
NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est preliminaire et n'a aucun caractere officiel.
On nla pas verifie son exactitude et les interpretations
qulil contient ne sont pas necessairement celles du Service
historique.

Directorate of History
National Defence Headquarters
Ottawa, Canada
K1A OK2

July 1986



Para 19 1. 13

HQ,C 5393-5·'---'-e'l':-A-'-'~~
•. \ . Authorit'f. DHO 3-3

AMENDMENTS TO NARRATIVE r'~~ tort~~~..a

THE CANADIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE
KISKA OPERATION

Delete "Int" and end the sentence at "Corps".
Delete "having successfully ------GSO II".

1. 16 Atter "Lieut-Colonel" add "(25A)".

Note 25 add
Note 25A Under the U.S. System of staft desig­

nation (of Para 20), the appointmeht
of S-3 corresponded to the British
Brigade Major. This appointment in
13 Inf Bde was held 'by Maj. (later
Lt.Col.) LJ St. Laurent; OBE, ED.
(C.A.R.O. 3388 ot 1943).

Para 41 1. 1 tor "Stated" read "States".

ApyendiX ­
fo lowing:

Report ot 13 Bde Sigs Ottr Insert above the heading the
With the tollowing report should be read LtyCol.
LJ St. Laurent's comments on folios 102,103 or
HQ,C 5393-5-4.

Para 88 1. 14 add
Canadian. experience ot combined operations gained
in the Dieppe raid provided a basis tor the early
training programme, and knowledge gained frQm
American operations in the Attu eampaign played
an important part.

Note 210 add
The record Of the construction ot this pier
by personnel ot 24 Fd Coy RCE is with D.E.S.

Appendil[ 55A - Japanese Evacuation Of Kiska sub para (2) 1. 5
tor
"destroyed" read "Deterred"

Appendices to be numbered as to110ws
On tirst page ot appendices, above heading Note
on SLEDS insert:-
Following are extracts trom appendices to original
report.
Atter Note on SLEDS add (Appx 11)

" " "ATHEY TRAILERS add (Appx 12)
" " "SLEEPING BAGS add (Appx 13)
" " "TRENCH FEET add (Appx l4)
II STRENGTH AT EMBARKATI ON add (Appx 18)
It Note on THE PART-----OPERATIONS add (Appx 35)"
" REPORT OF 13 BDE SIGS OFFR'. add (Appx 41)
" NOTE ON US HOSPITALIZATION add (Appx 43)
" RATIONS add (Appx 45)
" REPORTS ON ACTS OF COURAGE add (Appx 49)
" REP:9RT ON GRENADE EXPLOSION add (Appx 50)
it DnOS REPORT ON STORES add (Appx 52)
" JAPANESE EVACUATION OF KISKA add (Appx 55A)
" THE PROBABLE COST OF ENEMY RESISTANCE

add (Appx 56)
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A. KISKA

"

THE CANADI~J PARTICIPATION IN THE KISKA OPER~TIONS

DIe l· A I • ., ""1, I D'
Authority: DHO 3-3

bv A?~ ~.~ D.~'4Ml~
o.te: ---.;~

2900 miles from Vancouver, second lcrgest island in the
second ~esternmost island group of the Alebt1an Chain, 1~1ng

in the spme longitude a8 Ne~r Zealand. the same latitude as
LondoL, and situated in the weathpr breeding zone t8t~een the
frigid Berinr Sea and the more temDerF1:te J'annnf!se current of
the North PR~ific Oc~an is Kiska, ~or fotirt~f!n months Jaoanis
most far-rARching threat towards North American security (1) .

Rv.nnlng p;enerally from northeast to south'lITest, Kislea is
25 miles long, with a width varying from two to eight miles.
'J.'he shore line includes fe,'] beaches suitable for l~nding (the
better of ~hich were well controlled by enemy fire) and:
~enerGlly consists of nrecipituous rocky cliffs bulwarked by
reefs, pinnacle rocks, dangerous riD tides, and treacherous
undertovv. Normal Burf to wind111Tgrd 1s seven fp.ct high R.nd nas
been recorded at 35 feet during a blow.

The island in general ranges in height from 3996 feet ~~
the summit of the volcano to the north, through saa level
lagoons and s~amps at th~ volcan0's foot, to a series of ridges
avp,raging; 1200 feet 0 Snow caps the volcano thro 1..lgho1J.t most
of the yaar, ranges do~n to cover the ridges for from six to
eight months, reachps, and remains at, sea leVel for four months 1

from December to March inclusive. .

Because of tha terrific winds that blow for days on end
across the island no trees can exist on Ki.aka, but t~L8 super­
abundance of p:-.~ipi t [-l,t ion fosters the lush grov.rtb of tall,
thick, fibrous grass along the lower slopes and in the deep
precipitous gullies cut by the rushing; unnaVigable streams
w~ich drain the heaVily watered high ground. This grass, fre­
quently two to three feet in height, is ~ratersoaked and quickly
drenches ~edestrian passage. It forms interlaced matting which
hides narrow gullies, we.ter-filled pot holes and other' obstacles,
at all timf!s providing a spongy, tredcherous footing that
qui cKly fat igues the "lalker who has .not been thoroughly condl-·
tioned to its erl1ausing nhysical demands.

~uch ls Kiska, the unattraJt~_ve once unh~n01~rn island in
the ~orth Pacific whose name WAS to become a household word in
thous.'"'.nds of Canadian homos across th8 Dominion.

I

'8. THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION (2)

As pF'rt of a general offensive azalnst United States bases
in the Central nnd North~rn Pacific, the Japanese in Jun 42
invaded Alaskan waters with a large amuhibious task force. On
) Jun, and again on 4 Jun, c~rrier-basod enemy bombers and
flghte:....'s attac1:ed Dll tch Harbour. To the I'lest I the No 3 Maizuru
Special Landing Party, composed of 500 marines commanded by
Lieut Commander Mukai, Hifumi, occuoied Kiska Island on 6 Jun 42.
Eaving captured the small ten-man naval detac:b..ment opera ting
the US WeRther Station on the island the Japanese immediately
started construction of anti-aircrRft Dositions. At the same
time some tvrenty naval vessels mov~d into Kiska Harbour.
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On 12 Jun, 11th Air }'oroe heavy bombers made their first

bombing runs OVAI' t~e island, hitting and setting fire to two
cruisers and B destroyer .. Through the months that followed
US air attack, sU"!:mlpf.18ntcd at times by nave.l bombardment
.and submgrine act i ..,1';y, c ontinu'Jd to harass the J aDaneso ,
ge.rrison, reinforced by military and naval units in August and
December to an estimated strength apur'oaching ten thousand"
American OCCUP6.t ion of Adak on 31 Aug 42, and ~~mchitka, on
12 Jan 4-3, follQ1.'.rea. in each case by the rauid con at ru.cti on of
bombeY' and fighter-strips, speeded up the tempo of aerial
attack on Klska, and. the cOIilplet ion of Attu! 8 1'6duc.:tion in earl;r
June made possible the concentration of activitios aga~nst

the sale remaining Japanese stronghold in the Aleutianso

Aerial toll on shin'Oing had forced the enemy to restrict
his 8U'Oply lines to the limited uso of 8ubmarinrs. The US
canturc of Attu comuleted the isolation of the Kiaka garrison.
There i8 evidence 1n cButured Jananese documents to show that
the continual harasRing from the air h~d a most d;preasing
effect u'Oon the morale of the defenders (~)o It must have been
a'Oparent to them th8.t it V,Tas only a matter of time before their
island would bAcome the target of invasion" The impending
presence in the area of pn overwhelming task force of all arms, ­
rtav 8.1, 1and and ai r -- rendered 'their DO 8i tien unt enable.· When
the American and Canadian forces came ashore on 15-16 Aug 43.
they found'~the island deserted. Japan had been forced to give
up her lRst foothold on North American so11.

I

Trill DECISION TO PARTICIFATE

Aleutian Operations Proposed at Pacific Com~and - Ottawa
explores possibilities - The two proposals ... AuthorIty is granted.)

ALEUTIAN OPERJtTIONS PROPOSED AT PACIFIC COMMAND

It, The possibility of co-operation by the Canadian Army with
the United States Forces in an Aleutian expedition in the summer
of 1943 was first consldered during a visit to Headqu.art.ers,
Pacific Comma~d, by Lt-Gen JL DcWitt$ Commfu~ding General q Western
Defence Command and Fourth Army, on 19 Apr 43, when he dIscussed
with Maj-Gen GR Fearkes, GOC-in-C Paoific Command 1 the projected
American operations~ Gen Pearkes reported this meeting to
National Defence Headquarters, indicating that the proposed United
States operations were to commence early in May (4)~

OTTAWA EXPLORES POSSIBILITIES

2~ On 10 May 43 Maj-Gen I~ Pope, Commander Canadian Army Staff
at Washington, drew to the attention of Lt-Gen K Stuart, Chief of
the General Staff, NDHQ" an opinion e:A.-pressed 'GO him by the
Secretary of the American Section of the Permanent Joint Board
on Defence suggesting that (a) the presence of Japanese in the
Aleutians could be considered a threat to continental securitY1'
(b) Canada r as continental neighbour of the United States was as
much concerned as that nation, and (c) that nothing could be more
appropriate than that Canada should associate herself with the
United States in removing that threat (5).

I
3 0 Immediately upon receipt of Gen Pope's communioation Gen
Stuart wired the GOC-in~C Pacific Command as follows:

,;:. • t " 0 0
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\\10 it too late to considor SOlle 'form of army participut1.ou.or (.6)"
At the S~le time the CGS instructed Gen POFe to explore
possibilities of Canadian participation with Gan George Marshall,
United States Army Chief of Staff (7)0 On 24 May Gen Pope repor~d
that Gen Ma~shall had found beth Gen DeWitt and Maj-Gen SB Buc~~r,
Commanding General, Alaska Defence Command, ndelighted at the
prospect of having Canadian units with them in present or future
operations :!..n the Aleutians (S)".

4 0 W:~ile Ottawa and Washington were coming to a formal under­
standing with regard to pO$sible Canadian partici.pation in Aleutian
operations, out on the Pacific Coast tentative plans were being
dra¥nL up pending authority being granted to put them into effect,
As an initial step ten Canadian .Army Officers :'epresenting "G" ;
Brano:h~ InteJ.ligence~ Signals, and the Servlces$ were, with Gan
DeWitt's con~urrence, sent as observers from Pacific Command to the
ALaska Defence Commando They proceeded to Alaska to visit vario~s.

posts and islands, ~nd their reports on retUl~n proved of great
valUE' < in tbe later planning of the Kiska ope:oation (9) 0

~HE THO PROPOSALS

50 On 25 May Gen DeWitt at a conferen~e at Headquarters Pacific
Command J outlined two forms in which he ,muld welcome Canadian
participa.tion:

PROP08.AL II A" .., An infantry batta.lion with an anti-aircraft battery
to proceed as soon as possible for garrison duties on FJnchitka to
provide additional strength in case .of a possi~le Japanese counter
offensive as a result of the loss of Attu.. .

PROPOSAL "Bit - Provision of approximately a brigade group to take
part in a United States task ~orce that was to be employed in' the
capture of Kiska later in the surmner Q

These two proposals were forthwith submitted by the two
Generals ~o their respective Chiefs of Staff in Ottawa and
Washingto~ (lO)~

5~ In a memorandum. to the Minister of National Defence, dated
26 May 43 8 setting. forth the two proposals i the CGS pointed out
the advantages accompanying the authorization of either or both
plans (11):

(a) Operations would give our tro.ops much needed battle experience"
(b) Participation would increase the prestige of the Army through­
out Canada, and would raise the morale of all troops in Cnnada,
especially these in the Pacific Command Q

(0) The use or '~ome Defence" personnel would serve to break
down the hostile attitude with which such' personnel were regarded
by a large section of the Canadian public~

(d) The participation of elements of the Cnmadian Army in an
active theatre of war in the Pacii'ic in conjunction with the
United States .A:rmy would not only serve to improve relations witl+
the United States but would exemplify Canada's intentions of play~

ing her full part in the Pacific as well as in the Etu'opean and
Mediterranean regions. .
(e) The pnrti~ipction of elements of the Canadian Army in the
Aleutian theatre was in complete accord with the spirit of plans
drawn up by the Joint Defence Board and npproved by the United
States and Canadian Governments.

AUTHORITY'IS GRANTED

7. Government authority was granted, and on 3 Jun 43 n wire was
. sent to Pacific Command Headquarters from the CGS authorizing the
, formation of a brigade group for the purposes put forward in

000000
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pro:posal''B''~ Troops were to be picked and concentrated at
Courtenay, (this was later changed to Nanaimo) (12), and the forc~
was to be available to leave Pacific Command on approximately 1
Aug for one month Ys further training in Alaska, pri.or to offensi'V'~
operations contemplated early' in .Septembero Proposal "A" had. not
been concurred in (13)0 Employment of troops in Canada for uvwards
of four years had been entirely in a defensive role, and the 1de~

of assigning a battalion group to further garrison duties with
only remote lik,elihood of gaining battle experience held little
appeal for the Canadian General Staffo An Order of Battle far the
force of proposal "Bn had already t entatively been .drawn up at
Pacifi.c Command Headquarters? and it was immediately submitted to
ND~~ for apprcvalo The same day saw the completion of an exchange
of notes between US Secreta~J of War, Henry L Stimson and Defence
Minister JL Ralston, in which the former welcomed Canadiam part­
icipation in the Aleutians either as a garrison force or in an
acti.ve operational capacity (14), and the latter gave notice of
Canada Ys readiness "to provide an infantr~! brigade group for
employment along lNith US troops in offensive operations -in the
Alaskan - Aleutian Area It (15)"

8 0 "Greenlight Y
' was launched 0 .- It was a mom.entous occasion"

For the first time in"history a Canadian force was to be employeQ
in war side by side with American troops on Anerican soiL. Nor
was this a11 0 The effect upon the morale of those in Pacific
Command who knew the decision was dynamic. For over three years
the role of the Oommand had been one of static defence of the
West Coast ~ and as the war continued it had seened more and more
apparent that the Command Was becomiD~ merely a training and
reinforcement area for the Cal1adian .A...-my Overseas, with little
chan:",e offered for participatioL.!. in active ope,ra.tions.. The picture
was now completely changed~ the "Green Light" signal to go ahead
had been flashed~ and Pacific Command became overnight an. im.portant
stage on the ~oad to Tokyoo

II ~

THE COMPOSITION OF THE FORCE

. The Tactical Brigade Group - The' Order of Battle ,_. NRMA
Personnel - The Combat ~eams.

rrRE TACTICAL BRIGADE GROUP
<!'

9 Q When Gen DeWitt first put forward to Gen Pearkes the proposa~

for a Canadian Brigade @roup to participate in Aleutian operations
he visualized some kind of Canadi~ formation that vrould be able .
to function efficiently within-the larger·task force which it was
proposed to assemble, and to this end the composition'of the
Canadian element was planned to follow as closely as possible that
of the corresponding United States group. This formation, the "
United States Regimental Group, was composed of a Tactical Group
HQ, inclUding special troops, and three Battalion Landing Groupso
Each of these BLGs WaS divided into a Forward Combat Team and a
Beach Combat Team. The former comprised a'headquarters, with
headquarte~s of various detachments, an infantry battalion~ a
reinforced (Over establishmGnt) battery of field artillery, a
cannon and an anti-aircraft platoon, and detachments of engineer,
supply and medical services. The Beach Combat Team included a
headquarters and headquarters of detachments, a reinforced company
of combat engineers, a reinforced anti-aircraft battery, and
detachments of signals, police, quartermaster, ordnance and medica~

services (16) I> :"

/
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100 Upon this pattern, with certain minor neceSS!:l.ry modifica­
tions, ,the Canadian Brigade Group was modelled. It will be
seen that the basic unit of the formation was the Battalion
Landing Group ,( or Battalion Combat Team), a self-sustaining
tactical and administrative organization capable of ma~ing an
independent landing on a beach, fighting for~ard, and maintain­
ing itself. As their names indicate both of the two main com-­
ponent parts of the BLG -- the Forward Combat Team and the
Beach Combat Temu were organized and equipped to fight. The
Forward Combat Team had the primary objective of defeating the
enemy's main body. The Beach Combat Tea~, constituting the
base installation had as its principal missions:

(a) To unload ships and small boats on the beach;

(b) To establish dU~ps and to move supplies from the beach to
the fO~Nard area dumps 5 - the suocess of the FCT depending upon
the energy of the BeT In pushi.ng forward supply; ,

(0) To defend the beach and' the lines of communication between
the beach and the rear of the FCT;

(d) To evacuate 'casualties.

In addition to being charged with these specific functions, all
or part of the BCT might be called upon as a fighting reserve
to the FClr (17)~

THE ORDER OF BATTLE

11. The Order of Battle originally drawn up by the paoific
Command planners was .as follows (18):

HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde
13 Cdn Def Pl
Canadian Fusiliers
Winnipeg Grenadiers
Rocky Mountain Rangers
24 Fld Regt RCA
24 Fd Coy ReE
Coy Saint John Fusiliers (MG)
Det 25 Fd Ambulance RCJlli~

Dets other serviceso

12. Units concerned were selected on grounds of their present
strength and efficiency, the infantry battalions chosen being
the three battalions in Pacif.ic Command most nearly up to War
Establishment. Each was recommended by the respective divisio~~l

commander as ,sufficiently well trained for cornbined operations tprovided that a period of intensive training were authorized. .
The 13 Brigade was the senior brigade in the Command,the 24,
Field Regiment was the most fully trained in the Command, and
of the field companies the 24 Field Company was considered the
best in the 8 Div and was regarded as being as efficient as any
in the 6 Div.

13. To take the place of the Battalion of Combat Engineers
divided among the Beach Combat Teams in the parallel US' group,
it was decided to include with the Greenlight Force, as the
main labour and defence element of the Beach Combat Teams, Le
Regiment de Hull (19). With the addition of this French
Canadian unit .all parts of Canada, - the Maritime.s, Q,uebec,
Ontario, the Middle West, and British Columbia was represented
in the enterprise. The 19 Field Security Section was also
added to the proposed force, and with the approval of the

• 0 • • • • • • •
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Comm~nding General, Western Defence co~and) inclusion was
authorized of the 46 Light AA Battery and a complete canadian
Field Ambulance (the 25th).

NRMA PEHSO:NNEL

14. The employment of NRMA personnel in the Greenlight Force
required special governmental authorization. Order-in-Council
PC 7995, dated 4 Sep 42, had already authorized the despatch
to Alaska, for e~ployment or defence, of certain units on whos~

strength were ED personnel, and PC 3238, dated 28 Apr 43, had
extended the authority to cover all such NRMA personnel.
PC 5011 ~ dated 18 J-un 43, now specifically included with
Alaska !tthe .Al.eutian Islands and other United States Islands
adjacent thereto", giving to the Minister of National Defence
the ne cessary authority to despatch NP.M...ll personnel. Unde.r the
terms of the Grder 1 the Minister issued a Direction, dated
11 Jul 43, approving the despatoh of' the "Greenlight Force lt

for tl'aining., service or duty at Alaska or any other Alaskan
territory east of Adak. Upon receipt of a report from vcr~

from Alaska on 11 .Aug (20) that Greenlight training, morale,
and equipment was satisfact.ory, the Minister issued Direction
No 2, dated 12 Aug 43, removing the limitation imposed in the
first Direction, and permitting the despatch '01' the Greenlight
Force to any part of jUaska and the Aleutian Islands.

THE COMBAT TEAMS

150 By the middle of June the 13 Inf Bde had been reorganized
into H~ 13 Cdn Inf Bde Group and 14, 15 and 16 Cdn Combat Team~

(BLGs) . HQ. Group' consi sted of Bde HQ., together wi th Group
services and a reserve for the Battalion Combat Teams. Its
establishment was 74 officers and 870 other ranks (21). To a
large extent this group contained the headquarters of the variQus
uni ts 'whose e.lem.ents were dispBrsed under the command of the
Combat Teams, a concentration of co~~and power that often made
administration particularly difficult, introducing a double
sourc~' of orders, at times somewhat confusing. Later ex­
perience ~ed the Force Commander to suggest that once the
Battalion Combat ,Teams had been formed the only HQ, to remain
as such sh.ould have bee.n that of' the Field Regiment, whose
centralization at the earliest possible stage was desirable (28).
Experienae also questioned the value of the presence of detach~
ments of' the various services in HQ. Group, as-the Group in­
variably opera~ed ove~ a beach already being used by one or
other of the En CTs, and some decentralization of these sub­
units was later effected.

16. The 14, 15 and 16 Canadian Combat Teams were respectively
built around 1 Bn Canadian Fusiliers, 1 Bn Winnipeg Grenadiers
and 1 Bn Rocky Mountain Rangers. The Forward Combat Team com­
ponent in each case consisted of the infantry battalion, a
battery of the 24 Fd Regt RCA (the 49th, 84th and 85th respec­
tively); a section of the 24 Fd Coy RCE (less Dets); a platoon
of the Saint John Fusiliers (MG) and detachments of 13 Cdn Inf
Bde Sig Sec RO Sigs, 24 Fd Regt Sig Sec RC 8igs, and the 25 Fd
Amb RC~ro. Establishment of each FOrward Combat 'Team was 51
Officers and 1016 other ranks (23).

17. Each Beach Combat Team comprised a rifle company of Le
Regiment de HUll, a troop of the 46 Lt A A Bty RCA, and LAD
(Type B) RCGe, an issue section of 99 Detachment RCASC; a
clearing platoon of 6 US Fd Hospital; and detachments of
13 Cdn Bde Inf Sig Sec RC Sigs, 24 Fd Coy RCE, 25 Fd Aob RCM~C,

30 Ord Store Coy RCOC, 19 Sec Cdn Pro Corps, 24 Fd Regt Sig

6 • • • • • • • • •
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Sec RCSigs and 14 Dental Det CDC. The Beach Combat Team had an
establishment of 16 officers and 353 other ranks. rne.king with th~

Forward Combat Team a total establishment of' 67 officers and 1369
other ranks, or 1436 all ranks (24).

18. With the infantry battalion expanded by reinforcements of
arms and services into a cOillbat team nearly double its size, the
need'early became apparent for additional staff to assist the Bn
H~ to train, fight and administer not only its own battalion but
also the attached sub-units and detac~~ents. Decentralization of
the Bde HQ Group in returning to the combat team certain personne~

of uni t H~ of each team's various componeilt arms and servi ces dicr
not completely solve the problem, and the Force Oommander recom-:
mended that 1'01' future onerations of a similar nature each Bn .
Combat Team should be given an "ad hoc n HQ establisbment indepen~
dent of the Bn HQ and co.m.parable to a skeleton Bde HQ.

III

THE Cm>$lIAND

The Brigade Staff Canadi~n-US Relationship

THE BRIGADE STAFF

19. In-making the selection of a Force Co~~ander, (Brig DR
Sargent who was at the time coa~a~ding 13 Inf Brigade being
disqualified. by medical category) NDHQ. asked Canadian Mill tary
Headquarters in London for recomm.eridations. Gen ~!lcNaughton
nominated Brig HW Foster, who was then commanding 7 Tnf Bde.
Brig Foster, Ld SH(RC), went overseas in 1939 as Bde Major of
1 Cdn Inf Bde, co~nanded the first Reconnaissfu~ce Regiment in
the 1 Cdn Div, and had recently completed the Combined Training
Course at Dorland (25). At the Sfu"D.e time Gen McNaughton
recoJl1J."TI.ended as Brigade Major of the new force, Major rIS ~iIurdoch,

Seaforth of C. rJajor Murdoch, who was a graduate of No .1
Canadian Junior Vial' Staff Course, was serving at the t lIae as
GSO II (Oprs) with 1 Cdn Inf Corps, having successfully filled
the posts of GSO III and GSO II. He had been Brigade Major with
the Spitzbergen expedition'o He "'Tas appointed to the Greenlight
F'orce \'\1. th the rank of l,ieut-Colonel. These officers left
England immediately and reported to HQ Pacific Command, on 17 Jun.
They "vere joined. in Eastern Canada by Lt-Col D I'.1:enard DSO, who
had been appointed to cOIDnand Le Regt de Hull.

20. In order to remove possible grounds of uncertainty on the
part of co-operating US forces as to the functions and various
du,ties of the mem.bers of Brig Foster's Staff it was considered
highly desirable to reorganize 13 Cdn Inf Bde HQ on the US
staff system. This resulted in the following establishment
being filled:

Bde Comdr Brig HW Foster Ld SH(RC) .
Chief of Staff Lt-Col W.S. Murdoch Seaforth of C.
S-l(Personnel) Maj TA McWaters HQ Pacific Command
S-2(Intelligence) Capt AFP Freeman 1 Edm Fus
S-3(Oprs & Trg) Maj LJ St Laurent R de Hull
S-4(Supply & Evac) Maj JG Stevens ECR
Asst S-4 Capt ED Shaneman ~l DD

, .........
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In addition to these, in order to provide proper reliefs for Staff
Officers and administration of the H~ itself certain other appoint­
ments were subsequently made, personnel being "borrowed lf from the
H~ of units whose sub-units had been detailed to combat team.s~

These were:

Asst S-2
Asst S-3
Camp Commandant

Lt GT de Hueck
Maj GP Murphy
Capt WP Dey

R de Hull
Saint John Fus
11 DD

CM~ADIAN-US RELATIONSHIP

2l~ The status of the Canadian Comm~~der in relationship to the
American force wit.h which his troops were to serve was defined in
instructions from the Chief of Goneral Staff to the GOC-i~-C (26)
and conveyed -Co Brig :B'oster in his letter of appointment (27) Q

Upon arri7al in Alaska 13 Bde Group,would come ~~der operational
control of Lt-Gen SB Buckner, Commanding General, Alaska Defence
Command, and when the task force proceeded on its final mission
Brig Fost8r would come under the COI!lID.QIld of Maj -·Gen eH Corlett;
Comraa~ding General No 9 Amphibious Training ForcG o Further,
since :prov~sion of suppli.es and transport was to be E!- United
States responsibility the Canadian Com.mander' s advice and. vie 'IS

would undoubtedly be sought in. matters not strictly operational~

The relationship between Ce.l.ladian and United States forces was
that of co belligerents, liserving together ll a8 integral parts
of a combined force in the field~ The entity of the Canadian
detachment was to be maintained at &11 times, but the degree of
integration with US forces must be determined by local conditions
and circmQstances. Order-in-Council PC 5012, dated 18 Jun L3,
defining the rela.tionship in com..rnand, provided that except in
matters affecting cliscipline and/or punishment the superior ranks
of one force were giv en- power of cOIn.'1land over the junior members
of the other force as if they all held relative rank in the same
force. Throughout the entire operations this relationship was
maintained in the most harmonious and co-operative manner e Full
disciplinary powers over the Canadian Force were given to Brig
Foster with powers to convene Fiald General Cou:ets-Martial (28).

22. Brig Foster's command carried \~th it a further important
responsibility. In coming to an agreement regarding joint
participation in the Aleutian zone each GoverL,"ent had reserved
to itself the right under extraordinary circumsta:nc es -Co wi th­
draw from the undertaking. To Brig Foster, as Senior Combatant
Offioer, was given power to exercise this right, but to no
officer at a lower level. Deci sion to withdraw was only to be
reached on consultation with the GOC-in-C, ~~less such consul­
tation were not feasible in point of time. It will be seen that
the retention of this channel of communication linked Brig Foster
at different stages of the projected operation into three chains
of command:-

(i) US Navy
.

Brig Ifv'{ 1 ,., OC 13 Cdn Inf Bde Gp: Maj -Gen
CR Corlett, Comm.anding General Landing Force 16Q8:
Vice Admiral TC Kincaid: USN, Corn.rnander North
Pacific Force, Pacific Fleet.

( .. ),ll US Army

Brig ffiN Foster, OC 13 Bde Gp: Brig-Gen L Ready,
Commander Northern Sector: Maj-Gen CR Corlett,
Commanding General Landing Force 16.8: Maj-Gen SB
Buckner, Cpmmanding General Alaska Defence Command:
Lt-Gen JD DeWitt, Commanding General Western Defence
Command.

......~ ...
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Canadian Army

Brig I~v Foster, OC 13 Bde Gp: Maj-Gen GR Pearkes,
GOC-in-C Pacific Command: Maj-Gen JC Hurchie \fCGS:
Lt-Gen K Stu8.rt, CGS NDHQ..

IV

PLANNING FOR GREENLIGHT

The Planning Committee - The Operational Plan - Mobilization,
Pe~sonnel - Reinforcements and Replacements.- Mobilization,
Equipping the Force - At Vancouver - At Seattle - At Nanaimo ­
Mobilization, Administl"'ation

THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

23. The exacting task of drawing up and supervising the pre­
limina~y execution of the Canadian plans for the Greenlight
expedition was placed in the hands of an Operational and Admini­
strative Planning Committee under the direction of the GOC-in-O,
consisting of Brig WN Bostock, EGS Pacific Command; Brig WHS
Macklin, Brig i/c Administration Pacific Command; and Brig
Sherwood Lett, DCGS{B), who was fuctioning as an NDHQ. Liaison
Officer to hQ. Pacific Command (29). The Comm.ittee throu.ghout
the planning period was in constent consuluation with the Force
Commander, Brig ~l Foster. Time was short~ the date of '
embarkation having been advanced to 10 Jul, and the Flanning
Committee worked under great pressure attacking the m.any probleITJ,~

arising out of the conversion and equipping of a Canadian force'
on American lines. A number of United States Officers came to
Pacific Command to assist in their respective specialized spher~s,

their help, which was given unstintingly, proving invaluable to
the Canadian planners.

THE OPERATIONAL PLAN

24. The U.S. Operational Plan, within the scope of which
Greenlight plans were drawn up, provided for the occupation of
the Island of Kiska, believed to be held by an estimated force
of 11,000 Japanese, of which the great majority were fighting
troops (30). The total military strength of the force to be
employed against the enemy was approximately 32,000. It con­
sisted of twelve American Battalion Combat Teams (BLGs) with
HQ. Reserves, a Special Duty Force (including the Canadian Special
Service Battalion) for Co~~ando duties, and the Canadian Green­
light Force of three Battalion Combat Temas, and a HQ. Reserve~
Supporting and co-operating with the mj.litary group were strong
United States Air and Naval Forces. In accordance with US policy
governing amphibious operations, the entire force would be under'
the command of Admiral TC Kincaid, US Navy, until the initial
beach heads had been established, after which Maj-General CH
Corlett, US Army, would assume command. The Canadian Force
would proceed direct to an island in the Aleutians for approx­
imately one month's further training prior to the assault on the
fined objectiV6.

25. Under the Plan it yvas proposed that Canadian weapons would
be used by the Greenlight Force with the following except~ons:

(a) 12 United States 75-mm pack howitzers to be substituted 1'01'
the same number of 25-pounders in the 24 Field Regiment,

• • • 0 • ~ • • • •
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(b) 24 United States 8l-mm mortars to replace the 3-inch mo~tars
in the Canadian infantry battalions. The '75-·mm pack howitzers
with pneumatic tires were provided as an alternative for the
25-pounders because of their greater ease of man·-handling in
difficult terrain. rrhe 81-mm mortar was chosen for its superior
range (approxim.ately 1000 yards greater than that of the 3:"inch '.
mortar) t and because the use of the .American weapon would simplify
the problem of amm.Ullition supply. In addition to these American
weapons some 400 United States carbines were issued to officers~

and to stretcher bearers of the Field Ambulance t in place of
rifles (31).

26. No Canadian vehicles other than guns and limbers were to b~

taken t the United States providing all mechanical transpol"'t.
Equipment and supply in general became a matter' of US provision t
in order to avoid setting up a Canadi.an maintenance systemt fu'1d
to give Canadian troops the advantage of using many special items
of United States and Alaskan equipment which were available t mUQ~
of which had already been tested under campaign conditions in
operations at Attu (52).

,
27. An~unition was to be provided on a scale comparable to that
used by the Unit ed States. The Unit ed States plan was to provide
ten units of fire for ground weapons t and 15 llilits for 8nti-air~

craft weapons, to accompany the Force and to be iramediately
available in the combat ships. 'llhe United states unit of fire
being approximately the same as the Canadi~~ G 1098 scale t it
was decid'ed to send ten to fifteen times G 1098 for each weapon
of Canadian provision. Weapons supplied by the United States
would be provided with United States ammunition on the United
States scales (33).

