advance T

Situation on Flanks

Comparable advance F

nn

Readiness Condition

HD =
Delay PD = Position Defense
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. 1
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Posture - Mission
Withdraval Hasty Defense FD = Fortified Defense
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F. Saar (Lorraine) Campaign, 8 November-7 December 1944 *
XII Corps

XII Corps Situation

The X1II Corps, U,S. Third Army, commanded by Major General Manton
Ecdy, at the beginning of November was ready to start a new offensive,
with fuil supplies of gasoline and most major items of equipment.2 On
3 November, Third Army Field Order No. 10 ordered the corps to capture
Faulcuemont, on the railroad line between Metz and Saarbrucken, and
then advance to the northeast to establish a bridgehead across the
Rhine River between Oppenheim and Mannheim, and to capture Darmstadt.

The XII Corps front extended from th: XX Corps line on the north
in the vicinity of Cheminot to contact wi:th the XV Corps, Seventh Army,
at the Canal la Marne au Rhin, one kilometer west of Xures (see map).
On the north of the corps front was the J0th Infantry Division; the
35th Infantry Division was in the center; and the 26th Infantry Division,
with the 2d Cavalry Group attached, was or the right. In corps reserve
were the 6th Armored Division in the norti. and the 4th Armored Division
to the south.

Aheacd uf the XII Corps lay the area known as the Lorraine Gateway,
which leads to the Rhine Valley between tle West German Hunsrueck moun-
tains and the Vosges. Some 30 miles ahead of the XII Corps front the
Sarre River flows north, protected at the scuthern end of the front by
a maze of forest, swamps and lakes that e>tend rouglly through the
area between Dieuze, Mittershieim, and Goncrexanyge. North of this ares,
tvuo long, narrow plateaus, the Morhange Plateau and the Dieuze Plateau,
1li perpendicular to tne right of the corps front line, separated by the
Pecite Seille River. Farther viest, the Drlme Ridge rises steeply to
dominate the Seille Valley, parsallel to the left of the corps front line
(see mep).

The XII Corps plan was for a coordinated attack by the three infantry
divisions along the entire corps front, beginning on o November. As
«oon &s the German front had been penetrated, the 6th Armored Division
on tne left and the 4th on the right would push through and lead the
offersive toward the Sarre.

lThe sources for the narratives of US units are XII Corps G-3 and
hiter Action Reports, and iI,M. Cole's The Lorraine Campaign, in the
series US Army in Vorld War II., Time restrictions have prevented a
complete searcih of smaller unit reports. Sources for information on
German units &re German records in the National Archives and the manu-
scripts of Generals von Mellenthin and Simeon listed in the Bibliography.
More operational details could be obtained if time permitted.

2
“Supply lines and installations serving the Third Army are shown on
ter maps, pages FS4 and FSS.
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German Situation

Fucing the US XII Corps in early November were elements of the
German XIII SS Corps and the LXXXIX Corps, both part of First Army,
unuer Army Group G. On the right the 4¢th Infantry Division of the
XIII S5 Corps was almost immediately opposite the Oth Division; to its
riyht, the left flank elements of the 17th SS Panzer Division also
overlapped the extreme left wing of the US ©0th Division. The 55%th
Volks Grenadier Division, on the left of the XIII $S Corps, was directly
opposed to the US 35th Infantry Division., Its right flank was in front
of Delme, and its left flank units, holding Chateau Salins, were opposed
by the extreme left flank of the US 6th Division. Opposite the bulk
of the 26th Division and the 2d Cavalry Group was the 3blst Volks
Grenadier Division, holding the right of the LXXXIX Corps.

The US XII Corps G-2 estimated the total strengtl of the three
German divisions et about 15,000 men and 20 tanks or assault guns.
Although the German records for this period are extremely fregmentary,
this estimate appesrs to be reasonably close for front-line units, with
&ll three divisions et about l.alf T/OEE strength. Howevor, the total
German personnel strength, including reserves (one battalion from each
division in corp:s reserve) and with supporting corps and army :crtillery,
viés probably closer to 23,000. Defensive positions, about six kilo-
meters in depth, had been thoroughly preparec¢. The most serious problem
was a severe shortagye in ammunition, Gasoline supplies were &lso very
timited, end would restrict movements of reinforcements to the battle
araa,

There was a wide variety of opinion among senior German commanders
and staff officers as to American intentions. Many noped and expected
that the onset of cold weather would cause the Americans to halt major
o riensive operations, and wait until spring for & renewed offensive.
However, thie majority seem to have expected an American drive south of
Metz in early November, They had no iak.ing of the XII “Torps plan for
renewiny tne offensive on o November, and the three Germen Jivisions
opposiny tine XII Corps seem to have been surprisad tactically when the
Amexjcan offensive began,

Nevertheless tn: concept of defense in the event of an Emerican
offensive was well understood by commanders at all level:s., It was to be
an elastic defense, to conserve fighting pctentisl, to preserve reserves,
and to trade space for time in tne face of overwhelminyg pressure.
Traditional German defensive doctrine tc counterattack at every onpor-
tunity was to be employed.




{ November

XII Corp:c Satuation

Rair begar on 5 November and continued throughout much of the
followirg month, changing frecuently to snow, Over seven inches of
rein fell during che month of Novemzer, well above the normal for the
period, At 0600 or. o November (H-Hour) it had been pouring steadily
-or iive hours. The terrain became & cuagmire, bogging down tanks and
renuering the infantryman wet and miserable during the entire campaicn.

The XII Corps offensive began before dawn on . November with a
concentrated artillery barrage., Nineteen and one-third battalions of
corps artillery fired for three and one-third hours, joined for the
lést half hour by 15 battslions of division artillery, the guns of
attached tanks and tank destroyers, and infantry heavy t »apons.

This hezavy firing effectively neutralized most of the German guns and
destroyed front line positions and communications.

R B ot it B

26th Division Area. The division, with the 2d Cavalry Group on

its right, had the 328th, the 101lst, and the 104th Regiments from right

to left. The units moved out in the morning, encountering little

resistance. The 104th Infantry took Vic sur Seille, while the 2d

Battalion of the 10lst Infantry took the bridge across <he Seille at

‘ Moyenvic., The 10lst Field Artillery Battalion, which had fired on

(T Hill 310 (2 comaanding position nortl: of Moyenvic) before dawn, dropped
its renge to fire concentrations into Moyenvic as the battalion attacked.
The town was taken, and the bridye beyond was seized before the Germans
could blow =t .p. BAhead lay Hill 310, defenced by troops of the German
953d Regiment and 36lst Engineer Battalion of the 36l:t Volks Grenadier
Division. Attempts to move quickly up the wooued sloces without assis-
tence from heavy weapons failed, and at dark the attackers were pinned
-own near the base by heavy Germn fire. The Cermans were reinforced
curing the nignt by the engineer battalion of the 559th Volks Grenadier
Division. On the right the 328th Infantry, despite heavy casualties,
hod auvenced past Bezange-la-Petite anud Moncourt, tying dcwr at least
six companies of the German 952d Reygiment.

25tn Division Area, The division was deployed with the 134tn
infantry on the right in the Foret .de Gremercy area, and the 137tn
Infentry on the left. The 320th Infantry was to pass throuyh the iines
of the 134th (which vcould go into reserve) and make the attack on
d November., CCB of the 4th Armored Division was to pass through the
30t as rapidly as peossible end advance toward Morhanye. The objective
of the 35th was to move through Laneuveville en Saulnois, Fonteny, and
tie southwviestern section of the Poret de Chateau Salins.
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os Jallaucourt, Taking the villages of Jallaucourt and Malaucourt,
the 137th occupied rising ground to the east by midnight. Opposing
the acdvance was the 1125th Regiment of the 559th Volks Grenadiar
Division. Meanwhile the 320th Infantry, trying to secure a foothold
on the Morhanye plateau in the Foret de Chateau Salins, met heavy
re:istance at Fresnes, tne key to the forest, where Comgpany C, 737th
Tank Battalicn, supporting the infantry, lost six tanks, Even stiffer
cefense wias encountered southeast of Fresnes, where the 2d Battalion
was trying to reach the Bois d'Amelecourt ayainst determined resistance
irom 2 battalion of the 1127th Regiment and a battalion of the 1125th.
Geragn Juns sited in the woods prevented the battalion from gaining
more than a tenuous position on the edge of the forest.

™

buti. Division Area. On the left of the XII Corps the 30th Division
was to establish a bridgehead across the Seille River, through which
the 6ti: Armored Division was to lead the way toward Fsulcuemont. Facing
the CO0th Division was most of tlie German 48th Division and the left
flank of tre 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division.

XII Corps artillery commenced its preparation at 0500 (H-1 Hour),
joined just before H Hour by division artillery, tanks, tank destroyers,
and infentry cannon., On the rignt th2 319th Infentry advanced through
tne area between Abaucourt and Letricourt and crossed the Seille &t
Lulnoi: sur Seille two hours after the attack began. The 31¢th Infantry,
in the center of the line, aiter difficulty in crossing the swollen
river, &dvancea to Nomeny. This German strongpoint hald up tle attacking
Infantry battalion in a heavy fight until & company oI medium tanks
came to its assistance the next morning. The 317th Infantry, on the
corps left, put two battalions across tue river, viading or using rubber
acsault boats or footbridges. Under heavy German actillery rire, they
passed either side or Eply; the third battelion, follewing the other
twd, took the village,

German Situac.>n

By nigntfall the advence of the u¢0th Division had rolled back the
szutn iloak of tne 3oth 8S Panzer Grenadier Regiment (17th SS Penzer
Division) toward Metz and had cut through the forward lines of the 48th
Division, The lst Battalion of the German 125th Ec: iment wes destroyed
et Nomeny, and the 1431st Forest Battalion also uwas destroyed nortn of
tine village.

The tacticel surprise of thc Arerican attack contributed to advances
i twio to three kilomefers into the derensive positions of all three
German divisions. Despite the losses suffered by the 48th Division,
Rrny Group G considered the American advance in the vicinity of Chateau
Solins, aend along the boundary betwieen the two corps, to be more
uen-erous, (The Germans assumed that this was a deliberate effort to
exploit the corps boundary; it is doubtful, however, that this was an
intentionel pert of the American plan,) =Accordingly, the llth Panzer
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Diviszion was ordered from ;rmy Group reserve to counterattack along
the corps boundary to restore the situation at Chateau Salins; the
diviricn would be under the LXXXIX Corps. Volks Artillery Korps (VAK)
401 wes to ba positioned on both sides of the forest,

3 November

X..I Corps Situation

25th Division Area. The weather turned cold, and 2 mixture of snow
cnd rain made the situation of the t»oops more miserable. The t0lst
Infantry, ettacking at Hill 310, was short of food. Delivery cf suppliss
turough eremy crossfire was limited, and ammunition took priority in
what could be carried. Mud and German fire prevented a direct attack,
out the 3d Battelion advanced to the north and tcok the village of
Saelaval., The 104th Infantry urove a detachment of tie 559th Volks
Grenadier Division from the town of Chateau Salins, Task Force A,
including Company K, 10lst Infantry,and a platoon of the 76lst Tank
Battelion, took Morville les Vic and despite heavy casualties continued
toward Hempont, slowed by mud and antitank fire.

