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RE P 0 R T NO . 27 

HIS'IDRIC .L SECTION (G. S .) 

THE IT .LI i.N C "..MP".IGN : The Battle of Rinini 
o.nd the Subso~uont .. dvance to tho Ri var Ronco 
(11 .ug - 31 ct 44) 

Information from Gorman Military Doownants 
regarding Allied Operations in General and 
Canadian Operations in Particular 

l . Infornation fron Gornan ' litary docun ts concern
inr:; tho ea.rlior phases of tho Italian conpa.i n ho.s b sen sot forth 
in Historical Section (G. S .) Reports No . 14 S,icil{ )' No . 18 
(Southern Italy) No . 20 (Contra! Italy) and No . 2 (Fron the 
Fcill of Rone to o Evacuation of Florence) . The present report 
is a direct continuation of Report No . 24 . It dools with tho 
inforD.£1.tion froo Ge an sources for the period o the '..llied 
advance throur;h the ;pennine positions . but di~fcrs fron e 
preceding report in tho iJ.anller of presentation d coverage . 

torial of General int er est is overshado ed by spc cific in.for
nn.tion on the rolo of l Cd.n Corps in t~o dislodginr of the 
ene fron his 'ponnine strongholds . Developnents in the area 
of Fourteenth ..r , less spectacular and decisive than in the 
previous phase , arc doalt with cursorily and nainly in connec
tion with the su~portin& actions carried out by the 0lonents of 
1 Cdn J .. rnd Bde . The operations of 1 Odn Corps during the tine in 
question have been described in detail in Historical Section , 
Canadian Military Headquarters , Report No . 187 (The Breakin~ 
of the Gothic Line and the Ca ture of Rinini) and Mstorica 

ec on e:por o . , ron · e Marecc ua o the Ronco) . The 
role played by 1 Cdn L:rr:il Bde under co end of 13 Brit Corps 
in t:.ie drive of Fifth ·.x y tbrou.,h the central part of the 
Gothic Ll.ne has been described in Historical Section , Canadian 
'litary Headquarters , Repo t No . 175 . 

SOURCES OF INFORM: .. TION 

2 . Tho najority of the docunmts on which the present 
report is based were lent to Hist oc (G. S .) by the Gero.an 
Military Docunonts Section (G.M.n.s .), Washington , n.c. 1 .. number 
of these do cu en ts havo b sen photostated ; in all cases where a 
photostatic copy or a translation is beine perD!lnently retainod , 
the first r oferencc to t:ic docuront i s followed by the Hist Soc 
(G.S . ) ster Index utiber . 

3 . In precedin~· reports the i t'ornatio ron the lar 
Dia ries of Tenth 1.:rny was frequently sup orted and pli:fi d by 
!:l!lterial :fron Corps c.nd Group levels . Rocords of lower 
forIJations ll!ld units wore alnost totally lecki , e circunstance 
rccrctted nost keenly whenever the details of an action would have 
been of particul2r interost to tho Canndian nilitary historian . 
In t he case of the pr esent roport this situation was aggravated 
by the unavailability of the rGcords of 76 Pz Corps, the fornation 
which controlled the di viaiom opposing the Canadian e.dvanc e. 
Tho substance , therefore , of ~his repo t had to be drawn alnost 
entirely fron the fortunately well kept records of Tonth J.:rny . 
These in turn are availe.b l e only up to 31 Oct 44 . J.nost no 
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Germ'.lll material has been found for the last three months of Oan- -
udian operations in Italy, and in consequence this series of re
ports comes to an end with the preson 0'1.tion of the material 
covering the suspension of the Allied offensives in Ituly at the 
end of October 1944 

4a Despite the fact tha·c diligent search by competent 
agencies has hitherto f ai l ed to unear th the War Diaries of 1 Para 
Di':, it might be well to remcniber that German commanders were en
couraged to prepare, end deliver for 3afokeeping to the head
quarters of thei:".' effiliated reserve :L or me. tions, f.ull copies of 
their own official 11'.fnr n..:.. o..ri es . rt would be difficult' for in
stance, to believe that the ambitious ~nd competent Heidrich 
should have f a iled to deposit the records of his famous division 
in some relatively s afe p uce o If not destroyed, they may come 
to light at some f i:. t re d te and acld o our store of information 
on tb.e batt les with t cir per enui ··1 1 f oe and nemesis, the First 
Cnnadio.n Corps. 

DISPOSITIONS 0 F TENTH .tOOIY ON 11 Ji.UG 

5. During the l ast days of July and early in August, 
when Allied pressu e for ced Fourtconth .Army to fall back behind 
the Arno river and to evacuate the city of Florence, Tenth Army, 
to conform with the movements of the n~ighbouring Army, and al
ternately prodded by 2 Pol Corps and 10 Brit Corps, continued 
its gradual withdrawal in tho direction of tho Gothic defences. 
Fo llowing the exchange of tho two Corps Headquarters on 8 Aug 
(Hist Sec Report No, 24, para 77), on 11 Aug Tenth .Army from 
right to left was disposed as follows : 

Tenth ~my - ... (Houdquo.rters at P:' zzocal vo, 12 km east of 
Bologna) 

,c;1 Mtn Oor~ (Hpadquartors 2 .lrn south-west of Dovadola) 