28. Pacific Co~~and Headquarters was now faced with the immens~

problem of mobilizing, equipping and providing for the maintena~ce

of the Canadian component of the expedition. Important decisio~s

had to be reached regarding policYt and attention given to the
countless administrative details insepnrable from the organization
and mobilization of a force of the nature of Greenlight. Shortage
of time demanded that these decisions be made with the least
possible delay. Lack of availability of certain forms of equip~ent

and supplies added to the difficulty of the planners. It must be
borne in mind too that the type of terrain in which operations
were contemplated was one entirely new to Canadian forces ana. ,the
most difficult of any that haayet been contemplated. All these
factors must bo considered in making any evaluation of the manner
in Which the Canadian planning was effected.

MOBILIZATION - PERSONNEL

'29. The administrative planning and execution may be said to
have fallen broadly under three headings: mobilization, movem~nt,

and maintenance of the force. To carry out the first step in
mobilization, the concentration of the troops, Nanaimo was
selected for the main force, with one battalion and other units
going to Courtenay. This decision was dictated by the lack of .
accommodation for the entire force at Courtenay. It meant that
while Greenlight troops were enabled to undergo a short but
i~tensive training in combined operations it was not found
possible, in the limited time available t for combat teams to
be fully organized and concentrated as teams prior to embarkation~

30. The units concerned assembled at their respective areas as
fast as movement could be arranged (34). The Winnipeg Grenadiers
came 1000 miles from Prince Rupert; the 24 Field Company came from
Prince George; the 25 Field Ambulance had to be brought out fr~m

Vernon, while a large detachment of this unit doing duty in the

· . . . . . .1. .
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hospital at Wainwright was hurriedly returned from that point"
Most of the other major units were already on Vancouver Island,
and their concentration presented no aifficulty. The small
service detachments had to be organized "ab initiotlo By the
18 Jun, the three combat teMls had been roughly ssgT8g~ted, the
14th and 15th at Nanaimo, and the 16th at Courtenay, The 24
Field Coy were temporarily quarantined. for a case of suspected
meningitis and were despatched to billets at Conox Airport~ and
as a result their sections were deprived of the opportuni'ty of
training continuously with their respective combat team.s (~~5).

REINFORCEMENTS .AND REPLACEMENTS

31. The problem of bringing the parti~iputing units up to stI"ength
was made Glore difficult by two condi'sions:
(a) the ruling of' NDHQ, that no sold~er cnllsted subsecl'.lent to 15
Feb 43 should be includoa in the Force and that no soldier who
had not com,leted four'months' training should be taken (36): and
(b) the hi~h percentage of rejects from all units that followed
the !"1.edical boarding and, interviews with A.rmy Examine:::'s. r.rhe
policy of reinforcing units from the 6 and 8 D:i.vs was generully
followed Gxcept where it was necessary to obtain assistance from
NDHQ, to supply (a) French-speaking reinforcements for Le Regiment
de IIull, (b) trained regimental signallers, of whom there was
almost a total lack in Pacific COIll..lland because of sUDcessive
overseas drafts, and (c) trained ill5dical personnel for the 25
Field Ambulance.

32. It '!las also necessary to change a large nu..llber of officers 0

The Command.ing Officer and tho 2 i/c of Le Regiment de Hull were
both replaced l together wi tIl t.hirteen other officers of 'chis Enit,
including the Adjutant (37)0 The~e was considerable difficulty
also in finding officers for the 24c Field. Begiment, from whoso
ranks dl"lJ.fts had been drawn for the 21 Field Regiment proceeding
overseas. v'T'l1en Grcenlight finally embarY.:ed, it carried over
fifty 2/Lioutcnants on its strength (38). The considerabl e am.ou..'1t
of reposting of officers and other ranks that had to take place
during mobilization was undoubtedly one of the factors causing
later discontent, leading to the numerous cases of absence
without leave that occurred prior to embarkation.

MOBILIZATION - EQUIPPING THE FORCE

33. It had boen decided when Greenlight was first planned that
the Canad ian J!'orce would be equipped mainly with its own weapons,
that it would wear United States special Alaskan clothing, with .
a few items of identifying Ca..'1adian clothing and equipment being
retained, and that all sUIJPly of rations, fuel, accommodation an,d
general stores maintonance would be handled by United States
lines of communication. The principal Canadian problem then in
equipping the Force 'was that of obtaining and issuing a tremendo,+s
quantity of equipment and clothing of United States pattern, and
that of moving an enormous amount of Ganadian a~~unition and sp~re

weapons to 'the Seattle Port of Embarkation in time to be loaded
into the transport ships.

34. Upon the shoulders of the DDOS, Pacific Com.mand, fell t.he
enormous task of creating a new set of Canadian equipment and
store tables for the Greenlight Force. On the basis of the
establishment of each unit, sub-unit and detacrJJ1ent in the Force
the tables set down the scale of issue of more than 350 items of
Canadian and US clothing and, equipment, together with the quantities
:required for the 20~b maintenance reserve. On campI etlan the tables
were printed for distribution by US Engineers at HQ woe and Foqrth
P:rmy, and represented a valuable contribution to the planning Of
this and possible future operations by combined US and Canadian
Forces Q
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35. Lack of facilities at Nanaimo prompted the decision to
assemble all equipment at the Ordnance Depot at Lapointe Pier,
Vancouver, there to be broken into unit lots and transported by
CPR Steamer, rail fel"ry and RCASC water transport to the CODcentrb.­
tion area. The 20,000 sqU.are feet of storage space at Lapointe
Pier proving inad$quate to handle the volume' of- store3 wi tbj.n the
available time, adcfi tional accommodation was rented at the iJ~erminal
Dock, Vancouver, and almost all of the .American stores, equipment
and clothing were handled over this dock (59).

36. The first 00nsignments of United states equipment and clothi:ng
reached the Terminal Dock on the 26 ,Tun, and during the next ten'
days the work of breaking bulk and trans,,-shipment to Nanaimo wus
pressed forw'ard wi th the utmost despatch. A large scow was rented
cayable of holding between 300 and 400 tons. It was loaded by
expert stevedores :md towed by a RCil.3C vessel. 'rhe scow made Jewq
trips carrying in all about 700 tons of stores. In addition Q '

second ReASC vessel of the fish-packer type shuttled continuously
between the Terminal Dock and Nanaimo carrying about 90 tOIlS per
trip. Much of the stores was shipped on freight cars on the ferry
and many more consigmnents were sent each' dL'ly by the regular CPR
steamer. No little credit was reflected upon the staff ofelle
Ordnance Depot at Lapointe Pier and the Terminal Dock, as well as
upon the ReASC water transport section, for the speed and effi­
Ciel'lcy with which t.be exacting task was completed.

AT SEAT'rLE

37. At the same time a~rangements were made for the loading of
Canadian arnmuni t.ion and spare weapons at SE;lattle. It had been
decided that the four ships which ~Bre to transport the Canadian
Force to the .Aleutians should be "basically loaded 1q at SPOE
(Seattle Port of Embarkation)) and that upon arrival at. the
Canadian embarkation po:i."ts the remaining- load of weapons ~ 8lnmuni­
tion and equipment would be added.' The "basic load" included (c.)
rations for the voyage, (b) normal maintenanoe for 30 days in
rati ons, clothi,ng~ equipment and other stores, provided by t~e

United States authorities) (c) reserve weapons of canadian
provision on a scale of 6% of G 109S (d) 75% of the Canadian
reserve ammunition. None of this load would be removed ·at Adak,
the training area selected in the Aleutians (40).

38. A delegation of SPOE authori ties callie to Vancouver to OlSCUSS
details. Maj TIl McIntosh, SO, RCA, was despatcbed to San Francisco
as Canadian Liaison Officer to HQ, \~C) and Maj HA Jones, ROE, went
to SPOE in a similar capacity. An Inspector of Ordnance Equipment,
Maj RA McFarlane, RCGG, and a staff of rulli~unition examiners were
also established at Seattle fcr the purpose of sorting and checking
canadians consigrwents. Two of these examiners accompanied the
initial cargo to Adak on 15 Jun to supervise of. loading and storage
of the Canadian ammunition and weapons at that point.

39. An unexpected compli.cation was encountered in connection wi tp
the loading of Canadian 25-pounder ammunition at SPOE. Because
of the soft nature of the ground on which it was expected Canadian
Artillery would be finding its targets it was considered that
detonation of the 25-pdr shell would be improved by the sUbstitutton
of a time fuse (41)Q As a result it had been decided to re-fuse
some 20;000 shells using fuses No 222 and No 234 to replace the
No ll~. Provision of these fuses was delayod and the' re-fusing
operation had to be done in a great hurry at Seattle. To complicate
matters still further it i'vas found that the shell when fitted wi th

.......
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No 222 fusa could not be replaced in its box with th~ C2p on the
fuse. It was therefore necessary to remove the caps and sub­
stitute special flexible fuse covers which had to be fastened
on with tape. The 28 AA Regiment from Vancouver Defences provided
a working party of 137 all ranks which was despatched to Seattle
to operate under the command of Major A.D. waddel~, RCOC (42).
Working without intermission for more than 36 hours the fusing
party completed its emergency job irr time for embarkation.

40. It early became apparent that two special items of equlpmeI:)-t
requisitioned from the United States would not be available in
full quota. These were the sleds or pallets upon which it was
proposed to load a large proportion of reserve ammunition and
stores (43), and the pack boards, Yukon pattern, whi.ch had baen
selected in oreference to the United States rucksack. In both
cases "rush"~contracts had to be let to Canadian firms, who
produced a large proportion of the required ,equipment in time fOf
the date of sailing, the balance following the force on the
freighter "BURKE It

•

AT NANAIMO r

41. One of the early shipments to arrive from the United stated
was the special transport being, provided in place of Canadian MT.
It consisted of 50 light cargo carriers, T-15, (ItSnowjeeps")~ 34"
tractors and bulldozers (D-4 and.D-6) and 18 six-ton Athey
trailers (44]. All this trc.:.nsport was overhauled at the new
Ordnance Workshop in Nanaimo. The OME and his staff also over­
hauled in this Workshop all the guns, ie Canadian 25-·pounders:
6-pounders, Bofors and Vickers machine guns as well as the 75­
hows and the 81-rom mortars supplied by the United States.

42. The task of issuing clothing and personal equipment to the
newly mobilized force proceeded as rapidly as stores became
available. Each man retained Canadian battle dress with badges
and insignia and was issued with Canadian high boots, special
shoe packs and insoles of Canadian manufacture, cap comforter and
black beret as well as exchanging his standard respirator for the
British Light pattern. For the rest his clothing and equipment
was of United States issue, and included many items specially
designed for the Aleutian type of climate. The most popular piece
of equipment received by the men was the American sleeping bag
which was to provo far superior to the cU8tomary Army blankets (45~

43. Some difficulty was encountered in the fitting of the boots
leather high. These were being provided by a factory in Eastern'
Canada and although issues were pressed forward as fast as possible,
distribution was not completed until a few days before embarkation.
Le Regiment de Hull presented a particular problem in this regar~

becuuse of the extra ordinary proportion of its men with very
small feet demanding an unusual number of small sizes of boots. A
boot exchange set up in Nanaimo prior to embarkation enable units·
to exchange a good many pairs of shoes to facilitate fitting, but
a few men had still not been satisfactorily fitted by embarkation
tlme and adjustment was left to be completed during the training
period in the·41eutians.

44. Special medical stores were issued to units and to individu&ls
to ensure that all personnel were protected as completely as
possible against infection or disease. ·Medical records from Attu
showed that in operations there, only one instance of an infecteq
wound had been encountered, and in that case an old type dressing
had been used. Everv officer and other rank was therefore issued
with the new type US'Field Dressing a dressing that included an
envelope of sulfanilamide crystals. These crystals were to be

........
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placed on ths wound before applying the dressing. He elsa
carried a package of eight Sulfadiazine tablets to be taken
internally should he become wounded. To assist in the provision
of a safe drinking water supply in the field all ranks received
an issue of halizone tablets, and were instructed in their proper
use in chlorination. Unhappy experiences with frostbite and
trench feet at Attu led to units being supplied with ratfish
liver oil; a substitute for whale oil, frequent and systematio
applications of which were designed to toughen the feet against
the extremes of Aleutian weather (46).

45~ The task of completing the equipping of Greenlight within
so brief a time limit, a limit that had been shortened by almost
three weeks, was completed by Administration only through the
greatest possible effort and the good fortune in encounter no
insuperable accidental del&ys~ The source of supply in general
lay many thousands of miles away. A Q,uebec factory provided
Greenlight's boots in piece-meEll lots; arsenals Clnd magazines in
Eastern Canada supplied the bulk of the ammunition; and United
States equipment was shipped from a dozen widely separated depots
situated in all parts of the country. Such extensive use had to
be made of express shipments of Canadian stores that the Controller
of Transport protested at the use of rolling-stock. One entire
special express train-load of cmmunition crossed the continent to
Seattle. Shipments of minor key items such as blood plasma and
'fuse keys were even made by air express. But when the time ce@e
for embarkation there could be little doubt that Greenlight was
the most completely equipped Force in all details ever to have
sailed from a Canadian port.

MOBILIZATION, ADMINISTRATION

Medical

46. While the mobilization of the Greenlight'Fonce was proceeding
at the concentration area, administrative arrangements in various
services were being carried to completion. Medical Boards examined
not only the five thousand personnel who fin~lly comprised the '
embarkation list but many hundreds of others who had to be rejected
for category reasons. Inoculations, vaccinations and blood
groupings were completed for all ranks and tho blood group marked
on each man's identity disk. Plans for the eVLcuation of casualUes
and the fOTIvarding of casualty reports were formulated. The
organization of the 25 Field Jimbulance was adjusted to meet the
requirements of the special nature of the Force (47).

Dental

47. Two Dental Sections of two officers each were kept busily
employed checking dental sheets and performing emergency dental
work upon the personnel of the force. These officers were attached,
one to each Combc.t Team and one to Brigade Group Headquarters.
Arrangements were made with the American Medical Corps for proper
replacement of all expendable dental stores.

48. Shortly after concentration all officers and other ranks
were placed on the pay Book system. No 19 Field Cash Office,
RCAPC, was organized with Maj JF Petrie as Field Cashier assisted
by Capt ME Armstrong. It was felt that ·the size of the force '
demanded the appointment of an Assistant Cashier. Arrangements
were made for the provision of American funds for the payment of
troops on arrival at their destination. All pay was to be issued
in American funds at par of exchange. Enough American funds were
provided through the Field Cashier to Unit Paymasters to enable

••••• 0 Ci •
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them to make a cash payment on board ship of at least ~5.00

United States funds per man.

Postal

49. Postal arrangements provided for the establis~mcnt o~ an
Army Post Office (CAPO 51) at Vancouver. Mail for the force wou+d
be sorted at MFO 1106 in Vancouver Barracks, placed in Unit bags:,
and fonvard through Seattl~. The appreciation of one battalion
at these arrangements is sho~n in its was diary entry of 31 Aug.
"Sorting took t~le minimum of time as the letters were already
grouped by Companies and SUb-units, and tied in bundles, a happy
thought on some one's part", (48) • No 11 postal Detachment, CPC
(Lt H MacDonald and 4 ORs) would accompany the force to handle,
mail in the field and to work in close conjunction with the American
Postal Units which would be conducting the sale of money orders
and air mail stamps to Canadian troops.

Chaplains

50. Five Chaplains were provided for the Force, a Protestant padre
for each of the three Combat Teams and two Roman Catholics, one
for Le Regt de Hull and one for Bde H~~ All had served for varying
amounts of time with Units on the Pacific Coast and were thorou~

familiar with the type of men in their care and the problems that
had to be faced.

Records
.
"

51. The Command Records Officer~ Major S Henson, proceeded to
Nanaimo where a staff of 45 records clerks made a thorough check ,
of all documents. Particular attention was given to the examina­
tion of MFsM 4, in order to make sure that no one enlisted or
enrolled SUbsequent .to 15 Feb 43 remained on the strength of the
Force. Under the direction of Lt-Col JJP. de Salaberry, NDHQ,
2 Echelon Pacific Command was established at Nanaimo, and the Fon,qe
went on a Field Return basis on 26 Jun 43. Following the embarka~

tion the main body of the 2 Echelon, under Capt GIl[ Carr, moved to
Vancouver, while an advance party consisting of Lieut TO Wilson
and two NCOs accompanied the force to Adak. Arrangements were
made for the advance party to communicate with its base in Vancouver
by way of the US Signal Centre, Seattle, a teletype being install~d

direct from Seattle to 2 Echelon in Vancouver Barracks '

Canteens

52. At the express wish of General DeWitt no Canadian Canteens
were provided. In order that an equal distribution of the supplies
available on board ship might be made, Officers Commanding detaCh­
ments on the various ships were instructed to indent to the Unite,d
States Post Exchanges for their supplies each day and to be '
responsible for their distribution among the troops. Arrangements
were made-for a supply of cigarettes and games by Auxiliary
Services for use on the transports.

Graves

53. No prOV1Slon was made for a Graves Registration'Unit to
accompany the force, the responsibility for devising and executin~

a system of marking and registering graves being placed upon "
Brigade Headquarters. Instructions were issued that crosses or
other suitable memorials should be erected as opportunity provided
and that photographs of graves should be taken whenever possible.
All records of graves were to be sent through" 2nd Echelon to the
Graves registration Section, Director of Records, NDH~.

........
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Publicity
,..

54. In order that Greenlight might receive adequate news
coverage for release to the canadian Public at the appropriate
time, the consent of VIDC and Fourth Jl:rilly was obtained to the
sending of three Canadian press representatives with the PRO;
Pacific Command (Maj G Sivertz), accompanied by two Canadian Army
photographers (49). All news despatches and pictures were to
be cleared through the, Naval Alaskan Sector Censor, and no pUbliq,
release was to be made without authority of the War Department
at 1!vashington, who would co-ordinate with Ottawa joint release
in the United States and Canada. Vfuile the PRO photographers gav~

the Greenlight Force good coverage from the view point of pUblio
interest, their natural concentration was upon shots of pUblic
appeal rather than in the field of purely military interest. The
two landed with the first wave at Green Beach and got good '
pictures there and later at Kiska Harbour. At no time however did
they have liaison with Canadian Intelli~nce personnel on the
Island and their early return to Canada left the Greenlight Force
without photographic facilities. It was only due to the ingenuity
of the Bde S-2 in borrowing for a day in September the services
of a US Signels Photo Section cameraman, and retracing with him
the path from Green Beach to Itlska Harbour that official picture~

of the Canadian stay on Kiska went into the record. .

55. The tremendous amount of administrative and clerical work
involved in the planning and executing of all these arrangements
on the "A" side can hardly be estimated. Each phase presented it~

own problems. New records had to be created for 2 Echelon.
Printers could not be found to handle contracts in the limited
time available. The necessary forms were drawn up and multilithed
by Administrutive Staff. The crection of the Field Cash Office
with the work involved in changing 5000 accounts over to the Pay
Book system was·in itself no small administrative accomplishment.

An entirely new organization had to be set up in the
establishment of the b~se post office, with a staff to be selecteg,
organized and trained in the barest possible time. These problem$
were all new, faced by Pacific Command for the first time. That'
met and they' were met successfully speaks well for the Admin­
istrative Staff. Working long hours at high pressure, the secret
nature of their duties precluding the employment of outside
assistance, Col HRW Allan (Col Administration), assisted by Mr
'DB Keir (Personal Assistant to Brig i/c' Administration), and two
civil service clerks, dealt with these administrative problems a~

they arose, and handled in one office the tremendous volume of I

correspondence that the planning of Greenlight entailed.

V

MOVE~~T OF THE FORCE

Transports provided by US - Combat Loading - The Shortage of
Time - Embarkation.

TRANSPORTS PROVIDED BY US

56. Loading and embarkation plans were initiated at a conference
in San Francisco on 11-13 June between GOC-in-C, pacific Command
BGS, and United states Western Defence Command. The United States
provided four troop transports to move the Canadian formation,
USAT "DAVID BRANCH", USAT "CHIRllCOFF", SS "S.ACAJAWEA" and SS
"PERIDA". Their capacity for personnel and freight was as

... ,., ..
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follows (50):

"BRANCH"
t7SACAJ.NNEA't
r'CRIRIKOI!'F n

"PERIDLlt

.Allotted tp

HQ Group
14 En Combat Team
15 Bn Combat Team
16 En Combat Team

capac.ity
Personnel

1200
1100
1300
1600

Freight
in tons

2500
6000
4500

·4000

These ships were basically loaded at Seattle, begiru1ing 5
July, preparatory to proceedJng to Vancouver Island for the
embarkation of the Force. A few days before embarkation~ as the
cent_'e of gravity of act.ivi ty shifted from Vancouver to the
Island~ an advanced IIQ Pacific Command, was set up at Nanaimo~

with the GOC-in-C, BGS, AQ~MG, DA~[G, and Colonel Admin, moving'
there to supervise the final arrangement.s for the departure of
the Force.

COMBAT LO.ADING

57. Considerable importance was attached by the Staff Planners
to the need for careful and accurate comb~t loading of the ships.
With off-loading plans completed to the finest detail every item
of stores a:c.d equipment had to be put into the ships in reyer-se
order to these planE: so that when the time came for disembarkation
there ~night be no delay in the rapid and efficient maintenanoe of
supply (51). Maj CS Tracy of the United States Marines was sent
by the Western Defence Command to instruct especially selec·ted
Officers and ORs of each Combat Team as to the methods of Combat
loading of ships (52). Although it was handicap that a three
months' course had to be telescoped into less than two w6eks, the
in.structions received made it possible for the personnel selected
to exercise a considerable amount of technioal supervision over
loading and off-loading of the stores. They proceeded to Seattle
and were j:::l"esent during the loading operatiuns as reprE2sentatives
of their respe ctive Combat 'ream Commanders (53).

58. Consideration of the a7ailable ports of embarkation on
Vancouver Isl&nd resulted in a decision reached on the advice of
the Naval Officers and concurred in by Officers of the Seattle
Port of Embarkation, that embarkation should take place ~s follows:
the :lBHANCHtt and the "SACAJAWEA\! to load at Nanaim0 9 and the
"CHIRIKOFF" and the "PERIDA" at Chemainus. 'Wharves at Chemainus
allowed two ships to be berthed and loaded simultaneously. At
Nanaimo, however, the Government wharf had accommodation av-ailable
for only one ship for loading of stores, so that it was necessary
for the USAT "DAVID BRANCH" to loe.d her cargo of stores at the
Government wharf and move to the coal wharf for embarkation of her
personnel, while the ,., SAC AJAVEA" followed her into the Government
wharf to load both cargo and personnel. These arrangements worked
satisfactorily. The "BR.ANCH" &rrived at Nanaimo on the evening .'
of ~ July followed by the remaining three ships on the next day
(54) •

59. The offer of SPOE authorities to bring United States
Stevedore Compunies to do the loading at Nanaimo and Chemainus
was not accepted because of the possibility of labour difficultie?
Loading parties of 400 ORs were provided by the 6 Div (55).

60. Under the direction of the Trc.nsport Q,uc.rtermasters a strict
order of priority of loading was followed (56). Combat Teams
produced loading plans based upon tonnage tables drawn up by
Pacific Command Headquarters. Only the unit equipment and stores
put on board at Nanaimo and Chemainus were to be off-loaded at
Adak, where it was expected (and as events subsequently proved

••••••••
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corroctly so} that such off-loading would serve as Q useful
rehearsal for the fin~l disembarkation. In the order arranged
ships would first unload Forward Combat Te~s and their weapons
(on the "BRJ.NCHIt

, BriS:J.de HQ, and Signals), to be followed in turn
by Beach Combat Teams, motor transport} artillery~ engineer,
ordnance and medical stores. iillmunition would be carried with
the weapon or on the man, vehiclos would carry enough POL for one
day's operation, Rnd all personnel would carry four days' rations
on the man (57).

51. The ammunition to be taken had been previously strapped
down on the special pallets or sleds for easo in loading, each
sled oontaining three units of fire. These were now staoked on
top of the sleds that formed part of the basic load. In additi.on
to its guns oaoh Combat Team loaded five 5-ton Athey Trailers,
twelve light T-15 Cargo Carriers (snOW...ljeeps), and ten tractors
(D-4 and D-5). No 15 and 15 Combat Teams i share of this heavy.
eqti.ipment had to be shipped over the E & N Railway from. Nanaimo
to Chemainus. The movement through Nanaiillo streets of this US
mechanical equipment added considerable weight to the belief that
the Greenlight Force was destined for an .A~erican theatre of war.

THE SHORTAGE OF TI1lli

52. As loading proceeded, the "time element became more and more
insistent (58). All boxes of stores had to be camouflage painted~

and must further carry the numbers of the ship, a designation of
the contents, its weight and cubic content, and the serial number.
of the unit for which it was intended. So intonse was the pressure
during the lest few days that there were occasions when the
Ordnance personnel had nO.time to check the contents or' incoming
boxes, being f.or-ced to accept the accompanying invoi css on trust
while sprayi.ng on the covering' paint, which had not dried by the
time the boxes were in the freighters' holds (59). That a simila~

shortage of timo must have existed during the Seattlo loading wa$
shown later with the arri.val on the Kiska beaches of large numbers
of boxe8 from the basic loads bearing such unillurninating labels"
as "Englnaer Stores Yf , "Ordnance stores U , the coverlng of cam­
ouflage paint having effectively hidden all clues as to the
identity Of the contents.

EMBhRKATION

53. Loading was completed without interruption and was followed
by the embarkation of personnel according to c.arefully pre­
arrang8Q plans (50). Guided by members of advance billetting
parties the Headquarters Group embarked upon the IiDAVID BRlillCH",
No 14 Combat Team on the "SACAJA',VEA" in the early hours of Monday,
12 July (51). The men, each carrying & 50-pound rucksack besides
his weapon, marched with a new gait, holding themselves strangely,·
leaning well forward from the waist with head thrust out, cS.S .

though to counter the p~ll of , this new burden on their backs. The
15 Combat Team moving by rail from Nariaimo to Chemainus embarked
on the "CHIRIKOFF" early on the 12th. The 16 Combat Team at
Courtenay t.ogether with three companies of Canadian Fusiliers
from Nanaimo boarded the "PERIDJ,." at Chemainus on Sunday, the 11th.
The placing of approximately 300 all ranks from tho Canadian
Fusiliers on the "PERIDA" was' necessitated by the large allotment
of hold space in the "SJiCi.JAWEA" to freight.

54. Up to the time of embarkation Combat Teems had not been
completely segregated, so that the movement of personnel from
the training areas to their respective Team boats roquired careful
co-ordination and was accomplished in a manner that reflected
skillful staff work.

. .
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65. By ten 0' clock on the morning of thG 12th 4800 liOavily
laden Canadian officers and men had walked up the gang planlcs,
and embarkation was completed (62). The ships moved out into
the harbour and remained there until evening when, sped on their
way by the good wishes of the GOC-in-C (63), they proceeded to
their rendezvous with the escorting convoy.

VI

SECURITY

Greenlight Security Plan - Confinement to Camp - Security at
Embarkation.

GREEI\TLIGHT SECURITY PLJ.J:J

66. The matter of security with regard to Greenlight received
the most careful attention. It was inevi'~able that the spe.culat~.on

of troops and general public alike should be aroused by the
training of Canadian Combat Groups in combined operations in
Pacific Command, and in view of the fact that Parliamentary
sanction had recently been announced to permit the use of NRMA
troops i.n the J-J.eutians, it is not surprising that the finger of
rumour frequently pointed in that direction. lilly security measures
that were taken in the final analysis of necessity had to con·· '
centrate on concealing the specific destination and the exact time
of embarkation of the Canadian troops. From the inception of
Greenlight the strictest precaution was taken to ensure secrecy.
A security plan drawn up by the GSO I (Int) Pac Comd (Lt-Col BR
Mullaly) was put into effect and all officers received implicit
instructions regarding the need for close adherence to the plan
(64). The code name "Greenlight" was used at all times in
referring to the projected operation. £t all stages of the pro­
ceedings channels of communication between NDHQ and Pacific
Command were restricted so that all correspondence was directed
from CGS, AG, and Q,HG at ottawa to the GOC-in-C, the BGS and the
Brig i/o hdmin. Pacific Command (65). It must be admitted' that
this blanket of secrecy piled a tremendous burden upon the
s~oulders of a very small staff, and resulted in a situation where
many officers .not in the picture could not properly appreciate
the great urgency of the situation which made it necessary, for
example, for the Ordnance Depot at Vancouver to work in shifts'
24 hours a day, including Sundays.

67. Unit postal censorship supplemented by censorship of civilian
mail was imposed at Nanaimo and Courtenay as from the 16 Jun, .
similar restrictions being instituted at Wainwright in order to
divert attention from Greenlight '(66). Telegraph censorship and
monitoring of telephone messages to prevent all mention of
military activities became effective in the embarkat~on areas
four days before the boats sailed. Postal intercepts following
the issue of J~erican clothing and equipment revealed a wide
variety of rumours current among the troops, with destinations
estimated all the way from Chile to hlaska. .

68. Personnel of the 13 Inf Bde Field Security Section, all
specially selected, were distributed among units throughout the
Force, while a Security Officer, of field rank, was appointed in
each unit to lecture to ranks on security as an essential part of

........
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trninj.ng and to check and supervise u~it seourityo

69" jill part of the protecti.ve security plan a prcgrar;nne of
deception was launched which inoluded speoially prepared pr'GE5
releases (67), the adoption at code nC'..m.es relc.til~g to the
Southwest Pacific for eech phuse of trainint;, un1t lectures on
tropi.cal diseases and combined operations in No:..""w&y and the
Mediterranean, c:.nd relee,se of WIT mess::lges i.n cl.ec:.r dosigne,j
to give the impression that troops were re tur.l.li!lt; t,-, ho~e stc:.tions
on completion of training. "

CONFJNEMENT TO C1JviP

700 The imposition of CB regulations and all personnel of Nanaimo
Mili tary Camp as frcll. 1700 hours 8 Jul 43 was a secnrlT"y meaSUl"'e
that found little favour among officers and mon of the Greenlig!J."4
ForcG (68). The 0rder so added to the l'esent:i:J.Gnt felt at the
rc:fusc:l to g:'an·~ emba~"'kation leave: that, to lessen the l danger
to morale; the restriction \i\ras relE'.xed to allow soldiers ~ relatil,-as
and friends wi. th:i.n camp bmIndaries. For four e~reningE in ~ row
wives a:!:ld sweethearts fi1180. the camp, an(~ the uncertClinty of the
imminent departure of their men made each successi--:r8 night a new
chaptor in prolonging the agony of farewe:l.

SEOURITY RT EWill;Jt~£TION

71. On tho actual embarka-cion +"he .r:rotection and secur] ty of -::'h!3
dock areas and ~hips was laade the responsibility of the DPM
Pacific Commandn j~mod guards fro~ 6 units were posted to prevonv
the close approc,oh ·co the loading wharves of civilian e.nd servicq
pe:rson:c.el (69)" '9Gangvwy guards and ship gT3.::d!3 were lJ':".:·· "i0..ec~ by t.he
ReNi? and a system of awarding p&sses was inaEgurated for' authori zed
personnel u 1. Gonstant patI'ol of' the waters ad. j acent to t.he ships
and loading wha~ves was ma~ntained by MLC~s to onsure that no
unauthorized ships; boats or persons approached. .J:..s each uni t
and detact.llllent embarked an embal'kation slip ohe eked against the
nom:Lnal roll and signed 'Jy the offioer or NCO L'l c:'large was hnnded
to the 1·IGal1gv.rayl~ g·u.aY'd who again checked the number boarding ·i~be

ship. ITbe effect of all. thoso precautions was that no unauthori zed
person had access to the transport ships at any time during the
period of embarkation.

VIr

DISCIPLINE

'22. Wl::.en the troop transports sailed trom Vancouvor Island 165
other ranks of Greenlight Force did not aocompany them and were
presumed to be AvV"L. Very few, if any of '~hese cases oCGul""'red
du:':'ing the actual period of embarkation, most of them ta~dng plaQf)
during the period of mobili zation which preceded it. J"s has been
previously suggested, much of this absence could be traced to the
dissatisfaction caused among those men who had been pO;3ced and in
some cases re-posted from othe4nunits into the Greenlight Force,
and who had had no opportunity/Iearn to know their officers and
NCOs or to develop any esprit de corps in their new units. In
this connection it is significant that the Regiment de Hull which
had suff3red less disruption of its other ranks than any other
unit either from previous Overse~s drafts or from inter-unit
postings had at embarkation] according to reco~ds, only six men
K~L while the other three Battalions had 42, 47 &nd 31 respeccively
(70).
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73. Within a week of embarkation 45 absentees had been apprehended
or had surrendered in various point s. These "tourists" were,
despatched under escort via Seattle-to rejoin their units (71).
In the case of missing personnel who were apprehended at points
too'far distant to allow of i~~ediate' return to units, disciplinary
action was taken at their respective District Depots.