35th Division Area. CCB of the 4th Armored Division moved out
through the 35th Division in two c¢olumns in the morning, Column Churchill
on the left end Column Mayback on the right. Passing close to Delme
Ridge, Churchill's column uncovered the southern flank of the 4.th
German Civision, enabling the 137th Infantry to take the village of
Delme, which had been defended by units of the S5Jth Infantry Division,
Mayback's column took Oriocourt and Laneuveviile and proceeded toward
Fonteny, Close behina Mayback came the lst Battalion, 137:zh Infantry,
takiny prisoners, At both Oriocourt an' Laneuveville field gyuns were
raptured, The regimert's advance guard, approaching Fonteny, was struck
on tie rlank by a detachment of German tanks. Reinforcemen=:s sent by
Maylacik lost tlhiree tanks end then bogged down in mud as they tried to
deploy oif the road, Unable to proceec, Mayback pullec pack to a
stronger position and swaited rein“orrements,

East of Fresnes, the 2d Battalion, 320ts Infantry, attacked the
Germans in the h.ic d'amelecourt. Until the 1st Battalicn and C Company,
737th Tenk Battelion, arrived, the attackers were pinned down by heavy
maciiine gun fire, But the tanks broke up tihe machinte ¢un nests and
drove the defenders far enough into the woous to permit the intantry
to auwvance beyond the tree line, Thercupon began a stubborn defense
as tie Germans fought to hold every inch of ground. The 134th Infantry
was sent in to cover the division's right flank and clear the ceastern
edge of the Foret de Chateau Salins,

50tn Division Area. The intention of Major General Horace L.
McBride, commander of the U,S, 80th Division, was to send his center
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reyiment, the 3loth. to the north end of the Delme Ridge to drive along

the crest and meet the 319th at the southern end. Mud as well as stub-

horn German defense retarded the advance of the 31l¢th  McBride threw

in his reserve bettalion with the rest of tne 313th, supported by

tanks in & frontal attack. The 317th, on the left, meanwhile, vas being
hit hard vy tne lst Battalion of the 37th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment.
he left rlank of the 317th was exposed, because the Sth Division,

XX Corps, nhad not yet come abreast. With the Lst Battalion well out

in front--about 3,000 yards--tne 317th took all but the northern tip

oi the ridge line in front of it, In the late afternoon aircraft of

t @ 357th Scuadron of the XIX TAC struck enemy positions on the reverse
siopes and in the woods to thc east, while three battalions of medium
cénu heavy artillery that had been pounding the enemy on the ridge lifted

their fire and hit the German rear areas. When the 137th Infantry

took the village of Delme, and the 5th Infantry Division moved up on

tne left flank, the g0th controlled most of the Delme Ridge,

The G6th Armored Division was to cross the Nied River on a 10-miie
front and advance to the high ground overlooking Faulouemont. At noon
on 9 November, CCB, with Combst Team Prindle (&6th Cavalry Reconnsi:z-
sance Scuadron Mechanized, plus D Company of the 15th Tani Battalion)
crossed the Seille River at Port rur Seille. At ¢ point west of Alemont
German antitank guns halted tre leading light tanks, and, unable to
deploy off the road in the mud, the unit was forced to halt. Meanwhile,
armored inrfentry of the 6th Armored Division and elements of the 3luth
Infantry were mopping up Germsn resr guard detachments around Nomeny and
Port sur Seille. By the end of the day CCR al.o had nut advance gusrd:
across the Seille,

German Situation

XIII SS Panzer Corps Area. The reserve regiment of the 17th SS
Panzer .ivision was committad between the rest of the 1l7th and the 4uth
Division, but its proposed counterattack was disrupted not cnly by the
continuous presence of Allied fighter-bombers over the basttlefield, but
c¢lso oy the necessity to bDolster 4oth Division units uncer severe
pressure from the JOth and 6th Armored Divisions. The same thing
happened to plans for a similar counterattack by the reserve battalion
oif the 553%tn Volks Grenadier Division, whicli had been ordered to restore
tue situction at Morville les Vic, but which was unable to seize the
initviative from 4th Armored Division units farther west. The American
tenks continued north of Viviers, By eveniny the XIII 5t Corps had
been driven back to the rear of its prepared defensive aree, along the
line: E&illegny-Vigny-Moncheux-Cote de Delme-Tincry-Fexe-Morville les Vic.
Tne 48th Division situation was considered critical by the corps command,

LXXXIX Curps. Only the extreme right flank of the corps was
seriously engeged, and had to fall back to conform to the withdrawal
ol the 559th Volks Grenadier Division. After dark the reserve regiment
«f the 553d Volks Grenadier Division was ccommitted on the right of the
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351st Volks Grenadier Division, To the rear, during the hours of
aarkness the 1lth Panzer Division avrived in the Foret de Chateau
Salins and prepared for a dawn counterattack.

10 November

LI Ccrps Situation

26th Division Area. Tne lst Bettalion, 10lst Infantry, worked its
way around Hill 310. In the late afternoon Company C succeeded in
pushing the enemy off the ridge northeast of the hill, fighting off a
counterattack and diyging in in the face of German artillery fire,
The rest of the lst Battalion was slugging its wey through the Bois
St. Martin: The 104th Infantry was fighting the resr guard of the »
German 559th Division near Morville.

CCA of the 4th Armored Division begen moving out through the right
wing of the 26th Division in twio columns in midmorning, the north
column taking the route Vic sur Seille-jorville 1les Vic-Hampont, and
t he south headed from Movanvic to Salival to Chateau Voue. The left,
Column Hunter, was held up by bad rcads but enciuntered only limited
recistince and reached Hampont by nightfall., The right, Column Oden,
wae unable to move because of traific congestion on the road, and mud
that mace it impossible to cravel off the highway.

35th Division Area. During the night of 9/15 November elements
ot the rewly-arrived Germen llth Panzer Division, including perts of
tihe 43d Fortress Battalion and the 110th Panzer Grenadier Regiment
vith self-propelled guns, cut benind Churchill's column of CTB, 4th
Armored Division, taking the village of Viviers and denying the only
road¢ by wnich Churchill might have gone to aid Mavback at Fornteny.
Cnurchill attempted to approach Viviers, but his tanks became mired
cowll when forced ofI the highway by antitank fire. After an artillery
duel between the 22¢ Armored Field Artillery Battalion and batteries
of the 40l1st VAK, the 2d Battalion, 137th Infintry, came from the west
and, in a fight that took all afterroon, wrested control of Viviers
froa tiie Germans.

Other elements of the L37th Infantry, meanwhile, moved to the aid
of Mayback, west of Fonteny. The Slst :rmored Ianfantry Battalion was
tirown out to screen the armor, while the infantry extended the
battalion flanks. One small German tank attack was driven off by

tank cestroyers,

The 220th Infantry emerged from the Bcis de'Amelecourt and moved
into the Foret de Chateeu Salins, where the Germans had sent in rein-
forcements from the 1126th Regiment and the 110th Paazer Grenadier
Regyiment, The 134th Infantry on the right advanced against stubborn
resistanc: and was still short of Gerbecourt by nightfall.
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g0tn Division Area. The aivision advanced rapicly, coordinating
its movements with the 5th Armored Division, Before them the German
48th Division withdrew to the line of t~e Nied Francaise. The 218th
Infantry encountered elements of the 951st Regiment, 36lst Volks
Grenadier Division, which were fighting a delaying action. Both
CCA and CCB of the 6th Armored Division mnved on the only road in the
zone, which ran from Pont a Mousson to the crossing of the Nied at Han
sur Nied, CCA approached the road at Luppy, where a detachment of the
lith Panzer Division attempted to defend the road. It took the re-
mainder of the day to clear the village. CCB, meanwhile, had to fight
for both Vigny and Buchy, but both villages viere ceptured, with the
assistance of the 2d Infantry of the 5th Division, XX Corps. Behind
the advancing armor and infantry, corps and division artillery displaced
forward as rapidly as possible over the crowded, muddy roads.

German Situation

XIII S8 Corps. The 48th Division ~nntinued to give ground in the
face of thrusts by the 80th and 6th irmored Divisions. The last posi-
tions on the strong D2lme Ridge position were overrun, and the villages
of Vigny, Buchy, and Solygne were lost., German accounts refer tvo the
42th Division as "defeated, ' and apparsntly it was closé to collapse.
The Germears were surprised that the Americans did not exploit thi~
gucces: more agyressively.

Further east, the 559th Volks Grenadier Division was able to hold
its positions, thanks to the intervention of the 1lti: Penzer Division,
which attacked generally westward from the southern portion of the
roret de Chateau Salins, cutting off the Americsn armored spearheads
of CCB, 4th Armored Division, ncrth of Viviers. The Germans claimed
to have knocked out about 30 Rmericen tenks auring tie day. However,
the two cslumns of CCR had struck north from Vic sur 3e.lle and Moyenvic,
threatening the left rear of the llth Panzer Division, which therefore
vithdrew to its starting position shortly after cark.

In the evening cthe 106ti: Panzer Brigade, which had only three
tunks, arrivea to plug ¢ yap irn the 4uth Division line north of the
Delme Ridye. Tne 401st VAX (five battalions) also was placecd uncer
the XIII SS Corps. One battalion had alreedy been supporting the
corps.

LXXXIX Corps. There vias little activity except orn the extreme
right flenk of the 36lst Division, where sone elements were engayed
gyainst units of the 26th Divisior and the 2d Cavalry Group. The
11th Panzer Division, part of this corps, was engs. ed in the XIII
Corpe zone (see above)}.
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XII Corps Situatinn

26th Division Area. The 3d Battelion, 101st Infantry, forced its
way out ol the woods and reacied & road junction south of Hairpont.
Tne lst Bstralion meanvhiie hau driven the Germans off Hill 310, The
Z2oth Division was secu~ :  sYac2” on the Koecking Riuge, Lut cdsualties
had been heavy. In tfc iyw. tor Hill 310, 478 men had been killed
or wounded, To increase the possibility for maneuver, the 328th Infantry
wag moved to the center of the division zone, the 104th was put on the
left to drive toward Rodalbe, and the 10lst was headed east along the
southern slopes of tne Koeckin¢ Rid e

35th Division Area. Hunter's column of CCA, 4th Irmored Division,
proceeded toward Conthil, South of Houdange, German guns of the 26lst
Volks Grenadier Division and 1llth Fiak Battalion knock«G out the
leading tanks o5 they passec through a narvou defile, effectively blocking
the road. Hunter turned back end procceded on a side roil to Conthil,
which he occupiesd, and then advanced cown the road toward Rodalbe,
spenciny the raght short of the town., Oden's column reached Hampont
by late afternoon.

The German aefenders of the Foret we fhateau Salins (559th Velks
Grenadier Divicicn) began to withdraw in the afternocn, pursued by the
35th Division and CCB, 4th Armored, Resistance in front ¢f CCB and the
137th Infontry increased s German artillery covered tne withdrawal,

ERfter a fir:zt attcmpt by Mayhack fail.c, a second, wirh the
assistance of the 1st Battalion of the 137th Infantry and a tank
company, entered the wown. Mopping up was not complecved until tae
following day. Churchill's column, ordered to proceed towsrd Morhange,
was counterattacked early in the day, but tie attackers were driven
off by armored artillery. Resistance conti.aued lesvy &3 the column
tried to push through the Bois ue Serres toward Orca.

