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REPORT NO. 13 paCiLASSs YA
HISTORICAL SECTION o ‘Fm“"* NOHO
ARMY HEADQUARTERS WUCT 1986
DEC 46 :
1. This report is the seguel to an earlier report

dealing with the experiences of a Canadian Civil Affairs
officer in France end Belgium, Like the previous report
the present one is a personal aceount by Ceptain J.E.G.
Labrosse end is based upon his personal diary end various
documents in his possession, The reader will realize that
a2 certsin amount of what is written here is hearsay, as
the suthor was rnot always in a position to check the
verious rumors and storlesj and some is simply a reflection
of the suthor's views, The material contained here 1is,
hovever, of historieal value as the record of experience
of a (snadlan officer sttached to a British Civil Affairs
Unit. R

INTO GERMANY

2e On 7 Mar 45 we received word that the cfficers
and men of the 1lst British E,C.A, Croup were to be posted

to the Second Army (Main) C.A.,, with effect from 7 Mar 45
and that they were to report to the Town Major at Diest

for further instructions, We therefore left Armentieres

at 1045 hrs going through Lille, Tournai, BrusselS and
Louvain and arrived at Diest, Upon our arrivel, the Off icer
Commanding of our Detachment reported to the Town Ma jor

for further Iinstructions, As there was no accommodation i
available in the town or the diastrict we were obliged to
return to Louvein for overnight accommodation., Next
morning we found the Headquarters of our Group situated

in the outskirts of Louvain on the road LouvaineTirlemont.

Se I was sttached temporarily to 119 Detachment,
for quarters and rations, and was located in the small 1
village of Roosbeck in isstern Flanders, Tie offlcers and
men of our Detachment were billeted in private houses,

One house was requisitioned as a Headquarters aad messing
hall, We were five officers and six other ranks. Three
other Detachments were billeted in the same village. All
Detachments which had been formed from the lst Fritish

B.C.A. Group, were stationed in small villages between
Louvain and ilrlomont. The Provinecial Detachment for
Westphalle was composed of the Provincial Detachment Head-
quarters and 50 sub-Detachments of all sizes, The Provincilal
Detachment for the Province of Hannover included 70 sube
Detachments,

4, On 19 Mar 45 I was attached to the Headquarters
of 307/08 Provinclal Military Government Detachment
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for the Province of Westphalia as Ro;igf m.r.

I therefore moved from Roosbeck to Kerhken where the De-

tachment Headquarters was located, The Headquarters was |

composed of 80 officers and 200 other ranks, We lived in |
|

an old XVI Century Manor which had belonged to one of the
oldest familles in the Flanders, On 23 Mar instructions were
received that the Westphalis and Hannover Detachments would
be attached to the Ninth American Army for all purposes for
the Invasion and the occupation of Cermany until relieved
Y#,tho British Army. The 307/08 Detachment to which I bee
Uﬁgcd and its R,B;" and kreils bLetachments were therefore
attached to the XVI Corps of the Ninth American Army for
tHe Military Govermwent Administration of the Province of
Westphalia., On Saturday 24 Mar 45, while we were still in
rhkon, we watched thousands of planes and gliders flying
over our heads towards Jermany to the bridgehead at Wesel..
They were American and Bpltish planss and carried British and
American paratroops, On the following day all Detachments
in the Vistrict received orders to move to the Headquarters
of Civil Affsirs of the Ninth Army, located in the town of
Tirlemont, The Headguarters and the messing Halls were
located in the barracks of a Belgian Cavalry Regiment, As
‘ the space was limited the beds were spread all over the
place to accommodate everybody. During the next week
lecturss were glven on Germany,

5. On Easter Sunday, 1 Apr 45, both provireial
Detachments were Iinstructed to proceesd at once to Cermany.,
This order was received at 0830 hrs in the morning., An
advance party was sent at once to the town of Kemp Linfort,
located in the Province of North Rhine, to requisition billets.
The Westphalian Detachment left about 1100 hrs going through
St Trond Tongres, Masatricht, where we halted about one

hour for luneh, then through Roermund to Kamp Linfort where
we arrived about 1800 hrs, As the town had been completely
evacuated during the attack on the Rhine, all the troops
were bllleted in private houses,

‘E‘ 6, On Tuesday, 3 Apr, we laft Kamp Linfort about
0700 hrs in the morning to reach the small village of
Heiden, the temporary Headquarters of the XIII Corps,

On our way we crossed the Rhine at Wesel, On the west
slde of the river the road leading to the bridgze had been
destroyed and we had to go through sholl holess to reach
the pont-.en bridge laid across the Rhine. After crossing
the river we were in the town of Wesel which had fallen

a few days before to the American Winth Army. The town
was badly damaged and the ruins were still smoking when
we entered, With the exception of a part of the Railway
Statlon, which was still standing, only a few walls here and
there could be seen above the rubble, On esch side of the
road Wesel-Helden we could see hundreds of gliders which
had been used by the paratroops who had helped to seisze
the bridgehead,

e We arrived at the small village of Helden where
we reported at once to the Headquarters for further ine
stroctions, Our job was, 1f possible, to prevent Refugees
and Displaced persons from lmpeding the movements of
troops by keeping the roads elear and preventing them from
trying to reach the brldge at Wesel and erossing the Rhine,
During the day we could see on all roads leading to the
village 1light armoured cars protecting the entrance Of the

®  "Regierung Bezirke" - a political German district.
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villago. Every civilian was stopped and questioned; many
were arrested and put in a temporary cage. Most of them
were refugees trying to reach Wesel.

WE ARRIVE AT MUNSTER

8, Next morning orders came for us to proceed to
Munster, where the Corps Headquarters had moved the night
before, We left Heiden about 0800 hrs going through
Coesfeld, an important railway junction for Holland and
Northern Germany, The railway viaduct had been demolished
by a ten thousand ton bomb, The town had been largely
destroyed; the streets were torn up and one could hardly get
through them; the r allway tracks were ripped and twisted
into queer and fearsome shapes, I remember seeing an odd
sight, a ralilway locomotive which had been hurled upon the
top of another by bomb blastj even a crane could not have
done better, Debris and rubble covered the streets as

high as the first storey of many buildings, Dulmen, another
important road junction on the main highway Munster-Wesel,
had been completely destroyed by air ralds and fighting
around the town, Finally we arrived on the outskirts of Munster
eabout 1000 hrs and reported at once to Corps Headquarters
for further instructions: As there was still fighting going
on in the town, 1t was impossible for us to start work,

In the fields across the road from the apartment house

where the Headquarters was located we could see German
soldiers giving themselves up. By the apartment, at the
corner of the street, was an artillery battery, shelling

the retreating German Army on the other side of the town

on the road Hamm-Dortmund. Shells were bursting all over
the place:s Later in the afternoon, the battle quietened
down and the Americans were in full possession of the town.

9. Munster was the capital of the Province of
Westphalia. It was one of the most beautiful towns in
western Germany, but when we entered it had been reduced
to rubble and ruins., Munster had been bombarded for the
first time, on Easter Sunday 1943, again in 1944 and also
before our arrival. Bulldozers began at once to clean the
streets to make a way for military traffic, That after=-
noon we went back to Heiden for the night. Next morning
we came back to Munster and visited the famous Stalag VI
where about 5,000 Allied prisoners of war, French, Poles
and Russians had been kept, As we crossed the town we
could see the debris and rubble piled, in some places, as
high as a two storey building. On the Cathedral Square
only a few buildings were standing up and the famous XIII
Century Cathedral completely desfroydd. The Lambert XII
Century Church had a part of the steeple destroyed, the
interior was gutted but the four walls were standing, Noth-
ing was left of the City Hall and the business section.
Around the Station there was not a house standing for
about ten blocks. It took us an hour to cross the town to
the camp owing to the rubble,
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THE P.O.W. CAMP AT MUNSTER

10. We were welcomed on our arrival by the Camp
Commandant, a Polish Doctor, who had been appointed Officer
Commanding by the German Camp authorities before their
departure the previous weeks The German staff had left

food supplies for two weeks and other commodities. The
Doctor had organized his camp very well; but one night the
Russians had stolen the keys of the kitchens, made a good
meal and found some schnapps; they became so drunk that

they set fire to the kitchen and burned the food supply
store. As a result the prisoners had to go without food

for two days. We immediately sent a dispatch rider to the
Quartermaster Stores and shortly afterwards lorries loaded
with "K" rations arrived. Regular allied rations were
thenceforth issued to the camp. We re-or ized the kitchens
and the next day it was ready. Dally rations were drawn

at the Quartermaster Stores under the supervislion of an
American Staff, The Doctor told us trat he had had no
trouble except with the Russians who drank too much and were
unwilling to obey anybody since the Germans had left. The
camp quarters were in a fairly good condition but the
Russian quarters were the worst I have ever seen durlng

my stay in CGermany. It was pitiful to see the P.0.W's
eating their ration but their greatest joy was to receive
cigarettes with it. Some smoked the cigarettes with tears
in their eyes; others kissed thems The P.O.W's were like
children so very happy to be delivered and all thinking
that soon they would be sent home. We were continually asked
when they would be allowed to return homej what had happened
in their countries, etc. There was a French Captain, who
had been a Staff officer at St Cyr, who asked us all kinds
of questions about the French Army. He was broken hearted
at the downfall of France, but we comforted him by telling
him of the great part played by the New First French Army,
which was under the command of General Leclerc. He told us
that all the prisoners knew of the invasion and the swift
advance of the Allied Armles; and that while they knew
liberation was only a matter of time they did not expect

us sco soon, Everywhere we were greeted with tears of joy
and happiness; many could hardly believe that they were

to be free at last,

REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS CAMP NQ.'B'3

11, On Thursday, 5 Apr 45, I was placed in charge of a
Refugees and Displaced Persons camp, located on the road
Munster-Dulmen, about a mile from the little village of
Buldern, I was left alone in the camp with no guard and
with only one "K" ration, Assistance had been promised

me before night fall but it never appeared. I had been
forrpotten, I proceeded to install myself in the officers

hut and made a thorough inspection of the Camp. What & mess
the place was in} American troops spent a night there and
had upset everything.

12, The camp had previously served as a Hitler Jugend
training camp, It consisted of seven large wooden huts,
a large garage for lorries, and outdoor latrines for 500 per-
sons, 'The camp bulldings formed a square with a parade
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ground enclosed in the centre, Near the entrance, facing
the parade ground the administration building was located.
Here were also the Guard room, the Orderly Room, the Kitchen
and the Messing Hall, There was, in addition a camp
hospital with an attractive medical inspection room with

a good Dispensary. The camp hospital consisted of eight
beds, an isolation room, a dispensary and a tollet. The
sleeping quarters consisted of four large buildings
accommodating about 450 persons. At the rear between the
Administration Building and the first sleeping hutment were
to be found officers and sergeants quarters, the garage

and the workshop, :

13, During my inspection I found two French Refugees
wandering around the camp looking for foods They were on
their way to Wesel, I explained the situation to them and
they stayed with me, one of them becoming my batman, They
helped me clean the Of icers Quarters and we made oure
selves as comfortable as we could for the night, The next
morning as I was inspecting one of the buildings I found
an ablution room with 20 showers served by a steam furnace
which had been sabotaged by the Germans before their de-
parture; one valve had been left open and the basement was
flooded, A thorough inspection of the kitchen was made.

I found five big boilers under which fires could be set, a
large electric refrigerator, a large camp stove and kitchen
accessories of all kinds, I was very happy about these
discoveries, As I had seen the Mayor the day before with
the Ofiicer in charge of all the camps in the distriect I
sent one of my men to fetch an e lectrician to connect the
wires which had been cut by the Cermans before leaving,

At 1200 hrs the lights were on again. That afternoon 100
Germans came to clean every building. Early in the after-
noon the Staff of the camp arrived, They included Capt
Lismer, Sgt Brown, both Canadians, and a British Corporal,
Capt Lismer and Sgt Brown were to be responsible for the
-external administration of the camp and all supplies;

the corporal and myself were to look after the internal
administration, Capt Lismer and I visited the Mayor of
the village to arrange for food supplies such as bread,
potatoes, meats, ete; also all materials needed for the
camp,

14, That afternoon we posted a Sentry at the Cross=-
road to stop the refugees from going to Wesel. The first
day we collected about 150 refugees and displaced persons
of all nationalities., We installed them in the huts,

made them clean the camp, erect the double deck beds, clean
the kitchen, ete. By nightfall the camp was in good
condition and ready to receive more refugees and displaced
persons, Amongst those who came in were five good cooks;
one of them had been a Chef at the Feldkommandantur in
Munster. He was appointed the Chief Cook, He was a
Marselillals, a marvelous cook but what a story teller!

The refugees and Displaced Persons were fed that night with
requisitioned rations. The Frenech P,0.W's were regarded

as ex-Alllied soldiers and were entitled to the Allied

Army rations; the others were considered as civilians and
recelved civilian rations., I hed found in the kitchen
basement about ten tons of potatoes. Meats, breads,
vegetables were requisitioned by Capt Lismer at the Mayor's
Orffice, We also visited several German farms where we



saw tons of vegetables such as potatoes, carrots, beets,
parsnips, etc, which had been specially set aside for the
Wehrmacht (German Army).

15. By Saturday, 7 Apr 45, 1.e. only two days after
opening the camp there were about 300 refugees being cared for,
The provision of a camp civilian staff was a real necessity.
This was drawn from the refugees themselves, There was

a Central Refugee Committee representing each nationality.
Military Government could not expect to provide the staffl

——t0 run camps of this nature and had to rely on finding

suitable personnel among the refugees. We merely acted in
an sdvisory capacity. Each nationality had its own "Chief™"
who was responsible for keeping law and order amongst his
own countrymenj the cleanliness of the huts, beds, mat-
tresses, blankets, latrines used by his countrymen, the
clothing issued, fatigues and general duties in the camp,
helpers in the kitchen to peel potatoes, and especlally
for the good discipline at the meal parade, Each nation-
ality was divided into groups of 100 and again subdivided
into groups of 50, Each group and sub-group had leaders
who worked under the "Chief" of the national group, Each
day at 1000 hrs we met the nationality "Chiefs" and iis~
tened to their complaints and issued instructions regarding
duties for the following day. The following nationalities
were represented: ' French, Belgian, Dutch, Italians, Poles,
Rusaianl./

16, We had the camp organiged like a regiment, with
'‘companies’ "platoons", "sections", etc and found by exper=-
ience that 1t was the best way to run the camp. American
sentries were posted at the road junction to direct all
refugees moving westward to our camp., As the numbers of
inmates increased we c leaned up the workshop and the garage
and used them as sleeping quarters. Loads of straw were
brought to the camp from neighbouring farms and used as
mattresses, After a few days we were able to find mate
tress covers which were filled up with straw. This was
more sanitary then having straw strewn all over the place.

17. We had asked for transport but nothing had been
given us, Accordingly Capt Lismer requisitioned several
German -lorries and cars for the camp transportation, These
vehlcles were under my supervision and the civilian chief
of the garage. (@Gasoline and oill were supplied to us by
the American Afmy, The lorries were used to féetech foods,
building materials, water for washing, straw, etc.

i8. On 8 Apr 45 a speclal request was sent to the
officer comranding the American Battery "A" 571 Triple

A/A for additional guards to be posted around the eawp

and the crosseroad to help to keep order amongst the
refugees. Our request was granted at once. An hour later
a guard of 25 other ranks with a Top Sergsant and a Corporsal
arrived at the camp. Lte=Col Hunter of the Battery "A"

871 Triple A/A was the Commanding Officer of all the camps
in the District with his Headquarters at the Castle in

the village of Buldern., The N,C.0s. and the men were
billeted in the same hut as we were with only a wall separ-
ating us. A field telephone was connected with the Head-
quarters at the Castle, The duties of the guard consisted



of mounting the Guard around the camp, at the crosse-road,
and keeping order. Guards were always present at meal
times. At night the guards were doubled and a special
section was kept in duty for outside call, No civilians
were allowed on the roads at night. The sergeant was res-
ponsible to me for the discipline of his men in the camp.
They had their own cook, and three refugees were detailed
to keep their quarters clean,

19, At curfew all guards turned out to see that
everyone was in his billet., Guards saw that the black-out
rules were strictly enforced. The sentries posted at the
cross-road were required to check all passes or identif=-
ication papersj those whose papers were not in order cor
who appeared to be suspicious characters were sent to

me for further inquiry, and then, if I was not satisfied,
to the Intelligence officer or the Commanding Officer at
the Castle, The sentries at the cross-road helped to
catch about 1,000 Germans who had hidden themselves in the
woods surrounding the Recklinghausen pocket. These men
were exesoldiers tryinz to reach their home town; most

of them were dressed as civilians but had ne passports.

A great deal of useful information was obtained and im-
portant arrests were made, Each German was sent to the
Castle, A Message Slip, M-120, accompanied the driver
and was handed to Intelligence Officer or the Commandant
on arrival. This form outlined the details concerning
the arrest, In special cases telsphone conversations were
held with the Headquarters before the prisoners were
forwarded (See Appendix "B"),

20, Among the Dutch families whe arrived at

the camp there was a woman who complained all the time
about the Allies, especially the Americans. She was never
satisfied, We investigated and found that she and her
husband were both notorious Dutch Nazis. They had a full
hand bag of German Mark Notes and several precious stones.
~Both were arrested, paraded by the sergeant to the Ofricer
Commandiag at the Castle, Both were sent to Holland
under heavy escort and handed over to the Dutch Military
Authorities at the frontier,

21, Each time a refugee disobeyed ar. order or
perpetrated an offence maliciously he was paraded before

the Officer Commanding at the Castle, by the sergeant of

the Guard with a message signed by myself., Here are a

few illustrations of the kind of thing which sometimes
happened, On 2 May 45, at 0030 hrs, a refugee was caught
wandering around the camp trying to escape. He was arrested
at once, and in the morning paraded to the 0fficer Com~-
manding (See Appendix "D™ No. 1), .On 4 May 45, a French-
man, who had reported himself to the camp with his

bicyecle was told he could not take it to France. He there-
fore took a knife and ripped the tires to pleces. He was
arrested for sabotage. . was paraded to the Officer
Commanding and received solitary confinement in the Castle
dungeéon, for two days. (See Appendix "D" No. 2)., In
another case a Dutch refugee threw his plate of food on

the ground saying that the food was no good and not palatable,
He was givem four days of solitary confinement (See
Appendix "D" Ho. 3). Two Belgians were caught trying to
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make their way to the road to Wesel on the Rhine. They
were punished by two days of washing dishes at the Castle.
(See Appendix "D" No. 5).

22, Refugees seem to have had a manla for stealing
potatoes from the kitchen even when they received between
2500 to 3000 calories a day. They were always hungry,
probably because most of them did no work and being idle
all day the oniy thing they had in thelr mind was to eat,.
One was caught, oneday, making a fire to cook his potatoes
beside a hut where there were over 50 beds. I sent a
guard to warn him to put out the fire at once but he re=-
fused to obey the order. I ordered the Guard to fire on
the cooking pan with his Sten and the man was arrested at
once, He received two days at hard labour unloading
ammunition trains into Army lorries. (See Appendix "D"
No. 4)6

23, Bach time we had to transfer the Refugees from
one camp to another, the Officer Commanding had to be
notified so he could get accommodation and quarters for
them (See Appendices "E" Nos. 1, 2, 3).

24, As I have already hinted above, all persons, who
did not have their passports or identification papers in
order, were sent to the Intelligence Officer for further
questioning, Many of those with whom we came in contact
had discharge papers from the Wehrmacht, but these were of
no value, Capt Shay of the C.I.C. was the Intelligence
Officer of the Battery. He was assisted by a sergeant of
& British Field Security Section. As we were not far
from the Ruhr pocket, thousands of CGerman soldlers were
found hiding in the surrounding woods after the surrender
of the German Army in the Ruhr, Some of them had been
living in the woods for months, Most of them had hidden
their arms in the woods, before taking the road home, and
had their soldier book but no other papers to identify
them as civilians. They were arrested and questioned by
me and sent to the Intelligence Officer for further dise
posal,

25, A large stockade had been bidlt around the
Castle. After a week of rounding up suspects at every
crosseroad in the distriet it was filled up. One day,
we received orders not to arrest any more people because
the stockade was overcrowded. Some of those whom we let
pass thought they were free but asz soon as they reached
another district they were arrested. Proclamations were
posted in every town stating that no one could have a
ration or labour card without registering first at the
Labour Office with his discharge papers stamped with the
seal of the Allied Forces, Those prisoners of war who
were caught in hiding were to be punished with death, These
proclamations brought a large number of German prisoners
of war to camps. Included as appendices to this report

are copies of slips accompanying arreated German snldiers
and other nationalities.

Appendix "F" 1: A German soldier, who had
been a Nazl party member wandering orn the

roads and not reporting to the Allied Military
Authorities.



Appendix "F" 2: A German Policeman, whom we
had arrested and who had not reported him-
self to the Military Government.

Appendix "F" 33 Two Germans discharged from
the wehrmacht in Dusseldorf. There had not
been any discharge for months prior to our
arrival., The papers had been a forgery.

Appendix "F" 43 A Dutchman, who had stolen
from one of his countrymen in the barn where
they had been sleeping, was arreated and sent
to C.I.C. for questioning, after paraded to
the Officer Commanding. He was awarded a two
years sentence at hard labour in Holland,

Appendix "F" 53 Two Poles arrested for
menacing farmei’s; one of them had been a Nazi
during his stay in Germany working on farms,
After liberation, he bezan to black-mail and
menace the farmers in the district, A few
came to the camp complaining about him. He
was warned to desist but did not pay any
attention so I had him arrested, He was
severely dealt with,

Appendix "F" 63 These fifteen Germans of the
Wehrmacht were trying to reach their homes
without reporting t hemselves to the Alliled
German War Prisoners Authorities,

Appendix "F" 73 These five men were in the
same position as the fifteen others but the
three boys who had h»een in the Wehrmacht had
dostroyed their papers thinking thay would
reach home quicker,

Appendix "F" 8: Sixteen Germans without pass
or soldler's book, a few of military age.

Appendix "F" ©: 8ix Russians who were caught
looting a German farmer by one of our guards

when going to the farm to fetch milk for the
Camp Hospital,

Appendix "F" 1C: Five men who were caught
looting farmers and killing cows.

26, Looting was regarded in a serious light, Oupr
Officer Commanding had no heart and no use for gzw lcoter,
The severity of the penalties for looting were made clear
in "Alliled Military Government of Proclamation No., 2";
Article 1 of which listed the offences against the Allied
Forces which were punishable by death. These included
any person who committed any act of plunder or pillage
or who robbed the dead or wounded; and any person who
;;gpd any nﬁraohorlother woman serving with the Allied
¢eés or who should commit assault upon any such
or other woman with intent to commit g&p.. ’In OVO::r::I.



an inquiry was held, Many murders and burning of farms
were only solved after the use of the third degree. The
death sentences did not, however, seem to worry the Poles
or Russians, Many of these people did not kill for
revenge . but for the thirst of blood. The refugees and
Displaced Persons with whom we had the greatest trouble
were the Poles and the Russlans, They were disliked by
every other nationality. Many western Refugees asked us
why we did not go to Stalingrad and have it out with the
Russians,

27. On Sunday, 8 Apr 45, the parish Priest of the
little village of Karthaus, about half a mile from the
camp, came to say the Mass for the refugees, That Sunday
morning a roll call revealed that the number of refugees
in the camp was now over 600. Having asccommodation for
only 500 steps were taken at once to remedy this situation.

CaMP ADMINISTRATION

28, Each of the large huts was divided into five
dormitories. Each dormitory contained about 25 double
deck beds and wes in charge of a leader who was responsible
for the discipline and cleanliness of his dormitory.

An orderly was in charge of each dormitory for a period

of 24 hours, The duties of the orderly consisted of the
maintenance of order and cleanliness in the room and also
preventing thievery, He saw to it that every blanket was
taken out in the sun and the beds were made ready for the
1100 hrs inspection., He reported to me any deficlencies

in the room. On sunny days nobody was permitted to remain
indoors; everybody was obliged to go outside to take a

sun bath.,. The orderly also showed each new arrival how

to make his bed. Nothing was allowed on the floors, every=-
thing had to be placed on the bed near the pillow in army
fashion, N» papers could be left on the floor or food

left lying around the room. It was strictly forbidden to
cook in the dormitory. Gambling was forbidden as it usually
led to a fight, The floors vere swept three times a day,

The orderly had to see that lights were extinguished at
lights-out,

29, On Sunday afternoon, 8 Apr 45, the guards at
the cross-road sent us a French doctor and a Padre with
their staff who were proceeding t owards the Rhine with a
French ambulance car. We explained to them that it would
be impossible for them to cross at Wesel. Dr. Vigneau,
the French Army Doctor, had been a prisoner of war in a
German camp near Bremen for over five years with Padre
Moreau, a Belglan Army Chaplain, and his two medical
sergeants and orderlies, The Doctor and the Padre took
charge of the hospital. A few hours after their arrival
our Medical Inspection Room became & real hospital. All

::fugoes w:rc inspected and deloused on their arrival.
nor surgical operations were carried out
and serum injected in those who . e

: needed them., Speclal diet
-0;; prescribed by the doetor in cases whor; rogugoea w';o'
suffering from malnutrition or starvation, Dr, Vigneau

with Sgt Brown went to Munster to fetch drugs and mediecal
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supplies. As & result, the Dispensary was well equipped.
Deily sick parades were held every morning on the parade
ground at 0900 hrs. A roll call of each person of every
nationality was held and theilr names given to the Hospital
orderiies for medical records., As their names were called
they were paraded to the doctor.

30, A twice=daily milk perade was also held, under
the Doctor's supervision, for those who needed 1t, such

as children, expectant moihers, weak women, men from the
Concentration Camps, famlne cases, and tuberculosis cases,
which were numerous owing to the lack of vitamins. The
pritish corporal in charge of the stores and thae kitchen
was personally responsible for the fetehing of milk from
neightouring farms. Bvery morning and every night he went
to German farmers to fetch the milk for the camp. The
wilk was boiled before it was handed over to the hospiltal.
The hospital maintained a list of those entitled to milk
on the doctor's orders, Double portions of milk were
given to certain cases under the doclor's advice, The
best care was given to cases of famine. When the doctor
and the padre had organized the hospital a German doctor
froa the nearby vlllage was chosen to replace them as they
both wlshed to return to their own countries. The doctor
left his two sergeants behind in charge of the hospltal,
so t iat the system established would not suffer inter-
ruption, A special request was made to the Commanding
officer at the Cestle for a laisser pessser at the Rhine and
the Belgian and French frontlers for the doctor and the

padre, This was granted at once., How happy the doctor

and the padre were, Thelr joy cannot be adequately des-
eribed. Dr Vigneau bhad not seen his wife and chlldren for
over flve years. We gave them the gasoline and oll they
nesded to reach their destlnation. Two weeks later we
recelved a grateful letter of thanks from them. Capt Lismer
and I were very sorry to see them leave but happy for their
own sakes,

31. At this point I should like to describe the
daily routine at the ramp, Revellle was at 0630 hrs;
breakfast parade atv 0700 hrs. Everybody had to be present
on the parsde ground for the roll call. Those who were
slick were accounted for and their breaskfasts arranged

for. After the roll eell by the "Chief" of each national~
ity the report was handed into the Orderly Room, Break-
fast was then served., It usually consisted of ersazt
coffee or, when possible, good Allied coffee, two slices
of German bread, two pleces of sausage (when we were able
to get them) or oatmeal with powdered milk.

