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village. Every civilian wa stop ed and u tioned; many
were arrest d and put in a temporary cage. Most of them
were refuge s trying to re ch Wesel.

E ARRIVE AT MUNSTER

8. Next orning ordera came tor us to proceed to
unster, where the Corps Headquart rs had moved the night

before. e left Heiden about 0800 hrs going through
Coeateld, an important railway junction for Holland and
orthern Germany. The railway viaduct had been demolished

by a ten thousand ton bomb. The town had been largely
d stroyed, the str ets were torn up and one could hardly get
through them, the railway tracks were ripped and twisted
into queer and fearsome shape.. I remember aeeing an odd
sight, a railway locomotive Which had been hurled upon the
top of another by bomb blast. even a crane could not have
done better. Debris and rubble covered the street as
high as the first torey of manybuildin a. Dulmen, another
important road junction on the main hi~hway Munater- eael,
h d been completely destroyed by ai raids and fighting
around the town. Finally e arrived on the ou~skirts of Munster
bout 1000 hrs and report d at once to Corps R adquartera

for further instructions. As there was still fighti going
on in the town, it was 1mpos~ible for us to atart ork
In the fi Ids across the road from the "apartment hou
where the Headqu rters was located we could see German
soldier giving themselves up. By the apartment, at the
corner of the street, wa an artillery battery, shelling
the retreating German Army on the other side of the town
on the road Hamm-Dortmund. Shells were bursting allover
the plac Later in the afternoon, the battle quietened
down and the Americans were in full possession ot the town.

9. MUnster was th capital of the Province of
Westphalia. It as one of t e ost beautiful towns in
we tern Germ ny, but when we entered it had been reduced
to rubble and ruins. Munster had been bombarded for the
first tim, on Easter Sunday 1943, again in 1944 and also
before our arrival. Bulldozers be n at once to clean th
treets to mak a way for military traffic. That after­

noon w went back to Heiden for the night. ext morning
w came back to Munster and visited the famous Stal g VI
where about 5,000 Allied prisoners of war, French, Poles
and Russians h d been kept. A we crossed the town we
could see the debris and rubble piled, in some places, aa
high as a two storey building. On th Cath dral Square
only a f buildin_ were standing up and the famoua XIII
Century Cathedral completely destroy d. Th Laabert XII
C ntury Church had a part of the steeple destroyed, the
interior was utted but the four walls were standing Noth­
ins was 1 ft of the City Hall and the business section
Around the Station there was not a hous st&lding for
about t n blocks. It took us an hour to cross th town to
the camp owin to th rubble.
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THE P.O. • CA AT MUNSTER

10. W .ere welcomed on our arrival by the Camp
Commandant, a Polish Doctor, who had been appointed Officer
Co ndin by the erman Camp authorities before their
departure the previous w ek The German staff had left
food supplies for two weeks and other co odities. The
Doctor had organiz d his camp very well; but one night the
Russians had stolen the keys or the kitchens, made a good
meal and found some schnapps; they bee so drunk that
they set fire to the kitchen and burned the food supply
tore. As a result the prisoners had to go ithout food

for two days. e ediate1y sent a dispatch rider to the
Quartermaster Stores and shortly afterwards lorries loaded
with "K" rations arrived. Re ular allied rations were
thenceforth issued to the camp. ere-organized th kitc ns
and the next day it was ready. Daily rations were drawn
at the Quartermaster S~s under the supervision of an
American Stafr. The Doctor told us t at he had had no
trouble exc pt ith th~ Rus ians who drank too much and were
unwillin to obey anybody sinc the Germans had left. Th
camp quarters were in a fairly good condition but the
Rus ian quarters were the worst I have ever seen during
my stay in Germany. It was pitiful to see the P.O.W's
eatinu their ration but their greatest joy wa to reel e
cigarettes with it. Some smoked the cigarettes with tears
in their eyes; others kissed them•. The P.O.W's were like
children so very happy to be delivered and all thinking
that soon they would be sent home. We ere continually asked
when they ould be allowed to return home; what had happened
in their countries, etc. There was a French Captain, who
had been a Staff officer at st Cyr, who asked us all kinds
of questions aeout the French Army He was broken hearted
at the downfall of France, but we oomforted him by telling
hlm of the great part played by the New First French Ar.my,
which was und r the command of General Leclerc. He told us
that all the prisoners knew of the inv sion and the witt
advance of the Allied Armie ; and that while they knew
lib.ration was only a matter of time they did not expect
us .0 soon. Everywhere we were greeted with tears of Joy
and happiness J many could hardly b lieve that they were
to be tree at last

REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSO SCAMP O. hB"S

11. On Thursday, 5 Apr 45, I was placed in charge of a
Refugees and Displaced Persons camp, located on the road
Munster-Dulmen, about a mile from the little village ot
Buldern. I was left alone in the camp with no ard and
with only one "K" ration. Assi tance had been promised
me before ni t fall but it never appeared. I had been
for otte~. I proceeded to install myself in the of icer
hut and made a thorough inspection of the Camp. . at ames.
the place was in I American troops spent a ni t t here and
bad ups t everything.

12. The camp had previously served as a Hitler Jugend
training c p. It consisted of seven large wooden huts,
a large garage for lorries, and outdoor latrines for 500 per­
sona. -The camp buildin 8 formed a square with a parade



- 5 -

ground Delos d in the oentre. ear the entrance, facing
th parade ground the administration building w s located.
Here wer also th Guard room, the Orderly Room, the Kitchen
and the easing Hall. Ther was, in addition c p
hospital with an attractive'medical inspeotion room ith
a good Di p ns rye 'he ca. p hospital consisted of eigbt
beds, an iaol tion room, a dispensary and a toilet. The
al eping quarters consisted of four large buildin s
aocommodating about 450 persona. At th rear between the
Adminiatration Building and th first sl eping hutment were
to be found officers and sergeanta quart rs, the garage
and the work hop. '

l~ During my in pection I found two French Refugees
wandering around the camp lookin for food. They were on
their way to esel. I expl ined the situation to them and
they stayed with me, one of them becomin my batman. They
h Iped e clean the Of~icers uarter and w m de our­
aelve a comfortable a we could for the night. Th next
morning as I was inapecting one of the buildin s I found
an ablution room with 20 showers served by a steam furnace
which had been sabotaged by the rmans betor the1r d ­
parture; one valve had been left open and the base ent was
flooded. A thorough inspeotion of the kitchen w s de.
I found fiv big b011ers under whioh fires oould be set, a
large eleotric refrigerator, a large oamp stove and kitohen
accessories of all.k1nds. I was very happy about these
discoveries. As I had een the ayor th day b for with
the Ofl'icer in charge of all the oampa 1n the distriot I
sent one of my men to fetoh an electr1cian to connect th
wires which had been out by the Germans b fore leaving.
At 1200 hrs the lights were on again. That afternoon 100
Germans came to clean every building. Early in the after­
noon the Staff of the camp arrived. They included Capt
Lisme , Sgt Brown, both Canadians, 'and a British Corporal.
Capt Lismer and Sgt Brown wer to be responsible for the
xternal administration of the ~p and all suppliesJ

the oorporal and myaelf w re to look fter the tnt rnal
administration. Capt L1smer and I v1s1ted the Mayor ot
th village to 8~range for food supp11es such as bread,
potatoe , meats, etc; also all material needed for the
oamp.

14. That afternoon w posted a Sentry at th Cross-
road to stop the refugees from goi to esel. The fir t
day we coIl o'ed about 150 retug es and displaced persons
of all nationalities~ We installed them 1n the hut ,
made them clean the camp, ereot the double deok bed., clean
the k1tchen, etc. By nightfall the camp waa in goo
oondition and ready to receive aore refugeea and d1s 1 oed
p rsons Aaongat those who came in were five good COOk.;
one of them had b n a Chet at the Feldkommandantur in
Munater. He was app01nted the Chief Cook. H waa a
arseill is, a marvelous cook but what a story tIler.

The refugees and Displaced Persons were fed that n1 t with
r quis1tioned r tions. The French P.O.W'a wer r garded
as ex-Allied soldiers and w re entitled to the Al11ed
Army ration.J the others w r considered as civilian. nd
received c1vilian rations. I had found in the kitohen
basement about ten tons of potatoes. eat, bread.,

getables were requi8itioned by Capt Lismer at the ~or's
Offioe. e also visited several German f~. where we
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saw tons of veg t ble such as potatoes, carrots, beet ,
parsnips, te, whlch had been specially set aslde for the

ehrmacht (German Army).

15. By S turday, 7 Apr 45, i.e. only two days after
opening th camp there were about 300 refugees bein cared for.
Th provi ion of a camp civilian staff was a real necessity.
This w s drawn from the r fugees themselves. There was
a Central R tug e Committee representing each nationality.
Military Government could not expect to provide the staff

..--to run camp of t- i nature and had to rely on tind1Dg
suitable personnel among the refugees. e merely aoted in
an advisory capacity. Each nationality had its own "Chief"
who was responslble for keeping law and order amongst his
own countrymen. the-cleanliness of the huts, beds, mat-
tr sses, blank ts, latrines used b his countrymen, the
clothing issued, fatigues and general duties in the camp,
helpers irr th kitchen to peel potatoes, and especial17
tor the good discipline at th meal parade. Eaoh nation­
ality wa divided into groups of 100 and a ain ubdivided
into groups of 50. Each group and sub-group ~d leaders
who worked under the "Chief" ot the national grouPe Each
day at 1000 hra we met the nationality "Chiefs" and lia­
ten to their complaints and issued instructions regarding
duties for th following day. The following nationalities
were repr seoted: . French, Belgian, Dutch, Italians, Poles,
Russians. /

16. We had the camp organi~ed like a r g~ent, with
~o.mpQnles~ "platoons", " ections , etc and found by exper-
ienc~ that it wa the best way to run the camp. American
sentries were posted at the road junction to direct all
r fugees mov1Dg we twa~d to our camp. As the numbers of
Inmates increased we c leaned up the worksh p and the garage
and used them a sleeping quarters. Loads of atr w were
brought to the camp fro. neighbouring farms and uaed as
mattresses. After a few days we were able to find at-
ress cover which were filled up with tr~. This was

more sanitary th~n vin t~aw trewn all OV r t~e plac •

17. e had asked for transport but nothing had be n
given us. Accordingly Capt Lismer requisitioned sev r I
German-lorries and cars for the camp transportation. These
vehicles were under my supervi ion and the civilian chief
of the garage. Gasoline and oil were supplied to us by
the Amerioan A~7. The lorries were used 0 retoh foods,
bUilding materials, water for washing, straw, eto.

18. On 8 Apr .6 a SF clal r quest w sent to the
offioer com ~nding the American Battery "Aft 571 Triple
A/A for additional guards to be posted around the ~a~p
and the cro s-road to help to keep order among t the
retugees. Our request was granted t onoe. An hour later
a guard of 25 other rank with a Top Serg ant and a Corporti
arrived at the camp. Lt-C01 Hunter of the Battory "A"
571 Tripl A/A was the Commanding Offioer ot all the oamp
in the Di trict with hia Headquarters at -the C atle in
the village ot Buldern. The R.C.Os. and the men were
billeted in the same hut a8 we were with only a wall aepar­
ating us. A field telephone waa connect d with the Bead­
quarters at the Castle. Th duties ot the guard conal ted
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t mounting the Guard around the camp, at th cros -road,
and keeping ord r. Guards were al ays pr sent at meal
times. At ni ht the ards er doubled and a special
section was k pt in duty for outsid6 c 11. 0 civiliana
were a110 ed on the roads at night. The sergeant was r
pon8~bl to me for the disoipline of his men in the camp
They had their own cook, and three refugees wer detailed
to keep their quarter clean.

19. At curf wall guards turned out to see that
veryone was in his billet. Guards saw that the black-out

rules were strictly enforced. The sentries posted at the
oross-road were required to cheok all pass s or identif­
ication papersJ those whose papers were not in order or
who app ared to be auspioious oharacters w re aent to
me for further inquiry, and then, if I was not atiafied,
to the Intellig noe officer or th Commanding Offio r at
the Castle, The sentries at the oross-road helped to
oatoh about 1,000 Germans who had hidd n themselv s in the
wooda surroundin the Reokn~ausen pooket. Th ae n
were x- oldiers trying to reaoh their ha-e toWD; moat
of th m er dressed as oivilians but had nG passports.
A great deal of u eful information was obtained and im­
portant arrests ere made. Eaoh G rman was sent to the
Castle. A e sage Slip, .-120, accompanied the driver
and was handed to Intelligenoe Officer or ~ Commandant
on arrival. Thi form outlined the det ils oonoerning
the arre t. In special oases tel_phone oonversations were
held with the Headquarters before the pri oner were
for arded (See App ndix "B").

ao. Among the Dutoh families who arrived at
the 0 ,p there was a woman who oomplQine all the ttae
about the Allie , e pecia1ly the Americans. She w n ver
satisfied. We investigated and found that she and her
husband were both notorious Dutoh azis. They had a full
hand bag of German Mark Not s and several precious atones •

. Both were arrest d, paraded by the sergeant to the Ofiicer
C andi at th Castle. Both were sent to Holland
under heavy escort and handed over to the tch litary
Authorities at th frontier.

21. Each time a refugee diaobeyed a~ ord ~ or
p rpetrated an offenoe maliciously he waft paraded b,fore
the Offioer Co odin at th Ca tle, by the 3er eant of
the Guard with message signed by mys If. Here are a
tew illustrations of the kind of thing whioh so.ett. s
happened. on a May 45, at OO~O hra, a refugee waa oaUgbt
wandering around the camp trying to .soape. He wa arrested
at once, and in the morning paraded to th Officer Cam­
manding (See ppendix "D- No.1). .On 4 May 45, a French­
man, who had report d himself to the oamp with his
bicycle was told he could not take it to France. He there­
fore took a knire and rip-ped the tires to pieces. He' was
arreste~ for aabotage. ~_wa paraded to the Orf1cer
Commanding and reoeived 80litary continem nt in the Castl.
dung on, for two day. (See Appendix "D" Ho. 2). In
another oase a Dutch retugee threw his plate of food on
the ground saying that th ood wa no good and not palatable.
H wa give four days of aolitary oonfin m nt (Se.
App.ndix -D" Ro. 3). Two Belgians were caught trying to
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ake their way to the road to esel on tle Rhin. The7
w re punished b7 two dars or w shing dishe at the Castle.
(See ApPflndix "D" No.5) •.

22. a.tugees seem to hav had a mania for tealing
~atoe trom the kitchen ven when they rec ived betwe n

2500 to SOOO oalories a day. They were alw ys hun ,
probably because .ost of them did no work and being idle
all day th only thing they had in th ir mind w s to eat.
One was caught, one day, making fire to cook hl~ pot toes
beside hut where there were over 50 beds. I sent a
guard to warn him to put out tne fire at onoe but he re­
fused to obey the order. I ordered the Guard to fire on
the oooking p n ith his stan and the man was arrested at
onoe. H r ceived two days at hard labour unloading
ammunition trains into Army lorrle. (See App ndix "D-

o. 4).

23. E~ch time we had to tran fer the Refugees from
one oamp to anoth-er, the Officer Commanding h d to be
notified so h oould g t acoommodation and quarters tor
them (See Appendice "E" os. 1, 2, 3) ••
24. . As I hav already hinted above, all per80n~who

did not h v their passport or identification papers in
order, were nt to the Intelligenoe Officer for fUrther
questioning. Many of thoa with whom we oame in oontact
had discharge pap rs from the .ehrmacht, but th se were ot
no value. Capt Shay of the C.I.C. was t e Intellig nce
Officer of th Battery. He was a siated by a sergeant ot
a British Field Secl~ity Seotion. A we ere not far
trom th Ruhr pooket, thousands of German oldiers were
found hiding in the surrounding woods aft r the surrender
of the German Army in th Ruhr. Som of them had been
livi 1n the wood for months. Most of th m had hidden
their arms in the woods, b fore taking the road home, and
had their soldier book but no other paper to identitT
them 88 oivilian. They wer arrested and questioned b7
m and ent to the Intellienoe Offioer for turther di ­
pos~l.

25. A larg stookade had been ~t round the
Castle. After a eek of rounding up au ects at everT
oross-road in th district it was tilled up. One day.
w received orders not to arre t any or people because
the tookad was overcrowded. Some of those whom we let
pass thought they were fr but a soon as they reached
another district they w.r arr ated. Proolamations were
posted in-every town stating that no one could have a
ration or labour oard without registering first at the
Labour Offie with his discharge papers stamped with th
seal ot the. Allied Foroe. Thos prisoners of war who
were caught in hiding were to be punished with deat~ Thea
proclamations brOUght a larg number of German prisoners
of war to camps. Inoluded a appendices to this report
are oopies of slips aocompanying arreated German 8~ldiers
and oth r nationalities.

Appendix "p" 11 A German oldier, who had
b n a azi party m mber wandering on the
road and not repor'ing to the Allied il1tary
Authorities.



ppendix "p" 21 A German policeman. who we
had arreated and who had not reportad h~-

elf to the Military Government.

Appendix "F" 31 Two G rmana discharg d from
the .hrmacht in Du ••ldorf. There had not
been any di charge for month prior to our
arrival. The paper had been a forgery.

Appendix "F".. A Dutchman. who had atolen
trom one of hi. countrymen in the barn where
the,. had be n .l••ping, was ar~e ted and sent
to C~I.C. for qu .~lon1ng, after parad d to
the Officer Co ding. He waa awarded a two
years sentence at hard labour in Holland.

Appendix "F" 51 Two Poles arrosted for
me acing farme~ J one of them had been a azi
during h~8 atay 1n Germany working on tar.m••
After liberation, he be _an to bla~k-mail and
menace the f' rmers in the diatrict~ A tew
came to the camp complaining about him. H.
was warned to desiat but did not pay an,.
att ntion so I had him arrested. H was
sev rely dealt with.

Appendix "F" 6. These fi.fte n Germans ot the
hrmacht were trying t 0 reach th ir hom •

without reporting t hemselve8 to the Alli.d
German ar Prisoners A horltie••

Appendix "F"?s Thes five men were in the
sam position as the fifteen others but the
three boys who had been in the WehrJllacht had
dostro,.ed their apera thinking thay would
I' ach home quicker.

Appendix "F" 8, ixteen Germans without pasa
or soldier's book. a rew of militar,. ag •

App ndix "F" 9, ix RUBsiana who were caught
looting a German farmer b,. one of our guards
wh n going to the tarm to f tch milk for the
C P Hospital

Appendix "F" 10 I Pive men who were cau ght
looting tarmers and killing cow •

26. Looting was regarded in a serious light. Our
articer Commanding had no heart and no use for al13 looter.
The severity of the penalties for looting were made clear
in "Allied llit ry Government of Proclamation o. 2 ;
Article 1 of which listed the offences a ainst the Allied
Forces hlch were punishable by deat.h. ~hese include4
any person who committed any act of plunder or pillage
or who robbed th dead or wounded; and any per on who
raRed any nurse or other am n serving with the Allied
Forces or who should commit a.sault upon any uch nur •
or other woman with intent to commit ~ape In every c a.
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an inquiry wa h ld. fly murder and burning of farms
wer only solved after the u 8 of the third dee. The
de th sentence did not. however. eem to worry the Pol a
or Rus ians. any of these people did not kill ~or

r veng•. but for the thir t of blood. The r ~uge sand
Displaced Peraona with hom w had th gre teat troubl.
were th Pole and the Rus ians. They ere disliked by
every oth r nationality. Many western Refug .a aaked ua
why we did not go to Stalingrad and have it out with the
Russians.

27 On Sunday. 8 Apr 45. the pariah Priest of the
little village of Karthaua. about half a mile from the
camp. came to say the Mass for the refugees e That Sunday
morning a roll call revealed that the number of refugees
in the camp was no over 600. Having accommodation for
only 500 steps were taken at once to remedy thi. situation.

CAMP ADMDTISTRATIO

28. ach of the 1 rge huts was divided into tive
dormitories. Each dormitory contained about 25 double
4 ck ed and s in charge of 1 ader who was re ponsible
for the discipline and cleanlinesa of his dormitory.
An orderly w s in charge of each dormitory for a p riod
of 24 hours. The dutie of the orderly con i ted of th
maintenance of orde~ nd cleanliness 1n the r-oom and alao
preventing thievery. He saw to it that every blanket was
tak6n out in th sun and the beds ere made ready for the
1100 hrs inspection. H reported to me any d t~cienoi8s
in the roo. On sunny days nobody was permitt d to re in
indoors; everybody was obliged to go outsid to take a
un bath•. The orderly also showed each new arrival how

to make hi~ bed. Nothing was allowed on the floor • every­
thing had to b pl ced on th bed near the 1110w 1D army
fa hion. f) papers could be left on the floor or food
left lying around the room. It was strictly forbidden to
cook in the dormitory. Gambling wa forbidden as it usually
led to a fight. The floors TIer swept three tim a day.
The orderly had to see that lights were extinguished at
lights":out.