The 320th and 134th Infantry Regiments pursued the 559th Volks
Grenadier Divasion through the forest, hincered by the poor coacition of
the roads, the cifficulty of getting ammunition end food over the
mucdy forest rpads, ana delaying actions by German rear guard uetaci-
ments,

g0th Division Area. The north column of (CA, Gth Armored Divisior,
proceeding down the road toward Hsn sur Nied, encountered an extensive
minefield ncar the town of Bechy, with elemencs of the left wing of the
1 7tn SS Panzer Grenadier Division and the 43th Division covering it.
They fought an crganized delaying ¢ction for more then two nours,
curing which the lst Battalion, 137th Infantry, cene up behind the armor.
Tvio tanks were damaged by mines., With the fighting halted at Bechy,
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the column of armor and infantry procceded through heavy aut illory finve
toward Han sur Nicd, a platoon of light tanks at tne front, five half-
tracks with troops of the 9th Armored Infantry Battalion next, the
remaincer of the infentry behand, and the medium tanks and tank des-
troyers on the flanks, After a desperate fight, the bridye leadiny

to tne town was taken, the town itself was occupied, and two battalions

of the 317th Infantry were despatched to clear the hills behind the
Town,

The southern column of CCA, advanciny with the 313th Infantry
over muddy secondary roads, reached the Nied and threw a treadway
bricdye across wuring the night. Opposition was light, but the curu-
lative losses 1ed reduced the 2d Battalion, 3lsth Infantry, to the
strength of a :iflc company.

CCB had proceeded in two combat teams toward the Nied to the ncrth,
approaching crossings at hncerville and Remilly. When it was discovered
that cci bridges had been tlown up by the Germans, part of the command
swung north into the XX Corps zone and cecured & causeway at Sanry
sur Niea, Unfortunately, Lowever, it was in range of the outer defense
guns of Metz,

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. Continued pressure by the dO0th and 6th Prmored
Divisicng forced the 106th Panzer Brigade and remnants of the 43th
Division to give more ground south ¢f the Nied River., American spear-
heads reached the Nied at Han sur Nied, Beaux Aube, and Sanry sur Nied.
Elements of the 2lst Panzer Division, which had finally arrived after
being held up by a shortage of fuel for its tanks, were despatched to
reinforcz the 106th Brigade near Han.

he 1lith Panzer Division, still operating in t.e XIII Corps zone,
raviny secured its left flank with the assistance of unitc of the 559th
Volk: Grenadier Division, renewec its counterattack to the west, but
without proygyress. The advance of American tanks in the Rodalbe sector
nac nit tne boundery between the XIII SS Corps and the LXxXXIX Corps,
anc the Germans were determined to restore their front. A battalion
or the 110th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, ten Panther tanks, and a
reconncissance battalion were sent te ascist elements of the 559th
Volke Grenadier C“vision in the Rodalbe area.

In the evening there was a yeneral withdrawal along the corps
front, The 17th SS Panzer Division drew its left flan tack behind
Sorbey and Sanry, to conform with the situation on its leit in the 4dth
Division-1C5th Panzer Brigade zone. The 559th Volks Grenadier Division
fell back to the general line Fremery-Dalhain.
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LXXXIX Corps. In the evening the 1llth Panzer Division was withdrawn
from the line to prepare tc counterattack the next day along the corps
boundary to restore the situation south of Morhange.

12 November

XIZ Corps Situation

25th Division Area, Oden's column of CCA, 4th 7rmored Division,
advanced from Hampont, with the 2d Battalion of the 104th Infantry
following., Leavinyg the main road, the force took Hiil 337, southeast
of Lidrezing. Hunter's column passed through Rodalbe, which two com-
panies of the 2¢ Battalion, 104th Infantry, had taken the niyht before,
and headed north toward Bermering, in the hope of cutting off some of
t he withdrawing 559th Volks Grenadier Division. However, the road
was talekiy sown viith mines, and these forced the tanks of the 37th
Tank Battalion to maneuver off the road, where many were cuickly stuck
in the mud, German yuns sited to the northeast and north struck them
end forced the column to pull back about a thousand yards west of
Rodalbe to the Bois ue Conthil. A strong counterattack on the column
wes vroken up by American artillery, but tvio companies of the 1st
Battalion, 104th Infantry, barely escaped being surrourded near Ccnthil,

The 32sth Infantry had been put in tocleavr the forest on the
Koecking Ridge after the 10lst had been badly cut up in its attempt to
take Hill 310, The 3238th started east througii the forest, where the
German 43d Mechine Gun Battalion and 2d Battaliocn, 1119th Regiment,
were waiting to meet it, At Berange Farm the advancing Americans were
helted by small arms and artillery fire. The Germans were driven back,
hoviever, and the farm buildings were clesred, 2an attempt by the lst
battalion, 10lst iInfantry, on the right of the 323th, to take St. Medard
was driven off by artillery fire from guns in the forest ana at Dieuze,

35th Division Area. The CGerman llth Panzer Divicion evacueted
Fonteny in the early hours of the morning, abandoning three Panzer
tanks., The 2d Battalion, 137th Infantry, tock Faxe, and the van Lrnam
column of CCB, 4th Armored Division, operatiny with the infantry, moved
on to join the Churchill column. At Oron the armor took a vridge across
the Nied. The two columns ioined near Oron, and Van Arnam moved on to
Ch. teau Brehain,

In the center of the 35th Division front the 320th Infantry completed
the clearing of tne Foret de Chatesu Salins and was placec in reserve,
The 134th Infantry, on the right, advanced with little opposition and
ralted after taking Bellanye,

J0ti Division irea, At the Han sur Nied erossing, CCA, 6th Armored
Division, with the 6Jth Tank Battalion attached and leading, headed
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ast Jdown the road to Faulcuemont. When they had yone about two miles,
e column ran into & German battery of 88mm. antitank guns and a

trong detachment of infantry. After a five-hour fight, heavily armored
herman tanks attacked the guns from the front, while other tanks and
tank destroyers attacked from the flanks, destroying the battery.

nwm et U

CCB attacked in three directions from the bridgenead at Sanry,
using two companies of the 15th Tank Battalion and one of the 50th
armorea Infantry Battaliion, Opposition was heavy from antitank guns,
anu gdavance was made difficult by large craters and minefields. The
bridgehead was extended about 1,500 yards to the south and east, and
the 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry, 5th Division, assisted in clearing the area.

Tc the scuth the 318th and 319th Infantry haa met stubborn German
resistance, vut e combat team of CCh outflanked the enemy and enabled
the ¢ngineers to put three bridges across the Rotte Creek, over which
the infantry commenced moving toward Faulcuemont, XII Corps meanwhile
iied wicened the zone of the 6th Armored Division, with the intention
of pincning out the 35th Division., CCB, relieved by the 2d Battalion,
2d Infantry, was ordered to deploy to the south, to join CCA.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. On the left of the 17th SS Panzer Division a pre-
dawn American attack seized the bridge at Sanry and established a
bridgehesd north of the Nied two kilometers deep. A ccunterattack by
the 17tn SS Panzer Division succeeded in reducing, but not eliminating,
this bridgehead,

The main effort of the American 80th and 6th Armored Divisions
cortinued unabated, and established bridgeheads north of the Nied near
Remilly, Han, and Vatimont, driving back the 106th Paazer Brigade and
the rcmnants of the 4¢th Division,

The 559th Volks Grenadier Division held its ground, and did not
come under severe pressure.

LXXXIX Corps. A counterattack by the 1llth Panrer Division agains .
nalred the advance of CCB, 4ih Prmored Division. The countevrattack
Jrove back Bmerican tank spearheads from Haboudanye and Conthil, which
were reoccupied by the 1llth Panzer Division and the 36lst Volks
Grenadier Division.

13 November

XII Corps Situation

2oth Division Area. The 328th Infantry Regiment came within range
of German batteries in Dieuze as the troops advanced along the east-wecst
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road throuyn the vorest on the Koeckiny Ridge. From the woods along the
roadsides the fire of Germ2n automatic weapons slowed the advance, and
t+ne German defenders had to be blasted out by tanks and tank destroyers.
The 1Clst Infantry on thr right had just received about 700 replace-
mente, but the regiment was held up by enemy resistance at St. Medard
and Hanoucourt, Thus the right flank of the 3Zuth was exposed. Hunter's
column of CCA, 4th Armored Division, was in reserve soutlh, of Lidrezing,
awaiting replacements for the tanks lost by the 37th Tank Battalion.

A tagk force from Ocen's column retook Conthil.

I, German atteck on Rodalbe was repulsed by troops of the 3d Battalion,
104th Infantry, with artillery support. A second attack in the after-
noon wee successful. Those Americans who could escaped from Rodalbe,
and tne Germans barricaded the highway west toward Conthil. Over 200
rmericans were lost in the action. The badly weskened 104th Infantry,
its rifle companies down to an average of 50 men, took positiong on
tre Conthil-Licurezing road,

35th Division Area. Both columns of CCB, 4th Armored Division,
started their drive for Morhange, moving in parallel in the general
direction of Villers sur Nied-Marthille-Destry., Van 7rnam’s column,
advenciny from Chateau Brehain, was held up at Brehain until & bridge
was completed at 1130, and then proceecded to the vicinity of Achain,
wiiere it encamped on a ridge. Churcnill's column proceeded by road
from Oron to Viller: sur Nied, where thick minefields forced it to leave
the roeu. After tanke of the Uth Tunk Battelion knocked out seven
Germch uvo mm. and eleven 75 mm, pieces, the column moved onto bivouac
on a riage north of Marthilile, not far from Van . rnam,

The 134th Infantry, on the rigit of CCB, startec in the morning
to clear the ridgeline along which ran the roac from Chateau Salins to
Baronville, In a bloody battle the 3d Battalion finally occupied the
Rougemont Ridge and moved on toward Morhanye. The 2d Battalion meanwhile
hau awvanced from Bellange to Achain, under neavy fire from the guns
on Rougyemont Ridge. Reachang Achain at about noon, the battalion attacked,
and, after s bitter 10-hour fight, finally took the village. The 137th
Infantry, on the left of the 134th, was following closely behind CCB.

s0tn Division Area., The 21st Panzer Division, with about 19 tanks,
three assault guns, ana four armored infantry battalions, approached the
bridgehead across the Nied through the Foret de Remilly during the night.
£arly in thi morning the Germans suddenly attacked a detachment of
CCB, Gth Armored Division, consisting of D Troop and three platoons of
75mm SP guns of E Troop of the ,6th Cavalry Scuadron, and part of the
503d Tenk Destroyer Battalion, which had been posted to protect the
Sanry bridgehead by blocking the main road junction between Bazoncourt
ena Berlize about 500 yards south of Berlize. In 30 minutes the
ar omiaang lost 13 vehicles and 29 casualties, With no artillery support
av Lle, ti.e commander, Capt., James Bridges, withdrew about 1,000 yards
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to a hill north of Bazoncourt. The main force of CCB, which was to
drive south and east to expand the bridyehead, made little progress
because of deep craters and roadblocks. In the late afternoon CCB
was ordered to turn over the bridgehead to the 2d Division and move
to the southeast, preperatory to attacking east of Herny,

CCA, 6th Armored Divisicn, helped by the 317th Infantry, continued
its attack toward Faulcuemont, gaining about five miles and taking
Arraincourt after stubborn fighting.

German Situetion

XIII XX Corps. The situation on the left flank of the 17th SS Panzer
Division was cuiet. To its left the 2lst Panzer Division, severely
understrength and newly arrived in the area, had been sent to tne
Nied Area to wipe out the bridgehead of the 6th rrmored Division. The
43th Division and the 106th Panzer Brigade were concentrated on a
narrow front in tne Han-Vatimont area. Both of these towns were lost,
but otherwise the American drive in this sector was substantially
slowed down, Nevertheless, the American advance forced the 553th Volks
Grenadier Division to pull its right flank back to the vicinity of
Levse; its left was still at Dalhain.