38, At 0800 hrs the fatigue parties reported on
the parade ground for the roll call, There were those
who were detalled for kitchen fatigues, sueh as dishe
washing, potato peeling, etc. Each dormitory took its
furn at providing kitchen detalls. There were the camp
fatigues who cleaned the parade ground, picked up the
papers around the camp, looked after latrines, emptied
garbage palls, etcs There were carpenters and their
helpers who bullt a new hutj lawnmakers and the gardamers
who worked in the flower garden in front of the parade
ground., As we had requisitioned private cars and German
lorrles for the camp transport an expert mechanic was in

charge of the garage, Every morning he handed in his list
for parts he needed for repairs.
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33 At 0900 hrs the sick parade was held at the
camp hospital. At 0930 hrs, I received all heads of

the permanent staffj the chief cook, the garage pam, the
plumber, the electrician, the carpenter, the ltationagy
engineer, the lawnmaker, the Chief of Police and the Fire
Chief. We discussed theilr requirements and heard com=-
plaints, At 1000 hrs we met the "Chlefs" of each natlon-
ality and their subordinate leaders, the Chlef' of the
Reglistration and orderly room staff to discuss dally
matters and camp routine and what mi ht be done to im=
prove the lot of the refugees in the camp. Al 11C0 hrs
there was the camp inspection. I was accompanled by each
of the Chiefs who took notes concerning thelr owa de~-
partments. We bepan every morning with the kitchen and
then proceeded to the ablution rooms, the sleeping quarters,
the zarage, the boiler room, the latrines, the workshops.
We insvected the garbage disposal arrangements, the
parade ground, around the huts and the camp hospital,

34, In sach room special attention was paid to
the water and sand pails for fire. The fire chlief of
< the camp had been a fire chief of a big town in Holland
and was a very smart chap, We had located a fire pump
which he had repaired and always had ready for action,
Hie formed a fire brigade in the camp with ten firemen
with experience. Orders were that on sunny days every
blanket should be placed in the sun for desinfestation
for about two hours., Straw for mattresses was changed
twice a week and burnt. Everyone was present during his
hut inspection standing by his bed. No luggage was per-
mitted on the floor. HKverything was arranged in military
fashion, .

35. As we were able to have soap for every one,

- each person received half a cake for bathing and washing
their clothes. Every person was obliged to take a shower
at least once a week. There was an orderly in the
ablution room where there were 20 showers., HKEach room had

" a special hour for the use of the ablution room. From
1100 to 1200 hrs it was ressrved for mothers, their
children and the ladies. A woman orderly was in charge
of the ablution room during these hours. The afternoon
between 1500 hrs and 2200 hrs was free for everybody,
The laundry area was outside the huts near the playing
ground. A horse drawn water tank brought water for washing
four times a day. There were six big wash tubs near two
salamender stoves for hot water, a long clothes line for
drying. Two large garbage cans were available to hold
the waste from the refugees meals and two large water
drums in which they could wash their plates snd utensils,
We inspected this area twice daily. When the camp ine
spection was over 1t was lunch time.

36, Dinner parade was held at 1200 hrs. Food was,
of course, put aside for those who were on duty outside the
camp, It took about 45 minutes to one hour to serve 1,000
refugees. At first there was practically no discipline at
meal parades, On the third day, I declded that all gath-
erings should be on a military basis. Every nationality
wag to form a company and every room a platoon., The
French prisoners of war 1llustrated what I meant with a
demonstration of a company and a platoon. With the help
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of the "Chief" of every nationality I explained to the
civilians what I wanted. For instance, if hut No. 1 and
rooms Nos 1, 2, 3 and 4 were Freneh, then the hut was the
French Company, and cach room a platoon; the same for
Belgians, Dutch and other nationalities.

37 Two large tables were placed outside the kitchen
on which food was served to esach one in line, They were
allowed to eat in their own rooms, Each "Chief" of
nationality was present during the meal parade to maintain
the good behaviour and discipline of hls countrymen.

Women, chlldren and married couples were served firat. We
had a speclal hut for them, '

38. About 1300 hrs was my lunch time. I usually
ats alone because the three others were out. During my
meal I was disturbed frequently for this or thatj I

was never able to have a minute to myself, It might be
a lorry coming back with wood or straw to the camp or a
truck with rations. In the afternoon Iwent around and

' talked with the refugees. Everyone told me his little

story, what he had suffered in Germany, how he had been
well treated or mistreated. Much of the material in this
report was obtained in the course of these little chats,
Sports were often arranged in the afternoonj occasionally
we had football games between the different national

groups. An all-star team composed of the best players of
each nation was selected to play against the American’
troops.. This was a good game; the Yanks were beaten three
to one, The Americans showed the refugees how to play
baseball and they seemed to enjoy it. OQur object was to
keep their minds busy so they would not get into mise
chief, Every afternoon at 1500 hrs I inspctted the sentries
at the cross-road in company with the Top Sergeant, At
1600 hrs I Inspected the kitchen and the food acain paying
particular attention to the cleanliness of the refrig-
erator, The meat Inspection was always very striet. I
looked to see that the cock's fingernails were clean, and
that there was no food laying around, that the supper would
be ready for 1800 hrs. At 1700 hrs, I visited the hospitd ,
chatted with every patient and handed out cigarettes.

I looked over the hospital record book and discussed cases
with the sergeant in charge., Cases of infectious diseases
were at once sent to the Refugees hospital at Hecklighausen.
We had an 1solation room for cases of infectious disease,
but our hospitel was too small to hold very many cases.

At 1700 hrs, after the departure of the French doector,

a sick parade was held by the German doctor appointed to our
camp., At the supper parade everybody had to be present

for the roll call except those on dutys; the latter were
suppose to be back the latest by 1900 hrs because the cooks
had orders to close the kitchen at 2000 hrs. Usually all
were present.

39, We had a radio playing all day in the camp
with loud speakers, and the main topic of the day wes the
B.,B.C. News st 2100 hrs. 1In the evening there were
occasional concerts on the parade ground by the camp
orchestra with community singing. Each nationality had
its night for a coneorti I was the leading man for the
singing with my badine.™ There were - recitations, yarns
and plays. We always finished by playing the American,

F

baton
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British, and other Allied Nations national anthems, A%
2130 hrs the curfew was indicated by a burst of machine
gun fire, The guards turned out, and with the chiefs of
each nation, were responsible for s eeing that everybody
was in their huts, The black out was rigourously observed
because we were stili at war., 2200 hrs was lights out,
and everybody was supposed to be in bed. After tne lights
out every night, I paid a littls visit to the American

" boys next door. By 2230 hrs I was back in my quarters,

At 2300 hrs I inspected the Cemp with the Top Sergeant
and two sentries to see about the black out, the lights
out and that every sentry was at his post. We sounded
out the doors and windows of the food stores, and the
kitchens, Half an hour later I was ready to go to bed.
Sometimes I discu=sed camp problems with Capt Lismer, 8Sgt
Brown and the corporal before retiring. Then, too often,
when I was revady to go to bed a sentry would report that

~somenne was sick in one of the huts, or that something

else was wrong., If I heard the mooing of a cow, I knew.
there would be trouble and that it would be not long be-
fore someone would come for help. It usually meant looting
of farms or slaughtering of farm animals, Sentries had
orders to shoot in the direction where the noise came from
and patrol could be sent out to catch slaughterers and
visit ~ the surrounding farms. We caught several Poles
and Russiane slaughtering animels on different occasions,
After the killing of the cows they took the legs to roast
and left the rest there to rot. On other occasions the
men in our camp might try to get in the women's hut, or
‘there might be a brawl among the different nationalities,
We never knew what the night would bring us. Capt Lismer
and myself took turns on night calls, so that one of us
could have a good night's sleep.

40, Clothes of all kinds had been requisitioned by
the Military Authorities from the German local authorities
for clothing the refugees, Upon their arrivsl, sfter
their registration and delousing with D.D.T. their clothes
were inspected, 1if found unfit for wear, new ones were
issued at onces Oné day two German farmers came to the

- camp with ten suits of clothes for sale or exchange for

eigarettes or food.s They told us that refugees had gone
to thelr farms and exchanged the clothes for eggs and bacon,
A close check revealed that this was true., We questioned
each refugee, to whom a sult of clothes had been issued.
All kinds of lies and alibis were told us. Some said
their elothes had been stolen., Not a word of truth could
be obtained, These people were informed that no other
clothes were to be 1ssued to them and they would have to
wear their old razs, Here we were devoting ourselves day
and nicht to the task of improving thelr welfare only to
be resarded with ingratitude and lack of cooperation. The
Refugees secem to think we were obliged to help them and
that they owed nothing in return, Most of them were the
laziest people we had sver met beforej they could hardly
help themselves, even when they had everything handy in
the camp. They had in their minds, that after the libere
ation, they were to be waited on by the Germans.

41, Before we had taken over the camp, we had paid a
visit to the Mayor of the Village of Buldern in which dise
trict our camp was located. We ordered him to requisition
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from the local farmers all the food needed for our camp.
The Mayor had been appointed by the Americans upon their
arrival. A few days later we met the village Pastor and
the Parish Priest, who told us, that the mayor had actually
been a notorious Nazi and that he had worked behind the
scenes, and that through his influence a number of people
had been arrested and sent to Concentration Camps., We
reported this to the C,I.C., who investigated and found
that our information was correct, He was arrested at once
and sent to Political Prisoners Camp. A new Mayor was
appointed at once by C.I.C.. The new Mayor had held the
position prior to 1933, As Capt Lismer was in charge of
the requisitioning of meat, vegetables, potatoes, bread,
etc, he dealt directly with the Mayor, The bread was baked -
for us at the local bakery by the Germans, One day the
local baker decided not %o work any more for the camps,
He was at once arrested and sent to the Political Prisoners
Camp, A distribution centre or store was set up where all
the requisitioned food was brought and ree-distributed
under the American supervision to all the Refugees Camps
in the district. A dally parade state was handed over to
the store before the rations were issued. Every night at
1700 hrs, we sent a lorry to the s‘ore to fetch our
rations, Meats and perishable goods were stored in the
refrigerator, At 1900 hrs food for the next day was issued
to the head cook and his assistants., The daily bread ration
amounted to between 600 and 700 loaves, Each refugee
was allowed two pleces at each meal, Every two weeks we
received Allied displaced persons rations, which were used
- for morning meals with German rations for dinner and supper.
The calories content was between 2500 to 3000 calories per
day. Heavy workers, fatigues and the staff personnel had
extra rations, When we had food left over, a second portion
was served to each room in turn, Each time, it was possible
to have cigarettes and sweets, they were distributed amongst
the permanent staff. As most of the inmates of the camp
did no work the ration was quite adequate., It struck us
as rather surprising that many refugees wished to remain
in Germany and were not anxious to go back to their own
lands. The fact is that on the whole, refugees, working in
Germany, had been very well fed by the Germans,

42, We often found that refugees, who were detailed
to peel potatoes, would steal them filling their pockets
once they had finished their work and making fire in some
out of the way corner to cook the potatoes, They paid no
heed to fire hazards or warnings. Those who were caught
doing this were dealt severely with. As nobody seemed

to pay any attention to our warnings, I gave orders to
the Top Sergeant and his men that the first fire they saw
they would shoot at. That day they located about fifty
and fired at them. Those who were caught were detailed
to latrines or garbage duties. The refugees had no need
to eat between meals as their rations were adequate and
most of them were idle all day,

43, This potato problem suddenly quieted down. One
day an American sentry told me: "This is too good to be
true; there is something fishy somewhere", I detailed

two camp policemen to watch the potato peelers, as they
were still-disappearing at the rate of almost a quarter

of a ton a day. One day, going around the camp's limit,

I saw smoke in the wood across the field. The Top Sergeant
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and I went to investigate at once., We found a whisky still
with two jugs of whisky beside it and not far distant two tons of
potatoes, We hid ourselves behind the trees and waited

for further developments. Suddenly we saw four men, amongst
them two of the camp policemen who had been placed in
charge of the potato peelers, When they began working on
the still the sergeant and I suddenly emerged firom our
hiding places and with our revolvers in hand placed the

men under arrest. I whistled and four G.Is. appeared and
took the men away. We demolished the still and arranged
for the potatoes to be brought back to the kitchen,

44, The men were paraded to the Officer Commanding
at the Castle and were awarded two years lmprisonment in
a Dutch prison., They were escorted %o Holland under heavy
guard and handed over to the Dutch authorities at the
frontier, When the sentence was known, it was read out at
the meal parade by the "Chief" of thelr nationality. That
night two men brought over to my place two five gallon
jugs of whisky which were destroyed. After this incident
the camp hospital reported to me that on the previous day,
three men had reported themselves sick but did not state
whys After inquiries were made, we found that they had
drunk the famous whisky. After this punishment the
situvation returned to normal.

45, It was forbidden by the Military Government for
any Displaced Persons or Refugees to go to German farmers
to buy, exchgnge, trade or barter for farm products. One
morning while working in my office, I heard a pig grunting.
I looked towards the door and saw it in front looking at
me. At once I called the nationalities "Chiefs" to
inquire where the plg was from. Nobody knew anything
about it, During my kitchen inspection that morning I
opened one of the cauldrons to find in the pea soup a
large pilece of pork and in the cooking stoves some nice roast
pork instead of beef stew. I made inquiries, but again
nobody seemed to know anything. How they had brought the
Pig into the camp remained a mystery. A few days later,
my corporal, going for his milk learned from one of the
farmers that Refugees had exchanged two suits of clothes
and 600 pleces ofsausage and an old tire for the pig.
These Incidents illustrate a few of the troubles we ex~-
perienced with Displaced Persons and Refugees,

46. Many times, during my thirteen months with the
British Army of Occupation, I asked myself if all the
sacrifices we had imposed on ourselves to liberate these
people were worth while, Such things as these would not
have been tolerated by the Germans., Why did these people
behave themselves under the Germans and cause us so much
trouble? I do not know. I believe they felt we were
obliged to them instead of them being obliged to us, We
riever heard them say "the food was good". The cooks
naturally complained of this lack of gratitude. The cooks
worked 12 to 15 hours a day and received no renumeration.
Nobody was paid on the camp staff, How little it would
have cost people to say "Thank you" or "The food is good",
On numerous occasions I chatted with Frenchmen, Belgians,
Dutchmen, Italians, Russians and Poles, It became obwious
from such conversations that many refugees were German
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their s athies, that their own country meant little
%2 thems igngact 1t’would not be far from the truth to say
that the majority preferred to work in Germany where they
received better salaries, and worked under better cone-
ditions than in their own countries, It should be remem-
bered that they received food, clothing and fuel for their
feamilies at home while they were working in Germanys.

THE UNCOOPERATIVE ATTITUDE OF THE POLES AND RUSSIANS

47, It seems that almost every day German farmers
came to the camp and asked for protection against Poles
and Russians who were wandering around the country. As
notices and proclamations had been posted by the Military
Government forbidding German farmers from selling or
exchanging produets with Displaced Persons or Refugees,
the Russians and Poles, who did not want to live in camps,
wandered around the countryside tireatening farmers 1if
they did not give them food. All ayailablo food had been
requisitioned by the Military Government for Refugees
Camps. A special squad was therefore formed to deal with
these people. It consisted of a corporal and four other
ranks with two machine guns and a jeeps This squad was
on alert 24 hours a day. Captain Lismer and I had a car
and each time the squad went out at night we went with
them,

48, One night about 2300 hrs, one of the farmers
from whom we obtained milk for the camp hospital, came

and told us that Russians were looting a neighbour. At
once the squad jumped in the jeep. A few other G.Is.,

who were not on duty, followed them with another vehicle.
Capt Lismer was in charge of the party. When they
reached the farm and entered his house, they found out

the farmer had been killed; his throat cut open with a
razor, his wife raped and disembowelled with a knife.

His daughter had also been raped and one of her breasts
cut and the baby's hands cut. At once the men covered
all the buildings of the farm, Meanwhile the lorry rushed
the wife, daughter and baby to the hospital. A thorouch
search of every building began, Finally the culprits

were found in the barn, three of them slaughtering the
livestock, One of the G.Is., who spoke German, asked them
what they were doing, They answered it was none of our
businsss, They assumed a threatening attitude as they
had knives and one had a revolver. The soldiers ordered
them to surrender, but they paid no attention, pretending

' not to understand. The G,Is. then opened fire killing

the three of them; two others, who were hidden, fired on
the soldiers but were wounded. They were taken at once
to the hospital at the Chateam. We learned later that
they had been hanged. This was not an act of vengeance
on their part, it was an atrocity.

49, Another night a German widow came to the camp,

about 0200 hrs in the morning, and told us that five Russians

were raping her twelve year old daughter. When the squad
reached the farm they attempted to arrest the Russians

who attacked the troops with knives. The Americans fired
killing four of them and wounding the fifth. He was hung
the following day at the Castle. But what a horrible sight
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we saw. The little girl was covered with blood and dead
when we arrived.

50. The slaughtering of livestock was a nightly
occurrence; and murders were all too common. Sometimes

we were fortunate enough to errive in time to catech t he
culprits. Too often they managed to get away. Many times
the farms were burned, livestock kllled, and farmers
murdered just from sheer blood lust. The bestiallity and
ignerance of these people were amazing. Almost invarlably
the people who perpetrated these crimes were Poles or
Russians, They would feign ignorance, paying no attention
to orders, and would always produce an alibi for not
obeying Military Government Proclamations, sven after

they had been translated to them in their own language,

51. The Poles and Russians, we have had in our camp
were transferred to a Russian refugees camp at Nottuln,
about five miles from our camp. There were over 5,000
of thems The Officer in charge of the camp told me, one
day, that they did not want to cooperate at all, The
Americans put up a Fotice, stating that it was forbildden
to go out of the campj several began to go out and when
the guards shot over their heads as a warning to stop
they took their revolvers and fired on the guards,
Hundreds of Refugees from Western Europe seemed to feel
that the attitude of the Russians was an indication of
trouble to come. To us it appeared, rightly or wrongly,
that the misbelaviour of the Russians was deliberate with
a view to making our problems more difficult.

52. Refugees and Displaced Persons told us almost
every day that instead of going to Berlin, we should have
gone to Moscow and Stalingrad.if there was to be a lasting
peace. After seeing what I did of the Russian behaviour

I began to fear that gllied cooperation might not last

and that this contained the seeds of a future war. The
belief in a war between Wes ern Europe and Russia is
deeply ingrained in the minds of Germans and many Displaced
Persons owing to the constant repetition by Hitler of the
ldea that the Western Powers or Russia will govern the
World., There were many people in our camp who still
believed in the German propaganda; and the behaviour of
the Russians gave it a semblance of truth,

53, The Germans themselves asked us the same kind
of quastions about Russia. Many refugees who had been

in the Russian Zone, told us that when the Russian troops
arrived, it was possible to recognlze British and American
war equipment, such as motor vehicles, tanks, ete, but

that the Russians still relied upen horse drawn transport
and that Russian supplies were not comparavle te ours,

They saw the Russians strip the pockets of the Allied
Prisoners of War stealing their watches, precious objects
such as vings, ete. The Russians do not appear to have
had much respect for the International Convention concerning
the Laws and Customs of War on Land, We were told that

the Russians permitted over 200,000 German Prisoners of
War to die in the cages at Stalingrad, Only a few of the
Prisoners taken at Stalingrad survived. This statement

was reported to me by one of the German Red Cross Directors
of the Province of Westphalia., A waiter, at the St Yames



hotel bér at Paris, told me how the Russians had dis=-
possessed him and another prisoner of their belongings
after being delivered by them as war prisonersj; even after
he had displayed his French Communist party membership
card, The Russians simply tore the cards to pleces.

The Allies seem to have been afraid or unwilling to tell
the Russiens to behave themselves. Those, who, 1ike myself,
spent some time in Germany with the Military Government
are not surprised at present Russian poliey.

ADMINISTRATIVE ROUTINE

54. From 4 to 12 Apr 45 our camp was used as a s
general reception centre for all West European refugees =
French, Belglans, Dutch snd a few Italians. On 12 Apr

the first group - 52 Belgians and 158 Frenchmen - were
sent in lorries to the assembly centre at Wesel to be
repatriated to their homelands. The rallhead for refugee
traffic was at Meklenbeck about ten miles from our camp
where a refugee transit centre had been set up. Our

camps were very crowded. For example, on 10 Apr we were
responsible for 1100 refugees and our camp could hold

600 at the most. The other 500 were sleeping in barns

in the surrounding farms and came to meal parades and a
dally nominal rell call, This was typical of the whole
British Zone at this time where there were about 5,000,000
refugees and displaced persons, We were told that the
quicker we could get rid of them the quicke: we could
begin to administer Germany. We therefore spent little
time beyond that necessary to pass them on to their

homes.

55, On their arrival in the camp, they were taken
to the orderly room where they gave their names, natione
ality, date of birth and their former trade or profession
8o that they could be used to best advantage. Each
nation had a representative in the orderly room to watch
over their own personnel. Refugees were then escorted to
the camp hospital for medical inspection and delousing,
0ld clothes were burned or buried, other clothes were
spread with D.D.T. and the attendants were speclally
dressed in overalls of oiled silk, After the mediecal
inspection, the refugees were assigned beds in rooms

set aside for their nationality and were given identification
cards with their name and number, Then they received
fresh straw to fill their mattresses and were taken to
read the camp's permanent corders which were posted in
every room. Usually their belongings were inspected for
sm&ll arms, knives or blunt instruments,

56, Our camp police and fire department were
under the supervision of one chief appointed by the camp
commandant and directly responsible to him, There were
represer.tatives of each nationality, working with their
own groups to keep law and order, watching their own huts
during meal parades and supervising the kiltchen during
the daytime. They were difficult to trust and appear

to have had a share in every racket in the campe Twice
we completely changed the whole police staff and finally,
after a scheme for distilling whisky had been discovered

I got fed up, discharged them all, and ave thei ;
to the Annriaan guardf o & eir dutles
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BULDERN AS A DUTCH REFUGEE CANF

574 On 12 Apr 45 SHAEF decided that refugees were
to be segregated by nationality and our camp became the
Dutech refugee camp. As no special camp had been set up
for Italians we were assigned the 50 who happened to be
in our camp. They were no good as heavy workers, claim-
ing that they had done enough work for the Germans, but
as singers, musicians, artists, they were marvellous.
The chief of our orchestra was an ex-conductor of the
opera at Waples and on one night they gave us an excellent
rendition of "La Tosca". They formed a concert party
and visited the surrounding camps. Another Italian
became our landscape gardener and set out one of the
most beautiful [lower gardens I have ever seen 1ln the
front of our parade groand as well as planting rows of
flowers around the entrance to each hut,

58, ~ After the departure of the other nationals

we found it much easier to operate our camp. All we
needed was one staff, a chief and four sous-chiefs and
the orde ly room c¢hief, This cut our work by at least

a halfs Due credit and praise should be given to the
Dutech chief and his staff for the handling of the camp.
Many had been business men in their own country and were
smart, clever, clean, and welledisciplined, On Sunday,
22 Apr, a notorious Dutch Nazi was discovered by some of
his countrymen snd only the American military guards
prevented him from being lynched. I ordered the top
sergeant to take him to military headquarters where Lt-
Col Hunter of 571 Triple A/A Regiment disposed of him.

59. When the camp became purely Dutch the French
doctors were removed and an old German doctor was
appointed as medlcal officer to the camp., He lived only
helf a mile away and every afternoon held his sick parade
about 1700 hrs. Only mild cases of sickness were treated
in the camp, the others being sent to the General Re-
fugee Hospital at Recklinghausen. Later a United States
Army medical officer was appointed to our camp, but since
he had fifteen camps under his care he was not avail-
able for emergency cases, We were lucky not to have had
any epldemics. ferhaps this was because once a week

we carried out a very complete disinfestation., Blankets
and clothing were deloused and sprinkled with D.D.T.,
fresh straw was supplied in all mattresses and even
personal belongings were spread out for inspection and
treatment if necessary. Every day the ablution rooms

and latrines were disinfected with creoline and the
garbage was burned or buried., Only two cases of ine
fectipus dissases = one of diptheria and the other of
typhus -~ were found and they were at once isolated in

the hospital at Recklinghausen., In our camp the hospital
dispensevy was well equipped with drugs and surgical

instruments which had been found in a Ge A
store at Munster, rman Army medical
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REPORTS ON ATROCITIES

60, In the Administration Building of our camp
was & dark room with & rope hanging from the centre of
the ceilinz, One afternoon I visited a farmer ccross
the road who explained its purpose. Whenever a "Hitler
Youth" was caught doing something wrong or even being .
inefficient, he was brought here to be whipped., His
hands were tied to the rope and hanging there, stripped
to the waist, he was beaten by another "Hitler Youth"
until he fainted. When he regained conscicusness the
oft'icer in charge told him that the eremies of the Reich
would all be so treated. The vietim never knew the
identity of the comrade who lashed him.

61, Numerous cases of malnutrition reported at

our camp, some of them walking in great pain and so weak
that they could go no further. Among them were yocung men
six feet tall with grey hair and not weighing more than

a hundred pounds. Most of them had been punished in
Germany for disobesience of orders or for sabotage in

war factories, Special medical care and diet were pro=-
vided for these unfortunates. The worst case we met,

was that of a young Belglan farmer from the District of
Mons:, One night in 1942 he had declared in a cafe that

he would never work for the Germans or say "Heil Hitler",
Next morning he was arrested and a Belglan judge sentenced
him to a concentration camp in Germany., There he was sus=
pended by his. hands and whipped by guards whe demanded that
he say "Hell Hitler" with every blow of the lash, He re-
fused and when he was finally cut down in a fainting cone-
dition he was kicked about the head with the heavy boots
of the German guards, suffering 22 recorded skull fractures.
He was then taken to the cemp hospital where he received
medicel attention but before he was fully recovered he
recelved a second and similar besting. As he was a
. 8trong man he had been able to stand up under the punish-
ment but he told of several German victims who had been

:zipplod for 1ife or had died as a result of their beat-
28

62, A few days before the American soldiers arrived
the whole staff of his concentration camp had fled
leaving their vietims in the wire cage, At their
liberation the prisoners were entirely naked and they

had proceeded to search every house in the village to

get the clothes they needed. They were so happy at their
new freedom that they forgot their pains and took the
road home eating what they could find and sleeping in
barns.. The young Belgian told us that the thing which
kept him going was his desire to see his femily again

and to find the judge who had sentenced him to this eamp.
When he resched s he was so wcak we sent him to the
hespital at Rocklinghausen where the Ailied militavry
authorities recorded the particulars of his c ase. One
day he heard a doctor say that he had not long to live, so
he walked out of the hospital and travelled the 40
kilometres ' back to our camp, Permission was granted

for a laisser passer over the Rhine at Wesel and Capt
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Lismer took him back to Mons., Upon his return Captain-
Lismer told me of a very touching family reunion but had
heard nothing of what happened to the judge. The doctors
who had examined this man declared that it was most sur-
prising that he was still alive for his skull had been
flattened in about one-quarter inch from the bectings that
he had received.