715 Inf Dj.v!l 
334 Inf Div 

1.5 P z Grn Div!£~ 
305 In1' Div . 
114 Jg Di i!i:· ~ 

16 Pz Corpf2_ ( Hn.adqu~ ter~ at s~ Pietro, 1.5 km south-east 
of elet (Lear Monte Gridolfo)) 

5 Mt n Div o.djo . ur ~ 114 Jg Div 
71 Inf Div- i :u. coas t· 1 plain 

278 -nf Div on l nnd f' ront to coast 

and 1 
• ~"J-r-;'2;3[ Par a Di v··-· -

Corps ~[.i_tth_o~t.1rn*?iX]E 

162 (Turc) Tnf D1v (Cat ·,olica - Ravenna area) 
98 Inf Div~~ 

Venetiul Coas t Co!illiland (Gen of Inf Dostler) 
~~~~~~--------~--~~--~---

n: From inter-army boundary at S'.Donato a Torre (on river 
Jil'no, 6 km west of Pontassieve • 

~ In process of being withdrawn into Ji:rmy Reserve; disen
gageI:Bnt of last substantial elements completed by 24 Aug 
(para 3.5 below). 

IDei To Oorps boundary- between Passuno nnd ca.1tone, approxim
ately 11 lan south.-"mst of Me:.. .. ca t ello (on river Metauro) • 

(Footnotcg con t:i. nued on page 3) 
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The dispositions of t he two Corps on the land front have been 
ta.~:--n fron t ho followinc Ci.o cuncmts : 

Tenth J.r y , sit nap 10/11 .i .. u c; 44 (Photostat 981J..l0 .(D202 )) 
(G. M. D. S . - 6143 7/17 f Tenth ; .. r ny, W.D. 8 , 
sit naps 1- 13 ;_ug 44 J 

.51 [tn Corps , sit Llc.p 12 J .. uc L~4 (Photostat 981J..10 . (D203 )) 
(~) 

76 Pz Corps , sit no.p 1 2 J .. ur; ,-4. (Phot ost a t 98L"..10 .(D204) ) 
(~) 

The i... l unco of tho inf or nation pr esent cd in this par a.gr'.1ph and 
the footnotes thereto , is ba.sod on t lo on tries between 1 o.nd 1.5 
hUC in t ~ o nain voluno of the n5c;rcga.tion of source naterial , 
whi ch in its on tirety cons ti tut cs Tenth J.:rny' s War Dia.ry No . 8 
(G. [. D. S . - 61,.37/1 , Tenth J.:ru y , ~r .D . B , J .. UBUSt nd Septanbor 
19~- 4 ) 

(Noto : · .. full order of battle of Tenth l ... rny for 1.5 .. ; .. ug appears 
as J .. ppondix 11 ..:'.. 11 t o t b:i. s r epor t (see para 13 below) ) • 

TENTH ~.R IT' S INTERPRET.u.TION OF THE SITO.:_TION 
PRIOR TO TFlE ~· ... I.LIED CROSSING OF THE METI .. URO RIVER 

(11 - 25 .... UG) 

6. .l .. ccord2.nG to the docunon tary evidence , C:.urine the 
s e cond week of UGUSt Tenth Ar ny had roached tho conclusion that 
t he J.dria.tic sector , fa.r fron teeninc with enony forLIBtions , was 
actually very liGht l y held (Hist Sec (G . S .) Report No . 24 , para 79 ). 
Further nore , t ho r cords written a. t t he tine of t he e vents show 
quite clearly t hat any chances in t he dispositions of Tenth J.xn:y 
between 11 and 2.5 1 .. ug wer e e ither a direct consoquGnce of the 
i.llied inv a sion of &:mt crn Franco or '.Ore in respons e to ' l ocal 
tactical requirell}nts . The gradual cho.nses l eadi to t he dis 
positions as the y were at t he t i ne of tho Mc t a.uro crossing s , wil l 
be nentioned in t h o followine; po.rabl'nphs ; t1 ey are of lesser in
portance , however , than o thor facts r ela.t od below in connection 
with t he apprecia tion of the situation as it develop d fron day 
to day in t o n i nds of the Corps , J..r::iy ond ;.,rny Group co.IJLls.nders 
a.nd their Chiefs of s ·taff . 

11 1 .. u g 

7 . The situo.tion , as seen by tho eneny on t h o norning 
of 11 ~· .. ug , is shown below by a. seri es of excerpts f ron the day's 
telephone conversations : 

0910 hrs v . Vietinc;hoff (Heinri ch , Col--Oen , Co~d Tenth 
J.:rny ) - Kessel rinc {L.lbert , Fi eld Marshal, Concl 
f J:TJy Group nc II ) 

~lDiiE (Footnotes continued fron pa5e 2 ) Conpl ote in Corps re
serve i n c oa sta l area between Fano nnd C ttolica . 

liiODDi Corps Witthoeft under cor::n:J.a.nd of Tenth ii:rny since 17 Jul 
£~4 . 

~ft Relieved 94 Inf Div i n Ravenna - Cesena nrea . Took over 
co.Dlland in ar ea a t 1800 hrs 2 LuG, was conplete in area by 
15 'i..UG• 

(G . M. D. s . - 61.-37/1 , Tenth 1..rny, 1.--.n.8, 1- 15 .. u t..i 44 ) 
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••• .nd then I have an idea which I should like 
to nention casually. I · tho area of Hoppeil: 
and Ruapkeft~J if ono -~ere to throw in sone 
ud · tr-:nl forc es , one night perhaps ca.rry out 
e sno.11 counter- attack and possibly wipe out 
tho PolesiDfili 

K: '!bat would bo very dosir~bl , but for the 
anent ny eyes a.re turn d ste dily towards the 

righ~ , so that I do not tbink thut any forces 
could be spo.red . 

v . V: I quite under sto.na . Vie would need Heidrich , 
Rodt and Baade~~. If it were possible to mo.ke 
these availcblo , it would be possible to achi eve 
sonething worthwhile vd thin four to five days . 

K: I believe so too , unless possibly after all the 
Cano.di ans should be a ..... ss d in th ~ir rear area . 
Have you found out just 'ihere they are? 

v . V: It is not clear yet First radio interception 
said they were beh · ~ the left wing . But now 
deserters say there is o one there . So it nay 
have been u radio eception. 

~ HOPPE , Harry ~ Lt-Gen, Comd 278 Inf Div . 

ii§ R l.APKE , M. , Lt-Gen , Com 71 Inf Div . 

DJi Under the cir cumstanc es this was of course n somewhat 
pathetic idea; i m.practicublo in view of the total r e 
maini ng Gernan strategic potential; ill- tined in vi ew 
of tho a-plosive situation in the Tyrrhonian area . Such 
entorpr isos of opportunity w~re still possib l e at the 
t ine when Ludandorff had attonptea. to create a workable 
pattern for total war by subordinating all agencies of 
the sto.te to the nilitaryo nut now , in his attenpt to 
croato such n pattern in di_for nt wny , Hitl r had mo.do 
the ornod farces the tool of the politic high corn:iand t 
G.D.d a:rny co!l.tlEil ors hc.d boco· o c gs in a achin • ..s 
far a.s Kesselring is cone Jr ... d , · s p rf rnanco in Italy 
shows that h .as e. 111aro of the i:J.possibility of separating 
strategy fro~ politic considerati ns ; cspi~e his 
frequent nisroadings o · livd intentions ho ~erved his 
oaster well - it wns tho nn stcr rath r who f o.iled hin. 

lBDDi HEIDRICH, Richard , Lt-Oon, Cor:ld 1 Pnra Div . 

~' Eborh d , Lt - Gen , Cond 15 Pz Gron Div . 

B 1.1..DE , Ernst Guenth0r , Lt-Gen , Cond 90 Pz Gren Div . 
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K: Who is on Raapkets left · g ne~ Corinaldo? 
Is there anytbi ng new fron there? 

v . V: Up to now there have only boon reports about 
Poles ' fron there , At the ~oment this is really 
all . , •• 

(G. M.n .s . - 61437/4; Tenth JJny , w.n .8, 1ppx 9~12 i.Ug , i.LPPX 244, 
tol cons 11 ug 4 ) . (Photostat 981JJ.O . (D205)M 

12 ug 

8 . With his attention centrud on the Tyrrhenian flank , 
on 12 ./iug arshal Kesselring wa.s furth r put at ease regarding 
the situation in "the ~driatic sector by tho co ender of Tenth 
~my . General v . Victinghoff roportod the absence of any sub
stantial British or Cnno.di9.n forces i n tho rear area of 2 Pol 
Oorps ; what he did not know of course was that a great trek of 
Eighth ArLiyVs assault divisions to this area was already und r way. 
~ picture of conparati vo quiet end serenity was conveyed by the 
following reno.rks : 

0905 hrs 

v.v: 

K: 

v.v: 

Ks 

v.v : 

K: 

v . Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

It has b eon quiet vii th us . There is nothing 
special going on , and d o to the vari us state
nants of c.osortors , wo n :>w have a definite f eeling 
that there is no one behind the Polos . 

That there is nothing be ind then? 

Yos , nothing. Thore are only Polos and Itali~ns 
there. The Poles have b cone socewhat ~ore intor
mxcd wi. th tho Italians; there is c. Bri ti.sh 

moured brige.d there, but there nre no signs 
of the presence of British forces in y strength . 
It hus be n ostnblished by e.gents that in on r e 
sector even the bridg s h e not been repaired , so 
that in ny opinion , there is no question of a l ar ge 
scale frontal ~ttnck . 

Wb.~t about a s aborno hook? 

I consider it possible on psychological growids . 
Agents • reports keGp coning in of sooe iopending 
action in tho Balke...ns . But it has always been 
'r:JY experience that when l ogentsV reports 
point to so thing happening nt c. c rtain point , 
then nothin h ppens there . .nd for this reason 
I consider it possible thc.t the fore s fron 
Tur to en Bcri ere n ant far action egtlnst us . 

Th t nay well be • •• 

(G •• n.s . - 61437/4; Tonth J.:rey, 1.n.8, J .. pp:x: 9-12 ug, ,•Lppx 262 1 
tel cons 12 Aug 44) . {Photosta t 981Al0. (D20.5)) 

9. la nontionod in several of the duyts telephone 
conversations (~ ), two A1.lied convoys had b oon observed in 

* Iton 9BlA10. (D205) i s ~ conpleto sot of photostatic repro-
ductions of Tenth .Armyts telephone conversations fro~ 11- 31 
ug 44 . 
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t ho vicini t y of Cor sica . Decisive events could not be f ar off , 
and Marshal Kesselri ng was naking his f i nal arr~ern.ent s for the 
pr o j ected counter- novos to a lo.nding ct Gonoa . 9

: In vi ew of 
tho quiet situation on tho J .. drietic con.st ho was now r eady t o 
dr~w upon those fornations of Tenth Ju~o.y , whi ch had been oar~ked 
for service as a mobi l o Ju::o.y Group Reserve in just thi s case 
(cc.so GUSTJ'..V; Hi st Sec Report No . 2". , pnras 72 and 75) . Wi th t he 
nass of 15 Pz Gren Div nt t he nomont still ent cngl ed i n fi ghting 
(onl y 104 Pz Gron Regt of t ho Division had rlready been asseob l cd 
near Bol ogna ) O.B.S\V at 1410 hrs eave Tenth /Jny (in substance ) 
t ho followi ng orders : 

••• Tr:;.nsport o.rra.ngerent s wi ll bo nade perm t t i ng 
1 Par a Div to r:iove off in the dir ection of Genoa 
on 12 hours notice , 

••• Ju:o.y Gr oup "C" hol ds i n r on.di ness the transport 
r equi red for transfer on short noti ce of one r egimental 
group of 98 Inf Div • 

••• The Bl ocking Gr oup of J.62 (Turc ) I nf Div t o b e r eady 
for movement on 12 hr s notice ~ 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/4 , Tenth /Jmy, W.D. 8 , Appx 9-1 2 Aug , 
J~px 264a , 12 J .. ug 44 ). (Photostat 98111.10. (D206 )) 

In addi t i on to these pr ecautionary arrnngenont s , 104 Pz Gren 
Regt (15 Pz Gren Div ) e.nd 4 Para Regt (1 P3.ra Div) wer e a l erted 
in tho evening for i noedi ete depc.rturo in n westerly direction . 

10 . Probabl y encourogod by the full success of o.n 
earl i er , though much nor e el abor a t e , deception schone creating 
the i l l usion of a bui l d- up of Cen:ldio.n forces on the ;.a.riatic 
{Hist Sec Report No. 24 , po.re 63 ), l Cdn I nf Di v bof or e thoir 
departure t o the east coo.st t r ied to nuke the Gemans bolieve 
t hc.t a Canadi e.n assaul t force wns b oin{3 depl oyed in t he Fl or ence 
urea . Rud the Ger nons hoard of this , no doubt t hey would have 
been f urther confirncd in their belief t hat a najor t hrust in 
.that sector was i nni ncnt , By one of tho vago.rics of war , however, 

ti Tho defi ni te expectati on of o.n Ji.llied l o.ndi J;ig i n Southern 
France wo uld pr csunably have n~do such uoo.suros s een l ess 
ur gent ; i n that event tho /..llies \'/Ould s urel y follow t he 
valley of the Rhono to ul icine.te Ni neteenth Ji:rny as a thr eat 
to tho right flank of tl:?.o c.rnies invading Fr ance fi'on t he 
West , but har dl y debouch l aboriousl y fron the nountain passes 
on Kesselring •s deep right flank~ whi ch could bo turned so 
nuch ~ore easily fron Genoa (8 00 :llso para 13, f oo tnote 1.). 

iili PRETZE:LL, Hor s t , Lt- Col , G.s . c . , at that tine Firs t 
Oper at i ons Of f i cer of T~nth .hrn.v, in his post -war nar rative : 
"Mat eria l f or the Presentati on of the Bnt t l e of Rictni " 
s cid : 

I n anti thesis t o Tenth Ju:ny, unti l a f ter t he 
niddl e of Augus t o .B.SW cQung t o t he bvlief 
t hat t he eneny would execute a l arge- scal e 
l andi ng i n the Genoe area o • o ' 

(981 . 0ll (D3 ) , t r anslation, p ~3) 
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the Gernans , although at the tin d sperately e..nxious to obtain 
infornation r egarding .:.J.liod dispositions along the .rno , and 
dospi te the groat nunber of ci vili l.IlS in tho p.ro , apparcn tly 
never hoard of tho "Rod Patchos 11 h .... ving been seen there . C eful 
pe1·usa.l of e.11 a.vn.i l o.ble rec or ds of Fourteenth .roy for the 
p riod from 6- 26 Jug rov als onl y a few c esuel reforonces to Can
adian for ces : 

12 J Accor ding to rcli b l o sources 56 Inf Div 
and 5 Cdn ..rnd Div confirncd in the rear 
area of Ei th J.r, ••• 

17 J.ug 

ticcording to r dio i ntorc ption , Ce.ncdia.n 
for!r.tions ~outh of Florence . 

ccording to prisoner of war statenonts : 
Can.~dian t anlcs ~tt?.chod to 8 Ind Div . 

(G.M.D.S. - 62242/1 , Fourteenth ~ny, Int Reps 1 Jul -
30 Sep 44 , vol 3, Kurzneldungcn , 1 2 i~ug Md 17 l.1.ug 44 ). 
(Photostats 981JJ..O .(D207} ruid (D208)). 

Tho "accidentel '' capture by th0 eneny of a well coo.chod menber 
of a Field Security Section for instance , then , as on some other 
occ sions , night have gro~tly strangthonod tho total efrect of 
d copti ve no.-.s res ; the ain er Diary of Fourteu th ·.roy for the 
period contains unusunlly frcqu n't ref or enc cs to intensive 
reconnaissance work , nm on l~ .. ug tho ple~inti vo stat rnnt : 

Tho taking of prisoners Ll. ts with difficulties , as 
the opponent refuses to boco o ongngod in close 
conbat . 

(G. M.D.S. - 62241/1 , Fourteenth J..rny , W.D. 4 , 1 Jul -
30 Sop , 14 Aug ~~r } 

Due to the great inportonc c of keeping tra.ck of JJ.liad changes 
in disposi ti ans , Fourtoonth J..rny at th tine wa.s issuing revised 
versions of t c 1'Eneny Si tu tion · p 11 at intervals of th.re to 
four days . one of t hese naps show C".D.~dian forces as being in 
tho Florence o.re j 1 Cdn Corps v, as fi r 1 y belicv d to be conplete 
in t o reserve of Eighth ;rny. (G •• D.S . - 62242/2 , Fourt nth 
J.QY , J .. ppx to Int Reps 1 Jul - 30 S .... p 44} 

13 tUg 

11. Mainly in order to fncilitnto the disongager;nnt 
of 115 Pz Gren R0 t ~nd other elenunts of 15 Pz Gren Div for 
the purpose of joining tho /.roy Group Reserve , a local withdrawal 
of the left wing of 51 ~n Corps was ordered f or th night 13/14 
J .. u g . 76 Corps for the - o.,y reportod orcly harassin fire end 
encounters vd assault dctachnents . ..t 0915 hours Generals Herrii 
and v . Vietingb.off discuss d e situation on the telephone ; err 
said thet local attacks , but definitely not a najor attack, were 
being expect d on the l eft wing ; v. Vi tin off sfti that the Corps 
would have to get use~ to the idea of losing 1 P ~ Div ; he did not 
think , however , that the Jllies were planning a lr>.nding in It ly. 
Horr agreed , and expressed tho belief that the landing woul d tak 
pJ:aoo in France . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/.5 1 Tenth 1.xmy, .n.8, .Appx 13-
16 ~ug , A,ppx 286 , tel cons 13 ~ug } (Photostat 981JuO.(D205)) 

~ ~' Traugott , Gen of Pz Tps , cond 76 Pz Corps 
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14 ··:ug 

12. There was no f i ght i ng of any consequm ce in the area 
of Tenth A;rrry , 305 Inf Div (¥Q t.h hond~uartcrs at Badia Prataglia ) 
extended its commrnd ov r tho ~roa previously hel d by 15 Pz Gren 
Div . Headquarters 76 Pz Corps were ost~b lished nt Gradarn (south
east of Cattolica ) . l En 4 Pz ReGt (n G.H. Q. tank formation ) was 
pl ncod under tho direct ~o- an~ of ?6 Pz Corps (ibid , ~ppx 304) , 
(P1 otostc.t 981 i.10 , ( D209) ' -

15 a UG 

13. The dey•s tactical developnonts on the J:ray front 
were of a ninor nnture ; har ssing fire on the l oft wing of 71 
Inf Div incr eased in int nsity; strikingly steppad- up 1.llied 
aerial activity included bonbard.nont of the city and port of 
Ravenna , In the area of Corp s Witthoeft 98 I nf Div was now com
plete in its assigned positions . ht 0700 hours the Naval Liaison 
Offi cer notifi ed fµmy Hend~ters by telephon of the Allied 
l andings in Southern France • lppa.runtly no furthe r news re
garding this developnent wes rQccived during th e d ; in uncertain 
anticipati on of the possible repercussions , tho day's telephono 

~ Iten 981Ja.l.O;(D209) is co plete set of photostatic r epro-
ducti ons of Tenth J.:rr:zy t s daily final situation reports to 
0 . B . ffi for the period 11- 31 1 u ~ i , 

liii If onl y to show thnt "an ar uy - i s an o.rI!ly" wherever you 
find it , a messu e is quoted bo l ow that was addr essed to 
cJ.l Go!lfl r al Sta.ff Off ic ers by Col-Gen Heinz Guderian 
(uppointcd J .. cting Chie f of J.:rey General Staff o.fter the 
at teLlP t on Hitl er' s life) : 

2·r cTul The port end co :md techni que of the 
Genorel Steff is wisatisfe.ctory . Reports 

14 JU -· 

ust be nn.de consci nti ously . Expressi ns 
li o 11i:f possible - '"'S soon s tho si tua
tion lows - ns e rule - for t e tine 
b ing" o signs of s nile calcification 
and will not b c usod . ... 

Guderian 
Tenth Ji:rr:iy to 0 .B . SW : J.l notifiod, 

(G .M.n.s . - 61437/5 , Tenth J.:rmy , w.n.8, 
:ppx 13 -16 Aug . ...ppx 312 .... c.nd 312b , 14 
:ug 44 ) 

Dli uuch us ful i nfor ne. tion rogard.in the dcvcl opncn ts in Southerr_ 
Frence will be f ound in : Hist Div u.c: . D pt of t J , Man
uscripts of G r::.icn Offic -rs , 11Tho Italian C e.i~n " , P t II, 
Chap 6, "Tho Develop ant of the i U"' i on in or -Western 
Italy in Connection with the J.liod Landing i n Southern Franc:, 
(Photostat 981SOM(D80j) . The definiteness wi..th which G nural 
Rocttigor thoroin speaks of tho oxpoc te.tion by fiXCT!f Group 11c 11 

of an JJ.li cd landins in Southern Fro.nee can hardly be r econ
ciled with the nany indic ations in canto porary docunents 
(H.S. Report No . 24, pnra 74 ) of KossolrinB'S belief t hat a 
L.nd ing at Gonoa was jus t as probab l e . 1 ccording to t he 
records there is no doubt that mos t uonoral officers of tho 
.roy Gro up c>..--pe c ted tho l !:'.D.di ng to take p l nc on the French 

coast . \lb. thor Kos~ulring shard this opi nion but- stressed 
th dan.Ber of 1 landinp.: on the I tali c ... st i n or der to spur 
on his co and scan ot be det er · n d ithout ref 0r nc to 
the .r y Group 's rccor $ written t the.t tin.o . Unfortunat el y 
th i:iso ar o not e.vailc_bl • 
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conversations were sho r t and desult ory'.§ . (G . M.D.S. - 61437/1, 
Tenth JJIJY , W .D. 8 , 15 Ji.ug 44 ). A now "Schematic Order of Battl e" 
of Tenth /.:rny was i ssued during th e d ny ; u 1)hotost atic copy 
and tr rui slation of t he· documents apponr a s APpe::mdi x 11 A" to this 
r eport . (G.M.D.S . - 61437/.5 , Tenth Arny, W. D. 8 , .Appx 13- 16 Aug , 
Appx 338b , 1.5 Aug 44) (Photostat 981A10 . (D210)) . 

16 Aug 

14 . With Marshal Kesselring having been call ed to 
Hi t l erts Headquarters i n connection with t he developments in 
Southern Fr anc e , the day's t elcphone conversations wer e mainly 
between Ro et tiger OJ.Jd v . Vi etinghoff . f'Jny Group "C 11 had no 
infor mati on f r om t ho l a t est invasion front ; th e Armed Forces 
Hi gh Corm:nand was sai d to be i n t he sano position . 76 Pz Corps 
reported a further i ncrease in t he i ntensity of harassing fire 
on tho s ectors of 278 and 71 Inf Divso Thi s was tu.ken as a sure 
sign tha t n r esumption of t he Polish a dvance was i I:lillinent , and 
it wns decided t o l et t ho opponent compl e te his depl oyment and 
tb:n t o make a quick l ocal withdr awal t o the l ine Pagino - 1,5 
km south of Barchi - Mel ani - l kD. nor t h -west of Fudi (on the 
coa st ). (G. M.D. S . - 61437/5 , Tenth i'Jrry , w.n . 8, ·11.ppx 13- 16 Aug , 
Appx 348b , t el cons 16 li.UB 44 1 (Photostat 981Jtl0 . (D205 ))..(Fornal 
consent by J..:rmy Group "C" : Ibid , Appx 37.5 , 16 Aug ) 

17 Aug 

1.5 . In connection wi t h t ho pr obl en of Ji.lli ed dispositions 
in the Ji.dri atic sectar , tho oonno.nder of 76 Pz Corps made the 
following r enarks : 

0910 hrs Herr - v . Vie tinghoff 

••• During t he l nst f ew days t qo voluno of traffic in 
t he mountains has b een r Qther s triking . I do not think 
that thi s neans a troop nove!!1.ont . In J.ncona the enemy 
is unl oading busily; it nuy be a ssuned that there are 
novenents of supply eoinc on , which extend far inland . 

~ The increasing audacit y of t he Italian suerillns a t the tine 
was r eflected i n a telephone conversation of that day: 

1300 hrs WENTZELL, (Fritz , Mo. j -GEm , c . of S . Tonth· J~y-) -
ROETTIGER , (Lt-Gen , C. of S . l1:rmy Group ''C 11 

) 

W: Her e wo a r c having f earful trouble, Four 
Italic..ns have been shot b etween the f.:rmy 
coLJDand cr' s residence and ; .. r rw headquarters . 
Tho gu erilla s have t aken horses fron the ' 
f o.rnyards . Thet to o was in the vicinity of 
the headquart ers. ri1ho J...rcy colilLl.ondor is 
f urious a.nd i nsists so ne action be taken 
l ost /,;:my headquarters itself be attacked 
in t hu end ••• it i s c erto..i n ly nl arming 
when 300 metros f r on our headquarters four 
Italians have t o be l ai d l ow; ••• our 
sentries er e all Santa Clauses f! ery 01© ••• 
(G. M.D.S . - 61437/5, Tenth Arm:y , W.D.8, Appx 
13-16 Aug , AP.PX 326b, t el cons 1.5 Aug 44) . 
(Phot ost at 9811.io . (D205) ) 
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ccordine to the ropor ts - 300 vehicles per hour -
it Dus t be a colossal nechanizod novonent . It aould 
of course be that the enemy ts excha..riging soDe of the 
foreign. troops for recQnneissance units - pressure 
nust be put on Schrank~ or Ra~pk to get hold of a 
prisoner so ehow . Tho or er has alraa y been given . 
J dead En~ lishnan has been oun in the area where the 
co otion~has bJan -oinG o ; tho whole thing be a 
relic novere nt.. • • • 

(G . .. D.S . - 61437/6 , Tonth ;r . , 
i.1:11; , 1 px 374b 1 tel co:i "!..'7 1 ug 

981 J.O (D20.5) ) 

.n.8 J 1 ppx 17-19 
) . \Photostat 

16 . Th landing ~t soille s had now made a ma.jar 
landing at G noa :?air improbable , a d in the evoning of 16 .b.ug 
Ventzell had sai~ o HPuser~~ 

1810 hrs ••• Looking at the s~t ation as a 11hole we 
have too much in Italy ; tak · ng the broader 
vi w, the troops r e no needed else vhere ••• 

(Ibid, tel cons 16 1 ug 44 ) 
(Wfi..10 ~ (D205)) 

It was therefore no surprise whon in the morning of 17 .. ug tho 
order was rocoi vod throygh tho headquarters of J.;rmy Group "C" 
for i mmediate dispatch [ to O,B.WestJ o~ 15 Pz Gron Div via the 
Brenner Pass , Tho pertinent orders fI om Jl.I'my Group to Army, 
and f ram J~m:fl to .51 NJ:tn Corps aro b 0ing rotained in photostatic 
form (981AlO,(D211) and (D21 2 ) ). (G. rn •• s . ~ 61437/6, Tenth ' 
J.rmy , W .D . 8 , Ji.ppx 17-19 Aug , li..ppx 374 ond 373, 17 Aug ~4 ) 

18 ..1Ug 

17, On this day 51 Mtn Corps reported sporadic harassing 
fire and liv ely vehicle traffic on tho road west of the J.,;rno from 
Talla to the BJrth and on the road Mon~ rchi - Cittu di Castelloo 
