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Information from German Military DObuinepts 
regard.ing Allied Operations ,in General and 
Canadian Operations in Particular · 

!N'rRO DUC TORY 

1. Information from German military documents 
for the period of the Italian c~paign from 4 Jan-4 Jun 44 
has been presented in Hist Sec (G,S.) Report No. 20. The 
substance of that report consisted of material relating to 
the role of 1 Cdn Corps in the bre·ach:ing of the Gustav 
and Hitler Lines. The next major operation of 1 Cdn Corps 
culminated in the assault on the Gothic Line. Portentous 
events took place, however, between these high points of 
Canadien operations in Italy; the creation of the Normandy 
bridgehead changed the overall strategic pioture, but for 
the miscarriage of plans to destroy the unsuccessful 
Filehrer the tottering empire of Hitler would have 
~ollapsed, and Army Group "C" - ever in the dark regarding 
the fut.ure emplo:vment of the Allied reserves in the 
Mediterranean area - withdrew behind the .Arno and was 
getting ready to offer strong resistance in a system of 
prepared defences in the Apennines• 

2·• The present report deals with the information 
which has' become available from German military sources for 
the period from the fall ~ of Rome to the evacuation of 
Florence (4 .Jun - 10 A1,ig1 i ·Dul:'ing this time the Canadian 
participation in the fightihg was limited to supporting 
actions by the Regiments of 1 Cdn .Armd Bde. These actions 
were carried out partly in the area or Tenth li.r!!JY and partly 
in that of Fourteenth Army. Although not much material has 
been ~ound in this cortneotion, a rough sketch of the tactical 
developments 6n the front of A:rmy Group "C" is being 
provided here for the sake of continuity and in order to 
establish a background for the analysis of the succeeding 
phase of the campaign. For what the principal actors thought 
at the time and what motivat ed their decisions will lend 
perspective to the nakad picture of the German dispositions 
as they were when the dr'ive on the Gothic Line was launched. 
Beclouded as it was by t he successful execution of a paver 
plan, the question of the prospective employment of 1 ,Cdn 
Corps at that time played so large a part in the 
deliberations of the German commanders in Italy that it 
can not be overlooked nor brushed aside as lacking in 
significance. · 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

3. The majority of the documents on which 
the present report is based were lent to Hist Sec (G.S.) 
by the German Nri.litary rocuments Section in Washington, 
D.C. Some of the more important documents have been 
photostated; in all cases where a photostatic. copy or 
a translation is being permanently retained, the first 
reference to the document i8 foll6wed by the Hist Sec 
(G.S.) Master Index Number . 

4. The substantial and accurate accounts in 
the War Diaries of Tenth Army were once more the most 
valuable source of informa tion. Some information was 
gathered from the occasionally nebulous War Diary of 
Fourteenth Army~ Material concerning the aftermath 
of the battle for Rome was found in the records for 
June 1944 of c.-in~c . Sout hwest • That month is 
apparently the only one fo r which fairly complete 
records of C .-in-C. Southwest are available; later 
periods are represented merely by some scattered and 
fragmentary files. 

5. A source of a somewhat different 
character exists in the f orm of a narrative based on 
the accumulation of documents at OKW/WFST (Armed 
Forces High Command/Armed Forces Operations Staff). 
The War Diaries of this headquarters are known to have 
been destroyed, but fortunately we arc in possession 
of a comprehens :J_ye stt .d.y based on this material by .Major 
Percy Schramm, previously professor of history at the 
University of Goottingon and during the war in charge 
of the day to dny compila tion of the top l evel War 
Dia ry.1t,filE One sect i on of Schrn'mmes work deo.ls with / 
the events in the Itali 11n t heatre of war from 1 Apr -
31 Dec 44. A photostatic copy of the translation of 
this section has been received through the courtesy of 
Hist Div, U.S . Deptof t he Arr'.ly (981A.10.(DllA). In 
addition to the f acts now generally known, a good deal 

~ Hist Se c Report No. 2 0 ~ pnro 4 

E£ Schramm~ PefCY Er nst, born 1894, Dr. phil 1922, 
lecturer He~delborg 1924 , full professor Goettingen 
1929~ Shreve Fell owship Princeton 1932-33. (From 
German r:Who' s Who?11 ( 11 V1er ist 's?") edit 193.5, 
Crerar Library 3 Otta.wn , Co.t NG. 083.D36) 
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of insight has l ately been gained into the reasoning behind 
the enemy's operations from narratives prepared after the 
wur by German senior commanders. The great historical value 
of these narratives cannot be diminished by a word of 
caution regarding the occasional assertions therein of on 
all~embracing prescience, assertions at variance with the 
r ecords written at the time, which present a picture rather 
of laborious and often futile attempts to divine f..llied 
intentions. 

6. Well over 1,500 tons of German tlilitary 
documents are in Americnn Gnd British hands. Of this 
much is gold and much is dross. It is not .expected that 
significant additions to this body of matGrial will be 
forthcoming. ~ccording to Dr. Hugh Cole*, material not 
in our hands by now is either known · to have been 
destroyed or to be in Russian hands. Speculation . 
regarding the whereabouts of the German divisional and 
regimental records came to an end in December 1947 when 
the Soviet repres entat ive on the Allied Control Commission 
stated that the remnants of the Potsdam archives had 
reached Moscow. 

LRMY GROUP "C 91 1 FTER THE Fiti.L OF ROME 

(a) German Reflections on the Causes of the Defeat 

7. Two weeks after the f all of Rome, on an 
intermediate defence line from coast to coast on the height 
of Lake Trasimene , .£1.:rmy Group "C" was able·again to \ 
resume its · old t ac tics of delaying warfare. In the mean
time however the ver y existence of the Army Group had been 
in jeopardy, its 1..rmies in danger of being separated, its 
western divisions in fear of encirclement and annihilation* 
In view of some recent additions to our knowledge of the · 
period in question it may be well to go back in the story 
and to examine from new perspectives the causes of this 
critical situation. Less even than in .the game of chess 
is it possible in the realm of Wl'l.rfnre, with its added 
imponderables, to det ermine with accuracy the nature of the 
variations which might .r esult from one or several changes 
in n given combination. And while it is not the purpos .e 
of this report to engage in speculation regarding that wnich 
might have been, some interest no doubt attaches to the 
reflections of . the l~my commanders and Chiefs of Staff of 
fJ>my Group nc". 

lf Cole, Hugh M., "Writing contemporary Milito.ry ·History", 
Mili t nry Affairs, l:'Tashington, D.C. , ·Fall 1948, pp 165, 
166. (Colonel Cole was the Combat Historian of the U.S. 
Third .Army, and later Chief of the European Section., 
Historical Division, U.S. Dept of the Army) 
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8. At the end of the first week bf June 
the Fourteenth ll:rmy was a badly beaten force. It 
had been the main sufferer in the whole debacle, and 
little groups of men banded around some surviving 
officer were all that was left of mruiy battalions 
and regiments. At 0600 hours, 6 Jun, Col-Gen 
Eberhard von Mnckensen haaded over command of the 
Fourteenth Army t o Gen Joachim Lemelscn.~ 
Mnckensen's r es ignation had not come as a surprise. 
AE variously shown in Hist Sec.Report No. 20, the 
Army commander o.nd his c. of s., Maj-Gen Wolf 
Hauser, had protested on many occasions against 
Kesselring's policy of drawing off to the front of 
Tenth Army the very reserves that would be needed 
to cope with the expected break-out of .Allied 
forces from the beachhead of .Anzio. Apparently 
ruling out the pos s ibility that stronger 
resistance .by Fourteenth .Army would have brought 
forth a correspondingly greater effort of the 
opponent, the high officers of Fourteenth Il.rmy claim 
that Kesselring's mistakes had beBn the cause of 
their defeat. In his studylilE Maj-Gen Hauser says: 

I 

* Lemelsen had been temporary commander of Tenth . 
h:rmy in November and December 1943 (Hist Sec 
Report No. 18, numerous references}. His 
confidential file at the Army Personnel Section 
of the German High Ccmmand reveals that on the 
basis of his performance at that time Marshal 
Kesselring regarded hin as "fully qualified to 
command an Army". Lemelsen was one of the very 
few German officers who as a Corps commander had 
been damned With faint praise and later on was 
selected for, and successfully exercised, a 
higher conmo.nd. He had comnandod·a Corps in 
Woehler's Eighth Army in tho East. Praising 
hin otherwise, General Woehler described him as 
"an average corps commander, not suitable for 
the next higher command". The Army Group 
commander had concurred. The explanation of the 
seeming contradiction niay be found in the fact 
that Woehlor and v. Mannstein had never been 
favourably inclined towards Lemelsen and had 
actively, though unsuccessfully, opposea his 
origimal appointment to the Eighth Army. 
(G.M.D.S. - Collection of OKW/OKH Personal 
Files of German Officers) 

Hist Div u.s. Dept of th~ krmy1 Manuscripts of · 
German ·Officers,""The Italian uam~aign", Part II, 
Chap 2, Sec A, p. 4 (981$0M (D80bJ) 
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The diversion of all reserves from the 
vicinity of the beachhead was a grievous 
mistake. Its disastrous consequences"had 
to be borne mainly by Fourteenth Arr:ry. All 
protests of the hxray against the removal 
of the reserves and all mention of the 
consequences thereof had been in vain. The 
Army -had to meet its doom with its eyes 
open. At the beginning of June then it lost 
its highly esteemed commander whose further 
cooperation with Marshal Kesselring had 
become impossible owing to their complete 
difference in conception and temperament. 
This is a model example showing how 
milit·ary command should never be influenced by 
other than sober military considerations. 
Had the German command done this is the middle 
of May 1944, Tenth krmy would have been 
withdr~nn to the Oaesnr line in good time, 
one or two divisions would have rewained as 
a reserve behind the beachhead-front of 
Fourteenth Army and a break-out of the 
enemy prevented until Tenth Army would have 
had completed its fighting withdrawal. 

9. In his comments on Hauser's and 
Westphal's~ studies, General von MackensenEl points 
out the following: 

As indicated by General Westphal, there 
had been differences of a professional 
(never personal) nature between Marshal 
Kesselring and myself for some considerable 
time, and at the beginning of February I had 
asked the Marshal twice to request from 
higher authority that I be relieved. I was 
unable to prevail against him with my less 

~ "The Italian Campaign", £E. cit, Part II, Chap 4, 
Section A (981SOM (D80f)~ Westphal's comments 
for this phase are brief. Between 1 May and the 
date of his repiacement as c. of s. of Army Group 
"C'' due to illness · and accident, he had been on 
duty only from 18 - 24 May. From 1 - ·17 May and 
from 25 May - 11 Jun, Colonel Beelitz, First 
Operations Officer of the Army Group had been. his 
substitute (ibid); on 11 or 12 Jun Lt-Gen · 
Roettiger· assumed the runctions of' o. ot' s. Army 
Group "C". (G.M.D.S. - 55291/4, Tenth Army, 
W.D. No. ?., vol "C" of Appx, tel cons 12 Jun 44 .) 

"The Italian Campaign", .2:E. cit 
Chap 12, Appx (981 SOM (n7970Tj 

Part I, 
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optimistic views which I believed to be 
correct; I thought that I owed it to the 
troops under my command to vacate the 
appointmente Unf.ortunately Marshal 
Kesselring declined to act on my requests 
at that time. I relinquished command of the 
Fourteenth lttmy at 0600 hours 6 Jun 44~ 

••. I agree with General Westphal that ••• 
political, propaganda or prestige . reasons 
(di~fcring in this from the Armed Forces 
High Commnnd and Hitler) did not pl&y a 
decisive role in Marshal Kesselring's 
decisions, but ·rathcr his glowing 
optimism v'!hich, according to my lights, did 
not count enough with the realities. This 
especi c:.J.ly with regard to the known 
quantities of warfare which are difficult 
to overcome und differ from the conditions 
of aeriul warfare with which the Marshal 
naturally was more conversant ••• 

The trans fer of the reserves from Fourteenth 
to Tenth Army had .. been the first and funda
mental error, and the sudden,. and for 
Fourteenth fi:rny completely unexpected shift 
in the inter-army boundary made .the situation 
intolerable.lflf Hauser's map No. l shows · · ~ 
clearly the decisive importance of this sector 
which was almost . denuded of Tenth .Army's 
troops. In this sector the enemy launched 
his decisive push with tho French Ex~ 
pedi tionary Corps at the focal point. Tho 
resul t could be foreseen •••• ~:JSl'. 

10. The views ·or Maj-Gen Fritz Wentzell, 
then c. of s. Tenth Army, regarding the Allied 
offensive in May 1944 have been presented in detail 
in a manuscript prep2r ed · for Canadian Military Head
quarters~EE. General v. Vietinghcff and his able 

Schramra, o, cit p. 37. Schran:nn merely states: 
"Effect i vc-2JUn Col Gen v. Mackens .en was 
replac ed in co!!.lrl.end of Fourteenth Army by 
General Lemels en " ~ 

E'! H.S. Re port No. 20, para 12.3 

EElf Kesselrlng ?s comments regarding the employment 
.of Para Pz Div H.G. and the change of the intcr
army boundary will appear in his forthcoming: 
'
9Comments of Pa:i:-t II of 'The Italian Campaign'." 

EE~* Wentzell, The Italian Campaign from Aug 43 -
Feb 45 ~ Enelish text (981.0l3(D3)). The original 
German text; appears as an .Appendix to chapter 3 
of "The Italian Campaign", ~cit, Part II 
(981 SOM (D80/e)8 . 
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Chief of Staff thought very nuch alike and usually 
were of one mind on matters of importance. · In his 
chapter dealing with the phase in question,~ the 
.A:rmy commander states: 

The author agrees in full with the 
opinions expressed by Wentzell with whom he 
was in daily exchange of thoughts during· 
the operations and the subsequent intern
ment. 

General v. Viotinghoff's synopsis, compressing into a 
few sentences the gist of many documents, recorded 
telephone conversations (and in the last part possibly 
afterthoughts) may well serve to record here Tenth 
Army's point of view in t he shortest available 
authentic form: 

(1) On the German side, a timely withdrawal 
of Tenth Army would presumably have 
prevented the breakthrough to Rone and the 
smashing of a large part of Fourteenth .Army 
as it was crossing the Tiber, or at least 
have delayed these events long enough to 
make possible an orderly withdrawal across 
the Tiber and through the difficult mountain 
terrain between Rome and Avezzano. On9e 
the breakthrough had taken place, reestab
lishment of an unbroken front right across 
Italy during 14 days of hard pursuit 
represents a performance of which troops 
and commanders may justly be proud. 

(2) On the Allied side, the operational 
and tactical planning of the great attack 
seems to the writ er to have been exemplary. 
This applies most of all to the daring 
commitment of American Fifth Army, 
especially the French Ex~editionary Corps, 
for the assault across t~e rugged mountuin 
ranges. 

On the other hand , from the Germ.an 
point of view, it does not appear to have 
been to the best ndvant age that the 
F.E.c., nnd l nter also the Canadian 
Corps, wer e held in res erve, and not 
put to bett er us e . Another prompt 
attack by the former on Subiaco would 
probably hnve cut off and snashed the 
right wing of Tenth Army, to which most 
of the divisions belonged , including 
the best. 

lf "The Italian Campaign", .212. £!1, Part II, Chap 3, 
pp 36-37. 
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A strengthening of the pursuit 
troops by the Canadian Corps in tho 
at first altJ.ost open area between 
Tivoli nnd the Lake of Bracciano, 
with the object of striking quickly 
at Rieti and Terni and through · Orvioto 
to Perugia.·and Arezzo, would have 
plac ed Tenth Army in an almost hopeless 
position, without in any way pre
judicing the pursuit of Fourteenth 
f-u:my~ Tenth Army would probably not 
have b een completely destroyed, but 
it would have been out of the question 
for it t o a.ga in establish a well 
or ganiz ed front as f ar forward as the 
Trasimene Lake. Even in the 
Apennines this could hardly have been 
d one~ The breakthrough into the Po 
valley might well have been the cul
mi nating point of the pursuit launched 
fron Rone . 

11. Mar shal Kess elring, in his comments on 
"The Italian Campaign, Part I",* made some statements 
applying ·with equal r el evancy to all phas es of the 
campa ign. Regarding orders r eaching hin from above 
he s a id: 

When I acc epted an order from above I also 
accepted the responsibility for it. My 
position was too high to allow me to hide 
behind the High Command or Hitler whenever 
this would have suited me or whenever events 
took an unpl eas antturn •••• 

Occ asionally he s eems to sne-or at who.t he calls the 
"dyed-in-the-wool evacuation-tacticians" whose 
"slogans would ever pr event any boldness in connnand" 
and "who called over-optimism the very quality of 
faith without which succ ess is unat.tainable. '' - 01 
his Army commanders t he Marshal said: · 

Their good qualities by far outweighea> 
individual weaknesses. In Vietingho~f I would 
have liked mor e hardness, in Mackenson more 
optimism, in Lemelsen more initiative. 

Of particular interes t from the Canadian point of_ 
view is his r ating of' t he divisional commanc1 er~: · 

Despite his peculiarities I nust r ate Ba ade ~ 
(90 Pz Gren Div) as a front commander of 
the most impres s ive type. Almost of equal 
merit was Heidrich (1 Para Div) who ·was 
matchless in the training of troops. Above 
average were: 

1E Kesselring's Conunents on "The Italian Campgain, 
Part I", pp 10-12 (981 SOM (D 84)) 

,I 
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General Fries, 29 Pz Gren Div 
General v. Luettwitz, 26 Pz Div 
General Rodt, 15 Pz Gren Div 
General Boehlke, 334 Inf Div 

The above group .. of six divisions corresponds closely 
to what ·wentzell called "the German ~'s best 
troops".* It also corresponds closely to the group 
from which came the divisions which furnished the 
main opposition to the advance of the Canadian 
forces. 

(b) Condition ot Army Group "C" 

12. One week before the evacua tion of 
Rome Marshal Kesselring had reported an estimated 
25,000 casualties for the period froa the beginning 
of the Allied May offensive up to 28 May.~* In a 
new · estimate on 1 Jun he s poke of 35,000 casualties 
(Photostat: 981/i.l0.(Dl36)): 

••• The projected a llotment of replace- . 
ments f ails to- cover the present and · 
imminently expected casualties. According 
to reports from the formations the number 
of casualties -in the meantime has risen 
to 35,000 and keeps mounting. Although not 
(yet) supp.orted by documentary proof, · this 
estimate does not seem to be toQ high. JIB 
a comparative figure O.B.SW cites the 
35,000 casualties of the Nettuno battle, 
where only a part of the divisions of the 
Army Group were committed, whereas at 
present all divisions hitherto with the 
.Army Group are engaged in the fighting. 
In order to maintain the battleworthiness 
of the mobile formations, O.B.SW therefore 
again requests an increase in the allotment 
of replacement battalions . 

(G.M.D.S. - 64832/6, W.D., O.B.SW, Appx 1-8 Jun, 
Lppx 21, 1 Jun 44) 

13. · During the battle and the. confusion of 
the first phase of the retreat it was nearly 
impossible to obtain exact administrative information. 
On 4 Jun Maj-Gen Freiherr von Buttlar of the Armed 
Forces Oper ations Staff had telephoned Kess elring for 
information regarding the conditi on of the Axmy Group; 
on 5 Jun, in an int er esting document (apparently made 
out in one copy only) the P..rmy Group commander 
report ed the situation as far as known. (Photostat 
981AlO. ( Dl37): 

••• By 2 Jun the divis ions had reported a · 
total of 38,024 dead , wounded and missing. 
The figure keeps mounting • 

••• The present combat value of ·the divisions 
is est imat ed to be as follows: 

Perc entage of the actual strength at the 
beginning of tho defenc e battle: 

* Wentzell, £12 cit, p. 41, (981.013 (D3)) 
.. · EE H.S. Report No. 20, para 169 
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Hy A.-Tk 
Personnel Guns Guns 

4 Para Div % % % 
50 50 50 

65 Inf Div 30 50 40 
3 Pz Gren Div 20 40 40 

.362 Inf Div 10 30 5 
60 30 715 Inf Div 15 

Paro. Pz Div H. Q,. 45 · ? ? ( D.) 
90 Pz Gren Div 15 30 5 
29 Pz Gren Div 20 50 30 
26 Pz Div 20 40 20 

305 Inf Div 25 50 20 
5 Mtn Div 30 40 10 

114 Jg Div- 20 40 40 
278 Inf Div (Compl et e less equipment not yet 

supplied) 
94 Inf Div 10 40 10 
92 Inf Div 40 30 40 
71 Inf Div 15 ? 10 

334 Inf Div 50 50 50 
15 Pz Gren Div 30 40 20 
44 Inf Div (H & D) 15 20 15 le 
1 Para Div 15 15 15 · 

356 Inf' Div (Compl ete; not yet committed) 

(a) Including element s not yet cornnitted) 

(G.M.D.S. - 64832/6~ w·.D.' O.B.SW, Appx 1 - 8 Jun, 
Appx 208, 5 Jun 44)~ 'Further information was 
supplied on 8 Jun in a n emorandum listing all the 
divisions of the l 'i:I:my Group and stating of each 
whether still capable of commitment or requiring 
a shorter or longer span of time for reorganization 
{Photostat 981Al0.(Dl38)), (ibid, Appx 272, 8 Jun 44) 

14. By 10 Jun the Tenth Ju-my was in a 
position to supply at l eas t s ome concrete inforIIlEl.tion. 
From a series of abbreviated condition reports, 
submitted to O.B.SW on 7, 9 and 10 Jun, it is 
possible to est ablish the then existing fighting 
strength of some divisions (Photostats: 981Al0 
(Dl39; Dl40; Dl41)): 

lE 44 Inf Div carri ed the designation "Reichs
grenadierdivision Hoch and Deutachmeister"; in 
the present report it is being referred to by 
the shorter numerical designation. 
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Fighting Strength• 

76 Pz Corps 

Parn Pz Div H.G. 
15 Pz Gren Div 

1 Para Div 
94 Inf Div 

14 Pz Corps 

29 Pz Gren Div 
90 Pz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 

Sperrgruppe Ortner=ae 
{formerly 44 Inf Div) 

Sperrgruppe SchrankEE 
{formerly 5 Mtn Div) 

Sperrgruppe Boels en** EE1E 

(formerly 114 Mtn Jg Div) 

305 Inf Div {8 Jun) 
334 Inf Div 

811 all ranks 
2,488 all ranks 

·902 all ranks 
1,650 all ranks 

2;299 all ranks 
2, 185 all ranks 
1,424 all ranks 

1,762 all ranks 

5,223 all ranks 

3,386 ell ranks 

5 87 all ranks 
unavailable 

A similar picture of ruination emerges from the 
figures dealing with tho number of remaining t anks and 
guns. {G.M.D.S~ - 55291/3, Tenth 11.Tmy, W.D. 7, 
vol "B" of Appx, Ap:px 266, 7 Jun; Appx 346, 9 Jun; 
Appx 364, 10 Jun 44) 

15. The foregoing shows how difficult it 
is at times to establish even approximate figures of 
casualties. In the statistics prepared at the · 
highest levels of the Gernan military structure, the 
casualties experienced during phas8s of groat combat 
activity appear only at much later dates. This must 
be borne in mind whenever the question arises of how 

* Fighting strength (Gefechtsstaerke) means: Total 
actual strenth less .personnel on leave, sick and 
wounded, on comB.and, and "trains" (soldiers in 
charge of transport, baggage , horses etc). 
(G.M.D.S. 75138/1, O.B.SW, 21 Jun 44) 

** Origin of designation shown in Hist Sec Report 
No. 20, para 158 

*** n.ie to an error in the original German document, ~ 

Sperrgruppe Boelsen was shown as Sperrgruppe 
Ohlsen in Hist Sec Report No. 20, para 158. 



- 12 -

much damage was inflicted during a given time. 
A good deal of information can bo gathered from tho 
periodical tabulations prepared by thG Chief Medical 
Officer at the German !i:rmy High Conr:i.and for dis
tribution to a few tc~-lovel agencies. (Photostat: 
981AlO. (D 142) 71 pages). It is seen for 
instance that of the 7,620,000 casualties reported 
by the end of March 1945, 423,600 had eccurrod in tho 
area of O.B.SW. Eut it will be noted also that the 
figures for Fourteenth i\.rmy remained unchanged fron 
31 May to 10 Jul 44, and that in consequence the 
greater part of the losses in the battle of Rome was 

· shown for the first tine in July. Considered with 
due caution, however, the figures for Arey Group "C" 
(exclusive of Navy, Air Force proper and German
allied formations) are not without interest; selected 
totals will be found in Appendix nA" to this report. 
(9811d.O.(D143)). (G.M.D.S. - H 17/205, Casualty 
tabulations of the Chief Medical Officer of the Army 
High Cormnand (General Staff Army/~.M.G. Branch}) 

16. In a strength return dated 14 Jun 
(for 1 Jun), O.B.SW declared his inability to supply 
the figures for Tenth und "Fourteenth Armies. 
(Photostat: 981A10a(Dl44)). The value of this 
document lies in the fact that it supplied a strength 
return for Armeeabteilung v. Zangen.~ EE 1ElEJf 
In Hist Sec Report No. 20, para 61, reference was 
made to the lack of information regarding the 
numerical strength of this formation. To close 
this gap in part at least, some figures are being 
quoted here from the more detailed breakdown in the 
document: · 

1 Jun Ju-meeabteilung v. Zangen 

German Ar my Personnel 
Turcomans 
Italian Formations 

57 ;102 
8;479 

15,523 

81,104, 
\ . 

A German "Armeegruppe" or "1'..rmeeabteil'ling" was not 
an Army Group in our sense of the word, but 
merely a temporary, provisional organization, 
intermediate in status and responsibility betw.een 
Corps and Army. The German term for our .l\.rmy 
Group is "He er es gruppe ". 