63, One afternoon there arrived at our camp two
Canadian soldiers who had been taken prisoners at Dieppe.
One was from the South Saskatchewan Regiment and the
other from the Fusiliers Mont Royal, the French Canadlan
from the town of Saint Vincent de Paul and the westerner
from Saskatoon, They hed 2 requisitioned German car and
wanted gasoline to continue thelr trip to Brussels. We
were happy tc see them because they were the first Canadians
we had yet seen in GCermany. We kept them with us for two
days and they told their story. They had been to a Stalag
in Upper Silesia with about 800 Americans, British and
Canadians, Early in January 1945 when t he Russians were
advancing into Upper Silesia they were ordered to proceed

west. Out of the 800 who left the Stalag only 200 had

reached the Province of Westphalia, “‘hey had been forced
to walk all day with only two meals of beet soup. <They -
slept in barns if available, if not they huddled in the open
in the dead of winter., If one of their comrades fell on
the road they were not even allowed to turn their heads.

As they passed through towns and villages in Eastern Ger-
many the crowds lined up on the sidewalks jeering and
spltting in their faces, Sows zasualties were suffered
during an air raid near Berlin but as they entered the
provinze of Westphalia they were liberated by American

soldlers who gave them uniforms and a car.to take them to
Belgium,

64, We nevar saw anyone who hated the International
Fed Cross so much as these Canadian ex-prisoners. They
told us that the parcels sent by the Canadian and American
Red Cross to be dlstributed among the prisoners of war

were turned over instead to the Germans. They had caught
German guards smokin: thelr cigarettes, eating the coatents
of the parcels and even wearing their underwear. Protests
were made to the International and German Red Cross but
nothing was ever done that they could see to remedy the
sltuation. I have been told by the Americans that they
found hundreds of thousands of cigarettes intended for
P.0.W. in Germany in German Army stores and literally
millions of parcels which had never been delivered, These
Canadians also told us that one day they had observed
Germans loading machine guns, mortars and ammunition into
Red Cross Ambulances but when they reported the case to the
International Red Cross inspector who visited the camp, they
were told to mind their own business and the Canadian who
had reported the case was severely dealt with.

65, We fed these boys with good steaks and the best
focd we could find. We gave them gasoline and had their
car overhauled by our garage men. When they left I wrote a
letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Payan, Canadian Garrison
Commander at Brussels to ask that they be well received
and flown to England, Later I received letters from them




saying then that Colonel Fayan had treated them like a
prince and arranged alr passage to England. They said
that the Canadian Army in England was giving them the
best of c=re and that they soon were to be repatriated to
Canada, o

66 Statements regarding the camp at Buldern can

be verified by Capt L.J. Lismer, C.I.C., attached to

307/08 Provincial Military Govermment at Munster, West-
phalia, Sgt Brown, R.C.A.8.Cs of Vancouver, B,C., 8/14686779
L/Cpl S. Moren, 307/08 Headquarters Kilitary Goveranment
Detachment (British Army). On 4 May 45, orders were re-
ceived that the British perscnnel of the camp were to

report to Military Government Headquarters in Munster for

new duties. :

67« Upon my return to Munster, I reported to the
Deputy Commander of our Detachment, who assignod me the
duties of Relief and Welfare Officer for the Province of
Westphalia. The rollowing paragraphs explain some of the
problems of our branch and the measures which we took to
solve thema

ALLIED PLAN FOR DERAZIFICATiON OF GERMAN WELFARE

68, On 31 May 45, the directors of all welfare
organizations and a_encies which were allowed to function
under Military Government were sumuoned to the Offlce

of the Rellef and Welfare Ofilcer for new lnstructions.

The new pollecy of Military Government was to eradicate

all taint of Nazil ideology from these Socleties and to
ensure that they were in accordance with the principles

of Military Government and to ensure that no differentigion
of t reatment should be made due to race, colour, religion
or creed in the activitles of these Socletles or Organ-
izatlons., The Arbeitwohlfahrt (Workers Welfare) originally
founded in 1919 by the Scclalist Party, built up a nations -
wide organization from 1919 to 1933 but was dissolved by
the Nazis in QOctober 1933 and its properties and funds
econfliscated, most of them findipg their way into the
coffers of the Nazi Party Organizations (N.S.V,). It

was planned to revitalize those private welfare societies
which had had a sound democratic or religious basis and
were well esta®lished before 1928, Further it was planned
that all Party Welfare Organizatiens or agencies should be
dissolved or absorbed by the Provinecial Welfare and that
all discriminating decrees and laws shdild' be abolished

and annulled forthwith, Welfare of Jews was to be the
special care of the GCerman Red Cross until it became
possible to form a Jewish Welfare Organization. See Appx "A"

69. Crders were lssued by the Allled Military
Governmeut at SHAEF Headquarters that upon our arrival

in Germany all National Socialist Welfare Party Azenciles
and Organizations should be dissolved at once and their
funds frozen, The German Red Cross had been greatly

used by the Nazis during the present war and had become
for all purposes a parae-military organization, All
holders of office, even to the level of platoon commander,

were ipso facto party members, and as such would require
careful screening,
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70. The organization was to be c¢ompletely denazified
and reorgsnized on sound democratic basis. Confesslonal
Welfare Orgenizations such as Caritas Verband, Innere
Mission and Sccial Workers should be aided by Military
Covernment to reorganize themselves and institutions con-
fiscated by the Nazis sould be handed over to their original
owners, All paid and non-pald members of all welfare org-
anlzations and sgencies, etc, should fill in a fragebogen
(2 questionnaire) which was filled in by every German
offieial, to dlsclose their political connection with the
Nazi Party, the dete they jolned, the position they had
held, if they had been members of the S.3., the reasons

why they left the party, if they had been members of the
Wehrmacht, the reasons why they had bheen discharged,
wvhether they had been voluntary members of the party or
forced into it, There were over 50 such questions to be
enswered and heavy penalties for any one making false de-
clerations. These were to be sereened by the Public Safety
Branch of Military Government and no one should be dismissed,
retained or appointed without the authorility of the Relief
and Welfare Officer.

73, Welfare was to continue its daily routine until
further notice but in all welfare schools teaching should
be suspended until all the books had been approved by the
Eduecational Branch of the #Hilitary Government. The same
applied to all hospitals and institutions where nurses were
taught, All Nazi institutions were to be absorbed by the
Provincial Welfare, and all the Nazi personnel replaced

as soon as possibles. All welfare organization money was

to be frozen until orders were recelived from the Military
Government Finance and Property Control Branch.

. The Provinecial Welfare Officer was responsible
for the general supervision and efficieney of all German
Welfare within his Province. During the summer of 1945,
Youth Welfare beczme the responaibility of the Educatlonal
Branch and Social Insurance,the respornsibility of Man
Power Division. 8taff Officera, Welfare, were under the
command of, and wero technical advisers to, the Provincial
or Governmental Pistrict Detachment Cownsnders, whom they
were to keep informed of all Welfare matters. On tech-
nical matters Staff Officer lio, 3 (Captain) at Govern=-
mental District Detachment was to report to Staff Officer
No. 2 (Major) at Provincial Detachment, who in turn would
report to 8taff Officer No. 1 (Lt-Col) Welfare at Head~-
quarters Publie Health and Welfare Braneh I,A., & C, Division.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROVINCIAL WELFARE OFFICER

73. The following summary of the responsibilities
of Provincial Welfare Of "icer 1s extracted from Military
Government Instructlion No. 27. See Appx "B"

l. Be will see that all Military Govornnnnt
Instruetions to Welfare Authopities and/or
Socleties are carried out.

2, He will be responsible for the supervision
of the Wohlfahrtsamt (Provincial Welfare) and
other Private Welfare Organizations at his




level, and will make recommendations to the
appropriate authority on removal of officilals
found to be inefficient or non-cooperative,

3, He will see that all Welfare Commlttees
authoriged by Military Government are formed
and functioning efficiently and will whenever
posaible attend such committee meetings and
satisfy himself that Military Government policy
18 being put in force,.

4, He will collect and forward all returns
called for by H,Q. Control Commisslion Germany,
and see that the Cerman authoritles supply
correct =nd up=to-date information.

5, He will sxercise overall supervision of
those private welfere socletiss who are members
of the Provincial or CGovernmental District
Welfare Committee and ensure that they make
such returns each month as may hbe required

by Military Yovernment,

6. He will maintain the closest possible
lisison with 2ll Divisions and Branches on
whose flelds welfare activitles may impinge.

Later in our narraticon we will explain in more detail
the functioning of these Welfare Committees. In the
summer of 1945, 307/08 Provincial Military Government
Detachment was the only one in the British Zone to have
a Welfare Officer at the Provincial level,

GERMAN RED CROSS

74. The Cerman Red Cross served both utilitarian
and charitable purposes. It was orgsnized as a voluntary
aid association and cooperated with other welfare
organizations, Prior to 1933, the German Red Cross
Society was one of the best and most efficient on the
continent, but it was taken over by the Nazis in 1933
and lost its Independence completely in 1937. At that
date they had the following numbers of inatitutions and
centres: 280 Institutions with 18,000 beds; local
nursing centres over 2,000; First Aid Centres 6,582;
report centres for accidents 27,000; ambulances 699.
Thése Institutions covered all Germany and had a members
ship of 1,461,748, Their report centres for traffic
accideats along the autobahn or other highways and their
ambulance service were among the best organized on the
cortinent,

75, This all came under the Military Government
Contreol after our arrival., Military Government allowed
them a previous deduetion tax of ten Relch Mark Pfenig
on each head of the population in the Province of West-
phalia to finance their Society. Thoy also received a
certain percentage of collections made by the Provinecisl
Welfare. Their welfare activities were widespread. They
maintained hospitals, sanitoriums, convalescent homes,
recreation homes, establishments for mothers and children
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and provided nurses in rural areas. They had established
soup kitchens in many cities after the Allied occupation
to help the transient Germans, evacuees and refugees. In
the ralilway stations, bunkers and shelters provided a
refuge for travelling mothers, children and single women.
In Munster, Dortmund and Hamm, they had established Red
Cross stations in bunkers snd shelters, where they ren-
dered the most humanitarian services to travelling people,
First aid stations were in charge of a doctor and a few
nurses. One of their auxilieary services was the trans-
portation of the sick and wounded through the province.
Their famous ambulance service came under the ire Branch
of Military Government to prevent the abuse of transport-
ation. Their automobiles, accessories, cars, fuel, tires, etec,
were under the supervision of the Welfare Offlcer of the
Military Government,

76, The Sisterhood of the German Red Cross was
reorganized as prior to 1933, on a sound democratic basis.
Their work consisted of evacuating Germans from other
Zones into ours, providing doctors, nurses, food, ete,

on trains provided by the Military Government, As the
refugees became more numerous the German Red (Cross could
no longer cope with the situation due to the lack of
experienced workers, so many having been dismlssed as
Nagis, Appeals for help went to the British, Swedish and
Swiss Red Cross and special permission was granted to

_ train new members to deal with the emergency. Millions

of Reich Mark, belonging to the Westphalian Soclety were
recovered from the German Bank at Hamburg, Public Health

. Branch was in charge of the medical section, their dise-

cipline and meeting of their material needs. Under the
heading of International Red Cross more will be written
concerning the German Red Cross work,

DEUTSCHER CARITAS VERBAND (GERMAN CATHOLiC CHARITIES)

7. The Deutscher Caritas Verband, the chief
organization for the Catholic Welfare Associations in
Germany, is an incorporated body with headquarters in the
Werthman House in Freiburg, Breisgau. The Diocesan Caritas
Assoclations for the Province of Westphalia were under

the Diocese of Munster and the Archi-Diocese of Paderborn.

- The Archi-diécese of faderborn was the largest in the

British Zone and one of the most densely populated, There
were over 1,000 institutions belonging to Caritas Verband:
104 hospitals, 35 convalescent homes, 95 old peoples homes,
17 single homes, three houses for crippled, three houses
for frails, 13 suckling homes, 38 educational establish-
ments, 237 kindergartens, 222 sewing rooms, 309 stations
for nursing, 38 voluntary organizations for the c are of
children and the youth, 13 charity organizations, 18 com-
munal and social institutes with Catholiec Sisters, Over
200 institutions had been partially bombed out and some
completely destroyed. Caritas Verband for Munster was

not so blg as the organization for the Diocese of Pader=-
born because they had several institutions in the Province
of North Rhine and in the Province of Hanover., They had
about 500 institutions in Westphalia,
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78, Confessional Charitable Organizations consisted
of pald and non-paid members, mostly voluntary workers,
beside the Sisters and the Brothers of the religious Orders.
They had Catholic training centres for Catholic workers,
nursing schools, training schools for inrants' nurses,
seminaries for social workers, Their welfare work con-
sisted of welfare in rural areas, child care, youth wel-
fare for predelinquent and delinquent adolescents, publie
health welfare of the crippled, welfare institutions for
the feeble-minded,psychopaths, epileptics, insane, blind
and mutes, drunkards, transients and homeless. In Munster
there was one of the most modern houses for students in
Germany, under the patronage of Caritas Verband, There
were also about 500 Provincial Welfare institutions of

the same type = some Catholies, others Protestants or

lay., Under the Provincial Welfare supervision they were
governed by Catholic Sisters or Evangelical Nuns or

la 1ty. ;

INNERE MISSION

79. The Innere Mission 1s the welfare organization
of the Evangelical Churches of Germany, corresponding to
Caritas Verband. 7The National Agency is the Central
Ausschuss fur Innere Mission (Central Committee for
Innere Mission). This provides the organizational co=-
ordination of all connected associations and establish-
ments of the Innere Mission, Its members are the

State and Provincial association as well as special
assoclations whose activitlies reach beyond the boundaries
of States and Provinces, The central administrative
office, which was in Berlin-Dahlem, was under a pro=-
fessional director, who is assisted by several section
chiefs, For the Province of Westphalia, the coordination
was from the Innere Mission at Bethel for the institutions,
establishments, asscc¢lations, and territory. Thelr
professional workers were Sisters and Brothers and
voluntary workers in each parish, Their institutions
were on the same type as those of Caritas Verband,

Innere Mission had 800 institutions in the Province of
Westphalia all governed by the Evangelical Sisters Staff,

VISITS AND OBSERVATIONS IN WiSTPHALIA

80. On 17 Jun 45, I received orders from the
Brigadier to visit a few of the main Provincilal Welfare
Institutions, and upon my return to make a report. We
first visited the tuberculosis Sanitorium at Wald Brilon
for pregnant tubercular mothers. This institution was
one. of the most modern I have seen in Europe. We paid

a visit to an insane Asylum with over 3,000 inmates at
Marsburg. The institution was in good condition but
overcrowded., At Buren, we visited the Provincial Wel=
fare Headquarters and a few institutions for Deaf and
Mutes, During my tour of inspection in the lower part
of the Province I found that most institutions were over-
crowded and that it was impossible to release any builld-
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ings because so many other institutions had been requisitioned

for military purposes or for Displaced Persons, I inter-
rogated the Directors of all institutions about their
needs and requirements, checked if they had all their
personnel fragebozen and found how many had been dismissed
and/or replaced, The visit gave me an idea of the pro-

- blems of welfare, overcrowding of institutions, lack of

clothing, and just enough food for survival., Upon my
return I made a report of the situation to the Commanding
Officer of our Provincial Detachment. Prior to my de-

.parture, I had ordered Dr Teetmyers of the German Red

Cross to make a purge of his Nazl staff. On 20 Jun

upon my return he reported that the purge had been car-
ried out, but that the German Red Cross was losing its
best and most experienced members and that new recruilts
were to be enlisted at once to fill the vacancy. I
notified him that no one could be hired on his staff with-
out previously being fragebogen and found acceptable to
the Military Government, :

8l. On 25 Jun 45 I paid a visit to the Bishop of
Munster, accompanied by the Director of Caritas Verband
for the Dioecese, the late Cardinal von Gallen, who diled
in March 1946. The Bishop was one of the greatest anti-
Nazis in Germany. He had always econdemmed Nazism from
the bishop's throne by his pastoral letters, especially
on the question of State control of children, the youth
camp policy, the Nazis doctrines and ideologies. He
reminded me that the Allies should not think that all
Germans were Nazis., He protested about the murders of
German farmers by the Poles and the Russians, the burning
of the farms and the rape of the women in Germany. He
declared that he had always believed in Democracy, and

at the beginning of the Nazl rule a council of the German

“bishops had warned the Western Powers of the danger of war

but that nobody paid any attention to them. His brother,
Count von CGallen, had been in a concentration camp for
over a period of two years, because he was one of the
last deputies of the Prussian Diet, to give his demission
to the Party as such. He told us that every morning, a
Schuleleiter (School Inspector) visited every class in
each school asking the children if any one had the day
before heard anything said acainst the Fuhrer, the Naszi
Party or the Greater Reich., If a child only stood up,
without even saying a word, the parents were at once
arrested and sent to concentration camps and the child
sent into a Nazil institution to be raised as a good
Aryan, In 1941, during the Corpus Christi procession, a
Regiment of S.S. was sent from Recklinghausen to stop the
procession eand arrest the Bishop., When they arrived,

the Colonel came into the Cathedral to put the Bishop
under arrest but the Bishop, who was a man about six feet
and a half, took him by the collar and threw him out.

82, On 26 Jun 45 Major Battersby, Statiscian Publiec
Health Qfficer, and mysell paid a visit to the Famous
Bethel Protestant Colony, the largest of its kind in

Europe, Founded in 1869 by fastor Frederich von Bodelschwing,

the Institution is a unit of the Innere Mission. It
stands on the Hills above Bielefeld, a selfecontained
community of more than sixty buildings. It houses 6,500



inmates, cripples, epileptics, old people, invalids and
refugees. Devoting themselves to a life of self-sacrifice
in the care of the sick and the needy are 2,000 Sisters,
who undertake six years training and are then asked 1if
they are willing to spend the remainder of their lives

at the Institute. In charge is Sister Dora Schoof, for
ten years Matron of the (German Hospital in London, until
recalled in 1937 by Ribbentrop because, t o use her own
words, "of her friendship with the Jews". During the war
years much of the Institution's work was contrary to

Nazil precepts, and the story is told of a visit by S.S.
men with orders to immolate the most helpless inmates at
the time when the racial fitness creed had reached the
peak of fanaticism, The Pastor, then 65 years old, the
late Dr Frederich von Bodelschwing (son of the founder),
resisted and invited Hitler's own physician to visit the
institution, This he did, and the S.S. order was rescinded.
Several buildings were damaged by bombs during the raild
on the famous viaduct near the town inecluding the Sisters'
Homes and accommodation today is scarce. Now, while
grappling with the immediate problem of rellieving dis-
tress;, the organization is embarking upon a task = long
planned in secret during the dark days of the Nazl regime
- the mission of evangelisation, The Theoligical Ceollege
was reopened and 120 students will study for the next

12 months, The College was closed by the Nazis in 1937
and today there is a long waiting list, with little hope
of a cecommodation for more than a very small percentage.

83, As selfesupporting as present day conditions
permit, the colony has its own medical staff, teachers,
professors, its own shops, post office and clothes weaving
plants. One Building is a miniature factory where
aluminium pots and pans are made, some for sale, but
mainly to supply the needs of the community,

84, In another house, a group of eplleptics worked
under supervision at the cloth weaving looms. The finished
material is made into overalls, tableclothes and dresses.
In the valley beside EBethel are the colony's own farms
supplying the dairy needs of the community. Work is part
of the cure for many of the unfortunates in the Instit-
ution and each is fitted, as far as possible, into some
vocation which will suit either temperament or ability.

A little grey-haired lady of 70 is in charge of the
maternity hospital. Two hundred or so babies are born

in the hospital each month for many expectant mothers

are brought to the hospital simply because they have not
means of providing proper care for the bables. They

are placed in charge of fully~trained nurses, but often
entry to the hospital has been too long delayed. No
unfortunate is turned away from this institution: in-
deed, before the war, nationals from other European
countrles went there and today in the eplleptic wards there
are still many foreigners., With a greater need in Germany
now than ever before in her history, the Protestant Colony
of Bethel is endeavouring to discharge ideals to which

its Sisters are pledged - the care of the sick and the
needy. Special Instructions were received tat the Head-
quarters of B,A,0.R. that the Welfare Officer should take
special care of the Institution, Dr Kunze was the fin-
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ancial agent of the institution with whom I dealt during
my stay in Germany. All their requests were made through
Military Government channels.

85. Lengerich Asylum was a provincial institution,
which had been requisitioned by the British Army after
thelr arrival for a German Prisoners of War Hospital,
without notifying the Military Government. The patients
were transferred to the local schools in overcrowded
quarters and many were lostj; some hiding themselves in the
woods nearby, others going back home. The Institution
had a capacity of about 1200 patients. Five hundred of
whom were billeted into the local schools where they were
overcrowded and no sanitary accommodation whatsoever,

not even apooth for epileptics! treatment, Release of
the building was asked time after time from the Royal
Army Medical Corps but nothing was ever donej; until a
British soldier was murdered by one of the inmates. All
kinds of complaints poured to the local Detachment and
were forwarded to the Provincial Detachment Welfare Officer
for immediate action concerning this institution, Late
in the fall the establishment was released to the German
authorities,

INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO THE WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS

86, On 28 Jun 45 the first official meeting of all
German Welfare Organizations was held in the Parish House
of Innere Mission, Lippstadt, and presided over by the
Military Government Relief and Welfare Officer. The fol-
lowing German personnel were present: Landeshauptmann
Salzmann, Director of the Provincial Welfarej Pastor
Moeller, for Innere Mission; Dom Kapitular Holling, for
Caritas Verband (Munster); Dom Kapitular Bruckling for
Caritas Verband (Paderborn); Dr Teetmeyers, for Cerman Red
Cross; Dr Meyers, for Arbeitwohlfahrt (Workers Welfare).
The purpose of the meeting was to meet the directors of
all welfare organizations and reorganize them on a sound
democratic basis, We told them that the Military Govern-
ment insisted on a complete denagification ef their personnel
from the top to the bottom and warned them we would have
no mercy on those who did not answer their fragcbogen
honestly or had been ex~-members of the Party. No welfare
workers could be retained or accepted without first having
their fragebogen accepted by the Public Safety and Welfare
Branches of the Military Government,

87, Each welfare organization or society was to
make a report to the Welfare Branch of the Military Govern-
ment declaring the available space in the institutions

of their towns or Kreis giving the exact location and
pointing out those which were overcrowded and any which
could be temporarily repaired. The biggest problem was the
releasing of institutions which had been requisitioned by
the Wehrmacht and were now used by the Occupation Army as
hospitals for the Allied Forces or as Displaced Persons
Centres, Every day during the summer of 1945, Priests,
Sisters, Pastors came to our Branch asking that their
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institutions be released. In the beginning of September
1945, after the departure of the Displaced Persons to their
respective countries and the release of the German Ps.O.W.,
we were able to release hundreds of buildings to the
German welfare organizations., This became even more im-
portant when we learned of the impending arrival of

about 2,000,000 Germans from Poland whom 800,000 were

for the Province of Westphalia. A further report concern-
ing state of health, nourishment, the conditions of
clothing, living and heating in each area was called for
as soon as possible so that steps could be taken to pre-
vent epidemics that winter. See Appx "C"

88, There were many tasks for welfare that winter,
The re-organization of s oup-kitchens and if possible
sleeping accommodation for transients, evacuees and re-
fugees and Ps.0.W, demanded a high priority. The question
of communal feeding for people in bombed towns without
means of cooking could not be forgotten. The repatriation
of evacuated children and families through refugees centres
had to be organized before they could be placed by the
Housing Department, Accommodation for boys and girls

in the reformatory schools, the question of guardianship,
the screening of foster parents or people adopting children
and the ralsing of the children along democratic principles
all came under the Welfare Branch. Special care and feed-
ing for expectant mothers, nursing mothers, bables, old
people and orphans had to be provided. All Youth Organ-
izations were to be dissolved forthwith and none could

be re-organized without special authority from the

Military Government, The German War Legion (similar to

the Canadian Legion) and the Reich Unions of Persons
Injured by the War were to be abellished and absorbed by

the Provincial Welfare along with widows, orphans and
disabled veterans.,

89, Requests for fuel, motor cars, lorries, gasoline

- eoupons, tires, ete, for Welfare Directors and Institutions

were to be made through the Welfare Officer of the Military
Government, As all the Welfare funds had been frozen a
speclal order had been issued to all local banks by the
Finance and Property Control Branch of the Military
Government explaining how advances could be obtained,

90, Requests for building mater als had to be made
through Military Government echannels. All requests for
welfare needs at high level should be submitted to the
Welfare Officer at Military Government Provincial Head-
quarters, otherwise through the local detachment, Sug-
gestions concerning the new welfare policy were welcomed
by the Military Government. Teaching in all welfare
institutions was to be halted while samples of the books
used were forwarded to the Educational Branch of the
Military Government for approval, No welfare school
could be re-opened without authority of the Military
Government. All text books had to be screened and re=-
placed if not found acceptable, Directors of Institutions
should be screened by the Public Safety Officer in their
respective Kreis for the policy of the Military Govern-
ment was to eradicate all taint of Nazi ideology from these
so@leties and to ensure that they were in accordance with
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the principles of the Military Government. Germans of
Jewish Fuith were to be taken care of by the Gentile
Welfare Societies until they will be able to re-organize
their own groups. Nothing should be done to impede the
operations of those welfare socleties which had a sound
democratic or religious basis and were well established
before 1928, The Director of the Provinecial Welfare was
empowered to return any property which had been confiscated
by the Nazis. No new welfare organizations could be
formed or come into existence without the authority of
the Military Government,

o1, At the commencement of the occupation, the
cooperation between the Army and the Military Government
left nothing to be desired - the two organizations pulled
together admirably., As time went on, however, and due

to a number of reasons, the Army authorities began to

act independently, causing a great deal of misunderstanding
and unnecessary difficulty for the Military Government
which was endeavouring to act in as humane a manner as
possible, It should be understood that the German was
forever holding up the Geneva Conventions and the Inter-
national Conventions concerning the Laws and Customs of
War on Land as the basis of correct government of a de-
feated people. This was not generally appreclated by

the young commanders of the Army. On 3 Jul 45 we received
a visit from the ArchbBishop of Paderborn concerning certain
sanitoriums and unreasonable demands made by the Army,
Together, we interviewed the Assistant Deputy Governor

of the Military Government for the Province of Westphalia,
to whom the Archbishop explained the situation, This
matter had to be cleared up and was therefore refsrred

to General Montgomery who daid down that the Military
Government was the senior directing body and that Army
should take advice from the Military Government before

iInitiating any action whatsoever, After this undcrltandingh

had been reached the initial cooperation and svod feeling
was rosumed,

SOME LOCAL PROBLEMS

92, Welfare and Relief problems were growing more
and more acute every day. Requests were made to B.A.O.R.
Pers to haye ten more officers for the Province of West-
phalia. Civil Affairs Detachments in Holland were dlse
banded and officers were transferred to other detachments
of the British Military Government in Germany for dise
posal. We needed ten relief and welfare cfficers but
only one was posted as relief and welfare officer. =

Ma jor Yuille of the Canadian Army - the others were posted
to i1l other vacancies. We protested to the Executive
Branch of our Provincial Detachment but the answer was
that as relief and welfare officers were not yet on the
War Establishment of B,A.0.R., it was impossible to post
officers as such., Later in September 1945, welfare became
& section of a new Public Health and Welfare Branch,




93. On 11 Jul 45 we held our regular monthly German
welfare meeting. The question of repatriating 600,000
evacuated children, mothers and families scattered all
over Germany and in neighbouring countries was the main
topic of discussion, It was impossible to get trains for
repatriation alone and the s cheme was postponed because
all Allied Displaced Persons first had to be moved out to
make room for the ineoming German refugees. The other
problems of German welfare became more acute every days
lack of clothes, scarcity of food, fuel and accommodation,
lack of transportation for farm products to the institutions,
shortage of labour on the farms and lack of raw materials
to keep the reformatory schools! factories going. It

was still difficult to get buildings released by the
Oeccupation Army to relieve the overcrowded conditlons.