2~. On Sunday afternoon. 8 Apr 45. the guards at
the cro s-road ent us a French doctor and a Padre with
their at rf who w re proceeding towards the Rhine with a
F~ench ambulance car. We ~xplained to them th t it would
b impossible for them to eros at lesel. Dr. Vigneau
the . nch Army Doctor. had be n a prisoner or war in ~
German camp n ar Bremen for over five ye rs with Padre
or au. a elgian Army Chaplain, and his two medic 1

sergeants and orderlies. The Doctor and the Padre took
charge or th hospital. A row hours after thei~ ar-~lval
our edlcal In peotion Roam became a real hospital. All
refugees were inspected and d lou ed on their arrival.
Minor surgical operations w re carried 0 t and va oln••
and serum inj cted in thos who needed th m. Special diets
wer prescribed by he do.'or in oaae8 here refuge)8 were
suffering from malnutrition or starvation. Dr. Vigneau
with Sgt Brown went to IUnster to fetch drugs and medioal
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supp1i s. As r sult, the Di pensary wa ell quipped.
D ily sick parades ere h ld very morning on the par de
ground at 0900 s. A roll call of ach person of ev r7
nat anality as held and their names given to the Hospital
orderlie for medic 1 r cordg. ~ s th ir names er c lled
th y re p ad to the doctor.

30. t 1c -d i1y ,ilk parade a also helrl, under
t.tl Doctol""S supJt'vi lon, for t ase ho ne d d it, uch
as chil ren, ex ectant J o~her, ~8 om n, m n from th
Cone ntratlon Camp , fr lne cas s, and tuberculosis ca ea,
hlch ...fer nu rous 0 lng to th lack of vitam ns. Th

lrltish co poral in charg of the stores and thq kitch~n
Jas e sonally responsible for the fetching of milk from

neigh" ourin~ farms. Ev ry morning and every night he went
to German farmer3 to f'etch th milk for the camp. he
rui11: was boil d bsfore it as handeC' over to t e hospi·cal.
Th ho pit 1 aintaine list of those entitled to milk
on th doctor's orders. DOll 1e portions of ilk weI'
giv n to cart in casos under th oeter's ndvic. The
b st car as iven to c es of f mine. hen th doctor
and th padr had or~anized the hospital a German doctor
fro~ t_o nearly villa eLos'n to r place th ill th 1
both i h d to r turn to th ir own nountrieA. he doctor
left his t· s rg anta behind in c;mrg of th hospital,

o t _J. t th . yr:Jtem e;tablish Ii ould flot ffer lnt r-
r;1i-'tion. spoci 1 r q e. t was made to th Com ll1anding
Officer t th Costle for a Iniss r p at the Rhine and
the B 19ian nd French frontl rs for tl doc or nd the
adr. This as granted t once. How happy the doct~r

aId th psdr ere. ~heir oy cannot be ade ~ately d s­
cribed. Dr Vi neau nad not seen his wi£e and children for
over ffve ye ra. e ~nve them th gasolln and oil they
need d to r ach their destination. Tw-o weclrs later we
receiv d 8. rat ful lett r of thanks from them. C pt Lismer
and I er~ v ry sorry to see them 1 ave but happy for their
own sak s.

31. At thi po~nt I S ou1d li to d scribe the
daily T'outin t t~e ~ ~p. veil e las at 0630 hr~'

treakfa... t l' '3.i:'&.d l, 0700 hr~. v rybody h d to be preaent
on t~e par9de ro"nd for th roll call. Tho e who w re

ck were ccounted faT' and th ir br fast arran~ d
for. After the roll call by th "Chi f" of each national­
ity the report shand d into :'he Orderly Room. Break­
fast wa th n serv d. It usually consisted of e sast
coffee or, when po s h1 , good Alli d coffee, two lices
or German br d, two pi cas of s usage (when we war able
to g t th m) or 0 tmeal with powdered milk.

32. At 0800 bra the fatlgu parties reported on
the parad ground for th roll call. Th r were thoa
who w re detailed for kitchen fatigues, such as dish­
'l!8.shing, pot to p ling, tc. Each dor.mltory took its
turn at providin.g kitchen details. There Wf.t:oe the camp
fatl u s who cle ned th~ parade ground, picked up the
pap rs around the camp, looked a£ter latrines, emptied
garbage pails, tc. Th I' W re c rpenters nd their
helpers who b llt a n w hut; lawum kar and th gar er.

ho work d in the flow r garden in front of the parade
ground. As h d ~equisition d privata cars and German
lorri s for the camp tr nsport an expert mach nic was in
charge or the garage. Every morning he handed in his list
for parts he needed for repair •
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33 At 0900 hrs the sick parade was held at the
c p hospital. At 0930 hr , I r ceived all h d ot
th permanent staffJ the chief cook, th garag ~ , the
plumber, th electrici n, the carpenter, the stationary
engineer, the lawnmaker, th Chief of Polic and the 'ire
Chi f. e di cussed their requirement and heard com­
plaints. At 1000 hrs e met th "Chiefs" of each n tion­
ality and their subordin te leaders, the Chief of th
R gistration and orderly roo sta f to di ou d ily
matters nd ca routine nd what mi.ht be done to ­
prove the lot of tho re u ees in the c p. At 1100 hI'S
th re th ca p lnspection. I as cco panio by e ch
of the Chi fs who ~ook not s conc.min th i 0 da­
partm nts. e bel n v ry morni with th itchen d
th n proceed d to the ablution rooms, th 81 epin quarters,
t.he garage, the boiler room, the latrine , the orkshop.

e inspected the garb ge' disposal arran e,ents, th
p rad ground, around th huts and the c p hospital.

3.. In ~ach' , oom special attention was p id to
the water and s nd ails for fire. The fire chief ot
the camp had been a fir chief of a big town in Hollan
and was a very smart chap. We had located a fire pump
which he had rep ired and always had ready for action.
He ormed a fir bri ade in the c p wit ten fire en
with experi nce. Orders were that on sunny ys ev ry
blanket hould be placed in the an for de infestation
for about t 0 hours. straw for mattre sea a ohanged
twice a week and burnt. Everyone w s present during hi.
hut inspection standinr by his bed. No lu ag wa per­
mitted on the floor. v ryt~ing was arrang d in military
fashion.

35. As we wore abl to have oa for very on~,

• e ch per on received half a cake for bathing and washing
their clothes. very person was obliged to take a show r
at least once a week. here was an o~derly in the
ablution room where there were 20 ho erB. ~och room had
a special hour for the use of the ablution room. Fr m
1100 to 1~00 hI'S it was res rved for mother , their
children and the ladie • oman orderly w s in charge
of the ablution room during the e hour. The fternoon
bet'een 1500 hra and 2200 bra was free for v ryood7•.
The laundry area as outsid th hut n ar th playing
ground. A,horse drawn water tank brought ter for w shing
four tim s a day. There ore six bi wa h tub near t 0
sal nderstov a for hot water, a long clothes line for
drying. Two large garba cans were availabl to hold
the waste from the re ug es ~eal and two larg water
drums in which th 7 could wa h their pl te &nd uten ils.

inspected this area twi~~ daily. When the camp 1n-
sp etlan w s over it lunch t e.

36. Dino I' p rad was h ld t 1200 hr. ood as,
of eour e, ut ide I' thoa ~o er on duty ou+sid th
camp. It too bout ,.5 inut to on hour to serve 1,000
I' fug e. At first there was praotic 11y no discipline at
meal parades On the third day, I eo d d that all ath­
erin a hould b on military ba i.. very n tionalit1
waa to form a company and every I' 00 a platoon. The

rench pri80ners of war lllustrat d what I meant with a
demon tr 10n of company and· a pI toone Ith the help
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of the "Chief" of ever~ nationality I explained to the
civ lians what I anted. For inst nce, if hut No. 1 and
rooms Nos 1, 2, 3 and 4 wore Frenoh, then the hut wa~ the
French Company, and each room a platoon; the same for
Belgians, Dutch and other nationalities.

37. Two large tables wer placed outsid thp kitchen
on which food was served to ~ach one in line. hey were

llowad to cat in their own rooms. Each "Chief" of
n tionality 1 pr s nt during tee meal parade to maintain
the good behaviour and discipline of his countrymon.
Worn n, children married couples era sorved first. e

had a special hut ~or them.

38. About l300 brs was my lunch time. I usually
at3 alone bec us tho three others were out. Durin my
m al I -as 01 turbed frequently for this Qr that; I
W8 ~ever able to have a minute to mys If. It might be
a lorry Gom ng back wit~ wood or strew to the camp or a
truck with rations. In the aafternoon I went around nd

. talked with the refugees •. Everyone told m his little
story, what he h sutt r d in Germany, how hs had be n
well treated or mistreated. Much of the material in this
report was obtained in the course of th se little chats.
Sports were often arranged in tho afternoon; occa~ionally

we had football gam s bet ee the different national
groups. An all-star team composed of the best players of
each nation w' sel cted to play again~t the American'
troop .' This was a ood game; th ank were beaten three
to one. Th Americans showed th refugees ho to pl y
baseball and they seem d to njoy it. ur object was to
keep th ir minds bUSy so they would not get into mis­
chief. Every afternoon at 1500 hrs I inspJ ed th sentries

t the ero a-road in company with the Top S rgeant. At
1600 hI'S ins ected th kitchen and the food aGain pa ing
particular attention to the c eanllness of the rerrig­
erator. The m at inspection WkS always ve~y strict. I
looked to see that the cock's fingernail were clean, and
th t there'was no food laying around,. that the upper ould
be ready for 1800 h~s. At 1700 hI'S, I visited th ho pita,
ch tted with every patient and hand d out cigarettes.
I looked over the hospital record book and discuss d cases
with the sergeant in charge. C ses or inf c~cus dise sea
were at once sent to the Refugee ~ospital at ~.cktwghau.en.

had an isolation room ror cases of infecti~ d1sease,
but our bospital 8 too 8m 11 to hold very many cases.
At 1700 hI'S, after the departure of the Fr nch dootor,
a iok parade was held by the G~rman doctor appointed to our
camp. At the supper parade everybody h d to be presen'
ror the roll call except those 01.. duty; the latter were
8uppose to be back the latest by 1900 hrs because the cooks
had orders to c108 the kitchen at 2000 hra. Usual17 all
were present.

39. We had a radio playing all day 1n thd ca p
ith loud sp ak rs, nd the main topic of the day was th
.B.C. News at 2100 hI'S. In the venin th I' were

occasional concerts on the parad ground by tne camp
orchestra with community singing. E ch n tionallty had
it night for a conc rtl I was the leading man for the
lnging with my b dino. here er recItations, yarns

and plays. a always ~inish d by playing the American,,
r--------------~---------

baton
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British, and other Allied tions n tion 1 anthema. At
2130 hI's the currew as ind oaten by a bur t of m ohine
gun rir. The uards turned out, and with the chier of
e oh n tion, were responsible for 8 eein that everybod,.
• in th ir huts. The black out w s rigourously ob erved
beoause we were stilL at r. 2200 hrs wa lights out,
and everybody vas suppo d to b In bed. After tIe Ii hts
out v ry night, I paid a litt18 vi it to th American

. bOyS next door. By 2230 bra I wa b ok in my quarters
At 2300 hrs I inspected the C mp with the Top sergeant
and two sentries to aee bout the blaok out, the lights
out and that every sentry was at his post. e ound d
out th doors and in 0 8 of th food stores, and the
kitchen Half an hour later I as ready to go to b d.
Sometimes I di cu~ d oamp problems with Capt Liamer, Sgt
. rown and the corpor~l before retiring. I hen, too ott n,

h n I 'as ruady to 0 to bed a sentry would report that
som ~ne was sick in one of the huts, or that something

1 e was wron. If I heard the mooing of co, I knew.
th~re would be trou 1 and that it would be not long b ­
fore omsone would come for help. It usually me nt looting
of farms or slaughtering of f rm anim Is. Sentries had
orders to s hoot in the direotion where the noise oame from
and p t '01 could be sent out to oatoh slaughterers and
vi it the ~urrounding farms. e oaught everal Poles
and Ru si no slau tering animals on diff r nt ooe sions.
After trA . illing of th co they took tel gs to ro st
and left tLe rest t".re to rot. On oth.er ocoa8ion the
men in our oamp might try to et in the women' hut, or
·there might be a br wI among the differ nt nation liti s.

e nev l' kn hat the night ould brine us. Capt Lism l'

and mys81f took turns on ni ht calls, 0 that one of us
could have a good night'~ sleep.

40. Cloth s of all kinds had b en requisitioned b,.
the ilitary Authorities from the G rman looal authorities
for clothing the rE'fuge s. UP9n th 1;- ~ rlv 1, after
their r gistration and delousin with D.D.T. the1r olothes
wers inspeot d, if found unfit for wear, new onas were
i su&d at one One day two German farmers oame to the
camp with ten suits of olothes for s le or exchang tor
cigaretts or food. They told us that r.efugee3 had gon
to their farm and exohanged th lothes for eggs and bacon.
A olos ch ck revealed that this as true. We questioned
eaoh l' fugs , to whom a suit of clothes had been issu d.
All kinds of lies and allbis ere told us. Some said
th lr clothe had been stolen. Not a w rd ot truth could
be obtained. hese people ~9re intormed that no other
olothe were to be issued to th m and they would have to

e r their old ra_s. Here e were devotin ourselve day
and ni ht to the task of improving their liare on17 to
be ~ded with 1ngra itud and lao of cooperation. The
Refugees e m to think we wer obliged to help them and
th t they ow d nothing in return. Most of them w re the
lasi at people w had ver met before, th 7 oould hardly
help th meelv.s, even hen they had everything handy. in
the camp. They had in th ir minds, that fter th liber-
tion, th y wer to be waited on by the German••

41. B fore we had taken over the 0 mp, we had paid a
visit to th yor of th Village of Buld rn in which dl ­
trict our camp as located. e ordered him to req 1sition
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fram the local farmers all the food needed for our camp.
The Mayor had been appointed by the Americans upon their
arrival. A few days later we met the village Pastor and
the Parish Priest, who told us, that the mayor had actually
been a notorious Nazi nd tha~ he had worked behind the
scenes, and that through hi influence a number of people
had been arrested and sent to Concentration Camps. We
reported this to the C.I.C., who investig ted and found
that our information was correct. He was arrested at once
and ent to Political Prisoners Camp.. A new lor ..s
appointed at once by C.I.C. The new Mayor had held the
position prior to 1933. As Capt Lism r was in charge ot
the requisitioning of meat, Tegetable., potatoes, bread,
etc, he dealt directly with th Mayor. The bread was baked
for us t the local bakery by the Germans. One day the
local baker decided not to work any more tor th oamps.
He was at once arrested and sent to the Political Prisoners
Camp. A distribution centr or store was set up where all
the requisitioned food was brought and re-distributed
under the American supervision to all th Refugees Camp
in th district. A daily parade state was handed over to
the store betor the rations were issued. Every night at
1700 hrs, we sent a lorry to the st~ore to retch our
rations. Meat and perishable goods were .tored in the
refrigerator. At 1900 hrs food for the next day was issu d
to the head cook and his asaistants. The daily bread ration
amounted to b tween 600 and 700 loaves. Each refugee
wa allowed two piece. at each meal. Ever two weeka we
received Allied displaced per ons rations, which were used

. for morning meals with German rations for dinner and upper.
The calories content was between 2500 to 3000 calories per
day. Heavy workers, fatigues and the staff personnel had
extra rations. When we had food lett over, a second portion
was served to each roo. in turn. Each ttme, it was possible
to have cigarettes and sweets, th y were distributed amongst
the permanent staff. As most of the inmates of the camp
did no work the ration was quite adequate. It struck ua
as rather surprising that many refugees wished to remain
in German,. and ere not nxious to go back to their own
lands. The fact i. that on the Whole, retusees, working in
Germany, had been very well fed by the Germans •

• 2. often ound that refugees, who were detailed
to peel potatoe , would steal them filling their pocketa
once they had finished their work and making fJre in same
out of the ay corner to cook the potatoes. They pa~d no
heed to fire azards or warnings. Thoae who were caught
doing this were dealt a verely with. As nobody seemed
to pay any attention to our warnings, I gave orders to
the Top Sergeant nd his men that the first fire they saw
th y would &hoot at. That day they located about fiftt
and fired at them. Those who were caught were detailed
to latrines or garbag duties. The refugees had no need
to eat between meals as their rations were adequate and
most of them were idle all day.

43. This potato problem suddenly quieted down. One
day an American sentry told me: "This is too good to be
true; there is something fishy am.wher ft. I detailed
two camp policemen to watch the potato- -peel rs, as the,.
were still-disappearing at the rate of almoat a quarter
of a ton a day. One day, going around the camp's 11ait,
I aaw amoke in the wood across the field. The Top S rgeant
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and I went to investigate at onc. e found a whisky still
with two jugs of Whisky beside it and not rar distant two tons or
potatoes. W ~d ourselves behind the trees and aited
for furthor developments. Suddenly we saw four men, amongst
them two of the camp policemen who had been placed in
charg of the potato peelera. When they b gan working on
the still the sergeant and I sUddenly emerged f~om our
hiding places and with our r volvers in hand pI ced the
men under arre t. I whi tled and rour G.Is. appeared and
took the men way. We demolished the still and arranged
for the potatoes to b brou t back to th kitchen.

4.. The men wore paraded to the Orfioer Commanding
at the Ca tIe and were awarded two years imprisonment in
a Dutch pri on. They w re escorted to Holland under heavy
guard and handed over to th Dutch authorities dt the
rrontier. When the entence was known, it was read out at
the meal parad by 'the ItChier" of their nationality. That
night two men brought over to my place two tive gallon
jugs of whisky which w re de troyed. After this inc1dent
the camp hospital reported to me that on the previous day,
three men had reported themselves sick but did not state
why. Atter inquiries were made, we found that they had
drunk the famous whiaky. Atter this punishment the
situation return d to normal.

45 It was forbidden by the Military Government for
any Diaplaced Per ons or Refugees to go to German farmers
to bUy, exchange, trade or barter for farm produots. on
morning while working in my office, I heard a pig grunting.
I looked towards the door and saw it in front looking at
me. At once I called the nationalities "Chiefs" to
inquire where the pig was from. Nobody knew anything
about it. During my kitch n inspection that morning I
open d one of the cauldrons to find in the pea soup a
large piece of pork and in the cooking stoves some nice roast
pork instead of beef stew. I made inquiries, but again
nobody seemed to know anything. How they h d brought the
pig into the camp remained a mystery. A few days later,
my corporal, going for his milk learned from one of the
f rmers that Refugees had exchanged two suits of olothes
and 600 pieces of u age and an old tire for the pig.
These incidents illustrate a few of the troubles we ex­
perienced with Displ c d Persons and Refugees.

46. Many tlmes, during my thirteen months with the
British Army of Occupation, I asked myself if all the
aacrifice we had imposed on ourselves to liberate these
people ~er worth while. Such things as the.e would not
have been tolerated by the Germans. Why did the e people
behave them elves under the Germans and cause us 0 auch
troubl f I do not know. I believe they relt we were,
obliged to them instead of them being obliged to us. We
never heard them say "the food was good". The cook.

naturally complained of this lack of gratitUde. The cooka
worked 12 to 15 hours a day and receiv d no ranumeration.
Nobod7 was paid on the camp ataff. How littl it would
have cost people to say "Thank you" or "The food is good".
on numerous ooca ions I chatted with Frenchmen, Belgians,
Dutchmen, Itali ns, Russians and Poles. It became ob.ious
from such conversation tha~ many refugees were German
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in their sympathies, that their own country meant little
to th m; in fact it ould not b far from the truth to y
that the majority preferred to work in Germany where they
rec ived better salaries, ~d worked under b tter con­
dition than in their own countries. I should be remem­
bered that they received tood, clothing and fu 1 for their
families at home while they w re working in Germany.

THE UNCOOPE TIVE ATTITUDE OF THE POLES AND RUSSIA S

47 It eem8 that almost every day Qerman farmers
came to the camp and asked for protection against Poles
and Russians who were wandering around the country. A8
notices' and proclamations had been posted by the Military
Gov rnment forbidding GQrman tarmers from selling or
exchanging produots with Displaced Persons or P.efug e.,
the Ru sian and Pol s, who did not want to live in camps,
wandered around the countryside threatening farmers It
they did not ive th m food. All available food had b e
requisitioned by the ilitary Governm nt for efugee.
Camp.. A .pecial squad was therefore formed to deal with
the e peopl. It consisted ot a corpor 1 and four other
ranks with two machine s and a jeep This squad was
on alert 24 hours a day. Captain Li8mer and I had car
and each t 1me th squad went ouli at night we w nt with
th m.