Duriny tne afternoon elements of the 36th Volks Grenadier Division
arrived from Holland to relieve the badly battered 48th Division. The
36th was near full strength in men and guns as it assembled in the
vicinity of Faulcuemont and prepared for a counterattack toward Han.

By this time German reports refer to the 4yth Division as ‘almost
annihilated.”® The 559th Volks Grenadier Division nhad also suffered
severe casualties, The remnants of the two divisions were now combined
under the commander of the 559th, Major General Kurt von Muehlen, with
the designation, Battle Group von Muehlen, in the zone which had been
held by the 559th.

LXXXIX Corps. The 1llth Panzer Division, forced on the defensive
by the continuing pressure of the 4th Armored Division and the 35th
and 26th Infantry Divisions, generally held its positions, but gave
up the town of Haboudange to American tanks. However, a counterattack
from the Bourgaltroff area captured 218 prisoners,

o

i4 Novemggg

XII Corps Situstion

26th Division Area. Coordinating its attack with the 104th Infantry,
CCn, 4th Armored Division, pushed eastward to clear the Bois de Kerperche.
At Kutzeling Farm at 0845 six Panther tanks were engaged, and three of
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them were destroyed, Oden's column destroyed five more about a
kilometer and a half viest of Bourgaltroff and proceeded to the wes: ern
edge of the town. Task Force West of Oden's column occupi~d Guebling.
Hunter's column remained in the vicinity of Zarbeling with a task force

in Conthil. Most of the Germans withdrew from the area quring the night.

35th Division Area. CCB, 4th Armored Division, advanced to the
east with a battalion of the 137th Infartry, taeking Destry at about
noon and Baronville later in the day from the German 559th Volks
Grenadier Division, newly reinforced with troops from Poland, The
two columns of CCB consolidated in the area of Baronville, The 134th
Infantry, supported by armor, approached Morhange; the town was under
neavy fire {rom Fmerican 155mm howitzers, s-incn howitzers, and 240mm
hoviitzers .

30tn Division Area, The XX Corps on the left still being involved
in the battle for Metz, General Eddy limited the advance of the u0th
énd the b6th Armored Divisions. To the latter was yiven the job of
sei:iny the high yround south of Faulauemont., CCB, oSth Prmored, vias
to drive east from Herny, while "CA procured a favorable line of depar-
ture for the infantry, specifically a ridge running southeast from
Thicourt to Landroff, known as the Cote de Suisse,

Combat Team Davall, composec of the 69th Tank Battalion (-), a
compcy of tne 9th Armored Infantry Battalion, and some tank destroyers,
led the attack force, wnich by noon had taken Brulange and Suiszc,

As tne tanks advanced down the road toward Landroii heavy artillery
fipre caused many casualties, but the town was taken Dy late afternoon.
At dusk a German force consisting of the 1lst Battalion, 87th Regiment,
and four assault guns, under covering fire from the 26usth Artillery
Reyiment, counterattacked unsuccessfully. Two other attacks during
the night were also driven off,

Germen Situation

XIII 8S Covps. Thinge were generally ciiet in the zones of the
17th SS Panser Greradier and 2lst Panzer Divisionsg, To the east,
hovever, severe pressure continued against newly-formed Battle Group

on Muehlen. West of Morhange the Americans seized the villages of
Many, Arraincourt, Brulange, and Marthille.

In the evening the 36th Volks Grenadier was committed between the
21st Panzer Division and Battle Group von Muehlen, which was thus able
to concentrate on a narrower front, commensurate with its sadly-reduced
stren.th,

LXXXTX Corps. During the day the llth Penzer Division was forced
tn avande Morhanye. By evening the llth, anu the 36lst Volks Grenadier
Diviszion to its leit, held a line extending southward from a point
northwest of Morhange to the west of Benestroff and Dieuze, and thence
tu Ommeray,
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15 November

XII Corps Situation

26th Division Area. Task Force West of Oden's column of CCA,
4th Armored Division, was in Guebling, *it hard by German artillery
fire Jduring the night. Several tanks snd other vehicles were damaged,
and jasoline trucks that had come to refuel them were destroyed. An
attempt to take the high ground behirc the village the next morning,
with the assistance of the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion, was held
off by strony artillery fire. Oden was ordered to witndraw to Hill 337,
near the 26th Divizion, With enemy guns shelling the road, Oden's
force moved hack, covered by a smoke screen. The 35th Tank Battalion
naa only 1° tanks still fit for battle, and the rest of the force had
teken heavy casuaities, Benause of this costly maneuver, General Wood
put an end to independent armored attacks.

35th Division Area. The German 1127th Regiment withdrew from
Morhergye 1r the early morning, leaving blown bridges and minefields
benrind it. CCB, 4th Armored Division, with the 134th Infantry, entered
the town just before noon, fought its way through it and reached the
Metz-Sarreboury railroad line east of Morhanje before dark.

20%h Division Area, Combat Team 44 of CCA, 6th Armorad Division,
foliowed by a battalion of the 319th Infantry, took the Cote de Suisse,
almost entirely destroying the 2d Battalion of the German 37th Reyiment,

Germen Situation

XIII SS Corps. The Rmerican drive rortheastward toward Sarreguemines
continued, put with less steam, The villisgyes of Herny, Thicourt, and
Thimenville vere lost by Battle Group vor. Muehlen. Landroff, which
had also been lost, was partly recovered by the 36th Volks Grenadier
Division. Ctherwise the situation was unchanged,

LXXXIX Corps. The 1llth Panzer Division repulsed a number of
attecks, but fell back to Francaltroff; otherwise the situation was
generally unchonged cduring the day.

16 November

XII Corps Situation,

4th Rrmored Division. The division made no advance, CCA holding
tne line Kutzeling Farm-Lidrezing-Zarbeling-Conthil, and CCB remaining
vest of Morhange, with some units in Baronville, Both were reorganizing,
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26th Division Area. The 323th Infantry continued to push through
the Xoecking Woods, with little opposition, since most of the Germans
nad withdrawn, On the right the 10lst Infantry and 2d Cavalry Group
viere pursuing the enemy toward Dieuze,

35th Division Area. Having advanced 12 miles in eight days of
heavy fighting, the division halted near che Metz-Sarrebourg railway
to await new orders,

s0th Division Area. CCA, 6th Armored Division, with the 31€th and
319tn Infantry Regiments, attacked toward Faulquemont, massing tanks,
artillery and tank destroyers on the Cote de Suisse. In a coordinated
inrantry-armor atvack, the 87th and llséth German Regiments were overrun,
Five towns were taken, and the 80th Division secured the high ground
south of Faulquemont, where they could interdict the traffic into the
city, There the two divisions were halted.

Germen Situation

Tnere was little change in the fronts of the XIII SS and LXXXIX
Corps, although American pressure against the 36th Volks Grenadier Div. and
Battle Group von Muehlen was still severe, particularly in front of
Faulauemont and Benestroff, The Germarn high command was concerned,
however, that the fighting cualities of both the 1llth Panzer and the
35th Volks Grenadier Divisions had been seriously impaired in the recent
fighting,

Farther north, the LXXXII Corps had also been uncer severe pressure,
and the Metz garrison, between the LXXXII and XIII SS Corps, was close
to being cut off, nArmy Group G decided, therefore, to apandon Metz,

In the general recrganization of units thaet this involved, the 106th
Panzer Brigade was withdrawn and sent south to the Nineteenth Zrmy,
and the 21st Panzer Division was withdrawn into Army Group reserve.

17 November

XII Corps Situation

The whole XII Corps front was quiet as the tihree infantry divisions
regrouped, and the two armored divisions consolidated and made prepara-
tions for future operations. CCA, 4th rrmored Division, closed in an
acsembly area in the vicinity of CGerbecourt, Lubecourt, and Puttigny.
CCB commenced moviny to an assembly area in the vicinity of Courbesseaux.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. The 36th Volks Grenadier Division and Battle
Group von Muehien were slightly engaged., Otherwise the corps zone was
+uiet, The center and right of the corps zone was by this time almost
completely opposed by the American XX Corps.
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LXXXIX Corps, The American threat to the boundary between the
corps was still a matter of grave concern. The 1llth Panger Division
(less one armored group in corps reserve) still retained the mission
oi preventing a breakthrough along the boundery., Thanks largely to
t.ae weather and terrain, the division had been holding a zone that was
nearly 20 kilometers wide, It was now generally opposed by the
Mmerican 35th Division, Farther south the 361st Volks Grenadier
Division was opposed by the American 26th Division and 2d Cavalry Group.

18 November

XII Cow»ns Situation

Tne XII Corps struck out ayain on 18 November, with the intention
of smeshing through to the Sarre River with the infantry division and
then procceainy to the Rhine. The 26th and 35th Divisions were to
acvance obreast, while the 380th contained Faulquemont and protected
the exposed north flank, having been pinched out of the front by the
35tn Division as the eastward acvance progressed, The two armored
divisions, temporarily in reserve, were to be used as opportunity
offered,.

26th Division., The 10lst and 104th Regiments, with a nearly full
complement of replacements, attacked after an hour of artillery prepa-
retion. The 10lst moved toward Guebling, while the 1l04th proceeded
in the direction of Marimont les Benestroff and Benestrofi, The 10lst
encountered German units dug in along the railroad west of Guebling,
witih machine guns and artillery in supporting positicns., Despite heavy
fire, the town was reached anu occupied and the 2d Battalion wes at
the edge of Bourgaltroff by early evening. The 104th was held up at
the Bois de Benestroff, east of the railroad, but finally broke through
in late afternoon.

4th Armorced Division, The division continued ite reorganization,
witih CCB assigned as corps reserve,

35th Divisicn. The division, extending its front to the north to
pinch out the 80th, was to make its mein effort on its right towarc
Francaltroff, to take the high ground south of Sarreguemines, The
Germans in tne left wing of the XIII SS Co:zps had withdrawn from in-
front of the 35th Division during the night. Tne 320th and 137th ¢
Infentry moveG out at marching speed in the morning, well ahead of .
tneir supporting heavy weapons, As the 3d Batt llon, 137th Infantry,
approached Bistroff, at the southern end of an impassable area of
flooded streams and lakes, it came under artillery fire. But the ,
infantry took the village and held it against several counterattecls,
By t.e end of the day the right wing of the 322th Infantry wias eﬂs1
oi Vellerange, ana the 137th was near Bistrofr.
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German Situation

XIII SS Corps. Renewed American pressure forced the 36th Volks
Grenadier Division back to Faulquemont. Battle Group von Muehlen was
driven back from the Bois de Freybouse to the Fremestroif-Hellimer
arca. Corps headouarters recuected permission to withdraw the exhausted
Battle Group from the front. In the evening the corps boundary was
extended to the left to include the llth Panzer Diviusion.

LXXXIX Corps. The llth Panzer Division, delaying stubbornly, fell
back to the general line Hellimer-Marimont. The 36lst Volks Grenadier
Division, under increasing pressure from the American 26th Division,
nela its positions in front of Dieuze.

During the night the newly-arrived 347th Infantry Division relieved
tiie 17th 8§ Panzer Grenadier Division, which shifted southward to take
over tie positions oif Battle Group von Muehlen, which was finally
relieved efter 11 days of most intensive combat. (Elements of divisions
remained intermingled for a day or so, because of the obvious problems
o4 carrying out these reliefs and movements in a8 period of severe combat.)