~x A collection of photostats of the most important 
available documents regarding the organization 
and task of Armeegruppe v. Zangen is being 
~ermaflently retained by Hist Sec (G.s.). 
(9811 ... z.} 

I 

E£M .ilrmeegruppe (lat er" i\.ITJ.eeabteilung) v. Zangen: 
Hist Sec Report No. 20 paras 26, 6l 1 and others. 
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In addition to this, the doeument reported the 
strength of the organization directly under tho 
command of the "Plenipotentiary Representative of 
the German Armed Forces in Italy":* 

German Army Personnel 
German Air Force Personnel 
Non-German Eastern Volunteere 

5,847 
. 16 

2~291 

8,154 

(G.M.D.S. - 628J4/5, W.D., O.B.SW, ~px 9-15 Jun, 
14 Jun 44) 

(c) IIm!lediat e Measures 

(i) Retreat to the Trasimene Line (5-19 Jun) 

17. A full analysis of the situation of 
.Army Group "C" after the fall of Rome appears in: 
Schrrumn. {QE. cit). The original documents on which 
Schramm basedliis study of the deliberations and 
decisions at the highest level have been destroyed 
(para 4, above). Sone of the documents introduced 
in the following however will serve to authenticate 
Schramm's statements by virtue of the f act that they 
are identical copies of the ones destroyed at the 
headquarters of the originator; others are 
operation orders r eflecting Kesselring's views and 
intentions. On 8 Jun General Warlimont,** who had 
been sent to Kesselring's headquarters for 
information and consultation, reported to Col-Gen 
Jodl:EDE 

In my opinion the most important fact established 
so far from my conversations with the Marshal 
is that, if the worst should happen and despite 
the greatest efforts the enemy can not be 
brought to a halt previously, it will be 
necessary to fall . back to the Gothic position in 
about three weeks. O.B.SW believes that, unless 
the enemy carries out an encircling landing, he 
will be able to l engthen this time considerably 
by fighting a delaying action with all means 
available. Consequently I concur with O.B.SW in 
holding necessary the extension and the utmost 
acceleration of all measures for improving .the 
defence potential of the Gothic position. ••• 

(Photostat: 981Al0. {D 145)) 

(G.M.D.S. - 64832, W.D., O.B.SW, Appx 1-8 Jun, Appx 262, 
8 Jun) 

Plenipotentiary Representative of the Gerr:i.an 
Armed Forces in Italy, General of the Infantry 
Rudolf Toussaint. (Bevollmaechtigter Gene~alder 
deutschen Wehrmacht in Ttulien).s.t~.:981CS.(D2). 
German.Chain of 0ommanu in the Italian Theatre 
of War. (G.M.D.s. - 43005/3, w.n., 76 Pz Corps, 
Vol II Of 11.prx ) 

E£ lEJEJ£ General of the li.rtillery, Walter Warlimont, 
DeputyChief of the Arme1 Forces Operations 
Staff; Col-Gen 1\lfred J6dl, Chief of the i\.rmed 
Forces Operations Staff. 

\ 
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18. On the day following this conference 
with the representative of the ,1\.rmed Forces 
Operation~ Staff, Marshal Kesselri_ng i~sued a 
comprehensive Operations Order for a gradual 
fighting withdrawal to the Gothic Line.* EE A 
photostatic copy and a translation of this 
document a~pear as Appendix "B" ·to this report 
(981AZ(D50) (G.M~D.S. - 64839/2, w.D., 
.Armeeabteilung v. Zangen). A large map which was 
appended to the operations order showed the name 
and course of the various main and intermediate 
defence lines from the Dora Line to the Gothic 
Line. (Photostat 981AZ. (D51). The introductory 
paragraphand some salient points of the order are 
being quoted here: 

For the general conduct of operations in the 
Mediterranean area it is of decisive importance, 
particularly in view of Italy as a potential. 
springboard for an enemy operation against the 
Balkans, to retain as much of Italy as possible. 
It is therefore the task of the Army Group, by 
stubborn fighting to prevent the enemy from . 
pushing on further towards the North. 

Thus it will begin by defending the DORA Line,filE* 
and will only withdraw towards .the North if 
forcedto do so by the enemy. However, in tho 

Prior to 25 Apr 44 known as the '"Apennine 
Position", from 25 Apr to 16 Jun known as 

"Gothic Position", after 16 Jun 44 known as 
"Green Line". · (Ford etails see Hist Sec 
Report No. 20, par& 62f. 

** Schramm; £l2. cit, p. 62: 

After the Fuehrer had requested on 15 Jun 
that the name of the Goten position be changed 
immediately because, in case of its capture, 
it would give the enemy a pretext for cries 
of victory and suscitate false conceptions 
on our side, . it received the name of "Green 
Line". 

EE~ Once again a Dora Line is encountered. Ila the 
earlier Dora .Line precoded the present one by 
a mere month, the courses of both lines are 
being restat~d belowi 

Dora po~ition in May 1944 (Part of Gustav 
System) i ' · 

Formia - 2 km east of Esperia - 2 km west of 
Belmonte - M. Bianco - 750 m east of 
Picinisso - La Meta (connected.with Sefiger
Riegel-between Terracina and s. Oliva). 

I 

Dora position in J~ne 1944 (after the fall of 
Rome): 

South slope of the mountains east of Orbi tello -
south shore of La~e Bolsena - Narni· - Rieti -
Aquila - south slope "of Gran Sasso - Torre, 
thence Foro position. 

' ~ •" ' I ~ 
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event of any further stren_gthening of the 
enemy forces, or · if there is a bas1c change 
in the situation, a gradual withdrawal to the 
GOTHIC position may become necessary~ 

This withdrawal movement is to take place 
only after stubborn fighting and over several 
lines of resistance, each of which is to be 
held as long as possible. Between these 
resistance lines, the 11.rmies are to form 
intermediate lines in such a manner that the 
withdrawal movement -will not exceed 15 kms 
at any one time. .. •• 

••• In future, each withdrawal must be approved 
by O.B.SW. Plans for the following day are 
therefore to be comrn.unicated to O.B.SW not later 
than 1200 hours of the preceding day. 

••• Insofar as the situation allows without a 
decisive further weakening of the fighting 
power, the DORA position is to be defended, in 
order to- int ercept the enemy's advance and to 
make it poss i ble for our fornations to 
reorganize • 

••• In the event of developments in the situation 
naking a further withdrawal absolutely necessary, 
orders for"the withdrawal will be issued by the · 
.Army Group. The code word for this operation 
is A.Ll'...RIC H • 

••• Once the FRIEDA Line~ has been reached, it is 
intended to divide the whole of northern Italy 
south of the Po into two Army areas, which will 
be taken over by Tenth Army (left) and . 
Fourteenth Army (right) • 

••• All preparations for the withdrawal movement 
.ALARICH are t o be mad e in such a manner that~ 
after the appropriat e order has been received 
from the Army Group , the movement can begin 
forthwith. The planning staff for this movement 
is to be li~it ed to the absolutely necessary. 
Telephone convers ations referring to the with
drawal are forbidden. 

19. This operat ions order was received by 
Hitler with misgivings and district. Despite the .. 
known tenaciousness of his .Axmy Group Commander, 
Hitler now suspected him of wanting to fall back to· 
the Gothic Line Without offering serious resistance. 
In his narrative, General Roettiger, Kesselring's '·,·-..... , 
Chief or Staff, said: 

~ Grcsseto - Orlia sector· - Lake Trasimenc - Nocera 
- Camerino - Tolentino - Porto Civitanova (see 
also para 33 below) 
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The Army Group Order for the wi thdra.wal to 
the Apennines was misconstrued by the High 
Command as meaning that O.B.SW now intended 
to withdraw to the North "unconditionally" 
and even when not forced to do so by the 
enemy. As a consequence of this misinter
pretntion not a day went by without Army Group 
receiving verbal or written orders "to resume 
the definitive defGnce of the . Italian area ns 
far south as possible at all". The resulting 
tension between the High Comrmnd and O.B.SW 
led even to the situation where Kesselring's 
repeated request for a personal interview 
(either for himself or his c. of s.) with 
Hitler wns not acceded to until the beginning 
of July 1944. ("The Italian Campaign", ~cit, 
Part II, Chap 4, Sec B, p. 7) (981 SOM 
(D80f)) 

Even from the limited original documentation 
available the fact emerges clearly that Kesselring, 
previously the one to hold his A:rmy commanders on a 
tight leash, now was himself being firmly taken in 
hand by the High Command and spurred on severely in 
his efforts to reach the Gothic Line as late in the 
year as possible. At that time, shortly after the 
invasion of Normandy, the German commanders knew 
well enough that only a miraculous turn of events 
could ward off an ultimate collapse.~ But the 
machinery of war was still functioning, and by a 
combination of superb staff work on all levels, the 
strong will of Kesselring and the pressure from a 
High Command extremely sensiti~e to dangers 
threatening its pattern of strategy, it became 
possible to slow down the retreat and in effect to 
prevent the Allies from reaching tne Plains of 
Lombardy before the spring of 1945. A vastly 
different ·course of events would have to be recorded, 
of course, had not the Allied landings in southern 
France required the withd·rawal of seven good 
divisions from the Italian theatre of war. 

20. Kesselring's operations order was 
issued on 9 Jun. How quickly the High · Command 
reacted can be surmised from an entry in the War 
Diary of the Army Group on 10 Jun: 

In a teletype message to the High Command 
Marshal Kesselring reaffirms his intention 
of defending rtaly as·rar south of the 
Apennines as possible. This intention has 
already been clearly stated to General Warlimont. 

~ e.~.: In a telephone conversation at 2215 hours 
on 11 Jun, c. of s. Tenth Army said to Ops Offr 
Army Group: 

"There can be no doubt that the time for 
illusions is past; whoever still holds 
illusions is •••• (expression not recorded) 
(G.M.D.S. - 55291/3, Tenth Army, W.D. 71 
vol "B" of Appx, 11 Jun, .Appx 38la, p. 5) 
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•••Nevertheless it is possible that O.B.SW 
will be f orc ed to c ontinue the withdrawal. 

••• O.B.SW regards it us his second i mperative 
duty to prevent the destruction of his Armies 
before they r ear.h the Gothic Line· and· to let 
them reach the new line in battle-wo~thy 
condition. 

(G.M.D.s. - 64832/1, O.B.SW, W.D. 1-15 Jun, 
10 Jun 44) 

On the next day we find the following entry: 

11 Jun Order from the Fuehrer: 
,ii' 

Delaying ~type of) r esistance must not be 
continued till the Apennines are reached. 
After reorganization of the formations the Army 
Group will resume defence operations as far 
south of the Apennines us possible. (ibid, 
11 Jun) 

Hitler's order to make a stand instead of with
drawing was questioned by Kesselring in a telephone 
conversation with Jodl on 12 Jun. The represent
ations made by the Marsha~ on this occasion were 
r ec,orded in an Appendix to the War · Diary · 
( r~otostat and TrPnslntion: 981Al0. (Dl46). Briefly 
stated, he pointed out the f ollowing: 

-
(a) under present conditions the defence of unprep-

ared positions is hopel ess; 

(b) the danger of an encirclement of Tenth . .hrmy is 
still great; 

{c) if reached with too weak forces, the Gothic 
Line can not be def end ed succ essfully; 

{d) defenc e f ar south of the hpennines entails a 
serious threat to the flanks; the f orces 
available for coastal defence are insuffici ent; 

(e) if due to a slow withdrawal movement the Allies 
reach the Gothic Line simultaneously with the 
German troops, there will be danger of an 
immedi ate breakthrough. 

"For this r eason : Renewed suggestion to 
carry out the oper ation lJ..~lRICH." (s ee 
para 18, above).* 

{G.M.D.S . - 64832/5~ W. D., O.B. SW , Appx 1-15 Jun, 
Appx 156, 12 Jun 44J 

* Kesselring ' s unusually pessimistic attitude on 
that day may be explained in part by the fact that 
he had been advised by the High Command of a 
possible .Allied l anding oper ation int ended t o cut 
off' Army Group "Ctt. (G.M.D.S. 64832/l:., O.B.sw, 
W.D., 1-15 Jun, 11 Jun; Schrrumn, .2,E cit, p. 47J 
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21. After 12 Jun the rela tions with the 
High Command were not r eferred to in the ·war Dinry · 
of the Army Group for a considerable time. However, 
there is ample though indirect evidence that the 
suggestions of the Marshal had been turned down 
flatly.* On 14 Jun he issued a sharply worded 
"Army Group Order fort he Transition to tho Defence" 
(Fhotostat and Translation: 981.AlO (Dl47)). In 
essence the order read : 

The Gothic Line must be built up to the point 
where- it will be strong enough to resist any 
large-scale attempt of the enemy to oreak 
through to the plain of the River Po. In 
order to win the required time the Army Group · 
will stand and def end the Albert-Frieda Line.** 
Every officer and man must know that upon 
r eaching this line the delaying tactics will 
come to an end and the enemy advance and 
breakthrough must be stopped •••• 

( G.M. D.S. - 64832/5, W. D. , O,.B .SW, i1.ppx 9~15 
Jun, Appx 9 for 14 Jun) 

His renewed will to stand and fight, as well as 
his mood, were shown by Kesselring in a conversation 
with the commander of Tenth .Army on 15 Jun: 

1115 hours v. Vietinghoff - Kess elring 

K: I have just been speaking again with 
Lemelsen regarding the kirid of 
fighting to be done; that it is 
impossible - as just has happened -
t o fall back for 20 kms as the crow 
flies in one· day; that it must not 
happen again. 

v. V: We try anything in order to slow down 
the tempo. 

K: I told him that we have to stiffen the 
resistnrice with all forces lest the 
whole thing beBin to slip. In the 
.1\lbert Line it will have to come to a 
halt in any case. 

H In ·the telephone conv ersation referred to in para 
19f above, at 2215 hours 11 Jun (after Hitler's 
order to stand and fight had been · received), 
Ops 0ffr Army Group "C" said to C. of S. Tenth 
Army: . 

"There is no doubt that the Marshal had 
other intentions, but when the Fuehrer says 
"Thus it shall be done"~ that is the way 
it will have to be done. •·· 

(G.M.D.S. - 55291/3, Tenth Army, w.n. 7, vol ttB" 
of Appx, Appx 38la, p. 5, 11 Jun 44) 

lBf What is called the Trasimene Line in Allied 
records, was called the tt.iUbert" or "Albert
Frieda" Line by the Germans. 
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v. V: I do not believe that it will come 
to a standstill for long. 

K: The Fuehrer has given me explicit · 
orders to defend (the Albert Line). 
I have · given the appropriate 
orders •••• Lemelsen was made very 
unhappy by my words, but after all 
it must be possible to use strong 
language at times; we can not afford 
to go back 20 - 30 kms in one day •••• 

(G.M.D.S. - 55291/4, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, 
Appx 12-16 Jun, Appx 502, 15 Jun 44} 

22. A schematic Order of Battle of 1.\.rmy 
Group "C" was issued on 15 Jun 44. Due to several 
changes in organization .a new edition was prepared 
on 23 Jun. Photostatic copies and translations of 
b.oth documents a~pear as Appendix "C" to this report. 
(981.l\10.(Dl56)) {G.M.D.S. - 64832/5, W.D., o;B.SW,. 
Appx 9-15 Jun, 15 Jun 44, fol 285; 64832/4a, W.D., 
O.B.SW, Appx 17-23 Jun, 23 Jun 44, fol 416)* All 
G.H.~. formations in the area of O.B.SW and their 
various attachments were shown in a tabulation 

§ The above German Orders of Battle of Army Group 
"C" have been compared with the "Order 6f Battle 
of German Forces in Italy on 20 Jun 44", as shown 
in Appendix "E" of "Operations of British, Indian 
and Dominion Forces in Italy", Part II; 
Section F, page 26. Disregarding minor dis
crepancies, in the light of more recent 
infornntion the following items should be read 
in conjunction with Ai:.P_endix "E": 

(a) On the German charts 356 Inf Div was shown 
as a component of 1 Para Corps; in 
Appendix "E" this division was not listed. 
The War Diary of Fourteenth Army shows the 
following entries: 

356 Inf Div: 

6 Jun 
7 Jun 

9 Jun 

11 Jun 

13 Jun 

14 Jun 

Approaching. 
Elements reached area between 
Lake Bolsena and Tiber. 
As troops still green, provided 
with battle-experienced N.c.os. 
Relieved elements of 4 Para Div 
in Corps sector. 
The withdrawal of the left wing 
of 1 Para Corps (356 Inf Div) was 
carried out successfully, thereby 
preventil!Jlg a decisive breakthrough 
on the inter-army boundary. 
Committed on the boundary with 
Tenth A:rmy. Engaged in heavy 
fighting. 
(G.M~D.S. - · 59091/1, Fourteenth 
A:rmy, 1rv.D. 3) 

356 Inf Div was subse~uently shown as operating 
alongside 4 Para Div (G.M.D.S. - 64832/5, W.D., 
O.B.SW, Appx·9-15 Jun, folios 269 and 274, 15 ·Jun 
44; 64832/4a, W.D., O.B.SW, Appx 17-23 Jun 44, 

(Footnote continued 0n page 20) 



- 20 -

dated 21 Jun. A translation of this list appear as 
AppendiX "D" to this ·report (Photostat 981AlO. {Dl60}) 
(G.M.D.s. · - 64832/4a, w.D., o.B.SW, Appx 17-23 Jun, 
21 'Jun 44, fol 279) 

23. A full description of the tactical 
retail of the German withdrawal to the Trasimene 
Line would transcend the scope of this report. A 
good picture of the difficulties encountered and 
the evolutions carried out by the German forIIE.tions 
during this phase will be found in the pertinent 
chapters of · "The Italian Campaign", .£12. cit. 
Although Canadian units for the moment were 
involved in the pursuit to a small degree only, 
for the sake of continuity and in pursuance of the 
policy adopted in preceding reports, the most 
significant documents of Tenth Army and the most 
important entries in its War Diary are being 
introduced below.JE 

~ (Cont'd from page 19) fol 169, 20 Jun 44). 
On the sit maps of adjoining Tenth Army the 
Division was first shown on 18 Jun in positions 
south of Montepulciano (G.M.D.S. - 55291/15, 
Tenth Army, sit maps, 18 Jun 44 and later) 

(b) On the German · charts 188 Res (Mtn Div) and 
3 Regt Brandenburg were shown for the 
Adriatic Const Command; Appendix "E" shows 
187 Res Mtn Div (Note: This latter division 
had been absorbed by 42 Jg Div as Battle 
Group 187. Successive orders of battle of 
356 Inf and 188 Res {Mtn} Div appear in: 
G.M.D.s. - Hl/533, Orders of Battle of 
Divisions in Army Group "C ". (Photostat: 
98lil.10 (Dl35)). 

(c) On the German charts H.~. 75 Inf Corps was 
shown as under command of Fourteenth Army. 
In this connection the War Diary of 
Fourteenth Army showed the following entry: 

18 Jun To ensure uniformity of command in 
the coastal area on both sides of Livorno, 
Headquarters 75 Inf Corps with formations 
under command (less Brigade Group with 14 
Fz Corps to be under command of ·Fourteenth 
Army (G.M.D.s. - Fourteenth .Army, W.D. 3, 
18 Jun) 

~ With the exception of those specifically 
identified, all quotations in paragraph 23 are 
being cited from the main voltime of Tenth Army's 
War Diary (G.M.D.S. - 55291/1, Tenth Army, W.D. 7) 
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7 Jun 

8 Jun 
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No clear picture of the situation 
of Fourteenth Army has been received ns 
yet. No orientations or orders are 
being received from O.B.SW. In 
accordanc e with its own appreciation of 
the situation, and on its own initiative, 
Tenth Army has decided to ent rust the 
oper ations for the protection of the 
deep right flank to 14 Pz Corps, at 
first with 26 Pz Div and 90 Pz Gren Div. 
Only 76 Pz Corps and 51-Mtn Corps will 
remain at the front •••• 

. In view of the rapid advance of the 
enemy wes t of the Tiber, Tenth Army 
decides to move 29 Pz Gren . Div and 334 
Inf Div to 14 Pz Corps. • •• 

The withdrawal movement proceeds 
as planned. Despite the existing 
traffic difficulties the new conc entration 
of 14 Pz Corps progresses well. The 
dispositions of the enemy west of the 
Tiber point to Orvieto as the next 
t ar get. Appropriate orders for tho 
conduct of operations after 9 Jun are 
being given in Army Order No. 14. 

A photostatic copy and a transletion of Army Order 
No. 14 are being· per manently retained (9811UO~ 
(Dl48}·(G.M.D.S. - 55291/3, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, 
Appx 6-11 Jun, Appx 30, 8 Jun 44). A good picture 
of the dispositions of 14 Pz Corps at 2000 hours 
8 Jun appears on photostat 981AlO. (Dl49)(G.M. D.S. 
55291/14, Tenth Army , W. D. 7, sit maps 1-10 Jun 44) 
The successive positions of Tenth Army from the 
Adriatic to the Tiber from 7-9"Jun appear on 
photostnt 981A10 (Dl50) (ibid). Due to the many 
changes in map code at thatt"ime it is necessary 
to r ead A:rmy Order No. 14 in conjunction with the 
l ast named situation map . The general aspects of tho 
situation were set forth in clear language; all 
positions however were given by map references ·· 
requ~ring the coded map in force at the moment.* l£l£ 

* MAP CODE IN USE AT GERMAN DIVISIONAL AND HIGHER · 
HEADQUARTERS 

Map r efer enc es were based on. ordinary gri dded 
maps with an overprint of squares and r efer ence 
points. The squares were used t o indicate the 
gener al ar ea in which a f eature was located; ·the 
r eference points (.l ittle circles with numbers 
alongeide ) were us ed t o show exactly where .in a 
given square the feature was t o be found. This 
was done by stating the direction and distance of 
the f eature from a nearby reference point. 

In order to understand c ertain Germ...'1!1 
military doc·uments it was and is theref ore n ecessary 
to have a map with the then current overprint of 
numbers or l ett ers f or squares and r efer.ence 
points. For reasons of security the Germans issued 
periodically new maps with squares and r eference· 
points diff e~ently arranged and diff erentl_y ftimb-

\ Footnotes continued on page 22 ~ 
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The main points of Army Order No. 14 wero: 

24. 

Movements of strone enemy forces on the 
western bank of the Tiber indicate that tho 
enemy's next objective is a bre2.kthrough in 
the direction of Orvieto with the object of 
throwing Ten th f\.xrn.y back into the mountains 
towards the Ee.st, and of cut tine it off from 
the Apennines. Tenth Army provents such a 
br eakthrough by further drastic cchelonmont of 
tho forces on the right wing, at the same time 
withdrawing its front; sector by sector, 
towards the Northwest. • •• 

The task of 14 Pz Corps is to prevent (at 
first from the Tiber to a point southocst of 
Orvieto) an enemy breakthrough on the Army's 
richt flank, and to regain contnct with tho 
left wing of Fourteenth Army. ••• 

9 Jun (W.D., Tenth Army)* 

The danger to the flank of 51 Mtn Corps 
arising from the advance of enemy armour via 
Arsoli-Carsoli is being countered by an order 
for the accelerated withdrawal of the Army's 
left wing. 0 ••• 

Die to the concentration of 14 Pz Corps (in
cluding the still fairly effective mechanized 
divisions) the situation of Tenth Army has 
been considerably improved. The situation 
of Fourteenth Arny remains critical. Contrary 
to the int enti on of O.B.SW of cormnitting 
14 Pz Corps on the front of Fourteenth Arniy, 
Tenth Army sugcsests thnt tho whole Corps be 
l eft under its command . Tenth Arny offers 
to t ake over n sector west bf the Tiber. 
The sugcesti on wa.s declined. 

Ji (Cont'd from p t:•(tO 21} 

ered or lettered. In add ition, whonever there was 
reason to believe that the current cod:J had been 
compromised, the Germ:J.ns issued a list of interim 
changes to be in force ponding the issue of a new 
edition of the overprinted map. {For gr eater detail 
see Hist Sec Rep No. lG, Appx "B") 

D Due to the fact tlmt ref'erence points on German 
mnps were often pl ac ed on f eaturolcss e round, u 
description of the loc at ion in ouch case would 
require a-..J.engthy expl enntion; it is therefore flore 
expedient ~o read the documents in conjunction 
with the appropriate maps. 

~ With the exception of those specific~lly identified, 
all quotations in par~ 24 are cit ed from the main 
voluoe of Tenth Arrny's '..War Diary (G. M.D.S. -
55291/1, Tenth 11.rf'1,y, W. D. 7) • . 

lDE For amendment to krmy Order No. 14 'see photostat . 
9.81.Al 0~ -( Dl51) ( G. M. D ~ S . - 5 5 291/ 3, Tenth Army, 
W.D. 7, Appx 6-11 Jun, Appx 343, 9 Jun 44.) 
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10 Jun Due to the s i t uation at Lake Bols ena 90 Pz 
Gren Div wns c owni tt ed this morn inc in t ho 
threatened sect or by Marshal Kessolring· 
without the knowl edge of Tenth Arny. ••• 

In connection with a directive r ec eiv ed 
from O.B.SW, f ,xn y Order No. 15 was issued 
today. (r hotos t at and translation 98lfi.l.O. 
{Dl52) (G.M. D. 13 . - 55291/3, Te11th Army, 
W.D. 7, Appx 6-11 Jun, Appx 343, 10 Jun 44) 

This order r egula t ed the movements o~ Tenth f..rny for t he 
next few days. Its main sut j ect was the strengthening 
of the Orviet6 sector; in add ition it contQin ed a lis t 
of all G.H.Q~ formations attRched t o 14 rz C or~s, 76 Pz 
Corps· and 51 Mtn Corps.* 

11 Jun 

' 

12 Jun 

At 07 30 hours Marshal Kos s elrlng arrived f ur 
a discussion of the situation. He decides 
to place 14 Pz Cor ps illllder the c o!TlillB.nd of 
Fourteenth .A:rmy •••• 

For Tenth Army t he removal of 14 r z Corps is 
a matter of serious consequence. I n view of 
the coII.D:n.unication difficulties th0 conduct of 
the Army's oper ations with only two Corps 
Headquarters i s very difficult • 

.As Fourteenth J'.:rmy is already withdrawinc to 
the "Frieda-West" Line there · is now a gap 
again between tho two Armi es. The closing 
of this gap i s ·boi ne hampered by a nearly 
complet e l ack of cas oline. Movements for 
the prot ection of the focal point of 
Arezzo can net be carried out at the moment 
f or t he s ame r eason. It is imperative tha t 
bi g supplies of fuel be made o.va ila.ble with
out delay; - in contrast t o this ammunition 
supplies ar c run.pl e . • •.• 

The wi thdr mval movements of 51 Mtn Corrs are 
be ing hQr ass ed i ncreasingly by guerillas 
appar ently assist od by British paratroopers.** 

With 14 Fz Corps now under c omrnnnd of the n ei ehbouring 
.Army, Tenth Army was a vas tly depleted force. L list of 
the formations and units under its comm.and was issued on 
12 Jun. (Photost.3.t 9811i.10. {Dl54) (G. M.D.S. - 55291/4, 
Tenth .Army, W.D. 7, Appx 12-16 Jun, Appx 412, 12 Jun 44) 

13 Jun The main worry i s th e gap between the two 
Armi es. Du e t o the quick withdrawal of 
Fff;t erftfi.1J1ba'¥'f!eth ere is now no c ontact with 

~ Map referenc es in this order may also be loc ~ted on 
photostat 98LUO. (Dl50) {par a 23 above) 

ll A map showing tho succ es sive defenc·e lines over which 
the extreme l eft wing of the .A:rmy · Grou~ was f alling back 
is being r etnin od in photostnti0 from (981A1.0.(Dl53) 
(G.M.D.S • . - 55779/5, VJ . D. 51 ,Mtn Corps, vol "B" of Appx, 
sit mar s). The mar shews how th e Battle Groups Hoppe, 
Boels en and Schrank withdr ew from the Erika, Dennoch, 
Oskar I 1J.ncl Oskar II r.:ositi ons t o the Ec1 ith Lino {from 
north of rerugi a t o .Ancona) via the following inter
medi at e d8f enc e lines: KP-tj a , Olli, Erna , Ilse, Gertrud, 
Wilma, Frieda , Elfri ede mid Mechthild . 
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for Orvieto has started. The planned 
strengthening of the right flank with 
15 Pz Gren -Div is being retarded by lack 
of fuel. ••• . · 

Advanced positions of the Army: 7- km 
s.s.w. Ficulle - 4 kms E Guardea - road 
bend 2 HO N.W. Montenuco - M. Castabio -
Poggio Cancolli - Montorio - Roseto degli 
Abruzzi. 