94. On 13 Jul 45 we visited the Archhishop of Pader-
born who told me that t wo Polish Colonels had asked if it
was possible to have 50 Polish Priests for Polish Dis-
placed Persons Camps. Most of the Poles had not been to
Church since their evacuation from Poland at the beginning
of the war, The Archbishop's role as protector of the
Polish Displaced Persons had been reported to us by many
reliable Poles in Westphalia. Both Caritas Verband and -Innere
Mission had taken care of many hundreds of thousands of
Displaced Persons during their stay in Germany. On my
return this request was made to Religious and Educational
Branch of Control Commission, Germany, and it was granted
at once, The Diocese of Paderborn had been one of the
largest in Germany but now a big section was situated in
the Russian Zone. The Archbishop asked us if it was
possible to keep the Cerman men working, especlally those
released from the Wehrmacht, because seeing them loafing
or d oing nothing would endanger morale, They should be
kept busy so they would not have time to think about
Nazism or new subversive ideas, He claimed that Germany
had paid dear enough for the National Socialism and that
he did not wish something similar- to replace 1it,

95. Hamm, one of the most important railway junctions
in Cermany, had been bombed almost every week during

the last year of the war., The Marinstift Hospital, one

of the largest in the district, had suffered severely from .
air raids, only one section being suitable for hospital-
ization - the eestwerd on the main floor, On the day we

‘visited the institution it was raining and the water was

pouring onto the patients' beds and all over the place.
To remedy this situation eight huts were later released
by the Town Major at Beckum. On the same day, we visited
the bunkers and sheltera which were used for travelling
mothers and children under the supervision of the German
Red Cross for medical care, nursing and administration
and found them in perfect condition.
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REMOVING NAZI PERSONNEL

- 96, On 18 Jul 45 I visited the Famous Brown Sister's
School, the Wimbern Hospital, near the town of Menden,

The Brown Sisters were a National Socialist Welfare Sister-
hood, a party organization of N.8.D.A.P. but they were
called Brown Sisters because their custom was to wear
brown dresses like Nuns. Their purpose was sooner or
later to r emove the religious influence in this field by
replacing the confessional Sisters with nurses grounded

in Nazi ideology. Upon my arrival, the hospital was in
charge of a Polish Director. Inquiries proved that he had
been brought from Poland, in January 1945, to be attached
to the Hospital staff and through the intrigue of the
Polish Liaison Officer at B.A.0.R. he had displaced the
former director after the Germans surrendered, He was
charged with being a notorious Nazil collaborator in

Poland who had been sent to Western UGermany before the
Russian advance, During my stay in the hospital, I found
out that the Nazi ideology was still going on, Question=-
‘ng a few displaced persons, patients in the hespital,

I discovered that there were still some of the Sisters
greeting each other with "Heil Hitler", I informed the
Chief Doctor that this custom must cease forthwithj he
protested that he knew nothing of 1t. He was told that the
Nazl teaching must cease, a sample of all the text books
be glven to me and 211 the Nursing Sisters' books be
placed under lock and key at once. Warning was given

that the first one caught giving the Nazil greeting was to
be severely dealt with. Fragebogen were handed out to

all staff and personnel to be filled in as soon as pos=-
sible.

97. Upon the arrival of the Americans, the Chief
Doctor had been arrested and shot by the Americans and
the Chief Nurse suspended because their brutal tréeatment
of German patients., The Chlef Nurse however was still

on the staff, never dismissed and always raising trouble
in the hospital, so I had her fired at once and out she
went, Both of them had practiced sterlization on patients
and had a few murders to their credit., The staff had
never been fragebogen or scrcened. Upon my arrival in
Munster, I reported the case to the Chief of Public Health
Branch and to Educational Branch. A3l the books were
carefully screened, every one condemmed and found unfit
for democracy. I visited the Public Safety Officer of
our Detachment, who could hardly believe what I had told
him, Ten cdays later, Iwent back tc the hospital to
collect the fragehogens, dismissing the Polish Doctor

end replacing him by a German. The former had acted like
a dictator since our arrival and had not reported to the
Military Government the conditions exlsting at the
hospital. Every fragebogen had been carefully screened
by the Public Safety Officer of our Detachment, Of 80

on the staff, 25 of the most néterious were at once dise
missed. The new director made up a list of people to

be dismissed on account of antiereligious opinions and
Nazi fenatism. Many patients had died at the hospital

without seeing a clergyman because some nurses had re-
fused them the visit of a priest or pastor,

28, A few weeks later, I paid a visit to see if
the orders had been carried out only to find out shat
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some of the offenders were still there, I found out that a
British Medical Brigadier had ordered that nobody could be
dismissed without his consent, I went to see him and ex-
plained the situation but nothing was done., Finally one
day the Public Safety Officer sent me back the fragebogens
saying that the case was closed. I was greatly dls-
appointed but when the Educational Branch found out about
the ¢ ase 1t was another story., Later, I heard that most

of the staff had been replaced except the chief doctor and
a few of the original group. It took patience but I had the
place finally cleaned of the Nazis.

REPATRIATION OF EVACUATED CHILDREN AND MOTHERS

29, On 19 Jul 45 a special meeting was held under
the authority of the Military Government, Welfare and
Transportation Branches, and all the German Welfare Org-
anizations concerning the repatriation of Westphallan
children and mothers who had been evacuated to other Zones.
The following groups were represented: Provinclal Wel-
fare, German Red Cross, Innere Mission, Caritas Verband,
Social Democratic Worker's Welfare and Evangelical Hilf~
swerk, A scheme was to be submitted by all the German
welfare organizations as soon as possible and forwarded
for approval to the Military Government, It was specified
that the Reichbahn (German Raillways) were not to loan

or move a train without our approval, I explained clearly
to them that food for the Evacuees had to be provided

from German sources, The German Red Cross was in charge

of the trains and the other welfare organijgatlons were
subordinate to them. The hour of departure from the ene
training point, and of arrival at the main detraining
point in each district, and all requests for train, move-
ments all were to be cleared through the Welfare Oflicer
of the Military Government,

100, Written instructions were provided and every-
thing was explained very clearly so no mistakes could

be made through ignorance. When you explain something

to a German, you have to be very expliclt otherwise he

will take advantage. of you, I warned them that re-

quests for trains should be made in a certain restricted
period of time and that it was still impossible to re=-
patriate children and mothers from Austria, Hungary and the Russia:
Zone, For the present, requests for travelling permits
would be granted as soon as possible for Innere Mission

and Caritias Verband representatives to make agreements about
repatriation of children and mothers in the American and
French Zones, Schleswig-Holstein, Demmark and other parts

of the Britlsh Zone, Their duty was to choose assembly
points, and prepare llsts of refugees and their destinations.

101, A few weeks later, the plan was submitted to

1st Corps, where it was well understood that train movement
orders should be handed over by the Railway Officer to

the Cerman Railways with an authorization letter from the
Military Government. Due to the shortage of coaches and
locomotives the movement of the evacuees had to be
carefully synchronized with D.P, moves., The operation
took over two months finishing about the end of Uctober,
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The German Red Cross was in charge of the trains, To each
train was attached a hospital car to take care of the sick
and a fleld kitchen to feed the Evacuees, Tlime tables
were arranged for detraining them as close as possible

to their destinations. In each town Caritas Verband and
Innere Mission had set up 2 special welfare committee to
receive the children and mothers, For those who had no
home to go to camps were set up until a home could be
found., During the war the chief function of the German
Red Cross had been the transporting of casualties, civilian
and military, throughout the Reich and the Soclety was

now used to assist in the distribution of refugees to
Kreis from the dispersal camps in variocus Reglerung
Bezirke (Governmental District). They also possessed a
competent nursing service and were used to provide staffs
for assisting German Medical Officers at all stages during

the handling of the refugees from Poland,

102, All this was not achieved without some con=
fusion. One morning a train with 1500 children evacuated
from the American Zone arrived in the city of Reckling-
hausen without any warning, An inquiry was held but as
usual nobody knew amything.of it. On another oceasion,

I received a telephone from lst Corps at Iserlohn saying
that a train had been stopped at the border of the Amere
lcan Zone going to fetch evacuated children in Bavaria.

I gave orders to hold the train until further notice and
at once summoned all the Directors of Welfare Organizations
to my office, I found that Provincial Welfare and
Caritas Verband had gone to the Reichbahn at Bielefeld,
requcsting a train, saying that Capt LaBrosse had given
the authority for the train movement., I paraded the
Welfare Directors to the Commanding Officer of our Pro-
vinclal Detachment, who warned them that the next time

Military Government Orders were not respected they would
be dismissed and sent to jail,

103, As the refugees problems became more acute
evary day, a new Branch was formed at Internal Adminise
tration and Communieation Division called the Refugees
Branch to handle the Germans who were expelled from the
East of Germany; over 2,000,000 of whom were to be moved
into the British Zone. This new Branch moved them from
dispersal camps in the British Zone to the different
Provinces, Westphalia alone taking half a million. The
new committee handled not only refugees but also released

German Ps .0.W. and greatly reduced the work of the Wel-
fare Branch of the Military Government,

NAZI YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

104, l. Jugenvolk (Young Pecple)

The Nazi education of the child started with Jugenvolk

which all the boys and glrls joined at the age of ten.

2, Hitler's Jugend (Hitler's Youth)
From the Jugendvolk the boys passed to Hitler's Jugend at
the age of 14. They remained members of this organization
until they were 19 years old, when they served six months
in the Labour Service., The indoectrination of the young
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men with Nazi ideals was the chief function of this
organizution.

3. Bunddeutschermadchen (League of the German
CGirls)
The girls on reaching the age of 14 became members of Ehils
league, which corresponded to the Hitler's Jugend for boys.
At the age of 19, the girls usually served six months in
the Labour Service,

4, Studentenbund (Students Associations)
The boys and girls who continued their studies in the
universities after the age of 19, when they would normally
have gone to the Labour Service or after they had served
thelr six months there, continued to be supervised and
controlled by this assoclation.

5. Arbeit Dienst (Labour Service)
Boys and girls on reaching the age of 19 were sent to
Labour Service Camps where they remained six months,
The boys did useful work in drainage, reforestation, road-
building and settlement, The girls worked either in |
domestic service or on the farms, Intense indoctrination
in Nazi ideals was carried on in the evenings and week-
ends. The boys who proved diligent and showed promise
of bheing leaders were appointed the posts in the Party
and Government Services. It was estimated that this
service took half a wmillion young pecple off the labour
market every year, The boys then served thelir time as
soldiers under the conseription laws, while the girls
returned to domestic life or to c¢ivil employment. No
girl was allowed to hold a remunerative post until she
had served her six months in the Labcur Camp. All men and
women entering paid s ervice had to joln the Labour Front
and become a member of the compulsory occupatlional Es=
tates that controlled their particular callings. All
Trade Unlons and Employers' Asscclatlons and all unorganized
employess and employers were compelled to join the Labour
Front, The Employers were to "lead"; the workers to
follow, While the employers forfeited some of their
rights as owners they continued to direct the business,
were entitled to the profits accruing therefrom and had
certain powers conferred on them by the State,

AIMS OF NAZI EDUCATION

105, The chief object of Nazi education was to supplant
family ' influence, secure control of the adolescent mind,
and to train the youth of Germany to be blind devotees
to Hitler, 1In his speech of May 1937, Hitler promised
io dispose of paternal opposition to his system as fol=-

ows s

We will take the children away and train

and educate them to become new Germans., VWe
will take them away when they are 10 years
old and bring them up in the spirit of the
community until they are 18. They shall

not escape us. They will join the Party, the
Storm Troopers, the Black Guards or other
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formations, or go into the factories or
offices, Later they will do military

service, Who shall dare say that such
training will not produce a new Natlon?

All Nazi schocling was designed to produce a new gener-
ation of soldiers and young mothers ignorant of conditions
outside of Germeny, holding grotesque opinions about
other nations and leaders, but fanatlically believing in
Hitler as the God-sent savious whom it was thelr privilege
to serve. On Hitler's accession to power the teaching
profession was ruthlessly screened and the first qualif-
ication for a dmission to its ranks became the possession
of a.Farty ticket. The resulting shortage of teachers

was never quite made good, even by an influx of inferior
teachers but the Kazls did not bother about this, merely
curtailing the schooling perloed,

106, The complete mental Nagification of the
growing generation is a factor with which we shall have
to reckon long after Hitler is overthrown. Every school
subject was taught first and foremost from a political
standpoint with a political object. A vast nurber of
scientific works were proscribed in 1933 as b eing con=-
trary to the new doctrine and the writings of learned
Jewish authors were publicly burnt., In thelr place

new textbooks had been issued which presented everything
« history, literature, even mathematics and science =~
from a racial standpoint, designed to glorify Germany

and to train the children to become unthinking followers
of Hitler in the coming conquest of the worlds, Two songs
had been always sung, not merely as patriotic ditties,
but as a profession of faith « "Deutschland Uber Alles"
and another the last line of which was "Heute gehort uns
Deutschland under morgen die ganze welt" ("the world will
be ours to-morrow as Germany to-day"). Any attempt on
the part of the parents in the homes to inculcate any
other prineciples, Christian or democratic, was vigourously
checked. The children were ordered to report to the
authorities if their parents made the slightest criticism
of the officlal doctrine, sc that an atmosphere of fear,
susplicion and mutual distrust often grew up in families
where formerly the greatest affection prevailed. Parents
wore ordered to answer, when asked by the children, "To
whom do we really belong"?, only "You belong to Hitler",
Nazi education was designed to turn the male youth into
fanatical warriors, and the female youth into no less
fanatical mothers of a further generation of fanatlcal
warriors, :

RE=ORGANIZATION OF GERMAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

107. On our arrival the whole Nazi Youth Movement

had been dissolved. It was agreed that while Youth love-
ments came properly under the Educational Branch, their
activities were largely concerned with those of Welfare

and our section found it desirable to have some cooperation
from the few democratic youth movements which had not been
nazifieds The programmes of these movements were care-
fully studied, screened and considered by the Military
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Government before they were allowed to carry on. The two
chief groups allowed to c ontinue were "The Falcon' and
"Phe Grester Dortmund Youth Movement". It was specified
by the Military Government and understood by the Youth
Movements that former leaders of Hitler's Youth, members
of the N.S.D.A.P. and affilisted orgenizations as well

as ex~-officers of the Wehrmacht and police were to be
excluded. The avowed purpose of both groups was to gather
working people of all races and religions and educsate
them to be good citigzens of a democratic State, They
hoped to awaken in the young working people all the
positive elements of character, decency, dignity and a
taste for beauty. Friendship, cooperation, gallantry and
goliderity were accepted watchwords,

108, One of the main problems was to find rooms

for their clubs, as space was very restricted in the dis-
triet. They asked for the release of the Youth Hostels,
which were numerous in Westphalia, but they had been
requisitioned for the Evacuees from Poland, and usually
the movements had %o find their own accommodation, The
Youth Movements ssked to have a representative on the
Provincial Welfare Committee but this request was re-
fused by the Educatlional Branch at 918 Military Govern=
ment, who supervised both movements.

108, In September 1945, 80 boys and girls met in
Dortmund to form the first circle of the Falcon Movement,
This organization, founded in Vienna in 1928, had seen
its actlvities reduced to a minimum during the Hitler
regime but had retained its democratic principles and
had slways been respected, The Falcons were supported
by the Soclal Democrats and had the advantage of keen
end capable leaders, Their weakness was a tendency to
act high handedly. They proposed %o teach democracy
through work and play but disapproved of balleroom
dancing at their meetings and political discussion among
members under 18, They asked Welfare for many items:
musical Instruments, games of all kinds, literature

and text books, material for carpentry, hiking material,
A requaest to be allowed to wear coloured uniforms, flags,
etc, was r efused partly because of shortages but also
because it seemed a possible start for a parae-military
organization. The Sunday before Christmas 1945, The
Falcons presented a "Sunday Morning Music Concert" with
the Youth Music Band and young actors of the municipal
theatre, which was attended by over 800 people, During
the Christmas Season they distributed hand-made toys and
all kinds of biscuits to several thousand destitute
children. 3ome groups had made doll theatres and arranged
doll=-plays for the children, The Falcons had worked
prodigiously for their Christmas programme and had raised
enough funds to pay their expenses. The members were
very enthusiastic about the help given by the British
Red Cross and seemed very happy. Thls was not strange
for Youth Movements had been always popular in Germany,
even before Hitler set up his elaborate programme,

110, The Greater Dortmund Youth Movement, the chief

rival of the Falcons, was founded by the leaders of a group

which had been absorbed by the National Soelalist Welfare
in 1933. The programme of the Greater Dortmund was more




- 40 =

serious and up=~to-date than that of the Falcons. They
insisted that no youth in their movement should be

bound to the politics of any party, but that all should work at

the important task of preparing the way for a new democratiec
form of life., Their groups met twice a week and studied
musie, arts, languages and foreign affairs. The Greater
Dortmund Youth Movement was in the organization phase and
their activities were somewhat limited but with the passage
of time both organizations may help to form a good German
democratic youth, It will be pretty hard for certain
young Germans to lose their mentality of supariority even
among thelr country-men. Both Military Government and
British Red Cross were surprised at the progress made in
8o short a time.

111. There wes conslderable tension between the
movements; The Greater Dortmund Youth Movement claiming
that The Falcons were using thelr organization as a
tralning ground for party leaders. Inquiries made by
the Military Government into the matter declared that
the claims were unjustifled but special instructlons
were ‘issued by the Military Government to keep a close
check on the activities of all Youth Movements. This
supervision was later turned over to the British Red
Cross when they started to work in the Zone,

112, The Catholics and Evangelical Churches had not
asked permission from the Military Government to reopen
thelr Youth Movements when I left., Caritas Verband had
opened a camp ncar Munster, where over 4,000 youths from
the Wehrmacht had been sent to be re-educated in Church
principles and democratic ideals, There were a few

of these camps 1n Westphalia and the churches had really
done some good work there., Both Churches were very
susplcious of thess new Youth Movements fearing that they
might detract from the work of the Churches as Hitler's
Youth had done before the War,

FURSORGE (PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RELIEF)

113, Public Welfare programmes in Cermany included
all governmental activities for the prevention and treat-
ment of dependency, neglect, delinquency, c¢rime and
physical and mental handicaps. It also embraced the
various types of assistance, such as general assistance,
work relief, assistance to special groups and the new
types of a1d made necessary by the war. Thec legal
framework for all public welfare was provided by the
Constitution of Weimar Republic, The two basic laws

of publiec welfare remained under the liazi Regime and
formed the framework within which welfare work was car-
rled out although changes had been made s ince 1933 in
regard to adminlstrative centralization and the cone
ception under which it was extended. The treatment of
the needy was no longer determined by the individual's
need but by the value of the individual to the community
as judged by the National Socialist Standard. The Nazis
had centrelized welfare so they could control it more
easily, The State and District welfare agencies had
charge of public assistance on the basis of the Third Tax
Emergency Order of 14 Feb 24. Their resources consisted

——S



o481 &

of Federal contributions made on the basis of budgetary
allocations of the proceeds of certain taxes, etc, and

-subesidies from the Reich, the States and communities.

114, Upon our arrival, special instructions were
received from the Finance and Property Control Branch of
Internal Administration and Communication Division of
Control Commission Germany, that the German Provinclal
Welfare should continue to pay the existing rates of
relief until further notice. Milltary Government would
not issue new retes until a survey had been made of the
money in banks and of how many people were working or
unemployed. Heavy industry had been destroyed or para=-
lysed when we arrived, and trade was almost 2t a complete
standstill, To check the black market and to prevent

the cost of living from rising unduly, Military Govern=-
ment established a price control board for foeod, housing,
etes Nearly 50% of the population of the Ruhr area was
receiving relief, and the lack of housing facilities and
the offers of Allied soldiers to buy certain luxury goods
made inflation a real danger. The ordinary fursorge
rates during the Nazl rezime had been as follows:

(a) Man and wife 40 Reich Mark per month

(b) Child aver 16 20«25 " . a "

(c¢) Child under 16 15«20 " ” " -

(d) Rent 50 » - " "

(e) The local relief official could make
additional allowances for food, fuel,
light and clothing repairs.

Rates of fursorge were f{ormerly dependent on the standing
of the indlvidual in the Nazi Party; disabled 8.8. and
soldiers' widows getting the highest rates. A small
family in a country village could receive more money
than a bilg family in an urban centre, il %lhiey were good
Nazls, In fact many members of the Party had never
worked, receiving a special rate of fursorge as salary.
A searching Inquiry had been made by the Military :
Government into the rates paid by the fursorge and it
was decided to establish a "lMeans Test", Previous de-
duetion of a special tax on working people ard on those
who had a specifled income was made to maintain the
fursorge,

115. Military Government in the British Zone was
trying vo produce a balanced budget, from provincial
estimates and fursorge requirements would take one=eighth
of the total revenue of the Zone., In every province
there were varlations in the rules governing the payment
of fursorge and the committee wished the provinces te
submit proposals for:

(a) a minimun universal rate of fursorge,

(b) the maximum amount which any individual
might have in property, invisible or
visible assets, and still be eligible
for fursorge.

The Provincial Welfare authorities were glven three weeks
to submit these facts and figures. It was understood
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that there could bodno modification of a fixed rate and
while the different provinces had different condltions

to take into account, Westphalla fixed a sum necessary
to purchase food allowed on the ration cards and a little
over for other non=rationed purchases. The exlsting rate
for an adult was 30 to 40 Reich Mark per week and 20

for children per week. Questlonnalreswere forwarded to
every Military Governmuent detachment for the German officlals
to fill in the present rates. 8Specilal rates were sus-
pended forthwlth and only the regular rate was to be

paid until further notice. See Appx "D"

116, A month after the sending of the "iMeans Test"
to German Officials, reports began to come in and they were
checked by our branch, a copy kept for our records and
the others sent to Public Welfare Branch at Internal
Administration and Comuunication Division for further
consideration until a minimum and maximum rate could be
approved by Control Ccmmission. Germen welfare authorlties
reported that there had been no recrimination at the ~
reduction of the rates among the populatlon, It was ‘
© the policy of the Control Commission, Germany, that the |
rates in the Ruhr should be raised and those in the ‘
rural district decreased because of the cost of living and 1
the desiroyed areas. In the rural districts undamsged %
towns ot the same rates as rural districts, Towns such ‘
as Munster, Paderborn, etec, which had been completely '
destroyed were to receive the same rate as towns in the Ruhr,

VICTIMS OF NAZISM {
117, In the fall of 1945 a few ex-inmates of con=-
centration camps hed formed a Wiedergutmachtung Kommittee |

(Restitution Committee for the ex=-victims of Nazism) with
thelir Headquarters in The City of Munster snd branches
1=} in other cities. The members of the new assoclation were
all persons, who had been in concentration camps, Jews,
priests, hall=Jews or Germans who had been impriscned
because they llistened to ti» B,B,C., carried out espionnage
cr sabotage, deserted the Wehrmacht or made contact with
foreign persons, Their claims may have been justified
but they seem to have used Welfars as camouflage to form
a new political party. The committee had been operating
for over a month, without the knowledge of the Military
Governmont, and some members of the committee had alraady
expelled German families from thelr homes, taking
possession of thelr furniture and personal belongings for
thelr wembers with a special identification card, and
although the only identification card recognized by the
Military Govermnment and tne Military Authoritles was the
one issued by the German Civilian Government approved
by the Military Government, the president of the committee
had declared that his cards had been approved and re=
cognized by the Militery Government as identification
cards, A speclal paragraph was written at the bottom
of the card saylng that the bearer of the card had

ggiority on food, c¢lothes, fuel, housing, positions,
(¢ L] 3
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118,257, We were warned of these activities by the
British Field Security Section in Munster, for many Cerman
families had complained to the Sectlon and a few of

their members had been summoned to the Security Officer
for informastion and when asked for their identification
they had produced their membership card saying that the
Welfare Branch of the Milltary Government had approved

of it. We at once denied thls and had the members
brought to our branch for further questioning. We warned
them that these cards were worthless and I summoned Herr
Kung, the presldent of the committee, and warned him that
practice of issuing cards must cease forthwlth and the
coumittee be dissolved, They had been promising all
kinds of impossible things to their members, Two German
Pe.0.,W, working in a labour unit had been teld that on
application to their Officer Commanding with thelir mem-
bership cards they would be discharged from the Wehr-'
macht at once., See Appx "E" :

119, The committee levied no fees but the directors
appeared to have biackmalled the German officials to fin-
ance thelr movement. We found out after inquirles

that these dlirectors Lad been kncwn as dangerous peoliticians
before 1933 and the Nazls had taken no chances with thoem,
One of them, a member of the old politlical party before
1933, had jolned the Nuzls and made a collection smongst
the old party members saying 1t was for their old party

to fight Nazism, He brought his colle ction to the Nazi \
offlcials, where & check proved that he had kept half

of the money. He was sentenced to 12 years in a con-

centration camp. ‘

120, A few weeks later, thelr representative in
Dortmund presented an application to form & local Restitution
Committee under the Military Governmsnt., In the mean=
time, we had received a confidential letter from our
Headquarters in Bunde that soon a Zonal Polley = No. 20
= was to be released for ex-immates of concentration
camps and the formatlon of the Special Kreis Assistance
- Committees. I explained to Herr Gebeni the special
procedure that had to be followed to have his committee
approved and pointed out that till he complied with the
rules it was impossible to allow the society to operate.
After all the warnings he went to see the Oberprasident
(The German Governor of the Province) to have his com=
mittee spproved by the Military Government, The Ober-
prasident had given him some encouragement but now he
found that Herr Gebonl was trying to make a politcal
capltal from this organigation fer the provineial elections
in the summer of 1946. '"his was confirmed by the Publie
Safety Branch who reported after our inquiry that the
whole thing was & scheme to form & new political party
using welfare as a camouflege. See Appxs "F" o "gn

121. - In November 1945 we lssued Zone Poliey No.

2@ - Special Agsistance for ex-inmates of concentration
camps = with 1nstructicns for formation of the Kreis
Speclal Assistance Committees, As this instruetion

was complicated we were obliged to explain it very
clearly to the German authorities. Copies of the instruec-
tions were forwarded to every Milltary Govermment De=
tachment in the province, and through the German Civilian
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Government under the Oberprasident of Westphalia to the
mayor of every city, town or village. A special pro=-
clamation was posted all over the province in English
and German notifying ex-inmates of concentration camps,
etc, that they had a period of two calendar months to
present their claims to the Kreis Special Assistance Com=-
mittee, The German Governmental authorities thought

at first that this proclamation was only to apply to
those who had actually been in concentration camps, but
we explained that it applied to all those who had been
victims of Nazis persecutions - those who had been sent
to jall or other institutions of confinement as well as
their widows, orphans and dependents, For example Herr
Gronosky, who for years had been the Oberprasident of
the province of Westphalis, was dismissed without pen-
sion when Hitler came into power and became completely
destitute, This scheme was intended to help those who
had suffered, not only on humenitarian grounds, but also
to s how the Germans that those who had suffered in their
_opposition to Nazism would be reasonably recompensed,

In each Kreils of the province the Burgelirmeister or Lane

0 drat was to set up a committee called the Kreis Special

Assistance Committee, Millitary Government was responsible
to s ee that these committees were set up, that every
member was fragebogen and screened by the Public Safety
Officer of the Krels Detachment, See Appx "K"

/‘//flxz. A few weeks later, I asked the Oberprasident
about formation of the committees only to learn that
nothing had been done yet, He stated that he made a
speclal appendix of 20 pages to our Instructien No, 20,
When I asked who had given permission to change these
instructions he said that this was a German matter, I
explained him that the matter was already complicated
without making it worse but we forwarded a copy of his
appendix to our Headquarters branch at Internal Admin-
istration and Communications Division where it was re-

‘D jected, Other provincial committees had already begun
to function so I instructed all our Military Government
Detachments that the committees should be put to work
forthwith and reports forwarded to our Headquarters.

