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S lementa Report on Canadian
articipa airs -

1. A series of reports on the Canadian
participation in Civil Affairs/Military Government is
being prepared by the Historical Officer (Civil
Affalrs) of the Historical Section at Canadian Military
Headquarters from information avallable from Canadian,
British and American sources in London, As work pro-
gressed on those reports it became apparent that there
were certain gaps in the story which could only be
filled after examination of information on file in
Ottawa,

2. This report has been prepared by the
Historical Officer (“ivil Affairs) from such material.

A great number of Army Headquarters files have been
examined. The Historical Officer (Civil Affairs) has
also had access to certain files of the Privy Council
Office, The resultant report - though it does not
attempt to tell a complete or consecutive story = com-
prises information on a variety of aspects of Civil
Affairs/Military Government and on other related subjects
which should be of value to the Official Historilan,

3. This report is divided into the following
sections:

I. Training of Civil Affalrs Officers in
Canada.

II. Training of Civil Affairs Officers in
U.S.A.

III. Training of Civil Affalrs Officers for
the Far East,

IV. Canadian Commitment to Civil Affairs
in Europe.

V. Canadian Contribution to the Allled
Control Commission for Germany.

TRAINING OF CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICERS IN CANADA

4. Although 14 Canadian officers had een des-
patched to the first Civil Affairs Staff Course which had
comnenced at the Civil Affairs Staff Centre, Broadlands
House, Wimbledon on 25 Feb 43 and had subsequently, been
loaned to the War Office by whom they were sent to North
Africa for a short period of training in civil adminis-
tration duties (Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q. Report No. 140, paras
19 and 22), it was not until the end o Y that

Ma j»Gen P.J. Montague, Senior Officer, Canadian Military
Headquarters, forwarded to Army Headquarters a request

RESTRICTED



II :E F;&T TRI&‘ MON THS

PHE ORIGINAL ‘DTFENDED ARE&S.

22, During the two and a half years that were to elapse
between the outbreak of war and the arrival of modern anti-
aireraft equipment, the story of A.A. defences on the At-
lantic Coast centres around the ports of Halifax, Sydney,
and 3aint John, N.B, The limited armament available was
mainly distributed between these three centres, whose stra-
tegic importance and exposed locetion made them both de-
sirable obJeétivuc and vulnerable targets for attack from
Axis aireraft, .

23, At Halifax, a nort which waa to become second only
to Liverpool in the volume of suppliee handled for the United
Nat'ons, there were, in acddition to the large convoy
asrembly area in Bedford Basin, such important vulnerable
points as the extensive oil installations at Imperoyal,

the Naval Dockyard, the berthage for troop transport, the
Joint Service Magazine, and the Airport at Dartmouth,

24, Sydney by virtue of ite commanding position athwart
Cabot Strait guards the southarn entrance to the Gulf of
8t. Lawrence and the Maritime Neorth Shore. Naval installa-
tions and an anchorage where convoys often reaching seventy-
five ships assembled presented attractive bombing targets,
but ranking highest among the vulnerable points were the

" large steel works in which coal from Glace Bay smelted ore

from Bell Island to produge fifty nercent of Canada's steel
outpat.

25. Less exposed to attack by resson of ite geographical
position, but containing tarzets of vital importance, was
Saint Jpohn, N.B. with its ooonn-tarninnll and ite huge dry
dock sble to accommodate major war vessels for repair. There

vere other ar-ae on Canada's East Coast &nd in lcvronndlpll

and Labrador for which it was deemed necessary to provide

|
|
|
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anti-aireraft defences,-=but gigh places had to ewalt such

orotection by Canadian forces and equipment until the summer
of 1942,
26, EARLY A A DEFENCES - HALIFAX,

The initiation of the Precautionary Stage against
Germany on 26 Aug 39 found Halifax with two obsolete 13-pdr
QF 9<CWT AA guns, psrt of a shipment of eight that had come
from Gt .Britein in 1920 (35). Some 800 rounds of ammunition
in poor condition remained in Halifax, ~ all that was left
of the supply sent te Canads after the 1914-1§ war, depleted

by annual expenditures in NPAM practice camps. Fire control

equipment was as out-of-date as the guna, and consisted of two

old-model height finders, and a Broeque predictor which had
been repaired locally and put into servieceable condition.

Immediately upon receipt ¢f the warning telegram, detaile of

the 1 AA Bty (Halifax's NPAM anti-aireraft unit) mounted the
two gﬁna at York Redoubt on hastily constructed wooden plat-
forme weighted with old railrosd steel (36). "
27. On 28 August the 4 AA Bty (Permanent Force) arrived from ‘
Kingston with the only modern anti-aireraft equipment in Canads,-- !
four 3-inch QF 20-ewt guns, and placed them in action on the E
exgt side of Halifax Harbour, two at Imperoyal and ftwo at i
Burnside. The battery brought with it a Vieker's Predictor

Mark VII, and one ring-sight telescope. These were distributed
one to each gpun-site. The Commanding Officer, Col. C.S5.Craig,
left the batts;v to become conmandor at Halifax Fortress. He

was succeeded by Capt. J.N.Lane (Later Brig. amnd GB’A 4 Div).

For a year the 4 AA Bty contlnued to man the 3-inch guns, méving
two of them to Canley St for the protection of Halifax Airgnrt
when new 3.7-1n, guns became available at Burnside. In August
1940 the battery was converted to the 4 Light AA Bty., RCA., The
guns and all stores were handed over to details of the 14 AA Bty.,
newly organized at Halifax, and at the end of the year the

Pernanent Force unit went overseas with the Second Division,

Joiningthe 2 AA Regt. in England (38).



28. Meanwhile, early in 1940 four modern static 3.7" AA

guns, all that the War Office could spare, had arrived in
Canada from Great Britain (see para 11 above), and had been
assigned to the defence of Halifax. Three of the new guns
were manned at Burnside on 5 Jun 40 by details of the 1 AA Bty,
the fourth being olsced at Hartlen Pt, across from Devil Ialanqy
for training nurposes. Like the other NPAM anti-aireraft

units in the Command, the 1 AA Bty had not yet been mobilized

to War Esteblishment, Bpth the Halifax AA unite were sadly

under strength. A letter from the Fortress Commander at the

end of 1940 urging that the establishments of the % and 14 ﬂl
Btys be increaced, pointed out that there were "too few sergeants,
cooks, clerks, drivers (1.e¢.), motor cyclists, spares, tele-
graphists, and no G.P.0O's assistants, equipment reoairer, butcher,
motor mechanic, driver mechanie, technical storeman, storeman,
medical orderly, orderlies, or personnel for water and esanitary
dutles'(39), In order that the batteries might be prepared for
instant aoction it was necessary, with the existing strengths,

for practically all personnel to sleep fully clothed with their
~boots on. Mediecal authorities had ralsed objections to this
practice, =~ objections that could only be met by amending the
orders regarding preparedness for instant action at all times,
unlese the incrrased establishment asked for was provided. iu~
29. On 9 Jun %1 the 14 AA Bty was moved to Arvida, where the

AA defrnce of the aluminum plant had been given high priority.

The battery took ite four 3-ineh 20 owt guns with it, and Halifax
wae inadequately left with only the four QF 3.7 -~inch guns and

the two 0ld 13-pirs., all manned by the 1 AA Bty (40). But the
picture was not guite as black as might first appear, In the
harbour and berthed at the Ogean Terminals were many warships

of the Royel Navy, undergoing refitting or various forms of repair.
Through %= arrangements made by the Joint Service Committee, with

Admirsl E.L.Holland, R,N., the 4.5 gune of H.M.S. FORTH and the “J
armament of other naval units were placed under tactical control of i

the Fortrese Commander (41). Talephone communication was estab- |
lished from the GOR, Halifax Fortress to the various borthl!h.ro__J



H.M. shipe lay, and all AA guns on board were kept manned for

any emergency. In tile way the potential fire power at the
call of the Fortress Commander wgs substantially increased,
although it wae rezlized that the varied armament and varying

positions of the shipe made 1t imoossible to allot definite
sectors of defense to them, In the event of an attack shina
would be instructed to fire on enemy aireraft with any gun that
could be brought to bear, regardless of the iocation of the
target. Unsatlisfactory as this arrangement was from the view-
point of fire control (nor was there a guarantee that any of

i H.M. ships might be in the harbour at the.time of an attack),
it was an emergeney measure that these resnonsible for the

defence of Halifax were glad to accept, until such times as

Canadian production should furnish the guns for an adequate
number of AA batteries on land.
EARLY AA DEFENCES - SYDNEY

30. The outbreak of war found Sydney without anti-ailreraft

nrotection of anv kind., VWork on emnlacements was immediately
bagﬁn, and two days after Cansda's declaration of war on Germany

two 4-inech OF high angle naval guns arrived from Halifsx.
Mounting-wa! comnleted a week later, the gune being placed in

position at Westmount, macross the Sydney River from the steel

plants (42). To provide some form of fire control eguioment

for the guns, the only ring-eight telescope was withdrawn from

the 4 AA Bty, and with new drums oon;truatod at Halifax Fortress
to make 1t suitable for 4% guns, the instrmment was sent to
;Sydney. With accommodetion for oporetlonal troope in Sydney

it a premium, sufficient personnel to man iha two AA gune were
" brought from the 6 AA Bty (NPAM) at Yarmouth, the remainder of
the battery being left in rented quarters at thelr home station (43).

In preparation for their manning duties one gun seection of the

6 AA Bty spent two months on Lawlor's Isluna. Halifax, where they

trained on one of the QF 13-pdr guns, j,zneq PY the 1 AA Bty

at York. The section moved to Sydney on 4 Dec 39 (44). No

further change in Sydney. AA defences was to take place until



other units and normal wastage had reduced the strength

of the & AA Bty to eighty-nine all ranke (51). It was

time to propnfo for the manning of the long expected new

AA equipment when it should arrive. On 1 Oct 41, the A:G
suthorized the conversion of "Details of & AA Bty RCA' to

the & AA Bty RCA (Type H), to be formed on an establishment
of 6 of ficers and 152 other ranks. At the same time

eimilar action was taken éith the 1 AA Bty at Halifax and

the 6 AA Bty at Sydney (52)., Nine more months were to elapse
before 3.7inch equipments or %0 mm Bofors became available
for use in ¥.D, No.7.

34, EARLY A A DEFENCES - ARVIDA

Cne other area in Eastern Canada shared the meagre
AA defences of those early equipment-lascking days, Powered
by the huge hydro-electric installations at !hlpahlw. whose
generating 6hpnoity ran to more thsn two million heri.pewer.
the Aluminum Company of Canada's plant at Arvida, Quebes,

processing South American bauxite into the aluminum essential

to war production, was ragarﬁod ag an important enemy objéetivo,

and, because of its relatively forward position near the
East Coaet, a potential target for alr raide. HMeasures
ageinst sabotage had been taken in June, 1940, when detach-
ments from le Regiment de Chaudidre (later relieved by a
company of Veterans Home Guard) were stationed in the area
to guard the aluminum plant at Arvida, and the dams and
power-houses at Chute a Caron and Ide Maligne, respectively,
five and trirty-five miles up the Saguenay Hiver (53).

35. To provide anti-airecraft defence for these vulnerable
points the four QF 3-inch AA guns which the I AA Bty had
taken to Halifax on the outbreak of War, were assigned to

Arvida. Arriving with the guns on 11 Jun 41 (see para ?9aboe),
the 14 AA Bty, who had been manning them at Halifex for nearly
a year, put them into action without loss of time. One section

of two guns went to protect the half-million horsepower

4
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the arrival of new equipment in June, /g4z,
3. EARLY A A DEFENCES - SAINT JOHN, N.B,

Although the AA dorenoe-rsquirsnlnt' recommended
by the Chiefs of Staff Committee early in 1939 included
the provision of heavy guns‘at the Strait of Caneo and
at Saint John, N,B, (see para, 7 above), no AA armament
wae available at #ither place in September, nor, in fact
at any later date weres AA guns placed in the Canso Area.
When the Precautionary Stage came, Gaint John's K NPAM
anti-aireraft unit, the & AA Bty, RCA, recently reorganized
from the 106 Fa Bty RCA (45), had Just commenced annual
summer training at Halifax. After a busy week during which
the battery helped man the forts in the Halifax area (Fort
Hugonine and Fort Ogilvie), it returned to Saint John on
1 Sep and commenced recruiting., By the end of the nonth
256 had enlisted,

32. At first three Lewis light mac"ine guns fitied

with AA sights, mounted on elevators in Saint John Harbour,
provided bhe ‘only AA defences for the Dry boek and Ocean
Terminals (46)., A request mcde in September for the
provis‘on of 13-pdr guns for training purposes for the 8 AA
Bty brought the General Staff reply that all AA guns in
Military District No.6 were needed for the AA defence of
Halifax and Sydney (47). In April 194%0 the battery began
artillery training on an eighteen pounder guneobut it was
not until September 1940 thet two of the o0ld 13 pdre were
received Prom Halifax and pkeed in actlion by the & AA Bty
in their newly constructed positions at Fort Howe (‘9@; For
fire control equipment Halifax Fortress sent to Sgint John
its Hawtree Height Finder,--for all practical purposes a

museum plece.

33, In May 1941 Saint John's anti-aircraft defences were
strengthened by the addition of four new .50 inch Colt
Machine Guns on AA mountings (50). By this time drafts to




installation at Isle Maligne; the remaining guns, supple-

mented by four .5 Colt Browning's of the No. 1 AA MG Troop,
tookup nositions west of the Aluminum plant in Arvida (54).
For the noxt:hine months the 14 AA Bty remained at Arvida
manning the 3-inch guns, but findin; time also to do some
training in preparttion'for handling 3.7'-.. To this end
personnel of the battery exchanged duties, a section at a
time, with detachments of the 1 AA Bty at Halifax, There
they earried out practice firing during September with the
static 3.7-inch gun at Hartlen's Point (55).

36. In December, four days after Pasrl Harbour, the

1 AA MG Troecp hurriedly left Arvida for the Pacifie Coast,
taking their Colts with them (56). Soon after the turn of
the yvear the 14 AA Bty received word of a new role thst wae
to take them to Newfoundland, and at the end of 3:huary the
four 3-inch guns and all stores and equipment were taken
over by the 17 /A Bty, a French-speaking unit, newly formed
in M.D. No.5 (57). But for the 1 AA Bty the relief from an
overational role wae only temporary. They &id not immediately
leave Arvida, and before their departure gt the beginning of
April, this versatile unit had received and put into action
the first eight 4Omm Bofors guns asssigned to the AA defences
of the Arvida area (58).

5T Such, in brief, is the plcture of Canada's thinly
spread anti-eircraft defences on her East qull from Sept-
ember 1939 to the early summer of 1942, a period that included
the dark aﬁd threaten'ng days that roliowod the collapse of
France and saw the rising tempo of the Battle of the Atlantic.
For the soldiers manning the guns it was a time of ebétinnou;
watching and waiting for the attack that might develop at any
moment. For the higher authorities there was the queetion of
making such dlsposition of themeagre equipment as the changing
situation demended, and of planning for the most crxoitivt

employment of the new armament as soon as 1t ghould be r.ltattg



from the faetories. Such planning must include the allocation
of the guns according to a balanced scale of defences, the for-
mation of batteries to man the new equipment, and arrangements
for training the personnel of these batteries.

III  MAN THE - ' ;i it #i - 4T
38, INCREASED SCALE OF AADEFENCES

By the spring of 1942 many revisions had been made
in the scale of AA defence requirements for the East Coast of
Canada. The list of four centres for whiech anti-aireraft oro- ;
teotion.val ?lannod in March 1939 (see para 7 above) had been
extended to include thirteen such areas. Experience overseas
had taught the need for providing large vulnerable areas (such
as existed at Halifax and Sydney) with sn adequate gun density.
As a result, the total scale of AA armament had risen from
28 heavy and 10 light guns in 1939 to 112 heavy and 82 light
in January 1942, The provision of AA defences in Newfoundland !
and Labrador accounted for approximately 30 per cent of these

requirements.

39. The oomplete scale now showed the following allotments
for heavy (3.7") end 1ight (%0 mm Bofors) AA guns (59):

3.I° 40 mm
Halifax 28 16
Sydney 20 8
Saint John NB 8 4
Shelburne 4 L
Gaepe IS S
Arvida 12(1nel.%,3%) 16
3t .John's-Torbay 16(1inel .4 US. &

' manned 3")

Bell Igland - 2
Botwood 4 b
Lewisporte 4 'S
Ggnder 8 g
Goose Bay "

ho, In arriving at these dispositions, the proposals of the
Chiefs of Staff Committee were carefully reviewed by the Joint
Service Committee, Atlantic Coast, who in some cases were able,
in the light of a more intimate knowledge of local conddtiormg to
suggest certain adjustmente in the projected scale (60). The



relatively large provision of guns to Halifax and Sydney

wae warrasnted by the extent of the vulnerpble areas at each
of these porte (gee paras 2% and 24 gbove). Such widespread
targets presented a conaidorable.problem in obtainineg adequate |
coverage of the complete area of "run-un" to the "L.B.R." (line

of bomb release). By contrast, the needs of Saint John NB, with
only one vital VP, the dry doék, could be met by & very much

H smaller allotment of gune than that given the two larger poms.

41, The establishment of naval bases at Gaspe and Shelburne

as a result of increased enemy submarine activity in the Neorth

Fed,

Atlantic led to the need for AA defenc=s at these two ports(6l).

The scale of guns allotted to the Arvida area dlowed for pro-
tection at the main aluminum olant and the high-power generators
at Chute-a-Caron and Isle Maligne. In Newfoundland the |
St.John's-Torbay area, made up of the adjacent VP's of the Torbay
airport and the dry doék, ship's anchorage, and dockage area

of St.John's Harbour, was considered to present about the same

coverasge nroblem as Sydney. Two Bofors guns were alloted to Bell

Island for the defence of the ore-loading facilities against low-
flving attack., Botwood and Lewieporte were the sites of large
oil-storage installations, the former port having inraddition

ocean terminals and a sea-plane bpse to be given protection.
Proviesion of guns for the defence of the important aerodromes

st Gander Lake and Northwest River (at Goose Bay, Labrador)
completed the ultimate scale of allotments to meet the anti-
alreraft requirements of the Atlantic Command. The scale of
provision of 3.7 inch guns remained unchanged for more than a

year, after which certain ?oduotlonl and adjustments took place |
(see para 78 below). The rapid production of 40 mm Bofors during
1942 made it possible to meet requests, on an increasingly
extensive scale, for further protection against low flying

attacks, aﬁd by March 1943 the number of these light guns allotted }
to the Command had more than doubled (see para 79 below).



AUTHORIZATION OF A A UNITS

ho, As early as October 1940 the GOC in O, (Ma) Gen.

W.H.P, ELKINS) recommended to NDHQ that the training of personnel
to man additional coast defence and anti-aireraft armament forecast
for delivery should be commenced without delay. He suggested that
existing A A and C D batteries in MD's 6 and 7 should recruit

to 25% and 15% respectively beyond their present establishment.

Such recruits could commence training immediately, as sufficient
acoomnodation was available at the batteries named. (Those were the
1, 1%, 7, 6, 8 A A Btys and the 6 AA S/L Tp; the 1, 3 and 16 Coast
Bde, and 86 Heavy Bty, RCA). On completion of the training of
these personnel, new batteries could be formed by selection, and
would be ready for an operational role without delay. The additions
of the personnel suggested would permit the formation of a four-gum
Coast Defence Battery, one Anti-Alircraft Battery, and the detachment

for a one-gun examination battery.

43, But in 1940 the prov'sion of new AA guns seemed a long

way off. A reply from the DMO & I, Col. (later Lt-Geh) J.C. Murchie,
while approvings the proposal to train more Coast Defence Artillery
recruits) pointed out that additional unti;nlrornrt oqﬁlplent could
not be made available from any source for some considerable time,
and that i1t would not therefore be necessary to raise and ?rtln
additional personnel for new AA unite until further ordiers,(63).

K

Ly, No further action to provide or train AA personnel was
taken until late in the following year, when forecasts from the
factories pointed to a release of some equipment in the near future.
On 1 Oct 41 NDHQ authorized the formation of five.batteries to man
heavy anti-aircraft guns in Atlantic Command., In each case it was a
matter of expanding to full war establishment details of NPAM units
who had been on manning duties since being called out in August and
Septenber, 1939. The units named and the statione to which they
ellocated were the 1 AA Bty (H), Halifax; 6 AA Bty (H), Sydney;

& AA Bty (H), Saint JOHN; 7 AA Bty (M) Gander Airport; 14 AA Bty (M),
St.JOHN'g (64). On 15 Oct formation of a new French-speaking unit,
gﬁo 17 AA Bty (M) was authorized for Arvida (65). Batteries assigned
to 3-inch guns were designated "Type M" (6 offrs, 140 ORs)(66); those



for whom 3.7-inch or 4-ineh gune were already

avallsble or ultimstely expected were established
as "Type H" (6 offrs, 152 ORs)(67).