14 Jun Tac H.Q. Tenth Army moves ·to Nestore, 
northwest of Umbertide. ••• The right 
flank of the Army is still in danger due 
to the immobilization of 15 Pz Gren Div 
by lack of ru·e1. The constant inter
ruptions in telephone communications by 
enemy fighter bombers aggravate the 
difficulties of command •••• 

15 Jun From Orvieto the enemy advances not only 
to Ficulle but also on Todi, and in the 
evening his advance elements reach Foligno • 
.An order with the enemy order of battle 
has been captured from 78 Brit Div. ••• 

25. During the first part of June the 
Germans were mainly interested in getting away 
from .the enemy. Now, with orders to make a stand 
on the Trasimene Line, and with telephone 
communications mementarily restored,15 ~un was a day 
Of prolonged convers ations (rhotostat: 901.AlO. 
(Dl55)} Tenth Army; Record of telephone 
conversations for 15 Jun (G.M.D.S. - 55291/4, Tenth 
Army, W.D. 7,- Appx 12-16 Jun, 15 Jun, Appx 502, 
34 pp). Considerable interest was shown in the 
Allied "Order. of Battle"that had been taken from a 
captured dispatch rider: 

Tel cons 2100 hours 15 -Jun c. of s. Tenth Army -
C. of S. 1lrmy Group "C ". 

Wentzell: ••• But we remain in the dark 
regarding 1 Cdn Corps. The 
captured order of battle covers 
the front from co nst to coa.St but 
this Corps is not mentioned. 
Either it is in the rear area or 
possibly in the process of 1being 
moved to the front. A signal 
has been intercepted: "We have 
contact with .our neighbours". 

Roettiger: This might account for tne in~ 
creQse in signal traffic. 

Wentzell: Th e Canadian Corps may be commit
ted in the direction of Spoleto, 
it can not yet be at the front 
in its entirety(or it would h~ve 
been mentioned in the captured 
document J. (1e1g) 
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One hour earlier O.B.SW and the corn:iander of Tenth 
1.rm.y had discussed the situation on the tolophono: 

Kesselring: • • • 
Secondly, 1 Cdn Inf ~iv will ndvnnce 
via Todi. 

On your left -wing the situation is 
not harnless. The Canadians (5 
Cdn i..rnd Div) arc farthest to the 
left, with advance elements already 
past Todi, then 
• • • 

An officer of 76 Pz Corps is on his 
way here. The Corps thinks that the 
Canadia ns are at Foligno. It -is 
only a matter of scout cars. ••• 
(Ibid) 

Since 1 Cdn Corps at the time was training in the 
rear area, and 1 Cdn Arnd Bde was complete -in the 
area Mentana - Capena (Hist 0ffr Report No. 160, 
para B; Italy 1: 100,000, Sheet 144, map refs 0782, 
7994), Kesselring's concern regarding the 
presence of the Canadians was based on wrong 
intelligence reports. The daily intelligence report 
of Headqqarters O.B.SW for 14 Jun had contained the 
following entry: 

l Cdn Corps advancing via Narni to Terni. 

(G.M.D.S. - 64832/5, w.n., O.B.SW, Appx 9-15 
Jun, 14 Jun 44, folio 235J 

And on 15 Jun: 

••• 1 Cdn Army Corps in area north of Narni -
· Terni with an-.Anericnn.artillcry formation under 

command (sic). Advance of the Corps is being 
carried out in two groups, southern group f~om 
Narni via Amelia to Alviano, northern ~roup 
from Terni towards Todi on Route 79. (ibid 
15 Jun 44, folio 287) ----

Subsequent telephone conversations and intelligence 
reports avoided the subject until 20 Jum, when the 
following was reported: 

Observed: In the rear area of Eighth Army, 11 
Cdn Inf Ede and 5 Cdn Arnd Ede (sic). 
(G~M.D.S. - 64832/4a, W.D., O.B.SW, Appx 20 Jun 
44, folio 196) 

26. In an appreciation of the situation 
transmitted to O.B.SW in the evening of 16 Jun, 
General v. Vietinghoff expressed the following 
opinion: 

••• The events of th G last few daya point to ••• 
the continuation of the main advance of the 
enemy in the direction of Arezzo. Being aware 
of the negligible development of the easte~ 
sector of the Gothic line, the enemy may make 
it his strategic objective to reach the plain 
of tho Po by means of a straightforward break-
through in the eastern sector rather than by 
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a ta.r-f'lung cnveloptlent along the Medi terranoo.ri. 
(Photostat: 981Al0~ (Dl57}{G.M.D.S~ - 55291/4, 
Tenth Army, v.r .D. 7, Appx 12-16 Jun, Appx 534, 
16 ,Jun 44} 

The day's telephone convGrsations dealt mainly with 
the choice of t actically f~vourable locations for 
the Albert Line (ibid·, Appx 5 32, 16 Jun 44). On 
17 Jun and 18 Jun-mi8withdrawal to the Albert Line 
continued . In the evening of 18 Jun Tenth .A:rmy 
reported the course of the Albert Line and the 
sectors of the -diff'erent foITJ.ations (rhotostat 
981.AlO~ (D158)). (G~M.D.S. - 55291/5, Tenth Army, 
W.D. 7, Appx: 17-21 Jun, Appx 596, 18 Jun 44). 
Owing to insistent der:nnds f'rom the highest quarters 
some definite line hnd to be shown despite the fact 
that fierce attacks in the rerugia area and the 
certain loss of Elba were oons1altly causing 
adjustments of the line.~ Tenth Armyts situation 
nap for 18 Jun not being very suitable for 
photostQtic reproduction, the somewhnt better map 
for 20 Jun is being retnined in this connection 
(Photostat 981Al0• (Dl59)). (G.M.D.S. - 55291/15, . 
Tenth Army, 1v.D. 7, sit maps 11-25 Jun, 20 Jun 44). 
'I'hG course of the Jubert Line, as reported on 18 Jun, 
may be found on this map by locating the reference 
points given in Tenth Army's report.** Junction 
point with Fourteenth Army was 1 km s.s.w. Villa 
.L\stori on tho secondary road from Chiusi to 
Montepulciano (ITALY 1:100,000, Sheet 121, map ref 
278841). The course of the line in the area of 
76 Pz Corps was reported as follows: 1 km s.w. Villa 
listori - along the crook to the western tip to Lake 
Chiusi- - southern tip of Lcke Chiusi M Carraia di 
Torre - he ight 2 km south of Magione - 500 m·south 
of M. Panciono - ronte Felcino - Valfabbrica. 
Points east of Valfabbrica are not relevant due to 
the fact that 51 Mtn Corps in . the event remained 
further south in the Frieda Line (from Valfabbrica 
to Porto Civitanova, see pa.rn 33 below). The 
Germans hoped that with the re-establishment of a 
continuous line of resistance the crisis resulting 
from the loss of the Caesar line had now reached its 
end; but particularly in the area of Fourteenth 
A:rmy the s ituntion soo·n began to deteriorate and 
become critical again. 

* Actually it would be very difficult to naih~ a 
line and say! "This was the Albert Line". ' 
Everything was in flux, reports were vague an& 
contradictory. Hitler realized that he was 
being kept in the dnrk·and ·let Kesselring know · 
that he was displeased. (e.g.: Schramm, £12. Bit, 
page 63 of transl etion) 

lDll In this connection it must be taken into 
consideration that due to a succession of quick 
changes in map code et the time, squares ·6s, 46, 
62, 36 on sit map 20 Jun were squares 48, 27, 14, 
16 in the report of 18 Jun. (These latter square 
numbers were merely the original square numbers 
(as shown crossed out on the map of 20 Jun, plus 
five). 

\ 
' 
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{ii} Accelerated Development of the Gothic Line 

27. On 24 Jan 44, two days after the 
Allied landings at Anzio, Marshal Kesselring had 
redefined the tasks of his Armies in an -Army Group 
Order (Hist Sec Rer ort No. 20, para. 25). Armee
gruppe v. Zangen was then directed "to carry on 
with utmost energy the construction work on the 
Apennine position and on the coastal fronts". On 
8 Feb the Arnnegruppe, in its !J"In.eegruppen Order 
No. 3 laid dONn the guiding principles for this 
work f rihotostat nnd -Translation: 981.fl..Z(D6 ). · 
(G.M.D.S. - 64839/4, Vl .D. Armeegruppe v. Zangen). 
The course of the mQin line from Iesaro to Marina 
di Carrara (south of La Spezia), and the individual 
construction sectors were shown on a map issued by 
the Armeegruppe on 7 May 44 (Photostat 981..l1Z.(D37)). 
(G.M.D.s. - 64839/e, W.D. Arneegruppe v. Zangen). 
Whether it was due to lack ~f personnel, equipment 
and material, or due to the comfortable distance 
from the fighting front, or, as s eems probab~e, to a 
combination of all thes e f actors, the work 
accomplished by the end of Muy · in all but the 
Western sectors was negligible. Any complacency 
or planned limitntion of effort came to an end 
however on 2 Jun, when after several days of 
deliberations, due to tho loss of the Caesar line 
and the c ertain f all of Rome, the German High 
Command issued an or der for the accelerated 
development of the new defence position. This 
document was signed by Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel· 
and began with the words: "The Fuehrer has ordered". 
In later documents and conversations it was·usually. 
called "The Got enbef ehl" (The Gothic Order). A 
photostatic copy and translRtion of the order' appear 
as Appendix "E" to this r eport (9811U.O.(Dl61). 
(G.M.D.s. - 75138/13,- W.D., o.n.sw, Position 
Construction, Dec 43 - Dec 44). 

28. As the c omplete text of the "Gothic 
Order" is available f or verification it may be 
permissible to quote Schramm' s synopsis of the order: 

The order mentioned in particular: Installation 
of panzer protection in the sectors threatened 
by tanks, the a cc el eration of fortified 
construction on the main breakthrough points 
(driving of gal l eries, fire embrasures etc .), 
ext ens ive mining at sufficient depth, 
evacuation of the civil popul ation from the 
outpost zone und t he main battle zone, 
installation of an obstacle zone of about 10 kill 
depth in front of t he main line of r esistance, 
and within it, thorough destruction of all -
traffic roads, installations, shelters etc., or 
prepar ations t o tha t effect. The Gener al of 
Engineers and Fortresses was given the mi ssion 
of r einforcing the Fortress-E~gineer Organization 
{for that work he was to have a t his disposal 
a staff from the Southeast and a rock-drilling 
company from Norway); the Chief of Armament 
and Repl ac ements , as -rar as possible, was 
t o us e t he c onstruction battalions as uadre 
personnel for the supervis ion of Italian civil 
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labour forces; O.B.SW hnd to bring back to tho 
.L\.pennine position the Italian forces which 
could no longor be put in line in the "C" 
position because of enemy action; the German 
General rlenipotentinry in Italy had to 
orgunize fron the Italian male population 
domiciled in the ar ea or waiting to be 
evacuated, a civil labor force etc. (Schramm, 
£J2. ill_, Trnnslation, page 35) 

· 29. Regarding the sudden and somewhat 
belnted interest of the High Command in the 
development .of the Gothic Line, General Iloettiger, 
then c. of S. Arny Group "C", iri his post-war 
narrative mad e the following .reno.rks: 

··. Between -Ron e and the Apennines there was only 
-one natural barrier:, --t·he River Arno. But there - . --- .. 
were no prepared positions .south of the north-

. ern Apennines. Th e failure to · d·evel.op prepared 
positions in Centrul :Ituly IIlllSt be ascribed 
primarily to .Hitler's usuo.lly .negative attitude 
towards tho ·· construction of' ·positions in the · 
rear areas. It was his contention thht .. the 
troo~s · were inclined "to keep ·one eye towards 
the rear" whenever they were a.ware of'the 
existence cf' a prepared rear-position. And he 
disregarded all mention of the fact that 
experience had shown the -troops as holding 
positions with the greatest confidence and 
tenacity, even in the most difficult situations, 
when they knew that a covering position was 
ready in the rear. 

For Army Group "C" it was theref'ore a 
.. .remarkable and pleasant surprise when Hitler f'rom 

the beginning of June not only showed keen 
.interest in th·e development · of the line but 
even issued a special order. As borne out by 
events~ · this happen ed unf'ortunately rather too 
late •••• 

('!The Italian Campaign", ££..Cit{ Part_ II, Chap 4, 
S?c B, Roettiger, (981SOM{D'ITO'f'J) 

30. Count (Karl Heinrich) Klinckowstroem, 
c. of s. 51 Mtn Corps, was one of the many German 
officers who knew from bitter experience the 
disastrous consequences of belated orders in 
connection with withdrawals ail.d preparation of rear 
positions (Hist Sec Report No. 20, paras 131-132). 
Well aware of the contents of the "Gothic Order", 
but nevertheless foreseeing a repetition of the old 
dif'ficulties, he made his views known to Tenth Army 
in the evening of 18 Jun. Apart from revealing once 
more the added burdens which Hitler's constant dis
trust imposed on German front commanders, and 
despite the fact that Klinckowstroem was more or less 
speaking out of turn and treated accordingly, the 
record of this conversation may not be devoid of 
interest to officers who at some time or other may 
have to contemplate the various aspects of a planned 
withdrawal: 
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18 Jun 44, 1630 hours .. K.J..-inckowstroem - Wentzell 

K: The Cor:rs requests to be informed as 
to which sector of the Green Line it 
is expected to occupy, in order that 
it may concern itself with the develop
ment of the sector. According to 
present information, the Green .line 
is in no c ondition for defence. There 
is no barbed wire; no mines have been 
laid; the fields of fire have not been 
cleared; some command posts are begun, 
while the . greater part are but half 
completed. The Corps considers it 
essential that ;-0sition construction 
officers from the divisions that are 
later to defend these sectors be 
deta iled immediately, with appropriate 
staffs fort he sectors in question, 
so that construction work may make 
real progress. 

W: The construction of the Green Line is 
not the o.ffair of the Corps; the pr es·ent 
task is to hold the JTieda Line.* 
The Corps should keep its eyes to the 
front. 

K: The Corps points out that, in spite 
of many timely requests on the part of 
the Corps, neither in the case of the 
withdrawal to the Dora Line and to 
the Senger Ri egel, nor of the with
drawal to the "C" position did the 
Army give directives or instructions 
regarding a probable withdrawal and 
an allotment of sectors in these 
lines. On these occasions the Army 

·spoke of battles of mobile warfare, 
with the result that neither the 
Senger Riegel ·nor "the "C" position 
could be held. The Corps therefore 
urgently requests imm..edtnte directives 
for the construction and later 
occupo.tion of the Green Line, so that 
it may make timely reconnaissances 
with a view to future commitment, 
strengthening· and improved construction 
of the line. - As the movements in the 
Corps sector are proceeding according 
t o plan, the Corps is definitely in a 
position to conduct frontal operations, 
and at the same time to take over · 
construction work in the Green Line. 

W: We will ngnin submit the case, but it 
caru:not be expected that agreement will 
be found at higher levels. 

(handsigned) Graf Klinckowstroem 

(Photostat and Translation: 98111.l.O. 
(Dl62)) (G.M.D.S. - 55779/10, 51 Mtn 
Corps, W.D.2, Vol "C" of l .. ppx, .Jl .. ppx 
c801, ~8 Jun 44) 

* See para 33 below. 
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~nTHDTIAWJi.L TO THE AP~O ( 20 Jun .- · 17 Jul} 

(a.) Defence and Loss of the" Tra.sir:wne ros i tions 
(20 _- 30 Jun) 

31. Despite the constant strean. of 
sharply worded directives exhorting O.D.SW to hold 
the l'J.bcrt-Fricda. Linc at nll costs, the German 
High Comnand knew well oriou@l that this could not 
be done for long with the forces on hand.§ While 
on the inner wings of the two i\.rmtes the remnants 
of the old elite divisions put up strong resistance 
against mounting pressure, the focal urea of the 
Allied drive a.t first wns on the right wing and the 
center of Fourteenth Arny where sone of the stop
gap formati ons were relatively helpless in the face 
of the determined advance of Fifth Array. Sub
sequently the l eft wing · o~ Fourteenth Arny was 
force d back as well, and Tenth Army had to withdraw 
its right wing in order· to maintain a continuous 
front. 

32. On 21 Jun, 38 Irish Bdo (78 Brit 
Div) and 11 Cdn Armd Regt were pushing forward 
between Lake Chiusi and Lake Trasinene in the 
sector of 334 Inf Div, took Sanfatucchio and 
Carraia, and later in tho day rucciarelli. The 
Canadians in the sector remained unidentified 
however until 23 Jun when the daily Intelligence 
Report O.B.SW carried the following item: 

1 Cdn Armd Dde with 11 Cdn Armd Regt 
5 k:rns N.E. Vaiano. 
(G.M.n.s. - 64n32/4a, w.n., o.B.sw, Appx 17-23 
Jun, folio 424, 23 Jun 44) 

The vague allusions to a possible commitment of l 
Cdn Corps which had cr.opped up in the telephone 
conversations of the preceding days were now 
replaced by a definite but erroneous statement in 
the main synopsis of Tenth .il.rmy's War Diary: 

23 Jun Renewed large-scale fighting must be 
expected momentarily. The decisive 
factor for the location of the center 
of gravity of the attack will be tho 
commi tnent of the Canadian Corps which 
is now oe ing concentrated behind the 
~ront. The .Army expects interpolation 
of the Cmiadiun Corps in the area west 
of Lake Trasimene. · · . -

I 

(G.M.D.S.55291/1 - Tenth .Army, W.D. 7, 
23 Jun 44) 

~ On 12 May o.B.SW hnd 22 almost complete divisions 
at his disposal; one month later his forces had 
been depleted to tho point where he had 10 divisions 
almost fit for action and 16 divisions with the 
combat value of ons reinfor9ed regiment each. 
Therefore WFST came to tho conclusion that only for 
a limited time would O.B.SW be in · a ~osition to 
hold the enemy in the Albert line, (For complete 
analysis see1 Schramm., £J2. cit, Translation, p. 65) 
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33. On 21 Jun 51 Mtn Corps received 
~ermission to fall back to tho Frieda Line.* 
{G.M.D.S. - 55291/1, Tenth f'.:crny, W.D. 7, 21 Jun 
44). The exact course of tho line as well as 
the dispositions of tho troops in the line on 
24 Jun were shown in considerable detail on a 
map which is being rctainGd in photostatic form 
( 981.AlO. (Dl63)). { G.M.D.S. - 55779/5, 51 Mtn -
Corps, sit maps 11 May - 25 Jun 44, 24 Jun 44). 
The events in the area of Fourteenth Army have · 
been detailed in: "Fifth ll.'rmy History", Part VI. 
For the sake of completeness however, a 

- photostatic copy is being retained of a trace 
showing the exact course of the Albert Line and· 
the !.nton-Riegel in the area of Fourteenth J..:rmy . 
on 21 Jun 44 (981.AlO. {Dl64)). {G.M.D.S. ~ 
64832/4a, W.D.t O.B.SW, Appx 17-23 Jun 44, folio 
244, 21 Jun 44J 

34. According to a location statement of 
O.B.SW the fighting forces on 22 Jun were deployed 
from right to left in the following order: 

Fourteenth lu:m.y 75 Inf Corps 16 S.S. rz Gren 
Div 

19 G.JJ...F. Div 

Tenth flrmy 

14 ?z Corps 162(Turc) Inf Div 
3 Pz Gren Div 

20 G. J ... F. Div 
90 Pz Gren Div 

l Para Corps 29 Pz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 
4 Para Div 

356 Inf Div 

76 Pz Corps Para Pz Div H.G. 
1 Para Div 

334 Inf Div 
15 Pz Gren Div 

305 Inf Div 
94 Inf Div EE 

* Frieda Line: Valfabbrica - 2 km s.w. Nocera -
Camerino - i km N.W. Caldarola - Tolentino -
along Route 7i to coast at Porto Civitanova. 

** The absorption of 94 Inf Div by 305 Inf Div had 
been rescinded. Tel cons 22 Jun: "The dissolution 
of 94 Inf Div has been countermnnded, the High 
Command has refused concurrence ·and has promised 
800 replacements per regiment". (G.M.D.S. -
55291/6, Tenth l~my~ W.D. 7, Appx 22-26 Jun, 
Appx 699, 22 Jun 44J 
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51 Mtn Corps 44 Inf Di vJ£ 
5 Mtn Div ... 

71 Inf Div 
278 Inf Div 

In rear areas for reorganization: 

715 Inf Div 
334 Inf DivEE 
·· 65 Inf Div 
362 Inf Div 

For locations and further details see Photostat: 
(981.tUO·. (Dl65)). (G.M.D.S. 65832/4at ·w.D., O.B.Svr, 
Appx 17-23 Jun, folio 337, 22 Jun 44J. The · 
locations of Tenth Arny and·l Para Corfs may be · 
found on Photostat: (981AlO. (Dl66)). G~M.D.S. 
55291/15, Tenth .A:rmy, sit maps 11-25 Jun, 22 Jun 
44} 

35. On 24 Jun the pressure oflJDrit Corpe 
between Lake · Chiusi and Lake Trasimene increaseu 
considerably. Supported by the divisional artillery · 
of 4 and 78 Brit Divs, 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 28 Brit 
Inf Bde (4 Brit Div} attacked neur Vaiano. All 
German reports mentioned violent fighting, heavy 
casualties and deep penetrations in the area of 334 
Inf and 1 Paro. Divs and, indeed, seemed to show 
relief over the fact that the .t.ront was not torn up 
completely. 1 Cdn Corps with 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 
Cdn Armd Div hud been reported from the area Todi·
Foligno - Terni (G.M~D.s. ~ 64832/7, W.D., O.B.SW, 
folio 23, 24 Jun 44). The telephone conversations 
were fille·d with anxious speculations regarding the 
intended ·role of th e Corps. {rhotostat 981AlO. 
{Dl67A)). (G.M.D~S. - 55291/6, Tenth Army, W.D.· 7, 
Appx 22-26.Jun 44, Appx 746, Record of tel cons for 
24 Jun 44). At 0920 hours General Herr, Cmdr 76 Pz 
Corps, said to v_ Vietinghoff: 

••• Now there have been prisoners t8.ken from 
4 Brit Div and three Canadians from an armoured 
brigade. The division has not boon confirmed 
yet, but it can be assumed that these two 
divisions will be committed at this focal 
point ••• 

1845 hours Runkel (C. of s. 76 Pz Corps) - Wentzell 

~ •• Runkel has just returned from 334 Inf Div.Once 
"D.ore they have fouc~t well but they hp.vo also shed 
~ ·good deal of hairn The infantry forces of · 
the division nrc now o nere 350 non~ so that a 
battalion from Rodt (1~ Pz Gren DivJ had to be 
taken there. The Para and H.G. ~eople have 
also been extended to that area (2 Bn 3 Para 

* 44 Inf Piv at the timo ·was in pr~ess of being 
relieved by 114 Jg Div. 

EE Less elements with 76 Pz Corps 
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Regt; and Reece Dn H.G. to rozzuolo). 
According to Runkel the attackers must be from 
4 Brit Div; 78 Drit Div has boon beaten so 
often that the question is: 4 Drit or l Cdn 
Inf Div? •••• 334 Inf Div has lost six 
Panthers ••• One of those days the Canadian 
Corps is goine to attack and then our center 
will ex plode ••• (ibid) 

1820 hours Wentzell - Roettiger 

W: FurtherI!l.ore the situntion of Canstoin is 
not clear (Frhr v. Canstoin, 1 Ops Orfr 
334 Inf Div). There is a terrific attack 
at Vaiario. 

R: Yes. 

W: My Int elligence O:fficer tells mo that it 
is 1 Cdn Inf Div; I believe it to be 
4 I3rit Div. 

R: Maybe they are South lU'ricans. 

W: They arc nearer to Chiusi. 

R: Or 78 Brit Div. 

W: They are no longer able to carry out that 
kind of attack. rersonally I believe it is 
4 Brit Div, but ny Intelligence officer 
says: "Only Canadians attack like that" -
and after all 5 Cdn Armd Div has been 
identified •••• (ibid) 

The telephone conversations of the day dealt with 
many interestinB subj ects. Anyone rending the 
recurring reports of "falling back to tho Albert 
Line" cannot help wondering whether in tho face o:f 
the stern orders from the High Command, tho Albert 
Line in somo sectors wns not wherever the t 'roops 
were fall in~ bnck to at the nomen t. Some light ·;·ms 
shed on the subject when at 1940 hours General v. 
Vietinghoff reported the heavy fighting in the area 
of 334 Inf Div and the l eft wine of 1 Fara Div: 

v. Vietinghoff - Kesselring · 

v.v.: ••• Under certa in circumstances it may be 
necessary to withdraw to the moUn.tain 
position behind the Albert Line. 

