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REPORT NO; 18
HISTORICAL SECTION (G.S.)
ARMY HEADQUARTERS
THE CAMPAIGN IN SOUTHERN ITALY (September - December 1943)
Information from Oerman Milltary Documents regarding

Allied Operations in General and Canadian Operations
in Particular

INTRODUCTION

1, Canadian operations in Southern Italy from September
to the end of December 1943, have been dealt with in detaill

in Reports Nos 129, 144, 161 and 165 of the Historical Section,
Canadian Military Headouarters. These reports were mainly
based upon information from Canadian sources; other Allled
sources were drawn upon when thls was necessary in order to
show the Canadian effort in its proper relation .tc that of

the 15th Army Group as a whole,

Sn The present report purports to show the relevant
information that has become avallable from German sources,
The Germans had no rea'son to prepare a separate collection
of the facts concerning the Canadian forces, and much of the
information had therefore to be taken from German d ocuments
dealing with larger aspects of the campalign. To find the
widely scattered references to Canadian operations 1t was
necessary to peruse a great mass of documents; pertinent
information of a general nature that has become available

in this manner has been 1ncluded in the report,

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

S The majority of the documents on which this report
is based were lent to Hist Sec .(G.S.) by the German Military
Documents Section in Washington, D,C. Some of the more
significant documents have been photostated, Where the
expression "permanently retained" appears in connection with
enamy documents, It denotes that the document in gquestion 1s
being permanently retained in photostatic form for purposes
of substantiation and reference by Hist Sec (G.S,), Ottawa,
In all such cases references to the document are followed

by the letter R. Where the lettsers R,T. appear in this
connection they indicate that a transliation has been appended
to the photostatic copy of the German text, >

4, Quoted matter has been underlined in conformity with
the original text. With regard to translation it has been
necessary at times to resort to free translation in order to
reflect the true meaning of the original text.

= Attention is drawn to the fact that the German

"ﬁegiment" represents the brigade or brigade group of British
military terminoclogy.

¥
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6. The War Diaries of the German Tenth Army were found
to be the most waluable and complete source of information,

The records of the corps and divisions were used as far as they
were available, Documents on regimental and lower levels were
not on hand; it is not impossible that they may be found at a
later date in some hide-out in Germany,

T The War Diaries of 1 Para Div unfortunately have not
been found and it is believed that they may have been destroyed,
1 Para Div was the German crack division that usually appeared
in the toughest spots and that was beaten by the Canadians and
forced out of Ortona in the bitter fighting of the closing days

of 1943,

8. One of the strongest impressions to be gained from
the analysis of German source material is the realization that
the downfall of the German armies was hastened by their fallure
to recognize the true importance of good Intelligence, Their
tendency to reward only achlievements of a strictly operational
nature brought about a situation where young staff officers
regarded Intelligence appointments merely as a passing phase
and devoted their spare time to the study of tactical doctrine,
An even more dangerous consequenee of the failure to envisage
wider fields than merely those of military problems in the
abstract appeared in the apprecliations of higher commanders,
who at times seemed to show a lack of insight into the military-
political aspects of a situation, In view of the unchanging
nature of the German character and the possibility of sudden
changes in the relative strength of nations capable of major
technclogical achievements, it might be useful beyond the
confines of historical narration to record the German reaction
to given military situations,

SITUATION AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SICILIAN CAMPAIGN

o Although nominally under the command of the Italian
Commando Supremo and, after the defection of Italy very loosely
subordinated to Army Group "B" (Rommel), the commander actually
responsible for the conduct of the German operations in Southern
Italy was Field Marshal Kesselring, He was the C,-in-C, South
(Oberbefehnl shaber Sued - 0.B.S.), with headquarters at Frascati,
near Rome,® : ‘

2

105 As shown in Hist Sec Report No, 14, para‘27: the
German High Command had instructed Marshal Kesselring at the
beginning of August to organize a subordinate Army Headquarters

x It is generally known that Rommel wanted to give up Southern
and Central Italy as untenable and tending to dissipate the
strength of the German armies. Kesselring believed strongly
in the necessityfor defending the area as long as possible,
The differences in the views of the two commanders were well
known in high places. The relationship between Army Group "B"

and 0.,B.S. had been defined with unusual vagueness in
Document "Achse":

égmg grgup "B" receives the right of issuing directives

(Appendix "C", para 2, sec (o))
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to.relieve him of the increasing detail of tactical command

and to tighten control over the German forces strung out 1n
Southern Italy, This Army Headquarters was Armeeoberkommando 10
(A,0.K, 10 - H,Q. 10 Army). It was to be under the command

of General of the Armoured Troops Heinrich v. Vietinghoff,

with headquarters at Polla, BESE of Salerno.®

118 Acting in his capacity as Commander Designate of the

. 10th Army, General v, Vietinghoff submitted his own appreciation
of the situation to 0.B.S. on 11 Aug, The document dealt with
the following possibilities:

(a) Allied landings on both coasts of Southern
Calabria for the purpose of cutting off the
retreating 14th Corps; -

(b) Allied landings in the Naples-Salerno sector,

In view of the battle that was to take place four weeks later
at Salerno, the remarks concerning this sector are of special
interest:

Allied landings in the Naples=-Salerno
sector represent the main danger to the
whole of the German forces in Southern
Italy., The German forces at present

in the area are far from being suffi-
cient to ward off an enemy landing in
sufficient strength, Notwithstanding
any considerations to the contrary, I
regard it as imperative to transfer one
motorized division from Central Italy
to this area, at least until the arrival
of 14 Corps.

While this report was being written, 14 Corps was preparing to
withdraw from Sicily and 76 Corps was deployed in Calabria
for the defence of the southern tip of the peninsula and for
the reception and protection of 14 Corps, The future course
of action for these formations was visualized as follows:

During the return movement of 14 Corps,
Southern Calabria must be evacuated up to
the narrow part of the isthmus around
Castrovillari, Even this will only be a
temporary solution since the German forces
for the defence of Calabria and Apulia are
entirely insufficient and their lines of
communication are insecure, It must remain
the goal to concentrate the two corps further
north in such a manner that their supply is
assured and that they will have sufficient
striking power to prevail against enemy .
landings or a sudden change in the political
situation,

(G.M.D.S. - 42803/2,11 Aug; R 1)

® To simplify references to the two commanders, their
headquarters, or the orders emanating therefrom, the
following abbreviations will be used where sultable:

0.B.S; for Kesselring
A.,0.K. 10 for v, Vietinghoff,



12, Before assuming command of the newly formed Army,
v, Vietinghoff flew to General Headquarters and on 17 Aug
was recelved in turn by Fleld Marshal Keltel, by Colonel
General Jodl and finelly by Hitler in person, (G.M.D.S. =
42803/1, 17 Aug)

13, The instructions which Hitler gave on this occasion
were recorded by the Army Commander in the somewhat sketchy
form that appears below in translation:

Notes on Conversation with the Fuehrer
on the evening of 17 Aug 40

For the conduct of the campaign in Southern
Italy the Fuehrer .gave me the following
instructions:

1) The centre of gravity to be in the
Nazles=Salerno arca, the sector to
be held in any event on account of the
lines of supply.

Three divisions to be transferred into
the area, also the immobile parts of other
formations,

2) An attack on Apulia appears less probable
in view of the present dispositions of
the enemy forces. For observation and
security, 1 Para Div to be transferred
there and preparations to be made for
movement of two more divisions to the area
in case.of need,

3) The area of Southern Italy, especially
Calabria, to be evacuated only under
enemy pressure, Against superior enemy
forces the area to be defended by delaying
actions with fully mobile forces,

4) Preparations, including supply arrangements,
to bc made permitting the transfer of all
troops to Central Italy in case of a special
order to do so,

5) All German troops to be exclusively commanded
by German Higher Headquarters.

(G.M.D.S, - 428.3/2, 22 Aug; R2)

14, After conferring on the way back with 0.B.S,, at
Frascatli, v, Vietinghoff returned to Polla on 22 Aug and
assumed tactical command of 10 Army, Supply and administration
gegeshandled throuzhout the campaign by and from Headgquarters

15, A new appreciation of the situation was made by the
Army commander and placed on record in the War Diary of 10 Army
on 22 Aug. The parts dealing with the situwation on the ground
read as follows:

The enemy has concluded his Sicilian under=-
taking and has reformed his units west of
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Messina. The greater part of his landing
tonnage has been taken back to Africa. Renswed
preparations reported from there indicate the
early beginning of a large-scale landing
operation, It 1s expected that first of all

he will take Sardinia and Corsica in order

to leap over from there to Central or Northern
Italy or perhaps even to Southern France, Above
all, this will give him air bases for new under=-
takings against Germany.

An attack against Southern Italy is to be
regarded only as a seccndary possibility. In
this case the area Salerno-Naples would be the
ocne most likely to be chosen, The purpose

of such an"undertaking would be to cut off
everything south of Naples by severing the

main roads and traffic arteries leading through
that city. Should this occur, the main action
in the Naples sector might be supported by
landings of paratroops in the Foggla sector,

Another secondary possibility would be a

landing in Apulia, This would give the adversary
the advantage of having gocd air bases against
the Balkans and Roumania, The country there 1is
also more suitable for operations of armoured

and motorized forces.

It i1s improbable that the enemy will direct

a main effort against Calebria, The difficul-
ties of the ground there make a quick operative
success improbable and he would have to fight
his way to the North through mountains and

over few and easily interdictable roads,

(G.M,D.S, - 42803/2, 22 Aug)

16, While thus on 22 Aug a large Allied landing operation
in Southern Calabria was still looked upon as & rather remote
possibility, the events of the following week left 1ittle doubt
that such an undertaking was being prepared., Intensive alr
reconnaissances over Calabria, heavy artillery bombardments from
the sea and from Sicily, as well as exploratory landings by
commandos, brought about a change in view that was expressed

in a revised appreciation on 29 Aug:

sse It must therefore be expected that the
enemy will undertake largerlandings either

in the places where the commandos went ashore
or at the most favorable locations 1n the
narrow parts of the peninsula around Catanzaro
and Castrovillari,

It is not impossible that the main intention

of the enemy is tc prevent the rapid transfer
of the German formations now in Southern Italy,
especially in Calabria, to the projected theatre
of the main lending.

(¢.M,D,S, = 42803/2, 29 Aug)
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GERMAY FORCES AND DISPOSITIONS AT THE
BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER

17, Apart from the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division.

and the 2nd Parachute Division, which were stationed near
Rome but were not under the Command of A,0,K. 10, the bulk
of the German ground forces south of the Gaeta-Pescara line
at the beginning of September consisted of the 10th Army
with the following formations:

Under direct command of A, 0.K. 10

1st Parachute Division
2nd Battalion 6th Parachute Regiment

14 Corps with 15th Panzer Grenadier Division
16th Panzer Division
Panger Division Hermann Goering

76 Corps with 29th Panzer Grenadier Division
26th Panzer Division

Not directly under the command of A.0.,K, 10, 5
?ut instructed to cooperate fully: 22nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade.
G.M.D,S., -~ 42803/1, 22 Aug) _

18, The German officers exerting the greatest influence
on the part of the campaign being dealt with in this report
were the following :¥*¥

By Fa 8

General ‘Field Marshal Albert KESSELRI NG

C. of S, ¢ Lt-Gen Slegfried WESTPHAL

Ops : Col Count y, KLINKOWSTROEM, (G.S.C.)"™™*

10 Army

Col=Gen Heinrich v, VIETINGHOFF
(Col-Gen Joachim LAMELOEN, pro tem)

C. of S, : Col (later Maj-Gen) Fritz WENTZELL, (G.S.C.)

Ops : TLt-Col (later Lt-Gen) Hermann BERLIN, (G.S.C.)
76 Corps

General Traugott HERR
C., of S, : Col Fritz RUNKEL, (G.S.C.)

Ops : Major JASTER, (G.S.C.)
later: Wajor v, CLAER, (G.S.C.)

# When mentioned for the first time, German formations
are gilven their full designation, later they are referred
to by suitable abbreviations,

% An-alphabetical index of all German names mentioned
appears as Appendix "A",

##¥x G,S.C, : General Staff Corps,
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89 Pz Gren Div - 4 Lt-Gen PRIES

26 B Bl ¢ Lt=-Gen Frelherr v, LUETTWITZ
Ops : Lt-Col Graf v. BERNSTOREF, (G.S.C.)
1 Para Div : Lt-Gen Richard HEIDRICH
19, Immediately after arriving on the mainland from Sicily,

14 Corps had started to move off towards the Naples-Salerno area.
The plans for H.G, Pz Div had originally called for transfer to
Apulla but the direction was changed on 19 Aug when the dlvision
was already on the move., The beginning of September found 14
Corps concentrated in the Naples-Salerno area; 15 Pz Gren Div
was deployed in the Gaseta-Volturno sector, H,G, Pz Div in the
coastal strip northwest of Naples and 16 Pz Div had arrived from
Apulia and taken up positicns between Salerno and Agropoli.
(G.M.D.S. = 48702/1)%*

20, 1 Para Div was gradually being withdrawn to Apulia

during the first week of September for the defence of Taranto

and for the protection of the deep flank of 76 Ccrps west and
north of Taranto., Withdrawal from that area was to be carried out
only under enemy pressure and then in the manner of a delaying
action, (G.M.D.S. - 42803/2, 29 Aug - 6 Sep)

21, The main forces of the enemy in Calabria on 1 Sep
consisted of:

76 Corps (German ) (29 Pz Gren Div, 26 Pz Div)

22 A,A, Bde (German)
XXXI Corps (Italian)X®

® The Divisional Order of 16 Pz Div on 15 Aug 43 began with the
sentence:
To prevent an enemy landing in the Gulf of Salerno
16 Pz Div is being transferrcd into the area Eboli-
Potenza.
(G,M,D,S, = 42243/6, Appx 178)

¥% The Italian forces in Scuthern Italy were under command of
7 Italian Army with Headquarters at Potenza, The disposition
of the formations was:

Calabria, XXXI Ccrps with: 211th, 212th, 214th and 227th
Coastal Divisions and Divisione
Mantova,

Apulia. IX Corps with: 219th and 210th Coastal Divis-
: ions, 31lst Independent Coastal
Brigade and Divisione Piceno,

Naples=-Salerno, XIX Corps with: 222nd Coastal Division, 32nd
Independent Coastal Brigade,
Harbour Defence Division Naples
and Divisione Pasubilo,

(G.M.D.S. 42803/4, Appx 146b)

In the southernmost tip of Calabria was the 211lth Coastal
Division, It was reinforced by one battallion of Blackshirts
and one battalion of paratroops, Some Itallans were still
willing to fight, but in most units the offlcers encouraged _
the prevailing attitude of passive resistance te the war.,

The German records contain many references to sabotage and to
active mssistance given to the Allies by Italian troops. On
balance the Italians at that time were probably of help to none
and a hindrance to all, The only serious resistance to

the advance of 13 Brit Corps through Calabria was offered

by 76 Corps, s
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A photostatic copy of the order of battle of the divisions

of 76 Corps is being permanently retained, The document shows
the designation and composition of the units of 26 Pz and

29 Pz Gren Divs on 10 Sep as well as the composition of the
battle groups which had been formed from the various elements.
(G.M.,D.S. - 43005/2, 10 Sep; R3)

22, The composition of the divisions remained unchanged

in essentials throughout the campaign but the battle groups

were extremely fluid and subject to constant rearrangement.X®
German maps and documents frequently refer to events only by
giving the name of the battle group concerned and remain obscure
to one who does not know what units werse parts of a certain
battle group at a glven time. The following is a list of the
formations which usually served as a nucleus for the principal
battle groups. It was customary to name the groups after the
commanding officer. .

Divisicn Formation Battle Group
26 Pz Div 26 Pz Recce Bn Ve Rupprecht
9 Pz Gren Regt v, Mandelsloch
67 Pz Gren Regt v. Usedom
93 Pz Arty Regt Viebig
29 Pz Gren Div 15 Pz Gren Regt Uhlig
71 Pz Gren Regt Krueger
29 Pz Arty Regt Pollack

GERMAN WITHDRAWAL FROM CALABRIA

23, The landing .of 13 Corps in the Regglo sector on the
merning of 3 Sep was unopposed. While 26 Pz Div and 22 A.A.

Bde were already further to the North, 29 Pz Gren Div was bring-
ing up the rear. 15 Regt was deployed 25 a covering force about
20 miles south and east of Bagnara. (0.B.S., 2 Sep). It was
the task of 29 Pz Gren Div to carry out such delaying actlons

as were compatible with the order of 30 Aug to concentrate its
force? east and southeast of Castrovillari. (G.M.D.S. = 43005/2,
1 Sep

* Germgn units were indeed handled as interchangeable piesces
of machinery and quite often found themselves under
commanders of varylng personality. The great flexibility
of the battle groups offered tempting advantages of a
tactical nature but the German records show that it made
it also more difficult for higher commanders to keep fully
posted, tended to loosen the ponds betwesen the regular
commanders and their troops and sometimes led to 2 situation
where nothing seemed to be more important than a pause for
the sorting out of the troops and the untangling of the
administrative confusion. The Germsn proclivity for regroup-
ing the natural parts of the army structure did however
complicate the task of Allied tactical intelligence, It re-
meined simple to ascertain the division to which an
identified unit belonged, but the fact that elements of
2 division had been recognized in a certain area by no
means proved that the other parts of the division were
to be found in the same area.



-g-

24, As soon as word of the landings at Regglo had been
recelved, 76 Corps issued new instructions in an order
entitled: "Corps Order No 4 for the Conduct of Operations in
Calabria," The intentions of the Corps Commander were defined
in the opening sentence of para 2: ‘

While covering Central and Northern Calabria,
76 Corps will transfer its centre of gravity
to Northern Calabria in a delaying .action.®

A photostatic copy and a translation of this document, as
well as of a General Order issued by 0,B.S. and passed

to 76 Corps by A,0.,K., 10 on 4 Sep, are being permanently

retained. (G.M.D.S. - 43005/2, 3 Sep; 42803/2, £ppx 86,

4 Sep; R.T.4, R,T.5)

25, It does not fall within the scope of this report to
describe in detaill the complicated movements carried out by
76 Corps in the days between the landings at Reggio and at

Salerno, The actions of 15 Pz Gren Regt in the Bagnara position on

3 and 4 Sep were however the subject of a detalled German
report submitted by 29 Pz Gren Div to A,0,K., 10 on 30 Oct 43,
A photostatic copy and a translation of the most significant
portions of this document are beinz permanently retained,
(G.M.D.s. - 42805/11, 30 Oct; R.T-B’ ROT.'?)

26, ; The document cited above shows that the defence of
the southern part of the road fromlLe Gambarie to Delianuova
should have been carried out by the battalion of Italian
paratroops that was attached to the 211th Coastal Division,
while the road from Melito was supposed to have been blocked
by the battalion of Blackshirts that was deployed just south
of Le Gambarie, The northern part of the road to Delianuova
was the right wing of the German Bagnara position and the :
responsibility of 3 Bn 15 Pz Oren Regbt. This battalion had moved
from Regglo into the area on 2 Sep, The rearguards of its

¥ How the Germans played the game is revealed by two entries
in the War Diary of 10 Army, only four days apart. As
late as 30 Aug, all Italian demands for greater German
participation iIn the protection of the immediate coastal
strips had been countered by the statement that it was the
task of the Italians to protect the coast line,and the task
of the Germans to throw their highly mobile divisions into
the breach at the scene of any major landing, On
3 Sep, General Arisio, ‘Commander 7 Ital Army, requested
by telephone that the Germans help in throwing the enemy
back into the sea as planned; he was however bluntly told
that such a course of action would be out of step with

German intentions and therefore had to be declined, (G.M.D.S.=

42803/1, 30 Aug, 3 Sep). The Germans knew very well that
the first hours of a landing were the decisive ones, but
at the moment nothing was further from their mind than to
expose thelr troops to devastating fire from naval guns
and to become pinned down in fruitless fighting on beaches
far removed from the probable scene of the main action,

If British artillery preparations for the landing were
carried out on a scale which subséquently turned out to have
been greater than necessary, it must be borne in mind that
at the time of the landing even the Italians were unaware
of the German intention to evacuate Calabria without ma jor
resistance,
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10th Company®* were speeded on their way by 48 Highrs at S. Stefano
on the morning of 4 Sep while the mass of the battalion on the
same day moved to Palmi and during the night 4/5 Sep withdrew
through the lines of 71 Pz Gren Regt. The Bagnara position had
been weakened by the armoured attacks along the road from Scilla
and collapsed with the landings at Bagnara and Palmi. When

"B" Coy 48 Highrs entered Delianuova on the morning of 5 Sep,

15 Pz Gren Regt was well on the way to Cosenza and Castrovillari.
(G.M.D.S. - op cit; Hist Sec Report No 144, para 65).

27. On 5 Sep the Malta Brigade landed at Gioia Tauro.

It encountered the rear parties of Battle Group Krueger, which
at that very moment was in process of formation and of

taking up positions in the Nicotera - Laureana sector. The
main elements of this force were 71 Pz Gren Regt (less 2 Bn,
already at Cosenza) and Recce Bn 129. During the first days of
September Recce Bn 129 had been operating along the main road
No 106 between Melito, Locri and Squillace, but on 5 Sep 1t

had started to move inland over the lateral road No 110 and
had left only observation detachments at Stilo and Badolato.
Battle Group Krueger came officially into being on the evening
of 5 Sep with the occupation of the Nicotera position; 26 Pz
Div had assumed command over all German forces in Southern
Calabrias at 1600 hrs 5 Sep, but it did not exert its authority
over Battle Group Krueger until 0800 hrs 6 Sep when the group
had become ready to operate as an organized force. (G.M.,D.S. -
42803/1, 5 Sep; 43005/1, 6 Sep; 43873/7, item 19, Daily Reports
0.B.S., 6 Sep).

28. During the next few days 5 Brit Div advanced from
Glola Tauro into the Rosarno - Cinquefrondi area and increased
its pressure on the German forces to the point where the
commander of 26 Pz Div felt it necessary to withdraw his main
1}nes into the Vibo Valentia - Soriano sector during the night
7/8 Sep.

Sitrep 26 Py Div, 7 Sep

«+ee In the early hours of the morning the

enemy began his attacks on 9 Coy 71 Pz Gren Regt
on the northern fringes of Giola Tauro. At the
same time the enemy advanced with tanks and
apparently with motorized infantry via Riccione
to the area southwest of Feroleto.

In contrast to the preceding days the
enemy exerted strong pressure with tanks and
infantry upon 9 Coy 71 Pz Gren Regt which was _
withdrawing to Rosarno, and after fighting succeeded
in taking Rosarno at about 1815 hrs.

In view of the numerical weakness of Battle
Croup Krueger and the strong enemy pressure since
this evening, the divisional commander does not
consider it possible to hold the Nicotera -
Laureana position after dusk on 8 Sep.

It is interesting to note that the decision to withdraw was
motivated by the pressure of 5 Brit Div and not by any fore-

® Companies of German regiments were numbered consecutively.
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knowledge of the impending landing at Salerno, (G.M,D.S, =
43005/3, 7 Sep; 43005/1, 7 Sep)®E

29, On 8 Sep the left wing of 13 Brit Corps was fighting
in the Vibo Valentia area,while 1 Cdn Inf Div on the right
wing was traversing the Aspromonte, Extended reconnaissance
by a composite Canadian force had shown that Route 106 was
clear of the enemy at least as far as Squillace, 3 Cdn Inf
Bde was leading the descent towards the town of Locri when all
ranks could hear the noisy jubilations of the population
celebrating the news of the Italian surrender, (The Canadian
Army at War, From Pachino to Ortona, p. 94)

30, The situation as seen by A,0.K. 10 during the days
immediately preceding the landings at Salerno is’ perhaps best
illustrated by direct quotation from War Diary A.,0,K. 10,

6 Sep +ee Since the Straits of Messina are
lost in any event, Commander 10 Army
decides not to further commit any German

" forces south of Catangaro,

7 Sep ... In Southern Calabria strong énemy
pressure against the defence lines,

ess Alr recce in the area north of Palermo
shows enemy convoys on a NE course, The
possibility of further eremy landings in

the immediate future must be reckoned with,
The withdrawal of battle group Krueger to
its division 1s being ordered for the night
8/9 Sep, Recece Bn to remain in contact with
the enemy,

8 Sep +.. The big enemy convoys that have been
observed southwest of Naples have been seen
again, Since the position of the enemy
convoys points to a possible landing in
the Gulf of Salerno or at Naples, 76 Corps
has been ordered to move rapidly amd to
accelerate the movement of 29 Pz Gren Div
to the area Polla - Lagonegro, taking
advantage however of any situations
favouring counter attacks,

From 0830 hrs to 1000 hrs: Conference
at Army Headquarters between the Army
Commander, General Herr (76 Corps) and
Maj-Cen Fries, (29 Pz Gren Div);

1) Withdrawal to the North as fast
as possible without losing the
Flak equipment, Salvage of supplies
to be a secondary consideration,

¥ A new German map code came into force on 7 Sep. A good
deal of the source material cannot be read without the
key to the code ard a workinz knowledge of the German
method of map references by reference points, As the
subject is chiefly of interest to research personnel it
has been dealt with separately in Appendix "B",



- 10 =

2) Cooperation with the Italians:
eee Gereral Gionella,Commander
211th Coastal Division, fairly interested
in cooperation; General Carbone,
Commander of an independent Coastal
Brigade, to be considered as a
del iberate saboteur,

Radio London claims that Italy has capitulated.
Commanding General 7th Italian Army states

that he has no knowledge of such a step and
has this statement formally confirmed by his
Chief of Staff,

(G.M.Dnsa - 42805/1" 6, 7, 8 Sep)

31, The daily reports of 0.B.3S. for the days preceding
the landing at Salerno reveal that a large scale landing was
expected at any moment, but the anxious speculations about
the destination of the convoys as well as the text and tenor
of other pertinent documents indicate clearly that German
Intelligence had falled to obtain the vital information that
Salerno was definitely to be the target of the big Alliled
operation,

32, The situation as seen at Frascati was reflected
in the daily reports of 0,B.S. by the following items:

7 Sep, 2130 hrs

ese Owing to the strong enemy pressure on

the line Rosarno - Cinquefrondi our covering
forces have been withdrawn to the North,

The movement began in the afterncon of 6 Sep,
All bridges between Giola Tauro and Cittanova
have been demolished, :

eee In the afternoon, about 40 nautical miles
north of Palermo, an enemy convoy of about

60 landing craft has been sigzhted. It is not
clear whether 1t is the same convoy that :
Wwas seen in the morning,

eee The intensive convoy activity north of
Sicily, the strong fighter protection along
the eastern coast of this 1sland and the
extraordinary radio activity in the Palermo
sector point towards a new and pincer=like
operation against Cglabria, :

8 Sep, 0350 hrs

ese On 7 Sep, at 2300 hrs, 3 vessels, probably
aircraft carriers, were observed 35 nautical
miles NW Trapani on a N course; a convoy

of 25 merchant vessels was observed NE of

the island of Cani on an E course; near the
anchorage of Bizerta a further formation of

62 freighters of all sizes and of 30 smaller
units, presumably landing craft, has been
observed on an easterly course, Harbour,
canal and lake of Bizerta at the same time
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are only occupied by 30 merchant ships

sc that apparently a large part of the

ships have left and probably are with the
convoy mentioned above, According to the
latest reports the position of the conwoy

is such that it could proceed sastwards

south of Sicily or northwards west of Siecily,

‘ see On B8 Sep, 0525 hrs, alr recce ’
observed a large convoy 80 km SE Salerno,
This is most likely one of the groups of
landing ships which were observed north of
Palermo on 7 Sep, '

33, The morning report of 9 Sep, describing the situation
on 8 Sep, was dispatched at 0910 hrs, 9 Sep, some five hours
after the first landings at Salerno, Touched up perhaps by a
bit of hindsight it contained the followlng statement :

During 8 Sep the picture of an operation in

the Gulf Salerno - Naples, or possibly further
north, solidified itself in ever increasing
measure, From 0800 hrs large convoy groups

and naval formations were observed as far as

80 miles SW of the Gulf of Salerno with N or NE
courses and obviously tarrying in the area,

SALERNO (9 - 16 SEP)

34, Between sundown of 8 Sep and sunrise of 9 Sep the
storm that had been gathering broke and jarred the Germans
with two mighty blows, The surrender of:- Italy became a fact
that none could doubt, and speculation abcut the destination
of the convoys was dispelled by the landings at Salerno, In
the early hours of the evening of 8 Sep, 0.B.S. received the
following message:

Ad jutant of the Chief General Headguarters

of the General Staff, Army 8 Sep 43
No 382/43

The accuracy of the Anglo-Saxon radio reports
regarding the Italian capitulation has been
confirmed by Marshal Badoglio, Code word
"Achse" becomes effective immediately.

Jodl,
OKW/WFST No 662236/43, Top Secret
(¢.M.D.S, - H22/147, 8 Sep)

35, Code word "Achse" was the prearranged signal to
announce the surrender of the Italians and the immediate
beginning of a series of measures that had been laid down by
General Field Marshal Keitel in a highly secret order entitled:
"Document Achse", This document had been amended from time
to time in accordance with developments and was binding for all
concerned in the terms of its latest consolidation of 30 Aug,

"' A translation of this version of the document appears as
Appendix "C", A few hours after the landings at Salerno,
Corps Order No 5 of 76 Corps was issued, It contained the
orders for the movements of the various units in the direction
of Polla, A translation of this document appears as Appendix

- "b". (G.M.D.S. - OKH/OKW, W 4/4; 43005/3, 9 Sep)
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56, According to the. reports of 0.B.S. the code word
"AGhee" was sent out to the troops between 2030 hrs and 2100 hrs
8 Sep., Six hours later the beaches of Salerno becam: the scene
of the historic landing of Fifth Army under the command of
Lt-Gen Mark W, Clark, U.S. Army, From the extensive and
interesting German documentation in the¢ hands of G.,M.D.S. it
appears that the Germans had high hopes of throwing the Allled
’ forces back into the sea, But one week later General v,
Vietinghoff realized that he had falled, and the battle was
broken off, The lessons of Dieppe had been well learnt; an’
anxious world saw with relief that a major assault on the
mainland of Europe had been a success; the German soldlers
knew that those who had belittled the American soldier had
indeed been the perpetrators of a cruel piece of propaganda,

37, By 15 Sep the enemy had spent his strength in furious
onslaughts on the beachhead, There were no fresh reserves

that could be thrown into the battle and the Allied beachhead
was strengthéned steadily while Eighth Army was approaching
from the South, An entry in the War Diary of A.0.K, 10 shows
the situation as seen by the Army Commander in the late hours
of the afternoon of 16 Sep,

The faét that the attacks (which especlally

by 14 Corps had been prepared fully aml carried
out with spirit) were unable to reach their
objective owing to the rire from naval guns and
low-flying aircraft, as well as the slow but
steady approach of the Eighth Army, caused the
Army Commarnder to withdraw from the battle in
order to occupy good defence positions before

the intervention of Eighth Army with fresh troops,

(G,M.D.S., - 42803/1, 16 Sep)

38, The primary objective of A,C.K. 10 had been to
throw the Fifth Army into the sea., When this event falled

* to materialize the Germans found comfort in the fact that
Fifth Army had been contained on the beaches and had been
unable to cut off 76 Corps, On 17 Sep v, Vietinghoff was
promot?d to the rank of Colonel =General, (G.M.,D.S. - 42803/1,
17 Sep .

39, While the mass of 76 Corps, 4 Para Regt and elements
of 3 Para Regt, were a part of the German forces fighting at
Salerno, and the rear elements of the Corps were harassing the
advance of Eighth Army, 1 Para Div continued in its role of
protecting the deep eastern flank of 10 Army, On 8 Sep the
mass cf 1 Para Div was deployed in the area Altamura - Matera =-
Montecaglioso - Castellaneta - Locorotondo, On 9 Sep it was

to have carried out the instructions of "Document Achse" .with
regard to the ports of Bari and Brindisi, But in the morning
of 9 Sep, A.0.K. 10 ordered the division to proceed north and
to concentrate its forces in the Foggla sector without wasting
too much time over the ports of Bari and Brindisi,® (G.M.D.S. -
42803 /4, Appx 127b, sit map 1 Para Div,8 Sep; 42803/2, Appx 144,
9 Sep; 42803/1, 9 Sep)

' # When Heidrich was informed of the Italian surrender on the
night of 8/9 Sep, he was ordered to seize the Italian merchant
fleet at Bari, He did succeed in sinking some 20,000 tons
of shipping in Bari with the help of his engineer battalion,
There then seems to have followé¢d a perilod of confusion and
bewilderment in which neither the Italian nor the German
forces knew exactly what to do ,.. (Special Interrogation
Report, General Heidrich, Hist Sec C.M.H.Q., 13 Nov 46)
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40, With the landing of the Malta Brigade in the Gulf
of S, Eufemia and the landing of elements of 1 Airborne
Division at Taranto the British forces in the toe sector
had become substantial but it was necessary to allow a few
days for the preparation of the many-prcnged advance to

the North,

POTENZA (19 SEP)

41, Between 8 Sep and 16 Sep the 18t . Canadian Infantry
Division had not been'in touch with the enemy. Hist Sec
Report No 144 relates the story of these days of preparation
and of the resumption of the trek towards the. scenes of the
hard fighting ahead, In the afternoon of 17 Sep a highly
mobile composite force of Canadians set out for Potenza from
the coastal road junction at Nova Siri station, This group,
called "Boforce", consisted of West N.S.R., tanks, artillery
and other elements, Potenza was gn important road and
communications centre and up to the time of the Italianm surrender
had been the headquarters of 7 Ital Army, Advancing along
Highways Nos 104 and 92, "Boforce" had passed Rotondella,

S, Arcangelo and Corleto, and was approaching Laurenzana when
the presence of enemy forces not far ahead was demonstrated
by the demolition of the bridge at Laurenzana, (Hist Sec
Report No 144, paras 98-100)

42, On 12 Sep, 1 Para Div had received orders to with-
draw one group of its right winzg through Potenza, On &he
day in question 1 Coy 2 Bn 1 Regt was quartered in Potenza
and had dispatched the demolition party to Laurenzana,
(G.M,D.S, - 43005/2, 12 Sep; 42803/5, Apmx 369, 17 Sep)

43, The enemy was sensitive to the advance on Potenza
and would most likely have put up a more determined resistance
had not orders been received at the same time to take the
whole front back, Sitreps A.0.K. 10 recad as follows:

17 Sep ... intention to send 3 Para Regt
to Potenza,

18 Sep ... 1 Coy 2 Bn 1 Regt at Potenza,
* 3 Regt on move to Potenza,

19 Sep <. O Regt in Potenza area,
(G ,M.D.S, - 42803/3, sitreps 17, 18, 19 Sep)

44, A,0.,K, 10 was of course fully aware of the significance
of the loss of Potenza, War Diary A,0.K., 10 for 21 Sep states:

Potenza has been the focal point of interest
today, With its fall the adversary has reached
the direct road to Foggia and therewith the
corner=-post of the V position,™... Immediately
following the confirmation of the occupation of
Potenza 76 Corps has been instructed to report
fully and to prevent a breakthrough at all costs,

{G,M.D.S, - 42803/7, 21 Sep)

%® One of many intermediate positions,
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. 45, The message dispatched by the temporary Army
Commander read as follows:®

A.0.K. 10 to 76 Corps; 1 Para Div (21 Sep 1016 hrs)

Enemy breakthrough at Potenza in direction Foggia
or northwest to be prevented =at all costs

even if this entails a weakening of the left wing
'. of 1 Para Div,

Sigred: Hube

Since A,0,K, 10 was not sure whether 76 Corps was in contact
with 1 Para Div at the time, the message was sent to 1 Para
Div directly and reached 76 Corps somewhat later, General
Herr (76 Corps) wasquick in sending a liaison officer to
A.0.K, 10 with a message pcintinz out that 1 Para Div was

now under the command of 76 Corps, that he did not propose

to have orders to his divisions sent over his head, that
there were no signs of an enemy breakthrough and that, should
such be the case, his troops would know how to deal with the
situation, (G.M.D.S, - 43005/3, 21 3ep)

46, In view of the fact that the eastern flank of 76
Corps at the time was so weak that it would have collapsed
under the slightest pressure from the South or from the
Adriatic coast, the heady words of the Corps Commander are
probably best explained by the state of his feelingswhich

had been badly ruffled by the temporary preferment of the
neighbouring Corps Commander, The requested report with a
detailed analysis of the situation of 76 Corps was submitted

to A,0.K, 10 on the following day in the form of a letter

from the Chief of Staff 76 Corps, This letter gives a clear
picture of the precarious situation of the Corps and sets forth
in detail the extent to which the effectives, vehicles and

fuel supplies of the Corps hdd been depleted at Salerno, A
translation of this letter appears as Appendix "E", (G.M,D.S. =
43005/3, 22 Sep)** i ‘

47, The fall of Potenza is described in the above letter
in the following words:

Day before yesterday a battalion of 3 Para

Regt in the strength of about 100 men was

committed at Potenza, This force was attacked

by a numerically superior enemy force, Considering
the broader aspects of the picture this does mot
necessarily mean that the enemy is stronger here
than elsewhere,

With reference to the situation in general and to 1 Para Div

¥ General v.'vietinghoff was absent from his coﬁmand from
20 Sep to 28 Sep, and CGeneral Hube (14 Corps) was
temporarily in charge, (G.M.D.S. - 42803/1, 20 Sep; 42803/7,

28 Sep)
'-w #% Commitment of 76 Corps on 21 Sep

26 Pz Div fighting power 75% of normal, width of front
3 30 kms
29 Pz Gren Div " " 508 " " "  of front
50 kms
1 Para Div " 0ok n "  of front
70 kms

(G.M.D.S. - 43005/3, 21 Sep)
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in particular the following statements are of interest:

vee During the next few days the division

will -arrive in the area of Foggla, That :
area 1s particularly ill-suited for campaigning
with the weak forces of this division. An
attempt will be made to delay the advance on
Foggia as long as possible ...

eee The difficulties in the conduct of the
campaign are a result of the vastness of the
area, the insufficient number of troops and
the lack of explosives,

eee In view of the low fighting strength of
the divisions the danger exists that with the
increasing enmemy pressure the withdrawals will
have to be carried out at greater speed,

esee The fiphting strength of the whole 1 Para
Div is only 1300 men,

(G.M.D.S, - op cit)

48, Resistance at Potenza had been light as a consequence
of "Armeebefehl No 3" (Army Order No 3, A,0.K, 10), dated

18 Sep, This order contained directives for the next phase

of the campaign, It 1s belng permanently retained and appears
in translated form as Appendix "F"., (G.M.D.S, - 42803/3,

Appx 386, 18 Sep)

49, The second paragraph of the order dealt with
operations:

10 Army commences a new operation,

eee The left wing of the Army wheels back in
a delaying action from the line Salerno - Potenza =
Altamura to the line Salerno - Bovino - Manfredonia,

eee 1 Para Div to be under command of 76 Corps
as of 1200 hrs 19 Sep,

ese The elements of 1 Para Div that have been
with 76 Corps will return to their division,®

Paragraph 7 dealt with demolitlions:

ese During the course of the withdrawal all
roads and traffic arteries wlll be destroyed,
most thoroughly and will be mined,

ess All industrial installations capable of
producing war materials and all supplies and
equipment that cannot be taken along must be
destroyed,

eee The destruction of the agqueduct of Apulia
must be carried out without fail,

¥ The various battle groups had come to expect inclusion of
some elements of 1 Para Div in their make-up, but Lt-Gen
Heldrich was increasingly concerned over the effects on
morale of such a scattering of his troops, The order to
reunite the division was the result of a handwritten plea of
. Heldrich to the Army Commander, (G.M,D,S, - 42803/3,
Appx 345, 16 Sep; Minute by Army Commander on same document)
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eee COrps commanders are responsible for the
carrying out of the demolitions,

ees All engineer personnel will be employed
exclusively on tasks of demolition and will
not be used in ordinary infantry fighting.