74. It is unfortunate that the wildest rumours regarding embarka~

tion were circulated~ Allegations of the desertion of some 300
men and numerous officers, and forcing of troops on to the ·boats
at the bayonet point and machine gun muzzle were circulated in
various parts of the country, presumably finding their initiatiop.
in the fertile imaginations of those ubsentees who were not
immediately apprehended (72).

VIrI

MAINTENANCE

Weapons and Ammunition - Clothing, Equipment and Stores ­
Accommodation - Reinforcements.

WEAPONS AND M~~ITION

75. The policy of maintenance of Greenlight Force dealt mainly
with (a/ weapons and a~unition of Canadian provision and (b)
stores and equipment and supplies of United states provision {73!_
The scale of reserve weapons laid down by the General Staff
provided for 42 per cent of war equipment, being six months'
wastage at an intense rate of six per cent per month plus six
mohths at the normal rate of one per cent per month (74) •. Of th~
wea'pons six per cent were despatched on the freighter "LILOA"
that sailed for Adak from SPOE 25 Jun; 6 per cent formed part of
the "basic load" put on board the combat ships at Seatt~e on 5
Jul; and the remaining 30 per cent were sent by the freighter
"BURKE", which followed the main Force from Seattle on 15 Jul.
This freighter also carried spare parts for Canadian weapons.

76 3 Reserve ammunition and training ammunition of a Canadian
nature was provided on the scale laid down by General Staff, ie
10 to 15 times G 109S, plu~ a training quota. In order to guard
against the possible loss of all the amm~~it~on of the Force at
sea or on the beaches during the operation it had been decided
that a freighter, the "LILOA", should load at Seattle '25 per cen'~

of the reserve ammunition plus a training quota, to precede the
Force to Adak, the island designated as the Aleutian training
area (75). The remaining 75 per cent reserve ammunition was
co~bat loaded on the four transport ships at Seattle and ~ormed

Jart of the "basis load", which 'Would be carried right through
to the final place of disembarlmtion without being off-loaded at
Adak. Demands for additional Canadian ammunition to replace
expenditure were to be submitted by the Force Coramander through
United States channels to Western Defence Command, which would
obtain supplies from Pacific Command for shipment through SPOE.

CLOTHING, EQ,UIP~ifENT AND STORES

7? Since no Canadian lines of communication were established
articles of clothing and equipment of Canadian pattern were to
be replaced by United States equivalents when they became un­
serviceable. However, such distinctive items of Canadian clothing
as battle dress, berets, badges and insignia were to be replaced
upon demand through the sarne channels as for Canadian ammunition
( 76) •
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78. The maintenance of all other clothing and eqUipment, rations,
stores) fuel, construction materials and ammunition (75-mm and
81-mm) became a matter of United States provision. With the
exception of the last two items prOVision of these stores and
supplies would be automatic (77). Thirty days' maintenance was
loaded in the combat ships, and shipment of a further sixty days'
maintenance was arranged for the freighter nBtJ"ltKEn. Provi sion o+'
engineer construction materials was the responsibility of the
Commander of the Amphibian Force, as was the maintenance of the
United States ~~unition subsequent to the units of fire already
provided in the combat ships and shipped as a reserve on the lat~r

freighter.

79. It was planned that the accounting for these United States
supplies would be made by assessment on a per capita basi.s against
the Canadians by the United states, such assessment being based
upon accurat.e strength returns from the Force. When stores were
needed in addition to those automatically provided, they must be
accounted for upon properly prepared United States shipping tickets,
signed by United States issuing officers and by Canadian Army
officers designated by the Brigade COlnmander to authorize such
deffifuids o These shipping t~ckets would be forwarded through DDOS~

Pacific Command to NDHQ, for final settlement (78). As will be
seen later, certain developments in the unloading of stores at
Kiska beaches necessitated a revision in the system of Canadian
accountability as originally planned {79}.

ACCOHMODATION

80. Accommodation at Adak and subsequently at Kiska was to be
provided by United States authorities. Initially each man would
be prepnred to use his half-tent shelter until the United States
pyramidal tents were available. A few Canadian marquees 1 tables
folding, and tubs laundry were sent in the combat ships to
improve acco®nodation. When the Canadians arrived at Adak~

however, they found 750 pyramidal tents (6 men) and 40 large
wall-tents ready for them to set up in their bivouac area (80).

REI170RCEl,fEL'ifTS

81. It was decided that no poo~ of reinforcements ~uuld be
maintained in the theatre of operations. I{eplaceraents of'
important key personnel who became casualties ~~uld be despatched
from Pacific Co~nand. Units remaining for a long period of time
in the lUeutians area or being reduced to non-effective status
could be replaced by other units undergoing special training in
Pacific Coa~and. Behind the US component of ATF 9 were thousand~

of potential reinforcements based along the Aleutian Chain, but
with the invading task force outnumbering the supposed defenders
by an estimated three to one it appeared highly improbable that
furthorsupport would be needed (8l}Q

IX

EN ROUTE

The Convoy - Accommodation on Board - Daily Routine

THE CONVOY

82. The original plan to havo the ships carrying the Cillladian
force form part of a larger convoy of US troop transports to
Adak was modified, and the Greenlight convoy proceeded as an

~ • • ~ u .0. . v
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individual unit to the Aleutian port, accompanied initially by the·
Canadian minesweepers VlOUT.ARJ)E" and "CHIGNECTOll (82) 0 Oft
Discovery Island tour protecting naval vessels joined ~he movenent~

the US destroyer VlHATFIELD", the Canadian corvette "DAWSON"~ the
US gunboat IICHARLESTONli and the US minesweeper "ORACLEn (8~'S I •

Throughout the entire route the convoy was continuously in reach
of Innd-based patrol planes, both Canadian and US (84), while US
naval authorities stood ready to furnish additionru_ escor~ on the
approaches to Adak if eny were deemed necessary (85). On the
decks of the transport ships US personnel manned the naval and
Anti-Aircraft guns, with Canadian details standing by to act as
a~~unition passers or gun crew replacements (86). Every man on
board wo~e a lifebelt whenever he left his bunk (87)9 and daily
boat drills instilled into all ranks the routine to be followed
in an emergency (88), ,

ACC01@~ODATION ON BOARD

83 0 Sleeping accommodation on the ships varied from the point of
view of space available. The, 'men slept in blinks fitted in tiers
of four to the walls of the holds~ Additional In.c-'1ttresses were
laid on the tops of large hatchways that led to the cargo holds :.
below Q Officers and Warren t Officers, were provided with state-:
room berths, but Sergea..nts, Gxcept those aboard the nBRANCH",
slept with the men in the holdso Most crowded of all was the
"SACAJAWEAlr, especially on the fj nal move from Adak. On that
stage of the journey, with the retlli.... ri to 14 Combat Team of the
300 Canadian Fusiliers originally placed on the Vl PERIDA" , together
with additional porsonnel from the US port battalion, she carrie~

16f,l all ranks. As her official berth space waS but 954.~ increa~ed

to 1100 by the use of hatch~ay ~~ttresses, the men aboard were
forced to take their rest in shifts, an arrangement that brought
manJT of them 7;0 Kiska weary from lack of sleep (89).

84. Troop Messes were operated by 14 and 16 Combat Teams aboard
the "SACA.TAWEA" and the "PERIDA" respectively,' but the "BRANCH"
and the "CHIRIKOFFl1 , fitted out as Army rrransport vessels provided
their own commissariat. On the less crowded boats the men were
fed in four or five shifts for each meal, and received three meals
por day, but on the less favoured "SACAJAWENv it was impossible to
arrange 'for more than two meals a day (89). From 0700 hours to
1100 hours, and again from 1500 hours to 2030 hours a continuo~s

procession passed through the s.JlQ:il dining saloon, which could
accommodate only 150 at a ti~e. The food was good, and all ranks
spoke enthusiastically in f.avour of their American rations.

DAIIJY ROUTINE

85. In the intervals between ~eals there was much to keep eVGry­
body busy. Trainin~ consisted mainly of indoctrination lectures
in the dining room (except aboard the lISACAJAWEAU

) and the holds,
special attention being given to "Know your Enemy". On the first
day out from Nanaimo Brig Foster had withdrawn the veil of secrecy
from the primary destination and the final objectivG, and detai16q.
studies of Plaps of Adak and Kiska occupied the attention of
officers and NCOs (90). Aboard the ftBRANCH" the Brigadier held
daily conferences as the lessons of Attu were examined, and
members of Brigade HeadquartGrs Staff studied the aspects of their
particular jobs. Every effort was made, through PT classes on
deck to maintain the high peak of physical condition achieved on
Vancouver Island (91).

86. Whenever men's time is usefully employed morale generally
remains high. Their programme of daily training, together with
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their tu:cns at the various ship's duties for whicll they were made
responsible (92), served to keep the men well occupied and concerts
arranged by the ships' padres provided excellent entertairu,lent ~

but it is doubtful whether any single factor r.mde Q greater
contribution to the morale thac the discovery that cigarettes could
be bought at the pX (Post Exchange, or US Canteen) for 45 cents .
a carton of 200, and that chocolate bars weI'S correspondingly ,
cheap (93)0 The advance of five dollars US funds per man paid
on board was fully appreciated by all.

87. A week on boar~ passed quickly by. For the great majoritj
of the Greenlight Force, brought from prairie homes or inland
towns and cities this was their first sea voyagee 'l'he weather
was kind, and sailing was smooth, but there was no regret when
the sight of land on July 20 brought the prospect of early relief
from the incOnvenience of cramped quarters aboard ship (91) ..

x

TRAINING

Physical Conditioning - 90mbined Operations ~ Specialist
Training ~. US Courses of Instruction •

. ,
PHYSICAL CONDI1IONING

88. Trs.i..ning of the Greenlight Force at Nanaimo and Courtenay
unde·r Brig DR Sa:rgent, and later Brig HVv FORteI' ~ was limit ed in
ti:m.e but intensiVB in character 0 A careful scrutiny of each I;1an' i s
record of service had been followed by the elimination froI;1 the
Force of all who had not completed four months' basic training
(94), and for the three weeks' per!od that was available between
the time of organization of combat teams and 8Qbarkation, the
Brigade Group concentrated upon special-to-arm and Conbined
Operations trainingo At all times emphasis was laid upon the
offensive, and schemes were designed as operations "against an
ene~y stubborn and unyielding". Of primary importance were these
objectives: (i) Perfect physical fitness of each offi~er and nan,
and (ii) an expect knowledee and proficiency in the handling of
weapons (95).

89. One of the lessons learned from operations at Attu was the
need for this physical hardening of the highest order "in order
that all troops might be capable of conducting offensive operations
continuously day 3.l1d night as long as they were in the assault"
(96). To meet this requirement Greenlight's training schedule
included an adequate oonditioning progranme which sent all ranks
over the obstacle course on the Tsol~~ River, down the scramble
nets at Royston, and up the face of the cliffs at Balmoral Beach
(97). Troops were ~equired to carry five pounds of sand in small
packs, to koep their water bottles filled, and to move at the
double at all times, - an order vlhich brought from. one unit
diarist the 1,I,TY complai.nt: "another long day galloping madly about
with a pack-horse load of sand and water Vl (98). The process of
hardening was successfully carried to completion, and its fruits
were seen in the splendid physical condition that enabled our man
to meet the exacting dem.ands made upon their stmaina by the hosti+e
weather and terrain of Great Sitkin and Kiskao

• • • • • • • • e ~
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90~ For two of the combat teans only~ the 15th and 16th} did time
:permit a combined schemE; in field firi"'g prior to enoar __a:~icn9
These schemes were held at Oyster River, and afforded an opportun-_
i ty for all infantry weapons to be fi:;:-ed in \3or:,juIlction wi tr..:. the
nachine guns of the Saint John :I!"Llsiliers and till 25··pd:re of the
24 Field Regt (99). -Attu had shown the Japanese dislike for
artillery fire (100) p and such rehearsals 8.S the Oystel.... Ri~rer

schemes were designed to impress infantry CCmTIill!~8rs with the
importnnce of calling for aIld using f:'re si.:pport. fro:n. the heavier
weapons., The sE;cond of these exercises, held on 29 J'un] was
observed by the GOC-in-C dilring an inspection of Greer..light
training 0 What he saw enabled Gon Pea-ckes to desl,atch a ll\i:tre to
NDHQ, to the effect that the state of training of the Force was
satisfactory (lOl)e

SPECIALIST TRAINING

9J.o The 24 Field Coy ReE, isolated at Comox until embarkation
time as a result of a case of SUspo(rted'm6r~irgitlss had no
opportunity of training with the combat teams until Ad.ak was
reached (102)0 Fortunately the specialized nature of their work
lessened the disadvantage of this enforced seg~egationj and the
fullest use was :.-::lade of the lim.ited time avaiJ.able 0 In prelJaratioIl
for the engineers I anticipated role in shore operations the training
progra.I!lJ!J.e concentro.tel1l upon beach clearlng and road building,
demolition, the detection and neutralization of mines and booby
traps, accompilllied by a course in physical hardening in which
cliff scaling pls,yea a conspicuous part. Tv!O days! clriving
practice with caterpillar tractors was the prelude to a lnter ex­
tensive period of experience with D-6 /fcat'l and b'~lldozer at
Adak and lCiska, as the transport personnel rapidly caught the
infectious enthusiasm w:'"bh which the US t'idozer" operator attacks
every hill in sight (103).

j

92. The twofold training problem faced by the 24 Field Regiment
RCA was that of bringing ne'JI! reinforcement s -Co uniform standard
with the rsst of the men) and of gaining expsrience \nth the
new US ?5-.TI1.'11 howitzers. The unit commander has yet to be found
\~Tho feels that his incoming drafts comprisG the best trained men
that their former unit could supply, and the story of Greenlight
mobilization appears to have provided no exception; A judicious
distribution of new personnel throughout the different batteries
made possible a leavening process which enabled all guns to be
effectively mannedo While only two batteries particIpated in
the Oyster River scheme prior to embarkation, opportunities for
firing occurred later at Ad[}k aHd ,Great attkin, and all personnel
quolifi ed on both Car..adi an and US pieces (104).

93. As with the ground artillery the problem of the 46 Light AA
Battery consisted of bSGoming accustomed, to new equipment~

Predictors were useo. for the first time at Nanaimo personnel
getting a week's practice with them. 'rhe crews gained further
valuable experience at Adak as they sighted on hundreds of planes
continually flying over the harbour. One of the ohief objections
to the em.ployment of this new equipment was its weight. Each
predictor set weighed over 300 Ibs, a difficult six man-load on
the uncertain footing of the Aleutian hi11s& The arrival at
Kiska of British dade Stiffkey Stick sets at the end of September
provided the battery with a piece of equipment much preferred to
the predictors (105)~
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US COl~SES OF INSTRUCTION

94. The role of Greenlight as a 'force operating with Anerican
t~OOP3 on an American organization basis made it highly desirable
that Canadic'cll representatives should receive special US tre.ir.i~g.

To this end selected Officers and NCOs participated in various
courses in the United States and !~llirican instructors were brough~

to Canada. Eight officers and thirteen NCOs attending Maj Tracey's
transport and quarte:cmaster course at Nanalmo proceeded to Seattle
for five days to learn the syste~'1 of loading (106) a Fou~ NCOs
from 24 Field Regt RCA were despr1.tched to HQ, A.rnphibious Training
Force 9, at Fo~t Orde for special instruction in the use of the
US ?5-mm pack howitzer (l07). An officer from each infantry
battalion, 25 Field AmbUlance, and Brigade HQ" attended an
intelligence course at Fort Orde~ where they observod various
phases of amphibious training and familiarized themselves with
the lessons, learnt at Attu, us well as gaining experience in the
use of Japanese weapons (108). From Le Regi.ment de Hull, charged
with the provision of beach teams, four lieutenants went to a
Shore Course at San Diego to learn the US system of handling beach
J?arties and the pr ocedure in controlling the fire of naval guns
ll09).

XI ,

ADAK

~\ccom.modation - Training - Great Sitkin Exercise ­
Preparations for the Final Move

ACCOMHODATION

95. The Canadian convoy anchored in' Adak Harbour on the Gvening
of 20 July (110), and' disembarkation began at all early hour next
norning (111). As the troops ~arched towards their bivouac 'area,
two and half rliles back in the hills that enclosed Kulul{ Bay,
they were informally greeted by hundreds of lunerican sailors and
soldiers along the way. They looked at the treeless hills; that
somehow seemed rluch steeper than they had appeared from the boat,

,and for the first time they saw Ale~tian tundra. Before they left
the island they were to learn from bitter experience what it was
to walk, battle loaded s upon this sane·tundra. "Tund:ra" as one
diQrist put it, "is a crisscross raatting of about twenty different
kinds of grass, moss, and s!11B.ll wiry plants, which 1s laid upon a
soft clay, which in turn rests upon a subsoil of soft volcanic
ash. Walk on a FJ.exsteel mat"{jress covered vii th grass and you can
enjoy tundra in the security of your own hone" (112)0

96. Characteristic of the co-operation exhibited by the US
authorities was the fact that the bivouac area selected for tho
use of the Canadians was probably the best allotted to any formatiQ~

of ATF 9. Mal RJ Belton, who with Capt Golding had preceded the,
Greenlight Force to Adak in a liaison capacity, was able to report
the provision of 750 pyramidal tents, with supplies of rations,
coal and,wood, fuel oil and gasoline available in the Canadian
area (80). ~\ll day long the olive green tents were popping up
over the Canadian valley, as units, forewarned of the unpleasant
nature of Jueutian wGather, pu~ forth every effort to gein
protection fran the expected rain. At the (;xprt;::3s wis.:l. of the
Comnanding General, tents were placed in an uneven pattern,
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deliberately avoiding the orderly arr/3J.lgement in rows that would
have eased the task of raiding enemy aircraft.

97. The sta.y of a month originally planned fo'r Adak was redu,ced
to tkee weeks, and advantage was taken of every minut\.~ to push
the training of for-ward and beach combat teams to completion
(113). A week of comparatively fine weather found all personnel
reaching up into the hills, pounding away at the spongy surface
of the tundra covered mountain sides, buildlng up the new m~scles

needed to tackle cross country movement in the tough i\leutian
terrain (114). The engineers got in some valuable practice with
the US b'tll1dozers ~ assisting their tem.porary hosts in some road
construction (103J. Signals personnel~ who had not had an
opportunity of working with nevv-ly issued US equipment at Nanaimo,
were now busily employed practising with the new sets~ and
rehearsing with the Brigade Staff' tactl cal exer.cises in the field
(115) .

GREAT SITKIN EXERCISE

98. By far the most valuable combined training in which the
Greenlight Force participated prior to the Kiska landing was the
Gree:t Sitkin exerci se oonducted during -che fir st week of P_ugust
(116). In planning and conducting the operation every effort
was made to simulate the conditions 01' the Force's main Objective,
and as a result the many lessons learned as the exercise developed
were to prove invaluable to all services in ironing out various
Vv""I'inkles before the final move.

99. Sailing from Adak in a small convoy on the mOl'ning of 3
Aug1J.st, the Canadian troops reached the transport area of Ulak
Island in a few hours, a.nd. from· there disembarked into the landin.g
barges for the 50-minute run into the Great 3.itkin beach. A
steep surf and heavy wind gave a foretaste of what. might be
expected in poor landing conditions, and tile sight of two of
their barges grotmded and broken by the sea reminded the parti­
cipating troops that they were engaged in no child's play (117).

100. For 48 hours the troops stayed on the island carrying out
their allotted tasks and for half of that time they were exposed
to the Il1iseries of rain~ fog and mist. Hen learned that 8.
carelessly fastened poncho or a ruclcsack left uncovered durIng
the night resulted in a soaked sleeping bag or sodden clothing
next morning (118). i-ownere Clnd at no time during the entire
Greenlight adventure did the opposition of weather and terr.ain
surpass in aggressiveness that encoLmtered on Great Sitkin, and
in self-defGnc~ the Canadian soldier was rapidly learning the
most important lesson that Greenlight taught him, to be able to
look after himself. The return to Adak on 7 Aug afforded another
opportunity to practise a tac~ical landing (119). The weather
continued to be bad, and at the end of the ,eight-mile march from
the beach the troops found. the Canadian cap~p a sea of mud (120).

PREPARATIONS FOR THE 11'INAL MOVE

101. There was little time for resting. Fro~ the Brigade
Commander, busy ',',ri th his staff preparing for the final operation
and ad..rninistrat"ive orders, do"wn to the private sold.ier cleaning
his weapon and trying to wash the m.ud out of his clothes, all
were fuJ..ly occupied getting ready for the move to Kiska. Actually
there was not enough time to put into effect alJ. the a,dj ustment s
and improvements that experience at Great 8itl::;in recommended. A
few extra days would have meant much to sorely harassed admin~­

istrative officers as they tried to work out- last minute details
while office boxes were being packed for loading (l~l)o Ordnance
personnel worked like deflons resorting and classifying various
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types of' stores; T(~H\ s pat finishing touches to their loading plans;
and ship's adJutants worried their passenger list into shape to
accommodate the extra US personnel who wero to join tbe Force on
leaving Adak (86). Arn.ong the troops "ll..Vl am'! HB~' bags vvere packed 'for
shipment as Combat Team Commanders issued instructions that men
would embark equipped for battle. A single K-ration and aD-ration
wero issued to all ranks with the warning that these must suffiee'
them for their first t\~ days on Kiska (122). But shipboard
appetites are often keen, and what could bE; more appetising for
a midnight snack than the tasty chocolate of a D-ratio:l?

XII

THE FINAl, MOVE

Embarkation at Adak -, Authority to Proceed - 'rhrough tt.e
Fog to Kiska./

EJVIBA..1lli:A'l"lJ ON AT ADAK

102" }i~mbarkat.i.on at Adak began on August 9 , three days after the
return from the Great Sitkin exercise, and continued to the 11,
when the 'fBRilliCH11 and '1CHIRIKO]'Flt "Nero loaded. (123) 0 One by one
the units of the various combat teams formed up in full marching
order an~ moved down the muddy roads to the harbour. Burdened as
they were with the bulky gear of A.111ori co.n troops, the Ca...'1adians
nevertheless p~esented a str~king appearance of uniform orderlino~s

as they rna.rched smartly and cheerfully on to the A.rmy Dock.

103. Hero a scene of almost indescribable activity met the eye.
Mountains of material, rov,rs of guns and heavy vehicles~ stacks of
illumunition, thousands of rations, were being stored aboard barges
for transports lying at anchor in the stream, or being loaded
d.irectly :Lnto the hold.s and on to the decks of ships berthed at
the sturdy wharves. This was the fourth embarJ~atio.ll of men and
cargo, and the experience gained from the previous loadings was
evident in the precision that characterized the performfu'1ce of
the tremendous task.

104. Advance HQ ~acific Command had opened at Adak on 7 Aug,
(124), and down to the dock on the third day CQIne the GOC-in-C
accompaniod by Gon De Witt and Gen Buckner, COffi."D.anding Generals
of Western Defence Con~and and lUaska DefenQe COIT@and, all
intently interested in the progress of this experiment to use
Canadian and i~erican troops together in combined operations.
For more than t~u hours Gen Pearkes stood n6ar the gang plank
of the "CHIRIKOF}T", speaking perscnally to several hundred of
his men and cheeriqg them with his obvious in~erest in their
well-being and the success of their undertaking (125).

105. IJate in the afternoon of the 11th the 'VCHIRIKOFF" o..nd the
l?BRANCHH moved slowly out from tho dock to join the "SACAJ~'1.WEA"

and the "IJEHIDA" in Kuluk Bay. All types of' craft crowded the
harbour, fro~n big battleships and transports to the long grey
hulls of.LSTs, - in all about 60 vessels riding outsid~ the
submarine boom in the busy bay (126).

106. For two days more they waited off Adak while officers and
men settled down onCE; again into quarters that had become more
crowded than ever with the addition of further US personnel (127) <

COTh"D.anding officers and their staffs familiarized themselves with. .
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the maps of Kiska, 3000 of -v~ich had been distributed fru~ B~igaGe

HeadquD.:,ters s and completed their plans for the assault (128).
All day long flights of Liberators, Mitchells, Lightnings and
Warhawks droned overhe.:ld on bombing :cr;.issions to Kisl-ca j err~p}"'.aslz,i.q.g

to all the realization of their presc:m.0e in an actual theatre of
wa~c. It was on 'Ll:e evening 0-:: Friday, .Augu.s~ ~ 3~;h~ that &'10;101'S

were weighed and the long COllllilllS of ships 8terumed s~Gwly out of
Adak ha:::,bour lr..to the fog.

AUTHORITY TO PROCEED

107" NDHQ authority fo::- Greenlight to pr~ce6d to ~.ts f:'.~a.l

defJtinati on Cfull.e at th9 last moment 0 On 11 Al.;D H:~,j -Ger~ Mu~:'chie

had repo'2.... ted. fl'om Adv E~ at Adele to CG-S t~a'~ the C8118.diEL.'1 -craiaing;
morale, and equ.:i.pmell'3:t; was satisfactory ~ ane. h-'1d recc..'IDffi8ndGo. ·that

+h .; .... t· .",.~. r>. :~. 1+ rl ;129' O"';'h f' l~ ·.,~.·l .. O' ""p."I~n-aUlJ or~""GY 0 .l-'.Lo-,ee~ De gral.lJ8l.l \ ' .I, .l. J_ e O.• __ C •..L o c'l.,LJ....e
Gen Fearkes wi:ced. tl:a.-:; the time of the Fe-,rcs r s departu.re fr jm iVJak
had been set I'or the r::orni.DG of 13 Aug; B.nd. that anless he heard.
to the .contrary he would assume -Chat the recomr:1.endations of the
VCG~,,~acl bem: approv-c:d (13?). L~te ·;~b.e.~ same night (~:.2 A~) {
PaC1I:L0 COIil..m.and recelved. tne awalted npproval from NDtl.Q, (1.3-'.),
relaying it to Adak shortly befo:::'e mid.night (133 j. The authcri ty r

which took the form of a Ministerial. Direction issued unl.er the
provisions of Order' in COlL.'1cil PC 5011 1 permitted the desp[~t'Jh

of the NRM(~.·personnel of Greenlight to any part of the Alentians
0:::' arljacent US islands (133) 0 •

THROUGH THE FOG T0 KISI~~

108. The CO!l"'lOy, c~nsisting of t he four Car-adian transports arid·
the US S3 r1B~;LLn bearing Nort!H3I':l Secto:' HQ,~ moved s10v/1.7 through
poor vi sibillty along the northern side of the iL'1d.reanof and Ra"t
Islands to the vici.:l1.ty of Kiska" Cn Saturday the Caj"lad ians had
their first s·c.1.bmarine alert. and all hands stood to t~leir boa'c
stati"Ofls in lifel.")eJ..ts until' the "all-'Jlear l1 "Was sounded (134) 0

Early on Su.Qday morning) D-day, the sound of gunfire was heard
as tlle FS Navy began to pound Gertrud e CO'iTe (. Elimulating an Ere tack
at Tom Thumb Cove. on the s::mtl1 side \..")f the lslan.d, i'as-:; E'.8sault
boats rog,:'ed in through the fog, their rails ll.r...ed' with d1lil'l.lr.y
soldiers (J.35). But no answeri..=1.g fire .came from t.he s!lore 0

Intercepted radio m~ssages from the Southern Sector revealed th~t

.l'unerican troops were landing at Q,u.isling Cove and. me8t,ing no
opposition (136). Did that mean that the Japanese had \nthdravm
to the Northern part of the Island"t DarYJless fell OIL the tense
troops, and. shortly after midnig~t t~e ships of the C~~adian

convoy hove to in Bamboo Bay~ 011 the northwest side of:,he .islan.d,
opposi te Beach 14) where tomorrmv 1 s attack was to be J.au.nc:hed, .

109. The. lifting of the fof!, fOll,nd thou.:Jan0.s of ~~l':r::"ous eyes
s~::'aining to catch their in:l.tial glimpse of en.8my~occu:oiod soil.
To the left o~ t~e Canadian ships the cone of Kiska Volcano rose
in perfect sJ'-ID.l.lletry for four ·thousand feet) rnarldJ2g ths northe:::'l1
extremity of the lsland. Below the mountain lay t:'l8 f:1..at surface
of Kiska Lake s~ill and silent. in the moonlight~ and to the south
the rocky promontoI'y of Wit!ihcraft Point marked the r:1.gh·:~

bou.ndary of the Ca~adian beach,
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XIII

ATF 9 Order - 13 Cdn Bde Group Order - Administrative
Instructions.

ATF 9 ORDER

110. To the extent that achievement of military objective is in
general dependent upon initial planning, the success of the Kiska
operation was assured well in advance. It is doubtful whether
the operation orders issued for the assault on the fsland could
have been more complete in their scope or more specific in their
detail. US Field Order No 1 issued on 1 Aug by command of Gen
Corlett for Landing Force 16~8 (137) (the.Lrmy component of
ATF 9), was an exhaustive document consisting of some eighty
pages with attachments, charts and maps, giving in considerable
detail ths operation order and the administrative instructions
for the engagement (138).

111. k~phibQQUS Training Fo~ce No 9 was 8up~orted by all US
Army, Navy and Air Force units in the Western ~\leutians Area;
as an actual and potential reserve. Landing Force 16.8,
embarking at various planned staging areas in the ,,"Jeutiun
Chain, was to mOVG under Navy control to specified transport
areas off the coasts of Kiska, disembark ~nd land on the island
at designated beaches, move rapidly inland to carefully defined
obj ectives, reorgan:tze and prepare to launch a cO-9rdinated
attack for the complete destru.ction of the eIlemy on Kiska Island,
Prior to landings the plan called for a naval demonstration and
diversion on the south side of the island with a simulated
landing at Gertrude Cove and Vega Bay. Naval combat ships were
to place harassing fire on enemy installations in Ger·trude Cove
and on the island of 1,1ttle Ki sIca. The supporting .Air Force
(Task Group 16 0 2) was given the task prior to D-day of system­
atically destroying all vital enemy installations on the island.
Beginning on the actual day of attack the Air Force, in close
liaison with its ground observers, was to prevent the movement
of enemy reserves, promptly report all changes in enemy positions,
ahd closely support the defence of our ground force (139).

112. Land Force 16.8, commandod by Gen Corlett, was to attack
in two sectors, the southern under the cornmand of Col EM Southerlimd,
and the northern under Brig-Gen Joseph L Ready. Operating in each
sector command was one regiment Qf the Special Service Force based
on Amchitka Island, whose task it was to precede tho main bodies,
land in rubber boats and move rapidly inland to neutralize enemy
installations and'give cover to landings o~ the Force (140).
The 3 Regt Spe~ial Service Force, remaining in Force Reserve at
Amohitka, was to be prepared to land on Little Kiska s either by
rubber boat or parachute, and to destroy enemy resistance there
(141). ' \

113. The dividing boundary between the north and south sector
areas was a line from Swallow Rocks in Beach Cove, on the north
side of the island, through Middle Pass to a point about a mile
south of Trout Lagoon on Kiska Harbour, Landings in the southern
sector (Task Groups 87 and 17) were to be made at' Beach 9 and
Beach 10 (Quisling Cove and the mouth of Lilly Creek), commencing
at H hour on D day (0620 hours, 15 Aug). Their objective was' the
hilly area of Leather Hill and Lawson Hill overlooking the enemy
positions around Gertrude Cove (142).

......... ~
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114. On D plus 1 day the northern sector force, comprlslng US
Tactical Group 184 and the Canadian Brigade Group (TG 13), was
to land on Beach 14, imnlediately to the north of Witchcraft Point,
and to advanc e and seize the high groun~, Ranger lUll - Riot Hill. ­
Rex Hill, Morgan Hill preparatory to continuing the attack south
into the Kiska Harbour area (143).