19 November

XII Corps Situation

26th Division Area. The 1C4th and 101st Infentry Regiments attempted
*o encircle the road center at Marimont and take Hill 334 just west of
the village., The Germans, who liad been ordered to withdraw that night,
fought stubbornly, and the Americans suffered heavy casuslties, Although
part of the 2d Battalion of the 104th entered Marimont, it was driven
out again vy artillery and mortar fire, The 3d Battalion encountered
comparebie resistance in the outskirts of Benestrofi.

The 37.3th Infantry attacked south toward Dieuze agyainst a rear
guare dotachment of the 361st Volks Grenadier Division. Tanks of the
781st Tank Battalion of the 4th Armored Division cupported the infantry.

The north column of CCA, 4th Armored Division (CCB was in reserve),
on tie left of the 26th Division, moved out past Rodalpe in che morning,
its progress slow because of numerous road blocks end enemy mines. By
1000 it had taken Virming, assisting the 320th Infantry, 35th Division,
The soutii column remained near Dieuze, held up by a blown bridge which
tne 26th Division had not yet secured from the enemy,

Otn srmorad and 35th Division Area. General Eddy ordered the entire
S5th Armored Division to pass through the 35th, and the 6th moved up
¢o ¢ infantry lines, Ahead lay the main German cefense position,
nclu by Battle Group von Muehlen, which, in addition to the remains of
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the 45th and 553%th Volks Grenadier Divisions hau some fortress units,
ond some armored venicles of the 1559th Tank Destroyer Battalicon,

Combat Team Legrew of CCB, with the lst Battalion, 137tn Infantry,
following, moved slowly against stiff resistance dowr the road Morhange-
ros Tencuin, Halted by an entitank ditch west of Sertring, the

Americans found German infantry, tanks, snd antit-nk vung beyond it

éne had to fight a stiff battle in orcer to proceed, Bertring was
teken, and in a coordinated action of armor and infantry, with 19

battalions of field artillevy, end with fighter Lombers strafing and
vomoing, Gros Tenouin also was taken,

CGerman Situation.

XIII SS Corps., LClements of the 2lst Panzer Division which were
still engagyed vere withdrawn to join the remainder of the divigion in
~Tmy reserve, Tie 17th SS Panzer Grenadier and 36th Volks Grenadier
Divisions were withdrawn to the old Maginot Line positions, along the
general line Bambiderstrcff-Leiling. Battle Groun von Muehlen, after
intensive deleying actions, extended soutneastward, partly in and
pertly in front of the Maginot Line, to St. Jean Rohrbach, and the
lltn Panzer Diviasion fell back to a line ygenerally from St. Jean
Ronrbecl, to a point between Virming and Benestroff,

LXXXIX Corps. Despite intense pressure from infenitry and tanks,
the 3olszt Volks Grenadier Division held its positions in front of
Cieuze, During the night, however. Dicuze was absndoned, principelly
beceuse of the need to withdraw tne 361lst to conform to the withdrawal
ol the 553 Division, on its left, which was under zevere pressure from
tie I'merican XV Corps.

20 November

XII Corps Situation

26th Division Ar2a. During the night tne German garricon of
Dieure had withdrawn toward Mittersiweim, and the 2d Cevalry Group,
325t Infantry, and 51st Ermorcd Infantry Battalion moveu into the
town., Althougn U,S, planes ana German demolitions had destroyed most
0f the briuges, one remained intact, and the 26th snd CCB, 4th Ermored
Division, were in pocition to drive ahesd to the cast,

Numerous mines ana blown bridyes held up the advance of CCA, but
by 1400 the uismounted armored infantry occupicd Francaltroff and turned
it over to the 320th Infantry, and reached Obrick by niyhtfall.

35th Division Area. A combat team of the 6tih Armored Division,
vulilt around the 63th Tank Battalion, led the advance of the 137th
Insentry along the road to Hellimer, where a number of Panthers and
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selr-propelled tank destroyers of the 1l6th Panzer Division were deployed
to halt them, At a cost of six light and four medium tanks the Ameri-
cans broke through, destroyiny ten German tanks, three armored cars, and
three antitenk guns. The advance halted on the eastern end cof the

Bois ue Freybouse,

o0ti: Divizion. In a move to take Faulquemont, two regiments of the
¢0ti. Division secured a bridgehead across the Nied Allemande.

Scrman Situation

XTII SS Corps. There was little change in the situation., Covering
forces of the withdrawing llth Panzer Division were forced by American
tanks to abandon Francaltroff.

LXXXIX Corps. The 36lst Volks Grenadier vivision withdrew cast-
warce toward the Sarre River from Dieuze., Whil2 the effect on the 36lst
wuas inuirect, the 553d Volks Grenadier Division sector in the center
o: the corps was penetrated by an srmored attack of the American XV
Corpc, which was duvancing toward the Saverne Gap in tne Vosyes Moun-
tains.

21 November

XII Corps Situation

26th and 4th Armored Division Area. CCB's swouth column (Churchill'c)
moved out from Dieuze toviard Mittersheim, Although held up by blown
bridges at Lostroff, by nightfall the column had reached Loudrefing.
The left column vias sent inte the 26th Divi.ion cone to take Munster,
but it encountered the 325th Infantry on its wcy to help the 101st,
and the c¢ivision commandex ordered the aermor out of this area,

Task Force Abrams of CCA had reached e flooded area, and two
companies of its tanks had to ke winched out of the mire near Francal-
troff. CCA was ordered back to Conthil to be shifted to the south
to support CCB.

Tne *d Battalion, 1l0l:t Infantry, mase a tforced march duriny the
nigiit 20/21 November to cut the road viest of Munster, at Torcheville,
vhich the ILmericans took, The 104th Irfantry, on the left, took the
village of Montdidier, and the 1lst Battalion continuea in the wirection
of hlbestroff, where five roads met. The 10lst could not move far from
Torcheville, for the roed to tne east was heravily mined and blocked,
The road to tine southeast was flooded. The 32sth was ordered to rein-
force the weakeneu 101st. The 761st Tank Batcelion lost four tanks
in i minefield, and the infantry continued alone to the village. Three
rifle companies entered but subsecuently were cut orff by a German counter-
attack,
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C 35th Sivision Area. Combat Team Wall of CCB, G6th Armored Division,
' and the 3d Battalion, 137th Infantry, turned north to tcke Fremestrofl,

moving slouly in the mud and confronted with mines and antitank fire.
Deploying off the road just at the edge of the villaye because of a
blown bridge, the armored vehicles bogyed down. After heavy and accurate
artillery fire, two infantry companies attacked, but were driven back
by gunrire. Five German tanks then advanced, to be engaged by American
taaks and tank destroyers. When one of the German tanks was disabled,
thé rest withdrew and the town was ouickl * taken. The German gung near
Hellimer had been pinning down the 320th Infantry, on the right of the
35th Division, as it tried to advance toward Grening,

g

00th Division. The division widened its foothold across “he MNied
Allemande against slight resistence.

GG 1) bk i 1

German Situation

L. XIII SS Corps. There was little chiange in the situation, Some
; elements of the 15th Panzer Grenadier division were committed to

i stren¢tinen the 17th Panzer Crenadier Divi:sion in the hard fighting
necar Fremestroif.

3 LXXXIX Corps. The extreme right rflank units of the 36lst Volks

e Grenedior Division viere forced out of Albestroff. The situation in the
E center and left of the corps remained serious, as the Arericaen XV
Corps continued its advance toward Saverne,

22 November

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division.

Wnile CCA assembled near Conthil, the two columns of CCB joined
end advenced to Mittersheim, which was taken in the afternoon by the
3th Tank Battalion, which then crossed the Canal des Houilleres ge
lo Serre. Reconncissance elements had reached the outskirts of Fenetrange.

26th Division. An attempt by the 1lst Battalion, 104th Infantry,
to enter Albestroff in the morniny was repulsed, The 2d and 3d Batta-
lions cdvaiiced north and south of the village, meeting heavy resistance,
The 32Cth Infantry, having reached the arei, took Munster,

35th Division. Artillery fire on the villaye of Greniny, where
tne 32uth Infantry was pinned down, had lLittle effect on the Germsn
infantry battalion and handful of tanks thaet were holding it. Nnt
until micafternoon did a patrel manage t9o seize a building in the town.
Unc¢ble to dislodge the Americans, the Germans finally moveda ouc of
Grening.
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Q. 6th Armoreu Division. In the north CCB, otr. Armored Division,

and *he lst Battalion, 137th Infantry, took Leyviller and St. Jean
Rohrbacl, beyond Hellimer.

New Corps Orders. Since the XII Corps zone rarrovied as it
ipproached tre Sarre River, and with CCB, 4th Armored Division, making
g0oodu progress on the rich: flank, the corps commander ordered the
oth Armored Division on tlwe north with the ¢0th Infantry Division, and
the 4ti Armored Division on the south, to execute a new maneuver that
would pincli out the 26th and 35th Divisione. The 4th Armored Division
viag to proceed north up the corridor between the Canal des Houilleres
2 la Sarre and the Sarre River, cutting off or mopping up the Germang
3 facing the two infantry divisions.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. There was little change in the situation.

ST, JEETTONT

LXXXIX Corps., The 36lst Volks Grenadier Division retook Albestroff
in a surprise pre-dawn attack, capturing & number of prisoners., In
the center, however, the division lost Munster to Bmerican infantry
and Mitter<neim to Bmericen tanks. After dark, thereiore, Rlbestroff
was abandoned, and the division withdrew to defensive positions in the
Bois de Bonnefontein», south of Rltwiller and in front of Fenetrange.
The situacion in the corps ccnter remained grave, ¢s the American XV
Corps continued to push into the Vosges passes.

23 Jovember

XII Corps Situation

4ty Armored Division. The task assigned in the new orders did
not take into account the fact that the corridor is only four miles
vide st Mittersheim and narrows to less than a mile at Sarre-Union.
Only muddy logying roads run north through it, totally inadecuate to
carry tanks. Because of the problems involved in tryinyg to move north,
CCB heeoded east from Mittersheim toward Fenetranye, on the west bank
0f tne Sarre, and into the area of the 44th Infantry Division of the
XV Corpu, Sixth Army., (Whether the division commander iynoved the
corps order or had it modified has not been ascertainec.) Encountering
only vweak defenses of the German 353d Regiment of the 36lst Volks
Grenadier Division, Task Force Ezell, with elements of the 2d Cavalry
Group, caprurec the town. The 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sauadron
turned souti, crossed the Sarre at Gosselming and proceecded toward
Bettborn, where contact was made with patrols of the 44th Division,

25ch Division. The division had not yet reached the canal.
On itz west ‘ank were large field fortifications at Honskirch and

coTiIRE -. o yuell as tre Bois de Benndiontaine, The 3238th Inronir
- - - ?
( Sootag Lo o ITEL s erer, avcoeked northeastuand against dio V.octers-
T L= aglaiceasnltdlier linc, ¢ heavily foptdlild line oith bunlors,
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vntrenchments, minefields, and an extensive antitank ditch., The 10lst
moved slowly through the Bois de Bonnefentaine, where the Germans had
trenches, mines, wire barriers, and antiaircraft guns.

6th Armored and 35th Division. CCA, ordered to move south into
tie 35th Division zone, joined the lst and 3d Battalions, 134th Infantry,
in a drive to the Maderbach, about eight miles west of the Sarre. The
lst Bsttelion, 137th Infantry, advanced on Hilsprich, southeast of
St. Jean Rohrbach, to widen the salient. Defending Hilsprich was the
infantry of tne 3uth SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment, with a few tanks,
but with its guns sited to cover the approach to the village with cross-
fire. After heavy fighting two American companies entered the village
but vere unable to hold it. Only about 60 survivors, including a single
cificer, escaped and returned to St. Jean Rohrbach.