76 Pz Corps reported somo harassing firo in tho sector of. 5 Mtn Div 
and , in the early e vening , incroo.sing prossuro on tho outposts of 
71 and 278 Inf Divs . Tho outpost 0101:1 nta of both divisions 1.•1ere 
forced to yield ground t thoso of tho f o r er division at c .. Micci 
( 2 km Si Monte PorzioJ , those of tho .attor at Mandolfo , t 
ondolfo the PoJish inf'antry wes suppo~te by artillery and ground 

attack airplanes . (G •• D. S . - 61437/1, T ·nth 'J:r:zy , i .D . 8 , 18 
Jug ) 

18 . Whi..l.B the senior of fie s of Ton th .:rmy continued 
their vague sp cul..,tions rognrding tho n o.ning of the intensive 
traffic in the rear nr "'as pf tho oppo c t, t daily intelligence 
report of Fourteenth ..rny (for unkno :i t o doubt;, i f thoy .. 
woro known. , interesting rorrsons) en i L-d the folloWing item: 

From reliable source : Unusu~lly largo suppl y transports 
o.rc boing carried out at tho present t·me in t e ~riatic 

soctor . Thay i nclude bridgi equip nt . In connection 
with th intc siv ri c.ct· vity i that s ct r it 

coms that tho ono y thoro is no.king preparations for 

1ili HlllSER , Wolf , Maj-Gan , c . of s . Four t onth J...rny 
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l argo- scale operations , * 

(G.M.D.S , - 62242/1 , Fourteenth J;Xny, Int nop : l Jul - 30 Sep 
44, vol 3, Kurzoeldungen , 18 J .. ug 44) . (Photostat 981L.10 . (D213 )} 

In t!lc oeantwe M~shal K(;ssolring had r eturned from Hitler' s 
headquarters , and the morning conversation with tho cornnonder 
of Tenth Ji:rrny opened as foll ows : 

0910 hrs v. Vieting.hoff - Kesselring 

K: I ho.ve just b &on awny for two days 
things looking down yo Ul' way? • • • how o.re 

v .V: At the front of tho righthand Corps all is quiet , 
but in front of tho Corps on tho left , in 
Schrank' s area ond 1Jast thereof , for sone days 
rather marked activity h~s been observed behind 
the eneny front . Whether , as tho Corps thought 
et first , that is only in connection with supply 
traffic which is now passing through .Jlcona, I 
do not know, I think it possiblo too that he is 
bringing in c now Br~zilfo.n or Greek division , 
In any case it is still doubtful what is happening 
there ••• 

(G .M.D. s . - 61437/6 Tenth /..rny, W.D. 8 , Appx 395, t e l cons 18 
:i.ug 44 ) . (Photostat 981JJ_O , (D205}) 

During tho morning a Deoting had b een arrungod f or the next day 
between v, Viotinghofi' and Kosselringo In o. tel0phone conver
sation at 10.50 hr s C. of S . Ju:ny Group "C 11 infornod O. of s. 
Tenth iiXDY for the boncfi t of tho J.;..·rzy conr:1o.nd or that tho question 
of tho transfer of 5 Mtn Div would be broached by Kesselr ing at 
tho forth.coning necting (ibid) , -

19 L.ug 

19 . Tho ta.ctictl buil d- up of Eighth Arny on the Adri atic 
wa.s now in full swing , and the Poles incrc!l.sed pressure on tho 
coast to the point whore ponotr~tions at verious points brought 
hone to the Gcrna.ns the necessity of replacing wea:ry 278 Inf Div 
by str onger fornations or risk ~ breakthrough to the Green Line . 
Even without being aware of tho tio.ssivc forces boing concentratod 
in tho a.roa by the opponent , Tenth /.:roy and 76 Pz Corps judged 
thcnsolvos to bo in an awkward position duo to tho certainty that 
tho fully nannod and well led 5th Mountain Division would have to 
l oavo t he J.:rny area , 90 Pz Gron Div woul d of course have been 
effective in tho Genoa area , but was unsuited for opcr eti ons in 
~he Wostorn J ... l ps ,. and it coul d bo expec t ed tho.t in the absence of 
----------------------------------~--- ~ ~ Tho fac t that tho s i gni ficant cmtter of tho bridging equip-

nent wa.s not ment i onud in tho conversations of Tenth Ji:rr:zy nay 
point to o.n·unsutisfactory condition in tho dissen.ination of 
i nfor.oation , Tenth /,;rnyt s Intelligence file fo~ August 19·1-4 
i s barren of inforr:nti on ; tho records of 76 Pz Corps a r e not 
available ; tho nonthly Intelligence SuIJDary of the /..rny l ooks 
as if it had been prepc.rod hurriedly at a later date . On the 
besis of the avail~blc materiel i t cannot bo usoerteined whether 
the J.:rnyt a i ntelli gence personnel had lost face over the pre
vious fiasco , whether it continued to supply erroneous conclusions~ 
or was unable to obtain any infornation at all ; a t any rate the 
telephone conversations for the period do not contain the onco 
fru:rilinr phrase : 11 Iey Intelligence Officer tells ne11 , 
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unduly aln.rming developments on tr.e li.driatio coest .5 Mtn Div would 
be transferred t o the Italo-French border . Tho upshot of the dayts 
prol onged consultc.tions w.J.s an or d0r fron Tenth b:roy for tho r t; 
grouping of 76 Pz Corps . Ji.. photoste..tic r-'.)pr oduction o.nd a trans
lation of tho order appoer as. J.,ppondix "B 11 'tD this roportii'. JD£ • 

(Photostat 98l1J.O, (D214 )) (G . IJ.:J .S . - 6143?/6 , Tenth /.:roy , W.D. 8, 
J..ppx 1? -19 !i.ug, J..ppx 418 , 19 J.,ug 4~-) 

20, This order provided for the transfer , by t he norning 
of 23 Aug, of 1 Para Div to t ho Groen IJ.no - f or ofi uld position 
(along tho north bank of tho Motauro ri vor ) , f ollowod by tho with
drawo.l of 278 Inf Di v through 1 Para Div and thence laterally to 
tho sec tor of 5 Mtn Div, whoroupon the l~tt cr would withdr aw and 
move of f to a destination to be indico.t0d by O.B. SW. The "Red 
Line " of ; Mtn Div, referred to in para 2, section b , of the re 
grouping order, was the di vis:i. onul portion of on intermediate de
f ence l ine forward of the Green Line - forefie l d positi on ; it ex
tended f r om the Corps· boundary at 4 km. 'north- east of Mer catello -
4 km south of Lunano - M:>nte Nuovo - S o Apollinare (1 . 5 km south
south-west of Pieve di Cogna ) - Pal lino (5 km north- north- east of 
Ur bino ) . A picture of tho original positions of 76 Pz Corps and 
51 Mtn Corps , as they were on 19 JJJ.g bofor o the beginning of tho 
withdrawals o.nd r egroupings , is being r~taincd for purposes of 
r ef erence in the f orm of photostatic copies of tho following wcll-
prepar ed s i tuati on maps : ' 

981Al.O . ~D215) 7~ Pz Corps , si t map 19 Aug 44 
981Al.OelD216 l 76 Pz Corps , artil l ery positions 19 hUg 44 
9811u.o; D217 .51 Mtn Cor ps , sit map 19 1~ug 44 
981.Alo. D218 51 Mtn Corps , arti llery positions , 19 hug 44 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/ 18 1 Ten th Army, w.n . 8 , s i t maps 14- 19 Aug 44 ) 

21, Part ly in order to conform wi th the d ovel opments 
in the ar ea of 76 Pz Cor ps , ani partl y to expedite tho ur gentl y 
desi red extricat i on of the l ase el ements of 15 Pz Gren Div f r om the 
f ront (particularl y the Reconnaissance Battali on ) , during the · 
• 
• Notes on the pe r sonal meeting of that day between Kesselring 

o.nd v , Vietinghoff are not nvaila.blo ; nruch relevant d o~a.i l 

appears however in the records of tho day' s telephone con
versations between the vo.ri ous Chiefs of Staff , 

(G . M.D.s . - 61437/6 , Tenth J,;rmy , w.n . 8 , hPPX 17- 19 kug, Appx 
417 , 19 /JJ.g 44 ) (Photostat 981J..10o(D205) ) 

., 
Kit At 2310 hrs Went zell said to Hauser : 

••• The enemy picture is that 8 Ind Div ane. 6 Brit :.rnd Di v 
(sic ) are on our inter-army boundc.ry. Then 4 I nd Di v 
is in our vicini ty in the Soltino area . Wi th us , 
ther e seems to bo ono division missi ng - 4 Bri t .Div. 
He seems to be putting more. and more in reserve , 
Now one must soo what he is going to do with al l 
these reser ves •• • On our east wing there is some 
troub l e ; Hoppa t a inf an try are no longer nny good 
and we must put Heidrich in ther e ••• (ibi d ) -
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day Tenth 11:rmy r equested and obtained the consent of J~my Group 
for the gradual withdrawal. of 51 Mtn Gorps to the ''Red- Blue Line ", 
one of the intermediato defence lines forward of the Green Line
forefie l d position . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/6 , Tenth Ju·my, Vl .D . 8 , Appx 
17- 19 Jl.ug , i~px 420 , 19 J.,,ug 44) 

20 Aug 

22 . In the early hours of the day Tenth J..rmy received 
a directive from O.B. SW authorizing a withdrawal to the Green Line 1 

forcfield position in the urea of 76 Pz Corps end e.nnouncing the 
i ilID.vdiate r0turn of 4 Para Regt to the Division . A photostatic 
copy and a translati on of tho docW!lent appear e.s Appendix "C" to 
this report (G.M.n .s . - 61437/7 t Tonth J..rmy, w. n . 8 , li.ppx 437a, 20 
hug 44) (Photostat 981/J.O. (D219J ) 

23 . When during the da.y considerablo pressure developed 
on tho elements of 278 Inf Div at Cer asa , 76 Pz Corps decided to 
carry out t ho withdrawal to the north bank of tho Metuuro in two 
quick bounds . For the night 20/21 Lug a move to an intermediate 
lino still f orward of the Green Line- for cfi old position was 
ordered* (ibid , APPX 437b , 20 Aug 44) (Photostat 981J..1.0 . (D220)) . 
The Metauro would then be crossed during the night 21/22 Aug 
(i,'Qi,d. , Ji.ppx 438 , issued 20 Aug : dc.tcd 21 1 .. ug 44) (Photost at 
~O. (D221)) • 

24 . Tenth JJ:my' s "Enemy Si tuc.tion Mnp " for 20 Aug 
appears in photostatic f orm as Ji.Ppendix "D" to this report ; 
it will be noted that 1 Cdn Corps was shown complete in 
Eighth ·/..r~y Reserve (ib~g , Appx 49l a , 22 Aug 44 ) (Photostat 
981J .. 10.(Dl96c ), r epeated from H. S . Report No . 24 , /..ppx 11H11 ), 

2.5 . Conposi ti on and strength of Tor.th Army on 20 Aug 
wore reflected in the "Weekly Report" issued on that day (ibid , 
Appx 447 , 20 Aug 44) (Photostat 981; .. 10. (D222)) . Some of t~ 
inforoation contained i n that r eport ho.s b een extr acted and re
arranged for the purpose of supplying a rough picture of the 
Ji.rnyts strength at that tine : 

Ton th Ji.rmy 20 ~·~ug 44 

Battalions .51 Mtn 76 Pz Corps Total 
Corps Cor ps Witthoeft 

Strong (ovor 400 } 4 8 11 
Hodium (b el ow 400 ~ 13 8 2 
b,vere..ge (b elow 300 13 11 2 
Weak (bel ow 200 ~ 8 :1 -Exhausted (below 100 

Total 38 28 1.5 

a This inter~ediate line extended inland fro~ Madonna del 
Ponte (on the coast ) - Palonbara - Piagge - south of 
cavnllara - r ond junction south- oast of Villodelmonte -

23 
27 
26 
9 

81 

Isola di Fa.no - s . Martino doi Muri - Manto Scatto - Molleone -
Secchiano . (3 km west of cagli) - Font e di Correto (7 • .5 km 
west of Oagli) - J.,pocchi o - north of Fontana Pnrnacciano 
(9 . ko south- south- west of Mcrcatcllo ) . (Decoded from li.PPX 
437b ' i bi d ) -
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.51 tn 76 Pz Corps Total 
Guns (with Inf' Divs) Corps Corps Witthoeft 

A~-Tk guns medium 9 9 
A.-Tk guns heavy 78 .50 27 1.5 .5 
Guns l ight 119 107 61 287 
Guns heavy 24 2.5 1.5 64 
1 s saul t guns 24 20 7 51 
Propaganda projectors 4 4 

IDT :..L 2.54 206 110 .570 

21 ug 

26 . In the absence of any pronounced pressure on 
the r i ght wing of 76 Pz Corps O . B . SW oay now have fel t that 
a mer e authorization to fall back (para 22 above ) llight fai l to 
bring i mmediate resul ts , and at 0015 hrs 21 Aug he issued an 
ardor for the withdrawal of the .r to the Red Line : 

The d velopment of the situntion requires the earl 
col:IClit ent of .5 Mtn Div on the Italian Fr ch border . 
To accelerato the taking out of ·tliis di visi. on the 
J:ey withdraws to the Rod Lina •• • 

(G •• n .s . - 61437/7 , Tanth ;.r , · .D. 8t ppx 20- 2.5 .. ug • i'1JPX 
464a , 21 ug ) (Photostat 981 U.O . (D2 23 ) J 

27 . Following a wi thdra .. c. l during thEJ ni ght , .51 Mt n 
Corps remain~d undisturbed during tho day , but in the aroa of 
76 Pz Cor ps fighting dovolopEJd in all divisional sectors , and in 
the coastal sGctor reached such proportions that 278 Inf Div 
was forced to cr oss tho atauro in tho a fternoon , and not during 
t h night 21/22 Jug as had b en plann originally. {G •• n .s . -
614 37 /1 , Tenth i:rny , -.D .8 , 21 ~ ug 44) , In the oan tine 1 Pora 
Div vas IilOvin south ar s to tho north bank o tho etauro and 
on the following day ass d co rui of the soct of 278 Inf 
Div (ibid , 22 Jug) . On Tonth .ri;:iyt s situation ap for 2l ·ug 
tho north bank of the etauro was sh as b i g hold by th 
units of 278 Inf Divi o that of 22 1 .. ug by thoso of 1 p~~e Div 
(G •• D.S. - 61437/9 , Tenth /Jr;iy , l .D.8, sit naps 20- 29 J,.,ug 44) . 

28 . During tho day it had been montion c1 in telephone 
conversati ons that 334 Inf Div too miglit now hav8 to be moved 
to ano ther theatre of w ( G . ~ . D .S . - 61437/1 1 Tenth fi:rmy, W.D.8, 
21 Au ) . J.J.though thore wore then no signs of ma jor action in 
the J .. driatic sector , Gonoro.l v . Victin off expr essed concern 
over the depletion of bis forces in a ne orandun to O.B. 'l , in 
which he requested a obile di vision a J..rny r eserve by 1 Sep 
at the latest , possibly fro Fou teenth J..:rny and in exchange for 
98 Inf Div (G •• D . S . - 61 3?/? , Tenth .1..1.'ny , l .D . 8 1 ppx 20- 25 

- ug , ppx 46.5 , 21 .. ug) (Pho toste.t and Trans l a tion 981AlO . (0224)) 

22 J:ug 

29 . The situation raap of Tenth Lrny for 22 and 23 Aug 
is being retained in photostatic forn (G.M.n .s . - 61437 / 19 , T0nth 
tJny, w.n.8, sit :craps 20- 29 Aug 44 (' hotostat 981AJ.O .(D22.5J ) 
According to this nap and as shown in tho ar Diary of Tenth J.Jmy 
(G •• D.S . - 61437/1 , Tenth J.:rny , T.D . 8, 22 and 23 ug) tho front 
lino of 76 Pz Corps on those two days was as follo1s : 
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Ospizio (on tho coo.st , 2 kn NW Fano) - Bignano Zacchini 
( .5 kn SW Fo.no - due north Carrara - C .s . Anna ( 4 kIJ 
SE Monbaroccio ) - s . Francesco (1 . 2 kn SE Serrungarina ) 
- Parra di Gaifu (5 kn Vl . ] 'ossoubr one ) - Point 696 (7 
kn SSE Fcrnigne.no , on the north bank of the Candigliano 
ri vcr ) - due north of /i.cqualagno. - south end of the 
railway tunnel 7 kn SSW Fcrni311e.no ; due sout h of tho ' a' 
in Frontino di Naro ) - s . Vinconc!l di Candiglie~i (? kn 
SVI Urb~a) - Canotory Picvo C:oi Gre.tl;icoli ( 5 kn SE 
Morcatcllo } - Ripa dell /J. to - M. Morricic ( 8 kn SS'// 
ttorcatollo) - il Montaccio ( 7 . 5 kn S\I Morce.tello) . 

30. Tho day's telephone convcrsati ons were carried out 
by officers of lesser renk than usual . They r ovcalod a nood of 
satisfied well- bei ng . Nineteenth J;rn.y was roundly criticized 
for its poor porforcencc , r outine business was discussed , the 
onl..!cy situation in tho :_d.Xia.tic sector w~s not ncnti oned at all and 
the atnosphcrc s eoncd to be free fron any sonso of urgency. lit 
the sane tine n f ew nilcs further south the Eighth J;rey was s l ipping 
into asscnb l y positions for its drive through the Gothic Line . 
(G. M. D. S . - 61 437/7 4 Tenth Arny,_ Yl .D. 8 , .;1ppx 20- 25 J .. ug, Appx 482 , 
tel cons 22 i .. u g 4-4) \Photostat 9tll/..lO . {D205) ) 

31. How far in the noantine the constant fight agai nst 
t ho partisans in tho r ear e r oas had dogonoratcd into a series of 
nurderous Gerraan no..rauding expodi tions can be gathered f ron a 
warnins issued i n this connection by M::irsha l Kesselring on 22 
Aug . A photostatic copy and o. translation of tho docunent ~ppear 
as Appendix ''E" to thi s report . (~, Appx 489a) (981J .. 1 0 . D226 )) 

23 Aug 

32. I n t ho area of 51 Mtn Cor ps tho gradual wi t,hdr awal 
to the Roel Lino was continued ; i n that of 76 Pz Corps .5 Mt n 
Div roper tou that the enmy ho.d obsorve<l the withdrawals and 
occupi ed Acqualngno.. 71 Inf Div r eported sorao increase i n the 
harassing ~iro on its sector ; 1 Para Div reported that t h e 
opponent had crossed tho Metauro river end wo.s digging in on 
bo~h b".nks* (G. M. D. s . - 61,~37/l , Tenth fl:ruy, W.D . U, 23 Aug ) . 

33 . Regarding /.llicd o.ir activity the Main War Diary 
of Tenth Juray carried tho f ollowine notation : 

Strikingl y intensive activity of bonbers and fi ghter
bonbcrs , pc.rticul~rly e.ttacks on the railroad stetions 
a l ons tho Via Enilia (prosunably for the purpose of 
disturbine tho r ccocnizod novencn ts of .5 Mtn and 15 Pz 
Gren Di vs) c.nd on the coeste.l def cnco zone of 98 Inf 
Div. ,"JJ. attack by 94 =our- nvtor 0d bonbers on the in
custrinl section c.ncl tho r cilwo.y station of Ferr ara 
caused heavy C!!!lage. 

(Ibid , 23 J .. u g ) -
3~ . Tho records of t~c tolophonc convcrea t i ons for 
thls dc.y c.nd for nany days thvroaftor ',-;cro filled with recitals 
of endless difficulties QUO to eir attacks in the dispatch of 
5 tltn Div to the Vfost . (Pholiostnt 9811.i.o. (D205 )) . J~ fleeting 
rofcroncc to the oncuy situati on was ~~de during the day by 
Wentzell, who seid to Runkel ft".ti : 

* hccording to Tenth .Lrny ' ~ situation nap for 22 and 23 hug 
(soc para 29 above ) this crossing wo uld soon to have taken 
pla.co nc a.r the coast in the vi cinity of Madonna dcl Ponte . 

li3£ ImNKEL Honnint:; \'icr nGr , (cnllud .:'.Fritz") , Col , c. of s . 76 
Pz Corps 



• 
- 16 -

unrortunately the enemy situation is vory obscure • 
Tho J,;rny hc.s r ocoived o. report on l arge naval uni ts 
o.t Pol a but this r eport was later withdrawn . In 
spite of that , such reports are soncwhat disturbi ng· 
nnd nothiD.G nust b o taken a.way fron Corps Witthoeft . 

(G . ll.D.S . - 61437/7 , Tontli /u-ny t Vi .:) . 8 , /iJ>pX 502, tel cons 23 
/a.ug 44) (Fhotosto.t 981Al0. (D205 J) 

24 li.Ug 

35 . ·on tho wholo t ho day was uneventful on the front 
of Tenth Arny. Tho Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion of 15 Pz Gren 
Div finally l eft the o.rou of 51 Mtn Corps to join the nass of 
tho Division now waiting to novo off via the Brenner Pass . Of 
5 Mtn Div, tho Field Roplncenent Battali on was entrained near 
Forli , l Bn 85 Mtn Jg Rogt was ready for loading near Bologna, 
anQ. after darkness had set in 3 Bn 85 Mtn Jg Regt noved off in 
vehicles towards Mantua with tho intention of entraining when 
and whore possible. In conparison with the preceding day Alli ed 
air activity had l essoned ; the nain subject of the day•s tele 
phone conversation was the plan to croato an Arrn:y reserve by 
wi thdrawing 334 Inf Div fron tho fronto In the afternoon 51 Mtn 
Corps recci ved orders to extricate one half of the di vis:i. on by 
30 /Lug , and to Dake arrangenent s perm tti ng a r emoval of the 
other half on short notice . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/l , Tent h f'J:'O.Y , 
\'T . D . 8, 24 J .. ug 44 ) 

36. Ins true tions for the wi thdrawo.l of 334 Inf Div fron 
tho front and the corresponding widening of t he s ec t or s 
of tho reno.ining divisions wer~ laid down in a Corps Ordor issued 
on tho a .mo day. (G. M.-D .s . - 62296/4 , .51 Mtn Corps , w.n . 3, vol 
' C' of Appx, J.ppx C 386 , 24 Aug 44) . (Photostat 981AlO . (D2 2?) ). 
Possibly due to his careful training in the old Austrian General 
Staff , General Fourstein wo.s ever ready to explain the reasons 
for his actions , and tho Corps Order began with a description of 
the oneny si tuc.tion on tho Corps front : 

Very considcro.blo enocy f orces have been withdrawn 
fron the Corps front for co!JIJitnent in Southern 
France or seotl.ingly also on t ho J.1.driatic coast . At 
tho present tine , on the rieht wing of tho Corps 
8 Ind Div has boon oonfirned with its right wing o.t 
Pontassi eve. Enstwc.rds of the Arno it is not known 
to what extent 6 Brit Arnd Div has been withdrawn fron 
the front and replaced by another division (4 Ind Div?) . 
Now as before 10 Ind Div (with 9 Brit /,;rey Tank Bde 
attached) co.n be nssuoed to be on both sides of the Tiber 
and with tho ric;ht wing extending to the area west of 
San Sopolcrofl i .. t tho nonent only irregular f or .oat i ons 
seen t o be in the ad j oining sector . · 

Thero o.re no indications of eny kind pointing to the 
arrival of now oneny f orI:Jations , a nd for the time 
being, therefore , no large- scale attacks are to bo 
expoctod. For this r oason Tenth Army has ordered 
tho withdrawal of 3 31, Iner Div to f m:o an /~ re ser ve• 
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25 Aug 

37 . AS far as Tenth A;rmy was concerned 25 Aug was a 
q.uiet day; the sun was shining brightly and it was very hot. 
(G. .D .s •. - 614 37 /1, Tenth Ji:rmy, .D . B, 25 Aug 44} . Gener-ala. 
v . Vietingb.off and Heidrich were on l eave (Tel cons 25 1 26 , 27 1 
28 Aug) (Photostat 981Al0 .(D205)) . entzell and Kesselring · 
were in telephonic conrn1nication at 1010 hrs : 

---

K: Whatts new with you? 

W: · Nothing SIS cial is happ ni here . So far the 
withdrawal toward$ the Red Line has proceeded 
according to plan , 

K: What do you know about the enony? 

W: We still do not see very oleai•ly. We get reports 
from one place and another , First there is a 
report fr om the Macerata area that ·something is 
happening there ; then ~ new cavalry regiment is 
supposed to have appeared before 4 Inf Div. 

K: 

K: 

But just because the situati on is so obscure 
we want to withdraw sonothing into reserve. 
Our intm tion is to withdraw one half of 334 Inf 
Div by 30 Aug , and if all goos well we want to 
withdraw the whole Divi~'on. 

That would be very desirable •• • . . 

Otherwise nothing of inportanoe? 

.. 

W: v'th.erwise nothing . We must now watch carefully 
what he is .doing .. Oll t ho 1~driatic . When he S·eos 
Heidrichts men ·ther "ho may tako his for ces 
further inland. 

(G. M.D.S. - 61437/7, Tenth Army , W.D.B, ·APpx 20-25,~ug , Appx 
544 , tel cons 25 Aug) (Photostat 981AlO. (D205)) . 

38. AP~rt from an unusual nunbor of docunont s dealin 
with the dispatch of personnel to vari us training courses , 
the day's r e cords include the dotai ls for a la.r e confer enoe 
called by Tenth Arny for 30 Aug to de· - w:i. th tho problens that 
would arise in the event of a sudden rash of traffic across the 
River Po (ibid ; .Appx 553) (Photost t 981AJ.O.(D228 ))(see also 
para 73 beIO.WT. -The Allied air attacks on the Ravenna - Ferrara 
Bologna trian e had now assWilOd soriJus proporti ons , and in 
addition to the constant strenn of reports of nor destruction , 
word had been rooei ved that tho bi railro d br :idgo north of 
Ferrara had been destroyed. Tenth Jl.":ny notified O.B.SW that th-0 
work of repair was going on by day c.J.d ni t nd that fourteen 
anti-airo.raft batteries were now detailed for tno protection 
of the bridge (ibid, . px .?55 )(Photoatat 9Bi.uo . {D229)) • 
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THE Bi.'PI'LE OF RI MINI ( 25 JJJG - 21 SEP) 

Dispositions of Tonth and Fourtoonth Arm.ios on 25 Aug 

39 . According to Tenth :.rmyt s situation map for 24 and 
25 Aug tho divisions on the land front of thv i\:rmy from l eft to 
right were thon deployed in th0 following ord~r ; tho location of 