13 CDN EDE GROuP ORDER

115" The Canadian order, Operation Orde-r No 1, dated 9 Aug and
issued by the Chief of Staff, 13 Cdn Bd.c, was closely based on
the US Field Order, re~ublishing from it instructions pertinent
to the Canadian rorce (144).~ Information regarding the enemy as
supplied by US Intelligence and overprinted upon the operations
map estimated the strength of the Japanese g-arrison at 11,925
all ranks, a total that incluCi.ed 4400 infantry, 2970 artIllery,
and 1150 lc;1)boUl~ troops. The main CD ncentrati ons were believsd.
to be in the Kiska Harbour a~d Gertrude Cove areas (145).

116. Of the landing facili ti os in the northern sector it IfITa8

reported that the usable }X)rtion of Beach 14 betvmen Witchcraf-c
Point and Lake Chri'Stir..e offered excellent landing and exit
possibilities. There was believed to be over a mile of gravel
beach averaging 100 ye.rds in depth. offering ample dispersal
areas for two BLGs landing abreast. Depths off shore were
considered ample, with the three-foot line estimated about
twenty~fivG feet from the waterline. Three exits from tbe beach
permitted access to the high ground 4000 yds sout.heast, which
commanded the enemy installations In the north and in their
main camp area" How accurate were these reports of enem.y
strength and beach facilities later events were to determine o

117 e To the Third Regiflent, First Special Service Force i fell
the honour of raising the clli~tain on operations in the Northern
Sector. Moving by LST from Amchitka to a point offshore north­
west of Wust Ki.ska Lake, the regiment was detailed to embark
under cover of darkness in rubber boats and reach the bar between
the lake and the Bering Sea not la.ter than K -- 300 on D plus 1 day.
They would carry their boats aver the bar and proceed in the~

across West Kiska Lake, landing e.t a point n'ear the mouth of
Robin Creek. Advancing in1a'1d by the best available routes they
would seize and hold the Riot Hill - Ranger Hill ridge, organiziqg
to cover landings of the main force on Beach 14 (146).

118. To the left of the Canadian landing beach, Beach 14 Green,
the three BLGs of Tactical Group 184 were to land led by BLG 87-+
on Red Beach at K hour, a:ld followed fort.y minutes later by BLGs
184-2 and 184-3 on Purple and Red Beaches respectively. Their
objective was the north and east spans of' the high ground Ranger
Hill some 4000 yards inland., and they were responsible for ejecting
the enemy from Witchcraft Point and for covering the landing of .
the first of the Canadian BLGs.

119. BLG 13-14. No. 14 Combat Tea~ of the 13 Brigade Group,
disembarking from the "SACAJAWEA" in landing barges of v-ariolis
types (147), was scheduled to land on Green Beach at K plus 210
mins B...'1d to advance inland to relieve BLG 87-1 on Ranger Hill.
From that objective vigorous patrolling would be conducted to
the south east in the direction of Model Hill e.nd Kiska Harbou!'"
No 14 Combat Team would be followed 65 minutes later by BLG 13-15
(Winnipeg Grenadiers), who would swing to the sputh and take up a
position on the right of the Canadian Fusiliers, pushing out
recoMmaissance and fighting patrols towards the southern sector~

BLG 13-16~ the Rocky MOlliitain Rangers Combat Team, was to land 04
Green Beach at K plus 360, follow the route of the preceding tGa.m$~

e 0 G • • • • ~ 0 c



, "
~ ~ ~..'

- 32 -

and take up a position on the right flank of the Canadian Group in
the Rooster Hills - Robert Ridge area.

120. Following the principle that all combat teams would cease
to exist as such once the first objectives had been reached, the
operation order called for withdrawal from their respective teams
of' all field and anti-aircraft artillery on the completion of the
initial phase. Artillery batteries would· then be massed by the
northern sector }~tillery Co~nander, Maj John T Ollinger, US Army~

while anti-aircraft artillery would pass from ECTs to tho control
of US Army Lt-Col Losikar, who would co-ordinate ~~ defe~ce

arrangements for the entire northern part of the island.

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS

121, Explicit Administrative Instructions were issued in
conjunction with Operation Order No 1. and an appendix to these
Instructions detailed the duties of the beach parties. Under
the command of Lt-Col Menard, OC Le Regt de Hull, personnel in
the units and detach..rnents of the BCTs would have as their principal
tasks the clearing of the beach and the construction of roads,
the unloading of cargo and the establishing of separate dumps of
the various types of stores, and the protection of the beach area
against enemy attack.

122~ Since every officer and man on landing would carry a one-day
"K" ration and a one-day "D" ration~ with canteen filled and a
supply of halazone tablets, there was a period of 48 hours in which
to establish messing facilities. l~rangements were made however
for all unit kitchens in the bpach area to operate on a 24-hour
schedule to serve hot coffee.. to·a~l personnel regardless of unit"

123.~ 'Operation. ordbrs ~~d~udn1niBtrative ins'trructt6n~'had~been 1

earefullY' studi~a and'their contents'thoroughly absorbed between
th~ time of embartatiop at Adak, and t4e arrival at Kiska. Combat
tea.rn cO'pllUarlders had preparBd thE3ir lahd'fng:'plah's~ and' Tssuefi th,eir
own. op~ratioh"order's to thefi-·-·compon'eht:'unit's: /3.hd"'detac'hrnents ;t,

(148) 'J>' Gff:t'cers, -NOOs ~a. me'n -wer's_ .systematIcallj bri'E3fetl a's to'
th? part they' were t?' pl~y-,., 'As'~fat' 'a~" p~apflihg.~co,:!,ld'. go~ _Gr~,e!llight
wa.s;· ready' to attl;lcl,c. " : " ' '~ " '.
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" 16 AUG 43

t2~.A. It Vfas "D plu,s 1" day, Mcinday, 16 Aug 43, and'reveille on'
the crowdBdtransports came at 0200 hrs. The convoy circled and
d~ifted from twP. to three miles off, shore. until 0629 h~s (K hour),
when ,tp.G. tir,st' barge·s .. pushed towards land 'Yi th the ,forward "
elements of Tactical"'Group 184 (149~ 0 Short:}.y afterward loud
expl9.~ipns f.rom'the' shore '~rked the, pi'ogress of the US eng,ineers
in, detecting and.'destroying Japan.ese; laI].'d· mines, on the beaches c

~~' 'the w8..itJ.I].g,'men- Qn ~he' boa~s however~!ie ~e~yy"detCl'iations
meant an opposed landin'g, and-there was :no hint or "make believe"
in the. deter~ipation with which th~y sprung to action when their
turn f'or.-<iebar-kation 'arrived'-(lqO) .; _~. ' . , ' , ,
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124J-3 o Forward companies of the Canadian Fustl,iers, in the fir st
Canndia..'1 group, CT 14, their fac'e s smeared wi thcan.ouf'lHge :paint,
sta~('ted down the landing nets of the '?S.ACAJAWEA" s;,lort1y after
0800 hours, and were on the beach by 0910 hours (149). Moving
across the narrow strip of sand on which stores and supplies were
soon to pile up in huge dumps, they halted in a forming-up area
behind the first low rise to await the disembarkation of the
second and third waves of their forward oombat team. Then they
started to advance up the deep valley of Rainbow Creek (151). '

125. Throughout the morning the remaining transports were
discharging their Canadian troops as fast as lan.ding craft became
available. Officers in charge of unloading fou~d themselves
co~pelled to Make Qany last-minute changes in boat assignments
as barges appeared wlthout any apparent regard to prearranged
debarkation tables (152). The Winnipeg Grenadiers (15 CT) lanaed
at 1100 hours (149), followed by the Hocky MOlL'1.tain Rangers (16 QT)
shortly before noon (153) 0 By mid-·.aftel'llOCll Fo:cWttrd B''::'e RQ had j

followed the othel' landings (:1.49) and was reaeiving reports 91'
the steady progress of the forward combe.t teams, as en8 by one
checked :1..n. on their reporting lines~ - Apple, Berry. Citron a.nd
Dams~n (154).

OBJECrrIVES REACHIm

126 1 By 1800 hours all objectives had been occupied without
encountering any enemy resistance. Reports from two days~

operations J.n the Southern Sector had sho"1Nn that area to be
free of Japanese, and it appeared probable that if any
opposition were to be encountered, it would be ~rom small
bodies of soldiers lurking in foX: hole,s and underground caves
for a last ditch suicidal stand~ Trat night the forward te~m8

dug in to hold their :positions ag'aiust possi.ble surprise l with
a stand-to ordered fo~' 0530 hI'S next morning (149).

127. . 14 Combat Team was bivouacked on Re:k Hill, having .J ent
patrols right down into Kiska Vi11ag'e durtng the night (155) 0

15 Combat TsOl!1 haVing reached as fal'" forward as Me.ndarin Hill y

took up a position on Morgan HD.l (150) ~ v/hile on their right
16 Combat Tearrr dug in on the high ground of Rooster Hill Ov"er­
looking Behring Sea (153). Forward Brigade HQ spent the night
on the northel~n slope of Morgan Hill behind the Winnipeg
Grenadiers (149).

128. At midnight Brig Fostor called his ~iOI' group together
from the surrounding hills and passed/on to BLG Commanders the
ulan for next day's operations based on instructions received
from North Sector. Headquarters consisted of a single pup tent
and into its shielded light the Brigadier .took a.CO~ one at a
time, to study the situation map for the day's moves (149).
The plan called for the seizu.re of the high ground north of
MlJ.dle Pass ~ the encirclement of the main. Japanese carn.p and a
push through to the shores of Kiska Harbour.

17 AUG ·13

1290 Early on- the ·l?th·the forward unit~ resunled their advance,
14 CT in the centre, flanked on left and right by 15 CT and 16 CT
respectively (154). As leading patrols moved down towards the
harbour they found every hill and ridge thickly sown with J~pane~e

foxholes, du.:nny emplaceI'1ents and skillfully conc~aled gun
positions, all carefully sited to command strategic approaches to

• • • e • ~ Q 0 • ~
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the Main Carrtp (156). Caches' of snall ar:ns and artillery 8lilllll.L.'1ition,
grenades ,and land mines, conveniently hidden close. to gun pits
bore striking evidence of the warmth of the reception that might
have awaited the invaders (157) e Over on the Ce.nadian left
members of US 184-3 BLG were busily engaged in blowing in dugouts
that seemed too heavily mined to be worth while disarmi.ng, and
tho sound of exploding grenades coLtinued throughout the day.

130. It was during the movenent of 16 COIilbat Team. down the coast8.jI,
area during the morning that Greenlight sustained its first fatal
casualty. Lieut S Vessey of "0" Coy, 1 En Rocky Mountain Rangers,
while investigating one of the dugouts that comIl1anded Barley Cove,
stepped on a hidden land mine and was blown up. He died in about
20 minutes and was buried on tho spot (158)o

131. Lieut Vessey's death was the socond Canadian casualty
sustained dw.'ing the operations on Kiska. On the day of the
landing a member of 14 Combat Teafl, Fus DY Mills, was severely
wounded when shot through the spine by unidentified nachine gun
fire in the thick fog on Rex Hill (159). The almost total lack
of Visibility on some of the fog-covered ridges during the first
evening made it impossib~e to distinguish friend from fOG at a
ti!!l.e "'.Then none knew at what moment. a Japanese-held position
might be encountered, and several instances occurred of Ben
firing upon moving figures suspected to be enemies. But there
were other examples of "trigger-happiness" that were less
excusable. On more than one occasion during the first twenty-four
hours following the landing, BLG 184-3 and Canadian troops found
that a brisk return of machine gun fire was the most effective,
method of reminding the Special Service Force that the impromptu
field firing exercises by which the latter were lightening their
illlliuQnition load Qdded nothing to the safety of the main body of
the force (157).

132. By late afternoon all objectives for the second day had been
reached (154). Setting out forward patrols the combat te&lS
prepared for another night in the open on the high ~oujd that
ri~~~ed the deserted Japanese campo To the west the Rocky Mountain
Rangers and their aC80mpanying troops occupied Lady Hill and
Monument Hill on the lip of Middle Pass; on the left, across the
valley fron the airfield) 15 Combat TeaQ, with Brigade HQ behind
then,dug in on the south slopes of Manoeuvre Hills, while in the
centre the Canadian Fusilier Group took up its position a thousand
yards north of Trout Lagoon~ To the east of the Canadian bivouac
area, on the crest above Sal~on Lagoons were the US troops of
BLG 184-3, placed under the cOTBand of Brig Foster from 1200 hours
on the l7th'(157) > The proxitlity of nilllerous Japanese caves ana
dugouts, with caches full of food, blankets and clothing provided
Canadians and Am.ericans alike with the wherewithal to adc,. in SOI'l.e
small measure to their physical con~ort during the wet nights
that followed (160)0

FATIGUES BEGIN

133. Force Reserve transtlo:rts moved dovm f'l'::Jm the north -Nest of
the island on the next afternoon (18 Aug) and detachments of the
13 Bde Group covered their landing in Kiska Harbo~IT (154). Two
days later, a decision having been reached to hal~ unloading
storss at Green Beach? the large freighters steamed arowld intq
the Harbour, Qnd the job of discharging their cargoes began anew
(161~. Heavy demands for fatigue parties were made by Northern
Sector H~, each combat team. supplying 400 men~to work on the
Qeach in six hour shifts (154).

y.
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134. On 22 Aug the threc BLGs were ~isbanded, tho various
detacruuents recentralizing as complete units, - the infantry
battalions returning to their nor~al organization (162). The
time spent together had been a profitable one and each of the
various arms had learnt much about the other fellow's job. A
brigade campsite was selected in the valley through Manoeuvre
Hills, about a mile and. a half north west of Kiska Harbour,
and on 24 Aug units moved into the now area, to settle down
for the weeks ahead, and to begin the battle of pyramidal t GIlt s
versus Kiska weather (163).

xv

THE OCCUPATION - BEACH COMBAT TEAlVIS

The Role of the Beach Party - Unloading Operations ­
The Work of the Engineers - Unloading Stopped - The
Stay at Qreon Beach

THE ROLE OF THE BEACH P~'ffiTY

135. While the forward combat teams were rapidly advancing
towards thefr objectives, to the beach teams, landing during
the afternoon of ltD plus one" day, fell the tremendous task of
developing the supply lines and handling the hundreds of tons
of stores that poured in from the transport ships during the
next few'd.ays (164)'0 Operating in the face of adverse conditions
of disorganized unloading schedules; Qvercrowded beaches (165)~
and a high running sea that rnade landings difficult and treacherous,
the combi.ned beach party, under the unflagging leadership of
Lt-Col Dollard Menard, did a job deserving of the highest
cO!11.TIendati on.

136. As a result of the redistribution of personnel in the
Brigade Headquarters Group strengths of the three beach combat
tea..'11s had been increased from 370 each to 506, 534 and 556
respectively (166). Organizing each team into a Headquarters
and four sections (beach, defence, supply and medical), with
further subdivi sian into partie s responsi bl e for communications,
shore and sea labour, engineer duties, dQmp operations, recoras,
evacuation, and traff.tc control, the Beach Comman.der had und~r

his orders a complex but well co-ordinated group that functioned
in general with an efficiency that amazed US observers on the
ships Qnd on the shore (167).

137. Thore was one factor of the landing that tended to alleviate
the difficulties faced by the Beach Commander. The decision to
operat.e over a single beach made it possible for nl8.ny like
detaclments of the throe teams to be reunited, and the resulting
centralization did much to ease the burden of administration and
interconUlluni cation 0 The l'act ~ too, that no enemy opposi tion was
encountered reduced to a minimum the need for beach security, but
the original plan of dividing all available personnel into three
shif4tjs~ - labour, guard, and rest, - was adhered to, and each man
took his eight-hour tour of duty daily~ patrolling the heights
Rbov~ the beach (167)0
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UNLOADING OPERATIONS

138. The increased allotment of l~orkers was still barely adequate
tp cope with the precipitous speed with which the landing barges
began to pile stores ashore. The discovery that Red and Purple
Beaches, northwards towards Kiska Lakes, were strewn with nassive
boulders instead Df the fine gravel that aerial reconnaissance
had reported, had resulted in US Tactical Group 184 moving in over
the left half of Green Beach, causing further restriction in the
narrow shoreline on which Canadian stores were now being landed
(168). Boat-loads of lUnericail and Canadian stores came in together,
eight to ten at a time, to be offloaded with the greatest rapidity
and movbd to their allot.t.ed du.m.ps on the rise of gro'J.nd 200 yard~

back fro.r.J. the water line o That the s.tretch of. sand on the '
Canadian part of Green Beach was kept at all times cleared of
storss points to the despatch with which the labour parties
carried out their duties.

139. The work of the men of Le Regioent de Hull was magnificent,
On the first afternoon, before the tractors were unloaded, all
Material had to be manhandled across the beach regardless of its
size. Bulky cases of stores of all kinds, heavy boxes of
ammunition, sacks of coal, barrels of petrol and oil, 5-gallon
containers filled with water, - all were carried, dragged, rollsd
or passed from hand to hand up to tho dumps. Morale was high,
and .tio job was too tough for the troops to tackle. Men stripped
to the skin to wade through icy water to unload landing craft
that had grounded out of reach of the shore (169)o

140. Supplies and stores were piled into eight separate and
individ~ally marked d~~ps:- ammunition, rations, oil and petrol,
water, medical stores, coal, vehicles and miscellaneous stores
(170). At each post officers or NCOs assigned from the appropriate
services kept a record of all incoming items and outgoing issues,
so that at any time a correot situation report could be made
available to the Brigade Commandor.. Here again could be seen the
good fortune that led to the establishment of one set of dumps
instead of three, as the small Army Service Corps and Ordnance
detacliments found their hands full with the rGsponsibility that
the dare of such great quantities of stores entailed (171).

THE WORK OF THE ENGINEERS

14l Q fi~though no enemy remained to ~an the machine gun nests I

and artillery positions cOmflanding the bay and to sweep Green
Beach with Japanese bullets and shells, the danger from land
mines in the shore area early became apparent, when an American
snow-~eep moving off the beach was blow into the air by a
concealed explosive A To remove this threat to landing operations
R detachment from the Beach Party, consisting of RCE personnel
and men frofl Le Regiment de Hull conducted a methodical search
throughout the whole beach area. Slowly advancing, at arm's
length apart, step by step, they prodded the ground ahead of
them with fixed bayonets and the pitchfork nine detectors,
discovering in this way some eighty mines, which the engineers
promptly rendered harmless (165). In general the Japanese
landmin~s and booby-traps were poorly concealed and of crude
construction. Pathways through the sand often led the searchers
directly to one of the destructive packages, which usually
consisted of a flat canister containing about three pounds of
picric acid, perhaps hidden under a board that would produce detona­
tion when stepped on with a pressure of thirty pounds or more (172).,.
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142. By the second rlorning vehicles and engin8Gt'ing Gr}I.ll.'Pmgnt had
all been unloaded, and caterpillar tractors, D-4's and D-6's were
in operation, dragging loaded sleds from the landing craft, ~rtd

pUlling Athey trailers, piled high with material; tip the slope.
to the dump area (173). Bulldozers started their attack upon
Kiska's contour lines, and a strong workihg party from the beach
was assigned to assist the engineers in pushing a road inland over
which supply might advance to forward teams, On the high ground
a volcanic shale formation provided a useful road bed, but in
cutting through the muskeg of the lower slopes it was necessary
to pour sled-load and trailer-load of rock and eravel into the
apparently bottomless mass of shaking quagmire (174). While
snowj~eps laden with rations were able to struggle through to
the forward teams (175), it was not until two weeks later that
RCE personnel with heavy US bulldozer equipment arrived overland
from Kiska Harbour, and working advantageously from the top. of
the hill down towards the beach completed a road over which
tractor-drawn trailer-loads cou~d be moved (176).

UNLOADING STOPPED

143. For three days the unloading at Green Beach continued.
Although by the second day it had been established beyond
reasonable doubt that no Japanese remained alive, on the island,
it was not until 18 Aug that the US Navy oomplied with a written
request from the ATF 9 Commander, Gen Corlett, to cease piling
stores ashore (177). The dumps had grown to huge proportions,
and now nrose the problem of their further disposition~ Sorting
of the miscellaneous dwup and segregation of unit stores began.
Since 18 Aug rations had been moving up on snow-jeeps 'to a forward
dump at the junction of the new Green Beach Road and the Japanese~

built Race' Road, as had also a quantity of such essential engineer
stores as cookstoves and heaters. While Athey trailers could come
overland from the Canadian camp above Kiska Harbour to the high
ground above Green Beach, it"was still impossible for tractors to
climb the first steep slope fron where the dumps were situated
without undergoing a slow and laborious process of vnnching (178).
When an urgent call came through for the personal rucksacks and
barrack bags of the forward combat teams, who had been living for
more than a weelc in the limited clothing and equipmont with which
they landed, there was only one way to get the sorely needed
baggage up to the road above. On their backs, making frOI!l four
to six eXhausting trips a day, labour parties of the Hulls packed
one hundred and fifty tons of liB" bags and rucksacks up the spongy
side of the hill to where the vehicles were waiting 300 feet abov~
(179) •

THE STAY AT GREEN BEACH

144. For nearly a month Canadians and Americans camped at Green
BeaCh. It wa~ indeed a "bivouac" caqpo Except for the 6th US
Field Hospital whose pyramidal tents were set up on the J\nerican
end of the foreshore, all troops gained what protection they could
from the adverse weather by erecting their pup tents under the
protection of the hillside, or putting up makeshift shelters of
tarpaulin barricaded with disused sleds and boxes. The main
bivouac area, that occupied by Le Regiment de Hull, was among
the tundra covered sand dune~ back of Witchcraft Point on the
soutlJ. end of the beach. Bofors guns of the 46 Lt ,Ali. Battery
strategically placed along the shore; and six-pounder anti-tank
~uns pointing out over Bamboo Bay, gave protection to the camp
against sudden attack, from sky or sea (169). The health of the
troops was excellent as the rigorous progr~me of conditioning
that they had 'undergone and the lessons in self care that they had
learned bo~e fruits as they faced the physical attacks of fatigue
and weather.

e • ~ • • 8 ~ • • •
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145" Two unsuccessful attbopts wsre nade to transport stores from
Green Beach by water, Twi0e the labour .parties noved tons of
I!1aterinl from the dU.rr.~.8 dOVv'rl to t.IJ.e tlrle rr...a]:'k, and each tine a
·risi.ng sea prevented the huge LS~ f]:'om effecting a landing... The
third attempt succeeded, and the stores renaining in the dumps were
put aboard for transshipnent to Kiska Harbour (180). Rear parties
of the combat t eal7J.S had already left the 2.rea to join theIr units
~n the new camp; and advance parties of TJe Regiment de Hull had
begun work on the site allotted to the French Canadian battalion.
With the removal of the last stores the main body vacated the
bench for their new are9., and on 11 Sop Lt-Col MeJ:1.:"rcl er.,d his roar
party f:loved out, leaving Green ReEl.ch GLlpty ar~d sLLrmt foT' thn first
time since D-day (181)0

COMMUNICATIONS

Brigade Diffi cuIti es with COITL.'1J.uni cat:'ons Orgardzntion
Equipment Training .Codes The Operation Recommendations.,

BRIGJillE DIFFICULTIES WITH CO~~JICATIONS

146. The preliminary report on the Kiska operation submitted on
3 Sep 43 by the Brigade Commander had the following to say about
communications (22):-

"Throughout the operation one of the major problems faced
by Comd and staff was that of· corn..munications. The difficultieB
experienced were due to several factors. These were:-

(a) New type equipment, issued at the last minute and
without sufficient time or opportunity being allowed to pernit
personnel to becone faI!1iliar with it~

(b) An organization put together~ based on theory, an~
without full apprecia ti on of the pro bl'~ms in701ved.

(c) Provision of personnel basically trained but who
had never trained in an operational role.

(d) An elaborate system of codes and restrictions imposed
for security measures but which tended to confuse personnel and
slow up" transmi ssion., "

From a consideration of each of these factors, dealing first
with organization" and an examination of the actual operation,
some recommendations for the organization of con~lunications in
any future force on a similar mission.may be reached.

ORGlJUZATION

11? The cOmTIunications system for a tactical group employed in
amphibious operations (182) provided in the initial ~hase for an
advanced Brigade CP on shore to be in radio contact (using SCR
284s) with its rear HQ on board ship, as well as being connected
(by 511 sets) ~Qth the forward comba~ teams moving inland (183).
At the same time beach teams would be in comraunication on 284s with
their respective transport ships and would keep touch with their

• 0 e 0 0 0 • • • •



- 39 -

forward teams by TIeans of the lighter 511 sets. As the situation
developed the forward te~ms, moving up their heavy 284 sets and
laying light combat wire along their advance, would keep in toucn
with their beaches by both R/T and LIT while Brigade Signals
having established a command net (284s~, becfu"Ue responsible f~r
pushing forward heavy cable, No 110, to connect the forward teams
with the Group Command Post, and thus supplement, and eventually
replace, the brigade radio net. Communication between the Brigade
CP and the beach was naintained by 'LIT. .

148. To conforfl with this organization of communications it was"
decided to pool the RC Signals personnel of the Brigade and Field
Regt HQ Sections, together with the signals platoon of the beach.
infantry battalion, and to reallocate them as detachment detailed
to each of the forward and beach combat teams. This redistribution
resulted in ? officers and 110 other ranks becoming available from
the following sources:- 13 Cdn Inf Bde Sec RC Signals, 2 and 36l
24 Fd Regt Sec RC Sigs, 4 and 39; Regt de Hull Sig PI, 1 and 35 c

(49 RC Sigs personnel on the establishment of Bde H~ Signals
Section renained with Headquarters throuBhout) (184).

149. The signals pool thus gathered was divided equally into
three sections to serve the three BLGs. Fron each section detach­
ments were allotted to operate the wireless sets on the beach net,
one moving ahead with the forward combat tea~ and the other
staying on the transport ship. The reMaining personnel were
used to establish a beach message centre, and to assist the Bde
HQ linesmen in maintaining the beach lines forward.

EQUIPMENT

150. In accordance with the general policy adopted by Greenligh~

planners of making use of American supply wherever feasible, all
signal equipnent carried by the force was of US issue. Not the
least important factor in reaching this decision was the
recognition of the necessity of haVing all equipment Qan portable.
Canadian signal apparatus, the development of much of which had
been largely based upon vehiclular operations, had perforce to
be rejected in favour of the IJnerical man-packed instr~~eRts (185}.

151. The radio sets prOVided were the SCR 536, "Handy Talky",
used by platoon and troop COMmanders on c ornpany or battery nets;
the SCR 511, "Walky Talky"; with a range of five miles, for
employflcnt by forward teQm co~~anders down to their subformations;
and the large SCR 284, a three-man load, hand-generated set with
a range of 20 miles HIT (or 30 miles C/W) , utilized in the
brigade command net and in the beach net s •. It was wi th the se
284 sets that the Canadians on the transport vessels "listened i{J."
to the show in the Southern Sector on tho day preceding the
Green Beach landing (135).

152. Once they were in operation neither the 536 nor the 511
sets required adjusting as to fr,equcncy, the former being pre-set
on one of six available wave lengths distribu~ed through all ,
companies, and tho latter, with a variable band of six frequencies,
bein~ kept tuned to the particular channel allotted each combat
team. While this arrangement undoubtedly contributed to ease of
operation of the sets, the volume of signals traffic passing
through the limited number of frequencies often caused overlapping
that resulted in confusion and delay. Mec~anically the US radio
sots generally gave highly satisfactory service.

..........
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153. The US Field Telephone, 11ype EE 8, with Bagneto ringing,
replaced the D Mk V instruaent, and proved t·) '~)3 more compact
and r'J.gged than the Ganad.ian eQuivalent (126) (, T\:s eJ<:c~1.anges

used, BD 71 Qnd ED 72? six un.d t·Nt31ve·-lin8 .':l2lgn\;t.0 drG:J!s type,
were of an 8xccssivo weigh'S as compared to t.d.8 :';c..-:.a5:1 SeD. UC
fivo and ten-linG exchanges ~ t!1e le.tt or ;;3.~:"~, 3:~.", L8il~g considered
preferable if conditions of i.:3U?p::'y allovv'0Q ths.t.'::- Y.i.'ov~.310n~

154. The light assault cable, W-130, provided by the American
Signal Corps, weighing only 32 Ibs per mi18~ "1/,':"8 ~'OL~':'l::l G::,:cellent
for ini tinl communi ca"tio.ns (0'::10 :-I'.:ln. oml~d (;c:"~':":7' 'j",VO mL'~3s of wire)
but had to be replaoed at an en.l~:.:i stagG by~rle r'.,~~.r8 l1.j,tSgec. W-,110
twisted field wire (130 Ibs per r.:..;"le) 9 as tho :nL'lLJ.ti:.m or.. the
lighter cable was quickly destroyed by the crossi~g of vehicles
or, the movement of troops (187).

l55. To the group of signals personnel with varying amounts of
training and experience gathered from all parts cf Canada, time
permitted only a demonstration of two types of 1~8~ican rauio
sets prior to embarkation at Nanaimoe Among the stores that
continued to reach the point of emparkation right up to the
last minute was the majority of the US provided signals equipment
(188), and ordnance personnel could only make a very perfunctory
check while spraying on camouflage paint before assigning it to
the combat loads of the transport ships (59)e

TRAINING

156 0 Collective training as a Brigade Signals Section cannot be
said to have start8d to any definite extent until Adak was reached_
Two exercis6s were held her9, in addition to the Great Sitkin
scheme, but for the majority of the time at this Aleutian training
island all signals personnel 'were employed on intarrol. canmunications
or in the unpacking and repacking of equipment (115). As was the
case with other units and detacrunents of the 13 TG, valuable
lessons were learned from the Great Sitkin exercise, - experiencs
of which pressure of time later unfortunately did not allow the
fullest use being Bade_ The unfamiliarity of signals personnel
with their new equipment may have acco~~ted in some neasure for
the tendency of signals offi'cers to concern themselves too much
with the technical fu~d physical side of cornnunications, instead
of exploring the tactical situation with a view to ensuring tho
flOSt efficient employnent of their detac~~ento Best oo~~unications

during the opero.tion appear to haVG been ma.intained in those cases
where the formation commander kept his signals officer completely
in the picture. As one report puts it, "Fool' two weeks the Combat
Team comrJ.o.nder lived wi th his signals offi cer in his pocket" (189.).

CODES

157. The Signal Annex to FielG Order No 1 of Landing Force 16.8
contained a series of schedules of codes and call signs for rad~o

and telephone cOmr1uni~ation that to the Canadian signallers was
staggering in its complexity (190). Code nanes were supplied for
formation headquarters, com.bo.t teams, transport vessels, batteri'es,
and staff officers of the entire Landing Force, the designations
in the first three named categories changing daily. Thus No 14 ,
Fo'rward Combat Team became on successive days 8A3, 94T, 2D8, 13N,
Gtc, while the Brigade Commander and the members of his st&ff
~8CaTIe in order Limestone, Leopards Legend, Layette and Lather, ­
their formation code na'!le changing from day to dayo

...., .....
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158. A far greater obstacle in the path of the unf'ortunate Can-adian
signallers was_the task of memorizing and applying in actual
message the radio authenticator tables, c~d e~ployihg the telephone
authentication system, a device intended to be used whenever any ,
doubt existed-as to the authenticity of either the sending ot
recoiving party. Considerable adroitness would be required to put
into operation either of these methods of authentication without
causing delay ~n the transmission of u~gent messages (191).

159. All this and similar naterial to be mastered was unloaded
upon the Canadian signals at a fou~ hour conference conducted at
Adak under the US Force Chief Signals Officer Q Col ARSt Louis;
CSO Pacific Corunand~ attended this m.eeting, and sugge6"t0d that
actually only three points were of importance:-

(a) That wave lengths should bo allotted carefully to
prevL::nt jamming.

(b),-- That all should know each other's call letters.

(c) That they should "put elaborately propared code books
in their pockets and forget about them."

This was satisfactory to the US Conunand, who agreed to dispense
with authentication in the case of Canadian messages.