48. One ni t about 2300 hrs, one of the farmers
from whom we obtained milk tor the camp hospital, came
and told U8 that Russians were looting a neighbour. At
once the 8quad jumped in the jeep. A few other G.I8.,
who were not on duty, followed them with another vehicle.
Capt Lismer was in oharge of the party. When they
reached the farm and nt~ ed his house, they found out
the farmer had teen killed; his throat cut open with a
razor, his wife raped an dise owelled with a knite.
His daughter had also been raped and one of her br~ast8

cut and the baby's h nds out. At once the m n oovered
all the building. of the farm. Meanwhile the lorry ru hed
the wife, dau ter and baby to the hospital. A thoro oh
search of every building b gan. Finally the culprit8
were found in the barn, three of them 8laughtering the
livestock. One of th G.Is., who poke German, asked them
what they were doing. They an wered it wa none of our
businass. They assumed a threatening attitude as they
had knives and one had a revolver. Th soldier ordared
them to surrender, but they paid no attention, pretending
not to understand. The G.Is. then opened fire killing
the three of them; two others, who were hidden, fir d on
the soldiers but were wounded. They were taken at once
to the hospital at the Chate • e learned later that
they had been hanged. Thi was not an act of vengeance
on their part, it was an atrocity.

49. Another night a German widow came to the camp,
about 0200 hrs in the morning, and told U8 t t tive Russians
were raping h r twelve year old daughter. When the squad
reached the farm they attempted to arrest th Rus ian.
who attacked the troops with knives. The Americans tired
killing four of them and wounding the tirth. He was hung
the following day at the Ca tIe. But what a horribl sight
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we saw. The little girl as covered ith blood and dead
when we arrived.

50. The slau tering of livestock was a nightly
occurrence: and murd8rs were all too common. Somettmes
we were fortunat enough to arrive in time to catoh the
culprits. Too often they managed to get away. »any times
the fara' were burned, livestock killed, and f~rmers

murdere. just from sheer blood lust. The bestiality and
ignorance of these people were amaaing. Almost invariably
the people who perpetrated these crimea were Polea or
Russians. They would feign ignorance, paying no attention
to orders, and ould always produce an alibi for not
ob ying Military ove~ent Proclamations, $ven after
they had bean translated to them in their own language

51. The Poles an~ Russians, we have had in our camp
were transferred to a Russian refugees camp at Nottuln.
about five miles from our camp. There were over 5,000
of them. The Officer in charge of the ca p told me, one·
d y, that they did not want to cooperate at all. The
Americans put up a Rotica, stating that it was forbidden
to go out of the campI several began to go out and when
the guards shot over their heads as a arning to stop
they took their revolvers and fired on the guards.
Hundreds of Refugees from Western Europe seemed to feel
that the attitude of the Russians was an indication or
trouble to come. To us it appeared, rightly or wrongly,
that the miab sv!a1r of the Russiana was deliberate with
a view to making our problema more difficult.

52. Refugees and Displaced P rsons told us almost
eve y day that in tead of going to Berlin, we should have
gone to Moscow and Stalingrad.it there was to be a lasting
peace. After seeing what I did of the Russian behaviour
I began to fear that allied oooperation might not laat
and that this contained the seeds of a future war. The
b liet in a war between Western Europe and Russia ia
deeply in~ained in the minds of Germans and manr Displaced
Persona owing to the constant repetition by Hitler or the
idea that the Western Powers or Russia will govern the
World. There were many people in our camp who still
believed in the German prqpagandaJ and the behaviour or
the Russians gave it a semblance of truth.

53. The Germans themselves asked us the same kind
of questions about Ryssia. KanT refugees who had been
in the Russian Zone, told us that when Ru sian troops
arrived, it was pos ible to recognize British and Aaerican
war eq~ipment, such as motor v hjcles. tanks, etc, but
that the Russians still reli d upou hvrse drawn transport
and that Russian upplies were not oomparable to ours.
They saw the Russians strip the pockets or the Alli
Prisoners of War ste ling their watches, procious objects
8uch as ~i~a, etc. The Russians 40 not appear to have
had much respect for the International Convention concerning
th Laws and. Customs of War on Land. e were told that
the Rusaians permitted ov r 200.000 German Prisoners of
War to die in th cages at Stallngrad. Only a few of the
Prisoners taken at Stalingrad urvived. This stat ent
was reported to me by one of the Ge~an Red Oro s Directors
of the Province of We tphalia. A waiter. at the St James
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hot 1 brat Paris, told m how tle Ru ians had dis-
po e d him and another prison r of their belongings
after bing delivered by th m as war prisoners, even after
h had displayed his French Co~ unist arty membership
card. The Russians simply tore the cards to pieces.
Th Allies seem to have b en afraid or unwilling to tell
the Russi ns to behave themselves. Those, wh~ like myself,
spent some time in Germany with th ilitary Gov rnment
are not surprised at present Russian policy.

,
ADMINISTRATIVE ROUTINE

54. Fr 4 to 12 Apr 45 our c p w s used as a
general reception centre for all Weat Europ an refugees ­
French, Bel~ians, Dutch end a few Italians. On 12 Apr
the first group - 52 Belgians and 158 Frenchmen - were
s nt in lorries to the assembly centre at s 1 to be
repatriated to their hameland. The ~ailhead for refu ee
traffic was at Meklenbeck about t n miles from our camp
where refug e transit centre had- be n set up. OUr
camps were very crowded. For example, on 10 Apr we were
responsible for 1100 refugees and our camp could hold
600 at the most. ~he other 500 were sleeping in rna
in the urrounding taras and came to meal parades and a
daily nominal roll c 11. This was typioal of tho whole
British Zone at this time wherft th re were about 5,000,000
refugees and displaced p rsons. We were told that the
quicker we could get rid of th m the quicker we could
begin to admini ter German7. We th refor spent little
time beyond that nec ssary to p s them on to their
homes.

55. On their arrival in the camp, they w re taken
to the orderly room where they gave their name , nation­
ality, date of birth and their former trade or prof ssion
so that they could be used to best advant gee Eaoh
nation had a representativ in the orderly room to watch
over their own personnel. atugees were then acorted to
the oamp ho pital for m dical inspection and delousing.
Old cloth ~ war burned or buried, other clothes were
apread with D.D.T. and th attendants w re special17
dressed in overa1ls of oiled ilk. After the medical
inspection, the refug es were a~signed beds in rooms
set aaide for their n tionality nd wer given identification
cards with th ir nama and number. Then they received
tresh straw to fill th ir mattresses and were taken to
read the oamp's permanent orders whi~h w re post d in
every room. Usually their belon iogs were inspecte for
am 11 arma, knive or blunt instruments.

56. Our camp police and tire departm nt w re
under the sup rvision of one chi f ppointed by the c p
commandant and directly r sponsible to him. There were
repres Ltatives of each nationality, worki with their
own groups to keep law nd order, watching their own huts
during meal parades and aupervisin the kitchen during
the daytime. They were dirfioult to trust and appear
to have had a hare in every racket in th camp. Twice
We completely chan ed tIl whole police ataff and finally
after a ache.e for distilling whl ky had been discovered'
I got fed up, discharged them 11, and gave their d~ a
to the Americ guard. -
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BULDERN A A DUTCH REFUGEE C f'I p

57 On 12 Apr 45 SHAEF decided that rafug as w re
to be segreg tad by nationality and our c' p became the
Dutch r fu ee camp. As no special c mp had been s t up
for Italians we ere assigned the 50 who happen d to be
in our c ,np. They were no od as he"',vy workers, claim­
ing that t y .had done enou work for t~e Germane, but
as ingers, musici ns, artists, they w r marvellous.
Ihe chief of our orchestra was an ex-conductor ot the
op ra at Naples and on one night they gave us an excellent
r ndition 0 "La Tosc". They for.mad a conoert party
and visited the surrounding camps. Aneth r Itali n
b c e our landscape ga~dener and set out one of the
most beautiful flower g rdens I have v ~ s en In th
front of our arad gro~d as well as planting ro s of
flo rs around tho entrance to ch h~t.

58.. " Aft r the departure of the ot1.0r nationals
found it much e sier to ope~ate o~r c np. All w

n eded wa~ on staff, a chief and four sous-chi f and
th orde 1 room chi f. This cut our ark by at Ie at
a alf. Duo credit end prais SlJ Id bo iven to the
Dutch chi f and his staff fer the handling of t e c p.

any had been business en in thel~ own country and ere
sm~rt, clever, clean, and Il-disciplined. fra unday,
22 Apr, a notorious Dutch azi was discov red by some ot
his countrYmen nd only the Americ n military guardd
revented him from bing lynched. I ordered th top

serg ant to tak him to military headquarters wh r Lt­
Col Hunter of 571 !ripl A/A R glment disposed of htm.

59. Wh n the camp became purely Dutch the Fr nch
doctors were removed nd an old German doctor was
appointed as med~cal of icer to th camp. lie lived on17
half a mil a ~y nd very afternoon held his sick parade

bout 1700 hrs. Only mild cas s of sickne s w r treated
in the C8J1l.P. th o·thers bing ant to the General R ­
rugee Hospital at R cklingb usen. Lat r a United state
Ar.my medic 1 officer w s appointed to our camp, but since
h had fifteen camps under his care he w s not avail­
able for mergency cases. We were lucky not to have had
any pidemics. rerhaps this was because once a week

arr1ed out a very compl te di.infe tat ion. Blankets
nd clothing were d lou.ed and prinkl d with D.D.T.,

tresh straw w s supplied in all m ttresses and even
p rsanal belongings wer spread out ror inspection and
treatment if nec rYe Every day the ablution rooms
and letrines wer disinf cted with creolin and the
garba e was burned or buried. O~ly two ca s or in­
fecttous disea~es - one of diptherla and the other of
typhus - were found and t y were at once isolated in
the ho pital at Recklinghausen. In our camp the hospital
di pen8e~y was w 11 equipped with drug and surgical
in truments which h d be n found in a' G rlftan Army medical
store at unst r.
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R PORTS O.f AT OGITIl5S

60. In the Administration Buildin' of our camp
was d rk room i h rop han in from th centr of
the ceiling. One aft rnoon I visited a farmer ~cro a
the road who xplained ita purpos. Wh nev r a "Hitl r
Youth" as caught doing something Wl'ong or ven being
inefficient, he as brought here to b whipp d. Hi
h nds were ti d to the rope and hanging there, stripp d
to the alat, he s be t n by anoth r "Hitler Youth"

til he tainted. Wh n h r gain d con ciousness th
oft' oer in char told h that the enemi of the Reich
would 11 be so treRted. The victim n r k ow the
ld ntity of the coml'"ade w'o la hed him.

61. umel'"OUS B of malnutrition repDrt d at
our camp, some of them walkine in f,reat pain nd so weak
that they could go no lurther. Amon~ th .m w re y-une en
six feet tall with gr y hair and not weighing more than
a hundr d pound. ost of them had been pun! hod in
G rmsny for isobo~ience of orders or for sabotago in
ar factori • Special medic 1 c re and diet ere pro­

vid d for the e unfortun tes. The worst c se we met,
as th t of a young B 19ian t rmer from the District of

Mons. One night in 1942 h had d clared in a cafe that
h would never crk for the Germans or s y "H.il H1tIer" •.

ext morni he w 8 arl'"est d nd a Igian judge sent need
him to .a ooncentration c p in rmany. Th re he wa.s sus­
pend d by hi . hands and hipped by guards who d manded that
he say "H il Hitler ith very blo of the la h. e re­
fused and when he was finally cut down in a fainting con­
dition h w s kicked about the he d with the he vy boots
of th German gu rde, u fering 22 record d skull fractures.
He was th n taken to the camp ho pital where he ree iv d
medical attention but b fore he w s fully recovered he
rec ived second and similar beat in. A he was a
trong man he h d been able to a tend up und r the punish­

ment but e told of everal German victima who had b n
crippled for l1fe or had died a a result of their b at-
ings. .

62. A f days before th American oldiers arrived
the whole staff of h1s concentration camp had fled
leaving th ir victims in the wire cage. At their
liberation the pri oners were ntirely nak d and the7
had proceeded to. search every hou e in the village to
get the clothes they needed. They were so h ppy at their
new freedom that J y forgot their pain and took the
rOAd home eating what they could ind and sleeping in
barns. The young Belgian told us that t thing h
kept him going W 8 his d~ ire to see his family again
and to fin the jud ro had sent need h~ to this camp.
Wh n he re~ched ~s he a 0 w~ak w sent h to the
ho pital at cklin hausen where the AlIi d milita~
uthoritles recorded the p rticulars of his c a8e. One

day he heard a doctor say th t he had not long to liv , so
he walked out of the hospital and trav lIed the 40
kilometres b ck to our camp. P rmission was granted
for la1a r p er over the Rhin at Wesel and Capt
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Lismer took 1m back to Mons. Upon his return Captain'
Lismer told me o£ a very touching f 1ly reunion but had

ard nothing of w at happened to the judge. Th doctor
ho had examin d tb1s man declared that it was most sur­

prising that he was till alive for his skull had b••n
flattened in about one-quarter inch from th be~~ln~s that
he h d rece1v d.

63. One afternoon there rrived at our camp two
Canad1 n soldiers who had been taken p lsoners at Di ppe.
One was from the South Saskatchewan Ree"lment and the
other from the Fusll1ers .ont Royal, th French Canadian
from the town of Saint Vincent de Paul and the westerner
trom Saskatoon. They had a requi itioned German car and
wanted gasolin to ontinue thei~ trip to Bruss ls. e
w r happy tc see them becaus they were th first Canadians
we had yet seen in Germany. • k pt them with us tor two
days and they told their story. They had been to ~ Stalag
in Upper Siles1a with abo t 800 Ame~ic8ns, British and
Canadians. Early in January 1945 when t he Russians were

dv ncine into Upper Sile ia trey Y r ordered to proc ed
west. Out of the 800 who left the Stal.g only 200 had
reached the Province of e tphalia ~h y had been forced
to 'alk all day with only two meals of beet soup. ~hey .
slept in b rn if availabl~ if not they huddled in th open
in the dead of winter. If one of t:beir comrades fell on
the road they wore not ev n sIlo ad to turn their he 09.
As they p ~ed th~cugh towns and villages in East rn Ger­
many the crowds 1 ned up on the side alks jeerin6 and
spitting in t~ ir face~. Som~ ~asu tie were suffered
durinp an air ro1d near B rlin but as they ent r d the
provinoe of estphalia they were liberat d by American
oldiers who gave them uniforms and a car.to take them to

Bel ium.

64. e neV8r saw a yone wo hated the Internation 1
Red Cross so much as these Canadian ex-prisoners. They
told us that the parcels sent by the Canadian and Ame~ican
Red Cross to be distributed among the prisoner of war
were turned over instead to the Germans. !hey had cau t
German uards smokin their cigarettes, eating the contents
of the parcels and even wearln their underwe r. Protest
ere made to th International and Germal Red Cross but

nothing was ever dona that t ley could see to emedy the
ituation. I have b en told by the Americans that th 7

found hundreds of thoulands of oigarettes intended for
P.o.w. in G.r~any in German Army stor 8 and literally
millions of parcels which had never been d livered hese
C nadians also told us that on day they had observed
G rmans loading machine guns, mortars and ammunition into
Red Cros Ambulances but when they reported.the case to the
Internation 1 Red Oro 8 inspector who visited the camp, they
were told to mInd their own business and tile Canadian who
had reported the case was ev rely de It with.

65. e fed these boys with ood st ks and the best
food w could find. e gave them g soline nd had their
car ov rhauled by our garage ..n. When they lett I wrote a
letter to Lieuten nt-Colonel Payan, Canadian Garrison
Commander at Brus el to ask th t they be w 11 ree iv d
and flown to Engl nd Later I r ceived letters from them
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saying tnen t at Colonel y n had treated th m like a
prine and arran"ed air pass e to England. They .a1d
that th Canadian Army in England was givin them th
b st of c're and that they soon er~ to b rep ri teu to

anada.

66. statem nvs rega dIng th c mp t' Bu1d rn can
be veri i d by Capt L.J. Lismer, C.I.C., attached to
307/08 Provlncia1 i1itary Government at, unst r, est­
phali , Sgt Br~ 'ill, R. C. •s. C. of Vancouv~r, •C., 8/146 ('779
L/Cpl S. oren, 307/08 H adquarters lllt ry Government
Detachmeht (British Army). On 4 y ~5, Oluers were r -
c ived that the .l:3rltish personnel of :1',118 camp ere to
r port to Mili ary ove nment eaduarter in unster for
new duties.

7 Upon y t rn to st~, I raporte to the
D puty C01 ander o~ our Detachm nt, ho assigned n~ th
dutie of ali f and ~sl re Offic r for th P ovince at
W. Dtpha1ia. The ..:ollowing parag...'cl..tJ 18 8K;>lain ome of the
probl rns 0 our branch and the me sures w lch we took to
solve tn m.

LLI~D PLAN 0 DE ZIFI ATIO EL 'ARE

ea. On 31 ay 45, the direotor of all welIa e
or anizations an a enci s which war allow d to function
under i1itery overnmbnt ere s~aoned to t e Office
of the Relief and "elfare Of.L'icer for n instruotion.
The now policy of ]ilitary Gov rnm nt was to eradio te

11 tint of azi ideolo from these Societi s and to
ensure that thei were in accordance with the principles
of' i1itary Government and to ensur that no differentietion
of t'r atment sho'l.4J.d be ade due to roe, colour, religion
or cr~ d in the activities of tnes Societies or Organ-
iz tions. Th A~beitwohlfahrt ( ork rs alfare) originally
founded in 1919 by the ocl list Party, built_up a nation~

wide organization from 1919 to 1933 but. s dissolved by
th azis in Octob r 1933 and it properties nd fund.
confis~ated, most of them f~nd g their way into the
coffers of th ~azi arty Organiz tiona (N.S.V.). It
wa planned to revitalize thos private. lfare societies
which had had a sound democratic or reli ious basi. and
were well esta lish d before 1928, Further it was planned
that all Party alfare Organizati ns or agencias s ould be
dissolved or absorbed by the Provincial el£are and t t
all di criminating decrees and lawssh~'be abo1i hed
and annull d I rthwi the lfare 01' Jews was to b the
peclal car of th rman d Cross until it b cam

po 8 ble to form a Jewish elfare Organization. See Appx "A"
69. O~ders • re issued by the Allied Military
Governm~nt at ShAEF Headquarters that upon our arrival
in Germany all National Socialist Ifare Party Agencies
nd Organization should be dissolved at once and their

fund frozen. Th German Red Cross had been greatly
used by the ezis during the present war and had became
for all purposes a para~illtary organization. All
hold rs of offic , even to the level of platoon commander,
were ipso facto party member , and as auch would require
careful screening.
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70. The or_ nization as to be co pletely denazified
and reorganized on sound democratic basis. Confessional
elfare Organizations s~ch as Caritas Verband, lnnere

ssion and Sccial orkers S ould be ided by ilitalY
Gov rnment to reorganize themsolvps n inst~tut ons con-
fi eatcd by the razis sou 0 b h nded ovor +0 their original
o'ner.... All paid an.' non-paid membe. of all welfare org­
anizations nd encies, etc, should fill in a fragetogen
(a questionnaire) which was filled in by very German
official, to d sclose their political connection with the
azi Party, th de e they joined, the position they had

held, 1f they had been members of the S•• , th reason
nhy they left th party, if they ad en lembe~s of the
rehrmacht, th e son hy they had heen discharged,
met r th y d been voluntary members of th party or

forced into it. There ere over 50 uch questi ns to be
n ered and heavy penaJties for "anyone making false de-

el rat ons. The e were "to be screene by t e Public Safety
Br nch of ~;litary Governm nt and no on should be dismissed,
retnined or appointed without the author ty of the Reliet
an lfare Officer.

71. Alfare a to continue its da ly routin until
furth r notice t in all welfare chools teachlnB should
be au end d until all the books had been approved by the
Eduoational Branch of the ilitary GO~6rnment. h same
applied to all hospit 1 and institutions where nurses were
taught. All azi institutions were to be absorbed by the
Provincial lrare, and all the azl personnel replaced
as" 800n as pos ible All welfare organi& ti:'n money was
to be rrozen until orders were reoe1 ed from th 11itary
Governm,nt Finance and Property Control Branch.

12. The Provincial elfare Officer was responsible
for the eneral 5up6rvision and effic eney of all G rman
elfare within his Provinoe. During the summer ot 1945,

Youth Welfare bece.me the responsibility of the Eduoatloual
Branch an Social Insuranco, th respon 1bility of :.(an
Power Division. Staff Officer, eltare, were und r the
command of, and weI' tee ieal advisers to, the Provincial
or Government 1 Listriot Detachment CO~1anders, whom they
were to k ep inrormed 0 all elfare matters. On tech­
nical matters Staff Officer 10. 3 (Captain) at Gov rn­
mental District Detachment was to report to Statf Offic r
-0. 2 ( alor) at Provilcial Detachm n', ho in turn would
report to Staff Officer o. 1 (Lt-Col) eltara at Head­
qua~tera Public Health and Welfare Branc I.A. C. Division.