Germen Situation

XIII SS Corps. Elements of the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division
counterattacked successfully at Hilsprich. The front of the llth
Panzer Division was now protected by a wide belt of water, the tribu-
taries to the Sarre, flowing through Sarralbe and Altwiller, having
overrun their banks &fter heavy rains.

LXXXIX Corps. MRmerican tanke and infantry continued to force
back the 35lst Volks Grenadier Division, which had been much weakened
by orolonged, intensive combat. Hoviever, during the day the division
received reinforcements to permit it to cover the right flank of a
major counterattack intcnded to helt the attack of the American XV Corps.

The Panzer Lehr Division, under General Fritz Bayerlecin, recently
assigned to the corps for the counteratrtack, assembled during the day
east of Sarre-Union, and at about 1600 began to attack southeastward,
behind the loft flank of the 36lst Volks Grenadier Division, The
objective was to breek through the US 44th Division, on the left of
the XV Corps, and to urive toward the cznter rear of the American corps.
The Panzer Lenr attack was in two armored and iifantry columns, with
it. main effort (Tesk Force I) on the left, heaainyg toward Schalbach.
By dark the left column, encountering spotty resistence from the sur-
ori:ed Americans, had reached Hirschland, and received orders from the
Army Group commander to continue the attack duriny the night. By
morning the Geir.nan advance was past Rauwiller.

24 November

XII Corps Situation

4t Lrmored Division. Task Force Jacues of CCB crossec the Sarre
River near Gosselming, ¢nd Task Force Churchill crossed at Romelfing
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to the nortn, with no opposition. The plan was for both columns to
drive nortueast toward Bining, in order to cut off the Germans with-
drawiny from Serre-Union and Sarreguemines. The Churchill column
reached the high ground west of Postroff, Tre Jacues column advanced
to Baerendorf. By that *ime both had (acountered substantial resistance
srom elements of the right flank column (Task Force I) of the attacking
Panzer Lehr Division and the 36lst Volks Grenadier Division, which vas
screeniny the attack. The 53d Armcred Infantry Battalion, supported

by = few tanks and the 253d FA Battalion, drove the Germans from
Baerendorf, CCA, meanwhile, was assembling near Bidestroff.

26th Division. While the 328th Infantry vias driving toward the
Vittersbourg-Honskirch-Altwiller line, the 10lst was pushing against
a stupborn German defense in the Bois de Bonnefontaine. During the
ni .t of 24 November an attempt to take a chateau in the middle of the
wo0ds, which the Germans had strongly fortified, failed, But the
chcteau was taken later with the assistance of tank destroyers.

5th Armored Division Area, CCB attacked Hilspri~h, considered
essential to cover the flank of a drive to Maderbach. RAided by the
lst Battalion, 124th Infantry, and pounding by artillery, the 737th
Tank Battalion tock the town in the afternoon., CCA, on the lefi, was
advanziny :lcwly to the northeast.

Germon Situatiqg

XTTI 5S Corpe. The 17tii SS Panzer Grenedier Division was forced
out of Hilsprich by American tanks and infantry. Since the weakened
right ilank elements of the extended 36lst Volks Grenaaier Division
had been driven back, the 1llth Panzer Divisicn attacked southward
rear Sarre-Union to restore the situation on its left flank, and to
secure the rear of the Panzer Lehr countercittack. The corps anu division
boundaries were shiftea scuth to place Sarre Union in the 1lth Panzer
Division zone,

LXXXIX Corps. The 25th Panzer Grenadier Division began arriving
co relieve the battered 36lst Volks Grenadier Division. Units of the
US 4th Armored Divisicn overren infantry protecting the Sarre River
crossings nesr Baerendorf and Postroff and attacked the exposed right
flank of the Panzer Lehr Division's Task Force I. This resulted in
heavy fightiny, particulsrly in the Baerendorf area, where the 1lst
Battalion, 902 Regyiment, of Panzer Lehr suffered very heavy losses,
The left column, Task Force IY, continued to advance toward Schalbach,
but at a slower pace.
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25 Novembery

XII Corp: Situation

4tn Armored Divicion, Bayerlein, having been hard hit in the right

flank, turned Panzer Lehr's Task Force I to the west to attack toward
Fenetrange. 1In the dardeess of early morning the Germans, with tanks

an¢ infentry, nit the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, deployed around

eerendori, and the 8th Tank Battalion, which was outposted to the east,.
Casualties on both sides were heavy, but tiic Germans vere driven off.
Later in the morning the 53d attacked toward the high ground northeast
of Beerendori, and the 8th Tank Battalion joined the 51st Armored
Infantry Battelion (less one company) in an attack on Postroff, Artillery
of the 4th ArmoredDivision supported both., At the end of the day the

cwivision held a line Hirschland-Baerendorf-high ground west of Postroff-
Niederstinzel,

26th Division. The 32¢th Infantry broke through the north end of
the German line and took Vittersbourg. The 10lst Infantry continued
the fight in the Boi. Ge Bonnefontaine. An attack on Hill 262 south
of Altuiller was driven off by a German bayonet charge.

5th krmored Division. After the armored infantry and engineers
bridgyed an antitank diten west of Puttelange during the night, the
15tk Tank Battslion of CCB crossed, only to stick in the mud when a
larye crater in the road made it necessary to leave the pavement.
German antitank guns knocked out five tcnks, and the battalion withdrew,
To tiwe south tne 737th Tank Battulion also encountered mud, mines and
arcillery fire that hclted their attempts to advence. Two accompanying
rifle companies of the 134th Infantry, with some armored infantry,
puched through to the Maderbach at Remering. CCA, farther back on the
left, was also making slow progress.

¢0th Division., 2All three regiment: attaciked east of Faulcuemont,
supported by the 712th Tank Battalion, 61Cth and 302th Tank Destroyer
Battalions, and 42d Csvalry Scuadron. The Germen deienders were the
understrength 35th Volks Grenadier Division plus an infantry battalion
of the 374th Infantry Division, The American objective was a portion
of the Moyinot Line. In the face of the overwhelming strength of the
American ettack, German resistance collapsed, and the area was under
control by midafternoon.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. A renewed offensive by the American XII Corps
brought pressuve all along the left wing of the corps line. The 36th
Volle Grenadier Division was forced back about three kilometers to
nocitione just west of St. Avold, and the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier
civision lo:t a little ground west of Puttelange.
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LXXXIX Corps. The counterattack of the Panzer Lehr Division made
some progress, although less than had been expected. Task Force I,
on the right, retook the cown of Postroif, which had been lost by the
351st the previous day, Efforts to retake Baerendorf were unsuccessful,
but the American threat to Reuwiller was driven back, Farther left,
Tavk Force II reached the vicinity of Schalbach, held by the 44th
Division, Later in the day, however, Task Force I was again threatened
by renewal of the American 4th Division counterattack.

26 _November

XII Corps Situation

4th frmored Division., CCB had been reinforccd by the Slst Armored
Infantry Battalion from CCR, which <as added to the Churchill column
et Postroff. The Churcnill and Jacues columnc attacked in coordination,
tac former toward Wolfskirchen and the latter at Bywiller. Flooded
streams and mua made tenk maneuver impossible, pinning the armored
veiticles to the roads. Artillery fire from the Panzer Lehr and the
401st Volks Artillery Corps helped to keep advances minimal, CCA
crossed tne SarreRiver and moved behind CCB to take positions on the
right. Enemy resistance wvias slight, the roads viere yood, anda Task
Force Oden reached Ottwiller, Task Force West Drulinge, and the rest
of CCi Vieyer,

26tn Division. Two attacks on Honskirch by units of the 328th
Infantry were uriven off as the German defenders tried stubbornly to
nolcd tne position. The 101st moved .p to the Canal des Houilleres
de la Sarvre.

6thi Armored and 35th Divisions. The 69th Tank Battalion of CCA
tried to bypass the crea where the rest of the combat command was
fialted by attacking through the Foret de Puttelange., On the far side
of the woods, however, mud made it impossible for the tanks to maneuver
¢s they came within rancge of the defenses of the Maginot Line. The
134th Infantry advenced from Hilsprich to clear the west bank of the
Macderbach,

S0tit Division. In front of the division the Germans were retreating,
but resr yuarua detachments were covering the witadrawal., The German
2d Battalion, 165th Regiment, made six unsuccessful counterattacks on
¢ battalion of the 318th Infantry, before being wiped out by the fire
of nine fielu artillery battelions. The 319th and 317th Infantry
advanced to the vicinity of St. Avold against stiff opposition,

Ge rman Situation

XIIX SS Corps. American pressure continued against the 36th Volks
Crznadier eéna 17th SS Panzer Divisions near St, Avola, and against the
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347tnh Division to the north, St. Avold was lost, and the 17th S§
Panzer Grenadier Division withdrew slightly towaru Farebersviller.

LXXXIX Corps. During the night Army Group headocuarters called
off the Panzer Lehr counterattack. The weakened 361st Panzer Grenadier
Division was shifted to its left, in a shortened line, with the Panzer
Lehy Divi=ion taking over the right of its sector, on the line Sarre-
Union-Winigen-Bischweder, and the understrength 25th Panzer Grenadier
Division between Panzer Lehr and the new 36lst Volks Grenadicr sector.
Panzer Lehr was authorized to withdraw its spearheads from their exposed
positions southeast of Raerendorf, which was still held by the US 4th
Armored Division.

27 November

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division. The S5lst Armored Division with a compeny of
liyht tanks, on the left of the 4th Armored Division, attacked and took
Wolfskirchen from a detachment of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Division.
The 53d Armorec Infantry Battalion of Task Force Jacues was held up at
Eywiller untiil late afternnon by a German iorce, including a number of
Panthers. Task Force West of CCA took Gungwiller, northeast of Eywiller,
at about noon, however, and the German position at Eywiller could no
longer be held. The bulk of CCA had commenced an attack with Task Force
Oden at Durstel. But the Germans had fortified the area strongly and
fought so stubbornly that the task force withdrew to Asswiller,

26th Divisiur, Little activity as the division reorganized and
mopped up west of the canal.

6th Armorea and 35th Divisions. The advance of che &0th Divisien
(see below) released the pressure confronting the 6th Armored Division,
which was then able to resume a slow advance.

o0th Division. The 318th and 319th Infantry entered St. Avold,
finding that the Germans had withdrawn, as part of a general retreat
to the Maderbach. The division commander then turned the 317tnh to
purszue the retreating enemy to the northeast. The deep mud made it
impossible for trucks or nalf-tracks to get through, and the iniantry
proceeded on foot, making contact with the enemy near Seingbouse, about
+ix miles from St., Fvold. Since it was late in the day, the regiment
aeployed in enticipation or proceeding the following morning.

German Situation

XIIX SS Corps. Pressure slackened against the units in the center
of tue corps sector, which haa withdrawn somewhat during the night.
Otnerwise tine situation was little changed.
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LXXXIX Corps. The Panzer Lehr Division withdrew in delaying actions
to 3 line extending generally from Wolfskirchen to Eywiller and Bettwiller.
The US 4th Armored Division mainteined considerable pressure against
the withdrawing Germans.