L5, By mid-December it becsme apparent that de-
livery of Bofors guns from the factory was to commence
earlier than had been expeoted, The first five guns
for the Atlantic Coast were due before the end of 1941,
with others to feollow at the rate of six or seven a
month in January, February and March., While the un-
forseen condition on the West Coast produced by Japan's
entry into the War was to cause some diversion of early
AA armament to the Pacific Command, 1t was hoped that
priorities for Atlantic Command would not be seriously
delayed., To man the first twenty-four of these Bofors,
the formation of three ncw“?ype L"battorlas was
avoroved on 18 December, the 4 AA Bty for Halifax, the
5 AA Bty for Gpnder Airport, and the 12 AA Tp for
Arvida (68),

he, Formation of s!x more Type H batteries, and
seven more Type L trooons was authorized for Atlantie
Command in February, 1982(70), and now the naming of
units to man sall guns likely to be available in 1942
was practically completed. fha following tables
indicate the ultimate scale of guns as planned st
the end of February 1942, the battery assigned and
the number of guns it would man, and, in the case of

the heavy batteries, the guns then available.

e e TH



47. 3.7 INCH GUNS

" LOCATION ULTIMATE SCALB BATTERY ml NO OF (IJ:'D'
—__ _ __OF 3.7% GUNS |A3SSIGNED l!o BEMANNED AVATLABLE
HALTFAX 26 gunse 1 AA Bty (2H) & guns  N-3.7%213.
18 Aa Bty 2H) &guns @ -
19 AA Bty (2H) & guns -
SYDNEY 20 guns 6 AA Bty (H) 4k guns o-hn
SAINT JOHN 8 guns 8 AA Bty (2H) & guns 2-13 pdr.
SHELBURNE 4 zuns 20 AA Bty (H) 4 runs -
GASPE 4 ‘zuns - - - -
ST .JOHN'S-TORBAY 16 guns 14 AA Bty (H) 4 guns  L-3* "g“g‘
by U.
BOTWOOD 4 gune - : - - "
LEWISPORTE 4 guns - - - -
GANDER ATRPORT 8 suns: 7 AA'Bty (2H) & guns 4-3% 1,8,
(16 AA Bty (2H) & gunem
GOOSE BAY 4 guns 154A Bty (H) @ b guns | .-
|

ARVIDA 12 guns 17AA Bty | (M) | 4 guns | B34

% An early scale (29 Oct 41) allotted 16 Heavy gunl to Gender,(71)
and the emnloyment of two batteries, the 7th and tha th mﬁ con-
templated. When the requirements were reduced to el %‘
.%GMMBBty(wm)s digbanded (72), and ite personnel .bmu “hc

ty (73

hg, 4o M¥ BOFORS GUNS

LOGATION ig?rmfgigsx.z’ EQEE‘Q:@ l npn]

HALIFAX 516 guﬁQ ‘u AA Btfltsnl’

SYDNEY 8 guns 24 AA Btyu(EL)

SATNT JOHN 4 gune '25AA Bty (L)

SHELBURNE 4 guns 26AA Bty (L)

GASPE 4 puns - - -
BELL TSLAND 2 guns - - | -
ST.JOHN'S-TORBAY | & guns 27aA Bty (2L) & gune
BOTWOOD N guss 28AA Bty (L) % guns
LEWISPORTE 4 gune @M Bty (L) | b guns
GANDER {Sguu 5 AA Bty (2L) & punse
ARVIDA 16 guns Lw Bty (L) | 16 guns

GOOSE BAY 4 guns 30AA Bty (2L) & guns

-e_ .



LATER AUTHORIZATIONS
k9, By the end of February 1942, the formation of
tﬂn&tybont anti-aireraft batteries or troops had been autho-
rized for employment in Atlantic Command. The task of pro-

viding a sufficient number of trained pereonnel to fill these
unite was to tax the ingenuity of the sdministrative and training
staffs at N.D.H.Q, and Atlantic Command Headquarters for months
to come., But by Anril Bofors guns were coming off the assembly
lines far more ranidly than had been anticivated, and there
wvere indications that when oroduction of the 3.7-inech equipments
bezan, a similar condition might ocour (7%). It was not too
seon to complete the list of AA units required in the Command,
Several months must elapse before newly-authorized batteries
would be ready to go into operation with their guns. The CGS
made this plaln in February, when seeking minigterial approval
of the formation of new anti-aireraft units:

"Approximately one month's time is required to produce

the necessary cadre personnel, plus an additional six

weeks for the training of cadres. Following completion

of cadre training, a period of from five to 8ix weeks is

required for the concentration, organization, and pre-

liminary unit training. There ia, therefore, a pveriod

of from four te five months' time from the date of autho-

rization until the unit is ready to move to its

operational location where further unit training can

oroceed® . (75).
50, Accordingly Aoril, May and June saw preliminary
steps being taken to form emough additional anti-aireraft unite
to complete the manning of all gune on the ultimate scale as then
envisaged (76). For the 3.7-inch gune eight new batteries were
authorized, of Type H (4 guns) and Tyoe 2H (& gune). (In no
instance did a battery of heavy guns exceed eight 3.7's, the
operational control and administration oéf?our-gun troops being
considered the maximum allotment to a battery HQ consistent with
_efriclonoy.) Provision of additional personnel for the 4H0mm
guns wss in general arranged for by the expansion of existing
unite to Type 2L (8 guns), Type 3L (12 guns) or Type 4L(16 .guns),
and by forming five new troops or batteries for stations not

already provided with a Bofors unit. The allocation of these

additional units 1s shown in the follewing tables.



ADDITIONAL UNITS - 3.7 INCH GUNS
51.
LOCATION BATTERY TYPE NO OF GUNS TO
nsarunw’ - n:ﬁn u:lm
SYDNEY 50 AA Bty 2H) - & guns
51 AA Bty 2H) 8 guns
GASPE 53 AA Bty (H) 4 guns
ST,JOHN'S -TORBAY 54 AA Bty (2H) & guns
BOTWOOD - 56 AA Bty (H) 4 guns
LEWISPORTE 57 AA Bty (H) 4 guns
ARVIDA 41 AA Bty _ (2H) & guns
52, - ADDITIONAL UNITS -4%0 MM BOFORS GUNS
LOCATION BATTERY TYPE NO OF GUNS TO
ASSIGNED _BE MANNED
YARMOUTH 45 AA Tp (L) 4 guns
MONCTON 46 AA Tp | (L) I guns
GASPE 52 AA Tp (L) 4 guns
BELL ISLAND 55 AA Seec 2 guns
ST.JOHN'S-TORBAY 48 AA Bty™ (2L) 8 guns -

* The scale of Bofors for the St.John'e-Torbay area having
been ineressed to 16 gune, the 48 AA Bty waes formed for St,John's
in order that the troops at the two places might be administered
by separate batteries. The 27 AA Bty (2L) remained at Torbay (77).
53. INCREASE IN SCALE OF 40 MM GUNS

The unexpectedly ranid increase in delivery of Bofore
equipments had made it ponlibli for the Chiefs of Staff Committee
to raise the scale of allotment of light anti-airoraft guns to
the Comma, and 1t was to meet this revision that the expansions
referred to above (para 50) were made necessary. The changes

gave an additional eight guns to Sydney, four to Saint John, eight

to St.John'e-Torbay, and provided for four gune at Yarmouth and'
at Moneton. The Joint Service Committee decided in view of the
increased allotment to Sydney to protect the Naval instazllation
at Point Edward and the R.C.A.F. Seaplane Base at North Sydney
with two guns each, and to strengthen the protection at the Steel
Worke to eight guns (78). At Saint John the additional four guns

provided were aseigned to defend the Ocean Terminals across the



hapbour from the Drydoeck. In Newfoundland the amended scale

owed for separate defences at the Torbay Aerodrome and at
the Dry Dock and Ocean Terminals in St.John's (see footnote to
para 52 above). And finally the new dispositions provided for
four-gun troops to guard the airports at Moncton and Yarmouth

against low-flying attack.

54, Although it 41d net result in the planning of any
pdditional AA Units, one other employment of newly manufactured
Bofore guns may be noted here. In March 1942 the General Staff
decided to allot light anti-aircraft guns to selected counter-
bombardment and other 1solated coast defence batteries for pro-
tection of the coast artillery guns against low-flying attack.
These Bofors, distributed on a scale of two for each coastal
battery, were not made available for issue until all othef commit-
ments had been met with respeet to the supply o: guns to authe-
rized AA units. Provision was made for theilr manning by the
addition of a 1light anti-aireraft section to the establishment of
the coast battery concerned (79). Batteries in Atlantie Command
to which Bofors were allotted were Devil's and Chibucto at Halifax,
Lingan at Sydney, Mispec at Saint John, McNutt at Shelbourne,

and Cape Spear at St.John's, Newfoundland (20).

TRAINING THE PERSONNEL
55. From October 1941 to June 19%2 the number of light
and heavy anti-aireraft batteries authorized for Eastern Canada
and Newfoundland rose from five to thirty-seven (81). Progressive
organization of the new units and the provision of trained
personnel followed & regular plan, which was limited in the
speed of its fulfillment only by the @ifficulty experienced in
obtaining & sufficiently large flow of recruits to mecet the man-
power requirements, For each new unit a cadre was seleated to
undergo a neriod of six weeks' trainlng at the A.23 Coast Defence
and Anti-Alireraft Artillery Training Centre in Halifax, On the
completion of its treining at A-2% the cadre would move to the

Unif
Anti-Aireraft Staging Camp at Debert, which was organized in
A



March 1942 (82) to accommodate three Type H batteries
and four Type L troops, or a total irl.a-o 800 all ranks,

Here concentration of the new unit would take place, the
battery being brought up to strength by the posting of
recruits from basic or artillery training zentres who
had received a month's further special training at tﬁ;

C & AAATC, Then, if its new armament were available,

or in eight, the newly formed unit moved to its opers-

tional site, .

56, The training cadre for a 3.7" battery of four
pune gonsisted of 4 officers and 15 other ranks; and for a
“Omm four-gun troop, 2 officers and 4 ORe (83). In general
the officers and men for these cadres were drawn from exis-
ting anti-gireraft units that hsd been pursuing a combined
operational and training role during 1940 and 1941, A large
number of the batteries formed in Atlantic Command during
the epring wrid early summer of 1942 were in each csse

built around a nucleues withdrawn from the 1, 6, 7 and 8

A4 Btyes, who had received their early tralning on the old .
QF 13-pdr 9-cwt at Lawlor's Island.

CADRE TRATINING
57. Cadre training started on 19 Jan 42 for the Bofors
batteries formed for Halifax, Gander Lake and Arvida (the
h—th."jth and the 12th reepectively)(84), Delay in the ex-
peected release of 3.7" equipmente caused deferment for the
time being of cadre training for the heavy batteries. Because
the first eight Bofﬁrs guns manufasctured in Canada were 4i%- -
verted to the Pacific Coast, to meet tie emergency that existed
there (#5), it was not until late in February that Halifax
received ite initial ilesue of two 4O0mm guns (86). The course
being conducted at the Citaddél for the first three cadres
was therefore extended to 12 March, in order that some

training might be carried out on actual equipment. Upn to

the arrivsl of the guns, pletures brought from England



and dummy wooden models served the instructors in the

Light Anti-Aireraft Wing (87). In Mid-March, their

eadre training completed, the un'ts commenced concentration
of personnel. The 12 AA Bty went to Staging Camp at Debert,
to receive in the next ten weeks a full establishment of
Officers and men before moving to its operational station

at Arvids (88). The 4 AA Bty remained in Halifax, whera

the unit wapidly grew to full strength, placing in setion

as they came from the factory the Bofors assigned to the
defence of thnt'oity. By the end of September the battery,
expsnded’to a Type 4L unit, was manning its full queta of
sixteen guns (89). The cadre of the 5 AA Bty was despatched
without delay to Newfoundland where, absorbing the personnel
of the disbznded 16 AA (MG) Tp (90), the unit by the end of
Aoril was manning the first six 4Omm puns released for
Gander Airport (91).

58, Meanwhile at A-23 instruction proceeded without
delay. When the second six-weeks' course finished on 30

April, cadres had been trained for the thirteen heavy and

T4 =14ght batteries whose formation was authorized in February .

(see para 46 above)(92). Seven of these immediately pro-
ceeded to Debert for concentration of their respective
batteries. It was lmperative that fhe guns awaiting these
unite should be put into action with the least nossible
delay. To meet the strength requirements of these batteries,
and of e1x units in a similar process of formastion in
Pacific Command, the Artillery Training Centres across
Canada were combed for trained artillery personnel. As a
result nearly 1000 Active and "R" personnel went to Debert
from Petawawa and Halifax (A.23), while at the same time
nearly 500 from these centres and from Shilo and Brandon
were assigned to AA units being formed at the West Coast
(93). By the middle of June, the new units now at full

strength, had moved out from Debert to their operational
stations (94%), Personnel of the remaining cadres, on a



lower priority because the gune for their batteries were

not yet scheduled for delivery, were temporarily attached
to existing AA batteries for further training. In the
majority of cases several months were to elapse before

formation of these batteries reached comnletion (95).

THE SHORTAGE OF PIRSO#N!L
59. The training of cadree conti‘nued at A-23 throughout
the summer of 1942 (96), and by the end of August the cadres
for the last of the batteries then authorized (the 55,56
and 57 AA Btys), had completed their six-weeks' course.
But progress in bringing the new units to strength had
lagged far behind, Tt was no longer a matter of trained
cadres waiting for their gune to become available before
battery concentration could begin., The flow of AA armament
from the factories was steadily increasing., By the autulﬁ
of 1942 40mm and 3.7" guns were being received faster
than personnel were availabl2 to man them (97). The ob-
stacle to progress now was the lack of trained recrulte.
As early ae July a report from Atlantic Command (9&) atat;d
that! .
"Phe greatest -roblem in the implementation of

the AA programme ie the shortage of personnel which

are to be provided by NDHQ, Requirements of trained

personnel for the 15 Aug are approximately 1,800,

Only 400 hdive arrived at A 23 Training Centre, 25%

of which are French-speaking and eannot cover off part

of the above requirements,"
A further report at the end of September showed immediate
shortages in the Commsnd of 68 officers and 1539 other ranke
1f all suthorized AA units were to be filled to War Es-

tablishment: (99).

60. Two main contributing csuses brought about the
acute manpower shortage that was now presenting so pressing

a problem, One was the sudden demand for personnel to £111



in less than a year some sixty static anti-alrcraft

batteries on both coasts (100), requirements estimated

in May 1942 at more than 6000 (101), The other factor, .
brought about largely by Cansda's West Coast defence needs
in the light of the War with Japan, was the drain upon the
training centres of recruits to bring to strength the
units mobilized to complete the 6 Div, to man the 7 Div
and to form three Bde Gps of the & Div (102)., These calls
upon Canada's manpower resources were in addition to the
reguler requirments for overseas reinforcements, It was
inevitable that basic and advanced training centres ;hnnld
faill to meet all these demands. In the emergency many
nevly-formed infantry units themselves became temporary
training centres as they accepted drafts of NRMA raw
recrults direct from depots. The anti-aireraft batteries
were given a higher priority on the output of the CA(B)TCs,
and, on the Atlantic Cosast, st least, personnel entering

A 23 had already completed at least .a month of basilc téulnlng.

61. Accommodation at A23 was increased to handle the
specialized training of all the recruite that the Basic
Training Centres acro=zs the Country could supply. In May
the Heavy AA Wing moved from Wright's Brook, (Navy Island
Cove) on Bedford Basin, to a canvas camp at Aldershot. The
move made it pessible to increase the number in training
from 100 to 500, Durings the summer the Wing was turning

out an average of 400 trained H A A gunners a month, and

by the end of the year the number trained had reached 2600,
On the move of fhe Heavy Wing to rejoin the rest of A.2% at
its permanent location at Eastern Ppasngo in November, acco-
mmodation for personnel in training drepped to 300, but by
the end of the year 2600 had received a month's special-to-
arm training, and in the early months of 1943 vt wiber



this number was increased by a further 1700 (102). From

the Light A A Wing a similaer output was maintained. In
search of more sccommodation the wing moved in May from
the Citadel to Conley Street (Hglifax Airport), where three
treining batteries functioned throughout the summer of 1942,

62. The rece to man the gune went on for a year and a
half. By the end of October 1942 there were 46 3.7" guns

in action in the Goimand, and double that number of Bofors.
But equipment of both types was lying in Ordnance or standing
on site awaiting personnel to put them into operation (104),
In Janusry the picture hed improved somewhat, with 71 heavy
and 96 light equipments in sect’on (105), but it was not

until the late cummer of 1943 that supply from the training
centre caught up with preduction frem the facteory. By mid-
Sthambcr. after certain modifications in scales of AA defences
hsd helped to ease the difficult man-pover situation, all

A A gunes on the ultimate scale in Atlantic Command were being
manned in setion by trained personnel, - 108 3.7 ineh, and

134 Bofors (106).

63. FORMATION OF A A RRGTS

The need for groupinz the newly formed units for ad-
ministrative and operatbnal control early became apparent. A
068 submiesion to the Minister in Mar 1942, seeking authority
to form eight Headquarters of an AA Regiment nadi the following

case:

. The Headquarters of both the ATLANTIC and PACIFIC
Command= are finding it increasingly difficult, as
additional units are asuthorized, to deal directly with
the vast amount of detail involved in the initial
development of then AA Defences and the formation with
subsequent gdministrative and operational control of
the numerous AA units. As & result, the G0'sC-in-C,
ATLANTIC gnd PACIFIC Commands, have recom-ended, that
the AA Defences of their respective Command be gro
where feasible, into regimental areas, and that decen-
tralized conirol be made possible by the provision of
2 Ho.e gargorc of an AA Regiment for each regimental
area. ).




64, Of the eight AA Regimente whose formation in

Cansda was spproved in June 1942 gix were authorized for
Atlantic Command (108). Organization of regimental head-
quarters was completed by the end of August (109). HQ 21
AA Regt administered the alr defences of the Haglifax area.
HQ 22 AA Rigt was responsible for the AA batteries at
Saint John N.B, and outlying AA Units at Moncton and Ggspe.
HQ 2% AA Regt was ;ltlblilhlﬂ at Sydney, and HQ 24 AA Regt
at Arvida. In Newfoundland, HQ 25 AA Regt st St.John'e
administered AAbatteries in the St.John's-Torbay area

and at Bell Islaud while tie 26 AA Regt was formed for
Gander, Botwood and Lewisporte (110).

65. " This grouping left certain batteries outside the
AA Regimente because of their comparstively isolated lo-
cations, Uqlts at Yarmouth, Shelburne and Goose Bay
remained as independent batteries, under operational control
of the local defence commander(11l)., A suggestion put for-
ward by the 30C-in-C Atlantie Command to consider batterirs
&t these points as detalls thrown off from the AA Regiments
at Halifax (for Yarmouth snd Shelburne) and Saint John
(for Gonse Bay) indicated the adventages that would be
thus obtained in standardization of training, techniecal
advice,snd regimental con'rol of officers (112). Distances ~
concerned hovcfar, were regardied as being too great for
effective organizagtion along such lines, and the batteries
renained non-regimented.

R;LATION OF AA REGTS TO OTHER FORMATIONS
66. The introduction of AA Regimental grouping within
the Command mede 1t necessary to define the AA Chain of
Command with referenee to control and administration °
within the Fortresses and Defended Ports and Aress. A
directive addressed to the HT of the various Defences in

the Command specified that -

(1) The Fortress or Defended Port or Area Commsnder
18 responsible for general defensive messures in his area



ineluding AA,

(11) Actual operational control (fire) is from the
G.0.R.,, whieh 1s a unit under command of the H.Q. A.A., Regt.
(111) Admin‘stration, when the Regt or non-Regimental Bty

is localised in one area, is along normel lines as in the
case of a Coast Regt. If on the other hand a portion of
the Regt is localized in a separate Defended Fort or Area,
there must be a division of contrel and administration
between the AA Regt and the Defended Port or Area concerned.
In this regard malntenance, equipment, disecipnline, pay,
leave snd furlough (except officers) must function under
the Bty or Tp Comd as an entity in the normal chain of the
Defended Port or Area, Purely regimental quegtions of
promotion, establishment, technical matters, ete. will
come under regimental control. As regards training the
Regtl. Cvd 1s really the technical advisor to the ?ortrosc,
ete and similarly the Comd of detached portione of the Regt
becomes a teechnical advisor to the respeetive Defended Port
or Area Comman der (113). In general the division of control
between the Regimental Commander and the Commander of the
Fortress or Defended Area followed these lines. The
many responsibilities of the Commanding Officer of a Defended
Port or Area were generally numerous and enerous enough for
him to be quite willing to let the AA specialist run his
own show (114).