headquarters i s given in brackets : 

TENTH .. ·aRMY (Pizzocalvo , 12 km uo.st of Bologna ) 

76 Pz Corps (Grudara ) 

1 Paro. Div 
71 Inf Div 

5 Mtn Div 

(S . Pietro , noo.r Calibuno) 
(Monto Gridolfo , as of 25 _1.ug ) 
(Maccrato. Foltria) 

(In process of being thinned out 
ponding roliE>f by 278 Inf Div . ) 
(~Q 278 Inf Div a t Mcrc~tino cs of 
25 Aug ) 

51 Mtn Corps (Bertinoro) 

114 Mtn J"g Div 
44 Inf Div 

305 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 

715 Inf Div 

(Badia Todnlda ) 
(Balza ) 
(Badia Pro.t agli o. ) 
(Casale ) 

(preparing for withdrawal 
to form an Army Rosorvo) 

(l km oust of inter - army 
boundary at s . Biagi o , 
south of Vicchio ) 

(G . M.D. s . - 61437/19 , Tenth J.:rmy, W.D. 8, sit maps 
20- 29 Aug, sit map 24 and 25 Aug t:-4 ) (Photostat 
9811..io . (D230a )) 

Tho section of tho above mo.p showing tho dispositions of tho l eft 
wing of 76 Pz Corps o.ppoe.rs in photostatic form as ii,ppcndi x ''F" 
to this r eport (ibid ) (Photostat 981 . .'J.O. (D230b ) ) . In the absence 
of any ovidonco toth.c contraxy, Corps Wi tthooft under direct 
command of Tenth J.rmy with 162(Turc) Inf Div end 98 Ini' Div is 
presumed unchanged i n the co~stc.l cxoa from Cattolica to Ravenna ; 
unchanged also is Venetian Coast Cor.nn_nd. (ns shown in J..ppx 11; .. 11 

to this report) . 

~,o . The f ro:itlino divisions of Fourteenth /,:rmy from tho 
intor-~rmy boundary to the Tyrrh~ni~ So~ w0ro disposed as 
follows : 

1 Pera Corps 

3.56 I nf Div 
4 Pe.re Div 

362 Inf Div 
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14 Pz Cor ps 

26 Pz Div . 
67 Inf Div 
16 s .s . Pz Gren Di,/i 

(G. M.D. S . - 62241/3 , Fourteenth J.:rny , s i t naps 1 Jul - 30 Sep , 
sit nap 25 Aug 44 ) 

I n connection wi th the above l ine- up it I!lUSt be noted that 26 
Pz Div had been warned in the afternoon of 24 hug , and during 
the norning , aft ernoon and earl y evening of 25 Aug had received 
prosrcssive ly detail ed orders for i :cu:.iediato withdrawal fron the 
front und assenblinB near Inola as an /Joy Group Reserve . 
(G. M.D.s . - 62241/5 , Fourtoonth Arny, lff .D . 4 , l~PPX 17 JUl - 30 
Aug 44 , foli os 844~ , 846 , 846a ) (Photost at 981J..10 . {D231 }} 

Across the Metnuro and to tho Foglia Ri ver (25/26 - 29 Aug ) 

26 J._ug 

41 . In pursuance of the order fron 0 .B . SW for Tenth 
J.:rcy to wit-hdraw w tho Red Line (para 26 above ) , during the 
night 25/26 Aug 76 Pz Corps was on tho oove f r on the positi ons 
along the Me t auro river i n the direction of this l ine , which i n 
fact was the outpost arouof t ho Groen Li no . 

42 . Tho crossin5 of the Motauro river by the advance 
olenont s of l Cdn Inf Div during the last ninety ninutes of 25 
AU:3 was therefore unopposed and the earl y exploi tation pas t 
tho Vi a Flaninin to Sorrungarina and Saltaru di d not resul t i n 
fiGhtinr. contact wit h 2 Bn 211 Gr on Regt (71 Inf Div} , then 
novi ng ahead of the Canadians in thJ eenoral di rection of 
Monbaroccio , The front lino of 7 6 Pz Corps as at 1000 hrs 26 
J"ug was recorded by Tenth J.:rny on a special nap , which is being 
pernanontl~ retained by Hist Sec (G .S . ) in photostatic forn 
(G. M.n . s . - 61437/19 , Tenth J..rn y , ·:: .n.8, sit naps 20- 29 r .. u$ , 
sit nap 76 Pz Corps 1000 hrs 26 AUG 44) (Photostat 9811..io . (D232 )) . 
A photostatic copy i s also being r et a ined of the situation nap · 
of 51 Mtn Corps for the sano day {ib i d } {Photos tat 98l .A.10 ,{D233) ). 

. -
43 . Gcrnan opposition to the advance of the Canadi an 
units on that duy was not substantial and consi.stod nainl y of 
spor adic rearguard actions , Considerab l e interest however 
attaches to the reactions at higher l evels to the surprising 
dovol opnonts in the Adriatic sector . The subject is dealt with 

l! I n tho reser ve of Fourt eenth 1'..rny at the t i ne wor e 29 Pz Gren 
Div ond 20 G . ~·._ . F . J i v . 3 Pz Gron Div was then being conc en
trated at Ver ona for transfer [ to O .B .west ] via the Brenner 
Pass . The Divisi on conpleted l oading on 27 Aug and fron then 
on was unavailable for cor:n:l.itncnt by o .B.SVI; it was still 
avai l able in tho cvoninc o f 25 Aug ,when in r esponse to t-b.e 
r eport of on J..lliod l anding at Ravenna o .B.SW alor tod 26 Pz 
Div and 3 Pz Gren Div for innedi a to transfer to Tenth !.:ray. 
Tho report proved to be unfounded o.nd the or dGr was cancel led 
at 2315 hr s (G;M.D. S. - 62241/l , Fourteenth J..:rr:iy , W.D. 4, 24 
and 2 5 AUG 44 } • 
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below i n sone detail by the prosentation of n series of excer pts 
fron tho record of the day ts te l ephone conversations (G . M.D.S, -
61437/8 , Tenth Jl:rny , W.D. 8 , .Appx 572 , tel cons 26 Aug 44)(Photo
stat 981AJ.O. (D205) ) : 

0900 hrs 

1025 hrs 

Wentzell - Runkel (Gernan synopsis ) 

Tho eneny arti11·ery has been v ery active . 
accor ding t o the conputations of the 
artillery observation unit , 25 1 000 shells 
havo been fircd<n the l eft wing of the 
Corps . Thero has been no infantry action 
so far . Hoidrich9s l oft wing is still in 
tho old positions. Where tho fir eworks t ook 
pl ace everybody had left . Ono can see from 
these f ir ewcrks that the eneny is concentrat 
in3 nore end nar c on the j oint between the two 
divisions . That aroa nust be nade secure ••• 
Sonotbing is happening on the front of 5 Mtn 
Div; t he enomy pictur e there has changed . The 
/!Xny thinks that 4 Ind Div is there . 
According t o the infornntion now on hand at 
Corps headquarters tho r econnaissance battalion 
of 4 I nd Div seems t o b e thoro . Whether the 
whol e outfit is t here we shall sec during the 
next f ew days . 

Tho paratroopers are now being strengthened ; 
thG Division has received 2, 000 r einforcenonts . 
Hei drich docs not . intend to col!!Ill t those 
beforo 15 Sep ; sit uation pernitting he nay 
woll do so . Seei ng the paratroopers there , 
tho oneny nay turn i nland . But c. of s . 
believes that within three t o f our days natt ers 
on t ho Corps front will cone t o a h eo.d ; he is 
worried about Hoppe rs sector [t he s ector where 
278 Inf Div was apout to r elieve .5 Mtn Div ]. 

Wentzell - Berlin& 

On the whole there i s nothing speci al . In the 
sector of 1 Furn Div o. British major from 1 
Brit Div has been taken prisoner . What that 
moans is not clear . It is possib l e that 1 
Brit Div hns been moved the r e through 8 Ind 
Div.•. 

H BERLIN , Hor mann, G. s . c ., then·c . of s . 51 Mtn Corps , 
{1\Ppointod 25 Jul , r elie ved v . Kl i nckowstrom.1 nnd assumed 
functions on 14 J'"ug , appointed c. of s . 40 Pz Corps on 
15 Sop , r elinquished functions as c. of s. 51 Mtn Corps 
on 22 Sop , was succeeded in that appointment on the same 
day by G/ffiTMAYR , Geor g , Col , G.s .c ., previous ly a section 
chief in /!Xmy Gener a l Staff , Q.M.G. Branch.(G . M.D. s . -
62298/2 , 51 Mtn Corps , Personnel Section, Report for 
August 1944, f"1>PX 8, 14 hUg 44 ; G. M.n .s . - 63606, 51 Mtn 
Corps , Personnel Section, Report ·far September 1944, f ol 
284 , 1.5 Sop ; hPPX 1? 1 22 Sep 44) . 
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On the coast a Pole has be n taken prisonor , 
who statos that they have been relieved by 
British fo rmations9 , 

entzoll - Roettiger 

J .. t Rac.pke's centr o, nea.r ntefelcino, they 
have taken a prisoner from 46 Brit Inf Div , 

Vle!l, woll , 

/:Jld so this Adriatic business becomes ever 
moro serious • 

• • • 
W: y ~stcrdny , the Polo who was taken prisoner 

on the coo.st stated that British ·ror.nn tions 
wore arriving there too , Th t cannot bo a 
rcferonco to 6 Brit Inf Div , 

R: It 1ID.1St bo anothe formntion , 

Yos , o e have boon busy trying to figure 
out what force~ ho could bring into action ; 
it ill b.., t~n or clove divisions , 

R: To do that ho would ha.vo to round up overy
thing, 

W: That is what he does ; he did thn same at 
Cassino , Tho question now is whother he in
tends to execute a straight lo.nd operation or 
n combined ono ••o 

~ Tho first recorded rcforunco to tho statements of the Polish 
prisoner was mad at 1025 hrs 26 .. ug . Th .... rcafter t is subject 
was ropoatodly mentioned during the day , This prisoner may 
ha.vo been captured on 24 u n.s Prctzell says ( 11Thc Battle of 
Rimini 11 , o cit , (para 9 above) page 11 or transl"'tion) , or , 
as sooms mor'Q""]'robablc , on 25 u0 , but the infornntion obtained 
from him a.s c..ppo.rcntly not availa le t hi her headquarters 
until tho morning of 26 .. ug . In this connectio it might be 
notod that tho lirmy's Int lligcnc e Summary for hugust 1944 does 
not carry any rof ranee to prisoners made or ·nterrogated on 
24 or 25 ug , but for 26 ..ug ca.rries tho following ontries : 

From prisoners tho first news has boon received of tha 
roliof of 2 Pol Corps by British formations • ••• In 
vi ow of the fact that Cano.di ans have bc:ion captured , 
oonni t nont of 1 Cdn Corps must be roclconed with • •• 

(G.M.D.S. - 61439/11 ' Tenth ii.rm.v, W.D.8, Int file 
Jugust 1944 ) (98ll.lu .. fD23'l , 

(Not : Tho nbovc Intelligence Summary , though rather poor 
o the wholo (para 18 a.bove) , in this po:rticUle..r case s oms 
to support tho eight of evidence pointing to tho conclusion 
that t 's important inforE10tion was not available prior .to 
26 ... ug) 



1650 hrs 

R: 

- 22 -

How did you arri v at 
el even divisions? 

o figure of ton or 

W: At tho present time the following are not 
oommitt ·d : 1 Cdn Corps , 5 Brit Corps , 6 ·south 
11.trioun JJ'mourod , 42 , 4o , 56 and 57 Divs ••• 

R: In that case he would havo to put in every
thin ho has . 

i : Th t is what h doos . 

R : Do s he really do that? 

W: If ho could t eroby collapse our oastorn wing. 
That he will go for the eastern wing - which 
is what one certainly must xpect - is after 
all exactly t ho manner i n which an operation 
ought to be conducted in order t o ••• 

R: The dir action is tho right one , all right • •• 

ontzoll - jor Schnell (Ops Offr 76 Pz Corps) 

(German synopsi s) 

Tho cnCily is attacki 1i th 46 Brit Div in the 
boundary aroo. between Ti i...J.f Div and l Po.ro. Div . 
It c an be a.ssUI:J.ed that he believos our withdrawal 
to bo to tho Groen Line , and that he is t herefore 
i n close pursuit so s to smash us before we re ch 
that lino . This also expl eins t he strong bombing 
attacks on tho Gr een Lino , particulclrl y wost of 
Posa.re , in 15 - 20 waves of 6 - 12 aircraft each . 
c. of s . sks for the Corps ' epprecintion of the 
situati on . Th Corps still believes that tho a ttack 
will be :.J.a.lted . It st not happen that t he enel!ly 
reach s the Groen Lino before we do . Vi eth r t he 
Corps will fall back to the R d Line during the night 
Sch . docs not know. 

1710 hrs Went zell - Kesselring 

K: How do things l ook ~ith you? 

W: I think thnt it is t:.,oinc, to be quite an affair on 
tho J.1.dri ati c coast ,. The Bri tish have appoo.red 
on Raapke ts front , and now , a t this very moment , 
co es the news that the Canadians a.re said to 
hnvo appear d exactl ~+ ~hP. ~oint between Heidrich 
and Raapko . Prisoners n ve oe n b r ought in too . 
Hoi drich t s battalion co ·~~ der swears by his head 
that they n o Canadinns e But t at nu.st first be 
d finitely con.fir e • - J..lso the boo.bing pettarns 
which hav b on reported today s w that so thin 
.is eoinc. on there , and thc.t th enemy has c. defini to 
pr j oct in view . .nd the irmenso air activity which 
has b oen going on tho whole do.y in Raapke ' s and 
Hoidrich 9s sectors over the area forward of the 
Groon Lino and over tho Lino itself points to tho 
so.no thi ng . Ono must assume that ho h!ls something 
big in view in order to snnsh us oven bef or we 
roach the Groen Lino . 
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K: What is tho situati on o.t pr esent end what do you 
noke of it? 

W: I f eel t hat we hnvo been lucky with our withdrawal 
s inc e it pr eserved us from being caught in the 
artillery barr age . · I expect that ho will f ollow 
with strong f orces. 

K : Rogardinc transfer of £>.Uti - tank woo.pons[from 51 
Mtn Corps to 76 Pz CorpsJ c•• soncthing nu.st be 
done nll right . 

W: Yes , but unfortunately we have no ~ir r ooonnais
sanco with which to find out what is hc.ppcning 
i n the ronr areas . In this rospect we a r o onco 
norc totally blind • 

• • • 
K : Ji:r o you i n contact with the Ji.ray Connandor ? You 

oust certainly di scuss this with hi n . 

W: I spoke to hi n thi. s norning about i t . 

K: Hes Heidrich r eturned yot? 

W: Yesterday he V/8.S net yet back. 

Wentzell - Schnell (Gero.an synopsis) 

••• .l\nd then c . of s . has heard t hat the Canadians 
c.r o thoro , though this has not yet b eon confirmed by 
a second source . Accor ding to t he troops thoy are 
supposed to be Canadians . Schnell will havo t o be 
particularly hot after this infornation, f or if they 
o.ro r eally Canadians c . of s . will have to adopt quite 
other noo.suros . For then it will be a true na jor 
operation (cine ganz grosso Lngelosonh~it) . 

Wentzell - Goricko~ 

Down t here i n tho zone or 76 Pz Corps there seoos 
to bo·a. l ot goinc; on . J,,;pparontly the eneny has 
coIJni ttod hinself there to a very lo.rgo - scale affair . 
British formations arc cor.D.itted ; possib l y also 
Co.no.di nns . Ono nust r ockon with, the possibility 
of a landing operation at Gorickets . G. shoul d bo 
on tho o. l ort ; a ll the noro as an intelligence r eport 
fron Trie ste says that sonothing is brewing thero ••• 

Wontzoll - Runkel 

(Runkel r eporti ng ) ••• Froo tho l oft a Polish 
sergeant ho.s b con brought i n , who stc.tes th::l.t they 
have boon r cl ioved by Can~di ens ••• 

Wentzell - Runkel 

••• Monba.rocchio has been l ost ••• 
Heidrich will be back i n nbout throe or f our days ••• 

* GERICKE, Col , G.s . c ., c . of s . Venetian Const CoIJO:m.d (pur a 
5 above ) 
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2320 hrs Wentzell - Berlin 

••• i...t the nor:icnt we arc in diff icult i es on the left 
wing . I n tho sectors of Heidrich and Raapke there 
is fiorco air a ctivity. In that aroa he has simpl y 
cloar od· al.1 tho ninefields before tho Groen Line fr om 
t he air . Now they nust be re- l aid hurriedl y during 
tho night and in the next few days . 

2330 hrs Wentzell - Roettiger 

• • • 
R: What o.bout tho JJ:ny comander? Did you talk with hio? 

W: I wo.s unab lo to reach hin. 

R: Tho Fiel d Marshal thinks you ought to call hin back 
[fron l o ave] . 

W: I will cul l hin on tho tel ephone tonorrow morning 
•• • 

44 . The Main Wcr Diary of Tenth Ji:rny for 26 1.ug 
carried tho following entry : 

Tino and c.gain during tho las t wooks the J..rr:iy oor:oand 
has pointed out that the next na jor oper ation of the 
onony was to bo expected on tho J.,dric.tic coast (e . g . 
tel cons 19 Jul , 24 Jul , 29 Jul , and particularly 
C. of s . Ton th J;rny \Vi th Col Beoli tz , Ops Of fr 0 . B . SW 
on 9 Aug and 10 J.ug }. During the afternoon of 26 Aug 
tho now cl c o.rly discer ni b l e oneray pi cture and t he 
noasuros t o be taken by 76 Pz Corps have boon dis
cussed with tho J·i:rny Group without for tho nonent 
ob taining thoir full agrccncnt with tho Ji:rnyt s point 
of view. 

{G. M.D. s . - 61437/l , Tenth , Vl . D. 8, 26 Aug 44 ) 

Tho above statonent in itself is true enough , but it must be 
ta.ken into account that the enrly alerIJ and "wisdon" of Tenth 
JJ:oy was in part a result of JJ.lied deception . When t he original 
intolligonce picture of an Allied build- up on the hdriatic 
finally collapsed {see H.S . Report No . 24 , paras 63 , 79), Marshal 
Kessel r i ng turned his full attention to the events on the wost 
coast and in turn suffered conplot e surprise on tho east coast 
due to tho cunul ntive effects of JJ.licd astuteness end the disnal 
failure of his own Intelligence service . 

45 . Fourteenth .A:rny know fron bitter experience what 
night happen when it had to trunsf or sone of its fornetions to 
another part of the front . Truo to forn (as well as truo to fact ), 
t ho 11ain War Dic.ry f or 26 hug carried iteDS ex-pr essing conc ern re
gardint; Alli ed intenti ons on the Ji:rny' s front . J.nd at 2345 hrs the 
/irny telephoned to /,;rny Group that agents were tlC.king t ho f ollowing 
statenents : 

(o. } The ener1y front i s t hinly held but 2 . 5 kn further 
t o tho roar r ather str ongly. 

(b} The insif;nia of the following divisions have been 
seen : New Zealand , South Jtl'rican , Canadi an 
[s ic] and 1 Greek . 
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( c) Considoro.blo c onc entr a tions of tanks in t he r e ar 
on ; on th roads heavy noter t r affic . 

(d ) I.long the roads 
anmmition . 

ca t stores of art i l l er y 

( c ) JJ..liod so1 1 · 0r s h av o sta ted on 2.5 J .. ug t hat within 
fi v dcys they v10 uld b o a t t a ck i ng in t ho direction 
of Enpoli , Sign.a r.nd Floronc o . 

(G •• n.s . - 62241/1, Fourteent h Army, W.D. 4, 26 Aug 44) 

27 ug 

4-6. T"ctic lly SJS aking t he day tas one of continued 
advances by tho l o dine; elon nt s of Eighth ·.r y i n the dire cti on 
of tho Groan Li ne . Once agai n the r e co r d s of tho te l phone con
ver s a tions a r e of particul ar inter e st b eca us e thoy reflect tho 
vi ews and op i ni ons of the cor::inruiders and t he r easons for t he 
ncasuro s t aken . In para 44 abov e it wa s sho'vVIl t hat in the 
ovoni of 26 u Tenth u:cy and Army Group i;c i ; did not see 
eye to eye i n their nppr aisal s of tho s · tuati on . On tho or n i ng 
of 27 u , c. of s . Tenth y r eceiv ed a f ur t her shock wh n after 
a f ew c a sua l r eLlarks o.r shal Kosso lrin nade t ho f oll owi. ng sta te
ncmt : 

0920 hrs 

K: 

Wentzel l - Koss lri 

1~ f ew onen ts ago I t o ld ny offic ers t hat this 
wh l o nffair gives me t e i npr cssion of a large
s calo di versi on r isi ne f r on the eno n:w ' s f ear of 
o. Gor man fl a.nkin attaclc i n t ho Wost wi t h thr oe 
to ou divi si ons i n orcer to r uin the who l o in
v as i on of S outhorn France . JJ.l tho a t tacks on 
the rail ays durin t ho l~st f ew ays , th attac ks 
on th roe. s , t h f eint at Ra v nna , e.nd now t he 
attac k on tho l ef t .'in ; o.11 the s e thin s give 
no th i npr os i on tho.t t bi s at tack will no t b o 
pro coodod with in str eng t h , but tha t tho a t tacks 
hnvo t o express objec t of tyinr. up our f orc es 
so thc.t no t h inG can o wron g in S outher n Franc e . 

lo sh 1 o.v to s o wha t today b r in s f or t h , so 
a s to find out a l so f r on pri son rs what is happon 
i n c; . 

K : Ha.ve t h ey t ak n rrn y pr ison rs? 

W: Ye s , C .., i ans end f r on 46 Brit Div . 

K : Which Cruie.dia.ns are t h oy? 

W: Wo ao not know yot . Unfortunut el y one of the 
pri sone rs i s a l.r eedy dead . They tried t o t ak 
hin back uri n g daylight · he was c ~ t in 
bo bin0 a t t ack en ki l l o • ow I have i ven 
or d-r s that tho other Cana.di ansii aro un or no 
circuns t anc c s to bo taken ba ck during tho da y . · 
Thay will no t be brought back t ill the evening . 
We do not know whore t hey ar e because Corps 
ho qua r t r s are oovi ng ••• 

ii :~c c or i n · t o c onversati ons whi ch rnr h ld later i n the day , 
tho pri so n ·T who d i ed i n tho bor:ib in · a t tack was from 46 Brit 
Di v ( !,E.~.~) • 
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K: I nn anxious to hoar what t e pri soners have 
to say o.nd whether ray assumption that it is a 
diversion will bo confirmed . 

1130 hrs ntzcll - Runkol (GcrD0.11 synopsis) 

••• Runk 1 unfortun""tely is une.bla to submit nny 
info at i on ~bout t e c adians; they rtfuse to 
s enk. P r haps th bo_o ~o the er cured brigade . 
Ef rts ust o c t o asccrtuin wheth r th y 
belong to a leXG for ti n or to this brigade. 

hccording t o t ho telephone convorsati ns the Ge rman s employed 
very shrewd interrogators (WontzGll, 1010 hrs ). The tenor of 
t~c 1 tter conversation in · cat os that t y did ot find out 
much ; fo r un.spocifiod roo.sons, o rnv r by 1810 hrs tho Gerl!le.ll.s 
felt carte.in that the prisonc s voro fro 1 Cd Inf Div , and 
ontzoll tol d Roctticor 'the.t .5 C n .L C: Div could not be fa:r 

off '"'S it w s un ik ly th 0 t tho C~a.di en Corps woul b split 
up fG •• D.S . - 61 37/8 , Tenth Lrny , · ~ :J .. 8 , '-PP 594, tel cons 
27 J"ug ) (Pho t ostat 9811"10 . (D205)) • 

47. The convEJr se.tion t 1810 hrs betwoon Wentzell and 
Roetti or , whilo too l on e.nd involved t o quot a , was tho no st 
important one of the day and , in fact , constituted a tenporary 
assunption of th leadership by Wentzell. With the consent of 
arsho.l Kessolrin (v.ho ms ear the tel phone and praised 
entzoll for his i deas} it was decided during this conversation : 

To drop t o plans for to.kin£; 33 Inf Div 
into Li:rny e s ervo ; 

To drop th plans for exchanging 98 Inf Div 
for 29 Pz Gron Div ; 

But ins ~iiead of this : 

To nov 33' Inf Div to Fourt enth J . 
' 

To ~ovc 29 Pz Gren Div to t he dr i atic coast ; 

To tiovc 26 Pz Div co lete to Tenth J .. rmy for 
coonitm nt under 76 Pz Corps (ut a tine to 
bo deternined by O. B SW); 

To l et weary 71 Inf Div c n ~e places with 
98 Inf Di • 

(Ibi d , 27 ug 44) 

48 . Durin0 the de. the ·i_nner wings of the two Corps 
ranched tho Rod Line ; ~ . 715 end 305 I f Divs nssuraed cor:JL'.le.nd 
in t huir respo ctivo portions of t h0 f ront previously contro l led 
by H . ~ . 334 Inf Di v ; H. Q. 278 Inf Div assuned cor1I".l.~nd in the 
area previously control led by H o ~, 5 ~n Div (G.M.n .s . -
61437/1 , Tent h J.,;rny, v .D . 8~ 27 J .. ug)~ . 

~ For the purpose of 
shoul d be to.k n of the 
( ) O.S Of 000 hrs 27 

nunb8r of each 1 
force . (Go . D. S . 
24 Aug 4 ) 

note 

ug tho nunber t elev nt was edded to th 
e squar OL t c nap 1 :100, 000 , then in 

- 61437 /7 , Tenth .rny, ·1.D . 8, J. px 506 , 

(b) As of 0901 hrs 27 Aug reports to hrr::J.Y Group we r e coded on 
tho basis of t h nap 1 : 200,000 , then in force . (G. M. D. S . -
61437/1, Tent .,;roy, ~D , 8, 27 ue 44 ) 
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49 . • tabulntion of tho nu: er and types of anti -
tank weapons with tho divisionsof Ponth rmy was prepared by the 
J.;rr:iy t s Senior JJnoured Of~icer on 27 _ug (G. M.D.S . - 61437/8 , 
Tenth J;rny , W.D. 8 , Appx 26 - 30 Aug, ppx 603 , 27 tu 4L,.) (Photostat 
981 8-0 . (D23~)) . t that t · , pri o:r to the arrival of the foro-
tions dispatched to stronBthon the loft wing of the J..:rmy , 76 Pz 

Corps was in possossion of th following : 

-- -
?6 Pz Corps Total Of these 

( cxcl .5 tn Div ; incl 278 Inf Div) fit for 