THE OPERATION

160. To all the above factors that may have tended to mitigate
against the efficient functioning of the communications system
during the actual operations there must be added the unexpected
feature of tho rapidity of the Canadian advance. Heavily
burdened linesmen laboured desperately up the steep hills, the
w6ight upon their backs forcing their feet deep into the treache~ous

tundra, struggling to keep up with a c~unand ~ost that moved
forward at a disheartening rate of speed (192). "

161. The original plp~ of line coa~unication called for eight
pairs of heavy wire to be laid by Brigade Signals up the axis
of advance to RandoI'l Creek, -to connect with lines to the forward
combat teams, but it WQS not until late in the afternoon of 17 Aug
with the aid of a borrowed snow-jeep that a brigade line caught
up with the forward position 9 During the first two days all
telephone cOmLlunications from the forward conlbat teams went back
over their own beaC?h lines to reach Rear IIQ, (193)~

162. The Brigade Command Radio Net did not function according
to plan due to shortages in the aillowlt of signals equipment land~d.

Group HQ, found itself without 284 sets with which to reach comb&t
teams, but successful contact was maintained by using 511 sets
tuned to the forward teams' allotted frequencies (184).

163. An lilllerican signal section of one officer and fifteen other
ranks had been attached to 13 Brigade Signals just before the

.' operation, its job being to maintain rear link wireless cOl11.nunioa­
tion to Sector and Force HQ,. Unfortunately the bulky 193 sets
that it proposed to operate remained'packed on a snow-jeep some~

where in the hold of a transport vessel. I't was hot until the
evening of the second day that the US detachment having recovered
its missing equipment caught up with Brigade 'HQ, and relieved th~

Canadian signals of the comnunications work they had been carrying
on for the !~erican party on the Northern Sector net o

.00.0 •••••
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RECOM1\1END1~TIONS

164 0 Fron tlw e7.:'ptH'ience gained with the Greenlight Force
iI!1poFtant reccr.1.T.endations have been ml"bmj_'~tej by t~o eso, Pacific
COm.r:J.and; and reforer..c e should be made to tl1is u.p::!ru~ia~io.n (185).
f~ong the more pe~tinent suggestions is the em~hasi8 ?laced upon'
the need for a "capable Group Signals Officer, trained in cucbined
operations, to serve on the operational staff of the Group
Cownander. He must be thoroughly in the operational picture at
all tines, capable of advis:':..ng the Tactical Gl~O".jP Comm.ander as
to the li~itations of time, ~nnge ~~d vulnerab~lity of the nethods
available to be employed in any proposed si1,j':.:ation lt

, In ths
suggested organization Tactic~l G~oup HQ would be served by a
Signal s Section (operating fl. lJicssage Centro and Signal Offic e) ,
and a Signal Supply Group esto.blished in closo liaison with
Ordnance and Supply troops. Forward and Beach Signals Section
would comprise a n~ber of well trained signal te~s of 3, 5 o~ 8
m9n~ In all some 34 teeEs wo\ud be available from the 364 other
~anks on the present war establis~~ent of an ;~phibious Training
Group. It is considered that the employment of such tea~s would
give the flexibility desired to meet any situation that might arise 6

XVII

}lEDICAL SERVICES

Organization l[edical Supply
Plasma Equipment.

ORGi®I ZATION

Lessons from Kiska

165. In order to conform to the tactical organization of the 13
. Cdn Inf Bde Gp it was necessary to reorganize the Medical Services

and to build them around combat groups (194). The aim at all times
was to ~ake, each combat tea~ medically self-sufficient and self­
sustained o To accomplish this personnel of tho 25 Field ~TIbulance

together v~th unit medical personnel were reorganized into thre~,

sE,ctions, in Anerican terIilinology ~ the Battalion JA:edical Section,
the Field Medical Section, and the Shore Medical Section. Their
composition and functions were as follows:

166 0 The Battalion Medical Section was composed of:

Co~pailY Aid Men (Infantry Battalion - 10
Battery RCA 2) •• 12

Battalion Stretcher Bearers •••••••.••••••• 12
Battalion ~\id Station ••••.•.. , ...•.•.••••. 8
Battalion Medical Officers •..........•.•.. 2

16? Company Aid Men supplied from infantry battalions and field
batteries were thoroughly trained in Battle First Aid and carried
with them well-equipped first aid kits. In the plan of evacuation
of casualties (195) battalion stretcher bearers were responsible
for collecting the wounded after preliminary treatment by the
conpany aid men and carrying them to the Battalion Aid Station.
This sto.tion, corresponding to a Rl~, would bo situated well
forward provided with such shelter, tonts, to.rpaulins, caves or
natural hollows as night be pra~ticablo. The Regimental Medical
Officer with a second MO specially attached to the battalion,
together with nursing orderlies and a cook) were assigned to the
Battalion Aid Station for the care of casualties.

. .
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168. The Field Medical Station consisted of the following:

Liaison agent ....•..•.••••....••. 1
Field Stretcher Bearers ..•••....• 28
Field Aid Station

Treatment .•..•..••. '0 7
SuPply .•••••. ~ • • • • • •• 3 ••• 10

Field Medical Officer ..••••••.••• 1

169. Field Stretcher Bearers, armed with carbines and provided
with first aid kits which would serve as a source of fonvard
supply to the Battalion Aid Station, were responsible for movemc~t

of casualties from the advanced stations to the Shore M.d station.
At the Field Aid Station was the Field Medical Officer, who was
senior medical officer of the Combat Medical Team. His chief tasks
were the evacuation of casualties to the Shore Medical ins.tallations
and the maintenance of supply to the Battalion Aid Stations. A
liaison agent was attached to the Battalion Aid Station to keep
the Field Medical Officer informed regarding its site and the st~~.
of its supplies.

170. The Shore Medical Section was made up of the following:­

Shore Administrative Group

Shore Dental Officer •••....•..•.••...••••..•.•• 1
Shore Medical Officer 1
Shore Supply Section ....•..•..•.•••.••••.•.•••.• 6
Clerk •..••..•••• il~ •••••••• o.~ ••••••••••••• o •• o. 1
Cook ••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••• "••• 1
Stretcher bearer$ .•....••.•.••.••.•..•• o •• ~ •••• ll
Dental assi stalltS.a ..... 0 ••••• Q 0 • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • •• 2

Shore Aid Station

Medical Officer•• O.$8.30 ••••••• ~.oo ••• a- •••••••• 1
N~ r sip g 0rd e r 1 i e So. • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • .. • • '. • 0 • " 0 • • • •• 0 8'
C00~ o' • • • • Ii f' • 0 • ~ ., ~ e c • • ••• , • • • • • t) \) 0 • 0 • Q • 0 0 1

171. The Shore Aid Station was to function from the time of'
landing until replaced by a platoon from the 6 US Field Hospital.
It would then move forward either in support of the Field Aid
Station or form a Field Clearing Station at the head of a road in
conjunction with one or more Shore Aid Stations from other combat
teams in the same area. The Administrative Group of the Shore
Medical Section contained personnel and equipment to oonsolidate
all medical returns for the BCT and to handle medioal supplies as.
they are landed. It also provided stretcher bearers (who were
drawn from the Regiment de Hull) to assist in the evacuation of
casualties from the shore medical installations to high-water mark
on the beach, where they beoome the responsibility of naval mediQal
services. The Shore Medical Officer assisted by the Shore Denta~
Officer was responsible for liaison with the Naval Medical Offioer
regarding ev&ouation of oasuslties, the oonsolidation of medioal .
returns for the Battalion Combat Team, the maintenanoe of supply
forward from the beaoh, and the supervision of sanitation in the
shore area. The administration of all medioal supplies, equipment
and personnel was oarried out by the Brigade Surgeon (Lt-Col TM
Brown, OC 25 Fie ld P.mbulanoe RCAMC) assiste·d by hi s 2 ij 0 and the
Field Medical Offioer of each battalion combat team.

MEDICAL SUPPLY

i72. Medical supply personnel were distributed in the Brigade
Group as follows:

Battalion Medioal Seotion .••.•..•..•• v ••• 1
Field Medical Seotion 0.0 3
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Shore Medical Section co.oo ••• o •• o ••••••• 6
HQ, Field .Ambulance Grot'.p., ....•... o ••• 0 •• 10

173. It was not ~ntici9ated tL3t ~~2okd~ vehj,cleu could ~e used
for the movemeIl1~ of medict~l sU;JpliJ3s in'vile e;:;,:.:'~.y st,,:'~es of
operations. Equipme:1t. was therefore divi,tl&d. j.:::t,~O tic8e categories:

1) Man-carried
2 ) Priority loaded eQuipmel'~'~
3) Non.... priori ty 10adeJ. e quipmont

1) Man-carried supply, whic11 included eno'L;.gh r!,,:3(~,:Lcni Sllpplies
and ordnance equipment to allow for the care of oasualties for
at least 36 hours, was packed in loads of not more than fifty
pounds, and distributed so that loss of anyone load ~ould not
seri ously handicap the functioning of the respective instal~.ations.

Such equipment was oarried by stretcher r r''L;.CkS'3.0KS~· aId pack bO<;l,.;rds,
field bags~ or barr~ck bags.

2) Priority loaded e quiplent consi sted of: (a) os sential medi c&l
supplies too heavy to be man-carried, (by essential equipment to'
shelter, feed and care for casualties and (c) ir-itial medical
replenishments. The movement of such supply when tracked vehicles
became available would be a matter of liaison oetween the Shore'
Administrative Medical Officer and the Shore Supply Officer of
Le Regiment de Hull.

3) Non-priority loads contained the bulk ~f medical supplies,
barrack equipment and all other extra equipment.

174. Evacuation of casualties 'b'3~rond the beach was to be carried
out by the' US Navy in c onjunctio:s. with Alaska Defence Command.
All cases except those requiring a long period of recovery were
to be held in US hospitals in Alaska and returned to their units
there. Other cases would be transported by sea or air, depending

'upon the nature of the casualty, to Canadian or US hospitals on
the mainland. Based on previous o~erations it was tentatively .
estimated that total Canadian casualties might amount to 1800, of
which some 1300 would require evacuation to stationary hospitals,
with some 350 to 400 of those serious enough to be sent to the
mainland (196). ]'or such a number adequate hospital accommodation
was available in Alaska and in Pacific Command (197).

LESSONS FROM KISKA

175. Although the unexpected turn of events at Kiska gave the
medical service virt.ually no opportunity to put its plan of
casualty evacuation to a practical test, it is the consensus of
considered opinion that the changed organization of the Field
Ambulance was entirely sound (198). As had been anticipated, all
carrying had to be done by hand over the most difficult kind of
terrain, and the task of keeping the Battalion Medical Section well
forward with the rapidly advancing combat teams tested to the l,1.mi t
the physical stamina of the bearers. The difficult and lengthy
process of moving a loaded stretcher long distances over the
uncertain footing provided by tundra and down steep hills where
skilled use of ropes and pulleys was often needed, emphasized ~ne
~eed for stretcher bearers trained to the peak of physical strength
and fitness. It was the opinion of the Brigade Surgeon that had
the number of casualties reached the expected estimate, the numper
of stretcher bearers in the various medical sections would have
been inadequate, and it would have been necessary to demand '
auxiliary bearers from other sources.

· ~
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176. The difficulty of maintaining communications between the
forward Battalion Medical Section and the Shore Medioal Section
suggested that for future operations of a similar nature the .
Brigade Surgeon should move with Advanced Brigade IIQ to correlate
the medical plans to the tactical situation. Fo~ the same reason
the senior medical officer of the battalion combat team could
function to better adva~tage if he were a Field P~bulance Officev
attached to·the battalion to be part of the team cOITillander's recee
and order groups (199). The major objection to such a disposition
of control would seem to be the desirability of keeping the
forward operational headquarters,'both brigade and battalion, as
compact and mobile as possible, and free of atta:;hments .from the
administrative services.

-
PLASMA EQUIPMENT

177. All Canadian plasma transfusion equipment was replaced in
Adak by American issue (200). It appeared that the Canadian
equipment as supplied was best suited for use under regular
hospital conditions, requiring as it did the mixing of plasma
with water by openly pouring from one flask to another regardle$~

of sterile condi ti ons. 1m additi onal defe·ct was the comparatively
painfully large 16-gauge needle employed. The American equipment
was so designed that mixing of the plasma was effected without
exposure to the air, while the injection needle was only 18--gau~e.

The relative advantages of the US and Canadian plasma units are· .
discussed in an ~ppendix to this section (201).

XvIII

...

SETTLING DOWN

Accorrrmodation Supply Daily Occupations Morale
Casualties Postal Services Pay Honors and Awards

ACCOMMODATION

178. General Order No 1, issued on 24 Aug 43 by Gen Corlett to
ATF 9, commending all officers and men for the part they had
played in the occupation of Kiska, concluded with these words:

"It remains for us to establish ourselves here, secure
against the enemy and in comfort. This will require hard work
for all of us. The results of these efforts can be definitely
foreseen. We will all have comfortable, heated huts or tents to
live in, good water, baths, good roads, theatres, and recreation
halls. All of these thing$ are in prospect but through efficient
planning and hard work we must make them come true. It (202) "

179. Observation of the astounding accomplishments of the US
Engineer and Quartermaster Corps in establishing the various
military installations on similar islands up and down the Aleutian
Chain leads one to believe that the General was not promising the
impossible. Nor were the Canadians afraid of the hard work that
was indicated. For the next two months all units became labour'
detachments, paradoxically-digging' in for the Kiska Christmas that
they hoped never to see. ,.

180. The work of erecting tents and "winterizing~' them claimed
priority over all other tasks. As it was expected that Quanset
or pacific Huts would be issued at & later date, all excavation~
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for tents were made large enough to accommodate a 30-foot hut.
In these dugouts, protected from 80-mile-an-hour "WillivlB.~·!S by
5-foot revetments, the Americu.n :9Yi'a:m.5.. dal tents we:re set pp, ­
usually in pairs. Lightproof, and as v:ate.rprocf' 1:,8 an'! p:i.·ote~tion

made of canlTas can be in the blast···driven rain :)f t~18 AleJ..::.tians,
these tents with their straight si0.es making fs:: ease of extensibll­
ity are considered better in such conditions tt~n ~he Sanadian bell
or marquee. When properly sited only the pyra.L['.~_da..~_ top 8ppe3rs .

. above the protecting revetment, 'out unfortund"G<31y 8vell t:1.is limited
amount of resistance proves sufficient target ~-,o the I":i ska winds,
and an early November go.le that -/Vas est~::rla':ced to j un 'C 0 gusts of
110 miles per hour, flattened close to thi~ty tents in the lines
of one exposed unit at the top of salmon :Pas s (200). 'rhe one
Pacific Hut issued per unit was aefinitely earmarked for orderly
room or re-creation room, so that all ranks were apparently
destined to continue to sleep in tents during thei~ stay on Kiska o

18l. While a small coal heater in each tent provided cheerf~l

warmth, lighting facilities wer-'e in the main restricted to a
limited supply of candles. Some units were fortunate enough to
resurrect old Japanese generators, whose fitful current 'supplied
a rather wavering but definitely appreciated illumination (204),
but an impending famine in light bulbs, which had a high rate of
mortality in the storm-battered tents, threatened an enforced
return to the universal dimness of candlelight.

SUPPLY

182. After existing for more than a week on K, D, and C rations,
all units of the Canadian Force were glad to be placed on a daily
schedule of B-ration issue from rt0_~C (205). Early in September
a US Field Bakery commenced supplying bread to the force (206).
Supply dumps were built up in t~o Canadian Brigade area to provide
a 30-day stock (207). Distribution of coal, wood, POL, and rations
was soon a matter of daily rout~ne, as units hauled their supplies
back to their lines on Athey trailers. Water, diverted from a
stream above the camp and carried through Japanese pipes to a
storage tank, was hauled in US 5-gallon cans, individually on a
pack board, or collectively by tractor and trailer.

1830 The task of the small RCASC detachment throughout the
preliminary moves and the final operation was most exacting.
Badly understaffed, and from the nature of its duties frequently
forced to operate on a 24-hour basis> handicapped by complete lack
of transport, and faced at times with forward supply lines that
grew far ~ore rapidly than did the ration dumps on the beach
stunted as they were by faulty offloading of transport ships, the
detac~~ent of thirty odd men and their officers performed a'job
that reflected the highest credit upon them. Should a Canadian
force be called upon again to serve in a similar capacity to
Greenlight, undoubtedly a careful review will be made of the
establishment allowed the RCASC detachment, with a view to a more
equitable allotment of personnel to the tasks assigned (208).

DAILY OCCUPATIONS

184. Three major occupations employed the working hours of the
Canadian troops on Kiska during September, October and November,­
labour, defence and training. In addition to the task of providing
themselves with habitable living quarters and wrestling with road'
building in the tenacious mud that immediately appears whenever
surface tundra is worn down or removed, each unit supplied large
fatique quot4s to attack the freight-laden beach below Kiska
Village (209), or to assist the 24 Fd Coy RCE in its heavy
assignment of completing the two-berth, 90-ft wide, No 1 Pier in
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Kiska Harbour (210).

185. The defence role assigned to the 13 B~igade Group.'found
the 24 Fd Regt RCA manning all its guns' in twenty·-four gun pits
strategically placed throughout the Northern Sector, while the
46 Light AA Battery had thirteen Bofors in action, fbrming an
important part of the anti-aircraft defence scheme of the whole
island (211). The month of September found sections of IVC" Coy,
Saint, John Fusiliers busily engaged in digging positions for th~ir

machine guns on Lady Hill and Rose Hill, sites that covered the,
west shore of the .island north to Witchcraft Point and the northern
b'oundary from West Kiska Lake to Soldier Bay (212). US artillery
officers made no secret of their admiration for the skillful way'·
in which the Canadian gunsites and A/A posts were located, prote~red
and camouf1 age d •

186. Infantry battalions sent daily patrols around the Northern
Sector's perimeter, and supplied outpost details for a month at a
time~ With their tents well dug in at lonely but strategic points
along the island shores these coast watchers, usually at section
or platoon strength, would. keep in hourly contact wi~h their un!t
headquarte~s by radio.or telephone (213).

187. Wilile at first sight there might appear to be something
anti-climactical about going into training in a place of so
'obvious an operation£.l nature as Kisku, brigade and unit authority
wisely de cided that r:ooth ne cessi ty and opportunity pointed the
way towards progress in the training programme that embarkation
at Nanaimo had inter~upted. By the end of October all infantry
uni ts in the Canadia~l camp had participated in valuable field
firing exercises on t.he Maple Hill and Moron Lake ranges, with 6­
pdr shoots being h~ld at Rainbow Creek (214), while the 46 Light,
AA Bty (215) and th3 24 Fd Regt RCA (216) had also had opportunities
of testing their weapons. As far as the Engineers, Ordnanceanq
Army Service persor.nel were concerned, their daily duties in
construction, maintenance and supply not only fully occupied their
time but gave them practical experience of the most useful kind~

MORALE

188. What of thEj morale of the troops on Kiska? If one of the
NRMA personnel ,t:.l9re had been asked to compile a list of all his
grievance s, he m:t ght have supplied a catalogue somet'hing like .
this:- the unfai:cness of the Government in sending him to the
Aleutians when hE: had believed that he could not be used outsid~

of Canada; his :.'fiilure to get embarkation leave, a grievance
intensified by':;le CB imposed upon the Nanaimo camp prior to
sailing: the n~_et-down" after being keyed for' action at Green
Beach; the pos~)ibility that the "promise" to get him home for
Christmas might not be kept (217); the weather, with its depressing
fog, its discOI'lforting rain, and the savage wind that if it doe~

not wreck his ~ent will madden him with an all night bUffeting .
that makes sleep impossible (218); the mud in which he wades ankle­
to knee-deep while wondering if his sodden garments will dry ou~ :
before morning; the lack of mail, particularly the time when none
was delivered to the Canadians between 8 Aug and 31 Aug (.couldn't
the Government afford a plane or boat to bring it over from Ada~?)

(219); no huts, and no lights but strictly rationed candles; th~
belief that the Americans on Kiska were getting better and more
supplies .than were the Canadians (220), the lack of entertainment
(he hears that on the other islands the Americans have USO shows,
with girl entertainers, - here he just gets one picture show a .
week in the mess tent); the absence of a wet canteen.

.... ~ ...
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_ 189. Having delivered himself of so prolonged a ttgrouch'~ our
subject would probably feel better, and be in a more receptive
mood to listen to an enumeration of the credit entries on the
balance sheet of his morale. An unbiassed appraisal of the
situation would bring out the followi~g factors of his environme~t,

- all positive builders of morale.

1900 Health was good, the splendid physical condition of the
men having provided them with apparent immunity against the
attacks' of the dampness and cold in their surroundings. Early in
September a surgery was set up by the 25 Field AmbulaD~qreto handle
minor surgery cases (221). By the middle of the month/clinic of
the 14 Dental Det CDC was ready for use, and morning parades
ministered to the dental needs of the different units, who suppl~ed

patients on a limited quota basis until the first heavy demand for
professional attention had been met (222). Full dental treatment
was given 1 including the provision of artificial dentures until
the lab1s supply of ~eeth ran out in early October (223).

191. Rations were plentiful and generally popular in their
quality and variety. (Although a steady course of "Spam" (224)
and "Corned Beef Hash" might produce an intense craving for-fresh
meat and vegetables, there were compensations in the provision of;
generous allowances of such attractive dietary additions as mixeo
pickles, canned fruit salad, and Teal peanut butter.) The periodic
issue of the rum ration, distributed first to counteract the
exactions of fatigue and exposure at Green Beach, and later genenUly
on a Saturday night, when reminiscences of distant week-end leav~s

were most likely to be undermining the morale, proved a great
booster to the spirits of the Canadians, and made them the object
of intense envy on the part of their less favoured £ffierican
neighbours (225).

192. Under the direction of the S-l (Maj TA McWater-s), with unit
arrangements being supervised by regimental officers and the
chaplains, all possible entertainment facili ties were utilized for
tho welfare of the men. "N' and "Bn Kits of recreational supplies
were provided by the US Special Service Division (comparable to
Canadian Auxiliary Services) and distributed on a pro-rata basis.
Seven "A" Kits were received, each packed in an adequately stron~
box, with the following welcome contents (226):-

1 Baseball outfit complete
3 Volley Ball Games complete
3 Footballs
3 Rugby Footballs
2 Sets of Boxing Gloves

1 Set of Horseshoes
2 Sets of Table Tennis
1 Dart Game
1 Bingo Game
Gards, Poker Chips, etc.

The "B" Kits, thirty of which were received for distribution,
each contained:-

1 Radio Battery or Electric
100 Penguin Library Books

1 Gramaphone, with 20 Records
6 Song Books

193. In late September a moving picture projector with a limiteQ
supply of films was made available to the Canadian camp (227), and
all ranks looked forward eagerly to the weekly showing of a .
Hollywood drama, viewed in two or three sittings per unit in the
crowded oonfines of mess tent or recreation hut. vVhile musically
inclined members of Greenlight were not encouraged to bring thei~.

instruments with them (one shudders to contemplate the probable .
fate of a Spanish guitar in tho process of off-loading from ship
to sho~e)~ ingenuity and dotermination conquers all obstacles, and
the majority of units found little difficulty in organizing a
weekly or fortnightly concert from the talent that so often lay
innate in its nominal roll (2?8).

• •••••• 0
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194. But probably the factor that did most to keep up the
military self respect of the Canadian soldier on Kiska was the
wise retention of a daily routine of' parades, trainir..g and
interior economy throughout the entire camp. From Brigade
Headquarters down, units formed up smartly for inspection each
morning on such limited parade grounds as Kiska's rolling
topography would grudgingly afford, while from Reveille to
Last Post the familiar calls rang out across the bleak Aleutian
hills, boldly sounded- by Canadian bugles (229). The tidiness
of the Canadian lines, with tent revetments neatly sandbagged,
and in some cases skillfully bap~ed with stone from the hill­
sides, drew the unsolicited admiration of American service
visitors to the-area (230). Church servIces were held each
Sunday, with many units attending as a body. The practice
of at least one battalion in assigning a portion of the
censorship duties to the regimental chaplain gave that padre
the means of keeping his finger on the pulse of the unit
morale, and, as a result, the weekly sermon reached far into
the hearts of the men as it analyzed their grievances and did
much to resolve their problems (231).

195. Actions speak more loudly than words. The average soldier
on Kiska might not hesitate to exercise his traditional right of
grumbling (and he had not far to look for subject matter) but
seriously disgruntled troops of low morale could hardly be
expected to give a very active support to their Government's
Victory Loan appeal. When the Fifth VIctory Loan campaign came
to Kiska, Canadian troops quickly over-subscribed their quota,
finally reaching a total of a quarter of a million dollars: (232)

CASUALTIES

196. To the end of October Canadian casualties sustained at
Kiska amounted to four killed and some thirty wounded, sick and
in~ursd (233). Of the fatalities two were killed by enemy action
(Lieut. S. Vessey RMR, and Pte. Poshtar P. Wpg Gren) while two
were listed as accidentally killed (Pte Boisclair G., and Pte
Desjardins G., both of R de Hull). Pte Poshtar, a member of the
Intelligence Section of his unit, met his death on 22 Aug at the
entrance of a tilllnel when he apparently kicked a trip-wire which
detonated two Japanese anti-personnel mines (234). Pte Boiscla~+­
was killed at Mill Hill, on 29 Aug, by the explosion of a Japa­
nese No 89 Mortar Grenade which he had found in an enemy
illlli~unition dump (235). Le Regt de HUll's other fatality occurred
on 28 Sep, when Pte Desjardins, on fatigue duty in the Sorting
Yard area, was instahtly killed by the explosion of a heavy
calibre US naval shell Which, it is thought, he must have bfulged
on the nose with a shovel (236). .....

197. The bodies of the Canadian dead were first interred in
yarious spots on the island, at or near the sites of their deaths.
On 16 Oct they were moved to the US burial ground on the face of
a hill overlooking Kiska Harbour (M3175), where the graves would
always receive care and attention (237). Proper administrativ~­

arrangements were completed to e~sure suitable marking of the
Canadian plots.

POSTAL SERVICES

198. Among all the administrative arrangements for the welfare
of the Canadian troops on Kiska, undoubtedly the one that came'
in for most criticism from officers and men was that concerning
the arrival and departure of mail. Unit war diaries during
August, September and October contain frequent references to

• • • • • • • • • •
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thed.isa1>1!o·intment of' all ranks at not recciving mail regularly,
a~d such allusions ·are ihva:r:i~bly ·accom.})"€t.-::.i8d,~ r,-.~~r-.ts upon
tne resulting adverse effect Q~Qn norale (238). The ~Onge3t wait
came \~en no mail reached Canadi~l t~oops between the time of ~heir"

embarking at Adak on 8 Aug, and the ar~ival at Kiska on 31 Aug of .
the rear party, including the Postal DGt~crJUe~ts who brought with
them 150 bags of mail that had accumulated at hdak (239).
Deliveries were made at the middle and the enG. of September, anq
with increasing frequency during October. Outgoing mail left the
island only five times prior to 22 Oct (240), and incoming letters
brought many inquiries regarding the irregularity of the service~

199. The delays were apparently occasioned by transportation
difficulties between Adak and Kiska. (ence reail arrived on the
island an energetic postal staff would work all night if necess~ry

to ensure its early delivery to units next morning) (241). The
large transport planes of-the US Army Air Force, that made almost
daily trips up and down the Aleutian Chain, carrying passengers.
mail and freight could not land on the small Japanese-built' ,
airfield at Kiska, so that airborne matter consigned for Kiska
nad to be held at Adak for transshipment by water. The inaugu~a­

tion, late in October, of a twice weekly service of flights
between Amchitka and Kiska by a small P-64 cabin plane promised
to improve the situation, but unfavorable flying conditions'wrecked
the schedule, and Amchitka, with some 2000 Ibs of mail for Kiska
accumula ting at the airport, was rapidly replacing Adak as a.
bottle neck to Canadian hopes (242).

200. US censorship regulation~ were appreciably relaxed for
Canadians writing home from Kiska. In view of the fact that the
names of Canadian units taking part in the Kiska operation were
released by radio and press in the Dominion, HQ Alaska Defence
Command was persuaded, after urgent representations on the part
of the 13 Bde 8-2 had been made to the US Censor Officer.on the
island (243), to permit correspondents to mention Kiska by name J
describe the weather "in general terms" (such as "the wind blows
a great deal";"it rains a great deal"), and to mention life in
tents ("no discussion of beha~iour of tents under adverse weather
conditions will be permitted") (244). As one diarist put it,
easing of the censorship regulations removed a situation where
"a man might qUite conceivably receive a clipping from his hom~

town paper of his photo with the caption,. "Captures Kiska ll , and,
would have to write in rt~ :'y, "Dear Maggie, I'm on an island
somewhere, I can t t say where ttt (243).

PAY

201. With the breaking up of combat teams into their separate
units, small orphaned detachments were re-attached to larger
units for pay purposes, and semi-monthly pay parades were held
as usual (245). Officers and men were quick to see possibilities
connected with rates of exchange, and after 8very pay day the
Army Post Off'ice was besieged wi th applications for money order.
to Canada, ,purchased advantageously with T·S funds (246). By
the same token a large part of the Victorv Loan bought by
Canadian troops was ~aid for in cash, the exchange providing
a useful discount.

202. Geographically minded officers of Greenlight were quick
to discover that longitude 177 deg 30 min EAST passed through
Witchcraft Point, and not less quick in appealing for a rebate
of all income tax on the grounds of their location in the '
EASTERN Hemisph3re (247). But they were doomed to disappoihtm~nt
(248). While administrative authorities at Pacific Command HQ.

..........
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pointed to .the~; bener in the Intettlattppal D.ate Line t'hat placed
Kiska in the. Western)r.enllspher~tpr~llrposes of Time, an NDHQ.

~ ruling thro~gh ;h.e I'lf'fr, ~~~nt,~f bUr, .~h~.~, .

. '~the, 'United stated say" the, island is in the Wostern
·Hemi~.ph:~ro.,,·'/rltete is rib h>vetridlfig authority to
argUEr'that it is' not, therefore ICiska mUEt of
necessfty\' be I where its owners say it is - in the
Western Hemisphere" (249).

Canadian officers on Kiska continued to pay income t ax at one-hal~

the Canadian rate, but the feeling remained that it was inequitable
for personnel who had faced expected enemy opposition in so,
far-removed a theatre of war to receive less 00 nsideration thar!,
officers and men serving,.overseas in England (250).

I .

HONGRS AND AWARDS

203. The authority of US Conwanding Generals to award decoratio~~

and co~fer promo~ions on the battlefield was not extended to the
Canadian Commander of.Greenlight (26). A ruling from NDH~ did
however provide that "immediate -awards made by the American
Commander in consultation with the senior Canadian commander in
the field) not below the rank of brigadier, shall be deemed ~o

have been made with the concurrence of the Canadian' Govern!lleWt".
(25l). Vfnile this emergency authority was not used, at the t~t
of the Commanding General of the US Force the names of twO-... ','
Canadians, Lieut S Vessey, RM Rang and Fus DY Mills, Cdn Fus, .. re
submitted for the award of the Order of the Purple Heart (158)fl.5~).

204 0 At the conclusion of the Or.':T:lti~ln in August, .the Canadian
Brigade Commander recommended fo:>: recognition in the New Year's
Honours List some 25 officers and 20 other ranks "for their
untiring de'Totion to duty under prolonged and exacting circumstanqes"
(252) • One ')fficer (Lieut. John Corner R&.\1 Rang) and three other
ranks werB c1t~}d for specific acts of a courageous nature l perforIlled
in the operation aIld d.urinB the movement from Canada {253J, a
list that was late:' added 'lio when on 28 Aug the pl"'esence of mind
of a RM Rang p:"'iva'~e soldi6r in dealing wi th an exploding grenade
saved three other ranks fro~ serious injury or possible death (2d4).

205. US recognition of the seI'\'ic e of the GreenLLght Force in
the defence of AlaSka and thcA.leuti.aa.s} v;l th special emphasis
upon the part personally played by th3 GOO-in-C, Pacific Command ~

was fittingly shown, on 6 Nov 43:- whe...l Gen Pearkes was decorated
by Gen Buckner, acting at tha direction of President Roosevelt,
wi th the Legion of :Merit) for ltexc e.pt;~onally meri tori ous conduct
in the performance of' outstanding service" (255). In making the
presentation Gerl Buckner voiced an opJ'1ion that is echoed
wherever Canadians and Americans have served together: "A better
acquaintance wi ttl '~lle Canadians is cne of the good resul ts of
this war". (256).

• • • • • • • • • •



- 52 -

XIX

ACCOUNTING FOR GREENLIGHT

The Original Arrangements
Losses of Stores

The Need for Revision

THE ORIGINAL ARRANG:EMENTS

206. Original plans for accounting for American supplies and
stores issued to Greenlight had provided for settlement being
made in three ways (257).