K.: My c.·of s. has already reported in that 
sense. For the moment I run unable to give 
my consent. I cannot prevent my 
Commanders from entertaining such thoughts but 
but it would be a catastrophe if . they were 
passed a long to the lower levels. You 
know under what suspicion I nm working 
here, and if you wish to become my 
successor you will pass these ideas along 

· to lower levels. 
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Oh no 1 But unfortunately at the time 
the more advanced positions were called 
"Albert Line" whereas the other one is 
much better and tankproof •••• (~) 

.36. The events of the next day were 
swmnarized in the War Diary of Tenth Army as follows: 

25 Jun West of Lake Trasimene the defensive 
fighting continues with unabated 
violence. The -greatest pressure was 
along Route 71. AlthOUf')l .3.34 Inf Div 
was again able to prevent a breakthrough, 
its fighting stren~th has further 
dwindled dcwn. For this reason the 
commitment of 15 Pz Gren Div .on the west 
side of Lake Trasinene is being consi~ered; 
this in view of the fact that east of the 
lake hitherto only 6 Brit Armd Div has 
been enc ountered. A further saving of 
forces east of the lake will be obtained 
by occupying the "Albert-Riegel"* in . 
the general line: North-east corner Lake 
Trasimene - M. Tezio - Casa Castalda.JDf 
With the occupation of the "Albert-
Riegel" the front of 51 Mtn Corps will 
be extended westwards; 44 Inf Div will 
be committed as a compact formation on 
the west bank of the Tiber. · (G.M. D.S. -
55291/1, Tenth Jirr:iy, W.D. 7, 25 1un 44) 

The critical situation west of Lake Trasimene was· 
discussed a.t length in the day's telephone conver
sations. Papers found on a British Lt-Col who had 
been captured in a disabled tankEf~ convinced the 
Germans that 4 and 78 Brit Divs and l Cdn Armd Bde 
with three regiments were alone in the area between 
the two lakes. This according to Wentzell. left the 
Germans still with the task of worrying about the 
intentions of the Canadian Corps. At 1855 hou.rs 
the question of tho withdrawal to the Albert-R:i'agel 
was being discussed between Wentzell and Roettiger; 

Final course of Albert Riegel: Northeast corner 
of L ~ke Trasimene - s. Vito - Castel Rigone -
M. rennn - Men·estrello - M. Tczio - height N. W. 
of rrozonchio - la Ventiu - M. Castellaccio ~ 
Fratticiola Selvntica. (from document 981AJ..O. 
(Dl70}, introduc ed in pura 37 below) 

** M. Tezio: ITALY 1:100,000, Sheet 122, map ref 
6602; Casa Castalda: Sheet 123, map ref 902018 

lfl£* 1915 hours 25 Jun 44. Tel cons v. Vietinghoff -
Kesselring 

v. v.: Unfor~unately the Canadians (1 Cdn 
Corps) hnve not been located. .The 
whole interrogation has led to nothing 
••• The prisoners, a Lt-Col and a 
Ma jor, are a battalion commander and 
nn artillery commander of 78 Brit Div, 
but they have not given any information 
• •. • (ibid) 
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R.: The decision of the Fuehrer has just been 
received.· What you wished for has been 
forbidden. 

w.: Forbidden. 

R.: It has just come in. Preparations may be 
made, but nothing else. Maybe it will be 
lost in action. 

w.: I know what you mean. (Dann wissen wir 
Bescheid) 

(Photostat: 981AlO~(Dl67B) ·(G.M.D.S. - 55291/6, 
Tenth .A:rmy, W.D. 7t Appx 22-26 Jun, Appx 771, 
tel cons 25 Jun 44J 

37. On 26 Jun Eighth Army increased its 
pressure on both sides of Lake Trasimene but the 
deciding events took place in the area of Fourteenth 
.A:rmy where the Allied exploitation of German weakness 
paid off in terms of deep penetrations. I.Uring the 
morning the two Army commanders were in telephonic 
communication and while v. Vietinghoff mentioned the 
violent fighting in the area west of Lake Trasimene, 
Lemelsen said: "There a.re no words to express what 
is going on, he is breaking through 6n the coast and 
is extending his gains in the center. Everything 
goes wrong; There are no reserves to save tho 
situation". Both comm.anders now were demanding 
permission to withdraw. · (G.M.D.S~ ·- 55291/6, Tenth 
Army, W.D. 7, Appx 22-26.Jun, Appx 794, tel crns 26 Jun 
44). At 1700 hours O.B.SW issued the order for a 
general · withdrawal; Tenth :Army received permission 
to fall back to the Albert-Riegel while offering 
bitter resistance in tho forefield. Pertinent 
details and map references appear in the following 
documents: 

Photostat 981.AJ.O.(Dl68) O.B.SW, 26 Jun, 1700 
hours, Operations Order 
for Tenth and Fourteenth 
Am.ies. 

Photostat 981AlO.(Dl69) Tenth Army; 26 Jun, 
2040 hours, Operations 
Order for 76 Pz Corpe; 

Photostat 981AlO.(Dl70) Tenth Army, 26 Jun, 
2225 hours, Operations 
Order ror 76·pz and 
.Sl Mtn Corps. . . 

(G.M.n.s. - 55291/6, Tenth Army, w.n. 7, Appx 22-26 
JW:, Appx 795, 796, 797, 26 Jun 44) 

38. On the same day General v. Vietinghoft 
congratulated 22 Flak Bde on the occasion of their 
first anniversary of existence and 22 Flak Bde 
returned the compliment by submitting a location 
trace. (Photostat 98lAlO.(Dl71). (G.M.n.s. - ·55291/?, 
Tenth .A:rrny, W.D., Appx 27 Jun-3 Jul, Appx 855, 28 
Jun 44). - According to a detailed breakdown of the 
replacements received by Tenth Army during the 
period from 1-26 Jun, the .Army had received 
7765 men~ a fUrther 2121 men had been received but 
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lent to Fourteenth Army or fi...rmeoabteilung v. Za.ngen, 
nn o.dditional 3,385-men had been reported as being 
en route to the ll:rmy. (:Photostat 981.tuo. (Dl72}·. 
(G.M.D~S. - 55291/6 1 Tenth f::rmy, W.D. 7, Appx 22-
26 Jun, Appx 802, 2b Jun 44)* \ 

39. The continuing retreat of Fourteenth 
.Arny forced Tenth i\..rmy to · conforn. by further with
dra.wa.ls of the · right wing . ( O.D~SW, Operations Ord·er 
for Tenth Army, Thotostat 981AlO. (D.173) (G.M.D~S.-
55291/7, ·Tenth Army ·w .D. 7, Appx 26 Jun - J Jul, 
Appx 843, 28 Jun 44~. A location statement for 
both .Armies o.ppeo.red in the nornint, report of 
O.l3.SW on 28 Jun (rhotosta.t 981AlO. (Dl74}}. 
(G;M.D.S. - 64832/7 , . W.D.' O.D.sw, "Appx 24-30 Jun 
44, folios 234 a.nd 235, 28 Jun 44J. The develop
ments of 29 an 30 Jun were reflected in the War 
Diary of Tenth 1\rmy by the following entries: 

29 Jun OWing to the heavy casualties of the 
preceding days the ·enemy limits his 
activities to small-scale assaults • 
. To maintain contact with Fourteenth 
Army it has once more become necessary 
to carry out a withdrawal west of ~ake 
Trasimeno •••• (G.M.D.S. - 55291/1, 
Tenth ll:rmy, W.D. 7, 29 Jun 44} 

JO Jun The enemy resumed his attacks but not 
with the violence of the previous do.ys. 
The situation of Fourteenth Army demands 
a further withdrawal of Tenth J.xmy. 
After a categorical refusal at 1405 
hours, O.D.SW at 1715 hours issues the 
order for withdrawal during the night 

* During those days much armour was lost on both 
sides and several squadrons of 25 Cdn Armd Delivery 
Regt were in tho area delivering tanks. In this 
connection the following remarks appeared in German 
Intelligence reports: 

(From. 
captured 
documents} 

26 Jun Prisoner of War information: 
In addition to 11, 12 and 14 A.rmd Regts, 
25 J\,rmd Regt, (previously believed to be 
a po.rt of 4 Cdn !i..rmd Div) is said to 
·belong to l Cdn i'i..rmy Tank Bde. (Note: 
The Germans evidently had not yet found 
out that this designation had been 1 · 
Cdn .Armd Dde for more than six months.} 

27 Jun Organization of 1 Cdn Army Tabk Dde (sic}: 
11 Regt (Ontario) 
12 Regt ( T.R.R.} 
14 Regt (Calgary) 
25 Regt (Elgin) 

The latter replacing disabled tanks; · 
Insignia: Yellow ·maple-lenf on bluck
red-black square. 

. . 

(G.M.n.s. -- 64832/7, w.n., o.n.sw, AppJt 24-30 Jun, 
folio 123~ Ic report 26 Jun, folio 187, Ic report 
27 J"un 44J 
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30 Jun - 1 Jul •••• Tho l~st , r actical line 
based on Lake Tro.s inone has nCR/ boon 
reached •••• Once the open country has 
been reached on the right wing , protracted 
resistance in the new positions will not 
be possible until the more favourable 
terrain near Arezzo has been reached. 
(ibid, 30 Jun ) 

40. During the month of June Army Group 
'C' wa.s increasingly har assed by well organized 
guerillas. The situation was described by the 
Intelligence Offic er of .the f l:rmy Group in a 
memorandUI!J. dated JO Jun. In the closing paragraph 
the situation was appraised as follows: 

(b) 

In summation it may be said that the guerilla 
situation in the area of o.D.SW has worsened 
sharply. The exceedingly small German forces 
available for the purpose have been -unable to 
carry out effective counter-measures. Forei gn 
troops, including u great part of tho Italian 
formations, have shown themselves to be most 
unreliabl~; they arc a source of danger rather 
than a help in the :t'i_glii against guerillas. · 
Apart from their growth in numerical strength, 
the guerillas have become better orBanizod 
and are led according to a definite plan. 
They have an excellent intelligence service in 
closest cooperation with Anglo-lunericnn 
Intelligence. It will be the aim of the 
lm.glo-Americar:s to use the guerillas for the 
purpose of increasing the difficulties of 
defending the Apennine region, and by the 
occupation of the mountain ranges on the 
borders gradually to gain control over tho 
main traffic . and comnunication artt~ies in the 
Italian area. ( I 'hotostat 981Al.O ( D202) ) 
(G.M.D~S. - 64832/7, w.n., O. D.sw, Appx 24 -
30 Jun, folios 360-363, 30 J11n 44 J 

From the Trasimene Positions to the first 
W1thdrawals across the Arno (1 -17 Jul)H 

41. Kesselring 's forces were now gradually 
being dislodged from their positions east and west 
of Lake Trasimene and the pattern of alternating 
resistance and withdrawal according to the degree of 
Allied pressure became a matter of routine for the · 
current phase. 

~ In the i:n-esent report this phase has been 
sketched in f or the s ake of continuity and to . 
f acilitate further research, if and when required. 
Statements not supported by s pecific source 
references are bused on entries for that . day in 
the Main War Diary of the Army concerned. 
(G.M.D.s. - 62291/1; Fourteenth Army, W.D. 4; 
55291/1, Tenth Army, w.n. 7) 
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1 Jul 

In the area of Fourteenth Army 75 Inf Corps lost 
Cecina in heavy fighting ; the front was taken back 
and it wa.s decided to relieve exhausted 19 G.11-.F. 
Div by elements of 16 S.S. r~ Gren Div. 14 Pz 
Corps withdrew in consequence of the deep 
penetrations on the boundary with 75 Inf Corj>s; 
1 Para Corps withdrew to conform with 14 Pz Corps. 
On the same duy Fourteenth .Army issued a detailed · 
strength return for ·1 Jul (rhotostat 981.LD.O.(Dl75). 
(G.M.D.S. - 62241/4, Fourteenth .Army; W.D. 4, 
Appx l - 17 Jul, Appx 642, 1 Jul 44). The strength 
of the various formations was reported as follows: 

26 Pz Div 14;911 
3 Pz Gren Div i2;292 

29 Pz Gren Div 12,889 
90 Pz Gren Div 11,840 

· 65 Inf Div 9;472 
356 Inf Div io;909 
362 I~f Div llj536 
19 G.A.F. Div . 7 ,214 
20 G.A.F. Div 4~574 

Grenadier Instr Dde 2,016 of which "Fighting 

97,653 
Strength" 45,787~ 

Air Force Formations 

4 Para Div 9 ;1,1. 
Miscellaneous 2,924 

s.s. Fom.ations 

16 s .s • Fz Gren Div 15;838 
Mtn Jg School 1,647 

Mittenwald 
Italians 962 
Russians -883 "Fighting Stren1th" 

:3!,2;!5 (Not supplied 

G.H.Q. Combat troops 
with Fourteenth Army 

G.H.Q. Arty 8,530 
Engrs 2;141 
Armd Tps 4,527 
Projector Tps 1,593 
Infantry 652 
Misc 6 of which "Fightin~ 

17 ,449 Strength" 10,115 

~ For definition ·or "Fighting Strength" see: 
Para 14, above, footnote. 
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42. Apart fron the above formations the 
A:rmy comprised many small special units. It would 
be hazardous to draw conclusions from the above 
figures beyond the dnta actually supplied. The 
"Fighting Strength" of the divisions was recorded 
on 2 Jul: 

26 Pz Div 
3 Pz Gren Div 

29 Pz Gren Div 
90 rz Gren Div 

·· 65 Inf Div 
356 Inf Div 
. 19 G.A.F. Div 

20 G.A.F. Div 
162 (Turc) Inf Div 

4 Para Div 
16 S. s. I.>z Gren Div 

(.!J?..!£, Appx 654) 

5 ;627· 
1;5871i 
5;217 (Infantry:l734) 
3;954 (Infantry:l339) 
4;601 
3;927 (Infantry:2269) 
1;716 
2,068 

677 
4;054 (Infantry:l850) 
9,664 

The "Fighting Strength" of Tenth Army's divisions 
as on 2 Jul was recorded.in graphic form on 10 Jul 
(Photostat 981AlO.(Dl79). (G.M.D.S. - 55291/9;. 
Tenth Army; W.D. 7, Appx 10-13 Jul, Appx 1115, 
10 Jul 44). Ace ording to this document the 
approximate fighting strength ot the divisions was 
the following: 

Para Pz Div H.G. 
1 Para Div 

15 Pz Gren Div 
,,,.l ~Inf Div 

~,:,'T jo? .11l~ Di\) 

94 Inf Div 

44 Inf Div 

'
\J.~Jg Div 
1 5 Mtn Div 

71 Inf Div 
278 Inf Div 
715 Inf Div 

3,580 
1;530 
2;500 
1,750 (formation then 
I '-fl() under cmd 15 

J Pz Gren Div) 
530 (formation then 

under cmd 305 
Inf Div) 

2;700 
3;420 
3;8oo 
3;140 
5;280 
4,690 

43. In the urea of Tenth Army the first 
day of the month was relatively uneventful. On the 
right wing 15 Pz Gren Div (with remnants or 334 Inr 
Div under command) was hard pressed but managed to 
cling to the positions at the northwest corner of 
Lake Trasimene; on the other side of the Lake 305 
Inf Div was forced back at s . Vito; on the 
Adriatic sector 2 Pol Corps attacked in the 
Filettrano sector of 278 Inf Div. 

* 'This figure comprises merely the strength of the 
elements fighting with Battle Group Crisolly 
(20 G.A.F. Div plus elem€lilts 3 Pz Gren Div) 
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2 Jul 

44. During tho night 1/2 Jul Fourteenth 
.Army curried out a withdrawal'. On the right wing · 
this had become necessary due to tho penetrations 
obtained by tho opponent, on the le~ wing it was 
a neasure for shortening the front. ·(Siena was 
evacuated during the following night. ) Tenth 
Army's War Diary sumnarized the day's events in the 
following entry: 

The withdrawals on the right wing are being · 
followed by tho eneny in a hesitating manner. 
Enemy concentrations nre in progress on both 
bunks of the Tiber. After completing his 
preparations the enemy attacked in the 
Adriatic sector with ttwo arm.oµred spearheads; 
intending to obtain a breakthrough at Ancona. 
It can not be ascertained at the moment whether 
apart from 3 ro1·n1v and probably a Dritish 
.Armoured Drigade, the Canadi'ans are possibly · 
going to be committed there.* 

* 2 Jul tel cons Wentzell - Roettiger 

W: Operations are being conducted according to 
the needs of the moment; a schematical wtth
drawal is out of the q~estion • 

W: 

R: 

••• 

If I '\'nly knew where the Canadians (1 Cdn 
Cori:; '1 are. 

The pressure in the Polish ~ector makes me 
thoughtful, maybe the Canadians are there? 

Wentzell then pointed out that no indications 
had been noted and no prisoners taken; care 
would be taken to prevent a surprise. 

. . 

(G.M.D.S. - 55291/7, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, Appx 
27 Jun - 3 Jul, Appx 933, 2 Jul 44) 
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45. Withdrawals carried out according to 
plan had resulted in a cons1dernble shortening of 
Fourteenth Army's front. Tu.rther withdrawals to 
more tuvourablo positions were planned for the night 
3/4 Jul. Large ;reparations for attack had been · 
observed in the area of Fifth f.srmy for several days. 
A new schematic order of battle of F6urteenth 1...rmy's 
large formations was issued· on J Jul. (rhotostut 
981.AJ.O. (Dl76)). (G.M.D.S. - 62241/4, Fourteenth 
Army, W.D., Appx l - 17 Jul, 3 Jul 44) 

War Diary Tenth Army: 

••• 
Tbree ·foc a l points are discernible; the plain 
of 11.rezzo, the valley of"the Tiber and the 
Adriatic coast (.Ancona) ••• In addition to 
3 Pol Div, 5 Pol Div and 3 Pol .llrmd Dde have 
been identified. After the initial surprise 
278 Inf Div has offered good resistance. 

Regarding the attacks in the .Ancona sector, the 
.Army commander exhorted 278 Inf Div to stand fast 
as long as possible: 

Today again the Fuehrer has ordered to hold 
.Ancona as long as possible; this not only from 
the point of view of our own operations but 
also in connection with those in the western 
Balkans ••• 

. . 
·(G.M.D.s. - 55291/7, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, Api« 27 Jun-
3 Jul, Appx 9;3, 3 Jul 44) 

4 Jul 

46. Fourteenth Army had now reached a 
fairly favourable defence line and went on record as 
intending "to hold that line for 3ome time". The 
line in question extend ed from Castiglioncello (on 
the coast) - south of Rosigno.no - Volterra - Castel 
s. Gimignano - Colle di Vul .d'Elisa - Vagliagli to 
Fietri. (G.M.D.S. - 62241/3, Fourteenth h:rmy", sit 
maps, sit trace 4 Jul 44). No major developments 
occurred in the area of Tenth Army; the main War 
Diary carried the following notation: 

In accordance with orders from O.B.SW tho 
present lines will be def ended until further -
orders. 

Orders to hold had been given by O.B.SW; the text 
of the document is being r etained 1n photostatic 
t'orm. ( 981AlO. ( Dl 77), -O.D .sw Operations Order for 
Tentli Army, 4 Jul 44'1. ( G.M. D.S. - 55291/8, Tenth 
Al-my, W.D.-7, ~ppx 4-9 Jul, Appx 974,. 975, 4 Jul 44) 

5 Jul I 

47. On 5 Jul, however, Fifth Army resumed 
its attacks; 75 Inf Corps was under strong pressure 
at Rosignano and Castellina; east of Montccatini in 
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the sector of 14 rz Corps penotrntions had to be 
sealed off about one mile behind the original· 
defence line; 1 Pura Corps held its positions. On 
the right wing and center of Tenth Army thore was 
considerable reconnuissunce activity; hard 
fighting .took place in the sector of 278 Inf Div 
at Osimo, 71 Inf Div ~tended its front to 
Filottrnno while 278 Inf Div was·being concentrated 
between Filottrnno and the coast. The situation 
map of Tenth Army for 5 Jul is being retained· in 
photostatic from (981AlO. (Dl78} }. {G.M.D.S. - · 
55291/16, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, sit mups 26 Jun - · 
8 Jul, 5 Jul 44} 

6 Jul 

48. In the area of Fourteenth Army 
Allied pressure continued unabated; the positions 
were not fortified but could not be given up except 
for minor adjustments; n repetition of similar 
attacks on the following day would create a new 
crisis. On the right wing and the center of Tenth 
Army there were no significant developments; on 
the Adriatic coast, 5 Pol Div was probing for 
weak spots.in the front between Osimo and 
Filottrnno. 

49. 

7 Jul 

War Diary Fourteenth .Arl!ly: 

In heaviest fighting the Army succeeded in 
preventing the breakthrough ••• 1~ the present 
line is the last favourable ground south of the 
Arno, the Army intends to stand fast as long 
as possible. 

Tenth Army: A significant attack occurred on the 
right wing of 51 Mtn Corps where on the left bank 
of the Tiber 114 Jg Div was under pressure in tho 
sector south of Montone (north of Umbertide}. 
Increasing pressure was also reported by 278 Inf 
Div. 

8 Jul 

50. Mainly due to a deep penetration wes.t 
of Volterra (90 Pz Gren Div) Fourteenth Army non 
gave further ground. In a telephone conversation 
early in the afternoon• c. of s. 14 Pz Corps told 
c. of s. Fourteenth Army: 

The Corps feels that by means of ceaseless 
attacks the enemy intends to prevent .our troops 
from settling down south of thB Arno, and if 
possible to reach the river crossings first 
and to block our troops at the crossings. 

At 1800 hours Marshal Kesselring consented to a 
limited withdrawal. On the same day Tenth Army 
recorded raids in force and air-observed artillery
ranging at the front of 76 Pz Corps, tho loss of 
M. Cucco and Rocca d'Aria in the Montone soctor atmd 
continued heavy sec-saw engagements in the Adriatic 
sector. Orders were issued for the construction of a 
second line of defence to the rear of the Gothic Line. 
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9 and 10 Jul 

51. Allied attacks on all pressure points. 
Due to the relentless drive of Fifth 11.rny's spear
heads at the coast and in the center, Fourteenth .. U'Dy 
gave further ground. A nap showing the reconnoitred 
course of the various intermediate defence and 
switch-positions fron the Lilli Line~ to the Green 
Line-Forefield position was prepared by the Army on 
11 Jul (Photost.at 9ClAlO.·(Dl80)). ( G .• M .• D.S. -
62241/4, Fourteenth. Army, W-.D. 4, Appx 1-17 Jul, 
Appx 699, 11 Jul 44 h The approximate location of 
these various internediate lines may be found on a 
reproduction on reduced scale of this map appearing 
as Appendix "K" to this report 41 On the front of 
Tenth Army there were no major developments on 9 and 
10 Jul. Owing to the pressure of 10 Drit Corps in 
the Tiber valley, 44 Inf Div (west of the Tiber) 
lost ground aqd received permission for local 
withdrawal.s; ·-on the Adriatic coast 2 Pol Corps 
obtained some slight gains. 

11 Jul 

52. On this day Fifth 1.:rmy was consol
idating its gains and making preparations for the 
next phase of the pursuit. Fourteenth Army remained 
in its positions; preparations were made, however, 
for'withdrawal to tho Lilli Line during night 12/13 
Jul. In Tenth Army's area 10 Dritish ·Corps gained 
ground in the Tiber ·valley and the . inner wings of 
44 Inf and 114 Jg Div withdrew· to the lino 2 ],{ms 
south of M.s. Maria - south of Citta di Castello -
M. delle Gorgacc.e. The deterioration of the 
situation on the Russian front made itself felt 
when orders were received during the day for the 
accelerated Withdrawal and dispatch to Germany of 
Para rz Div H.G.; 715 Inf Div received orders to 
relieve the departing formation. 

12 and 13 Jul 

53. In the area of Fourteenth Army 14 Pz 
Corps was under renewed pressure; 90 Fz Gren Div 
w:as forced back in the area· of Laiatico, 3 Pz Gren 
Div on its left lost ground, 26 Pz . Div ·on the right 
succeeded in holding its positions. The center arid 
right ~ing of the Arm:y withdrew to the Lilli Line. 
On 13 Jul 90 Pz Gren "Div was barely able to prevent 
a major breakthrough. In ·view of the inability of 
the neighbouring divisions to provide assistance at 

• From the coast about halfWay between Torre di 
Calafuria and Q,uercianella · - 2.5 km north Chiann.i -
Castelfalfi - 3 km north·S. Gitlign.ano - 2 kn 
north Poggibonsi - 1 km south Castellina in 
Chiant1·- to inter-army boundary at Gaiole in 
Chianti. 



' . 

-- '4-4 -

the critical points, O.D.SW consented in principle · 
to a withdrawal to the Marlene Line. (See Appx "K" ). 
There were no major developDents in Tenth f\.rmy•s area. 
Documents and telephone conversations dealt mainly 
with the relief of rar n rz Div H.G, by the 
numerically str.ong but qualitatively loss valuable 
715th Infantry Division. In an Operations Order 
of 11 Jul O. B.SW had pointed out the importance of 
preventing a brea~through in the Tiber valley by 
standing"firm in the defile south of.Citta di · 
Castello. · (Photostat 9ClAlO. (Dl81) )'. (G.M;D.s. -
55291/9, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, Appx 10-13 Jul, Appx 
1186, 11 Jul 44) When the Indian formations of 10 
Brit Corps continued t o forge ahead on 12 Jul 
~~sselrin.g said: "I have little conftdence in that 
Vt4 Inf) Division"; v. Vietinghoff.replied: "It 
is and remains our worst n1vision". On 13 Jul 44 
Inf Div lost M.s. Maria and M; Civitella. (G.M.n.s. 
- 55291/9, Tenth Armyt Vv .D. 7, Appx 10-13 Jul, tel 
cons 12 and 13 Jul 441* 

14 Jul 

54. Fourt eenth Army: Pressure on 14 Pz 
Corps continued; the Corps was able to hold the 
Marlene Line but realized that the next day might 
bring the necessity of falling back to the Nora 
Line (see Appendix ''K"). Tenth il..rmy: No develop
ments at the front of 76 Pz Corps; on the Adriatic 

* In the telephone conversations of 13 Jul the 
probable intentions of Eighth Army were 
repeadtedly referred to by Vietinghoff and 
Kesselring. No doubt r emembering the categorical 
statements of Heidrich, who predicted late in 
Ap;ril 44 that Cassino would be the focal point 
of the next att ack (Hist Sec Report No. 20, 
para 68), the Marshal said: 

"I am always a bit sc ept1tu1l of the 
appreciatiom of divisional connnanders 
regarding fUture atta~ks in their own 
sectors; I have had bad, experiences in this 
regard in the East and at Cassino." 

After the surptise of the Liri valley, l Cdn 
Corps was never r ar rrom the mind or the German 
Commanders; and in a t elephone conversation between 
v. Vietinghoff and Kesselring the following was 
said: · 

v.V: ••• and then I have just received a report 
indic ating that 2 Pol Corps is regrouping~ 
This may mean s everal things. Either ~ighth · 

.A:r!my says: "The Poles are getting nowhera,we 
tnke them out and put in the Canr.ciuns." Dut 
ho mny nls o s ay to hinSclf: "It seons to go 
well in the center, f will truce the Canadians 
there and push ahead." 

' 
K: Which "center" do you mean? 

v.V: The Tiber valiey. · 

(G.M.n;s. - 55291/9, Tenth Army; 
13 Jul, A~px 1179, tel cons v.V. 
13 Jul 44} 

w.n. 7, Appx io -
and K. 0910 hours 
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coast 2 Pol Corps resumed the attack and made 
slight gains north of Stuffolo. 