RESPONSIB LITIES OF P OVINCIAL WELFARE OF"r.lICER

73. The follo ing summary 0 the r sponAibiliti••
ot Provincial elfare Of~icer is extr ct d trom KilitarJ
Governm nt In·truction o. 27. See Appx liB"

1. e will eee th~t all Military Government
Instructions to elf Authorlti sand/or
Societies re carried out.

2. He will be rosponsible for the upervision
of th ohlfabrtsamt (PrOVincial lf r ) and
other Private alfare or anizations at hie
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lev 1, and \vill make reco menda ion to the
ppropriate authority on re 0 al of officials

found to be inefficient or non-cooperativ •

3. Be ill ee that all elfare Co~~ittee

authorized by illtary Gover ent ar formed
and funotioning effici ntly and will henever
pos.ible attend such committee me tings and
ati fy him~elf that il1tary Government policy

i beine put in f ~ce•.

4. Hill colleot and for ard all returns
alled fot' by H.Q~ Control COIIDnlssion Ger...::my,

and see that t~e n rman authorities sup ly
correct ~nd up-to-d te information.

5. de will ex rei e ov raIl up rvislon ot
those prlvate welfa~e oci tL s ho are ember
of th Provincial or Governm ntal District
elfar Co~~ittee and ensure hat they make

such returns each month as may )e required
by illtary overnment.

6. He ill ~int in th clos st posslbl
liai80n with all Divisions and Branche on
mo e fields welf re activities may impinge.

Later tn our narr tion we will xnlain in more detaIl
the functionin of thesJ elfare Co ittees. In the
slxm~er of 1945, jO?/08 Provinci~l Military Gov rnmAnt
De~achment was the only one jn the J ritish Zone to have
a elfare Officer at the Provincial level.

'.JERMAN RED CROSS

74. The German Red Cross served both utilitari n
and cha itable purposes. It was organized as voluntary
aid association and cooperated with other welfare
organization.. Prior to 19~3, the Ger~n Red Cros.
Sooiety was one of the best and most efficient on the
continent, but it was taken OVaI' by the azis in 193~

~d lost its independenoe completely in 1937. At that
date they had the following numberB or i titution and
centres: 2 0 Institutions with 18,000 beds; local
nu sing centres over 2,000; lirst Aid entr s 6,5 2;
r Do~t oentres for accidents 27,000; ambulances 699.
These in t1tutiono covered all GArmany and had a member
ship of 1,461,748. Their report centres ror traf 1c .
accident long th autob hn or other hi w ya and their
ambulanc service were among the best organized on the
continent.

75. This all came uneer the J.ilitary Government
Control ~ft I' our arrival. Military Governm~nt allowed
them a previous deduction tax of t~n Reich ark Pfenig
on ach head of the popu1 tion in the Province ot ast­
phalia to finanoe their Soci ty. hey alao received a
c rtain peroentage of collections made by the Provinci&l
altare. Their welfare activities were widesprea. They

maintained hospitals, sanitorium , convalescent homes,
recreation homes, eatablishm uts for others and children
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and provided nurse in rural areas. They had established
so~p kitchens in many cities after th Allied occupation
to help the transient Germans, evacuees and r f'ugee. In
the railway tations, bunkers and shelters provided a
refuge for travelling mothers, children and single women.
In unste~, Dortmund and Hamm, they had est blished Red
Cros stations in bunkers and shelters, where they ren-
dered the most humanitarian services to travelling people.
Fir t aid tat ions were in charge of a doctor and a few
nurse.. One of their auxili ry service. was th trans­
portation of the sick and wounded throu the provine••
Their f'amous ambulance service came under the Fire Branch
of Military Government to prevent the abuse of transport­
ation. Their automobiles, accessories, cars, fuel, tires, etc,
were under the supervision of' the Welfare Officer of the
Military Government.

76. The Sisterhood of' the G rman Red Cross was
reorganized·as prior to 1933, on a sound democratic basis.
Their work consisted of' evacuati Germans from other
Zones into ours, providi doctors, nurses, f'ood, etc,
on trains provided by the Military Government. As the
refugees became more num rous the German Red Cross could
no longer cop with the situation due to the laok ot
experi nc d workers, so many having b en dismissed as
azis. Appeals for help went to the British, Swedish and

Swiss Red Cro • and special permission was granted to
train new member to deal with the emergency. Million.
of Reich rk, belonging to the Westphalian Society were
recovered from the German Bank at Hamburg. Public Health
Branch was in oharge of the medical section, their dis­
cipline and meeting of their material needs. Under the
heading ot International Red Cross more will be written
conoerning the German Red Cros work.

DEUTSCHER CARITAS VERBAND (GERMAN CATHOLIC CHARITIES)

77. The Deutscher Caritas Verband, the ohiet
organization for the Catholic elfare Associations in
G rman~, Is an incorporated body with headquarters in the
Werthman House in Freiburg, Breisgau. The Dioce.an Caritas
Associations for th Province of westphalia were under
the Diocese of Munster and the Archi-Diocese ot Pad rbom.
The Archi-dioce.e of ?aderborn was the'largest in the
British Zone and one of the most deusely populated. There
were over 1,000 institutions belonging to Caritas Verbandl
104 hospitals, 38 convalesoent homes, 95 old peoples homes,
17 single homes, three houses for crippled, thr e hou es
for frails, 13 suckling homes, 38 educational establish­
ments, 237 kindergartens, 222 sewing rooms, 309 stations
for nursing, 38 voluntary organisations for the care ot
children and the youth, 13 charity organizations, 18 com­
munal and soclal institutes with Catholic Sisters. Over
200 institutions had been partially bombed out and same
completely destroyed. Carita Verband for Munster was
not so big as the organization for the Diocese of Pader­
born beoause they had several institution in the Province
of North Rhine and in the Province of Hanover. They had
about 500 institutions in estphalia.
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78. Confessional Charitable Organizations consisted
of paid an non p id members, mostly voluntary workera,
beside tbe Sisters and the Brothers of the religiou Orders.
They had Catholic training centres for Catholic workers,
nursing schools, training schools for in ants' nurses,
seminaries for social workers. Their elf re work con­
sisted of welfare in rural areas, child care, youth wel­
fare for predelinquent and delinquent adolescents, public
health welfare of th crippled, welfare in titutiona for
the feeble-minded,psychopaths, epIleptics, insane, blind
and mutes, drunkards, transients and homeless. In Munster
there was one of the most modern houses for students in
Germany, under the patronage of Caritas Verband There
were also about 500 Provincial Welfare institutions of
the same type - some Catholics, others Protestants or
lay. Under the Provincial Welfare supervision they were
governed by Catholic Sisters or Evangelical Nuns or
laity.

IRHERE KISSION

79. The Innere Kission is the welfare organization
of the Evangelical Churohes of Germany, oorresponding to
Caritas Verband. he ational Agency ia the Central
Ausschuss fur Innere Mission (Central Committee for
Innere Mission). This provide the organizational 00­
ordination of all oonnected associations and e tablish­
ments of th Innere Mi ion. Its members are the
state and Provincial association as well a sp oial
as oeiations whoae aotivitie reach beyond the boundaries
of States and Provineea. The central administrative
office, bich was in Berlin-Dahlem, was under a pro­
fessional director, who is assisted by several seotion
chiefs. For the Province of Westphalia, the ooordination
as from the Innere Mia ion at Bethol for t e inatitutions,

establishments, associations, and territory. air
professional workers were Sisters and Brothers and
voluntary workers in each pariah. Their institutions
w.re on the s me type aa those of Carit s Verband.
Innere Mission had 800 institutions in the Province or
Westphalia all go erned by the Evan elical Sisters Staff

VISITS AND OBSERVATIONS IN ~STP tIl

80. On 17 Jun 45, I received orders from the
Brigadier to visIt a few of the main Provincial elfare
Institutions, and upon my return to make a report. •
first vi ited the tuberculosis Sanitorium at Wald Brilon
for pregnant tubercular mothers. This institution was
one. of the moat modern I have seen in Europe. e paid
a visit to an insane Asylum with over 3,000 inmates at
Marsburg. The institution was in good condition but
o. ercrowde. At Buren, we visited the Provincial Wel.
rare Headquarters and a few inatitutions for Deaf and
Mutea. Duri my tour of inspection in the lower part
of the Provinc. I found that most institutions were over­
crowded and that it was impossible to release any build-
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ings because so many other institutions had been requisitioned
for military purpos or for Displaced Per ons. I inter­
rogated the Directors of all institution about their
needs and requirements, checked if they had all their
perso 1 fragebo en and found how many had been dismissed
and/or replaced. The viait gave me an idea of the pro-
bl of welf re, overcrowding of institutiona, lack of
clothing, and just enou food for survival. Upon my
return I made a report of the situation to the Corom ndlng
Officer of our Provincial D tachment. Prior to my de-
.parture, I had ordered Dr Teetmy rs of the German Red
Cross to ke a purge of hi. Nazi staff. on 20 Jun
upon my return h r port d that the purge had been car­
ried out, but th t th German Red Cross was losing its
b st and most e%perienced members and that ne recruits
were to be nlisted at once to fill the vacancy. I
notified him that no one could be hired on his 8taff with­
out pr viously being fragebogen and found acceptable to
tpe Kilitary Government.

81. On 25 Jun .5 I paid a vis~t to the Bishop of
Munster, accompanied by the Director of Caritas Verband
for the Dio ese, the late Cardinal von Gall n, who died
in arch 1946. The Bi8hop was one of the great~.t anti­
Nazis in Germany. He had always condemmed Nazism trom
the bishop'8 throne by his pastoral letters, especially
on th question of State control of children, the youth
camp policy, th Nazia doctrines and ideologies. Be
reminded me that the Allies should not think that all
Germans were asi.. H protested about the murders of
German farmers by th Poles and th Russiana, the burning
of the farms and the rap of the women in G rmany. H
declared that he had always believed in Democracy, and
at the beginning of the asi rule a council of the G r.man
bishops had warned the estern Powers of the danger of war
but t t nobody paid any attention to them. His brother,
Count von Gallen, had been in a concentration camp for
ov r a period of two years, because he was one of the
last deputies of the Prussian Diet, to give his demission
to the Party as such. H told U8 that very morning, a
Schul~leiter (School Inspector) visited every claas in
each school asking the childr n if anyone had the day
before "heard anything said a_ainst the Fuhrer, the Nasi
Party or the Greater Reich. If a child only stood up,
without even aaying a word, the parents were at once
arrested and sent to concentration camp and the child
aent into a Hazi institution to be raised as _ good
Aryan. In 1941, during the Corpus Christi procession,".
Regiment of S.S. was sent from Recklin hausen to 8top the
procession and arre t the Bishop. When they arrived,
the Colonel came into the Cathedral to put the Bi hop
under arrest but the Bishop, who wa man bout six reet
and a half, took him by the collar a nd threw him out.

82. On 26 Jun.5 ajor Battersby, Statiscian Public
Health icer, and mysel~ paid a visit to the Famou.
Bethel Protestant Colony, the largest of its kind in
Europe. Founded in 1869 by ~astor Frederich von Bodel chwing,
the Institution ls a unit of the Innere K18s10n. It
stands on the Hills above Bielefeld, a It-contain d
community of more than sixty buildl~gs. It houses 6,500
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iom tes, cripples, epileptics, old people, invalids and
refugee.. Devoting themselves to a life of self-sacrifice
in the care of the sick and the needy are 2,000 Sisters,
who undertake aix years training and are then aaked ~f

they are willing to spend the remainder of their 1ivea
at the Institute. In charg is Sister Dora Schoof, for
ten years Matron of the German Hospital in London, until
recalled in 1937 by Ribbentrop because, t 0 U8e her own
words, "of her friendship witt the Jews". During the war
years much of t e Institution's work was contrary to
Nazi precept8, and the story is told of a visit by S.S.
men with order to immolate the mostr helpless inmates at
the time when the racial fitness creed had reached the
peak of fanatici m. The Pastor, then 65 years old, the
late Dr Frederich on Bode1.chwing (80n of t e founder),
resisted and invited Hitler's own physician to vi.it the
in8titution. This he did, and the S.S. order was rescinded.
S veral bUilding were damag d by bomb during the raid
on the famoua viaduct n ar tre town including the Sisters'
Homes and accommodation today i scare. Now, while
gr pplin~ with the immediate pro e. of relieving di -
tre s, the organization i embarking upon a task - long
plann d in secret during the dark days of the azl r g1me
- the mis ion of v nLelisation. The TheoligicalCollege
was reopened and 120 students will tudy for the next
12 months. The College was closed by the asi. in 1937
and today there is a long waiting list, with little hop
of a 0 ommodation for more than a very all percentage.

~. As self-supporting as present day oonditions
permit, the colony has its own medical ataff, teachers,
professors, its own shops, post office and clothea weaving
plantae One ilding ia a miniature factory wher
aluminium pots and pans are made, SOM for sale, but
mainly to supply th needs of th~ community.

8.. In another house, a group of epileptics work d
under supervision at the cloth we ving looms. The finished
material is made into overall&, tableclothe. and dresses.
In the valley beside ethel are the colony' own farm8
upplying the dairy needs of the community. ork is part

of the cure for many of the unfortunates in the Instit­
ution and each is fitted, as far as possibl , into some
vocation which will 8uit either temperament or ability.
A little grey-haired lady of 70 i. in charge of the
mat rnity hospital. Two hundr d or 80 babies are born
in the hospital each month for many expeotant moth rs
are brou t to the hospital 8~ply b cause they have not
means of prOViding proper care for the babiee. They
are placed in charge of rully-trained nur , but ot'ten
entry to the ho pital has b 'en too long delayed. No
unfortunate is turned away from this institution: in­
deed, before the war, national. from other European
countries went there and today in the epileptic wards there
are still many foreigners. With a greater need in Germany
now than ever before in her history, the Protestant Colony
of Bethel i. ndeavouri to disoharge ideals to which
its Si ters are pledged - the care of the sick and the
needy. Special Instruction. were received ~at the Head­
quarte~s of .A.O.R. that the Welfare Officer should take
pecial care of the Institution. Dr Xunz was the tin-
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ancial agent of the institution with whom I dealt during
my st y in Germany. All their requests .ere ~de through
Military Government channels.

85. Lengerich Asylum was a provincial institution,
which had been r quisitioned by the British Army after
their arrival for a German Prisoners of ar Ho pital,
without notifying the Military Govern~ent. Th pati nts
wer transferr d to the local schools in overcrowded
quarters and many were 10stJ some hiding themselves in the
woods nearby, others going back home. The Institution
had a capacity of about 1200 patients. Five hundred o~

whom were billeted into the local schools where they were
ov rcrowded and no sanitary accommodation whatsoever,
not ev n abooth for epileptics' treatment. Releas ot
the building was asked time after time from the Royal
Army Medical Corps but nothing was ever doneJ until a
British soldier was murdered by one of the inmates. All
kind of complaints poured to the local Detachment and
were forwarded to the Provincial Detachment Welfare Officer
for immediate action concerning this in titution. Lat .
in the fall th establishment was released to the German
authoritie •

INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO THE LFARE ORGAllIZATIO S

86 On 28 Jun 45 the first official meeting of all
German Welfare Organizations was held in the Pari h House
of Innere Mission, LipPltadt, and presid d over by the
Military Government Relief and Welfare Offlcer. The fol­
lOWing German personnel ere present: Land shauptmann
S~lzmann, Director of the Provincial Weltare Pa tor
Moeller, for Innere Mission; Dom Kapitular Hollin-, for
Carltas Verband (MUnater), Dom Kapitular Brucklin for
Carltas Verband (Paderborn), Dr Teetmeyer~ for Ger.man Red
Cross, Dr Mey rs, for Arbeitwohltahrt (orkera lfare).
The purpose of the meeti was to me t the dlrectors ot
all .elfare organizations and reorganize them on a sound
democratic basis. We told them that th6 Military GoYem­
ment insi ted on a complete denaz~ic tion or their personnel
from the top to the bot tom and warned them we would ba ve
no mercy on those who did not answer their fra obogen
hone tly or had been ex-members of the Part,.. 0 welfare
workers could be retalned or accepted without flrst having
their tragebogen accepted by the Public Safety and Welfar
Branches o£ the Military Government.

87. Each welfare organization or society was to
make a report to the Welfare Branch ot th Military Govern­
ment declaring the availabl pace in the lnst1tutio~

of their towns or Kreis giving the exaot looation and
pointing out those which were overcrowded and any whloh
oould be temporarily repaired. The biggest problem was the
releasing of institutions which bad b~en requisitioned by
the Wehrmacht and were now used by the Occupation ArMJ as
hospitals for the Allied Force or as Displaced P rsons
Centres. Every day during the 8Wmmer of 1945. Prie. s.
Sisters, Pastors came to our Branch asking that t~elr
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institutions be released. In the beginning of September
1945, after the departure of the Displaced P rson~ to their
respective c9untrie and the release of the German Pa.O•• ,
w were able to reI aae hundreds of buildings to the
German welfare organizations. This became v n more im­
portant when we learned of the impending arriv 1 of
about 2,000,1000 Germans from Poland whom 800,000 were
for the Province of estphalia. A further report concern­
ing state of health, nourishment, the conditions of
clothing, living and hating in each area wa called for
as soon as possible so that steps could be taken to pre­
vent epid mics that w1nt~r. See Appx "C"

88. There were many tasks for welfare that winter.
The re-organisation of soup-kitchens and if possible
sleeping aocommodation for transients, evaouees and re­
fugees and Ps.O.W. demanded a high priority. Th question
of oommunal feeding for people in bombed towns without
means of cooking could not be forgotten. The repatriation
of evaouated childr~n and families throu refugees oentres
had to be organized before they oould b placed by the
Housing Department. Aooommodation for boys and girls
in the reformatory schools, the que tion of guardianship,
the sere ning of foster parents or people adopting children
and th rai ing of the childr n along democratic prinoiples
all cam under the Welfare Branch. Special care and feed­
ing for e pecta t mothers, nursing mothers, babies, old
people and orphan had to be provided. All Youth Organ­
isations were to b dissolved forthwith and none could
be re-organized without special authority from the
Military Government. The German W r Legion (similar to
the Can di n Legion) and the Reich Unions of Persons
Injured by th ar were to be a 011 hed and absorbed by
th provincial elfare along with idows, orphans and
disabled vet rans.

se. Requests for fUel, motor cars, lorries, gasoline
coupons, tires, eto, for elfare Directors and Institutions
w re to be mad through th Welfare Officer of th Militar~

Govera. nt. As all the Welfare fund. had be n frozen a
pecial order had been issued to all local bank. by the

Finanoe and Property Control Branch of the ilitary
Government explaining how advano s could be obtained

90. Requests tor building mater als had to b made
through Military Government ohannels. A~l requests for
welfare need at high level should be submitted to the
Welfare Orficer at ilitary Government Provincial Head­
qu rters, otherwise thrQugh the local detachmant. Sug­
ge tions conoerning the new welf re poli0Y' wer ~'.lcomed
by the Military Government. Teaching in all welfare
in titutions was to b halted while samples of the books
used w re forwarded to th Eduo tional Branch of the
MilitarY' Government for approval. No welfare school
could b re-op ned without authority of the KilitarJ
Government. All t t books had to be oreened and re­
plaoed if not found aooeptable. Direotors of Institutions
should be oreen d by th Public Safety Offioer in th 1r
respective Kreis for the policy of th Military Gov rn­
.ent wa to eradicate all taint of Nazi ideology from these
so ieties nd to nsure that they were in accordance with
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the principles of the ilitary Government. Germans of
Jewish F ith were to be taken care of by the Gentile
elfare Societies until they will be able to re-organi.e

their own groups. Nothing should be done to impede the
op rations of those welfare societies which had a so d
d mocratic or reli ious basis and were well established
before 1928. The Director of the Provincial Welfare was
empo er d to return any property which had been confiscated
by the azi.. 0 new weltare organizations could be
form d or come into exist nee without the authority ot
the Military Government

gl. At the commencement of the occupation, the
oooperation between the Army and the Military Government
left nothing to be desir d - t ,e two organizations pulled
together admirably. As. time ent on, how ver, and due
to a number of reasons, the Army authoritie began to
act ind pendently, causing a eat deal of misunderstanding
and unnecess ry difficulty for th Military Government
which was endeavouring to act in as human a manner a.
pos ible. It should be und r tood that the German wa
f rever holding up the Geneva Convention and the Inter­
national Conventions concemin the Law and Customs of
ar on Land a th basis of correct government of a de­

teated people. This was not generally appreciated by
the young commanders of the Army. On 3 Jul 45 we r ceived
a visit from the Arch i hop of Paderborn cone rning certain
sanitoriums and unre sonable demand made by the Army.
Togeth r, we interviewed the A sistant Deputy Governor
of the Military Government for the Provine of estphalia,
to whom the Archbi hop explained th situation. Thi
matter had to be cl ared up and was tterefore refarre4
to General Montgomery who aid down that the Military
Gov rnment wa the senior directing body and. that Army
should take advice f~om the Military Government before
initiating an action what oever After this understanding
had been reaied the initial cooperation and ood feeling
was re um d.