use 

Heavy anti-.tank guns , sclf-:propall~d 3 27 
-

Heavy anti - tank uns , trac tor - dravm 7 6 

Panther tanks (o.11 with 1 Bn 4 Pz Regt ) 33 20 

Heavy anti - tank . ns on 11R inoceros" .5 .5 
(tank chassis Mark IV) 

JiJJ. ti -tank , n 39 ( ? ) 9 2 

Panther turrets 9 4 

11.sso.ult l].l.nS (Italian) 1 7 15 

Lssault ,,uns {Gornan ) 14 ? 

-- -- ~ -

Grand Total 137 86 
I 

28 1Ug 

.50 . The viuorous pressure G ortod by the Canadians 
on the i nor win s of 71 Inf and 1 Par Divs caused the infantry 
ol n nt s of ?l Inf Div to fs.lt r . It w0 s then realized on ell 
levels that the do.ngor of an innedia-i;o brea.k- throu h v.ould be 
very groat , should ·(jho Canadian': roach tho Gr een Line sinul tan
eouoly with tho rotToatinG Gor s a:id before subst tial reserves 
could r c ch and an t c critical orti0n f the line . The surprise 
a.chi cvcd y t e Ei ;ht: ;,my h or ·at ec1 a no st awkward si tue.tion 
for the eneuy , and a Lr 0 ut part of the day's telephone conv r 
sations dealt ~~th t ho problen of asce ~ ~ining which units , if 
any, could be nov d up fa.st enough t;o ,~rvo as a stop gap • 

.51. ccor i 5 to Tenth · '"lY s situation nap for 28 
and 29 · ug , the Gornan f orces , then P. l'ev. niles south of the 
FoGlia r·ivor , and r a.d ually falling back to the Green Line sector 
M:>ntocchio - asteria Nuova - Bor o S Maria , were , fron left to 
ricµt : 

1 Dn 4 Pare e ·t (1 Para Div ) 
2 Dn 211 Gron ReGt (71 Inf Div ) 
1 Dn 194 Gron Re t (71 Inf Div) 

on , c.nd Just across t o boun ary \lith '6 Brit Div vas 171 Fd 
Rcpl Dn (71 Inf Div ) , (G •• D.S . - 6ltr37/19, Tenth Jirn.y , .D. 8, · 
sit LlD.ps 20- 29' Lue , sit no.p 28 nnd 29 Aug 44 ) (Photostat 98 1Al0 ~ 
(D236) ). In a telophono conversation be tween W ntzoll a.nd 
Rootticor , et 2220 hrs , it was then reported t t by tho evening 
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76 Pz Corps had f ounc it necessary to dispatch tho two reserve 
battalions of 1 Fern Div t o tho area cast of s . Angel o , in order 
t o bolster t ho weakening units of 71 Inf Div (G . M.D. s . - 61437/8 , 
Tenth J,;rny, W.D. 8 , J~px 617 , tel cons 28 Aue 44 )(Phot ostat 981AlO. 
(D205 )) . 

52 . By nidday 28 Aug M~rshal Kesselring had evidently 
chD.Il{;OO. his opinion rce;o.rdint; tho natur e of the attack (par a 46 
~bovc ) ; et 1235 hrs he s~id to Wentzell : 

••• Di o Sacho an linken Fluegel erscheint Dir doch 
GOf o.ohrlich ••• 
(Frooly, but faithfully interpreted : "I now agree 
with you thc.t t he r..attor on the coast is danger ous 11 .) 

.53 . . Sonehow durine the day a copy of Lt-Gen Sir Oliver 
Leesot s nessaga t o t he troops (C . M.H.Qo Report No , 187, para 56 ) 
had been captured by the Ger nans , and by tho end of the day the 
Gernan conno.ndors were convinced of its authenticity , wor e 
discussinc; its t ext ~d inplications , fron its distributi on lis t 
had gather ed t he conposition of l Cdn c.nd 5 Brit Corps , and had 
concluded that it woul d now be safe and appr opriate t o shift the 
r!ain wei cht of tho /i:rny to t he Adri Ptic (ibi d ). In the meantine 
Genoro.l v . Vietinshoff had r eturned from l eave , and on the 
occasion of his first conversation wi th General Horr , at 2235 hrs 
we.s tol d : 

On t he basis of the captured docU.I:lent it i s now 
certain that tho oneLJY intends to carry out a big 
push to the plains of the Po , 

.54 . The "Fina l J..pprecio.tion of t he Day 11 in t he Ma.in 
Wa:r Diary of Tenth J.:rny r ead o.s f ollows : 

No fiGhtinG of consequence at the front of 
.51 rntn Corps . Tho withdrawal movonont with the 
ob j octivo of releasing additional fornati ons 
of 334 Inf Div i s proceeding accor di ng to pl an . 

Ji.t t ho front of 76 Pz Corps the direction of 
t ho thrust and tho cnooy?s intention nr o becoming 
clearly discornibl o. By conmitting f r esh f orm-
ati ons (Canadians and Bri tish in place of t he Pole s), 
ond by superi or wciGht of aruourod and air f orn
~tions , ho is seeking to destroy our f or neti ons for 
wc.rd of tho Green Line , with the ob je c ti ve of then 
quickly passing throurh t~1e Green Line in the 
diraction of Ri nini . In the sector of 71 Inf Div 
the enony succeeds in breaki ng through as far as t he 
line 3 ko east of Molinello del Bosco - just east of 
S . J.ngol o , c.nd i n tho sector of 1 P'."...ra Div he breaks 
throuBh t o n point west of J..rzi lla . J..s e continuation 
of tho attacks is ox ectod a r ove.l is i ven f or 

ne Green Lino . Ono 
a ion ron z Div an one r oei nont a l e;ro up 

98 Inf :;)iv t o b o novcd up hurri edly to f orn a 
Cor ps r eserve . Furthormor e , three addi tional Fl ak 
battal i ons to bo novod up to t he Corps f or def once 
aGe.i nst the constant nir nt te.cks . 

(G. M.n .s . - 614:?7/l , Tenth Army , w.n . 8, 28 Aug 44) 
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55 . The nest i nportont orders of the day a r e bei ng 
rotaincd in photostatic form : 

981Al0 . (D23? ) O.B.SV to Tenth /;;rmy 204.5 hrs 

~ y authorized to withdraw ?l Inf Div 
o.nd 1 Pa.re. Div to Green Line . 

Jccelorntcd concentration of 26 Pz Div 
noe..r Cesena. 

l Bn 9 Pz Gren Regt , 1 Bn 6? Pz Gren Regt , 
1 Bn 93 .b:rty Re t (all of 26 Pz Div) to be 
te~porarily under comr:::.e.nd of ?6 Pz Corps 
for cornnitnent at front . 

(G.M.n.s. - 61437/8, Tenth .ti:rny, w.D.8, 
28 Jlug 44 ) 

px 26- 31 Aug , APPX 618, 

98 i.10 . (D238) 

981/J.O. (D239 ) 

981 W.. O. (D240 ) 

Tenth ny to 76 z Corps 211 0 hrs 

ithdrawul Order . Green Line to be defended 
to last nan . 

(Ibid , Appx 621 ) -
Tenth Jirny to 76 Pz Corps and Corps Witthoeft 
1350 hrs 

Reinforced 290 Gren Regt (98 Inf Div) to 
roach positions in Green Line during night 
29/30 :ug . 

Tontb. ;rny to 76 Pz Corps 

{Ibid , 

2030 hrs 

px 597) 

~ ploynent of elo .ents 26 Pz Div tenporarily 
under co wd . 

(~, ppx 620) 

56 . On 28 Aug the cor:n::'.lnn.d r of Fourteenth Army advised 
Kosse lrinb of the i ncreasi nG enony preparations for an attack 
on both sides of Florence . Ho pointed out that none of the 
divisions at tho front were nochanized , end that a withdrawal 
nov nent in ord r t o be successful would therefore have to be 
carried out before e o pressure dovelope • In view of this , 
an of the situation on the ;driatic coast , Arny Group now gave 
orders for Fourteenth /Jny to fall back to the Green Line in 
sevcra.l planned novenents o Fourteenth Ju:oy deci ded to fall back 
to the Hans i (interncdiat0 ) Line durinb the night 30/31 AUG 
(G . M .~ . s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth J~my, W.D. 4, 28 fUG 44} . 
Kossclrin t s fornal rdcr to both b.rnies for the adual wi th-
drawal to t o Groen Linc was issued at 0030 hrs 29 ug . 
photostatic copy and a translation of the ocunent uppee.r as 
.J\ppendi x 11Gn to this r eport (G •• D . S . - 62241/5 , Fourteonth 
Arny, l . D. 4 f px i7..:-;o iiuc , Folio 048b , 29 ; ·uf; 44) (Photostat 
981JJ.0 . ( D241 J ) • 

29 Aug 

57 . On this day the retreatinb divisions of 76 Pz 
Corps crossed tho FoGlia Rive • In connection with the deveLop
nents in this area , the 11Finul J ppreoio.tion of the Day 11 in the 

nin -War Diary of Tenth /Joy contained the following ronnrk : 



- 30 -

Tho withdrawal of 76 Pz Corps to the Green Line 
hc.s been carried out . D sp i to sharp engagements 
with the hotly pursuinG ~neny it was possible to 
suvo all heavy weapons . The coning day will be 
an excepti onally crave one for the reason that 
in spite of all acceleration the approaching 
r eserves cannot becono effective before 30 ~ug . 

Durin0 the l est f ew days our · nefi elds forward 
of the Green Line - no doubt betrayed by agants -
have bee s sta atice.lly and off actively 
destroyed by successive wo.vos of eneey bonbers . 

(G . • .s . - 61 37 /1 , Tenth J.;r , ! . D . 8 , 29 u g 44) 

.5 • Tenth ireyt s final situetion report for the day-
was iesuod at about nidni~_;ht 29/30 u :, • ·.t that tine the 
appr oe chinG reserves were reported i the followi ereas : 

26 ·pz Div 

l Bn 9 Pz Gren ReGt 

1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt 
1 Bn 93 Pz trty Rogt 

2 Bn 67 Pz Gren ReGt 

Elenents of Tk Bn 
3 Coy En ;r Bn 

Div H. Q. 

east of S . M. del M:>nte 

3 kn nor th- west of S .M. del 
Monte 

on aarch to s . M. dol Monte 

s:>uth- east of Cesena 

Roncofreddo 

Dalanco of Division to r each the area 
of Cesena during ni ht 29/30 Aug 

98 Inf Div 

Battl e Group 290 Gren ReGt between Eb0 Gio Berni 
an Vericchio {on rch to Saludeccio) 

(G •• n.s . - 61437/ 8, Tenth J>ny, ·1.n . O, J px 26- 31 Aut; , 1.ppx 
641 1 TnGesneldun J 29 · 44 ) (Photostat 9 18.0. (D209)) 

59 . Tine c.nd space of course were elen nts hich 
coul not bo ovorconc by nere orders an co s , and during 
tho whole o.y General 'fentzoll had nisGivin5s and feared that 
too little ~oul~ cone too late . Tine ruid again in lon t elephone 
conversatio s ho sought to entic J..:rny Group to nave nore f orces 
to t c critical sector and to take a chence further up the coast 
whore probably nothing was boi - to heppen . But the experience 
at t ho Gari - iano front with tho subsequent e barrassnent a.t 
..nzio had not b con for ..,ott n {Hist S c Report o . 20, para 21) ; 
tho /:Joy Group wus unwilling to ~ 1 , d no furt er o '"'Sures 
woro tc.kcn on t at e.y . The s te.r;o was sot ; soon me oppo sin 
forces woul eet hea - on , an the outco "'e of the battl e DiGht 
well ccido the f'urther course of the ce.npci in Italy. 

Tho Gothic Line (Green Line I) 

60 . The -one ral l ocation anc. the nilitary significance 
of the Gothic Ll..ne have been an~ly described in J..llied narratives 
and noed not bo r evi ewed i n this report . In lied literature 
tho torn Gothic Lin has frequently boen used in a dual sense , 
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f irs tly t o descr i be one spe cific l ino of the whol e s ys tem of 
Gor na.n dof onc os on t ho height of t ho Apenni nes and , s econd l y , for 
the whole compl ex of these defences. The SJ;>eoific line was the 
Gothic Lino proper , the Gornan in Defonce Line extendinG f r om 
?esaro alonG tho hoi -hts of tho north bank of the Foglia River an 
thence across the pcninsule to the Tyrrhenian Sea at a point 4 kn 
sou th- o.st of rin,.... di Carro.re. . The Ger none for thi s 
nrticulfil' lino at tho tine of tho br aching was : Gr een Line I. 

(For Groen Lino I I ,.... i.oini position seo paras 90 and 119 bel ow . , 

61. To tho Gornans tho Gothic defences wor e lmown 
by a succession of nfillOS . Prior to 2.5 J r 4·~· they wor e lmovm a s 
tho 11 J ponnino Posi t i on 11 , from 2.5 Apr to 1 .5 J un as tho "Gothic 
Pcsitionu , nftor 16 Jun as tho ''Groen Line" ( sec Hist Soc Repor t 

o . 20 , o.ra 62f ). ~ ~rk on the efencc positions pro ssed , 
the oriuina.l a trcction of a lino as a last barrier e.inst 
p netrution of the Lonbnrd l ain fron tho Sout h us replaced by 
the reality of u systc of defences in do~th , en the individual 
.ua.jor ·positi ons were then · van the nanos referred to i n para 60 
above . 

62. The first or der to authorit i es b elow the highest 
pl anning l ev l s in conne ction with the creation of a d ef ence line 
i n the /.:p nnin regi ons was apparentl y dispatched by tho German 
High Comrnr•nd to J.:rmy Group "B 11 on 27 Jul 43 in a list of tasks 
which included tho item: 

••• R connoi tring and prepo.r tions for the 
dcv lopm nt and occupntion of the ·ponnine 
position . 
( 981SOM. (D79F ) 1 "The I t alian Campai gn", ~ 
~. Chap 4, P• 14 } 

/.,ccording t o tho so.m source thi work at the.t time was b oing 
c~riod out by H. • 51 kftn Corps (~) . 

63 . /hen a.rmy Group "B" {Rommel ' s Headquarters ) was 
moved to Franco lato in Novo bar 1943 , Mn.rshnl Kesselring , on 
21 Nov 43 , assumed control of the whole Germnn sphere in the 
Itali an thoutro of war (H. S . Report No . 18 , par a 105 ) and ther e
b y boca.m.o r esponsib l e for t he further developmen t of t he APennine 
dof oncos . Not a gr eat deal was done i n thi s r espec t until af ter 
tho l anding at J.nzio, when Fourteenth ~my was moved to the front , 
and 1..rmoogrupp v . Zo.ngcm as oroa.t d for the pu rpose of guarding 
tho Itnl i an coast north of the li o Cecina - Porto Recanati. On 
24 Jan 44 Kesselring dir octed J..rmcogruppc v • Zang on : 

To carry on with tho utmost energy the con
struction work on the Jponnino position and 
on tho coastal fronts . 

(H.s . Roport No. 20, par a 25 ) 

64. Retarded by di fficult i es of procurement and handi-
c~pp d by otb r factors , c onstruc ti on work procoeded i n som what 
l eisurely fashion until 2 Jun 44 , when the breaching of the 
Caesar Lino nnd the imminent fall of Rome impell d the German 
High Conm:.o.nd to issue a. comprehansiv o order for the acceler ated 
dcv6lopmcnt of the Gothic Linc (H . S . Report No . 24 , paras 27 -
30 ). In Gorman r ·cords this order was frequently rofor rod to as 
11Tho Gothi c Ordor 11 • 1 .. photostntio copy o.nd o. tro.ns l ntion of thi s 
documont huvo appoarod s J.,ppendix "Eu to H.S. Report No . 24. 
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65 . Kesselringts order for tho reconnoitring end 
propnrntion of a second lino (Groen Line II) about 15 - 20 km 
behind Groen Lino I , wus i s sued on 3 Jul 44 (G . M.D.S. - 61438/6 , 
Tenth J..;rmy, W .D .8, fJ>PX vol 280, Green Line , Misc Docs) (Photostat 
9811..10. (D242) ) . The l ast general order of 0 .B .SW i:n. connection 
with work on the Gothic dofonces was issued on 11 /Lug 44 : 

Vierk on the Green Line - including the depth 
of tho position - must be furthered i n such 
a manner as to make t he position fully r eady 
for occupancy ns 01' 1 Sop 44 . Whother the 
lino will be occupied before or after 1 Sop 
depends on t ho situation. O. B. SW. 

(Ibid t Ops .5.593/94 , 11 JLug 44 )(Photostat 9811..lO. 
(ITroJ) 

66. Tho scope of t he v..ork done by 28 hUg 44 in Tenth 
J.:rmy' s portion of the Gothic dcfonces was shown in a r epor t to 
O.B.SW on 3 Sop 44 (G . M.D.S. - 61438/6 , Tenth llXmy, VT .D. 8 , vol 
28f of /i.ppx , Green Lino , Misc Docs , i tom dated 3 Sep 44 ) (Photo
stat 981Al0 . (D248)) . Ji.ccording to tbi s document t he s i tuation 
i n this respect was as follows : 

Under 
Typo of I nstnllation Completed Constr Projected 

Nests of Resistanc e 10 2 
Machine Gun Positions 2, 375 272 89 
Circular Emplacarnonts f or M.G. 73- ·3 
/.:rmourod Mo.chino Gun Nests 16 
Tank Gun Turrets (1 & 2 om guns) 18 1.5 13 
Panther Turrets 4 18 7 
Itc.linn Ta.nks in Fixed Positions 8 
i i. tk Gun, llartar & J..sl t Gun 

Positions 479 131 4.5 
Shelters 2, 267 706 167 
Shelters , Minod 90 26 2 
Ccvos 27 21 ... 
110 . T. " St col Shelters 22 
Infuntry Observation Fonts 153 40 8 
Smnll Dugouts and Shel ters 
Connocting Trenches (metr os ) 

1 , 201 
1 , 253 

11.5 31 

J.rtillory Obsorvction Posts 
wi. th Shel tor 166 12 4 

J.:rtillory Posit i ons 119 5 
Shelters for Crows or /'1!ll?luni ti on 

in above 119 20 
A tk Ditches (aotros) 8 , 944 
A tk ~!all (metros ) 160 
Numbor of "T" Mi.nos l aid 72 , 517 
Miscellaneous Obstacles 2 
Proparo1 Positi ons for Bazookas 2 
Nunbor of 118 II rt.lines l ai d 23 , 172 
\"Tiro Obstacles (metres ) 114, 170 13 , 570 27 , 200 
Trip Wire Enganglc.rn.ents (oetres} 3 , 200 
Rifl emcnt s Positions 

(Trees & Branches) 16 , 006 
Defensive Flrunc- throwors 9 
Roads Constr ucted (m.otres ) .53 , 209 2, 500 

(Ibid) -
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67 . In connection with the Groen Line , photostatic 
copies of tho f ollowing German documents are.being retained: 

98UZ. (D37 ) (Introduced in H. S. Repor.t No . 24, para 27) 

Jirmeegruppo v . Zangen 7 May 44 
Construction Sectors of GOthic Line from 
Adriatic to Tyrrhcnian See 

(G. M.D. S . - 64839/8 , W.D • .Armeegruppe v . 
Zangen) 

981AJ.O.(D244 ) Tenth /i:rmy August 1944 

Final course of Green Linea I and II i n ar ea 
of Tenth /IJ:my (traced on British map 
1 :100 1 000 by Cartographic Sub-Section DHS) 

(G. M. n .s . - 61438/5 , Tenth Army, W.D. 8 , vol 
280 of hPPX , Green Line , Misc Docs) 

981AlO.(D245) Fourtoonth Arr"JY August 1944 

Successive Defence Ll.nos from Heinrich (i..rnc ) 
Linc to Green Lino in a r ea of Fourteenth 
Ji:roy 

(G. M.n . s . - 62241/3 , Fourteenth Army, w.n . 4, 
sit n:i.ps , trace from Gor.mnn master me.p ) 

981AlO.(D246) To~th J.rny 2 Jul 44 

Groen Line I - J .. drio.tic Sector (Trace 
1 : 2501 000 ) J..nti - tunk Installations, Tank Gun 
Turrets and J.rmourod M~chine Gun Nests (com
pl et ed , under construction and projected ) as 
at 2 Jul 44 

(G. M.n .s . - 61438/5 , Tonth J..rmy, w.D. 8 , vol 
28e of nppx, Green Linc , Misc Docs , item 17 ) 

981A.lO. (D247) Headquarters Gen of Engr Bessel 4 Aug 44 

Loc ~.tion of Panther Turrets , Tc:nk Gun ( 2 cm ) 
TUrrets and Circular Machine Gun Emplacomen\8 
i n a.rec of Tenth !:rm:y (Tr ace 1 : 100 , 000) 

(G. M.D. [ . - 61438/6 , Tenth f.:rny , w.n .8 , vol 
28 of .11,ppx , Gr oon Lino , Misc Docs , 4 hug 44 ) 

68 . ht the t i me of the actual fighti ng t here , tho Greon 
Line on tho north shore of the Foglia river proved to be l oss 
far midab l o than had boon anticipated. J~art fro~ and in addi ~ion 
to tho fruits derived from t ho br avery and superior mor ale of tho 
mon of Eighth J...:rmy , this situation wo.s a product of the tactical 
surprise achiovod and of tho devastating bonbardments of the Dine-

. fields and proparod defences from the air . To tho fighting troops . tho r cl o.ti voly easy broach:i.ng of tho Gorman Main Defence Lino 
however meant raer oly that what had beon expected to be nn att~ck 
on a. bitterly dofondou lino , would now turn into an equally bitter 
crooping ba ttle ovor o.n urea twenty ld.lonctros in depth, in a 
series of operations wllich in tho o.v;roge.to ni~t well be co.llod 
th0 "Bat tlo of Rinini 11 • 
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The Broo.kthrougl1 (30 Aug - 1 Sop ) 

30 Aug 

69 . Tho l ocation of tho approaching German r eserves at 
midnight 29 /30 Aue was sha.vn in para 58 above . By the morning of 
30 Aug the battalions which had been ec.rmurked for immediate 
comutnont ho.d r ~o.ched the front . In succession fron tho right , 
1 Bn 9 Pz Gron Rogt wa.s at Belvedere , next was 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren 
Rcgt*, then 1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Rogt astride Montoochio and to the 
divisional boundary e. few hundred yards cast of tho.t locality. Frol! 
the divisional boundary to asteria Nuovo and at Bargo s . MD.ria 
tho Canadian units faced 1 and 2 Ens 4 Para Rogt . (G. M.D.S . -
61437/20, Tenth J.::rns, W.D. 8 sit maps 3o·Aug - 8 Sep, sit map 30 
and 31 1 .. ug 44 ) (Photostat 9~ 1Al.O . (D249) ) • The sec ti on of this map 
showing the dispositions of 76 Pz Corps appears in photostatic 
forn a.s Appendix 11H 11 to this rep art . 

?O, On t ho occasion of the norning report Wentzell told 
Roettiger that 26 Pz Div wns now in conr;iand of the sector adjoin
ing l Paro. Div (G. ALD .S . - 61437/8 , Tenth Arny , W.D. 8 t lu>PX 26- 31 
.. ug , .Appx 663 , tel cons 30 Aug 44) (Photostat 9811.io . D205 )) . 
During the norning nothing alc.rmng had occurred at the front , and 
the Chi efs of Staff expressed satisfaction over this gain of tirae . 
It wns hoped that o. breakthrough rright be prevented just as had been 
done in tho initial defence operations at Cassino . Wentzell 
neverthel ess felt i ncreasingly certain that n gonercl offensive 
in the direction of Rinini was inponding , and ho continued his 
telophonic canpaign for moro r 1..1sorv0s at tho cost of accepting a 
risk further up tho coast . Ho argued t hat tho currant deve l opments 
in tho J .. driatic sector v.ould , during the next two weeks , he.ve o. 
decisive influence on the whole course of the It1lian co.mpeign, 
and that f orces hero , there and everywhere constituted n dispersion 
at a ti~o whan concentration of forces was indicated . He was not 
very successful in this quest however , and Roettiger stated 
r epeQtedly that tho Jrrny Group was unable to accept the risk 
suggostod (ibid) • 

. -
71, During the latter part of the day it was l earned 
that 2 Pol Corps, l Cdn Corps c.nd .5 Brit Corps wer e nibbling at 
the Mo.in Defence Line and werv obviously in a nood to push ahead . 
1.t 2305 hrs Wentzell t old Roettiger that i t did not yet l ook like 
a set-pi oco attack ; but just as the Germans would do under similar 
circunstnncos , the orders given wer o apparently to follow up or 
get sot for nn attack according to the resistance encounter ed . 
Roettigcr in reply could onl y say that he hoped 29 Pz Gren Div woul d 
bo available i n the roar aroa of 76 Pz Corps by 4 Sep (ibid). . -
72. In connection with the developraents on tho hdriatic 
wing of tho JJ:ny Group , Fourtoonth /;;rmy on 30 Aug rooeivod orders 
to spood up tho disongagc03nt of 29 Pz Gron Di v irrospcctive of \ 
the be l uted arri vnl of 334 Inf Div, c.nd to transfer 20 G.: .... F . Div 
to tho hdriatic coo.stol zone es an Ji:roy Group reserve , tho advance 
ol cnonts to depart in the evening of 31 Aug irrespect ive of the 
tino of nrrivnl of tho roliovinG fornations of 42 Jg Div fron the 
area of the Ligurion J..rny , ' 

(G. M. n .s . - 622t,.l/l , Fourteenth J..rny , H.D. 4 , 30 1~ug 44 ) 

a This bnttalion participa ted in tho d of enco of Montecchio on 
31 J .. ug (sva para. 74 bel ow). 
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'73. On 3 0 Aug the b i g :pl anning conf'erence (para 38 
abovo) in connection with a possible withdrawal behind the River 
Po .was hold at tho headquarters of Tenth li:rmy. All bridges across 
tho Po ho.d been destroyed by Allied air attacks, and the crossing 
of tho river with lnrge forces under worsening circumstances would 
I'equire careful planning. The b sic plan for a timed programme f or 
this operation, aptly called "Ji.utu:mn Fog" (Herbstnebel), was pre
served by Tenth J..r'{JY end is being r etained in photostatic form 
(981/J.O .(D,10)).(G. M.D.S • .:. 614:?7/8, Tenth f;rm.y , w.n.8, .AJ?pX 26-31 

J· .. u , J.. JPX 662, 30 Ja..ug 44). 

31 J~ug 

74. The successful ponotrotion of the Gothic Line 
(Green Lino I) on this day by the divisions of the Eighth /Jmy 
created a highly critical. situation ; caused alarm and consternation 
:u:iongst the J;(illking Gorman officers , and forced Jrrmy Group to a 
belated revision of its reserved attitude regarding the bringing · 
up of all poss ible reserves within its grasp. The description of 
the dayts tactical developnent s is boing quoted below fron the Main 
for Diary of Te.nth JU-:my: 

31 Aug 44 Tactical Situation: 

,51 Mtn C?rps : 