15 Jul 

55. In the War Diary of Fourteenth .A:rmy 
the oonst1111t pressure of Fifth Army was reflected 
by the following remark: 

In order to prevent the destruction of our 
~rt!lations before they reach the Heinrich 
~Arno) line and to straighten the front which 
has been lengthened by several penetrnt1ons; 
the Army, leaving beh~nd strong rear guards, 
withdraws during night 15/16 Jul with 75 
Inf Corps and western wing of 14 Pz Corps 
'to the following line: 7417 (Torre d • 
Do.ccale) - 5023 (S.E. Fauglia) ;. 5055 
(2 kns N.W. Capannoli - 5054 (S. of Falain). 

On Tenth Army's front 13 Drit Corps advanced south 
and south-west of Arezzo, forced a withdrawal along 
the inter-army boundary, captured M. Lignano 
(the feature commanding Arezzo) and would soon 
break through to the Arno valley. 76 Pz Corps · 
received permission to withdraw behind the Arno. 

15 Jul 1110 hours tel cons Wentzell - Deelitz 

W: ••• The situation is as follows: 
Firstly we have lost M. Ligno.no. Fr6m 
there the enemy has a view of Arezzo. 
Therefore we can not remain there much 
longer. The whole artillery of the 
enemy is r anging on M. Lignano. A 
counter attack would be very·c6stly 
and is out of the question. ••• 

D~ The Field Marshall agrees with me, with 
M. Lignano in.the hands of the enemy we 
must withdraw. 

(G.M.D.S. - 55291/10, Tenth krmy, w.n. 7, 
Appx 14-18 Jul, Appx 1226, tel cons 15 Jl1.l) 

Minor engagements took place on the Adriatic front. 

16 Jul 
. , 

56. Fighting extended to the whole front 
of Four~eenth Army and all .signs pointed to a 
big battle on the next day. In a telephone con
versation just tefore -midnight c. of s. Fourteenth 
Army imiformed C. of S. Army Group that the next 
day would bring a severe crisis and that no 
reserves were available with which to prevent a 
breakthrough that might l ead t o a crossing of the 
Arno by Allied troops ahead of the German troops . 
c. of s. Army Group "C" replied: 

"In view of the necessity of gaining time 
for the preparation of the Green Line every 
position must be held to the l ast." 
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In the Wo.r Diary of Tenth Army the day's events 
were described in the following entry: 

In the sector of 76 Pz Corps the enemy 
followed our own withdrawals already in tfie 
morning with infantry nnd armoured forces. 
On the whole he was repulsed by our rear 
elements. Dased on the rapid pursuit by 
strong forces on a broad front in the Ji..rezz.o 
sector it may be assumed that our withdrawal 
occurred immediately prior to the launching 
of a strong enemy attack. Large e~e:my 

concentrations near the confluence of the 
river Aggia and the Tiber point to renewed 
large · scale ~ttncks on both banks of the 
Tiber. .The evacuation of /mcona was again 
discussed with O.D.SW over the telephone. 
f.s the opponent has created large supply 
bases in Taranto, Drindisi and Foggia, it is 
improbable that he needs Ancona for n 
landing in the Rimini area. On tho other hand 
the evacuation of lmconn would bring about a 
considerable shortening of the front and so 
increase the resistance · vaiue of the greatly 
overextended Army-front.* 

17 Jul 

57. This was the olimaOUo day of the 
drive to the Arno; 14 I'z Corps was thrown back and 
during night 17/18 Jul withdrew to the Heinrich Line 
across the river. 75 Inf Corps withdrew to the 
Hildegard position north of Livorno, leaving some 
rear elements south of the city. The eastern wing 
of 1 Para Corps remained in the Marlene Line; 

• Hitler's Order to hold .Ancona had rankled in · 
the minds of the experienced field conn:n.anders. 
Wentzell formulated this most clearly when he 
said to Roettiger: 

••• This is another one of those prestige· 
~laces. To hold Ancona is an imbecility. 
{G.M.D.S·. - 55291/10, Tenth "A:rrny, w .. n. 7, 
Appx 14 - 18 Jul, Appx 1252, tel cons 
16 Jul 44) 
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contact with Tenth f.:rmy at M. Maione.~ In the area 
of Tenth f'i..rrn:y tho s pearheads of Eighth Army advanced 
on all pressure points; 13 Drit Corps advanced from 
Arezzo in a northwesterly dir ection, 10 Brit Corps 
captured M. Cedrone, 2 Pol Corps cracked the lines 
of 278 Inf Div in a ma jor assault; a continuation 
of tho advance at Agugliano would (and did} force 
a Germmi withdrawal from Ancona. The events 
surrounding the fall of Ancona were described in 
some detail in the War Diary of 51 Mtn Corps; a 
translation of the pages in ~uestion appears as 
Appendix "F" to this report ( 981.tUO ( Dl83)). 
·(G.M.D.S. - 62296/l, 5l ' Mtn Corps, W.D. 3, 1 Jul -
31 Aug, 17 - 19 Jul 44). The dispositions of 51 
Mtn Corps on 17 and 22 Jul were shown on a map 
which is boin$ · retuined in· photostatic form 
(981Al0(Dl84)J. {G.M.D.S. - 62296/2, 51 Mtn Corps, · 
W.D. 2, vol "D" of Appx, sit map 17 and 22 Jul 44J. 
Appendix "F" is best read in con~unction with Tenth 
Army's situation maps for . 17 and 18 Jul (Photostats: 
981AlO(Dl85) and (DJ.86)). (G.M.D.S. - 55291/17, 
Tenth Army, w.n. 7, sit maps 9 - 21 Jul, sit maps 
17 and 18 Jul 44) 

FIGH'I'IllG IN THE FLORENCE AREA AND EVACUATION 
OF FLORENCE (18 Jul - 10 Aug) 

58. Spearheads of ' the two Allied Armies 
had now reached the south bank of the .Arno; 14 Pz 
Corps was in the Heinrich Line- across the river 
north of Pontederra; 76 · pz Corps in the area north 
and northwest of ii..rezzo. Eut it would take another 
three weeks of bitter fi ghting to drive the last 
Germ1n elements from their positions south of the 
.Arno. 

18 Jul 

59. Apart from an l\merican attempt to 
widen the br eakthrough a t the joint between 90 Pz 
Gren and 3 Pz Gren Divs the day was uneventful on 

~ While not denying f acts, some German War Diarists 
had become very adept at evading the ·description 
of important setbacks by the use of cryptic and 
euphemistic phraseology. The student in search 
of facts not available in Allied sources is well 
advised to scan the daily situation maps; in the 
War Diary a disastrous r etreat may be glossed over 
by the citation of commendable resistance in 
better positions; once lost, large cities become 
mere map r eferences. - Master maps and daily · 
situation traces of Fourteenth· Army from l Jul -
30 Sep 44 appear in: G.M.D.S. - 62241/3, Fourteenth 
Army, sit Eaps. rhotostats of the master map 6 ~ 
26 Jul as well as of the situation traces for 16, 
17 and 18 Jul 44 are b eing ·retained by Hist Sec 
(G.s.) {981AlO(Dl82a, b , c, d) • . 
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the front of Fourteenth A:rmy. During tho night 
17/lC Jul Headquarters Fourteenth llrmy were moved 
from Monsu.rnmano (S&W. Pistoia) to Abetone {40 km 
N.W. Pistoia), Headquarters Tenth Army were moved 
from Saltino \near·vallombrosa) to Pizzocalvo 
(12 km E. Dologna). 76 Pz Corps was able to prevent 
tho opponent from reaching the road Arezzo -
Montevarchi, but on tho Adriatic coast Ancona had 
to be evacuated in order to prevent the 
encirclement of -278 Inf Div. - On the occasion of 
tne morning telephone call Kesselring had told 
v~ Vietinghoff that 1 Para Div was about to receive 
3,000 replacementso This information end the 
somewhat alarmi;lg reports from tho hdriatic sector 
induced v. Vietinghoff to propose the transfer of 
l Para Div to the coast: 

1835 hours 18 Jul v. Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

v. v.~ On the coast there are either com
pletely new tanks, if not a · 
different formation altogether~ 
!~ssaults have been carried out 
with unusual vigour •••• Consider
ation is being given to the 
question whether it would be 
possible to withdraw 1 Para Div 
fro;n Herr (:;6 Pz Corps) and to 
move it over to the coast if 
necessary •••• 

K. :~ I run not fully in the picture but 
I have just been speaking with 
Deelitz about the possibility of 
other · troops having been committed 
there. 

v. V.: It might be the Canadians. 

K.: Jill an emergency measure I suggest 
that you move down 1028 Pz Gren 
Regt fron · the area of Corps 
Witthoeft.ii l£i£ 

(G.M.D~S. - 55291/10, ~Venth Army, W.D. ?, Appx 14 -
18 Jul, Appx 1291, tel co.1ms 18 Jul 44) 

~ Tho proxini~y of an uncommitted cneny corps would 
obviously be a·matter of paramount concern to any 
1..:rmy commander. In this particular case tho Corps 
in question was 1 Cdn Corps. In accordance with 
the purpose of the present report such information, 
while not slanted, is stressed. 

Ei Du.ring the morning call on lC Jul Kesselring told 
v. Vietinghoff thQt he would be at Hitler's Head
quarters on 19 Julo Kesselring saw tho Fuehrer · 
and returned at 11300 hours 19 Jul (ibid; 19 Jul). 
It may have been on this occasion that the German 
High Command was given the impression that 
Canadian troops were in the coastal area. This 
was not the case, but even Schramm,(op cit, :p.82),in 
dealing with the events of the last days of July 
stated: 

(Cont'd on page 49 ) 
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19 Jul 

60·. _ Aecording to "Fifth Army History" 
(EE, cit, p. 84) Livorno was taken in the early 
hour'S"'Of 19 Jul against light resistance ("There 
was little fighting in the city"). According to 
the war Diary of Fourteenth Army, 75 Inf Corps had 
received 6rders to hold Livorno until the evening 
of 19 Jul. Based on the reports of the Corps, 
Fourteenth Army recorded the following: 

75 Inf Corps ••• and it came to heavy street 
fighting in which our troops, · 
while fore ed t o leave the city, 
succeeded in battling their way 
through to the North. 

On the right wing of Tenth Army -715 Inf Div lost the 
Monte Maione in bitter fighting. In the sector of 
278 Inf Dfv·massed tanks _ passed the Esino river at 
Chiaravalle.. Despite the fact that the German 
field commanders were .pleased to see 51 Mtn Corps 
move to shorter lines, the tactics employed by 
2 Pol Corps in their successful enterprise became 
the subject Of prolonged discussions. Tn this 
connection the r ecord of Tenth Army's telephone 
conversations on ·19 Jul is'being retained in · 
photostatic form. (981Al.O. (fil87) ). ·(G.M.D.·S.- -
55291/11, Tenth Army, Vi.T.D. 7, Appx 19-22 Jul Appx 
1309, 19 Jul 44). E:roeri>ts from the conversations 
are being quoted below: 

1010 hours 19 Jul Wentzell - ·Roettiger 

W: ••• I run worried by the'new tank 
tactics of the opponent • . If he 
continues to make himself strong on 
a narrow front - with 200 tanks in 
the load - the tanks accompanied by 
planes - and· the infantry following 
in the rear - he will obtain fUrther 
successes. Whell troops are being 
overrun by 200 tanks tney can not wait 
for t he enemy infantry. There is a 
differ ence between advancing with a 
few t anks and with such masses. 

R: Did they ull come at the same time? 

W: More or less. This- is a new problem. 
We must look deeper into this; it is 
of importance for the Green Line. 

R: Very much so. 
I • 

• • • 

~ (Footnote cont'd from page 48) 

••• On the Adriatic whore the enemy had put 
Canadiap and Polish troops in line, our 
troops ~ithdrew step by step as the enemy, 
after snort·pauses, launched consecutive 
attacks. ••• 
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This is an entirely new problem. 
Previously he Qioppe, Cmdr 278 Inf Div) 
has ~one very well against the entire 
Polish Corps; now, after all the 
casualties the ena:n.y has suffered he 
succeeds in breaking through. 

This is not an entirely now procedure. 

Yes, it is an absolute novum. Fur ahead 
the tanks arc advancing with air and 
artillery support. 

Md the infantry follows in thE)ir wake. 
••• Dut if su~h armoured groups are 
discovered in their assembly positions· 
they can be destroyed by the artillery. 

Ye·s , if recognized in time. • • • The 
placing of anti-tank guns in the Green 
Line must -be speeded up by all possible 
means. ••• All divisions in reasonably 
tank•proof country must give up their 
anti-tank weapons • 

• • • 

R: Where infantry is in danger of being over
run by massed tanks, a second strong 
defence line must be created so that tho 
tanks·can be intercepted between the two 
lines. 

1100 hours Wentzell - Roettigor 

W: It is just as I expected, on the coast the 
enemy is advancing with massed tanks. 
At Chiaravalle 30 tanks have already 
crossed the river, the others can be seen 
following • 

• • • 

W: If it goes on -in this manner the danger 
becomes great. The Army Commander has 
therefore come back to his intention of 
moving 1 Para Div to the coast; · to the 
Green Line for the time being •••• 

R: But to take out 1 Para Div where Para Pz 
Div H.G. has just left; there will be 
pressure in that sector too. 

W: That may be so, but it is not so dangerous 
there as we are moving into mountain 
country. Dut I see pronounced danger on 
the coast, and (Field Marshal) Alexander 
sees the soft spot and says to himself 

"there it goes well" and acts uccordingly • . 
R: True enough. 
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1500 h9urs Wentzell - Roettiger 

R: Whnt decision have you mnde? 

W: The· Army Col!illla.nder wants to move l Para 
Div •. 

R: If you believe it to be necessary nnd 
justifiable the Marshal agrees to it. 

2230 hours v. Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

v. V: On thE? whole we ~ucceeded (in stopping 
the breakthrough). 

K: I was really frightened. ••• 

K: Today I spoke to the Fuehrer about your 
Army. He said. "Yes, they are my best 
divisions" •••• (ibid) -

20 Jul 

61. At the German inter-army boundary 
Monte s. Michele was lost during the day} preparations 
were under way for the dispatch of 90 Pz Gren Div to the 
o.reo. north of Florenc,e as a mobile Army Group reserve; 
Kesselring gave orders to prepare the Paula Line for 
prolonged defence (see Appendix "K"). The road from 
Poggibonsi to Florence was ~escribed as tho probable 

· main axis of the next Allied advanc o; orders were 
given for suitable preparations. In tho area of Tenth 
t:i:rmy the day's main . events occurred on the extre~e 
right and left wings. The loss of Monte s. Michele 
to 6 South Af'rican Armd Div was ascribed in part to an 
attack from the rear by strong guerilla forces on 
2 and l Dns 735 Inf Regt ( 715 Inf Div). It was the 
first occurrence of this nature in the Italian theatre 
of war. On the Adriatic coast Morro d'Alba was cap
tured by Allied forces. 278 Inf Div was bolstere~ 
by the arrival in the sector of 914 Aslt Gun Ede, the 
17 cm battery of 557 G.H.Q • .Arty Dn and 6 guns from 
525 G.H.Q. Hy A-tk Dn. 

21 Jul 

62. The sole development of any consequence 
occurred in the Citta di Castello sector, where 
renewed pressure from 10 Brit Corps caused Tenth Army 
to issue orders for a limited withdrawal on the inner 
wings of the two Corps during the night 21/22 Jul. An 
agent claimed to have seen the insignia of 1 Cful Inf 
Div and 1 Cdn Corps in the area of 2 rol Corps. 
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(G.M.D.S. - 55292/2, Tenth Army, W.D. 7, Int rep 
Jul 44)• The day's events were overshadowed by 
the attempt'ea. assassination of Hitler on tho 
previous day.JE 

22 J"ul 

63. Intensive 1.W.lied preparations were. 
observed · at the front of l Fara Corps, particularly 
on the east side of the road Poggibonsi - Florence. 
In the area of Tenth Ii.rmy there were minQr 
engagements at the usual pressure points. In the 
morning O.D.SW and the f'i:rmy Commander discussed the 
situation on the Adriatic coast: 

0915 hours 22 Jul 

K: Did the eneray bring up additional 
forces? 

v.V: We do not believe that frosh infantry 
forces have arrived but we have a report 
stating tnat tho Canadians are behind 
the Poles. Polish prisoners and 
deserters have indeed always claimed 
that? Pol Corps · would be relieved 
after the capturo of Ancona, but as . 
far as the infantry is concerned 
nothing of that nature has taken place 
up to now. Regarding armoured forces, 
a British armoured brigade has been 
observed and the Polish Armoured · 
Drigade has received replacements. 
That makes two conplete arnoured 
brigades up there. 

~ Kesselring and his firmy Connn.anders were apparently 
uno.ware of the plot. Irrespective of any different 
opinions which they might have held, at that raoment 
they had no choice but to dispatch professfons of 
undying loyalty to the Fuehrer. Although the 
plotters had come from their own .class and no doubt 
had suffered much anguish before deciding to place 
love of country above honour and safety; and 
although no German general could fail to realize 
that Hit~er was lending tho country to its doom, 
Kesselring and his l'~>my comnanders chose to remain 
loyal to their oath of allegiance. In this 
connection photostatic copies of the follO'lfing 
documents.are being retained: 

9811J.O. (Dll38a) Tenth Army, 21 Jul 44., Message to 
Hitler (G.M.D.S. - 55291/11, Tenth 
Army, W.D~ 7, App:x: 19-22 Jul, 
App:x: 1338, 21 Jul 44) 

981A10. (Dll38b) O.B.SW 21 Jul 44, Text of Message 
to Hitler (~, Appx 1339) 

981.i.UO. (Dl88c) c..of s. Tenth Army:, Address before 
the officers of Army Headquarters, 
21 Jul 44 (1!2!.<!, Appx 1341) 

9811.J.O.(Dl88d) Fourteenth Army, 21 Jul 44, Messugo 
to Hitler (G.M.D.s. - 62241/5, 
Fourteenth Arriy, W.D. 4, Appx 17 
Jul - JO Aug, Appx 741, 21 Jul 44) 



- 53 -

K: Possioly the Canadian P...rnoured DiVision is 
there. 

v.V: . We hear constantly about the Canndians 
being in the rear area, but it is well 
possible that they are being saved for the 
attack on the Green Line. Farther up the 
coast the terrain is more favourable for 
their attack. For this reasort it has been 
my constant wish to move 1 Para Div in 
order to have something decent there. 

K: By 15 Aug Heidrich .will havo received 
J,ooo replacements. 

v.V: That is alright, but Heidrich trains 
replacements for six weeks before 
commitment at the front. 

K: Yes. 

(Photostat 981.AlO(DU19). (G·.M.D.S. · - 55291/lli 
Tenth Anny, W. D. 7 ( Ap px: 19-22 Jul, Appx 1371, 
tel cons 22 Jul 44J 

To establish the picture of Allied dispositions in 
the r .ensonably nearby rear-areas was primarily the 
task of the Corps Intelligence Offlcer of 51 Mtn 
Corps~ lElf~ A detailed appraisal of the enemy 
situation, based on the findings of this officer, · 
was submitted by the Corps to Tenth Army on 22 Jul. 
A photostatic copy and a translation of this 
report ap12ear as· AJ?pendix "G" to this report . · 
(981AlO. (Dl99) ·). (G.M.D.S. - 62297, 51 Mtn Corps,· 
Int Reps 1 Jul - 31 Aug, Ic Nr. 137/44, 22 Jul 44J. 
The situation was appreciated in the sense that 
strong Canadian and Dritish forces were being 
assembled in.the Adriatic sector for a major 
breakthrough. Apart from the facts that the Army 
commander was ever predictine ~ajor action on the 
coast,and that the Intelligence officer according 
to all his training was bound to reach the same 
conclusion, there is no possible doubt that the 
report in question reflected the complete success of 
the deceptive scheme "O'ITRINGTON" which had been 
carefully planned and executed· by Eighttl.Army to 
create this very impression.EilE 

]£ 

lU£ 
Int Offr 51 Mtn Corps: Dietrich v. Menges 
v. Vietinghoff to Kesselring on 2 Aug: · "51 Mtn 
C·orps has an excellent Ic". (G.M.D.S. - 61437/2, 
Tenth .A:rm.y, W.D. S, Appx 1-4 Aug, Appx 37, tel 
cons 2 Aug 44 ) · 

. . . 
Hist Sec, C .M.H. Q.., Report No. 187, Ofioration 
"OLIVE" to the Crossing of the Mareccia River, 
para 8 
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In the evening of the same day 
O.B.SW appeared at the headquarters of Tenth Army 
and said that the Allies might drop the plan for a 
landing in southern France and commit all available 
forces in Italy • . The coasts would be the focal 
points but a br eakthrough to the North at Florence 
was always a possibility • . The forces on the 
Adriatfc would have to pe deployed in depth, 1 Par.a 
Div and one projector battalion to go behind the 
left wing. 

23 Jul 

64. Kesselring now called at the head-
quarters of Fourteenth Army and repeated his remarks 
regarding the proba~le cancellation of the landing 
in southern France in favour of e.n all-out attack 
on Army Group "C ". The views and directi VEB of the 
Marshal on that occasion were recorded.by Fourteenth 
Army in a memorandum (Photostat 981AJ.O. (Dl90) ). 
(G.M.D.S. ·- 62241/5, Fourteenth Army~ ·w.D. 4, Appx 
17 Jul - 30 Aug, Appx 749, 23 Jul 44J. Pressure 
on Fourteenth Army increased during the day, 
particularly in the s ector of 1 Para Corps, where 
13 Brit Corps had r elieved the C.E.F. and was 
making the initial moves of the advance to Florence. 
The Germans knew well that 13 Brit Corps with 8 , 
Ind,· 2 N.Z. and 6 South African Armd Div had 
extended its operations further to the West; 
regarding the support of 8 Ind Div by Canadian 
armoured elements, there was however only one entry 
made in the records:'. 

25 Jul ••• Canadian armoured troops {?) 
allegedly seen with 6/13 Frontier 
Force Rifles. 

(G.M.n.s. - 62242/l, Fourteenth Army, w.D. 4.,_ 
Int reps 25 Jul 44) 

On 23 Jul an Italian deserter had claimed that 5 
Cdn .Armd Div was moVing north from the Siena region. 
(ibid, 23 Jul). This piece~of information was of 
interest to the Chiefs of Staff of both Armies; the 
matter was discussed on the telephone at 1145 
hours 23 Jul. Wentzell stat ed the reasons which l.Lad 
led to the assumption that the Canadians would appear 
at th~ . ?oast, and closed with the- words: 

••• Clarification of this matter is of 
decisive importance to Tenth Army as 1 Para 
Div is being moved to the coa.St on the 
assumption that the Canadians will be committed 
there. 

(Photostat 981AlO.(Dl95)). '(G.M.D.S. - 55291/12, 
Tenth Army, W.D. 4, Appx 23-27 Jul, Appx 1393, 
tel c ens 24 Jul 44J · . . ' 

65. On the left wing of Fourteenth A:rmy 
1 Para Corps was under pressure and withdrew to the 
Olga Line. On both wings 6f Tenth Army Allied 
preparations were observed. The War Diary of Tenth 
Army carried the following entry: 
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••• The fact that Eighth Arny is continually · 
taking over sectors lying fUJ.tther to the West, 
the fact that funerico.n Fifth Army now comr:iands 
only one Corps in the front line, and the con
centration of strong eneny formations at 
Naples and Salerno lead to the conclusion that 
the enemy is making preparations for a new 
landing operation. It may be directed· _ago.inst 
southern France or the Ligurian coast or the 
plains of the Po. In the meantime the 
resistance potential of the Rimini - Ravenna 
area has been increased materially; the 
infantry forces will be strengthened greatly 
by the imminent arrival of 98 Inf Div; in 
exchange 94 Inf Div will be moved to the 
Trieste area. 