SOME LOCAL PROBL S

g2 elfare and R lief problema were growing more
and more acute every day. Requests were made to S.A.O.R.
Pers to ha • ten more officers for the Province of West­
phalia. Civil Aff irs Detaohments in Holland we dis
banded and officer were transferred to other detachments
of the British ilitary Gov rnment in Germany for di _
po ale We neede4 ten relief and welfare officers but
only one was posted as relief and welfare Officer.
ajor Yuille of the Canadian Army - the others were posted

to fill other vacancies. We protested to the Executive
Branch of our Provincial Detachment but the answer was
that as relief and lfare officers war not yet on the
ar E t blls ent of B.A.O.R., it wa impossible to post

officers as such. Later in Septemb r 1 4&, welfare b oame
a section of a new uhlic Health and elfare Branch
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93. On 11 Jul 45 we held our re -ular monthly German
welfar meeting. he question of repatriating 600,000
evacuated children, mothers and families scattered all
over Germany and in nei bouri countries .as the main
topic of di cu sion. It was impossible to get trains tor
r patriation alone and the s c eme s po tponed because

11 Allied Displaced Per ons first had to be moved out to
make room for the inccming G rman refugees. The other
proble of G rman welfare became more acute every·days
lack of clothes, scarcity of food, f~el and accommodation,
lack 0 transportation for farm products to the institutions,
shortage of labour on the farms and lack of raw materials
to keep the reformatory 8clool 'factories oing. It
wa still difficult to get buildings released by the
Occupation Army to relieve the ovorcro ed conditions.

94. on 13 Jul 45 we visited the Archbishop of Pad r-
born who told m that two Polish Colonel had asked if it
was possible to have 50 Polish Priest for Polish Di -
placed Persons Camp. Most of the Poles had not been to
Church sinoe their evacuation from Poland at the beginning
of the war The Archbishop' ~ole as p otector of the
Polish Displaced Persons had been reported to us by many
reliable Poles in estphalia. Both C ritas Verband and ·Innere
iss ion had taken care of many hundreds of thousands of

Displaced Persons duri their tay in Germany. On my
return this request was made to Reli ious and Educational
Branch of Control Commission, Germany, and it was granted
at onc. The Diooese of Paderborn had b en on. ot the .
largest in Germany but now a big s etion was situat d in
the Russi n Zone. The Archbishop sked us it it wa
possible to keep the German men working, espeoially thos
released from the ehrmacht, because seeing them loafing
or d oi nothing would endanger morale. They should be
kept busy so they would not have time to think about

azi8J1l or new s ubver ive ideaa. He claimed that Germany
had paid dear enou for the National Socl 11sM and that
he did not 1 h omething simllar-to replace it.

95. Hamm, one of the mo t important rail ay junctions
in Germany, had been bombed almost every ek during
the last year of the war. The rinstift Hospital, on.
of th largest in the district, had uffered sever 1'1 from '
air r ids, only one section being suitable tor hospltal-
ization - the es on the main floor. On th day ••

'visited the Institution it was raining and the water was
pouring onto the patients' beds and allover the pl ce.
To remedy this situation eight huts were later released
by the T0~1 Major at Beckum. On the same day, we vi ited
the bunkers and sheltera which were u8ed for travelling
mothers and children under the sup rviaion of the German
R d Cro s for medical oare, nursing and adminiatration

nd found them in perfect condition.



- 34 -

RE OVING NAZI PERSONN

. 96. On 18 Jul 45 I vi ited the Famous Bro Sister's
School, the imbern Hospi , near the town of enden.
The Brown isters wera National Socialist alfara Sister­
hood, party organizatiori of .S~D.A.P. but they were
called Brown Sisters because their custom was to wear
bro n dre ses like Nuns. Their purpose w s sooner or
later to remove the religious influence in this field by
replacing th confessional Sisters with nu'ses grounded
in azi ideology. Upon my arrival, the hospital was in
oharge of Polis Director. Inquiries proved that he had
been brought from Poland, in January 1945,to be attached
to the Hospital staff and throu h the invri ue of the
Polish Liai on Officer at B.A.O.R. h had displaced the
former direotor aft r the Germans surrendered. He was
ch rged with being a notorious azi collaborator in
Poland who had been sent to stern" rmany before the
Russian advance. During my stay in the hospital, I found
out that the Nazi ideology was still going on. Quest ion­
l.ng a f W displaced persons, patients in the hospital,
I d scovered that there w re still some of the Sist rs
reeting e ch other with "Heil Hitler". I informed the

Chief Doctor that this ou tom must case forthwith) ba
protested that he kne nothing of it. He was told that the
Nazi te chin mu t cease, a sample of all the teat books
be given to me nd 11 the Nursing Sisters' uooks be
placed under lock and key at once. rnin s given
that the first one ca ght giving the asi • tine. to
be severely dealt with. Fragabogen wore handed out to
all staff and personnel to be tilled in as soon a8 po ­
sible.

97. Upon the arrival of the Americans, the Chief
Doctor had b n arr sted and shot by the ericans and
the Chief Nurse suspended bocaus their brutal treatment
of German patients. The Chief Nurse however was still
on the staff, never dismis cd ~nd alway raising trouble
in the hospital, so I had her fired at once and out sh
went. Both of them had practic d sterllsat10n on patients
and had a faw urders to their credit. The staff had
never been fragebogen or sor6ened. Upon ~y arrival 1n
Kunst r, I report d the case to the Chief of Public Health
Branch and to Educational Branch. A· 1 the books ere
carefully screenod, every on condemmed and found unfit
tor d mocracy. I vi ited the Public Safety Orfic ~ or
our etachm8nt, Who could hardly b liave what I had told
him. Ten c ys later, I went b ck to the ho pit 1 to
collect the fra bogens, dismissing the Polish Doctor
end replacing him by a German. The .former had acted like
a dictator since our arrival and had not r ported to the
Military Government the conditions existing at the
hospital. Every fragebogen had been carefully scr••ned
by the Pub11c Safety Ofticer of our Detaohment. Of 60
on the statf, 25 of the most n tor10us were at once dis­
missed. The new dlr otor made up a list ot people to
b dismissod on account of anti-relig10us opinions and
Nazi fanatism. ny patients had died at the hospital
without seeing a clergyman because some nurses had re-
ru ed th m the visit ot priest or pastor

98. A tew weeks later, I paid a visit to see ir
the orders had been carried out only to f1nd'out that
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Bome of the offenders were till there. I found out th t a
British edical Brigadier had ordered that nobody could be
dimnls ed without his consent. I went to see h~ and ex­
pI ined the situation but nothing was done. Fin lly on.
day the public Saf ty Officer sent me back the fra bogens
s yin that tra c se wa clos d. I was gr atly di ...
appointed but when the Educational Branch ound out bout
the case 1t was another tory. Later, ,I hE;ard that most
of the staff had been replaced axc pt the chief doctor and
a few of the origin 1 roup. It took pati nc but I had th
place finally cleaned of the asla.

PATRIATIO OF EVACUATED C ILDl D OTHERS

99. On 19 Jul 45 a specl 1 meting w held under
the authority of the Military Government. alfare and
Transport tion Branch s, and all th Ger an elfar Org­
anizations eoncernin the repatriation of estphalian
children and mothers who had been evacu t d to other Zone •
The followi groups wer repr sented: Provinclal Wel-'
fare, German Red Cross, Innere Mission. Caritas Verband,
ocial Democratic orker's Welfare and Evangelical Hilt~

awerk. A scheme was to be 8 ub i tted by 11 the Ger n
welfare or anization as soon as possible and forwarded
for approval to the Military Government. It was specified
that the Reiehbahn (German Railways) were not to loan
or move a train without our approval. I explain d clearly
to them that food for the Evacuees had to be provided
from G rman source The German Red Cross was in oharge
of the trains and the other welfare oreaniz tions wer
subordinate to them. The hour of departure from the en­
training point, and of arrival at the main detraining
point in each district, and all requests for train. mov ­
ments all were to be cleared tl~ough the elfare Of:icer
of the ilitary Government

100. ritten instructions wer provided and every-
thin was explained very clearly so no mistak s could
be made through ignorance. When you explain something
to a German, you have to be very explicit oth rwise he
will take advantag .' of you. I warned them that re­
quests for tr ins should be made in a certain restricted
p riod of time and that it was still impos ible to re-
patriate children and mothe s from Austria. Hun ar and the Russia
Zone. or the pre ent, requests for travelllng permits
would be granted s soon as posslble for Inner M1S810

nd Cari~a Varband representatives to make a eemenmabout
repatriation of ch ldren and mothers in the American and
French Zones, Schleswig-Holstein, D ~ark and other part
of the British Zone. Their duty was to choose aas mbly
point, nd prepare 11 ts of refugees and their deatinations.

101. A few weeks later, the plan a ubmitted to
1st Corps, where it as well understood that tr in movement
orders should be handed over by th Railway Officer to
the G rman Rail ays with an authorlzatlon letter from the
Military overnment. Du to the shortage of coache and
locomotives th movement of the evacuee had to be
oarefUlly synchronized with D.P. moves. The operation
took over two months finishing about the end of October
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The German Red Cross as in charge of the train To each
train was att-ched a hospital car to take oare of the sick
nd a field kitchen to feed the Evacuees. Time tabl s

were arranged for detraining the as clos a possibl
to their destinations. In each to Caritas Verband and
Inner i sion had set up a sp cial w If re committ e to
rec iv the children and mothers. or t hose who had no
bome to go to c ps were set up until a ho~e could be
found. During the war the chief function of the German
R d Cross had been the transporting of casualties, civilian
and military, throughout the Reich and the Society as
now u ed to assist in the distribution of refugees to
Kreis from the dispersal camps in various Regierung

ezirke (Governmental District). They Iso possessed·a
competent nursi service and were used to provide taffs
for aaBistin rman M 1c 1 Officers at all stages during
tee handlin of the refugees from Polm d.

102. All this a not achieved without some con-
fusion. One morning train itt 1500 child en vacuat d
from the American Zone arrived in the city of eckling­
hausen without any arnin. An inquiry was held but a
usual nobody knc anythin of it. On another occa ion,
I rec Ived a telephone from 1st C rps at Iserlohn saying
that a train had been stopped at the border of the Amer­
ican Zone going to fetch vacua ted chil r n in Bavaria.
I gay orders to hold the train until further notic nd
at once summoned all tb Director of elfare Or anization.
to my office. I found t t ~ov1ncial elfar~ and
Caritas Verband had gon to the Reichbahn at· iel.feld,
requ ting a train, saying that Capt LaBrosse had given
the authority for the train movement. I paraded the
elfare Director to the Commanding Officer of our Pro­

vincial Detachment, who arned them that the next time
ilitary Government Ord r were not respected they would

be dis is ed and sent to jail.

103. Aa th refugee problems became more acute
ev~ry day, a new Branch was formed at Internal Adminis­
tration and Communi tion Divi ion called the R.fuge••
Branch to handle the Germans who were expelled fram the
East of Germany; over 2,000,000 of 0 were to be moved
into the British Zone. This new Branch moved them from
dispersal camp n the British Zone to the differ nt
PrOVinces, r.estphal1a ~lon. taking ha1r a million. The
new committee handled not only r fugees but also released
G&~an Ps .0•• and greatly reduced the ork of th el­
fare Branch of the il1tary overnment.

NAZI YOUTH ORGANIZATION

104. 1. Jugenvolk (Young People)
·The Nazi ducation of the child started with Jug.nvolk
which all the boys and girls join d t th age or ten.

2. Hitler's Jugend (Hitler's Youth)
From the Jugendvolk the boys passed to Hitler's Jugend at
the e of 1.. ~hey remained m mber of this organiz tion
until they were 19 years old. when they served .Ix month.
in the Labour Service. The indoctrination of the young
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men with asi ideals as the chi f fUnction of this
or.ganizat ion.

3. Bunddeutschermadchen (League of the German
Girl )
Th girls on reaching the age of 14 beoame
1 a , which corresponded to th Hitler's
At th age of 19, the gi~ls usually served
the L bour ervice.

members of i
Jugend for boys.

1x months in

4. Student nbund (Students A ociations)
The boys and girls who continued their studies in the
univer itio after th age of 19, when th y would normally
h ve on to the L bour Service or aft r they had served
thei~ six months tl re, continued to be supervised and
controlled by this association.

5. Arbeit Di nst (Labour Servic )
Boys and girls on reach ng the age of 19 1'1 re nt to
Labour Servioe Camps where they rem ined 1x months.
Th boys did us fu1 WOJ'k in drainage, refor station, road­
bulldtng and settlement. The girls work d either in
domestic s rvice or on the farms. Intense indoctrination
in Nazi ideals was carried on in the even1 sand e k­
ends. Th boys ho proved dili·ent and SiO ed romise
of being leader were appointed tho posts in the arty
and Govornment Services. It was estimated that this
s rvioe took balf a millIon youn peepl off the labour
market every year. The boy then served their time aa
soldiers under th con cription law8, while the 6irls
returned to dom~ tic life or to civil employment. 0
girl was allowed to hold a remunorative post until she
had erved her six months in the Labour Camp. All men and
women entering paid service had to joln the Labour Front
and become a ember of the oaapul ory occu atianal Es­
tates that controll d their particular callin s. All
Trade Unions and Employ ra' A oclations and, all unorganized
mploye sand mployers were compelled to join the Labour

Front. The Bmployers were to "lead"; th worker to
follow. While the mployers forf it d some of their
ri ta as owners they continu d to direct the bu Iness,
w re entitled to e profits acoruing th refrom and had
cert in powers conferred on them by the state.

AI S OF NAZI EDUCATION

105. Th chi f object of Nazi educat10n as to supplant
fami~y influenc, secure control of the adolesc nt mind,
and to train the youth of Germany to b b11nd devotee
to Hitler. In his speeoh o~ May 1937, Hitler promised
to diapo of paternal opposition to his system as £01-
lowss

e will take the children aw y and train
nd educat them to b come ne G rmana. e

will take them awal when th yare 10 y ars
old and brIng them up in the spirit o£ the
community until they are 18. They shall
not ••cape us. They will join tn. Party, the
Storm Troopers, th Black Guards or other
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formations, or go into· the factories or
offices. Later they will do military
serrice. Who shall dare say that such
training will not produce a new Nation'

All azi schoolin was designed to produce a new gener­
ation of soldiers and young mothers ignorant of conditiona
outside of Germany, holding grotesque opiniona about
other nations and leaders, but fanatically believing in
Hitl r as the God-s nt savious whom it as their privilege
to serve. On Bitler's acce·ssion to power the teaching
profession w s ruthlessly acreened and the first qu lif­
icatlon for a dmission to its ranks became the possession
of a.Party ticket. The resulting shortage of teach rs
was never quite made good, even by an influx of inferior
tach rs but the azls did not bother about this, merely
curtailing the schooling period.

106. The complete mental azification of the
gl'owin g neration is a factor with hich we a 11 have
to reckon long aftar Hitler is overthrown. Every school
subject was tau ht irst·and foremo t from a politic 1
standpoint ith a political object. A vast nun er of
scientific orks were proscribed in 1933 as being con­
trary to the n wdoctrine and the writings of le rned
Jewi h authors were publicly burnt. In their place
new textbooks had been issu d hich pre • ted everything
- history, .literature, ev n mathematics and sclenc ...
from a racial standpoint, designed to glorify Germany
and to train th children to become unthinking followera
of Hitler in th coming conquest of the world. Two ongs
had h n always ung, not merely as patriotic ditti ,
but s a profession of faith - "Deutschland Uber Alles"
and a.nother t e last line of which was "Heute gehort una
Deutschland under Mor en die ganz welt" ("the world ill
be ours to-morrow as Gar any to-d y"). Any attempt on
the part of the par nts in the homes to inculoat any
other principles, Christian or democratio, was vigourously
checked. The children we~ ordered to report to the
a t oritie if th ir parent made the slightest criticism
of the official doctrine, 0 that an atmosphere of fear,
uspicion and mutual distrust often grew up in families

where formerly the greatest affection prevailed. Parents
1rsr ordered to answer, :when asked by the child en, "To
whom do we really belong"?, Only "You belong to Hitler".
Nazi education was designed to turn the mal youth into
fanatical warriors, an the f Ie youth into no less
tan tic 1 moth rs of a fUrther Ben ration o£ lsnatlcal
warriors.

RE-ORGANI TION OF GEll· N YOUTH OVEMEJrI'

107. On our arrival th hole azl outh ovement
had been di olved. It as a reed that hile outh 0 e­
ments came p operly under the Eduoational ranch, their
aotivities wera largely concerned with those of lBlfare
and our s ction found it desirable to hav some cooperation
from the fa d ~ocratic youth movem nta which had not been
na&ifi d Th programmes of these movements ere oare­
fully stUdied, screened and consldercd by the ilitav7
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Government befor they were allowed to carryon. The two
chief groups allowed to c ontlnue were "The Falcon' and
"The Great r ortmund Youth ove. nt". It was specified
by the Milit ry Government nd understood by the Youth

ovements that former leaders of itl r's Youth. e bers
of th N.S.D.A.P. and affiliat d organization s w 11

s ex-officers of the ehrmacht and police were to be
xcluded. The avo ed purpose of both groups was to gather
orki people of all races and r ligion and educ t

them to be good citizen of a democratic State. They
hoped to awak n in th young working people all the
positive elem nts of character, .decency, dignity and a
taste for b nuty. Friendship, oooperation, gallantry and
solidarity were accepted watchwords.

108. One of the main problems was to find rooms
for th ir clubs, as sp ce was very restricted in the dis­
triot. They asked for the releas of the Youth Hostels,
which were numerou in stphalia, but they had been
requisitioned for the Evacuee from Poland, and usually
the mov ments had to find their own accommodation. The
Yout ovament asked to have a representative on the
Provincial elfare Committee but this request was re-
rUs d by the Educ tion 1 Branch at 918 ilitary Govbrn­
mant, who sup rvised both movements

109. In September 1945, 80 boys and irls m t in
Dortmund to form the first circl of the Falcon ovement.
This organization, founded in Vi nna in 1928, had seen
it activities red~ced to a minimum durin the Hitler
regime but had retained its democratic principle and
had al aya been respect d. The Falcons were supported
b~ the Social Democrats and had the advantage of keen

nd capable leaders. Their weakness was a tendency to
act high handedly. They proposed to tach democracy
throuuh ork and play but disa proved of ball-roo
d ncing at th ir meetings an political discussion among
members under 18. They asked elfare for many items:
lusical instrum nts, game of 11 kinds, literatu.r
nd text book, material f r c r ~ntry, hiking mat rial.

A requ3st to be el10 ed to . R~ coloured uniforms, flaJ"s,
tc, was I' fused pa...tly because of short ges but also

because it s emed a pos. ible start for a para-military
or niz tion. The Sunday befot'Et Christmas 1945, The
Falcons pre ent d a " unday Worning Music Concert" with
the outh ~sic and and young actors of the municipal
theatr , which wa attend d b ov r 800 people. purlng
the Cht'istmas Se son thev distributed hand-made toys and
all kinds of biscuit to several thou~and destitut
chlldr~n. 30m groups had made doll theatres and arr nged
doll-play for the children. The Falcon had work d
prodiglou ly for their Ch~istmas programme and had raise~

nou h funds to pay thei~ expenses. The members were
very enthusiastic about the help ivan by the British
Red Cross and seemed v ry happy. This as not strange
for Youth ovements had be n al ays popular in Germany,
even b fore Hitler set up his elaborat pro amme.

110. The Gra ter DortmUnd Youth ovement, the chief
rival of th Falcons, as founded by th leaders of a roup
which had b en bsorbed by th ational So a i t elf r
in 1933. The programm of th Great r Dortmund wa more



rious and up-to-da¢e than that or the Falcons. They
insi ted that no youth in their movement should be
bound to th politics of any party. but that all hould work at
th portant task of preparing the way for an. democratic
form of life. Their groups met twice a w ek and studied
mu io, rts, languages and foreign aff irs. The Gre ter
Dart und Youth Movement was in the organiz tion phas and
th ir activitie were somewhat limited but with the passage
of time both organizations may help to form a good German
d mocratic yo~th. It 111 be pretty hard for certain
young Germans to lose their mentality of sup riority even
among their country-m n. Both Military Government and
British Red Crosil were surprised at the progre s made in
so short III time

111. There 'as con iderable tension between th
move ents; h Gre tar Dortmund Youth ovement clatBing
that T Falcon were u8ing their organization 88 a
training ground for party leaders. Inquiries made by
the ilitary overnment into the matter declared that
the claims werd unjustifi d but special instructions
wer iss ed by the Military Government to ke p a close
check on th activities of all Youth ovement. This
supervision wa later turn d over to the Briti h Rea
Cross when they 8tart d to work in the Zone.