Following the planned withdrawals only artillery 
and patrol activity. own artillery harasses 
eneny tank and vehicle traffic. 

76 Pz Corps: 

.Attar carrying out an extremely strong con
contrc.tion of his forces at the front of 71 
Inf Div , 26 Pz Div and 1 Para Div, the enanu 
undertakes n new large - scale a ttack. D~spite 

the mo.ssGd commi tmm t by the enEf?ly of tenki 
fi6htcr -bonber and bonber formations , our own 
division suocod in preventing the breakthrough 
to Ricciono' 

In de tail: In tho sootor of 278 Inf Div an 
nttooptod one=.iy breakthrough is halted 1 km 
south of' Picvo di Cagno. by the fire of our 
own artillery o.nd heevy infantry weapons . 

fl Inf lJivi which has been engaged in heaTy 
i ghting for tho l ast t en days, succeda in 

haltin . tho atto.ck of on w coy di vision. 
~tor ropu1si sovoral, for the encoy vory 

costiy attc.cks on nto Calvo , with air , 
artillery !t.Ild tank support , tho locality is 
c.i van up :::i.nd tho ooony , who ie advancing 
to tho East , is stopp u in the depth of tho 
'"'in battle line . /Lpart f ror::i the pene tration 
~or. o.._.. tho pr evious day at Belvedere, the 
...:no elso advanc s northwards at the joint 
· otwoen 26 Pz Div end l Para Div . Ono 
battalion was oncircl od at Belvedere after 
figl tin off sevur al a ttacks. After having 
07.:_pou ~od all t h12.ir amnunit ion, ala nt s of 
this battalion succedod in na.king t ei r way 
uack to our own lines~ The enecy , who ten
poraril ponotrntod Mondaine , was forced b a ck 
by 0.11 i ,1c.:dic t o count r-attack. 
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26 Pz Div : This division too , which was rushed 
to the aTea only a few days ago, stands today 
at the focal point of the fighting, and succeeds 
in hard fighting in stemming the enemy advance 
on both its wings . After several night attacks 
the enemy succeds in advancing to height 231 
( 2 • .5 ko E Mondaine ) • The hei ght is re te..ken in 
r. countor - attack but lost again in the morning 
hours after fierce fighting. On the other hand 
it was possible to seal off the penetration on 
the l eft neighbour t s front and thus prevent the 
necessity of a withdrawal there to the Northeast . 
!JJ. additional anomy attack ~hortly before 1600 
hours at il Cereto (3 km ESE M:>ndaino ) is · hal ted 
by artillery fire . Also at M:>ntecchio tho eneny 
attacks in the afternoon with strong a rnoured 
fornations . 2 Bn 67 Pz Gron Rogt at fir st r:inkcs 
good progress in a counter - attack, but later is 
toroed back tq the North by superior force . 

l Po.ra Div: The enet:JY, who has 1:18.de a break- in 
at Montecchio w1 th about 100 tanks , is l unging 
into the deep flank of 4 Para Regt . After some 
single tanks , which havo advanced farther north , 
have boon disabled by our fire! the ener;w veers 
off in a south-easterly direct on. At tho sane 
timo the onomy ·is attacking with about 40 tanks at 
Bergo s. Mo.ria . He ' obtll.ins a penetration of l kD 
depth. The fighting in the eastern pext of Posaro 
continues during the who le day. The nain battle 
line is under fire frol>l 1 0 eneny naval uni ts on tho 
height of Pesaro . 

(G .~~,v , .:.~ - ~li;·J 'l/1.1 11.'snth Army, •.1.n . 8., 31 Aug 44~ 

75 . The true significance of the dry words in the tactical 
report wo.s uf course that the Canadian Corps had penotratod deeply 
into tho Gcruan nain defence line . Tho synopsis of the dayt s 
telcphon0 convm-sati ons in Tenth i...rnyt s f.Jain Wax Diary opened with 
tho s tatorent : 

Discussion of the situation on the l eft wing of the 
Ji:roy (the eno.cy is in the Green Line ) • Til:le end 
nGain tho situation is boing descri&ecl as very grave , 
ns i rmodinto connitnont of reserves which have just 
arrived nnkes it barely possible to seal off the enerw 
penetrations . J.ll reserves (el enents of 98 Inf and 26 
Pz Div) are brought f orward , and the artillery is 
shcrply concentrated. In th0 afternoon the JJr:.iy requests 
fron J..:ro.y Group tho retention raid concentration in the 
area of Cesena of 100 Mtn .Tg Regt (the regioent of .5 
Mtn Div still in tho t;rmy e.roa). 'The JUXlY Group 
consents . Ji••• 

(Ib i d ) -
76. ~he retention of 100 Mtn Jg Regt in the Cesena area 
nude it possib l e to cancel the exchange of 71 I nf Div for 98 Inf 
Div. 71 Inf Div (loss 211 Gren Rogt , which had already been 
r elieved ) r emained at. the front.. During the day 98 Inf Div was 
pl cced under the cooound of 76 Pz Corps , and in its place Corps 
a A good deal of intere sting do tail r egarding the dayt s events 

and decisions appear in the r ecord of telephone conversati ons 
(28 PUBOB) . (G. M.D. S . - 61437/8 , Tenth J..:rmy, W.D.8 , APPX 26- 31 
hug , J~px 686 , tel cons 31 hUg 44 ) (Photostat 98L\lO .(D205)~ 
On this day, f or instance, Heidrich , who had be.en vainly sought 
by JJny Group , was reached on the t el ephone in Dresden by 
Wontzoll and apparently condosconded to promise his immediate 
r oturn to hjs t~r.nn~-
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Witthoeft was assigned 1 00 Mtn J"g Regt and 211 Gren Regt (~) . 
J .. ccording t o the daily situation r eport of the J,,;r:oy , 290 Gren 
Regt was placed under connund of 71 Inf Div on arriva l a t the 
front ; 9 Pz Gron Regt (less 1 Bn already coI!lI:litted ), 26 Pz Reece 
Bn, 2 und 3 Bn 93 Pz J'!Xty Regt , and the mass of 93 Engr Bn r eached 
their Di vision durins the day. (l~t 15,50 hrs Wentzell told 
Kesselring that 26 Pz Div w~s coopl ete : ~cit , tol cons) . Also 
during this day 1 Bn 4 Pz Rcgt (proviousIY in Corps r es erve) was 
placed under CO:r:n:l!Uld of 1 ?nra Div (G . M.D.S . - 61437/8 , Tenth 
J..rLiy, W.D.8 , Appx 26- 31 Aug , Appx 683, sit r ep 31 i~ug 44 ) (Photo
stat 981Al0.(D209)) . 

77 . Fourteenth J,,;r:n y , which during tho nieht 30/31 
J .. ug had withdrawn to the Hansi Line , r ecei vod orders to continue 
its withdrawal during the following night . The Mn.in Viar Diary 
of tho Ji:rny bears the following entry: 

During ni ght 31 Aug/l Sop tho Arny withdraws t o 
the Green Linc forcfield - Enoa Linc . This novo
mcnt t o be carried out oven in the absence of 
eneny pressure in order t o disengage 29 Pz Gron 
Div . 

J"t 1200 hrs 31 Aug Ro ettigor had t e lephoned Fourt eenth Arny to 
acceler ate the disengagement of 29 Pz Gren Div in view of the 
thr oo.t oning situation arising a t th e front of tho ne ighbouring 
Ji:r:ny (G . M.D. S. - 62241/1, Fourteenth J,,;rny, Vl . D. 4 , ' l Ja.ug 44) . 

78 . General v . Viotinehoff spent nost of the day at 
tho .headquarters of 76 Pz Corps , 71 Inf Div , 26 Pz Div and l Para 
Div . According t o his notes the Corps Connand er had stated tho 
r easons f or tho quick enemy ponotrutions in tho f ollo'Wi.ng ordor : 

( 0.) 
(b) 
(c) 
( d ) 
( e ) 

(f) 

26 Pz Div not yet acqucinted with its positions . 
Nunerical weakness of 71 Inf Div. 
Grout eneny superiority in artillery o.nd aircro.ft . 
Strength of oncny a rnourod f orces . 
Po.rtial destruction of minofio l ds by onony 

bonb ors . 
.tJ..lcgod failure of mines to de t onate . 

l a. noto r egarding the ?o.nther turrets i n the sector of 1 Paro. Div 
indicates that s one r eceived their first supply of OIJDunition 
during night 30/31 Aug , o.nd that others had not been cooplcted 
at that time . The i..rm.y Comr::tunderts notes on this visit o.re being 
retainod in photostQtic f on (ibid , Appx 685) (Photostat 981Al O. 
(D2.50)) . 

1 Sop 

79 . During tho night 31 Aug/l Sep , and all do.y on 1 
Sep , the Canadi an units worked and f ought their wo.y f orward and 
finally en.or ged a t tho far side of tho Gothic Lino (Green Line I) . 
In c ontrast to tho bland end polished t orninol ogy of tho Hain Viar 
uiary , the do.yt s telephone conversations wer e studded with ex
pr essions of disna.y and bitter di sappointnent over the quick loss 
of tho prepirod line ; the next bast thing now would be to wi thdraw 
quickly and to organize tho div is i ons a.nd now r eserves f or a !!lore 
effective stand in a shorter line further north (G. M.D.S. -
61437/9 ; Tenth J,,;roy, W.D. 8 , J,_ppx 1-3 Sop , fl.ppx 706 , tel cons l 
Sep 44) . Mo.rshal Kesselri ng spent part of t he dcy o.t th e he o.d
quo.rtors of Tent h J~ny. J .. ppo.rcntly he o.dnittod having r eact ed too 
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slowly to tho developing throat {soo 
enxious t o truce ovory ,ossibl e step t 
tho noxt l i e suitable for cfenc o . 

~ra 81 bel ow) and was nost 
halt t o Ei ghth J..rny a t 

Bo. Tho tactic a l ovclopnonts nt t ho foc al points of 
tho fiGhtinG were roflo cto~ in tho .in Wo:r Diary of Tenth .:rm.y 
by tho followin ontri s : 

81 . 
tho words : 

26 Pz Div : ~ 1300 hrs the onony bo5 i ns his a tta ck, 
with tho foc a l po i nts on both s i cs of tho road f ork 
3 kn cc.st of .r. Gri· olfo ...,nd on • ronc . . ~ ith very 
str ong artillery sup ort , e co · · ttinG ound- nttack 
aircraft , at about 1~00 nxs ho suc coe s i n p n trating 
tho D!l.i n lino of r e ist nnc o a t tho r oad junction r e 
ferr ed to , it nbout .50 tanks . But tho c. vanco is 
brou t to a halt , wi t h ci ~ c~c tc.nks put out of 
acti on . ~t tLc S" o L;L .... 0 , hc·.rovcr , vhc .:meuy succeeds 
in surr 6unL i n0 1· • i.Inrronc by an nvolopinG tta ck fro.ti 
the Northeast , and in wipi n · out t ho defenders after 
several ours of f i ti • 

I..t c.ppr oximtely 1.5 00 hrs the oncny c.dvo.ncos afr esh 
fron th~ penetr at i on eron oast of • Gri dolfo . By 
strone defensive a c tion , offcc tiv ly supporte by 
our artiller y , t c att ck is ~~nin brouE;ht to a alt , 
and b y a local •Ti th c. , the cnooyt s pl ans fer en-
velopment ere defcatoc . Furth r pr ssure against tho 
l oft divisional flQnk i s successfully c ounter ed by 
our artillery. 

1 ?a.re. Div : Dur"nc tho oc..rl norni tho enorv con
t1nuvs his atte.cks fron tho ponctr~tion ar ea , supported 
by tonks and ir f orrotions conb ined with rtillory 
fir , t o f ocal point oin~ ~t T...,vullio~ , and Piovo (3 
kn northeast thereof) . H av fi~ tine cv lops f or 
Tavullio in particula r .. J't cr fierce fiGf1. tin and o.1-
nost conplotc rumihilution of thu Garrison , th hei ght 
1 • .5 kn to th E st hcc to be 0bc.n~onc • The fi crc ncss 
of th fi till{; is s by t f c.c t that i the sector 
of 4 Pera RoGt alone , 30 te ~cro destroyed OllQ fivo 
nor e put out of ncti0n by cunfi rc . . 

(G •• D.S . - 61~3?/l , Tenth u-my , W. D. 8 , ll Sep 44 ) 

The ''Fi nal 1 pr oci ntion of th Day" boeen with 

Tho hX conti ues to b c ncc::rnc bout the 
devel opncnt on tho J,,_ i n.tic (Tho Fi eld arshal 
aCnits t hat ho r cogni zvd tho 11 contro of gravity" 
dov elopi n har e t oo l a t e ) . Tho o ay hes not 
nchiovoG. any ne..jor broakthrou~ , ut !'1 - orato 
with nwal novcrnn t on the ..r:iy' s l C;f t dn cannot 
b o avoi ded . Losses in un anc nnti - tnnk weapons 
arc nakinc tho sclv s felt •••• 

Fron e to l ophone conver sation bet oon cntzoll urrl Ro tti er at 

ii Tavullio end To ba C:i Posaro 1I' on end the sane locality. 
1W.li d nc.ps sho / To c. di csc:i.ro , G.... n r-..ps Tc.vullio , a 
nano which i s l ocally used at the present tine (9 03 . 003(D2) , 
I te.ly , Topo No t es , p . 21 ). Gc r nc.n r e cords show nisspollings 
in t ho f orn of Tavullo d T v llo . 
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1325 hrs it appeors that in the oorning it hen he was at the head
quarters of Tenth JiJ:my, Marshal Ke so:ieJ.ring had changed his nind 
regarding the employnont of 100 Mtn Jg Regt (.5 Mtn Div), and in
stead of leaving it with Corps Witthoeft had decided to connnit the 
three battalions as quickly a.s possibloo .lit the sru::ie tine it was 
also dectded to .rove 85 Reece Bn (5 n Div) o.nd 1 En 9.5 A;rty Regt 
(5 n Div) fronthe Cesena area to the South for coI!Jilitnent UDier 
the comnond of 76 Pz Corps. Wentzell renarked that all the Army's 
transport was engaged in bringing forward to Green Line II the 
two last regioents of 98 Inf Div, and tho.t the elcnents froI1 .5 Mtn 
Div would cone too:late fCir' intervention in the current fighting 
(o cit, tel cons)c Durin6 the day Fourteenth £X r·eceived orders 
to rU"Sli one battalion (1.5 en snoke-she ll nortars) of 56 Proj Regt 
to Tenth J .. rmy; and Forli was now desie;na. ted as the concentration 
area or 29 Pz Gren Div~ {G.M.D.S ~ 62241/1~ Fourteenth J.,;rrJY, 
w.D.4', 1 Sep 44) 

'Exploitation to the Conca River (2 SeiLJ 

2 Sep 

82. Authority to withdrew the left wing of ' Tenth A>DY -
if unavoidable - to the line: Foglia River 3 kn west-south-west 
of Audi tore - Calfa.bbro { 700 tl north,..n<Y~~t.h-e o.st of Tavoleto) -
west of Monte Maggiore - east of Marciano - 2kn west of Cattolic~, 
had been given by O.BeSW in an operation•order ispatched at 0350 
hrs 2 Sep (G.M.D.S. - 61437/9, Tenth Ii ·ny-, .D. 8 ppx 1-3 Sep, 
A,ppx 723, 2 Sep 44) (Photostat and Translation 9 1Al0.(D253)). · 
The advance during the day of the Cc.madi an spearheads to Grad'ara, 
Fanano and San Giovanni treed 1 Pa.a Div to withdraw quickly · 
from the coastal area between the Fogli and Conca. rivers • 
.i\.ecordinr; to the Main War Diary of Tenth J,;rny the left wing of 
26 Pz Div at l?OO hrs obtained a defensive success a ainst one 
battalion o.li.d 30 tonks at about 105 kn south-west of s. o.ria 
Pietratitta.. But the entry continues: 

1 Para. Div: Since early norn.ing t e enemf continues 
his armour'ed a t tacks ·th great ir.ipetus on the general 
axis of Cattolica... As a " esult of the self-sacrificing 
defence Of the st~on oints S . ~!e Pietrafitta, s. 
Giovanni 0 Tavollo=.,. and Grndara the ene.r.:y broukthrough 
is at first prevented. D~fenslve operations are con
tinued until 3 and 1 Para Re ts ' ·(less H. Q, . 1 Bn 1 Pora 
Regt and elernnts of one con n.ny 'fron this r cgitlent) 
have nade good their ti thdra ml to the North • . The nass 
of the artillery and o .... thG nortar battalion succeeds in 
reaching the new sector, but due to their immobility, 
a number of anti -tank guns and heavy ant i-aircraft guns 
were losto 

tG.ll.D.S. - 6143? /l.t; 'f th A:r " W .D. 8, 2 Sep 44) 

The Tinal appreciation of the Day" in the same source reads: 

On the third day of the great offensive, British 
Eighth A;roy tries to force a q_uick breakthrough 
to Cattolica with a stron spearhoad , and to cut 
9ff 76 Pz Corpst lef't wing" Despite heavy · oor:mct..t:-. 
merit ~t-...manpower and riaterie l the 6nemv is foiled 
1n this respect by the etU ~:en · resistance of the 

§ Sae footnote to para Bo aboven ··. 
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strongpoint garrisons , above all in the sector of 
1 ·Paro. Div and by tho excellent cooperation of all 
arns . Tho cnany suffers heavy l osses , and toduy , 
accordinc; to reports received up to now, has lost 
55 tanks , of which nany were destroyed by artillery. 
J.ftor 1 Pera Div has succeeded in extricating itself 
fron tho ·t;hreatened envelopBent , c.nd in forning a new 
defence front at Riccione , 0 .B. SW orders expressly thc.t 
there is to bo no further withdro.v1al , but defence at 
nll costs , above nll in order to gain tine for the re
inforceuen ts to arrive . On the strength of an inter
cepted radio conversation, which pcrnits tho assunption 
of an over taking l nndine , ~nd of reports of vessels 
soon off tho coast , during the night O.B.SW orders 
JJ.:u-n Staso II for tho cocstnl sector . 

(~) 

83 . Tho now lino ran fron i nncdietely north of Tavoloto -
Scleduccio - wost of Cattolica. According to the r ecord of tele 
phone conversations the excct situation in tho sector of l Pera 
Div was not known at higher headquarters durine the day, but : 
"In tho evening the r eport was received of thei r arrival to fern 
n now def once line at Riccione" (ibid , Gernan synopsis of t el cons) . 
4 Paro. Ro~t was not nentionod f or""1Jio"reason that it had virtually 
consed to exist . Of various references in this respect , t he follow
ine is cited : 

Casualties of 1 Para Div not yet ascertained ; in 
casG of 4 Para Regt over 7oi . 

(G . M.D.S . - 61437/9 , Tenth f.:rny , w.D. 8 , Appx 1- 3 Sep , ~x~20 , Daily 
sit rep Tenth J:rny, 2 Sop 44) (Photostat 981.tJ.O. (D252 }) ' 

------------------------------------- -~~~----------------------M Much additional infornation on the dayt s operations appeers 
in the r ecords of telephone conver sations {G. M. D.S . - 61437/9 , 
Tonth 1..:rny , W.D. 8, .APPX 722, tel cons 2 Sep 44) {Photostat 98liJ.O . 
(D251}) . L stuiy of those conversations requires the use of 
Tenth J..rnyts situation nap for 1 end 2 Sep 44 (G . M.D.S . - 61437/ 
20 , Tenth J.:rny, W. D. 8 sit naps 30 J.1.ug - 8 Sep Sit nap 1 nnd 2 
Sop ) {Photostat Adriatic sector : 981JJ.O . (D254 ~ ) . Particular 
c. t ten ti on nu st b o pa.id to the f o.c t tha. t tho discussions wi th 
J..rny Group wore based on tho code then in force f or nap 1 : 200 1 000 
(squares and r oforenco points entered by hand in blue on this 
rmp ), whorecs f or tho discussions with Corps the original printed 
nunbors for squcres ancl roferance points on this nap wero used . 
In addition to this the nUIJbers of the lo.rBe squares had beon 
changed recently , and old or new nunb ers were being used i ndis
crininntoly by the various s peakers . 

n J .. s tho different fornations were usually identified by stating 
the n~xie of the cor:ine.ndine officer, the perusal of the records 
of tel ephone conversations r equires knovll.edge of the fo llowing 
additional pQrsonal nanes : 

CRl..SEM.il.NN , Eduard Peter , ~j-Gen , Cond 26 Pz Div 
{Experienced divisionel cor:i;::ander ; coI'Jilanded 15 
Pz Div in Ji.fri ca for sone months ) 

CRISOLLY , 

v • HEYGENDORFF , 

Cond 20 G . i .. . F . Div 

Ral ph Karl, Maj -Oen , Oond 162 (Turc ) Inf Div 
(Russian speaker , linguist , previousl y with 
Gernan Enbassy at M:>scow; irr eplaceable as 
COIJL!andor of this pru:ticuler division ; fair 
sol dier } 

DOSTLER , Anton . General • Cond Venetian Coast 
(Not a top flight officer ) 
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84. ..:ccording to the s ane situat·on report , __ t the end 
of the day h eadquarters 26 Pz Div r e located at Ospedale tto (3 ko 
north -west of Coriano ) , a nd headquart rs 1 Para Div in tho area 
between s . Lorenzo anC.. s . Fortunato o Roe;ardin3 the build- up of 
the defending forces tho following locations wore reported (as at 
IJ.idnight 2/3 Sep): 

76 Pz Corps 

100 n JB Regt (l oss 3 Bn } near Torre l a Tonba 
(b e tween S e.rtino "a::.. ·.101ini and Corpolo , on road 
to Rinini) 

3 Bn 100 ·Itn Jg Re t S -I ~ntalctto (near Cesene.tico) 

u5 Recco Bn co.CTJ.:it~o on right win 71 Inf Div 

98 Inf Div : 
289 Gren R t in arc 4 kil NV Saludoccio 

98 (Div ) Fus Bn cormi t tod en l oft wing 71 Inf Div 

117 G:ren Ro t~ 

1 Bn in area 4 kn :nif C enente 
2 Bn near BordcnJhio {on coastal road ) 

corps Witthoeft 

Blocking Group 162 (Tur~ ) Inf Div i n Riccione -
· sano aroo. . 

29 Pz Gren Div : 

R inforced 71 (nech ) G~en RoBt near Inol a 
Elenents 129 Tk Bn near Bologna 
2 Bn 15 (ne ch) Gren RE> ,;t - 10 kn south of Bologna 
313 GH<t J.nti-1 ircraft ,n with two batteries between 
Bologna and Inola 
One engineer conpany - 10 kn sout of Bologna 

Fro _ the Conc a to the ~arano (Cori a110 
( 3- 14 Sep ) - - - · - - ~ · · -

3 Sep 

85 . Tith tho r110a t h or s t i. .. l fo.vouro.b l o , and the Gernan 
lines not yet fully roinfor c od and st 1bili z d, 1 Cdn Corps made 
· portan.t gains in bitter fiGhtingJ wj tL.o .l.t however achievin the 
hoped- for breakthrou to Rinini . In Ger an eyes the duy was a 
critical one . It was felt that t hu c r. had to be eather ed far 
thi s day and at the situatio would t en bo c. sod durin the 

lEi (Footnote continuea fron p 
POLi .. CK , Dr . Fritz , aj--O-en, Cond ?9 Pz Gron Div 

(Hich decoration for w rk in Sicily as c onnarrl er of 
a battle g r oup fron 29 Pz Gron Div ) 

REINHJffiDT , Alfred , Lt - Gen , Cond 90 Inf Di v 
(A brigade connunder at Russian front earlier in 
the war } 

ote : 11Fries 11 or "old Fri s 11 ref lr s to 29 Pz Gren Div , pre 
'dats l y comerd ed by Lt - Gen !fal !i~r 1rie s ; 11Lue ttwi tz" or "old 
Luettwitz 11 refe rs to 26 Pz Div, p ~ viously co anded by Lt- Gen 
Freiherr SID.lo Vo Luett litz} 
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nic;ht by the arrival of 71 Pz Gren Roe;t at the i nportant Coriano 
feature behind the joint of 26 Pz Div and 1 Para Div. The German 
senior co.nn.::mders were then of the opinion that the 
advance of the Eighth J.:rny could be brouBh t to a ha.l t and that a 
stalerante night ensue. I n keepinB with the i nport ance which the 
day t s developrarn.ts had nssuoed i n their ninds , and no doubt with 
on eye to their own stature in tho eyes of history, the highest 
rankinG coananders couched their tnlks in neticulousl y chosen 
words , which were recorded with unusua l care (G.M.D.S . - 61437/9, 
Tenth J.:rny, W. D.8 , /.:ppx 1-3 Sep , hPPX 745 , tel cons 3 Sep 44; 39 
pages ). Of particular interest is ~he conversati on at 2335 hrs 
between Wentzell and Roettiger , in which Wentze ll r eported in 
great det ai l on the situation he had encounter ed on the occasi on 
of his sever al inspection and noralo- buildine trips durins the 
day to the head~uarters of 76 Pz Corps, 1 Para Div, 26 Pz Div 
and 98 Inf Div. The uninspired perforoance of 1 Par a Div , where 
the reginents had l ost contact with one anot her and had committed 
various tactical blunder s , was blancd on tho absence of Heidrich ; 
Col onel Schulz (the coT.lLlander of 1 Para Regt , and at that tine 
the di visi on t s deputy comnander ) was described as a brave man , in
capable however of equalli ng Heidrichfs perfornance, Cra seoann 
was described as lacking i n the f i rn vdll to s t and to the l ast , 
and his division was adnoni shed to live up to its past traditions ; 
98 Inf Div on the other hand seened t o be surprisingl y effective 
and well l ed . The nain hope of salvation at tho nonent rested 
on 29 Pz Gren Div and i ~s ab le cor.mo.nd or 1 who 11under no circu.n.stances 
was to be subordinated even tenporarily to either one of its 
neie;hbouring divisions"* • 29 Pz Gren Di v upon arrival was to be 
conpletely and unconditional:cy at the di sposal of Tenth J.:rcy. 
J .. sked where he was Going to co.Dl:lit reinforced 71 (neoh ) Gren Regt , 
Wentzell said : "Exactly in the sector 50 - 51 [Coriano Ridge]", 
The regiment was to bo connnnded directl y and i n person by the 
divisional connander and his own h eadquarters staf1' .lii! Reinforced 
100 ~~n J g Regt was or der od to occupy posi ti ons astride Gonnano in 
the sector ad joining the rieht flank of 26 Pz Div (ibid ) , 

. -