25 Jul 

66. . From the ooast t 0 5 km West Of 
Empoli Fourteenth Army was now in the Heinrich Line, 
frorn."there to the inter-army boundary in the Olga 
Line. Pressure on l Para Corps continued, there 
were penetrations at the center of 356 Inf Div 
(M. Collegalla and Pgio di Rugliano). During night 
2S/26 Jul the eastern wing of 14 Pz Corps withdrew 
to the line: Sovigliann (N.W. Em.poll) - Empoli -
Villa l'Allore - la Martignana. In the area of 
Tenth Army- local withdrawals in the sectors of 114 
Jg and 305 Inf Divs. - On 25 Jul the sixth edition 
of the map: · Italy, l : lOO;ooo (with new ref'8rence 
points} was taken into use·by all higher head
quarters of Army Group 'C'. A good specimen of 
this edition appears in the records of 51 Mtn Corps, 
It shows the whole area of Tenth 1.:rmy and the main 
defonce lines of 51 Mtn"Corps on 26 Jul, 29 Jul, 
5 Aug, 8 Aug, 12 Aug 44. (Photostat 981AlO.(Dl91} 
( G.M. D.S. - 62296/2, 51 Mtn Corps, W. D. .3, vol "D" 
of ·Appx, sit maps) 

26 Jul 

67. During the day 1 Para Corps succeeded 
in maintaining its positions but during night 26/27 
the front was taken back to the Paula Line {running 
S.E. from Montelupo (on the l~rno) along the north bank 
of the river T. Pesa to Ce~baia, thence Pisignano -
Faltignano - Falciani - la Presura - Strada in 
Chianti - Mugriana - Cintojn and to the inter~army 
boundary ·at c. I1ian d'Albero (ITALY 1:100,00, Sheets 
106,113), (see Photostat 981Al0.(Dl92}, Master Map · 
for sit traces Fourteenth Army, 27 Jul - 26 Aug 44) •. 
(G.M.D.S • .:. 62241/.31 Fourteenth .Army, sit maps 1 Jul
JO Sep 44). 90 Pz Gren Div received orders· to move 
to the area on both sides of the road Parma-Modena; 
the first regimental group to move on 27 Jul. Under 
pressure itself, but mainly in order to conform with 
the movement of l Para Corps, the right wing of , 
Tenth Army·received orders for a fUrther limited 
withdrawal. 
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27 Jul 

68. Fourteenth .Army: The last rearguards 
of 75 Inf Corps were driven from their positions 
aouth of the Arno. In the sector of 14 Pz Corps the 
withdrawal to the Paula Line was not ·followed 
immediately; on the front of 1 Para Corps Allied 
troops were consolidating and reconnoitring. 
Contrary to earlier plans the remnants of 19 G.A.F. 
Div now were moved north for reorganization. The 
Corps Connnanders were told that the Green Line . 
forefield position would have to be defended, this 
to be followed by delaying resistance on the way 
back to the Green .Line and then definitive defence 
of the· ·Green Line. Tenth Army: Following the with
drawals of the night 26/27 Jul the day was unevent
ful. On the telephone the Chiefs of Staff of the 
two Armies discussed Allied intentions. The transfer 
of Allied air bases from Foggia to the West led both 
to believe that an attack on southern France would be 
the next Allied move; a major attack on the Adriatic 
or at Genoa would not require such shifting of · air 
bases (G.M.D.S~ - 55291/12, Tenth Army, W.D. ?·i 
Appx 23-27 Jul, Appx 14G7, tel cons 27 Jul 44). On 
25 Jul 87 Inf Corps was no.med ".Armeeabtoilung 
Ligurien"; with the assumption of command by Marshal 
Graziani the designation would change to "Armee 
Ligurien". Army Liguria would com.prise the 
following formations: 

3 Ital Inf Div ("San Marco") 
4 Ital Mtn Div ("Monte Rosa") 

34 German Inf and 42 Gernnn Jg Div 

lfarshal Graziani was to be subordinated to O.D.SW but 
fully responsible for his Army. A:rmy Headquarters 
staff would be su~plied by 87 (German) Inf Corps 
(1.£!.!!, Appx 1490.r 

28 Jul 

69. Pressure on 1 Para Corps was growing, 
particularly in the Cerbaia sector of 29 rz Gren Div. 
The Army Connnander told o.n.sw· the positions could not 
be held without fresh reserves. In the o.reo.. of TeJ.J.th 
Army the heights commn.nding: the San Sepolcro basin 
were lost and withdrawals to conform were ordered. 
1028 Fz Gren Regt received orders to join 715 Inf Div; 
15 Pz Gren Div was told that it would be committed 
on the coast in the case of an Allied landingi the 
Chiefs of Staff of Tenth Army and Army Group C' 
discussed the possible advantages of interchanging the 
two Corps Connnanders and their staffs for the operations 
in and after the "Green Line - forefield position" 
("Feurstein more experienced in mountain warfare, · 
Herr in flat country; Herr would do well on the coo.st"). 
{G.M.D.S. - 55291/13, Te~th Army, W.D. 7, Appx 28-31 
Jul, Appx 1507, tel cons 28 Jul). On the "Enemy 
Si ttiation Map., prepared by 51 Mtn Corps on 28 
Jul, l Cdn Inf Div was still being shown 

§ This ililplied the dissolution of A.rmeeabteilung v. 
Zangen. General v. Zangen, who had an excellent · 
record as a Corps Commander on the Eastern fro~t, 
reappeared in August 1944 as the connnander of 
Fifteenth Army in France. 
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with the Italian Liberation Corps ("according to 
reliable sources"), and l Cdn Corps in the Adriatic 
rear area ("according to agents") (Photostat 
98lf~O.(D200). (G.M.D.S. - 62297~ 51 Mtn Corps, 
Int reps 1 Jul 31 Aug, 28 Jul 44J 

. 29 Jul -
70. Fourteenth Army: Continued pressure 
and hard fighting west of Cerbaia. Tenth Army: 
Uneventful. Telephone conversations dealt mainly 
with Allied dis positions: the center of gravity 
was shifting farther to the West, over two-thirds 
of 13 Drit Corps were now operating on the left · 
wing of Fourteenth Army; Tenth Army would have to 
extend its front to the West;~ but on the other 
hand 1 Cdn Corps was s a id to be in the coastal area 
near the joint of 278 Inf and 71 Inf Divs; the 
attack on 7lorence would be forthcoming soon, and 
although primarily a holding action it would have 
the character of a prestige undertaking. · ( G.M.D.S ... 
55291/13, ·Tenth Army, W.D. 7, Appx 28-31 Jul, 
Appx 152b, tel cons 29 Jul 44) 

30 Jul 

71. Minor e?!Dgagements on the front of 
both Armies. The Corps of Tenth Army received 
permission for local withdrawals during night 
30/31 Jul. Marshal Kesselring enquired about the 
presence of the Canadian Corps in the Adriatic 
sector. Tenth Army was unable to confirm its 
presence; agents were s aid to be engaged in the 
solution of the problem. (G.M.D.S. ·- 55291/13; 
Tenth .Army, W.D. 7~ Appx 28-31 Jul, Appx 1549, 
tel cons JO Jul 44 J . 

31 Jul 

72. The most significant development was 
the renewal of deternined pressure on 29 Fz Gren Div 
and tho right wing of 4 Para Div. In the evening 
tho left wing of 14 Pz Corps and all formations of 
1 Para Corps received orders to fall back during 
the night to an intermediate defence line forward 
of the "Bridgehead position Florence"• The extreme 
right wing of Tenth Arny withdrew to conform. - The 
bulk of 1 Para Div was now nssembled near Cattolica 
on the Adriatic coast. Tenth Army detailed the 
measures to be taken ih the event of an Allied 
landing in the area of Genoa (case GUSTAV) or an 
Allied seaborne hook on the Rimini - Ravenna area 

~ ·New inter-army boundary as of 0400 hours 31 Jul: 
13253 - 14546 - 15085 - thence as before. (For · 
details see: Photostat 981AJ.O.(Dl93)~ {G.M.D.s. ·-
55291/13, Tenth .Army, Appx 28-31 Jul, Appx 1527 1 
1528, 1529, 29 Jul 44). (For map references see 
Photostat 981Al.O.{Dl9l)(para 66 above). 
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(case RICHARD). (Photostat 981AlO.(Dl94) {G;M.D.S. -
55291/13, Tenth· Army, W.D. 7, Appx 28-31 Jul, Appx 
15?4 and 1575; Jl Jul 44) 

73. After the attempt on Hitler's life 
the telephone conversation had become very guarded; 
Wentzell was the first one to rovert to the 
express ion of "candid opinions": 

1115 hours 31 Jul Wentzell - Deelitz 

W: I am of the opinion that tho whole 
strat egical situation in Italy is not 
being handled properly. 

D: Too pessimistic? 

W: No. Much too optimistic in view of the 
situation in the East. 

D: I told Roettiger yesterday that no 
officer not in the picture regarding 
the conditions in the East con judge 
the situation here. 

W: I am of the opinion - and I have said 
the same thing to Roettiger over throe 
weeks ago - that we should be in the 
shortest possible line from the 
republic to the coast.* 

• • • • 

It is always the samo old st0ry. 
Strategically speaking we are badly 
disposed. From three to four divisions 
could be saved by an order to shorten 
the front. 

D: Preparations are being made. 

W: This is all much too late and should 
have been done long ago, thon we would 
now have 3 - 4 divisions up there. 
Dut there is no strategical forethought 
on our side and we always muck aroufl.d 
with battalions as long as possible. 

1i The words "republic" and "eoast" presuriably meant 
"Switzerlandn and "Adriatic coast". When the 
same two officers discussed the situation on 
6 Aug, Wentzell said: 

A withdrawal to the shortest position 
between Switzerland and the Adriatic 
should have been carried out four weeks· 
ago. It is foolish to tie up down here 
large forces which ought to be employed 
where there are no mountain chains 
between the enemy and Germany. 

(G.M.D.S. - 61437/3, Tenth Army, W.D. 8, 
Ap~x 5 - 8 Aug, Appx 127, tel ccns 6 Aug 
44) 
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D: One cannot talk about this, we must ••• 

W: There is no insight. All is lunacy. With 
one wing we are up in Finland with the 
other one down at Rhodes; · in the center 
the enemy is in GerI:lany •••• It is incom
prehensible. There is an old farmers' 
saying that in an emergency everybody 
rallies around the flag. We do not even 
think of this. The enemy is in Germany, 
the war is coming to an·end, but we 

are still up at Murmansk. Instead of 
rallying around the flag the wings are 
extended who knows how .far. I cannot 
understand it any more. 

(lliil, App::: 1570, tel cons 31 Jul 44} 

74. At the turn of the month O.D.SW still 
believed the next Allied move would be a sea and 
airborne operation against Liguria. Dut a lunding 
in France was just as possible; at least 20 divisions 
were available f or the purpose.~ Calculations of 
Allied capabilities were based on the information · 
shown on the "Enemy Situation Mep" issued on 2 Aug. 
Fhotostatic copies of this document, as well as of 
the succeeding editions of 11 and 20 Aug appear as· 
Appendix "H" to this report (981Al0.(Dl96a, b,c)).** 
(G.M.n.s. - 61439/1, Tenth Army, W.D. 8, Int reps 
Aug 44). From the Canadian point of view it is 
interesting to note that the map for 2 Aug was the 
last one to show a Canadian formation in the 
Adriatic sector priar to the identifications 
resultingtrom the actual conmitment of the Corps. 
On 2 Aug 1 Cdn Inf Div was still shown with the 
Italian Liberation Corps. At the end of July 
Lt-Col Pretzell was promoted from Ops Offr 71 Inf 
Div to Ops Offr Tenth f'.,;rmy. Pretzell is the officer 
who later prepared the study: "Material for the 
Presentation of the Dattle of Rimini"" (Original 
Text and Translation: H.S. 981.0ll (DJ}} • . 

-
1 Aug 

75. On the front of the AJ:my Group the 
day was uneventf'ul.A SUI!lillary of Tenth Army's estimate 
of the situation was r ecorded in the form of an · 
introduction to War Diary No. 8 (G.M.D.S. - 61437/1, 
Tenth Army, W.D. G, 1 Aug - 30 Sep 44): 

At the moment the enemy is inactive on Tenth 
Army's front. The focal point of the fighting 
lies in the Florenc e area where the Dritish, 
following a visit of the King at the front, are 
endeavouring t o obtain a prestige success by 
capturing Florenc e. In accordance with the 
withdrawal movement of Fourteenth Army the 
right wing of Tentfi Army must slowly be taken 
back to a new line. 

~ For complete analysis see: Schramm, £l2. .Q.!l, 
Translation, page 52 

~~ The "Enemy ~ituation Maps" of -Fourteenth Ju:my 
carried identica l lnfor.r::ntion. 
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Deliberately weakening the Army's right ·wing 
in favour of the Adriatic sector, the un
seasoned 715th Infantry Division was committed 
on ·the extreme right. l Para Div, relieved by 
715 Inf Div, was deployed behind 278 Inf Div 
in and forward of the Green Line. 

_,_ts task is to back up the latter di vision 
which has suffered severe casualties in the 
Ancona battles and to prevent an early ·· 
penetration of t he Green Line at all costs. 
Enemy reconnaissance and artillery activity, 
as well as ship moveEents in the port of 
Ancona e~d the identification of 1 Cdn Corps 
(sic) on the lef t wing of 51 Mtn Corps lead to 
the expectation of an early attack. 

In view of the increased tonnage and the 
arrival of warships in the ""Mediterranean an 
\J!leny landing is furtherr:iore being expected 
either · on the wost coast of Italy or in southern 
France. · In order t o prepare for all contin
gencies, · Tenth Arny is readying suitable coastal 
defences, particular ly in the area Rimini -
Ravenna, with all available r:ieans and 
with the utnost dis 1x1tch. 94 Inf Div is en 
route to the ur ea of Trieste while 98 Inf Div 
is on the way t o tho danger zone. In addition 
15 Pz Gren Div and n Blocking Group from 162 
(Tu.re) Inf Div are being held in readiness as 
a nobile reserve for commitment on shortest 
notice. At the present time the Army has the 
following formation-1under its command: 

1 Para Div 
76 Pz Corps with 

51 Mtn Corps ~·1it }. 1 

Army teserve 
715 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 
15 Pz Gren Div 

305 Inf Div 

44 Inf Div 
114 Jg Div 

5 Mtn Div 
71 Inf Div 

278 Inf Div 

Corps Wi tthoef·c wi thJE 162 { Turc) Inf Div 
94 Inf Div 

Coastal Defence 
Area Venice. 

~ Corps Witthoeft had been under command of the 
.A:rmy since 17 Jul 44 (G.M.D.S. - 55291/1, Tenth 
Arrn.y, w.D. 7, 16 and 17 Jul 44) 
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2 Aug 

76. With the t actical situation remaining 
unchanged in all other sectors, 1 Para Corps and tho 
left wing of 14 Pz Corps came under severe pressure. 
After ~eYeral tele phonic requests for permission to 
withdraw, O.B.SW finally concurred at 1355 hours, 
and orders were given to fall back during the.night 
2/3 Aug on the "Bridgehead position Florence". · 
Rearguards were to remain in the present positions. 
The right wing of 76 Pz Corps (astride the Arno, 
a few niles ·south of rontassieve) was bent back 
accordingly. 

3 Aug 

77. There was no longer any doubt that 
1 Para. Corps would have to fall back behind the .Arno, 
and at 1020 hours O.D.SW gave his consent for 
withdrawal of the mass during the night 3/4 Aug to 
the Heinrich-Berg (Mountain) Line at the northern. 
outskirts of Florence. In view of the izmninent · 
evacuation of Florence, Tenth Army now selected · . 
defence lines furth·er north (rhotostat D · 981.AlO. · 
{Dl96) ). (G.M.D.S .... 61437/2, Tenth Army, W.D. 8, 
Appx 1-4 Aug, Appx 5C, 3 Aug 44 ). .A vtarning order 
for the exchange of the two Corps Headquarters was 
issued on the same evening (Photostat 901.JU.O.. ( Dl 97) ); 
(ibid, Appx 59): 

To take f'ull advantage of 51 Mtn Corps' , 
experience in mountain warfare and 76 Pz Corps' 
experience in operations with mobile 
formations ••••• : 

51 Mtn Corps to co!LDlland: 

715 Inf Div; 
334 Inf Div, 
305 Inf Div~ 
44 Inf Div, 

114 J g Div; 

76 Pz Corp~ to conmand: 

5 Mtn Div; 
71 Inf Div; 

278 Inf Div, 
1 :Para Div, 

and upon reaching the Green Lino 
in addition: 

162 {Turc) Inf Div and 
98 Inf Div. 

15 Pz Gren . Div to go into Army Reserve east 
of Dologne.. 

The exchange of headquarters became effective at 
1800 .hours o ·Aug 44. (G.M.D.S. - 61437/1, Tenth 
Army, w.D. e, 8 Aug 44) 

' 
·' • 
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4 Aug 

78. Three rear-guard battalions of 1 
Para Corps, with orders to remain south of the ~\rno 
on 4 Aug 1 were forced to cross the river earl~ in 
the morning. The !!lass of 1 Para Corps·was .slowly 
movi~g to the Heinrich - Derg position. Rear• 
guards were stationed along the· north bank of .the 

/ Arno. Eas:t of the German iht er-army boundary, in 
the area of Tenth ArI!lY the left wing of 4 Inf Div 
ca.ptured Monte Finetto in the norning and Monte 
Altuccio in the evening. The failure there of some 
companies of 576 Inf Regt (completely reorganized 
with remnants of 91l- Inf Div) created an embarrassing 
situation f or 305 Inf Div and caused some concern in 
higher quart ers lest a deep penetration at this 
point force a premature withdrawal beyond.the 
projected Green Linc - forefield position. 'I'he 
responsible company commonders 'were warned· for court 
or inquiry (G.M. D.s. · - 61437/2, Tenth ArI!lY, w.n. i ., 
Appx 1-4 Aug, Appx 83; tel cons 4 Aug 44). Dlring 
the day Kesselring inquir•d about Allied dispositions 
on the Adriatic coast; v~ Vietinghoff was unable to 
supply the desired ipformation and said the 
divisions were trying tot eke prisoners for identi
fication (ibid)• 

5 - 10 Aug 

79. During these days there were no 
engagements of significance in the area of Fourteenth 
A:rr:iy. E:x:tensive reconnaissance activity failed to 
throw light on Allied changes in dispositions. On 
8 Aug 90 Pz Gren Div was placed under connand of the 
Ligurian Arny. Most of the rear elements of l Para 
Corps seem to ha ve left the city of Florence during 
the n~ght 10/li 1\.ug.1! . In tho area of Tenth Arny 
hurriedly brought up units had succeeded in stabilizing 
the situation at the Monte Altuocio and the with- . 
drawal of the PJ:my continued to proceed according 
to plan. At the he adquarters of Allied Fifteenth 
Arm.y Group it had been decided in the neantime to 
lreach the Gothic Line in the Adriatic sector. · 
Deceptive measures were now operating in reverse. 
f~ a consequence of thi s development a new and 
radically different picture of the enemy situation 
on the Adriatic coa st ·was subnitted to Tenth Army by 
51 Mtn Corps on 7 Aug; a few hours before the 
transfer of this headquarters to the right wing of 

* The opaque style of Fourteenth Ar~'s War Diary 
makes it often difficult to evade misconstructiora. 
Fighting at the time had died down anq· the -with
drawal of 1 Para Corps to the Heinrich-Mountain 
Line had lost some of its urgency; . the_ ev·er 
r9curring references however to the withd~awal of 
the Corps to that line seem to · be referenc·es 
to the movements of the "last", "the very last" 
and the "absolutely last" rea~ elements. 
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the Army. A photostatic copy and a translation of 
the document O.J(f!E:ar as .. Appendix , n;pi ·to this report 
(981AlO. (D201)). (G.l,;1.D.S. - 62297, 51 Mtn Corps, 
Int Reps i ·Jul - 31 Lug , · 7 Aug 44). c. of s. 
51 Mtn Corps now stated flatly that neither the 
previously reported enemy concentrations nor the 
presence of Cnnadian f ormations in the front had 
been confirmed and that there were no indicatioms 
of an imminent large scale ·attack • . On Tenth Arny's · 
"Enemy Si tu at ion Map" f or 11 Aug (see Appx "H"}, . 
1 Cdn Corps was shown in the reserve of Eighth 
Ji:rmy. During the mi ddl e of August, when the 
Germans had finally tecome convinced .that the 
Adriatic -coast was very lightly held, Eighth Army 
was massipg its divisi ons there for a surprise 
thrust through the Gothic Line. 

Bo. This r eport has been prepared 0 by 
Capt A.G. Steiger, Historical Section (G.S.)~. -.. 

! A ·~ ~ ~ <l V\ I ~3A ' 
~ .; 1"{c.P. Stacey) Colonel, · 
\ · Director, 
Historical Section (G.s.) 

, .. 

\ 
\ 
\ 
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Fersonal names are . required for interpretation or 
telephone conversations. 

v. ALTENSTADT : see Schmidt v • ..iU.tenstadt 

BAADE, ~net Guenther, Lt Gen, Cmdr 90 Fz Gren Div : 11 

DEELITZ, Dietrich, Col, Ops Offr Army Group · nc~ · : 

9f, 19r, 21r, 55, 59, 73, 73f . .. 
IDEHLKE, Helmuth, Lt Gen, Cmdr 334 Inf Div : 11 · 

DOEHISEN, see DOEI.SJi.N 

DOEI.SEN, ~j Gen, t~mp Cmdr 114 Jg Div : 14, 24f 

Freiherr v. DUTTLAR, Maj Gen, Armd Forces Ops Staff : 13 ~ 

Freiherr v. CANSTEI~, Lt Col, Ops Offr 334 Inf Div : 35 

- FEURS~IN 1 V~entin, Gen of Mtn Tps, Cmdr 51 Mtn Corps : 69 

FRIJ!S, Walter, Lt Gen, Cmdr 29 Pz Gren Div (till 1 Jun 44) : 11 

FUEHRER (Der) : s~e Hitler, ~dolf 

GRAZIANI, Ro~olfo, (Italian}, Marshal, Cmdr Ligurian Army : 68 

HAUSER, Wolf, Maj Gen, ·c. of s. Fourteenth .Army: 
8, ~. 50, 56, 68 

HEIDRICH, Rich~d, ~t Gen, -Cmdr l .Para Div _: l~, 53f, 63 

~. ~augot~, ~n, ~mdr ?6 P~ Co~ps ~ 35,_59, _69 

HITLER, Adolf, 9; llj 18t; 19, ·20, ·21! ·21r, ·27l 29, JO, 
. . 36, 45, 56t, 59f, 60, 6i, 62f~ 7) 

HOPPE, Harry, Lt Gen, Cmdr 278 Inf Div : 24f, 60 

~' Alfred, Col Gen; Chief Armed Forces Operations Staff : 
17, l?f, 20 

KEITEL, Wilhelm, Field Marshal, Chief Armed Forces High 
Command ( OKW) : 27 

\ 

KESSELRING, Albert, . Field Marshal: Nume~ous references 

Graf KLINCKOWSTROEM, Karl Heinrich, Col, C. of S. 51 Mtn Corps : 
30, ?9 
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LEMELS:EN, Joachim, Gen 6f Arty, ·cmdr Fourteenth ·Army · (as or 
6 Jun 44) : 8, Bf, 9f, 11, 20, 21, 37, 62f, 69 . . 

F:eiherr v. LUE'ITWITZ, Lt Gen, Cmdr 26 Fz Div : 11 

v. MACKl!NS llN, 

v. Ml\NNSTEm, 

Eberhardt Col Gen, Cmdr Fourteenth Army (till 
6 Jun 441 : _8, 9, 9f, 11 

Fritz Erich, Field Marshal, Cmdr Army Group 
South (Eastern Front) : Bt · 

v, MENGES, Di~trich, ~apt, Int Offr 51 Mtn Corps : 63, 63t 

OR'INER, 

OHLSEN, 

PRETZELL, 

Bruno, Lt Gen, Cmdr 44 Inf Div (succeeded in June 44 
by v. Rost) : _14 

see DO:ELSEN 

Lt Col, Ops 0ffr 71 Inf Div, later Col, Ops Offr 
Tenth Army : 74 

RODT, Ebe~hard, I.t Gen, Cmd~ 15 Fz Gren Div : 11, 35 

ROE'I'r!GER, Lt .Gen; C. "of s. · A±my Group ·"c" · (as of 12 Jun 44) s 
9f, 19, 25, 29, 35, 36, 44f, 56, 56t, 60, 69, 73 . . . 

RUNKEL, H~nning Werne~, Coi, c. of _S. 76 Fz Corps : 35 

SCHMIDT v, ALTENSTADT, Hans Georg, Col, C. of S. 14 Pz Corps : 
50 

SCHRAMM, 

SCHRANK, 

Percy Jnonst, Dr. phil; Majj War .Diarist Armed Forces 
Ops staf'f : 5, 9f, 17, lBt, ~or, 26f, 28, 3lr, 59t, 74t 

Maj Gen~ Cmdr 5 Mtn Div : 14, 24f 

TOUSSAJNT, Rudolf, Gen of Inf, Plenipotentiary Representative 
. of ~he German Armed For~es in Italy : 16f . 

v. VIETINGHOFF, Heinrich1 Col Gen 1 Cmdr"Tenth Army: ·10, ·11, 21, 
25; 26, "j5, "36t, "j7, "38, 45, 53, 53t, 59, 59f, 
60, 62~, 63, 63t, 71, 78 

WARLIMONT, 

WENTZELL, 

WESTPHAL, 

WOEHLER, 

Walter, Gen of .Arty, Deputy Chief Armed .Forces 
Oper~tions Staff :. 17, l?f, 20 

Fritz, Maj Gen·, ·c. ors. ·Tenth Army : ·10, ·1o:r ·11f'; 19f', 
21r, 25, 30, 35, 36, 44f, 55, 56r, 60, 62f, 64, 68, 
69, 73, 73f ·. . 

Siegfried, Lt Gen, C. of S • .Army Group new (till 11 Jun 
~) . : 9, 9f' 35 

Otto, Gen, Cmdr E:1ghth Army (Eastern Front).: 8f' 

v. ZANGEN, Gustav, ·Gen of Int, Cmdr Armeeabteilung v. Zangen : 
16, 16f, 68f 
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Ge rman Ar my__ 

Se l ec t ed Progrosslvo Casualt:z: 'T otals from 22 Jun .41 

'l 0: 10 14 Ar mee::; ruopE Dir ectly Army All 
Ar '•Y Army v . Zan Gen under command Group "C" Fronts 

Army Gr oup (Army) 
II C II 

I 

20 Apr 44 208.420 28 . 880 737 547 238.584 4.242,806 
30 t\ pr 44 209, 02 4 30 , 103 816 597 240.540 4,294,030 
10 J'viay 44 209 J 626 31.339 888 662 242.515 4.318.600 
20 h:ay 44 212 , 085 32 , 605 966 701 246,357 4,386,942 
.31 1 .. a y 44 215 , 481 38 , .551 1. 028 772 255,632 4,466,504 
10 Jun 41 218 ' 298 .58 ,351 1,118 823 258. 590 4,496.077 
20 Jun 44 22 1, 782 38 , 351 1, 277 866 I 262 .276 4, 528,641 
30 Jun 44 224 . 639 38 . 351 1, 492 955 / 265 .437 4.554,219 
10 Jul 44 226 , 042 54 , 974 1, 555 1.038 / 283 J 60 9 4.604.067 
20 Jul 44 229,396 65 , 596 1,568 1,237 / 297,797 4.715,941 
3 1 Jul 44 233, 059 81,090 1, 612 1, 384 317,145 4,816,766 
10 ,.f.u: 44 234 , 893 84 , 112 l,f"58 1,510 322 ,173 4,951.265 
:20 Au0 44 236 , 397 3 6 , 4.54 Army Grou1 1,707 324,538 5,029,278 

Li guria 
10 ~ eo 44 ( 1 ) 242 , 579 88 , 459 4 , 384 1 , 894 337,316 5,305,722 
20 Seo 44 248 J 595 90,225 5 , 867 2 ,003 346.690 5 .381.133 
30 Seo 44 255 l l94 93 . 610 6 , 946 2 .179 357, Y:C9 5' 632 J 697 
10 Cct 44 259 ,!04 98 , 0 91 7 , 307 2,313 366,815 5,707,778 
31 l•c t 44(2) 2E8 , o51 104, 588 8 , 274 3 , 046 384 , 559 5. 909, 460 
10 ~\ov 44 272 . 612 104, 697 8 . 370 3 .140 388 , 8 49 E;,242,266 
20 :'! OV 44 274,236 lO::i , 014 8 , .570 3 , 237 390,857 6 ,297' 716 
30 Xov 44 277 . 461 114 , 025(3: - 3 , 346 394 , 832 E,420 ,700 
10 Jee 44 2'30 , 02 ? 114 , .:> ?G - ..3 , 395 397 , 800 6 , 474 ,250 
20 ~ec 44 28 4 , 30 5 114 , Gc22 - 3 , 4E7 402 , 424 6 , 53 1,388 
.:i l _j ec ·4 <± 287 , 0 l o ll ·L 985 - 3 , 720 405 ,722 6 . 608,501 
10 Jan 45(4 ) 290 , 025 115 . 449 - 3 , 919 409,393 6 , 681, 8 72 
20 Jan 4o 2 'JO. 6 So 115 , 544 - .j . 967 410.20 6 6 .729,500 
3 1 Jan 45 291 , Gl ? 115 ,747 - 4 , 03 7 411.401 6 ,796,249 
10 -~et 45 2 92 ' 415 116 , 229 - 4 . 0 87 412,80 1 6 ,952, 843 
20 ?et 4o 293 , 328 116 ' 6::>2 - 4 , 331 414.311 7,074,005 
.2 8 .::.,eb 45 294 , 029 117,192 - 4 ,412 415,633 7.201.551 
10 l .. ar 4::> 294 , 992 120 , 266 125 4 , 472 419,855 7.352.066 
20 :.ar 4o 295 , 8 1;) 121 ,267 22 9 4 , 610 421,919 7,463.497 
31 : .. ar 45(5) 296 , 460 122,074 350 4 ,731 42.3.615 7,620,323 

( 1) ~· a ulat ion for 0 1 /1 u -~ ·4 not avai l ab le 
( 2) Talulation fo r 20 Oct 44 not available 
(3) For .,_ rmy Group Li .,uria and ? ourteenth Ar my 
(4) /.mended edl t ion 
(5) Ar my Group II ( If surr e ndere d on 2 };:ay 44; April fi ~ures are not available 
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. E. SW 
and 
Commander of Army Group "C" 

No. 246/44, Secret 

Operations Order 

9 Jun 44 

Copy No. 4 

For the general conduct of operations in the Mediterranean 
area, it is of decisive importance, particularly in view 
of Italy as a potential spring-board for an enemy opera-
tion a jainst the Balkans, to retain possession of as much 
of Italy as possible. It is therefore the task of the 
Army Group, by stubborn fi ~htins to prevent the enemy 
from pushing on further towards the North. Thus, it will 
be gin by defendin

0 
the Dora line, and will only withdraw 

towards the orth if forced to do so by the enemy. How-
ever, in the event of any further streng thenine of the 
enemy forces, or if there is a basic change in the situa-
tion, a gradual withdrawal to the Gothic position may become 
necessary. This withdrawal movement too is to take place 
only after stubborn fi z hting and over several lines of 
resistance, each of which is to be held as lonG as possible. 
5etween these resistance lines, the Armies are to form 
intermediate lines, in such a manner that the withdrawal 
movement does not exceed 15 km at any one time. ~esistance 

lines a nd intermediate lines are to be reconnoitred successive
ly, constant reports bein· sent in to the Army Group. 