28 November

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division. While the right column of CCA was held up
by blown bridges, the left, Task Force West, took Bettwiller. Task
Force Jacues of CCB, joined by CT 71, 44th Infantry Division, attacked
north from Eywiller, encounteriny little resistance, and capturad Berg.
Tuask Force Churchill also advanced, against heavy enemy fire and road-
blocks, reaching and capturing Burbach.

2eth Division. The 328th Infantry was mopping up west of the
Canal des Houilleres de la Sarre. General Eddy ordered the division
to extend to the north to take over the area held by the 35th Division.
The 10lst Infantry was to go to Burbach to assist the 4th Prmored
Division in its move toward Sarre-Union.

80th Division. The 3d Battalion, 317th Infantry, ettacked Fare-
bersviller, which was held by about 200 troops of the German 17th
SS Panzer Grenadier Division, while the 1lst and 2d Battalions of the
317th tried to bypass the village. They were stopped, however, by
units of the 38th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment and some light flak
tanks of the 17th SS Reconnaissance Battalion forming a tactical reserve
supporting the defenders of Farebersviller. After a day-long house-
to-house fight, by dark the 3d Battalion occupied only the west half
of the village, & German infantry and tank counterattack at 2000 was
unsuccessful.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. There was little change in the situation, but some
grounc wes lost in the sectors of the 36th Volks Grenadier and 17th
SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions,

LXXXIX Corps. The Panzer Lehr Division continued to hold its
new line against strong American attacks.

29 November

XII Corps Situation

4tn Armorea Division. Durstel finally fell to CCA, Task Force
Ocen, which then muved on, capturing Adamswiller, Tczk Force West
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advanced from Bettwiller to Rezingen. Task Force Jacues of CCB ~dvanced
to the high ground between Thal Pres, Drulingen, and Mackwiller, while
Task Force Churchill took the high ground between Burback and Sarre-
werden,

80t Division. The 3d Battalion, 317th Infantry, attacking
Farebersviller, was reinforced with tanks and tank destroyers, but the
Germens also had strengthened their forces, ani the village remained
in German hands, the Americans driven back to the west. Other German
units launched two counterattacks on the 2d Battalion, north of the
villaye, but were <riven off by artillery fire.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. American patrdl: ~hich had entered Sarre-Union
w2re ariven out by the llth Panzer Division, Elsewhere along the corps
front the Americans made minor gains.

LXXXIX Corps. The Panzer Lehr Division prepared to be withdrawn
Irom the line, Some of its covering forces were pushed back somewhat
in the Wolfskirchen-Bettwiller area.

30 November

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division, There was little activity on the front as
the division, with support from the 26th, prepared to attack Sarre-Union
the following day. 1In the only gain, Task Force West took the high
yround north of Mackwiller, with little opposition.

80th Division. The 317th Infantry moved in to relieve the 3l4th
near Farebersviller,

German Situation

XIIT SS Corps. Small withdrawals were made by the 36th Volks
Grenadier anc 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Divisions. The llth Panzer
Division was forced to extend its left east of Sarre-Union, to the
vicinity of Rimsdorf, because of the withdrawal of the Panzer Lehr
Division to its left.

LXXXIX Corps. The weak 25th Panzer Grenadier Division held the
are¢ generally from in front of Rimsdor: to in front of Tieffenbach.
Some yround was lost to the US 4th Armorecd Division in the Mackwiller
anu Ademswiller areas. The Panzer Lehr Division had been put in Army
res¢rve,
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1 December

XII Corps Situation

The XII Corps front at the beginning of the month extended from
the boundary with XX Corps in the vicinity of Bening les St. Avold- Foret
¢z Farschviller --one kilometer west of Puttelange - Gueblange - one
xilometer east of Honskirch - Harskirchen - contact on the southeast
with the XV Corps of the Seventh Army in the vicirity of Mackeiller.
The only action was in the area of the 4th Armored and 26th Divisions.

4th Armored and 26th Divisions, The 10lst Infantry was to attack
on the left flank of the 4th Armored Division, east of the Sarre, heading
nortn to Sarre-Union, The armored units were to come in from the east.

Using the 8th Tank Battalicn and Slst Avmored Tnfantry Battalion,
CCB attacked in two columns, the right toward Hill 318, north of Mack-
willer, and the left east of Rimsdorf. On the left the lst Battalion,
101st Infantry, advanced through the Bennhcltz Woods, while the 3d
éttacked Sarre-lnion,

Advanciny slcowly on muddy roads, against stubborn resistance, the
dtn Tank Battalion finally wrested Hill 314 from some tanks of the
Panzer Lehr Division, Units of the 3d PBattalion, 10lst, entered
Sarre-Union, but German gyunners on hills: beyond the town halted the
hmericans, and the occupying units were withdrawn as darkness fell,

German Situetion

XIII SS Corps. The corps boundairy was shifted farther left to
include the 25th Panzer Grenadier Division sector. The principal
activity in the corps zone was at Sarre-Union, where a cooruinated
American infantry and tank attack was launched ageinst the town and the
area east of the Sarre River. The: brunt of the American attack was
taken by about one third of the lith Panzer Division and the 25th
Panzer Grenedier Division. During tne day American infantry fought
its way intd> Serre-Union, but were ejected by a coordinated German
counterattack after dark. Elements of the Panzer Lehr Division, in
corns reserve, participated in the counterattack, characterized by the
Germens as a complete defensuve success,™

LXXXIX Corps. This corps no longer figured in the operations of
the American XII Corps or tne 4th Armored Division.

2 December

XII Corp: Situation

At Armorea and 26th Divisions. German forces had reoccupicd
Sarre-Union during the night, The 101lst Infantry, with a platoon of
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tank destroyers, fought its way into the town, and a company of the
104th Infantry arrived late in the day to nelp hold it. To the east

the 4th Armored Division, meanwhile, cut two roads, leaving only one
cpen to the Germans, Counterattacks by units of the Panzer Lenr
Division were driven off with help from fighter-bombers, which destroyed
several tenks near Domfessel,

Remainder of Corps. There was no action on the rest of the corps
front.

German Situation

XIII SS Corps. At 0700 elements of the Panzer Lehr Division
attackeda at Rimsdorf, but were stopped by a counterattack. Another
German attack at Mackwiller bogged down. A small Pancer Lehr Division
force retvook Weislingerhof.

The battle at Sarre-Union continued to rage., Againr the Americans
fought their way into the town by day, and again at dusk a counter-
atteck by elements of the 1llth Psnzer anc Panzer Lehr Divisions attempted
to tnrow them out, but failed. On the extreme left the 25th Panzer
Grenadier Division was forced back to the vicinity of Dermingen and
Waldhambach,

3 December

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored and 26th Divisions. Early in the mcrning Germ. .
tanks and infantry attacked toward Sarre-Union from the direction of
Oermingen, overrunning five S7mm antitank guns. Fire (3380 rounds)
from the 105mm howitzers of the 10lst Field Artillery Battalion and the
104th Infantry regimental cannon company destroyed two tenks and drove
the rest of them out, The remaining infantrymen fought it out into
the next day, when the last of the Germans werv killed or captured,
The lst Bettslion, 104th Infantry, moved north on the west side of
Sarre-Unieon,

Major Gencral Hugh Gaffey relieved Major General John S, Wood
az commander of the 4th Armored Division, which was temporarily halted
eround Domfessel,

Remainder of Corps. The 35th Division relieved CCB, 6th Armored
Division, in the line near Puttelange during the night of 2Z/3 December.
The plea was for the 30th Division on the left of the corps to occupy
the nigh ground along the Sarre northeast of Farebersviller. The 6th
Armorzd, pinching out the 80th on the front, was to drive toward the
river nortiwest of Sarreguemines. The 35th was to attack toward the
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city between the oth Armored Division and the Sarre. The 4th Armored
Division would continue its advance east of the river.

GCerman Situation

XIII SS Corps., A final carly morning counterattack by units of
the llth Panzer and Panzer Lehr Division faileu to eject the Americans
from Sarre~Union. The attacking force included 11lth Panzer Division
units and a battle group of Panzer Lehr, consisting of three companies
viith 15 tanks. American advances were also made to the north and west,
forcing all units to fall back.

4 December

XII Corps Situation

The corps made a general coordinated attack forward at Sarreguemines
and tiie Sarre River west of Sarreguemines, with the 4th Armored, 35th,
6th Armored, and JOth Divisions abreast, from right to left.

4tih Armored Division, With & company of the 37th Tank Battalion,
the 104th Infantry systematically cleared the Germans from Sarre-Union.
The 6th Tank Battalion of CCB, east of tiie tewn, encountered ten enemy
tenls, destroyed two and drove off the rest. Elements of the battalion
cook Voellerdingen and a bridge across the Eichel Creek, which they
inelu egainst a counterattack,

Task Force Oden of CCR attacked and took Domfessel, after an ad-
vanced detachment hac¢ filled in craters in tne road, bridged a creek,
and cleared the way through the town.

35th Division. The division attacked in the early morning. With
no artillery preparation the L34th Infantry crossed the Maderbach in
boats and encircled Puttelange. The regiment took the city from units
of the 17th SS Regiment, then advanced to the east, The advance guerd
of the 320th Infantry encountered German infantry on the east bank of
tie stream and made little progress. The 2d Battelion, naving crossed
the Mcderbach erd started east, encountersd barbed wire, which halted
tiiem where they formed a target for effective enemy artillery fire,

6th Armored Division. Following an intensive artillery preparation,
CCA, using dismounted infantry and supporting tank platoons, attacked
toward Mont de Cadenbronn, supported by artillery and tuank guns.
Following an initial breakthrough, one column of tanks moved beyond
artillery range in the late afternoon, however, and lost eight of its
tanks to German fire.
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P 80th Division., After 60 minutes of artillery preparation, the

w o0th Division attacked in the early morning. The 313th Infantry, with
a company of the 702d Tank Battalion and one of the 610th Tank Destroyer
Bettalion, took Farebersviller and the hills to the northeast.

German Situation

XIII SE Corps. As reported later by the Corps Commander, the
Arericans were attacking on the entire length of the Corps front with
increased ferocity and compelled the Corps to withdraw the front during
the nignt . . . to the line Forst Xarlsbrunn - Holfengraben - Vorbach -
F Caaryemund -~ Wittringen ~ Rolhwbach les Bitsch,

g~
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XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division., The 35th Tank Battalion and 53d Armored
Infantry Battalion of CCA crossed the Eichel, and the 37th Tank Battalion
passed through along the highwiay toward Dehlingen on the way toward
Binin;. Encounteriny the massed artillery of the 1llth Panzer and 25th
Panzer Grenadier Divisions, the column turned off toward the town of
Sin_ling, west of Bining. This position too was within range of German
artillery, and the US tanks withdrew out of range.

CCB had auvanced as far as Schmittviller, where it too was within
striking distance of Singling.

6tn Armored and 35th Divisions, Thz divisions advanced against
little oppo.ition., Units of CCA reasched the river north of Sarreguemines
and were wuithin artillery ranye of Grosbliederstroff. The 2d Cavalry
Group on the north crossed the Rosselle River near Rosbruck. The 2d
Battalion, 134th Infantry, was in the socutheastern outskirts of Sarre-
guemines, while units of all battalions of the 134th anc 320th Infantry
ware spproaching the west bank of thie Sarre.