112. Th C tholics and Evan elical Churches had not
asked p rmission trom the Military Gover nt to reopen
th lr outh ovements wh n I left. Caritas Verband had
op ned a camp n r lunster, where over 4.000 youths from
the 'hrmacht had been sent to b re-educated 1n Church
principle and democratic ideals. There were a few
of thes camp 1n Westphalia and the churches had really
done some good work there. oth Churches w re very
au piciou 0 thesG new Yo-11th Movements foaring that they
might detract from the work of the Church s as Hitler'
Youth had done before the ar

(PUBLIC AS I T TOE RELI .)

113. Public elfa~e programmes in Germany included
all governmental activitie tor th pro.vention and tr at­
me t of d pdnde cy, neglect. d linquency. crim and
physical and ent 1 handicap. It also mbraced the
v rious typ s of assistancv, such as general assistance,

rk r Ii f, sslstance to speci 1 groups and th new
typ, 01' aid m de necessary by the are Th.... legal
rrw48work for all public elfare w s provided by the
Conatitution of . elmar Republic. The two basic law8
of public elf re r mained under the Nazi Re tme and
rormed the framework within which 101fare work was car­
ri d out althOUgh changes had been made since 1933 in
re ard to administrative centr liz tion and the con-
e ption under whic it w s extended. The treatm nt of
the needy was no longer d termined by the individual'8
n d but by the value of the indivldu to th community
as jUdged by the Nation 1 Socialist tandard. The Nazis
h c ntraliz If re so they could control it more
eas lYe The State and District welfaro a encies had
cha g of public assistance on t e basis of the Third ax
Emergency Order of 14 Feb 24. Their resouroes consisted
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of Federal contributions made on the basis of bUdgetary
alloc tions of th proceeds of certain taxes, etc, and
·sub~idies from the Reich, the stat 8 and communities.

114. Upon 0 r arrival, special instructions r
r ceived from t e Finance nd Prop rty Control Branch of
Internal Administration and Co unlcation Division ot
Control Co iasion Germany, that th German Provinci 1
elf re hould continue to pay th xistlng rat s of

r lief until furth r notice. ilit ry overnment 0 Id
not issue ne ret until a survey had been made of the
money in banks and or how many people wera workin or
unemplo ed. heavy indu try had been destroyed 01' para­
lysed when we arrived, and trade was almost ~t a complete
tandstill. To check th black market and to provent

the co t ot" Ii ing froId rising unduly, lUlltary Gov rn­
ment establish d a price control board for food, housing,
tc. 1"ly / of the population of the Ruhr area as

receivin reI! f, and the 1 ck of housing facllitie and
tIe 0 'for~ of IIi soldiers to buy certain luxury ioods
made inflation a r 1 dang r. The ordinary fur~org.

race dur~ngthe azi re:im had been as follows:

(a) an and wife 40 Reich ark pE'r onth
(b) Child Q er 16 20-25 " tt " "
(0) Child under 16 15-20 " " " "
(d) Rent 50 " " " "

) The local elief official could mak
addltlonal allowanc s fo food, fuel,
li ht and clothing repair •

Rates of ursorg ere formerly dependent on the standing
of the Indivi~ual in the Qzl Party; disabl&d 3.8. and
oldiars' idow gettin the highest rates. A sm 11

family 1n a country illage could receive more money
than a bi family in an l.l.rban oentre. if ' hey were good
,.az18. I fact m ny members of the Party had nev

or ed, recelvin a sp cial rate of fursorge a salary.
A searching in u ry had b en made by the 'Military
Governm nt into th rates paid by the furao Be and it
as decidf9d to establish a tl ean Te tn. Previou d­

duction of sp ci 1 ta on working people and on those
who had a spec:i.fied incom wa mane to maiI1tain the
fursorge.

115. illtary Government in th itiah Zone as
trying ~o produce a b 1 need bu get, from provincial
es~imates and fur orge requlr ment ould take on - i . th
of th ~ot 1 r venue of the Zone. In every province
th re ere vari tions in tha rules governing the payment
of f rsorge and th oommittee w~shed the province to
submit p~oposals for:

(a) a minimun universal rate of fursorgo,

(b) th ximum amount hieh any indiv dual
might have in property, invisible or
isible a sots, and still be eli ible
or furaorge.

The Provincial Welfare Iluthoriti s
to submit these acts and f1 ures.

ere lvon tree weeks
It w s understood

•
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that th re could be'no modifioation of a fixed rate and
hile the different,' province had dif'f r nt oonditio~s

to take into account, estphalia fixed a sum n c s ary
to purc. se food al[ow d on the ration cards and little
over :for oth r non-rationed purol 30S. Th existing rate
for an adult w s 30 ',to 40 Reich ark per oek and 20
for children per we~k. Queltionna1resware forvarded to
vory Military Govern ent detaohment for th erman officials

to fill in the present rates. upe01al r to were su ­
pended orth .:th nd n1y tl...e re ··ular rate s to b
paid untJ1 f\rth,r no 1c. See Appx "n"
116. A lClonth after the sendin of the "ileana Test"
to Gar n Offici ls, reports be an to come in Rnd t.hey ware
ch eked by our branch, a copy k pt for our records and
th others sent to Pub110 ~ lfare 'ranch at IntBrnal
Admini tration nd CO~'unlcation D1vision for furth r
con ide tion ulti1 a m1n~a and maximum r te could b
approved by Control Comlission. German eltare authorities
reported that the~ had been no recrimination at the
reduotion of tLe rates among the po ulatlon. It was
the policy of the untr01 Commission, rmany, that the
rate 1n the Ruhr should be r ised and t ose in th
rural district decreased because of th co t of livIn nd
th d stroyed area~. In the rural istricts undamaged
towns _ot th same rates as ural d~stricts. Towns such
as ~unster, Padorborn, etc, hich h d b en completely
destroye r to receive th arne r t as towns in the Ruhr.

VICTI OF NAZISM

117. In the f 11 of 1945 a fo ex-ir~ates of con-
e ntration camps h.d formed a 'ied r tmachtun Kommittee
('lostitution Co.mmitt e for the x v ct s 1. nzism) ith
their He d uart "'s In tho City of unster and branch s
in other cities. The memb r of th new ssociatlon ere

11 p rSOl1S, who haJ bo n in concentl'ation camps, Jews.
pr.iests, h If....Jews 0 Germ ns ho had been Imp:t'ison d
beoause they listen d to t ~ ._.C., c r~ied out espionnage
cr 8abot g , deserted the hr acht or de oont at Ith
foreign persons Th ir cl~1ms • ay have b en ju tified
b' t the .' to h e u ad If re as camouf'lae,e to l' orm
a ne~ pollt~al p rty. Th cO~1ittee had b n op ratin
for over !nonth, i thout th kno ~13dge o:f th ilitary
Gov nm nt, and some members of th committee had a ready
xpelled orman £amillos £rom. their ho os, t klng

po SftS ion of heir furniture and po sonal belon~in s for
th lr ~ bers with a special identification card, nd
1though th only identification card reoognized by the

Military Gov rnment ld tue Military Authoritl s was the
one i_su.ed by th German Civili n Governm nt approved
by the lilltary Governm nt, th pr~sident of the committee
ha d clared th.t cis cRrds hac been approved and re­
cognized by the nllit ry over~~ nt as identification
c rds. A p cial para r ph rltten at tuo bottom
o the card ~aying th t th b ar~r of th card had
priority on food) clothes, fuel, housing, position
eto. '
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118. e were warned of these activities by the
ritish ield Security ection in tunster, for many ~ rman

f °li s h d co plained to the Section and a f w of
th ir m mbers'had been summon d to the S curity Offic r
for information d when ask d for their icentification
th y produced th ir member hip card sayin that th
. If r r ch of the ilitary Government had pproved

of it. at once dented this and had the m mbers
brou ' t to our branch for further questioning. V warned
th~m th t these c r s °ere orthless and I summone err
Kunz, the pr sidolt of the committee, and warn him that
practice of issuing cards must cease fOI'thwith and the
cowmittee b d ssolved. They r~dbeen promising all'
kinds of impossible thln~s to their memb0rs. Two German
Ps.O•• working in labour tm t d b en told that on
applic tion to theIr Officer Corom ndin with their m m­
bership cards they would be discharged from the hr-'
Macht t once. See Appx "~"

11 • The co~ittee levi~d no fees b't the dir ctora
ap e r d to have ~lackmail·d the -erman official to fin-
ance their mov mente foun out after inquiries
th t th director ~a~ been known as an erous politician
b foro 1933 and the Nazi& had tak n no cae s wjth them.
On of them, a m mber of th 01 politIcal party before
1933, had ·oin d t e Qzis and rna a collection 9. on at
the old party emb rs.saying it Via r.or th ir 01 party
to fi ht _"aziom. e brou t his colle ction to the &zi
officials, where a check proved that he had kept half
of the mon y. He s.sentenced to 12 years in con­
centration camp.

120. A few weeks lat r, their repr ssntative in
ortmund pre nted n application to fOl~ loc 1 titution

Co~nitte under the Military Governm nt. In the m n-
tim. , we h d received a con Idential lutt r fro!ll our
llecdq art~ft5 in Ui e that soon a Zonal oliey - o. 20
• w~s to be reI a ad for ex-inmates of cone ntration
camps an th fo~ation of the Special Kreis a i tanc
Committee. I expl lned to Terr Gebon the p cial
proceduro that had to be ,0110' to have h-a co itt ~

app~ov d and pointe' out that till he co plied with th
rules it was po i Ie to' allow the society to operate.
Aft r all the warnin s he ent to Bee the Oberprasldent
(The German Governor of the Province) to have hi com­
mit-tee ap;roved by the ilitary Gov~rnment. he Ob r­
prasideht had ivan him B me ncouragem nt but no 1
round th t Herr G boni a tryin to ak a politeal
capital fro this or an1zation fer the prOVincial 1 ctlon.
in the s er of 1946. ~hi5 8 confirmed by the Publio
Safety ranch who reporte f'ter our inQ.uiry that the
whole thin was a scheme to form a ne politic party
ueing welrare a a c.amoufle.ge. See APPX8 "F" _ n J"

121., In ovember 1945 we Is8u d'Zone Policy No.
29 - peci 1 Asslstanc fOT ex-inmates 0 concentration
camps - ith instructions for forlll tion of the Kr 1
S cial A si t nc Co~~ltte s. As thi in ~ruetion
wa compllcat deer obli ed to explain it vary
01 rly to th German authoritie. Cop! s of the in truc­
tions r forwa_ded to very Iltary Uovennment D _
t chm nt In the provine , and through the German CIvilian
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Government under the Oberprasident of Westphalia to the
mayor of every city, town or village. A special pro­
clamation was posted allover the province in English
and German notifying ex-inmates of concentration camps,
to, that they had a period of two oalendar months to

pres nt their claims to the Kreis Special Assistance Com­
mitte. The German Governmental authorities thought
at first that this proclamation was only to apply to
those who had actually been in concentration camps, but
we explained that it applied to all those who had b. n
victtms of Nazis persecutions - those who had been sent
to jailor other institutions of continement as w 11 as
their widows, orphans and dependents For example H.rr
Gronosky, who for years had b.en the Oberprasident ot
the province ot Westphalis, was dismissed without pen­
sion when Hitler oame into power and b came complet.ly
destitute This scheme was intended to help those who
had sutfere~not only on humanitarian grounds, but also
to show th Germans that those who had suttered in their
opposition to asis. would be reasonab17 reoompensed

. In each Kreis of the provinc. the Burgeirmeister or Lan­
drat was to set up a oommitte. call.d the Kreis Special
A sistance Committe. Kilitary Governaent was r.sponsible
to s ee that these oommittees were s.t up, that eTe~

member was tragebogen and screened by the Publio Safety
Officer of the Kreis D tachm nt. See Appx UK"

122. A few weeks later, I asked the Oberprasident
about formation of the committees only to learn that
nothing had been done y.t. He stated that h. mad. a
special appendix of 20 pages to our Instructi n 0 20.
When I asked who had given permi sion to chang. thes.
instructions he said that this was a German matter. I
explain d htm that the matter was already complicated
without making it worse but we forwarded a oOP7 of his
appendix to our Headquarters branch at Internal Admin­
istration and Communications Division where it was re­
jected. Other provincial committ es had already begun
to fUnction sO I instructed all our Military Governaent
Detaohment that the committees should be put to work
forthwith and reports forwarded to our Headquarters

123. A week lat.r, the Oberprasldent oame into our
office to know if it would be possible to form a Pro­
vincial Board of Appeal to r vise the decision of the
Kreis Speoial Assi tance C itte it th cl tBant felt
the decision of the Committee adverse. I explained that
clatmants had the right of appeal to the local Military
Gover.nm~nt Detachment within 14 days of an adverse
decision being given. Detachments receiving the.e
appeals could eitter uphold or rever • the decision ot
the Kreis Special A sistance Committ e. Ki1itary Govern­
m nt mi ht int rvene on their own authority and quash
an decision of the committee without appeal If the
local Detachment found it impossible to give d ciaion
the c se should be referred to the Provincial elfare
Branch Headquarters. A few days later, the Briti h
Executive Officer for German Control came to my office
asking authorisation for th Db rpra ident to tor.a
his Provincial Board of, Appeal as the ~i8h of the Com
manding Officer. I explained to Kajor Emck that the
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instructions were not political but Military Government
rulings and rererred hi. Orricer Commanding to our Bead­
quarters in Bunde who rerused the local board.

OPERATIO OF THE OFPICIA~ ASSISTANCE COMMITTEES

124. The Committees consisted ot, one legal re-
presentative (chairman), one member ot the public, on
ex-inmate or cone ntration camp or, in a Kreis where such
a person 1s not available, one person who had actively
opposed the Nazi regime or surtered at it. hands, 'or a
m ber ot the Ireis nominated council. Our committee.
operated very well, only two appeals were submitted to
our ofric and they were very special case... The re.
members round inacceptable to Military Government were
at once r~placed. The great question was eligibility
tor assi tance. An ex-inmate ot concentration camp,
providing that he was not living In a Displaced Person.
Camp, was eligible tor special assistance,

(a) it he wa a displaced person or un­
det rmined nationality;

(b) was a displaced person or a state which
had remained neutral during th war;

(c) was an enemy or ex-enemy national who had
been sentenced ror imprisonm nt for anyone
or more of the tollowing rea ons:

(i) beau e he offended against Nazi
la.. or racial doctrines,

(ii) because he had religious convictions
or belonged to a religiou organization
which conflicted with Bazi laws or
policy,

(iii) ~ecause hehelonged to a political
party actively opposed to the azi.
or resisted joining the party.

125. A pecial clause had been in.erted to prevent
the following categories trom applying for this reliet:

(a) ex- ctiv members of the party;

(b) mutinou me bers of the chtJ

(c) those detain d solely because they had
had a s ctlonal quarrel with the azi
party, e.g. persons detained for being
involved, or detained in connection with
recent purges of the Nazi Party. (In
very exceptional cases ilitary Governm nt
approved Special Assistance f or such
people.)

(d) Those who had been detain d under the
German criminal Laws. (any person. had
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been det in d for reason other than those
for which they were officially charged
and these persons could apply to Kilitary
Goverment for a review of their cases,

() Those who. while in a concentration camp.
assisted in the punishment or' persecution
of other inmates}

(f) Those. who. sinoe the ocoupation. had been
tried by a military or civilian court and
sentenced to imprisonment. (Persons ot
this categorr who appealed to Militarr
Government were judged: on their merits and
the claim of a person imprisoned for a
'mall matter like a br ach of curfew in

'mitigating circumstances might w 11 be
upheld.)

126. Claims were to be made only to the committee of
the Kreis in which the applicant normally resided. This
mad it ea ier for the committee to verify the clata••

, The burden of proof of eligibility ,for special ben fit.
rested with the claimants, whose claims had to be endorsed
by one of the followings

(a) Any Britiah Officer of ilitary Govern-
ment erving with a Kreis Detachment;

(b) German Police Authoritie J

(c) Priests, or Ministers of religion;

(d) Judicial officials. lawyers, notarie •

As, similar organizations had been set up in other aones. it
was easy for th m to, verify the true position of the claimants.

127. A successful.claimant was entitled to the
followings

(a) Rations as medium heavy-workersJ

(b) Priority on housing for himself and hi.
family;

(c) Priority of employment if found fit for
work (many came back in such state that
they will be never able tow ork again);

(d) Financial aid of 50~ more than the
ordinary Public Assistance Relief Rate,
with a r asonable allowance for rent.
to apply to the whole family of the
claimant. If the claimant refused to
work he could be • ubmitted to a Mean.
Test. Th duration of relief was 26 week••
to be oontinued only after a Means Test un­
le8s the applicant proved his inability
to work. Per ons who qualified and had
suffered phy8ical and mental injury ot
per.manent or emi-permanent nature were

eligible for an indefinite period SUbject
to annual review.
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St tistics showing the number of applications, number
interviewed, number waiti interview and nUDlb r to who
b nefits had b en granted as at the la t day of the month,
wer forwarded by the Kreis Special Ass1.tanc Committee
through eltare channels to ·lTovince level. From there
they were passed 1nto British channels apd forwarded to
Internal Administration and -'Communications Division
(public He81th and Welfare Branch) pending the formation
of a tatical Bureau at Main Headquar~ C r 1 C •
m1 ion for G rman,.. For text- ot Inat. No.20, See Appx ttL"

PLANS FOR COIOOJliAL FEEDDJG

128. On 20 Aug 45 a meeting was held at the C1t,.
Hall ot Dortmund tor all the Weltare Organ1z tion in
the Ruhr D1 trict, twelve towns 1n all being represented.
Th main problem of this meeting was to find a way to
t ed people if no coal was to be released to individual.
for the coming winter of 1945. They discussed mean to
e tabli h communal kitchen which could provide a bal­
anced d1et of a high r caloric value than famil,. cooking
could provide und r the pr sent circumstances. A
standard of 1800 calories was considered a desirable figure
to establish. In the course of the meeting I ..ked for
an outline of the proposals for my personal consideration
a I w 11 knew .ome difticUlties which would ari e. For
example, Military Gove ent had frozen all kitchen equip­
ment for inventory purpos s and nothing could b done
until rele e wa effected.

129. The meeting approved the appoint ent of Dr
Gross -Boyman, who had been in charge of communal teeding
during the bombing of the Ruhr-Westphalian District, as
dir ctor with other director of weltar asaoci tion
of the Ruhr District and mye lt as representative ot
Military Government to assist h~. The g neral plan,
which was drawn up and operated by German authorities
under Military Government supervision, called for the
establi hment of pUblic aoup kitchens, communal kitchen.
and field itchens, the latter b ing con idered important
in case ot epidemic which might require isolation ot
large groups. A weekly rate ot three and a halr Reich ark.
wa laid down as the official price for al••

130. The food office w re prep red to grant certain
additional rations beyond the usual allotments £or char­
itable inatitution in community. The xpanslon ot
the pUblic kitchens was poss1bl , but the Germans eem d
to be too proud to go to those kitchens for food. The
ao-called Community kitchena, de tined to t ed prof .­
aional people, were mor popular than the pUblic kitchens.
The heavy and medium workers in the factor1es were taken
car of by th works kitchen under Militarr Government
supervi ion but there was not utticient car of the
normal consumption rations of the ordinary worker. who
w re without cook1ng apparatus of their own, or lived too.
far from their working places. Military Gover.nment was
asked to give sp cial consideration to the expansion of
the community kitchen.



131. On 27 Aug 45 another meeting was held at the
City Hall ot Recklinghausen where all the representatives
or the welfare association. were present. The scheme for
communal f eding was submitted by Dr Grosse-B0Yman
and his welfare a sociates tor consideration by Military
Government. A long list of requirements was handed over
for approval by Military Government. The most urgent
items were oooking vessels, stoves, insulated vessels
for food transportation, kitchen installations, ruel tor
stoves, taft ration , transport, finanoial requirements,
etc. We made a hort survey of the situation and decided·
that in view of the si.e ot the oheme it would be better
to delay communal feeding until Military Government had
given the matter serious con ideration. .eanwhile
hospitals an charitable organisations, which had soup
kitchens and communal f eding centres for the poor, old,
1nfirmed, and for those having no cooking facilitie ,
should continue their work. To giv an idea of the size
of the scheme the following e~~pts from the requir ments
are presented,

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(r)
(g)
(h)
(i)

546 stoves.
18,200 vessels for tran ortatlon
iO,OOO kilos coal per day
182 chief cooks
10~3 oooks
'7,500 assistants
182 5 ton lorries
250,320 kilos of potatoes daily
65,520 kilos vegetables.