86 , I n view of the substantial changes which had taken 
pl ace in the com.position of Ton th J.:rmy since the l aunching of 
Eighth /,;rny t s of fensive , a now 11Schonatic Order of Battle " was 
issued by the I..rny on 3 Sep , J .. photostatic copy and a transl ation 
o-f the docunent appear us J.,ppendix "J" to this r eport (G . M.D.S , -
61437/9 , Tenth i.rny, W.D. 8, hPPX 1- 3 Sop , Ji,ppx 752a, 3 Sep 44 } 
(Photostat 9811.10 . (D255 )) . 1 .. s set forth in preceding paragraphs , 
and as sho.vn on the abovo- nentioned docunont , on 3 Sep 76 Pz Corps 
was conposed of t he following f or nuti ons : 

1 Para Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gren Div (en route to tho front ) 
71 I nf Div 
98 In.f Div 

278 I nf Div 
Reinforced 100 Mtn Je Rogt 

li - It will be noted that Pretzell in "The Bo.ttlo of Rinini" 
(~ cit ) erroneously eLvos 3 Sop as the date of 29 Pz Gren 
Div tSTntervention . J .. ccording to all availab l e evidence this 
event occurred on 4 Sep 44 . 

iiii The r egiment a l oorn:iandor was a new nan ; Pol ack on the other 
hand was an exper ienced artill orynnn, had commanded 29 Pz Arty 
Regt i n the earl y phases of the I talian canpaign and coul d be 
relied on·in any situation requiring the expert ~se of the 
artillery. 



\ 

- 43 -

In connection with the situation on 3 Sep , the following additional 
docunents are being retained in photostatic f ern : 

87 . 
slope of 
forces : 

981JJ.O. ( D2.56) 

9811..10. (D257) 

22 Fl ak Bde Sit map 3 Sep 44 (ibid ) -
Tenth J.;roy. Notes of c. of s . on 
visits to Corps and divisional 
he adquart er s on 3 Sep 44 (ibid ) -

4 Sep 

Fron Riccione Marina a t the coast to the western 
Gallero, on 4 Sep 1 Cd.n Corps faced the following 

4 Para Regt (re ants) 
Blocking Group fron 162 (Turc) Inf Div 
3 Para Regt 

117 Gron Regt (98 Inf Div ) 
1 Para Regt 

This aggregation was under t he como.and of General Heidrich, who 
had re:ijoined hi s "division during the day. Behind 4 Para Regt , 
astr ide Route No . 16 , was one COII.Pany of Tiger tanks ; astride 
Coriano was 71 Gren Re t 29 Pz Gren Div. The location of the 
various forna.tions was r e corded on Tenth l.I'IJ.Y' s situation n..ap for 
3 and 4 Sep 44 . Tho J .. driatic section of this map appears in 
photostatic fern as A,ppendix uK 11 to this r eport . (G •• D. S . -
61437/201 Tonth JJ:ny , -.n.8, sit naps 30 - 8 Sep , sit map.-
3 and 4 Sop 44) (Photostat 981.t.lO. (D258 ) ) 

88 . pparently believing i n the i inent stabilization 
of tho situation, Marshal Kesselring spent the day at the ne ly 
opened tactical headquarters ·or Fourteenth J..:rn.y at Vignola ( 25 kn 
weet -north-w~st of Bologna ). On the fron~ of Fourt eenth P.:rmy the 
day was completely uneventful (G •• n.s . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth 
iX'DY p W.D. 4, 4 Sep 44) . In the evening ho ever , whe he returned 
to his own h eadquarters , Kesselring learned t hat the armoured 
spsarheads of l Cdn a nd 5 Br it Corps were thr eatening t o envel op 
the Cori ano Ridge . In the ain War Diary of Tenth P.:r the day• s 
fighting was sm:inarized as follows : 

26 Pz Di v : ••• Following heavy artiller y pr eparat ion 
renewed en0J!lY attacks in the afternoon in northwesterl y 
direction r esulted in an ener:iy penetration 1 km south
east of Passano . Frora there the enemy attempts to ad~ 
vanoe to Cori ano ; heavy fi ting i s still i n pro ess . 

1 Para Div : Following a concentric attack, • Gallera 
has been l ost . The ene vancmto 1 .5 1o:il. east of 
Coriano . I.I::11J.ediate counter- attacks collapse in the fire 
of artillery and ground- attack aircraft . Indeed , the 
enecy succeds in driving our badly depleted formations 
farthe~ back to the road-fork8'1 . 5 km ENE Coriano and 
l kD. WSW c. Sorra . The enemy also penetrates s.M. di 
Soacciano where hous e- to -house fi ting t akes plac e. 
Bitter figb.tin~ goes on el l day for the road- fork 1 .km 
north of s .M. di Scacciano . 

:: (G ~M.n.s. - 61437/l, l1ent h AXmy, w.n.a,. 4 Sep 44 ) 

89 . The reports su mtted to the arshal on his return 
wer e confused and contradictory; nobody seemed to be able to Bive 
any definite ini'orLJ.ation , and i n addition General Herr now 
a peared t o entertain thout;hts of furt er withdraw • The Marshal 
seened to sense that all t hat had been done wo uld be of no avail; 
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his oountinG exasperati on culminated in a towering r age in which 
he threatened to replace corps and divisional coiilIJ.anders unable 
to envisaBe operations other than those of withdrawal . To make 
nattors worse , during ~he day General Warlimont~ had appeared at 
the headquarters of the J.;rny Group and asked RoettiGer whether the 
eneny could be driven back in a count ar-attack~ Roetti ber r eplied 
t hat the J'!Xay Group would be happy indeed if it succeeded in 
steIJIJinB the enenyt s advance . How much this episode contributed 
t o tho Marshal's vexation cannot be ascertained ; tactical develop
nents had certainly not cone up to expectations ; in part at least 
the scene however is sure to have been a bit of sho~na.nqhip for 
the purpose of squeezinG a naxinun perfor mance f rom all concer ned . 
Prolon~ed "pl ain- talking 11 was carried on over the wires till far 
po.st midnight , when t he even- temper ed but ever subtle i..rny connander 
na.nagod to caln down his disappointed chief by referring to the 
casualties borne by the t roops ; by ~t .J.ting that he knev: of no :ian 
who coula better Herr t s perfornance , and by deftly introduci ng 
tho nane of Lenelsen into the conversation. rut: This was bound to 
ronind the Marshal of t he tine when at'~er a similar scene he had 
found hioselr confronted with ~he necessity of calling Genertil · 
Leoelsen to act as a terapora:i:!y sub~titute for v~ vietinghoff o~ 
(G. M.D.s . - 61437/10, Tenth crny , W.D,,8 , J,:ppx 4-7 Sep , Appx 768 , 
tol cons 4 Sep 44) (Photostat 981JJ.0 . (D2.51) ) 

90 . I n the i ... driatic s ector t21.e assault formations of the 
Eit;hth :..roy were now operating in or had ov~ the area, which 0n 
Gar n.an raaps was designated as Green Li ne II • Unl ess the 
si tuation was stabilized without delay the l oss of Rinini within 
the next few days was almost certain. On 5 Sep the full wei ght 
and density of the cer oan r eserves bec.ame·effeotive and the JJ.li ed 
advance was blunted and i ts mooenh.u!J. lost 0 

5 Sep 

91. J .. ccording to the Ger no.n records 98 Inf Di7~ 26 Pz D:.v , 
29 Pz Gren Di v , and 1 Para Div with the a t tached forr~ati..ons, all 
decisively assisted by tho now very considerable artillAt'y conc el'1-
trations under the connand of Colonel Bor~scheuer {Arty Cond 76 Pz 
Corps) and Colonel JJldr eae (Coo::!. 5 Pr~j Bde) , obtained a hard 
f ought success by blockinc the advanc o of Eig~th Jiray at all 
critical points . During the day 4/.. RP.cce Bn ( 44 Inf Div) began 
ooving to the Cesena area as t he nucl .ms of a new J~rny r eserve ; 
114 Reece Bn , which had been borr owad fron 114 Jg Div, was nl')vintS 
to a blocking position ext an dins inlCJ'l.C: f ron Abissinia ( 2 kn so11t-h.
wcst of Rinini) ; the r ear olenents of 29 Pz Gren Div , w:bi ch had 
j ust r oached t he Cesena area, were ordered to the front ; t he efforts 
of 4 Para Regt astride the coas tal ::o "d were ovorsliar1ov: d by tho 
presence there of 1 Bn G.H. Q. Tk . Re~t and one conpany of Tiger 
'.l'anks (of 508 G.H.Q. Hy Tank Bn ) . For the tir.e beine; the situation 

.ii HJJ{t!MJNT, waiter , Gen of Ji:r~r , J.Jeputy c.,h:i.er 1.rncai?O:fl:;·o s 
Operations Staff 

:e~ LEMELSEN, Joachim, Col-Gen , Conl Fourteenth J.-..:rny, { soe HisJ.; 
Soc Report No . 24, para 8 ~ e t al ) 

mDi Hist ·Soc Report No. 18, paras 8? and 90 

~ Course of Green Line II in a.rec. of Tenth J.:rey : 

hbissinia - s . Clenente - Ge.on.an.a - Sasso F9ltrio -
Monte Copiolo - 2 kn N Meroatino - 2 km NE Sorbe.no -
2 kn N s. Sofia - SW Portico - Marradi - M. Color ota 
(5 km NE Fironzuol a ). (See para 67 above ) 
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had now been stabilized (G . M.D. s . - 61437/1 , Tenth ;u:ny, w.n . 8 , 
.5 Sop 44 ; 61437/10, Tenth Ji:rmy , W.D. 8 t J.;ppx 4- 7 Sep , Appx ?89 , sit 
r ep 5 Sop 44 ) (Photostat 981J..l0 . (D2.52 J) . 

92 . Reference has been nade in Canadian accounts to the 
Gallant fight .put up by the Canadians at the coast on .5 Sep (Hist 
Sec Report No . 10?, paras 16? and 168 ) . Enemy opinions corroborate 
this evaluation. J .. t 0920 hrs 6 Sep Generals Herr and v . Vi etingb.off 
discussed the previous day?s fighting near the coast : 

v . v : 1 Pura Div has Tigers and Panther s and reinforce
nonts fron 162 (Turc) Inf Div . No further with
drawal nust take pl ace . 

H: The attack o.t t he coast was str onger than it 
seoned (at first ) . J.llother division woti.ld not 
have survived the l ast heavy attack. ••• 

(G. M.n .s . - 61437/10, Tenth J..xny , ;J. D. 8 , ~·'-PPX 4- 7 Sep , J .. ppx 816 , 
tol cons 6 Sop 44 ) 

6 Sep 

93 . Renewed J.lliod attacks in the J"driatic sector con-
tinued to neat with stiff resistance and the situati on assuned 
t he character of a stalenat e . 29 Pz Gren Div and 1 Para Div nade 
full uso of their artillery conponents by harassing the leading 
olcnents of 1 Cdn Corps wit h fire concentrations fron all weapons . 
J .. ccordinc t o 1 Para Div these tactics were particularly effective 
in the Riccione and Riccione Marina urea , where fir e was directed 
aso.inst ur noured units in asserabl y positions . (G . M.D .S ~ -
61437/1, Tenth /J:rJy , W. D. 8 , 6 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981AJ..O.(D251) ). 

94.. J .. bo.tenent of the pr essure now ma.do it possi ble for 
tho Gcr~an connanders t o exanine measures f or coping with the 
pr obl eilS bound to ari se fron tho certain r esumpti on of the JJ..lied 
offensive . During the past energency, contlandors at all l evels 
had been unable to :iai ntnin a r easonable balance between f i ghting 
troops o.nd r oservcs , an~ nothing , theref or e , at the nonent was nore 
urgent than t h e fornation of l ocal r eserves in order to ensure a 
return to sound oper ational practice . Marshal Kessel rin5 was 
nost insistent in this respect . His wishes wer e passed down the 
chain of connand , and soon uni ts and forno.ti ons everywhere wor e 
occupi ed with the task of thinning out the front •... 1 .. ction was all 
the quicker for the reason that the great densi ty-:of troops de
nanded deployncnt in Greater depth in ·ordor to l essen the nunber 
of casual ties fron JJ.liod bor.J.bardnent . The nuner ous minor 
chane;os in dispositions which now ensued cannot be described in 
detail hero . (Ibid ) 

. -
9.5 . Recarding the for nation of an /i:rny Group r eserve 
the situation was far frori satisfactory. This was due to tho 
constant delays i n the dispatch of 20 G.A.F . Div in consequence 
of the tardy arrival i n snall parties of the r elieving 42nd 
Jaec er Division fron J..xny Li euria . The first t ransport from 20 
G. J .. . F . Div reached tho concentrati on area of Forlinpopoli on 6 
Sep ; subsequent t ransports however left the area of Fourteenth 
l.:rny at irregul ar i n·t;ervals , and the last substanti al el enents 
of t ho Di vision were s ent on their vmy i;o 0 .B .SW a:s l:ate as 16 
Sep (G . M.D.S . - 622~~1/l, Fourteenth J.:roy , W .D . ~, 6- 16 Sep 4 ..... ). 
JJl. inprovor.ient in this re>spect within the reasonabl y near future 
was foresoon when it became known that 90 Pz Gren Div woul d be 
t r ansferred t~ the area Ost iglia - Fonteno - Lentinara; one r ein-
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for ced r ogi nontal group to be quartered south of the river Po, the 
balanc e north of it . (G. M.D.S . 6l'r37/l , Tenth Ju:ny , W.D. 8 , 6 Sep 
44 ) 

96 . · /~ter several consultations wi th the il:rrny co.onander 
(tel· cons , ~. oi t ) , Marshal Kesselring decided to abandon earlier 
plans f or noving 44 Inf Div fron .51 Mtn Corps to 76 P.z Corps , but 
instead at 1900 hrs told Four te enth U'LW on the telephone that 
356 In~ Div would have to nov e to th e Adriatic sector~. He .added 
that 16 s .s . Pz Gren Div might have to follow in due course . 
General Lene l sen did not fail to point to the dangers resul t i ng 
fron such a drain on his forces , and Kesselring in turn pro.IJised 
i nnedio.te he l p in the · c.ase of Fourteenth J>Jmy :r;iee t ing with un
expected difficulties . (Plans for the transfer of 16 s .s . Pz 
Gren Div wore dropped following the at tack of Fifth Arny at the 
centre of t he Ju:rn.y Group ) (G . M.D .s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth hrny, 
H.D . .. , ' 6 Sop 4t,. )). 

7 Sep 

97 . J .. ct ivity in t he sectors of t he two Gernan divisions 
nearest the coast was confined in the nain to artillery due l s . Keen 
fiBhtin5 took place at tho front of 71 Inf Di v and 98 Inf Div ; t he 
latter reported the average strength of its bat tal ions as hav ing 
fallen bel ow 100 . L'!-4 Reece Bn , which was noved in for the purpose 
of forning rui J.:rny r eserve , now r eceived orders to speed to the 
assistanc e of hard- pressed 98 Inf Div . During t he day tho /i:rmy / 
connundor ca lled at tho headquarters of the f i ghting divisions . J.J.l 
r eported very heavy casualties ; 1 Para Div , after t hrowing all i ts 
frosh and only par tially trained r eserves into the fray r eported 
t ho followins strengths : 

1 Paro. Regt 862 
3 Para Regt 370 
4 Para Re ,t 1.53 
Reece Coy 28 

(G. M.n . s . - 61437/l o , Tenth J.:rLJY , V.D. 8, ppx 3- 7 Sep , Appx 8.52; 
Not E:Js on inspection tour by ..rny co:onander on 7 Sep 44 ) ( 9811.10, 
(D259 ) ) 

98 . How to separate reserves fron alre ady badly dep l eted 
f orces was tho nain sub j ec t of t he dayrs discussions . In a tele 
phone con var sati on with Kesselring at 2210 hrs , the 'J:ny comander 
described the situation in great detail . Several r ef erences to 
Canadian fornations were nude on this occasion : . . 

v . V: ••• The two ol d assault divisions ar e still up 
there [the Can :::tdians at the coast J. J.,ccording 
to uniforn reports fron 1 Para Div they must ha~e 
suffered heavy casualties . But I an told that 5 
Cdn J.:rnd Div was excellent . They are both still 
up there , nassed at the front ·or 1 Para Div and the 
l of t wing of 29 Pz Gr en Div . ••• 

• • • 
K: But .56 .Brit Div and the Canadians are not fresh 

either . 

v . V : That is true , but fundanentally , though not .strong 
in nunbers , tho Canadians are right good soldiers . ••• 

(G. M.D.S . - 61.-37/10 , Tenth J.:rny ,. rr.D. 8 , 1 px 4- 7 Sep , .. ppx 853 , 
·tel cons 7 Sep , pac es 8 and 11) {Photostat 981 uo. (D2.51 



99 . Situation naps showi P the ositions of 76 Pz Corps 
and 51 tn Corps on 9 Sop are being r etained in photostatic forn 
(G •• D .S ~ - 6lr3?/21 , Tonth J.:r , sit naps 9- 20 Sop 44 ) (Photo
stats 981J..10 . (D260 } and (D261)) 

8 Sep 

100. By the evonin all six di vis:i ons of 76 Pz Corps 
had repor t ed ono battalion in r eservG: 

278 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gron Div 

l Para Div 

278 Fus Bn 
85 Re ec e Bn 
4L1.- Reece Bn 
26 Reece Bn 
1 En 15 (nech ) Gren Regt 
3 Para Regt 

The area · ediat ely adjac nt to t he coast etween the paratroopers 
and Rinini had still the additional protection of Blocking GrolllJ 
162 (Turc) Inf Div (at Miranare) and 114 Recc Bn (at bissinia , 
2 kn south - west of Rinini) . Severe but inconclusive fi ghting took 
p lace a t t e front of ?l Inf Div and 98 Inf Div . Depleted 98 Inf 
Div had b oen strenc;t hened in t e _eantio.e by t e arrival of 117 
Gren Rout , wllich had been ithdravm fro 1 Para. Div to rejoin its 
own division . In the absence of pressure Fourteenth .rny (Main 
ar Diary1 o cit} and 51 tn CorJ.E continu d theix g radual with

drawal. l G. .1)3. 61+37 /11 , TElll t h .rny , . D .8 , px 8-10 Sop , 
~ppx 077 , sit.rep Tenth ·.::rny for 8 Sep 4~ ) (Pho tostat 9811.io . 
(D25 2 ) ) • 

9 Sep 

101. On t he right wing of 76 Pz Corps intensive fi e;htin 
continued all day . 100 Mtn J g Regt was placed under the co and 
of 71 Inf Div ; 11, Reece Bn as ordered fron its blocking position 
at t:::Le coas t to the support of 98 I nf Div; the unit reached the 
area of • Calonbo on 10 Sep . In the Main Di y of Tenth 
.rny the situation was s ized as follows : 

The first phase of the defensive battle is over . 
B shiftin~ t e poi t o nnin effort to the right 
tho one:i,.,. is obviously trying to discover a weak 
spot and to farc e a breakthrour there . In spite 
of d 'Ii dlinc reserves the .r:my op s to ho l d until 
the arrival of 356 Inf Div Casualties on both 
s i des are consi der ab le ~ The situation nus t still 
be regarded as serious . 

(G.M.D.s . - 61437/1 , Tenth Army , .n.8, 9 Sep 44) 

l:O Sep 

102 . ..part fron t he steady pr essure exerted by 5 Brit 
Corps on the centre of 76 Pz Corps the day was coo.pnrativ ely un
eventful . Various si~ns now pointed to an early r e sunption of 
t• e full- scale a ttack . In tho ain -ar Diary o'f Tenth k:CTJy the 
situation was described in the following 1ords : 

On 10 Sep too the eoy continues hi s attacks 
in t c niddl e ac tor of the Corps , which is 
obstinatel defended , hea losses bein5 in
flicted on the one and l ocal penetrations 
boin~ cleaned up by pronpt counter - attacks . 



, 
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On the l eft wing the enemy is testing the front with 
strong assaul t detachments , Heavy eneny artillery 
fire with systeoatic aurprisc concentrations , some
tines directed by artillery eround observation air
craft , indicate that the enemy has finished noving 
up hi s artillery , preparatory to continuins the srent 
offensive. Continuation of the heavy fighting for 
the heights of Getmaano nust bo expect ed . 

J..s the stretch of railway line fron Rinini - Bologna 
is being bombarded steadily and systenatically by the 
ene.cy air force , entrainnent of 356 Inf Div fornations 
cannot take place on the section Inola - Forliapopoli, 
and the Di vision is entirely dependent on n.arching . 

(G.M. D.S. - 61437/ l, Tenth Axmy, W,D. 8 , 10 Sep 44) 

103 . On 10 Sep 76 Pz Corps was noti fied of the i mminent 
arrival and pl acement under its co:r.:lt:land of 504 (G .H, Q.) Tank Bn 
and 590 (G .H.~ .) ~.Tk Bn (recently equipped with new 8.8-cn A. Tk 
euns ). Such increment was ureently required in vi ew of the fact 
that during tho recent fi(;htinc; in the sector of 1 Para Div l Coy 
525 (G;H .~.) A. Tk Bn had been reduced to 2 Nashorns (Mark IV tanks 
with 8 . B- cn ~.Tk gun ) and 2 assault guns (G . M.D.S. - 61437/11 , 
Tenth J .. rny , W.D. 8 , J .. ppx 8- 10 Sep , J .. ppx 946, 949 , 953 ). In addition 
3 Bn 56 Proj Regt was reported as being en route t o 76 Pz Corps 
fron Fourteenth J..:rny (ibi d , Appx 950). On 9 Sep , 2 Bn 242 J.slt 
Gun Dde , which had b eeii"""'OP'erating in the sector of l Para Div, had 
reported i t self as being in possession of only two serviceabl~ 
assaul t guns , and on 1 0 Sep the unit was reported "wi thdrawn"• 
(Ibid, t..ppx 9 .53) -
104, Telephone conversati ons be tween krmy Group and 
Fourteenth JJmy r eveal ed an incr easing reluctance on the part of 
Fourteenth -Arny r eGardins the transfer of additional forces t o 
Tenth J..:rny . The first sign of renewed J~lied interest in the 
dornant sector was noted on 10 Sep when strong Allied bonber 
formati ons carried out attacks in the Futa Pass area (G .M.n.s . -
622~1/l , Fourteenth L:roy, W.D. 4 , 10 Sep 44 ) , 

11 Sep 

105. Ger nan forc es in the coastal sector had now settl ed 
down in the positions in which they woul d neet the next attack. 
The divisional boundary between 26 Pz Div and 29 Pz Gren .Div still 
r an t hro ueh the wester n outskirts of the town of Coriano . Coriano 
and the front inoodiately west thereof was held by 15 (nech ) Gren 
Rect (29 Pz Gren Div} ; t he adjoinins sector was held by 71 (nech ) 
Gren Regt (29 Pz Gren Div ); thence 1 Para Div (with units under 
connand) to the coast . West of Coriano was 67 Pz Gren Reet (26 Pz 
Di~; to the right thereof 9 ?z Gren Re3t (26 Pz Div ) . (G . M.n .s . -
61·1-37/21 , Tenth J..:rny, \i .D . 8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, Sit nap 11 and 12 
Sop t,.r.. ) 

106. JJJ. approxinate picture of tne araoured and artillery 
streneth of the two divisions nearest the coast is ob tained fron 
two docunents prepared on 11 Sep : 
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Nunber of 
serviceable 
tanks and. guns 

Tanks Mark IV 
Ti e er 
Connand 
Nashorns (1 ... Tk ) 

Hy li. . Tk 
Guns 

Guns ;.,ssaul t 
Light 
Heavy 
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29 Pz 
Gren Div 

32 

1 

12 

16 
.5 

1 Para Di v 
and units 
under comd 

11 
1 
2 

7 

4 
29 

2 plus 3-1.5 cm Pro j 

(G. M. n .s . - 61437/12 , Tenth J..rmy, W.D. 8 , .L\PPX 11 - 14 Sep , .L\PPX 
971 , Weekly Report of Tenth J;rny , 11 Sep for 10 Sep 44 ) Photostat 
981Al0.(D262 ), and .Appx 972 , Report of Senior Tank Offi cer Tenth 
Ji:rny for 11 Sep 44) (Photostat 98l!J.O. (D263} ) 

107 . Apart fron harassing fire on the main battl e l ine 
and artillery positions , the two divisions on the extreme l eft 
did not report any developments of consequence . 278 Inf Div and 71 
Inf Div repul sed local attacks . Headquarters 76 Pz Corps wer e 
nov ed to a point l km west of Pte Ma.tatardo (halfWay between 
Cesena and Ganbettol a ). Progress was made in the concentration of 
356 Inf Div in the area between Forlimpopoli and Ganbettola . 
(G ... M.D.S . - 61437/12 1 Tenth lu:m.y , W.D. 8 , _Appx 11-14 Sep , Appx 
963 , sit rep 11 Sep 44 } (Photostat 981Al.O. ( D2.52} } • I .. gr eek soldier 
was captured on the railway emban.lcr.lent at Riccione (ibid, Appx 
961 ). 20 Fus Bn (20 G.1 ... F . Div ) at J,,bissinia took over the block
ing position previousl y- occupied by 114 Reece Bn. Advance eleoents 
of 90 Pz Gren Div continued to arrive in the concentration area 
(ib i d , J .. ppx 962} . In the day? s telephone conversations Marshal 
Ke'SSeirins stressed the urgency of relieving 100 Mtn Jg Regt for 
transfer to the Western Al ps ; with the coLEJ.itnent of 3.56 Inf Div 
the now pointless protuberance to the South at the inner wings of 
the two Corps woul d be g iven up in favour of shorter lines . Pr e
parations of junping- off positions during the night on the l eft 
winB were read as signs of an early r esumpti on of the a t tack · 
(ibid, ~ppx 967, tel cons 11 Sep 44) (Photostat 981PJ.O .(D251)). 

12 Sep 

108 . Pressure now also devel oped .on the right wi ng of 
51 Mtn Cor ps . The centre and left wing of 76 Pz Cor ps were l yi ng 