Germen 3ituation

XIII SS Corps. The corps left boundary was shifted west from
Ronrbach to VWittring, and this area, held by the 1lth Panzer Division
and the 25th Panzer Grenadier Nivision, waz taken over by the XC Infantry
Corps, committed between the XIII SS and the LXXXIX Corps. Strong
American pressure continued against the corps lines south and west of
Sarreguemines,

XC Corps. Intense pressure continued east of he Serre against
the vitnuirawing llth Penzer Division and 25th Panzer Grenadier Division
(Battle Group von Wiettersheim), Some Nmerican tanks reached the vicinity
of Sinyling but were criven back by counterattacks and artillery fire.
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& December

XII Corps Situation

4th Armored Division. CCA, consisting of two medium tank companies
of the 57th Tank Battalion, relnforced by the 51st Armored Infantry
Battalion, a field artillery battalion, and some tank destroyers,
attackeda toward Singling, defended by the lst battalion, 1llth Panzer
Grenadier Regiment (with more rifles than the S51lst Armored Infantry
Bettalion), which was supported by tanks, assault guns, artillery and the
myriad emplacements of the Maginot Line of which Singling was a part.
Although a company of armored infantry and one of the tanks managed
to enter the village, they could not hold it and withdrew,

6th Armored and 35th Divisions, Initiating an attack on Sarre-
guemines, CCA and the 2d Battalion, 134th Infantry, occupied the
western part of the city. The tvo divisions held the west bank of the
Sarre in strength from Grosbliederstroff to Wittring, They were ordered
to nold until the 2€th Division came up from reserve into position to
éttack beside them, to try to crack the Maginot Line,

German Situation

XC Corps. A fierce fight took place in the Singling area, but by
evening counterattacks by the 1lth Panzer Division had again driven
the Americans out. German estimates put the American tank strength
at 300, cpposed to 43 German tank. and assault guns,

7 December

XII Corps Situation

4tn Armored Division., All action wes on the extreme right. Elements
of CCR attacked Bining and took the town in the ¢fternoon, in the
laget operation before beiny relieved by the 12th Armored Division.

German Situation

XC Corps. The liti Panzer Division continued to repulse American
probes against Singling. The 25th Panzer Grenadier Division was forced
out of Bining, but held at Rohrbach les Bitsche,
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4th Armored Division Operations

2s the XII Corps in early November 1944 prepared to launch an
oifensive, with the ultimate objective of crossing the Rnine and
capturing Darmstadt, the 4th Armored Division was waiting behind the
infantry cn the right (south) flank of the corps area, ready to move
out in advance to exploit a penetration of the German front. The
division's initial objective was the Morhange erea, with tentative
plens to continue toward Sarre-Union and the crossing of the Sarre
River. Combat Command B (CCR) was to advance on the right, pass
through the 26th Infantry Division, advance northeast aslong the valley
of the Petite Seille River, bypass Morhange, and drive along the
Benestroff-Francaltroif roaa. Combat Command B (CCB) was to advance
through the 35th Infantry Division, circle north of the Morhange
plateau and capture the road center at Morhange.

Moving out in rain and cold, through mud and across flccded
streéms, both the 26th and the 35th Divisions advanced rapidly against
an apparently surprised enemy. South of Jallaucourt engineers
installed a prefabricated bridge acrosc the Osson Creek in midmorning.
The 137th Infantry, 35th Division, crossed to take the village, and
ther moved across 3 second bridge to enter Malaucourt-sur-Seille.

By midnight the regiment was on rising ground east of the villeage.
The 101st Infantry, 26th Division, took Moyenvic and some bridges
scross tiue Seille north of the town, but did not succeed in taking
Hill 310 beyond. The 104th Infantry took Vic-sur-Seille and some
bridgzs, while the 328th Infantry moved out beyond Bezange--la-Petite
and Moncourt.

9 liovember

Rain and snow continued as CCB, 4th Ermored Division, movecd for-
werd through the 35th Division in two columns, confined to the roads
by the deep mud. Column Churchill, on the left, passing through
Malasucourt and the 137th Infantry near thes town, proceeded down the
road vo Viviers and Hannocourt, with littl=: opposition, although
German mines claimed five tanks. At Hannocourt the column was
halted by antitank guns, but planes of the XIX TAC dropped fragmen-
tation bombs and napalm in support of the armored units,
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Column Mayback, on the right, took the road through Jallaucourt,
encountering stiffer opposition, but moving steadily forward, The
column took Oriocourt and Laneuveville, with a battalion of the 134th
Infantry Regiment following closely to mop up. Proceeding to Fonteny,
the column'’s advance guard ran into a strong prepared German position,
dafended by guns of the 9th Flak Division on the hills to the north-
east and in the Foret de Chateau-Salins. BAs the advance guard halted
it wes suddenly struck on the right flank by a detachment of German
tanks. These were driven off by the armored infantry with baz~<'ias,
and Mayback sent up reinforcements in the form of C Company, 37th Tank
Battalion, As soon as they appearec¢ on the skyline, three of the
tanks were knocked out; the remainder, attempting to deploy off the
roed, stuck in the soft mud in range of the German guns. The U.,S,
tanks continned their firing with some success (an estimated 30 German
guns silenced) until their ammunition ran out. With derkness coming
cn, Mayback pulled his column back to a position behind rising ground
southwest of Fonteny,

10 November

uring the night, elements of the German 1llth Penzer Division,
including units of the 43d Fortress Battalion and the 110th Panzer
G.enadier Regiment, with infantry, tanks, and self-propelled guns,
retook the village of Viviers, behind Churchill's force at Hannocourc.
This effectively cut the only road by which Churchill could have sent
reinforcaements to Mayback at Fonteny. He tried to attack Viviers,
but German antitank guns forced his tanks off the highway, #nd they
boyged down in the mud., The U.S., 224 Armored Field Artillery
Battalion, located on a hill between Viviers and Hannocourt, engaged
pert of the German 401lst Volks “rtillery Corps, which was north of the
area, in an artillery duel., 0.S, artillery fire helped to soften
up Viviers, and the 2d Battalion, 137th Infantrv, 35th Division,
finally took the village late in the day. Othz: 2lements of Chur-
chill's column moved to Fremery.

Wiayback's column made no advance, as it awaited the arrival of
cslements of the 137th Infantry, moving up from Laneuveville, The
Slst Frmored Infantry Battalion had been placed shead as a screen
for tie armor, and the infantry was positioned on both flanks.

CCA had begun moving out in two columns at 1042, the north
(Hunter) tsking the route Vic¢ sur Seille-Morville les Vic~Hampont,
vhile the scouth (Oden) column headed from Moyenvic to Selival to
Chatear Voue. Hunter's column passed through the 104th Infantry,
26th Division, near Morville, and proceeded down the road, restricted
to the pavement by the mud. Roadblccks and some limived resistance
slowed the advance. By late afternoon the column was at Hampont.
Oden's col'wn wes unable to move because of the traffic congestion on
the road and the mud that made it impossible to proceed off the firm
surface,
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1 Novembker

Churchill's column of CCB was counterattacked early in the day,
as 't started toward Morhange through the Bois de Serres, but the
enemy was dispersed by armored artillery. The Mayback column made
én unsuccessiul attempt to take Fonteny. But with the assistance of
& tenhk compeny and the lst Battalion, 127th Infantry, the town wae
entered and 8 house-to-house fight continued all dsy. The 559th
VG 2lvision commenced withdrawing from the Foret de Chidteau~Salins in
the aiternoon, with artillery fire pounding the 137th Division and
CCB to cover the withdrawal. The Churchill column made slow progress
toward Oron., '

The Hunter column of CCAR proceeded toward Corthil, South of the
village of Hakheoudange, where the road pssses through a narrow defile
betwcen cthe river and a railroad embankment, a battalion of the
3b1st VG Division and the 11llth Flsk Battalion opened fire with dual
purpose guns. They knocked out the lead tanks, and the column halted.
Hunter reversed the column and procesded by a side road to Conthil,
which was occupied at 1515. Hunter moved on part way to Rodalhe.

Thie Oden column, coming behind, reached Hampont.

12 Novzmber

The 2d Battalion, 137th Infentry, occupied Faxe, thereby linking
the two columns of CCB, Armor and infantry then moved shead. &t
Oron, & bridge across the Nied Francaise was secured. The right
column, commanded by Major Harry Van Prnam since Mayback was killed
in the fight for Fon%eny, turned off to Chateau Bréhain.

Oden's column of CCA moved out from Hampont at 9700 and took
Chatcsu Voue at 0950. Proceeding to the rortheast, the column
encountered considerable resistance from ensmy tanks of the 1lth
ranzer Divicsior, but pushed on and took Hill 337, southzast of Lidre-
zing. Hunter's column [ ssed through Rodalbe, which had been tcken
the previous evening by the 3d Baitalion, 104th Infantry, and headed
north toward Bermering to try to cut off the remaining troops of the
559t VG Diviesion. But the road was heavily mined. The 37th Tank
Bertalion attempted to maneuver off the roads, only to bog down in
the mud within range of Germen guns in the Pfaffenforst Woods. UIs
Hunter withdrew, the Germans counterattacked with elements of e
reconnéissance battalion, ten Panthers, and a battalion of the 110th
Panzer Grenadier Regiment, cupporting elrments of the 559th VG Division,
ILrmerican artillery broke up the attack. Hunter withdrew to the Bois
ce Conthil, west of Rodalbe,

23 OVEember

Van Irnam's column of CCB left Chateau Brehain at 1000 and headad
¢3St te Brehain, where it was held up until 1130 for completion of a
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Fridge. Other destroyed bridges and minefields slowed the acdvance,
tut by nightfsll the column was within striking renge of Baronville,
encamped on a ridge north of Achain, Churchill's column left Oron
¢t 1130 on the road north of the Nied Francaise, heading toward
Villers sur Nied. The column was forced off the road by thick mine-
ficlds as they approached the village. Fortunately the ground was
fira enough to carry the armored vehicles, and they advanced beyond
¥dorerille, where the column spent tne night.

Hunter's column of CCR was halted and placed in reserve awaiting
replacements for the tanks lost by the 37th Tank Battalion. Troops
oi the J04th infantry were unable to hold Rodelbe against a German
irnlantry attack despite assistance from clements of Oden's column.

14 November

Churchill's column of CCB, with a battalion of the 137th Infantry,
35th Division, moved east to attack and capture Destry, then turned
south to assist the Van Arnam cclumn in an attack on Baronville.
Coordinating the attack with the 2d and 3d Battalions, 137th Infantry,
CCB took the village and moved irto positions northeast and south of
Baronville, Fighting was rugged, against the 559th VG Division rein-
forced viath fresh replacements from Poland.

Throughout the day CCER coordinated its efforts with the 104th
Infantry of the 256th Division., Part of the Hunter column (now known
as Task Force Hunter) remained near Zerbelingy, while Task Force E
was at Couthil., Oden's cclumn, in two task forces, West and McKone,
struck sut toward Bourgaltroff and Guébling, about four miles north
of Lieuze, Task Force McKone, attempting o move th:rough the Bois
Ge Kerperche, was forced to turn back when the road proved to be
heavily mined. Proceeding outside the forest, Task Force West at 0845
cnesuntered six Panther tanks of @ detachment of ten of the 15th
Panzer Regiment, among the buildings of Xutzeling Farm, The tanks
had long range 75mm guns that kept the Americans out of range as the
Germans fought & r:ar guard action on the road to Guebling. Finally
tne Americans managed tc close in and destroyed three of the Panthers.
Tiwe rest escaped behind a smoke screen. Five more Panthers were
encountered just west of the railroad, where a road emerged from the
forzst. Zgain the Germans were alle ©o remain out of range of the
[i-4 tanks and 105mm howitzers. Their own minefields limite