A) Fi , ~ htin.; Around and North of the Dora Line 

Durin.J the fi e;ht in!.3 around and north of the Dora line, 
it is important that, while conserving our fi ghting 
power, the heaviest possible losses in personnel and 
materiel be inflicted on the enemy. To achieve this 
object, the enemy's advance must be delayed by the 
constant formation and subsequent change in location 
of anti-tank concentrations at the main lines of 
attack, as well as by blockin5 the mountain passes. 
Of decisive importance is the timely and adequate 
blockin~ of the Orbetello defile, as well as maintaining 
the closest contact between the inner wings of the 
armies. Again extensive use of the repellent firing 
power of our heavy weapons, more especially of the long
range artillery, is indicated (see O.B.SW (Commander 
Army Group " C") C. G.S. No. 0126/44 Secret, 9 Jun 44). 

In future, each withdrawal must be approved by O. B.SW. 
Plans for the followin~ day are ther.efore to be communi
cated to o . B . S~ by not later than 1200 hrs on the 
precedin._j day. 

14 Pz Cor~s, 90 and 29 Pz Gren Divs will be transferred 
by Tenth Army to Fourteenth Army on the west bank of 
t he Ti ber, passing under command of the latter with 
the crossinJ of the Ti ber. 26 Pz Div is to be taken 
back by Tenth Army along the boundary line between 
Fourteenth and Tenth Armies as Army Group Reserve. 
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Insofar as the battle situation allows - without 
decisively further weakening our own fi ghting power -
the Dora line ls to be defended, in order to intercept 
the enemy's advance, and to make it possible for our 
own formations to reorganize. Fourteenth Army is to 
withdraw immediately at least two hard-hit formations 
(if possible 65 and 362 Inf Divs; later also 92 Inf Div), 
and Tenth Army at least one formation (94 Inf Div) from 
the front line, and is to transfer them to the Gothic line 
for rejuvenation, where at the same time they will act 
as security garrisons. In addition, Fourteenth Army 
is to hasten the evacuation of 715 Inf Div, complete 
with supplies, to the West. 

B) Conduct of Battle north of the Dora Position as far as 
the Gothic Line 

In the event of developments in the situation making 
a further withdrawal absolutely necessary, orders for 
this will be issued by the Army Group. The code word 
for this operation ls: ALARICH. 

a) On this code word being given, the following army 
boundaries will become effective: 

1) Fourteenth Army and Army Abte1lung v. Zangen: 
Elba - Piombino - 5 km N Nassa Ma.rittlma - Siena -
10 km SW Montevarchi (villages in the zone of Army 
Abte1lung v. Zangen). . 

2) Fourteenth Army and Tenth Army: Course of the 
Tiber as far as the river fork lO· km SE Orv1eto -
the highway Orv1eto, Chiusi, Montepulciano - 10 km 
SW Montevarchi - Pontassieve (highway i n zone of 
AOK 10) - Viechio (AOK 10) - Cattaia (AOK 10). 

3) Tenth Army and Army Abteilung v. Zangen: At 
first unchanged. · 

Army Ab teil1mg .v. Zan8en is to make preparations 
for handin:~ over its blockln_s formations in the 
Grosseto area and east to Fourteenth Army, in such 
a manner that, when the new army boundaries come 
in.to effect, these formations can be taken over 
quickly by ~ourteenth Army. 

b) The withdrawal is to take place by sectors, if 
possible by alternating (leap fro g ) commitment, over 
the resistance lines shown on the accompanying trace, 
and the intermediate lines are to be fixed in detail 
by the Armies. The junction points between the resist
ance lines and the intermediate lines along the seam 
of Fourteenth and Tenth Armies are to be decided on 
jointly by t he AOK's, and the results communicated to 
O. B.SW. To ensure the requisite close contact between 
the two Armies, liaison Jroups in adequate strength 
are to be held in constant readiness. Furthermore, 
care must be taken dur1n~ the withdrawal, that the 
retreating troops are received in their new position 
by su~ficiently stron3 forces. For this withdrawal 
movement too, the principle holds good that each 
resistance line must be given up only on orders from 
O.B.SW, after hard fi ghting , in which the heaviest 
possible losses must be inflicted on the enemy. 
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c) Points which are especially threatened in the 
terrain in front of the Gothic position must be secured 
in good time by the commitment of blockine units. The 
core of these blocking operations must lie between the 
position constituting the main defence line at the 
time and the next resistance line. 

d) Preparations for the evacuation of the Island of 
~lba and the Island of Pianosa are to be ms.de so that 
this operation can be synchronized with the beginning 
of the withdrawal movement from the western Frieda 
position. A separate order for this operation is being 
issued. The G.H. Q. formations released hereby are to 
be transferred to the Fortress brigade for strengthening 
the coastal defence i n the La Spezia sector. · Details 
for the evacuation are to be worked out immediately 
between Army Abteilung v. Zaneen and tt.e German Naval 
Conunand, Italy, subject to the basic principle of a 
four days warning . 

C) Disposition and Conunitment of Forces for the Conduct 
of Battle in the Gothic Position 

~ 1th the occupation of the Frieda position, the intention 
is to divide the whole of northern Italy south of the 

.Po into two Army Areas, which will be taken over by 
Tenth and Fourteenth Armies. Army Abteilung v. Zangen 
will then a gain be committed as 87 Inf Corps. 

a) J 1sposit1on of commands. Rieht: Fourteenth Army 
Left: Tenth Army 

Boundary line between the Armies: 
Cattaia (villa ; e in AO~ 10 zone) -
Eologna) - from there north as far 
1'1il Ad.min H. Q . Ferrara and Bologna 

Pontassieve - Viechio -
Castanaso (east of 
as the boundary of 
( 17 km WNVi Ferrara) • 

Rear boundary of the army areas: V'est and northwest 
boundary of Mil Admin H. ' . Genoa - passin1 into west and 
north boundary of Mil Admin H. Q. Parma - from there 
passin into west and northern boundary of Mil Admin 
H. ~ . Padua - the operational zone of the High Commissioner 
of the Adriatic coast. 

It has been sugeested to the Supreme Command that these 
army areas be defined as operational areas. 

b) The following commitment of forces is intended, and 
this is to be taken as the basic principle for all pre
parations for occupation of the Gothic position: 

aa) Fourteenth Army with three Corps Headquarters 
(one of which will probably be 51 Mtn Corps). In 
addition, nine divisions and 135 Fort Ede in commit
ment on the front including the coast as far as 
the French boundary, as well as two panzer or panzer 
grenadier divisions in reserve. Subsequent commit
ment of 5 Mtn Div and the two High N.ountain battalions 
in the western part of the Gothic position is planned. 

bb) Tenth Army with four Corps Headquarters (1n
cludin' the Venetian Coastal Command and the Adriatic 
Coastal Cormnand). In addition, 11 divisions (less 
188 Res itn Div) committed on the front ·and the 
adjacent coast, as well as three panzer or panzer 
grenadier divisions !n reserve. 
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cc) To t e at the disposal of the Army Group, and 
responsible at the same time for the training of 
t he reserve formations: One Panzer Corps Head
quarters. 

dd) Fourteenth and Tenth Armies will report their 
intended disposition in the Gothic position (giving 
t he divisional numbers) by 20 Jun at latest. The 
divisions now committed on the Ligurian and 
Tyrrhenian coast will be committed in the Gothic 
position with Fourteenth Army. 

c) Security Garrison 

The exhausted divisions of the Armies (see section 'A') 
are to be transported to the Gothic -position in one 
uninterrupted movement for rejuvenation and commTEment 
as security garrison. For transport to the rear of 
additional exhausted divisions, previous approval by 
O. F. SW is required. 

?urthermore , all elements of the supply troops, trains, 
and field reserve battalions which can be spared, as 
well as all those formations which in consequence of 
loss of arms consist only of personnel, are to be with
drawn to the Gothic Line forthwith; armed with spare 
weapons, and committed to further strengthen the 
security garrison. Upon arrival of the replacements, 
the field replacement battalions are to be organized 
in suc h a way that in case of necessity they can be 
connnitted as complete battalions in the defence of the 
Gothic Line. · 

In order to permit a proper direction of the reinforce
ment stream, the divisions to be relieved are to report 
to Army Group without delay. The relief of G.H.Q. 
troops (such as 400 Reece Bn and G.H.Q. artillery forma
tions) ls also to be provi ded for. Where no orders to 
the contrary are issued in i ndividual cases, G.H.Q. 
troops will remain under their previous commands durin3 
the period of rejuvenation. A special order follows 
concerning rejuvenation of the exhausted formations. 

d) To enable the Armies to become familiar with the 
course a nd construction of the Gothic position aa early 
as possible, without prejudice to the overall reaponsi
bllity ·Of Army Abteilung v. Zangen, construction work 
in Fourteenth Army's future sector is to be carried 
out by 75 Army Corps; in the future sector of Tenth Army 
by the Venetian Coastal Command. The Armies will 
establish contact with these Corps Headquarters as early 
as possible. However, nothin~ may be changed in the 
arrangements already made for geographic location of 
the line. 

e) Headquarters to be prepared 

Headquarters of O.B.SW: Recuaro (35 km NE Verona) 
Advanced Headquarters in the Re ggio area. 

Fourteenth Army Headquarters: In the Parma area. With
drawal Headquart e rs behind the Genoa coastal defe~ce 
sector about in the Alessandria - Tortona area. 

• 
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Tenth Army Headquarters: In the Ostilia area. V.'ith
drawal Headquarters in the a rea nort h of Treviso. 

After reconnoitrin ~ , the A. O. K. 'swil l re port on the 
Headquarters and Advanced Headquarters which have finally 
been decided on. 

D) General 

a) Demolitions. All military objects which might be 
of value to the enemy, includin~ the harbours on the 
east and west coasts, are to be destroyed to the 
greatest possible extent. Detailed orders are to be 
issued by the Armies. Responsibility for carrying 
out the demolitions will be passed · to the Armies, who 
in their turn may authorize their subordinate commands 
to give the demoli t.i on orders. 

In a very much higher de gree than heretofore the enemy 
advance must be stopped by the demolition of all 
objects of value to him. No bridge, no tunnel, no 
railway installation or similar object of value must 
be allowed to fall into his hands intact. Every last 
engineer must be employed for this task. I draw 
attention once aeain to my order statin f that the 
engineers are not to be committed for infantry fi ghting, 
but for duties such as these. 

As regards destruction of industrial objects, the 
special orders for this already issued by the Quarter
master General/O.B.SW apply. 

b) Security 

All preparations for the withdrawal movement ALARICH 
are to be made in such a manner that, after the 
appropriate order has been received from the Army 
Group, . this movement can be begun forthwith. The 
plannin' staff for this movement is to be limited to 
those absolutely necessary. 

Telephone conversations referring to the withdrawal 
movement are forbidden. 

(handsi3ned) KESSELRING 
General Field Marshal 
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O•• S Ops/Trg
No. 0350/44 Secret

Order 01' Battle 01' Major Formations

O.B.SW

ppx 15 to _I'
Op. 15 Jun ""

Poaition a

- .
-

Direc tly
14 Army 10 Army ~Army Abtel1ung zanSenunder y.

Army .
Group

,

pomdr
14 pz Corps 1 Para Corps Directly 76 pz 51 Mtn Corps !DIrectly 75 Inr Pomdr pp ZOne Dlrectl,.

under Corps lunder Corps VenetIan ~drlatlc under
Army IArmy poast poaat Army

· 715 Int 1162 Int 90 pz 129 pz 26 pz 92 Int H. G. 171 Int 278 1334 Int 16 SS ~88 Rea Comdr
Div Div Gren Gren Div Div pz Div ~Iv Int Div Div pz DIy Ply Alpen-

(Turc) Div ~Iv vorland
absorbed

(relIeved by
latter
~rrIva1

lot 19 Lw
IFd DIv)

20 Lw 4 Para 356 1 Para 5 Mtn 114 Jg 94 Int 42. Int :3 Branden-
Fd Div Int Div Div Div Div Div Burg Regt
Dlv Dlv

absorbed
by

65 Int 19 Lw l'd 3 pz 362 15 pz 305 135
Div lDiv Gren Int Dlv Gren Int Dlv Fort

(in trans-Dlv Dlv Bde
It)

44 Int Comdt
Dlv Elba ,
(H.u.D.)

34 Int
Div



Army AbteI1ung
v. zangen

Posltlon as of 23 Jun 44

45 Coples
COPY No. 45

O.B.SW

'10 Army

Order ot Battle of Major Formatlbna

75 lnt Directly 76 pz Corps 51 IItn Corps Dlrectly Comdr Comdr DIrectly
Corps lDlder under Venetian Op Zone under

Army Army Coast Adriatic Army
Coast

16 SS 362 H. G. 305 71 Inf 278 94 Inf 188 Rea 42 Jg
pz Int Div pz Div Inf Div Inf Div Mtn Div Div
Gren (new) Div Div
Diy

1 Para 334 ,5 Mtn 114 Jg 3 Branden- Comdr
Div Inf Dlv Div burg Regt A1pen-

Div vor1and

19 Lw 15 pz 44 Inf 34 Inf
Fd Div Gren Div Div

Div (H u.D)

135 Fort
Bde

I4 Army

1 P ra Corpa

162 29 pz 26 pz
DiY lor Diy Gren Diy

(Turc) 01.,
90 pz 2Ot. 356
Gren Pc! Diy l~ Diy
Diy

65 IIi1' 3 pz
Gren
Diy
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O.B.SW 2 Jun 44 1415 brs

Copies to: O.B.SW
General of Engineers &

Fortifications
Chief of G.H.Q. Armament &

Recruitment
O.T. Central at G.H.Q.
General Plenipotentiary of the

German Armed Forces in Italy
G.H.Q./Q.M.G.

Ref: Additional Fortress~like Construction in the Defence
Position.

1.) The Fuehrer has ordered that work on fortress-like
construction in the Apennine position be accelerated,
and that, in order to achieve this end, the manpower
and materiel committed b~ augmented. The following
points are important:

a) Anti-tank security in those sectors threatened by
tanks, with' particular attention to those openings
still necessary for traffic.

b) Acceleration of fortress-like construction, where
possible rock-tunnelling, along the main lines
of attack, with special provision of loopholes
and other protection aciainst bomb attack for
numerous artillery emplacements and anti-aircraft
guns. Based on experience in the Senger Riegel,
an elaborate system of positions is called for,
even on those mountain fronts which are considered
almost inaccessible.

c) Extensive mining operations in adequate depth
(even though in the simplest form) in front of the
entire position, involvin r evacuation of the
civilian population in the outpost area and the
main battle area.

d) Preparations for creation of an obstacle zone
about 10 km in depth in front of the main line of
resistance, by lasting demolition of all traffic
routes, installations and shelters; these opera
tions to be carried out at once if possible.

2.) The Commander of Army Abteilung v. Z&ngen remains
responsible under Q.B.SW for the execution of all
the construction work, and for the fulfilment of the
Fuehrer's demands. In order that he may have a
framework to build on as regards personnel and
materiel, for immediate acceleration of the con
structfon work, the Fuehrer has ordered:

a) That the General of Engineers and Fortifications
strengthen the fortress engineer organization
of the Apennine position in such a way as to
ensure the requisite efficient organization. A
specially capable Fortress Engineer Commander,
experienced in this type of construction, to'be
entrusted with the technical side of the entire
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fortress engi~eer work. A fortress engineer
staff from the Southeastern zone will be placed
at his disposal for carrying out the additional
construction. Yet another staff is to be brought
from the Eastern zone.

For strengthening the rock-drilling forces, a
company will be brought from the zone of the
C.-in-C.· Norway. A proposal is to be submitted
immediately regarding the recruitment of more
rock-drilling and construction troops.

The necessary construction equipment - particularly
rock-drilling equipment, air compressors, etc -
is to be obtained in as large a quantity as
possible and immediately routed to the forces al
ready working in the position. As regards steel
foundations etc, to begin with, 100 O.T, steel
foundations (60 are already on the way to Italy,
40 were intended for the Pyrenees) and 26 O.T.
steel foundations with panzer turrets are to be
brought, with an additional four on completion
(by 1 Jul). The General of Engineers and Fortifi
cations will examine and report on further possible
assignments (exclusive of the 40 which are in
readiness for the East).

b} The Commander of G.E.Q. Armaments and Fortifica
tions will form as many construction battalions
as possible, as a·cadre for the supervision of
Italian labour forces, and will report as soon as
possible on the number, organization and degree
of readiness for transport. It is enou3h that
they be armed with side-arms and they may be
drawn from the older age-groups.

c} O.B.SW will withdraw to the Apennine position
those Italian construction forces in the C-Position
which as a result of enemy action are no longer
fit for commitment. There they will be assembled,
and a German cadre provided, in accordance with ~b.

O.E.SW will provide the Oreanization Todt with the
vehicles required for the construction work.

d} In collaboration with the competent authorities,
and while proceedine with previous plans, the
General Plenipotentiary of the German Armed Forces
in Italy will form civilian labour battalions in
the Apennine position zone, particularly from the
male population which is to be evacuated, or
which is domiciled there. It is intended that
they be incorporated in the construction battalions,
in accordance with, 2b; that they occupy separate
cillets; and tr-at they be allotted German rations.
The General Plenipotentiary of the German Armed
Forces in Italy will report on the probable
number in all, and on the date on which they are
expected to be ready.

The population in the construction zone (altogether
about 20 km in depth), and in the areas immediately
to be affected by the extensive minin~ operations
and the intended barriers and demolitions, is to
be evacuated.
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Preparations are to be initiated immediately, and
intended action reported.

The Co~ander of G.H.Q. Armament and Recruitment
will immediately route ~,OOO German soldiers to
the General Plenipotentiary in Italy (the order
has already been issued) for evacuation measures and
recruitment of the male labour forces.

e) O.T. Central is requested to strengthen the German
O.T. cadre in the Apennine position, to an extent
in keepin3 with the increased labour commitment,
and without weakenin' the coastal flanks on the
Ligurian Sea, and on the Adriatic north of the
Apennine position, and to take all other measures
necessary to attain the required construction
performance.

f) G.S. Army/Q.M.G. will see to it that O~B.SW be
given an increased allotment of miQes for the
extensive minin~ operations. The fact that this
will mean a shortage in th~ Southeast and in the
North must be accepted. Possibilities of in
creased production of emergency mines in Italy
are to be examined.

3.) On the tenth of each month (beginning 10 Jul) the
General of Engineers and Fortifications will submit a
report on the construction situation and a construc
tion progress report (to include mining operations)
to o~r/Armed Forces Operations Staff.

(signed) Keitel OKW/WFSt/Op. (H)

No. 005612/44 Top Secret
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( ar Diary 51 N.tn Corps. 17 - 19 Jul 44)

17 Jul 44

[Corps H'. J

Permanent
quarters
Pennabilli

After ho rs of artillery preparation, as ex
pected, the enemy attacked Mte Cetrone on both
sides of the Tiber on a wide front with a
stron~ spearhead. After severe fi ·htine, the
enemy succeeded in capturin the hei;ht. A
further assault on Hill 611 led to a penetra
tion 3 km southwest of 92/32. In the remainder
of the Corps zone. the night passed without
serious fi~hting.

~urinJ the morning, our oounter-attacks
succeeded i~ sealin off and reducins the pene
tration area north of Mte Cetrone. East of
the Tiber, the heavy defensive action continued
throushout the mornin. Intense artillery
fire on our positions and artillery firing
positions'.

In the sector of 278 Inf Div, after the most
intense artillery and mortar fire, and with
extremely heavy commitment of fijhter-bombers
and bombers over the main battle area and over
the supply routes between 42/49 and north of
42/65, with the point of main effort at Case
:uove and alon~ the hi~hway 42/65 and 10/37,
the enemy advanced to the attack with strone
forces, includi~~ a out 120 tanks.

After successful defensive action auainst the
first waves of the attack, the enemy succeeded,
after smashin; our forces, in pushin~ in our
front at Case uove and Point 360 4 km north
west of 42/65. Fi~htin; in the sector of
278 Inf Div assumed more and more the character
of 8 major attack. ~ith the scanty reserves
released from the adjoi~tn3 sector, it was
possitle by eveninr to form an emer~ency

sealinJ-off front on th 3eneral line 42/18 -
2 km south of 10/37 - 10/38 - 3 km west of
10/44 - G km south of 10/44. he titter
fiGhtin~ conti~ued. ~even Enemy tanks were
destroyed. In t~ secto of 44 Inf Div, in
the area 2 km nort_ west of :te Santa lart&,
an enemy assembly position (three battalions)
was smashed by concentr&ted fire. Qustained
heavy enemy artillery fir in the left divisional
sector.

un the rijht win J of 11 J3 0iv 0 counter-attack
resulted i~ a further narrowin' down of the
enemy' penetration area.

:as t of tl;e 7i er, the enemy was able to ex tend
his penetratio area from Fill 611 asainst
1 ~n 721 J~ ~e0t, ~hich was much exhausted by
fi;ht1n 3 , and a~t~r rnovl~; up new forces supported
by intense artillery fire, he was able to
push our troops Lack still further; and these
witndr~4, still fi~hting, behind the stream
sector 2 krr. so tr.east of 92/32. 1he ene~y
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suffered IJeavy casualties from concentrated
art llery fire, with one tank destroyed. Our
own losses were considerable.

In th sector of 5 . tn Div, continuous enemy
movements, ~ith one armoured scout car des
troyed by artillery.

71 Inf iv successfully supported the defensive
action of 279 Inf Div by attackinG th enemy
tanks and assemtly positions in the area south
of 42/49.

2 n 3 Brandentur; Re~t arrived, and placed
under conmand of 44 Inf Jiv. 733 Lt Arty En
placed under command of 44 Inf Div.

Intention: To hold the present line. The left
sec tor of 114 J.~ 9i v taken over b 5 r.1tn Di v.

~ithdra~al of left Corps sector to the General
line 42/48 - soutr. of 10/37 - south of 10/39 
10/47.

71 Inf Div tak s over the rifht attalion
sector of 278 Inf iV.

The followin' battalions are reported as ex
haus ted by f i.~ht ing: 1/721, 1/992, 11/992,
1/994, 11/994 and 1/993.

Out: ~eport to Tenth Army on gun assignment
for 44 Inf .Ji v. .

Very lively activity by enemy eround attack
aircraft and combers.

Out: uree r to 114 J.; and 5 :tn ~ivs for wi th
dra\'Jal to the new line. Poundary lines.

After the release
ivision, the name

[for Ancona] is

uut: urder to G78 Inf Div:
or-Lt-Cmdr Klusemann by tIe
of ten w combat commander
to e sU"ulritted.

Kemo: Telephone conversations etween C.-in-C.
'l'enth Army and Ceneral Cornrnandin~ 278 Inf Div.
Rather serious penetration; Necessity for
wi thdrawin· win·~ to "hi Ide ~arld I line south of
Ancona reco"nized Ly Commander-in-Chief. cut
'ncona must definitely be held.

In: Report from 278 1nf ~iv: Prom 0615 hrs
the most intense artillery fire, fichter-
to .'ter and born er cOlmni tment with the point of
main effort in the vase 'uove and Hill 360
areas.

1900 hrs

1247 hrs

1010 hrs

0655 hrs

0034 hrs

1915 hrs out: Order to 71 and 278 Inf Jivs for with
drawal to ne line, and holding the height
north~est of Candia d Ancona.



1916 hrs

2000 hrs

18 Jul 44

Permanent
quarters
Pennatilli
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Out: Order to 71 Inf Jiv: 3 En (Qussian)
578 ReC t 305 Inf Lii v to 'te mov d up for cor.
mitment in construction work in Green ~ine.

In: Order by Tenth trmy for further rna ntenance
or reor~anizatlon of divisional tattle schools.
Staffed by pick d instructors.

In: Request from 2 :::n 3 Lranden'ur~ ~ef,t for
reco~nit10n of a day of ~uerrilla warfare on
4 Jun on ·.t~ Fello at Luco ne'l,al's1 ([ritish
para.troops).

In: The Chief of the Ge~eral Staff 1enth Army
asserts that the General Sta~f work 1s not
accurate. There are discrepancies 1n the
s tren'J th re turn s.