A A GUN OPERATION ROOMS
67. A natural accompaniment to the grouping of
anti-gireraft batteries into regiments was the establishment
of an AA Gun Operation Reom to function with each regimental
HQ. No. 1 AA COR, the first to be formed in Cansda, was
authorized for the 21 AA Regt in July 1942 (115). Previous

to formation ‘of the regiment, a2 CGOR had been orgenized at



R A Park, which was the Battle H Q of Halifax's AA

Defences. Switchboards were installed with eircuits te

2ll AA positions, teo R.C.A.F. Headgquarters, and to the Naval
Docks., Circuits at the docks were terminated so that ships-
of-war lying alongside the plers sould tie in with the AA
defences of the city (see pafa 29 above). As information
regarding the organization of GOR's became available from
Great Bpitain, the system was organized along recognized
Brit{sh lines, For more than ayear, before a Canadian
establishment was creded for a GOR, opersting personnel were
detgiled from the AA batteries in the Halifax area (116).

68, From No.1l A A Gun Operatione Room ;bnt treined
personnel to assist in manning eimilar units as they were
formed in the Command. Noe, 3, 4 and 5 AA GOR's for

Arvida (24 AA Regt), Gander (26 AA Regt) and St.John's-
Torbay (25 AA Regt) respectively were authorized in Auguet
‘1942 (117). The establishment provided in each case (5 offrs
and 36 ORs) was based on the Bpitish WE for a Class "B" GOR
controlling a maximum of seven gun sites. Since, with the
exception of the 21 AA Regt at Halifax, none of the AA
Regiments to whom these GOR's were allotted boasted that
number of sites, mobilization within the limits of the es-
tablishment wae kept to the minimum number of personnel for
actusl operational reguirements (118). GOR's for the 23 AA
Regt at Sydney (No.7 AA'GOR) and for the 22 AA regt at

Saint John (No.& AA 3OR) were authorized in February 1943 (119),
At Goose Bay, where no regimental organization existed, No,10
AA GOR was formed in July (120) replacing a temporsry contrnl
room that had been nut into onerstion when the first heavy
battery went inté sct'on there in August 1942 (121),

69. Functioning in clese liaison with RCAF Operational
Headquarters in each loecality, the GOR was the nerve cafitre
of a1l snti-aireraft defences in the area. Into the GOR came

? L‘

%



Yearly warning" plets from RCAF Group and Seotor Head-

quarters, supplemented by all information regarding the
movement of enemy planes in the vieinity forwarded from the
RCN, from Fortrese Intelligence, from the Coast Artillery
Fire Commander, and from neighbouring GORs f122). As the
hostile craft came closer the Heavy AA sites in the area
warned from the GOR, would begin sending in ZPI and APF
plots (see para 133below). All 1nror'ntlom as 1t wae re-
ceived would be dl-playod on large ohaf%t lld loeation maps
in the GOR. Tho Gun Duty Officer was then ibcponllble for
the selection and passing of pertinent 1ntornat§él to the
appropriate AA gun sites, and te the otﬁ.f services (123).
In tl» ecase of sn sattack it was from the GOR that the

AA Defence Commander (uaualli the 0,C. AA Regt), or his

reprecentative, would-fight his batteries.

A A SEARGHLIGHT BATTERIES
70, or t)y four areas in Atlantic Command for which
anti-aireraft aaa?n&}ight defences were to be provided (see
para 21 sbove) only Jhu, Hnlifax, was ultimsately provided
with a permanent aﬂarahllgh; battery. Late in 1941 General
8taff nlanning with respect ;o the use of lights in A A
def-noces had undergone further revision, and on 1 Oct 41
_tho formation of four AA searchlight betteries was autho-
rized (124). These were the 1 AA S/L Bty, for Halifax;
2 AA S/L Bty, for Gander Airnort; 3 AA S/L Bty, for Sydney;
and 4 AA 8/L.Bty, for Saint John. Already new lights (60
ineh, 800,000,000 CP) and diesel generating sets were
available (125), on a scale of twelve per battery, and only
the problnli of provision of trained personnel and accommo-
dntton at the operational sites remained to bo solved. But
pblioy chnngod again, and a decision not to use lights at
- Gander, Sydney and Saint John resulted in the indefinite
deferment of mobilization of the 2,3 and 4 AA S/L Btys (126).



The postponement became permanent, and in May 1943 the .three

units were disbanded without having been formed (127).

1 AA 8/L BTY
. From early in the War a small number of search-
lights for snti=aireraft defence had been manned at Halifsx.
The 1 AA Light Tp, RCA and 6 AA Light Tp, RCA, with detasch-

- mente of the 4 AA Bty (later replaced by 14 AA Bty) operated

three old (1918) and two modern (1939) searchlights during
1940 ani 1941 (128), Personnel of these two troops were ab-
sorbed in the formation of the 1 AA S/L Bty in November 1942,

‘The new unit put into aetion and manned a wide ring of tvelve

modern lights in the sparsely inhabited area around Halifsx
Harbour and Bedford Basin. Positions were well camouflaged,
and a number of dummy searchlights built of eanvas, and fitted
with loeking-glass to fctloot the sun's rays, faced south and

esst to decelive anproaching enemy aireraft.

72. The functions of the searchlights were three-fold,
(a) to dazzle low-flying enemy planes, (b) to identify hos-
tile or friendly planes, and (e¢) to be used as a bescon to
guide lost airoraft (129), (Succesaful employment of lights
with AA guns was not considered feasible. See para 20 sbove).
There were other ways in wihich egquipment and personnel of

the battery might be employed. An anti-gireraft searchlight
might be so sited on the shore that it could perform an
auxiliary role as a fighting light for the gune of a coast
artillery unit (130). Because each searchlight position in
the Halifax area was connected by telephone to Fortress Hesd-
quarters, its fifteen or twenty-man detachment was rogird.d
also ag an infantry reserve outpost against the threat of an
overland attack by enemy ralding parties (131). For aneother
year and a helf the 1 AA S/L Bty manned ite twélve lights

at Halifax. Then, in June 1944, the reduced scale of attack

brousht about by the fsvourable tide of the War allowed the

withdrawal of the unit from an operational role. The lights

.uore taken out of sction (131), and in July the butf%wrgﬁztﬂi?_

3 .T"r?‘-\?‘{-',;‘.

i



reduced in strength, moved to Debert, to undertake a new-
role of searchlight co-speration with No.7 O T U, RCAF (see

para 74 below)

5 SPECIAL MOBILE A A 3/L TP
73. In July 1942 the 5 Special Mobile AA S/L To was
formed on an establishment of 3 offrs and 57 ORe, with dx
lights (132) for tﬁe purpese of providing searchlight co-
opemstion at RCAF training schools in Atlantic Command (133).
The troop carried out orgsnization and preliminsry training

st Fort Ives Point, Halifax, and was brought te strength by

personfel from the disbanded 10 Searchlight (CD) Bty RCA (13%)
and 16 AA (MG) Bty RCA (135), and by men recruited from Ne¢ 62
CA(B)TC at Charlottetown (136), In Ogtober the unit moved

to Debert to commence experimente in co-operation with Ne,31
0,7T.U (137). Training with the RAF was considered by beth
parties to be mutually valuable, During the next year the
mobile troop rotated between Debert, Pennfield Ridge, NB, and |
Greenwood NS (138), spending one or two months with the RAF

training units at these statione,

T4, In August 1943 the troep took up perniﬁent residence
at Greenwood, to provide co-operation in searchlight training
for the new Mosquito courses at No.& OTU (139). The training
snd expnerience of the searchlight operators produced good
results, "We succeeded in picking up the invading aireraft,
which were diving in without navigation lights, every time
they made the attack. This effort brought very complimentary
remarks from the fliers who have Both done a let of opera-
tiongl flving overeeas ...... We are badly neerded because
thesze pilets in training will have a lot of anti-searchlight
work te do over Germany."(140) The experiment of searchlight
co-operatien between Army and Air Force had proved successful.
In July 1944 two of the troop's six detachmentes went to
Debert to merge with part of the 1 AA 3/L Bty from Halifax
in forming a mobile troop for carrying on similar searchlight
training with Ne. 7 0.T.U., RCAF (141)(see para 72 above).



16 AA S/L TP

5. The anti-sireraft searchlight battery designated
for Ggnder Airmmt did not materislize (see para 70 above).
The only AA lights operated by Canadians in Newfoundland

were five belonging to the U.S. Army. The only operation

of AA lighte by Canadians in Newfoundland ocecurred when

the Searchlight Troop of the 16 AA (MG) Bty took over the
manning of five of the U.S. Army's lights at St.John's.

From June 1941, when the troo» arrived from Halifax (142),
until Ogtober 1942, when all equipment was returned to the
Americans (143), the Cgnadian unit, with Troop HQ at Mundy's
Pond, St,John's, trained with and operated the searchlights
that formed part of the city's AA defences, and for a short
part of that time, placed a light in action at Bell Islana(1i4).
When the 421 Co: st Ar:y Bn (UB) took over the sites in
October, disbandment of the 16 AA (MG) Bty had been in
orocess for several months, The maehine gun troops at Ggnder
and Torbay Airports having returned their gunse fo the US Army
in May and June had alr-ady been broken up snd their persennel
posted to other AA units (145), The dispossl of the search-
light personnel to coast and AA artillery unites at Halifax
and Saint John completed the existence of the battery (1146),

IV THE COMPLETION OF mns'lg

CHANGES IN SCALE OF AA DEFENCES
76. Before the provision of anti-asirer:ft proteetion
in Atlantic Command had reached the peak further changes in
the disposition of defences were to be made. In October 1942,
following a review of all L.A.A, defences in Atlantic Command
the Joint Services Committee (147), basing its recommendations
uoon a Joint Army Air Appreciation, recommended certain in-

creases in the allotment of Bofors for the defence of Aerodromes.



The Committee nointed out that with the possible exception

of Halifax and Sydney, only a minimum of gun density in
all-round defence: was provided for VPs by the existing
allotment., With regard to aerodromes, additional preteection
was needed to give perimeter coverage for runway areas, as
well ss for the protection of control rooms and hangars. There
were several serodromes in the Commsnd with no LAA allotment
and it was recommended that those which had an operational

role and vhich were subjeet to threat of low-flying bombing
attack should be given proteetion, The Committee proposed the

following inereases (148),
Present Additional

Aerodromes Presently Defmnded 2@};;;;&2; Requirements
Bolors
Ggnder & gune 8 guns

Halifax b guns 6 guns
Sydney 4 gune 4 gune
Yarmouth 4 guns 4 gune
Torbay 8 guns Nil

Monecton 4 guns N1l

Goose Bay 8 guns 4 gune

itio erodro or Defe

Sgint Jeohn : N1l 4 guns
Maitland N1l 4 guns
Pennfield Ridge Nil 4 guns
Bagotville N1l 4 guns
Debert N1l 4 guns

TOT AL 46 guns

.77. Tentative gooroval of these proposals of the

Joitit Services Committee wes given by NDHQ, but before any
setual increases were made in provision of guns, the

pieture changed nguln‘al the whole question of AA disposttions
in the Command came once more under review., Aeting on

instructions from the “Yriefs of Staff Committee (149), and



basing its recommendations on an AOC EAC re-assessment

of the LAA defence needs of serodromes, and a technical

review by the 00C-in-C of 211 AA dispoeitions in the Command,

the Joint Services Committee submitted a plan for re-distributing
AA light and heavy equ'pments on the most effective basis (150).
With certain reservations the plan wss concurred in by the

Chiéfs of Staff Committee (151).

78. In the matter of 3.7" guns the new schedule
increased the concentrations at the important harbourage
facilities of St.John's, at the Gooss Bay and Gander Aero-
dromes, and at the sluminum plant and power installations

at Arvida. Equipments to meet these increases were provided
for by the withdrawal of heavy AA defrnece from Gpspe, Shel-
burne, Botwood and Lewisporte (See para 81 below). The Joint
Services Cormittee in nutting fprvprl recommendations for

LAA dispositions medified its submission of the previous
October with regard to inereased AA defences of aerodromes,
recommended withdrawal of Bofors from Coasst Artillery battalions,
and pronosed increases generally of two guns each at the
mejority of the VPs inm Halifax and Saint John. Shipshaw
development at Arvida, and anai installations at Bay Bulls,
Nfld, were also recommended for LAA protection. The Chiefs of
Stafr, considering that reduced anticipated plans and scales
of attack did not Justify greatly 1nor;alod coverage by AA
guns, in general maintained the status quo of allotments,
except for allowing for additional protection at Gander and
Goose Bay aerodromes, and genctioning the new AA defences fﬁr
Shipshaw and B.y Bulls,.

79. The revised ultimate scale for Atlantic Command
and the one that marked the pesk in the allotment of AA guns,

wag now as follows:



DISCONTINUANCE OF HEAVY AA BTYS AT ISOLATED VPs

Halifax 28 guns 24 guns
Sydney 20 guns 16 guns
Shelburne - 4 guns
Yarmouth - 4 guns
Saint John & guns 12 guns
Ggepe - 4 guns
Arvidas 16 guns 16 guns
Shipshaw - 6 guns
8t.John's(Exel USA) 12 guns 8 gﬁnl
Torbay - & guns
Bay Bulls - 6 guns
Gander Lake 12 guns 16 guns
Botwood - 8 guns
Lewisnorte - 6 guns
. Qooao Bay 12 guns 12 guns
10 Lt.AA Regt RCA - 36 guns
TOTAL 108 guns 186 guns

An important change in the pelisy of allotment of
heavy AA gune in Cansda came in Jasnuary, 1943, when the chinf.
of Staff Committee, acting on British experience in active
theatres of operations, reached the conclusion"that better
value would be obtained in the AA defence of Canada generally
by withdrawing the heavy AA defence against high level bombing
from -areas of secondsry imnortance where only one 3.7" battery
hes been located, and using the guns withdrawn teo strengthen
the defence =T larger areas whose present a lotment ieg only
eight or twelve guns", The factors whose consideration led to
this decision were as follows:

(a) "High-level bombing is usually carrioé out only against
big targets.

(b) Only sporadic bombing raids are presently envisaged in
this country.



(e¢) It may be assumed that only a limited losd of
bombs can be carried for purposes of s raild
on this country.

(d) Soot bombing 1s not customarily carried out from
high altitudes.

(e) 3.7 AA guns cannot effectively engege aireraft
carrying out low level or dive bombing attacks.

(£f) Nothing less than an eight gun density (equal te
gixteen guns at least) 1s likely to produce lethal
results against high level bombing. Four guns
have not even deterrent value agsinet a determined
pilet".(152),
8l. In Atlantic Command this new deeision meant the
withdrawal of the heavy batteries guarding or allocated to the
installations at Ggspe, Shelburne, Botwood and Lewisporte., With
the shortage of manpower in the Command it was net difficult te
find a place for the personnel affected. The French-speaking
53 AA Bty (Type H) remained for the balance of the winter at
Gaspe, engaging in intensive training, moving with its guns in
June to Arvida, to become absorbed in the 17 AA Bty. The 20
AA Bty, designated for Shelburne, remained in training at Halifax,
end in June 1943 relieved the 1 AA Bty on its movement to
Googe Bay. The 56 and 57 AA Btye, for Botwood and Lewisporte
respectively, still on a cadre basis at Halifax and Bedford, :
were disbanded, and their personnel absorbed inte other units
(153), The 3,7 inch guns for the disbanded unite remained in
ordnance at Halifax and St.John's for re alleocation in sccord-

ance with the revised scale of defences (see para 79 above) (154).

82, THE PEAK IS REACHED i
By the late summer of 1943 the number of anti-aircoraft |
sites manned in Atlantic Command had reached the maximum, as all "
guns allotted in the ultimate scale of defences were reported in
operation (155). Not all AA batteries were fully trained, nor

was all the necessary equipment for firec-gcontrol gvallable,
(See para 134 beleow). But the terrific race against time to
organize ;, equip,and accommodate the new units was over, and
under their regimental headquarters the batteries were rapid;y J
becoming efficient in their operational role. Ag noted more than 1




once above the dispositions frequently changed. In

the paragraphs that follow a glance at each regimental
area will indicate some of these changes and outline
the general pregress that wvas achieved in the Command
before reductions and disbandments marked the poliey
of retrenchment in the face of falling scales of enemy
attack,

g3, 21 AA REGT RCA HALIFAX
The original eompesition of the 21 AA Regt

RCA, formed in the Halifax ares with Lt-Col E. D  Walgh, —
ED in command, was as follows:

HQ 21 AA Regt

1 AA Bgy (2H

18 AA Bty (2R

19 AA Bty (2K

I9 AA Bty ’

4 AA Bt{ b,
1 AA 8/ Bty 12 lights

No,1 AAGOR
It will be noted that the allotment of heavy batteries
provided for 28 3.7inch guns, a ecale that did not later
change. Three relisfe however took place in the manning
of the seven heavy sites. In June 1943, when the scale
of 3.7" guns for Geoze Bay wars being increased by eight
guns, it haé been intended that the 20 AA Bty, originally
slated for Shelburne, should move to the Northern Station e
(see paras 78 and &1 above). Because the battery was
not considered ready for despatch teo so 1selsted an
erea as Goose Bay, the more fully trained 1 AA Bty was
sent to Labrador (156), and the 20 AA Bty took over its
sites on the west side of Halifax Harbour (157). A year
later the two batteries exchanged places to assume the

roles originally allotted them (158).




a4, The third change-over of heavy batteries took
place between the 49 AA Bty and the much-travelled 14 AA Bty.
The latter unit, formed at Halifax in August 1940 to relieve

the 4 AA Bty (P.F.)(see para 27 above),; served for nine months
at Apvida, before going to St.John's. In March 19%% it returned
to Halifax to exchange duties with the 49 Bty, which had been ﬁ
manning four 3.7" guns en McNab's Island in the antrance to
Helifax Harbour (159). The two remaining 3.7-inch batteries
ssv little change of secene, The 19 AA Bty was formed in
October 1942, and manned sites on either side of Bedford Basin, !
without further moves (160). The 18 AA Bty, was organized at
Halifax in March 1942, and after spending two months at
Apvida, where it manned four guns for the 41 AA Btf until thst

‘unit was suffielently trained to take them over (161) returned
to put into sction the two heavy AA sites on the West side of |
Halifax Harbour (162),. '

- 85. Until the summer of 1943 all Bofors protection te :
Helifsx wae given by the 4 AA Bty (Type 4L), which by Bapf- 1
ember 1942 was manning sixteen 40 mm guns at the various VPs 1
on both sides of the Habbour (see para 57 above)., In July s
1943, the 46 AA To.having spent ten months in defensive Q
operaticnas at Monecton Airport, took over equinment and per-
_sonnel of approximstely twe troops of the 14 AA Bty, and, :
expanded now to the 46 AA Bty (Type 3L), assumed responsibility B
for the manning of all Bofors on the Halifax side of the 3
Harbour (163). The 4 AA Bty, converted to Type 3L, remained
en the Dsrtmouth side to proteet the RCAF airport and Seaplane
Base, and the oil refineries at Imperoyal (164). A redesig-

nstion of certain statie AA batteries that had similarly
numbered counterparts among the units of mobile LAA regiments
changed the number of the 46 AA Bty in September 1943 to the

146 AA Bty RCA (165). The end of 1944 found the 21 AA Reg$,



.

under the command of Lt Col G L Kent (who had succeeded Lt Col
Walsh in August 1944, upon the latter's taking over the
27 AA Regt at Vietoria), with 1ts component batteries manning

28 3.7" guns and 24 Bofors, -- the total ultimate scale for

Halifax, .