GENERAL SITUATION AT END OF SEPTEMBER

50, At the end of September the opposing armies were
getting ready for further tests of strength, German records

for the period contain several items of general interest.

A,0.K. 10 asked for 6000 reinforcements to bring the Army

back to its authorized strength. A.0.K. 10 had been moved to
Caiazzo on 19 Sep. .(Caiazzo is a locality about 25 miles

NNE of Naples; headquarters were e¢stablished at a road junctlon
a few miles north of the village.,) (G.M.D.S. - 42803/2, 17 Sep;
42803/1, 19 Sep)

2y An order entitled: "Exploitation of Italy for the
further Conduct of the War", appeared on 22 Sep over the
sIgnature of C, of S., 10 Army, The document was a sequel

to "Document Achse" and the execution of the orders it contained
could not fail to add greatly to the miseries of the Italian
population, Readers of its economic clauses will not only be
reminded of the plague of locusts that befell Egypt in an
earlier age but may well wonder whether Teuton thoroughness

had not improved the pattern by forcing the victims to lend

a hand in their own despoliation., . The document is being
permanently retained and appears in translation as Appendix hai £ 3028
(G.M.D.S. - 42803/8, 22 Sep)® (R 21)

52, In October the pace of the Cerman retreat was to

slow down and assume the form of a gradual withdrawal from

one defended line to another, The importance of the Army
troops increased with the measure of the specialized tasks they
would be required to perform, An appendix to the War Diary

of 10 Army shows the Army troops in the area, and the formations
to which the various units were attached:

A,0,K. 10 Construction Battalion 432

76 Corps Construction Battalion 430
Rock~Drilliing Company 77
Engineer Headquarters 16

Fifth Company Local '
Construction Battalion 9
Army Flak Battalion 302

1 Para Div Anti-Tank Company Sardinia
29 Pz Gren Div Nil A
26 Pz Div Nil

¥ A typical order was dispatched to the divisions by
QeM.G. 76 Corps on 27 Sep

The transportation of cattle to the North

will be carried out with energy, Where it is

not possible to do so, owing to evacuations

the remaining cattle will be destroyed ruthlessly,

(G.M.D.S, - War Diary 76 Corps, Q. Branch,
27 Sep, 1500 hrs)



14 Corps Engineer Battalion 60

15 Pz Gren Div Projector Regiment 71
Panzer Grenadier Regiment 382

H.G. Div Panzer Grenadier Regiment 115
Panzer Grenadier Battalion Reggio

16 Pz Div Anti-Aircraft Battalion 501
(G.,M.D.S. - 42803/8, Appx 118, 24 Sep)

53, In connection with the approach to stronger lines

of defence, 0.,B.S. now ordered the timely destruction of the
ports of Barletta, Manfredonia, Ortona and Pescara before

they could possibly fall into the hands of the British troops,
A11 anchorages along the coast were to be rendered unserviceable
and all approaches to landing places to be mined, (G.M.D.S. -
42803/7, 25 Sep; 42803/8, Appx 141, 25 Sep)

54, During the last week of September, German plans for
a gradual withdrawal to a definite winter line were taking
shape, They appeared first in Army Order No 4, dated 26 Sep.
A translation of this order appears as Appendix "H".

Para 2 During the course of the coming weeks,
10 Army withdraws in a delaying action
to the "Bernhard" line of resistance,®

For military, political and economic
reasons it 1s important to gain as much
time as possible without substantially
lessening the fighting power of the Army.

Para 4 76 Corps withdraws to the "Bernhard" line
' through a series of interim positions,
It is important that on the left wing a
flanking advance by the Eighth Army be
prevented by the early blocking of the
mountain passes and by the most thorough
destruction of the coastal roads, ;

Para 8 The exact location of the "Bernhard" line
will be determined by O0.B.S. "Bernhard"
will be built up and developed as a line
of resistance,

Para 14 Tac H.Q. A.0,K. 10 will be at Pozzilli,
NNE Venafro,

(¢.,M,D.S, - 42803/8, Appx 166a, 26 Sep)

55, A detailled breakdown of the actual strength of
10 Army at the end of September yields the following information:

A,0.K, 10 76 Corps 14 Corps TOTAL

Officers 57 672 "917 1,646
N.C.Os, 256 4,342 6,220 10,818
0.Rs, 1,580 19,763 26,636 47,979
TOTAL 1,893 24,9777 33,775 60,443

(G.M.,D.S, - 42803/8, 1 Oct)

® The eastern sector of the Bernhard line (cracked later by
the Eighth Army) ran roughlg speaking parallel to the
a
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56. The 15th Allied Army Group had now consolidated

its positions from coast to coast, and was ready to advance
and to launch a coordinated attack upon the enemy wherever

he made a stand. The mass of 1 Cdn Inf Div had moved from
Potenza to the plain of Foggia and H.,Q. Cdn Army Tank Bde with
12 Cdn Anti-Tank Regiment %Three Rivers Regiment) had arrived
from the South.

S57. In the meantime Field Marshal Kesselring had been

at General Headguarters to Report to the Fuehrer and to receilve
orders for the further conduct of the campaign. Apart from
demanding a decisive defence of the Bernhard line, once it had
been reached, the Fuehrer demanded that an attack upon Foggia
be made "to destroy the enemy there and to advance as far as
Brindisi in case of success"., The orders given by the Fuehrer
on this occasion were reflected in many entries and notations
in German documents, A.,0,K, 10 summarized the directives in
convenient form in a signal tn 14 and 76 Corps on 1 Oct,

The Fuehrer considers it as most important

to cede as little ground as possible, This
applies especially to the left wing of the

Army. A forceful conduct of the defensive

operations will be attempted.®

(G.M,D,S. - 42803/9, Appx 293, 3 Oct
for 30 Sep; 42803/8, Appx 255, 1 Oct)

58. Not mentioned in the orders to the fizhting troops

was an attack on Foggia, Hitler had of course prcmlsed fresh
troops and increased air support, but the field commanders knew
that heavy fighting would result and that the promised reinforce-
ments were mythical or would have to be taken from other sectors
of an already over-extended front, No action was taken regarding
this bit of wishful thinking. (G.M,D,S. - 42803/8, Appx 255,

1 Oct; 42803/7, 1 Oct)

¥ 1 Para Div had withdrawn from Foggia on 27 Sep after carrying
out the destruction of all important installations. (G.M.D.S. =
42803/8, 27 Sep). In spite of demands from higher sources that
a breakthrough to Foggia shculd be prevented (see para 45).
1 Para Div felt that it could not cope with the situation,
and withdrew in the face of pressure from armoured vehicles,
The reasons for this course of action have been briefly
referred to in para 47.

a) Vastness of the area,

b) Unsuitability of the area for the paratroop
type of fighting, espsclally against enemy
armour,

¢) Insufficient numer of troops (the actual
number of fighting troops in the Division at
the moment was only 1300);

d) Lack of explosives,

A few days before the evacuation of Foggla the plans for

the German Winter Line had become known to the Commanders,
. It may be safely assumed that the Divisional Commander

wanted to save his troops for a stand in more favourable

positions,



T

59, Indicative of the true situation on the left wing,
was the message from 76 Corps to 10 Army at 2200 hrs, 1 Oct,.

Situation Heldrich further aggravated,
Help required, including help from higher up.

The Army Commander was aware of the increasing pressure on

his left wing and shortly after the arrival of the above

message decided to rush 16 Pz Div tc the east coast., This
division had been withdrawn a few days earlier into Army

reserve to recover from the effects of the battle of Salerno,

but on 3 Oct 1t was speeding eastward, It arrived on the coast
too late to prevent the initial landing, but in time to fight

the British and Canadian forces at Termoli, (G.,M.,D.S. - 42803/8,
Appx 256, 1 Oct; Appx 257, 2 Oct)

TERMOLI (2 - 6 OCT)

60, In a world that had become accustomed to witness
undertakings of vast magnitude and importance, the capture of
the minor port of Termoli was gratefully acknowledged but soon
forgotten., In the treasure house of valiant deeds however =

in the historical files - one finds the true measure of this
victorious British end Canadian acticn against a crack division
of German armoured troops. There is ample evidence in German
documents that Termoli was watched in high places with unusual
interest and that Marshal Kesselring wes most anxious that
Termoli should not be lost,

61, Termoll was on the extreme left wing of 1 Para Div,
On 30 Sep General Heldrich had beccme ccncerned over the threat
of a landing at Termocli, He sent one platoon to the town but
was not in a position to intervene with substantial forces
without prior changes in his orders frocm CorBs H,Q., All
depended on the timely arrival of 16 Pz Div,* ®*%¥

® On 1 Oct the garrison of Termcli consisted of cne raillway
company, one cocmpany of medical troops and a covering party
of one platoon from 1 Para Div, In the vicinity there was
also the N,C,0, reserve of 1 Para Div, cn a platoon leaders'
course, German records indicate that the rallway troops,
including the commander, wsars complstely intoxicated and .
of no help; that the covering party was toc weak to put up
an effective resistance; and that the "platoon leadera' course"
fought desperately, was held at the front against the
wishes of Heidrich, and was wiped out. (G.M,D.S, - 42803/9%"
Appx 381, 8 Oct)

%% General Heidrich later claimed that 1 Para Div could have
been moved to the coast, and would have arrived there

early enought to obtain better results than 16 Pz Div,
which had arrived too late to cope with the initial
landings. (Special Interrogation Report, General Richard
Heidrich, Hist Sec C.M.H.Q., 13 Nov 46). This claim may be
well founded, but at the same time 1t can be appreciated
that the Army Commender did not wish to create a gaping
hole in the front of 76 Corps while he still had a good
division 1n Reserve,
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62. At 1100 hrs, 2 Oct, Col v, Bonin, C, of S.
14 Corps, telephonsd 16 Pz Div as followst

Enemy south of Termoli and at Termoll has
broken through with strong armoured forces,
Get everything ready; division to reach
Campobasso today,.

634 While the German division was on its way to the
coast, the seaborne elements of 78 Brit Div landed at Termoll
on the morning of 3 Oct between 0400 hrs and 1000 hrs, 78
Brit Div assumed command over 12 Cdn Army Tk Regt at 1000 hrs
of the same day, At 1150 hrs German 16 Pz Div received the

order:

to destroy the enemy at Termoli, also enemy
possibly advancing from Termoli to the West,
and to concentrate the division in the area
of Palata after completion of the task,

(WeDe, 12 Cdn Army Tk Regt, 3 Oct; G,M.,D.S, =
42243/7, 3 Oct)

64, 16 Pz Div was commanded by Maj-Gen Rudolph Si%kenius.
Its main components were:

Recce Bn 16

Panzer Regiment 2

Pz Gren Regt 64 (battle group Stempel)
Pz Gren Regt 79 (battle group Doering)

The division was 100% mobile but suffered delays on the trip
to Termoli because the quartermaster had made arrangements
for only half of the available petrol supply to be taken along
in the hope of getting more from 76 Corps, This piece of
hoarding, as well as the not too brilliant employment of the
artillery by Sickenius and the absence of the usual verve
of the troops, figured largely in the after-battle comments,
But all these and other more or less valid explanations did
not blind the German commanders to the fact that a British
force of not necessarily overwhelming strength had prevailed
against 16 Pz Div in the face of the plainly expressed desire
to have the enemy thrown gnto the sea, (G.M,D.S. - H 16/24,
9 Oct; 42803/9, 7 Oct; %fgos/g, Appx 381, 8 Oct)

65, British command at Termoll was elastic and resource-
ful; the troops fought well and supplied the extra bit of
stamina and obstinacy that was required to withstand and
overcome the attacks of 16 Pz Div, For three consecutive

days the enemy tried to dislodge the British and Canadian
forces but by the afternoon of 6 Oct the Germans were hard-
pressed themselves amd gave up 2ll hope of taking Termolil,

At 1635 hrs the Division reported to Corps:

Enemy attack in brigade strength has crushed
exhausted left wing of battle group Doering
and has reached the area west of 3, Giacomo,
Numerically superior forces are attacking on
the eastern flank, Orders have been given to
withdraw to the area north of Guglionese,

(G.M.D.S. - 42243/11, 6 Oct)
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66. That Termoll was regarded as more than a mere delaying
action can be gathered from the tslephone conversations of the
German commanders in the area:

4 Oct, 2055 hrs, Ops Offr A.0.K. 10 to Ops Offr
76 Corps:

«ss The cyes of the whole Armed Forces High Command
are on Termoli.

«ss The Fuehrer wishes to be iInformcd about the
situation at Termolil between 2200 and 2300 hrs.

5 Oct, v. Vietinghoff to Herr:

... The attack 1s of considerable importancc and
must succecd.

The acute Interest of Hitler in the Italian front was even
reflected in the language used in the War Diary of A.0.K. 10,
In place of the usual bland comments one finds the statement:

The developments of the battle of Termoll are
being watched at A.0.K. 10 in extreme suspense,.

(G.M.D.S. - 42243/7, 4 Oct; 42803/9,
5 Oct; 42805/7, 6 Oct) :

67. In the evening of 7 Oct, Marshal Kesselring appeared

in person at the headquarters of 16 Pz Div, and 2 full discussion
of the defeat at Termoli took place. One month later, on

7 Nov, Maj-Gen Sickenius left the Division to enter the

"Reserve of Higher Commandsrs" of th: Armed Forces High Command,
and Colonel Back assumed command of the Division. (G.M.D.S. =
42243 /7, 7 Oct; 42243, 7 Nov)

CAMPOBASSO AND VINCEIATURO

68, While the action at Termoli was being fought, 1 Cdn
Div moved inland from the concentration area on the south-
eastern rim of the Foggia plain towards the important road

centre of Campobasso and the cluster of German headquarters in
the nearby villages. (76 Corps at Baranello, 16 Pz Div at

Busso, 29 Pz Gren Div first at Jelsi and then on the eastern
outskirts of Campobasso.)® The Germans were withdrawing slowly
now and offered spirited resistence from sclected positions while
increasing the number end ingenuity of their countlsss traps and
demolitions. A photostatic copy of the Order of Battle of 10 Army
on 9 Oct 1is being permanently retained (R.14). A translation

of this document appears as Appendix "I". (G.M.D.S. - 42803/12,
sit maps; 42803/9, Appx 410, 9 Oct) ~

69. 1 Cdn Inf Bde advanced from Foggia and Lucera along

Route 17 and on entering the hilly country around Motta was

resisted by elements of 3 Regt 1 Para Div, 4 Regt at that

time was still on the left flank of 3 Regt, and 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren

Regt on 1its right, withdrawing 2long the boundary line with 29 Pz
Gren Div, 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt wes on loan from 26 Pz Div in
consideration of the width of the front on which 1 Para Div was with-

L

¥ On 3 Oct 2 new German map code came into force. (See Appx
"B", para 8)
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drawing towards the Bernhard line and of the losses that

3 and 4 Regt had suffered at Salerno, The battallon operated
in the area Motta-Volturara - north of Gambatesa - Celenza =
Pietracatella, The village of Gambatesa was in the area of
29 Pz Gren Div and was last held by 3 Bn 15 Pg Gren Regt . -

(6.,M.D.S. - 42803/12, sit maps)

70, Limitations of time and space preclude the detalled
description of 211 individual actions, but quotations from a
number of Germaen reports and notations will show how much the
subsequent bloodless capture of Campobasso was indeed the frult
of the many engazements fought by the units of 1 amd 3 Cdn Inf
Bdes,

71, The reappearance of Canadlan troops was immediately
reported by 0,B,S, In the report of 2 Oct (for 1 Oct), 0,.B.S,
was not yet certain whether it was the First, or the "Eleventh
Canadian Division, as has been gathered from prisoners taken
at Motta," Volturara and Motta were occupied by 1 Cdn Inf Bde;
during the next phase of the approach to Campobasso 3 Cdn Inf
Bde was in the van of the action, On 11 Oct, West N.S.R. was
charged with the capture of Jelsl and was temporarily delayed
by "the first artillery concentration the unit had experienced
in Italy.," The report of 0.,B.S. for 11 Oct mentioned the
fighting at Jelsi:

Two attacks of 1 Cdn Inf Div in battalion
strength near Jelsi were repulsed after hard
fighting in which the enemy suffered heavy
casualties., A third attack in the afternoon
collapsed in the concentrated fire of all arms,

Later portions of the same report read:

ese In the area of Jelsi the eremy is bringing
up reinforcements,

«ee enemy concentrations in the- Jelsil area
are being fought with artillery,

These were the standard phrases which would make it umecessary
to mention later that Jelsi had been lost, The next report
barely mentioned Canadian activities but dwelled with relish
on a morsel of possible propaganda value:

eese The Bishop of Campobasso was killed by a
British shell on 11 Oct in his church while
conducting a service of intercession for the
victims of a.British bombing attack,

(W.D., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 Oct; 0.B.S.
2, 11, 12 Oct) -

2. 0.B.S. on 14 Oct (for 13 Oct) reported:

1 Cdn Inf Div is bringing up further troops
in the Campobasso area,

And on 15 Oct (for 14 Oct):

1l Cdn Inf Div, after intense artillery preparation
has attacked Campobasso in an enveloping movement,

-t
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Hard fighting is still in progress.*

73. 2 Cdn Inf Bde had orders to drive the enemy from

the area south of Campobasso, to reach the important junction

of routes 87 and 17 at Vinchiaturo and, if necessary, to

assist in the capture of Campobasso on the left wing of the
Canadian forces, To reach Vinchiaturo the brigade had to

move westwards across the axis of ths German withdrawal., The
task was rendered arduous by the fact that the Canadlian troops
had to dislodge in succession the fresh rear elements of the
battalions of 15 and 71 Pz Gren Regts, and then, after passing
the German divisional boundary line S. Croce - Baranello, found
themselves in the area of 26 Pz Div and opposed by 1 Bn 67 Pz
Gren Regt. This battalion operated along the boundary line with
29 Pz Gren Div. Between S, Croce and Baranello this boundary line
ran exactly in the general direction of the withdrawzl of all
German formations towards the Bernhard line. (G.MeD.S. =
42803/13, sit maps)

74. At the beginning of the westward movement, 2 Bn 15 Pz
Gren Regt was in the area between S. Bartolomeo and Rieccla, 71

Pz Gren Regt. in the area Baselice - S. Marco - Castelpagano. By
11 Oct, 1 and 2 Bns 71 Pz Gren Regt were concentrated around
Gildone and moved northwards from there while 3 Bn followed from
Cercemaggiore. Several reports of 0.B.S. referred to the
operations of the Canadians over this wide areag

0.B.S. 5 Oct The enemy occupled Foiano, S. Bartolomso
(for 4 Oct) and Volturara without disturbing our
withdrawal. An enemy attack in at
least battslion strength with tanks
along both sides of the road leading
to the West from Motta was repulsed.

7 Oct
(for 6 Oct) 1 Cdn Inf VLiv succeeded in taking the
heights 2 km WSW Foiano, N of Baselice
and W of Volturara, In the area of
Volturara 20 enemy tanks, & light
artillery units and one heavy battery
were. ocbserved.

8 Oct . .
(for 7 Oct) Enemy movements on road Baselice -
Foiano were harassed effectively by
our artillery. An enemy attack

x The sxpression "hard fighting" referred:apparently to the
German counter attacks on 48 Highrs and Hast & P.E.R. Accord-
ing to the German sit maps 2 Bn 71 Pz Cren Regt was in this
area on 14 Oct, The occupation of the town proper by R.C.R.
was uneventful. Campobasso was not further mentioned by
0.B.S. except in one reference on 18 Oct (for 17 Oct) "In
Campobasso area great reconnaissance activity on both sides
and considerable enemy shelling and martar fire". - Interest
was now centred on the advance of 2 Cdn Inf Bde which culminated
in the capture of Vinchiasturo and Baranello., (G.M«D.S. -
42803 /13, Appx 530, sit map, 14 Oct).



NW Baselice was repulsed in the

early hours of the morning. A

further attack by 1 Cdn Inf Div,

after heavy artillery and mortar fire
lasting three quarters of an hour,

led to the temporary occupation by

the enemy of some commanding heights

3 km S and SE Gambatesa., Our counter-
attacks forced the enemy tc withdraw
with heavy casualties.

«+« Captured documents conflrm the
presence of the Seaforth Highlanders
of ?anuda (of 2 Inf Bde, 1 Cdn Inf
Div).

(G.M.D.S., - 42803/13, sit maps; 0,B.S.
5, 7, 8 Oct)

75. The German version of the events which led to the
loss of Vinchiaturo is found in the War Diary of 26 Pz Div:

13 Oct 1000 hrs

1400 hrs

1600 hrs

1730 hrs
1830 hrs

‘Enemy:

14 Oct 070C hrs

Enemy in strength of one company
advances from Gildone towards
Vinchiaturo,

Enemy transport column observed
near Mirabella,

Enemy in strength of cne company
attacks Point 1000 (La Rocca) and
takes the hill, thereby gaining
possession of the height commanding
the sector.® The number of our
available troops was tcoo small to
occupy the feature and 1n the 2bsence
of flanking protection the enemy would
have circumvented the height and the
final result wculd have been the same,

2 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt returns to its
division and has arrived at Cantalupo.

Incréasing enemy air recce of the
area Vinchiaturo - Isernia.

No pressure on our centre or right
wing, but enemy rapidly advancing on
Vinchiaturo from the East and South-
east, Strong artillery positions of
the enemy in the Mirabella - Cercepic-
cola sector point clearly towards an
attack cn Vinchiaturo for tomorrow.

29 Pz Gren Div advises that its
combat outposts are at the north=-
eastern, eastern and southeastern
exits of Campobasso, but that the
division will most likely be forced
to vacate Campobasso today. Opposite
29 Pz Gren Div the First Canadian
Infantry Division had appeared again,

® This action was carried out by PL.P.C.L.I. (W.D,, 2 Cdn Iaf

Bde, 14 Oct)
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which explains the rapild advance

of the enemy and confirms the bellef
that the 45th American Division is
opposite our right wing and the

left wing of our adjoining 3 Pz Gren
Div,

ses The appearance of 1 Cdn Inf Div
on the léft wing of 26 Pz Div is
expected . ®

1630 hrs Recce advance of 8 enemy tanks is
halted by our artillery south of the
road Cercemaggiore - Vinchiaturo,

In the late hours of the afternoon
considerable increase in the artillery
activity of the enemy. Five enemy
batteries have been located but cannot
be fired upon owing to the insufficient
maximum range of ow howitzers and the
lack of 10 cm ammunition,

1730 hrs The attack which was expected for today
has not materialized, The enemy
apparently has not completed his
artillery preparations, "The attack
is expected for tomorrow,

2045 hrs The Divisional Commander orders the
withdrawal of the rear elements to the
line: 4 km NE Campochiaro - Baranello =
Busso,

Reasons:

1) 8 enemy tanks on rd Cercemaggiore =
Vinchiaturo, and 15 enemy tanks
at S5, Guiliano create danger of
rearguards being pinched off,

2) Enemy has completed his artillery
preparations and has finished

ranging,

3) Rearguards that have been surrounded
cannot withdraw in daylight, With=-
drawal now will prevent heavy
losses tomorrow from superior
enemy forces and artillery fire.

15 Oct 0615 hrs Enemy has occupied Vinchiaturo,
entering from the East,

At 0930 hrs and 1130 hrs, P2 Arty
Regt 93 directed concentrated fire

The rear elements of the two German divisions had operated
mainly by means of demolitions and harassing fire and
evidently had failed to discover the identity of the
pursuing forces,
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on the locality., According to later
statements of a4 line-crosser it was
very effective.®

1830 hrs Enemy: Apart from recce and light
arty activity the enemy has remained
quiet during the day, The heavy
artillery fire of yesterday (1600

. rounds) has apparently induced the
enemy to regroup before undertaking -
a2 further advance,

(G.M.D.S. - 43873/2)

764 Army Order No 6 of German Tenth Army had been
published on 4 Cct and contained the directives for the

gradual withdrawal to the Bernhard line, The document appears

in translated form as Appendix "J". The well known wish of
Hitler to cede as 1little ground as possible, and the instructions
of Army Order No 6 had made the German commanders reluctant to
withdraw unless unavoidable, But the long retreat had affected
the fighting spirit of the troops, The problem was dealt with

in para 3 of the Army Order:

ees From now on all ranks must devote thelr
full energies to counteracting: the inroads

on morale which have been the inevitable result
of the long delaying action,

(G.M.D.S, - 42803/9, Appx 31la, b, 4 Oct)

A i In view of the desire to slow down the retreat, the
raplid advance of 1 Cdn Inf Div was embarrassing to the German
commanders, It was discussed in many of the countless telephone
conversations, which were all recorded with great care, The
quotations appearing below are fragments of characterlstic
conversations between the Chief of Staff of 10 Army (Wentzell)
and Chief of Staff 76 Corps (Runkel): :

11 Oct 1315 hrs Casualties are considerable. I
Ru: believe that at Jelsi we will again
be in difficulties,

We: 0.B.S. has said that you could with-
v draw there for that reason,
Rus That 1s again only for one day,

When he then breaks through at
Campobasso a great mess will result,

We: Local withdrawals are only natural
but they affect the whole,

Ru: I will give orders to withdraw to
= the line Sepino - Cercepiccola =

® The Italian line-crosser had of course to earn his keep,
but Lt-Col Hoffmeister was much too wary and experienced
. a commander to mass his troops in Vinchiaturo; they were
either posted on the heights commanding the area or "busy
patrolling in the direction of Boiano and Baranello,
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Campodipictra - Monacilioni, DREADFUL,
I am worried stiff (in Not und Sorgen)
that 29 Pz Gren Div will suffer heavy
casuaeltlies,

Wes Well, then withdraw to that line,
1410 hrs

Ru: The road via Campobasso is the only
road back for 29 Pz Gren Div, Today
the enemy has already shelled Campobasso,
tomorrow he will intensify this fire,

We: Everything can flow over the road
through Campobasso?

Ru: Yes, if we withdraw into the general
line east of Vinchiaturo - northeast of
Campolito, I must hold parts of 1 Para
Div down there at the road junction in
S. Croce, My hair is turning greyl!

We 3 There are other situwations!

" Ru: I know,. When it is decisive one has to
accept heavy casual ties,

We: It is worth it because we MUST hold the
Bernhard line,

(G.M.D.S, - 4280349, 11 Oct)

784 The dilemma of the enemy was that he could not afford
to lose troops but was reluctant to withdraw, At 1820 hrs

of the same day the Army commander telephoned the Commander

of 76 Corps:

eese Every delay 1s appreciated,

eee It is desired that the Bernhard line should
not be reached before two or three weeks,

But the fate of Campobasso was sealed alread and the town
was occupied by Canadian troops on 14 Oct, ¥G.M.D.S. -
42803/9, 11 Oct)

79 29 Pz Gren Div was a good division, always highly
regarded by critical Marshal Kesselring, but it was sandwiched
.between 1 Para Div on the left and 26 Pz Div on the right,

The paratroops were notoriously tough fighters, the roster

of the officers of 26 Pz Div was to German eyes a glittering
array of brilliant names from the highest circles of military
and social 1ife, It is not surprising that 29 Pz Gren Div

was impressed by such company and tried to appear in the best
possible light, Perhaps this may account for their version of
the loss of Campobasso, a report that is oddly at variance
with the War Diary of R.C.R. According to the Canadians the
Germans had left Campobasso two hours before the entry of R.C.R.,
29 Pz Gren Div on the other hand reported street fighting and
a hard battle,
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Interim morning report 29 Pz Gren Div:

On the right wing of the Division, the entire lst
Canadian Infantry Brigede, supported by a heavy

and a light artillery formation, has penetrated

the eastern parts:of Campobasso in street fighting,
after attacking from both left and right., At

the moment heavy fighting in and around Cgmpobasso,

Evening report:

29 Pz Gren Div reports that Campobasso has
been vacated in the early hours of the after-
noon after a hard battle,

(W,D., R.C,Re, 14 Oct; G.M,D.S, -
42803/10, Appx 512, 515, 14 Oct)

80. The losses of 10 Army were tabulated in a memorandum
submitted to 0.B,S. on 14 Oct, Between 1 Sep and 10 Oct

the Army suffered 8427 casualties and 2725 cases of illness.
Para 2 stated that the normal weekly wastage seemed to be
about 1300 men, Para 3 dealt with "missing" soldiers:

The high number of "missing" soldiers is not
fully explained by the actions at Salerno and
Termoli, The main reasons are rather to be
found in the lack of battle experience and the
incomplete training of the young reinforce-
ments who, as soocn as their leader has become

a casualty, are completely helpless in the face
of the much better trained enemy,

(¢G.M.,D.S, - 42803/10, Appx 526, 14 Oct)

8l. An interim report concerning the demolition of
Adriatic ports was submitted to A,0.,K. 10 by 76 Corps on
14 Oct, Para 2 dealt with Ortona:

14 Oct. The following demolitions have been
carried out in the harbour asrea of Ortona:

Little mole, all pipe-lines and pumping-
stations for oil, 4 big ships, the big
harbour mole with the exception of 800
metres, About 200 ships, 211 below

200 tons, have been sunk in the entrance
to the port. The task will be completed
within another six days,

At the same time O,B.S, appeared at Ortona, In view of the
already heavy sea traffic at Termocli he was critical of the
demolitions that had been carried out and sent a signal

to A,0,K, 10 to increase the scope of the destruction at
Ortonai (G.M.D.S., - 42803/10, Appx 567, 15 Oct}; Appx 587,
16 Oct

82. By the middle of October German resistance had
become stiffer from coast to coast, especially so in the
region of. the lower Volturno where the Allied Fifth Apmy



was engaged in large-scale fighting, The CGerman Tenth Army

had in the meantime been strengthened by the arrival of :

65, 94 and 305 Inf Divs and numerous specialist units from
General Headquarters' Pool,® A complete 1list of all formations
and units under the command of 10 Army on 22 Oc¢ct appears in
photostatic form with attached translation as Appendix "K".
(6.M,D.S. - 42803/10, Appx 701, 22 Oct)

. TO THE HEADWATERS OF THE BIFERNO

834 During the last two weeks of October the town of
Campobasso was being developed as an administrative centre,

. Canadian forces first drove the enemy out of artillery range
and then advanced north and west into the area of the head-
waters of the Biferno, The Canadian story of the many
brushes and sharp engagements with the always dangerous
elements of 26 Pz Div and of tired 29 Pz Gren Div have been
related in Hist Offr's Report No 161, The German version of
the events 1s being presented here by quotation from the
War Diary of 26 Pz Div, It is only natural for the loser
of a combat to seek consolation in the fact that he "put up
a good show" and German reports stressed the more successful
moments of their defence, They never denied the fact, however,
that they were falling back due to the pressure of the
Canadians, The merits of the Canadian advance.in general, and
of the capture of Baranello in particular, were strikingly
confirmed by the records of the enemy,

84, War Diary 26 Pz Div:

16 Oct 0800 hrs The Divisional Commander asks the
Chief of Staff (76 Corps) what
the reasons might be for the
discontinuation of the attacks of
1 Cdn Inf Div, contrary to expect=-
ations, Oberst Runkel replies
that he believed the division to
have suffered many casualties and
that the Artillery fire of the
previous days might have resulted
in the adoption of a more cautious
me thod of operation,

¥ Commanders:

II Air Corps General BUELOV1US
K 14 Corps (from 29 Oct) General Fridolin v, SENGER und
ETTERLIN
15 Pz Gren Div Ma j=Gen RODT
3 Pz Gren Div Lt-Gen Fritz Hubert GRAESER
65 Inf Div Ma j-Gen HEISTERMANN v, ZIEHLBERG
4 94 Inf Div Ma j-Gen Hellmuth PFEIFFER
: : - (later Lt-Gen STEINMETZ)
305 Inf Div Lt-Gen Friedrich - Wilhelm HAUCK
Divisions arriving in November and December 1943:
< 44 Inf Div Maj-Gen Dr Friedrich FRA
334 Inf Div - LtEGen SCHELLER 2 o
90 Pz CGren Div Col (Maj-Gen) Ernst Guenther BAADE
5 Mountain Div Lt-Gen Julius RINGEL

(later Col (Maj-Gen) SCHRANK)
(G.M.D.,S, - 42803/7; 42092/1)



1600 hrs

Enemy:

17 Oct 1035 hrs

1050 hrs

1100 hrs

1700 hrs

1800 hrs

& 08

Combat outposts on helght 743

- have been attacked by superior

enemy forces in company strength
and had to be withdrawn to height
763.

«es Sudden artillery attacks on

cur own batteries indicate that

the enemy has completed his
artillery preparations, The careful
manner of his recce would seem to
indicate that he beliesves himself

to be in the area of a strong defence
line, Contrary to previously held
beliefs, the Canadian Division

seems to be no less systematic than
our recent American opponents, The
enemy apparently keeps his heavy
artillery from firing in order to
prevent premature disclosure of 1its
positions,

67 Pz Gren Regt reports that after 45
minutes of heavy artillery preparation
the enemy is attacking its outposts
in the Baranello area. In view of the
enemy pressure and the hostile attitude
of the civilian population, the
outposts were forced to withdraw

to Point 662.

Just before 1000 hrs the enemy
attacked the outposts at Point 714
in a flanking movement and took the
heights,

7 Coy 9 Pz Gren Regt (in Div Reserve
at Cantalupo) 1s placed under command
of 67 Pz Gren Regt for the purpose

of rectifying the situation at
Baranello,

67 Pz Gren Regt reports that height 743
which was lost yesterday evening

has been retaken at dawn. Three
officers and cne O,R, were taken
prisoner, but while in transport to
the rear the officers managed to

escape on a bend in the road which

made 1t hard to see far,

The counter attack of 7 Coy 9 Pz Gren
Regt on Baranello makes good progress,
Baranello is taken at 2130 hrs,

Enemy has made Baranello the focal
point of his attacks and apparently
intends to break through from there
in the direction of Boiano.
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18 Oct 0830 hrs Height 743 has been lost agailn,

1030 hrs Enemy attacks Height 735, Our out-
posts were thrown back to Point 662,

1035 hrs Enemy attacks Baranello with one
battalion, He 1s being repulsed,

1130 hrs Renewed enemy attack on Baranello
has been repulsed,

1200 hrs Enemy artillery and fighter bombers
are trying to silence our artillery,

1215 hrs Enemy advance in company strength
and with tanks from height 735 in
southwesterly direction to Point 604, and
ran into our own advance on Point 735,
Enemy attack was halted by our
artillery fire,

1330 hrs Further enemy attacks on Baranello
have been reported. They have been
repulsed with the valuable help of
9 Coy 93 Pz Arty Regt.