123, A week later, the Oberprasident came into our
office to know if 1t would be possible to form a Pro=-
vinclal Board of Appeal to revise the decision of the
Krels Special Assistance Committee if the claimant felt
the decision of the Committee adverse. I explained that
claimants had the right of appeal to the local Military
Government Detachment within 14 days of an adverse
decision being given, Detachments receiving these
appeals could eitler uphold or reverse the decision of
the Kreis Special Assistance Committee, Military Govern=
ment might intervene on their own authority and quash
any declsion of the committee without appeal., If the
local Detachment found it impossible to glve a decision
the case should be referred to the Provincial Welfare
Branch Headquarters. A few days later, the British
Executive 0fficer for German Control came to my office
asking authorization for the Jberprasident to form

his Provincial Board of Appeal as the wish of the Com=
manding Officer., I explained to Major Emeck that the



- 45 =

instructions were not political but Military Government
rulings and referred his Officer Commanding to our Heade
quarters in Bunde who refused the local board,

OPERATION OF THE OFFICIAL ASSISTANCE COMMITTEES

124, The Committees consisted of: one legal re-
presentative (chairman), one member of the public, one
ex-inmate of concentration camp or, in a Kreis where such
a person 1s not available, one person who had actively
opposed the Nazi regime or suffered at 1ts hands, or a
member of the Kreis nominated council, Our committees
operated very well, only two appeals were submitted to
our office and they were very special cases, The few
members found inacceptable to Military Government were
at once replaced, The great question was eligibility
for assistance., An ex~-inmate of concentration camp,
providing that he was not living in a Displaced Persons
Camp, was eligible for special assistance,

(a) if he was a displaced person of un=-
determined nationality;

(b) was a displaced person of a state which
had remained neutral during the war;

(c) was an enemy or ex-enemy national who had
been sentenced for imprisonment for any one
or more of the following reasonss

(1) because he offended against Nazi
laws or racial doctrines,

(11) because he had religious convictions
or belonged to a religious organization
" which conflicted with Nazi laws or
poliey,

(111) because hebelonged to a political
party actively opposed to the Nazis
or resisted joining the party.

125, A special clause had been inserted to prevent
the following categorlies from applying for this relief:

(a) exe~active members of the party;
(b) mutinous members of the Wahrmacht}

(¢c) those detained solely because they had
had a sectional quarrel with the Nazi
party, e.g. persons detained for being
involved, or detained in connection with
recent purges of the Nazi Party. (In
very exceptional cases Military Government
approved Special Assistance f or such
people.)

(d) Those who had been detained under the
German eriminal Laws. (Many persons had
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been detained for reasons other than those
for which they were officially charged
and these persons could apply to Military
Goverment for a review of their casesg

Those who, while in a concentration camp,
assisted in the punishment or persecution
of other inmates;

Those, who, since the occupation, had been
tried by a military or civilian court and
sentenced to imprisonment. (Persons of
this category who appealed to Military
Government were judged on thelr merits and
the claims of a person imprisoned for a
small matter like a breach of curfew in

mitigating circumstances might well be

uphald.)

126, Claims were to be made only to the committee of
the Kreis in which the applicant normally resided. This
made 1t easier for the committee to verify the claims,

" The burden of proof of eligibility for special benefits

rested with the claimants, whose claims had to be endorsed
by one of the following:

(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

As similar organijations had been set up in other zones, it
was easy for them to verify the true position of the claimants.

Any British Officer of Military Govern-
ment serving with a Kreis Detachment;

German Police Authorities;
Priests, or Ministers of religion;
Judicilal officials, lawyers, notaries.

187, A successful claimant was entitled to the

followings
(a)
(b)

(e)

(a)

Rations as medium heavy-workers;

Priority on housing for himself and his
family;

Priority of employment if found fit for
work (many came baék in such state that
they will be never able t o work again);

Financial aid of 50% more than the
ordinary Public Assistance Relief Rate,
with a reasonable allowance for rent,

to apply to the whole family of the
claimant. If the claimant refused to

work he could be submitted to a Means

Tests, The duration of relief was 26 weeks.
to be continued only after a Mcans Test un=-
less the applicant proved his inability

to work. Persons who qualified and had
suffered physical and mental injury of
permanent or semi-permanent nature were

eligible for an indefinite perlod subject

to annual review,
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Statistics showing the number of applications, number
interviewed, number awaiting interview and number to whom
benefits had been granted as at the last day of the month,
were forwarded by the Kreis Special Assistance Committese
through Welfare channels to Province level. From there
they were passed into British channels and forwarded to
Internal Administration and Communications Division
(Public Hesl th and Welfare Branch) pending the formation
of a statical Bureau at Main Headgquarters Contrel Com=
mission for Germany. For text of Inst. No.20, See Appx "L"

PLANS FOR COMMUNAL FEEDING

128, On 20 Aug 45 a meeting was held at the City
Hall of Dortmund for all the Welfare Organizations in

the Ruhr District, twelve towns in all being represented.
The main problem of this meeting was to find a way to

feed people 1if no coal was to be released to individuals
for the coming winter of 1945. They discussed means to
establish communal kitchens which could provide a bal~
anced diet of a higher caloric value than family cooking
could provide under the present circumstances, A

standard of 1800 calories was considered a desirable figure
to establish, 1In the course of the meeting I asked for
an outline of the proposals for my personal consideration
as I well knew some difficulties which would arise. For
example, Military Covermment had frozen all kitchen equip-
ment for inventory purposes and nothing could be done
until release was effected,

129, The meeting approved the appointment of Dr
Grosse-Boyman, who had been in charge of communal feeding
during the bombing of the Ruhr-Westphalian District, as
director with other directors of welfare associations

of the Ruhr Distriet and myself as representative of
Military Government to assist him, The general plan,
which was drawn up and operated by German authorities
under Military Government supervision, called for the
establishment of publie soup kitchens, communal kitchens
and field kitchens, the latter being considered important
in case of epidemics which might require isolation of
large groups. A weekly rate of three and a half Reich Marks
was laid down as the official price for meals.

130, The food office were prepared to grant certain
additional rations beyond the usual allotments for char-
itable institutions in a community. The expansion of

the public kitchens was possible, but the Germans seemed
to be too proud to go to those kitchens for food., The
so-called Community kitchens, destined to feed profes-
sional people, were more popular than the public kitchens.
The heavy and medium workers in the factories were taken
care of by the works kitchen under Military Government
supervision but there was not sufficient care of the
normal consumption rations of the ordinary workers who
were without cooking apparatus of their own, or lived too.
far from their working places., Military Government was
asked to give special consideration to the expansion of
the community kitchens,




131. On 27 Aug 45 another meeting was held at the
City Hall of Recklinghausen where all the representatives
of the welfare assoclations were present, The scheme for
communal feeding was submitted by Dr CGrosse-Boyman

and his welfare assoclates for consideration by Military
Government, A long list of requirements was handed over
for approval by Military Govermnment, The most urgent
items were cooking vessels, stoves, insulated vessels

for food transportation, kitchen installations, fuel for
stoves, staff rations, transport, financlal requirements,

etec. We made a short survey of the situation and decided:

that in view of the size of the scheme it would be hetter
to delay communal feeding until Military Government had
given the matter serious consideration. Meanwhile
hospitals and charitable organizations, which had soup
kitchens and communal feeding centres for the poor, old,
infirmed, and for those having no cooking facillities,
should continue their work, To give an idea of the size
of the scheme the follewing excepts from the requirements
are presenteds

(a) 546 Stoves

(b) 18,200 vessels for transpertation
(¢) 90,000 kilos coal per day

(d) 182 chief cooks

(e) 1093 cooks

gf; 7,500 assistants

g) 182 5 ton lorries

h) 250,320 kilos of potatoes daily
i) 65,520 kilos vegetables.

The weekly expense of feeding 950,000 people per day was
estimated at 182,000 Relch Marks.

132, Upon my return to our detachment, I submitted
the scheme to the North German Coal Control Branch for
consideration, They judged the scheme too big and re-
ferred it to the Headquarters of the North German Control
Commission for Germany at Essen, There we were told the
scheme must first have the approval of the Food and
Agriculture Headquarters at Minden, Headquarters for the
whole British Zone. I went to Minden and had an inter-
view with the Director of the Food and Agriculture
Branch who refused to take the responsibility. Every
branch of Military Government seemed to be in favour of
it but nobody wanted to place the plan before General
Montgomery who alone could have made the decision,

133, I warned the Food and Agriculture and other
branches of Military Government that sooner or later this
scheme would have to be adopteds As I travelled through
the Province, visiting and inspecting institutions, I
saw thousands of Cermans going to the farmers, buying
food and reselling it at black market prices in the

big cities., Military Government authorities warned the
Germaa Civillan Govermnment of the matter but it was
impossible for them to cope with the situation due to

the lack cf police to watch the roads for delinquents,
Rural Districts had more food = in fact certain districts
had a surplus of food which they could not export due

to the lack of transportation, particularly refrigerator
cars to move meat and fish to the urban areas, On 18



Dec 45 a special meeting was held at the 0ffice of the
Deputy Military Governor (British Zone), located in the

Tax House at Lubbecke, concerning communal feeding for

the whole Zone. Representatives of the Welfare and Food

and Agriculture Branches from every province in the

Zone were present, It was agreed that communal feeding
could be adopted better on a local than a Zone or Provincial
basis, It was recommended for the most seriously damaged
Ruhr areas where domestic cooking facilities had been
largely destroyed. Any scheme ior a larger area was
abandoned. There was a great lack of containers so I

made a plea that all Wehrmacht field kitchens be released

as soon as possible for communal feeding, Special fuel
allowances were made by the North German Coal Control
Commission and Welfare Organizations were notified of

the procedure to obtain extra fuel for this purpose. See Appx "M"

134, In spite of those local efforts food calerie.
values decreased steadily all winter until by April 1946
they had fallen tob etween 1,000 and 1,200 calories per
day. When I left Germany early in April 1946, Military
Government was still seriously considering plans to put
the communal feeding into operations If this scheme

had been adopted in the early stage of occupation, the
German food calories need never have fallen to 1,000
calories a day. Both food and fuel would have been used
more economically and the people would have benefitted.

135. As a result of our reports to the North Ger-

man Coal Control Commission Headquarters at Essen a fuel
allowance of 75 kilos of coal per month was allocated to
each member of each Tamily in the Ruhr District. Later

it was decided by Internal Administration and Communications
Division of Control Commission for Germany that fuel
allowances for Institutions should be made by Public Health
and Welfare in each Province, through the German Coal
Control Branch, at Provinclal level, The allocation

was 75 kilos of coal per month for each bed in each
institution, Requests for coal were to be made through

the Landrat of each Krels and forwarded to our Branch

for approval. Rural towns and villages were getting

their fuel from the woods located nearby,

SCHOOL FEEDING

136, On 15 Jan 46, a special meeting was held at
the Headquarters of the Food and Agriculture to discuss
school feeding which had become one of the most urgent
problems in our zone especially in Westphalla arnd Hamburg.
The meeting wanted to increase the ration by 300 to 400
more calories to 2,000 per day for many children had so
little resistance that they had been unable to attend,
The scheme was to be operated jointly by Educational

and Welfare Branches of the Military Government, Welfare
was t0 provide all cooking apparatus and fuel, and Education
to arrange for food to be imported from England and sold
to the German provineial authorities for schools only.

It was to be resold to the German scholars at a very low
price,
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137, We visited Colonel Wilson, R.C.0. at 1lst Corps,
in charge of all the captured stores, to get captured
cooking apparatus for this purpose. Special authority
was granted to have all the cooking apparatus from Sal-
vage Depot relsased to German Welfare Organizations.
Thousands of thermos vessels were needed to transport food
from the central kitchen in each town to the schools and
special permission was granted by the Hardware Sectlon

of Industry Branch to requisition German hardware firms
to manufacture as muny as we needed for our scheme,.

This scheme worked fairly well for 400,000 scholars who
had schools to attend, Most of the original buildings

in the big towns had been destroyed by air raids and

any avallable structures or huts were being used as schools.

School children between the ages of 6 and 12 were given
400 calories a day and those between the ages of 12 and
18 500 calories sbove their regular rations. At first
the supplementary calories consisted of mllk and bis-
cuits, later a good pulse soup with meat stock every
morning for six days a week. Our branch worked closely

with the Educational and food and Agriculture Branches. Ger-

men welfare organizations were in charge of feseding in
the schoolss Caritas Verband for Catholic S8Schools, Innere
Mission for Protestant Schools, Arbeit Wohlfahrt and
German Red Cross for other schools. The teacher of

each class was responsible for the health of the children
and was instructed to avoid waste and to see that each
child had got the share that he had paid for. In the
beginning, a weekly inspection of the school kitchens

was made jointly by Education and Welfare Branches.

Later 1t came under the supervision of the German School
Authorities for the Province. The International, British
Swedish and Swiss Red Cross had undertaken the task of
feeding children until they reached school age., See
below paras 148-9,

138, Early in February 1946 I visited Econ 6 (Fcod
end Agriculture Branch), Headquarters for the whole Zone,
about the shortage of milk in our province., The Colonel
in charge explained that there was plenty of milk in the
province but the farmers had no containers to send it to
the citles and used it to feed the pigs., There were
millions of pounds of butter in storage but nowax
paper or contalners to put the butter in. There were

no jars or containers for millions of pounds of marmalade
80 they had the German prisoners of war clean millions
of glass mines of their explosives and used themas
containers. To add to our worries early in February
1946 we had the Weser River flood, which inundated the
valley and destroyed millions of tons of food.

RED CROSS SURVEY CF THE SITUATION

139, At the beginning of September 1945 Mr. J.C.
Wood of the British Red Cross Headquarters at Vletho
was attached as lialson officer for the Province of
Westphalia to the Public Heaith and Welfare Branch of
our Detachment, His mission was to make a survey of

the existing conditions in the Westphalian Ruhr in view
of possible deployment of British Red Cross teams in the
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area, Before his departure for the Ruhr district, Mr.
Wood had contacted every director of each German welfare
organization to get personal views on the existing conditions,
and letters of introduction fo their representatives in the
Ruhr. For two weeks he had gathered information and
studied the situation on first hand. Previous reports

to the British Red Cross Headquarters had peinted out

the gravity of the Ruhr problems and a sked for assistance,
Mr Wood's report indicated 1,250,000 persons living in
twelve towns where the houses were between 24% and 74%
destroyed or damaged, people short of coal, clothing,
drugs, transport and seldom getting their full rations,
The general situation of the civilian population had im=-
proved a little since our arrival; German welfare organ=-
izations had really done good work in taking care of

those institutions but there was also the general eivilian
population to be taken care of., The Officer Commanding of
our branch, Lt-Col Rea, recommended that the first teams
should concentrate on the Ruhr towns, which were not
surrounded by rural areas and where the population was
entirely dependent on the effectivemess of the local
authorities and Military Govermment to supply their neéds.
Dortmund, Bochum, Gelsenkirchen, and Hagen had been '~
selected as the four worst towns in the distriect. In

the more rural communities private enterprise would
prevent the greatest hardshlps.

.159. The following notes on the general situation

In the Ruhr appeared in beoth reports,

(a) Coals Coal was the keystone of relief.
Unless coal was made available “in much larger
quantities for essentlal services, town
authorities said that they could not carry on.
At the Constantine Mine, Bochum, there were
180,000 tons of eoke and 70,000 tons of coal
at the surface but it could not be touched
because it was allotted for reparations to
France, Holland and Belgium. Military Govern=-
ment commanders had tried every appeal but
8till could not get coal released even for
essential services.

(b) Housing: The situation was desperate =
many were living in cellars and air raid
shelters unsultable for the coming winter,
The following remedies were suggested: In=-
tensive reconstruction, temporary dwellings
(nissen huts, ete) from Army sources, or

- evacuation to country districts. There were
plenty of trees in Germany and lumber was
available but there was no transportation,
The Forest Section of the Food and Agriculture
Branch had a winter scheme for cutting trees
in the German forests to make wood for the
summer of 1946 but that did not help now,

(¢) Hospitals: Many had been destroyed or
badly demaged with ognuoquont loss ot’;quip-
ment, Usually there were not enough beds to
accommodate current cases comfortably let
alone to maintain a reserve against epidemiecs.
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It was difficult to get drugs and dressings,
sufficient staff or emough ambulances and general

transport,.

(d) Mass Feed (See also para 128-35)The
scheme of mass feeding of 1,360,000 people per
day was still under discussion when Mr Wocd's
report was presented, If carried through this
would have saved a large precentage of the

coal which was issued to individuals for cook-
ing, Against that apparent saving were the
considerations that home-cooking warms a room,
family life is maintained, long quelag=-up 1s
avoided and meals are more palatable, Communal
feeding was recommended for certain classes of
people: transient and needy people, pecple
with no home cooking facilities ar employed
away from homeand the sick, aged and erippled..
Communal kitchens were already in operation in
many towns for these groups.

(e) Mass Evacuation: The idea of mass
evacuation o e towns was looked on with
dread by the urban dwellers. "Better dle here
than to be the slave of a farmer" was their
expression, Manry agreed to the wisdom and the
need of evacuation, but said it was not for
thems There lingered a distrust of their

own officials and both German evacuees and
refugees told us about the toughness and wick-
edness of the German farmer.

The following directive for the 1nformnticn.

of Red Cross teams was presented tec a meeting of the Public

Health and Welfare Branch, the British Red Cross liaison

officer and the Detachment Commanders.

(1) The needs of the big towns in order of
immediate priority ares s

(a) coal

(b) building materials
(c) assured food supply
(d) clothing

(e) medical supplies

(11) 1In view of the resources at our disposal
the teams' most valuable contributions
vould be transport for:

(a) collection of food for hospitals
and communal kitchens

ib) Hospital ambulance service

¢) collection and delivery of building
materials for repairs

(d) visiting establishments

(e) evacuation of children and aged persons

(f) assistance to German Red Cross Search
Bureau.

(111) Liaison must be maintained between German

charitable and welfare organizations and
Military Government.
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(1v) Full reports on conditions and develop-
ments must go to Headquarters to keep
the public informed.

(v) Mass feeding must be supervised as well
as the distribution of the British Red
Cross supplies (dried milk, e tc) if sueh
supplies are allowed to be distributed.

(vi) It was up to the individual members to
develop their particular sphere and, if
necessaly, personnel would be reshuffled
to ensure that only those who were really
keen to do German relief work were so
uﬂsd.

142, At this stage it would be absolutely useless
to send teams of Rellef workers only, Except in Bochum
no group said that they needed help in looking after
childrens tney had plenty of sultable personnel for that
job. The driving and maintenance of vehicles was a much
more valuable service but a difficulty arose from a

"b B.A.0.R. order that no women of the Allied Forces could
drive unaccompanied. Two ambulances doing 24 hour shift would
require at least three men or six women so fifty per cent
of the teams should be male, The teams were warned that
eonditions would be tough and that they must be prepared
to accept bad billets, long hours and heartbreaking work
with no thanks from those they were trying to help.
The ability to speak German well was most important in
working with Germans who do not want charity or condes-

cension, but do appreciate willing cooperation, Mr Wood
saild in conclusiong

Mere repetition of such words as "Desperate
plight", "intolerable conditions" will not
serve to drive home the fact that unless
large scale measures of relief are undertaken
& hundreds of thousands will be left to die
among the ruins under which their families
still lie buried, I believe the municipal
authorities when they say they can only
carry on anotiier twe months under the present
conditions,

143, The following recommendations were forwarded
to the British Red Cross Headquarters, to Public Health
and Welfare Branch Headquarters at Internal Administration
and Communications Division, Contreol Commission Germany
and all other branches concerned for their information:

(a) One team of British Red Cross should be
sent as scon as possible to each of the fol~

lowing towns: Dortmund, Bochum, Gelsenkirchen
and Hagen,

(b) L&=Col Rea, Officer Commanding of Publiec
Health and Welfare Branch at our Headquarters
would be notifled of decisions taken by the
British Red Cross.
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(e) Lt-Col Rea would notify Stadtkreils
Military Government Commanders as to the terms
of reference under vwhich teams would work,

i.e, directly under Public Health and Welfare
Branch at Provineial level and at Reglerung
Bezirke Detachment in conjunction with German
welfare authorities.

(d) Lt-Col Rea would send a representative
from each team with a written signal from
307/08 Detachment to the Town Majors concerned
in time to prepare accommodation for teams.

RED CROSS HEADQUARTERS AND ORGANIZATION

144, Lt-Col K.M. Agnew, D.S.0., M.C., was the Com-
manding Officer of the 30 British Red Cross teams and also
Chief Supervisor for the International and Swedish Red :
Cross teesms, in the British Zome, The Headquarters,
stores, equipment and supplies for the British Red Cross
in the rfield were located in the small town of Vletho, on
the River Weser, near Bad Oyenhausen, the Headquarters of
B.A.0.R. International Red Cross, who had ten teams in the
zone, also had its supplies and stores there., Mr., Burck-
hardt, who had been one of the Secretaries of the League
of Nations, was appointed director of the International
Red Cross for the British Zone and worked under Col Agnew.

145, International Red Cross supplies were trans-
ported by rail from Switzerland to Vliotho under the
protection of the Allied Forces. The Swedish Red Cross
Headquarters and supply stores were located in the small
town of Lubecke, situated on the Baltic Sea, where they
received their supplies from Sweden by ship. They had
five regular teams working in the British Zone and a
special team to show to the Germans how to assemble and
erect portable metal huts., An agreement had been signed
between the Red Cross Societies and the B.A.0.R. for the
purchase of fuel and oils and the repair and mainten-
ance of their vehicles. This saved shipping space and
eliminated the danger of fire. The teams in our zone could
feed 25,000 children one bowl of soup six days a week for an
indefinite period. They had over 200 tons of supplies at
Lubecke for the whole zone to begin with. It was wonder-
.ful to see the British, Swedish and the International

Red Cross teams work with the German Red Cross like one
big family. The Red Cross Societies could not do all

the work but they furnished the goods and the preparation
and distribution was done by the Germen Red Cross and
other welfare organizations. The collaboration between
these organizations was s imply grand. By 1 Mar 46 the
Province of Westphalia had 12 British, one International
(Don Suisse) and two Swedish Red Cross teams so we had
the situation well in hand.

WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

146. The International Red Cross, besides taking care



of the German population with 1ts Red Cross teams, had a
special staff to distribute pareels of food, drugs, ete,
amongst the Allled Displaced Persons living in German
camps, Millions of parcels of the Allied Red Cross
Societies, which had been forwarded to the Allied Pri-
soners but not delivered at the end of the war, were
brought to Cermany for distribution, Often I wrote to
the International Red Cross requesting sets of clothes
for Displaced Persons living in German towns and each
time the clothing parcels were accompanied by a parcel of
food. It alsu dispensed most of the drugs and surgical
apparatus for the Displaced Persons Camp Hospitals of all
kinds, The Red Cross Soclieties had gained the esteem
and admiration of Military Government, the Army of
QOccupation and the German Welfare Organizations but won
the hearts and respect of the German population through
their devotion and charity. Displaced Persons also
thought highly of the Red Cross for they were never re-
fused help when they were in trouble. The Red Cross
teams had esprit de corps, discipline, understanding and
charity., It was marvelous to see teams nf different
countries and languages working with a spirit of
Christianity, charity, kindness knowing that the reward
for thelr humanitarian work might be only ingratitude.
Many of them told us that most of the Germans had been
very grateful to them for their work.

147. From what we saw in Germany it would have

been better to give the handling of the Displaced Persons
and Refugees to the Red Cross Societies instead of to
U.N.R.RsA. This was not only my personal opinion =

it was shared by many Military Government personnel who
felt that U.N.R.R.A. had been the greatest failure of all
the Allied organizations in occupied Cermsny, The Allied
Armies - American and British - took care of the repat-
riation ol the 3,000,000 peovle of Western Europe, but
U.N.R.R.A. claimed through the European Radie in the fall
of 1945 that they did the job., I had in Munster, ia my
office, documents and files which would prove that the
repatriation was done by the Allied Armies for the
Westeru peaple and for a part of the Eastern people.
UsN.ReR.A., came too late in the summer of 1945 to take
charge of the Displaced Persons camps, the bulk of the
repatriation being already done, It was known amongst

the occupation troops as the political "Tower of Babel
of Europe",

WORK OF BRITISH RED CROSS

148. Early In November 1245 the first four British

Red Cross teams arrived in the Ruhr district to be stationed

in the towns of Dortmund, Bochum, Hagen and Gelsenkirchen,
liany Red Cross workers realized the seriousness of the
situation only when they arrived, rever having believed
it could be as bad as they had been told. As it was
impossible for the teams to be billeted in the centre of
the towns they were quartered with Military Government
for temporary accommodation, later being billeted in the
outskirts of the towns. The temams had some early dife
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ficulty in getting organized because of shortage of
storage space but these conditions were soon remedied.
Medical and Health centres and food centres for children,
mothers and bables were opemed in different sections of
each town, under the supervision of the teams and with
personnel of the German welfare organlizations., Children
were brought weekly to the clinics where German doctors
and nurses gave medical éxaminations and dispensed
medieines frece, Special care was given to expactant

and nursing mothers, chilaren and babies, The most
serious problem was infant meortality due to the lack of

milk, The German Red Cross had suggested that all bables

should be breast fed until conditions improved.. If
a mother's milk was too poor for the baby the child was
handed over to a wet-nurse or a breast-feeding mother
who had lost her child, Thils system worked very well

and saved thousands of lives among the bables. A special

feeding system was adopted by the British and German
Red Cross for the mothers. All kinds of diseases were
treated 1a the clinics and serious cases were sent to

.the hospitals f'or Turther treatment,

1497 Centreés were alse opened in the different
towns where food was distributed to children under the
care of the welfare organizations but supervised by the
British teams. If the child was too 3lck to come for
his food, a doctor's certificate entitled the mother to
collect it, At the beginning, the Red Cross teams hkad
at their disposal 200 tons of Pacific Packs for the

Ruhr distriet in additioh to thelr other stores and sup~-
plies. The British Red Cross had all kinds of dife
ficulties in the setiing up of the food centres but
these were overcome quickly with the cooperation of Wel-
fare Branch of Military Government,

150, The work of the Red Cross teams did not con-
sist solely of the ecare of the slck and needy with
medicines or food but alsc supply the German population
with materials for sewing circles where old ¢ lothes
could be repaired and new ones made., Sewing machines
were supplisd by the Red Creoss Societies and sewing
clubs organized in every distriet. These were very much
appreciateod by the Germans pecause t hey had been short
of sewing materials for some time, At first there

was a serious lack of German Red Cross workers for many
of those with experience had been dismissed by the :
Military Government for their Nazi activitles. This
was in part overcome by the loan of apprentice workers

from Casritas Verband and Innere Mjssion welfare organe
izations,

151, As most of the German Red Cross vehicles had
been taken over by the fire service, their ambulance
service was practically non-existent and they warmly
welaomed the arrival of other Red Cross ambulances,
Since the funds of the (erman Society had been frogen by
Military Government their operating funds were almost
entirely obtained from the "Tariffs" on transporting
petients in their ambulances end they wished to see patilents
carried in B.R.C, vehicles on their behalf similarly
charged, This appears here to be on standard practice
except In the case of emergencies for the D.R.K. (German
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Red Cross) was spending considerable sums of money on their
Search Bureau personnel and their first aid posts. The
former rendered innumereble serviees to the German pop-~
ulation, thousands of children having been recovered and
brought back to their families by this organization.