22 AA REGT RCA — BSAINT JOHN
86. When the 22 AA Regt was formed in S.ptember 1942,
with hoaﬁquarters at Saint John, batteriecs at Moncton NB
eand Gpspe PQ were included in the organization., At the end
of 1942 the regiment comprised the follaving unita:

HQ 22 AA Regt Saint John
& AA Bty (2H Saint John
25 AA Bty (2L Ssint John
46 AA Tp (L) Moncton
53 AA Bty (H) Ggape
52 AA Tp (L) Gaspe
No.8 AA GOR (auth. Feb 43) Saint John

The inclusion of the outiy1ng batteries, particularly the two
at Gaspe, in MD No 5, was dictated ﬁy the exigencies of giﬁ-
graphicsl grouping, but it mesnt that the regimental commsnder,
Lt Col G L Kent (8 Sep 42 to 17 Aug 44) had sn unusually wide
range of territory to cover (166). Thie erea was graduslly
reduced, as one by one tﬁo detached batteries left the
regiment either by transfer or by disbandment. First to go :
was the 53 AA Bty at ﬁ.spe. Under the poliey of removing
heavy AA defences from isolated areas this battery took its
guns out of action in the soring of 1943, moving to Arvida

in June (see para &1 above). At the same time, the withdrawal

of AA protection from Moncton sent thellé AA Tp to the 21 AA

Regt in Halifax (see para &5 above). The remaining outlying
unit of the 22 AA Regt, the 52 AA Tp, continned to man four
Bofors at Gaspe until November 1943, when, on the removal of

all AA proteetion from that port, as part of the reduction in

the scale of defences (167) 1t became one of the units of

the re-organized French-spesking 26 AA Regt for Newfoundland (see

vara 118below).
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87. Meanvhile, at Saint John, the & AA Bty, hating
served its apprenticeship through the first three years of
war on the old 13 pdrs later supplemented by .5 in AA
machine guns, by the end of 1942 had its eight 3.7's in

action at two troop sites nerth-east and south-west of

Saint John Harbour (168), pesitions whish it continued to

man until di-bandnint. The poliey of relieving batteries

in Newfoundland and Labrador by units in Nova Scotia and

New Brunswick brought about an exchange in duties between

the 25 AA Bty (Type 2L), giving Bofors protection to VPs at
Saint John, and the 30 AA Bty (Type 2L) from Goose Bay. The
relief took place in Jyly 1943, and both batteries were ex-
panded to Type 3L to look after the increased scsle of guns

#t the wo stations (169). Of the twelve Bofors sites at Saint
John, eight were kept fhlly manned, the ronniﬁing four ready
for manning, with their guns in the lecal drill hall, Under
this arrangement the three troops in the battery followed a
rotation of twe at operstional sites, and one always in
trnining'(l?O). A yior later the two batteries returned to
their original stations (171), a troep from the 4 AA Bty

at Halifax being supplied on loan to the 22 AA Regt to

cover the relief of the 30 AA Bty. The Saint J,hn battery,

now redesignated to the 125 AA Bty (Type 3L)(see para &5 above)
(165), was almost immediately broken up as the regiment
disbanded in August 1944 (172). Reduced to four-gun strength
(173), and guarding the Dry Dock against low-flying attack,

the 125 AA Tp (Type L) became an independent unit,-the sole
survivors of the 22 AA Rest. The 3.7" guns of the disbanded f
& AA Bty were turned over to Reserve Army units in Saim

John for training purposes, and the regimentzal commander,
Lt-Col Kent, went to Hslifax to sssume command of the 21 AA Regt.



23 AA REGT RCA — SYDNEY

a8, Until late in 1942 AA defences in the Sydney
area vere limited to a heavy four-gun site at Westmount,
manned by the 6 AA Bty (Tvpe H) -- who had substituted
four 3.7" gune for the two 4" Naval AA guns in July 1942
(see papa 30 above) == and the 24 AA Bty (Type 4L), whiech
by the end of the yénr had sixteen Bofors in aotion at the
Steel Flant, the Airpert, and the Seaplane and Naval Bases
(see para 53 above). The 23 AA Regt was formed on 16 Aug
42 under the command of Lt-Col R F Capel, ED, with the
following composition:

HQ t

35

t
t
t

~FR 3o
344444
Qo w

y (R i
Yy
y R
y 41)
OR

No (auth Feb 43),

&89. Heavy-AA defences at Sydney oxoanﬁo‘ rnp;%iz as the
50 AA Bty came in from Aldershot in September 1947%, to be
followed by the 51 AA Bty from Bedford in Jenuary. The five
heavy AA troops now available formed a circle of defence
sitee about the vulner-ble areas. To the eastward the two
gltes of the 50 A* Bty were in operation oarli in January
1943, on the south side the 6 AA Bty wae menning 1ts eingle
gite at Westmount, and east of the Harbour the 51 AA Bty hsd :
put 1ts two troops into action above and below North Sydney
by the beginning of Mareh (174).

90, A change-over between the 6 A# Bty and the 15 AA
Bty at Goose Bay occurre& in June 1943, the two batterics re-
turning to their home sites a year later (175).  Reduction
of the 24 AA Bty from Type 4L to Type 3L took place at the
end of 1943, when "D" Troop, which had beeh manning the four
Bofors at Point Edward and North Sydney (see para 53 above)
took the guns out of action (176). In March, Battery HQ and
"A' and "B' troops, which h«d beeh manning the guns at the



Steel Works, went to St John's, on exchange relief with the
27 AA Bty (Type 2L) from the Newfoundland capital (177).

The remaining troep of the 24 AA Bty, "C" Troop, ltnjad in
Sydney, sttached to the 27 AA Bty until July 1944, when it
moved to Goose Bay to join the 30 AA Bty (178).

91. The 23 AA Regt was not long in following the 22 AA

Regt at Saint John into disbandment. The anti-gireraft op-
erational role at Sydney ceased on 24 Nov 44, when all guns

were taken out of action (179), Reduction te nil strength

of the three heavy batteries, the 27 AA Bty, and No 7 AA GOR

was effdcted by 31 December (180). For the last nine months

ths Rgglnent_hsd been under the command of Lt-Cel I B MacCgylum,
who had come from commanding the 26 AA Regt, replacing Lt-Col
Capel, who went to Newfoundland to take over the 25 AA ﬁsgt (181),

24 AA REGT 'RCA — ARVIDA
92, The status of the Officer Commanding 24 AA Regt
at Arvida differed from that of the commanders of the other
antli-aireraft regiments in Atlantic Command. Whereas at other
stations the AA cdommander, like the O C Coast Regiment, acted
a8 technical advisor to the local fortress or defended area
commander, to whom he was responsible rer'tha administration
of all AA units , the abasence of any large scale defences
other than anti-aireraf. 2t Arvida resulted in regimental
hegdquarters assuming the functions and operational control
nomsally exercised by ;n area headquarters. As a result the
limited war establishment of a HQ AA Regt (7 offrs and 42 ORs)
El&?) had to be unofficially supnlemented almost one hundred
percent by temporary attschmente from unite within the regiment,
in order to carry on efficient adminietration of all troops

in the Arvida area (183),.

93. HQ 24 AA Regt RCA and Arvida Area Defences became
officislly esteblighed on 6 Jun 42 (184). The slate of

batteries for the new regiment was as follows:

v = L



HQ 24 AA Regt

No 3 AAGOR
17 AA Bty (M)
41 AA Bty Ian;
12 AA Bty (4L

Lt-Col J R saus;n came from the command of Gaspe Defences
in July to tske over the regiment (185). At the time of his
arrival the 17 AA Bty was manning the four 3" QF guns at Isle
Maligne and Arvida (see parss 35 and 36 above); the 12 AA Bty
having arrived from Debert sn 6 June to relieve the 70O LAA
Bty (186), had ten of its sixteen Bofors in action at Isle
Maligne and Chute-a-Caron (187); while the 18 AA Bty, tem-
porarily substituting for the 41 AA Bty which was still in
training, had put into asction nesr the main plant of the
Aluminum Company of Canada the first four 3.7" guns received
1§#§§a area (188), A temporary GOR had been in operation since —
(§§#£E£:£§>(189). Th; arrival of the 41 AA Bty on 4 Aug 42 and
the return of the 18 AA Bty to Halifax completed the compesition
of the regiment, By'nid-Ootobor Arvida was the first defended
area in Atlantic Command whose existing scale of AA defences
had been fully met, as the 17 AA Bty manned four 3 inch guns,
the 41 AA Bty eight 3.7's, snd the 12 AA Bty sixteen Bofors (190),.
- When the allotment of heavy AA guns for Arvida was increased
to eixteen (gee paras 72 and 79 sbove), the nev scale was met
by absorption inte the 17 AA Bty of.the 53 AA Bty with its
four guns from Ggsve (191). '

ok, On 1 Jul 43, the tacticel command of Arvida Defended
Area, which up to that tine had been exercised by the GOC-in-C,
Atlantic Command, reverted to the DOC MD Ne 5 (192)., As a result
the composition of the 24 AA Regt was altered to include all
active anti-aireraft units in MD Ne 5 (193). The change brought
the 52 AA Tp at Gaspe, formerly part of the 22 AA Regt, and

the 60 AA Bty and the 61 AA Tp, in an operational reole in
defence of Quebec, under commsnd of HQ 24 AA Regt for ad-
ministration and the supervision of training. The 24 AA Regt

now comprised:



HQ 24 AA Regt Arvida Area
Ne. 3 AA GOR Arvida Area

17 AA Bty (2H) Arvida Area

41 AA Bty (2H) Arvida Area

12 AA Bty {35) Arvida Area

63 AA Bty (2L3)Arvida Area

52 AA Tp (L) Gaspe

60 AA Bty (2H) Levis

€1 AA Tp (L) Levis
95. There followed a period of transition and re-
organigation. The 63 AA Bty, that had been formed for
sdded Bofors protection for Shipshsw, by eonversion of
the & LAA Bty from the disbanded 7 Div (19%), carried an
establishment of ten guns (195), During September and
October 1t took over sites at Chute-a-Caron and Isle
Maligne from the 12 AA Bty, and absorbed a full troop
of the latter battery, which was thus reduced to Type 2L
(196). The 24 AA Regt was called upon to provide anti-
aireraft protection on the occasion of the Quebec Conference
attended by Ppime Minister Winston Churchill, President
Roosevelt and Pprime Minister W,L _Mackenzie King and thelr
staffs in August 1943, Four light AA detachments from
the 12 AA Bty moved with predictors and guns te Quebec City,
and the 60 AA Bty moved its four 3.7" guns from Gifford
to Lauzon, placing them in operation in the Champs de
Bataille, From Barriefield csme a OL rader set with an -

eperating erew of eighty men (197),

96. The decision to reorgenize the 26 AA Regt in
Newfoundland on a French-speaking basis (see parallébelow)
coupled with the withdrawazl of AA defences from Quebec and
Ggspe as part of the nlan for the reduction of operational
troops in Canada (198), combined to cut 1ﬁ half the number
of batteries that composed the 24 AA Regt. First to go

was the 17 AA Bty which left for Gander on 6 Oct 43 with
its eight 3.7 in guns, the move reducing Arvida's -scale ‘of
heavy guns to the eight manned by the 41 AA Bty (199] '~




In November, the 52 AA Bty, expanded to Type 4L, the

60 AA Bty, reduced to Type H, and the 61 AA Bty, naw
& Type 2L ceased their operational duties at Gaspe and
Levis, to concentrate at Valecartier prior to embarkation

for Newfoundland as units of the 26 AA Regt (200).

97. The streamlined 24 AA Regt, comprising now,

in addition to regimentsl HQ and the GOR, three batteries,
the 41 AA Bty (2H), the 12 AA Bty (2L) and the 63 AA Bty
(2L8), continued teo man the AA defences of Arvida until
mid-summer 1944, On 24 July orders were received by the
regiment to cease 1ts operati nal role (201)., Three weeks
later 23 officers and 475 other ranks had reached Shile,
and the men were being despatched for harvest operations
en various Manitoba farmes (202), Back at Arvida the

Ordnance staff was busy outting all guns in grease.

98, While a reduced HQ A&niniutrntiv§ Steff remained
at A-15 CITC, Shile, the men of the regiment worked in the
fields of Manktoba, as the sugar beet ﬁarveat succeeded
grain threshing in October (203), Early in Decenmber the

24 AA Regt, with a strength of 567 all ranks returned te
Eastern O;nada. Changes had taken place in the poliey of
the dispostion of NRMA troops, and all medically fit members
of the regiment were liable for overseas service, 'By the
end of the year 371 ORs had been transferred to the Infantry
Corpe and posted to 1 Bn Fusiliers du St Laurent and 1 Bn
Regt de Joliette (204). Remaining personnel were gruck off
strength to the Placement Wing, No.5 District Depot, and eon
15 Jan 45, the 2% AA Regt RCA ceased to exist (205).



EARLY AA DEFENCES IN NEWFOUNDLAND

99. The need for supplying Canadlan anti-aireraft
defences at strategie points in Newfoundland was given
consideration early in the War., A report on the Defence of
Newfoundland prepared by the Inspector General Militia in
August 1940 declared that heavy AA guns should be previded
at Newfoundland Airnort (Gander), St.John s, Bell Island,
snd Botwood, and that "likely Canada will have to find
them, therefore tonsiderstfion should be given now te raising
and tréining of personnel required®(206). At the time, it
was pointed out that the only anti-aircraft defence for the
imnortant Gander Airport was orovided by the Black Wateh
Regiment, which had extemporized mountings fer L ﬁ Ge, and

had AA posts dispersed throuchout the area.

100, When the US Army Boerce arrived in Newfoundland

at the end of January 1941, 1t made available for Canadian

use sixteen .5 Colt AA machine guns and rivp AA gearchlights.
(207). Steps were immediately taken to organize a battery

to man these guns (208) and on 25 Apr 41 the 16 AA (MG) Bty,
raised in MD 6 and MD 7, arrived in Newfoundland (209), Under
hnerioan instructors the battery put inte action twelve machine
guns at Gander, and four st St.Johng , In June the 16 AA

3/L Troop arrived to operate the five searchlights at St.
Johng ., an American battery also manning five US lights to

comnlete the city's AA searchlight defences (see para 75 abeve),

101, The American Force on its arrival placed an AA
battery of four 3 inch guns and a .5 AA MG Bty in aetion

at Signal Hill for protection of St.Johns and the Harbour
(210). These guns were continuously manned by US personnel

in adiition to later Canadian AA defences at the pert, In



July 1941 four more US 3-inch AA gune became available

on lsan (211), and little time was lost in providing a
Canadian hittory to man them, On 18 August the 7 AA Bty
arrived from Halifax, where it had performed manning duties
gince the outbresk of war, Four months were spent at S¢
Johns while the battery trsined on its new equipment, and
on 17 Dec 41 the unit moved to Gander te put the guns in
action. In the following March the 7 AA Bty was joined at
Gander Airport by the newly formed 5 AA Bty, which took over
the positions of the 16 AA MG Bty, and by the end of April
had six Bofors in action (213). The arrivil in June of the
14 AA Bty (Type H) and the 27 AA Bty (Type 2L) for the St
Johne-Torbay area completed the list of Canddian anti-air-
eraft units in Newfoundland prier to the organization of

AA regiments,

25 AA REGT RCA ——ST JOHNS-TORBAY
102, Departing from the Chain of Command that applied

in Cansda, the two AA regimente in Newfoundland were direetly
responsible to Force "W" instead of their respective area
commanders (214), Authorized for St Johns-Torbay Defence
Area the 25 AA Regt RCA wsas plhood on active service as a
unit effeetive 1 Jun 42 (215), but it was not until 1 Octeber
that organization ef regimental headquarters took place. The

.

new Commanding Officer was Lt-Col C V Harris, ED, who had =

commanded the 1 AA Bty at the beginning of the Wgor, and, after
moves within the Atlantic Command, now came td Newfoundladd,
from OC Shelburne Defences (216), Lt-Col Harris found two
unite of the regiment on duty on 1 Oect. The 14 AA Bty (Type
H), after service at Halifax and Arvida (see paras 35,36
above) was now at Torbay, where it had been manning four

3.7" guns, without instruments, since its arrival in Juno..
The 27 AA Bty had four Bofors in action at Terbay and four at

8t Johns, guns that hed been previously temporarily manned by



a troop from the & LAA Rert of the 4 Armd Div (217). Frem

personnel of the disbanded 16 AA (MG) Battery an office staff
was formed (216) and regimentsl hesdquarters was set up
at Calver's Field, St Johns with the following slate of

units!
HQ 25 AA Hngt
Ne 5 AA GO
14 AA Bty (H) 8t Johns
54 AA Bty (2H) Torbay
27 AA Bty (2L) Torbay
48 AA Bty (2L) 8t Johns
55 AA See (L) Bell Island
103, Four days before Christmas, the Lady Rodney docked

at St Johns with the main psrties of the 48 mnd 54 AA Btys
and the 55 AA Sec (218). The 48 AA Bty, which had been
formed to allew separate Bofors batteries for Torbay and .

St Johne (see para 52 above) went to North Camp at Torbay
Airport, five miles north-west of the city, and took over the
27 AA Battery's positions there (219). The 5% AA Bty was es-
tablished at Setith Camp, Torbay Airport, and proo?odod to put
into action two four-gun sites between Torbay and St Jehns (220),
The manning of the eight Bofors that were sited in a long
narrov horseshoe ar~und the eity and harbour was taken over
by the 27 AA Bty, while the 14 AA Bty, relinquishing its
positions at Nerth Camp, Torbay, moved its four guns teo a

new site on tir southern outskirts of St Johns (221),

104, The 55 AA Section, with a strength of 2 officers

and 41 other ranks, drew two Bofors from Ordnance, and sent
ériewith an advance party to Bell Island on 28 Dec 42 (222). A1
through January cold weather and blocked roads between St

Johns and Portugsl Cove, prevented the movement of the second
gun, and it was February before the equ!pment was taken across

Conception Bay to the 1sland. The two guns were placed in action

on Bell Island in a dual role,--to provide both anti-aireraft



and anti-gubmarine defence to the ore-loading installations

at the Dominion Pler and Scetia Pier (223). The defence of
Bell Igland had been regarded originally as a responsibility
of the Newfoundland Militia, which was already manning two
4.7 inch guns for coast defence. Some misgivings were ex-
pressed that the Canadian and Newfoundland service personnel
might not mix well on close contaet, differences in conditions
of enlistment and rates of pay being taken inte account (224),
The Newfoundland Government found however that its reserve
requirements for maintenance of its two artillery regiments
overseas were too high to allow the provision of AA personnel
for Bell Inland; ‘And so the Oansdisn detachment was sent,

and in an uneventful stay on the i1gland proved the fears to

have been unwarranted.

105, When it was decided to provide light anti-airecraft
protection for Bay Bulls (see para 79 above) expansion 'Il‘
authorized of the 55 AA Tp te the six-gun 55 AA Bty (Type LS),
The section with its guns and equipment was withdrawn from Bell
Island on 7 Jul 43, and a detachment went to the AA Reinforce-
ment Camp at Bedford te form the training cadre for the con- ;
verted unit (225). Before reorganization of the battery was
complete however, Bay Bulls fell under the axe of "reduction

in operational troeps"(198), The unit ws reduced to nil

strength on 18 Oct 43 (226).

PROPOSED JOINT CANADIAN-U S GOR

106. The jJoint presence of US and Canadian anti-aireraft
units in the 8t Johns -Torbhay aresa led te an Aaarican pronosal
(in April 19:3) for a combined GOR, to control all AA artillery
in the area (227). The UB Commender (Maj Gen John B Broocks, HQ
Newfoundland Bage Command) suggested that such an Operations
Room would be set up in the US Apmy Ipformation Centre at Fort
Pepperel, and that while the US Army was prepared to control
the operation of all AA Artillery, the Senior RCAF Commander

could use Americen equipment to exercise control over all



Canadian and US fighter aireraft in the vieinity. A

Canadian AA Lizison officer would be stationed at the GOR
(228). Up to this time No 5 AA GOR had been operating at
Torbay as & unit of the 25 AA Regt, Accommodated at first
none too luxuriously in No 4 Bofors hut, for which neither
water nor power was availsble (229), the GOR staff was now
"temporarily" housed in No 2 Hangar, waiting to move into a
new fully equipped building, which was then nearing completion
t230).

107. Concurrence in the American proposal presented
several difficulties. These were outlined in a létter to
the GOC Forece "W" (the late Ma) Gen L F Page DSO, CB) from
Mg) Gen 8 C M Archibald, DGAA. Gen Archibald pointed out
that the Operations Centre at Fort Pepperell could be adap-
ted as a GOR provided necessary additions to sccommodation
and communications eould be made, The AA Defence Commander
should be a Canadian, who would need to maintsin his full cen-
trol of AA defences and liaison with the RCAF and Fortress
Commander. Adaptation of the US GOR would however invelve
in addition,

(a) Sacrifice of the GOR sccommodation almost complete
at Torbay;

(b) If @ US officer were ap ointed AADC,

(1) Adoption by US personnel of the Canadian
system of GOR operation,

(11) Acceptance by the US AADC of RCAF control
of air operations, and of the Fortress Commander's control
of ground operstions.

(111) Accentance by the AADC of the Fortress
Commander's siting of heavy AA guns (227).

108. But probably carrying Just as much weight in the

Canadian objections to the American pronosal was the fear that



the institution of a Joint GOR along lines suggested would

bring into effect a system of Unity of Command, & situation
that the government of hné&ither Canada nor the United States
waeé anxious to contemplate. It was a matter of relief to
the Canadisn suthorities when, following discussions between
the two Army Commanders in St Johns, Ma) Gen Brooks advised
that, due to s shortage of the neceesary per=onnel he con-
sidered himself unable to carry out the pr-po;nl for a
Joint GOR (231).

REDUCTIONS IN AA DEFENCES — TORBAY

109, Abandonment of the provision of heavy AA pretec-
tion for Terbay Airport, with a consequent greater concen-
tration of fire power for 5% Johns began late in 1943, when
construction of a new hnaVy'four-gun slite was undertaken south
of the harbour,and the South Camp site at Terbay was changed
from an operational te a training basis. The 14 AA Bty (Type
H) at Pennywell Road exchanged places with “B' Tp and Bty

HQ of the 154 AA Bty (165) at Kenny'e Pond (23%2). In the
following May the 154 AA Bty mbved 1ts remaining troop from
South Camp to man the new site in the South Side Hills (233).