(1) us equipment and stores furnished the force in Canada and·
forming the combat and maintenance loads on the transport ships
would be paid for by the Canadian Government on the basis of
shipping tickets as delivered.

(2) Automatic supply of subsistence and fuel would be settled
for on a per capita basis.

(3) Additional maintenance equipment and stores drawn on
requisition by 13 Cdn Inf Bde Coy in the Aleutian area would
be accounted for by supporting priced shipping tickets
covering the US tally out charges (258).

207. The ultimate settlement for items (2) and (3) of the-fore­
going presented no serious problem other than the enormous amount
of bookkeeping necessarily involved. Accurate strength returns
provided the means of making use of a capitation basis. At a
meeting held at Vancouver Barracks on 11 Oct 43, attended by
administrative representatives of Pacific Command, the RCAF and
US Army, daily rates in US currency were recommended as follows,

, (259)
For Class I Stores - Rations, 64.5 cents per capita per day~

For Class IIIStores - Fuel (Including liquid and solid
heating fuels, lubricants, gasoline, oil), 28~5 cents
per capita per day.

While it was agreed that there would be a simplification of
accounting were it possible to establish an overall capitat'ion
rate covering all classes of stores and supplies, the difficulties
and complications in the way of determining such a rate on a
sound basis appeared too formidable. It was considered that al~

such stores should be paid for at the actual costs shown on
shipping tickets (259a)

THE NEED FOR REVISION

208. Settlement for the stores refsrred to in item 1 above,
pr'esentcd a more difficult problem. The 30- and 50-day maintenance
supplies for the Canadian troops that had been charged to the
account of the Canadian Government (the bill at the end of
September was over one and a half million dollars) (260) and
carried in the combat ships and on the freighter "BURKE", were
not dealt with kindly by the US Navy in Bamboo Bay and Kiska
Harbour. "Naval authori ti es insisted in piling thousands of tons
of supplies on the shore, in whatever fashion they had managed
to lift th6m from holds of the ships, regardless of loading plap
or ownership" (261). There was inevitable loss from breakage,
weather, tide, and pilfering (262)8

..........
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209. Salvaging of the mountains of stores on tbe narrow bGd~li

of Kiska Harbour became a US responsibility, and an agreement
was reached between the DDOS, Pac Comd, and US Army officers
repres'enting Alaskan Defence Command, to recommend to WDC the
cancellation of all US charges against the Canadian Government
for all such 30- and 50-day maintenance supplies. Instead the
assessment against the Dominion for maintenance subsequent to
Greenlight's embarkation would consist of the daily capitation
rate for subsistence and fuel, and the cost of stores or services
actually delivered to the Force (262)~ It became the task of
the Administrative Staff, Pacific Command, to sort out and tabulate
the complete charges against the Dominion Government, having
regard to (a) US stores delivered to the Greenlight Force prior
to embarkation; (b) stores returned to Seattle unused; (c) stores
taken by 13 Cdn Inf Bde to Adak and Kiska but subsequently
returned to the Force pool at Kiska (263). Final figuTes were
sti.ll lacking nearly a year after the brigades return to Canada.

LOSSES OF STORES

210. The loss of a certain amount of stores and equipment on
charge to units and individuals was to a large extent unavoidable.
Brigade Daily Orders during September carried inquiries regarding
missing boxes marked vnth unit serial numbers (264), and nQ~erous

courts of inquiry were held to investigate the loss of personal
equipment and the contents of rucksacks and "B-bags 71 (265).
Reports of pilfering were common but hard to substantiate (266).
While personnel of the US Navy and the SSF were prominently mentioned
in this regard, war diaries contain allegations suggesting that
the Canadians were not altogether blameless (266). Perhaps the
matter can be summed up in the suggestion of the Brigade Commander,
that troops coming upon broken boxes of stores decided to do
their own salvaging from the possible damage of tide and weather
(267) •

xx

THE VALUE OF GREENLIGHT

The training value - Lessons learned from Greenlight
Organization - Equipment and Supply - Landing Operations ­
The Employment of ~!A Personnel - Japanese not Invincible

THE TRAINING V.AI,UE

211. The Japanese Operation Order fur the evacuation of Kiska
was issued on 8 Jul 43 (268). Greenlight Force, after a month
of mobilization, sailed from Canada on 12 Jul 43. To what
extent the preparations for the Canadian move influenced the
plans of the enemy will not be known until a post-war study
of Japanese intelligence files may become possible. But even
though the Canadian force was frustra:ted in its hopes of actual'
contact with the enemy, and although the 11th Air Force claimed
that it was US air power that caused the Japanese to leave
Kiska (269), the military value of Greenlight must not be
underestimated.

212. American and Canadian officers agree that the training
value of the Kiska operation was excellent (270). No~nere in
Canada could such exacting conditions of terrain and weather

• • • • • • • • • 0
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have been simulated, and throughout the whole procedure up to the
final occupation of the island the factor of realis~, ever ~esent,

placed the training in the category of operations. There were
vario:us D1ist~kes', ;particularly in the exercis es held at Adak and
Great Sitkin (27L), but Units, and formations. w~re' quiqk to profit
by ~he lessons. that, their, e:r;.ror.s ·ta\lgJ1t~ 'them. (272)', and weaknesses
that showed up in the final operatiori will presumably receive
corrective attention in future training plans (273). The 'Pacific
Command had been occupying a role of static defense for three and
a half years, and the rapid organization and training of the
Greenlight Force revealed the existence among operationaa units
of many conditions that required remedial action (274).

LESSONS LEARNED FROM GREENLIGHT

213. In many respects Greenlieht was an experiment, - not an
experiment the uncertain outcome of which might be either success
or failure (to US and Canadian planners there could only be one
result), but an experiment to prove how efficiently Canadian
troops could participate with US forces in an amphibious o~ration

American transported and American supplied. Many lessons with
regard to organization, administration and supply have been learned.
Detailed reports making recommendations ~or the future have been
submitted by Greenlight units (275), by the Brigade Comdr 13 Cdn
Inf Bde (276) and by heads of services at HQ Pacific Coramand (277).
These reports are receiving careful .attention 'at NDHQ and at CMHQ,
(278)..' .

ORGANIZATION

214. In the organization of the Canadian Brigade Tactical Group
it was suggested (2~6) that an adequate HQ staff be established
to make calls on unit regimental officers unnecessary. In the
same wayan increased establishment for BLG HQ staffs was recom­
mended. While the composition of FCTs required no change, there.
appeared to be a definite case for enlarging the BCTs. Particular
stress was laid upon the need for additional engineer personnel
(279), increased RCASC (280) and ordnance stores detachments (59),
and the provision of more RCAHC personnel4, as stretcher bearers .
(281). These are establishment problems that require careful
consideration by future planners.

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY

215. Much has been written in various reports about the comparative
meri ts of US and Canadi:an pattern equipment and stores, with a view
to making selections in future joint operations. To the DDOS
Pacific Command there is only one question, - how can maintenance
be secured? The logistical problems facing the Americans along
the Aleutian Chain were gigantic, and they have been solved on a
gigantic scale. Under US policy six months' bulk supply of all i

stores is maintained in huge dumps in every operational area, and
a small army of Quartermaster Corps personnel is required to
handle these fu~ple reserves. Unless it is intended in future
activities with US forces to establish all-Canadian supply lines
with the provision of t;he necessary dispersal areas, storage houses,
shipping facilities and'manpower, it would appear that "while the
original issue might be to a large extent Canadian, any future
plans must contemplate almost complete replacement and all
maintenance sorvices beyond the first echelon being contributed
from US sources" (277 ii).

..........



216~ With the foregoing rocommer.:lation in mind it becomes a
matter of satisfaction that the majority of US clothing) '-quipment
and stores issued to the Canadians was reported 011 favourably by
Groenlight personnel (277 iv). Preference wus generally ~xpressed

however for Cana.dia.n . pattern web equi.I>ment··1282), Canadian p£1.ttern
knives, forks· and sPQbns (283), and.~.Canadian battle dress (284),
Such items of ,Canadian' provi sion being used for t>··; first ti!'1.'3 tiS

the rubber shoe pack and the Yukon pnckboard were fOl'.!ld hioll.....y
sati sfac':;ory, and the newly adopted V.S pattern steel helmet with
iiner was "unanimo~sly considered ~uperlor_to the old British

futtern both from the point of view ,of. comfort and serviceability"
277 iV)~ .

217. The·- qU8stion pf how much clothing and equipment should be
issued to the man and how much should remain in unit stores until
neoued came to the fore in the operation. Experience from Attu,
where US troops had suffered acutely from exposure on snow cover6d
hills, led to the decision to issue all ranks with un adequate
supply of winter clothing. This not only added to the physical
burd8.i.ling of th.e man with heavy loaded rucksack and barrack bag, ;.
it Qddod to hts finwlcial responsibility, - a ~esponsibility that
was difficult to safeguard when he was separated for days at a
time, from the expensive equipment and clothihg in his charge.
It waf? the recol1unendation of the Greenlight commander that as
'l1U011 e,:J PO'jS~. ble of this heavy clothing should remain in unit or
'.:,:rJ.1f'>~;:'C8 8';;01'8S until climatic conditions warranted its issue (276) 0

LANDING OPERATIONS .

Z:i2, Lessons learnt from the landing operations ,nth regard to
the need for correct combat loading, and the problem of offloading
suhedules have 9lready been emphasized (285), and recommendations
regarding communications (286) and medical services (287) were
dealt with in their, appropriate sections abOVe. The report of
the CEQ Pacific Command (277 i) dealt with the adequacy of the
engineer equipment on the beaches, and suggested the elimination
of the D-4 type of bulldozer as being too light for operations
of this kind. The steep banks above Green Beach were too much
of an obstacle for tractors, and the provision of n heavy winch
per combat tea~ for moving freight and guns up the first sharp
rise was recommended for future use, where simil2r topographical
features are likely to be oncountered. For early road building .
it was suggested that a number of 2i-ton dump trucks shouad
accompany the landing party ashore. The snow jeep (cargq carrier ..
light, T-15) proved its usefulness for the transportation of li~t'
loads ovcr 'terrain that heavier tractors could not negotiate, an'(l
5,', ~rF! 'first week, before a road had been cut through from the '
ceach, the 'u~m8nc for these vehicles far exceeded the supply.
~hey were not meant, for heavy loads, andr the rocky surface of
the upland ridges soon played havoc with their caterpillar treads
and bogey wheels (288).

THE EMPLOYMENT OF NRMA PERSONNEL

219. The use in an active operational role of units largely
composed 'of NRHA personnel oonclusively proved two things. To'
the NRl\llA troops themselves it showed that they need labour no
longer under the unwarranted delusion that they could not be
employed beyond Canadian shores. To their comrades nnd their
officers, it proved that these men could do as good a job as the
next fellow when circumstances d€manded it. Th~~e was little
talk of "acti"7e" and "BDl' personnel on Kiska. United action in
the face 01' common dlfficulties and adversities welded toget-her a
group who would now be proud to call themselves soldiers (289) •

...... .. . ..
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JAPANESE NOr.L1 I1.TVINCIBLE

220. Finally, tho occupation of Kiska removed the Japanese
threat against the North American continent~ It marked too the
first occasion on which Jnpanese bad fled in the face of opposition.
As Gen Pearkes put it, "The fable that all Japs will fight to the
deat.h has been debunkE.d" (290). Wit.h the Aleutians fre.:;d from the
enemy the way was paved for the next move on the road to Tokyo,
whenever, it might come, and Greenlight personnel hoped that they
would ·not ha.ve long to wait for that move.

XXI

WHERE VffiRE THE JAPANESE?

Intelligence Evaluation - Japanese Radio Reports - -Conclusion

INTELLIGENCE EVALUATION

221. The di.scovery on 16 Aug that Kiska was entirely free from
Japanese occupation raised the question as to the time and manner
of their evacuation. If we except the explanations giv~n by
radio Tokyo probably the most accuirate estimate produced so far
is the evaluation made by the G-2, Adv CP, Alaska Department,
following a careful analysis of all available information (291,}q

2~2. His report indicates that the main body of the enemy forces
evacuated the island on 28 July (29 JU1; Jal)an time). This force,
amounting to approximately 7800 men, left either by barges that
took them to waiting ships of the Fifth Fleet, or by submarines.
Their destinat.i.on, referred to in operation orders as "X", is
assumed to have been Paramushiru. It appears possible that a
small garrison of fifty or sixty men remained on Kiska to give
some semblance Of continued action in order to cover the withdrawal
of the main body. This residue was apparently removed ~uring the
second week in August, - probably by submarine.

223. \'lhile the final wi thdrawal of the main body'was evidently
completed at great speed (many indications in the abandoned camp
pointing to a hasty departure), a captured document shows that a
dofinite plan for an organized evacuation was made known to all
the garrison as early as 8 Jul. Aerial photographs taken from
22 Jul on gave evidence of what might be preparations for
evacuation; They showed some barracks in the Main Camp area
being demolished, the removal of a few guns from No~th Head
positions, and unusual activity of bQrges far out in Kiska Harbour.

284. On 28 Jul the Japanese radio on Kiska lapsed into a silence
never SUbsequently broken. From then on bombing and reconnaissa~ce

missions returning to Amchitka reported only light small arms
fire or no anti-'aircraft fire at all. Twelvo heavy naval
bombardments during the first tv.'O weeks of AuguGt brought no
response from enemy positions. While Air Force pilots from time
to time reported. such signs of contlnued occupation as freshly-dug
trenches, with hillside emplacements manned by visible troops, t~o

later discovery on Kiska of false e~placeruents where only the top
sod had been removed, and rows of dummy figures made of piled rooks,
indicated that aerial observers might well have been the victims
of skillful Japanese deception (292).

·.~ ....~ ..
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JAPANESE RADIO REPORTS

225. The Tokyo radio, playing up for all it was worth the two
vl/eeks I shelling and bombing of a llghost l? j 81and ~ 8n _ -;:-,he frustratE?d
Vigilance of the US Navy, declared thu evacuuticn af Kjsk~to
havE; been part of the Japanese major strategy, i 1llO o~)m.pletion
of the inner Empire defences at Paramushiro mude i-:: ::.') longer
necessary for the outpost defences in the AleutiaL~ tJ C

) be maintained.
Hence the withdrawal. A Japanese reporter spccks of the
Dunkerque-like providential protection of the weather that enabled
tho evacuation to be successfully completed. A thick curtain of
fog shielded the relieving ships from American na"tral observation;
the fog miraculously lifted to allow them to enter the Harbour;
in D. few hours embarka.tion VtaS .completed; and e.s the transports
J110ved out the protecting weather closed in again. ii0 BU'.ard them
from American interception (293).

CONCLUSION

226. The whole truth of how, vmen and why the Japanese left
Kisk& will not be known to the United Nations until after the
War, Nor, as events turned out, are the answers to these questions
of particular importance to us. The thing that tremendously
matters is that theY did leave Kiska, and by their withdrawal
not only sQved the Canadian and American cOr.1.ponents of ATF 9
an expensive casualty list (294), but reversed the whole I

situation in the North Pacific area. A year ago Japan threatened
our northern flank; now we threaten hurs (295).

(Note: The narrative thus far was completed 11 Dec 43)

XXII

THE RETURN TO CANADA
(This Section added 16 Oct 44).

Planning the Movement - The Evacuation - Special Leave.

PLANNING TI:-m MOVEMENT

227. On Q visit of inspection early in Novenber 1943, the
GOC-in-C, Maj-Gen GR Pearkes, brought to the 13 Cdn Inf Bde Gp
preliminary plans for the withdrawal of the Canadians from Kislca.
The welcome announcement revealed that 10· per cent of each unit·
would leave the-island as an advance party bef'ore the end of' the.
month, and that five subsequent sailings would completc the
Canad.inn evacuation (296)0 The removal of the Greenlight force
would be progrossive, and it lvas expected that the rnjor part
of the brigade group would be back in Canada by the r.liddle of
January. As on the outward move to ICiska, transportation would
be carried out in United States transports. .

228. The advance party, 500 strong (297), sailed on the USSS
IlCOLUI'iffiIA", a compc.ratively small coastal passenger steamer
temporarily converted to a troop transport. Leaving Kiska on
21 Nov the lCOLillmIA" rCA.ched Vancouver on 2 Dec, after a rough
pClssage through the JI..laskan Gulf. The party proceeded. to Vernon,
BC to prepare for the re~urn of tho main body to Canada. .

0&· • • • ~ ~ • •
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229. The planning of the schedule of' sailings and the allocation
of troops and equipnent to the various transports WGS carried out
by th.e Administrative Staff of HQ, Pacific Command, in close liaison
wi th the Unit ed States authoriti es. Adnlinistrativo instructions

'for embarkation prodedure were issued by HQ, 13 Inf Bda (298)8
Contrary to the procedure followed in the outward voyage, when
troops travelled grouped as Combat Teams, on the return journey
units and sub-units were assigned intact to their respective boats,
The bulk of the aflmunition was cerried in a freightor that bore
no troops.

THE EVACUATION

230. Movement of tho main party 'began on Christmas Eve, ~~th the
sailing of the USAT "DAVID W BRANCH", and the "COLUMBIA" on her
second trip. In the familiar cabins Gnd holds of the "BRANCH" were
Bde HQ, (less rear party), 13 Dof Fl, Wpg Gren, "C" Coy st John Fus
(MG) and the 19 Fd,Security Sec, a ~otal of 1153 Canadian troops
(299~. The smaller "COLUW.BIA" could carry only 490 of the Cana.dian
Fusiliers, and "A" Company with part of two other platoons had t,o
wait for a lator boat. Christmas Day and New Yoar's Day were spent
at sea, and if the disturbing effects of rough water , prevented a
full attendance at the Christ~as dinner, there was consolation in
the thought that each turn of the propeller brought the ship a
little closer home. After briof stops at Adak, Dutch Harbour, and
Port Angeles, Wash, tho "BRANCH" reached Victoria on 3 Jan. On
disembarkation the Wpg Gren and St. John Fus wont to Gordon Head
Canp, and the 46 L A A Bty moved to Colwood Camp (300)~ The
nCOLUMBIA" having parted company with the bigger ship at Adak,
cmne by way of Ketchikan and the Inner Passage to Vancouver, where
the Canadian Fusiliers disembarked for Vernon on 4 Jan.

231. In the meantime the rehaining'units of the Canadian garrison
experiencing some of the heaviest snovvfalls of the winter (301),
were preparing for the final move fron the island. On the last
day of 1943 the 24 Fd Regt RCA followed their guns and trailers
aboard the USAT "WILLI.tiM L THOMPSON", and at anchor in Kiska
Harbour SGW the New Year in. Sailing on New Year's Day the
"THm,a:'SON" mGde comparatively slow tirJ.e on the eastward voyage,
and it was 16 Jan when the artillery regiment disembarked at
Vancouver, and immediately entrained for Vernon. Its landing in
Cill1~da wes followed two days later by tho ~rrival of the USSS
"GEOIDE .F'LLVELLE" carrying Lo Rbgt de Hull, 24 Fd Coy RCE, and
the balance of the Cdn Fus.

232. The last Canadian units to leave Kiskn were the R M Rang,
24 Fd ~\mb, 13 Inf Bde Sigs, 13 Inf Bde RcaI' Perty, and the CDC,'
RC~\BC, RCOC, C Pro C, CPC, and the RCAPC detach~6nts. Their boat
was the USAT "CHIRIKOFF", the swne transport the.t had carried the
15 Combat Teans to Kiska. Acconpanying the CHIRIKOFF was the US
freighter "MEEK". The two boats tied up on opposito sides of the
Canadian-built pier, and for six days fatigue parties vrorked on a
24-hour basis loading 3500 tons of Canadian a.'11'TIuni tion aboard the
":rAEEK" (302). On 12 January eocnctly six m.onths after the
departure from Vancouver Isl~nd, the last of the Greenlight Force
sailed out of Kiska Harbour. Their arrival in Vancouver thirteen
days later made possible the lifting of the o6curity silence that
had been imposed, and the announcementw the public that all
Canadian troops had been saf'ely evacuated from Kiska.
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SPECIAL LEAVE

233. As rapidly as they could be cleared throl~h Vernon or Gordon
Head all ranks proceeded on debarkation leavG. As a sp8.cial foroe
returning from a theatre of war officers and men received thirty
days' leave inclusivG of travelling tim.e, and transportation at
public expense (303). For the next conth the history of the
Greenlight Force was made in cities and towns, villages and
farI!l.-homes, across the breadth of the Dominion. rrht. blue circular
patch with the silver bowle-knife became a farnlliar badge of
idGntific~tion to' large nwnbcrs of the Canadian public. By
late February all leaves were completed. The Wpg Gren at Gordon
Hoad, the 46 L .1\ A Bty at Colwood , the St John ]'us at New
Westminster, and the rest of the 13 In! Bde Gp at Vernon, were
once again entering upon the routine of training, in preparation
for whatever role the future might bring~

j
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THE CANADIAi'i PARTICIPATION 11: THE KIJKA OP8Rf.,.?IONS

REFERENOES

TODogra:)h1cal material on Kiska ttlkcm from The
Enemy on Klska, a 102 uf>.ge 1ntel2.1gence sumrrlE~ry

comniled by Assistcnt Ohiof of 8~aff, G-2~ Advance
Command Post, HQ Alasl:a Defene'] 0 Jr.1m?:1d, and
Advance Intelli9'encG Ce-ntre) North Pa.c1fic Arpa.

The Enemy on Kiska n 1.
The Enemy qn Kiskc p g,.
PCQ 2~lh d!20 Aur 4,. Ppark08 tc ~CS.
CAl,,! '05 dll0 1·1ay 4,. POryO to S'!:;U8rt.
OGS 464 dill Hay 4-,s, S'~uart to Pearkes.
OGS 475 a/12 Ma~ 4,. Stuart to Po,p.
CAW 3'5 d/24 gay 4,. POV8 to Stuart.
PCS 504-1-10-1 GO d/25 Nay 4,.
PCO 2020 d/25 May 43. Pearkes to Stuart.
File HQ MS 9055-1 Vol 1.
See "Mobilizat1on~, para 29 below.
CGS 619 d/, Jun 4,. Pearkes from Murchie.
CAW 357 d/29 May 43. Stuart from POOG. Text of
message, Stimson to Ralston.

CGS 6~2 d/, Jun 43. Pope from Murchie. Text of
lo~ter, Ralston to Stimson.

See Auuendix 1 and 2.
Train~.ng Inst ructi on "Greenlight", Direct i ve No 2)

PCS 502-1-10-2 (GS) d/14 Jun 43.
PCS 502-1-10-2 d/5 Jun 4, ry, EQS 20-3-12-11. See

Bo')pndix ,.
J:.Hli tf1ry Members DiscUS8ion 7 Jun 4,. HQ. 1,:3 9055 Vol 1
See Auoendix 4.
See Annendlx 5.
~Reuort on Kiska Oneratinn~ - 1~ Cdn Inf Bda - HQ. MS
905~-1 Vol' d/22 Sen 4,.

See A""")npnd~.x h.
14 CT ~ith onA ~ore OR 'in its medical and one more in
its dental detacmuonts had a total establishment of
14,~ all rHnks.

GS I'll d/6 Jun 4,. Oanmilitrv to DpfAnsor.
HQS 561~ FD 76 d/lg Jun 4,.
POS 504-1-10-2-1, G9 d/2g Jun 4,.
See Appendix 7.
»GenerRl Staff ReDort on Gre~nlight Force. Period fnom
Incootionto Desuatch to AdRk." PCS ~04-1-10-2 GS.

POS 504-1-10-2 G9 d/23 Jun 4,. On H~~S 9055-1 Vol 1,
See Apryendix ~.

Sce Aouendix 9.
Staff Table - Greenlight. Scalns of ammunit~on and
distribution of Ammunition. POS 504-1-10-2 (GS) d/29
Jun 4,.

See Aonendix 10.
War Diary, 24 Fd Coy ReE, IS Jun 43.
Military Members Discussion 7 Jun 43, HQMS 9055 Vol 1.
War Dia~y, 1 Bn R de Hull 20-22 Jun 43.
These second lieut~nants were all uromoted to ~ank of
full lieutenant. Greenlight Conference ~ Jun 4'0
PCS 504-1-10-2 (GOC).

"Administrative Staff Report on Greenlight Foroe."
PCS 609-25-1-34.
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R~port of discussions bntwep.n GOC-in-C and Gpn DeWitt
at HQ WDC 11 Jun 41 . Pearkes to Stuart. PCS 504-1-10­
2 GS d/15 Jun 4,.

PCO 6012 d/15 Jun 41 . Peark8S to CGS.
War Diary, 2g AA Regt ~CA, 1 Jul 4,.
See Annendix 11. Note by Nerrator.
3ee h~nendix 12. Note by Narr~tor.

3e~ Anoendlx 13. Note by Narrator.
HQ Pac Comd Macklin to OC 1) Cdn Inf Bde: 609-25-1-34

(6) d/29 Jun 41 . See Also ADDendix 14. Note by
Narrntor. .

See below. ~edical Services Sec XVII.
~ar Dinry, 1 Bn RM Rang, ,1 Au?, 4,.
POO 6049 d/7 Jul 41 . Murchie from Pearkes. The
original arrangement was that th~ Canadian Pr~ss and
Brit~_sh Un!.tnd Press should p~ch send A.n En~lish

lpn~u~~e w~r-corresnondent, ~nd thAt the Canadian
Pres 8 '-"auld al so send a. French CanFl dian corresTJond ent
to renresent F:&.~('nch memb~r ne~nr8pFrT)ers. To this ;
a.rranlSement BUP objf>cted, nor could the D-in-C,
Puplic Rplattms, comn to an M1;reemAnt ~ri th the two
associations in the matter of shp.rin~ a French sneaking
corrnSDondAnt. It was finally decided that only the
two Dress renre8ent~tives should proceed to the
Alp.utl.a~18, and that Capt Jean r.:,qrchHnd, PRO MD 4, ..'auld
reDl~ce the third corresDondent, and would act as
French Liatson Officpr, proviaing both CP and BUP with
French Canadia.n material. - Memo D-in-C Public Re­
lations to DM (C) Army d/21 Jul 4), and GS e2l, Pearkp,s
from lo1urcJr.ie, d/21 Jul 4" - both on HQj.1S 9055-1 FD 8.

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS) d/26 Jun 41 . .
"Priorities for Off-loading Combat Shi"0s in Training
Phnse :rI". Apnx "A" and "B" to PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS)
d/25 Jun 41 . .

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GOC) d/lg Jun 4,. Minutes of Grpenlight
Conference No 6.

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS). "General Staff Report on Greenlight
Force." Para )6.
War Dipry, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bde, g,9 Jul 41 .
See ApDendix 15. The number of mAn requested, 720, Was
later reduced to 400 as Greenlight provided itt;; own'
'o\TOrkin,O' narties in the sh1ps' holds. PCS 504-1-10-2
(GS) dllJul 4). Appx 4 to i'Tar Dio.rJr , Green11ght GS
Pac Comd Jul 4~.

But later renorts from Green Beach regarding the order
in which stores came ashore suggest that the combat
loading of the ships was not corrnr.tly done in all
cases.- In intervip.ws at K~ska the following statemants
werp made to the Narra,tor. "Ther~ was no breFtkd01,rn of
high Bnd low nriority ordnance, engineer and medical
equiurnent in Seattle, 1"hp n the lower nine tenths of
th~ II SACAJA:·7EA:· 81~ hold A 10rerA stot,'ed - Maj RE '9rickf> r,
A/OO 1 Bn Cdn Fus. "The follo"'~.ng sequence was obser.L
ved in the unloacmg of equiument on Green Beach:­
Ammuni t:l on - wea:oons - ammunition - rflt ~onB (very
little) - Detrol Rnd oil (large quantities) - ammun1~
tion - wnod - coal - watAr (verv little) - etc. The
trBnsuort Sh"DS BDParently were not combpt loaded.~
Lt-Col D ~enard, OC R de Hull.
See 11so Brig Foster's "Report on Kiska Ouerations".

Sec IT, Transnortption (HQMS 9055-1 Vol) d/22 Sep 4~).
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76.
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78.
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SRP. 51.
To Al 10"'1 :1:ore tr8in1np.: time at Adak, thn embarkat10n
date was advanced five dRYS by Gen ry8Wltt. POS 504-­
1-10-2 (GS) dill Jun 4-,. Anpx Ii ~~ ~ar Di~ry, G~eAn­
li~ht GS ~ac Comd Jun 4-,.

Verbal rp,port to Narra'toi' at K1ska by Cppt E MeadA,
00 ,0 OrO. Store COVe

Sce ADoond1x 16. w·

See ADD endlx rr.
See AU'Jendix 18. The Embprkntion List bv Units, how·­
evrr, supnlied by 2 Ech~lon, (PC ?~h ,-0 d/l4- Jul 4-3)
shows a total of 257 officers and ~57~ men, or 4-S,l
CanndL'i.ns embe.!'kr'\d as fcl101!\IS ~ liERANCH" 79 and sg6,
"SACAJA'v3;..!,1l 4-5 and 9'7:' IICHIRIKOlt'F" 5S and 1,25:
and "PERl-DA" 75 and 1526 .

Soe AT);')endlx 19.
Sep, AD'Jondix 20 .
PCS 504--1-10-2 (GOe). GOC-in-C's Conference, g Jun 4-3

Dnra 2.
War Diary, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bde; Appx 5, 16 Jun 4-3.
See Aopendix: 21.
War Diary; HQ 13 adn Inf Bde, S Jul 4-3.
See Apryendix 22.
PCS 609-25-1-34- (37), d/24 Jul 43. Allan to Letson,

enclosing nomine~ roll of absentees, also PCS 609-25­
1~,4 (?O), d/5 Aug 4-3.

See, Arrnendix 23. .
It is difficult to footnote rumours as they seldom

RPoear 1n wr1tten form. The NRrrator met them in Nan­
aimo, 1n Vancouver, in HalifHx and in Ottawfl.. An
examDle of 80me of the 1ildest char~es eODears in R

letter. d/24- Jul 4, from a Mrs AJ Nightingale, Chemainus
BC, to the Pr1me Minister.

MHintennnce of Greenli~ht ForcR. PCMS 609-25-1-34- (19)
dig Jul 4,. See Aor)pndix 2'Ft.

PCS 504--1-10-2 (GS) d/14 Jun 4,. See Wer Diprv "Green­
lil2;ht I' GS PP.c Comd ADnx 10, Jun 4-, 0

Ibid.
"Maintenancp of Gre8nlight Force". PCMS 609-25-1-34- (19)

dis Jul 4" Sec 6.
Ibid. Sec S.
Ibid. Sec 5(f).
See bRl~~. Accountin~ for Green11ght.
ReDort of Maj RJ Bolton, LO, d/20 Jul 4-,. W~r D1Rry, ijQ
1, Cdn Inf Ede, Jul 4,. Ary~x 21.

PCS 504--1-10-2 GS d/2~ Jun 4-~. Operation~l P1~n, sec S.
On HQMS 9055-1 Vall.

PCO 6o~0 dis Jul-'L~? Murchie from Pearkp8.
Most Secrpt Mpmo dNS~to CGS d/12 Jul 43.

On HQ~~S 9055-1 Vol 2.
pco 6062 dill Jul 4-3. Murchie from Pearkes. 9055-1 Vol~
pco 6060 dis Jul 4-3. Hurchie f,.'om Pearkes. 9055-1 Vol·2.
Interview with Cp~t WP Dey, Ship's Adjutant, "DAVID

BRAI'JCHlf, Capt PW Fpulkner, lvpg Gren, and Crpt JA Milton
RM Ran~, TQ}f s resp~ctlvely of "0HIRIKOFFJ: and 'iDAVID
BRANCH - Kiska, 2 ~ov 4-3.

Certificate re life saVing and buoyancy equioment o~

combat ships, M~j GR Hpnsen, US TranSDortation COI~sl
OIC Haintenance and Rflpair Division, SPOE, d/2S JUI1 If,.
Aoox HAil to HGreenl1ght H Liaison ReDort No 15, d/29 Juri
4-,. On H~iS 9055-1 Vall.
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112.
11,.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.

122.

- 4 -

"Boat Drill Instructions for Canadian Troops" ­
ViaI' Di:'try, 1, Cdn Inf Bde, Jun 4?, ADpX VIII.