The weekly expense of feeding 950,000 people per day was
estimated at 182,000 Rich Marks.

132. Upon my return to our det chment, I submitted
the cheme to the North German Coal Control Branch tor
oonsideration. They judg d the scheme too big and re­
terred it to the Headquarters of the North German Oontrol
Commission for Germany at Eesen. There we were told the
scheme must first have the approval of the Food and
Agrioulture Headquarters at Minden, Headquarters tor the
whole British Zone. I went to Minden and had an inter­
view with the Director of the Food and Agricultur
Branch who refused to take the responsibility Every
branch of Military Government s emed to be 1n favour of
it but nobody wanted to place the plan before General
Montgom ry who alone could have made the decision.

133. I warned the Food and Agriculture and other
branche of Military Gover.nment that sooner or later this
scheme would have to be adopted. As I travelled through
the Province, visiting and insp cting in tltutions, I
saw thousands of Germans going to the tarmers, buying
tood and reselling it at black market prices in the
big cities. Military Government authorities warned the
German Civilian Government of the matter but it was
impossible for them to cope with the lituation due to
the lack cf police to watch th roads for delinquents.
Rural Districts had mor food - in fact certain districts
had a surplus of tood which they could not export due
to the lack of transportation, particularly refrigerator
oar to move meat and fish to the urban areas. On 18



Dec 45 a" sp cial meeting was h ld at tpe O~~ic of the
Deput7 Military Governor (British Zone). located in the
Tax House at Lubbecke. concerning communal feeding tor
the whole Zone. Representativ s of the Welfare and Food
and Agricultur Branches ~rom every province in the
Zone were present. It was agreed that communal f eding
could be adopted bett r on a local than a Zone or Provincial
basis. It was recommended for the most serious17 damaged
Ruhr area wbere domestic cooking facilities had b en
largely destroyed. Any acheme for a larger ar a wa
abandoned. There was a great lack of containers so I
made a plea that all Wehrmacht field kitchens be released
as oon as possible ~or communal feeding. Spaoial fuel
allowances were made by the North German Coal Control
Commission and elfar Organizations were notified ot
the proc dure to obtain extra fuel for this purpos • See Appx "M"
1~4 In spit of tho e local etforts ~ood cal ria
values decr ased steadily all winter until b.J April 1~46

they had tall n to between 1.000 and 1.200 calories per"
day_ When 11ft G rmany early in April 1~46. Military
Gov rnment wa till seriously considering plans to put
the communal te ding into oper tion. If thi acheme
had been adopted in th early atage o~ occupation. he
German food calories n ed never have ~allen to 1,000
calories a d y. Both ~ood and fuel would have been used
more economically and th people would have b n ~itted.

lZ5. As a result ot our reports to th NOrth Ger­
man Coal Control Commis ion Headquarters at Es en a fuel
allowance of 75 kilo o~ coal per month wa allocated to
each member ot ach family in the Ruhr District. Later
it ... aa decided by Internal Administration and Communications
Division o~ Control Commission tor Germany that fuel
allowances for Institutions should be made by Public Health
and Welfare in each Province, throl1gh the German Coal
Control Branch, at Provincial lev 1. The allocation
was 75 kilos of coal per month ~or eac bed in ach
in titution. Requests tor coal were to be made througp
the Landr t of each Kreis and forwarded to our Branch
~or approval. Rural towns and village were getting
their ~el tr~m th woods located nearby_

SCHOOL FEEDDlG

1~6. On 15 ~an .6, a special meeting wa held at
the Headquarters ot th Food and A iculture to discuss
achool teeding which had become one of th most urgent
problems in our zone especially in estphalia and Hamburg.
The meeting wanted to increase the ration by 300 to 400
more calories to 2,000 per day tor many children had ao
little resistance that they had been unable to attend.
The scheme was to be op r t d jointly by Educational
and ~l~are Branches, ot the Milit ry Gov rnm nt. altare
waa to provide all cooking app r tus and tuel,and Education
to arrange for food to be imported trom England and sold
to th~ German provincial authorities for school on17_
It wa to b resold to th German a chol rs at a v ry low
pric
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137. vi ited'Colon 1 ilson. R.C.O. at 1st Corpa,
in charge of all the captured stores, to get captured
cooking apparatus for this purpose. Special authority
was gr nt d to have all the cooking appar tus fro Sal~
vage Depot relsased to G rman elfare Organizations.
Thousand of thermos veasels w re n~eded to tran port food
from the centr 1 kitchen in each to to t he school and
special permi sion was granted by the Hardware Section
of Industry Branch to requisition German hardware fir.ms
to manufacture as muny a we needed for our 8 cheme.
This scheme worked fairly well for 400.000 8cholars who
had school to att nd. Most of the original buildings
in the big towns had been destroyed by.ai~ raids and
any available structures or huts were being used as schools.
School children between the ges of 6 and 12 were given
.00 calories a day and those between tho ag of 12 and
16 500 calorie ebove their regular rations. At fir t
the suppl mentary calories consisted of milk and bis-
cuits, lat r good pulse soup with meat stock every
morning for six days a week. Our branch worked clo ly
with the Educational and food and A ricultu~e Branches. Ger­
man weltare organization were in charge of feading in
the schools, Carita3 Verband for Catholic Schools, Inner
Mission for Protestant Schools, Arbeit Wohlfahrt and
German Red Cross for other schools. Th teacher ot
each class was responsible for the health of the children
and was instructed to avoid waste and to see that ach
child had got the shar. that h had paid for. In the
beginning. w ekly inspection of the school kitchens
as made jointly by Education and alfar. Branches.

Later it cam under the supervi ion. of the German School
Authoriti s for the Province. The International, rltish
Swedish and Swiss Red Cross had undertak n the task of
fe ding children until they reached school age. See
be~ow paras 148-9.

1~8. Early in February 1~.6 I visit d con 6 (Feod
and A rlculture Branchb H adquarters for the whole Zone,
about the shortage of milk in our province. The Colonel
in charge explained that there was plenty of milk in the
province but th farmer had no containers to end it to
the cities and used it to feed the pigs. There were
millions of pounJs of butter in storage but no wax
paper or container to put- the butter in. There were
no jars or containers for millions of pounds of marmalad

a they had the G rman prisoners of war clean millions
of glass min s of their expl08ive and us d them a I
contain rs. To add to our worri s early in F bru ry
1~46 .e had the eser River flood, which inundated the
valley and d strayed million of tons of food.

RED CROSS SURVEY CF THE SITUATION

13~. At the beginning of September 1945 • J.C.
Wood of the British Red Cross Headquart rs at Vlotho
w s attached as Ii ison officer for the Provinc of
estphalia to the Public Health and eltare Branch ot

our Detachment Hi. mission was to make survey of
the existing conditions in the estphalian Ruhr In view
of possible deployment of British Red Cross t am. in the
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area •. Befor his d parture for th Ruhr district, Mr.
'ood had cont cted every director of each German I lfare

o_ganlzation to ~t personal vi ws on the existing con.ition ,
nd 1 tt r of introduction to their representatives in the

Ruhr. For two weeks h had gathered information and
s~udied the situ tion on first hand. Previous reports
to the British Red Cross Headquart rs had pointed out
th gr vit,. of the Ruhr problems and a sked for s istanc •
Mr ood's r port indicate~ 1,250,000 p rsons living in
tw Ive town where the houses were between 2.~ and 7.~
de troyed or damaged, people short ot coal, clothing,
druga, transport and seldom g tting their full rations.
Th general itu tion of the civilian population had ta­
proved little since our arrival, German welfare organ­
izationa had really done good work in taking ca or
tho e in titutiona but there was also the neral oivilian
population to be taken care ot. The Officer Commanding ot
our branch, Lt-Col Rea, recommended that the first teams
should concentrate on the Ruhr towna, whioh wer not
surround d by rural areaa and where the population was
entlr 1,. d P ndent on the ffectiv eas of the local
au horitles and Militar,. Govern.ent to supply th.ir n ds.
Dortmund, Boohum, Gelsenkirchen, nd Hagen ha been'
aelecte aa the four wor t towns in the distriot. In
the more rura~ oommunities private enterpri e would
prevent the greate t hardshlpa

140. The following note on the general situation
in the Ruhr app ared in both r ports e

( ) ~'Coal was the key ton of reliet.
Unle s coal wa made available n much larger
quant1ties for essential services, tnwn
authorities said that the,. could not carr,. on.
At the Constantine Min , Bochum, ther • re
180,000 tons ot oke and 70,000 tons ot coal
at the urface but it could not be touched
b caua it was allott d for reparations to
France, Holland and Belgium. Militar,. Govern­
ment commanders had tried every appeal but
still could not g t coal released even tor
e s ntial services.

() HOUS1nf' The itu tiOD was desperate •
many were 1 ving 1n c lIars and air raid
shelters unsuitable for the coming winter.
The tollowing rem dies were suggest dl In­
t naive recon truction, temporary dwelling.
(ni s.n huts, etc) trom Army source., or
evacuation to oountry districts. There were
plenty of trees in Germany and lumber wa
available but there was no tran tatl0
The Foreat Seotlon ot the Food and Agriculture
Branch had a winter scheme tor cutting tre s
in the Ger.man forests to make wood to~ th
summer of 1~.6 but that did not help now.

(0) Hospitals. any had b en d tr07ed or
badly damaged with consequent loss ot equip­
ment. U ually there w renot nough b ds to

oCaMmod te current ca es comfortabl,. I t
lone to m intain a re.erv against epid mios.
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It was ditficult to g t drugs and drea.ings,
sufficient taff or enou ambulanc nd general
transport.

<d) ass Feedings (See also para 128~~5) he
scheme of mass reeding of 1,360,000 p ople per
day was still under discussion when Mr ood s
r port was presented. If carried thra~gh thia
would have sav d a 1 rge precentage of the
coal which was issued to individuals tor cook­
in~. Against that apparent saving w r the
on.iderationa that home-cooking warms a room,

tamil,. life i8 maintained, long queillg-up i.
avoid d and meal. are mar palatable. Communal
feeding was recommended for c rtain clasa.s of
people: tran ient and needy people, ~eople

with no home cooking facilities ar mploY'ed
aw 1 from home and the sick, aged and crippled.-.
Communal kitchens were already in operation in
many towns for these group••

<e) Mass Evacuation: The idea of aa
evacUatIon or the towns was looked on with
dr ad b,. the urban dwellers. "Better die here
than to be the slave ot a fanaer" was their
expression. Mar.y agr ed to the wisdom and the
need of evacuation, but said it was not for
thea. There lingered a distruat of thel~

own otficials and both Ger.man evacuee and
refuge s told us bout the toughness and wick­
edness ot the German f rom r.

141. The following directive for the information
of Red Cross teams w s presented to a meting of tl. Publlc
Health and Weltare Branch, th British Red Cros liaison
officer and th D tacbment Commanders.

(i) The needs of the big town in order r
immediate priority ar :

(a) coal
(b) bulldlng mat rial
(c) aasured food suPp17
(d) clothing
( ) medical supplies

(li) In view of the re ources tour di po a1
the teams' mo t v luable contribution
Yould be transport for:

Ca>
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(t)

collection of food for hospital
and communal kitchens
Hospital ambulance service
collection and delivery of bUilding
materials for repairs
vi iting establishments
evacuation of ohlldr8n and aged persona
a slstance to German R d Cro s Searoh
Bureau.

(iil) Liaison must be maintained between German
oharitable and welfare organisation& and
Military Government.



(iv) Full reports on conditions and develop­
ments must go to Headquarters to keep
the pUblic infor d.

(v)

(vi)

Mass feeding must be supervised as well
th distribution of the British Red

Cross auppli (dried milk, etc) if such
upplle are allowed to be di tribut d.

It was up to th individual members to
d velop their p rticular sphere and, if
necessal'Y, personn 1 ould b reshuffled
to ensure that only those who were raally
keen to do German relief work were so
used.

•

142. At this stag it would be absolutely useless
to send tams of li f workers only. cept in Bochum
no group said that they need d h~lp in looking aft r
childrenJ tney had plenty of suitable personnel fo~ that
job, The driving and maintenance of vehicles was a much
more valuable servic but a difficulty arose from a
B.A.O.R. order that no women of the Allied orces could
drive unaccompanied. Two ambulances doing 24 hour shift would
require at least three men or 1x women so fifty per cent
of the teams should be male. Th teams were warned that
oonditions would be' tough and that they must b prepared
to ~ccept bad billets, long hours and hear breaking work
with no thanks from those th y w re trying to help.
The ability to speak German well wa most important in
working with G rmans who do not want ch rity or condes­
cension, but do appreciate illing cooperation. Mr Wood
said in conclusions

ere repetition of such words as "Desper'at
plight", "into1erabl conditions" will not
serve to drive h0100 th faot that unless
large scale m~. of relief are und rt ken
hundreds of thousands will b lett to d1e
among the ruins under which their families
still l1e buried. I belleve the municipal
authoritie wh n they say they can only
oarry on anoth r tWQ months under the present
conditions.

14~. Th followin ree endationa were forwarded
to the British Red Cros Headquarter. to Public Health
and Welfare Branch H adqu rt rs at Internal Ada1nistratlon
and Communications Divi ion, Control Commission Ger.aany
and all other branohes concerned for their information:

(a) One team or itish Red Cross should be
sent aa 800n a possible to each of the fol­
lOWing towns: Dortmund, Bochum, Gelsenkircheri
and Hagen.

(b) Lt-Ool Rea~ Orricer CommanJing of Publio
H alth and Welfare Branch at our Headquarters
would b notified of decisions tak n by the
British Red Cross •
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(c) Lt-Col Rea would notify Stadtkreis
ilitary Government Co ander as to the terms

of reference under id1teams would ork.
i.e. directly under Public Health and elfare
Branch at Provinci 1 leTel and at Regierung
Bezirke Detachment in oonjunction ith German
elfare authorities.

(d) Lt-Col Rea would end repres ntative
from eaoh team with a written sign 1 from
}07/08 D taohment to the Town MaJors concerned
in t1me to prepare acoommodation for teams.

RED CROSS HEADCJIARTERS AND ORGANIZATION

144. Lt-Col K.. ew, D.S.O., M.C., was the Com-
mending Officer of the 30 Brit i h Red -Cross te and also
Chief Supervisor for the Int rna tional aDd 8w dish Red
Cro 8S te , in the Brit ish Zo • The He dquarters,
stores, equipDl8nt and upp1ie s tor the British Red Cross
in the field ere located in the small town of Vlotho, on
th River eser, near Bad Oyenhau en, the Headquarters ot
B.A.O.R. International Red Cros, 0 had ten te in the
zone, al 0 had it suppl1e s and tores there. r. Burck-
hardt, Who had b en one of the Secr terie ot th Lea e
of Nations, wa appointed d1rector ot the International
Red Cros tor th British Zone and orked under Col Agnew.

145. International Red Cross supplies were trans-
ported by rail from Switzerland to Vlotho under the
proteotion of the Allied Forces. The Swedish Red Cross
Headquarters and supply stores were located in the small
town of LUbeoke, situated on the Baltic Sea, Wher they
received their suppl1e s from S eden by ship. They ha~

five regular teams working in the Brit ish ZOne and a
special' team to ow to the Germans how to assemble and
ereot portabl tel huts. An agreelDBnt had been signed
between the Red Cross Societies and the B.A.O.R. for the
purohase of ruel and oils and the repair and _inten-
ance ot their vehicles. Thi saved shipping spaoe and
e11Jll1nated th danger of fire. The teems in our zone oould
feed 25,000 Children one bowl of soup six days a week for an
indetinite period. They had over 200 tons of supplies at
Lubeoke for the ole zone to begin ith. It as onder-

, rul to see the Briti h, Swedish and the InternatioDB.l
Red Cros teams rk with the German,R d Cross like one
big family. The Red Cross Sooieties could not do all
the ork but they furnishe d tb gooda and the preparation
and distribution was done by the German Red Cross and
other welfare organizations. The oollaboration bet een
these organizations was s imply grand. By 1 ar 46 the
Province ot We tphalia h d 12 Brit h, ODe Intern tional
(Don SUisse) and two Swedish Red Cross teams so we had
the situation well in hand.

ORK OF THE INTERN TIONAL RED CROSS

146. The International Red Cross, besid B taking oare

..
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of the German population ith its Red Cross tams, had a
special taff to distribut parcels of tood, drugs, etc,
amongst th Allied Displaced Persons living in German
camps. Millions of parcels of the Allied Red Cross
Societies, hich had b en forwarded to th Allied Pri-

oners but not deliver d at th nd of th war, w r
brought to C~rrnany for dIstribution. ott n I wrote to
the International Red Cross _equesting set of clothes
for Displac d P r ons living in Garman towns and ach
time th olothin parcel wer ccompanied by p rc 1 ot
food. It &1 Q disp nsed most of the dru s and surgic 1
apparatus for th Displ ced Persons Camp Hospitals of al~

kinds. The Red Cross Societies had gained the esteem
and admiration of ilitary Governm nt, th rmy ot
Occupation and the German Welfare organizations but won
the hearts and respect ot the German population through
their devotion and charit7. Displaced Persons also
thought highly of the R d Cross for they were never re­
fused help wh n th y were in trouble. The Red Cro.s
teams haa esprit d corps, discipline, und r tanding and
char ty. It· as m rvelous to se~ teams of diff rent
countries and languages working with a spirit ot
Christi nity, charity, kindness knowing that the reward
tor their hum nltarian work might be only ingratitude.
any of the~ told us that most of the Germans h d been

very grat ful to them for their work.

147. From what w s in G rmany it would hay.
been bett r to giv th handling of th Di plao d Persons
and R fugees to the Red Cross Socl ties instead of to
U.~.R.R.A. This as not only my personal opinion
it was shared by many Military Government personnel who
felt that U.N••R.A. had been the eatest failure of all
the Allied org niz tion in occupi d Germ The Allied
A ies - American and British - took care of the repat­
riation of th 3,000,pOO people of e tern Europe, but
U.~ .R.R.A. claimed through th European R&dio in the tall
of 1945 that th y did the job. I had in Munster, in M7
ofric • documents and files which ould prov that the
repatri tion wa don by the Allied Armies tor the
'esten. p pI and for a part of the Ea tern people.

U.N.R.R.A. cam too late in the summer or 1945 to take
oharge of the Di placed Peraons camps, the bulk ot the
repatrl tion being already don. It was known amongst
the occupation troops as the political "Tower ot a-bel
of Europe".

ORK OF BRITISH RED CROSS

148. arly in November 1945 the first four British
Red Cross tams arrived in the Ruhr district to b stationed
in the owns or Dortmund, Bochum, Hagen and Gel enkirchen •
• any Red Cross workers r alized the ~ riousness ot the
situation only yfu n th y rriven, never hRving beli "led
it could b as bad as they had be n told. A it w s
impossibl for th t ams to be billeted in th centr ot

e towns th 7 were quartered wlth 11it r7 Goyernm n'
tor temporar7 acoommod tion, later being billeted In the
outskirts of the towns. The te • had 80me ear17 dlt-
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ficulty in g tting organiz d becaus of shortag at
storage space but those conditions ere soo remedied.

dieal and ealth oentre' and food oentres tor children,
moth rs and b bies w re op d in dift rent ection at

ch town, ~nd8r the sup rvi2ion of the tea s and with
p ronnel of the German welfare or aniz tionc. Childr n
were brou t ekly to the clinics where G rman doctor
a d nul' a av medical exa inations and di pensed
edicine r G. Special ea~e w s iven to xpectant

and ursing mother~, chllQre~ and b bie. The ost
serious proble waa inf nt mortality due to th laok ot
milk. The Jerman R d Cross had ug~e8t d that all b bi a

hould be breast red until conditions imp roved. It
a mother' milk wa too poor for the baby th . child was
h nded ov r to a et-nur e or a breaat-feeding moth r
who h d lost her child. This ayst m worked very well

nd aved thousands of lives among the babies. A pecial
f ding syste w s adopted by the British and G r n

d Cross for the mothers. All 'kind! of dlsea es weI
treat d in th clinics and serious 0 ses • _e sent to

,the hospital 1'or rth r" tr tent.

149 C ntre3 were al 0 op ned in the differ nt
towns her food wa distributed to childr n under the
care of the Ifaro organiz tions but supervised by the
British t .s. If the chil was too 3ick to come for
his food, doctor'a certlflc t ntltled th mother to
collect it. t the beginning, the Red Cross t s r~d

at th ir dispoa 1 200 tons of Paoific Packs for the
Ruhr di trlct in ddltioh to th ir other .tores and 8~P-'

pIl 8. The British Red Cross h d all kinds of dit­
fioulti s in the ttlng up of th food c rtres but
these were overcome quiokly Ith th coop l' tion of -el­
fa e .~r8nch of 111ta!'Y Government.