In the sector of 278 Inf ~1v, th~ heavy attacks
continued throuf.hout the ni~ht. The enemy
followed up steadily with fresh armoured forces
and 9a ptured Polver1 b1. :te rO 0, which had
tenporarily teen lost, was recovered in a
counter-attack. Ofabna as held to tr.e last.
Cont nuinJ his thrust in tht direction of
vhiaravalle, th enemy pushed t.rou~h to
A~u~liano, where fi~htin~ is still i~ pro~ress.
rt aoproximately 22uO fir t v'itr.dra\\al move
ments te,an as ordered. Combat outposts and
coverin; part1es still in contact with th
enemy o~ the entire front. The enemy suffered
severe and bloody losses. Our own casualties
were considerable.

71 Tnf 01v ha~ tak n over the ri ;ht sector of
273 Inf ~1v. After dark, in the ri~ht Cor9s
sector, the enemy attacked on a wide front
from !,:te C'6trone to Hill 370, G krr: soutr\'.est of
92/32. Isolated penetrations were quickly
cleaned uo by local counter-attacks, an the
attack was brou~ht to a halt for the most part
by midnL-;ht.

!rom 0420 hrs enen:' artillery fire increased
in intensity in t~ richt d i onal sector.
~rtillery from 71 Inf Jiv is still firin; in
suoporL of its nei;htour' motor veh cle
traiofic, and snellin u enem:; concentrations in
the area south of 42/49. ~ince 0600 hrs tIe
combat outoosts of the .uivision 4 kIn soutr.west
of 2/47 h~ve teen attacke , and shelled ty
artillery. uur ovm reconnaissance brou,-ht in
a captured Italian.

In to, sector' 0f ~7H, Inf :,tv, aft r :'1ovi:1~ up
new tanks (ab01t ~OO tanks i:1 all w~r~ counted),
the enemy was able to sh for'! aro~ fr0x 10/.57
to the tJortr.. Hold Xorth ;j~t. :cc0r r• '1."": to t:.e
latest reoort from th ivls on, t~ enemy
is a .vancin; ~ith tan~s and infantr- from
Castel d'1-:n lio towards tIl .:orth a d from
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10/07 tew.ards the: .Torthea::.t in th direction
of J.orrette D. Ji:ar'c, with tl:c spear'h6ad in the
'rasso il 'I'al~lio rt:gion. Acco:'dinG to the
report of a liaison officer, the enemy tank
spearhear: is said to nay reached the localities
Ga~erBta, Picena, rrancetta and Castelferretti.
The 1I~!.ilcflecJ<en" battalion, which Vias moved
un in lorries, ha~ teen thrown forward to
hill 274, 0 km northeaet of 10/07 to take over.

Our withdrawal !::ovements, handicapped by
stI'on~ en6PlY aircraft commitment, are under
way. "orma tion of an emer~ency sealin[~-off

front on the: line 10/33 - 10/36 b~' 278 Fd
~ pl /::.n. 'l'he transfer of two battali0ns from
the ri;ht sector of 71 lnf ~iv is in pro~ress.

It is no~ yet known whether our forces in the
ar'ea sout!: of 10/41 v/ill te atle to fi~t"t
tt eir way troll,;! . h movin; un of the
"\.ildflecken" be ttali on was hindered by [,un
fire and min€-layin~ carried out by sabotage
troops landed .1n the l'ano area. \\,hen tbe
operation was finisl:ed the enemy re-emtarked.

In the remai~in£ Corps sector the mornin~

passed quietly. 0 En (~ussian) 578 Rebt
71 Inr Div has teen dispatched to the area
ordered. 0 furtr:€r reports from 278 Inf Jiv
had come in ty 2100 hI's. ~ liaison officer
has been dispatched to tre Divisi0n. In the
sector of 114 JG Jiv, at about 16bo hI's, the
enemy attacked in company stren~th from ionte
Cedrone in a north~esterly direction. At the
same time, enemy a~sault detachments and
companies, pushin~ forval'c from J-ill 566, were
trll'oV"n cac k v. i tIl bloody losses. Re inforce
ments otserved in the _~,.onte Gedronc sector
were effectively shelled by our artillery.
In t e sect0r of 5 Ntn Divan enam armour6d
se: out car 'was des troyed 4 km s ollthwes t of
b7/33. An attack by aopro~ima~ely two com
panies on t~e left s~ctor o' 71 Inf ~iv was
repellEo b~: our ar tiller:;.

lot ntions: To wi'tr.draw ttte left Corps sector
to tlH:. f,e:1e:r'al line: 42/11 - 2/28 - 10/31 
10/36.

10 relieve th~ two ri~ht Lattalions of 71
Inf ~iv, and move them into the sector of
278 lnr ~iv, leavin~ small coverin' parties
in th~ former sector. To move one company
from 5 ktn Jiv into tI)e sector of 278 Inf .)iv~

To dIspatch an armoured scout pl~toon from
44 Inf Jiv to cuard the coast&l hl,hways.

To hold thE present line in thE remaininr.
Corps sec"tor.

Livtly e:1emy aerial rEconnaissance and €;round
attack aircraft activity.



1127 h~s

12b4 hI's

16b2 hI's

1715 hI's

1800 hI'S

1845 hI's

190;; hI's

1915 hI's

2400 hI's

- 5 -

ut: rder' to 71 Inf Ji v and 27' Inf Di v:
r he enemy has broken throu;~h the sealing-off
front in th sec tor of 27~ Inf.Jiv. 1:y ear'ly
on 19 Jul the Corpe withdra~s, while holding
the position on the left wine of 5 ~tn Div.
'10 form a coverin~ force behind tlle new sector
of 278 Inf Div, 11/211 and 1/194 are to be
relieved by 71 Inf Div and moved up to 278
Inf ~iv. To release these, 71 Inr Uiv is
~ispatchin; lattalions 11/191 and 11/194 from
the Green Line.

ut: llrder' to 278 Ini"' .Jiv: ~urin.~ the night
18/19 Jul the follov in~ are moved up from
Corps \!'.itthoeft: 914 'slt nun cde, b25 G.B.'.
Antl-tk En, one 17 em battery from 557 C.H.~.

Arty ~n. Tbe ~ri~ade will be committed only
as a wr ole. :i.mploY::lent of the Lrisado for
anti-tank de P nco is fortidden.

Out: ::\eport to _enth Army. Request for arms
for Lattalion 11/191 and 11/194 from 71
Inf uiv.

Ilerno: Telephon conversation between C.-in- C.
~enth Army and Gener'al Cor.unandinf~:

The situation does not look uood. General
Hoppe hopes to le able to withdraw the ~reater

part of the troop~ from the area threatened
witl': encircleMent, and tC' COP.lJTlit them in the
n w oositions. The Commander-in-Chief
promises to send stron~ forces. The General
Command in: reques ts tha t he be i ven a free
hG.nd i:1 Good time, a~ thinfjs may soon come
to a 1€ad on thE., other win,~ too.

:emo: '~el con: Corps p Officer, J.ajor
lurchardt, C.S.C., to ups ufficer, ~enth

~rmJ' Colonel l rlin, C.~.C.:

The CO~D~ re~uest permission to withdraw to
t~e line 92/14 - 98/29 in the event of a
major attack on th~ ri ~r.t vlin,;.

In: C.-in- C. Tenth rrmy exprEsses his
reCO"";n ti0~ to 14 Inr Div and 114 J , Jiv.

Out: Urder to 5 ~tn ~iv and 278 Inr ~iv:

b r.tn ~iv tC' rr;ove uo a stron; company with
imorovized mechanization to tte s~ctor of
27a Inr ",iv Gurin~ the ni~ ,t; 18/19 Jul,

:.,emo: '] c 1 con: :. aj -Gen V'en tze 11 and :..a j or
rUl'chardt, G.::. C. :

1:1 case of' ('verv:helmin.~ enemy at tacks, the..
Corps has permission to form up in tte rear
areas.

Cut: 44 Inr ~iv dispatches armoured scout
platoon to 278 Inf .)i v ourin..; tl:e ni~;ht

19/20 Jul, to ::7uarci thE- coastal hi[;hways
a:;ainst enemy commandos.
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The followin; report receive from 27e Inf Viv:
After, n 5ucce~sful treakthrou'h with stronr
tank force at i\ ;u:;liano, on 1· Jul b. new
tanK battle developed in th ar(.a Cal:J€l'&ta 
?icena - Castel d':mill0 - Paterno i Ancona.
"'hou;,h tbt: trnops were already much exrlaus ted
bJ fi ~htin~, it ~a possl~le to form a rlefence
front to~ards the ~outh and Southea~t on tre
;~ e '1e r &1 IineGranc e t t a - Pas soil '}'arIo, and
so to make possitle a withdrawnl of ttl
force s 0U t r, of I.nc 0no. It is owin; to tl.e
stuLtorn sta~d of th tr00ps holdin; tris
line tnat t~e mass of the troops soutt of
Anconb were alle to withdra~ to the. Esino
sector.

he enemy's DIan to cut off the forces at
hncona with his superior ta~k stren;th did
not succ ed. ~ 15 batteries, only two or
ttree, whict were co~~itted i~ close cnmbat
in anti-tank fif~htin,;, had to e blovm up.
The mass of tt~ assault JunE and anti-tank
~uns were atle tn wit drav in time. The.
nur',ber o:..~ tanks ~)Ut out of &ction has in
creased to 16.

U~ 18 Jul 1900 hrs, 278 Inf 0iv held the
followin~ line: ~ei~ht at Maria Nuova - the
heL;hts from 1",azzan:;ru,~no - Lulino ci'hE~u:;l1a:lo 
tii :~sino ector as fal' as the moutb of the
river.

U:l the whole the nia;ht passed quietly.

After brin';in0 up additional tanks, the enemy
continued his concentrated tank thrusts
durin; the niGht and tbc mornin~ in tne sector
of 273 Inf ~iv, ~ith the point of main effort
at 10/~4. South of 10/34 he succeeded in
cros s in.~ tl E ::"s ino ,':i th a tout 30 tanks, &nd
pushin: forward in a westerly direction to
north of t: € fL ~r.way 10/31 - 10/34. r.-r e I'e
are mor- tank concentrations of uo to 30 tanks
sout east o~ 10/34. ~itb further" ~r6ups of from
atout 30 - 40 tanks t .t. enemy 'Jushed forward
af. far as the re:.ion 10/36. ~ liere three ar
moured sceut cars with infantry on board, and
supportec ty fire fro~ atout j tan~s, suc
ceeded in crossin~ thb fnrn sout of 10/3~,
and reachin~ the nortlern lank of tre river.
The firhtin~, ~hich nwin~ tn lack of the re
quisite anti-tank weapons, is bitter and

.accor.-.pan ed t;j heavy losses, still conti \les.

278, In!' !)i v VIi thdl'ew fi ~nt 1n ~ to th. ceneral
11::1e: "ol'th of 10/.s1--tle eastel':l border
of ~t a~ Vito - t~~ easte~n tor er of Lte
:,[ar tano - 2 kr,l sout: ea::;t of 10/35.

In the remal:l~:lj part of tbe orps zone, tre
morntn; oa sell v.l tr,out any serious fi :htin~;.

A:1 attacl{ in company stren.~t'l a~a_:1 1, the left
win': of 71 Inf :.Ji v, 2 1c sout .a t nf 10/32
was repulsed.
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In the afternoon G7R Inf Jiv was able to
repel further enemy thrusts on the general
line: 10/01 - ;,) krn west of 10/33 - ~ km
northwest of 10/36. The enemy is still
brinGin~ forward tanks in the area 10/34 
10/36 and alon J the coastal hi~hway. Since
Jul, Gb ta-nks have been.put out of action
by the Division.

In the fi~htin; of the last few days the
ivision has lost approximately 2000 men.

In the remainin~ part of the Corps zone the
day passed qUietly .

........
2 En ~ll Gren ~e t, 1 En 194 Gren Rest and
3 En 85 Mtn Jj Regt placed under command of
278 Inf Div.

~urin.j the. mornin; there was lively enemy
aerial activity; durinJ the afternoon there
was little, owin~ to tad weather.

~emo: Tel con: C.-in- C. Tenth Army and
General Commanding:

.,

278 Inf Div hard hit, and has re-assembled
in coverin; position on the Eslno. New
breakthrough o~ tank spearhead at Chiarava1le.
Proposal' y General Eoppe for a new line.
The main thin.~ is, that 278 Inf Div should be
able to hold on until reinforcements arrive.
Int ntion: To commit 1 Para 0iv as relief.
The situation on the rijht ives no anxiety.

Out: Order to 5 -~n Div, 71 Inf Div and
278 Inf Div: The enemy has captured Chiaravalle
on ~he left win~ of the Corps.

In spite of intense tank conce~tration, he
has not succeeded in breakin; through.

By 20 Jul 0600 hrs, 71 Inf iv, with 11/211
a'ain under command, takes over the rieht
sector of 278 Inf iV.

Out: Order to 114 J~ Divi 44 Inf Div and
5 Mtn Div: On recojniticn of a major enemy
attack, the divisions are authorized to with
draw to the ~eneral line: 92/16 - 92/21 
north of 92/31 - 92/40 - 92/41 - 92/42.

In: Approval from Tenth Army for withdrawal
of. left winJ to a new line of resistance
durin~ the ni~ht 19/20 Jul.

Out: Order to all divisions re condition
reports, monthly tra inin:~ report and replace
ment report.

Out: Order to all divisions tor reconnoitring
an-advanced position from 4 - 6 km in front of
the Green Line. In the sector of 114 Jg Div the
position is to be especially developed. It 1s
intended to hold it for some time.
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in the Adriatic Coastal Sector
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22 Jul 44

~2 CO~ies
opy o. 12

It is thought by Corps Headquarters that the enemy, atter
capturin~ Ancona, is movine into a posit1on ot readlne.
with strong forces on the eastern w1ng ot h1s tront, w1th
the object of breakino throuJh our 11nes with _.8ed torcea,
especi~lly tank formations, and rolling up the German
forces in Italy from the flank into the plains ot Northern
Italy, and so cutting them off from their commun1cations
in the rear areas.

The followine information which has recently eome to hand
concerning the enemy favours this theory:

1.) Numerous prisoner of war statements referrin~ to a
major action in the Ancona - Rimini area, possibly
connected with a landing.

2.) Statements of Polish prisoners to the effect that
after the capture of Ancona they were to be relieved
by fresh fritish troops.

3.) Statements of aJents, whereby badees of 1 Erit·Div
and 5 Erit Corps have been identified in the Pescara 
Termoli area, and badees of 1 Cdn Corps, 1 Cdn Div
and 12 S. Afr Div in the OBimo area.

4.) statements of a~ents from'Perugia dated 14 Jul 44,
accordine to which troops belonging to the Fifth
Army were to be transferred from the West to ~he East
coast, and coloured division~ moved up.

5.) Statement of a captured German soldier who sUbsequently
escaped, to the effect that he had seen English
speakinq soldiers in the zone of 3 Pol Div wearing blue
berets with red borders, apparently not armoured
troops.

6.) Report from reliable source on the presence of British
and Canadian networks in the Adriatic sector.

7. ) J••ovements which have. been observed for some time past
forward of 5 Mtn Div, having a ~in West - East
direction (confirmed on 19 Jul by the statement of .a
female line-crosser from Fabriano).
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8.) The appearance of numerous vessels in the harbour of
Ancona even on the second day after the capture of
the town. IncreasinG shippin) activity during the
succeeding days.

9.) The movin J into position of heaviest artillery in the
battle area N.V:. Ancona was observed by an aGent.

Assu~in' that Ei hth Army retains command in the Adriatic
coastal sector, and that the adversary adheres to his
principle of keenin the American and the nritish forces
separate, the followin:~ identified formations come under
consideration for an operation of this nature:

1 Cdn, Corps with 1 Cdn 9iv. 5 Cdn Armd Div and
possibly elements of 4 Cdn Armd Div (?)

5 brit Corps: 6 and 8 Ind Diva, 1 and 5 rit Vivs,
2 rde 1 fr itA irborne Div, 24 (luards I de,
1 Re t 23 Armd -de, 6 Aus Div (?),
12 S. /' fr Div.

In reports from abents there is also talk of trans
ferrin, American formations from the .est.

In order to identify the enemy's movement into assembly
position as early as possible, Corps I .• '. has taken the
followin~ measures:

1.) The divisions have been informed of the aforementioned
possibilities, and directed, by means of active
combat reconnaissance to brin~ in numerous prisoners
and line-crossers, who are to be searchingly cross
examined on all statements which mL,ht have any
bearin

d
on the subject.

2.) The security oroanizations which are tactically under
the command of Corps H.Q., 150 1<'ront-line Recce Det
and 257 ~ngr Experimental Jet, are centred in the
coastal sector. ~e have placed radio operators in
Chieti, Cati_nano, Ancona and Jesi. ut as they could
only be supplied wi th II ne t\'.ork" equipment, their work
depends on tr.e re-startin~ of the power plants des
troyed by us. Up to nov no reports have come in
from that source. The work of these security organiza
tions is rendered more difficult ty the shortage of
a;ents, which is caused by the military situation.
Corps H.• has placed means' at the disposal of the
divisions for organizin~ a front-line short-ranbe
reconnaissance service in their own zones, using
casual a.ents and havin 7 a limited objective. Useful
results have already been achieved by these means.
(.ecognition of the artillery concentration, badges
of 1 Cdn Corps, 1 ,Cdn Div and 12 S. Afr Div, in the
zone of 278 Inf Div)

3.) Durin~ the followin1 'days the Short Ranae Reconnaissance
(.ireless Interception) Platoon Heide-Inee attached
to Corps H.~. pushes forward a detachment into the
zone of 278 Inf Jiv, to ensure complete coveraee of
enemy radio traffic. The work of the short-range
wireless interception platoon is rendered more difficult
at present by the loss of valuable technical personnel
throu~h enemy action, transfer and detachment. In
consideration of the particularly large sector for

/3
--------~~---~---



- 3 -

~hich this unit is responsible, additional qua,lified
personnel is needed.

Corps H.Q. points out that the results achieved by ,the
aforementioned methods of information-gathering, in order
to produce a reliable and up-to-date enemy picture require
constant checking from the air, and aerial reconnaissance
should not be confined to the coastal area, as it is
probable that enemy preparations will extend farther inland.
Accordin3 to the report of an aJent, it is planned to

, make preparations for the landing in the area from Fabriano 
Macerata - Porto Civitanova.

The likelihood of a landing on the deep left flank of the
Corps in the ~imini - Lake of Cormacchio area is assessed
by Corps H.Q. as follows:

The enemy should kno~ from experience gained in previous
landin s that operations of this nature, though they
~enerally succeed if materiel is committed in sufficient
quantity, are accompanied by heavy losses.

Hence he will first try to achieve his goal - the break
through into the Plains of Lombardy - by land. For an
adversary numerically superior in armour and infantry, the
Adriatic coastal area, with its hilly and thickly wooded
terrain, offers favourable conditions for this operation.
If in spite of repeated attempts, the enemy should fail
to break ,our resistance at any point, a landing behind
the lines on the left flank of tee Corps may be expected.

Kl

(Initials of C. of S. 51 Mtn Corps)
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H.Q. 51 Mtn Corps
Intellicence 854/44 Secret

Appx 4 to 3724/44 ecret

7 Au 44

Aopreciation of ~nemy Situation
in the Adriatic Sector

Refs: UEmemy Situation" dated 22 Jul.
Chart showin Enemy Forces in the
Adriatic 'Sector, dated 28 Jul 44

A. ormations Committed in the ?ront Line

10 Ind Div: ni~ht boundary of 25 Ede in area 18$/40
(pri oner's statement of 29 Jul); adjoining,
12 Lancers as far as 162/36 - 28 - 20 (captured
documents of 2 Aug); on 6 ue 27 Lancers
identified at Caffirenze throuc,h captured
documents, oossibly replacements for components
of 20 ~de 10 Ind Div, which were rec ntly
transferred to the '·,est from th area •• :s. Citta
di Castello. Subordination not known; either
10 Ind Div or 10 Corps.

Adjolnin~ on the East: Composed Eousehold
Re~t lliousehold Cavalr~ .eciment (prisoners'
statements of 24 Jul), ri<;ht boundary presumatly
". 186/50, 194/44, d rectly under command of
the Corps. In the area occupied by 12 Royal
Lancers and Composed lousehold, Italian
volunteer formations are also committed (ar.ent's
statement). I he formations have mainly
security and reconnaissance tasks. In the rear
areas there may be components of 6 Ind Inf iv
as a tactical reserve.

Italian
Liberation
Ccrps: Adjoinin." on tl east up to S. ,. Castellone,

. embo ~ivisio~ (prisoners' statements of
2 AuC); Castellone to Corrinaldo, 1st Ra
~ruppamento with components of the Le nano
ivision (68 .e ,t, prisoners' statements of

2 ,u,;, and San I.arco Re .. t, captured documents
of 6 Au~) and prisoner's statement of 6 Aug}.
In rear areas, 03 fn cersaglieri and 3 Alpini
:ie ,t.

rcter of battle of the Italian formations not
yet clear, as the divisions are still ob
viously in process of formation, and individual
battalions whose equ pment is complete are
90mmitted for short periods at the front and
then a~ain withdrawn.
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~he mixed Fritish Polish 209th Division
reported by prisoners on 28 Jul appears open
to question. The Canadian formation (by
reliable source reported to be at the front)
has hitherto not been confirmed by prisoners
and a.-:;ents.

2 Pol Corps: (see attached chart)

Adjoininr, Italian Liberation Corps on the Fast,
5 Pol Inf Div (confirmed on 26 Jul by a
POlish deserter); on the coast 3 Pol Div
(confirmed by prisoners on 6 AUB)'

In the zone of the Polish Corps, 7 Hussars and
8 'rank Regt (components of 8 l:.rit Army Tk Ede)
are committed with 5 Pol Div; 2 Pol Armd cde
with 3 Pol Di v .

E. ~ n e m y Act i v i tie s

In the sector of 12 ~oyal Lancers and Composed Household (sic),
in eneral only enemy reconnaissance activity with re
connaissance thrusts in up to company strenGth. In the zone
of Italian Liberation Corps reconnaissance thrusts in up
to battalion ·stren;:;th. In the zone of 2 Pol Corps, the
enemy has recently made several attempts to follow up our
withdrawal movements with armoured elements.

Lively en~my reconnaissance activity.

~nemy artillery operations in the Adriatic zone are centred
in the sector of 2 Pol Corps, where there is artillery of
heavy, in isolated instances, of heaviest calibre. vurin G
the past two weeks enemy artillery fire has decreased in
intens i ty, and a transfer of th II centre of (~ravi tyll
within the Corps' to the coast in the sector of ;) Div has
become apparen t.

ur troops report lively enemy motor vehicle traffic
opposite the entire sector, 'ith the greatest activity in the
zone of 2 Pol Corps. Traffic to and from the front, and
in an easterly and a westerly dir~ction ar on the whole
a'Lout equal.

Since occupation by th enemy, much shippinJ activity in
the harbour o~ Ancona, includin~ vessels of some size.
Accor in, to the reports of line--crossers, t· is is mostly
due to r-arbour repairs, clearance of de ris and the un
loadin; of ~ateriel. In consequence of stron' fi~hter

aircraft defence, inspectio of the harbour by air re
connaissance no lonJer possible; our mn marine operation
with Italian personnel, with the o'Lject of sabota~e and
reconnaissance did not meet with success, as the vessels
struck mines.

{lthou~h it has recently Leen possible to ottain continuous
information from the enemy rear areas behind t.e entire
sector fro prisoners, line-crossers and a}ents, up to the
resent time the movin~ up of additional forces behind

.2 Pol Corps and on tl"e rirht win~; 0:' Italian Lite ra tion
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Corps, which was forecast in the enemy appreciation of
22 Jul on the tasis of information in our hands at that
time, has not been confirmed, f. ,ents &.nd line-crossers
report various stran~e tadses in these areas, but in
"eneral no oreat concentrations. And on the coastal road
from Pescara to Civitanova a line-crosser otserved ut
little traffic on 17 Jul.

h decrease in the number of Polish radio networks a out
ten days a~o, from which it ~as concluded that relief
operations were under way in the zone of th Polisr- Corps,
was followed durin~ the last fe days ty a recrudescence
of radio traffic to normal proportions.

The possibilities for infiltration of a3ents into the
Adriatic zone have improved considerably durin; the past
month. Durin~ July six of our auents returned from the
area near the front line with for the most part new in
formation. .p to now it has proved good practice to ·ive
the acents a very limited assiJnment, as rerards ranBe
and time. ?our more agents are still out in the Adriatic
area. At leasi some of them ca~ be counted on to return.

C. Ene m y A P pre cia t ion

'ajor attacks are not at pr'sent expected in the zone of
12 ~oyal Lancers, Co~posed Househo11 and the Italian Corps.
The enemy will limit his activities to r€connaissa~ce

thrust s of up to ba ttali on s t ren; th, to assaul t detachment
operat ions reconnoi tred and ,~uided b civilians wi t ihe
object of eliminatin; our stron~-points, an to infiltra
tion Lehind our lines. In the' zone o~ 2 Pol Corps, Corps
H.~. considers an attack Dossitle at any time ~ itt. t e
forces a t present on hand (t·o Polish divis ions an about
two armoured bri~ades). Siens pointin; to a directly im
minen t a i tack with new .llied forma t ions ha v not so far
appeared. qather tLere exists the impression that the
eneli,y concentration v'hich showed s1-;n of' e ,innin; i:1 the
Adriatic coastal zone on 22 Jul has made 1 ttle oro~res

in th mebntime. ~v n 'ith tit most effie ently ca~oufla~ed

preoarations for moveneni into assemlly posit on, a;ents,
line-crossers and prisoners, ho have rec ntly een arr vin,.
continuo sly from this area, ould rav~ otserve~ i. dications
of some so'rt. 'Iht; ~ur:erous nev, devices whic . have '..>een seen,
mostl on individual velicl 5, atove all in thE rear areas
of the Italian Corps zene, may - c partly at trH lt ed tot e
fact that thE adversary has lliechanized th newl' formed
Italian formations witl 1 ritish vehicles lelon in." to the
most div rse units, and ha a si~ned to t~em ritish
supply services.

Corp 1: •• consider it possitle that the ene,y, i!. his
rear areas, is still busied ~ t! road re.airs an con
centration or materiel, and tt.a· he has meanwhile assemble
th troops whicn ar to take pari in 6. majo1' attack f rtl er
to the rear, where they will te better conceale from our
reconnaissance, and that he will onl~ move trem u. to the
fron tat t , las t mon ent . '. i th rer;ard t (' .n m'- pI' para ions
for landin- in tt.~ Adriat c sector, no new infor~at on
has come in recently.

~: Or e1' of attle of tr. Polish Cor a d iJ V s.ons
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