1530 hrs Renewed enemy attacks on Baranello,

1545 hrs The situation at Baranello has been
clarified, An enemy battalion
succeeded in breaking through our
line of outposts south of Baranello,
The Divisional Commander orders 67 EzGren
Regt to withdraw the outposts on the
left wing as soon as darkness has
set in, Orders to that effect have
been given by telephone to Oberst
v. Usedom at 1445 hrs,

1700 hrs Enemy occupies Guardiaregia and
moves towards Campochiaro,

1730 hrs Enemy attack on height 650 (4 km
W Vinchiaturo) has been repelled,

1800 hrs As expected, the enemy today has
continued his attacks with strong
forces and with massed artillery
and has broken through our combat
outposts south of Baranello, The
simultanecus appearance of the
enemy at Campochiaro points to
an advance from the South towards
Boiano tomorrow, Attacks from
Baranello to the Southwest must
also be expected, The enemy uses
recce elements to locate soft spots
in the front and then attacks,
usually in pincerlike movements, with
one or two companles,

1850 hrs On the occasion of the enemy attack
on Baranello at 1530 hrs the outposts
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of 7 Coy 9 Pz Gren Regt on the morthern
fringe of the locality were apparently
surprised by superior enemy forces
using smoke, This made i1t possible
for the enemy to enter Baranello
before 7 Coy became aware of the
situvation,*®

19 Oct 1430 hrs 67 Pz Gren Regt reports that left neighbour
(3 Bn 71 Pz Gren-Regt) has withdrawn from

hills 923 and 996 and is at Busso,

1720 hrs The enemy has taken height 996
(1 kxm E.S,E. Busso) which means
that tomorrow Busso could only be
held at the cost of severe casual ties,

1740 hrs Chief of Staff 76 Corps informs the
divisional commander that 29 Pz Gren
Div will withdraw to Castropignano
during the night and that the left
wing of 26 Pz Div therefore would
have to do likewise,

Enemy: After the occupation of Busso the
enemy will most likely continue to
attack in northerly and westerly
directionswith the main effort
towards the West,

2100 hrs Busso had to be evacuated at 1900
hrs as a result of pressure from
superior enemy forces,

20 Oct 1400 hrs An enemy battallon supported by heavy
artillery and 22 tanks at Station
Guardiareglio along the railroad line
from Vinchiaturo - Boiano is attacking
our combat outposts at the Quirino,
At the same time one company supported
by 8 tanks 1s attacking along the road
Vinchiaturo - Boilano,

1620 hrs 67 Pz Gren Regt requests support ‘from
' 6 Coy 26 Tank Regt.

1700 hrs Arty Regt 93 reports that today's
ammunition for the heavy field
howitzers contained 95% duds amd
that the effectiveness of the
artillery fire was reduced in a
corresponding measure,

In the telephone conversationsof the following morning p
the loss of Baranello was reflected in the following: ‘i

Wentzell: How 1s your situation? Increasing pressure?

Runkel: Yes, A smell mishap occurred unfortunately
at Baranello where the enemy squeezed into
the place from the rear,

Wentzell: One cannot deny that 26 Pz Div has been
fighting well in these last few days.

- - — - -

Wentzell to Kesselring: And then the pressure at
Baranello increased, The enemy penetrated
from the rear and threw out our troops,
Our company there fought bravely,

(¢ .M,D,S, = 42803/10, 19 Oct)
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1800 hrs Enemy tanks are firing from the
Quirino creek... Further enemy
advances in the centre of the
sector have been reported. The
Reglment is forced to withdraw the
combat outposts of the left wing
behind the Biferno river.®

1830 hrs Enemy: Now that the enemy has
captured the heights around
Baranello, his left wing is obviously
becoming the point of main effort
and it must be expected tha® he
will continue to attack along the
road to Bolano with infantry, tanks
and the artillery, which has all
targets well registered.

Observationss Owing to the nature

of the ground the enemy has up to

now committed his tanks in small
groups only, using them as mobile
artillery. The cross-country
mobility of these tanks is remarkable.
But they are very sensitive to '
artillery fire and turn around or

take cover as soon as fired upon

by our own artillery.

As far as our own t anis are concerned
it has repeatedly been noted that as
soon as they had begun to communicate
by wireless they were almost immediat-
ely fired upon by enemy artillery.
They had apparently been located by
radio direction finding methods. This
increases the difficulties of control-
ling widely dispersed tanks.

21 Oct During the night an enemy battery
situated east of Vinchiaturo was
silenced with 150 rounds from 2 light
field howitzers that had been taken
forward for the purpose.

0945 hrs 7 enemy tanks tried to pass the
Quirino at Point 527 in a NW direction.
The attempt was halted by ourartillery.

In the morning enemy artillery fire
on Bolano, Colle d!'Anchise and
Spineto. According to information
obtained from an Italian coming from
Busso, the Canadians quartered there

X On 16 Oct 67 Pz Gren Regt had agnrin been organized as
"Battle Group v. Usedom". Apart from 67 Pz Gren Regt the
group comprised 9 Pz Gren Regt (less H.Q. and 2 Bn) and
two companies of Pz Regt 26. The divisional artilliery and
engineers were directed to cooperate closely with the
battle group. (Ibidem)
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suffered heavy losses from a surprise.
concentration of artillery fire lald
upon Busso by our artillery.®

22 Oct 1230 hrs Fire from 7 enemy batteries on the
Boiano = Colle d'Anchise area. (2000
rounds within 30 minutes)

1335 hrs Enemy bombers attack H,Q, 26 Pz Regt
at the moment of the arrival of fresh
‘reinforcements, 11 dead, 23 injured.

1400 hrs Height 751 (500m N Campochiaro) taken
by the enemy.

Observations: Complaints about ldoting
in the rear areas are increasing in
number, It must be stated that the
majority of these acts are being
committed by scldiers of the Luftwaffe,
Similar observations have already
been made in Siclly and Calabria,
The most severe measures are being
taken, to guard agalinst a bad influence
on the troops ¢f our own divisdion,

-

23 Oct (synopsis) ... enemy attacks Colle
d'Anchise with one battalion and
penetrates into the cenuire of the
town, A troop of 5 Coy 26 Pz Regt
destroys three Sherman tanks south
of Colle d'Anchise .,®#% Without the
support of the armoured company the
situation would have become untenablel™®

XE

3.3,

On the morning of 21 Oct, "B" Coy R.C.R. was in Busso,
According to the Intelligence log of the unit, 0.C. Bn
and 0,C, Coy were reconncitering the ground behind the
town for the purpose of taking the troops there in
anticipation of German artillery fire, when the shelling
began, "B" Coy (less 11 Pl) moved to the high ground;
11.P1 remained in town. No casualties were reported,
(W.D., R.C.,R., 21 Oct).

Confirmed by Hist Sec Report No 161, para 141.

During these days a few Canadian soldiers fell into

the hands of the enemy, /At Colle d'Anchise 5 men

from L, Edmn R, were tgken prisoner. German knowledge

of the Canadian Army #as enriched by the ingenious
statement of an unidéntified prisoner that the Loyal
Edmontons had rece¥ved the prefix "Loyal" in recognition
of their services/in Sicily. (G.M.D.S. - 43873/3, Appx

to War)Diary 26 Pz Div, Int rep for period 1 Jul - 28 Nov,
23 Oct
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1530 hrs 1 Bn 67 .Pz Gron Regt is in possessiorof
three quarters of the town of Colle
d'Anchise, A projected counter=-
attack to clear the locality has
been cancelled in view of the Corps
Order to withdraw to the "Luettwitz"
position,

24 Oct 50 casualties at Colle d'Anchise
yesterday, Engineers experienced
casualties when enemy fire caused
premature explosion of demolition
charges,

26 Oct 0830 hrs 29 Pz Gren Div reports heavy pressure
and artillery fire on line Torella =~
Molise *®

1000 hrs Commander 29 Pz Gren Div calls on
Commander 26 Pz Div and states that
enemy pressure forces 29 Pz Gren Dilv
to withdraw in the evening from
Torella and Molise to Duronia and
Pietracupa, Orders to withdraw
are then accordingly glven to
67 Pz Gren Regt.,

1400 hrs Enemy apparently has shifted point
of main effort to the right wing
of 29 Pz Gren Div, %%

27 Oct 0950 hrs 29 Pz Gren Div reports that enemy
attacks have been repelled and that
some recce outposts are still in
Mollse ard Torella,

The Engineer battalion of the Division
has carried out 1in Southern Italy

up to now a total of 1948 demolitions
with an expenditure of 670 tons of
explosives,

(G.M.D.,S, = 47873/2)

86, S5 Brit Div relieved 2 Cdn Inf Bde during the night
27/28 Oct and the stage was set for the advance to Isernia,

1 Cdn Inf Div was temporarily withdrawn into reserve, In the
middle of the month 3 Cdn Inf Bde embarked on a demonstration
to the reaches of the upper Sangro, at the end of the month

the main body of the Division moved to the Adriatic coast,

® 48 Highrs at Torella, Hast & P.E.,R. at Molise, (Report

No 161, paras 157-159)

%% 26 Pz Div had requested the support of fighter-bombers
on 20 Oct, Owing to the soggliness of the landing strips
1t could not be made available, The situation in the air
was mentioned in a telephone conversation of 26 Oct:

Wentzell: The air superiority is terrible,
Westphal: In Russia it was different,

Wentzell: Yes, Hére they pick outeach individual
vehicle,

(G.M,D.S, - 42873/2, 20 Oct; 42803/11, 26 Oct)
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87. Allied pressure on the German Tenth Armmy increased dur=«
ing these weeks, which 1 Cdn Inf Div used to generate the
strength that later enabled it to overcome the fierce

resistance of the enemy in the Ortona salient, While the
achievements of the various Allied formations have been

fully recorded in many narrstives, the quotations given

below will serve to lend some small degree of continuity to

the information from German sources.

88. An "Order for the Conduct of the Campaign" was

issued by Marshal Kesselring on 1 Nov. A translation of
this document appears as Appendix "L". Between the lines

of this order the reader feels the stubborn resolution to

carry out an unpromising operation in the belief that a better
solution was unavailable in the light of the overall situation.
Kesselring again insisted on decisive resistance in the
Bernhard line and ordered the formations to exercise the rapid
concentration of forces at points of attack while ruthlessly
denuding sectors not being attacked at the moment. (G.M.D.S. =
42092/18, Chefsachen, 1 Nov)

89. An event occurred now that revealed once more one

of the deepest flaws in the armour of German efficiency. Where
the good services of a visiting staff officer, or almost any
attempt to practise the art of human relations would have

been sufficient to rectify the situation, Marshal Kesselring
sent the following signal to his Armmy Commander:

2 Nov

To the Commander of the Tenth Amy:

The last two days have proven to me
that command is not being carried out with
the energy and far-sightedness required by
the situation. My own personal intervention
was necessary to point out to 14 Corps the
shortcomings of the work on the Bernhard
position, In spite of my repeated observations
it has not been possible up to now to develop
the most important artillery positions in the
manner which would have been necessary and
feasible. (e.g. by transfer of the heavy
artillery and the Projector units of 76 Corps
to 14 Corps).

Neither can I see the panacea of command
in the manner in which the divisions that
should be withdrawn for the purpose of creating
a vital reserve are being committed time and
again. I regard it as an Ilmpossible & tuation
when reports about reverses reach me only when
it is too late to correct the situation. ...

I add with equal clarity that the Bernhard.
line must and can be held if the commanders
succeed in transmitting their will to the troops.
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I request that my views be made very clear to
the subordinate commanders.

Kesselring.®
(G.M.D.S. - 42092/18, Chefsachen, 2 Nov; R 8)

90. It is not surprising that General v, Vistinghoff
should now feel the urgent need for medical attention. He
requested sick leave and Marshal Kesselring, pending the
arrival of a replacement 1n the person of General Joachim
Lemelsen, took over the command of 10 Army on 4 Nov. Before
his departure v, Vietinghoff submitted a clear-cut and
logical explanation of his actions. The measure of their
validity may be found in the fact that he returned at the

end of the year and resumed his old command. The message

of the Army Commander and the lstter of Col-Gen v. Vietinghoff
are being permanently retained. (G.M,D.S. - 42092/1, 29 Dec;
42092/18, 4 Nov; R.8, R.T. 9)

91. Oon 4 Nov the ¥ifth Army advanced with strong forces
to.the main battle line of 14 German Corps, The point of

main effort was between Montecesima and Venafro. On 5 Nov
0.B.S. ordered the destruction of the part of Pescara. On

6 Nov, 29 Pz Gren and 26 Pz Divs were withdrawn into Reserve.
1 Para Div took over the sector of 26 Pz Diw. On the same day
General Joachim Lemelsen assumed temporary command of 10 Army.
(G.M,D.S. - 42092/2, pppx 111, 5 Nov; 42092/1, 4, 5, 6 Nov)

92, On 8 Nov General Lemelsen reported to 0.B.S. that

the Army with all attached units showed a deficiency of 28,600
men, 1 Para Div alone requiring 10,700 reinforcements. (G.M«¢D.S.=
42092 /3, Appx 175, 8 Nov)

93, A detailed appreciation of the situation was submitted

on the following day by 14 Corps (v. Senger und Etterlin).

The Corps Commander did not fail to point out that he disagreed

with the policy of 0.B.S., who was forming an Army Group Reserve
with divisions taken from the front lineg

According to the views of the Corps Commander
it is wrong, in this country and with this
enemy, to create strong reserves at the expense
of the troops occupying the Bernhard position.

At the same time Lemelsen reported to 0.B.S. thet 10 Army had
done about all that could be done under difficult circumstances
and in view of clever enemy infiltrations that were being
carried out without offering artillery targets and were causing
consi?erable casualties (GeM.D.S. - 42092/3, Appx 195a, 195b,
9 Nov :

¥ Abrsham Lincoln, having infinitely greater cause to
censure Ma jor-General Hooker, began his message with
thes words:

I have placed you at the head of the Army of the
Potomac, Of course, I have done this upon what
appear to me to be sufficient reasons, and yet I
think it best for you to know that there are some
things in regard to which I am not quite satisfied
with you. I believe you to be a brave and skilful
soldier ...

(Battles and Leaders of the Civil War
The Century Co, New York, 1912, Vol_g, p 216)




94, The activities of the German englineers were the
subject of several statements recorded at this time., A,0,K, 10
reported to 0,B.S, that up to 7 Nov the engineers had laid
44,521 mines south of the Bernhard line and 30,606 mines in

the area of the Bernhard line; altogether a total of 75,127
mines., On the same day 0.B,S. released figures concerning the

work of the rallway englneers:

Up to 31 Oct the rallway engineers south of
the Bernhard line have carried out the following

demolitions:
Bridges destroyed 12,210 metres
Culverts 1,830 metres
Tunnels 6,565 metres
"Railroad tracks 667,000 metres
Railroad engines 77
Railroad carriages 2,043

A further 116,300 metres of railroad track
have been pulled up by rail rooter,

(G,M,D,S, - 42092/3, Appx 205, 9 Nov;
0.B,S. 9 Nov)

95. The heavy pressure of Fifth Army on the western
wing of the Bernhard line and the growing German concern
for the safety of Rome had led to a regrouping of the
forces of 10 Army. The changes that had taken place werse
shown In a new schematic order of battle issued by 10 Army
on 10 Nov, A photostatic copy and a translation of the
document appear as Appendix "M", (G,M,D,S. - 42092/4, Appx
253 a,b,c, 11 Nov) '

96, 76 Corps now had only three divisions; 1 Para Div,

65 Inf Div and 16 Pz Div, the latter already earmarked for
early transfer to the Russian front, .Under command of 14 Corps
were:

26 Pz Div
3 Pz Gren Div
15 Pz Gren Div
94 Inf Div

305 Inf Div

Pz Div Hermann Goering was in Army Reserve; 29 Pz Gren Div at
the moment was being freshened up near Rome, General Bessel,
the builder of the Bernhard line, had left. A "Higher Artillery
Commander"®and his staff had arrived at the Headquarters of

10 Army on 8 Nov, (G,M,D.S. - 42092/4, Appx 253 a,b,c, 11 Nov;
42092/{, 8 Nov)

97 o The boundary line between the two German Corps ran
on a straight line from Carovilli - two miles southeast of
Castel di Sangro - Scanno. It intersected the maln defence
line on the heights commanding the Sangro valley between
Scontrone and Castel di Sangro. (G,M.,D.S, - 42092/11)**

®* Lt-Gen v, Graffen, "Higher Artillery Commander" at A.0.K, 10.
(G.M,D,S. - 42092/1, 8 Nov)

¥® The Appendices to the War Diary of 10 Army contain two
folders with various maps and tracings of the Bernhard line.
These maps were in use at H.Q. 10 Army; they constitute
perhaps the most authentic source of information regarding the
.exact location of the positions of the Bernhard line. A
tracing and transcript of one of these maps, showl the
Bernhard line.from coast to coast, 1s being permanently re=-

ained in the Map Room, Hist Sec(G,S.), Scale_ 1:1@0,00
?R 20) (G.M.D.S. - 29082 11; 42092/&22 26 - 31 OcEKiz?o’
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98. The tight control exerted by Hitler was shown on
the occasion of an incident that began on 13 Nov and ended
en 14 Nov, One of the most important and most carefully
prepared sectors of the Bernhard line was the area between
Mignano and S. Pietro on the road to Cassino. On 13 Nov,
after initial successes in the Monte Rotondo sector, east
of S. Pletro, the exhausted 8th Pz Gren Regt (3 Div) was reeling
back under heavy pressure. At 0035 hrs, 14 Nov, General
Lemelsen had given the order to withdraw east of S, Pietro.
(G.M.,D.S, - 42092/4, Appx 302, 14 Nov) The matter had been
thoroughly discussed in the evening between Kesselring and
Lemelsen by telephone:

13 Nov, 2055 hrs Kesselring .... 8th Regt must
be taken back.

«ss But I do not know yet whether
the Fuehrer will give his permission

ese I will permit you to do any-
thing that you convince me to be

right.

2310 hrs ... The Fuehrer has given us a
free hand concerning S, Pletro.

(GeM.D.S. - 42092/4, Appx 283, pp 11, 12,
14, 13 Nov)

But in the evening of 14 Nov General Westphal telephoned to
A.,0.K., 10 that Hitler now had reserved to himself any decisior
concerning further withdrawals at S. Pietro. He quoted the
order received from Hitler:

"I authorize you to desist from further attack
on the mountain pass, I order however to
hold and develop the line at S. Pietro. Any
withdrawal there I reserve for myself."

At the end of the conversation Westphal salds

The order giving us a free hand has been
cancelled, apparently for political reasons.

(G.M,D.S. - 42092/4, Appx 305, pp 7, 8,
14 Nov)

99, No quick reserves were in sight, but obviously Hitler

4id not care how many died, so that he could cling a little
. longer to a line that had become untenable. To show reluctance

towards the execution of orders from above was something fantastic
for a German commander; to criticize Hitler had never been a go~~
plan, But urbane and careful as it was, next day's recorded
telephone conversation between Kesselring and Lemelsen revealed
their feelings:

Kesselring: That the 8th Regiment, which sheuld
be withdrawn, now must remain, is most
unpleasant.

Lemelsens I do not 1like to do this either,

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/4, Appx 320, ps 5, 15 Nov)
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100, - By the middle of November, 3 Cdn Inf Bde had started
on its demonstration towards Castel 41 Sangro, General Mont-
gomery wished to create the impression that the whole Canadian
division was pressing forward in the centre of the front, . This
would help to keep the Germans from sensing that he planned a
large-scale attack on the Adriatic sector, The dally reports of
0.B,S, for the period show that the desired effect was obtained
in part at least:

14 Nov On 12 Nov at Pietrabbondante, 8,5 km
west of Agnone, Canadians of 1 Cdn Inf
Div were seen, Renewed commitment of
this division is possible.

15 Nov Information from a reliable source
confirms the commitment of 1 Cdn Inf
Div between 5 Brit and 8 Ind Divq.

101, 16 Nov was a relatively quiet day on the whole front,.
29 Pz Gren Div relieved 3 Div at 1700 hrs and 16 Pz Div started
to load equipment for the transfer to Army Group North, The
main event of the day was an attack by 8 Ind Div on Monte
Torella, Regarding this attack 0,B.S. reported:

The Indian troops have turned out to be
tough and resourceful opponents, P A7F .

o > _‘-f, ‘_,_?_
(G,M,D.S, - 42092/1, 16 Nov; 0,B,S, 16 Nov;«“‘ﬂ
42092/5, Appx 400a, 19 Nov) — -

102,: - 1l Cdn Inf Div was mentioned again on 19 Nov, 0.B.S.
19 Nov (for 18 Nov):

1 Cdn Inf Div has felt its way to Montagnola
(11 xm ESE Castel di Sangro)

Near Capracotta, in the area of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
an enemy battalion in winter dress and with
mountain guns carried by mules has been observed,™

In the meantime, however, the Germans had recognized the signs
that pointed towards an early attack in the Adriatic sector,
In the same report 0,B,S, stated:

Arrival of large quantities of supplies of all
kinds in the coastal sector of Eighth Army
would permit the assumption that an attack

was impending, .

The Army Commander was more positive; he stated flatly that
he belleved an attack to be imminent, At 1710 hrs, 18 Nov,
he wirelessed: '

A, 0,K, 10 to 0,B.S.; copy to Higher Artillery Commander.

The concentration of Eighth Army on the Adriatic
front leads 10 Army to expect an early attack -

on our left wing, The Army recuests the accelerated
dispatch to 76 Corps of the promiged "Caterpillar-
Tract or-Artillery Battalion East™,

(G.M.D.S. -~ 42092/4, Appx 378, 18 Nov)

¥ 7 Pl Carlt & York R, moved into Capracotta in the late
afternoon of 18 Nov, (W,D., Carlt & York R,, 18 Nov)
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103, The report of 0,B.S. for 20 Nov dealt mainly with
the loss of Archi, Regarding the preparations of Eighth Army
it stated:

According to information from a reliable source
Eighth Army has established a net of telephone
communications right up to the battalions, This
explains the small volume of wireless traffic of
the last few days.

104, From the records of various telephonse conversations
it appears that Kesselring had made a short visit to Hitler's
Headquarters, That he had been well received can be surmised
from the many complimentary remarks which he made on his return
about his divisional commanders, especially about v, Ziehlberg
(65 Inf Div) who had apparently obtained good results from his
green and partly unwilling recruits, Actually it was the weather
and not the enemy that had held up the advance of Eighth Army;
it had been raining constantly, the Sangro had swollen to a
torrent, the ound was soft and unsuitable for large=-scale
operations, (G.M.D,S. - 42092/5, 20-25 Nov)

1085, Upon his return Marshal Kesselring assumed the responsib?*’
ity for the whole Italian theatre, He was now C,=-in-C, Southwest;
his new status was defined in the opening paragraph of the daily -
0.B.S%. report Tor 21 Nov:

Headguarters Army Group "C" Report No 1

General Field Marshal Kesselring has assumed
command of Army Group "C" and of the whole
Italian area at 0000 hrs 21 Nov.*

106, An appreciation of the situation was submitted to
0.B,SW by General Lemelsen on 25 Nov, It showed good knowledge
of the opposing formations and dealt with the probable intentions
of the Eighth Army: ‘
3 By means of a thrust towards Pescara,Eighth
Army will try to force 10 Army to commit its
reserves and to take troops from the right wing,
ghereby fecilitating the main thrust towards
ome,

(G.M.D.S, - 42092/5, Appx 503, 25 Nov)

107, A new edition of the schematlc order of battle of

10 Army appeared on 25 Nov. It showed 26 Pz Div as being in

the process of relieving 16 Pz Div: 90Pz Gren Div. had not yet
-~arrived, 14 Corps had been strengthéned by the arrival of 44 Inf
Div (Reichsgrenadier Division Hoch wnd Deutschmeister, commanded
by Dr, Franek), A compilation of individual replacements that
had reached the Army in November showed a total of 4,891 men.
(G.M.,D.S. - 42092/5, Appx 510 a, b, c, 25 Nov; 42092/5, 27 Nov)

108, The Bighth Army was now edging closer and closer to
the German main defence lines, and A,0,K, 10 would have liked
to retain 16 Pz Div, But the German position in the East was

# In subsequent paragraphs the abbreviation 0,B,SW appears in
place of the previously used abbreviation 0,B.S.
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deteriorating and Berlin demanded the dispateh of the division
with mounting insistence, On 25 Nov General Westphal telephoned
to A,0,K, 10 that no delay could be granted in the matter,.

At the same time the.advance elements of 90 Pz Gren Div were
approa?hing Pescara from the North, (G.M.D.S. - 42092/1,

25 Nov R

109, - In the meantime West N,S.R. (3 Cdn Inf Bde) had

~ taken Castel di Sangro, The main obstacle had been hill 1009,
“In the first attack on the feature, West N,S.,R. encountered
stiff resistance from paratroopers in well concealed positions
and suffered about 20 casualties, The next attack was carried
out after ample artillery preparation and succeeded, In the
reports of 0,B.SW this action was shown as follows:

24 Nov (for 23 Nov)

1 Para Div: An enemy attack in company
strength on hill 1009 was
repulsed and the enemy suffered
considerable casualties, 21
prisoners were taken,

24 Nov 1 Para Div: After the attack on height
1009 had been repelled with
considerable casualties for
the enemy, Castel di Sangro
and hill 1009 came under heavy
enemy artillery fire in the
afternoon of 23 Nov (about
4000 rounds),

26 Nov (for 25 Nov) 1 Cdn Inf Div has occupied the
heights from 1009 to 802 (SW
Ateleta). Enemy artillery
maintained lively harassing fire
on our positions, Enemy columns
with mules crossing the Sargro
have been impeded by our own
fire.

27 Nov (for 26 Nov) One company of 1 Cdn Inf Div
was marched into Castel di Sangro
this morning,*

(W.D., West N.S.R.; 0.B.SW)

® The various references to 1 Cdn Inf Div in these reports
of 0,B4SW did not mean that the 1dentity of the attacking
units was unknown:

24 Nov Other prisoners have confirmed the
commitment of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, with "B"
Coy of West N.S.R. at hill 1009,

27 Nov Presence of 3 Cdn Inf Bde again confirmed
in fighting at Castel di Sangro, (R, 22e R.)

30 Nov At height 831, 1 km S, Cantalupg 3 Cdn
Inf Bde confirmed,

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/6, 24, 27, 30 Nov)

Pe—
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110, It is not know whether the Bernhard line had been
called so by mere coincidence or as a subtle challenge to the
famous British General, At any rate, in the last days of
November, Sir Bernard Law Montgomery proceeded to break the
Adriatie hinge of the Bernhard line with his "colossal crack"
across the Sangro,

111, Fossacesia amd Mozzagrogna were situated in the

main battle line of the Bernhard position, The sector was
defended by 65 Inf Div, Its right neighbour was 9 Pz Gren Regt
(26 Pz Div), relieving the rear elements of departing 16 Pz
Div at 1200 hrs 29 Nov, The German story of the events of
these critical days confirms the facts already known, British
artillery and fighter-bombers pinned the Germans down and
caused heavy caswalties, Maj-Gen v, Ziehlberg (65 Inf Div)

was severely wounded and replaced by the forceful and efficient
Oberst Baade, who had been the Commander of the defences of

the Straits of Messina, (G.M.D.S. - 42092/1, 28-30 Nov;
43005/1, 28-30 Nov; Hist Sec Report No 14, para 36)

112, The situation on the front of 65 Inf Div on 30 Nov
was summarized in the War Diary of A.0.K. 10 by the following
entry:

In the morning the enemy continued his attacks
in order to widen the area of the break-through,
Again he was assisted by heaviest commitments of
artillery, waves of fighter-bombers and numerous
tanks, The first attack was in the direction of
Lanciano, the second one concentrically from the
Southwest and Southeast on Fossacesia, In spite
of the especially careful preparation of this
sector, the main battle line was overrun by . .
the enemy. As had been the case during the preceding
days, our artillery was held down by the enemy
Air Force, Counter attacks were impossible for
the same reason,..

In order to discuss counter-measures and the
commitment of reserves right on the spot, the

Army Commander spent the morning at H,Q, 76 Corps
and the afternoon with 65 Inf Div, 0.,B,SW now makes
the whole 90th Panzer Grenadier Division available,

(G.M.D.S. = 42092/1, 30 Nov)

113, Once more General Montgomery had the enemy badly
frightened, The telephone conversatiomsof the enemy commanders
portrayed the situation with a fidelity that could hardly be
equalled by the polished phrases of official diarists, In the
plain language of these harassed men appeared the truth as it
was seen and felt at the very moment when events occurred,

28 Nov 1120 hrs:

Lemelsen to Westphal: ,,., Exactly like the Russians
they try every time,whe ther they can ~et
to a position at all or whether they
are thrown out again, In this case
it is a hard position, But when they
are thrown out slowly or not at all it
is a soft position, In this manner
they are boring all the time,

Kesselring: (on same call) How was it that he could
penetrate so fast? 3



Lemelsen:

Kesselring:

Lemel sen:
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There was 2 heavy artillery barrage,
about 6000-7000 rounds; they say it
was colossall

He always comes on the seams (bound-
aries).

There are special detachments for
the boundaries, The devil knows how
he always finds out where the bound-
aries are.

2220 hrs, Ops Offr A.0,K, 10 to Ops Offr O0,B,SW:

i

29 Nov 1415 hrs:

Lemelsen:

Kesselring:

Enemy Air Force has attacked in
unheard of proportions, Our losses
in blood and morale are exceedingly
high., Without a counterbalance
troops cannot stand up to this ...

Commitment of enemy Air Force is
enormous, Baade says that not even
in Africa has he seen anything like
this.

With Montgcmery you could count on
that,

2205 hrs:

Wentzell:

Wentzell:
Westphal:
Wentzell:

Wentzell:

Westphal:

The enemy has retaken both places
and the hill at Colli, It is simply
impossible to do anything, Superiority
in the air and of his artillery
directed frcm the air are so great
that nothing can move, It is simply
impossible to do anything, he has
everything concentrated right there,..
One cannot meke a counter-attack,

the trocps would be wiped out.

Our losses are enormous.
How bad?
2 Bn 145 Regt has to be written off,

They could not get out of the tunnels
owing to the artillery fire, were
overrun and liquidated from the rear,

It is a bad mess; without the Alr
For-e aucthing can be done here,

It is no good. If they think at the
top that 1t can be done without. the’
Alr Force, there would have been no
need to create onc,
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30 Nov 1930 hrs:

Westphal: The infantry is weak?

Lemelsen: 9 Regt has 220 men left.

Westphal: What? So weak? -

LN N ]

Westphal: We cannot afford a soumter-attaek,

Lemelsen: Unfortunately this is true, Yesterday
four battalions were destroyed, three
of 145 Regt and one of Battle Group
Einstmann,®

Westphal: Fouwr battalions?

Lemelsen: Yes, they are pretty well finished.

Lemelsen: Since the prepared positions have been
lost our men lie unprotected in the
open air at the mercy of the enemy Air
Forece,

2345 hrs:

Westphal: Jodl called me on the phone with the
customary spiel (Senf). You know
what I mean, The Fuehrer desires
that we hold at all costsand brding:
the reserves ¢lose up,

Wentzell: This is really something in the face
of the bomb-earpets,

LN ]

Westphal: I just told the Army commander that
Tommy can go on at this rate for
another six days.

Wentzell: - How do you know this so exactly?

Westphal: I asked the Air Forse, They claim that
there must be a let-up after a certain
time because the machines cannot take
it any longer,

Wentzell: Six daysl!

(6.M.D.S, - 42092/5 and 6, 28, 29, 30 Nov)

% Battle Group Einstmann was the advance element of 90 Pz
Gren Div that was approaching Pescara from Ancona, where
it had been under command of 14 German Army., At the moment
Battle Group Einstmann was under command of 65 Inf Div, and
operated in the salient nearest to the Adrlatic coast,
Its main components were 361 Inf Regt (Einstmann) and 165
Field Repl Bn, (G.M.D.,S, - 43005/4, Appx 56a, 30 Nov)
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ACROSS THE MORO AND TO ORTONA

114, After the crossing of the Sangro river it was )
important to keep the enemy moving, 78 Brit Div had prevailec
against 65 German Div but needed a breathing spell, It was
relieved by 1 Cdn Inf Div, The fighting on the whole front

in December was characterized by steady Allied pressure, On
the Tyrrhenian flank the fighting developed into the violent
battles for the Camino and the Monte Lungo, on the Adriatic
salient it reached its climax in the conquest of Ortona,

115, In this last month of the year there were no
fundamental changes in the tactlcs and structure of the
German Tenth Army, Due to the approach of the winter and

to the méuntainous nature of the country, the Army had already
become an infantry army., Of the twelve divisions under 1its
command in the middle of December, only two were armoured,

(26 Pz Div and H,G, Div; 16 Pz Div was being excharged for

5 Mountain Div,)

116, As the fighting gained in intensity, the area in
which it took place became gradually smaller until in the

end 1t narrowed down to blocks of buildings and individual
houses in the town of Ortona, A closer examination of the
records of this type of warfare must necessarily be carried
out on a day to day basis, The enemy picture of Canadian
operations in December is being presented here in this fashion,
Significant items of a general nature appear with the material
that deals with the events of the day in question,

1%, During the course of the advance 1 Cdn Inf Div came
to grips chiefly with elements of 90 Pz Gren and 1 Para Divs,
It 1s unfortunate that the war diaries of precisely these
divisions are unavailable, while for instance the well kept
records of adjoining 26 Pz Div contain many eye-witness
accounts of junior leaders and men in the ranks, The pilcture
of the Canadian operations, as seen by the enemy, appears
most clearly from the records of 10 Army, Some information
has been taken from the files of 76 Corps; the almost daily
references to 1 Cdn Inf Div in the reports of 0,B,SW have
been extracted and appear in translated form as Appendix "N",

118, On 1 Dec 5 Brit Corps was maintaining pressure
with 78 Brit, 8 Ind and 2 N.,Z, Divs, 1l and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes
were moving behind 78 Div and preparing to relieve that
division, - On the enemy side 76 Corps was taking steps to
replace 65 Inf Div with 90 Pz Gren Div, Intentions of 76
Corps were:

To hold main battle line as far as Melone,

To develop a new line from Melone to Ortona,

To stop enemy attacks in the area of the
outposts by obstinate delaying actions, To
continue preparations for the taking over of
the left flank of 65 Inf Div by 90 Pz Gren Div,

The Intentions of 5 Brit Corps were estimated as follows:

Continuation of the attacks in the area of
Castelfrentano, Resumption of the attacks

on the left wing of 65 Inf Div, The latter °
because Brit artillery has crossed the Sangro
ard wireless intelligence has overheard that
the work of bringing up considerable quantities
of artillery ammunition has been concluded,

(G.M.,D.S, - 42092/6, Appx 616, 1 Dec)
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119, For some time A,0,K. 10 and O0,B.SW had folt the
need of an additional Corps Headquarters for the centre of
the front, and a request for one had been submitted to higher
authority, The German High Command recognized the proposal
as being justified,but turned it down on 1 Dec with the
explanation that a spare Corps Headquarters was unavallable
at the moment and the creation of a new one impracticable,

120, . The order of 0,B.SW to withdraw 65 Inf Div completely
and to dispatch it to the North into the area of 14 Army,
reached A,0,K. 10 at 0220 hrs, 2 Dec, 76 Corps was looking
forward to the arrival of 5 Mountain Div but it had been
delayed by the effects of Allled air attacks,

Westphal: Unfortunately they have bombed the
' railroad line again and 5 Mountain
Div had to be detrained, This has
happened because we have taken away
our flak up there,

Lemelsen: I agree, At least the important
rail centres ought to be protected,

Westphal: It happens every time, Without the
Alr Force it cannot be done,

(6G.M.D,S. - 42092/6, Appx 645, 620, 2 Dec)

121, The main event of 3 Dec was the beginning of the
battle for the Monte Camino massif in the area of Fifth
American Army but the actions of 5 Brit Corps were also
recorded in the War Diary of A.,0.K, 10:

In the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div the enemy,
supported by 15 tanks, forced our forward
elements in the area of Frisa to withdraw to
the north bank of the Moro., Advancing along:
the coast and from the South, and supported
by 30 tanks, against light combat outposts,
the enemy succeeded temporarily in breaking
into the town of S, Vito, In this area the
enemy is bringing up further forces from the
South,

The German forces in the S, Vito area on 3 Dec were shown

on the situation maps as being 1 and 2 Bns 361 Gren Regt

1l Coy 26 Pz Recce Bn, 90 Pz Gren Div had assumed command

of the whole coastal sector at 1430 hrs, (G.,M.D,S, -~ 42092/1,
3 Dec; 42092/16, 3 Dec)

122, Further west, 2 N.Z., Div was exerting pressure and
hoped to break through the new German line along the lateral
Ortona = Orsogna - Guardiagrele,

3 Dec 1010 hrs

Lemelsen: Strong enemy pressure on Orsogna
and Melons,

Kesselring: We must hold there at -
all costs, The ground therec

is so favourable that it can be
held with relatively small forces,
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The danger of envelopment for the troops east of Orsogna

was a matter of concern for the Germans, anc the troops in the
area had received orders to hold at all costs. Elements of

2 N.Z. Div had entered the eastern parts of Orsogna early in
the day, but the locality was firmly held by 26 Pz Recce Bn

and some attached units. The advance elements of General
Freyberg's forces were forced to withdraw in a violent counter-
attack by 6 Coy 26 Pz Recce Bn, It became apparent that a strong
and carefully prepared attack would be necessary to d islodge
the Germans. The enemy in the meantine had decided to bring

4 Regt 1 Para Div into the salient to relieve 26 Pz Recce Bn,
(G.M,D.S. - 42092/6, Appx 667, 3 Dec; 43872/13, 3 Dec;
43873/19, 4 Dec)

123, On 4 Dec, 90 Pz Gren Div was forced out of S. Apolll~-
nare and declded to withdraw across the Moro in the afternoon.
In anticipation of the expected attempts of 5§ Brit Corps to
break through the new main battle line 1ln the Adriatic sector,
76 Corps ordered a regrouping of its forces on 4 Dec. This
Corps order is being permanently retained and appears alse in:
translated form (R.T.10). Regarding the manner in which the
Prospective fightTng was to be conducted the order stated}
'Watchword for one and all: 'Into the Ground!'". Owing to the
recent experience with British alr and artillery bombardments
the German troops were willing and anxious to dig, and what
the Canadians saw from the high ridge overlooking the Moro
valley was indeed a deceptively empty and innocent looking
landscape. (G.M.D.S, - 43005/4, 4 Dec, R.T,10; The Canadian
Army at War, From Pachino to Ortona, p.