110, The pelief of Newfoundland AA batteries early in
1944 by exchange of station with units from MD No 6 has aslready
been noted (eee parss 84 and 90 gbove). The 49 AA Bty arrived.
from Halifax ;t the end of February to replace the 14 AA Bty
at Kenny's Pond (234%), end in Mareh the 24 Aa Bty from Sydney
took over the Bofors guns of the 27 AA Bty in the ecity area
(235). In August all army AA protection for Torbay Airvert
ceased as thelld AA Bty (165) moved to the St Johns Transit
Camp en route to Canads for disbandment (236). The end of
1944 thus found the 25 AA Regt, under the command of

Lt-Col R F Capel, who had succeeded Lt-Col Harris in Aoril
(see para 91 abeve)(237) reduced to three batteries, the

49 (H), the 154 (2H) and the 2% (2L), and No 5 AA GOR, with

2ll ite guns sited to cover 8t Johne snd ite immediate

vieinity.



26 AA REGT RCA —— CANDER AREA

111, - North west of St Johns, 200 miles away by winding
railroad, Gagnder Airpert had been carved out of the wilder-
ness, the largest completed zerodrome in the British Empire
(238). 40 miles further to the west (70 by rail) was Botwood,
the most important harbour outside of i Johns, exporting large
quantities of zinc and lead concentrates to the United King-
dom, and the site of a fully equipped Trans-Atlantic seaplane
base. Midway between Gander and Botwood a branch line led to
Lewisporte, a smaller port which the installation of oil
nto}age tanks wae later to make a potential enemy objective,
Both perts presented opnortunities for hostile landing opera-
tions directed agsinst Gander, and ae such had to be pr;vidol

for in the general scheme of defence of the Alrpert,

112, The first Csnadian defence forces for ' - Newfound-
land arrived in June 1940, when the 1 Bn Black Watch commenced
operations at Gander and Botwoed (239), its rele to protect
the airport and the seaplane base against
“(a) Aection by enemy land forces.

(b) Action by enemy air foreces.

(e) Sabotage " (240).
Early anti-gireraft defence for the Airport was provided by
L M G's on extemporized AA mountings (206), until the irrival,
in April 1941, of the 16 A2 MG Bty to man the .5 Colt machine
guns supplied by the Americans (see para 100 above). By the end
of the year the 7 AA Bty had put the four 3 ineh U.S. guns in
action between No 3 and No 4 Runway (241) and the following
spring sav the first Bofors in Newfoundland being manned around
the aerodrome by the 5 AA Bty, who replaced the 16 AA MG Bty

(see pars 101).

113%. These were the only two AA unite in the Gander area
when the 26 AA Regt was organized in Aug 42 with the following



composition (242):

HQ 26 AA Regt

No 4 AA GOR
7 AA Bty (2H) Gander
5 AA Bty (2L) Gander

56 AA Bty (H Botwood
28 AA Tp (L Botwood
29 AA Tp (L) Lewisporte

Placed in command of the regiment was Lt-Col I B Mae Callum,
who came from Arvidz where he had commanded the 14 AA Bty;
Provision of new eqﬁipnent brought expansion of the area's
defences, as the 7 AA-Bty, which had renlseed its US guns

by four 3.7 ineh guns in June 1942 (243) put four mere gune
inte action at North Camo in October (244), In September
1943, the 5 AA Bty was expanded to a Type 4L unit, te meet the
increase in Gander's allotment of Bofors protection (see paras
76 and 78 above)(245), By the end of October the battery had
fourteen of i1ts sixteen guns in act ion,

114, In the meantime Botwood and Lewisporte had received
their initial AA protection with the arrival, in June 1943,

of the 28 AA Bty and the 29 AA Bty. Both batteries came
direct from a prolenged organizational stage at the Bedford

AA Artillery Reinforcement Camp. To meet the dxpanded scale
of defences the establishments of both unite hsd been increa-
sed from their criginal sutherization, The 28 AA Bty, now
Type 2L, placed its eight guns in setion on arrival at Bot-
wood, and the 29 AA Bty, redesignated Type LS, immediately
mgnned its six Bofors at Lewisporte to complete the ultimate
scale of AA defences for the two ports (g@47). The 56 AA Bty
(Type H), originally suthorized for Botwood, reached Gander

on 22 Aug 43, snd for nearly three months remained at North
Camp, where it was attached to the 7 AA Bty in a training

role (248). 3.7 inch AA defences had been withdrawn from the
ultimate plan for Botwood (see para 7# above), and as a re-
sult the 56 AA Bty did not get into actien. The unit was with-
drawn from Gander on 11 Nov 43 (249) gnd immediately dis-
banded on its return to Canada (250),



115. leslﬁcp being in command of his regiment, the O C

26 AA Regt was alse Commander of all Canadian Army Tpo0Ds
in the Gander Area., Teo meet the threat of enemy attasck against
& station whose maintensnce vas vitasl to the successful flow of
a vast number of American and Canadilan pl‘nel to Britain (251)
all service personnel in the ares were included in the local
defence scheme, Tn addition te the twe anti-aircraft batteries
and detschments of the administrative gervices, the Commander
had at his dispossl in the summer of 1943 an Aerodrome Defence
Comnany, which had renlaced the infantry battalion alletted
for ground defence in 1940-1942, Outside of Canadian Army
forces, security guards were available from the Royal Air Force
Transport Comwand, the R C A F , and the U 8 Army Air Force -
the two latter forces being alse able teo lﬂpply'hllpitll per-
sonnel, With these treops at his disposal the O C framed his
defence plan te oppoie, in conjunction with R C A i fighter
planes, the possibility eof hostile attack by high and low
icvzl or dive bombing, the landing eof parachute troops, or
the penetration via the raiiroad of enemy forces put ashore
by submarine (252).

26 AA REGT RCA (F8)
116, In the sutumn of 1943, when the reorganization of
operational troops in Canada was effecting a reduction of
20,000 men, of whom some 2600 were AA personnel (198), a deei-
sion was reached to place the 26 AA Regt on a French speaking
basie, and te include in its formation FS batterics that
wvere being taken ;ut of sction at Quebee, Arvida and Gaspe.
The new disposttion was arranged with a view to maintaining as
far as possible a preportionate representation of French-gpeaking
AA Artillery unite (253). The change involved the disbandment
of all the batteries of the existing 26 AA Regt except the
29 AA Bty, whiech, with Ne § AA GOR, was converted te a French-
lpiailug unit by replacement of its English-speaking personnel.



117, A nev regimental headquarters was organized under

Lt-Col J E Plamondon, (at that time 2 1/c 24 AA Regt RCA,
Arvida) (254) and component batteries still in Canada concen-
trated at Vglecarter early in November (see para 96 above).
With little loss of time the move to Newfoundland was completed
(255), the first relief at Gander taking place on 4 Deec (256).
On that date the 52 AA Bty, from Gaspe, now expanded to a Type
4L unit, took over the sixteen Bofors of the 105 AA Bty
(formerly 5 AA Bty)(165) at the Gander Airport. The 105 AA Bty
returned to Canada, and disbandment was completed at Bedford

on 15 December. Relief of the 7 AA Bty by the French-speaking
eight-gun 17 AA Bty from Arvida had already been effected (29
Oct 43), and by the end of November this unit that had served
for four years in Atlantic Command, and had pioneered in the
heavy AA defences of Newfoundland, had ceased to exist (257).

118, The reorganized 26 AA BRegt comprised these units:
HQ 26 AA Regt RCA Gander
No 4 AA GOR Gander
17 AA Bty QEH) Gander
60 AA Bty H) Gander
52 AA Bty (ML) Gander
29 AA Bty iLE Lewisporte
61 AA Bty (2L Botwood.

In mid-December the 60 AA Bty and the 61 AA Bty arrived at
Gander and Botwood respectively, and French speaking- reliefs
for the 29 AA Bty reaohoﬁ_Loviaporto (258) . T;s return to
Canada, for disbandment, of the 28 AA Bty from Botwood, and
the English-speaking personnel of the 29 AA Bty, completed the
conversion of the 26 AA Regt (259). Bythe end of 1943 the
placing of the 60 AA Bty's four 3.7"s in setion on the Léwis-
porte Rosd Site had implemented Gander's reviczed scale of guns,

emounting to twe've 3.7 inch and sixteen 40 mm Bofors.

119. Throughout 1944 the number of AA guns in action at
Gander Airport was maintained without change. In October, how=-
ever, the wholesale reduction in anti-aireraft defences that

- was being effected throughout Atlantic Command brought the
withdrawal of the batteries from the outlying stations of
Botwood and Lewisporte. The 29 AA Bty and the 61 AA Bty turned
hatm eume in te Opdnance, and, haking supplied avafts $s = =



bring other FPorce "W" unite up te strength returned to

Cansds in November for disbandment (260),

AA DEFENCES AT GOOSE BAY, LABRADOR
120, In the summer of 1941 the Government of Canada.
anpproved the Seventeenth Recommendation of the Permanent Joint
Board on Difunoe, which read:
*In order to facilitate the ferrying of long
and medium range aireraft acreoss the Atlntie, to
enhance the effectiveness of plans for hemisphere
defence, to prevent congestion at the Newfoundland
Airport (Gander) and to provide grester mcurity for
crews and equipment, the Board recommends:
That the Canadian Government should undertake the
construction of an air base in the viecinity of North-
west River, Labrador...,.... as qQuickly as possible" (261)
121, - A suitable site had already been selccted on a ralsed
plateau between Goose Bay and Hamilten River, sporeximately
seventeen miles from the Northwest River settlement on Lake
Melville, Labrador (262). In Aurust the first surveyors and
engineers were flown in, supply boats arrived late in Sept-
ember, elearing and construction work went rapidly ferward, by
the end of November the grsvel pit and a saw mill were in on-
eration,.and on 9 December the first lend-plane came down on
the nevly rolled runway (263). By the time that navigation

opened in May 1942 Goose Bay Alrovort had become a busy community

in the wilderness, with roads, powver lines, poverhouse, admini-
etration bulldings, messes and barracks, a hospital, a dock

and oll storsge facilities (264). Within a year i1t had grown t.é%7>
be the largest airport in the world ahd one of the buslest

in the Western Hemisphere, servicing more planes for overseas

than went through any other ferry aerodrome on the North At-

lantic seaboard (265).

122, During the winter of 1941-42, when development of
the airbase was still at a . limited stage, defence against possible
attack was the responsibility of the R C A F (261). 1In April 1942,



the army garrison for 690.0 Bay == Forge "G" -« was authorized,
and the first flight of 500 officers and men sailed from Halifax
on 16 June, disembarking at Goese Bay eight days later (266).
Force "G", temporarily commznded by Lt-Coel F L West ED, included
an infantry battalion (N B Rangers), the 108 Heavy Bty RCA for
coast defence and examination service at Rigolet Narrows, two
anti-girersft batteries (the 15 AA Bty, Type H, and the 30 AA
Bty, Type 2L) and detachments of tha services (267). Other
flights followed, to complete the movement of the garrisen by
the end of July, when Lt-ColJN Medhurst, ED, assumed command of
the N B Rangers, and of the Goose Bay Defences (268).

123, Living in tents and waging 2 painful battle against

the midsummer hordes of mosquitees, black flies and landtiioc,
the two AA batteries put their guns inte action without delay.
Both uni:s had been organized for service in Labrador. The 15
AA Bty was one of the first te be trained at the Heavy AA Wing

of A-23 at Wright's Brook (95), while the 30 AA Bty had formed.
Qt the AA Unit Staging Camp at Debert with a cadre trained in

the second six-weeks' course at the CD and AA TC (92). Initially
the heavy battery placed twe of its 3.7s at Otter River (Area
"I¥) af the head of Terrington Basin, and two at- Area "H" on

the east side of the Airport, while the 30 AA Bty grouped its
eight Bafors around the maln runway and hangars to give protection
againet low-flying and dive-bombing attack (269).

124, The months that followed waw the two batteries in
common with the rest of the Goose Bay garrisen, carrying en a
triple role of training, defensive operations and camp sonstruec-
tion. The transition fromtents to barrack rooms was not accom-
plished until all hands had taken their turn at building tem-
porary shelters, 'while large fatigue parties helped to meet

the labour problems of the civilian contracters. The sawmill
operated at full capscity, and 'many a tree that was growing in
the morning had been nalled into a building by night. Until the

men moved into their regular army huts in mid-winter they lived



in improvised quarters, - tented dugouts, made by erecting

a bell-tent with elongzated pole over a cirecular pit four
feet deep, square eabine, half buried in the ground, built
of slab-sidings from the sawmill; and leg shacks, simply
but sturdily constructed by men who had spent many yesrs
before the war in logging ecamps in the Canadian bush (270).

When the men of the censtruction companies went on strike
because o6f income tax deductions, the army took over the
unloading of the freighters in Terrington Basin, and when #

much-nceded sunplies were lost at sea as a result of enemy |
submarine activity, the troops demonstrated their adaptabi-
1ity in equioping their quarters with improvised furnishings,
shelves, tables, chairs, lsmpe, "devices for cooking, and
sbove everything, for heagting water*(270).

125, In December c¢old weather brought touble with the
guns, which were experiencing their first sub-zero tempera-
tures since their mgsnufscture., Heavy grease congealing in
the bearings virtually put the 3.7's out of action owing

to the extreme stiffness of the elevating and transversing
gears, Substitution of a lighter lubricaent produced satis-
factory results with temperatures down to 20 degrees below
zero. On the rare ocecasions when the mercury dropped below
that mark, gears could only be opersted with difficulty, and
at considersbly less than normal speeds (272). The predictor
for the site was kept in action by enclosing it inside 2
small wooden shelter with collapsible sides, in which a loeally-
devised‘hot-nir heating syetem neutralized the effect of the

sub-zero temperatures outside (273).

126. Soring came late, and it was June before the ice
moved out of the Bay (274). With navigation re-opened arrange-
ments vere gempleted for the relief of the Wwo batteries after



their year in Labrador. The Lady Rodney arrived on Doninlon.
Day with the 1 AA Bty (2H) from Halifax (see para &3 above),
the 6 AA Bty (H) from Sydney (para 90), and one troop of the
25 AA Bty (3L) from Saint John (para 87). Next morning she
salled for Quebec with the 15 AA Bty, bound for Sydney, and a
trooo of the 30 AA Bty, headed for Saint John (275). The
arrival of the relieving units at Goose Bay marked the im-
plementation of the area's 1noroal;d scale of defences to
twelve heavy and twelve light AA guns (see para 79 above).
The 1 AA Bty, substituted for the 20 AA Bty originally sghed-

uled for Labrpdor (see para 83 above), put inte action four
3.7's at the 15 AA Bty's northern site at Otter River, and

A
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four more in a new poesition, Area E, east of the airpert. To
complete the triasngle, the 6 AA Bty manned a new four-gun
site south-west of camp, Area G. Befors protection ground
the runways was inereased to a grester density as the 25 AA
Bty, comnleting the relief of the 30 AA Bty, put its twelve
4Omm guns inte action (276).

127. With no regimental erganization for anti-aireraft

units at Goose Bay, batteries came directly under Headquarters
Goose Bay Defences for administration, training and operational
control, When a war establishment was approved for the area,

with effect 1 Sep 43, an AA Defence Commander, (Maj H G E Ellis)
was appointed, with an AADC (lieutenant) te gef as technical
adviser to the Area G;mnandar (277). The new establishment
prodied for an Area Commander in addition to the O C inrantry :
battalion. In July 19%3 Lt Col W G T Reach, MC, ED, was appointed
to the post from Aerodrome Defence Director, Atlantic Command, I
succeeding Lt Col Medhurst, who returned to Cansda with his
regiment, the N B Rangers,pr-paratory to proceeding overseas.
Coordination of operational informstion between the R'C A F and
the gunsites was €acilitated by the establishment of No 10 AA

GOR, which was formed in Halifax on 16 Jul 43, and arrived at 3{;

Goose Bay a month later (278), Radar equipment received by thitﬁa

'



1 AA Bty in Sentember 43, and instslled on their sites at

Area "I" gnd Area "E" made it pessible through GOR, contrel _ ﬁ#
for batteries to engage unseen tergets., For the first time, 25
and from that time onward, anti-airoraft units at Goose Bay %
could be considered fully operational (279). k)

128. After a year of service at Goose Bay, AA batteries
were relieved in & full change-over of units that took_ place
during the first two weeks of July 1944, The 1 AA Bty re~
turned to Halifax, its place beingtaken by the 20 AA Bty, the
eight-gun heavy battery originally slated for Goose Bay. r.hlﬁ
‘fhe 15 AA Bty came from Sydney to resume its role in Lm
taking wver from the 6 AA Bty the gunsite in Ares "G", From |
Saint John the 30 AA Bty, now expanded to three troops, re- '

turned to relieve the 125 AA Bty (formerly the 25 AA B”)-(m.' f '_
1a 15 manning the twelve Befors alletted to the ares's Gersioskil
(280), Prepared for a foar's etay at the northern station, the
heavy batteries found their tour of duty cut short in Sep-

tember, when the changing pieture of the War in the European
theatre msde possible further reductions in Canadian defences,

It was decided to maintain only .Beforu trotection fer Goose

Bay. All 3.7 inch guns were taken out of action, and in company
with the personnel of No 10 AA GOR, the 15 AA Bty and the 20 AA

Bty sailed for Bedford on 2 Oct 44 to be disbanded (281). The

end of 1944 found the 30 AA Bty with its twelve 40 mm guns
lupply.ing the only AA defences for Goose Bay.

INDEPENDENT AA BATTERIES —SHELBURNE AND m ]
] dn‘.Z'W"‘" Ll g
129. Separated by distance from the benefits of mmn:a. e

control, anti-aireraft units allocated to Yarmouth and sum
operated during their existence under the administration of the
nearest military formation (see para 65 above). Formed a&' “.';ﬁ' V'L
Aldershot in June 1942 on completion of cadre-training at M}. !
the 45 AA Troop (Type L) moved to Yarmouth in July, siting ﬁp
four Bofors te give protection to the RCAF wirfeld (282). ﬁr$ |




I, &
I!'
only unit in an operational role in the ;..?gt%" the 45 AA -‘gf'

by
Tp came under command of the OC No 60 CA (B) T ¢ (111). Fer fffl.
& year and a half the troop remained at Yarmouth, until the i
general reduction in defences that took place in the autumn or-l
1943 (198), brought ite operational duties to an end. . Guns

were taken out of action on 11 Oct 43, and by the end of the
month the unit had been reduced to nil strength, - its persennel

traneferred to the overseas reinforcement stresm, or nosted to

other batteries in Atlantic Comrand (283).

130, Even briefer wa= the oneratioh;l ixiutcnon of the

26 AA Troop (Type L) formed to furnish AA defences for the new
naval installations at Shelhurne. After organization at the "
AA Artillery Reinforcement Camp at Bedford, the unit arrived 13"_ﬂ_l
S8helburne late in November 1942, and had its guns in action at _
ite VP by the first week in December (284), Operational and'lﬂ;-
ministrative control of thetroop were exercised by the OC Shel-

burne Defences. During the spring and iuuﬁcr of 1943 the

troop carried out a combined operational and training role, one

gun at the water's edge being wallable for anti-notor—flrpm-
boat defence as well as for AA firing (285). In October the
troop came under the axe of large scale reduction (198), and
followed the ''§ AA Tp into disbandment (286).

10 LAA REGT RCA
131, Available to the GOC-in-C, Atlantic Commanrnd as a
votential mobile anti-airorsft reserve wae the 10 LAA Regt,
mobilized on the order of battle of the 7 Div (2487). After
coneentration at Petawawa in July 1942, the regiment, which com-
prised the 6,7,% and 9 LAA Btye drawrn from widely divergent
parte of Canada (288). moved to Sussex at the end of September,
and 8n Novenber Joined the 7 Div at Debert (2#9). Formed on an
establishment of 42 efficers and 1128 other ranks, a number
later cut to 34 and 604, the regiment was allotted 36 Bofors,




whieh were made available in the spring of 1943, 1In June 43

the regiment moved in convoy te Tracadie, to train with other
artillery units of the 7 Division (290)., A reorganizatien te
& three-battery regiment took place, in which the & LAA Bty
wae dropped from the composition of the unit., The total
number of guns in the regiment remained the same, each battery

receiving twelve Bofors in the new distribution.