They also had a group working with the British Military
authorities in charge of all the German Prisoners of War.

152. The two British Red Cross teams statloned in
the city of Dortmumd could provide 1000 calories daily
for about 5,000 children. The British Red Cross con=-
tributed to the development of one of a Malt tonlec de~-
signed to supply the vitamins lacking in the local diet,
This tonic which was prepared with the help of the chief
chemist of the wcrld famous Brewery at Dortmund, had a
high caloriec value and was voth nourishing and palatable,
The teams were in constant contaect with the German
Hospitals and the welfare organizatlions, and besides

all their ordinary welfare work they were 1ln charge of the
youth movement in each town,

WORK OF SWISS RED CROSS

153, The Swiss Red Cross teams operated in the
Cologne~Aachen district. Thelr ten supervisory units
in the Britlish Zone had 10,000 children to be fed 1,000
calories per day for 100 days and 5,000 bables to get
one-half liter of milk per day for the same period,
Esch unit had 30 tons of supplies to start with including
100,000 metres of cloth of all kinds, 100,000 metres

of underwear material, ten sewing circle huts for 20
women each and 20 to 30 sewing machines, They operated
self-contained kitchens and feeding centres, all cook=
ing apparatus and supplies being furnished by Military
Government.

WORK OF SNEDISH RED CROSS

154. To relieve the housing situation in the
Cologne~ Aachen districts the Swedish Red Cross had
brought over 10,000 dismantled huts from Sweden. The
huts were made of light metal, were wind and rain=
proof and quite comforteble. REight thousand of them
were set up in Cologne where the need was most acute.
The huts which could be assembled and set up in four
hours, had four largs bed rooms with three double deckers
in each, a large dining room, a kitchen and a bath voom.
A few of these huts were set up in the town of (Cladbeeck.
MOre were suppose to arrive during the summer of 1946,

SOME REPORTS ON RED C20SS

155, The following extract from the minutes of a
meeting of the Cerman welfare organizations and the Red
Cross Socletles held in the town of Gladbeck on 8 Feb
46 may be of interest. The meeting included represent=-
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atives of the (German welfare organizations operating in
the town with one British and three Swedlsh Red Cross
representatives. The chairman, Dr Wenning, expressed

his heartfelt thanks to the representatives of the Swedish
Red Cross in the name of the welfare organizations stating
eloquently that at the distributlon centres every one had
seen the happy faces of the chlildren. Distrlbution of
food was handled by two Swedish vehicles and one town
veahicle. Benches were still lacking in certain distribution
centres, but these could be procured later. The girls
helping the centres were asked to bring ladiess to help
them in their work because they had no expsrience, <he
centre of Kamhowe was too small for over 400 had to be

fed there, As there was no other possibility for feeding
the children at the Rosenhugel, the representative »f

the Red Cross teams agreed that for the time being the
children could take their food from Kamphowe to their
homes. Cleaning materials for the centres could be

hardly provided by Red Cross so the German hostesses

would have to look after the cleaning themselves,

156, The following account of a regular mogthly
meeting of the British Red Cross teams and the Publie
Health and Welfare Branch of Military Government 'at

918 Military Government at Dorfmund provides further
illustrétion. The meeting was under the chairmanship

of Major Battersby, supported by Capt LaBrosse and Miss
Torr, the British Red Cross Liaisén Offlcer for the
Province of Westphalla, Every team commander was there

to present his monthly report of activitles, require-

ment in supplies and stores and the situation in the

local hospitals, the loeal food situation or the effisiency
of cheritable organizations. These meetlings were as a
result of a decision that the German welfare organizations
should deal with the local Red Cross team in thelr dise
triet. If the local team could not deal with any

matter it could be referred to Provincial Red Cross
Liaison Officer who would refer the matter to our Pro=-
vinecial Welfare Branch. All such requests were brought up
at the meeting and when we returned to our detachment we
handed them over to the branches concerned for their
eonsideration and approval.

GENERAL SITUATION INK WESTPHALIA, JANUARY 1946

157. The following psarazraphs are taken from a
report on the general situation in the Province of
Westphalia at the beginning of 1946 prepared for Heade
quarters of Public Health and Welfare Branch Internal
Administration and Communications Division Control Com-
mission Germany.

158, Qur observations of the general state of
health and nourishment, of c¢lothing, heating and accom=-
modation indicated great distress snd mlssry, not only
among the transients and evacuees but also among the
long-settled population. Myreover the Province of
Westphalia had been assigned between 800,000 and 900,000
refugees from Ppland who were soon to arrive, Even the




admirable efforts of the British,Stedish and International
Red Cross, the Vatican and friendly countries could not
change things much, The distresgs in the Rheinish West-
phalian industrial district might well produce a real
catastrophe in the form of an epidemic although Publie
Health and welfare Branch had taken precautions by reserving hos-
pitals with food and medical supplies, which could be put

in operation complets with personnel on 24 hours notice,
Mortality among adults on accouht of tuberculosis, pneumonia,
and other diseases, was largely caused by continued poor
nourishment, The Germeans calorie intake had been very low

in the two last years of the war, especilally during sir
raids when they often missed regular food and sleep, They
were short of medicines and remedies especially sulfonamid,
medicines for the heart and cireculation, insulin and

vitemin preparations such as Cod Liver 0il,

159, Rationing had prevented waste and abuses but

the distribution in calories was still below living standard,
especlally with regard to fats and eggs. While the Ger-

man officials realized the world food situation, many

citizens thought that we wanted t hem to die of starvation.

160, Existing stores of manufacturing works had been
almost completely destroyed, and since ihe towns which did
the knitting were In the Russlan Zone, it was virtually
impossible to get fabries. The Germans thought that

there was enough wool 1n England for export to Germany.

It was curious that they could not realize the world
situation on food, clothing and other commodltiles;j they
could not believe that Canadlans were rationed for food,
or that the English needed coupons for clothes. They
expected help instead of the misery the war had brought.*
Even in the Ruhr where bomb damage was probably the worst
German welfare organlzatiocns reported that their scheme
for mass evacuation to the rural dlstricis had been re=
fused by the urvan population of the destroyed towns,

Consequently the expellees from Poland were sent to the
small towns and villages,

EXPELLEES FROM POLAND

l6l. British Mllitary Government had agreed with
Polend that the German expellees could bring with them

25 kilograms of their belongings = clothing, cooking
utenslils, etc = but reports to our branch every day

stated that they were arriving without even baggages

The representative of EvanBelical Hilfswerk reported that
many had lost all their possessions even having their
luggage looted on the train. This matter was reported :
by our branch te Major-General G,W.R. Templer (Director of
Mjlitary Government and Control Commission Germany),

It was found that the Poles often had not allowed the
Expellees to bring their cooking utensils, bedding, ete,
and finally guards were put on trains to protect the
Germans from being looteds It is feared that individual

Poles did not respeét the Governments!'
molest the refugees. agreement not to

#* There Wwag no civil disorder during the winter of 1946 in

Westphalia but Mil Gov had prepared precauti
whigh appear as Appx "N" s Precautionary instructions




FROBLEMS OF CLOTHING

l62. In the summer of 1945, lst Corps ordered a
clothing levy amongst the German population in the Province
of Westphalia and the British Zone. This was supervised
by the German Provincial Welfare. Teams were organized to
make a house to hous2collection and also a clothing

centre set up in each ward where the people could bring
their o0ld clothes. From these collecting points the
garments were. taken by lorries to a central depot where
they were sorted in different categories. The levy was
made for the Displaced Persons spending the winter in
Germany, the Expellees from Poland, evacuees and the

local indigent. A quota set by Military Government wes
never reached. Most of the Displaced Persons who had
been in Germany for years were in rags so we had to dress
them warmly for the coming winter even at the expense of
the Germans. Only five per cent of the clothing levy was
allocated to the German population, and the situation was
further complicated by the arrival of the 1,500,000
German Expellees from Poland. Welfare Branch Headquarters
at Bunde reported that stores of clothing from the levy
had all been allocated, and that there was no central
bank on which provinces could draw., Provinces could only
use their own assets and such clothing as they could
persuade outside sources to send them. Many times at
welfare meetings German organizations protested indirectly
against the clothing levy. MLy answer always was that

they brought the Displaced Persons here to work for

them and they must care for them. The German Clergy
often replied that the Nazis had brought them to Germany
more for political motives than labour, most of them never
worked during their stay and the German citizens had had
to teke care of them.

163, As the stores of the Wehrmacht had been im-
pounded by the Allied Control Commission nothing could

be released until inventory was complete. At the begin-
ning of the release of the Wehrmacht it was impossible to
dress the Ps.0,W., but later each releasee was given a
double outfit, The worst shortage of clothes was in the
Ruhr District where Displaced Persons, Russians and
Poles had completely looted the district before our arrivel.
During the crossing of the Rhine by the Allied Forces

the population of the Ruhr District had been evacuated

to small villages and towns in the East and South. As
raw materials for clothing had been destroyed by air
ralds and railway communications were badly damaged, it
was impo=ssible, for the present, to manufacture goods
even in the factories which were intact. There were a
few big textile factories in the town of Wuppertal and

a few in the small towns of the Munster area, All the
maln textile factories were located in the Russian

Zone .

164, Late in the fall of 1945, the textile factories
re-opened their doors under the supervision of Military
Government and began to produce. In February 1946,

Military Government began the release of c¢lothing through
the Landeswirthschaftsamt at Warendorf for the FProvince

of Westphalia. Requests for the release of fabrics were
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made at the local Military Government of the town or
country in which the applicant lived. Many small Ger-
man factories had been casught making ladies silk dresses,
underwear and slips for the Black Market and some items
had been traced to ladies' wear stores in Brussels.

165. Our branch had asked America to find all the
needles and thread they could lay their hands on and
forward them to our Headquarters for there was an acute
shortage of material for mending clothing. The British
Red Cross offered to help in securing sewing materials
from Engleand. After the distribution the German welfare
organizations thanked us but said it was not enough to
handle the situation., Welfare organizations requested
Military Government that all production be earmarked for
refugees, expellees, young children and householders
who took refugees, There was a big demand for shoes
for tle released soldiers from the Wehrmecht. Growing
children, children's homes and orphanages were in the
greatest need. There was no proper range of sizes and
lack of leather for repairs kept the shoe-makers and
cobblers idle. Ir the city of Paderborn, Caritas Ver-
band established an exchange store for barter of clothing
and footwear. If you wanted a pair of shoes you brought
a hat in exchange. This store did wonders in the town
but not enough to relfeve the situation. Many willing
social workers were without shoes and in a few cases we
had shoes released to them so they could help. Requests
by the welfare organizations for the release of the
Wehrmacht stores were refused becsuse the soldiers were
Judged to have a priority there.

ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER COUNTRIES

166. The first stores from abroad came from Sweden,
Switzerland and Ireland., The Swedish items were ear-
marked specifically for the relief of Berlin but the
Swiss and Irish gifts were handed over to Mr Burckhardt
and Lt-Col Agnew of International and British Red Cross
respectively, for the Ruhr, Hemburg, etec. The first
boat from Americe did not arrive till May 1946. The
Portugese Red Cross arranged to ship supplies to Germany
and the Icelandic Red Cross was sending large quantities
of cod liver oil through the Swedish Red Cross. The

- Friends Relief Service in America were buying and sending
large amounts of medicines and meat in soup form to
Germany, also via Sweden.

167. In view of the diverse sources of supply and
possible large quantities involved, a central off ice was
needed to which requisitions for assistance could be

sent and from which allocations could be made according

to available supply. ©Such an orgenization was the

more necessary because only districts that were well

known abroad were receiving gifts while there were

badly damaged districts not so well known and receiving
nothing. Moreover, rural areas by now were also getting
ecrowded with refugees. We notified the welfare organizations
that all sources of supply should be reported to Military
Government and that no more gifts would be accepted for
specific places but distributed on the basis of need and need
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only. A central organization was formed to deal with

all incoming gifts. This body would try to send gifts

- to the selected areas but would make sure that there

was no duplication. All interested organizations were

to inform potential sources of assistance that the gifts
must be consigned to the British Red Cross, Headquarters

5, Vliotho or Public Health and Welfare Branch, Bunde,
Province of Westphalia, British Zone, Germany , with a
notice of despatech to the addressees and a eopy to the
secretary of the distribution committee, so that arrange-
ments could be made with the port suthorities. Evangelische
Hilfswerke was put in charge of all the incoming stores

for all welfare organizations, At first there seems to
have been a little suspicion on the part of other organiza-
fions but it was clearly explained by Military Government
that the incoming stores, food, clothes, etc were for

every one who was in need no matter what his religion,
ecreed, race or-'colour. Eventually they were satisfied
with *his arrangement and co-operated fully.

' SOME NOTES OF THE SITUATION

168. At the beginning of March 1946 the situation
had improved somewhat, thanks to the work of the Red
Cross teams and the German Welfare organizetions in
collaboration with Military Government. Much to the
surprise of the Germans, there had been no epidemics

of any serious nature during the winter. What we feared
most was influenza, because it would have affected so
large a proportion of the population but precautions had
been taken to meet it. Public Health and Welfare had re-
quisitioned hospitals in every district which in case of
emergency could have been in operation on a few hours
alert and serums, vaccines, drugs, etc, had been re-
quisitioned or imported from England to provide against
any eventuality. '

169. Different branches of Military Government had
already begun to manufacture clothing, stoves, cooking
apparatus, etec - even Volswagen had re-opened their

works and were manufacturing cars for Military Government.
Slowly but surely things were coming back to normal. Only
those, who had seen the dreadful conditions of the Ruhr
district upon our arrival, could tell you the value of

the work done by Military Govermnment and Control Commission
for Germany. Most of the public utilities had been restored
to normal in the Ruhr district, and street cars were running
normally although the copper wire for street car trolley
had been removed by the Nazi Government to make fuse caps
for bombs and new wires had to be installed by Military
Government.

170. In the farming districts food was in suffiecient
quantity to feed the local people, but not enough to

send to the big centres. People living in cities and

towns located in rural districts, such as Minden, Bielefeld,
Paderborn, Detmold and Munster did not have great difficulty
in obtaining food from the farmers in the surrounding
district, but those in the Ruhr areas who were miles away
from any farmer, had to rely entirely on rations and

welfare sources.

171. British, Swedish and Don Suisse Red Cross teams
had brought clothes to be distributed amongst the Ruhr
population and a certain amount was reserved for the
Expellees from Poland. These people arrived in our Zone
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denude of their personal belongings by the Foles and the
Russians. I saw and heard many pitiful cases., This
welfare work was not very merry - all day long trying

to find solutiona, sometimes possible, other times
impossible, to relieve those unfortunates of their
miseries. To our office came all the nationalities in
the world, one day a Chilean and a Venezuelan woman,
both of whom had been in & concentration camp for the
duration of the war. Both were repatriated to thelir
dountries through the Foreign Office in London. I
helped to arrange the family affalrs of many Frenchmen,
who hed been living with German women during their exile.
A typlorl cese was a Frenchman from Limoges, who had four
children by a Cerman girl end wanted to marry her. It
weg arranged through Militery Government for the mother
and children to go to France for the legal and religious
wedd » ¥e had many similar cases smong Belgien and
Duteh Displaced Fersons,

172, ~ Our Welfare Branch cared for both Germens
and Displaced Persons. When the latter were unable to

- get satisfaction from U.N.R.R.A. they usually came to
our branch to get help. The Red Cross teams worked day
and night, always with a smile end s good word for every

" one, often donatihg thelr sweets and ocigarettes to the
unfortunates, I worked in very close colleboration with
all the Red Cross teams in our province so I know their
devotion to their work, Germen welfare organizetions co-
operated 100% with the Red Cross teams. Vhen we saw
them at work you could never bel ieve there had been a
WEar.

The remaining paragraphs of this report present the pere
sonal activities and opinions of Capt lLa Brosse., It was
felt ;hnt they might be more sc-urately expressed in
French. ! :

RAPATRIEMERT AU CAMADA

173. Au mois de Janvier 1946, une lettre circulaire
des Quartiers-Gdndraux de 1'Arméé oanadienne nous avertissait
zno tous les officiers, sous-officiers et scldats canadiens,

dtachds au gouvernement militaire britennique, seraient
rappelés dans un bref 4élai et que, le 30 Juin 1946, tout le -
personnel eanadien devrait @tre rentré en Angleterre pour
rapatriement au Canada. Ceux, qui ddsireraient s'engager &
la Commission de Controle Britannique d4'Allemsgne, devraient
étre licenoiés en Angleterre avant le 30 Juin 1946, Dans la
lettre circulaire, 11 &tait bien entendu que méme ceux qui
avaient demandé de prolonger leur appointement auprds du
gouvernement militaire juqu'au 30 Juin 1946, pourraient &tre
rappelés & quelques heures d'avis. See Appx "O"

174 Meroredi le 3 Avril 1946, l'officier en charge du
rsonnel de notre détachement m'annongalt que j*'étais rappellé
1'Armée eanadienne et que je devais me présenter A ses

Quartiers-Ceneraux de Londres le 10 Arril 1946, la date &u

ddpart fut fixée au 9 Avril 1946; ceei me donna trds peu de
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tempa pour mettire ordre aux affaires urgentes de notre service
ainsi que pour emdballer et expédier mes malles au Cancda par

' internédiaire de 1'ofricier expiditeur bdritannique détaché

Eunater. Mardi le 9 Avril 19406, je quittaie Munster pour
le Hook, Tollande, A'ol je m'embargquais le soir, & bord d'un
bateau de gcrnluctcnnlro- pour Harwieh, Angleterre. MNereoredi
le 10 Avril, nous entrions en gare, & res, tot dsns la
matinée; dds mon arrivée, je me presentais aux Quartierse
Généraux de 1'Armde canadienne pour ré-afreectation, du l'on
m' enjoignait de me prés: enter au bureau militaire des
arghives canadiennes, situé & Aoton. Le major Hunt, offiecler
de tation en charge de la liste "Q" &: ciers, souse
officiers et scldats canadiens Can~da, d4dtachés pour
toutes fins utiles, sauf la !oiac aux armfées allides) fut
trés surpris de »on arrivée, oar &'a s la correaspondance,
Jraurais du @tre permutd Ae Munster & Bunde., Ou m'accorda une
permission de quinze Jjours et un mandat de transport pour un
géjour en Ecosse, D&s mon retour le Major Hunt m' offrit de
renirer en Allemagne jusqu' & la fin de Juin 1946; Jje refusal
du fait que mes malles avalent 6td expidides et que :

- période de séjour &tait trop restreinte, :

178, : Pendant ma permiseion, je fis la connaissance
du lajor C.A. Brisette 4'Famonton, détaché & la Section Mistorique
de 1l'Armée oanndienne out cemer, et je lui fis part de mes
intentions d'Sorire un exposé de la situation telle gue jJe

lt'avaie vueé en France, en Belgigue ot en Allemagne. Il me ait

. que je devrais communiquer avec le Colonel Stacey, Nirecteur

de la Section Mistorique de l'Armée canadienne A Ottawa Ade

mon arrivée du Canada. Aprde quelques semaines d'attente au
camp-étape no 4, (Huren), nous nous embarquions sur le paquebot
Isle de Franoce, qui quittait Southempton le 7 llal 1946 pour
anarrer & Halifax le 13 tai 1940. DNée mon retour au jaye, on
m'accorda une permission de trente jours aprds laguelle li,
fallait me présenter de nouvesu au 4dpot du distriet militaire
no 4 pour affectation future. Durant ma permission, j'avais
éorit 4 la Section Historique, leur faisant part de mes ine
tentions 4'dorire pour le Département, un exposéd de la situstion
en Franoe, en Belgique et en Allemagne, durant mon 8éjour aux
Armées Americaines et Britanniques. Dés ma premidre visite &
Ottawsn, j'exposai won projet au Lt. Col. Lynn«Grant, officier
d'adninistration de la Seotion Historique, qul parut trds
intéressé. Quelques joure plus tard, je recevais l'ordre de

me présenter & la Section Nistorique accomplir mon travail
sur eet exposé, avee documentation & ltappul, b

176. ~ L'expérience et les eomnaissances acquises,
en qualité d'offioler dtadministration civile et Au gouvernement
militeire, me firent constater, avec regrét, le manque de
connaissances qu'avaient lees foroces combattantes allides, sur
la Convention de CGendve ot sur la oconvention internationale
rigissunt lee lois et coutumes de guorre, sur terre, en pays
libérém et en pays conquis. L'ingérance errondée de ocertains
Jeunes officlers supérieurs des forces ocounbattantes allides

dans l'administrotion eivile et le gouvernement militaire,
aurait ou order des situations trds fcheuses et embarpassantes.,
Chague offieier d'administration eivile et du gouvernement
militaire était un spfoeialiste dane son attribution, ayant

suivi des cours 4'4tatems Jor spéelslisdés en cette matidre soit

& Wimbledon, Charlottesville, ou Kingston. Les officiers
eanadiens, spiolalisés au ccure A'étatemajor du Colldge militaire
royal de Kingston, aveient mequls des connaissances plus
approfondies aur les guestions européennes, en partioculier

sur la queation ellemande qui était primordiale, en comparaison

-
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des ofrielers combattents des Mations Allides et ménme des
officiers anglaies et nméricaline en cette matidre, A maintes
reprises, j'eus l'oocasion de wvérifier, durant zon 8éjour

er pays 1ibsirés et conquise, 1a supériorité des cours A'6tat--
major du Colldge militaire rovel de Kingston avee ceux des
autree ations Allides.

177, Au gouvernement militaire provineial de
Yestphalie, sept services sur douze furent attribuds 3 des
officiers canadiens; de plus plusieurs officiers canadiens
furent désignée pour resplir les fonetions de eommandant de
détachements de districts trde importanta, Lee officers
canadiens, qul ococupérent des postes d*'étatems jor remplirent
leurs attributiona & le grande satishotion des sutoritée 8u
gouvernenent militaire britannique. Cependant, chaque fols
qu'il y avait une nomination & un grade supérieur, on se . #
gardait bien d'appointer un oanadien. Plusieurs d'entre nous
ont oecupé la fonetion d4'un grade supérieur sens promotion ni
rémuneration, Aprés le rappel des officiers esnadiens, nous
étione remplecés par des officlers britanniques qui &taient
promue au grade requis par le service.

17e. La oondulte, la négligence de la terue, le
laafasn vulgaire, et ls d:co:pitno des troupes combattantes
allies laissaient parfois beaucoup & ddsirer en paye libérés
et conquis; ile eroyeient que tout leur était permis dens les
enbareta, oafés et néme dans la rue, Le traffie 4u marché noir
par les troupes et les olvils avait oréé une inflation none

Justifide des prix et rendait la téohe de l'administration
eivile et du gouvernement militseire encore plus anbigle.

" Maintee plaintes furent portSes par la population eivile qui

nous faisait remarquer que l'armdée 4' occupation allemande '
étalt mieux Aiseiplinde et plus respectueuse deas drolte civils
que les forces combattantes sllifes, ce qul était des plus
rog:ottnblu. mais, parfole, malheurcusenment trop vral, lLes
malsdies véniriennes disséminaient les troupes, esusant plus
de viectimes que les Vel et l'enneni au front. Une eampagne
d'édueation et de prévention aveit §té entreprise par les

Corpe nédicaux des armées ollidss pour enrs le ravage causé
par la prostitution et en prendre le contrSle. ILa coopération
apportée en cette matidre les autorités civiles en pays
1ibérée &talt des plus geable., la condulte répréhensible
des armées de certains pays ¢ ntinentaux laiseait beaucoup &
ddeirer dans leur pays et encore plus en pays d'cccupation ob
1'on se eroyait roi et maftre et o 1'cn ne respecteit sueune
eonvention militaire et internationale. -

179, L'indiegcipline de certaines troupes allides
en pays d4'occupation a été bien néfeste & la csuse allide

car l'allemsnd, eonnaiseant notre faiblesse pour le beau sexe,
se disnit que cecli amoindrirait la sévérité de 1l'oecoupation,
Plusieurz offieiers britanniques, qui avaient fait 1l'occupation
de 1l'Allemagne aprés la guerre de 1914-18, Ciullzzg‘qut e'étalt
la méme histoire qui se rdpétait. L'Slope doit &tre fait des
troupes britanniques et canadiennes ainsi que du gouvernement
militaire en Zone dritannique de l'Allemagne. :

L180. : 3 En France, la,population'divile éfnsi.qﬁe 3
les autorités francgaises semblaient ignorer les sacrifices que
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s'étaient imposds les Mations Allides, pour envahir le
continent et libérér les pays conquis. Quelques temups

aprde notre séjour en pays 1libéré nous avons constaté avee
regret le mépontentement de la population eivile qui

eroyait que, d¥s notre arrivée, elle serait ravitaillde

en vlvron,ﬂiimcnt et autres somnodités de tout genre.