124, In the area of 5 Brit Corps the day was mainly one
of preparations and reconnaissance. In the evening, however,

1 Cdn Inf Div launched three different attacks in the salient

of 90 Pz Gren Div, These attacks, the first ones in a series

of bitter struggles, were reflected in the German reports for

6 Dec, In the meantime the battle for the Monte Camino massif
continued in the area of the Fifth Army. A telephone con=-
versation between two German commanders paid a compliment to the
security-mindedness of British troops.

4 Dec 1025 hrs

Westphal: The enemy radio claims that whole
companies of our troops are deserting.

Wentzell: He took 48 men of one company of
104 Bn, that is about all, It is
the battalion that made the counter-
attack. But men from another battalion
have unfortunately given full information.
The British wirelessed the Interrogation
reports to the rear and we intercepted
them, :

Westphals; Our men do that all the time.

Wentzell: Yes, it 1s very annoying. You can get
nothing out of the British but our own
men tell everything,

Westphal: They have given information about the
Camino sector?

Wentzell: Yes; where our reserves are, ete.
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At 2305 hrs the Chief of Staff of 76 Corps telephoned to
A,0,K. 10 and reported that 1 Cdn Inf Div and the Armoured
Brigade had been observed in the coastal sector.® (G.M.B.S, =
42092/6, Appx 701, 5 Dec) ;

125, The events of 6 Dec in the sector of 90 Pz Gren
Div were described in the War Diary of A.0.K. in the following
words:

In the area of 90 Pz Gren Div enemy forces

up to battalion strength, and supported by
tanks, attacked during the whole day along

the coast, Under most difficult conditions
and in dense fog it was possible to correct
the situation or to seal off the points

where penetrations had occurred., Villa Roatti
is in the hands of the enemy, Fighting
continues at the extreme left wing of the
Division,

(¢ ,M,D.S, - 42092/1, 6 Dec)

126, Villa Roatti had barely heen occupied when German
eounter-attacks began, The defence of the locality by the
‘Princess PatriciasCanadian Light Infantry on 6 Dec has been
des¢ribed in Hist Sec Report No 165, paras 79-87, Paras 83-86
of thls report deal with the second German counter-attack of
the day, The enemy intended to dislodge the Canadian troops
with a combined force of armoured and infantry elements, The
armoured component was 7 Coy 26 Pz Regt, the infantry came
from 2000rent Regt at Crecchio, A combat report by the
commanding officer of the German armoured company appears

in the appendices to the War Diary of 26 Pz Div, In the words
of the enemy it contains a graphic description of the damage
the Patricias inflicted on this company of enemy elite troops.
A translation of the document appears as Appendix "O", Further
information about this particular attack is found Tn the War
Diary of Headquarters 26 Pz Div, in a special "Observation":

Pobenss e
e Yl
14 Bokegd
f- 07

The fallure was not only caused by the

excellent fire discipline of the enemy,

who let our tanks approach to within

50 metres and then destroyed them, but.

also by the lack of cooperation of our

017 own arms; the attack went in without

artillery support,
(G.M.D,S. = 43873/24, 7 Dec; 43873/14,
6 Dec) :

127, On the same day, while Marshal Kesselring was waiting
for Hitler's permission to withdraw from the untenable Monte
Camino massif, General Lemelsen discussed the situation on the
Adriatic front with the Commander of 76 Corps. According to

the sketchy synopsis of this conversation, Lemelsen spoke of

the apparent concentration of armoured forces on the coast

and sald that it was important that nothing should go amiss

in the coastal sector, General Herr pointed out that only one
company of the Tank Battalion of 90 Pz Gren Div had arrived

and that, like the rest of the divisién, it had never been

in action before, Lemelsen thought it would be good to have

at least "something" to oppose an enemy who was attacking :
with three brigades and concentrating further forces in the area,

® The designation of this formation had in the meantime been

changed from 1st Canadian Army Tank Brigade to 1lst Canadian
Armoured Brigade,.
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The discussion regarding possibles reserves remained -incon-
clusive however, and the lack of fresh reserves was further
illustrated by the reappearance of decimated 65 Inf Div in

the quiet sector on the right of 26 Pz Div. The records do

not show whether it was a routine precaution or whether the
Army Commander took a graver view of the situation; in any
event during the evening of the day he sent the following order
to 76 Corps:

6 Dec 1125 hrs Independently of the
fighting in the present line,
76 Corps will reconnoitre and
prepare rear positions in the
general 1ine:

Pretoro - mouth of Foro river, or
Pretoro - Chieti - west bank of

Pescara river, or
Pretcro - M 04 (between Manopello
and Casalincontrado - M 31 (NW
Pallazone on Via Tiburtina) - west
bank of Pescara river.

(G.M.D.S. - 42072/7, Appx 720, 722, 6 Dec)

128, An entry in the War Diary of 76 Corps on 6 Dec dealt
with the line-up of its formetions.

Arrangements effective at 1700 hrs, 7 Dec:

1 Para Div (with 3 High Mountain Bn under command)
65 Inf Div with 4 High Mountain Bn, 4 Para Regt,
2 Bn 1 Para Regt
26 Pz Div with 2 Bn 146 Regt
90 Pz Gren Div (with Div Rifle Bn 65 and 26 Pz Recce
Bn under command)

Other documents of the same day indicate that elements of

5 Mountain Div had arrived at Tiburtina and that 14 Army was
organizing and dispatching twelve battallons of fully equipped
Italian construction pioneers for work on the defence positions
of 10 Army. (G.M.,D.S. - 42092/7, Appx 725, 726, 6 Dec;
43005/1, 6 Dec)

129, German records for 7 Dec dealt chiefly with the
artillery barrage on Orsogna and the penetration between
Orsogna and Poggiofiorita. The events in this area were fully
described in the war Diary of 26 Pz Div; the telephone con-
versations of the German commanders, however, show that theilr
main concern was for the area on thc coast.

1000 hrs Runkel to Westphal (German synopsis)

The attacks of yesterday were all
carried out by the Canadians. Mont-
gomery's goal is certainly Pescara.
We hope to stop him.

1920 hrs Lemelsen to Herr (German synopsis)

The main push will be on the coast.
Orsogna2 looks like an attempt to pin us
down during the push on the coast.
Commander 76 Corps should not feel
tempted to move forces from coast to
Orsogna sector.
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2055 hrs Lemelsen to Kesselring (verbatim)

It is my opinion that the attacks in
the area Orsogna - Pogglofiorita are
unimportant, He wants Orsogna for
reasons of prestige but the centre of
gravity remains on the coast,

2145 hrs Runkel - Westphal (verbatim)

Runkel : The New.Zealanders have already
attacked again at Orsogna,

Westphal: Lemelsen says that everything
up .there is all right and that

he is not worried.,

Runkel: Well, we threw him out and
now he is in again, We are
‘counter-attacking and the
fight goes back and farth,
The New Zealanders are pretty

tough,
(G.M,D.S, - 42092/7, Appx 740, 7 Dec)

130, 26 Pz Div had never felt the pressure on Orsogna to

be an undertaking of secondary importance, and the commander

of 76 Corps now shared this opinion, By the evening the new

gogngption had been passed along and Lemelsen reported to
.B.SW:

2215 hrs Quite a bit of action at 76 Corps,
Apparently the centre of gravity is
not merely on the coast but extends
as far down as Orsogna and Melone.,®

(G.M.D.S, = 42092/7, Appx 755, 8 Dec)

131, Regarding the advance of the Canadians along the
coast, 76 Corps reported that an advarce of two enemy groups
along the coastal road had led to a penetration of the German
main defence line, About the fighting at Roatti it was '
reported that it had been impossible to correct the situation,
but that the penetration had been sealed off, (G.,M,D.,S, =
43005/1, 8 Dec)

132, On the western part of the front the battle for
Mignano continued on 9 Dec with undiminished fury., In the
Adriatic sector 1 Cdn Inf Bde waged a bitter and successful
fight for the bridgehead of S, Leonardo, In the War Diary
of 76 Corps the engagements in the coastal sector were shown
as follows: - :

On the left wing of 90 Pz Gren Div the enemy
broke through on the coastal road and at

S, Leonardo after heavy shelling, Leonardo
was retaken in the afternoon by heaviest
commitment (8 of our tanks were put out of
action) but the place was lost again at 1630
hrs, Hill 84 which had been retaken in the
morning had to be ceded again under heavy
pressure,

® For key to map code from 9 - 18 Dec see Appsndix "B",
para 10,
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The telephone conversations of the day reveal the first
signs of concern for Ortona:

1110 hrs Wentzell: ,.. Up there he attacks on
the whole front from the coast
to S, Leonardo, Everything
is being taken up there, 2 Bn
3 Para Regt goes to Ortona,

Kesselring: To Ortona?

Wentzell: Yes, so that he will be prevented
from getting there at all costs,

(G.M.Dis. - 43005/1, 9 Decj 42092/7, Appx 776,
9 Dec ;

133, A new schematlc order of battle of 10 Army was

1ssued on 9 Dec, Thlis document appears in photostatic form

as Appendix "P", On the same day a report was prepared showing
the strength™of the Army on 1 Dec, The principal figures of
the report indicate that 15 Army Group in December was opposed
by ground forces of more than 140,000 men,

Officers N.C.08 O.Rs Totel

Army 4,024 18,520 89,485 112,029

Air Forg¢e Ground 754 - 4,802 21,250 26,806

Combat Troops

S.5. Combat Troops 23 130 810 963

Auxiliary Volunteers I 1,836 1,836
TOTAL 4,801 23,452 113,381 141,634

(G.M,D.S., -~ 42092/7, Appx 779 a, b, ¢, 9 Dec;
Appx 778, 9 Dec dated 10 Dec)

134, The attempts of the Canadian brigades on 10 Dec to
advance from the bridgeheads met with determined resistance,
As the war diaries of 90 Pz Gren Div have not been found, the
information from enemy sources remains limited; the condensed
presentation in the diary of 76 Corps seems to contain most of
the information available:

10 De¢ Advancing from point 84, the enemy attacked
S. Donato in the late hours of last evening
and occupiled the locality, Our own counter=-
attack in the early morning hours, on both
sides of point 115, 1 km west of S, Leonardo,
was rendered ineffective by heavy enemy
shelling, Shertly before noon, supported by
tanks and using smoke, the enemy attacked
from Leonardo in a northwesterly direction
and on Torre, He was stopped west of Torre,
Torre was occupied by the enemy with two
companles and about ten tanks, In the after=
noon the enemy continued his attacks from
Leonardo to the Northwest and from Torre to
the West, These attacks were halted by
concentrated fire from all weapons. Flve
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enemy tanks were hit, At 1500 hrs an
enemy attack with tanks, on both sides
of hill 84, was repelled in a counter-
attack, During the course of a renewed
attack on hill 84, six enemy tanks
succeeded in breaking through but four
of them were destroyed,

Enemy: A continuation of the attacks must
be expected, Intentions: To hold present
positions and to carry out an attack with
the limited objective of disturbing the
enemy preparations at S, Leonardo,

(G, M.D.S., - 43005/1, 10 Dec)

The telephone conversations of the day provide some

additional information:

10 Dee¢ 1135 hrs Wentzell: Just a moment ago I talked to

Claer,®

Altenstadt is at the front; we

have no clear picture of 361 GrenReg*,
On the coast the pressure seems

- to be increasing, At S, Leonardo
there was terpific shelling and
no success was obtained,

Westphal: Oh yes! The counter-attack
falled?
Wentzell: I think they gave up as there
was no hope of succeeding,
Westphal: The Fleld Marshal has givon orco. -
to draw as many reserves as
possible into this area,
Wentzell: The Engineer battalion of 90
Pz Gren Div has now been taken
to Ortona,
136, During the course of the next ten days the Canadian
forees were held up in their advance to Ortona by the desperate
resistance of German troops operating in terrain overwhelmingly
favourable to the deferder, On 11 Dec the sector nearest to
the coast was held by 1 Bn 200 Gren Rogt, 1 Coy of the battallon
' “ay was in the Berardi area, During the day it had become clear
' .that an advance to Tollo could not be accomplished without hard
fighting, The Germans considered the day as a defensive success:
By 1400 hrs an enemy penetration 2 km north
of Leonardo was cleared up after three attacks by 1
coz 200 Gren Regt in hard fighting, A counter-
attack at 1600 hrs reached point 115 and gaincd some
ground to the South of 1t, The main defence
line was again firmly in our hands.
‘, % Major v, Claer was Ops Offr 76 Corps, C, of S.. 76 Corps

was 111; his substitute was Colonel Hans Georg Schmidt
Ve Altenstadt, previously C, of S, 51 Mountain Corps,
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141, A.postscript to the daily report of A,0.K. 10
indicated that 1 Bn 3 Para Regt was now also moving to the
coast, War Diary 76 Corps dealt with the condition of

90 Pz Gren Div:

A great fighting value can no longer be
ascribed to 90 Pz Gren Div, The units have
_become badly mixed and the troops are '
exhausted, The fighting value of at least
two battalions has been used up, The
present positions can only be held by
bringing in new battalions, which makes 1t
necessary to bring new units into the old
sector of 1 Para Div,

(6.M.D.S., - 42092/8, Appx 857b, 13 Dec;
43005/1, 13 Dec)

142, On 13 Dec C, of S, 76 Corps still belleved that
with the arrival of 1 Para Div 1t would be possible to under-
take an advance in a southerly direction via Casa Berardil,

1 Para Div had been in a quiet sector and had been freshened
ups, During a telephone conversation on this day General
Lemelsen stated:

1130 hrs (Lemelsen - Herr)

The fighting strength of the paratroops
is not as bad as it is always made out
to be; it has been increased by the
arrival of young reinforcements and can
be considered as normal.®

(G.M,D.S. - 42092/8, Appx 860, 13 Dec)

143, Casa Berardl was finally taken by the Royal 22e Regimen
on 14 Dee, Detailed accounts of the bravery and the sacrifices
of the battalion have been laid down in many official accounts,
To the Germans the Canadian breakthrough in the Berardi area

was a severe blow, The day's fighting was reflected in the

enemy dlaries by unusually long and detailed remarks,

War Diary A,0.K., 10, 14 Dec:

action by the embittered fightiAg™Tm=the "
“Ortona area, Bysecrificing the last resources

it was possible to deny the enemy a further
exploitation of his initial succesa.[“Iﬁ must '
be said however, that bad weather deprived the
enemy of his customary air support,

This day was characterized as a day of major %EEf
P

LB

In the area of 90 Pz Gren Div, supported by
tanks and heavily increased artillery fire.
the enemy continued his attacks, It was

® On 9 Dec 1 Para Div reported a total strength of 11,864
all ranks, (including 19,7% on leave), (G.M.D.S. - 42092/8,
Appx 836, 12 Dec)
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possible to stem the attacks on the left

and right wingsof the Division, but after

an artillery barrage of over six hours'
duration the enemy succeeded in breaking
through at point 155. The tanks which had
broken through were stopped south of S. Elena.

A concentric attack on the enemy who had
broken through was carried out by the
following units:

From the South:; Group Behr with 2 Bn 200 Regt
and another detachment that
had been raked up;

Adjoining Behr Group Brand with parts of 93

in the North: Eng Bn (26 Pz Div), ¢ Heavy
Tank Company with other elements
picked up in the area and 35
tanks from the North, Group
Heilmann with 2 Bn 1 Para Regt,
2 companies 3 Eng Bn (3 Pz Gren
Div), 15 Tanks and some assault
guns;

To seal off the Group Ziegler with remnants of
area west of the 361 Gren Regt, mass of Anti-Aircraft
penetration: artillery and some tanks.

Moving towards the area of the penetration are
1 Bn 3 Para Regt and the Regiment Liebach (Army
Group Reserve).

(GeM.D.S. =~ 42092/8, 14 Dec)

144, The implications of the Canadian breakthrough werse
fully realized by the enemy.

War Diary 76 Corps (14 Dec):

Enemy will bring up further forces and tanks (;} aﬂ?'-
and, In“the exploitation of today's success, R PF ot
presumably will take Ortona.

The prolonged telephone conversations of the day showed that
the Germans were scraping bottom with regard to quick reserves
and that 90 Pz Gren Div was roundly blamed for the reverse.

1125 hrs Wentzell - v. Altenstadt

The situation 1s very tense. Either today ‘
dF tomorrow it will lead to serious
developments. ceives
something tagéﬁgge (in the form of reserves)

or "it“will ha o adopt another method

of figﬁﬁlng.

1210 hrs Wentzell - v, Altenstadt
Wentzell: I will endeavour to get the

Army Group Reserve to the
coast (Regt Liebach).
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1230 hrs Wentzell - v, Altenstadt

The news has. just been received that down
here the last brigade of the Canadians has
been taken away and the worn out 78th
Division is moving in,® This seems to
prove that there are no other forees behind
the Canadians up there, Intention of the
Canadians will be to take Ortona, They
could not get through on the coast and now
are trying further along the main road to
Orsogna, When they have erossed it they
will wheel around and press on towards
Ortona, The Corps is trying to prevent
this with the last available forees, New
declsions cannot be made in this situatlion,
one must try to throw in everything to
prevent the Canadlians from succeeding,

1625 hrs, Lemelsen - Herr 2

Herr: Heilmann (Commander 3 Para Regt)
ms%&t even _now, one. ought.to
change tactics and withdraw- to- :

»

‘ths “motntalns, If reserv

.. s _sﬂ.ari.r_i_xﬁ;
“tomorro wil)l be possible. to...

-

old, otherwlse only a delaying
\lr;' ~—.aetTon 15 possible, s
u) Lemelsen: The Field Marshal will be asked
) "11 'JP for a decision; he has nothing
djﬁ" bJ left to throw in either,
kaWJ*fﬂ '1920 hrs, Lemelsen - Herr
L] '
S ¥ Tt was o sorious dociston to make Lisbach
“@J .r irmy Group Reserve) avallabBle,
o 2230 hrs, Wentzell - Ve Altenatédf“tffom German synopsis,

C, of S, 10 Army tells C, of S, 76 Corps
after conversations with 0,B.SW that every=- \
..m-iﬁs has tgbathrmnifmﬁm&%m Corps
. T g_i_c} responsible:for: 'm:--‘aeaiim&ni?ﬁ« gft.ha

w@nemy. penetration, C, of S, 76 Corps states
that the best and most efficlient commanders
have been sent to the front and that all
that can be done is being done,

1240 hrs, Kesselring - Lemelsen

Kesselring: For two months now I have not
been able to exerelse proper
command because everything
evaporates between my fingers
and runs down like water from
the mountains,

®» While thls conversation was being held, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was

indeed not 1n the area of Castel dl Sangro but was busy
throwing the Germans out of Casa Berardi,
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Lemelsen: This whole thing must be blamed
on the complete failure of 90
Pz Gren Div.,

Kesselring: It is that outfit's own fault.

Lemelsen: Wherever Heidrich is, everything
goes all right. ... The enemy
advancing along the coast was
flatly thrown back by Heidrichj;
others let themselves simply
be overrun.

(GeM.D.S. - 42092/8, Appx 878, Tel Cons 14
Dec, 26 pages)

145. Fighting in the coastal sector continued on 15 Dec,
but the troops on both sides were thoroughly exhausted and no
ma jor action developed. With Colonel Baade, the ace trouble-
shooter of 10 Army, in command of 90 Pz Gren Div, 76 Corps had
hopes again that further Canadian advances could be stemmed,
particularly as the lack of immediate exploitation of the
breakthrough seemed to prove that no other formations were
behind the Canadians, The following signal was sent to 90 Pz
Gren Divg :

Everything now depends on the incipient
defensive success being realized by combined
operations of all available infantry, artillery
and armour. For this purpose all units in the
area are herewlth placed under command of 90 Pz
Gren Div:

On the same day 0.B.SW ordered the immediate dispatch of Pz
Recce Bn Hermann Goering to Chieti as Army Reserve, (G.M.D.S. =
43005/1, 15 Dec; 42092/8, Appx 908, 15 Dec)

146. During the night 15/16 Dec, the 6th American Corps
had taken Monte Lungo, thus forcing a German withdrawal from
.the main Bernhard positions and casting ahead the shadow of
future attacks on Monte Cassino. In the early afternoon the
Commander of German 14 Corps requested and obtained permission
for withdrawals in the area of the breakthrough. Only an hour
later, the commander of 76 Corps reported the necessity of
withdrawals in the coastal sector. At 1915 hrs he received
the consent of A.0.K. 10:

1) Authority is herewith granted to 76 Corps
to fight a delaylng action to the reconnoitred
position Pretoro - Villamagna.

2) It will ‘-be the task of the Corps to conduct
the fighting in such a manner that the
enemy -will be able to gain new ground only
at the cost of hard fighting. The intention
to withdraw must be concealed in order to
prevent him from following quickly over
ground cheaply gained. This movement could
only be called successful if the casualties
inflicted on the enemy were so great that
he would be unable to attack the new defence
line for o me time and that not without
bringing up fresh forces, ...
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While the Canadian brigades were orgnnizing the attack on

the cruclal cross-roads northeast of Casa Berardl, the left

wing of 5 Brit Corps increased pressure along the Ortona =
Orsogna lateral and obtalned possession of point 198, According
to German reports the artillery barrage on their positions was

a shoot of 12,000 rounds, The advance battalion of Army Group
Reserve Liebach was caught in this fire and lost 50% of its
effectives on its first day in action,® (G.M.D.S, - 42092/1,

16 Decy 42092/8, Appx 924, 16 Dec)

147, On 17 Dec the centre of 5 Brit Corps continued 1its
gradual advance and forced the Germans to abandon the Consalvi -
fraction of the Bernhard line, 1 Cdn Inf Div carried out some
exploratory attacks and reported a noticeable thinning out of
the German lines, A lengthy appreciation of the situation by

76 Corps was received at A,0,K, 10 on the same day., %76 Corps
found a certain amount of satisfaction in the fact that the
British advance had been slowed down after the crossing of the
Sangro, High praise was given to the efforts of 1 Para Divj;

of 65 Inf and 90 Pz Gren Divs it said that due to lack of battle
experlence they were unable to cope with the extremely difficult
,8ltuations, After the usual remarks about the superiority 1in
material of the Allled forces the report went on to state:

The troops from the Dominions - uscd to lifc
in the open - showed particular aptitude for
attacks during the night and in fog,

(G.,M.,D,S. - 42092/8, Appx 943a, 17 Dec)

148, A conference between Marshal Kesselring, General
Lemelsen and the Corps Commander was held on 17 Dec at Head-
quarters 76 Corps, General Lemelsen advocated an attack on

the left flank of the Eighth Army, east of the Maiella massif,
The temporary attachment of 29 Pz Gren Div for this purpose

was suggested, Marshal Kesselring however pointed out that

the division was needed in the Rome area,®™™ (G.M,D.S. - 42092/8,
Appx 943b, 17 Dec) '

149, Lemelsen seems to have been convinced that it would
be possible to destroy the elements of the Eighth Army that
were north of the Sangro, On 21 Dec he confirmed his verbal
statements in a letter to 0.B.SW: '

In accordance with the repeatedly expressed
desire of 10 Army to change over to offensive
warfare as soon as possible, I believe that

the time has come for the thorough annihilation
of Brit Eighth Army., ..

®¥ Appendices to the War Diary of 26 Pz Div contain many
combat reports submitted by company commanders of 26 Pz
Regt regarding the fighting with elements of 8 Ind and
2 N.Z. Divs, Apparently as early as 1943, the Germans
experlenced a shortage of competent field officers, The
reports at times are quite critical of the disastrous
orders that were gilven to experienced armoured troops by
senior officers of 90 Pz Gren Div who had no comprehension
of the tactics of tank warfare. (G.M.,D.S, - 43873/19,
Appx 14-24)

®%x A map with changed reference points was taken into use on
19 Dec, (See Appendix "B", para 11)



A translation of this letter appears as Appendix "Q". 1In

the same sealed folder of "Top Secrct Command Matters"
(Chefsachen) that contained Lemelsen's letter, there appeared
also a holograph by Commander 76 Corps, dated 20 Dec. In
this letter General Herr pointed out that he held the moment
opportune for an encirclement of the highly concentrated
forces of the Eighth Army, A translation of a typed copy

of this letter appears as Appendix "R". (G.M,D.S, - 42092/18,
Chefsachen, 21 Dec (Lemelsen's letter); C,M,D,.S. - 42092/18
Chefsachen, 20 Dec (Herr's letter); G.M.D,S, - 43005/1, Appx 72,
26 Dec (typed copy of Herr's letter); G.M.,D,S. - 43005/1,

26 Dec, 42092/1, 29 Dec)

150, No documents have hitherto been found that would

shed light on Kesselring's conception of the contemplated
offensive, That he gave 1t serious consideration must be
concluded from an entry in the War Diary of the Armed Forces
Operations Staff (Wehrmachtsfuehrungsstab) on 27 Dec for 23 Dec:

[ 0,B,SW advised by teletype that he intended to

carry out an offensive with concentrated forces

and limited objective against Eighth Army.

He asked for an examination of the Air Force and
supply prcblems of such an undertaking., eee

0,B.SW is now being informed that the Fuehrer has
given the order to desist from the planned offensive in
view of the inability of the Air Force to meet
requirements and of the fact that certaln formations
in this theatre are slated for transfer tc 0,B. West
and therefore to be relieved,

M(ulﬂf‘sl' )’

W d- “31 (6.M,D,S, = War Diary of Armed Forces Ops

AL .Staff (W.,F,St), Vol 1 Sep - 31 Dec 43
(Uncatalogued at time of writing))

151, Most units of 1 Para Div had now been moved into the
Ortona sector; the few units that remaincd con the right wing

of 76 Corps were formed into Battle Group Schulenburg, Divisional
Headquarters had becen established at Miglianico, (three and a
half miles from the coast between the rivers Foro and Dentolo).
Command of the coastal sector was taken over by H,Q, 1 Para Div
on 19 Dec, The area of the division was bounded on the left by
the Adriatic sea and on the right by a line from Point 155 to
Villamegna and from there to Tollo,

152, On 18 Dec a very heavy artillery shoot preceded and
accompanied the attempt of 48 Highrs and R,C,R. to capture the
cross=roads northeast of Casa Berardi, but the frults of the
very costly Canadian attack were only garnered on the next day
when the paratrocpers withdrew in the face of renewed pressure,
The defensivs success of 18 Dec was amply mentioned in German
reports and telephone conversations, but the withdrawal from
the Important cross-roads was not specifically mentioned in

the German reports of 19 Dec, The daily report of 1 Para Div
for 19 Dec read:

During the morning several enemy raids on the
lines of the division were repulsed, After
heaviest artillery preparation the enemy in
strength of two companies attacked three times
during the afternoon in the direction of Ortona
from S, Donato and in the dircction of Point 115
from S, Leonardo, The enemy was stopped in
front of our lines, Enemy assembly positions
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near point 137 were broken up by concentrated
fire from our artillery. Heavy enemy artillery
fire, especially on Villa Grande, Villa S. Tommaso
and west of the crossroads at Casa Berardil.

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/1; 42092/8; 42092/8,
Appx 979; 43005/1, 18,19 Dec)

ORTONA (21 - 28 DEC)

153, If, as the records show, the Germans in their arrogance
and ooncelt belleved that the Allied troops were superior in
materiel but inferior in boldness and audacity, Ortona must have
been a rude awakening and an evil omen for the enemy. In the hope
that the port might be rendered serviceable within a short span of
time, the Eighth Army had desisted from a reduction by bombardment.
In one week of merciless fighting, reinforced 2 Cdn Inf Bde
matched its strength and courage, its morale and training with
that of the enemy and emergzsd the victor.

154. On 21 Dec, L. Edmn ~, advanced from the outskirts of

the town into the town proper as far as Piazza Vittorio. During
this dey 1 Para Div failed to keep 76 Corps fully informed; thse
daily report stated merely that an enemy attack southwest of
Ortona had been repulsed. At the German High Command the silence
was taken as a sign of bad news and it was believed that Ortona
had been lost. 21 Dec 1205 hrs: .

Westphals The High Command called me on the
phone. Everybody was very sad about
Ortona.

Wentzell: Why, Ortona is still in our hands.

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/1, 21 Dec; 42092/8,
Appx 1026, 21 Dec)

155, The events of 22 Dec in the Ortona salient appeared
in the daily report of A.0.X. 10 as follows:

Enemy attacks in the morning on Villa Grande

and the ground east and west ©of it were repulsed.
Two attacks in the morning from the South

towards Ortona were followed in the afternoon

by three fresh attacks, which continued into

the evening. In the end the enemy had two
regiments committed.® 1In hard house to house
fighting all encmy attacks collapsed in the

fire of our own weapons... -« Enemy attacks were
supported by heavy fighter-bomber and artillery y
fire on the main defence line of the Divislon..,. .
3 Bn 1 Para Regt will reach the area near the
mouth of the Foro river by noon 23 Dec.

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/8, Appx 1045, 22 Dec)

¥ The designation of both Canadian units in Ortona contained
the word "Regiment"., In the sense of Army organization
however, they wére battalions. The German repart, speaking
of two regiments, was either based on misinformation or
calculated to create the impression that the paratroops had
been attacked by two brigades. \
/
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156, Al though the Edmontons were fighting in the streets
of Ortona on 22 Dec and the report of 1 Para Div spoke of hard
house to house fighting, the War Diary of A,0,K. 10 shows the
surprising entry:

Contrary to the reports of the opponents ;ha
enemy is still outside Ortona (vor Ortona).

Headquarters 10 German Army were evidently under the impression
that the situation at Oprtona had been stabilized; the Army
Commander sent a special message of cqommendation to 1 Para Div;
an entry in the War Diary A.0,K. 10 read:

The telephone conversations of the dag reflect
the confidence which is felt at Army Headquarters
regarding the developments on the left wing.

(G.,M,D,.S, = 42092/1, 22 Dec; 42092/8,
Appx 1048, 22 Dec)

157, The situation map of A,0,K, 10 for 23 Dec shows the
following locations for the units of 1 Para Div in the sector:

2 Bn 3 Regt at Ortona

3 Bn 3 Regt S.E. of S, Nicola

1 Bn 3 Regt at Villa Grande

2 Bn 1 Regt at S, Tommaso

1l Bn 4 Regt S.E,., Tollo

2 Bn 4 Regt at Torre Mucchia

3 Bn 1 Regt at mouth of Foro river

H, Q. 1 Para Div at Miglianico

H.Q, 3 Para Regt between S,TOmmaso and Torre Mucchia

On 24 Dec, 2 Bn 4 Regt and 3 Bn 1 Regt were shown as moving to
Ortona; on the next day all battalions in the salient were
shown as being at the front, The divisional reserve consisted
of a mere company of 1 Bn 4 Regt, at Tollo., With the exception
of vehicles on the coast road there were no other German troops
between Ortona and Pescara, The situation map of 27 Dec shows
the threatening encirclement of Ortona as a result of the drive
of 1 Cdn Inf Bde on S, Nicola and S, Tommaso. The enemy units
that had been forced back by these attacks were: 3 Bn 3 Regt,
2 Bn'l Regt ard 3 Bn 4 Regt. At Ortona on 27 Dec were 2 Bn

4 Regt amd 2 Bn 3 Regt, The latter unit had borne the brunt of
the fighting for the towh, (G.M.D.S. - 42092/17, 23-27 Dec)

158, German optimism regarding the situation at Ortona
began to vanish with the belated admission on 23 Dec that the
town had been penetrated, War Diary A,.0.K, 10:

On the left wing of 1 Para Div the enemy has been
attaeking Ortona since morning with two
battalions, supported by flame throwers and

17 tanks which are being used as artillery.

Owing to the number of our own casualties, the
more remote and southernmost positions had to

be abandoned afdter exceedingly hard fighting,

(G.M,D.S, - 42092/1, 23 Dec)
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While the fighting was raging at Ortona, there was

a lull in the operations on the other scgtore' of the front,
A deeision of wider interest was taken however on 23 Dec,
when Hitler terminated protracted discussions concerning the
fate of the monastery of Cassino by ordering its ineclusion
in the main defence line. .

16Q.

161,
discussed

A 0,K. 10 to 14 Corps, 23 Dec, 1220 hrs:

On orders received from the Fuehrer, Monte Cassino
is to be included in the defence line and to be
fortified like other parts of the "Fuehrer-Riegel"
position,

(G.M.D.S., - 42092/1, 23 Dec; 42092/9,
Appx 1066, 23 Dec)

The engagements of 24 Dec were reported as follows:

1 Para Div: In the middle of the divisional front
the enemy, supported by 6 tanks,
attacked the left wing of 3 Bn 3 Regt
at about 0800 hrs and achieved a
penetration after infllecting numerous
casuvalties on ow own troops, During
the day the enemy infiltrated our main
defence line over a width of about 500
metres ard to a depth of about 200 metres.
Counter=-attack of 3 Bn 3 Regt remained
ineffective, Enemy occupied the heights
on both sides of S, Nicola, In hard
house to house fighting enemy advanced
to the centre of Ortona, Heavy fighting
continuwes, Two enemy attacks on Villa
Grande have been repulsed,

(G,M.D.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1079, 24 Dec)

Early on the morning of 25 Dec Lemelsen and Kesselring
the situation at Ortona over the telephone:

Lemelsen: ese 12 heavy mortars have now become
avallable up there, and the artillery
is belng regrouped,

Kesselring: The mistake was that 2 Bn 4 Regt was
kept too far back, It 1s clear that
we do not want to defend Ortona
decisively but the English have made
it appear as important as Rome,

hemelsen: It costs so much blood that it cannot
be Justified,

Kesselring: No, but then you can do nothing when
things develop in this manner; it 1is
only too bad that Montgomery was right
for once and the world press makes
80 mueh '‘of 1ts +9+e

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1099, 25 Dec)
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162, Of the fighting in Ortona on Christmas day the
Germans reported:

In Ortona the enemy attacked all day long with
about one brigade supported by 10 tanks, In

very hard house to house fighting and at the

eost of heavy ecasual ties to his own troops, the
enemy advanced to the market square in the
southwestern part of the town, The battle there
is espeelally violent, Our own troops are using
flame~-throwers, hand grenades and the new bazookas
(0Ofenrohre).

With regard to the somewhat confused fighting in the western
part of the salient the Germans mentioned that a counter-attack
of 3 Bn 1 Regt had reﬁained~the height 1 km east of S, Nicola,
(G.M,D,S, - 42092/9, Appx 1097, 1098, 25 Dec)

163, Although the German High Command had refused to
sanction the organization of a third Corps Headquarters on

the Italian front, A,0.K, 10 had found it necessary to create
something of a similar nature, At 1800 hrs, 25 Dec, "Corps
Group Hauck" assumed command of the central sector of the long
Italian front, On the same day Armg Headquarters advised 76
Corps of the pending arrival of an "East" battalion of 162 Inf
Div (Ture) for construction work in the Foro defence line,*
The degree of urgency and importance ascribed to this work may
be gauged by the fact that the rall movement of this battalion
was given priority over the frontward movements. of 334 Inf Div,
(G.M,D,S, = 42092/9, Appx 1103, 1104, 25 Dec)

164, On 26 Dec, fighting in the whole sallent raged back
and forth, According to the dailly report of 76 Corps:

all reserves available on the left wing of
the Corps had been committed,

In the afternoon 48 Highrs succeeded in widening the bulge from
S.Tommaso in a northeasterly direction, Of the support received
from the Canadian armoured forces the War Diary of 48 Highrs
said: "This was the most effective use of tanks this unit has
made", " The report of 1 Para Div acknowledged the advance in

the following words:

In the centre of the divisional front the enemy
attacked at about 1530 hrs with one reinforced
battalion supported by 16 tanks in the direction

of Point 100 (1 km N,E, Villa S. Tommaso) and succeeded
in advancing to this point,

(w,D.,, 48 Highrs, 26 Dec; G.M,D.S. =- 42092/9,
Appx 1117, 26 Dec)

165, The last day of large -scale fighting in the Ortona
salient was 27 Dee, With Canadian pressure continuing undiminished,
76 Corps realized that further fighting in the face of the complete
lack of qulck reserves would bring about the destruction of 1 Para
Div in a situatlion already beyond remedy. Lit-Gen Heidrich,
commander 1 Para Div, had left for Germany on 26 Dec to take some
leave, On the occasion of later interrogation by Allied Intelle
igenee officers, Heldrich sald that at the time he believed the

“

% Turcomans from Turkestan and the Caucasus, with German cadres,
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situation to have been more or less stabilized. 1In the absence
of any records of 1 Para Div it cannot be ascertained whether
or not the division reported its situation as hopeless. Their
orders had been "to hold Ortona". The general tone of the
telephone conversations between 76 Corps and 10 Army seems to
indicate however that an earlier withdrawal would have been
understood. In any event, on the morning after the departure
of Heldrieh, General Herr requested authority to withdraw from
Ortona.

27 Dec, 1100 hrs, (German synopsis):

Ops Offr 76 Corps: As the units are gradually wasting
away and fighting strength is
being reduced, General Herr feels
that he must make the decislion
to take the line back to Torre
Mucchia - west of Villa S. Tommaso -
west of Villa Grande - Casa Vezzani,
(as discussed last night) (sic).

Wentzell: '(After consultation with Lemelsen)

Army Commander gives consent to
immediate beginning of preparations
for withdrawal. The movement may
be carried out during the night.