- A9R, Twice detachments from the 10 LAA Regt were called on
to fill an operatbnsl rele. In June 1943 6 officers and 164
other ranks of the 9 LAA Bty were sent to Saint John te help

man that area's Bofors defences during the period of the Goose
Bay reliefs (291)(-;. para &7 above). They rejoined the regiment
at Tracadie in September (2’!). A welcome break in the rgntino
of training and fatigues came for the personnel of the 6 LAA Bty
in August, when it was ordered on special duty to Quebec City

to aselst in providing AA pretection for the Quebec Conference
(293). Apart from these two exoumsions into the operational
field, unites of the 10 LAA Regt spent thoir days in training and
waiting. At the end of the summer, when the changed scale of
defences in Canada brought about the d1sbandment Sf the 7 Div,
the regiment returned te Debert from Tracsdle for reduction and
reorgenization, From its personnel an eighteen -gun battery en
a cadre basis was formed, the 1,33¥_P’A..§E!1 to be part »of the
1 Trg Bde at Debert, Brafts to overseas units and AA batteries
in Atlantic Command sbsorbed the remaining officers and other
ranks, and bty the end of October the 10 LAA Regt had ceased to
exist, (29%),




PROVISTON OF AA FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT

133. The extent to which the four 3.7" guns of a heavy AA
battery could be said to be in a fully operationsl role was lim-

ited by the nature of the fire control instruments in use at the
gunsites. For every four guns a Predictor (Sperry Ne.5) was
provided, - an ingenious instrument inte which was fed the data
regarding the novennn? of the appreoaching target, and from which
magslip oables transmitted teo the guns the target's future raagﬁ.
bearing and angle of sight. To obtain the necessary informatien
for the Predicter, Height and Range Finders could be employed
when targets were vlllb;a. But the more modern method of detec~
tion of planes, seen or unseen, snd one that gave earlier warning
and more accurate fire-control data, was the use of radar or -
GL sets (see para 17 above). The OL Mk TII¢c set consisted of.
a ZPT (Zone Position Indicator) sweeping over a full 360 degrees
snd giving first warning of aporoaching planes at 60,000 yards
renge, and an APF (Accurate Position Finder) which then pin-pointed
the target by mesns of a concentrated beam reaching out 17,000
yardse, If the target were to be engaged magslip cables carried
the data into the Predictor for transmission tothe guns.
134, The methods then by which heavy batteries could engage
" targets were dependent upon the five control lnutruﬁent: as

follows{295) i~

(a) When neither Bight and Range Finders nor GL gets were
avellable, batteries could only engage by firing concentrations,

(b) With H & RF or GL sets in use seen targete could be
engaged.

(e) The employment of GL sets made the engagement of un-
seen targets possible, i.e. the battery ¥as fully operational (279).
By the end of 1943 the gunsites of the twenty-five heayy AA
troops in the Command were each equipped with a Sperry Pre-
dietor, Height Finder and Telescope Indicator. The number of

radar sets in action had grown in the last six months from



two (at Arvida and Halifax(296)) to fifteen (297).By July 1944

a full complement of GL sets had been supnlied, so that all
gunsites were now tied in with early-warning equipment, and

"8ll could be considered fully operatiomal (298). .
135. Fire control equipment for Bofors guns, which were always
employed for the purpese of engaging visible, low-flying tar-
gets, consisted of the Kerrison No 3 Predicter, normally allotted
on the basie of one per gun (see para 16 gbove). In slternative
or supnlemental use te the Predictor was the British-designed
Stiffkxey Stick (Sights Correctionsl Mark V) which had the ad-
vantage of speed in operation agsinst unexpededly-appearing
targets, though it lacked the Ppedictor's accuracy of fire
control (299). The Stiffkey Stick's mobility in contrast te

the weight of the Kerrison Predictor made it especizlly suited

to the requirements of the mobile light anti-aireraft batteries.
The end of 1943 found enough Kerrisen Predictors and Stiffkey
Sets available in Atlantic Command for every 40mm gun in action
to be equipped with ene type of instrument or the ether (300).

By the middle of 1944, fire control at every Bofors eperational
site was being effected by the use of both a Predicter and a
Stiffkey Stick (301).

OPERATIONAL TRAINING AND PRACTICE SHOUTS
136. One of the most serious training problems confpenting
commanders of AA units in an operationsl role was the difficulty
of obtaining facilities for prsctice sheots for their guns,
While each regiment was empowered to call upon a neighbouring ‘
RCAF station to supoly a towing-plane and dregue, -xporlcn;t
showed that weather conditions and ether adverse factors fre-
quently proved insuperable obstacles. BShoots were more fre-
quently postponed than held as scheduled, as last-minute ne-
tification would come from the Air Force that poor visibility H:
or s damaged plane prevented target-towing service (302). U!ﬁi!ﬂf_
a drogue to shoot at batteries would find other means of ttnti@i;ilh

thelr sccuracy. Hydregen-filled balloons served as targets 'T
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for the Bofors, while a troop of 3.7's might use as an
‘mark the emoke of one of its own shell-bursts hanging
tarily in the sky 5000 feet up (303).
137. Becszuse the majoerity of AA guns defending VP's _
placgd within er near populated areas, it was rarely pdﬂ_;fi
for firing-practiees teo be held at the operational site.
times, as in the case of MeNab's Island in Halifax F _
outlying pesition could be used as a practice site fer all
heavy AA batterics within the regimental area with the guni
being fired out towards the Atlantic Ocesn to the aouth.%?'
(159). 1In other areas, where ne operational site was lufﬁ;;
for sueh a purpose, it was necessary to take guns temno 'h:%j
out of action, and move them to an isolated section of ta"jl
~or the interier where they could be fired without endang f'.;l'l
life or preperty from spent shell fragments. Thus heavy AA
battori.u from the St.Joehns - '.l'omy area went twenty lifw
north te Pouch Cove, beside Cape St Francis for their s}
and Bofore troops from the same n{oa went into the Seuth 31 :
Hille te fire (305), or from Shelburne took thdr guns
Government Point (285). In the Gander and Goose Bay grctﬁy
situated as they were in the heart of the wilderness, prs
could generally be held frem the operational site, the di: ;
of the firing being restricted to certain carefully Ccfigqﬁ
sectors selected with due regard to tht safety of th.‘lhdi@
eamp,
AA CONTROL AT HQ ATLANTIC COMMAND
138. As teohnionl.adviaor dn 2ll artillery matters, :
CA, AA and SL's, the GOC-in-C had the Colonel Fixed Defenc
and AA attached to his Heddqusrters Staff (306). Thes
ment was “Gontinususly filled by Col C V Bighep, MC, until
disbandment of 1t1;nt1¢ Command . The Coleonel Fixed Befences
("and AA" wae sdded in Apr M44) was rispoullblu for
(1) Reconnalssances for sites and ! _{;;:;~
re construction of accommodation and
and installation of all artillery equij

(11) Liaison with Signals with respect to 1
unication affecting artillery in all De



(111) Lisison with Engineers regarding eonstruction
projects affecting artillery i

(4v) Artillery inspections of porlonnol_andnzautﬁ- x
ment =ze might be required by the 800-1 . :

(v) Ce-ordinstion and supervision of artillery

training in co-operation with GS0 1 (Trg).

139. Technieal adviser to the Col FD & AA was the Chief tfll
IG of whose staff more than fifty per cent were AA pere
(307). With the I6 Staff rested responsibility for the sdvi
regarding AA armament installation and re-equipment, the a
ment of tests and calibrations on armament add toehnicgijfzzﬁ
ment, and the supervision of and zssistance in t!IIBIIS‘;{ﬁ
batteries as directed by the Col FD & AA (308). Above the
Atlantic Commend level waes the DGAA Staff at NDHQ (headed by
Ma) Gen 8 C M Archibald, RA, 5 Jul 43 - 30 Jun 44, .na-fg
D R Agnew, 1 Jul 4% - * ) which by shaping the pel
ing AA - protection on both cossts, and by assisting !.-a“f__

selection of sites, by battery inspections and by toohni.ﬂ

-
|!nfl'1
L™

advice to the two Commands, played an important part in th

development of Canadian AA defences,

RESTRICTTONS AND REDUCTIONS
1ko0, The late summer of 1943 saw the peak of expansion ‘
being reached in AA defence on the East Coast. The a.rm'
Axis forces in Neorth Africa and Siecily tegether with the
sing success of Russian troops against the main German
had removed the possibility of any major threat against &
East Coast of North America. In the West the occupation

of a Japanese drive up the Aleutian Chain, and enemy na -
elsewhere in the Pacific had materially lessened the den
aerizl attack on British Columbia from carrier-based ol
the 1ight of the general improvement in the strategical p
and to meet the increased demand for overseas reinforcem
it was necessarv to effect substantial reductions in the
of operational troope in Csnada (198). From 1 Oct 43 man »

strengths of all static AA units in Canada were reduced
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sgale of 20 per cent for heavy, and five per cent for light
batteries. This meant a decrease of 28 gunners per heavy

troop, and three gunners per light troop, and resulted in 2
seving of nearly 1000 men in the batteries affected in At-

AT

-

lantic Command (309). Revision of the establishments eof

the AA GORz alded the manpower situation by providing for

- _:‘:vg

the inclusion of CWAC personnel as operators (310).

e

141, Accompanying these restrictions came withdrawals from
operationsl sites that hsve already been noted. The four

Bofors guns at each of Shelburne, CGaospe, Yarmouth, Isle ®aligne

T Y S,

. Sl o
."“'”’u"?\‘l" T = T Y

and Quebec were withdrawn, and the troops manning them disban-

N

ded or assigned te replace units in sction in Newfoundland

-

(see para 116 above)(311). In the reorganization that follcv.t”é?
the English-spesking batteries of the 26 AA Regt in the Gander f&?-

Ares passed out of exi:tence, 11

142, A year later the centinued improvement in the goﬁnral
situation as "D" day came and pressure on Germany increased
from 21l sides, Joined sgalin with the insistent demand for
Overseas reinforcements te bring further reductione in the
state of Atlantic Command's AA defences. The Arvida sites
closed down in July 1944: heavy AA guns at Saint John were
removed in August; up in Newfoundland the battery defending
Torbay Airport was disbanded in August, and the AA units were
withdrawn from Lewisnorte and Betwood a month later; Goose Bay
lost 1ts heavy AA batteries in September; and at Sydney all
unites of the.23% AA Roét went out of setion in Nevember. The
end of the vear found Halifax, S5t Jehns snd Gander the only
places in the Command at which 3.7 ineh guns were =till in
operation, while in gddition te Bofors pnrotection at these
three ststions, light anti-aireraft guns centinued to be

manned at Saint Johnes and Goose Bay. ; s
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THE ANTIZAIRCRAFT DEFENCES
OF THE ATLANTIC COAST

Definition of Terms

In order to avoid confusion in the use of terme rel t
to Air Defence the following definitions are lnooptod 2
dard:

(a) Aig Defence refers to a combination of all,altiv
efence against alir attack, inoludins Ddih-ll
nnd anti-gireraft units.

- Army Order 91 of 1936.
"Fixed Coast Artillery Defences", paras & - 11,

The Report of tho Joint Staff Sub-Committee on Anti-Aireraft
Defences d.16 AugL‘ listed the AA aorononl considered ne
cessary on the A TIC COAST. Heavy _;ﬁ;.(_ : :
commensurate with their recomme taoal did not reach t
coast until the late summer of 1942, HQS,L7018- 761. ;

i

1.
HQS 20-1-12-11 (Oprs) 4d.17 Jun 41, HQS 728 Vek. 2, -+ '\ét_ ig
Extracte froa Chiefs of Staff Committee Memorandum, . !

cra er irem d. 28 Mar 39, Para 4,
e -

Kppendix 1, Defence Scheme No 3, 4.6 Jul 38. Quoted in VS &qq
638-1-1-1d.27 Jun 41 on HQS 20-1-12-11, Vel. 1. ~

The additional requirements for the Mobile Forece and for =
training unit made the total amounts to be obtained 116 He
AA guns, 30 Light AA gun- and 120 gearchlights = Chiefs i
Staff Committee Memo 4. 28 Mar 39. HQS 7018, Vel. 1 £.145,

HQS 7019, Vol. 2, £.76. P
HQS 7018, FD 9 Vol. 4 4. 1 Apr bo. 2
Gen Staff Memo 24 Sep 39. HQS 7018, Vol. 2. et
HQB 66 Vol. 5 JCS . 4. 9 Feb 38, and Var Diary, HQ WD §'Vel.1,

Tele No 637 4. 11 Nov 39, High Commissioner to Exte: '-,j"“"f,
- HQS 7018, Vol., 2, f,--r;'L3~..

/ \ ]
Chiefs of Staff Committee Memo to Minister. 4. 21 Nov 39, Hﬂg
7018, FD 3, Vo1.2. - l‘

Te. No.Ul43, High Commi-=sioner to Extérnal Affairs l. 30 Iip %‘3 l
39, HAS 7018, Vol 2.

7;1 Novsl EDonlnion, LONDON to External, d. 16 Jan 40. ’“’ﬁﬁ%éﬁ
018 o

NGO 256 Canmilitry to Defensor, d. 1 Apr 40O, HRS 70&!;'!‘& 15 '




14,

15.

16,

17.

18,

19.
20,

21,
22,

2%,

2k,

5.

26,

27.
28,

29.

40 GL Mx TII Sets were ordered 7 Jan 41, and the order

-2-

Chiefs of Staff Committee Memo to the Minister Ar

Dafengc Requirements d. 28 Mar 39, Para 20, on HQ

o - -

Memo Tru1n1#§ of Tradesmen in the Cansdian Army 4.15 Oct lli
Hq él- - ° . . |

An MOO memo to DMA 4,18 Mar %0 disclosed that drawings 4
and specifications for the manufacture of Bofors guns had
been cabled for - HQS 7018, Vol. 4,

Memo re meeting held in Roog 201, House of Gonqonl._on

25 Jun l"O . = 23-A*0AF 4 5] o ol L _Ll*At A
C diar Jepartments with Department of Munit
. V18 2 01, ¥,

Government subsidles amounting to $10,000,000. were autho-
rized to cover initial cost of buildinge, machinery and
equipment, title to all of which was vested in the Crown.
Guns and mountings were to be manufactured for falr and
reasonable profits. - PC 3997 4. 17 Aug 40, -

MGO Memo to DMA 4.8 Jul 40, HQS 7018, FD 175 Vol. 4.

HQ 466-M2-11 (DOS.TS) over HQ 466-M2-15 (DOS.TS) 4.11 Mar 41
on HQS 7018, Vol, 3.

Hon OD HOWE to Hon JL RALSTON, d. 1& Nov 41 on HOS 7506,Vol °
VATEL 2956, Min of Supply, LONDON to External Affairs, OTTAW:
d. 12 Dec 41, on HGS ?5“8, Vol. 3. .

DMA's revort to MGO of visit to LONDON - S,.8023% Vol 4.29
Aug 39.

In hie renort to the MGO from LONDON the DMA wrote:
"It seems clear that lights and sound locgprs will,
in any event be retained for cooperation with aireraft,
but 1f the GL set 1s finally found to be foolproof,
lights, height finders, and sound locators apnear to
be out ingofar as AA shonting 18 concerned. - Op eit.

HQS 8023 Vol 1, 4. 22 Aug 4o, :
One officer, Maj HE TABER, RC 8153, and two NCOs attended a
special course at the Military College of Sclence in Feb U0
HQS 8023% Vel 1, 4. & Dec 39. ' |
CSC memo 4. 17 Aug 40 on HQS 8023, Vel. 1.

Minister of Inter-Service Committee d4.21 Aug 40 on HGS 80i3;
Vel. 1.

) was
increased to 51 a year later, to allow for one set for each
of the 45 gun sectlons (180 guns) on the ultimate scale
gix sets for treining purposes - HQS 8023 FD 30 Vol &, 4..

38 2221 "Troopers advise lights nd sueceseful with AA gu
but trends towards Alr Fighting Zone i1lluminated for
cation ourposes to our fighters. Thks would site 1!

6,000 yvards instead of 3,500 yarde apart." HQS
d. 25 Oct 41,
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HQS 7018 Vol 4 4. 28 Aug 41.

The five fighter zones in CANADA were ST JOHN's - TOR BAY

GANDER LAKE, HALIFAX, ESQUIMALT and ARVIDA. Approved
by CGS 29 Oct 41, on HQS 7018 Vol 4, : ,

»

Of the 37 modern lights 25 were 60" manufactured by Ohllp'i
dian General Electric; 11 were Sperry 60", made in USA;

and one was a British 150 om model supplied ae a pattern

by the War Office., The obsolescent liggtn were 120 om
equipments, HQS 7018 Vol 4 4. 12 Feb 41, '

(HGS 7018 FD 3 Vol 2 4.11 Mar 39, and G8 0786 4.9 Nov 1.

War Diary Md No 6, Vol 1. 4 15 Sep 39.

War Diary Halifax Fortress Vol 1 4. 4 Sep 39.
War Digry 4 LAA Bty., d. 16 Dec 40,

HFS 3-1-1 4. 27 Deoc 40,

HFS 1-7 4.1% Jun 41, .

Minutes of Joint Service Commitiee Meeting No 27, Aﬁs
d. 4 sor 41,

Report on Mobilization in MD No.6. Apnendix 162 to Wapr “%

Diary, HQ MD No.f - September 1939,

}
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G350 43, CGS to DOD MD No.6 4. 9 Oct 39. Anox. 48, to War

D'ary HQ M8 No.f October 1939,
War Diary - 6 AA Bty,, RCA d. 5 Oet 39, % De ¢ 39.
War Diary - 6 AA Bty,, RCA 4. 15 May 39,
Tele.36. DOC MD No.7 to CGS 4. 5 Sep 39.
DMO & T to DOG MD No.7 HQC 7506 FD 6 4.24 Sep 39.
War Diary - & AA Bty., RCA 4, 15 Apr M0,

3

.

J

War Disry 8 AA Bgy.,RCA, d4.11 Jun 40, 12 Sep 40, 20 Sep 40.

War Diary & AA Bty.,RCA, 4. 15 May M1, ;

i "4

Letter OC Saint John Defences to HQ Atlantie Oelmand;
r.r./6-2 4.8 Sep M.

HQS 20-1-12 Org. MR. 1(b) 4. 1 Oct 41. ,
QS/040 letter DOC MD Ne.5 to NDHQ d. 2% Jun %0.
War Diary 14 AA Bty., RCA 4. 14 Jun 41,

War Diary, 14 AA Bty., RCA a.14 Sep 41.

War Diary, 14 AA Bty., RCA 4.11 Dec 41,

War Diary, 14 AA Bty., RCA 4.26 Jan 42,

War Diary , 14 AA Bty., RCA 4.24 Mar 42, & Apr 42,
H.Q.5.8538-7 Vol. 2, 4. 13 Jan 42,
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E.G. In ACS 11-0-4 4.27 Nov 41 the Jo'nt Service
Committee drew attention to the rdatively much
gregter need for inereased defences as compared
with Saint John, N.B,, and Gander Airport.

Narrator's interview with 2;18' L.C.Goodeve, A/GOC-1in-C,,
Atlantic Commend, 12 Dec - .

ACS 4-10 4.5 Oet 40, ‘
HQS #6494 FD 678 (Oprs) d4.13 Nov MO,

HQS 20-1-12 Org MR 1(b) 4.1 Oet M1,

HQS 20-1-12 FD 4 Org MR 1(b) 4. 15 Oct H41.

W.E, Can V/19%0/327 M/1

WE Cdn V/19%0/327/1

HQS 20-1-12 FD 12 (SD1) 4, 18 Dec 41. The 5 AA Bty.

ror Gander wns to be composed of active personnel. !ﬁo 12AA

- gb_lffg Arvida vo ld-bo !;znﬁr-tpanking

HQS 7018 FD 35 MR 1 d.21 Feb 42,
HQS 7018 Vol, 4 4.29 Oect 41, '
27 May 42,

HQS 701& FD 52 MR 1 d, 27 May 42.

The anticipations were well founded. In December 19&2
a DMO & P Memo to D3D (W) states that "3.7 inch gune
are at present being rooetteﬁ faster than porsonnol
are avallable to man them.," -~ HQS 7506-6 Vol, 1,

d. 7 Dec 42, :

CGS Memo to Minister 4,12 Feb 42 on HQS 7018 FD 35 (DSD).
The dates of suthorization of the new units was as follows:

(1) ﬁé - Bty, L5 AA Tp, 46 AA Tp,-16 Apr 42 HQS 7018,
(11) 42 aaA Btv, - 10 May 42, HQS 701& FD 49 MR 1.
(111) hz AA By, 5 1 AA Bty, 52 AA Tp, 53 AA Bty.,
o 3 5 it i B
AA n
v 55 28 o7 !ﬁél ?noa R L Y, u '
Note (b). Appendix to HQS 7018 FD 46 MR 1 4.16 Apr 42,

Meeting No.75, Joint Service Committee, d. 5 Jun 42,
File ACS 10-10.

.WE for 4 Goaat Bty, RCA (ua. ec), Can V/19%0/%22 D/1,
d.1 Aug 42, Page 5 note (a) stated that personnel for
the AA Sections wora not to be provided until nnﬁhorilol
by NDHQ. See plso Hl for 6 Coast Bty, RCA (L1
Cdn V/1 /322 P 14.1 ‘Ff/ 2; Ht for 51 Coast 5‘
(Devils), Cdn V/1¢ ]3 Aug 42; WE for Coast
Bty., RCA lchsbuete). €dn V 1 940/324 B/2 a.1 Nov 42; ete

HQS 7018 FD 52 (Oprs) 4. 19 Mer U2,
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The origingl five, authorized to full strength
on 1 Oct 41, were the 1,6,7,8 and 14 AA Btys.