(n ne semblait ~erolre au rationnement des Etate Unis
¢t du Cancda, ni partioculidrement & celul de 1l'Angleterre.
Ce fut avee tact et patience que l1l'administration eivile
réfuta cette propagande antis-britannique de nonerationnement
en leterre, loncde par les armées sllemandes d'oecupation
lore de leur retraite,

18l.= La position des officlers allides d'administration
eivile en pays 1libéré était des plus délicate; chaque fois

que n~us avions l'oeceasion de causer avee la population

civile, on terminait toujours la econversation par la {olithuc
francaise, qui était, au temps de la libSration des plus
épineuse pour nous & dlscuter. Ls population étailt toujours
mdeontente., Chaque fois que l'on afficheit une proelametion,

on entendait des murnmures et parfoles des commentaires fort
désobligeants et méme blessants envers les forces allides

et leurs gouvernements. On s'imsginait que dds la libération,
tout leur serait permis: pillage du butin de l'armée

allemande qui avait 8té leiesé en France, vengeance politique
et personnelle, enfin, que 1l'on ne trava!llcralt plus parece

que l'on avait trop travaillé pour les allemands, A peine
1ibérée, les Frangais oritiquaient d4é6Ja le gouvernement
provisoire de France qui faisait tout en son pouvoir pour
1ibérér le pays; ils parlaient de la semaine de 36 heures et

de 1'élection d'un nouveau gouvernement. La oinquidme colonne
disséminait la discorde parmi la ;:gulation par toute sorte
d'higtoires et de racontars sans dement, qui rendaient

la téche des autorités civiles francaises plus difrfieile. IL*in_.
dividualisme trangatn se montra sous son vrai jour, ne voulant
aceepter sucune discipline dsns eces heures graves de libération,

182, Les observations tirdes de mon sejour en pays
1ibérés, (Mrance et Belgique), et en pays d'oecupation
{1'Allemagne), me firent constater le manque de collectivisume
dans la nation canadienne. Les deux seuls pays Européens

ou l'eeprit de collectivieme et de disoipline existe sont
1'Angleterre, d'une fagon modérde, et 1l'Allemagne, 4'une
fagon extréme. Le manque de connaissances du peuple canadien
sur la question internationale, devrait &tre rem$dié dens
les écoles primaires et secondaires du pays. 51 les peuples
connaissaient mieux les besoins dep 4ifférents pays et se -
visitaient davantage gour se comprendre, les guerres de-

viendraient moins nombreuses L'individualisme qui existe |

i les différentes nationalités haditant le Canada, devrait
taparaftre et fire place & un esprit de collectivisme f
eanadien, sans question de race, de nationalité, de religion 1
ou de eoroyances. Le manque de colladoration On%ro les
gouvernemente provinciaux et le gouvernement rédéral et vicee
versa, orée toujours une certaine animosité. Tout en ree f
spectant 1'Aecte Britannique de L'Amérique du Nord, tout !
eanadien devrait travailler & 1'unité cencdienne, OCutree :
mer, ce que l'on entendait parmi nos troupes était "Canada i
iei, Canvda 1A": malheureusement, depuis le retour Ae nos i
troupes, tout semble &tre oublis, ; |
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183. Il est inconvevable de constater dans un
pays comme le ndtre, que les différents partis politiques
semblent s'ingérer ﬁ diviser le pays pour régner; eeei nou
conduira t0t ou tard & des conséquences terribles et -
fé@cheuses. Le collectivisme devrait primer l'individualisme.
Devant l'instabilité de la politique internationale présente,
le Canada devrait €tre prét & faire face & toute éventualité.
Les luttes intestines telles que les gréves et la lutte des
clagses, ete, avaient affaibli les Puissances de 1'Ouest

du continent européen. L'Allemagne en profita pour semer la
discorde et se renforeir & leur dépens. La propagande
allemande, qui était des mieux organisée, avait eréé un esprit
de défaitisme qui existait au moment de {a aéclaration de

la guerre de 1939-45, et qui aida fort & la reddition et &

la chute de ces pays. L'Allemagne savait que pour régner,

il fallait diviser et c'est ¢e qu'elle fit en France, en
Belgique ctenHollande. Il ne faut pas oublier que nous n'
aurons pas toujours quatre ans pour nous préparer et pour
repousser l'ennemi chez lui. Si nous ne sommes pas préts

les conséquences et les sultes seront terribles et désastreuses
pour les peuples et les ggyl. Dans un pays ecomme le ndtre

ol le climat varie considérablement, nous devons &tre
préparés & faire face & toute eventualité.

184. A Les quelques observations que je me suis
permis de faire, ne sont pas dans le but de eritiquer mais
bien de construire et de parer aux malheurs qui pourraient
nous arriver si nous n'étions pas préts. Le Canada, étant
devenu une puissance internationale, doit garder et améliorer
sa position au prix de n'importe quel sacrifice.

‘J.EOG' mBTOH”) Capt.
for Colonel,
Director Historieal Section
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Main H,Q., Control Commission for Germany (British Element)
Zone Policy Instruction No 12
22 November 1945

'
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Reactivation and Control of Private Cerman Welfare Societies
(Die Frele Volhfahrtspflege)

1. General

f The "Battle of the VWinter" and the influx of an unpre=
dictable number of refugees into the British Zone has made the
resuscitation of German Welfare Socleties a matter of first
ortance, It has therefore been decided that the following
private socleties shall be resuscitated at the earliest moment:

il Deutsches Rotes Kreuz
2) Caritas Verband
ia Innere Mission
4) Hauptausschuss f. Arbeitwohlfahrt

2. German Welfare Societies

(a) Deutsches Rotes Kreuz (DRK), This Society had been
greatly used by the Nazis during the present war and
became for all purposes a para-military organization.
All holders of offices, even to the level of Flatoon
Leader, were 1g.g!§’ggg,Pnrty members, and as such
will require care screening. Therefore, it is to
be early understood that there is to be no compromise
on the denazification of the DRK, Higher ranks must
be removed and be replaced by approved personnel, and
great care is to be taken even over leaders of lower
rank before they are approved.

During the war DRK's chief function was the trans-
port of casual ties, civilian and military, throughout
the Reich and the Society should be used to assist in
the distribution of refugees to Kreis from the Dispersal
Camps in various RBs, '

They also possess a competent nursing service and
may be used to provide staffs for assisting German
M.0.'s at all stages during the handling of the re-
fm... )

British Red Cposs teams will also be working in-
the British Zone and where feasible DRK might well be
enployed under British Red Cross supervision., -

Welfare of Jews will be the special care of the
DRK until it is possible to form a Jewish Welfare
Organization, :
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(c) H

3. Zoliey

: ) sgion. These Societies,
: holic Church and the latter
or the Evangelical Ohurch are to a great extent in

working order, their activltlol embracing every

sphere of welfare-soclal, religious and scholastic,
medical and catering for all ages from the cradle to
the grave,

Their elaborate organization down to Gemeinde
level is such that these two great Church organiza-
tions may well prove to be the keystones to the
whole problem of relief communal feeding and refugees,
during the coming winter,

Owing to their -trong church attachments they
have resisted the influence of Hazi ideology to a
greater extent than any other welfare society in
Germany, and should therefore receive every assiste
ance from the ¥ilitary Government so as to increase
their efficlency before the winter sets in. They
should also prove a strong bulwark against Nazi
underground activity among the working classes and
refugees, :

aussehu r Arbeit hrte This was

y by : st Party in 1919 and
throngh the pcriod 1919-1933 built up a nationewide
orpanization (in 1931 there wers 35 district
committees with 2,600 local committees),

The Society was dissolved by the Nazis in Oct 1933
and its property and funds confiscated, most of these
finding their way into the coffers of the Nazi Party

Welfare Organization, (KSV),

The policy which will be put into effect by P Det and L/R
Det commanders is as follows:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(4)

(e)

To revitalize those Private Welfare Societies which

have a sound democratic or religlous basis, e.g.
where well established before 1928,

To afford maximum assistance to such socleties durins
the ensuing winter.

To eradicate all taint of Hazi ideology from these
societies and to ensure that they are run in accord-
ance with the principle of Military Government,

To ensure that no differentiation of treatment is
made due to race, colour, religion or creed in the
activities of thoeo Societies,

To form at Provinz, Land and Regierungbezirk levels,
VWelfare Comnittees comprising the following Cocleties:

Wohlfahrtsant

Caritas Verband
Innere Mission
Deutsches Rotes Kreuz
Arbeiterwohlfahrt

~and such other Velfare Soclieties and their braneho-

as have a Frovineial standing,
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4. Formation of Welfare Comittoes

In forming welfare committees, lilitary Government Dete
achment Commanders will observe tne following points:

(a)

(b)

“fe)

(a)

(o)

The Provincial Committee will include one member of

the Jewish Faith who will represent his co-religlonists
who have not yet got a central organization. All the
committees recommendations will be submitted for
approval to the specially appointed officers, pending
the appointment of welfare officers at P and L/R Dets
(see para 7 below). '

Committees at Kreis and Gemeinde levels will follow

‘the pattern of the one described in subepara 3(e)

above, ‘

All members of committees at each level will be sube
mitted to Counter Intelligence staffs of appropriate
formations for vetting.

Any soclety applying for reactivation and ﬁanborahip
of the Welfare Committee will be submitted to CI at
P Det level for investigation,

The names of any former NSV officials whose employment
is considered essential in any society must be sube
mitted to CI at appropriate level but every endeavour
will be made to avold the employment of ex-NSV members,

‘5. Fupetion of the Committoes

(a)

(b)

The function of these committees will be to co-ordinate
private welfare activities within their appropriate
sphere, and to submit through Military Government
channels such proposals and recommendations as tho{n
may agree to be for the good of the German people
conformity with Military Government policy.

The committees beslides dealing with what might be
termed routine matters, will automatically provide a
most useful body for the co=-ordination of relief ete.
measures amongst refugees,

6. Co=ordinstion

Owing to the wide sphere covered by these four societies
it is obvious that their activities will impinge on many different
functions of Military Government Welfare Officers (or until these -
are appointed the specilally designated oftico:i see para 7 below)

should therefore act as liaison and co-ordina

ng officers between

the various funetions,



7. Supervision

The supervision of these societies is vital to the success
of many plants made to combat famine and disease, and pending the
8ouung to P and L/R Dets of Welfare Officers, P and L/R

ommanders will designate an officer to be responsible for the
activities of these soclieties.

S t Jo Templer
Ma a-eonom
Director of Military Government

Distribution
1 Gozrl mnx-uz um oov) : 229/30 P Det Hannover
: s s S Sk
HQ British 'rmp- Berlin Sli A v ATTIR

714/719 P De
For information HQ, 30 Corps District 609/L/R Det Hamburg




APPENDIX "B"
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BRITISH ELEMENT)
& C, I t ()

Functions and Status of Welfare Officers

In view of the forthcoming increase of Establishment
of P, H., Branches and the inclusion of a Welfare Section, it
is considered desirable that a definition should be given of
Welfare activities, and of the Status of the Section within
the P, H. set up.

SIATUS

(a) H.Q. Level :
Welfare Section is an independant Section of Publie
Health Branch in I.A. & C. Division,

3.0, 1 Welfare is responsible for technical matters
to Director General of Public Health Branch and through him
%0 chief I.A‘ ‘ 0. Di'i.iono £

(v) The Provineial Welfare Officer
'8.0. 11 Welfare is responsible for the efficiency and
general supervision of all German welfare within his

province, except Youth Welfare which is the responsibility

of Education Branch, and Social Insurance which is

the responsibility of Man Power Division. To assist
him in his work he will have on 8.0, 111 at Provinecial
H.Q. and one 3.0. 111 at each 1L/R Detachment.

5.0's VWelfare are under command of, and are the technical
advisor to the 'P' Detachment Commanders, whom they will keep
informed of all Welfare Matters.

On technical matters Staff Ofricer III at L/R Detachment will
report thr 8.0, 11 P, Detachment who in turn will report
direct to 5,0. 1 Welfare at H.Q., Public Health Branch,

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROVINCIAL WELFARE COFFICER

e He will see that all Military Govermment Instructions
to Welfare Authorities and/or Societies are carried out.

2. He will be responsible for the supervision of the
Wohlfarhtsamt at his level, and will recommend to the aprropriate
authority on removal orricillu if found to be inefficient and
non-cooperative.

3. He will sec that all Welfare Committees authorized by
Military Government are formed and functioning efriciently and will
whenever possible attend such Committee meetings and satisfy

‘himself that Military Government policy is being put in force.

4, He will eollect and forward all returns called for by

. Headquarters for Control Commission for Germany and see that the

German Authorities furnish information correctly and up to date,

= He will exercise overall supervision of these Private

Welfare Societies who are members of the P, and 1L/R Welfare
Committee and ensure that they render suech returns each month
as may be required by Military Government.

6. He will maintain the closest possible liaison with all
Divs/Branches on whose field VWelfare activities may impinge.
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() Extract 2343 PUBLIC HEALTH BRANCH
I.A. & C, DIV

C.C. FOR G. (BE)

BUNDE, B.A.C.R.

31 Dec 45

|
:

INTR/62038/1/FH
To: Distribution as below:
Subject: I.A. & C. Div ¥il Gov Instruction No 27

The following remarks are sent in the hope that they
may assist temporary Welfare Officers in what is admittedly a
task for those with little or no previcus experience of this work.

It is particularly stressed that Welfare Officers
should look on Headquarters as a so rce of help and should refer
any matter of difficulty to us, sc that every help can be given.

We are making every effort to secure a Special U,S.
Army publication on this subjeet, which is without doubt the
best book ever published in German Welfare.

These will be sent around to all officers as soon as
they are received at Hsadquarters. Visits to Headquarters by
Q. P Detachments W.0s., will always be most welcome.

Para 3 of Responsibilities of Provincial Welfare
Officers enjoin the attendance of Welfare Officers at the
Welfare Committee meeting at their appropriate level,

In this connection the following points are stressed,

1«  The German Committee should be ordered to submit a
copy of the agenda for your approval at least 4 days before the
meeting.. %
2. Two copies of theminutes should also be forwarded to
you (both in German and lish) after the meeting, one of these
for onward transmission to Public Health Branch, Control
Commission for Germany (BE). PFurther a copy should also be sent
P to the local Regierungsamt in the case of 1L/R Committees or to
- the Praesidium in the case of Provincial Committees.

3. Any points arising from these minutes which have more
than a Provincial interest will be extracted by S.0., 1 Welfare
at Headquarters, C.C.G. for inclusion in the Zonal Agenda,

4, Periodic and unannounced visits should be paid to Xreis:
to see how the special committees for ex-inmates of concentration
camps are functioning. Considerable oprortunity exits in these
committees for favoritism and for Black Market activities, so
that they will need careful watching. Welfare Officers are
responsible for the supervision of the Wohlfahrtsamt i.e. the
office responsible for the payment of Public Assistance to those

unable to work,

At the moment rates of P.A. are frozen throughout the
British Zone pending the issue of new scales., This matter is
being pressed forward but work is of necessity slow since many
- factors have to be considered, viz. cost of living, amount of
damage suffered logcally, income exemptions of participants,
method of raising P.A, funds contribution from Reich budget ete.
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The absence of Zonal rate may be c-uuing some local
hlrdship but this is unavoidable.

The following documents should be in possession of
every Welfare Officer and steps should be taken to secure
personal Bopies for constant reference:

zZone Politlcal Instruction No 12
Zone Political Instruction No 13
Zone Political Instruction No 20

I.A. & C. Division Military Government Instruction No 27
with Appendix "A™

I.A. & C. Division Military Government Instruction No 14
Technical Manual Public Welfare (Military Government).

British Red Cross have received permission to work
with the German c¢ivil population and will now be able to send
experts to assist in organizing local German Welfare. B.R.C.

ILiaison Officer will be attached to P Detachments and application

for teams should be made to them. The B.R.C. officers can be
of immense assistance in many un-official ways and Welfare
Officers are strongly advised as they are all trained Welfare
Workers and possess wide experience of work in N.W. Europe.

. The closest liaison must be maintained with all other .
functions as Welfare possesses s0 many ramifications that there
are few functions of Military Covernment which do not come into
the picture at some time. The more obvious have been listed
on the Appendix to Instruction No 27 but it will be found thnt
othcr tunotions will erop up from time to time.

Great care must be taken not to put it on the preserves
of other functions-e.g. Child Welfare - this is an Educational
Branch responsibilitywhilst the Wohlfahrtsamt may have something
to say on the non-educational aspects, the responsible office
is now the Jugendsamt. Any points which may require action
should therefore be referred to Education'and Welfare and should
not take action on these now..

D, Wolfe-Murray
Lieut, Colonel

DISTRIBUTION 8.0.,1 Welfare
WELFARE OFFICERS (PH) & Public Health Branch
307 P MIL GOV Det Munster '
714 " DUSSELDORF
312 " KIEL
229 " HANNOVER
L/R " HAMBURG
8 " " KOIN
318 » " DUSSELDURF
227 " » AACHEN
507 " MINDEN
21 *» . DETMOLD
917 * " ARNSBERG
110 * " WARENDORF
616 R.B. SCHLESWIG
613 * AURICH
604 * OSNABRUCK
611 " STADE
504 " HANNOVER
914 HILDESHREIM

120 Land BRAUNSCHWEIG
CLDENBURG
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APPENDIX wc®

Sub ject: \'f GEES

To: Oberprasident
From: 307 P Military Government Detachment

8ix copies of Control Commission for Germany
(Bl) Zonal roliecy Instruction No. 10 of 26 Nov 45 are
forwarded for your personal attention. This instruction
deals with the machinery to be provided by the German local
administration for the handling of Refug.o movement.

2. (a) The number of German evacuees and refugees who
must ultimately be received in Westfalen is not

at present precisely known.

(b) An interzonal Exchange of Evacuees is now in
progress. Under this scheme, it is estimeated
that Westfalen will recéive 450,000 Evacuees
some 100,000 of them have already arrived. It
is very doubtful whether more than an insignificant
number of persons will be repatristed out of
Westfalen under this scheme.

(e) Plans for acceptance into the British Zone of
1,500,000 German refugees from Poland are in
course of preparation. Under this plan, it is
estimated that approximately 500,000 must be
accepted in Westfalen. This plan is due to
begin in December 1945 and to be completed in
July 194é.

(d) In addition to the above planned intakes, Westfalen
will be required to accept a proportionate quota
of the following classes.

(1) Evacuees from the US/FR Zone not included
in the head for Interzonal Exchange.

(11) Discharged members of the Wehrmacht,
(111) Gemen Subjects from Austria.

(iv) Germen subjects from Territories of the
United Nations.

Movement of population as set up in para 2 above
will be effected on an organized basis. Sudden
varietions in the number of Evacuees and refugees
to be received will require quick dedisions. The
formation of executive Refugee Branches at all
levels of Cerman Civil Administration is therefore
necessary; this information should be proceeded
with at once. All other branches of your
administration will be affected and will require
to be kept constantly in the pleture so that
refugees and evacuees may be received in the most
orderly and humane manner, and that the burden,
of their reception may be borne equally by the
whole population.



De A Refugee Branch has been formed at this
Headquerters and speclalist officer will shortly be

appointed at LR/RB Military Govermment level. It is
essential that the closest liaison be established between

- your branches and these officers at the appropriate level.

4, (a) You will therefore give this matter your
immediate and personal attention.

(b) You will bring this organization into being
at all administretion level in the Province
and the lLander Lippe and Schaumburg Lippe,
in eonsulation with the Landesprasident, at
the earliest date and report when this has
been comple ted.

(e) You will submit by (16 Deec 45) a detailed
plan showing the lines on which this orslnization
h being dovclopod.

(d) You will arrange that a notification of all
Refugee Committees at Frovince, Land, Reglerung-
bezirk and Kreis level be sent early to the
Relevant Military Government Detachment
Commander in order that he -Bg arrange, if
considered advisable for a tish representative
to be present. :

5. Finsnocial instmuction regarding the formation
or Refugee Branches and Committees have been forwarded to
ou and of 307 P Military Government Detachment No ;

| }07/!'13/1849 of 5 Dec 45.

(8gd4) Col Chadwick
Brigedier
DDMG 307 P Mil Gov Det.
MUNSTER
Local Ext 535

FCD/IM
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CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERNAMY (BE)
I.A, & C, DIVISION MIL. GOV, INSTRUCTION NO. 14
Sub jects FURSORGE (Public Assistance noliotl

Al

1. It 1s necessary to collect certain information

as a basis for formulating a new scheme for the administration
of the Fursorge (?ublic Assistance Rellef), 1nclﬁding

revision of the present rates of cash benefits.

2. Pending the introduction of the new scheme it has

Seon declided to freeze all cash binotitspuynouta at the

~Allgemeine and Cehobene rates in force on the lst Oetober
1945. You will by now -have reccived a Finance Division

Technical Instruction dealing with this subjeet and with

the tront-pni of refugees.

Se The attached questionnaire should be completed

by the local German Authorities or Departnpnt concerned; .
it is not intended or required that 'FP' Detachments or lower

military government formation should burden themselves with

&ny avoidable labour on this ascecount. Thelr part may be
confined to a general scrutiny of the returns rendered by

the Cerman Authorities or Departments to ensure that all

questions have been answered.,

4. It 1s ssked that the guestionnaire may be oclblotod

and returned not later than the 30th November, 1945.

I.Ae. & C. Division
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Bochum 5, Feb 46

To: 307 P. Military Government
Captain LaBrosse

From: Central Committee for the Victims of Fioisn, Westfalen
Subject: Relief for ex-inmates of concentration camp.

The central committee for the Victims of Facism in
the Frovince of Westfalen greatly appreciste the order of
Military Government that for certain groups of fomer politieal
detainees specinl compensation and relief shall be granted, we
appreciate this plan especially because it shall be the aim
of this scheme to help on the grounds of humanity those .
persons who had suffered in concentration camps, Jjails, ete, and
in order to show the public that the opponents of National
Socialism shall be fully scknowledged.

Therefore we agree with the establishments of the
special committees which are to receive the epplications of
the victims and to decide if a person can be ecknowledged as
8 vietim of Facism and how their reparation shall be made
on the injustice done to them.

But we think, that besides these special committees,
existing for months shall be the advisory councils desireble and
necessary which are functioning well and were elected by the
victims of Facism on a democratic basis. They consist only of
former political detainees who really experienced what dete tion
means snd therefore are the most suitable persons to sdvise
the applicants and to give any information to the special
committees if they desire so. The work of the speciel committee
will not in the least prejudice that of the special committees.
The advisory councils are working honorarily and will do their
part that unjustified applications will be avoided and justified
applications will be submitted in due form with the required
records.

But it seems more essential that the central committee
of Westfalen Frovince for the victims of Facism will exist
in the future. In the light of the multitude of desires and
of the enormous injuries many victims hed to suffer.from there
will be surely applicants who are not satisfied by the decisions
reached by the committee. That would result in a flood of
petitions, protest notes, and many will intend hints coming into
the offices of Military Government and the Civil Administration.

‘At this stage we consider it the best that all these matters

would be handled at first by the central committee of Wentfalen
Province. And it is the duty of this central committee to try

to settle this matter with the complainant and only if they do

not succeed in doing so they have to pass the protest note

to the appropriate British or Germmen Authorities as far as

this is admissible at all.

The variety of the problems and the required
individual treatment will bring about meny doubts so that even
the special committees will be doubtful sometimes how to act
principally. It will be desireble that decisions are based
on the same principles throughout the Province of Westfalen.

In order to meet such dubious cases and the above mention

there must be an office which will deal with such dubious csases.
For this purpose the central committee will be quite suitable
because of their experiences and of their co-operation with

the authorities of Military Government. The assistance of the
special committee would not only be for the best of the victims
of Facism but would mean also a support of the British and

German suthorities in performing their tasks.
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Therefore we suppose Mt there will be no obmuono
made against the continuance of the céntral committee which is
existing already for half a year.

Signed: Josel Giboni
- Siegfried Heimburg
Kau Klara
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MAIN HQ CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BE)
ZONAL POLICY INSTRUCTION NO 10 OF 21 NOVEMBER 1945
MACHINERY TO BE PROVIDED BY THE GERMAN LOCAL ADMINISTRATION

FOR THE HANDLING OF REFUGEE HQVENE‘!
1. General |

Up to the present time the burden of work involved in
the movement of CGerman refugees has been borne by Military
Government Officers. In many cases local committees consisting
of German officials and members of voluntary societies, have

" already been set up to cope with the problem. The object

of this instruction is to regularise the present situation
and to lay down the broad lines on which the Cerman local
administration should be instructed to organize the handling
of refugee movement which might assume large proporticns

at short notice.

2. Refugee Committee

Refugee Committees will be formed by the Germans at all
levels from inclusive Provinz downwards and will work under
the general direction of the German Provincial, L/R and K
adainistrations. Much work will have to be carried out by
these committees snd a number if not all should be full~
time occupations, before large scale movement can be
commenced.

It 1s suggested that a suitable composition of these

committees should include representatives of the:-

Finance Dopartunnt;

Food 3
Housing v H
Labour i

German Police;

Social welfare Department;

Youth Department;

ReCe, Protestant and Jewish Churches}
Publiec Health Department;

German Voluntary Organizations;
Refugees themselves,

It will probably be found that representatives of some
or all of these Departments will be unnecessary at the Kreis
level, and that the ma jority of the functions can be preformed
by the Burgermeister with his staff., Whenever possible the
Oberburgermeister, Burgermeister or Landrat should organize
and supervise the working of these committees.

3. Responsibilities of Refugee Committees.

The duties which should eventually be laid on Refugee
Committees are set out below.

(1) At Gemeinde and/or Kreis

The Oberburgermeister, Burgermeisteror Landrat, will
be made responsible for:

(a) the provision of the staff required;

(b) the collection of information regarding
the number of refugees to be evacuated
and the number of incoming refugees which
can be absorbed;



(e)

(a)

(e)

()

»(e)

(h)

—— —

the dissemination to refugees of such
orders regarding movement cr standfast
as may be -iven by Eritish Military
Government authorities for the cere and
control of refugees.

the establishment of reception centres or
transit camps and information offices, for
Cermans who have been returned to their
home areas and for whom no dwellings

exist or who are in transit to their
permanent homesj

the collection and despatch of putgoing
refugees as directed by Land, RB or Kreis

- and the reception: and dispersal of

incoming refugees;

the provislion of the means necessary for
the care, shelter maintenance and medical
attention required for refugees including
medical inspection of out going and
incom’ng persons.

the release of food, sanitary, medical
and elothing stores as authorized by
British Military Government for the care
and administration of refugees;

the provision end payment for all goods
and services required for refugees.

(11) At Provinz, Lend, Reglerungbezirk.

The head of the Cerman authorities concerned will be
responsible for:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

tho'proviulon and payment of the staff
required;

the passing of orders regarding refugees

issued by Military Covernment and the check- -

ing and supervision of the execution of
such order by the subordinate German
authorities;

the maintenance of statistics and the

rendering of information in connection
with refugees and exlisting population

required by Military Covernment;

the establishment of transit centres for
the receptidon =2nd despatch of refugees
and the provision of staff for sorting
and documentation of incoming persons.

4. Pinancial Responsibility

(1) Cemeinden and/or Kreis are responsible for meeting
the cost ofs:- :

(a)
(b)

(e)

Staff required [or the duties laid on them.

Reception arrangements for rofnzool,
including billleting, relief and the
provision of eclothing.

Medical inspecti f gees, on
evacuation g§°ro83p§1dﬁff“ 5



(11)

«B -

Geme inden will receive a grant of 85% of the gosts
incurred by them in respect of refugees whom they
receive, excluding these normally resident or
dependents of residents in the British Zone,

(111)Lander and Provinzen are responsible for meeting

(IVv)

the cost of:
(a) Movement of refugees.
(b) Esteblishment of transient camps.

" (e) Billeting, maintenance and medical care
of refugees in transit. :

(d) St&ff requlred rfor the duties laid on
them, '

(o) Grants to Gemeinden of 85% of the costs
incurred by Gemeinde in respect of refugees
whom they receive excluding those normally
resident or dependents of residents in
the British Zone.

Lender and Provingen will recelive the following
grants from Relch Funds:-

(a) In respect of grants to Gon.indo under
(111) (e) above, 754 of the amount paid
by the Gemeinde as reliefl,

(b) In respect of payments, excepting those under
(111)(d) and (e) atove, 75% of the cost
falling on the Lander or FProvinzen.

These payments will be chargeable against
Einzelplan XII (Relief) in the Reich Budget.

6. ggporvillon and Assistence

(1)

(11)

Military Government authorities will render the
maximum assistance to these Rafugees Committees
at all levels, but care must be taken not to
endanger their early assumption of the utmost
possible responsibility,

Members of these Refugees Committees, whether
permanent or temporarily co-cpted, will be screened
beforehand.

6. Welfare Commlittees

Instructions are being 1issued separately for the
establishment at Provinz, L/R and R/B levels of Welfare
Coummittees comprising the following organizations:~

Wohlfahrtsamt

Innere Mission

Caritas Verband

Deutsches Rotes Kreus (after de-nazification)
Arbeiter Wohlfahrt

and such other Welfare Socletles

as have a provincial Standing.