(Special Interrogation Report, General
Heidrich, Hist Sec C.M.H.Q., 13 Nov 46;
G.MoDoSv = 42092/9, 27 Dec 45)

166, On 27 Dec the commanding heights of the Maiella massif
were taken from 5 Mtn Div by Moroccan troops. This ended all
German speculation regarding the possibility of a flank attack

on the Eighth Army. In the evening 76 Corps received orders to
disengage all units of the Army Group Reserve Llebach and to
arrange for t heir transfer to XI Corps near Rome. Furthermore,

Pz Recce Bn Hermann Goering was to be withdrawn from its positio .
on the right wing of 1 Para Div and to'be reunited with the mass
of the Division. (G,M,D,S, - 42092/9, Appx 1139, 27 Dec;

0.B.SW, 28 Dec) :

167. Early on 28 Dec Canadian patrols established the fact
that the enemy had withdrawn during the night. The events of
the day, as seen by the enemy, were most clearly described in
the War Diary of 76 Corpa:

The withdrawal movements of 1 Para Div during
the course of last night were not disturbed by
the enemy. In the early hours of the morning

® Telephone conversation Kesselring =~ Lemelsen, 23 Dect

Kesselring: I received a terrific blast from the
Reichmarschall today. He said that
I had no understanding for his division
and demands that it be committed as a
compact force and not piecemeal with
the Recce people at one coast and the
infantry at the other, L

(¢.M,D.S. - 42092/9, Appx 1065, 23 Dec)
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extremely heavy artillery fire on road Villa
Grande - Tollo,” Immediately thereafter enemy
felt his way forward and reached the destroyed
bridge over the Arielll at 0900 hrs., Enemy
infantry in strength of about two companies is
digging in at that place, An enemy attack in
strength of about two companies at 1500 hrs on
the outposts of 3 Bn 3 Regt at S, ¥Vicola was

. stopped, Our own artillery and mortars delivered
three sudden concentrations of fire on Ortona,
On The left wing of the divisional front the
enemy advanced to point 60 and is digging in at
that point,

(G,M,D,S, - 43005/1, 28 Dec)

168, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was ncw taken into the front line again,
On 29 Dec 1t was charged with the exploitation of the gains

that had beon made by 1 and 2 Bdes in the preceding days. The
Carleton and Yorks were pressing forward along the coast road
towards Point 59 (Torre Mucchi:?. The area of Point 60 (Punta
di Ferracio) was taken, but the attack came to a halt when it
reached the enemy main line near Point 59, The German battaliocn
there was 1 Bn 1 Regt, the unit had been transferred from the .
right wing of 76 Corps to the coast during the night 27/28 Dec.®
The vigour of the attempted exploltation was strongly emphasized
in the daily report of 1 Para Div:

After two emblttered enemy attacks along the
coast road on our combat outposts at Point 60,
our own forces withdrew to the main defence
line after emblttered fighting.

(G,M.D,S, - 43005/1, 29 Dec; 42092/9,
Appx 1172, 29 Dec)

169, After several days of severe winter weather that made
operations virtually impossible, Point 59 (Torre Mucchia) was
finally taken by Carlt & York R. on 4 Jan 44, It was the last
engagement of consequence in this phase of the cempaign and was
reflected in the War Diary of A,0,K. 10 by the following entry:

After heavy artillery preparation, which lasted
for 30 minutes, the enemy attacked in a surprise
rald along the coastal road in battalion strength
at 1530 hrs and under cover of smoke succeeded in
capturing the coastal tower and the slope of the
hill to the northeast of Torre Mucchia, The
enemy penetration was sealed off by 1 Bn 1 Para
Regt., The number of casualties was high., A
counter-attack by 2 Bn 1 Para Regt with the
purpose of recapturing the old main battle line
had no success.,

(G.M.D.S., - 42092/19; 4 Jan 44; 42092/20,
Appx 78a, 4 Jan 44)

¥ Battle Group Schulenburg was relieved by 577 Regt. = 1 Bn
1 Para)Regt has reached its divisional sector, (0.B.SW,
28 Dec :
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170, On 29 Dec 43 General v, Vietinghoff had resumed
command of 10 Army, On the same day a definite statement
regarding the losses suffered by 1 Para Div during the
fighting in the Ortona sallient was made in a telephone
conversatlion:

0835 hrs (Wentzell = Klinkowstroem)™®

All the battalions of Heldrich have now a strength
of merely one company (120-150 men). The necessary
steps to obtain reinforcements will be taken,

The daily casualty reports of 76 Corps to A,0,.K, 10 show the
casualties that were reported by 1 Para Div during the period
of the fighting for Ortona:

(a: Offrs; b: N.,C,0s; ¢: O.Rs)

" Date “Dead “Wounded Missing Sick
a b [ a b c a b c a b c

20 Deec - - 4 - - 16 ~ - - - - -
21 Dec - 2 3 - 6 8 - L - - 2
22 Dec - - 4 - - 2 1 2 9 - - -
23 Dec - - 14 - 7 21 1 T 2h - 1 3
24 Dec - ) 5 8 - 2 13 - o i - 1 4
25 Dec) - - 7 - - 3 - 6 25 - - |
26 Dec
27 Dec) 2 13 2 7 70 1 4 58 - 3-8
28 Dec - - 10 X - 1l 1 2 18 -~ - 2

9 days' ‘

Total - S5 63 3 22 134 4 31 170 - 3 20
All

Rarks 68 159 205 23

TOTAL 455

The avallable documents contain no evidenee that would make it
possible to reconcile these figures with the authoritative
statement made by Wentzell, Since the Canadians in Ortona

found the unburied bodies of about 100 paratroopers, it is
certain however that many of those listed as "missing" were
actually killed, (G,M.D.S, - 42092/1, 29 Dec; 42092/9, Appx 1175,
29 Dec; 42092/9, 20-28 Dec)

171, During the last days of the year, fighting ebbed away
in the few sectors of the front that were still active., Increas-
ingly severe winter conditions, the exhaustion of the fighting
troops and the lack of fresh reserve formations on both sides
resulted in a stalemate that was only broken when the Allies
landed at Anzio,

® Colonel Count v, Klinkowstroem (G.S.C.) had relieved Colonel
Schmidt v, Altenstadt as C, of S, 76 Corps on 21 Dec,
(G.M.D.S. = 42092/8, 20, 21 Dec 43) .

L4

}.-.
L.

o
o



a0 =

> b4~ This report has been prepared by Capt A,.G,
Steiger, Historical Section (G.S,).

A4 Keiqer | (epb.
‘Of(C.P. Stacey) Colonel,

Director
Historical Section (G.S.)
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42803 10 Army
43005 76 Corps
43873 26 Pz Divy

48702 14 Corps



APFENDIX “A"

AIPHABETICAL LIST OF GERI.AN NALMES

(The letter ™" following the number of a paragraph
denotes that the reference appears in the footnote.)

v. ALTENSTADT, (Schmidt v. Altenstadt); Col; 135f, 142, 144, 169f

BAADE, ErnstGuenther; Col, (Maj-Gen); 82f, 111, 113, 136, 145
BACKS Col, (Maj-Gen); 67

BERLIN, Hermann; Lt-ColfLt-Gen); 18, 66

Graf y. BERNSTCRFF; Lt-Col; 18

BESSEL, Hans; Maj-Gen(Pion); 96
v.BONIN, Bogislav; Col; 62
BUELOVIUS; General; 82f

v.CLAER; Maj; 18, 135f

EINSTMANN; Lt-Col; 113f, 136, 165
Dr. FRANEK, Friedrich; Maj-Gen; 82f, 107 |
FRIES; Lt-Gen; 18, 30

GRAESER, Fritz Hubert; Lt-Gen; 82f

TR

v.GRAFFEN, Karl; Lt-Gen; 96f
HAUCK, Friedrich-Wilhelm; Lt-Gen; 82f, 163

- HEIDRICH, Richard; Lt-Gen (Gen); 18, 39f, 49f, 59, éli G1f, Bife,

1Y 44 165
L.Ldms)
HEILMANN; Col, 136, 143, 144 ™

HEISTERMANN v, ZIEHLBERG, Gustav (see: v. Ziehlberg]i
HERR, Traugott; General; 18, 24, 30, 45, 127, 144, 146, 148, 150, 165
HITLER, Adolf; 12, 13, 57, 58, 66, 76, 98, 127, 159

Nonna

HUBE, General; 45f

RN R I R R, PL U0 oot 3

JASTER; Maj; 18

JODL, Alfred; Col-Gen; 12, 34, 113 _
KESSELRING, Albert; General Field Marshal; (numerous references)
KEITEL, Wilhelm; General Field Marshal; 12, 35

Graf v. KLINKCWSTROEM; Col; 18, 169, 169f

KRUEGER; Lt-Col; 22, 27

LEMELSEN, Joachim; Col-Gen; 18, 90, 91, 92, 93, 98, 99, 102, 106, 113,
' 120, 122, 127, 129, 130, 142, 148, 149,
161, 165

i s el



Freiherr v, LUETTWITZ; Lt-Gen; 18, 84
LUNGZRSHAUSEN, Carl Hans; Lt-Gen; 18, 84
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v MANDELSLOH; Lt-Col; 22

FFEITFER, Hellmuth; Maj-Gen; 82f

FOLLACK; Lt-Col; 22

RINGEL, Julius; Lt-Gen; 22f

ROIMEL; General Field Marshal; 9

RODT; Maj-Gen; 82f

RUNKEL, Fritz; Col; 18, 46, 66, 77, 84, 84f, 124, 129, 135¢
V. Rupprecht; Lt-Col; 22 ;

SCHELLER; Lt-Gen; 82f

SCHMIDT v. ALTENSTADT; Col; (see; v, Altenstadt)

SCHRANK; Maj-Gen; 82f

SCHULENBURG; Lt-Col; 151, 168f

v, SENGER und ETTERLIN, Fridolin; General; 82f, 93, 146

SICKENIUS, Rudolf; Maj-Gen; 64, 67
SICKENIUS _
STEINMETZ; Lt-Gen; 82f

v. USEDOM; Lt-Col; 22, 85f

UHLIG; Lt-Col; 22

VIEBIG; Col;" 22

v, VIETINGHOFF, Heinrich; Col-Gen; (numerous references)

WENTZELL, Fritz; Col, (Maj-Gen); 18, 77, 84f, 85f, 113, 124, 132, 135,
MNChaanl | 144, 154, 165, 189

WESTTHAL, Siegfried; Lt-Gen, 18, 51, 85f, 98, 108, 113, 120, 124, 129,
135, 154

Y. ZIEHIBERG, Gws tav, (Heistermann v. Ziehlberg); Maj-Gen; 82f, 104,
111




APPEINDIX "B"

NOTES ON THE GERMAN METHOD CF MAP REFERINCE
BY REFERCNCE FOINTS AND ON CCDES USED IN
CONNECTICN TEEREVITH

1) Map references were based on ordinary gridded maps with an
overprint of squares and reference points:. The reference points were
little circles with numbers alongside. The squares were used to
indicate the general area in which a feature was to be found; the

‘ reference points were used to show exactly where in the square the
feature was located. This was done by stating the direction and
distance of the feature from a nearby reference point.

2) For security reasons the souares and reference points were
numbered or lettered in an arbitrary pattern. Diagram A shows the
simplest type of pattern: .

Diagram A
|
|
| 8 27 | a9t |
‘&1 ‘8§
IS _ ok k335
‘79 -78
3) Diagram B shows an example of a map reference. A road

junction is the only topographical feature shown on square 15.
It is assumed that it is situated 1 km south of reference point
79.

Diagram B

‘81 -85

|5
e M9 'f{
Z 78

The map reference would read: rd ject 1 km south 1579

4) Map references were coded by changing the numbers of the
square and reference points according to the code in force at the
moment, To code the map reference in para 3, the coding instructions
might have read: For square 15 use letter ¥, to the number of the
reference point add 4. The coded reference then would have read

Y 83 in place of the original 1579.

5) The method is simple but lends itself t0 an enormous number
of possible mutations. Historical research is facilitated by the
fact that the code was not changed very frequently.

6) The code in force before 7 Sep has not been found, It could
however be broken by deduction from the source material, if necessary
9 with the help of a code expert.
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7) The code in force from 7 Sep to 2 Oct appears below, It
was found in the second volume of Appendices to the War Diary of
76 Corps. (G.M.D.S. - 43005/3)

Code from 7 Sep to 9 Oct 1943

a) Add 10 to the number of all reference points

b) Replace the numbers of the saouares by the following
letters:
3O B 43 A
54 W 59 8
s S5 3 %
16 P 02 F
20 D 06 N
35 L e T
47 R 14 G
41 F 25 X
38 M 50 C
8) According to G.M.D.S. - 43005/1, a new code came into force

on 3 Oct. The key to this code was found in a message from 0.B.S. .
tO A.OoKt 10 in G‘oMaD.S- i 42803/8, A-Pp 261 b, l Oct.

As of 1 Oct the following changes in the reading of the
map of Italy, 1:200 000, come into force:

(i) The rectangles with the violet borders, instead
of being described by two-figure combinations,
are now designated by letters as follows:

56 .7 6 G 41 W
52 9 35 0 59 K
43 v 50 M 21 ‘A
. LY 20 T 02 H
58 X 35 R 06 S
4 v 4 D 26 T
7. e 3 T 14 <8
10 - 9 58 P 25 NN
24 L 43 N

(i1) Add 5 to the number of all reference points.

(Note: Sometimes a new code was not taken into use at the same time
by all formations. Special care nust be taken regarding
the de¢oding of nap. referenccs that were given during
such periods of transition)

9) From 0001 hrs 9 Nov until 2359 hrs 8 Dec, map references of
higher headquarters were based on map Italy 1 : 100,000, No code
was used during this period. Suitable maps are to be found in the
volumes of situation maps of War Diary A.C.K. 10,

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/13/14/15)
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10) A new code was introduced on 9 Nov. A key to it appears
%n Ap§endix 764, War Diary A.0.K.10, 8 Nov: (G.M.D.S. - 42092/7,
Nov '

At 0001 hrs, 9 Nov, the following changes regarding the
reference point map Italy 1:100,000 will become effective:

1) A becomes X 0O becomes B
B F P : 0
C U Q W
D P R dJ
E b S D
F_ Z T R
G H U K
H T vV L
d A W N
K Vv X E <
L S ' c
M Q Z M
N G

2) Add three to the number of each reference point

3) A new issue of the map is in preparation

11) On 17 Dec a second edition of the map Italy 1: 100,000

was issued down to divisions. It had new reference points.
No code was used during the initial period. Map references were
based on this map after 1200 hrs, 19 Dec.

(G.M,D.S. - 42092/8., App 949, 17 Dec)



APPENDIX C*

Top Secret. 30 Aug 43
BY HAND OF OFFICERS ONLY

"AXTS"

In adaption to the developments of the situation in
the Mediterranean and in Italy, the following general
instructions are now given: :

A.

In General

Most important task is the disarmament of the
Italian Armed Farces as fast as possible. Except-
ions will only be made in the case of those units
which offer reliable guarantees of their will to
continue fighting on the side and under the command
of German troops.

The dissolution will be facilitated by the use of
the watchword that the war is ended for the Italians
and that every man, after handing over his arms, may
either return to his civilian occupation or join the
German Armed forces as a helper.

The disarmament will be carried out first and as fast
as possible in the case of the Italian formations
that can be reached quickly, thereafter it will be
gradually extended to all formations.

It.must be made certain that all arms, vehicles, horses,
mules, fuel and other materials will be seized.

It is especially important that the valuable material
of the division "Centauro" be seized or,

at least be rendered useless. German troops from
formationgsin training may be used for this purpose.

In the prosecutioon of these measures, formations of
Militia and of workmen will be formed, and our own
troops will be made fully mobile and all other
supplies will be replenished.

Tasks of the individual Headquarters

1.) C.-in-C. South

(a) Transfer of all German troops in Sardinia
to Corsica. To this and all fortified islands
around Maddelena %ill first be occupied zngd .-
all the fascigststhat have asrrived. there
already will be freed.

Corsica will be defended by, and the island
of Elba placed under the command of G.0.G.
90 Pz Gren Div.
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(b) Return of 10 Army into the Rome sector.

Defence of that sector with all German troops
now there at least until arrival of all
parts of 10 Army in the area.

(c) During the course of these two operations,
demolitions as in enemy country.

(d) Further conduct of operations as ordereé by
Army Group "B",

2. Army Ggouﬁ SR

(a) Strengthening of the protection of all
mountain passes. Use of the local rifle
clubs in the Tyrol and in Carinthia as well
as of the male German population of the
Southern Tyrol. (to be armed with weapons
from Italian booty).

(b) Occupation of the ports of Genea, la Spezia
and Livorno, as well as of Trieste, Fiume
and Pola.

(c) Safeguarding of the most important mountain
passes of the Apennine mountains between
Genoa and Florence, and subsequent advance
of the guarding elements to the line Elba -
Perugia - Porto - Civitanova, for ultimate
fusion with the forces of C,B.S.

(d) Pacification of Northern Italy with the help
of the fascist organizations.

(e) Army Group "B" roeceives the right of issuing
directives to 0.B.S.; it is intended to place
10 Army leter under the command of Army
Group "B"

C.-in-C. West

Occupation of the part of the Italian coast
situated west of the Franco-Itslisn border.

Assumption of command over the whole Southeastern
theatre, including the Aegean Sea, towards this
end occupation of the most important bases, in-
cluding the coastal areas, islands and parts of
islands (Crete, Rhodes,) hitherto occupied by
Italian troops.

Tasks of the Navy

Taking possession of the Italian naval and commereial
ships within reach. In any event prevention of their
going over to the enemy.

The carrying through of the transports required for
the evacuation of Sardinia.
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Maintenance of vital traffic on the sea.

Taking over of the naval tasks in the coastal sectors
hitherto occupied by the Italians.

Assisting the Army in the occupation of the Islands

around Maddalena, the island of Elba and possibly
of further islands in the area of C.-in-C, Southeast.

Tasks of the Air Force

They are enlarged by the taking over of the tasks

of the Italian Air Force. Towards this =nd taking

over of the Italian ground organization, the additional
installations required and the equipment of the Air
Defences, especially the anti-aircraft equipment
provided by Germany.

Prevention of the going over to the enemy of
Italian naval forces and of the misuse of Italian
air - and anti-aircraft equipment.

Transport

Army Group "B", in conjunction with the General for
Transportation in Italy, will take all measures
necessary to prevent any interruption of the rail
gservices.

In Northern Italy the commander of the Army Tran-
sportation Service will make arrangements for German
personnel to take over and operate the rail service;
further south and as far as ROME he will endeavour

to improvise g service with Italian railway personnel.

In the areas to be evacuated, Army Group "B" and
0.B.S. will thoroughly demolish all railway in-
stallations. Italian freignt and supply trains will
be confTiscated if within easy reach of German troops.

C.-in-C. Southeast will ﬁske over the guarding of the
railway lines through Albania from Kral jewo to
Skopl je. ,

Commander Signal Communications takes the measures
necessary to take over Italian signal installations
in thc area of German troops.

Chief of Counter-Intelligence in Foreign Countries
assists the Higher Commanders and the units of the

Armed Forcss in the execution of their tasks, especially
with rezard to border controls and the security of
vulnerable points, (powemstations, railway in-
stallations etc.), the prevention of the going ovar

to the enemy of the Italian Navy and the liaison with
fascist organizations.

A special proclamation will be directed to the
Italian peOple and the Italian Army.
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German Commanders, down to divisional commanders or
officers of equivalent authority, will again be in-
formed orally as far as necessary.

The order for the exccution of thesc tasks will be
given by the High Command of the Armed Forces (by
dispatch of) the code word "Achse"

Local developments may make it nccessary for Cfficers
of the rank of divisional commander, and upwards,
to take these measures on their own init;ative.

Orders previously issued by the High Command of the
Armed Forces are herewith cancelled and are to be
destroyed.

The orders for "Special undertakings" (limited
distribution) remain unchanged.

The authorities named in the distribution
list are responsible for it that no written
order concerning "Achse" will be issued at
lower levels than Army and that copies of
this document in the Italian area can

under no circumstances fall into the hand of
Italians.

signed: Keitel

OKW/WFST/ 662108/43 Top Secret Command matter.




APPENDIX "D"

Headquarters 76 Pz Corps, Ops 9 Sep 1943

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

Secret
Corps Order No 5

For movement of forces in the direction of Polla

Enemy has landed on the Gulf of Salerno and Naples at 0030
hrs.” A further advance of the enemy forces landed in
Southern Calabria is to be expected.

76 Corps moves 29 Pz Gren Div into the area Lagonegro -
Polla; 26 Pz Div into the area Castrovillari - Spezzano.

Orders as follows:

a) 29 Pz Gren Div (less reinforced Regt 71 and Recce Bn
129) with Pz Recce Bn 26 under its command and with
Para Regt 3, beginning early on 9 Sep, moves Battle
Group Uhlig into the area Polla - Sala Consilina;
reinforced Recce Bn 26 into the area Lauria -
Lagonegro. Flak Regt 313 will be under its command.

Orders: Protection of western flank.

b) 26 Pz Div (less Pz Recce Bn 26) with reinforced
Regt 71 under its command and Recce Bn 129 moves
into the area Spezzano - Castrovillari; reinforced
Regt 71 moving into the arez north of Spezzano
station; the divisipnal units into the area to the
south of the station. Flak Regt 135 will be under
its command.

Orders:

Rearzuards, which even without enemy pressure will
fall back 1n the direction of Castrovillari in
accordance with the movements of the division, will
be posted on the line of the enemy advance. As soon
as the mass of the division has reached the area
assigned to it, the intention isto move reinforced
Regt 71 back to 29 Pz Gren Div in the area north of
Polla. Patrols of fighting strength are to be posted
on the coast in the area of Castrovillari, between

E 42 and E 38 (Schiavonea - rd ject rds No 106

and 92)

In the event of an enemy landing in this area, effective
enemy action on the Cosenza - Castrovillari road is

to be delayed until the mass of the division has

passed through Castrovilleri, heading north.

(Cancelled)

Corps Sig Bn 476 to maintain telephone and wireless con-
nection as before.

Corps H.Q. will be 8 km south-east of Castrovillari until
early on 10 Sep; Q Branch 12 km south-east of
Castrovillari. \

—— T — - —
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APPENDIX "E"
H.Q. 76 Corps
22 Sep 1943

Dear Colonel Wentzell,

The liaison officer is handing you the map, on which our position
is marked.

At 1400 hrs the key-points of the defence ars:

1)

2)

3)

Acerno.

Here the enemy, under the protection of his infantry, succeeded
during the early morning hours in installing artillery
observation posts on the heights flanking our positions.

These lay under heavy and closely observed artillery fire
during the morning, and losses were heavy in consequence.

A report has just come in from the Division stating that

the enemy has broken through on both sides of Acerno, and

that the Division will be forced to withdraw from the position
before nightfall. Originally the intention was to withdraw
from the Acerno position during the night of 22/23 Sep and to
fall back to a new position with very favourable terrain 4 km
northwest of Acerno.

It is not yet known whether the enemy inflicted heavy
casualties during his last attack. FEe aprears to be pressing
very heavily at this point, and 26 Pz Div was forced to move
a company of Recce Bn 26 and a heavy battery from the right
wing to reinforce this sector.

On the right wing of 26 Pz Div the day passed quietly. The
question of boundaries and boundary line defence have at last
been straightened out with Eermann .Goring Div.

Oliveto:

Here the enemy is moving up reinforcements from the directions
of Eboli and apparently also of Auletta.

At present the strength of the enemy there is estimated as at
least two battalions, with tanks and ssveral batteries. An
attack was repulsed here in the early morning.

At 1000 hrs the enemy penetrated our position on Hill 1142
(5 km west of Oliveto) with one battalion; a counter-attack
is in progress. Here too enemy pressure is expected to
increase.

This position must be held as long as possible, as north of
Oliveto the terrain becomes more and more unfavourable on
account of the many opportunities for by passing our demolitions.
Should enemy attacks threaten us with severe losses, here too
the front will at first be withdrawn to Calabritto.

Potinza.

The day before yesterday a battalion consisting of 100 men
from Para Regt 3 was in action here. The unit was attacked
by superior forces, though, considering the enemy advance as
a whole, this does not necessarily indicate that he is
stronger here than at other points.
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According to the morning reports, the enemy has not advanced
any further north from Potenza in the direction of Atella.

What demolitions 1 Para Div has carried out on the Potenza -
Atella road is still uncertain, Information is being obtained.

It appears that one cnemy battalion at most has advanced north-
west from Potenza, and that there has been no enemy attack
against Regt 71 in this area,

Effective demolitions have been carried out on the Potenza -
Muro road. Eere too resistance must take the form of a delaying
action as far forward as possible without incurring heavy
casualtics.

Forward line of 1 Para Div:

M 25 (boundary with 29 Pz Gren'Div) ="M 52 ="M 70 = M 73 = M 92
(Atella - Forenza - rd jct ESE Spinazzola - Minervino -
Marzherita di Savoia.)

Further data on our own situation and on that of the enemy are
lacking for the sector of this division. The General Commanding
has proceeded there to obtain a picture of the situation, As
soon as the position is clarified I will report by telephone,

During the next few days the Division will reach the Foggia area,
which is especially unfavourablec for Para Div 1 with its weak
forces. In the event of enemy pressure here becomings more
severe, the Division will have to be withdravm to the 0 1 - line.
Every effort will be made however to d-lay an advance in the
direction of Fozzia as long as possible,

The ‘problems of the whole conduct of battle in the Corps Command
are the difficulty of covering an area of this size with insuf-
ficient forces 2nd the lack of explosives. Up to the rresent
time no explosives have arrived, Unfortunately during the

past days many demolition projects have had to be deferred

owing to this lack.

Vital units of the Corps are tied down with 26 Fz Div at the point
of main effort on the right wing. For this reason the operations
of 29 Pz Gren Div and 1 Para Div can only be carried on from

hand to mouth.

Several defence lines have been planned, which altogether can be
held for two days at the outside, as we cannot prevent the
enemy, led by Italians, from using the mountain roads to by-
pass our positions,

The subsequent defence line, which we hope to hold until 24 Sep,
is: 4 km NWF 83 - F 107 - ¥ 156 - M 15 - M 24 - C 92. (4 km

NW Acerno - rd ject E Calabritto - rd jet N Fescopagano -
Reference point 3805 (situated where an imaginary line from
Fescopagano to -Melfi would cross the river Ofanto) - Melfi -
Marcherita di Savoia,)

Efforts will be made to continue resistance in the outpost area
long enough to delay the occupation of line O at least until
27 or 28 Sep.

On the left wing of 26 Tz Div this will nobt be ‘easy, as the enemy
has already worked forward 10 - 15 km towards line 6. In spite
of this, we hope that operations will proceed according to plan,
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Luftwaffe support:

It is difficult, with the slow wireless service, to give the
Luftwaffe definite targets. It is therefore generally necessary
to use fighter bombers seeking their own targets.

Special relief would be afforded to the divisions if the moving
up of reinforcements to the focal points could be delayed, I
have particularly in mind the roads which lead from F 74 to F 83;
from F 75 to F 120; and from F 162 to F 112. (Battipaglia -
Acerno - ry line from Eboli halfway to Contursi - Auletta -
Contursi.)

As the fighting advances, our available air strength would have
to be used on the northern stretches of these roads.

It would also be necessary for our air reconnaissance to report
large-scale enemy movements in gecod time, thus enabling the
Luftwaffe to take action, All air support of this nature will
be a help.

Supplies.

Besides the lack of explosives the shortage of fuel is becoming
unpleasantly obvious.

At the present time 26 Fz Div-has .9 units (VS). 100 cbm are in
trgnaport. Thus the Division would hsve 1.9 units; 29 Div has
1.8 units,

Sooner or later the divisions must have more fuel, in order that
troop movements mey not be handicapred, as Lss alrecady happeried
in some cages.

The main cause of the trouble is the shortage of transport. The
transport situation at the present time is as follows:

Corps troops 63 tons
29 Pz Gren Div 150 tons
26 Pz Div 150 - 200 tons
1 Para Div 40 tons

With this small amount of transport the supply service can only
be carried on with the greatest difficulty. In addition casual-
ties in the transport columns are continually occurring as a
result of air attacks. Unfortunately in Southern Italy only .
Italian infantry divisions with little transport were employed.
Thus there has been no perceptible improvement in the motor
vehicle situation through seizure of Italian transport, losses
meanwhile having far exceeded seizures.

The divisions employed in the Naples area and north are much
more favourably placed in every way. Since it has not been
necessary for these divisions to carry out any major movements,
they have had time to strengthen themselves fundamentally by
seizure of Italian fuel and transport.

In my opinion, if the divisions of 76 Corps are not to go to
pieces completely during the course of further movements, the
Army must help them by sending replacecments. 29 Pz Gren Div was
always badly off a8 regards transport. Thus the condition of

- the vehicles has led to a high percentage of breakdowns. The
Division was only able to stand these because of its steadily
decreasing fighting strength.
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The denger exists that in this division thz last of ths old
expericnced combat veterans who are so indispensable for the

re¢ juvenation of a formation will be lost. Hercin lics General
Fries' grecatest anxiety, which is fully justified.

1900 hrs.

Unfortunately the situation at Oliveto has so developcd that

the positions hcld today can no longer be held tomorrow without
incurring heavy casualties. Oince midday the enemy has becn
rcceiving reinforcements from the South-Zast, and has forccd the
battle group to usc its recscrvus.

In the middle sector thc battlec sroup was ablc to rcpulse an
attack,

Intense artillory and mortar firc on the front and behind the
lines indicate that the cnemy's hcoavy weapons are in position,
We¢ shall therefore withdraw to the general line F 109 - F 124,
(Scnerchia - 4km NE Contursi) With this movenent thec battle
group will rcsch the¢ unfavourable terrain.

During thc aftcrnoon the cnemy still did not feel his way forward
bcfore the left battle group of 29 Tz Gren Div. According to-
ths report” of 1 Para Div h2 appears to have swung north-east °
from Potsonza, the road lcading north having been thoroughly .
destroycd. Cn 23 Scp 43 the Jdipe ofil Tara Div villmn: (725 -M24
- C 92 (Atella’-lelfi - Marghcrita di Savoia), the result beingtet
only wecak forccs will be cngaged on the left wing. PFPara Regt

4 is for the present bcing held as Corps reservc bzhind the

right wing.

The fighting strength of 1 Fara Div is altogether about 1300

men. According to an estimatc of cnemy strength this aftsrnoon,
it appecars very doubtful whether line C can be held until 30 Sep.
(Salerno - Bovino - Manfredonia).

In view of theé reducecd fighting strength of the divisions, the
danger exists, that with thc inercased cnemy pressurc, especially
on the inner wings of 26 Fz Div and 29 Pz Sren Div, it way be
n.ccssary to accelcrats tho withdrawal,

Naturally everything possiblc will bz done by the Corps to delay
the encmy advance.

Summary: Our chief sourcses of anxiety ar¢ the Acirno area and
the arca north of Contursi.

(5igned: RUNEEL)



A.0,K. 10, Ops : 23 Sep 43

No 331/43, Secret - : 8 Copies

Ref:

(Copy No 2)

Supplement to Army Order No. 3

Cuoperation with Flak Bde 22,

The following orders concerning ccoperation with Flak Bde
22 supplement Army Ordcr No 3:

1) Flak Bde 22 is instructed to act in closest cooperation
with A.C.X. 10.

2)  The following units will work together under command
of the Brigade:

Flak Regt 57 (13 heavy, 1 medium, 4 light batteries)
with 14 Corps.

Flak Regt 135 (10 keavy, 2 mcdium, 2 light batteries)
with 76 Corps.

Flak Group Pachaly (4 heavy, 3 light batteries)
with 1 Para Div

Corps Commands 2nd 1 Para Div will inform flsk units directly
of any special wishes they may have regarding employment of
flak. Flak commanders are instructed to accede to the wishes
of the Army or to refer the question to 22 Flak Bde for
decision,

Operations of flak units are to be coordinated with the
cormitments of Luftwaffe Flak. The greatest possible
effectiveness must bec achieved by 211 anti-aircraft units
through well-planned operations.

Signed HUBE

Distribution:

As for Army Order No 3

Checked for accuracy:

BERLIN

Lt Col G,.S.
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No 331/43. Secret A,0,K, 10

18 Scep 43
8 Copics
Copy No, 2
This document has been prepared in

’ accordance with security rcgualtions,
Army Order No., 3

1) Enemy forces landed in the Gulf of Salcrno did not achieve

2)

3)

4)

their objective, which was to cut off and to destroy the
German forces in Southern Italy. On the contrary he was
thrown back by our troops to a narrow strip of coast and
suffered heavy casualties.,

In Apulia the encmy limitcd his operations to sccuring a
firm hold on Taranto and feeling his way in 2 north<westerly
direction with small detachments.

Presh convoys reaching the Salerno area indicate a consider-
able strengthening of the enemy forces in that locality
within the next few days. Increasing pressure by 8 Brit
Army, whose advance elements have rcached Sala Consilina,

is to be expected.

10 Army is commencing a new operation. For this purpose it
is withdrawing from the battle in the Salerno area. With

14 Corps remaining on the whole in its former position, the

left wing of the Army (76 Corps) is wheeling back in a delay-
ing action through the line Salerno - Potenza - Altamura (V

%O)a first line of defcnce, Salerno - Bovino - Manfredonia
0).

The line O is to be held until about 30 Sep:

Boundary line (1:100,000) from 1800 hrs 21 Sep:

14 Corps and 76 Corps: M.Stella - Capreccaro - Arienzo -
S.Felice (these localities to be occupisd by 14 Corps) -
Tenafro (76 Corps). Tactical liaison to be established
jointly by the two corps a2t Baronissi,

Battle orders:

14 Corgsl with no changes in its order of battle, will guard

against possitle enemy landings in the Gulf of Naples;
endeavour to estzblish a continuous defence line from Castel-
lamarc to Salerno; and prevent an cenemy advance from Salerno
north or north-west by determined defensive action.

The objects of this plan arec to snable 76 Corps to carry out
its withdrawal movemcnts according to plan and to prevent
any effeotive enemy action from the direction of esither
Salerno or the Gulf of Naples, cspecially against the area
south of Avellino.

Upon arrival 26 Pz Div will again be under command of T4 Corps.
It will B: quartered in the Maddaloni area in such a manner




5)

6)
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that it can bc committcd in the dircetion of either the
Gulf of Naplcs or Salerno, Actu2l commitment will rcquire
prcvious approval by A.0.K, 10, but practiecnl possibilitics
are to bc oxplored.

;6 Corps, with 1 Para Div undcr its command as of 1200 hrs
Scp, is withdrawing in s d<laying sction over the line

(V) Salerno - Eboli - Potcnza - Altamura to the dcfence

line (0) Salerno - Bovina - Manfrecdonia. The centrc of

gravity of the opcration lies on the right wing of thc Corps.

Adequatc reserves will be held herc in re=dincss, and récon-

naissancc of the positions tc bo ceccupicd will begin
inmediatcly.

16 Tz Div will bc taken .out of the front linec in such a way as

to ensurc its arrival in the M2ddaloni area in the sarly

morning of 21 Sep.

Re-grouping of formations:

a) During the course of the withdrawal the clemcnts of
1 Pars Div now with 76 Corps will rajoin their division,

b) Reinforccd 2 Bn Regt 67 will remain with 14 Corpg for
the timec being; arrangecments are .being madec for the
Battalion to rcjoin 26 Tz Div on r-achirg the defende
linc ( ) Salerno = Manfredonia.

c) 3 Bn Para Regt 1 to remain with 14 Corps for the present,

Intended timctable:

Night 17/18 Sep: 14 Corps: No change.
76 Corps: Withdraval to the general
lins lMonteecorvino -
Altavilla,
1l Para Div: lithdrawal tc Altamura.
Night 18/19 San: 14 Corps: No changs.
76 Corps: ' Withdrawal to line V.
Night 21/22 Sep: 14 and 76 Corps: Gradual withdrawal
to line O,

The tactical junetion point of Baronissi must be occupied
not later than th< e2rly morninz of 21 S¢p. Thc boundary
betwecen the two Corps will bc protceted by 2 battlc group
consisting of onc recinforccd battalion, Turnished by 14
Corps until 2 Bn Rezt 67 has rcjoined 76 Corps; by 76
Corps theroaftcr.

Liaiscn cofficers will be cxchanzed by the divisions forming
the adjoining wings.

Dcomolitions:

During thc withdrawz2l all roads -nd traffic lines arc toc be
lastingly destroycd and mined in groat dcpth, Road junctions
in the Salerno, S.Angclo, La Toppa -arez and the cvastal road
and railwayline on thc Adri-tic constitutc foecal points.

All factorics of military impourtancc (a spseial ordcr on the
subject of "importance™ will follow); siznal installations
including wireless stations; 2nd nll non-removable equipment
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and supplies of military importance arc to be destroyed.
Destruction of the Apuliz Aqueducts is to be assured and
will be carried out immcdiztely in areas already svacuated.

Corps Commanders will be rcsponsible for the carrying out of
decmolitions.

All engineers asre now to be uscd for demolition work 2nd not
for infantry fighting.

Signal officers are to be cmployed for demoulition of signal
installations.,

8) Engineers:
Under command of:

Army Eng Comdr: Constr Bn 432 for road repairs.

16 Corps: * Portress Eng Staff 16 °
Constr Bn 430
5 P1 local Constr Coy 9 ‘

Brilling Coy 77

i

9) Reconnaissance and construction work on Line B will be carried
out by Eng Comdr Southern Command (Col Wagner), with Coastal
Defence Staff South (Col Messerschmidt) under his command.

10) Mules will be commandeered cxtensively for future operations
and will be taken back to thc defence zones conccrned im-
mediately.

11) Parking zones:

a) New parking zones arc assigned as follows:

14 Corps: 15 Pz Gr:n Div, 16 Pz Div, Hermsn Goring -
Pz Div and 29 Fz Gren Div in area Guarcino
o - Arcoli - Guidoni - Palestrina - Anagni.

76 Corps: 26 Pz Div and 1 Fara Div in area
l'Aquila—-- Borbona - Rieti - Sassa,

b) Shifting of parking zones to begzin at once,
12) On 21 Sep the following reports will bec made:

a) Intended disposition of forces in lines 1 and 2.
b) 1Intended Tac H.Q.'s of the Corps,

13) Airforce 2 is requecsted:

I) With its fighting clements, to carry out the following
battle and reconnaissance tasks:

a) Support of 14 Corps in defence of Salerno.
b) Delasying the apprcach of 8 Brit Army.
c) Support of 76 Corvs in its withdrawal operations,

II) With its anti-aireraft clemcnts (in closest cooperation
with the various army headquarters) to protect:

a) Troop movements.
'b) Main traffic centres.
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Re-organization for this purpose is procceding;
pertinent information will bec forwardcd to the Corps
Comme nders.,

14) Tac H,Q. A,0.K. 10 from midday of 20 Sep at km 88, 17 km
nocrth c¢f Caserta.