The AA Staging Camp (Ser8#7) at Debert was autho- .
rized by the AG on HQS 7018 FD 35 MR 1 4. 21 Feb

42, and .1tes establishment of 4 offrs and 61 ORe

vas made effective 1 Apr 42, HQS 701% Vol. 6 MRl

Mob 455 4.20 May 42, On 15 Jun 42 the Stsging

Camp moved to Aldershot, ACS 5-10-0-11 d. 27 Mayl2,

ACS 5=10=0-11 d.27 Feb 42, and HQS 7018 FD 35, MRl
d.21 Feb 42,

CD&AA Prosress Report d4.28 Jan 42, HQS8538-10 Vol.l.
Tbid, d. 4 PFedb 42,
Vol. 2 4.25 Feb 42,

Statement to Narrator by Maj F.J.Irwin, 0.C.,
146 AA Bty. (formerly OC Heavy AA Wing, A-23).

e 12 AA Bty., with 7 offrs and 312 ORs left Debert
Jun 42, arriving at Arvida two days later. War
Diary, 12 AA Bty., RCA., 4.6 Jun k2,

War Diary, 4 AA Bty., RCA., 4.30 Sep 42,

The 16 AA (MG) Bty manned twelve U.S, .5AA machine
guns at Gander from Apr 41 to Mar 42,
-ACS 10-4-0-0 4, 4 Mar 41,

War Diary, 5(later 105)AA Bty., RCA, 4.29 Apr 42,

The following cadres completed training on 30 Apr 42:
40 mm X 2#,22,26.2 ,28,29,30 Btys, AA.

!:z; guns: 7,1%,15,16,18,19,20 Btil, AA.

— Progress Report d.li Apr .42 HQS g538-10Vol.2,
Aﬁoendlx "A" 1gsued with HQS 7018 FD 52 MR 1., 4.

2

Apr 42 shows the following distribution from
. training Centres to AA units in Atlanti® Command.

FROM TO :
3 12 16 18 2% 85 T B TOTAL
AABty AABtyAARyAABYAARYAABvAAByAARy.
Al
(Petawawa)25) 90 137 43 66 20 W1 & 416

A.2.

(Petavwawa)23 15 55 95 158 346
A.23, ]
(Halifew)-§2. 79 B W 218

TOTALS &5 90 I37 137 162 67 13 162 980

AA Units Concentrating at Debert during May and
moving in June to their respective stations
were as follows:

40 mm : 24 AA Bty to Sydney, 25 AA Bty to

Saint ’aﬁ% NB, 27 AA Bty to 8t.John's, Nfld.,

30 AA Bty to Goose Bay.

E.E' Eunt: 14 AA Bty to St.John's, 18 AA Bty to
pending arrival of 41 AA ﬁty). 16 AA Bgy

to GCgnder (where its personnel were absorbed by

the EI AA Bty). '

-gnl ;A Progress Report 16 Jun 42 HQS 8538-10
ol. 5.
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Training cadres whose units did not immediately
concentrate were the 15 AA Bty (H) authorized for
Goose Bay, 19 AA Bty (H) for Halifax, 20 AA Bty(H)
for Shelburne, 26 AA Bty (L) for Shelburne, 28 AA
Tp (L) for Botwood and 29 AA Tp (L) for Lewisporte.
While the 15 AA Bty concentrated at Wright's Bprook,
(vacated by the Heavy AA Wing of A-23), and moved
to Goose Bay before the end of July, the formation
of the other batteries was long delayed. On 1 Oct
42 the 19 AA Bty, whoss cadrm had been attached
for further training to the 1 AA Bty a2t Burnside,
was brought up to strength, and placed guns in
action at Prince's Lodge and Navy Island Cove Sites
on either side of Bedford Basin (War Diary, 19 AA
Bty d. 14 Nov 42). Formation of the 20 AA Bty
did not take place until the spring of 1943, when,
after successive cancellations of intended operational
roles at Shelburne and Goose Bay, it relieved the
1 AA Bty at Halifax in June (ACS 11-0-%, d4.13 Apr 43),
The 26 AA Tp completed formation at the Artillery
AA Reinforcement Camp at Bedford (orlginnlly theAA un-
1t Staging Camp) in November 1942 (ACS 5-10-0-11-10
d.12 Nov 42), moving into operation at Shelburne
on 27 Nov., The cadres for the 28 and 29 AA Troops
moved to Bedford on 16 Deec 42 (War Diary, Arty AA
Reinforcement Camp d.16 Dec 42), but it was not
until the following June that the batteries reached
Botwood and Lewisporte respectively, -

Cadres for the 41,45 and 46 AA Btys trained at A23
during May and early June; for the us,h9,50,51,52_23
and 54 AA Btye during June and July; for the 55,5
and 57 AA Btys, from mid-July to the end of August,
From CD & AA Progress Reports, HQS #538-10 Vol, 3.

Memo DMO & P to DSD (W), recommending that AR Training
Sehonls be provided with more equipment, HQS 7506-6
Vol. 1, 4. 7 Deec 42,

o.ff -

Ak

CD & AA Progress Reports, HQS 8538-10. Vol. 2 d. 18 Jnl 42.

HQS #538-7 4. 30 Sep 42,

For Atlantic Command 39 AA Btys; for Pacific Commsnd
25 .

DM&R Memo to DAG (A). HQS 7018 FD 76 MR 1. 4.7 May %2.

Comnletion of the 6 Div and mobilization of three Bde
Gps of the 7 Div were authorized on 18 Mar 42,

-CGS Memo to the Minister 4.24 Mar 42 HQS 20-1-2;a
Completion of the 7 Piv and mobilizatien of three Sde
Gps of the & Div were authorized on 21 May - HQS 20-4-
5 "Rl. .

Information regarding the Heavy AA Wing of A23 was lﬂg’%t:!
to the Narrastor by Maj. F.J. Irwin, former OC of the W >

CD & AA Ppogrecss Report, d. 31 Oct 42, HQS -10 Vol. 3,
shows 3.7'E:t Torbay and 40 mm Bofors at S zloi Bot-

wood, St.John's and Bell Island, swalting personne
to man them,



105.
106.

107.

108,

109.

110,

-7 -

Ibid. d. 15 Jan 43,

Appx II te ACS 11-0-4 4, 15 Sep 43, en
HQS 7506-3  Vel. 3,

CGS Memo to Minister 4/22 May 42, HQS
7018 FD 61, Vel. 10, The recommendations
of the GOC-in-C, Atlantic Command followed
earlier proposals submitted to him from
lower format'ons in the Command. In Nev
41 Cel. €.8, Craig, Commander Halifax For-
tress urged the amalgamation of all AA
guns and AA Searchlights in the area inte
an AA Regt, in order to centralize all AL
defence units under one head, and produced
sound operational and administrative organi-
zation (HFS 1-5 d.16 Nev 41). Mgj. Gen.
L.F.Pace, GOC Cdn Tps Newfld, urged the
establishment of an AA Repgt HQ, or the
appointment of an AA Staff Officer at
Force HQ. He pointed out independent
AA Batteries lacked the provision of sub-
units or detachments normally in Regimen-
tal or Brigade establishments (e.g. Signils,
Ordnance and Survey perconnel) -

WFS 3-4-19-1, d. 12 Mar 42,

Mob 513, HQS 7018, FD A1, MR 1 4.6 Jun 42,

Effective dates for the formation of AA
Regts were as follows!

HQ 21 AA Regt 1 Aug 42
HQ 22 AA Regt 8 Sep U2
HQ 23 AA Regt 16 Aug Y42
HQ 24 AA Rert

HQ 25 AA Regt. 13 Aug 42
HQ 26 AA Regt 18 Aug 42

Original grouning of AA units in Atlantic
Command by Regiments is shown in Appx "A"
to HQS 7018 FD 61 MR 1 4.6 Jun 42 as follows:

Area end Location = Unit Type  orren CBRCL.
Hgllfax Area HQ 21AA Regt 7
ax 1 AA Bty 2H 12
18 AA Bty 2H 12
e 3 3
y
§ Ah Bt N
2 AA MG ;gt
1 AA 8/L Bty 12Lights




111.

Saint John Areas
ain 0

Monecton

Gaspe
]

Sydney Area
Sydney

terj g

St.John-Terbay Area
BT.EoEE-Teran ,

Bell Isl.

Gander Lake Area
ander o

Botwood

Lewisnorte

(]

The AA Bty

v

HQ 25 AA Regt
14 AA Bty
54 ‘A Bty
27 AA Bty
48 AA Bty
55 AA 9ec.
16 AA Mg Bty

-
2H 12 326
2L T 1?';
L 3 -
H < 171
L 3 77
6 6
ER éa
2H 12~ 6
41, 14 320

o
2H 12
2L 7
2L 7
L 2
5]
-
2H 12
eL 1
12Lights E
L
X
L 3
o ——

at Yarmouth came under the com and of

0.C. No.h0 CA(B)TC - Para 3(b) AC8 5-10-0-11-35
d. 17 Oct 42; at Shelburne and at Goose Bay the
0.C. Shelburne Defences and the 0.C, Goose Bay
Defences vwere responsible for the AA Unite in

their respective areas,
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ACS 5-10-1-1 4. 13 Aor 43,
ACS 5-10-0-11-35 4a. 17 Oect 42,

Grouni of AA, t
Ma). Gen. tfﬁgna !ﬂbc-tn-c) and Brig. L.C,

a
Goodeve, (BGS) were strong advocates of placing

all the A.A, Regts into an A.A, Bde. commanded

by a Brigadier. This view is outlined in H.Q.
letter A.C,.S.,5-16-0-11-35 4/19 Nov 42 gddressed

te N.D,.H.Q.

Sueh an srrangement would parallel closely the
eet up in Eastern Alr Command. R.C.A.F. preposals
for air defence (Appendix "B" to ACS 5-10-0-11-35
d/21 Oet 42) showed that R.C.A.F, control was cen-
tralized in two main groups, 1.e. a group H.Q.
at Eastern Alr Command, Halifax, and one at St.
Joehn's, Nfld (Ne.l Group R.C.A.F.). It was con-
eldered thet A.A, grouning from a geographical
and co-operative point of view should conform., -

Colonel J.S. Muirhead of the British Army Staff,
Washington, had recomménded on discussion the
;nnointnant of a Brigadier to commani the A.A,

erts. Z

An Aonendix submitted to N.D.H.Q, showed an A.A,
Bde. H.Q, at Halifax under which were grouped the
A.A, Regts at Halifax, Saint John (including
Moneton and Gaspe), Arvida, Shelburne (including
Goose Bay) and gydney, with a separate A A, group
H.Q. under the Bde. 2 1/e¢ stationed at St.John's
in control of the Regts at St.Jﬁhn'a and Ggnder.

The Anti-Aireraft of the New “ngland Sector,
U,8.A., followed the Bge syctem. The chain of
eantroi was Eastern Defence Command to A.A.A.
Command to 46 Bde A,A. This Bde controls all
A.A, units for tactics and training. For other
purﬁneon they came under New Englnd C.A. Sector.

6 Bde operated a central G.0.R, tied in to the
Air Corps Filter Centres. The G.0.R, was located
in the same building as the Fighter Command Op-
erations Room. It cont®lled all A.A. Artillery
and covered the whole of the New Englend Sector.

With Atlantic Command having parallel brundaries
to Eastern Alr Command similar co-nordination between
A.A, Arty. and R.C.A.F. appeared logical.

These recommendations to NDHQ were not concurreé
in.,

HQS 7018 FD 145 (MR 1) 4.6 Aug 42, and GO 332/42

w.e. 1 Jul 42, ,

Record of AA Units, Hglifax Fortrees. 4. 18 Dec 44
Prepared for Narrator, -

HQS 701% FD 145 (MR1l) 4. 6 Aug 42, .

Tbid. pare. 4 Interim War Establishment used was
Cdn V/1940/326B/1. Strength returns for June 1943
whowed GOR's in Atlantic Command well below strength
as follows: No.l, 5 offrs & 250 ORs; No.3 0 & O;
No.%, 1 &9; No.5 2 & 14; No. 7, 3 & O; No. 8, 5&6.

Authorized by 6.0, 103/43, w.e. 15 Jan 43,

Authorized by G, 0,199/43 w.e, 1 Agr 43, Bee also
Wer Diary, 10 AA GOR 4. 16 Jul 43,
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CD & AA Arty Progress Report, HQS 8538-10 Veol. 2,

d. 18 Aug 42.

"Telephone Circults to A.A.O0.R., Appx "C" 1 -
Poliey and Regulations for Fixed Signals Ser-

vieces in Canads.

Duties of a GDO, Memo DGAA to D. Pers.
4-12-B (DGAA) d. 11 Dec U3,

HQS 20-1-12 Org MRl b. 4, 1 Opt ¥1,
HQS 20-13-12-1 FD 49 (D0S,T8) 4. 13 Oet

HQS 20-

41 directed

that the 12 AA searchlights and generators for
Newfoundland Airnort (Cander) be made availhble
for training purnoses st Halifax, until em-

placements were ready at Ggnder,
HQS 20-1-12 FD 7 MR 1 4, & Nov M1,
GO 301 d. 15 Jun 43, w,e. 1 May 43,
HS, 80-2-3, 21 Aug LO,

The 5 obsolete lights were built by Dobson

and Barlow in 1918, Of the modern 60

"one was a Sperry (U.S5.) model, the other

in.11

a War Office pattern equipment, built hy._fj;”

and Hernsley.

“We had the satisfaction of knowing we played
a major role in helpning one lost erew to find
home, thus prebubly saving twe lives and s Quarter

of a million dollars worth »f airoraft."

5 Speecial Meobile AA 8/L Tp RCA, d.30 Jun 43,

No.12 AA Searchlight at South-East Pass
sited in conjunction with Devil's 0.A.

e was 80

”.

From notes supnlied te Ntfrttor by Cel, C.S,.Crailg,

0.C, Halifax Fortress, 29 Nev S
Can Vv/1540/%28 T/1 4a.10 Jun L2,

War Diary

ACS 10-5-0-11-32 4.2 Jul 42, and GO 289/42, effective

10 Jun %2,

5 Spee Mob AA S/L To, Dally Order No.l a/8 Jul 42,

Daily Order.No. 14 da/17 Aug U2,
Daily Order No.25 d/9 Sep k42,

CD & AA Progress Report a/17 Oct k2, HQS &°538-10 Vbl;é
Moves of thdPSpec Mob AA S/L Tp were as follows:

To Debert, ;{ Ogt 42 Pennifield Rldg

Greenwood, 4 Dec 42; Debert, 1 Fe

7 May 43; Pennfield, 9 Jun 43; Greenwood
Unit War Diary, same date.

e, 7 Nov 42;
43; Greenwood,
, 20 Aug 43;

-
"
L
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"ACS 11-0-U, 4. 7 Oet 42,
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5 Spee Mob AA 8/L Tp ROA =
Ibid. '
Ibid. d/22 Jul 44,

MD 6 Admin, Order No.19 a/27 Ma
16 AA S/L Tp lesvi -.
John's, Appx B te

Oet 42,

War Diary 16 AA (MG) Bty
Tbid. da/21 Apr U2, R
Tbid. aleo Mar 42 and 23 Jw

l?s 5-1-# a/30 Oet 42,
AA (MG) Bty RCA a/

Joint Services thnlttoo.

CSC 100 4 4 Feb 43, The revie
Chiefs of Staff Committee w
(.§‘:;::::.l- manpover sit
a 11
economy in t respect.

(b) The effect on ﬂu n :
of Chiefs of Staff
of four 3.7" ﬁ rom
stituting att tlvt tang
bombing.

llli ".o

(4) The existence of a -obn
in each Command &nd the p:
in specific
thereof not

part of the nnlﬁoiﬂi"
ACS 11-0-4 Vol. 5 B/) m 43 My
HQS 7018, F© 224 D. 23 Mar 43,
HQS 7018 FD 201 (epra) t. 23
I%i;t'. —— — — :
a. 23 Jhn i) :
p:zfmnﬁ.;r .;m disbanded 5
bring the 29 AA Bty (Type L)

to strength.

1_ -?.__‘* Tyl
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For General Staff approval of these changes see
HQS 7018 FD 201 (Oprs) 4. 5 Feb 43,

ACS 11-0-4 4,15 Sep 43. &ppx I.

ACS 11-0-F 4. 13 Apr 43,

At Morrin Lake and Russell Lake,

The 20 AA Bty moved to Goose Bay on 3 Jul U4,

ipments
received from the War Office earlv in 0 were
on statie mounts (see psra 28), In 12 hen ¢
full allotment of mobile gune becsme available,
it was the intention of the Fortress Commander
to place these static equipments at McNsb's
Island (where mobility would be of no advantage.)
Before congtruection work had been completed on
the sites orders were received to place four
mobile guns on MeNab's Island. This apparent
incongruity 1s explained by the fact thst the
MgoNab battery became the practice site for all
heavy AA units in the Halifax area, and the
resultant expenditure of barrels necessitated
the use of the Cgpnadian-made guns. -(From gggord
of Anti-Aircraft Units, Halifax Fort .

ec U4, as supp e Narra . .5,
Cralg, Fortress Commander).

It will be recalled that the four 3.7" ogg

The 19 AA Bty put four guns inte action at
Prinece's Lodge site on the west side of Bedbrd
Basin on 1U Nov 42, and four at Navy Island
Cove, on the Eget side, &n July and August 1943,

HQS 7018 FP 52 MR 1 4.1 Apr 42. The battery
moved to Arvida from Debert on 10 Jun 42, re-
turning to Halifax on 5 Aug 42,

The 18 AA Bty put four guns in action at Pyr-
cell's Cove in Sep 42, and four at Rockhead
on 3 Feb 43,

ACS 5-10-0-11-20 4. 23 Apr 43,

From March te October 1942 the 4 AA Bty RCA styled
itself the 4th Cdn A/A Bty (L) RCA, to distinguish
iteelf from the PF unit of the same number that
had gone overseas with the 2 LAA Regt after
serving in Halifax from the outbreak of War until
the end of 1940 . The unit's PT T Order No 2
d.2% Mar 42 instruete that all mail shall be
addressed care of the 4th Cdn A/A Bty (L) RCA,
and all battery orders are seo subseribed unptil
Pt I Order No 26 4 2 Opt 42, which is signed
by the 0C, 4 AA Bty (4L), - a change which co-
incided with the formation of the 21 AA Regt
RCA, NDHQ guthority for the.designation has
not been discovered.

G0 412/1943 redesignates the follewing units
effective 1 Sep 43

5 AA Bty RCA to 105 AA Bgy RCA

25 AA Bty RCA to 125 AA Bty ROA
L6 AA Bty RCA to 146 AA Bty RCA
ug AA Bty RCA to 148 AA ng RCA
5% AA Bty RCA to 154 AA Bty RCA
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The round trip by rail from Saint John to Gaspe
occuplied a week, and could not be undertaken

very frequently. The Commander Gaspe Defences
writes to HQ Atlantic Command in April 1943,

"It was hoped that the O C, 22 AA Regt RCA would
visit Gaspe before this report was submitted seo
that he could have more accurately assessed the
standard of training reached by these unite. Hence
this r port was delayed until the last minute to
get the benefit, 1s possible, of more &pert advice."
G.D.8.4-10-0-3 d.29 Apr 43,

The Reduction in Operational Troops in Canads, effec-
ted in October and November 1943 pemoved the Bofors
troope at Yarmouth, Shelburne and Gaspe. Apnendix
"C*, CG3 Memo to the Minister, HQS 20-1 FD 110
d.30 Aug 43. Sae slso para 140bslow.

At Loch Lomond site and Beaconsfield, NE and SW
respectively of the Harbour.

The 25 AA Bty arrived at Coose Bay from Saint John
on 1 Jul 43, The 30 AA Bty arrived at Saint John
from Goose Bay on 9 Jul 43, -War Diary HQ 22 AA Regt
RCA (on dates given), -

From interview with Capt D.A.Schofield, HQ Atlantie
Command 24 Nov 44 formerly Ad). 22 AA Regt RCA.

The 30 AA Bty left Saint John for Goose Bay on 23 Jun
44, The 125 AA Bty arrived at Saint John from Goose
Bay in two flighte on 17 Jun and 16 Jul 44, -war
Diary HQ 22 AA Regt RCA (on dates given).

Disbandment of 22 AA Regt w.e. 5 Sep 44 --War Diary HQ
22 AA Regt, RCA, d.31 Aug 44,

J/C 5-1-2-3 over J/8 1-5-6 4. 14 Aug 44 effectéd the
reduction of the 125 AA Bty to a $roop (Type L)
W.E. 31 Aug 44,

The 50 AA Bty sites were at Cosset Lske and South Bar;
the 51 AA Bty sites were at Jacksonville and the
Wireless Station behind Nerth Bar.