Intervie~ with MaJ RE Bricker A/oe Cdn Fus - Kiska,
3 Nov 4~. See also War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn Fus 9 Aug 4,.

War Diary, H~ 13 Cdn Inf Ede, 1, Jul 43.
See War Diaries for July of all Greenlight units for
descriptions of routine on board ship.

Ao-')x A to "Ships I Standing Orders for Canadian trooDs" j

by Bri~ ID~ Foster, d/ll Jul 43 - War Diary HQ 1, Cdn
Inf Bde, Jul 4" Appx VIII.

War DiAry, HQ 1, Cdn In! Bde, 13 Jul 4,.
PCO 6040 d/l Jul 4" Murchie from Pearkes.
SeA ADDendix 24.
"Lessons LeRrned from ODer~t10DS on Attu" - Col LV
Castner, 2 i/c US Forces at Attu, Alaska Defence Co~mand
7 Jun 4? AD"Jendix to l'!ar Dja-y, 1-: de Hull, Jul 4,.

War Diary, 1 Bn RM aan~ers, 24 Jun 43.
Ibid. 22 Jun 4,.
War Diaries of Units named. Jun 4~.

"Action on Attu" - Reproduced by 0-2 Alaska Defence
Com~and, ,0 Jul 43. ApDendix to War Diary R de Hull,
Jul 4,.

PCO 60 38, d/30 Jun 4? Stuart from Pearkes.
Wpr Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, 19 Jun 4,.
Interview with MaJ DR Rochester, OC 24 Fd Coy RCE, ­
Kiska, 3 Nov 43.

Intervie't-'T lrJith Lt-Col RP Drummond, OC 24 Fd Regt RCA,
Kiska, 5 Nov 4,.

Interview with Maj JA MacDonald, OC 46 Lt AA Bty RC~ -
Kiska, 5 Nov 43. -

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 25 Jun 4,.
PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS) over PC 609-25-1-34 (D2) d/18 Jun 43.
Ibid. Also War DiRrjr, HQ 13 Cdn In! Bde, 23 Jun 43. In,

terviews with regimental IOs at Kiska, 1-7 Nov 43.
Ibid. Also War Diary, n de Hull, 23 Jun 43.
PCO 60g9, Murchie from Pearkes, d/22 Jul 43.
HQ 13 Cdn Inf cde Gp Operation Instruction No 1, d/21
Jul 4,. War Diary, HQ I? Cdn Inf Bde, Jul 4" APDX 9.

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf 3de, 22 Jul 43.
See ApDendix 26.
War Diary, HQ 1, Cdn Inf bde, 2, Jul 4,.
Ibid. 26,29 Jul 43.
See Anpendix 27.
War Diary, 1 3n ffi1 Rang, ? Au~ 43.
v'lB.r Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Ede, 5 Aug 43.
See ADDendlx 2g.
War Diary, HQ 1, Cnd Inf Bde; g A~~ 4~.
Ibid. 10 Au~ 4,. ThiS ouinton was also exuressed by
Capt SA Hp.wkins, OC 1, Bds Sig Sec Re Sigs, and C~ryt

E Meads, OC ,0 Ord Store Coy in interviews at Kiaka,
? " " N()v 4,.

War Dipry, 1 ~n ~l Ran~, 9 Au~ 4,. For description of
American K Rnd D rations See Arypendix 45.

Note "A" and ll~" Bags.
Evpry other Y-ank was issued tNi th a be.rrack bag (US)

before lea"rinr: Canada. True was a dunnRge bal2: somewhat
lar~pr than the Canadian issue kitbag. On it was sten­
cilled the o'\'mers Regtl No and NamA, and the serial
number of his unit, all in letters one inch high. The
letter "Btt was· stencilled -at leflst , inches high. The
soldier uacked his uersonal clothinv, uartly in the ruok
sack and partly in his "B" bag.

At Adak those soldiers who were issued with uack­
boards in ulace of rucksacks, were also issued with a ..
second barrack bag, lettered "All, in lieu of his ruck-;'.
sRck. . -PCS 609-25-1-,4(20) d/29 Jun 43.
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:Se2 Auuf;r.dix 2S.
PCC (;lC2, d.l9 Augt:.-::s~ Stuprt f:':'cm BLJ~t(jck.
Re,oj't '.]' PRO Puc Cornd, "'~8'J G :-'1Y8r-r.;::, 1~ Oct 4-::s •
~'var D,..,·. ,. H~) 13 Cdn Inf Ki; "" I' II •• , ~I'~• ._0.,;.. ..,' (;;.1 .l.."-4.\:.>y .L. .""1.\.; ..., ,.';.,.

T!lar Ii'" ····Ii 1 En ~lr."" G"'en -'! Al-('J' }I'l
• o,.A. _. Y _ ""'r:..~·,...L.:..Ae:.., T·) 0

"Jay 'uy clt;i.~r maps vJere scannej. by oj,'~icPJ:'s ar.a mnn l=l.like
to b:;';(Jme as faml1i2.r v1i th thl'":' grvlc..<l. &S they could.
It 'Wa.s BratifJ'~ng tu hear SOrle of ·~;l1.e T':2n in the ranks
aftor we had la.ndod say, ~hd.t hi~'-.L on :i'oa~~ :Left is
Riot H:'l1 i we are or:. ReJC Hill, and that one over there,
is Rooster £111. a~d ~hotjs where ~he 15 CT arA SUUDO­
sed to to be. The hDsrlcans are uL our left. I think
it's one of the 87th.: That was the soirit with whicb
~le 1anc.e~:" ~t ~V'al" n.iary, 1 Bn Cc:'n FU8 ,. l:3umme.ry, Aug 4,.

PCO 70C1, dill Au~ 43, eGa fro~ Murchie.
PCO 7009, d/12 Aug 4" Stuart from P~arkp,s (deciphered

1245 hrs; 1, Aug).
GS 8b3, d712 kv.g l.!." CGg to Pac CJ..omd.
PCO 6110,~ d/12 Aug 1~3, Pearkes f:i."'om Bostock.
See Appendi~1: 29.
vlar Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 14· Aug 43.
lIar Dlary, 1 Bn \lpg Gren, 15 Aug 43.
HHr DiDr~r, HQ I' Cdn Inf .ode, 15 Aug 4,.
See AUlJendix -::so.
War D~, HQ 1-::S Cdn Inf Bde, Aug 4-::s, A~ux II.
WRr Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf bae, Aug 4-::s.
Ibid, S8C -::Sa, Sec 3(i).
Ibid, Sec -::s s(4).
Ibid, Sec -::s b to g.
Ibid, Sec -::s j to '0. See ms.'O at end of text.
See A1J~endix ,1.
Operations Hap and Inte1:J.ip'e,nce overnrint atte.ched as

8.o'Oendix to War Diary, HQ 1-::S Cdn Inf Bde, Aug 4-::s. .
FiA1d Order No 5, .First Special Service Force, Amchitk~,
dig Au~ 4" War Di~ry Special Service Regt, Sep 4-::s
A'1'Ox "DII.

See Apnendix 32. .
14 Combat Team Oneration Order No 2, a/10 Au~ 43, War
Diar~r, 1 Bn Cdn FUB, Aup' 4"1, A'()'Ox "C r; • 15 Cdn Combat
Team Oup-rAtion Order No 1, ':Jar Diary 1 Bn \'lpg Gren,
AUf; 43, Aunx 5. 13-16 BLG Operation Order, d/12 Aug
43, War Diary, 1 Bn RH Rang, Au~ 43, Appx 19.

War Di~ry, HQ-13 Cdn Inf Bde, 16 Aug 43.
':lRr DiRry, 1 En lipg Gren, 16 Aug 43.
See Anoendix ,3 for Battle Log, Advanced HQ Pac Comd,

Adak, and Appendix 34 for Battle Log, H: 13 Cdn Tac­
tical Group.

See A'ODendix 35, Note by Narrator. See n]so War Diaries
of the infantry battalions of the Combat Te~ls.

War Diary, 1 Bn ~1 Rang, 16 Aug ~3.
See Appendix 34- 0 .l.teport lines ra::.rked A,B,C,D on map at

end of text.
War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn FUB, 16 Aug ~,.
For diagram of camouflaged enemy ;oGition encountered

by 15 crr SAe vTar Dl1lry, 1 Bn ;lpg Gren ~ Aug 4'-5, Appx ~"
War D10ry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, ~7 Aug 43.
See Appendix 36.
See Appendix ,7. .
War Dip ry, 1 Bn Cdn Fus, l7 Aug 4,.,
WRr Dirrv, HQ 1, Cdn Inf Sde, 20 Aug 41.

'WRr DiRry, HQ 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 2-::S Aur, 4,.
For 10cl=ltion of unit sites in Canadie,n Army Area sep man.
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See Aupendix 38.
1:1ar Diary, Le Regt de Hull, 16 Aug 43.
Figures suu~lied to Narrator by Lt-Col Menard. Kiska,

6 Nnv 43. See also "Report on Kiska Oneration li , No 99
Det RCASp - Capt ME McCormick, OC. -

War Dlary,_R de HUll, Jul 43. Apuendix Jacket No 2, See
also vier lJlary entry for 5 Sep J+·L

"The 3rd Regt: (SSF) found the sand beach shovm on the ~Ci.p
between Bamboo Bay and ~pst Kiska Lake dldn i t have a
grain of sand weighing less than 100 lbs. It was con- '
sidered nothing less than a miracle the way they got
their rubber boats and equ~_pment across. 1/ - 1'1ar Die.ry, 1
Cdn Snecial Service Bn, 21 Aug 4~. See also 165 above.

From "ReDort on Kiska Ouerati ons l/ 1 d/16 Aug 43, Lt-Col '
D MAnArd, 00 R de Hull. '

Se0. An~endlx ~l. Adm Instruction for Beach Arop, Anpx A to
l~ TG Admin Instruction Nn 1, d/9 Aug 4~. The CEO Pac .
Comd later qUAstloned th~ wisdom of pilin~ engineer
storps in the misc dump.- Se0. 277 i belo't'T.

Interviews with bsC, ~o 99 DAt RCASC and No ~O Ord Store
Coy RCOC, ~lska, ,~ Nov 43.

vfar Diary,· 1 Bn Wng GrenJ 22 Aug 4~.
vlar Diary, No 99 Det RCASC, If) Aua 4"1.
War Diary, 24 Fd Cay RCE, 17 Aug 4,.
tvnr Diery, No 99 Det ReASC, 17 Aug 4"1.
War Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, ,I Aug 4, and 4 Sep 4"1.
IntervieM with Brig Foster, V~ncouver, 18 Oct 4,.

See also vlgr Diary, R de Hull, 18 Aug 43. For a parallel
situation in the Southern Sector see Report by Col
Rickard, Commander TG 87, on file G-2 Office, Alaskan
Defence Command. ..

War Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, 19 Aug 4"1.
Ivar Diary, R de Hull, 30 Aug 43.
War Diary, R de HUll, 5 Sep 43 and 9 Sep 4,.
Ibid, 12 Sep 43.
Signal Annex. Annex No 5 to Field Order No 1 Landing Fonce
16.8, dll Aug 41. In War Diary, HQ 1"1 Cdn Inf Bde, Aug
43, Aupx 2. I

See A::mendix "19.
"CommunicEltions Re?ort, Kiska Operation" - Capt SA Hawkins,

OC, I, Cdn Inf Boe Sigs Spc.
See "Signals .tpnreciation, AmJ?)hibious Operations", - Chij3f
Stgnal Officer~ Pac Comd, d/24 Aug 43.

"Apryreciation of Signal EquipmAnt as Emuloyed by Amphibious
Force - North PacifiC" - Chief Signal Officer, Pac COIIJd,
d/24 Aug 4~.

Col Rickard's ReDort (see 177) uoints out the difficulty
of maintt~ining communicFt ions with the liq;ht cable. ftNo
'mHtter ~IThtch side of 8 ridge the wire was laid, shifting
"Tind ,,'ould blo't'T it in to suac 8, or saw it against sharp'
rock edge .n

PCS 504-1-10-2 (8igs) 1/20, dl, Jul 43. W~r Di~ry Grepn­
light GS, Jul 4~, Au~x 24.

Interview with Col AR St Louis, CSO Pac Comd, 15 Oct 43,
He is rAferring to OC 14 Combat Team.

Signal Operption Instructions ATF 9. War Diary, 1 Bn
RM Rp.n~, Aug 1~3, Auux 20.

See Aupendix 40. ' i

Sep. Aunendix 41.
Renort on KiskH O'PerAtlon, d/3 Sen 4"1, - Lt Col D3 HolmRn,

OC 16 CT. "16 BLG W8.S the third group ashore, and as no
wires hnd VAt be en laid forward it was necessary to rlT;'
vert to tho original set-up, la~rin~ ,,'ire. from the Beacl+~
Thts line, 8S well as lines to our coys were maintained
throu~hou~ wi~h. ~racti?~llY continuous LIT comrnunicRtlon~



-,- ( -

200.

218.

217.

199.

~93. ~ve '·'pre the right flRnking unit but at no time was
~contld)lnteral communic~tion e8t~blishd6 to us. It wps only

Int2 on tho 8GCnnc. day that t:.. ~~ b::'Jgnde line rPRched
us. Ou:, b0F\.ch line 'ViR.8 1::-1 con8·:~c.I.i.~~ 'l.::.::i\:; ·c,Y' all units
of the rract l(;-llGroup; indicat 11.g '::::La 7: ~ci th3r no other
line had been laid to the BORCh, or that it was not
kept tn ooeration."
"OrgpnizRt10n or Kedical Se:rlces - 13 Cdn Inf Bde,
Gro("'nli.~ht For'(;c - V!1,~~' Diary, R de Hv.l1, JuJ. 4-3, Aopx2.

Seo Auppndix 4-l n .

A re-port from N&J J?:. H':~:;:.l t oar... ) Gree!llig!lt LO to WDC
sh01I\Ted casua.... ti3s ,;u:3~a:!..neq. at At t 1.,: to to;:,,'l 30 per cent
of personnel engaged ... 2?'5-2 d/14 Jun 43.

See Aopendix 43. Note by Narrator. .
Memoranauill Report - K~ska Operation - Lt-Col TM Brown,

OC 25 rd L~b, RCA}~O.

lVlemorHndum Beport - Kiska Operat:;"on _.' Lt-Col 'I'M Brown,
00 25 Fd Amb ?CActC o

Intervie'lrJ vdth 2~Rj D Sme.ill, A/OC 25 Fd Amb RCAMC, Kiska,
2 Nov 43.

See Appendix 44.
'!far Die.ry, "C II Coy St John Fus (MG), Aug 43, Appx 1.
1 Bn l'l-pg Gron. The ga.le referred to reached its peak
at ~oon on 6 Nov 4-3. The Narrator WP8 nrosent.

\Ipr DiR.ry, 1 Bn RM RHng, 9 Sop 43.
For description of the various tvpes of US rations

issuAd see Apryendix 4S.
1:1Flr Di8r~r, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 SOP 4-3.
~'!er Dlc.ry, No 99 Det RCA-SC, 20 SOP 11.3.
Report on Kiska Operpt~ons, No 09 DAt ReASC, p.3. See

8.1 so ReDort on Kiska. bJ DAQl-t.G, Fpc Comd, Maj ~ HOUS:dY ~
d/3 Nov 4-3. .

War Diary,'HQ 13 Cdn Inf bde, 28 ~ug 43.
'I,lfRr Diar,r, 24- Fd Coy RCB, 25 Sep 43.
13 Cdn Inf Dde Oop,r~tion Order No I, d/2 Sen 4-3, WRr :

Dipry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, Sep 43, A~px II.
IVar Dipry, "C" Co.' 1 Bn St John Fus OI.G), 7 , 9 Sep 43.,
ObSArved on Rn inspection visit to Green Beach by the
NR.rr~tor. 4- Nov 4-~.

BrigRde Orders, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/27 Sop 43 Rnd various
Dailv Orders in unit war diaries.

War Diary, 46 Lt AA Bty, 21 SAp 4-3.
Brlfude Orders, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/28 Sep 43 - War Diary

HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bdo, Sep 43, Appx 1.
War Diarios for Sent ember and October contain frequent
allusions to the question of when the Can~di~ns would
return to Canada. Continuous rumours werA urevalant,
and hopes nl ternD,te:'.y rose and fell. Officers were
not immune. For e~~ampl(S soe:- Tar ];iar~r, HQ 13 Cdn In;tl
Bde, 12,23 Sep 43; R ~e HUll, 12 ~ep, 12,22,29 Oct 43.'
For the "Home for ChI'istmas" Dromifl8 soe vlar Diary,
1 Bn Cdn Fus, Sap 43, Summar,r for September.

War DiRry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Dde, 26 Sep 43.
War Diary, 19 Fd Sec Section, 3 Sel:> 4-3.. .
SAe Rlso 1'Tpp; Gren Pt I Ord~r No "3:5: a723 Sep 4'3, Sec .2
"All rrnks will sleen with knives hunting by their sides
in order to fRc1.1itFite cutting themselves free of a
collaDsod tent in ce se of fire." - War Dia.ry, Sep 4-.,.

The followin~ weather reuort for Kiskn for the month of
Oct 43 was furnished by the US Wepther Station on the
is ··l·nn'd.:.... c. •
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196.
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21S. 1 recipi tHtion

( contd)
Rainfall for pctober 5.g1 in.
It rntncd ("very d.ay J:;'::-'~~ng the month. Sno\-T fell
on 3 days.

l'lind

Over ~O mnh stC'Hdy on 22 days.
Maximum stendv "'lind 58 ffinh.
Maximum gusts gO moho

Fair 1 por cpnt
Broken 34 pcr·cent
Overcast 65 per cent

On l~ days

Temperature

219.
220.

221.
222.

223.
224·.

225.

226.

227.
22EL

229.
230.

Maximum 50 deg.
Minimum 29 deg.

(September, October and March are regarded as the threQ
best months of the year.)
See also ApDendix 46.

War Uiary, R de Hull, ~l Aug 4~.

This belief, expres8ed in the hearing of the Narrator~
while at Kiska, was declared unfounded by the BO.o S-~,
Maj JG Stevens, and OC 99 Det RCASC, Capt ME McCormick.

tolar Dlary, 25 Fd nmb RCAIviC, 7 Sop 43.
Bri~ade Order No 29, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/l~ Sep 43.
War Uiary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf EdP-, Seu, 4~, ArypX 1.
War Diary, 14 Dental Uljnic CD0,~14 Sen 43.
War Diary, 14 Dp-n~al vlinic CDC, 5 Oct 43.
"Three meals out Qf fivc 1I'TG encounter H pink, compressed,
meatish substanco rejoicing in the name of SPAM, its
basic origin lost ~n the mist of bovine genealogical
antiquity." - tolar JJiary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, S Sep 43.
2000 gHls of rum obtainpd from the Royal CanRdian Navy
accomDanied the Greenltght Force, carried on the four
transDort shius. At Kiska it was stored for a time in a
closnly guarded Ja"Oanese-bu~lt tunnel, until the RCASe
storage hut wa.s erectpd. About 45 p8r cent cverproof,
the issue of onp ounce upr man was thorouf£hly anpreciated
by all ranks. - War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn ~nf ~de, 11 Sep 43.
"Renort on Kiska" p - DAQiG, Pac ComO. - Maj E Housley,
0./, Nov 43.
War Diary~ 1 Bn Wng Gren, 26 Sep 43.
Ttlar Diary, R de H, 15 Oct 43. Capt "'~' )-",",<": Camp Cornman..,.
dant, who stprtpd ~ male voice choir and organized weekly

Brigade concerts, emphasized the value of retaining
unit orchestras and bands in future similar operations.
See 226.
War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn Fus, 30 Sep 43.
Less comprehensible to the British military mind; but
strikingly illustrative of the contrast that the Canadi~n

troops presented to their American allies, was the sur­
prised congratulatory comment of the Visiting US Generai
at the completion of an imuromptu inspection of the 13th
Brigade troops, as he remarked to the Chief of Staff,
llAnd do you know, I beliE)ve that everyone of :our
officers and men had shaved this morning!ll
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247.
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253.
254.
255.
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Interview with CBut GM Chaout, Adj R de HUll, 20 Nov 43.
Figl~r~ t-j vi\)u'ied. -.JJT M::.j JF :~ptrj 3,' :!J'ield 'daeh1.er, Kiska,
7 Nov .~~

'/' ,

2 Eche:"')!! ·;r'...:":..J.lty P.eturn, d/12 :t-:cv 4').
War Diar;y, 1 En ~ipg Gron, 22 ,tug 43 u

War Diary, R de Hull, 31 Aug 4-"), Appx :II/I and IfE".
War DiRry, R de Hull, 2g Bep 43.
Wnr Diary, ?. de HUll, ~,t) O~ t 1..:-3 n '

War Diary: R. de E>.~ll, ';i, L;.t!:; ~', 27 Sq: 43.
War Diary~ 19 Fa Q~st Offioe, 27 Aug ~j.
War Diary, 11 Postal .Det (iFC, 31 l~ug 4J.
Ibid, 16 Oct 43.
Ibid, 14 Sep 43.
The Narrator spent eigtt. days on Amchitka waiting for th~
mail plene to meke triG f1ight to Kiska.

War DiRry, Hq 13 enn Inf Bde, 4 Sep 43.
"C", 8t John lus (MG) Coy Orders No 3, d/2l Sep 43 - ~1:,r­
Diary, Sap 4), AD~X I.
War Divry, 19 Fd Cash Office, 23 Aug 43.
War DiRry, 1 En Wug Gren, 6 Sep 4).
War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, e Sop 43, See Ar.mendix 47.
War Diary, 19 Fd Cash Offico, 17 Sep 43.
8ee Aopendix 4S.
Wpr Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Sep 4").
Tele AG 0")64 d/2") Jul 4").
Pac Comd Adm File Greonlight No 21~, IIHonors and Awarde ll -

Letter from Brig ~I Foster, Kiska, d/20 Aug 43.
See Al)pendix 49.
SnP Appendix 50. I

Prp.ss Release, HQ Alpska Dept, PRO, d/6 Nov 43.
For congratulatory mes8a~8 ~o Canadian TrooDs from Gen
Carlotte see Al)pendix 51.

See para 79 aboV' e.
Report - Vi8it of DDOS Pac Comd to Alaska and Aleutian
Islands, 16 Sop 43, - para 2S.

For purDoses of maintenance US Stores, equipment and suop­
lies arA dividbC into the following five main classifica~
tions:
(i) Olass 1 - Rations
(li) Class 2 - Clot~i~ and Equip~age

These terms cOler all stores as listed below:
Ohemical stores
Engineer stores
Medical and Dental storzs
Ordnance ctores (~~cl MT)
Quartermaster stores
Signa.l stores

(ill) Class 3 - Fuel .
(1v) Cla s 8 4 - EnglnGer Cons true tion ~:fate::stal s

(v) Class 5 - Ammunition.
"Capl tation Rates Canaclian TrooT)s in Ala8kar.~·

P0S 609-25-1-34 (2g), d/4 N~v 43.
A Tre.asfer Direati"V8 '.",\~1 the US Munl t~_ons Assignment s
Commit tee (Ground) Un(l~ted, il Tr&f'.~!~'ers '~O Dominion of
CanB-da by '~he Comm.J.ndlng G~r...(}:ra..l., "mc i !fl1s~s G. to';:El.l
dollar value of $1,52'),565.5 2 Cf<~nclosure to }\Jf-\ 6~S-25-1.:
34 AQ d/2g S8P 43) >

See A-.;nendlx"52.
DDOS Reryort, p~ra 26,27.
PCS 65g-25-l-")~ A4 d72g SOD 43.
Brigpdc Orders No 44,50,54,77 d/lg,20,23,")0 Sep 4~,

War Dlary, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bee. Sop 4"), A0ryX 1; Pt I Order
No 7, d/6 Sep 43 War D18ry 1 Bn &~ Rang,-Sep 43) Aopx l~
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266.

267.
26g.
269.
270.

271.

272.
27~ .

274.

. 275.
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Brigade Orders No 20, ujg Sf'n 4) ~ 11ar D!'...ry HQ 13 Cdn In!
Bde, Scv 4), Apnx 1 0

(i) 'Jar l);.arY.1 19 Fd Sou Sretlon, 7 8Gp )+3.
(ii) Nar Diary, 1 Bn Npg Gren, 16 8Gp 43.
(iii)Brigede Order No 9: d/4 Sep 43 ~. ~A number of cases
have been r8Ported of t!BIi Bp,gs] Rucksacks and Unit Stores
having been pilfered while lying on beach or unit piles.
Officers Commanding units will wnrn all ranks under thei~
command that any offend8:::'s '11;111 be severely dealt with. II

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, Sep 43, Ary~x 1.
(iv) "Re~ort on Kiska ODeration"-

"Bropking in of stores} looting of supplies has been
indulged in freely by both Canadian ~nd·American forces.
It would seem that in future operations steps should be
taken to prevent this and th at if necessary looters shoulq,
be shot. The loss in this connection in my optnion M.s
reached enormous nroportions". - Lt-Col JA ',Tilson, OC 'Vfpg
Gyqn. In Wpr Diary, Aug 4), AD~X v.
(v) ~ar Dipry, rt de HUll, 14 SeD 43.

"In this concern it is felt that too much equ;pmcnt was
carried by each man, pnd consequently the dela" in dis­
tributing personal belongings to each man was the chief
cause of 80 much Dilfering boincr done (.'11 all beachAs".
(vi) "ReDort on Klska"

16 (b) Poor system of unloaQ1~g. Apparently on landing
the US ~nd Canadian stores were all unloaded and Dooled on
the one beach (Green Beach). Although MPs 'lITere stptioned
there, they themselves did not know markings ,f boxes and
'1:vho should te.ke lnThat equlpmen t. Boxes vrero broken t)Pf';',11

Rnd if the contents looked interesting it was taken by the
personnel sent to clear the beach." -Maj E Housley ,D~"~MG

Pac Comd - 3 Nov 43.
Interview with Brig Foster, Vancouver, 19 Oct 4).
liThe Enem~r on Kiska" p.59.
Ibid p 98 ..
"Report on Kiska Oper[ltions - Southern Sector" - Col
Rickard, OC TG 87.
War Diary~ Cdn Fus, 30 Sep 43.
Interview with Cnnadian, and US Army Officers in Aleutians 1

Oct-Nov 43.
See "Observor's Report on EmbarkRt;on and Landing Exercis~

of the 16th Combat TA~m, 13 Cdn Inf Bde Gp (Jul 31 - Aug 5,
1943, inclusive li ) d/B Aug 43 - 't'lar Dl~ry, 1 Bn ffiv! Rang,
Aug 4-), Appx e.
Nar Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Aug 43.
lilt is felt thrt offir:p.rs ~nd OR's of the 13 TG have got
whpt it tp.kes to be efficient in bnttle (guts), but un­
fortunatelY they worn ~reen as far ~s battle drill Rnd pro­
flcicncv 1; use" of 1j•.Tep.~ons is conc()~·ned. They must be
given f~11 opportun:1ltles for 1ntQnsive training before
Dnother expedition begins. This t~Rinlng to be supervised
by the Bfte Comdr but to be entlrAJ.y at the discretion of
ench Untt Comdr. 11 - Rr,oort on Kiska Oryer,q.tj,ons - If) Aug 4,~,
Lt-Col D Men[lrd, OC R de Elll.
(1) See ADuendix 5).
(ii)For R rp.Dort showin~ uereentae8 of all soldiers of R.
de Hull qunllficd, ",:>prtly qualifipQ and tlnquD.1J:i'i~d DrioI'
to leaving for Adak on 12 Jul 43, see Aupendix to War
Di8ry, R de Hull, d/27 Sep 4).
All major Car:,~ 'llan units on Klska submitted memorgnda re­
Dorts to HQ 1, Cdn Inf Bde. These reDorts, on file with
the Bele S-3, were mc,de available to this Nar!,ator, and
wore used in comoiling the 5rigade report ~f , Sep 43.
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276.

~77.

278.

279.

231.

282.

236.
237.
2B3.

"ReDort on Kiske. Operation" - 13 Cdn Inf bde. HQMS 9055-1
Vo1 ~ 22 Sen 43. .

E.g. (i) "ReDort on Visit to K1ska", 9 Sep 4~ - Col WG Swan
CEO Pac Comd. PCS f11e 836-1-1, d/17 Sep4~.

(ii) "Visit of DDOS P.ac Comd to Alaska and Aleut1a1 Islands"
Col JE Willis, DnOS Pac Comd, d/16 Sep 43.
(i11) "Arlpreciation of Commun1CEtt1ons RequireIl,ents and Pro-,;
posed'Organlzation for an Amphibious Force" - Col AR StLoM1s
CSO Pac Comd, d/24 Aug 43. .

(1v) "Spec:lal Alaska Equipment" - Letter Brig 1/c Adm Pac
Comd, 609-25"1-3~.(37) d7l5 Sep 43. .

(v) "DAQMG's Ileport on Kiska" - Maj E Housley, L:'\.Qlv1G Pac'
Comd, d/3 Nov 43. I

E.g. (i) Arrangements being made to send TQM candidates to
Fort Orde ,. H0iS 9055-1 Vol 4, 15 Sep 43.
(1i) Interest shown by the War Off1ce 1n US 1tems of

/
SUPP1Y used by Canadians. - SDW 686 Canmilitrv to Defcnso~

d 20 Nov 43. H~IS 9055-3 Vol 3. .
CEO Pac Comd urgod the need for an inc~ease of at least 200
sappArs in tLE F1eld Coy. Spe 277 .ti) above. . .
(i) Report on K1ska operf1,t ions - Capt ME 1'-fcCorm1ck, OC No 99
Det RCASC. .
(i1) See also 277 (v) above.
"Iviemorfl,ndurn ReTJort - Kiska Operation, 25 Fd Amb RCAMC, Lt-Col
TN Brown~ OC. .
The US bRttlepack, worn by troops on thB final move from
A~ak, WD,S too small as comonred 1"r1 th the Bri t1sh small
nack. 'Many troops did not Lave access to rucksack or B-bag
for over a week after landing. .

US table cutlery 1rrB.S very l1ght woir;ht and rusted eas11y.
The OC Cpnadian Fusiliers expressed preference for the

AmericHn Dattern Kersey lined uniforms, and suggested that
the desirability of Kersey lined clothing made in battle­
dress pattern. Such 8n issue 1.Tould of course be subject 'tQ
the limitations of sunply channels. '

Sec XV nbovC'
The problem of co-ordinatlng US Army and Naval landing olans
is one that apDeara imp~ob~ble of settlement at any lower
level than Washington.

Sec XVI above. -
Sec XVII above.
WRr DiFl.ry, 103 LAD 'RCOC. "Cont inuous stream of broken Jeeps.

Truck s '\'ITOn' t' st Hnd up on thi s terrain." - 22 Aug 43. "Tran6­
missions and differentials starting to go on Je 0 ps. No '
parts aV~ilable. Only good use for a Jeep is to dry out
clothing. 1t - 23 Aug 43. "Found three more derelict .Jeeps,
and got some badly needed pprts." - 29 Aug 43. "Trying to
get as manv Jeeos in working order as oarts will permit.
Robbing on~ to fix another." - 31 Aug 43. (Note thnt all
of these references are to snowjeRps, T-15s. No "Cars
5-cwt 4x4u were t~ken to Kiska.)

See Apoendix 54. Note by Narrator.
See Aopendix 55.
"The Enemy on Kiska" pp 59-74.
At the end of October these rows of dummy figures still

remained along the ridges, giving a most realistic aopen.r­
ance at [l few hundred ygrds t d~,ste.n«lle. . .~

293.(i)R~dio Tokyo, Jaoanese Home n.nd.Emuire Service, 22 Aug
g.OO Rm EvlT,- Foreign Broadcost Intelligence S.ervice, F('\dernl
Communications Commission. (On file at Dept of External
Affnirs) •

(ii) For morA rp.c0nt sU~Dort of this story seeADDendlx 55a
(added 16 Oct 44).

289.
290.
291.
292.

v·.• '
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297.
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299.
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Sce Ap~end1x 56. Note by NRrrator.
The MessD.~e of congratulntion sent to Greenlight by the
Prime Mlnlstnr O;l behalf of the Canadipn people rtpue[l,rs
as Appendix 57. '

1tl;'r Dinry) HQ 13 Odn Inf Bde 1 d/7 Ncv 1~"1" l'or uroDosed
list of sRiljngs nnd allocrtions o~ units Rnd equ1uffi~nt

sep, Aopendlx 58.
Se0 Aooendix l=jq.
S8e AD~endix 60.
WRr Di[lry: 1 Bn Wog Gron 1 d/23 Doc 4;.
(i) vlp,r Dinry, 1 Bn Wp~ G~en, d/; Jnn 41+.