15) For special orders for Signal units see Appendix 2,
(Note: Not available)

2 Appendices

v.Victinghoff

Distribution:

Corps Commands and formations
directly under A.0.K, 10,
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EXPLOITATION OF ITALY FOR THE FURTHER CONDUCT COF TEE WAR

Italy's betrayal enables us from now on to make the
fullest and most drastic use of this country too for the further
prosecution of the German cause. Thus it is important that
the following orders be carried out with the utmost speed,
before we are forced to relinquish more Italian territory on
operational grounds.

A, Personnel Section.

1, Extensive use is to be made of the Italian male population
for further military and economic purposes,

2, With this object in view the following orders will come
into effect:

a) Use of Italian officers and men who are prepared to
continue fighting voluntarily on the German sides

Internment of all complete Italian formations that have
been fighting against us (App 1).

b) Impressment of Italian civilians by Itallan autho *ities
for construction battalions. (App 2!

c) Impressment of Italian specialised workers and complete
units of industrial personnel. (App 3).

3. The following officers are responsible for procurement
operations:

a) The German Commandant of Rome in the area between the
line Gaeta - Termoli and the line Piombino - Perugia -
Porto Civitanova.

b) The corps commanders in the areas of their own commands.

4. The prosecution of recruiting and conscription:

a) Special units are to be formed by the corps commands
for the purposes of recruiting and conscription.

b) For the present, conscription, other than for personnel
covered by order 2. ¢c), will be replaced by recruiting
on a voluntary basis.

¢c) In recruiting, full propaganda use is to be made of
the following: Transportation by the enemy of Italian
-workers from Sicily to Africa; the impossibility of
quickly recreating opportunities for work in plants
located in the destroyed battle zones; devaluation
of\the lira in enemy-occupied territory..

L Withid the command of A.0.X, 10 the follgﬁigg_gzﬂgzg_gx__

0 be put into effect:

a) §ersonnel of Nembo Div are to be absorbed by 1 Para
iv,
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b) Extensive use is to be made of Italian drivers,
mechanics, fitters, etc., in order that German
soldiers may be freed for fighting.

¢c) Corps commanders and Army engineer commanders are to
bring the construction detachments up to full
strength, plus 20% for replacement of casualties, by
recruiting Italian soldiers and civilians.

In the engineer battalions each Italian construction
company is to consist of about 200 men and is to be
provided with a German cadre. The comstruction
companies are to be under Italian foremen, but always
under German supervision.

The method of employment will be the same as for
German units.

Tools and excavation material to be bought or con-
Tiscated lccally.

6. All Italian officers, other ranks and civilians who have
been recruited, but are not required in A.0.K. 10 as laid
down in 5., are to be sent to 0.B.S. or to Army Group B,

Te Transit camps and evacuation:

a) Transit camps near the entraining stations, and on
longer marches at the road sides, are to be set up
for the assembling of Italian personnel intended for
evacuation and for labour forces conscripted as laid
down in 2.c¢). Italians taken prisoner as laid down
in 2.a) Para 2 are to be taken to PW camps. They
are to be kept strictly segregated from Anzlo-
American PW's,

b) A police battalion will be sent to H.Q. 14 Corps for
guarding Italian prisoners and impressed labour while
in camp and during transport.

Until the arrival of this unit, Local Defence Bn 676,
Naples, is to be moved up.

¢) Transport is to be arranged by the corps commanders;
for Naples area with the outpost section of the
Chief German Transport Officer (G.S. Major Fintelmann,
Cassino), for Fogzia area with Detraining Commissioner
46 (Major Kuehlwind, Foggia). Transport arrangements
to be reported in good.time.

d) BEscort personnel for transport sre to be furnished
by the corps commands. After fulfilling their
mission, they are to return immediately. Apart
from this, 14 Corps will move up Replacement Train-
ing Bn for Special Duty 222; 76 Corps will move up
the Personnel Replacement Transfer Battalion which
is arriving at Cassino on 22 Sep.

8. Supplies:

a) Italian army personnel continuing to fight on the
German side as 12id docwn in 2.a) are to be supplied
in every respect according to the scales in force
for German personnel,
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b) Italian army personnel who huve been taken prisoner
will oce treated as laid down in orders for LW's, -

¢) On recruitment, the cutegory referred to in 2.b) may
receive as recruiting bonus a maximum sum of 350 lire,

On reporting for service with the field forces, the
men in this category will receive scale III rations,
and the lowest rate of pay (8 lire per day). Foremen
(capi), may receive a daily payment up to 20 lire
according to their usefulness,

Impressed labour as laid down in 2,c) will also receive
scale III rations during their stay in the assembly
camps. .hen employed thaey will be paid according to
their performance.

4All those to be moved by rail are to be issued with 3
days' scale III rations for the journey,

d) In assembling rations as laid down in c¢), Italian
sunpnlies are to be seized freely.

Exclusive of the units referred to in No 5. no Italian
formation may beé created.

Reports:
On each Sunday, reports covering imopressed personnel as laid

down in No 2., subdiviced into a), b) and c¢) as of Saturday
noon, are to be handed in,

A special order is being issued on the general impressment
of those fit for active service in the command of A,0,K, 10,

B., dconomics Section

Confiscation of Goods in short Suponly.

L,

Confiscation commands and one technical battalion (V.2.E, 3
and 4, f.B. 13) will be set up in the army zone, Their
ourpose will be confiscation of Italian goods of all sorts
in thec army zone; their transportation to the zone of the
interior, as well as the guarding of the most iaportant
technical installations of Italian industry.

Until these arrive, the corps commands are to set up
teaporary cconomic contiscation staffs.

Tasks:

a) Seizure and guarding of all raw materials and other
goods of cconomic importance to Germany (see App 4).

b) Removal of goods seized in priority order shown in
appendix 4, with due regard to the labour and transport
available,

The economic seizures staffs of the corps commands will be
advised in the carrying out of their tasks by the Railway
Officer at 1,0,E. 10, Captain Bucttner,

For the removal of goods to Germany, Italian forced labour
is to be made free use of in cooperation with the local
Italian civilian authorities.
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Application for transport space is to bc made to the corps
commands, and if these have none, to A.0.K. 10 Executive
Staff Q.,M.G., who will have space available which is not
requircd for sunplies and transport of military material.

Application for rail transport is to bec made to Chief
German Transport Officer for the Cutlying Posts in Italy
(G.S. Major Fintelmann, Cassino), or to Detrzining
Commissioncr 46 (Magor Ruehlw1nd Fogzia).

At the same time tho specizl represcntatives of the German
Ministry of Armamcnts and Munitions are to assist a2s much
as possible by placing transport space at the dispOSal of
oorps commanders =2nd the Executive Staff Q.M.G.

4, All goods which cannot be recmovcd owing to shortage of
transport, but which can be used by the troops without
burdcning them unnecessarily, are to be issucd (c.g. tires,
spare parts, ammunition, food, luxuries, clothing, etc.);
otherwise (and this includes food dumpsj they are to be
thoroughly destroyed before evacuztion of thc area.

For A.0.K, 10

4 Appendices Chief of the General Staff
Distribution: WENTZELL

Commanders of Corps snd
Divisions,
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App 1 to A,0.K.10.0ps
No 3%29/4% Sccret

22 Scp 43

Possibilitics of employment of Italian officecrs and men who
are prepared to continue fightlng voluntarily on the_ﬁerman
31de

The following possibilities of cmployment exist for Italisn
officers and men who arc prepared to continue fighting volun-
tarily on the German side:

a) Employment in militia formations on further instructions
of Reichs Leader of S5 troops; in Italy as police forces;
outside Italy for fighting guerillas. The latter wuse may
bec specially considercd when the Italian units concerned
have honestly fought with us against the guerillas, a3
for example in Istria.

b) Employment as construction battalions with the thres arms
of the Wehrmacht.

¢) Employment as auxiliaries with our own troops, if they are
specially needed, as for example drivers, fltters mechanics
etc. But this is only to apply wherc sufficient German
forces arc available to cxclude all danger from such employ-
ment.

Employment according to the principles laid down in No 1 is in

no case perm1351ble in areas wherec the population is of German

origin, or in Croatia or Albanis=

Troops that have fought against us, and now, influenced by the
liberation of the Duce, declare themselves ready to fight for
Germany, have no claim to further employment. They are all

to be taken prisoner and uscd z2s labour in the Reich,

The Italisn railway engineers who have been taken prisoner
will be assembled in tﬁe camps. Special orders regarding their
employment are being issucd.




1)

2)

App 2 to A.0.K. 10 Ops
No 329/43 Secret
22 Sep 43

Formation of It=lian labour groups

0.B.S. orders the Italian civilian authorities to eall up
immediately those in the age-groups 1910 - 25, and to assemble
them in units of one hundred.

Altogether 120 labour groups, each consisting of 500 men will
be formed. This order is to bz put into effect by 30 Sep.

In A.0.K. 10 impressments will take place only in the Naples-
area for the present; they will be effectuated by the prefect
of that city; transport to the prcgared camp will be arranged
by H.Q. 14 Corps through the Towvn Commandant of Naples in
cooperation with the Prefect.

Orders rcgarding assignment of the labour groups will be issued
when the report of the Italian authorities has been received,
giving the place of assembly and stating that organisation

has been completed. ZEmployment of labour groups after assign-
nent nust take place in such a way that they can be moved back
from the battle zone in good time in casec of enemy action.
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5)

poundary line for withdrawal movenent to “"Bernhardt* position,

(1L : 200,000) Effective from 1600 hrs 27 wep: F 37 - F 35
(76 Corps) - F 15 (14 Corps) - R 155 (14) - R 120 (14) -

L 65 (14) - w 124 (14), -

(S.Mango Fiemonte - rd and rly ject 3 n north of Baronissi -
Monteforte - rd and rly jct 2 m south of airola - rd bridge
over Volturno 5 m eust of Caiazzo - rd aud rly jct 5 m west
of Langano,)

Battle orders:

14 Corps will withdraw by sectors to “Bernnardt®, fizhting

a delaying action and warding off attempted enemy landings in
the former coastal sector., On reaching “Bernhardt® 16 Fz Div
will deploy in Aquino - Frosinone area prepared for quick
action against possible enemy landings in the area west of
Gaeta or in the Rome area,

76 Corps will withdraw to "Bernhardt" via the intermediate
positions, fighting a deluying action. In so doing it is
important that, by blocking the defiles leading from the
mountains in good time and thoroughly destroying the coastal
roais, an enveloping advance of o Brit army be preveated,

On occupying "Viktor" line during withdrawal to “Bernhardt®,
29 ¥z Gren Div (less Eng Ba) will be released from the front
and deployed in the area south~-edst of Rome, where it will be
atthe disposal of 0.5,5. +« liaison officer is to be seunt to
0¢B.S., in good time,

Eng Bn 29 ¥z Gren Div ﬁill be withdrawn from the fromnt line
only after reaching "Bernhardt®,

Carrying out of withdrawal movenent:

For defence lines see tracing, Tracing uttached to army
Order No 3 is to be destroyed.,

Time guide for withdrawal movenents:

"anton® position tuken up eurly on 286 bep. Occupation of
tactical contact point 27 ~cp 1300 hrs. ™"anton™ will be held
until about 3 Oct. Withdrawal from “"anton' to "Viktor" in
such a way that "Viktor" can be held-until if possible 15 Oct,

To ensure uniformity in the withdrawal of the two corps, the
Arny is to be informed of intended withdrawal operations in
good time, so that it can determine thc withdrawal time after
co-ordinating the movements of the two corps,

" Contact and joint conduct of battle along the corps dividing

line must be definitely assured,

Orders giving times for occupying main contact points will
be issued at the appropridte time by »,0.XK.

Dead lines for intermediate points are to be determined
by directly adjacent units,

a) Before beginning a withdrawal movement the next tactical
contuact point in rear is to be occupied and secured by
both Corps H.w.'s.

b) Co-ordination of the withdrawal movemcnt must be definitely
-¢ assured by the liaison officcrs between Hermann Goering
Pz Div and 26 Fz Div,
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8)
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10)
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During the next doys the eneny rnust not be allowed, after
capturing the Avellino road, to push forward to the
Marigliano area with stronger forces, as this would make
it possible for him to turn the "Antoh"™ position afd teo
harass our withdrawal to the "Anni" position.

Traffic instruct;ons:

The rcad secction R 94 - L 62 (mill of S.Angelo - Longano) is
at the disposal of 76 Corps for its troup movenents, independ-
ent of tactical boundary lines. 76 Corps has the rizht of way
over this ssction,

Grouping of formations:

Thz following units arc to be r#turned to their divisions or
oorriands :

a) By 14 Corps:

On reaching "Anni": All units of 3 Tz Gr:n Div Reece Bn
103 ~nd 2 Coy Eng 3).

Cn reaching "Viktor®: All clenents of the Navy from the
Naples ares. ‘

All personnel of the signal detachment not belonging to
14 Corps.

3 Bn Para Regt 1.
2 Coy Eng 3 is to be sent to 1aj Gen Bessel, Cassino
(11 or%ers to this effect have not already been issued by
OCB.S.
Recce Bn 103,
b) By 76 Corps:

On reaching "Viktor":

All elenents of 16 Fz Div

Eng Coy “ng 33 will be at the disposal of Army Eng
Commander.

"Bernhardt™ will be determined by 0.,B.S. and devecloped as a
line of defence. Divisional reconnaissance staffs are to be
lcft there and gradually increased, znd will suppert the con-
struction staff (from 27 Sep, Maj Gen Bessel).

Demolitions:

Directions previously given for demolitions remain in force.
Salerno - Avellino road and roads leading west to the Naples
arca are to be destroyed with special thorouzhn-ss by con-
centrated employment of engineers.

Road discipline:

Spceial attention is drawn to A.C.K. 10/0ps No 1278/43, scceret,
dated 25 Sep 43, :
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12)

33}
14)

Road maintenance: -

The various corps headquarters are responsible for maintenance
of roads and bridges south of the line Arco - Cervaso -
Cajazzo - Riggia - Termoli (villages excluded). North of
this line Army Eng Comnander is responsible.

The followinz are to be reported:

a) On 29 Scp, by the various corps headquarters;, intended
withdrawal operations and disposition of forces in the
individusl lines. .

b) The dispateh of units in accourdance with 7).

Co-operation with the Air Force as beforeg,

The next A,0.K. 10 Headoquarters will be Pozzilli, N.N.E. of

Venafro. Corps Headquarters will bc infurnmed of time of re-
noval,

for
Signcd HUBE

1l Arpendix
Chcecked by:

BERLIN
Lt Col G.S.

Distribution:

Corps Cormmanders
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App 3 to A,0,.K, 10 OpS
No 3%29/43% Secret

22 Sep 43

Impressment of specialised Italian workers in complete units
of personnel.

The Fuehrer has ordered the totsl removal of all armament,
technical and specialiscd workers.

In the area of 10 Army this measure is for the present to be
carried out only in the Naplecs area.

To this end 0.B.S. has issued the following orders to the
Italian Minister of the Interior:

a) "In view of the situation existing at the present timc,
full operation of the factories in thc Naples area can no
longer be guaranteed.

b) Managers of plants having a pay-roll of more than 50 persons
are to be ordered by public proclamation to apply to the
prefect for transportation of their workers as a unit. If
possible the personnel will be employed as a unit,

Transport will be arranged in accordance with the instruct-
ions which the town commandant of Naples will give through
the prefect."

In case of Italian refusal or hesitation, impressment of workers
is to be enforced by the most drastic methods.

76 Corps will investigste and make prcparations for removal of
the specizlised workers from the Foggia area and will make a
rcport on probable transport requirements.,



App 4 to A,0.K. 10 Cps
No 329/ a3 Secret

22 Sep 43

Installations and factorics in front of Dsfencc Iine B which
nust be evacuated.

(Evacuaticn

-

list)

Traffic equipment.

1) Rolling stock; locomotives urgent.
2) Lorries, omnibusses, passcnger cars,

Siznal installations,

German and Italizn two-strand ficld cadles ars to bec dismantled
without cxception, and convertcd to our own use.

Armencnt works and factorias of military importanca,

1) Alfa-Romeo, Naples Pomigliano

2) Silurificia It2liano, Baia (ncar Harles)

3) 0,S.A.R, Naplcs

4) Sinterna, Posilippc (Parodi Delfino)

5) Anssldo, Pozzuoli

6) Army arscnal, Naples

g) Navalneccaniz and Bonzini, Castcllamarc di Stabia

) Cantisre metallurgica Italiana, Castellanarc di Stabia

9) Naval dockyards, Naples

10; Sanib, Naples

11 Riccardi Bros, Torrc Annunzizta, Vesuvius ¢
12) Ettore Flour, Naplecs
13) Salvatore Bread, Naplcs
14) Society Meridionalc Azoto, Bagnoli
15) Chemical Industries Dr Saronis, Melignano, (near Foggia)
16) Montceatini Sulphuric .cid Vorks, Naples
17) HMontceatini Synthctic Ammoni- Works, Bagnoli
18) Capua Tyrotschknic Yorks. This works to be dismantled

conmplete with 211 nachincry 2nd installations,
Evacuation priority is to be given to:

a) Modcrn nachinc tools with individual drive.
Horizont=l drills, guagc drilling apparatus, grinding
nachines other than simple grinding trestles, large
lathes and revolver lathes, single and multiple
automatic spindles, large milling machines (size of
tablc 350 x 1000 mm and over)

b) Mcasuring tools and measuring machines (Zeiss, Leitz, Mahr,
ctc.), but_not: Slide rules, par2llel rules, Touchier-
plates, foot rules, sct 2nd try souarcs.

¢) Csble in rolls only, generators, but not: Switehes,
bulbs, fuscs, etc.

d) Ball bearings.
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g)

h)
i)
k)

1)

n)

. 2 -

Tools: Turning gouges, nilling machines, twist-drilis,
worn-drills, saw-blzdces. Especially important:  Tools
madc of hard netals or rapid-process stecl.

Lecather belting ond V-type belting.

High-grade steel ~2lloys, 18 far as cin be ascertiincd,
Rapid-process stecl, VpoA-stoel and shecting, high
temperature rcsistant chromc-vanadium stceel.

Non-ferrous netals:
Copper, tin, lead, brass, bronzec.

3ignal equipncnt if it can be safcly packed:
Teletype =»nd tclcphoune apparatus,

Office equipncent:
Typewriters, adding machines, 2cccunting nachincs,

Spceial apparatus: i
Roetifiers, transforners, catalyzsrs in sulphuric acid
and nitric acid plants, but not: Mctors, goneratcrs,
switch componcnts.

Furnaces:
Elgsetrically~hcatod and sas-heatad furnaces, if transe-
portable; that is, hardcning furnaces, s21lt bath
cruciblc furnsces, nuffle furnaccs. _
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ARMY ORDZR NO 4

1) 5 Amer Army has failed to bresk through our lines and to
disturb our withdrawal operations.

8 Brit Ag%x has been held up to a great extent by extensive
road demolitions, and apparently intends to advance 3slong the

Adriatic coast with the mass of its forces.

It nust be expected that the enemy will attack again with

5 Amer v (which has meanwhile been reinforced and deployed
for action) and 8 Brit Army, in an effort to envelop 10 Army

by breaking through from both coasts. At the same time land

operations against both flanks may be expected.

After capturing the Salerno - Avellino road, thc enemy forces
opposite our right wing will at first try to envelop the
intermediate positions of 14 Corps by moving powerful forces
through Monteforte or Arienzo, while those opposite our left
wing will try to reach the defiles leading out of the mountains
west of Foggia ahead of our own formations by throwing forward
mobile detachments.

2) Plans of the Army and conduct of operations:

During the course of the next wecks 10 Army will withdraw to

the defence line "Bernhardt" in a delaying action. For military
and economic reasons it is important that the withdrawal
operations be completed as slowly as possible, without thereby
seriously impairing the Tighting strength of thc Army.

Within the limits of the dclaying action, every opportunity

is to be taken of destroying enemy forces that have pushed
ahead incautiously, and of inflicting heavy losses through
action of combincd arms. VWithdrawal to the individuasl defence
lines and thc delaying action bectween them are depcndent

on the encmy advance,

Withdrawal movements must only take place as a result of
overwhelming enemy precssurc or of heavy losses caused by intense
artillery fire., The prastice is tc be followed of intensify-
ing our own artillery fire shortly before withdrawal,, and of
posting rearguards well supplicd with ammunition to screen

the withdrawal movement.

In addition the Arny-is "forminZ nw reserves by wIthdrawing
16 Fz Dir gnd 29 Pz Grgn Div'from thc front. S
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Position on 9 Oct 43
ORDER OF BATTLZ OF [HE LaRGE FORMAIIONS OF 10TH ARMY

(INCLUDING TRO023 aI'PACHSD FROM GENZRAL HZADJU.RTERS POOL)

app 410, War Diary A.0.K,10
No 328/43, Secret

18 Copies (Copy No 18)
4.0.EK.10

2 Bn Army Sig Regt 512

1 Bn S,3. Police Regt 20, (less 3 Coy)
PW Transport Escort Bn Munster
Railway Constr Bn 12

Bridging Column 29

Constr Bn 432

1 Bty Flak Bn 302 (new)

GENERAL OF ENGINEZRS al 0.B.S, (GENER4L BESSEL aND STAFF)

Fortress Eng Staff 16
Sector Group I/Fort Ing 16
Rock-drilling Coy 88
Constr Bn 433 (less 2 Coy)
1 Coy Local Constr Bn 9

H.2. Eng Regt 543

Sector Group II/Fort Eng 16
Rock drilling Coy 77

2 Coy Constr Bn 433

5 Coy Local Constr Bn 9

Course for Engincer Junior Leadérs (Thorn)

Demolition Group Feldernhalle (Rademacher)

15 _Corps

Corps Sig Bn 76

Army Flak Bn 702 (new, less 1 Coy)

Constr Bn 430

Arty Regt Staff for Special Employment 553
Heavy Arty Bn 764 (17 cm cannon)

Heavy Arty Bn~450 (heavy field howitzers)
Projector Regt 556 (less 1 Bn)

Staff Arty Comdr 476



65 Inf Div

Gren Regt 145

Gren Regt 1456

arty Regt 155

Recce Bn 165

Aanti-Tank Bn 165

Eng Bn 165

Sig Bn 165

Replacenent Training Bn 155

1 Para Div

Para Regt 1

Para Regt 3

Para Regt 4

Para M.G. Bn 1

1l and 2 Bns Para arty Regt 1
Para anti-Tank Bn 1

Para Eng Bn 1

Para sig Bn 1

1 Coy anti-Tank Bn 90

29 Pz Gren Div

Pz Bn 129
i?z Gren Re%? 115
z Gren Reg
Arty Regt 29
Pz Recce Bn 129
Eng Bn 26
Sig Bn 29
Army Flak Bn 313
Replacement Iraining Bn 29

26 Pz Div

Pz Resgt 256

Pz Gren Regt 9

Pz Gren Regto’

Pz arty Regt 93

Pz Recce Bn 25

Pz 3Ing Bn 93

Pz Sig Bn 93

Army Flak Bn 304
Replacement Irainine Bn 93

16 Fz Div

Pz Regt 2

Pz Gren Regt 64

Pz Gren Regt 79

Pz Arty Regt 16

Pz Recce Bn 16

Pz Eng Bn 16

Pz Sig Bn 16

Arny Flak Bn 274
Replacement Training Bn 16
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14 Corps

- —

Corps Sig Bn 60

Eng Bn 60

Flak Bn 501

1 Bn Projector Regt 56
Staff aArty Comdr 414

305 Inf Div

Gren Regt 576

Gren Regt 271
Gren Regt 5718
Arty Rezt 305
Recce Bn 305
Anti-Tank Bn 305
Eng Bn 305

Sig Bn 305

15 Pz Crcn Div

Pz Bn 215

Pz Gren Regt 104

Pz Gren Regt 129

arty Regt 33

Pz Recce Bn 33

Eng Bn 33

Sig Bn 33

Army Flak Bn 312

Projecctor Regt 71 (less 2 Bn)

3 Pz Gren Div

Assault Gun Bn 103

Pz Gren Regt 29

Arty Regt 3 (less 1 Bty)
Pz Recce Bn 103

Eng Bn 3

Sig Bn 3

army Flak Bn 312

Herﬁann GBring Pz Div

Special Service Bde H,G,
Pz Regt H.G. '
Pz Gren Regt 1 H.G,
- 2 H.G.
Pz Arty Regt H.G.
Pz Recce Bn H,.G.
Pz Eng Bn H.G.
Pz Sig Bn H.G.
Flak Regt H.G.
1 Bn Flak Regt 49
Pz Gren Regt 115
Pz Gren Bn Reggio
2 Bn Projector Regt 71
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A.0,X.,10, Sce Ops _ 4 QOct 1943
No 409/43, Secret 9 Copies
(Copy 8)

This document has been propared in
accordance with sccurity regulations.

ARMY ORDER NO 6

Preparations for taking up the “"Bernhardt' position,

A. Conduct of battle before and in the "Bernhardt” position.

1. The object of the battlc in the "Viktor! line
is to zain time for construction of the "Bernhardt®
position, the movipg up of fresh troops, and the
salvaging of important supplies.

Therefore the battle in Viktor® is to be carricd
on more tenaciously than ever. The line is to
be held for the time being,

A withdrawal will only take »lace if a large-scale
enemy attack is clearly recognised as imminent.

I definitely reserve to myself the right to issue
the order for withdrawal.

2. For vhe conduct of battle in a future withdrawal
over "Barbara™ to ‘‘Bernhardt?, the principles
already laid down hold good. .Jiccording to these,
in sectors having favourcble terrain, the cnemy
must be forced again and again to aove up his
artillery into position and prepare it for action.

Irn the “'Barbara® line a protracted resistance
should be offercd once more.

-
The corps coamands are rosponsible for obstaclces
and demolitions as far as and including “Barbara®;
after "Barbara” Maj Gen Bessel is responsible,

On reaching ‘Barbara*’, the corps coumands must be
prepared to assum¢ command of -Bernhardt®,

Orders will be given in good time for thc subordination
under the respcective Corps Commands of the con-
struction and enginecr forces employed therc at the
time

3., a4 DECISIVE SPTAND IS 10 B3E MADE ON [IHE “BERNHARDT LINE, *

The princijles of the battle procedurc must be
clearly recognised, and the will to fight stubbornly,
down to the last soldier in my army, must dominate.

Beginning immediately, 21l ranks must use thei

entire energy to meke good the inroads in tThe
fighting spirit of the troops which arc the incvitable
result of a long delaying action.



w Dis
The objcets of thce “Bernhardt® position arc:

a) To guard the central Italian region, with its
groat significance from the military and
political standpoints.

b) If occasion arises to scrve us : basis of
operations for . fresh offensive,

‘ I'h¢é point of main effort of the defence plan
lies in the mountains vallsys. .n outflanking
of thc valley positions by the cnsmy is to
be prevented by taking up positvions and sta-
tioning reserves on the adjoining heights on
either sice.

In the cterrain lying betwecn, the fighting
efficiency of the covering partics :nd rcscrves
is to be maintained in such degree that cvery
attempted enemy penetration can be cut to
pleces.

A fluxible use of artillery, with strong con-
ccntracion at key points, plays a decisive
role,

A knowledge of the eneay's fighting methods
- is essential for thc deteraination of our own
tactics.

B. Zoncs of command ond sector boundarics in the "Beranhardtf
position.

I. 1. Trom 5 Oct A,0,K, 10 assumcs command of the
- ‘Bernhardt" position.

4.0.K.,10 will be augmentcd by Maj Gen Bessel
with the staffs, enginscr aad construction
units already cmploy.d there, :

Maj Gen Bessel will still be responsiblc to
mc Tor the centralised dircction of rcconnaissance
and construction work of tic position.

The Corps Comminders must go ahead with the
details of reconnaissance and construction in
closest cooperation with Maj Gen Bessel,
supporting him to the fullcst extent,

Individual groups from regimcnts,'battalions
and companies arec to be scnt back in good
time to set up the position.

2. The following dispositions have becn dceidcd
on ior the occupation of "3ernhardt,

Right: 14 Corps: 2
15 Pz Gren'Div right
3 Pz Gren Div centre
305 Inf Div left

. Left: 78 Corps: -,
L 1 Para Div right
An infantry division
(identity not yet
decided on) lcft

(until it arrives, 1% Pz Div)
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As 4.0,K, rescrvc:
16 Pz.Div bchind the
Adriatic wing.

(until arrival of the infantry
division, also 26 Pz Div

26 Pz Div will then pass under the command
of 0.B.S.

Scector boundaries:

Boundary with 0.B.3. (Hermunn Géring Div): Terracina-
M. della Fate - Ceccano,

Boundary between 14 and 76 Corps: About 3560-2852.
Maj Gen Bessel will determine the exact line,

IT. Reconnaissance and construction.

) 15

Reconnaissance work on the -Bernhardt” line is to
bc completed as quieckly as possible by Staff Bessel,
assisted by the divisional reconnaissance staffs,

80 thut construction work can be conmenced every-
where in the position.

Directions for reconnaissance ind construction:

THE M..IN REQUIREMENTS FOR "BERNHARDI" ARE SECURITY
AGAINCOT MECHANISED AI'TACKE 4ND PROTECTION FROM
CONCENIRATED DRUM-FIRE BY ENEMY aRTILLERY.

Mcans to this end:

Generally:
a) 3verything underground.

b) Location of the main battle line on the rear
slope, so that to a2 great cxtent it will be
out of effective range of the enemy's artillery.
Only advanced outposts to be on the ercst or
the front slope of the heights., In the incdi-
vidual sectors, well camouflzged observation
and flank security is to be ensured by artillery
and heavy weapons.

¢) On the couast, obscrved fire from the enemy's
naval guns (balloon obscrvation from the
ships) must be climinated. In the coastal stretches
therec must be only dense minc-fields commanded
by gun-fTire,

d) artillery positions must be placed so that
concentrated fire can be directed on the enemy
before the defence of the defiles, At the
same time positions must be chosen from which
a swift change of position can be guaranteed
with the objsct of concentratingthe artillery
fire in-front of the point of main effort of
an encmy attack. In the territory lying between,
mortars must be used.
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Alteraative cmpluceieenicos with observacion
posts must be prepared .8 : matter of routine
for «rtillcry and hcavy urms,

Phere must also be dunmy install.itions,

¢) Thorc must be dcfecnee zones in the defiles;
sceveral positions protcetid by anti-tank
ditchss and minciiclds, .anti-tank ditches
must bc¢ commanded by Tlanking anti-t_ 2k guas,

f) Strong points aust bc protecued by wirc.

g) Sec ulso: ‘Dircctions for position cuustruetioni,
C-in-C of the army/airay Gen 3taff/Constr Bn
(II) No 3500/43, Sceret, dated 8 3ep 43,

In dctail:

h) The points of main c¢ffort of the construeticn
work lic in the defilecs at Cassine leading
to avenzzano, and on the .dri.tic Coast.

i) In thce territory lying between, all roaas and
mulc-paths arc ©o be thoroughly Gostroyed aud
mined, ncvives familiir with the country
being employed for the purpose.

k) In front of the position, the fiecld of fire
is to bec ruthlessly clcired,

The labour forces 2t present availuble for cun=-
struction f211 far short of rejulrecmcnis.

any availablc troops (trains ctc) are to be
employcd by the corps comminds,

Stafr Besscl 1s tu harncss up the Italiun civilian
populativn, usicg .rmed forcc where necessary,

For thc precsent 2 Cuy 20 FPolice Bz will bo attached
for the seizing of Italian labour,

The following unitvs will be moved up to assist in
the recuanulissance of “Bernhirdt®:

a) Staff Bessel: From 5 Oct, Eng Regt Staff 543.
If possible this unit is ©o be
employed in the future sector.
of 76 Corps.

b) 14 Corps: Reconnaissance stuff of 3 Div.

!

Material.

a) 0,B.S. remains responsible Tor sudplying
"Bernhardt® with en:-inecring 2nd construction
equipnent, Mzj Gen Bessel is to kcep in close
touch with Chic¢i Eng Officcr at 0.B8.5.

b) In 2ddition seized Italian material is to be
uscd freely. 4,0,K.10 is to report tu Mij
Gen Bessel froa time to time on the material
on hand,



III.

IV.

2.
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Corps communds will sce to it thut acwly .rrived
units not uscd to b.ittle conditions reccive -
detailed instruction in their futurc work from #
qualificd officers.

For nmountain ri hving, aulce ind carricr coluzns :
arc tu bc formed; alsou for c¢he nuwly arrived units.

- —— e —

In future, air Corps 11 will sun’urt the dcfonsive
fighting of the army. Our own 2irforcc will
shortly be increascad,

In Zuture, Flix Bde 22 will continuc cu operate
in closest coupcratiou with the curds coaminds,
Threc new 7lak bavtalions will be aoved up for
cmploy:aent in the "Bernhardc? positiou ia che
scctor of 76 Corps.

Reports.

The following rcports are o be hainded in by 3taff
Bessel:

1 ¥

2

0z 7 Oect, the plan Of the “Bernhurdt? linc on
the 1 : 100,000 map.

On czxch Sunday, beginning 10 Oct:

&) On . pendulun position 1ap the number of
coxnplected ind »planned installations,

b) The number of workers cmployced in the indiviiual
sectors.

¢) BZsp.cially urgent material requirements.

Distribution:

Corps Comnundcrs,
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10 Army

ORDER OF BATTLE

22 Oct 43

(Original Text and Translation)
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Stand v 22.10. 43
- MMO 7

a #ﬁm su A.0.K.10 Ia/Id Nr. 565/43 g.Kdos.

L Gen.d,Pi.bei 0.H.5iid(Stab Bessel) Stab I./S3-Pol.Rggs 20 I1./Armee-Nachr.Rgt. 512
Kistenvert.Stab Siid Kr.Gof.‘rr.Besl.Bu‘lﬂnﬂtcr II./%ert.Rgt.56 (21cm) +
Eisenbahn-Bau-s5tl, 42 H.P2.Jg,Abt.55C (ohne 3.Kp.) + /
Bau-Btl.432(ohne 4,Kp.) 1./H.¥lak-Art.Abt.302(neu) '
. ? HEERESTRUPPEN
Pionier-Rgt.Stab 543 - LXXVI. Art.Rgt.Stab z.b.V. 553 IXXVI. Pz.Gren.kigt. 115 XIvV,
Festungs-FPi.Stadb 16 2 XIv. 8.Art.Abt.450(8.¥.H.) \ IXxvi. Pz.Gren.Btl.Reggio XIv.
Abschn.Gr.I XIv. 8.Art.Abt.557(17emK., 21 o) XI1v. H.rlak-Art.Abt.302(neu)
1 Abschn.Gr.II  LXXVI. s.Art.Abt.764(17cm Kanonen) LXXVI, ohne 1.3attr, LXXvI.
Abschn.Gr.IIl XIV. Kiisten-Art.Rgt.Stab Pes IXXVI. Fla.-Bateillon 501 XIvV,
Pionier-Btl.60 XIv. Kiist.Art.Untergr.3tadb Pegcara 3o/ HeFZJg.ADt.550 LXXVI.
Bau-Btl. 430 IXXVI. mit 3 Battr.s.r.H.(%) LXXVI. Id.Schtz.Btl, 686 LXXVI. +
& 4 ./Bau-Btl.432 XIV. Werfer-Rgt. 56 Stab IXXVI. + 1d.Schtz.Btl. 746 XIV. +
Bau-Btl.433(ohne 2.Kp.) XIv. I.Abt. XIv. 1./5S=Fol.Rgt.20 XIvV.
2'/&“‘3“.‘33 mVI. II.Abt. A.O.K.'IC- + Q.J'SS-POI.Mt.:C I.:::':'\!Io
1e= 5./m.ﬁu—Bt1.9 ILXXVI. ITI.Abt. LXXVI. -
Gesteinsbohr-Kp. 77 LXXVI. Werfer-Rgt.71 XIv.
Gesteinsbohr-Xp. 88 XIv. Pz.Beob.Batterie 16 LXXVI.
Pi.-Untert.lehrgang ‘horn LXXVI. Pz.Beob.Batterie 26 | LXXVI1.
Sprengkdo.feldherrnhalle LXXVI, i
1
LXXVI XIV.

51 65 o[o 29 26 16 305 ’ 9% + o|o1s oLs H.G.

+) = noch nicht eingetroffen,




Sfand ?rZZ /045

XV,

K.Nechrichten-4bt.60
Stab Art.Kdr, 414 -

H.Tr.: Feat . Pi.~-Stab 16 Pionier-Bataillon 60
mit Abschn.Gr.I u. III #Mla-Bataillon 501
4./Bau-Btl, 432 8.Art.Abt, 557(17cm K.,21cm M.)
Gesteins-Bohr-Kp.88
Ld.Scht!.ltl. 7‘6 +

1./58-Pol.Bgt.20

305

Gren.Rgt., 576
Gren.kgt. 577
Gr‘.ontto 57
Art.Rgt. 305
Div.ris.Btl. (‘. oho ) 305
Pz.Jg.Abt. 305
Pionier-Btl. 305

.Nachr.Abt. 305

Peld .Ers.Btl. 305

Heeres truppen;

9%

Gren.Hgt. 267
Gren.Kgt. 274
Gren.Rgt. 276
Art.Rgt.
D:lv.l‘lh.ltl (A.A.) 94
Pz.Jg.Abt, 194
Pionier-Btl. 194

- Nachr.Abt, 194

Feld-Ere.Btl. 194

N T VS PE———

15

PanuMht.ﬂS i'm.(iuch.)
Pg.Gren.Hgt. 1
Pg.Gren.Rgt, 1

Art.Rgt. 33 ( Dto)

Pe.AJhe 115 g

n.:t.nt. LR

Nachr.Abt, 3

0|0

PlnlOMbt.‘IO)(Btu.GCloh.)
Gren,Rgt. 8 ( mot.)
Gren.kgt. 29 ( mot.)