The 6 AA Bty arrived at Goose Bay 2 Jul 43, and returned
to Sydney on 17 Jul 4%, “War Diery, 6 AA Bty RCA, both

datrs.

Reduction of the 2i AA Bty to 12 gun strength was
effected on 1 Nov 43, Narrator's interview with
Capt. A B Ferguson, Adjt. 23 AA Regt 15 Dec 44,

The 27 AA Bty left St John's for Syggcy on 17 Mar 44 -
War Diary 27 AA Bty RCA 4,17 Mar ,
The 24 AA Bt{ left Sydney for St John's on 13 Mapr Ui -
War Diary 24 AA Bty RCA 4,13 Mar 44,

2 offrs and 60 ors of "C" Tp 24 AA Bty, left Sydney for

Gooee Bay on 7 Jul 44 - war Diary 27 AA Bty RCA, 4.
20 Jun, 7 Jul and 11 Jul M4,

From records of Lt Bryan, AA Armament Officer, HQ At-
lantie Command, supolied to Narrator, 28 Nov 44,

HQS 20-4-12 FD 25 (Org Al c¢) 4.5 Dec B4,
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Appointment of Commanding Officers of the 23 AA
Regt RCA were:

Lt-Col R F Capel 16 Aug 42 to 18 Mar 4i
Lt-Col I B MacCallum 25 Mar 44 to 31 Dec 4&4.

As in effect at the end of 1943, Can V/19%0/326/1
with Amdts 1 to 9.

Arvida Defences "Situation Report for week endi
15 Jan 44%, Commander's remarks, A.R.8 5-5-2 4.3 Feb Uk,
Correspondence between the Commander, Defended
Area Arvida and DOC MD 5 early in 1 urged the need
for a new War Establishment for "An Area and a Head-
quarters Anti-Aireraft Regiment RCA, Defended Area-
Arvida®, which would replsce the existing HQ AA Regt
establishment (7 & 42) and substitute a strength of
8 offrs and &9 ORs.

War Diary QG 24 Regt DCA, ARC, 4. 6 Juin %2.

Prior to Lt-Col Samson's arrival, 4 Jul 42, Maj (later
Lt-Co2) I B Mage Callum had been acting commander of
the Arvida Area.-War Diary QG 24 Regt DCA ARC d4.5Juill2.

The 70 LAA Bty of the & LAA Regt RCA, papt of the U4
Arm'd Div stationed at Sussex, sent two treops teo
Arvida on 6 Apr 42 to relieve the Bofors role of the
14 AA Bty on its move to Newfoundland (see para 36).
The two troops of the 70 LAA Bty returned to Sussex
on 6 Jun 42, and proceeded overseas with the & LAA
Regt at the end of Julz ~- War Diary & LAA Regt RCA,
d. 6 Apr 42 agnd 6 Jun 42,

The 12 AA Bty had & Bofors in action bysJun 42, 10 by
15 Aug 42, 12 by 31 Aug 42, end 16 (ultimate scale)
by 18 Sep 42.- Progress Reports HQS 8538-10,

The 18 AA Btﬂ arrived at Arvida 9 Jun 42, and was relie-
ved by the 41 AA Bty on 3 Aug 42, - War Diary HQ 24
AA Regt RCA, 3

War Diary QG 24 Regt DCA ARC 4.15 Mal 42,
CD & AA Progress Revort, HQU &538-10 4.4 Nov U2,

53 AA Bty reached Arvida on 15 Jun 43 with four 3.7" guns,
w'ich were taken over by the 17 AA Bty. On 28 Jun four
more 3.7" guns arrived from Ordnance, to complete
the scale. On 2 Jul 43 the four 3" 20ewt. guns that
had been manned by the 17 AA Bty weres shipped te Ord-
nance MD No 3. to be forwarded later to Sgult Ste.

Marie. War Diary HQ 24 AA Regt RCA (Entries on dates

given).

ACS 1-2 a.21 Jun 43, This smended AC Oper. Inst. No .60
d.29 Mar 43, under which the tacticsl command of
Arvida Defences were mxercised directly by\the ooc-zn-
c The amdendment was embodied in AC Oper Inst Neo 6 D

. d.30 Sep 43.

Q3/063 (Pers.C) AA & QMG MD No 5 to Comdr. Arvida De-
tﬁneea d.8 Jul 43, and HQS 20-1-12-1 FD 78, HQS 20-1-
12-8 FD 23' d.6 J u’. -

HQS 20-4-12 (SD 1) 4.27 Apr 43,

' fou i roops plus
A battery oL TIRS Pune thnd cairled on TostabiERoRR o}
9 offrs and 189 other manks, ;.
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196, Conversion and redesignation of 12 AA Bty effective "J
15 Oet 43, HQS 20-4-12-1 Vol, 1 AG to GOC-in-C, ‘
Force "W", 4. 15 Oct 43,

197, Eg:~ 35-10 d.7 Sep 43, and War Diary 60 AA Bty 4.8-18 1
198. CGS Memo to Minister, "Reduection in Operati-nal Troops %

in Cgnada", Apcx "C". HQS 20-1 FD 110 4.30 Aug 43, |
199. The 17 AA Bty left Arvida on 6 Oect 43 (War Diary 63 AA |

Bty d.6 Oct 43), and embarked at Halifsx on 25 October,
-HQS 8538-10 d.3%1 Oct 43,

200, Note on organizstion of 26 AA Regt (FS), from file AA

6-2-0 (Org) en ACS 5-10-0-11-35 Vel.2 d. lNov 43,
201, War Diary, 24 AA Regt RCA, d,23 Jul 44,
202, Tbid 4.15 and 16 Aug 4%,
203, Ibid 4,11 Oct 44,
204, Tbid d.31 Dee U4,
205, Thid 4.15 Jan 45, and HQS 20-4-12 (Org ALI G), Org 426,

d. 27 Dec U4,

206,
nspector Genera
file NA 2-5-2-1.

207. HQS 20-2-12-1 (Oprs) d.17 Feb 41, '“ﬂ WF 236 Force "W"
te Atlantie Com'd 4.3 Feb 41. Apox 4 te War Disry
HQ Force "W" Feb 41, ;

208, ACS 10-4-0-0 4.% Mapr 41,

209, War Diary, HQ Foree "W* 4,25 Apr M1,

210, WFS 11-3-1 4.6 Feb 41, Aopx 6 te War Diary, HQ Force
"W" Peb 41,

211, WFS 45 Ferce "W" to Atlantiec Comd 4.5 Jul 41, Appx 10
te War Diary, HQ Force "W* for Jyly 41.

212, War Diary 7 AA Bty RCA d. 17 Deec 41,

213, ACS 11-0-4 (A1) d.19 Jun 42, and Progress Report, H@s
8538 - 10 Vel. 2 d.20 Mar 42,

214, Laid down by the GOC Foree "W" at a meeting with Oes
Regts, 5 Oct 42, War Diary 25 AA Regt RCA, Appx A Nev k2,

215. G0 256/1942.

216. war Diary HQ 25 AA Regt RCA, Nov 42. Appx A.

217. HQS 20-4-12-1-B (DSD) 4. 31 Mar 42. "“E" Tp, 102 LAA Bty,
8 LAA Re@t RCA moved from Sussex to Force "W" 4 Aor 43,
at the same time that two troepe of the 70 LAA Bty _
went to Arvida. The troep returned to Sussex on & Jul 42,
War Disry, HQ & LAA Regt RCA, 4.} Apr 42,
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War Diary 25 AA Regt RCA a.21 Dec 42,

By the end of July 43 the 48 AA Bty had eight Bofors
in action around the Torbay Airpmt, with Bty HQ at
North Camp,

By the end of February 1943 the 54 AA Bty had four 3.7"
guns at South Camp end four at X 's Pond, two miles
north-west of St.Johns. HQS #538-10 4.28 Feb 43, and '
Operational-Location Statement St Johns, Nfld, 4.21 Jun 43,

The 14 AA Bty moved from North Camp Torbay to Pe ell
Road, St,Johne, on 11 May 43 - War Diary HQ 25 A% t,
RCA, d.11 May 43,

War Diary 55 AA Sec RCA 4.28 Deec 42,

From 0C's Standing Orders, Anpendix to War Diary,
55 AA See RCA, d. Jan U43,

HQS 7018-FD 52 Oprs 4.5 May 42 and 29 Jul 42 Alge
68 0396 4.1 Aug k2, :

War Diary HQ 25 AA Regt RCA, 4.6 Jul 43,

ACS 5~10-0-11-29 d.28 Sep 3, snd War Diary 55 AA
Bty RCA, d.31 Ot b3, : o

See Extracts,
personal diary o
NA 2-5-2-2,

SCMA/5/54 4,70 Apr 43, Ma) Gen Archibald, DGAA, to
Comd, Force "W",

Intelligence Summary No.5 AA GOR d.IR_Dea 42, appx A
to War Disry HQ 25 AA Regt RCA, Rec 42,

Aetusally more than a year was to OIIBIO before the move
was finally made on 4 Apr 44, - War Diary HQ 25 AA Regt,
RCA, d.4 Apr b4,

Gen Page to GOC in C Atlantie Command. WFS 2-3-0,
FD 1’ d.u- Ha’ '#'j,

Moves were made on 16 Deec 43, E% situation
Report, AAS 25-1-7 d.18 Dee 43, - Appx B te Wir Diary
HQ 25 AA Regt, RCA d. Dec 43,

War Digry HQ 25 AA Regt RCA d.11 May 44, The site

was variously called South Side Hills, Black Hesd Hills,
and Blsekhesd Road Site.

Tbid., @, 29 Feb 44,

Ibid. d.13 Mar 44,

Ibid, d. 23 Aug 44, The 148 AA Bty took the eight guns
out of sction on 14 Aug 44 (See 179) Date of disbandment
was 31 Aug 44, War Diary 148 AA Bty RCA, seme date.

Lt-Col R F Cgpel assumed command of the 25 AA Regt RCA,
on 19 Apr U4,
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Unnumbered cypher telegram from Governor of Newfound-
land to External Affairs 4.25 Jun 40 HQS 7410 Vel.l.

Instructions to OC QORC (who succeeded 1 Bn Black
Watch) HQS 7410, Veol.2 4.29 Jul Mo,

Gun position shown on Battery Defence Scheme, Apox to
Weekly Intelligence Revert YRS 3-4-0 4,30 Apr 42,
Apox D te War Disry 7 AA Bty RCA ‘Apr 42,

The originally planned composition of the 26 AA Regt
included the 2 AA SL Btg, the 56 AA Bty (H) for
Botwood, and the 57 AA Bty (H) for Lewisporte. For-
mation of the Searchlight battery vwas deferred in-
definitely (see para 70), while the heavy batteries
for Botwood and Lewisporte were disbanded while still
in the cadre stage when it was décided to disecontin

HAA defence for isolsted VPs (see para #1), :

Tele.Q3641 d.18 Aug 42, Atlantic Command to Defenser,
refers to the return tc the US Army of four 3, in AA
guns on 1 Aug, eight,.5AA machine guns on 19 and
four on 24 Jun, and states that five AA se ights
would be turned over about 1 Sep U42,-ACS 11-7 (Q.L.)

Progress Report C & AA Defences HQS #53%8-10 Vol.2 4.
17 Oet 42,

Effective 1 Sep 43, HQS 20-4-12-B (Org Al1C) 4.8 Oct 43,

The 28 AA Bty arrived at Botwood with four Bofors en
14 Jun 43 - Frem Unit War Diary of ssme date.

The 29 AA Bty reached Lewisporte on 16 Jun 43 - From
Unit War Diary of same date,.

Progress Repert C & AA Defences, HQS 8538-10 Vol.3
d. 7 Jul Kgf

Wer Diary HQ 26 AA Regt RCA d.22 Aug 43. The "Defence
Scheme, Gander Area", Appx D to War Diary HQ 26 AA
Regt RCA d.26 Oct 43, reports the 56 AA Bty in a non-
operationsl role at North Camp.

Tbid, d4.11 Nev 43,
HC 21-3-1-2 (A2) 4. 2 Dec 43,

"Air sctivity has been great during the week due to

good weather conditions. Between 1905 hrs 23 Apr 43
and 0300 hrs 24 Apr 43 gixty-five Bl7's took off from
this field for the United Kingdom, se planes have
been arriving here in small groups every day." - Weekly
Intelligenee Report, GAS 3-4-0 4.25 Apr 43, Apox *D*

to War Diary, HQ 26 AA Regt RCA 4. Apr 43,

Ggnder Ares Defence Plan, 4.26 Oct 43 - Appx "D" te
War Diary, HQ 2f AA Regt ROA, 4 Oct 43,

HQS 20-4-12-1 Vol. 6 SD 1172, 4.13 Oect 43,

Lt-Col Plamondon assumed command of 26 AA Regt w.e.
3 Nov ““l. and 0C Canagdian Army T,ooga. der, w.e. 4
Dec 43 - AC 6-1-2-1-1 (A) d.11 Nov 43,
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The OC 26 AA Regt, Lt-Col Pyjamondon, complained of
the shortage of time sllowed for re-organization
of the regiment. The 61 AA Tp and the 52 AA Tp
while still in an eperational role had to move to
Valcartier on four days' notice. Units delayed in
reposting officers to the new Regiment. A request
for post-ponement by a week of the date set for
movement from Valcartler to Bedford was used, and
a8 a result many of the personnel falled to be

anted embarkation leave,--3ee letter from Lt-Col
lamondon, AA 6-2-0 on ACS 5-10-0-11-35 Vol 2, and
notes on Narrator's file NA 2-4-0-26 R,

The 52 AA Bty relieved 105 AA Bty. War Diary HQ 26
AA Regt, ROA d.4 Dyec 43, ,

Disbandment of the 7 AA Bty was completed at Bedford
on 30 Nov 43, HQS 20-4-12-1 (Org A1C) 4.19 Nov 43,

War Diasries, HQ 26 AA Regt RCA, 28 AA Bty ROA, and
29 AA Bty, RCA, 4,17 Deec 43,

6o #0/1 effective 25 Jan UY, Dilbanaggnt of the
28 AA Bty was completed at Bedford on 14 Jan (Unit
War Diary of ‘that date), and final disvosal of all
ES personmel of the 29 AA Bty was effected by 20 Jan -
Lh ?Unit War Diary of that date).

The two batteries left Botwood and Lewisperte on 29 Oeot
44, (War Diary, HQ Defended Port of Botwood, d4.29 Oot
44 .) They Sgiled from St Johne on 4 Nov 44 - War Diary
AA & QMG Force "W" fof that date.

Joint Planning Sub Committee of Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Memo "Northwest River Aerodrome Defence", HQS 8860-1
undated,

A Cansdian, Eric Fry DLS, discovered the aerodrome site
in July 1§#1. - Report, "Information Regarding North-
west River Are:, Labrador*, by Eriec Fry DLS, 4.10 Jul %1,

"Report on the Establish-ment of the RCAF Detachment st
Goose Bay, Labrador, troﬂ-septombar 1941, to March 1942%,
RCAF War Diary, Vol. 1, 4-21. -

HQS ##60-1 FD 7. Memo by DMO & I "Goose Bay & Rigolet",
d.18 Apr 42,

Directorate of Public Relations, Release No 1634 4,15
May 43, by P/O W A Shields, RCAF Publié Relations
Officer. i

War Diary Goose Bay Dafences d.16 & 24 Jun B2,

For composition of the Coose Inlet Garrison see
-HQS #860-1 FD 11, 4.18 fpr 42,

War Diary, Goose Bay Defences, 4.24 Jul 42,

Operati-nal Location Statement, Goose Bay Defences,
ACS 10-0-1 d4.15 Apr 43,
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war Diarieﬂn Goose Bay Doronoes. d4.16 Aug hl _and

"We rooeivad definite 1nror-ntion that at least one
ship the "Donald Stuart" whinh was carryinz all our
refri eration nlant was gone." - War Diay Goose
efences, 4.6 Sep 42,

War Diary, 15 AA Bty RCA 4.31 Bec 42.
Ibid, 4. 5 Dec 42,

Ibid 4.1 Jun 42,

Tbid. 41 Jul %2,

Operational Lecation 3tatement, Goose Bay Defences,
ACS 10-0-1 D.17 Aug 43,

u E for HQ Goose Defences Cdn IV/178/1, notified in
43 eff 1 Sep 43,

War Diary No 10 AA GOR RCA 4.17 Aug 43,

A circular letter, ACS 11-0-4 (Arty) 4.13 Apr 43,
directed to all AA Regiments in Atlentic Command,
considered thet batteries should not be eonlidortl
in action in an operational role unless they were
provided with early warning ejuipment, and trained
in the use of such equipment to enable them to
engage unseen targets.

Relievin AA atteries arrived in two flights, on 1 Jyul
and 11 Jul 44, and outroing batteris left on the same
dates.- lar Diary, HQ Def Ares Goose Bay d.1 gnd 11 Jul U4

Tbid 4.1 and 2 Oect U4,
The 15 AA Bty, the 20 AA Bty and No 10 AA GOR were
reduced to nil strength on 15 Neov 44, - HQS 20-4-12-1-B
(Org A102) 4.3 Nov Ui,

War Diary, 45 AA Tp RCA, 4.9 Jun, 13 Jul, and 31 Aug 42,
Ibid. 4. 1 Nov 43,

War Diary, 26 AA Tp RCA 4,17 and 27 Nov and 3 Bec 42.
Ibid 4.6 May 43.

Guns were taken out of action on 10 Oct hz Dilbn:lnlnt '
was completed on 25 Oct 43 - War Diary 2

final volumes.

HQS 20-4-6 d4.18 May 42,

The 6 LAA Bty was formed on a nucleus of 17 NCO's from
the 1 Bn Rocky Mountain Ranvsers, the 7 Bty was recruited
from Toronte, She & Bty drew its personnel from the
Pictou Highlanders and the Prince Edward Ieland High-
landers, while the 9 Bty GE!O from London, - War Diary
10 LAA Regt RCA, d.18 May

Ibid d. 30 Sep and 3 Nov k2.
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Progress chorthc & AA Defences, HQS 8538-10

Yol 3 4.5 Aug and Wer Diary 10 LAA Regt
RCA d.11 Jun ana'13-5,p!{3;f.'7 Regt

War Diary 10 LAA Regt RCA 4.13 Sep 43.

Thid. d4.11 Aug and & Sep ﬁ!;fﬂ.ﬂ also para 95 of
narrative. ¢ !

War Digry 10 LAA Regt ROA 4. 8 Jun 83, .- e

Ibid. 4.27 Oct 43, :
DGAA_to DMO & P HQS 8538-10 FD 11 Vol 3 d.130et 43,

A GL ITIC set, one of the first five manufsctured
in Canada, was put in operation by the 41 AA Bty
at Arvida on & Mar 43, Another of these early
sets was be used at the Wireless Wing of the
CD & AA Arty Train Centre in May 43.- Prog;ocs
Report, HQS 8538-10 Vol 3 d.17 Mar and 5 May 43,

Progress Report HQS 8538-10 Vel 3 4.7 Dec 43.

In July 1944 there were 19 GL sete for 25 gunsites.
In all csses gites without radar equipment were
those that formed part of a defence system of three
or more troops eoperating under an AA GOR.- Menthly
Report, Operstional State - AA Defences, HQS 8538-7
V.h a.20 Jul &4,

The Stiffkey Stieck's retiec of efficiency in compari-
gon with the Kerrieon Predictor has been unoffi-
eially suggested by experte as being two to five.-
HQS 7018 FD 120 (D3SD 5) Vel 10 fel.111 4.17 Jun 42,

For 124 Bofors in eperation in Dec 43 there were
103 Kerrison No 3 Predictors and 95 Stiffkey Sticks,
In addition the 18 gun LAA Trg Bty at No 1 Trg Bde
was eguinnédd with 18 Stiffkey Sticks. - Progress
Report HQS #538-10 Vol 3 4.7 Dec 43,

The only exceotion was the 125 AA Bty (Type 3L) at
Goose Bay, which had six predictors for twelve
guns., = & &538-7 Vol U4 Opprs. 4.20 Jul 44,

War Diaries of anti-aireraft batteries in A¢lantio
Commsnd frequently sound the note &4f disapoointment
when prectice shoots are cancelled because a towing-
plane was not availsble. The follovwing example from
the diary of the 15 AA Bty may be considered rea-

sonably typleal. '

"30 Aug 43, Westmount (“ydney) N S. Ppeparations
are going forward for a "shoot" tomorrow. This
will be the first time our men have fired at =2
drogue, (The battery had then been &n action at
Goose Bay for mere than a year.)

31 Aug 43, Rain in the morning., The weather
cleared at noen and it was a fine afternoen, but
there was no report on the plane.

1 Sep 43. We are to fire on 2 Sep 43 at Glace
Pay.

2 Sep 43. All preparations for firing were
completed by 0730 hours. The Bolingbroke is still
out of commission, Ag 1t stands now, we are to fire
tomorrovw......Vord came through late at night that the
Bolingbroke was recalled to.-Halifax. That finighes

our shoeting for a while, very disheartening."