(ii) War DiurYI 46 LAA ~ty, RCA d/3 Jen 44.
The mass of snow that fell during th8 last wOAk of ~~c8Dilier

and th8 first wnek of Janupry flattened tents or drove
tent 1')011"8 lTIr1n7 foot ~nto tho soft ground. T't<TO US soldiors
died ~lhon n Fncific Hut collp,psed under the weight of the
snow, and pnoth8r lost his life in a terriblp, blizzard that
swent tho island on Christmas ni~ht. '

. -War Diary, 1 :an 11.\1 Rgng , d/26 Dec 43, and 10 Jan 44.
Ibid , d/6 Jan 44. '
13 Odn Inf Bde Order No 18 , d/19 Jan 44 , an~ No 27 d/27

J8.n 44 - Appx to War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Iilf Bde - Je.n 44.
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Note on SLEDS

The nellet, or sled, that oroved 80 successful for the
of stores on the Kiska beaches consisted of a sturdy wooden

oIatform g ft by 4 ft mounted on three steel shod runners. It was
fi'tted at each end "1ith a steel t01'1inr.-: cable with snliced eye, so th~t

it could be Dulled e1 ther fOI'\lTard or beck~'TB.rd b" a tractor. Each SIAd
v1ei~hed about 500 lbs., ~nd carriGd a lopd.of from 1400 Ibs to 19OO lbs
con8iBtin~ generally of three units d fire, or five da!s' suooly of
pAtr0~ ~nd oil, or tAn days' rations. These loads were securely
bound to tht" slpds 1>'1.th sinr"ode It" stARl strapuingo, to fom a comoaot
DiRce of frp.1F;ht that "as r padl1y stacked 1n the hold of a tranSDort
sh1~ or onth0. floor of a landin~ bar~e.

'.,:. ..()n debprkat1.on it 1,rflS only n~ceAsary for a tre.ctor to be.ck'·
into the f~ont of the landin~ craft, hook on to the towing cable, and
hE\ul th~ 10fld (s()mpt~_me8 t,~ro sl0.ds in tandem) to the 8T)1')ropriate dump.
Here the ste01 lashings "Tere Gut, thl'> 10B.d rpmoved, and the pp11et .
rnturned to thn beach for Po furthGr cargo. Whether the direction lay
over rough bpaches, elong rocky stream beds, or through th8 gelatinous
l~land mUd, th0 sleds moved readily w1th the minimum of tractive,
p01Ner.

Note on ATHEY TRAILERS

For the ~round movemp.nt of all loose sup'Olies, barrack bags,
tarpaulins, stores of all tyoes, the Athey Trailer provAd an invaluable
aid. Its substantial steel 'Olatform, 14 ft. by 6 ft. with removable
4 Aft. sides and ends, was so]dly based on a massive undercarriage that
~qde on two broad cateroillar treads. With a carrving cenacity of six
tons the trailer was Dulled by a D-6 or D-g tractor. Except for a ten­
denc! to capsize when movin~ along very stee'O side hills, due to the
high centre of gravity when fully loaded, the Athey trailer operated
~qmpletely successfully over the rou~hest terrain. In the later
stages of the Kiska operation, "rhen the hea.vy tra.ffic of moving stores
and construction material had turned raDidly b~ilt roads into channe~s

bf souplike mud, the Athev trailers and th~ caterryillar tractor pro­
v6ded the only reliable means of transryortation on the island.

Note' on SLEEPING EAGS
.u
';~ The U.S. 'Opttern slpnotn~ bp~ issued to all rRn~s consistnd
di two 'Oarts, - pn 1nner and outer b8g, epch of·a qutlted·~roadolot~:
material fil.lod l.r1.th do",,'n. The innnr rf'cerytacle ""Tas teoerod to fit
the body pnd could bp closed un to tho npck by a zin'Oer fastener wh16h
t'Rn do'Ttrn About hplf thn len9'th of the bodY. The outer comDonent,
m~~sur!n~ 6! ft. by ~ ft. when ooened out flat, WRS closed by a zioDer
track running across thA bottom and u~ the side. Both bags were fit~ed

with a hood and drew strings to tic about th0 neck. When rolled
compActly the bag NHS Nrao~ed in R lo'aterproof cover, the whole forming
a bundle about 20 ~nches long and e foot in di~eter, and weigh1n6~

about III Ibs. -
". For sleeoin~ indoors at ~mDeretures above freezing point

the inner bag alone nroved comfortably warm, whether clothing was worn
or not, while tho two ba~s to~ether offered the fullest resistance,tp
the cold. For use in the open, on damp ~round or in WAt weather, Dr-O­
·t.ect ion 1.-TP s provided by the use of p heavy 1,raterproof ooncho, 5-t ft
by 7 ft, which 1,1a.8 designed to wralJ around the outer sl ee'01ng bC'.g.
Experience ·shol ,Jed that some form of lacing was necessary to keep the
outer covering securely in position. This poncho also served as a
raincape, the wearer thrusting his head through a circular hole pro~

tect~d b~ a collar like flap.

Note on TRENCH FEET

~ r Medice1 relJorts from Attu showed that one of the largest
causes of disabilitv in that operation was trench feet. i'1ith a view':
to determining thp best preventive measures against this condition,
both as regords footwear and 'Oronhylaxi8, the 25 Field A~bulance RC~C
~o.Pducted a test durin~ the Great Sitkin exprcise. ~OO mnn from



" .

14 Combat Team wore divided into two scctions of 150 men each. One
section lArOrfl the htp;h Ipather boot .:;.('nt;~11~~J)u81y durin~ the period of
the test, thO} other training in the rubber nhoer:w~8. Each of the
sections was further divided into thrAo g~oups. The ftrst received no
t rea tment lfThat soever I bping us ed as a ccr.trol g;roup 0 The second group
\'Tas su'\') lipd ri th ratfish oil and ins'" '~ih;1;ed as to its \"'.8e. The men
in th e third grou'\') of each section 1tl1erc: gi von formaldehyd'3 footbaths
prior to treatment with the ratf1sh oil. All the men trained for three
daYs without removing their socks at any time.
. Unfortunatol~T the suddenn.ess with which the -Force ernofJ.rkAd
following its return to Adak from the Great Sitkin exercise interfered
wl,th the complet ion of the eXDeriment. From l~That observa.tions lrrere
made it was considered that the use of the ratfish oil was of definite
value and its a-puli(', :::·.on t·!p'S more effective when preceded by the for­
maldehyde treatment.

STRENGTH AT EHBARKATION

PAC CQ}.1D JERICHO

COMI\~ANDING PACIFIC PC060Sl

1"10ST SECRET

PCS 5~-1-10-2 GS

12-7-43.

",

FOR COL HAR~INGTON U.S.L.O.
"
. .

FOLLOT~W!. FOR GENERAL D~:lITT FROM GENERAL PEAHtCE3 QUOTE GREENLIGHT
~;BARKED AIJD llEIGHED ANCHOR 1015 HRS l2-7-4~ TOTAL STRENGTH 261 OFFI~
CERS 45~9 OTHER RANYS CANADIANS PLUS. 6 US FD HOSPITAL IS OFFICERS
229 ENLISTED MEN STOP TOT4L 279 OFFICERS 4769 OTHER RANKS GRAND TOTAL.
5947 UNQt~OTE .

MOST S:S::CRET 1 lo-!OST IM.!~D 1.
; .

Brig
for Maj Gen
GOC-in-C Pac Comd.

Note on th~ Part Played by US Navy in Ldg Oprs.
·Considerahle 'confusion in landing was caused by the failure

o~ the U.S. N~vyls landing plan to coincide with the schedules Drepared
by the Military comDonent parts of the Dlanning. Reryorts from Bn.
~anding Group Commanders showed that their carefully prearrang~d

schemes for tactical landings were b~dly disrupted when they found
themselves at the merc' of Naval oarties whose theqries re~arding de­
barkation differed materiRlly from the 'Army view~oint. The following
reports illustrate the difficulties faced by the Combat Team Comman­
ders:

"At K ~lus lOG five LCVPs came Etlongside, loaded with 2 pIs. of
~:. coy (right fwd coy) and 3 ryls of D coy (left f~Td coy) fl.nd without
pa.using at any 8 F1 sembly fl.rea or RV f\.rea, they headed immedia.tely into
shore, landing at K olus 170, - 40 mins. ahee.d of time, !-1ean'·thile
t~o LCI's crume alongside, loaded UP, one With C coy (rl~ht ~e6.coy)
and the other l'Ji th B coy (1ft' res coy). The balpnce of the f'''d coys.
w·ere loft ''''Eti ting for bo('.ts that did not show UD for e.Durox. one hour.
No attempt to control landing craft into moves "Tae made. The result
was that the first Dart of the first move land~~ at K Dlus l70(09l0qns)
~nd thA rest of thn first move ~t K Dlus 240. Part of the third moVA
~andAd at K 'Olus 200, thp b~lflnce at K Dlus 240. The second move
~~nded at K Dlus 210. TherA w~s no control ovpr the cox's who were'
extremely nlipDY", not in the oicture, ~nd took ordArs from no one, not
even their ol.m of f1cprs" .
(From 0.7 Memorandum Reoort on Greenl;~ht Trg. 25 Aug 4~ - R.E~Bripker
~ajor, 2 i/c 1st En. Cdn. Fus). 0.C.14 C.T.)

"

t' •



(From Reuort on Kiska ODer[1t~ons­

R,P. Drummond, Lt-Col.,
I 'O.C. 24 Fip.~d Regt e , R.C.A.

"For the opere tion on Kiskn Islnnd, the Army Plan ~/'AS laid down in­
cluding the 13 T.G.Opp.r~tion. Before sniling for Kiska n Naval Com­
mpnder came nbonrd shin, took chcrge of the oncrptibn, Rnd this officer
~.70S not El"TarO of or hr d r~ce;ived instructi ons contr[t~!JY to the plan
Inld dm"./n. This 0 "ficor Fl,'JPFlrcntly hRd rPljoivod ser'.lod orders from
the Naval Commander. Those orders were to get the trooDs to shore as
soon £l.S Dossiblc l/Tithout regard to thl" Army PIRn ll •

(Prom Ronort on ~r()Anlight - J.A.~ilGon, Lt-Col.
illp~. Grnn, O.C. 15 Combat T",am),

IIAmnhibious TrA.lnlr;g - Tho mFlin lesson Inarnf"'d lrJP.S that no mattnr
~lhat '(rIas nlanncd tho on'Josite 1,10uld hauuon and thr> resulting- confusiop
,.rould have; caused F,l diSAster of mnjor proportion had there been any
on)osition.

C.T. 's '"lere lnstructnd to make UD bont assignment tables, move
dJ.agrems and If'ndinr-: schpdulns - this "'as done wit·h grf'\ftt care and
thought Fnd dCDended a ~rn t dOAl on the CommAnder's nlrns.

Thn nctual lRndin~s both on Grrnt Sitkin nnd on Kiskn Island were
cErried o~t with com'Jlote disregnrd for the t~ctic~l situation, for
the com'Josition of the force being~nded nnd for ~~A congAstion on
t1#.r; bp.achAs.

Disembarkatirolll stntions h'1d to be changed at the lR.st minute,
troops i<T8re lopded into boats Rnd then changnd to others - Innding
craft ~Aro cnlled to cortain statinns and rCDorted to different ones,
necessi~ting troops bein~ shifted from ono station to another. All
this resulted in a great-deal of unnecessary confusion, both on ship
and subsequently on shore, and was caused by an anparent ignorance on
the part of thp. Navy of the 1ay we had been taught that landings would
be :DE"der!.
(From Report on Kiska Operetion - 3 Sep 43) -

D.B.Holman, Lt-Col.( Rocky Mountain Rpngers,
a.c. 16 Comb~t Team}.

"The signal for sending the guns Rshore was sent at 0930 hours.
'rhe 75 mm h01rTS. l[1nded nt H~OO hours (16 Aug). They l·'erc manhnndled
300 yds. inlRnd 8.nd r p 8dy for nction "lith 15 minutps' firing; nt Ig'30
~ours. The 25 ndrs. Inft the bORt at 2~'30 hours and Rftpr lying off
;ghorp. F..ll nie:;ht "lnrc Innded at OgOO hours on 17 Aug. They ,Tr.re hauled
'to thr>ir Dosition on Fl Dlateau 100 ft. abovp seR level by D-6 Cater­
uillar Trpctors, and wpro in nction with [1~munit10n for s~stRined fire
by. 1000 houre lf •

-j tt



REPORT OF l~ BDE SIGS OFFR.

"A small sip;nal centre "ras set un a fe'.tlr hundred yards inland.
Without warning howev8r the Brigade moved off and we were given in­
correct informntton as to its objective. It was therefore some little
time before c0J11municatlons cau~ht uo, pnd shortl~r after, again 'lI7ithout;
warning, Bri~ade nushAd on. A fAW moments later a call (from 1en.
Ree,dy, i'J .Sector) that could be tHken by no one but th8 Brigadier cama
in 1 p...nd men 1.rho had not eaten since 04-00 hours had to race alon~ wi tli.
a line, :t.rhich fell R querter mile short of the ultimate objective for
the night. This W~8 later modified, while the rear pRrty, left un­
orotected, staggrred in at 0100 hours 17 August."

"High pl'iori ty equ 1.oment r.>lanned for the first five days I ooera";"
tiona never reached us; and tho situation was only oartinlly relieved
by the retiring Naval Gunfire Control Party leaving us its entire '
signal equipment. II

- From Reoort of 13 Bde Signals
Officer Seot 194~.

NOTE O~ US HOSPITALIZATION

, The Greenlight Rdministrativ8 planners found the U.S. authorittes
A~tremely reticent about hosni tE'.l accommodation in "ilaska, and 10th po
divulge any informf:t:1on r~g;arding location or cEf:1':)acity of thej.r hos­
ottRls in thp. Aleutipn Chp.in. Fa ~.lure to obtfl in this informatton
c~eated a difficult oroblem for the l~ BrlgRde 9-1, Second Echelon Rnd
thA np-y 8prvlCrl8 both at Kiska. and at Ppciflc Command HQ, and a. con- .
s1derRble amount of corresnondencp flo'~Ad over the air in an attemn~ to
tr'ac8 the movement of CB.nadia.n casuRlt~.ps evacuated through US 6 Fte:J.d
H6snital at Ki~ka. '

It was only aftAr two or thrAe Canadians had reached VRncouvRr
af,ter stoOB of varying lengths in AmericRn hOBU; tHla that the chain of
evacuation becpme f1unarent. These cP8ualties had baen moved in turn
through 179 St~tion Hnsoitpl, Adak; IB'33tntion ROBUitAl, Ft.Richard~on

(Anchora~e); and thA A.W.Bprnes Gpn0ral Hosuital, VRnCQUver, ~ash~ and
the assumntion 'Was rPHched that subsequent CHnad.ian personnel rnquir1ng
hospitalization would be so dealt with.

A visit to 179 Station Hosryi tal at Adfl.k on g Nov 4~, when the
E~e~utive Officer, Maj.T.Shearer WAS good enough to conduct this
narrator through thA lnat~llatlon, disclosed the fact that while tno
present normal-aocommodation 1s ,50 beds, at thn time of the Kiska
o'berstion a ter'porary exoansion to oare for 1500 casualties 'fTas arral1g00.
Patients are generally moved between stations by water transports, bu.t
a few ambula.nce pla.nes are available, and in an emergency the regu1a~

Douglas C-47 1 s of tho Aleutian troop carrying squ8drons may be used,
prOVided a nurse or medical officer accomoanies each plane.

The necessar~r crowding togpther of the Pacific Huts lr~hlch house
tJ~e var10us wards of the Stat ion Hosp1tal has 'Oroduced H rather vul­
nerable air tArget, but as a partial security measure a large dummy
hospital, witb re* crOBS emblems prominently displayed, has been
erected on the ooposite side of Adak Island, as an invitation to.
J~oanese aerial attack.

RATIONS

, U.S. rations used by tha Canadian troops during the' Kiska ex-
Dedition were of thn fol1o,..ring t:,rnes, "DII, IfK", "C" , . 115 in 1", "BII and
"~". Listpd in their order of degree from emprgency to normal iaRue'
t~eir respecti~re comuos! tion is sho"rn bel()1~r.

"D" Ra.tlon
'3 bars concentrptnd sweetened chocolate (600 cal. each).

",,"
;"".

"



"K" RHtion

Breakfast
4 oz. notted ham and e~g
1 p~g. , K-l biscuits
1 pkg. 4 K-2 biscuits (sweetened)
1 nkg. coffee
3 cub8s sugar
1 pkg. "Gharm" candies
1 fruit ba.r

Dinner
4 oz. cheese
1 pkg. 1 K-l Discuits
1 Dkg. 4 K-2 biscuits
1 ukg. lemonade Dowder
~ cubes SU~Br

2 oz. dextrose tElb1ets
1 stick chewing gum
4 cig8rntti'lS

SUDDer
?~ oz. Dork Rnd VAal lonf
10 gm. bouillon nowd~r

1 nkg. 1 K-1 biscuits
1 nkg. 4 K-2 biscu!ts
2 oz~ "D" Ration chocolate
1 stick chewin~ ~um

4 cigarAttes

Each mee.l Dacked in flHt cRrdboard box in 1rJaterDroof DRuer.

"G" Ration
A day's r8tton consisted of ? tins of "B"-unit

"l·lli-·unit. . A meal consist ed of one tin of each unit.
0:;:' heat tHbs were issu8d for use with "G" rations.

l1BC-.un i t
Bread ration (biscuits)
Beverage - cocoa, coffee or lemondde
3 pieces of sugar
candy or chocolate

IIl-I"-unit
Keat and vegetable stew

or
Keat and vegetable hash

or
l-leat and vp.~etable ,,'i th beans

8.nd ? tins of
Sterno heaters

115 in 1" Ra.tion
A cardboHrd carton contE1ining 2g lbs. of' nrepared I'B" ration,

issued to feed five men for one dav, (not onn mpn for five days).
Strictly an emnr~ency rRt 1 0n, all food being nacked in cans. This
ration was used to a limtted extent tow?rds the end of the first week
on Ktska RS a wplcome rRliRf from IIC" rations.

"p" Ration
A com7)lete bulk ra.tton consistln~ solely of dried, dehydrated or

canned foods. Kenu No.2 intended for Fri~id or Cold areas, contained
some 125 ariicles of diet. The liB" Ra.tton'WRs the standard iSBue
during the stay at Klska, excent when it was supplemented from time to
time by the a.rrivgl of a ship with "A" rAtions of fresh meat,vegetablcs
and e~gs. The full list of II~" ration items is given in "U.S. Issue
Chart based on No.2 Exnedition?,ry Force Menu showinlJ" quantitif!s re­
quired of eac~ comnonent for 10,000 rations. Revised 9/2g/42."
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d/20 Aug 4~1 frolli HQ l~ Cdn.lnf.3d8!

6. The follo",rln~ IT,><l i fic 8.Ct s of a COl~::',Pg80U S' n[;"~',H'~~ nre ou tline(.
in each case:

(a) K h02l0l S~to Fostnr, E., R.V.Rangers

Who when his ryl comd was fatplly lnjurGd by a land
mine went to his &SSistl:J.nce 'tv~_thout regard -for his
personal sRfety a~d subsequently l0d his 01 in the
f2.ce of "'That \'laR believed to be a strong Jap lJosition.

(b) Lt. John Corner, R.M. n~ngers

For coolness (;nd initiative - ""hen hiB In.ndlng 01'aft
crtpsized c"'..urlng the initial landing leaped into the
sea heavily laden and assisted men struggling in the
water to get free from their equioment, thereby saving
any loss of life"

(c) D 615241 Sgt. Lannucil11, J. Regt. de Hull

Who by his prompt action and disregard for his own
safety assisted Pte. Benoit to remove a burning gas
engine from the hold of the U.S.A.T. David W. Branch,
thereby saVing the shiD from destruction, the hold
containin~ petrol Rnd hl~h explosives .

.
\ E 62005 Pte. 5enoit, B. rteq;t. de Hull

who assisted Sgt. Lannuc!lli and was uainfully
burned.

(H.W.Foster) Brigadier,
l~th Cdn. Inf. Bde.

REPORT Ol'J I}RENADE' EXPLOSION
Salmon P~ss Camp,
~ Sep 4~.

Commanding Officer,
1 Bn. Rocky ~ountain rtpngers, C.A.

aEPORT ON GRENADE EXPLSION AT Iv!-163eQl 23-g-4~. .
. On Saturdav 23 Aug 4~, I 1I"as in charge of a small detachment con-

sisting of K-42577 L/Cn1. New, E.R. and K-~2569 Pte. Ingham, K.A. We'
,.,ere dismantling Japanese sTeeDing quarters at a former JaDanese Artill­
ery Cpmp on ~0rgan Hill (M16~99l). We were watching carefu~.ly for
booby traps and oulling un the Danels on which the Jan beds ~re layed
when a Jap grenade fell to the ground. This must have been fastened
to the underside of the panels in some way next to the wall. The sr~·~t
pin was missing and the grenade made a sharD click on falling to the
ground, which was stony 0 Pte. Ingham was the. nearest me.n to the gren~de

and '. with great presence of mind :.:.c;: picked it up and ran about fi 1; .•
teen feet to the door ~'htch "'as partly blopked with debris throwing ·~he

grenade outside as far as he could. The gr~nade ex~loded before t0uchi
touching thp ground. L/CDI New was about ten feet from where I was
~~orking at the time and probably did not see the occurrence as clearly
aR I did. In my 001nion Pte. Ingham's promnt acti.on saved the three Of
U6 from serious injury or Dossible death.

(Sgd) D.O. De~itt, Sgt .
. "I" Sectton,

1 Bn Hocky l~()untHin Rangers, O.A.
Salmon Pass Camu
? Sen 4'1.



The detAchrnp.nt, as doscribpd above, was sent out
by me to bring in ~umber for the floorin~ of the
Bn. Orderly Room Tent. '

(Sgd ) H. G. Lunn, R.S .IL (U . 0 . 1 )
1 Bn Rock.y ~:rountain Rangers, C.A.

DDOS REPORT ON STORES

ExtrAct from letter from Headquarters, Pacific Command Vpncouver
Barracks, Vancouver, B.C., dated 16 Sept 4"1 to Brigadi~r i/c Adminis-,
tra'tlon, Pacific Command, re visit of D.D.C.S.Pacific Command to
Alaska and Aleutian Islands.

21. Brigadier Foster showed the A.D.O.S.(E) and the D.D,C.S., on a
personal tour, the arrangements which wer~ being set up for the units
in his Command and their generA,l dis'Dositbn. He also arranged for
their transDortation to the beach encampment of Lieut. Colonel Menna.11Q.,'
Officer Commanding the Regiment de Hull, who Was antrustnd with the r~­
moval of the stores landed from the combat shins on Green Beach. At
the time of thp visit, 1.rhich occunip.d a daY and a half, a very 'sub­
stanti81 "Oprt of 8,11 unit stores and am11'Junition, including lSuns and
small arms, were still stacked just beyond reach of the tide on this
beRch where they ha.d berm landed orig i nplly. irThile every effort had
been'made to store th8se in an orgRnized fashion, there had been so
many develooments of an emergency naturp th8t the beach still presented
a vpry disturbin~ ryicture from a standnoint of valuable stores~ It 1s
understood, howevnr, that two days later an L.S.T. was brought around
to Green Beach pnd "Oractically the whole of these storns we~p loaded
and brou~ht to the shore in Kiska Harbour where they were in the nro-.
cess of bein~ removed as fast as possible to the various units areas,
aB'man~owor and tractor haul1n~ facilitias b~ca.me available.
22. It was exolained to the D.D.O.S. that 1J.9. Na.val authorities in­
~i~ted UDon dumping stores contained in the combat ships of the whole
('orce, Canadian and U. S'. a.like, on Kiska Harbour shores immediately
fo,llowing the occupat~.on. No regard was mado to any orga.nized plans
3ubmitted by the Armymd so long as a~ inch of space remained on the
~8ach, the Naval authorltlp.s insisted on piling thousands of tans of
3~pplies on the shore, in whatever fashion they had managed to lift
~hem from holds of the shins, r~gardless of loading plans or ownership.
~he result was a scene of confusion that at first aoneared to be of
alarming uroportions, narticularly in view of the fact that thousand~

of.rounds of high explosive ammunition were dumned in piles like cord­
wqod and also thousands of drums of high octane fuel were also stacked
in the immediate Vicinity. Equally valuable stores, but of a less
dangerous type, were snread in similar fa,shion over the· whole area of
the Harbour front.
23. It is understood that the Force Commander, following upon a period
of:intense confusion, when all units attemnted to gather on the beach
::it once to find and 1dthdraw their stores, finally ruled off all per­
sonnel and vehicles, eyceuting a limited allotment to the Canadian and
U.S. Forces. This slo1r'ed down temDorariljr the removal of valuable
stores to a ooint where they could be protected from the weather and
the danger ofpilfAr.ing and looting '\IIThich 1,r&s bein~ carried on to a
very greHt ~xtpnt by the U.S. NRvnl pArsonnel and the up.rsonnel of the
U~S. SUAcial Sprvices. These refArAnceR to uilfering and lootin~ are
~eRraaY only Rnd cannot be v0rified by tho D.D.a.S., btit it was the
oninion of Avpr,r officrr to 1"rhom the D.D .. O.S. suoke that thfClre had be~n
a verv grent deal of such unauthorized prpctice carried on.
24:. The D.D.O.S. in vi~~1 of his resnonsibilityfor advising the staff
in'matters concerning storps, felt it incumbent upon him to make urgent
rE"uresentation to Briga,d1er Foster, requesting that he give whatever'
degree to precedence he could in the use of mannower and vehicles to the
r~moval of these stores to a le~s dangerous and more ntotected area,
both in the interests of the Unit COMmanders and the CRnadlan nublir
gE"nerally. Brigadier Foster exore8sed his '\Alillingness to do everythipg



saible provhU ll"; tlle defenBlve DIan to l.I1hich he ""fi8 committed woulQ.
not be inPJaired. by the utilizlltlor.. of 7ehicles and mannOlTer for this
luty, wbich he considerei to be of Ed00ndary imDortance to his military
p~a!! 0

JE;.D2.J.le,se Eva'",us.'tion of Kiskc..

The follov.Tin'g extract from aU. S. Intelligence Renort is repro­
duced for information:

"First detailed acc-ount of the enemy IS eVEtcu[;,tion of KISKA apDears
in a captured notebook nicked un on TARAV1A. The not ebook, Droperty 0+
a neval e~~ign~ himself a member of the evacuating fleet, reveals the
followin~:

(1) The enemy's fir8t intention, to evacuate the KI9KA garrison of
"more than 7,000 men ll oy sub:narine, ~;'as Rbandoned as too slo\,1
and too costly PbecRuse tho efficiency of the enemy's radar was
far suoprior to ~rJhat 1,ITe had r.xucctod." '

(2) On 6 JUlv, 2 cruisers and 10 d0stroyors with haetl1y installed
"count o r-rf1dRr" equiument aboard sail(~d from PARAHUSHIRO to
effect evacuation by surfa~e vos801s, Bptweon the 6th and the 14th
when ordorpd to return to PARAl-1USHIRO, these. ve2sels set three
separate datps for the "run" - but, on oach oCCRsion wore Aestroy~d

;' by clear l,TE'ath ... r and,KISKA renorts of U.S. air and na.va~ activity.

("::s) Sa.il1ng; from PARAt\1USHIRO ar.;ain on 22 July "'lith the ,":) -"'::fth Fleet;
aboard the cruiser TAMA, the fleet resumed its wait for favorabl~
weather. Collisioli sent two destroyers limning home. The re­
maining vessels, under cover of fo~ that grew steadily thickpr
from the 27th on, set their course for KISKA, and guided by that
garrison's radio be8IDs, crept Braund the northern tin of the
isl~nd and into KISKA HRrbour on the nfternoon of 28 July.

Anchoring at 1~50, the garrison's r~maining strpngth of "over
5,000" loaded from barges within the next 2 hours, On the return
triu 1 U.S. submarine wh~cL submerged immediately was sighted off
KISKA. PARAMUSHIRO was reached without incip.ent on 10 and 31 JUly-II.

-PCS 5,~O-3-3-1-8 (GIO)
d. 5 Apr 44.

The Probable Coat of Enemy Resistance
\ While any estimate of what, might have hanpened in an opposed,

landing is necessarily conjectural, consid.ered opinion agreec. that
American and Canadian casualties would have been heavy. A frequent
estimate set the ·nrobable minimum figure at 7,000.

In reaching such a eonclusion observers draw attention to the
~0110wing factors:

(a) U.S. cRsualties at Attu amounted to ~O Der cent of the attack­
ing force. Some 2090 JaT)anese defended the island, but many
casualties came from frost bite and exuosure. At Kiska the Allied
force numbered 32,000 as oOlosed to 7,800 Jan~nese. Making allow­
ances for the better urecRuttnns taken to 1f.r i thstand Al(~ut18,n

we~thpr conditions, and for t4n very much more accurat~ knowledgA
of the tono~r("l')hy of th~ island to be attacked} it 1.v88 , n0verthfl­
less, considered that so large a Jap:mese force, fightu1g to th8
death, might ~'ell have inflicted a number of casualtips equal to
it sown strong-tho
(b) Although ihp ulan of attack carri0d the aRsault on to beRche~
remotp from the main Janannse concentrl'3tions, and in a:r'eao net
as strongly manned with guns as was the east side of the islaLd,
estimates of enemy nrtillerv covf'rage of Broad Beach sho-;',Ted no
less than t1elve ~f the 181~ndls fifteen Japanese batteries bear1~s
up on the side chosen for the Northern sector attaok. (Sep Man 24,
AIC NOF~AC, - War Diary Wpg. Gren., Aug 41. Anpendix V). While
it is true that some of the Japanese batteries had been nrobably



rendered harmlesB through. aerial and naval bombardment prior to D-daJ',
later observation showed thnt nothing short of'n dirAct hit would put
a heavy gun out of action, protected as they were from bomb blast and,
splinsters.

(c) The hills b~hind Green Beach harboured many a skillfully con­
cenled and well DrotActed machine gun nAst, 8tratn~ic~11y sited to
sweep the shore with enfilpdc firp. These o08itions pxtended on ov~ry

rldg~ to thA centrp of thA island. Until each of thesn fox holes Rnd .
hillside strongholds h~d b08n clopnnd out by pttacking ~rennde partinG,
thl'"' role of th" b:"'Fl.ch '"Oprty 1.Tould havo benn pn uncnvif'ble onn ..
(d) Rnferrncc hps Rlr0~dy beAn mado to thA disorganizing factors that
threat Aned to di srupt the shiD t a shore movemAnt of men and stroDlle A.
In the op~nion of the commandArs of the Conp.d ian combe.t teams the
failuro of the naval plena to co',nc~,de ll'1ith the ml1itgry debarkE-l.tion
schedules, pnd the crowdinQ:' on to Green BAE\.ch of thA U.S. lHnding craft
destined for the other beaches cre8ted a confusion that in :~e face of
~n alert enemy might ~ell havp beAn ~ttended by serious consequences .

.'.
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"



II PPENDIY 39n

CQ..MMUNICATIO B DIAGRAM PHASE I

2

~~ .~
~

. '. '.
. .• Rfl Coy • . '.

8pt C()y Rfl Coy CPr)
MG PI ~

Rfl Coy ~.

h~ Coy

e·
l

130
I

14 CT

W 1,30

TG 13

To
.F r e

'BRANCH" . n A AJ''' CHI .):KOFF" tlp];RlDA

NOTE: ombat Team Ne B a.r1 Jom
tho's shown f r 15 T

•e 1; 5 for ~ anQ. 1 im Ie. to



....r E. K SI(A

ISL.ANO

HA A BOR

r

H

! , ,

CANADIA CAMP 100<; seo c 4000

CD Bd Hq. @W ~ran. @ In. Fus. @R.de Hull ®R. . Rang

(7)2 Fu. Regt. ®40 L. A. A. Bty. ®St. Jo n Fu 24 Fd C .y.

",- :: Road (.onstru~t d by anadian

C Radian 0 ce
I