Art.Rgts 3 ( mot,)
P'o‘.ol'o 103

Pionier-Bsl, i ( mot,)
mot.)
H.Flak.Art.Abt, 312

Pz.Gren,.F.Ers.Btl. 3

I./Werter-Egt. 56

H.G.

Brig.z.b,V.H.G8ring
Panzer-Rgt.H.GOring
?l.G”h.R‘to‘ H.G.
Pz.Gren.Rgt.2 H.G.

Pz.Art.Rgt. H.G.
P’.‘.‘. n.“.

Pz.Pionier-Btl.H.G.

Pz.Nachr.Abt, H.G.
« H.G,

Plak,
I./Plak.Rgt. 49

Pg.Gren.Rgt. 115
Pz.Gren,Btl. h‘flo
II./Werfer-Rgt. T1




"

¥allsch.Jéger-Rgt. 1
Fallsch.Jéiger-Hgt.
;Illlcll.-'llpr-lgt .

.th.

]
]
|
i
)
Stab Art.Kdr.476 ¥ I
{ ]
Hol'Pot Pi.-Hgt.S5tab 543 Art.ﬁgt.”tuu‘z.b.f. 253 |
&bscm.ur.ll./?.?i.-stab 16 . B-Art-k‘bt. 4::){: 'l B._"..i ) |
Bau-Bataillon 430 s.Art.Abt. 764 ( 1Kch K.)
2./Bau-8tl. 433 Kiist.Art.Hlgt.Stab Fescars
Te Sojldojau-ﬁtl. 9 Kiat.) trt.qLL.ngu.u».b EQLC Tra
Gesteins-Bohr-kp. T7 mit 3 Batir.s.! .“.t;}
Pi.-Unterf.lehrgang Thorn Stadb u. III./Werrer-ngt. 56 "
Sprengkdo.reldherrnhalle H.rlak-Art.Abt.302(neu),onne 1.Battr.
ld.Schtz.Btl. 666 *

Sfana n 221045

o LXXVI.

K.hachrichten-Abt.476

2+/55-Pol.Rgt. 20

: | ._
ofo : 1
Ls \ 29 [ 26 16 ~

98 tu.Gesch,) Panzer-KHgt.26 ( ohne I,) Panzer-Rgt. 2 ( ohne I.)
ot.) Pz.Gren.kgt. Y Pz.Gren.Rgt. 64
ot.) FPz.Gren.Hgt. 67 Pz.Gren . Rgt. 79

Gﬂn.ﬂ‘to 145 ' Gr.noﬂgto 15
Gren.Rgt. 146 Gren.kgt. 71

Art.Rgt. 165 ATt.HEt. 29 (

Lo iy .) rz.Art.Hgt. 93 Pz.m.ﬁ‘. 16

Div.fis.Btl.(A.A.) 65 FPz.A.A. 129 J Pz.A.Ae 26 Pz.A.A. 16
Pz.Jg.Abt. 165 ir
Pionier-Btl., 165 Pionier-Btl.29( ; ~ Pz.Pionier-Btl, Y3 Pz.Pionier-Btl, 16
Nachr.Abt. 165 Nachr.Abt, 29.;. Pz.Nachr.Abt. 93 Pz.Nachr.Abt, 16

A ¥ B.!‘l,ak-&rt.lbt. 304 HOMMQ‘“O ‘ﬂ‘
Feld-Ers.Btl. 165 Pz.reld-Ers.Btl. 93 rs.rou-nu.nu.v@

Pz.Beob.Battr. 26 \rs.mob.hm. 16
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. A.0.K. 10

- .0ps/trg 565/43 Secret

Copy 17

General of Engineers at 0.B.3.
(Staff Bessel)
Coastal Def H.Q. South

H.Q. Engr Regt 543

Fortress Engr H.Q. 16
Sector Group I
Sector Group II
Sector Group III

Engr Bn 60

Constr Ban 430

4 Coy Engr Bn 432

Constr Bn 433.(less 2 Coy)

2 Coy Constr Bn 433

1 and 5 Coys Local Constr Bn 9

Rock-drilling Coy 77

Rock-drilling Coy 88

Engr Course for Subordinate
Leaders (Thorn)

Demolition Group
Feldherrnhalle

1 Para Div 65 Inf Div

76
14
14
76
14
14
76
14
14

76
76
14
76

76

Corps
Corps
Corps
Corpa
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps
Corps

Corps

Corps

29 Pz Gren Div

%) Not yet arrived

Position as of 22
(Appendices 701 a,
War Diary A.0.X. 10

22 Oct 1943)
10 ARMY
H.Q. 1 Bn SS Police Regt 20 2 Bn Army Sig Regt 512
PW Escort Bn Muenster 2 Bn Projector Regt 56 (21 em) =
Rly Constr Bn 12 G.H.Q. A-tk Bn 590 (less 3 ) =
Constr Bn 432 (less 4 Coy) 1 Bty G.H.Q. Flak Bn 302 (n::r
Artillery Regimental Staff for Special Pz Gren Regt 115 14 C -
; Employment No 553 76 Corps Pz Gren Bn Reggio 14 g::::
Hy Arty Bn 450 (hy fd hows) 76 Corps G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 302 (new) 76 Corps
Hy Arty Bn 557 (17 cm guns, 21 cm mortars) 14 Corps - (less 1 Bty)
Hy Arty Bn 764 (17 cm guns) 76 Corps A.A. Def Bn 501 14 Corps
Coastal Arty Regt H.Q. Pescara ! 76 Corps 3 Coy G.H.Q. A-tk Bn 590 76 Corps
Coastal Arty Det of Coastal Arty H.Q. Pescara Local Security Bn 686 76 Corps
with three batteries (hy fd hows, Caech) 76 Corps Local Security Bn 748 14 Corps
f.g. ;::jac:or ::gt 5: , 76 Corps 1 Coy SS Police Regt 20 14 Corps
n ector Regt 5 i 14 Co 2 S8
2 Bn Projector Regt 56 A.o.xf{; e f0 i
3 Bn Projector Regt 56 76 Corps
Projector Regt 71 14 Corps
Pz Observation Bty 16 76 Corps
Pz Observation Bty 26 76 Corps
|
14 PZ CORPS
26 Pz Div 16 Pz Div 305 Inf 94 Inf Div = 15 Pz Gren Div 3 Pz Gren Div Hermann Goe

$ 43
~and ¢;

Div




305 Inf Div

Gren Regt 576

Gren Regt 577

Gren Regt 578

Arty Regt 305

Div Fus Bn (Recce) 305
A-tk Bn 305

Engr Bn 305

Sig Bn 305

Fd Replacement Bn 305

G.H.Q. Troops:

%) Not yet arrived

Fortress Engr H.Q. 16

with Sector Groups I and III

4 Coy Constr Bn 432
Rock-drilling Coy 88
Local Security Ba 746

1 Coy SS Police Regt 20

94 Inf Div =

Gren Regt 267

Gren Regt 274

Gren Regt 276

Arty Regt 194

Div Fus Bn (Recce) 94
A-tk Bn 194

Engr Bn 194

Sig Bn 194

Fd Replacement Bn 194

14 CORPS

-

Corps Sig Bn 60
H.Q. Arty Comd 414 =x

Engr Bn 60
A.A. Def Bn 501

Hy Arty Ban 557 (17 cm guns, 21 cm mortars)

15 Pz Gren Div

115 Pz Bn (aslt gun)
104 Pz Gren Regt
129 Pz Gren Regt

Arty Regt 33 (mech)

Pz Recce Bn 115

A=tk Bn 33

Engr Bn 33 (mech)

Sig Bn 999 (mech)
G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 315

Pz Gren Fd Replacement Bn 33

' H.Q. and 3 Bn Projector Regt 71

3 Pz Gren Div

Pz Bn 103 (aslt gun)
Gren Regt 8 (mech)
Gren Regt 29 (mech)

Arty Regt 3 (mech)
Pz Recce Bn 103

Engr Bn 3 (mech)
Sig Bn 3 (mech)
G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 312

Pz Gren Fd Replacement Bn 3

1 Bn Projector Regt 56

Position as of 22 Oct 43

Hermann r Px

Special Employment Bde H.G.
Pz Regt H.G.

Pz Gren Regt 1 H.G.

Pz Gren Regt 2 H.G.

Pz Arty Regt H.G.

Pz Engr Bn H.G.

Pz Sig Bn H.G.

Flak Regt H.G. “
1 Bn Flak Regt 49

Pz Gren Regt 115
Pz Gren Bn Reggio
2 Bn Projector Regt 71 o




Positicn as of 22 Oct 43

3 76 CORP S
|
Corps Sig Bn 476
n-q,o m’ Comd x
G.E.Q. Troops: H.Q. Engr Regt 543 llery Regimental Staff for
Sector Group II Fortress Engr H.Q. 16 - Special Employment No 553
Constr Bn 430 Arty Bn 450 (hy fd hows)
2 Coy Conmstr Bn 433 Arty Bn 764 (17 cm guns)
Coys 1 and 5 Local Constr Ban 9 3 Arty Regt H.Q. Pescara
Rock-drilling Coy 77 : Arty Dbt of Coastal Arty H.Q. Pescara
Engr Course for Subordinate ~ with three batteries (hy fd hows, Czech)
Leaders (Thorn) H.Q. and 3 Bn Projector Regt 56 x
Demolition Group Feldherrnhalle +Q+ Flak Arty Bn 302 (new) (less 1 Bty)
Local Security Bn 686 = 1
2 Coy SS Police Regt 20 '
{
1l Para Di7 65 Inf Div 29 Pz Gren Div 26 Pz Div 16 Pz Div
Pz Bn 129 (aslt gun) Pz Regt 26 (less 1 Bn) Pz Regt 2 (less 1 Bn)
Para Regt 1 Gren Regt 145 Gren Regt 15 ( Pz Gren Regt 9 Pz Gren Regt 64
Para Regt 3 Gren Regt 146 Gren Regt 71 ( Pz Gren Regt 67 Pz Gren Regt 79
Para Regt 4 3
1 and 2 Bns Para Arty Regt 1 Arty Regt 165 Arty Regt 29 (mech) Pz Arty Regt 93 Pz Arty Regt 16
Para M.G. Bn 1 Div Fus Bn (Recce) 65 Pz Recce Bn 129 Pz Recce Bn 26 Pz Recce Bn 16
Para A-tk Bn 1 A-tk Bn 165 '
Para Engr Bn 1 Engr Bn 165 Engr Bn 29 (mech) Pz Engr Bn 93 Pz Engr Bn 16
Para Light Sig Ba 1 Sig Bn 165 Sig Bn 29 (mech) . Pz Sig Bn 93 Pz Sig Bn 16

1l Coy Para A.A. Def M.G. Bn
Fd Replacement Bn 165

G.H .Qo TNQE:

3 Coy G.H.Q. A-tk Bn 590

%) Not yet arrived

G.H.Q. Flak Art:
Pz Gren Fd Repl

G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 274

G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 304
Pz Fd Replacement Bn 16

U Pz Fd Replacement Bn 93

b}

Fa Pz Observation Bty 26 Pz Observation Bty 16
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C.-in-C. South APPENDIX 'L
No 458/43
Top Secret
1 Nov 43
5 Copies
(Copy 1)

1)

2)

3)

Order for the conduct of tihe campaign

The cncay is attacking our interm.diatc positions with
poweriul forces. It is expected that he will attack
along the entire front, in ordcr first of all to gain
possession of the Rome arca., The centre of gravity
of cnemy operavions will probably lie, as beforec, in
the sectors favourable for coamitument of armoured
units. 3But at the samc time thc possibility of

eneny landings in strcength towards the recar of the
Bernhard.. position, with th¢ objeet of outflanking it,
as well as in thc Rome area and vo the north aust

be considered. 1Isolated operations in the interior
(guerilla warfare) and the landing of airoorne troops
are to be expeected.

For details secv 1 Nov issue of: “Information concerning
the enemy’,

0.B.S. will hold the central Itzlian arsa and prevent
enemy landings in deep flank from the sca south of

the line Piombino - Civitanova, and will hold the
Island of Llba and guard tho Island of Pianosa.

10 army (for composition secc apd 1) will decisively
defend thc Bernhard position and prevent enemy landings
south of the line Terracina (exclusiie) - Civitanova
harbour (inclusive).

Because of its mountainous char.cter the Bernhard position
presents a natural defence wiall, Therc are weak points
in each divisional sector; in 2ddition the two flanks ars
exposed to the sca, The defcence of tinese weak areas

must bec renderecd securc by appropriate groupimg in

depth of defence in-tallations; by loop and flank
positions; by the creation of anti-tank and artillery
centres - and by the holdin: in rcadiness of sufficicnv
mobile rescrves. a time-tadle is vo be made out for

the specdy concentration of all availuble foreces, with

a ruthless barin: of those¢ ironts not being attacked;
this timc-table to become c¢ffectivc is required by the
situation. But the arcas between thesc points must also
be made scecure, because, &8 we have lcarned from prcvious
experience, the cn.omy will attenpt ©o envelop and bring
about the fiall of the strong points by means of infilbra-
tion with assault detuchiments up to batctalion strength.
Even the hizh mountains .re not completely sale Ifrom
cnemy operations carricd out with expericnced mountain
troops. Thus, mulc-tracks, high-lying valleys and

gorges musc be made scvcurc by strong points, mines,

wire entanglements, barricades of trec limbs, cte.

Construction in the Bernhard position does not yet meetb
requirements, It must therefore be continued by night
and by day at high pressurc by the defence troops
employed thorcon, and be improved ceaselessly.



4)

_2-

The objcet is to create an impregniable system of
positions in depth, and so to save German blood. Leaders
of all ranks must ncver forget this high moral rces-
ponsibility.

In order tu gain time for furthoer construction, the
eneny must be dcalt such 1 hcavy blow when he first
attacks the Bernhard position that a long time must
clapse before his troops arc again fit for attack. For
this rcason I authorise 3 Pz Gren Div and the artillery
of Hermann Goring Pz Div to remain at the front for the
timc being, until 94 and 305 Inf Divs arc completely
vrganiscd for defence, a4 further vrder for the with-
drawal of 26 and 16 Pz Divs will follow,

The coustil defecacc on both scu-flanks must be the object
of special attention. In this conncetion it is important
that strong points be cstublished which are well covercd
against fire from navil guns and sir attack, while at

the same timc controlling the landing becaches with

their hcavy arms. The concentracions of rescrves pro-
vided for defecnec against cncmy landings must likewise

be out of reach of shelling and enemy bombs, Furthcrmore
the lincs of ipproach best proteccted against naval
gun-firc are to be reconnoitred and determined., The
reconnaissance still neccssary for field construction of
th¢ coastal defence is to be put under way forthwith,
Results are to be reportcd, Construction work is to

be carried out by the labour forcecs =radually becuming
available at the front.

With reference to my order of 31 Oct, I agein point out
the nccessity of making full ¢ffective use of all
light infantry weapons.

The strong points of the Bernhard position which lie
in the mountains arc to bc provided with 2 14 days?
supply of ammunition, food ind fucl in vicw of the
snowfall which is to bs <xpeeted shortly. Overhcad
cable railways for sup»nlices are to be installed in the
most diificult sectors of thc front.

11 .ir Corps will prevent enemy l.ndings from the seca

and from the air on the Tyrrhemian coast between Piombino
2nd Terracina (both places inclusive), For this purvose
a division is to be¢ moved into 2 »osition of rcudinsss

in each of the Grosseto and Civitaveechia .reas and in
the .rea south of Rome., .. time-table is to be prepared,
so that on rcceipt of the code work fur defence against
possiblc enemy landings, a specdy councentration of forces
can take pluce immcdiately, and two divisions employed
in the Grosseto or Civitaveechia area anddl tarec
divisions in the Rome area. Road reconnaissances arc

to be sct on foot forthwith to providc for the quick
movement of the forces of 11 Air Corps in the battle

zone of 10 .army, above all in the sector of 14 Pz Corps.
a4 8pceecial order is being issued for coastal defence
between Piombino and Terracina by 11 air Corps. p

The rejuvenation of the 16 and 29 Pz Gren Divs is, like
the triining of all troons, to be treated as i matter
of the greatcst urgency,



5)

7)

- 3 -

arnmy Group rescrves.

2)

b)

]
Ez Div Herm;nn_gS}ing will rceconnuitre Shc area
Pico - Ceprano - Frosinonc - Sczze, 4 Jriparc a
time-table for defince ugainst x possible encmy brcecak-
through from the direetion of Cassino Znd cawuny
landings in the dircetion of Gactz, Tondi ind
Nettuno, Thc proparations arc +o be mode ia closest
co=-opcration with 4.0,.X. 10 zna H.3. 11 sir Corps.
Results zrc to bc rezorted to mo on 15 Nov,

The divisional flik regiment will be euployed for
~ir defence in the Frosinone :rca in accordance with
thﬁ WiShuS \)f -I;QO-I:. 10.

The rojuvenation .nd training of the Division are
tu bc pushaed forward with the greitest dispateh.

SS aslt Bdc "Reicasfuhrer 33" (Sturmbri idc "Roichs-
rer 3S%, will remain for thc present in the areca
around Tivoli, in the cvent of enemy laindings at Romc

nassing under the conmand of 11 aAir Corps. [he
rcquisite preparations for the caploymcnt of the
Brizide are tu bec accelerzted, ind H.,Q. 11 sir Corps
will report their conclusion to mc by not later than
5 Nov,

arrangencnts a2ave been made for withdrawal of the
Brigade to the Teramo arca aftcecr the arrival of the
mass of 16 Pz Div, Oncec there, in the event of
enemy landings, it will pass undcer the command of
4.0.,K, 10, Suitable orders will bc issued it the
right moment.

The Coamandant of Elba will dcefend the Isl:nd of Elba

2nad prevent the sctting up of cicmy 2ir bases on the
Isl.nd of Piznosa.

The German Nival Command for Ituly will supnport the crmy

Torm.tions by:

1)

b)

c)

Cuntinuing the attack sgainst the fighting shins
and transports of the cneay with surfice vessels
and U-boxts,

Laying of mines for protcection of espeecidlly endingered
scctions of both couasts., In .ddition, fighting

foreces and bloekade materi.l still available ars * Y
to be put to offceunsive use 2gainst the ports and
sca=lines of the encmy.

Taking over part of the supply transport tou the rear
areas and protoeting it while .t sca, For this
purposec the coastwise triffic on the west cuist is
to bc devcloped to cunicity; on thc east cosst

18 Tar as Poscars within the limits of the means
aviilable. Emerzency ports or unloading points on
the opoen eoast :ire to be proparcd.




8)

9)
10)

I s

Airforce 2 will support the defensive battle of 10
army with their close-range forces, and in the future
they will attack enemy shipping with their heavy battle
formations. [ ]

Of the flak formations employed in 0.B.S.
22 Flak Bde is directed to operate in. closest
co-operation with 10 srmy
Flak Regt 149 with 11 air Corps.

Special orders for supplies follow.

Tge H.3. 0,B.5. and arrangements for signal communications

to remain unchanged.

KE3SELRING

General Field Marshal



Appendix 1 to

C.-in-C. South
No 468/43 Top Secret
dated 1 Nov 43
A.0.K. 10 with army Troops
.. H.2. 14 Pz Corps with Corps Troops

H.2. 76 Pz Corps with Corps Troops

65 Inf Div

: 94 Inf Div

| 305 Inf Div
15 Pz Gren Div
1 Para Div

26 Pz Div

Also under command of 10 Army: _f
' 3 Bn Pz Gren Regt 382
2 Bn 3 ‘Brandenburg” (less one platoon)
Reinforced High Mountain Bns 3 and 4 (Arrival after 20 Nov)
Army Flak Arty Bn 302 (new)
Flak Bn 501
High Arty Comd 114 (arrival after 20 Nov)
Arty Comd 414
Arty Comd 476
H.Q. Special Arty Regt 553
Hy Arty Bn 450
Hy Arty Bn 557
Hy arty Bn 764
Projector Regt 56
Pro jector Regt 71
Pz Observation Bty 16)
) will be relieved by 1 Observation
Pz Observation Bty 26) Bn)
Coastal Arty Regt Graf
3 Coy a-tk Bn 590



“fd .

L}

H.Q. Coastal Defence South

Fortress IEngr H,Q. 15 with Sector Groups I, II and III
H.Q. Engr Regt 543

Engr Bn 60

Constr Bns 430, 432 and 433

Coysl and 5 Local Constr Bn 9

Rock-drilling Coys 5, 6, 7 and 8

1 Bn SS Police Regt 20 (less 3 Coy)

Landesschiltzen Bn 686 (less one platoon) x)
Landesschiitzen Bn 746

W Escort Bn Manster

x) Landesschlitzen = Troops for service in rear areas
composed of older men,



Appendix "M"

-

10 Army

ORDER OF BATTLE

10 Nov 43

(Original Text and Translation)

|
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. m..e.t.m Injia"u. 6Yb /43 g.Kdos. 'Geheime Kommandosadle Stand vom 10:.11.1943.
: V] >

17 .Ausfertigung.

| ~ Lo Pi.-Stadb Griener II./Armee-Rachr.Rgt.512 i
8 " { '._' T irh ) Ir.ﬁ.!.‘h.‘.M.Bﬂ.mﬂr H.PS-Jgolbto5%(0m 30Kpo) +
- ‘*Wﬂm, _ na.nbam-&u-nﬂ."z ﬂl.-lﬁh!‘ﬂl.&uabildga .Komp. HEh.Artl .Kdr.hei Pz.A «0.X.10 E

Stab u.Z-/M-Pi +Btl. ‘32 ‘

H.Kisten-Artl.Rgt.927(0.1.)
~ Plak-Abt..247
b e b - "!*I-“*-lm s '
n‘;.-?“ HEERESTRUPPEN .
Pioni . tOSh-h 543 IXXVI. J\rt.l'lgt.Stab z.beVe 9553 LXXVI. Pz.Gren.Rgt. 115 Pz.,Div.H.G.
Festungs~Pi.-Steb 16 XIV. 8.Art.Abt.450(8.F.Ho) (0.1,) XIV. Hochgebirgs-Jg.Btl.3(verstirkt
Abschn.Gr.I XIv. 1+/5.Art.ADt.450 LXXVI. durch 1 Geb.Battr.) IXXVI, + .
Abechn.Gr.1I LXXVI. S.Art.Abt.451 a.r.H.,‘lOc:mI.; XIv. Hochgebirgs-Jg.Btl.4(verstiirkt
LhBehn.Gr.III XIV. aolrt.th.'}s? 170“0’210“. XIvV. durech 1 Gebof"".ttr.) ILXXViI. +
: Pionier-Btl.60 XIV. 8.Art.Abt.764(17cm Kenonen) LXXVI. I11./Gren.Rgt.382 XIV,
Bau-Pi .-Bﬂ.‘so IXXVI. I ./H.Kﬁsﬂh—&rt.ﬁgt-gﬁ'? LXXVI. I11 o/FEllﬁChng .Hgt.ﬁ XIV.
] Yo Senl ~Pi ,~Btl.432 XIv. Werter-Rgt.56(ohne III.Abt.) XIv. H.Flak-ATrt.Abt.302(neu) LXXVI.
» Beu-Pi.-3tl.433 XIv. III.Abt. LXXVI. #la.-Bataillon 501 XIv.
1.u.5+/1d .Bau-Btl.9 LXXVI. Werfer-Rgt.71 XIv. 3o/H.P2eJgsADT.550 IXXVI,
| Gist.inlbﬂllr—xp.?? LXXVI. Pz»BQOboBat“ri. 16 LXXVI. Sich.-Btl, 086 XIv.
! Gesteinsbohr-Kp.88 XIV. Pz.Beob.Batterie 26 XIV. Sich.-Btl. 746 LXXVI.
LXXVI wv XV
- g 65 16 305 4 26 15 3

: . ARMEERESERVE.

. Lae

Brigade z.b.V. HoG. Pz Artl,Rzt. HeGe Flak-Rgte HeGo
Panzer-Rgt, H.G. PZ.AAs HoGo 1./¥lek-Frt.49
quGﬂnoﬁgt. 1 HDGO PZ.P‘i.-Bﬂ. HdGO 'I
Pz.Grn-noBgto 2 H.Ge Pz.Nachr.ADtge HaGo HeTr s Pz.0ren.i-t, 115 :

|
!

0"' , +) = noch nicht eingetroften. l
: !




Stend vom 10.11:1%4 34

s
o~
\
- w XV
|
* K.Nachrichten=-Abt, 60
Stab Art.Kdr. 414
l' H.'L'I‘-; REBt.Pi.-Stab 16 saArto&bt ‘i)o(bl el ..:J(011 )
| mit Abschn.Gr.Il.u.IIl. 8 AT ADT.451(8.F:H.10cpK, )
' 1 Pionier-Btl. 60 8 Art.ADt1.557 70mﬂ.,:1cm )
. 1ep3egde/Bou-Pi.-Bt1,432 Werter-Rgt.56(ohne IIl.)
ves teinsbohr-Kp.t8 Terfer-Ket.T1
! Sich.Btl. 686 - Fle.~-Bataillon 501
]

| ?i -
305 % 15 | 3 26

Panzer-Abt.115(5tu.Gesch,) Penzer-Abt.103(8tu.Gesch,) TFanzer-kgt.Z6 ( ohne I1.)

M.Rgt. 576 Gren.ngt. 267 Pz.Gren.kgt. 104 Gren.kgt. 8 (mot. Pz.Gren.Rgts 9
Gren.Rgt. 571 Gren.Rgt. 274 ‘Pz.Gren.Rgt. 129 Gren.kgt. 29(mot. Pz.Gren.Rgt. 67
oRgte 57 Gren. Rg‘t. 276 ‘

k 305 °R8t° m. t. 33(“0‘.) Art.Rgto 3(mto) PZ.AI“I:.Rgt. 93

h;v.m.ntl.(a.&.)sos MV.!‘HB.B‘H.(A.A.)94 ms s 115 - Pz.A.A, 103 Pz.A.A. 26

DoV E +Abt, m Pz.Jg.Abt, 19‘ bte 33

Pjonier-8tl. 305 Pionier-btl., 194 Pi r-Btl. 332 Tionier-Btl. 3(mot.) Pz.,Pionier-Btl, 93

lachr.Abt. 305 ‘ Nachr.Abt. 194 mdbt. 999 Nechr.Abt, 3(mot.) Pz.Nachr.Abt. 93

2 e | +Flak Art.Abt. 3 H.Flak.Art.Abt.312 HeFlek.Art.,Abt. 304 -

Feld-Ers.Btl. 194 ?%qﬂm.r.ﬁra,mqu 33 Pz.Gren.F.Ers.Btl. 3 Pz.feld-Ers.Btl. 93
III./Gren.Rgte 3?2 II1./rallsch.dg.Rgt. 6 Pz.Beob.Battr. 26
8




e L S—
r - e A —————————— e et . .
o - e e e et A A —— - = e e - —————— . _—— - - P - — . . — . — ——
s
N

{ /o Stend vom 10111943,

o LXXV/

K. Nachrichten-Abt.476
Stab Art.Kdr.476

: EeiTsg Pi.-Rgt.Stab 543 Hochgebirgs—~Jg.Btl. 3 (verstirkt
Abschn.Gr.lIl./F.Pi.-Stab 16 durch 1 Geb.Battr.) +
. Bau-I'i.=-odtle 430 Hochgebirgs-Jgz.Btl. 4 (verstirkt
:L = . 1au05./m.88u-3tla 9 durCh 1 Geb.Eﬂttr.) +
i Gesteinsbohr-Xp. 7T Art.ﬂgt-st&b ZebuVae 553
b 1+/8:ATt.Abt. 450 (s8.F.H,)
, s.Art.Abt. 764 ( 17cm K.)
1 1./B-Kisten-Art.Rgt.227
\ 111,/Verfer-Rgt. 56
H,¥1lak-Art.Abt,302(neu)
-~
7 65 _ 76

Panzer-Rgte. 2 ( ohne I.)

Fellsch.Jédger-igt. 1
Fallsch.Jéger-kgt. 3
Fallsch.Jéger-tHgt. 4
I.u-IIo/FBchoArto Rgto 1
Fallsch.M.G.~-Btl, 1
Fallsch.Pz.dg.Abt, 1
Fallsch.Pionier-3tl, 1
Fellsch.L.Nechr.Abt. 1
1 n/Pallachorla .!‘1.0‘ oBﬂo

Heerestruppen:
30/30?2.J8.1bt0 5%
31011.3"10746(0@. 1.)

Gren.Rgt. 145

Gren.Rgte. 146

Gren.Rgt. 147(i.Umzliederung)
Art.Rg'ﬂ. 165
Div.Fis.Btle(A.A.) 65
Pz.Jg.Abt, 165

Pionier-Btl. 165

Nechr.Abt. 165

Feld-Ers.Btl. 1 65

1./Sich.Btls 746

e e —

e e - —— o

Pz.Gren.Rgt. 64
Pz .Gr.nousto 79

PZ.A“-R&"Q 16
Pz.A.A. 16

Pz.,Pionier-Btl. 16
Pz.Nachr.Abt. 16
H.¥lak-Art.Abt. 274
Pz.feld-Ers «Btl. 16

Pz.Becb.Battr. 16




9

Ops/trg 696/43 Secret
Copy 17

E.

Mil Comd 1017 (co—ndnt’of Army Rear Area)

G.H.Q. Coastal Arty Regt 927 (less 1 Bm)

Flak Bn 247

2 Bn 3 Regt Brandenburg
1 Bn SS Police Regt 20
H.Q. Engr Constr Lenort

Engineer Regimental Staff No 543

Fortress Engr H.Q. 16
Sector Group I
Sector Group II
Sector Group III

Engr Bn 60

Engr Comstr Bn 430

1, 3 and 4 Coys Conmstr Engr Bn 432

Engr Constr Bn 433

1 and 5 Coys Local Constr Bn 9

Rock-drilling Coy 77
Rock~drilling Coy 88

x) Not yet arrived

Engr H.Q:« Griener

PW Escort Bn Muenster

Rly Constr Bn 12

H.Q. and 2 Coy Engr Constr Bn 432

10 ARMY

—_—

G.H.Q. TROOPS

2 Bn Army Sig Regt 512
G.H.Q. A=tk Bn 590 (less 3 Coy) «x ' H.3.
A.A. Def Instr and Trg Coy :

Position as of 10 Nov 43

Higher Arty Commander at A.0.K. 10

76 Corps Artillery Regimental Staff Pz Gren Regt 115
14 Corps for Special Employment No 553 76 Corps High Mtn Rifle Bn 3
14 Corps Hy Arty Bn 450 (hy fd hows) (less 1 Coy) 14 Corps (reinforced by one mountain battery)
76 Corps 1 Coy Hy Arty Bn 450 76 Corps High Mtn Rifle Bn 4
14 Corps Hy Arty Bn 451 (hy fd hows, 10 cm guns) 14 Corps (reinforced by one mountain battery)
14 Corps Hy Arty Bn 557 (17 cm guns, 21 cm mortars) 14 Corps 3 Bn Gren Regt 382
76 Corps Hy Arty Bn 764 (17 cm guns) 76 Corps 3 Bn Para Regt 6
14 Corps 1 Bn G.H.Q. Coastal Arty Regt 927 76 Corps G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 302 (new)
14 Corps Projector Regt 56 (less 3 Bn) 14 Corps A.A. Def Bn 501
76 Corps 3 Bn Projector Regt 56 76 Corps 3 Coy G.H.Q. A-tk Ban 590
76 Corps Projector Regt 71 14 Corps Local Security Bn 686
14 Corps Pz Observation Bty 16 76 Corps Local Security Bn 746
Pz Observation Bty 26 14 Corps
26 Pz Corps 14 Pz Corps
1 Para Div 65 Inf Div 16 Pz Div 305 Inf Div 34 Inf Div = 26 Pz Div = 15 Pz Grenm Div
ARMY RESS E
e ———————————————
Hermann Y
Special Bde H.G. Pz Arty Regt H.G. Flak Regt H.G.
Pz Regt H.G. Pz Recce Bn H.O. 1 Bn Flak Regt 49
Pz Gren Regt 1 H.G. Pz Engr Bn H.G. :
Pz Gren Regt 2 H.G. Pz Sig Bn H.G» G.H.Q. Troops: Pz Gren Regt 115

Pz ni' H .GQ

76 Corps

76 Corps
14 Corps
14 Corps
76 Corps
14 Corps
76 Corps
14 Corps
76 Corps

3 Pz Gren Div




Pz Observation Bty 26




G.H.Q. Troops:

Engineer Regimental Staff No 543
Sector Group II H.Q. Fd Engr 16

Constr Engr Bn 430

1 and 5 Coys Local Constr Bn 9

Rock-drilling Coy 77

1l Para Div

1l and 2 Bns Para Arty Regt 1
Para M.G. Bn 1

Para A-tk Bn 1

Para Engr Bn 1

Para Light Sig Bn 1

1 Coy Para A.A. Def M.G. Bn

G.H.Q. Troops:
3 Coy G.H.Q. A-tk Bn 590

'?6P=Cog

Corps Sig Bn 476
H.Q. Arty Comd 476

High Mtn Rifle Bn 3
(reinforced by one mountain battery) x
High Mtn Rifle Bn 4
(reinforced by one mountain battery) =
Artillery Regimental Staff
for Special Employment No 553
1 Bty Hy Arty Bm 450 (hy fd hows)
Hy Arty Bn 764 (17 cm guns)
1 Bn G.H.Q. Coastal Arty Regt 927
3 Bn Projector Regt 56
G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 302 (new)

65 Inf Div 16 Pz Div

Pz Regt 2 (less 1 Bn)

Gren Regt 145 Pz Gren Regt 64
Gren Regt 146 Pz Gren Regt 79
Gren Regt 147 (being reorganized)

Arty Regt 165 Pz Arty Regt 16
Div Pus Bn (Recce) 65 Pz Recce Bn 16
A-tk Bn 165

Engr Bn 165 Pz Engr Bn 16
Sig Bn 165 Pz Sig Bn 16

G.H.Q. Flak Arty Bn 274

Fd Replacemsnt Bn 165 Pz Fd Replacement Bn 16

il
i
il

1 Coy Loecal ﬂ_lmnty Bn 746

Pz Observation Bty 16

Local Security Bn 746 (less 1 Coy)

Position as of 10 Nov 43
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Dec In the sector of 5 Brit Corps, an eneay attack by

considerable infantry and armoured forces between
Colle San Biagio and Castelfrentano about 1 km
south of Orsogna was brought to a halt. another
eneny attack susported by tanks between Madonna del
Carmine and Lanciano led to the capture of M. del
Carmine. 4t Treglio, which had to be evacuated
because of strong enemy pressurs, the attack was
scaled off, Strong thrusts against Lanciano and

S. Vito were repellecd. at about 1330 hrs the road
M, Silvano to Guilinova was Tired on by naval guns,

During the afternoon, after an enemy attack supported
by 15 tanks, Frisa (4 km NW Lanciano) was lost. Our
advanced outposts have withdrawn to the north bank

of the Moro. Late in the morning the enemy attacked
3. Vito from the south and alon; the coast, and was
able to penetrate, Our outposts are still in the
northern part of the town.

After the temporary withdrawal of H,J. 65 Inf Div,
H.Q. 26 Pz Div and H.Q. 90 Pz Gren Div assumed
command, The boundary betwcen the divisions is
Vacri (7 km SE Chieti) - Madonna del Carmine (3 km
NW Lanciano).

A-tk Bn 590 1s being moved to 10 Army as active
reserve behind the left wing.

65 Inf Div: During the night the enemy did not
continuc his attacks, Employing Battle Group Usedom
(reinforced Pz Gren Regt 67) and Fd Replacement Bn 165,
an interception line was formed along a general

line: 1 km north of Blici - along the road Villa
andrcoli to 1 km south of rrcglio - from therec to

the coast at P. di Cavaluccio.

On the left wing of the Army, S. Vito was given up
entirely by our troops. Night reports are¢ not yet
available. :

In the sector of 5 Brit and 1 Cdn Inf Divs, apart
from harassing fire the day passed quietly. a4
patrol of 8 Ind Div at Mclonc was repulsed, The
attack which was expected south of Orsogna because
of troop concentrations in that arca did not mater-
ialise, North-east of Orsogna there was lively
patrol activity on both sides. Intense artillery
fire was directed on the main battle line and on
Guardiagrele, Melonec, Orsogna and to the north-cast.
The enemy, who for a time was in possession of Frisa,
has again withdrawn from that locality. An attack
by two companies of 78 Brit Inf Div forced our
advanced patrols out of S. Apollinare. An eneny
assault of equal strensth at S, Vito was repulsed.
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90 Pz Gren Div: During the late aftcrnoon of 4 Dec
there werc renewed encmy tank assaults from S. Vito,
in which 6 tanks were destroyed or disablcd by
gun-fire. In this arec our patrols were withdrawn
to the north bank of the Moro.

90 Pz Gren Div: PFighting reconnaissances against
the main battle linc werc repulsed. Our patrols
withdrew north after dcefensive fighting with several
enemy assault detachments.

On 6 Dec large forces are expectecd to attack on
the left wing of the .army. Suitablc reserves are in
readiness.

Line-crosser information:

At Luanciano and procceding from Lanciano in the
direction of S, Vito are about 70 Canadian tanks
(probubly elements of 1 Cdn armd Bde).