- The Rofugooa Committees will obtain the maximum amount of help
from these Welfare Committees as they come in operation.

Signed J. Templer
Ma jor-General
Director of Military Government
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Public Health Branch

I.A. . c. mu.‘“

¢.C.G. (BE)

Bunde. B.A.O.R.
Intr/62038/6/FH 11 Feb 46

To Welfare P.H.
- Westfalen Region

Subject  Fommation of Welfere Societies

K Reference your 307/Wel/FH/379/46 of 7 Feb 46 on
above mentioned subject.

Before a society is formed Military Government
should be consulted and the following information be submitted.

(a) The name of the society and the composition.
(b) Objeet and scope.
(¢) Names of proposed officisls paid and voluntary.

2. Copies of the fragebogens of all officials must
be supplied for submission to C.I.B.
. P Other branches coneerned should be contacted if ‘

warranted, such as Public Relations, ete.

(Sgna)
| Dtrgctor ‘General.




< - ARPERDIX "o
To 307 P. Military Government Detachment Welfare
Subject; Your inquiry regarding the Restitution Committee
il .

n reply to my I have been informed that
Herr Giboni m kept «ant th the EPD already before 1933
ulnth-tmullulhtu‘ﬁthm. He is told to
have been in the concentration The chief committee that

has been established by *‘ is a committee of the
Union of the Mhn u lnu-. Giboni had .mntu

t0 the oberpresiden murtl being

has been forwarded t. the 41 Cinr—ln.-&bcu does

mmmmnmuuum W&u.m
position of a trustee of the mum-.

In the m‘unlm mo boni hopes to

cbtain the recognitior of hi m.mumnm-uu

consjidered as acceptable to Military Government.

By proxy

(3gnd ) iandeshsuptmann Salzmann
13/2/46.
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From:

Sub jeect:

|
APFPENDYX vp* |

‘l'osr | 307 P. Military Government Detachment Munster, 14 Feb 46

Provineial Civil Administration

Capt. lLaBrosse) DOP/1 C 4/15
Westfalen ' |

Central Committee for the victims of Facism.

1. A central committee for the vietims of

Facism has been formed for the Province of Westfalen.

Its members have been elected by the vietims of

{:c:n. Thus the committee is formed on a democratic
818,

B . I have no objections to raise the
establishment of this central committee. will be
able to do a lot of work for the English and German
authorities and to help and advise the vietims of
Facism in certain major matters. My co-operation with
the central committee has proved a boon so . il

3. The tasks of this central committee are
shown in the enclosure.

(8gnd)

Mr. Menzel
for the Oberprasident.
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@ ' ' T APEENDIX v1v
Regierungarat Dr. Loppuech. Munster 15 Feb 46
Subjeet Giboni

To-day I had a conversation with Mr., Giboni. He
communicated that on Sunday, 17 Feb 46 in Hamburg will be a
meeting of the deputies of the organization "Victims of
Facism®™., When I asked Mr. Giboni whether Military Government
had allowed this meeting he told me mercly the following:

: If our committee would be forbidden there will
he uproar in Hemburg and in the Ruhr district. And if Military
Government will forbid our Conference in Hamdburg on Sunday,
- we shall have our meeting in the cellar,

(Sgned) Loppuch.,




APPENDIX "3
Regierungarat Loppuch Munster 15 Feb 46
Subjeet; Herr Dickmann

Mr. Dickmann told me not long age that Military |
Government had shut the Restitution Committee in Munster. |
But it was intended to form an association for the "uuu of
Facism", The 1ist had already been laid out.

The new lnuoa now established in Munster
some days ago had i ed for a meeting. This meeting how-
ever had been rorbtuoa by order of itary Government which 4
sses in the formation of the association for Victims |
of ism now are reached. I could not yet rix it because I ’
did not see Mr, Dickmann in the last days,

(Sgnd)
Loppﬂih.
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MAIN HQ CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMARY (BE)
ZORE _POLICY INSTRUCTION KO, 20 OF 4 DEC, 1945
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE FOR EX-INMATIS OF CONCENTRATIOR CAMPS

O!!!CT-

; ) To ensure that special tenefits and assistance are granted
} to certsin classes of ex-inmates of darman concentration camps
| and other victims of oppression in Germany.

This scheme is intended not only to help on humenitarian
eronndl those who heve suffered, but also for political reasons,
© show the Oermans -lsarly that those who suffered in their
oppcsition to Nazism will be reasonably rewarded.

SCOPE OF THIS INSTRUCTION

2. The ob ject of this instruction 1s tc lay downg

‘ (a) who shall be oliuibio for benefits under this scheme
and the method of qualifying for and providing
these benefits:

(b) the administrative machinery by which the scheme
will operate.

BLIGIEIL;Z! FOR SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

3. The following persons grovidod that they are not living
in a D.Ps camp, will be aligib e for speclal assistance:~

“nl ex-inmate of & German coneentration cemp, who:-
| (a) 1s & displaced person of undetermined nationality;

; ‘D’ - (b) 18 a digplaced person of a state which remained
1 neutr:l during the war;

(e) 1is an encmy or ex-enemy national and was detained
for any or more of the following reasons:=-
| (1) because he offonded against the Nazi laws
| or raclal doctrine;
(11) because he had religious convictions or

% belonged to organization which conflicted
| with Nazl law or peliecys

(111) because he belongsd to a politicel party
actively opposed to the Nazis or resisted
Joining the Nazl party.

| Provided that the a-ove categories (a) to (¢) shall not
| be deemed to include any persons=-

(d) who was at any time a member of the Nazi Party,
unless he is approved by ¥il Cov. as eligivle
for relief;

(¢) who was confined in a concentration camp solely
because he was & mutinous member of the Wehrmacht;
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(f) who was detained solely recause he had & sectional
quarrel with the Nazi Party, e.g. persons detained
for belng involved in bomb outrages, or detsined
in recent purges of the Nazi Party. In
excaptional ceses, however, Military Government may
approve Special Assistance for such people.

(z) who was detained for an offence which under present
eriminael law would render him liable to a senterice
of not less than (8) yesrs imprisonmeht without
the option of & fine;

NOTE: In many cases persons were det:ined for
reasons quite other than those for which they were
officially charged. It may not be possible to
disprove the ostensible grounds for imprisonment.
Such persons would not be entitled to sssistance
under thls sub~paragraph, but they may apply to
Militsry Government for a review of thelir case.

(h) who, while in & coneentration oa-p, assisted in
the punishment or persecution of other inmates;

(1) who, since the Occupation, hes been tried by a
military or eivlil court an: sentenced to imprison-
ment.

NOTEs Persons excluded under this category who
appeal to Military Government will be judged on
thelir merits, e.g. the claim of a person imprisoned
for & breach of curfew in mitigating circumstances
micht well be upheld.

(k) whe, in the opinion of the Specisl Assistance
Committee referred to below, falls within a category
similar in principle to the foregoing categories
(d) to (1) or 1s of known bad character and
undeserving relief: provided always that any such
a cass ls immediately reported to Military Govern-
ment, who may review the case and order assistance.

AE~BLICIBILITY:

4. Any person who has gualified under this scheme, but has
jlincO lost his qualificatlon by obtaining employment, and
\Losesa~cuch employment through causes directly attributable

to having been in a concentration camp, shall be re-eligible
to make an application for these beneflts, provided he applies

within 14 days of loosing such employment.

METHOD OF PROVIDING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

S, (a) Kreis Special As:iat:neo Committees

In each Kreils. thoro #1111l be ontabliahod a
Committee to be called the "Krels Special
Assistance Committee", "P" Detachments will
issue instruction to the Oborprnsidont for the
formation of these committees.

These Committees wlll consist of:

One legal represgsentative (chairman)

One member of the publie

One ex~inmate of a concentration camp, or
in a Xrels where such a person is not avail-
able, one person who has actively opposed
the Nazl regime or suffered at its hands,
or a member of the Kreis Nominated Council.
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609L/R Det Hamburg will instruct the Burgermeister to
set up such number of Special Assistance Committees as
are necessary to ensure that applications are dealt with
expeditiously.

The Committees will be part of the organization of the
Wohlfahrtsany. An official of the latter will act as
secretary and will be responsible for the co-ordination
of the work of the Committee.

The Committees will not be paild for time spent in session,
but will be reinbursed for thelr travelling and out-of-
pocket expense from public funds.

They will have the power to co-opt such persons as are
necessary for the purpose of obiaining expert opinions,
e.g. doctors, mental specislists.

(b) CLAINS

Claims by persons considering themselves eligible,
will be made within two calender months of the date of
promulgation of this scheme. Claims will be made only
to Special Assistance Committee of the Krels in which the
applicant normally resides. People released from D.Ps
camps, hospitals who are known to have been in a concentra-
tion camp will henceforth be given a Military Government
certificate to this effect. A questionnaire, to be
filled in by applicants, is attached as the type of form
which should be used. Copies printed in German, will be
distributed in due course.

(¢) VERIFICATION

Onus of proof of eligibility for special benefits
rests with the claimant, whose claim must be endorsed
by one of the followings~

(1) ' British Milit Government Officer, servin
: ::!ﬁ a 'K! Dotnoh:::t g "

(11) Polizeibehorde (Police Authority)

(111) Priests, Minister of Religion, judieisl official,
lawyers, notaries or other responsible officials.

If the necessary data for proof are submitted to
the Speclal Assistance Committee, but verification is
required from elsewhere, the toliowing procedure will
be adopted:-

(iv) If verification can be obtained from within
the British Zone, the Spocisl Assistance Com-
mittee will communicate through the Kreils :
Wohlfahrtsamt direct by civil post with the Come-
mittee in the Kreis from which it is desired
to obtain verification;

(v) If verification is required from the Russian
Zone, U.8. or French Zone, the Special Assistance
Committee will communicate through the Kreis
Wohlfahrtsamt direct by civil post with the
Krcis authorities in the Zone concerned.
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(d) APPEAL

Claimsnts will have the right of appeal to the
local Military Government Detachment within 14 days
of an adverse decision being given. Detachments receiv-
ing the appeals, will, after investigation, either
uphold or reverse the decision of the Special Assistance
Committee. Milit Government may intervene of their
own motion andsquash any decision of the Committee
without appeal be 'ng made.

(e) PALSE STATENME
Any claimant knowingly making false statements

‘e lther to the Kreis Special Committee or to the

endorser of his eldim in en endeavour to obtaln these
benefits will be liable to prosecution under Military
Government Opdinance 1, Article 1l.

HELP TO BE GIVEN
Assistance and benefits will be granted as follows:~-

(a) FCOD

Succesaful clalmants will be fed as medium heavy
workers, Instructions on the ration scale to be
issued are being sent to Food Office by Food and
Agriculture Branch, Economie Division. This will
apply to the claimant only and will not apply as
a concession for the whole of his family.

(b) PRIORITY FOR HOUSING

A successful claimant will be entered in a special
list in the Kreis Wohnungsamt. This office will make
immediate inquiries as to his present housing accom=-
modation and if that accommodation (excluding any
kitchen not exceeding 8 sq. m. or any room of a type
not normally used in the locality for living) provides
less than 7 sq.m. of hygieniec liv space for him-
self and for e:ch member of his family, if any,
(excluding children under 1 year of age «nd counting
each child between 1 year of age and 14 years of age
as half a member), that office shall, within six
months of his being declared eligible for relief, offer
him, at a rent he can reasonably afford to p;z. such
additional or alternative accommodation as will provide

the said standard of living space. If the repalr of
any accommodation 1s necessary tc provide this standard
within the said perlod, building materials shall be
specially allocated for the purpose from such stocks
;;.;rc, or may hereafter become, avallable to the
8.

(¢) PRIOR OF EWP

If a successful claimant resides in a district
where c:ploz?ont suited to his capability is difficult
to obtain, he will be given such priority over other
applicants for work as smay be necessary to ensure
that he 1s placed in suitable employment with the
minimum of delay; on such employment being glven,
all Public Assistance under paras. 6 (¢) and (d4) will
automatically cease. Arbeirsamter will be instructed
to accord this priority of treatment to any applicant who
presents an identification card issued by a Kreis special
Assistance Committee and appropriately endorsed in
Serial 3 "Priority Employment".
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(d) Financial Ald

(1) A successful claimant shall receive publie
assistance, free from engquiry as to need, at
a rate 50% above the Allgemeine Fursorge
rate obtaining in the Kreis in which he
resides, together with a reasonable
allowance for rent, and such assistance
shall be pald, if the applicant so desires,
otherwise than on personal application.

This 50%f increase shall apply to all members
of the applicant's family who are eligible
for normal Public Assistance rates.

This special public assistance will be
conditional able-bodled applicants
registering for work at the Kreis labour
Exchange. Furthermorse, 1f the l{plldlﬂt
refuses work, both relief and allowances
shall be subject to a Means Test.

Unemployed applicants will be encouraged to .
undergo training at technical or other train-
ing centres, thus serving the dual purpose

of teaching a trade and restoring the
individual ‘s self-respect.

(11) These speciel assistance payments will be
borne in the first instance by the Gemeinde:
the Gemeinde will, however, be entitled to
claim back from Reich funds the 50% excess
Allgemeine Fursorge. The Cemeinde must
submit to the competent Reich authorities
certified lists of payments made in support
of such cleims.

(111) Provided an applicant qualifies, special
public assistance will be pald, whether or
not the applicsnt 1s in receipt of Social
Insurance Beneflits.

DURATION OF RELIEF

7. (a) The above special assistance will be nted
initially for a perioed of 26 weocks. Thereafter, its
continuation to any applicant will be conditional
upon submission to a Means Test, and applicantswill haw ¢
to prove their inablility to work. If ¢ are then
still eligible for relief, they will still be entitled
to full benefits as in para 6(d)(1) for one further
period of 13 weeks; after this period they will revert
to normal public assistance rates.

(v) Persons who qualify and have suffered physical
or mental injury of a permament or semi-permanent
nature, sufficient to render them 1ncapable of work

 will be made eligible for special assistance as in
para 6 (d)(1) for an indefinite period of time,
subject to arinual review,



STATISTICS AND RETURNS

8. Statistics shewing numbers of applications received,
number interviewed, numbers awalting Interview and number

to whom benefits have been granted as at the last day of

each month, as on attached proforma will be forwarded by

the Special Krels Assistance Committues through Wohlfahrtsamt
channels to Province Levels. From there they will be

passed into British channels snd will be forwarded to I.A.

& C., division (Publie Health and Welfare Branch) pending

the formation of the Statisticel Bureau at Nain H.Q. CGontrol
Commission Cermeny (BE).

EFFECTIVE DATE AND PUBLICITY

o. Publicity of this scheme will be strictly witheld
until Kreis Special Assistance Committees have been set up.
Publieity will be undertaken by I.A. & C. Division (Publie
Health Branch) through PR & ISC Group; the former will be
responsible for announcing the date of which this scheme

will ecme into effect (dependent on progress in the formation
of Special Assistence Committees).

BERLIN

1C. This instruction will NOT spply to the British
sector in Berlin unless it has been previously agreed
upon by the Alllied Eommandatura.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR SCHEME

11, I.A. & C. Division Nain H.Q. Control Commission
for Germany (British Element) will be responsible for the
control and superv sion of this scheme, consulting with
other Divisions conee ned as necessary

sgd J.W. TEMPLER

Ma jor-ceneral
Director of Nilitary Covernment



APFENDIX "M"

HQ/2099/Ses Office of the Deputy Military

Governor, (British Zone),

Ext 214 " Main Headquarters
: Control Oonniuion for Germany

(British Element)
LUBBECKE
BAO
22 December, 1945.

Distribution; - As for Minutes

Subject: Communal Feeding

Attached are the minutes of the
éonference on Communal Feeding,
held at LUBBECKE on 18th Tecember

1945. ,

F.S. Fielding Capt.
Seeretariat.




INTRODUCTION

1. The Chairman, outlining the objects of the :
conference stated that st the last 'P' Detechment Commarders
conference, the question of Communal Feedinz had been

raised and summerily dismissed as being un-economic. As

a result of second thoughts on the matter, the position

was being reocnsidered, and this conference was called.

The two main objects were:

(a) to consider and spread both the experience
end views of those who had tried out
Communal Feeding, especially with regard
to plans in different Corps Districts; end

(b) to consider what assistance, if sny, was
required from Main H.Q. C.C.G.

Communal Feeding was basically a local matter,
and systems would vary in different places owing to the
variety of local conditions.

FRESENT DEVELOPMENTS

2. Vajor Muller then outlined the system at

work in Sehleswig-Holstein. These were mainly works
centeens, but there was an emergency winter communal feeding
scheme, which would feed half s million people over the
normal existing systems total of 350,000. One of the
objects of the works centeens wes to prevent the workers
sharing the ir extras rations with their families.

4

The Chairman pointed out that works canteens
were outside the immediate scope of this conference,:
and asked for information of the communal feeding scheme as
far as it affects households. FHe wes informed that
preparations were made for the esuthorities in Kiel to take
in peoples ration cards, drew the food and cook it. PFeople
drew the food from the central coocking dcpota, and either
eat it or take it away.

Wing Commender Griffin said that both before
and during the war the Germans had extensively organized
Communal Feeding, snd this organization still existed
where any administration remained. It wes on this basis
that the Kiel organizetion rested.

It was confirmed that similar schemes were
ready in Westphalis and North-Rhine Frovince, and were being
prepared in Hannover. DXRrunswick end other districts were
waiting to see how the scheme worked in Hannover before
teking any action. The main difficulties were fuel end
containers. (See below paras 5 and 6).

RESFONSIBILITY

3. Wing Commander Griffin claimed that the
responsibility for controlling Communal Feeding was not
clearly laid down, but at the moment was being held by
Econ 6; this should not be, for Econ é merely provided
the rations, which would be the same whether communal
feeding was organizod or not.
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Lt-Col Wolfe-Murray stated that the responsibility

was that of Welfare (Fublic Health Iranch) who would control
it through the Wohlfahrsamt. Welfare Branch was prepared to
teke over this work when more personnel arrived which, it
was hoped, might be January. The Wohlfahrtsamt would do all
the executive work, but would be controlled by Welfare.

'P' Detachments confirmed that their Welfare
personnel (where they existed) were in charge of the
organizations.

WAS AG

(a) that the responsibility for running communal
feeding was a Cerman one;

(b) that the spomsoring branch in C.C.G. would
continue to be Boon 6 (Food and Agriculture
Branch) until such time as Welfsre was able
to take over the scheme in its entirety.

4, Throughout most of %ho British Zone, Communal
Feeding was organized and merely waiting for the word to
start,

Hajdr Stevenson wished the scheme to be delayed,

'preferably until next March or April, but the Chairmen

pointed out that there were two &dvantages in starting the
scheme as soon as possible.

These were

(a) that it was more economical and food went
further;

(b) in the Ruhr and many large towns, the damage
to residential property was so great that
there was a possibility that many people
were unable to cook meals at all.

IT WAS AGREED THAT

As the scheme was governed by local conditioms,
these should govern the date of inauguration of
the scheme in the different areas.

BATERIALS

5. Captein LaBrosse put in a plea for the release
of ex-Yehrmacht mobile f'ield kitchens for use in bombed towns.

It wes stated thet this had already been
considered, and the Chairman said he would teke it up with
Bo Q. B.A.O.R.

(a) to effect their release;

(b) to ensure that they were not all ear-marked
for Sechleswig-Holstein, :
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Various suggestions for improvising containers
were put forward e.g. new dustbins, which could be converted
to hay-boxes; smoke containmers from naval sources; milk
chirns. The possibility of containers being manufsctured

or released from Army salvage dumps was mentioned, end

IT WAS AGREED:

(a) That Econ 6 should teke up with Economie
Division the possibility of manufacture
or of release from already manufactured
stocks.

(b) local representatives should investigate
the possibilities of Army Salvage Dumps,

COAL

6. The Chairman outlined the various difficulties
of coal allocations and the various quadripartite claims.

Major Daffern stated that in 8 Corps District
fuel had been switched from the allocated to food processing,
and also from slight stocks that restaurants etec, seem to

have had.

Wing Commander Griffin stated that an allocation
of coal for Communal Feeding should be made at the next
allocation meeting. All 'P' Detachments had put im bids
except 229 'P' Military Government Detachment, who were
instructed by the Chairman to put an extra bid, Brigadier
Borrodaile streesed that - although these bids for fuel
for Communal Feeding would, being small amounts, probably
be met, they will not take effeoct until February, as the
Jenuary allocations had already been made. Until then,
fuel must be found from the present allocations or by using
peat and wood.

SUILL
WAS AGREED THAT

7. (a) as Hamburg had made a successful experiment
with Army “111. Q Br“ch, H.Q. B.A.0.R,
would investigate the possibility of putting
as much swill as possible to Communal Feeding
use instesd of turning it over for animal
consumption. The swill would be sold, not
given, to the Cermans. :

FOOD REFLACEMENT |
8. Wing Commander Griffin stated that food removed
from the Cermens by locel purchase was replaced on a zonal

basis, replacements being mainly of dried food, which vas
suitable for communal feeding.

9. (1) Wing Commander Griffin seid he was unable
to comprehend how the impression that
Communal Feeding was uneconomical could
possibly have crept in.




e 4 —
) (11) Summing up, the Chairman said that

(a) plans for communal feedingsre already
made in all areas, but asked local
representatives to consider whether
any extension of the scheme was required,

(b) the respomsibility for looking after
Communal Feeding rests with Food and
Agriculture Branch at the moment; authorit.y
to implement any of the schemes was a
matter of local decision.

(¢) 229 'P! Military Government Detachment
will submit a bid for coal for Communal
Feeding.

(d) H.Q. B.A.0.R. will look into the question
of release of ex-Wehrmacht field kitchens.

(e) Econ 6 (FPood & Agriculture) will take
. up the question of provision and
containers.
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"PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES AGAINST CIVIL DISTURBANCES"

Reference para 4 (b) of BAOR/806/1/4/0ps dated
19th November, 1945, the following instructions are
particularly directed to lMilitary Government lLegal Officers
at all levels.

l. The situation will be dealt with in the first

instance by a Declaration of a State of Emergency. The
responsibllity for taking this step rests with Corps District
Command. For this purpose the form of Declaration attached
hereto at Appendix "A" will be used. Notice of the Declaration
of such State Emergency will be given to the German population
by the posting under Military Government arrangements of printed
coples of the Notice. These will be distributed by this

H.Q. at an early date.

2. As soon as it is known that public security and
order are seriously endangered or disturbed the following
action will be taken forthwith by the (P) Military Government
Detachment concerned or by 609 (L/R) Military Government
Detachment as the case may be:

(a) arrangements will be made for a responsible
Militery Government Legal Officer to be despatch-
ed immedie tely to the scene of the disturbance;

(b) arrangements will be made for the delegation to
the Military Government Detachment Command
nearest to the scene of the dlsturbance of
suthority to convene General Militery Covernments

ourts

(e) the Senior Legel Officer will instruct the Legal
Officer despatched under para 2 (a) sbove that in
accordance with Rule 7 (1) Military Governments
Courts, all ocases arising out of the disturbance
in the area in question shall be brought before
a Ceneral Military Govermment Court for trial;

(d) the following instructions will be issued regarding

the proceedings before any such Generasl Military
Government Courti-

(i) that the Legal Officer who has been present
et the scene of the disturbance will himself
sit as one of the members of the Court;

(11) thet the time allowed for the preparation of
the defence is within the discretion of the
court and that an extension of time will not

be granted without very good ceuse. Whilst
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4.
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sufficient time must be allowed to the
Defence to prepare its case and call its
witness the Defence must not be sllowed to
make this the occasion for delaying tactics;

(111) that the opening speeches by Counsel for the

(a)

(b)

prosecution will be dispensed with;

(iv) that when the Court has sentenced a person

found guilty of committing an offence during

a State of Emergency any petition for Review
shall be lodged with the Court within 48 hours
of the pronouncement of the sentence.

(v) thet in any case where sentence of death has
been imposed by the Court the Case Record and
Petition, if any, shell be despétiched by the
quickest and most direct means to legal
Division, Main H.Q., Control Commission for
Germany lB!), Lubbecke.

As mentioned in paragraph 3 (e¢) of BAOR/806/1/4/0ps
dated 19th November, 1945, cirocumstances may

arise in the case of a purely local disturbance

or disorder in a particular area when it is not
practicable for the procedure outlined in para-
graphs 1 and 2 above the fully implemented and

when the responsibility for the decision regarding
the necessary remedial messures to be immediately
undertaken will rest with the local Military Command.

In the event of these circumstances arising in

a particular area the procedure outlined in
parsgraph 2 above will be followed as far as
practicable. All cases which are to be sent for
trial will be brought before General Military
Government Courts whose procedure will be covered
by paragraph 2 (d4) above.

The decision as to when e State of Emergency shall

be terminated will rest with Corps District Command. Notification
of the decision will be in the form appearing at Appendix "B"

hereto.

Printed copies of this Notice in Blank Form will be

distributed by this H.Q.

Se

Legal Division letter reference Legal/MGC/52214

dated 1 Nov 45 is hereby cancelled.

(Sgd) G.V. Britten
Brig.
For Major General
Director of Military Government.
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A state of emergency exists In —--ccmccanrcaccccaecas
Any order issued by Military Government or by anymember

cof the Allied Forces must be obeyed immediately.

Any person econtravening any of the foregoing provisions
is liasble to be shot without challenze or to be
prosecuted in a Military Court and upon convietion to

~ be sentenced to any lawful penalty (including death).

4,

Date
Time

A Military Government Court which has sentenced any
person found guilty of committing an offence during a
State of Emergency declared by Military Government,

may direct that any Petition for Review shall be :
lodged with sueh Court within 48 hours of the pronounce-
ment of Sentence.

BY ORDER OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT

The Notice dated

IS hereby cancelled.

BY ORDER OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT

Date
Time

doclafing a State of Emergency in



To:

c”to JoE,

AFPERDIZ "O"

9/Civ Affairs/1/2
e,

1/CcMD/1
5 Teb 46

G. LaBrosse,

307 P, M1l Gov Det,.,
B.AQOQR.

Further reference is made to thie Headquarters'

correspondence of even file reference dated 8 Jun 45
concerning repatriation or continued employment of CA/MC

officers,

As you sare aware, yo. were previously informed

that no commitment could be entered into that you would
continue to be employed as a Canadian CA/MC officer after

31 Mar 46,

This period has now been extended until 30

Jun 46, but it must be clearly understood that:

IMMEDIATELY the pro forma Appendix "A" to this correspond-

ence.

(a) if you wish to continue service with the
Control Commission after 30 Jun 46, ¥y
s by 15 Hay 46, have subaitted t
is H.Qe, with copy to British
Authorities, an application for discharge
in the U,K, in ac with the Attached
Appendix "B" to Overseas R.,0, 5855 to
T eaet Tate the Britie iy THr anadime
e or
under Control Commission auspices;

(b) 4f you wish to continue employment until
30 Jun 46 and then be repatriated *—.ﬁ
be returned to the U,k nlmd. 8
you must have vacated whatever OAAG
mutmt you are holding, and be in the
20,80 Jun 46; i

(e) If you wish to be repatriated in the mean-
time, application should be made % to
CoMoB.Qs with copy to British suthorities,

and the necessary steps will be taken to

effect your return to Canada.
You are requested to complete and return

L.G, Secribner
For{A.B.,daclaren) Lt=Col
AAGS (M8)

Canadian Military Headquarters

J