150. The work of th R d Cross team did not con-
sist solely of the 0 re of th slc and needy wl h
medicln s or food but also supply th G rman popul tlon
with materi Is for sewIng c rcl s wh r old clothes
could be repair d nd n w ones mad. ewing Machin
w r uppll d by th Red Cro s Socl.ties and ewing
clubs org nized in v ry di triot. The e were very .uch
appreolat~d by th erm n b aaus t hey had been hort
of sewing m t rial for so e tiMe. At first there
was a a rious lack of German Red Cross workers tor many
of those with experience had been diamls ed by the
ilitary Government tor their Nazi activlti.. Thia

waS 1n p rt overco e by the loan of pprentio workers
trom C rit Verband and Innere ssion welfar organ
lzations.

151. As mo t of the German R d Cross vehicles had
b en taken ov r by the tire service, their ambulance

, ervlce wa practically non-exl.tent and they warm17
welaomed the arrlval of oth r R d Cros ambulanoe••
Sine the fund of the G rman Soci ty had been fro.en by
11itary Government their op r ting funds ere almoat
ntir 17 obtained from the "T rit I" on transporting

patients in their mbul nc • and tlBywi hed to • e patients
oarried 1n •• C. vehlcles on their behalf st.il rly
charg d. Thi appear. here to b on standard pr ctice
except in th ca of emer ncl s for the .R.. (Ger.man
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Re cros) as sp ndin considerable sum of mon y on their
Se rch ur u p rsonnel and their first aid posts. The
former r9nder d in abl s r ice to th Germ pop-
ul tion, thou ds of chIldren having been cov r d and
brought b ck to th ir ramili 8 b th~ or nisation.
They also had roup orking ith th rltl h 11itary
authoriti s In ch rge of all the Oer Pri on r of War.

152. t 0 Briti b Red ~ross t am tatlon d in
the city of ortmu could provide 1000 c lorie daily
for bout 5,0 0 chi19ren. The British Red Cro s con­
tributed to the d velopm nt of one of a .~ It tonic d ­
signed to supply the vitamins lacking in th loc 1 diet.
This tonic which w s pr pared with th h Ip of the chief
chemist of the wcrId f ous rewery at Dortmund, had a
high caloric v Iu and was uoth nourishing and lat ble.
The team er 1n constant contact with th an
Ho pital and th It ra orga lzations, and be ide

11 their ordina y . lfare work they were in char of the
youth ov ment in sch town.

ORK OF SWISS ED CROSS

153. The Swi s cd Cross teams op rated in the
Cologne-Aach n distriot. Their ten superviaory units
in th British Zone had 10,000 children to b f d 1,000
calo~ies p r day for 100 d ya and 5,000 babies to et
on -balt llt~r ot mllk per day tor the same p rlod.
E ch unit h d 30 tons of supplies to at rt with including
100,000 metres ot cloth or all kinds, 100,000 metres
of under ear material, ten 80 ing circle huts for 20
women ach d 20 to 30 se'Ving ma-chines. Th y opar t d
self-contain d kitch ns Qnd feeding centres, all cook-.
ing apparatus ane upp1ies bing turnished by M 1itary
Governm nt.

ORK OFS, DISH RED CROSS

154. To r Iieva th housin situation in the
Cologn - Aachen districts t e S edish Red Cross h d
brOUght over 10,000 dismantled hut from S eden. The
huts wer made of light metal, ere wind nd r in
proo£ and qu te co fortable. Elght thou nd or them'
were set up in Cologne where the need as most acute.
The huts which could be assembled and s t up in tour
hours, h d tour larg~ bod rooms with three double dec ra
in each, a larg dining room, a kitchen and a bath :">00 •
A few of these huts were set up in the town of G1 db.ck.

Ora were suppose to arriv durin the summer of 1946.

SOME REPORTS ON RED C..\OSS

155. Th following extr ct tram the lnute ot a
e ting ot the G rman w If r organizations nd the Red

Cros Socl ti h Id in th town of Gladbeck on 8 Feb
46 ay be of int r t. Th e ting includ d r pr 8ent-
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at1v s of the German welfare organ1zations oper ting in
th to \ith one British and thr 0 S edish d Cross
r pr sontativen. Tho hairman, Dr enning, expr s ed
his heartfalt thanks to the repres ntatlv s of the Swedish
ned Cross in the name of the welfare organizations stating
loquently th t at the dlotri~utlon c ntres everyone had

sa n the happy faces of the ohildr n. Distribution ot
food a3 handled by two wed1sh vehicles and one town
v hiel. Be~che~ wer till lacking in certain dlstribution
c ntres, but th, could ~_e procured later. The girls
helping the centr were asked to bring ladies to h ~P

th m in t air ork b c us they had no exp r1ence. he
centr of Kamhowe was too small for over 400 ha to b
red th ra. As th re as no other possibility for feeding
the children t the Rosenhu el, the representative ~t

the R d Cross teams agre d that for the tim being the
children could take their food from Kampho e to their
ho GS. Cleaning mat rials for the centres could be
hardly provided by R d Cross 80 the German hostesses
wo ld hav~ to look after th cleaning themselves.

158. Th following ccount ot a regular mOijthly
meting of th Brit! h ~ d Cro s t am and the Public
He Ith nd Welf re Bran, lJ.' of Military Government"at
918 l1itary Gov rnm nt at ortmund provides further
illustration. Th meetingw under the ohairmans ip
of jor Batteruby, 6upported by Capt LaB~os3e and iss
Tor , the . ritish R d Cross Liaison Officer for the
Provinc" of Ve tphal.!. very team oommander W • ,ther
to pre ent his monthly report of activit1es, r quire­
l.lont in supplies and stor~s and the situation 1n the
loc 1 hospit Is, the local fo d situ tjon or t efriolency
of ch ritable or nizatlona. These m tings wer a~ a
r 8~lt of a deciaion that tTl G rman Ifare org n1zationa

h uld deal ith th local R d Cro te m in their is­
trict. rr the local team could not deal with any
m tter it could be referrod ~o Provincial R Cross
Liaison Officer who would ref r the atter to our Pro­
vincial Welfare Branch. All 5uch requosts were brought up
at the meeting and hen wa r turn d to our detachment .e
handed t.he ver to th br noh 8 concerned for the1r
consideration nd ap rov 1.

GE E L SITUATION IN E TPHALIA. JANUARY 1946

157. Tho 1'0110\ iog para1raphs are taken from a
r port on the general situ tio 1n the Province or

stpha11a at the beginning of 1946 prep red for Head­
quarters of Public Health and Welfare Branch Internal
Administration and Co!amunlc tiona Dlvl ion Control Com­
mission German,..

158. Our observations of the gener 1 state of
health and nouriShment, of clothing, heating and ooom­
modat10n 1nd1cat d gr at dl tr.~3 an' 19~ry, not only
among the transl nte and ev ouae but al~o among tHe
long-settled population. Mor over tbe Province ot
W atph l1a had been as ign between 800_000 and 900,000
refugee. trom Poland who wer soon to arrlv. Ev n the
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admirable efforts of the British,~edi8h and International
ad Oro ,tn Vat can and friendly countri s could not

ch n thin s much. Th dis r BS in the Rheini8h t-
.phallan industrial di trlct 1~ t w 11 produc a real
c t troph in th form of n epid mic Ithougb Public
H .lth and elfare Jr nch had taken precautions by r rving hos­
pitals wit food and medical supplias, hicb could b pu
in 0 eration 0 plet with personn 1 on 24 hours notice.
ortality among adults on account of tuberculosi , pneumonia,

and oth r dis a s, was larg 1y c us d by continued poor
nourishment. Th9 Germ ns calori e intake had b n very low

.in the t 0 I at years of the war, especially during Ir
raids hen they o£t n missed regular food and leep. They
ere shrn't of medioines nd ramedj s spocially sulfollamid,

medicine for the h art and c1 oulat on, insulin and
vit prep rations uch as Cod Liver Oil.

159. tioning had pr v nted st nd bu J but
th distrib tion in c lorias 3 still b low living tandard,

pecially with r g rd to fat qnd ggs. While th G r-
n offIcials re lized th world food situation, many

citizens thought th t w want t hem to die of starvation.

160 isting stores of: manuf cturing wor s had been
lrr.ost complvt ly de.troy d, and since th towns which did

the knitting war 1n the Russian Zone, it as virtu lly
impossible to get r brica. Th Jerm us thought that
ther w nough wool in England for export to G rmany.
It s curiou th t they co~ld not r aliz the world
itu tion on food, clothing and other co oditi Sj they

could not beli va that Canadians wer ration d for food,
0r t~t the lIs n oded coupons for cloth s. hey
exp ot d help in toad of the misery the r had brought.*·
~ven in th Ruhr here bomb damage was probably the worst
German welfaro organlzatiolls r port d th t their son me
fo~ rna s evacuation to the rural distrlct had be n re­
tus d by th uri> n opul tion of the dostroy d towns.
Consequently th xp 11 e from Poland wer s nt to the
mall towns nd village •

EXPELLE S FRO PO D

161. British ilitary Gov rnm nt had r d with
Polan th t the German expellees could bring with th
25 kilograms of their belonging - clothing, cooking
uten ils, etc - but re orts to our branch every day

t t d that they re arrivin ithout ven bagga •
Th r present tiv of Eva~elical 11£ rk r port d th t

ny h d lost all th ir posse.sion 8 en having their
luggage loot d on th tr in. his matt r was report d
by our branch to Majo -General G. ••• empl r ( ir ctor ot
Military Governm nt and Control Commission Germany).
It wa foun that the Pol soft n had not allo ed the

pellee to bring their cookin uten lIs, b dding, etc,
nd finally gu rd wer put on train. to proteot the

G rmana trom being looted. It i fared that individual
Poles did not r sp t the Goverr~enta' agre ment no' to
mole t the rues.

~ There was no ciyil disorder during the winter Gf 1946 in
Westphalia but Mil Gov had prepared precautionary instructions
whie appear as Appx liN"
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PRO BLEMS OF CLOTHING

162. In the summer ot 1945, 1st Corps ordered a
olothing levy amongst the German population in the Provinoe
ot lestphalia.an the British ZoDi. This was supervised
by the German Provinoial eltare. Teams ere organized to
make a house to ho oolleotion and also a olothing
oentre et up in e oh ard here the people could bring
their old olothes. From these oolleoting points the
g rments ere. taken by' lorries to oentral depot ere
they were sorted. in ditferent oategories. The levy wes
made tor the Displao d Persons spending the winter in
Gel"DUlIlY', the Expellees from Poland, evaouee end the
looal indigent. A quota set by Military GoTernme.t was
never re ohed. ost of the Di pI oed Persons· who had
been in Germany for years were in rags so e had to dress
t em rmly for the oom! inter even t the expen e of
the Germans. Only five per oent of the olothing levy was
allooated to the GerDEn popUlation, and. the situation was
further oomplioated by the arrival of the 1,500,000
German Expellees from Poland. Ifare Branoh Headquarters
at Bunde reported the t stores of olothing trom the levy
had all been allocated, and that there was no oentral
bank on ioh provinoes could draw. Provinoes could only
use their 0 n ssets and suoh olothi s they oould
persuade outside souroes to send them. any times at
welfare meetings German organizations protested indireotly
against the olothing levy. v ens;; r al 1's was that
they brought the Displaoed Persons here to work for
them and they must oare for the. The German Clergy
often r plied that the Nazis bad brought them to Germany
more for politioal motives than labour, most of them never
worked during their stay and the German oitizens h d h d
to take oare of them.

163. As the stores of the ehrmaoht ha b n im-
pounded by the Allie d Contro 1 Conm.is ion nothing could
be released until inventory a oomplete. At the begin­
ning of the releas of the ehrmaoht it was impossible to
dress the Ps.O, ., but later eaoh releasee was given a
double outfit, The orst shortage of olothes as in the
Ruhr Distriot where Displaced Persons, Russians a d
Poles had oompletely looted the distriot betore our rrivel.
During ·the orossing of the Rhine by the Allied orC\es
the popul tion of the Ruhr District had been evaouated
to small vill ge nd towns in th East nd South. As
ra materi Is for oloth n d been d stroyed by air
raids and rail ay communications e e badly dama ed, it
as i po ible, for the present, to manuf oture goods

eTen in the faotor'ies w icb ere intaot. There ere
fe big textile faotories in the town of uppertal and

fe in the small town of the unster rea. All the
main textile faotories were looated in the Russian
Zone.

164. Late in the fall ot 1945, the textile taotories
r -opened their doors under t e upervision of ilitary
Government an be n to produoe. In February 1946,
Milit ary Government be an the re lease of olothing thro h
the Landes irthsohaftsamt a f arendorf for the ovinoe
ot estphalla. Requests tor the release offabrios re
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made at the looal iIitary Governm nt of t e town or
oountry 1n hioh the plicant lived. Many s 11 Ger­
man f ctories h d been CBU ht making ladi silk drea es,
unde e r and slips for the ~lack rket and some items
ha been tr ced to 1 ies' ear tores in Brussel s.

16;. Our branoh had asked Americ to find 11 the
needles and thread they could lay their h nds on and
forward them to our Headquarters for the re as an aoute
shortage of m terial for ndlng olothi • The British
Red Cross offered to help in eouring sewing materiala
from England. Atter the distribution the German welf re
organizations thanked us but said it was not enough to
handle the situation. ~eltare org niz tions requested
Military Government th t all produotion be e rmarked for
refugees, ex llees, young ohildren and household rs
who took refugees. There was a big d and tor Shoes
for t~e rele ed soldiers from the ehrmacht. Growing
childr n, ohil ren's homes and orphan gea were in the
greatest need. There as no proper range of ize and
laok of leather for repairs kept the shoe-makers and
oobbler idle. In the city of derborn. Caritas Ver­
band established an exoh nge store for barter of olothing
and footwe r. If you wanted a p ir of shoes you brought
a hat in exohan e. This store did on~ers in the town
but not enough to reI av the situation. Many lling
social workers ere without hoes and in a fe 0 ses e
h d shoes released to them so they oould help. Requests
by the welfare org nizations for the relee e of the

hrmaoht store were refused beoaus th soldiers ere
JUdged to have a priority there.

ASSISTANCE FRO! O'lHER COUNTRI'"'S

166. The first stores from abroad oame f'rom Sweden,
Switzerland an Ireland. The Swedish items were ear­
ma~ked speoifio 111' for the relief of' Berlin but the
Swiss and Irish gifts were handed over to Burokhardt
and Lt-Col Agnew of International and British Red Cross
respeotiv 11, for the Ruhr, Hamburg, etc. The first
boat from Amerioa. did not arrive till May 1946. The
Portug se Red Cross arrang d to ship supplies to Germny
and the Ioel ndio Red Cross as sending large quantiti s
of ood liver oil through the Swedish Red era e. The
Friend Relief' Servioe in Amerio a were burin nd send ing
large amounts of medioines and meat in soup form to
Germany, 180 via Sweden.

167. In view of' the iverse souroes of' supply and
possible large quantities involved, a oentral ottice was
needed to hioh requisitions for assistanoe oould be
sent and trom which allooations could be made aooording
to available supply. Such an organization was the
mor neoessary beo8Use only distriots th t ere well
known abroad re reoeiving gift while there were
b dly damaged distrio ts not so ell known and reoeiving
nothing. oreover, rural areas by n w re also tting
oro ded with refugees. e notified the eltare or anizations
that all ouroes of supply should be r ported to illt ry
Government and that no mor ift ould be aoo pted for
speoifio places but distributed on the basis of need and ne d
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only. A centr 1 organiz tion as forme~ to ~eal ith
all inoo in gitts. This bo~y uld try to s nd gifts

. to the seleoted areas but uld make sur that there
was no duplioation. All interest d organizations re
to inform potential souroe of a si t Dce th t th ifts
u t b oonsi ned to the Briti h R d Oro s, He dqu rters

5, Vlotho or Public Health and 1elfare Branoh, Bun e,
Provinoe of estphalia, British ZOne, Germany with a
notioe of despatoh to the ddres es and 8 oopy to the
seoretaryof the distribution oommittee, so that arrange­
ments could be made with th port authoritie. Evan elisohe
Hilfs erke as put in oh rge of all the inoo in stores
for all elfare or nizatlon. At first there see s to
have b en a little .suspioion on the part of oth r or an~za­

tions but it was olearly explained by ilit ry Government
that the inoomin stores, food, olothes, etc ere for
everyone who was in need no matter What his religion,
oreed, raoe or'colour. Eventually they ere satisfied
with this arrangem nt and co-operated fully.

SOME NOTES 0 THE SITUATION

168. At the beginni of Karch 1946 the situ tion
had imp ved some hat, thanks to the ork of the Red
Cross teams and the German eltare organiz tions in
colIaborat ion with ilit ary Government. uch. to the
surprise of the Germans, there had been no epidemics
of any serious nature during the winter. at we feared
most was influenza, becaus it would have affect d so
large a proportion of the popul tion but precautions had
been taken to meet it. Publio H 1th and lfare had re­
quisitioned hospitals in every district hioh in oa e of
emergency could have be n in opar tion on a few hour
alert and serums, vaccin s, drugs, etc, had been re-

. quisition d or imported from En land to provide a ainst
any eventuality.

169. Different branohes of Military Government had
alre dy begun to manufacture c10thi ,stoves, oooking
apparatus, eto - even Vol apan had re-opened the r
works and W 1"8 manufaotur i 0 rs for ilitary Government.
Sl 11' but stn"ely things were ooming baok to normal. Only
those, Who had seen the dreadful oondition of the Ruhr
distriot upon our arriVal, could tell you the value of
the work done by litary Government and Control Co ission
for Gernany. ost of the public utilities had been r~stored

to normal in the Ruhr distriot, and street-oars ere running
normally although the oopper re for stre t oar trolley
had been removed by the Nazi Government to make fuse oaps
for bombs and new wires had to be installed by IUlitary
Government. -

170. In the farming districts tood as in suftioient
quantity to teed the 100 1 p ople, but not enough to
send to the big oentres. People living in oities and
towns looated in rural districts, suoh as Minden, Bieletel ,
PaderOOrn, netmold and Munster did not have great diffioulty
in obtaining tood trom the tarmers in the .surrounding
4i triot, but those in th Ruhr areas ho were miles away
from any farmer, had to rely entirely on rations and
welt.are souroe •

171. British, Swedish and Don Suisse Red Cross teams
had brought olothes to be distributed amongst the Ruhr
population and a oertain amount was reserved tor the
Expellees from Poland. Thes people arrived in our Zone
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180. En France, la population civile ainsi que·
les autorites franQaises semblaient ignorer les sacrifices que
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183. Il est Inoonvevable de oonstater dan un
paIs oomme le natre, que le8 dltt'rents partls poll'lque8
semblent s'lng~rer 4 divl er le paIS pour r'gner; oeol nOU8
oondulra tot ou tard A des oon 'queno t rrlble8 et -
taoheuses. La oolleotivlsm devralt prlmer l'lndlT1duallsme.
Devant ltlnstabilit' de la polltlque internationale r6 ente,
le Canada deTrait atre prat taire t oe tout 6ventualit6.
Les lutte Intestines tell que les ves et la lutt d a
01asse8, eto, avalent att Ibll le8 Pu188ano 8 de l'OUeat
du oontin nt europ6en. L'All gne en protita pour 8em r 18
d1800rde et 8e rentorolr leur d6pena. La propagande
allemande, qul 'talt d.a mleux OrganlS6eiaavalt or'6 un sprlt
de d6taltl me qul exl talt au moment de d'olaratlon d
la gqerre de 1939-45, et qul ald tort 1 la reddltion et A
1& ohute de oes paTS. L'lll magne avait que pour r6gn r,
11 tallalt dlvlser t 0'e8t oe qU'elle tit en Irance, en
Belglque etenHollande. Il n taut pa oubller que noua n'
aurona pas toujours quatr an pour nous pr6parer et pour
r poua r l' nn ml ohez lul. 81 nous ne ao e. pa pr s
1 • oon , u noes et le suites seront terrlbl t d6.. tr uses
pour le p uples et le s paIS. Dans un paTS e 1 notre
o~ le llmat varle oonsld6rabl nt, naus devon A tr
pr~par6a talr taoe toute ventuallt6.

184. Les qu lques ob enations que J me aul.
permis de taire, ne sont pa dans 10 but d orltlquer 1.
blen de oonatruire t de parer aux alheur qui pourrai nt
nous arriver 8i nous n"tion pas prats. I.e C nada, 6tant
devenu une pul sance 1nt rnat10nale, doit gard r et am61iorer
8a posltion au prlx de n'1mporte quel aacrit10 •

•
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