In the arca of 5 Brit Corps, thc cneny, taking
advantage of the thick fog, attucked during the
whole day north of Ruatti, at S, Lconardo and on
the coast, with forces up to battalion strength ana
supported bv tanks, apparcntly with thc objcet of
establishing bridgeheads on the other side of the
Moro, While it was possible to clecan up the situa-
tion at S. Leonardo by counter-attack, the points
of pcnetration at Ruatti werc seiled off. Caldari
is still in the hands of thec cnemy. 4t thc coast
fighting was still in progress at dusk.

PW information:

1 Cdn Inf Bde (1 Cdn Inf Div) west of S. Vito.

21 Ind Inf Bde (8 Ind Div) in tnc Laneiano zrea,
According to PW statements 1 Cdn Inf Div has relicved
78 Brit Inf Div.

90 Pz Gren Div: On the extreme left wing of the
Division the enemy break-through to the north side
of the Moro was sealed off, The enemy still holds a
small bridgehead. During the fighting 11 prisoners
were taken, 3 tanks put out of action and one
wireless set captured., In the entire divisional
sector there was harassing artillery fire.

On the left*wing of the .army, powerful assaults

with the objctt of cstablishing bridgehesads on the
other side of the Moro in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div;
withdrawal of armoured forccs Ifrom the area before

26 Pz Div; and the lessening of artillery and patrol
activity in the scctor of this division, indicate a
coming attack against 90 Pz Gren Div.
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In the right corps-sector enemy fighting reconnais-
sances sent out against the main battle line were
rejelled. afcter defensive action against several
enemy assault detachments towards Frisa our patrols
withdrew north. 1In the coastal sector, cnemy
artillery fire was intensified.

Elecments of 2 N,Z. Inf Div hav. probably becn pushed
forward towards the North-East in the direction of
the mouth of the Moro.

according to wireless reconnaissance, 1 Cdn Div has
relieved 78 Brit Inf Div on the right wing of
8 Brit Army.

an attack along the coastal road by 1 Cdn Inf Div
with from one to two companies from the bridgeheads
taken the previous day was shellsd by our artillery,
In the sector between Foggiofiorito and the coast
there was harassing artillery fire and natrol
activity on both sides.

PW Information:

I Cdn Inf Bde between the coast and 3, Leonardo.
2 Cdn Inf Bde between S, Leonardo and Ruatti.
Elements of 8 Ind Inf Div in the area south of Ruatti,

The counter-attack launched in the morning to clean
up the enemy bridgehcad at Caldari (SW S. Vito) has
not so far been able to throw the enemy back across
the Moro, Battles are still in progress on both
sides of thc coastal road. Encay troops up to
company strength arec assaulting from the bridgehead.

Our moming counter-attacks with tanks and machine
guns for the cleaning up of the c¢nemy bridgehcad

at Caldari were repclled by 8 Ind Div. 31 prisoners
were taken (30 Indians and 1 Canadian). An attack
by 1 Cdn Inf Div from Ruatti with infantry and 25
tanks was held up at the eastern adge of the village
by concentrated fire, On both sides of the coastal
road battles with enemy shocik troons up to company
strength are still in progress. Intense traffic
activity as well as concentrations of vehiélés behind
2 N.2., £ Ind and 1 Cdn Inf Divs.

90 Pz Gren Div: On the cxtreme left wing of the
Army, the enemy assault along the coastal road from
the bridgehead resulted in a local penetration.
Reports on the result of our immeClate counter-
attack, which was supported by tanks, are not yct
to hand.

Efforts by 1 Cdn Inf Div to extend the points of
penctration south-west and north of S. Leonardo wcre
prevented, and the breaches were clcaned up in a
counter-attack. along the coastal road the battles
are still in progress. In the areas Guardiagrele-
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Arielli and Ruatti-S. Leonardo there is very lively
artillery activity on both sides. Motor vehicle
traffic and concentrations, and an assecmbly of

about 40 tanks at S. apollinarc were effcctively
fircd on by our artilloery and mortirs, Enemy landings
with small craft on the coast at Porto di acguabella
dircetly in front of our line are apparently only

for the purpose of moving up supplies and hcavy arms.

On the afternoon of 9 Dec, after further reinforcement,
the enemy resumed the attack against the risht wing

off 90 Pz Gren Div. All attcmpts by the cncamy to
plcrce our main battle line failced in face of the
combincd efforts of our arms. The fluctuating

battlcs, in which 2 enumy tanks werc put out of

action continued through the night. '

In the arca of 1 Cdn Inf Div, aftcr an enemy
penctration 2 km north of Ruatti had been repelled
during thc night, Can:dian forces attacked hirc
again at about midday without rcsult. At the same
timc¢ the e¢nomy launched assaults from S. Leonardo
west and north-west, under cover of a smoke-screen
and strongly supported by artillery and tanks, with
the object of enlarging his bridgehead, Jhilc the
thrust towards the north-west was repulsed, the encmy
gained ground in his push westwards. The attack

was haltcd west of Torre.  Also in the coastal
sector therc was again intense enemy fire, artillery
and aircraft equipped with cannon being employed,

PW Information:

1l Cdn Armd Bde in the northern coastal sector at
S. Donato.

On the left wing of 90 Pz Gron Div, the enemy con-
tinued his attempts during the aftecrnoon to push
furthcr ahsad from forrc, and to thu north-west
from S. Leonardo. The attacks were again held up by
the concentrated fire of all heavy arms, 5 enemy
tanks being put out of action, a4t about 1500 hrs

an enemy attack supported by tanks, on both sides of
Hill 84 (2 km east of road junction Route 15 and
road to Villa Grande) was thrown back in a counter-
attack. In a renewsd assault on Hill 84, & enemy
tanks broke through, 4 being put out of action.
Sporadic artillery fire and occasional smoke bombs
on our main line, our recar area and, for the first
time, on Ortona, '

H.Q. and 3 Bn Para Regt 3 are in the area behind
20 Pz Gren Div,

90 Pz Gren Div: 1In several assaults from the area
of Ruatti and S. Leonardo to the north-wecst and
north, the cnemy sought to enlarge his bridgeheads.
The assaults were repelled everywhere, partly by
counter-attack. One eneay tank was destroyed.

2 Bn Para Regt 3 was moved to Ortona to guard the
coast and to serve as a quick rescrve,
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In the area of 90 Pz Gren Div the enemy attacked
again 2,5 km south of Ortona and south-west of S.
Leonardo, TIemporary breaches in our main battle
line were sealed off for the time being. During
the evening all points of penetration were re-
taken in counter-attuacks.

The remnants of Gren Regt 145 have been moved to

the area around Filetto (W Orsogna) as divisional
reserve, Fus Bn o Inf Div was wichdrawn Ifrom

the front to be held as a divisicnal rescerve 3 km
SSW Ortona,

2 Bn Para Rgt 1 has been rclieved by Battle Group
Droste (Remnants of Gren Regt 145).

90 Pz Gren Div: Towards midnight thc cnemy achieved
a local break-throush scuth-west of Caldari. The
point of penetration has becn sealed off. .4 counter-
attack will be carricd out during the morning of

13 Dec. In the lcft divisional sector there was

no righting.

(ctd on next page)
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In the arca of 25 Pz Div, some enemy harassing fire.
In an effcetive coneentration of fire our divisional
artillery shelled the enemy forces, which were

advancing north over thc Moro bridses towards Frisa,

90 Pz Gren Div: In i series of assaults the cnemy
continued his attacks z2long the cntirc .ront. On

the left wing, 2 Bn Para Regt 3 rcpelled the enemy
with hcavy cusualtics., In the middle sector, there
was a penetration east of Licini, which wis inter-
centcd on the Orsogna-Oritona road. HElemenis of

the intruding enemy tricd without succéss tu out-
flank our truvops with singlc tanks, 2 Bn Para Regt 3
was moved down from the north to clean up the situa-
tion, and by sbout 2100 hrs they hid re-taken .
point 115 (4 km scuth of Ortona) in s»>ite of stubborn
enemy resistance, DBy that time 5 cnemy tanks had
been put out of action. Since midnight, after

intense artillcery prepar-tion and under cover of
smoke sereens, the enemy has been attacking in the
entire sector of Regt 200, Furthcer rejorts are

not yet to hand.

90 Pz Gren Div: The attacks co.menced by the cnemy
during the night continucd on a wide front and with
greatly increased artillery fire, On the right

wing of the Division the cneany attack was sealed off.
In the evening an cnemy attack in battalicn strength
and supported by tanks, which was cuarried out along
the coast, was repelled with hcavy eneay losses,

3 tanks being disabled. On the other hand, the
encmy wus ablce to breaik throuzh our lines in the
middlc sector with two assault dctachmcnts, that on
the west takings point 158 (4 lm NNY Frisa) on the
Orsogna-Ortona road. Tho dctichment on the right
forced its way through past Licini to point 155

(2.5 km NN/ point 193), ind veering north tried to
gain more ground, In the cvening of 14 Deec, in a
cunccntric attack against vhe point of penetration,
from the south-west by onu pangzer zrenadier battalion
and onc arnwoured company, and from the north by one
nvarachutc battalion, the cnemy wis Torccd back on
noint 155,

Intention: Complcte adjustment of the break-through.
To accomplish this, th: following unitcs 2re being
brought up: 1 Bn Parz Regt 3 from Chieti; and Group
Liebach (Pzra Regt 6, less 1 and 2 Bns, airborne Trg
Bn 2nd 5 Bty arty Regt 3), previously army Group
Rescrve, from the Cassino area.

90 Pz Gren Div: Shortly after midnight, after a
o=hour artillery prepzration of drum-fire type, the
enemy attacked the main defence line of Pz Gron Regt
200 on a wids front. For the most part we were able
to repel the attaek, Only at height 153 has the ensmy
been ablc to achicve a smull loeal penctration., In
the left divisional scetor there was no fighting

of importance,

e ————— ————————
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PW information:

3 Cdn Inf Bde of 1 Cdn Inf Div in the Villa Caldari
area, Thus the whole 1 Cdn Inf Div with 1, 2 and 3
Inf Bdes and 1 Cdn I’k Bde .re enguged in the
coastal sector,

90 Pz Gren Div: Our counter-attack re-captured
puint 155 at about 0330 hrs, and was resumed at
about 1500 hrs, It his not yet been possible -to
establish coaaunications between the two issault
detachments enszaged. Details are lacking., r[he
number of enemy tanks put out of zction on 14 Dec
has increased to 9.

Renewed enemy attacks up to buttalion strength

in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div were unsucccssful,
On the extrcme lelt wing, cnemy attacks on the
positions of 2 ind 3 Bns Para Negt 3 were likewise
beaten off with heavy losses. At the point of
penetration of the previous day, there are still
weak encmy forces occupying the road at either
side of point 155 (5.5 km SW Ortona). The height
itself is hceld by us.

Since 0500 hrs, the left wing of the divisional
sector and the extreme right wing of 90 Pz Gren Div
have been under artillery fire of drum-fire type.
Since 0400 hrs, the _enemy his been feeling his way
forward with tanks against Pz Recce Bn 25. an
attack against thoe lcft scetor of 256 Pz Div and

the right scetor of 90 Pz Gren Div is to be

expected in the near future,

At the dividing line betwesen 26 Pz Div ind 90 Pz
Gren Div, Pz Recce Bn 26 wis forced back to about
300 m north-west of the railway linc., An attcmot
by the enemy to foree his wcy through to Crecehio
(6.km NW Frisa) failed. During the afternoon,

- apart from numerous sursrise bursts of artillory

fire, there was no further infantry action.

90 Pz Gren Div:: 3Since early morning, after intense
artillesry preparation and with strong ané continuous
air support, the¢ encmy attacksd on a wide front

with the centrc of gravity on the right wing of

the Division., 'hile in the left sector all assaults
were repelled with hsavy loss to the enemy and the
disabling of one tank, he¢ succeeded in pbnetratlng
the main defence line between Marcone and point 198

(4 km W Frisa). During.thec midday hours, the

enemy continucd his attacks in force, with the object
of widening the breach. By msans of repcated counter-
attacks and after bitter fighting, we succeeded in
halting the attack on thc line Villa Baecilli -

point 127 (5 km NW and 7.5 km N Frisa respectively),
and so prevented a break-through.
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On the left wing of 2 Bn Gren Regt 361, the cnemy
madc a local penctration during the midday hours
which in the course of the aftcrnoon was cleaned
up in 2 countcer-assault. In . spirited counter-
attack, 2 Bn Para Regt 3 re-took points 137 and
115 (4 km 3 Ortona), fighting off cnemy counter-
thrusts, On the extremc 1cft wing of the .rmy,
thé cnomy carricd out scveril unsuccessTul reconnais-
sanccs in the area of Regt 3. One enemy tank was
put out of 2cetion by anti-tink guns, and 4 sccond
struck 1 minc ind was destroycd at closc range.

26 Pz Div: Towurds midday, our advancc posts

fought off a minor cnemy thrust, which was supported
by tanks. A rencwed assault in' platoon strcngth
ageinst the left wing was likewise rcoulsed with
heavy c¢nemy losses, Harassing firc by eicay
artilléry as well 2s surprise shelling in the area
NE arielli to Tello and Canosa continucd during

the whole day.

During che moming, after scveral hours of concen-
trated artillery fire (cbout 22,000( rounds), the
encmy supported by about 17 tanks, ztticked in

thc S. Elena area (3 km SY Ortonas and was able to
effect 1 small local penetration, which was secled
off, In the afternoon, cnother attack in battalion
strength, supported by 15 tinks, collapsed in the
concentrated fire of :11 arms, At the same time

an cncay thrust in the arca 3E Cusa Vezz.ni (6 km
SW Ortoni), also suprorted by tanks, was likewise
repelled, thc flak artillery accounting for three
cneny tunks. In the scctox of 2 and 3 Bns Para
Regt 3, cnemy assaults ilong the coast were repelled
with hcavy enezy losscs, Eneay tanks 2nd infantry
in position in the area arouand point 155 (12 km

N Orisa) werc shellcd by concentrated fire from

our battcries Ziad flak artillery.

During the morning, opcrations by assault dctach-
ments of 1 Cdn Div werc unsuccessful. At about

1400 hrs, aftsr intense artillery preparation,

two forces, c2ch consisting of 2 companies, attacked
threc times without success from the dircetion of

S. Leovnardo against point 115, and frum S. Donato

in the dircction of Ortoni, Encay forces with

tanks and iafantry in assembly positions at point 137
were broken up by concentrated artillery fire. 1In
the entire richt sector of the Corps thoere was
harassing fire by cnemy artillery, with fucal points
in the area of Villa Grande, Vill: Tomaso and

the road junction 1,5 km S35 Ortona. Between 1200
and 1700 hrs therc was intense artillery fire of
mediun and heavy culiosre, reaching at times 120 rounds
per minute.

In the zone of 90 Pz Gren Div enemy forccs it the
point of penetraition west of point 155 and at
point 127 have beéen inereasecd,
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H.3. 1 Para Div hove taken over command of the
new division:l scetor, Tuic H.2. at Y 14
(Miglinnico). Right boundary (to 90 Pz Gren Div)
Q1o - Y 16 - point 155 (Villamagna. -.Tollo =. .
point 155). In thc previous scctor of 1 Para Div,
the commandcr of Para Regt 1 is temporarily in
comnmand,

90 Pz Gren Div: Along the wuntire divisional
sector, the cncay pushed forward, it. first with
rathor wexk forces, tow2rds che main defence line,
An encny assault supnorted by tanks led to 4 local
penetration at point 151 (6 kXm SW Ortoma). after
midday there was harassing firc by encmy artillory
in the whole divisional scetor,

1 Fxra Div: In the morning, 2n enemy assault in
comp.ny strength sus)orted by 4 tanks on the right
wing of the division w.s repulsed with heuvy
casualties. On the other hand, after two 2nd a
hzlf hours of artillery prep>ration, :n enemy
attack in it least regimentil strenzth, with
strong tank support, succeeded in penetrating our
positions. After bitter, very heuvy fightiag,

the enemy was brought to xz halt. at the southern
fringes of Ortona. The town is being held for

the present. 1In this engi:gement the eneny suffered
very he.vy cusualties, Ortonz and 2lso Torre
Mucchii were under continuous ind he.vy .rtillery
Tire.

In the area of Battle Gr~=~ T~hnlenburg (Para

Regt 1), 65 Inf Div. .4 <o rFz Uiv the.e was patrol
and artillery acti.ity on bpth sides. Occasional
bursts of firing in the entiie sector of 1 Para Div,
the heaviest fire being west of Ortonai.

During the afterncvon 1 Cdn Inf Div attacked in
company strength south-west of Ortona. The attack
was repulsed, .n enemy »atrol of one section was
destroycd. Before the entire divisionil sector
harassing artillery fire pesides sevsral bursts of
surprise fire on Ortona.

90 Pz Gren Div: An esnemy :83ault in about company
strength in the neighbourhood of point 181 was
beaten off. The enemy artillery was ranging on
points behind the lines in the divisional sector.

1 Para Div: all battalions of - Para Regt 3 are now
engaged in the foremost line in the sector of

1l Para Div, 1 and 2 Bns Para Regt 4 are south-east
of Tollo and it Torre Mucchiz respectively as
divisional reserves,

In order to avoid the hecvy enemy artillery fire,

in the areas of 26 Fz Div and 90 Fz Gren Div our-

defencc line is being noved Back durinzg the night of ??
21/22 Dece to tle linc Arielli - south-cast sl.p of .
Cr-.cchia = 1 k. north-west 1 point 181 - P00 : ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ:r-'-
cast of p.int 181 - s.uthern birder .f Ortona. ;
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The preparations of the enemy for .ttacking the
lcft wing of 76 Pz Corps appcar to be z2lmost com-
nlcte,

In the right sector of 5 Brit Corps lively artillery
harassing fire with the he.vicst fire at Meloue,
Orsogna, aArielli, Villa Grande .nd Ortoni, increasing
at times to drum-fire in the coastal sector, Our
artillery shclled the continuously hcavy motor
vehicle traffic on the rouds Ferino - Castelfrcatano

- and Castelfrentano - 3Salarola. 10 prisoncrs from

8 Ind Div were captured at 3t di Cald.ri by ouec

of our patrols. 4 tink-supported enemy attick wuis
stopped on either side of Villa Grande by concen-
trated fire from 21l ams. Of 7 tunks foreing tholr
way through, 2 wers put out of .ction, after two
tank-supported .ttacks from the south on Ortonz at
about 0900 ind 1100 hrs by 1 Cdn Inf Div had been
beaten off in bitter fighting, in the ifternoon the
enemy attacked agzin three times wivn 2 Torce of

two regiments, strongly supported by ilrcraft, tanks
and artillery. all attacks wers be.ten of £, with

2 loss to the encmy of threc more tanks besi ies

very heavy casuzlties., Orton. is in our hands, a4t
point 127, two waiting enemy battalions werc effec=
tively shelled by our .rtillery.

A patrol from 8 Ind Inf Div which hzd pecnotrated
into Villa Grande was captured, At about 1150

and 1400 hrs, two more atvacks were beaten off
after rcaching the @astern horder of Vilk Grandes,
in spite of strong artillery suoport, Snemy con-
centrations south of the villuge were successfully
shelled by our artillery, ZEnemny 2ttacks in com-
pany strength north-east of height 127 collapsed
in front of our position., 1 Cdn Inf Div attacked
our lines south of Orton. rcpeatedly with forces up

- to two battalions stron., supported by tuinks em-

ploycd as artillery .nd using shock-troops with
flzme throwers. all 2tt.cks were repulsed, tho
enemy sustaining espceeinlly he:vy cisualiies,
Ortona remuins as before in our hands,

1l Cdn Inf Div atticked on th: whole divisionzl

front with superior forces, Two attacks, each

in battalion strength, on Villu Grande were
repulsed. In the middle scctor, after strong artillery
preparation and supported by six tanks, the encmy
attacked with vastly superior strength, and by

dark had captured the heignts on cither sidc of

S. Nicola, 4t the same time Canadiun troops pushed
forward against Ortona from south and south-west,
after the enemy had besen beatcen back several times,
he succecded, in strength not yet known, in pene=-
trating the placé during the evening, reaching the
centre of the town at about 2200 hrs. The house-
to-house fighting, in which both sides arec suffer-
ing heavy casualties, is still going on.
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Intention: 76 Pz Corps is withdrawing to the new
line of defence Vill:z: Grande - Torre Mucchia (3 km
NW Ortona), while fishting obstinitcly in the
intermediate irea,

26 25 In the arex of 1 Cdn Inf Div, ifter fluctuiting

L) fighting, during the coursc of which & detachment
was temporurily cut off by the cnemy, in the cven-
ing Villa Grande was still in our hands. as a
result of our counter-.ttick the cnemy had to give
up the height 1 km east of 3. Nicola, In Ortona the
bittcr house-to-house fighting l:stcd throughout
the day, the enemy being unible to gain any ground.
Encnmy casualties at Ortona are estimuted at gneo
battzlion,

Information from capturcd sources: T[he boundiry
between 8 Ind and 1 Cdn Inf Divs runs from the
castern bordcr of Villa Grande in a south-easterly
direction,

25 ° 25 In the sector of 1 Para Div the situation at Villa
Grande has not yet bcen clarified. Bach of the
heights at either side of 3. Nicolai is occupied
by one enemy battalion. The village itself is
gtill in our hands. The intended withdrawil movement
from Ortoni has not yet been carried out., In the
centrc of the town, fiscrec street-fighting still
continues, in which both sides are suffering heavy
casualties, 3 Bn Fara Regt 1 is stationcd as
rescrve 1 ka NE Z 21 (Villa [fomaso).

27 26 90 Pz Gren Div: The enemy is digging hémself in
the Vezzani area, In the left sector, an ecnenmy
attack in company strength on our advanced out-
posts at Casa Vezzani was resulsed, Our artillcry
supported the defensive fighting of 1 Para Div in
the area of Villa Grande and 3, 3lena, The rear
areas of the divisionz:l sector were under harassing
fire from cnemy artillery,

- Fluctuuating fighting continued throughout the day
on the entire front of 1 Para Div., at Villa Grande
two enemy attacks, at times in company strength
and supported by tanks, were repellcd, in some
places in han:i-to-hand fighting; in the course of
these engagements nine enemy tanks wsre put out
of 2ction with hand-grenadss (Faustpatronen).

In the middle sector we .ook point 108 (south of
S. Nicola) in a counter-attacik, :nd succeeded in
pushing through to the soutih. 3But the height
lying 1 km tu tae east of S,Nicola had to be given
up again in face of strong enemy pressurc. The
bitter Tighting at Orton. continues unibited. The

. situation at that place is still unchanged. Four

‘ enemy tanks were destroyed in hand-to-hand fighting.

29 prisoners were, brought in, ind 120 enemy dezd
were counted,
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In the area of 90 Pz Grea and 1 Fara Divs harassing
artillery fire on both sides. [Ihe penctr.tion made
yeaterday afternoon cast of S.WNicolu was sealed off.
Situction otherwise unchinzed.

1 Para Div: Durinege the moraing 2n aenemy attack
by about two companies ia the arex of Villa Grande
was rcpelled, and an cnemy farcc aisscmbled in the
rcar area was broken up by coaccatrated artillery
firec, another taink-supportced attaick in company
strength south-cust of Villi Graindc was likewise
unsuccessful., In the centre of the Division there
were no major actions, At Ortonu the fierce fighting
is still going un, and the cnemy is suffering
unusuxlly hcavy casuiltics, The situation there
is unchanged. =Encmy tanks, appyarently on zceodount
of the losses on the previous duay, were held back
more and used as artillery.

During the night, 90 Pz Gren und 1 Para Divs with-
drew to the line west of Z 22 - 1 km east of Z 34 -
Z 36 (W Villa Grande - 1 km I ollo - Torre Muechia),
without the enemy following up.

Troop concentrations of 1 Cdn Inf Div south of
Villa Grande were shelled by our artillery. In

the same area an enemy attack two companies strong
was repulsed during the morning. .another attack

in compiny strength supported by tanks suvuth-west
of Villa Grainde was likewisc unsuccessful., Two
cneay-oceupied houses on the eastern border of Villa
Grande were blown up with their occupants., Dast o
3. Nicola the encmy pushed forward closer o the
main defence line. At Ortoni the rierce fizhting
is still going on, and cinemy casuulties are un-
usually hoavy. The situ.tion there is unchange .,
The enemy is holdicg back his tanks more and using
them as artillery, apparcntly beciusc of his losses
on the previous duy.

1l Cdn Inf Div: 'While thée cnomy was still dirceting
heavy artillery Tfire on thc cvacuated positions
during the midday hours, in the afternoon he felt
his way forward carefully with patrols against our
advanced outposts. ZEnemy tanks asseabled south of
S. Nicols were shelled by our artillery. 1In the
fighting ycsterday .fternoon .t Ortonz the attacking
Canadicn infantry brigade suffercd sxccedingly

heavy casualtiecs and may be presuned o have been
severely weikened.

1 Para Div: after directin: heavy artillery fire
on the evacuated positions until middoy, in the
afternoon The eneay .nly fclt his way forwdrd care-
fully with patrols against our 2dvanced outpcsts

on the linc just west of Villa Grande - south-sast
border of Villa lomaso - 1.5 km 2 Villa Tomaso -
1.3 icn NW Orton.. Disposition of the Division:

.1 and 2 Bns Para Regt 4, 1 and 3 Bns Para Regt 3,

3 Bn Para Regt 1, 1 Bn Para Regt 1, 2 Bn Para Regt 3,
2 Bn Para Regt 1 in thelr respective sectors,

Because of the snowy and icy roads the remaining
units of the former Group Schulenburg have not yet
reached their divisional seetor,
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1 Para Div: Tanks waiting in position north or
Villa . Grande werce successfully shelled by the
concentrated firc of the entire artillery regiment,
Before the left wing of the Divisioun, the encny

is dizging himself in 2t point 83 (2 km W Ortona).-
Two enemy a2ttaicks clong the cozstal road, each in
compaany strength and supvortcd by tanks, were re-
pelled by the combined fire of 211 xrms, in some
places after bitter fighting. Onc cnemy taink was
disibled. During the aftcrnoon only moderate
artillery zctivity.

Informution from reliable sources: [herc, are signs
puinting to 1 Cdn Inf Div being relieved,

Information from capbured sources: The order of
battle of 1 Cdn Inf Div corrvspounds oo d.t= given
by the scetion "Forcign armics Vest®,

On 29 Dec at 1600 hrs an eneamy pabrol advaneing
along the Ortona - Pescar. rouad before 1 Para Div,
100 m froa our main defence line, was completely
wiped out. ;

1l Cdn Inf Div: an enemy attack two companies in
strength znd cccompanicd by six tanks along the
coastal road collipsed in the concentrated fire

of our infantry, the cneuy suffering very hsavy
casualties, Two enemy tanks were put vut of aetion
in our mine-field; the remainder veered off,

Heavy moor-vehicle traffic on the road Villa Grande -
S. Nicola.

Information frum r€lizble svurces: There are further
indications of the relief or discngagcmeny of

1 €dn Inr ‘Div, UHeits of 1 Cdn .ir.d Bde, ars
probably still in the Ortona area.,

1 Pari Div: In the middle sector of the Division the
enemy attacked .fter strong artillery preparadion.
Our advanced outpogts were forced to cvacuate Villa
Tomaso (3 km W Ortona) znd 2re now just north-west

of thit place, Along the coustal road the encmy
tried in several attaecks to force 2 bresak-through,
with foreecs up to two battalions. all atticks were
repelled, partly by the conccutrated fire of all
arms, partly in hand-to-hind fighting, the¢ cnemy
sustaining heavy casualties,

Information from relizble sources: Units of 1 Cdn
Inf Div, including 1 Cdn armd Bde, are still
engaged in the coastal area, R[glief of units of the
Division by 2« form:tion approximitely equalling one
divisivn in strength is presumubly under way.
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APTENDIX "O"
corxy
7 Coy Pz Regt 26 Company Headquarters
7 Dec 1943
Le Piane
1o 2 Bn

Combat report of the attack on Ruatti on 6 Dec 1943

On € Dec 43 at about 0920 hrs, the company received orders to dis-
lodge the enemy from Ruatti, which he had penetrated with tanks.

Our fighting strength was 9 tanks; 7 long znd 2 short. The com-
pany left its point of departure at about 0940 hrs, arriving first
in the area north of point 155, 2 km 5% Ruatti. There the situation
was discussed with the commander of Gren Regt 200, which was engaged
in that sector. T was not however able to cobtain any clear in-
formation as to the strength of the cnemy at Ruatti. A considerable
time then elapsed before the grenadiers who were to accOompany our
attack arrived, and we were not able to advance until about 1400

hrs.

Thc company proceeded along the highway as far as the road leading
to Ruatti in a north-casterly direction. From that point, the com-
pany decployed to the left of the road, advancing on Ruatti with
infantry on both sides and to the rear of cach tank, In spite of
the level terrain, it was only possible to proceed over the rough
ground in low gear. Because of the heavy growth (olive trees and
fairly high vineyards) the visibility of the individual commanders
was nil. 1In addition the fog was often rather dense, so that for
much of the time one could not sce even 100 metres, The grcnadiers
kept up well and conductcd themselves Splendidly.

The company was within about 200 metres of Ruatti, when we were
suddenly struck by a terrific bomberdment. Tank 724 was hit,
presumably in the fuel tank and immediately caught fire. The com=-
pany thereupon responded with counter-fire from all vehicles.
Naturally we could fire only in the direction of the muzzle flashes,
as we could see nothing becuase of thc dense growth. The massed
defence fire of thc cnemy continued, and in addition we soon came
under intensc and well-directed shell-fire, Tank 725 was put out
of action, the right track being shot off, and just afterwards the

‘turret was hit. At almost the same moment 733 was knocked out by

8 hit in the gears. Thc company's remaining 6 vehicles advanced

on the village in a series of rushes, at the same time firing
rapidly in the direction of the muzzlec flashes, it being still
impossible to gee anything. In the village a house was on fire.
712, which had broken out to the risht across the road, located a
party of about 30 encmy riflemen, firing on them and almost certain-
1y wounding the ma jority. After turning back onto the road, the
commandsr saw an enemy tank at thc edze of the village, which he
deStrOY?d with three shots. The remaindsr of the cempany had
worked its way forward in a scries of rushea, and was in some
places only about 50 mctres from ths village. The houses occupied
by enemy riflemcn were fired on. 721's turret was hit by several
shots, which game from guns in the forward area. ''e then saw yet
another enemy tank just in front of the village standing broadside
gn, the turret dirccted towards us; but it was no longer firing,
resumably we had disabled it. 134, on the lcft wing, had silenced



two enemy weapons in different places, having locatzd them by the
muzzle flashes, But it was not possible to ascertain whether
the guns had been destroyed. At about 30 metres from Ruatti 734's
engine was hit, and further hits followed in rapid succession,

Tle
The enemy defensive and artillery fire continued undiminished. Teh
grenadiers, who had rcached the first houses along the road, were
forced to withdraw. Under the circumstances, and in order to avoid
the loss of further vehicles, I considcred it better to attend to
the wounded and to the detanked and drifting crews. Assisted by
my gunners, I got thc badly wounded wireless operator of 721 into
‘my tank; likewise Lt Meyer, who had bcen wounded by shell splinters
outside the tank. After taking on board the remainder of the crew
from 721, who were slightly wounded, and another commander, I took
these men back to the point of departure and arranged for their
transfer to the field dressing station. Meanwhile, 712 went to the
assistance of a vehicle which had stuck. An attempt to tow back
725 and 733 failed. I therefore gave orders that they should be
blown up after removal of ceverything that could be used.

I then mounted guard with two tanks on the highway in the area north
of point 155-0330, -

Casualties:
Personnel:
3 dead, whom we have not yct been able to recover.,
6 wounded, of whom two are still with the unit.
5 missing. Reports on casualties will be sent in tomorrow.
Tanks:
4 tanks, long.
1 tank, short.

A detailed report will be 'sent in as soon as possible.

(Signed) Ruckdeschel

It snd Company Commander
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10 Army

ORDER OF BATTLE

9 Dec 43

(German Text)
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APPENDIX ")"

Top Scerct Command Matter

10 Army . Arnmy Headquartcrs
The Commander
21 Dec 43
Br B No 37/43
. 2 Copies
(Copy No 2)

To: Generzl Field Marshal Fessclring
C.-in-C. Southwcst (Army Group *C")

Acting in accordance with the wishes of thc Army, already expressed
on several uccasions, to take the offensive at the earliest possible
moment, I consider that the time has come for the thoroush annihil-
ation of 8 Brit. Army.

The situation in the co=stal sector is as follows:

The encmy is moving up 5 Brit Div with the objecet of achizving at
locast something in the coastal scctor of COrtona, in conjunction with
the threce divisions alrcady cngaged, which have been hard-hit in
the'rceent fighting.

To this end he has formed a strong concentration of forces, including
artillery, in the east. At Eusonio, the left flank is covered by
rather weak forces (1 Airborne Div) with one artillery group;
oppcsite the high mountains and the left wing of Battle Group
Schulenburg it is almost cntirely exposcd. Judging by the movement
of troops along the base it nay be concludcd that considerable
reserves are no longer available bchind tho front. No movement

of fresh forces from thc rcar areas is observed at present, If the
ma jor attack which is to be expect=zd during the ncxt few days is
once again beaten off successfully, thce resultant poriod of com-
parative weakness in the cnemy's fighting power should be made use
of to annihilate those clements of Army which are north of the
Sangro before the restcration of their full striking power.

The first objective:

Breaking up of the western enemy defence wing by envelopment from
the south and attack from the west.

The second objective:

Destruction of the enemg attack group by 2 thrust to the Adriatic
and an attack from the Urtona area towards S.Vito.

Distribution of forces:

Attack Group A.

(29 Pz Gren Div reinforcecd by Bn Brandenburg) From the Torriecella
area viz Altinc to P 29 and P 25 (Piazzano and Elici). Bn Brand-
ecnburg along the Sangro for bridge demolitions,



Attack Group B.

(Everg available unit of 3 Pz Gren Div, 65 Inf Div, 334 Inf Div
and 26 Pz Div)., From the area Gw rdiagrcle - Orsopgna - Casacand-
itella to Lanciano and the ad joining area Fossacecsia - S.Vito,

Attack Group C.

(Elements of 1 Para Div). Thrust from Ortona to S.Vito.

Time: Thick weather (to eliminate the eneny airfores.,) The
interval betwecn Christmas and New Year is nost suitable, as st
this time of year the eneny least expccts us to attack.

¥rom a successful blow of this naturc the Arny anticipates a decisive
result affecting not only 5 Aner Army but eliminating all the pro-
blems originating in the risks that have constantly to be acccpted

in the Rome - Northern Italy area,

Lt is requested that this preposal be examined and that the forees
be made available.

L.



APPENDIX "R

App to 4.0.K, 10 - Ops No 37/43
(Top Secret Command Matters)

20 Dec 43

.“ CoP Y

Commander
orps

To: Commander 10 aArmy

Sir:

The enemy situation in the northern sector is now: such that
the three reinforced British divisions that constitute the centre
of gravity of the attack arc located between the coast and
Orsogna, They are now concentrated in the northern sector to
an even greater degree than was previously the case, Our defen-
sive action of the last few days had inflicted very considerable
casualties on the enemy. The reconnaissancc oOf the enemy
artillery made on 18 Dec shows 12 batteries in the S.Vito area,
and 5 each round Lanciano and south-east of San Eusanio, . Therc-
fore here too there is a definite concentration, Yesterday's
decrease in enemy artillery fire would seem to show that they
are re-grouping further ahead because they have reached the last
efTfective limits of the former positions. The new enemy bomb-
én% line points to an intended breakthrough in the arca Crecchio-
rtona,

I am of the opinion that at the present moment the Corps has a
unique opportunity of anticipating the cnemy's intcntions by
launching an attack, and dealing the 8th army an aaniailating
blow,

1) Objective of attack: The rirst thrust to Lanciano along
e line Melone-Orsogna (at the same time silencing the
artillery group S.Eusanio), TIhe second thrust from Lanciano
to Fossacesia (or, if only smaller forces are available,
to S,Vito.), and at the same time a thrust from Ortona to S.Vito.

2) Object: ZElimination of the enemy artillery, and encirclement
0 ¢ mass of the three enemy divisions, L

3) Covering of the south-east flank by utilising the old main
defence line on the Melone-Lanciano road,

4) Time: Thick weather must be made full use of, in order to
éliminate enemy superiority in the air. The Christmas
feast days arc best suited to our purpose, as the enemy
will think that the Germans will then be in a soft mood.

5) Forces: 3 Pz Gren Div which was carmarked for relief of 90
Pz Gren Div and 26 Pz Div, together with 334 and 65 Inf Divs,
as also 26 Pz Div, to be used as assault group "South” from
"' Guardiagrele - Orsogna .- Filetto - Casacanditella - Rapino.,



L3

L3
.

gt 1%

Two reinforced regiments of 1 Para Div from Ortona to
3. Vito.

6) The present line to be held by 1l Acgt 3 Para Div and Para
Regt b0, the recounnaissance battalions of HU,G, ¥z Div and 90

Pz Gren Div, .n enemy break-through in the centre would
help the scheme of envelopment.

Pre-requisites for the above proposal would be the immediate
decision:

a) To retain 65 Inf Div here.
b) To move ud 3 Pz Gren Div immediately.

The uncovering of northsrn Italy is a ricsk that would have to
be “taken; t©the enemy will cortainly not force a decision there,

Up to now the defence has permitted the enemy again and again

to mass his Torces where he wished, .an attack by us would provide
the new 334 Div with a netter initiaticn to battle than

defensive warfare against superior material, and wnuld give

65 Div the dezired opportunity for rehabilitation.

(signed) HIRR