und er a blanket of harassing fire from ground , sea and air. Whi l e 
this softening- up process was in progress , infantry activi ty near 
t he coast renained confined to minor engagements (G. M.D. S . -
614.37/1 , Tenth 1trrrzy, W. D. 8 , 12 Sep 44 ). In the telephone conver
sations reference was made to the Greek Bri gade, whi ch was said t o 
operate between Canadian units . On the same day General Cri solly 
lost his life i n an air attack and was repl aced i n the corniiland ot 
20 G. A.F . Div by Maj - Gen Eri ch Frohnhoef er (G.M.n .s . - 61437/ 12' 
Tenth 1-..rmy, W.D. 8 j J.;ppx 11-14 Sep, fi.PPX 990, tel cons 12 Sep 44 J 
(Photostat 981J..10. (D2.51 }). Fourteenth .llrny reported greatly in
creased Allied reconnaissance a?tivity and the moving up to the 
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front of enemy infantry , armour and artillery formations . Prepar
ations were most int.ensi ve in the general are9. of the Fut a Pass ; 
l ess intensive near Pistoia (G . M.D.S . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth Army, 
W.D. 4, 12 Sep 44 ) • .;·~t J!Xmy Grou}) i t was f elt that the Fifth 
~-.nerican J.rny was on the move to join the gener a l offensive (tel 
cons , 9.R. ~) • 

13 Sep 

109 . Not altogether unexpectedly , but so oner than ex-
pected by the Germans , a new phas e of the Battle of Rimini now 
opened with devastating bombardments , followed by violent assaults 
on the commanding features . s . Savi no, Passano and Cori ano were 
the focal points of tho fighting , which l ed to dangerous pene
t rations , though not to a collapse of the front . Of the fighting 
in the sector of 29 Pz Gren Div , where Canadians fought for 
Coriano , the daily situation report of Ten th i !X'CJY recorded the 
followiUE : 

29 Pz Gren Div : JJ'.'ter hours of drumfiro the onenu 
begi ns hi s attack at 0200 hrs . Four attacks on 
Coriano , each in at l eas t battalion strength, and 
supported by f ron. .5 - 10 tanks , are r epulsed in 
heavy fighting for the time being . During the morn
ing the enemy is continuously bringing up new 
forces and adds 130 tanks . I n the early af t ernoon 
l ocal ponetrntions north of Coriano ar e elininated 
in a c ounter - att ack in spi te of violent artillery 
f ir e end continuous attack fi'ora the air . In a r e
newed attack supported by 30 tanks , the onemy ngain 
s ucceeds in breaking i n . Enemy attacks from the 
penetration area at Coriano in a northerly direction. 
Fighti ng continues . 1. 5 km eo.st of 13439 (past Mel o 
creek , NNW Coriano ) a.p. ena:i.y i nf an t ry cum tank a ttack 
collapsed and three of five tanks , which had broken 
through e.ro destroyed.ii. Sinco 1.500 hrs renewed 
attacks o.t this point . In t he evening a strong enemy 
attack, supported by tanks , on tho l eft wing of the 
division. Heavy fighting still in progr ess. Con
siderabl e losses in non and materiel on our ·side ; 
particular ly heavy casualti es on one~.y side. Some 
prisoners wore tcken . 

(G. M.D. S. - 61437/12 , Tenth J.rmy , W.D. 8 , J..ppx 11 - 14 Sep , J~px 
1010, sit r ep Ton th ~·.:rmy , 13 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981JJ..O . (D2.52 )) 

110. In t ho day?s tel ephone conver setions l!.D. equa l in
ter est w~s shown in the developments at all pr essure points . In 
view of the dearth of details from German sources on the fi ghting 
at Coriano , somo pertinent remarks are being quoted b elow to 
show how tho battle l ooked f ron the eneny 's side : 

10.5.5 hrs Wentzell - Roettiger 

R : So , it has started again . 

W: Yes , and it is Coriano apparently which he wants 
et a l l costs • 

••• 

ft Tenth JJmy's situation IJ.UP for 13 and 14 Sep 4~ is being re 
tained in phot ostatic for m (G. M.D.S . - 61437/21 , Tenth J.rm.y , 
-.• -.D . 8, sit maps 9- 20 Sep , sit r.iap 13 and 14 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 
98L'J.O. (D26t1- ) ). 
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R: What is your appreciation of the si tu9..tion o.t 
the front of 76 Pz Corps? 

W: It remei ns to b a seen; t hi s is only the beginning . 

12~5 hrs 

VI : 

1820 hrs 

W: 

If he co.I!l2its only one additional division we 
.:::ight naster the situation. Including the Tiger s we 
have now ~bout 100 tanks in the area • 

••• 
Wentzell - Roottiger 

The battle for Coriano secns to b o going rether 
well . The whole of 29 Pz Gren Div has been 
coI:!IJ..itted , and our counter -ncasures are s l owly 
ncldng progress . 

Wentzell - Roetti &cr 

According to the latest report fron Corps to 1.:rn.y 
tho sittE.tion of 76 Pz Corps is not very good . 
North of the Croce the enemy ho.s advanced to the 
North ; S . Savino has been taken , and the nests of 
resistance there destroyed . It was an inpossible 
concentra tion of artillery fire . Then he comraitted 
90 tanks and not much could be done about it because 
he covered the wholo erea with a snake- screen. 
Fighting continues at Passano , but unfortunately 
there is a small penetration again north of Corio.no . 
Coriano is more or le$s surrounded by tanks on the 
North , East anti South . We have tried to carry out 
a tank attack, but owing to the air attacks it is im
practicable . 29 Pz Gren Div alone lost 19 tanks , 
whi ch were moving up to the front • 

••• 
W: l Bn 15 Pz Gren Div is helping at Coriano. l Para 

Div has spread i tsel.f to the right o.s far as 
Ghetto • 

W: 

200.5 hrs 

W: 

• • • 
••• The artillery is being hindered by the ene.I:W" ' s 
air superiority, and when the artillery is silenced 
fighting becones a murderous raess (MJ.rkser ei) • 

• • • 
I thought there would be a greater pause; ·that he 
would cone so soon one could not know. ••• 

Wentzell - Roottiger 

••• Coriano i s under attack fron North , East and 
South . In the Nor th the nurabor of tanks has in
creased considerably during t he afternoon. 150 
have been r eport ed , and they have advo.nced up to 
the Melo . Thct is the situation. ••• Casualties 
a.re consid erable ; 15 Gren Regt has lost seven com
pany co!El~ders . 
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2035 and 204.5 hrs v . Vieti hoff - Kesselring 

K: I have just retu ned and heard the terrible news . 
· ill you please infar c. .e of the situation . 

v . V: The depth of the penetrations cannot b e ascertained 
with accuracy as yet . ••• Accardi to Herr two 
diff'iculties ade thenselves felt today . Firstly , 
the snake - screens hich pr vented aim3d fire ; 
secondly, the enenyts policy of destroying all 
daylight counter-attacks fron the air , so t at 
reserves suffered great casualties . If t e reserves 
are kept near the front they are dccinated by the 
preparatory fire ; if held fu: ther back they are 
dispe sed by attacks fro t c air . 

• • • 
K: Roettiger tells ne that in consequence of severe 

casualties the front has beconc very weak , 

v. V: The front has been greatly weakened • 

• • • 
K: We must realize that to arrow will be a day of great 

crisis , 

v.v : 

230.5 hrs 

W: 

We are certain of this; all day we have been rackine 
our orains about how to help , but we have nothing 
left ••• • 

Wentzell - Roetti ger 

General Herr reports that the attack north of 
Coriano has been spr en.ding out to the boundary of 
1 Pc.:rc. Div • 

(G •• D .S . - 61437/12' Tenth A:r . • D. 8, APPX 11-14 Sep , :ppx 101.5/l!t 
tol cons 13 Sep 44 ) lPhotostat 9 1AlO . (D2.51)) 

111 . Fron the Gern.an point of view the situation was 
pc.rticul"' ly serious in view of the absence of innedinteJ..y av · 1 -
c.ble resorves at a L10nen t when sono divisions had to be withdrawn 
lost thoy bo bled boyond recovery. The concentration of 356 Inf 
Div , 20 G . ~.F . Div and 90 Pz Gren Div had not reached e stc.ge 
po "tting effective cor:nitnent , nor was there certainty as to tho 
point of greatest future ~lied :pressure . .h.nd the situl'ltion had 
now b further conplic .ted by ~ho l~unchi of Fifth :.x yts 
e.ttaok nt the Futa Pass , where 1 Pa Corps was cngag d in heavy 
fighting . (tel cons , o ~) 

112 . On 13 Sep , at t request of roy Group , Tenth 
Ji:rrzy- subnitted an ~-ysis of the t ctical inciples followed by 
tho eneny in the recent fighting on the coast . This nenorandun 
-1as be.sad on c. report received fro Oolonol Runkel , c . of s . ?6 

Pz Corps . Both docunents ere being retai ed in photostatic and 
tro.nslntod forn (G ... D. S . - 61437/13 , Tenth J.:rny, .D.8, ·ppx 11-
14 Sop 1 px 1022 and 1023 , 13 Sep 44 ) (Photostats 981J..lO . (D265 
o.nd 26 ) ) • Though even in defeat t he Ger.n::ms were ever ready to 
criticize the tactics of the enen.v , adverse connent was noticeably 
lccking in Runkolts rer:nrks . Sone of t he nore significant obser
vations wore : 
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••• During the fir st days of the attack no hesitancy, 
but smart following-through after initial successes . 

• • • 1~ttacks launched at di visiono.l boundaries • 

• • • Eneny arraoured formations , particularly Canadian 
tanks , no longer sensitive to artillery fire , but 
co.rry on even under heaviest fire concentrations. 

(Ibid ) -
14 Sep 

113 . There was no let- up in t he battle of attrition on 
this ~ay, and the Gernans lost further ground . During the day 
Marshal Kesselring insisted time and again on the disengagement 
of weakened fornutions ; he said that the f'irrJY Group was respon
sible for a front of 1200 kns and could not invest its whole 
capita l in a sector of 30 lens . Vietinghoff raentionod the i mport
unce of the 30 kilonetres involved ; the difficulties of withdraw
ing troops ut the height of battle , an:l. the danger of losing the 
battle for want of nen and nateriel . The two conr:i.anders appre
ciated one another ' s point of view, but the cupboard was bare . 
The logical conclusion to be drawn fron tbis r eria.ined unexpr essed. 
(G • .M.D.S . - 61437/12 , Tenth J~r:ry , W.D. 8 , J .. ppx 11- 14 Sep , J .. :ppx 
1041, tel cons 14 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 98l!J.O . (D251)) 

114. The vie ws ood decisi ons of t he J..rr:ry were recorded 
on tli.i s day with unusual care : 

Today , with ceaseless co.r::iaitmen t of aircraft , and 
of artillery, with an expenditure of aLUD.unition 
far greater than ours (the enenu fired in all about 
60 , 000 shells ) , the eneny continue s his great offen
sive. Under the influence of the completely one 
sided naterial superiority, and most of all the 
feeling of defencelessness against the eneny air 
force , the nornle of the t roops is deteriorating 
rapidly. Losses in nen and .nateriel are consider
able . Under t hese circunstances the ener:zy- is ab le 
to force penetrations , which can be sealed off only 
by the utnost straining of our available forces . 

Arny Group is ago.in pressing energetically for the 
r elief of those fornations which have been hardest 
hit (98 Inf and 71 Inf Divs and 100 Mtn Jg Regt , 
the l att er for con~itnent at the .Alpine front ). 

Making this possible and creating r eserves at all 
costs is still the nain problem of the f..rr:JY . Orders 
for the following n00.sure s h2ve been i ssued : 

1 . Relief of 98 Inf Div by 356 Inf Div . 

2. J .. cc el erated noving up of 20 G. 1 ... F . 
Div to Santarcnngelo . (Once it 
has reached that locality it will be 
decided whethar to conr.1i t the di vifil on 
a t the l eft win8 or the c entre ) 

3. 114 Jg Divis sector will again be ex
tend ed nnd onl y strongpoints are to 
r enai n occupied. (O .B. SW refuses to 
accede to t he J.;:rayvs request for a 
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thor ough thinning out of t he front and a 
chc.nge in t ho b ~ttle assignnent of .51 Mtn 
Corps f r on defence to delayin~ action . 
Mobil e r esarve s were t o have been f ormed 
in the r ear , which would h av e oecnt the 
freeing of one conplete di vi sion ) 

S t raibhteninG of the front on the right 
wing of t he Corps , and widening of t he 
sector of 278 Inf Div to permit the dis
on3ase03nt of 71 Inf Div . 

Movinr:; up of battalions f r on 1 62 (Tur c ) I nf 
Div to the l eft wing . 

In view of the extr enely tense si t uation , u t 
about .oidnisht , O .B . SW orders the transfer of 
90 Pz Gren Div t o Forli as rui f,;rny r eserve.. 
Tho relie f novenents an:l the redistribution 
at the front ncan fresh , thout,h. not nunerico.lly 
stronger forc es ~t the f r ont . The other 
oeo.sures can onl y take e ffect after sonc days . 
The situati on on t he norl!OW tiuet t herefore b o re
garded as definit ely s orious .• 

(G.M.n.s. - 61437/ l , Tenth A:roy, w.n •• s, 14 Sep 44) 

Most alarning to the Gcl"!lans was tho situation eas t of Coria.no , 
where Ccincdi. an spearheads had crossed the Marano River ( tel cons , 
~ cit ) . Tho daily situation r cport of Tenth 11.ruy nentioned bitter 
l'I'vrti'nc in that area , but duo to interrupted corUJUiiications and 
continued fi .ghting precise l ocuti ons were not given. (G. M. D. S . -
61437/1 2 , Tenth J,;rny, Vl .D. 8 1 J.ppx 11-14 Sep , L.ppx 1037 , sit rep 
Ton th J.rn y , 14 Sep 44 ) (Pho t ostat 9811 .. 10. (D2.52 )) 

Fii}!iW for s. Lorenzo in Corregciano and 
SA r i no (15 - 18 §ep ) 

1.5 Sep 

11.5.. Marshal Ke s sclxing infornad Tenth /.rrJY of the 
penetrations obtained by Fifth J.rcy- along the inter - arrJY boundary 
in the sector ·of 4 Pc::.ra Div . Lccording to Le~elsen the situati on 
was difficult . General v .. Victinf;hoff in turn described the in
r oads on noralo fron t he stunning bonbardllent s . Kesselring said : 
"We h avo to c onsider withdrawal to the prepar ed positions of 1 62 
(Tu.re) Inf Div .. We cannot pernit the t roops to r each the point 
where :1ore.l resistance collapses . The vb.ale wing n ay have to b e 
taken back. Tho situation has developed unfavourab l y ".. Wentzel l 
told Roottigor tha.t cle arly discernible pressure in the dir ection 
of Rinilti wa.s co.using conc orn.. J.xi ir.:iprovenent in tho situati on was 
hoped :Por fron t ho inponding a.r ri val behind 1 Para. Div of el enent s 
fron l62 (Turo ) I nf Di v and 3.56 Inf Div . J..gain tonorrow the a r ea 
s. Lorenzo - s . Martino would b G the f ocal point . (G. M. n . s .. -
61437/13 ~ Tenth 1.:rrJYA W .. D. 8 , ilJ)PX 1.5- 18 Sep , hPPX 1069 , tel cons 15 
Sep 44 ) lPhotostat 9tjlJ..lO . (D267)) 

116 . In the doily situntion report of Tenth JJ:ny for 1.5 
Sep the events in the s ectors of 29 Pz Gren Div and 1 Para Div wer e 
refle cted by the f o llowing entrie s : 
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2~ Pz Gren Div : Ho vy fightin- on the left wing 
o the Division continued all day . Penetr ations 
obtai ned by the ene (supported by 30 tanks ) on 
the previous day in the urea of S . Lorenzo were 
elininated . In r enewed a t tacks at 1200 hrs t he 
ene advunc ed to t he church , ~tor pro longed , 
bitter and fluctuating fighting , in which 71 Pz 
Gren Regt and 129 Reece Bn offered her oic resis
tance , the ene.ny , with 2.5 tanks and nounted in
fantry , captur ed the loca lity fron the East . 
Further attacks fron there towards the West and 
Northwest were repulsed in counter - attacks , whi ch 
were very costly to our own troops . Fron the 
area eas t of s . Lorenzo · e eneqy advanced further 
on s . Martino and was stopped i rned i a.te ly north 
of s . ~ar tino , Our garrison i n the l ocality 
is carrying out all- r ound defence fron positions 
near the c urch . 

1 Para Div : Despite the one.oy b r eakthrough on 
the road fron Southeast to S . Martino , it was 
possible to r enain in :possession of the localities 
on both sides oft e road 1.5 kn 81 S , Martino . 
Further str ong attacks with tanks and infantry on 
southern tip of airfiel (3 kn ESE s. rtino) 
were repulsed . Renewed attacks are under way , 
own ar tillery and ortars r epeatedly dispersed the 
enery in asse1bly :positi ons 1 , 5 kn south of c. 
Cicchetti . 

(G. M. D.S . - 61 37/13 , Tenth Ji.r , W.D. 8 , Appx 15- 18 Sep t Appx 
1063 , sit r ep Tenth 1~rny , 1.5 Sep r4- ) (Photostat 981J ... 10 e{D2.52 )) 

117 . Tenth :irr:iy ' s r ecords for 1.5 Sep included a s eri es 
of casuality tabulations . For the peri od 26 i.ug - 1.5 Sep 44 the 
divisions of 76 Pz Corps had r eported a total of 1 , 604 casual
ties ; 7 . 000 of the se were listed a s Dissing (presunably captured) . 
The great est nunber of casualties had been experi enc ed by 98 
Inf Div (~ , 338 ) ; next cane 1 Pc.ra Div v i tb. 31 294 casualties . Since 
t e beginning of SepteIJber 19'3 Tenth ·.rr ad reported a and 
total of nearly 150 , 000 casualti es . This total did not include 
the fi gures of avy , .ir Forco , G.H •• troops , nor tho se of 
wounded or sic who rer_oined with their units . For what they are 
wor th , the t a ulat·ons are beinG r etained in p otostatic f er n 
(G. ~. D . S . - 61t,.37/13 , Tenth ,:,;rny , i .D. 8 , · ... ppx 1.5-18 Sep , ·ppx 
1075 , 1076 , 1079 , 1.5 Sep .... ~ ) {P otostat 981J..10 . (D268 )) , 

16 Sep 

118 . Fight ing i n the critical area of s . Lorenzo -
S. Martino was intensive on 16 Sop , but inconclusive , and no sub
stantial gains were nade on this day and during t he night 16/ 17 
Sep by the Canadians there : 

1 Para Div : In the afternoon the ene continued 
his s trong attacks in the direction of s . Martino , 
each tine in battalion st ength o.nd supported by 
fron 60 - 70 tanks. ~ttacks carri ed out in 
succossi ve eves \1er e repelled ~it heavy ce.sual t i es 
to the eneny. Local penetrations ere elininated in 
coun·er- attacks , Eneuy reconnaissance ope~ations in 
coop ny strength alon~ t o Vin ·.a.rie.tica \ ere stopped 
oy co.Dbat outposts . 

(G •• n.s . - 611,.37/13 , Tenr.h 'J , -~- .D . 8 , p:px 1.5- 18 Sep ,.ppx 
1093 , sit rep Tenth ·x ny, 16 Sep tr- · ) (Photostc.t 981 ...10 . fD2.52}) 
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119 • Positions of 7 6 Pz Corps on 16 Sep were shown on 
a situation oap , \'lhich is boing r etained in photostatic form 
(G. M.D .s . - 614}7/21.1. Tenth. ; .. r nyf w.n .8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, 16 
Sep 44 ) (Photostat 9~l/..lO . (D270a J. This map is of particular 
interest in that it shows the ~xact course of the Rimini Line , 
t he t hird lino of resistanc e in tho Gothic systen near the 
J .. driati c coast . The nain. part of this nap appears in photostatic 
forn as /~pendix 11L 11 to t his r eport (ibid ; 981/J..O . (D270b). A 
photost a t:i.O copy is a lso b ein~ r e t aine(:!""'(51' the situation map for 
16 Sop of 51 Mtn Corps (ibid ; (Photostat 981Al0 .(D271)). 

. -
120 . As o.rro.nged on t he previous day , Mo..rshal Kesselring 
and his Chie f of Staff spont po.rt of the day at the headquarters 
of Tenth J..iXrJY• The views expr essed and the decisions made on this 
occasion were r ecorded by the /iXrJY in a nemor andun. In essence 
the M'.lrshal said that ho c.nticipated consider able pr essure f r om 
the eneny far oes in the Florence region , but that the threat 
was of a ninor nature i n conparison with that fron the strong 
f orces on the J .. driatic wing, where the eneey had coDDitted his 
bost f or IJUtions and all of his cir f orce in Italy f or t he b r eak
through to the Plains of Lonbardy. With all known enemy 
divisions coocitted , a strategical l anding on the coast was not 
now t o b e expected , but tactical l andings a t Ravenna r enained a 
possibility. At the r equest of Tenth f.:rny its battle assignnent 
was changed froo defenc e to oobil e warfare . This would pernit 
the elimna.ti on of a wide and increasingl y dangero us sali ent and 
in consequence the early disengagenent of 44 Inf Div fo r enpl oy
nent a t future pr essure points . 1 .. photostatic copy of this doo
unent is being r etained . (G . M.D.S . - 614}7/13, Tenth /'i.XrJY, W.D.8, 
Jl,ppx i5 .. 18 Sop , J.ppx 1097 , 17 Sep for 16 Sep 44 ) (Photost a t 
981/i.10 . (D269 )) 

17 Sep 

121. On the rigllt wing and centr e of the Army the day 
was characterized by relatively I!l.inor fightinc ; on the left wing 
however ceaseless attacks by l Cdn Corps and 5 Brit Corps failed 
to break the prevailing staleI!lB.te . The defence potential of l 
Para Div had been naterially augnented by the co.r:mitment of 17 
heavy anti - tank guns (8 . 8 cm) from 590 Hy G.H.Q. A. Tk Bn {ib i d , 
APPX 1125, 17 Sep). On the oth er hand the defence had been1ia'm
pered by the use of smoke pots , which had been d r opped from 
Allied aircraft on that day for the first time in the Italian 
campaign (G. M.D. s . - 61439/2 , ·Tenth J..:rmy , w.n . 8 , Intelligence 
Sw:mary Septonb or , 17 Sop 44 J . From the sec tor of 29 Pz Gren 
Div the dail y situation report of Tenth A:rmy reported a series of 
d ef ensive successes ; events in the sector of l Para Div were 
s unnarized as follows : 

A l o..rge conc entration of enemy tanks in assembly 
positions southeast of the divisional boundary 
were dispersed by fir e f'rom artillery and mortars. 
Constant and heavy harassing fire fell on the left 
wins of 1 Para Div . I n the afternoon too , the enemy 
persisted wit h great tenacity in bis inf an try cum 
tank a t t acks on s . Martino . Fighting l a s t ed t ill 
1900 hrs . The enemy was held off and nine of his 
tanks were destroyed . Casualties on both s ides are 
h i gh . Attacks farther east were also beaten off . 
At the nonent a fresh attack is under way on the 
height about l kra ea s t of s. Martino . Lesser attacks 
in battali on strengt h ast ride t he Via .: .. G.ri c.t:.c :. 2...il~ •. th-.. 
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coastal rand havo a lso been repulsed . Defence has 
been nnde oore difficult by dense snake screens in 
the fighting nrea . (Ibid , ~ px 1119 , 17 Sop ) 
(Photostat 98LJ.O . (D2~ 

122 . J.thouc;h the att~ck of Fifth .rny at the left wing 
of Fourteenth J~rny was obviousl y gaining nou.entun, Marshal Kessel
rine fowid it necessary to insist on the transfer to Tenth J.:rmy 
o"" the Infantry Tra.ininc; Bri a.de , which ha.d barely r eache d 1 Para 
Corps fr on the front of 14 Pz Corps . The Bri t;ade was to oov e 
ithout delay to the area of Cesena for absorp~ion b d epleted 98 

I nf Div (G •• n.s . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth J.:rny , ·,1 .D.4, 17 Sep 44) .* 
Fron the inter- a.my bowidary 5 kn south of Firemzuo l a to Sarzano 
(north- east of La Speziu ) tho following divisions were on the 
Ji:rny 1 s front : 

4 Para Div 
334 Inf Div 
362 Inf Div 

6.5 Inf Div 
42 Inf Div 
16 S .S . Pz Gren Div 

~ situation trace of the .:r Y' s positions on 17 Sep appears i n 
photostatic forn as Appendix 11 M" to this report . (G. M.D .s . -
62241/6 , Fourteenth Ji:ruy: , W. D. 4 , Jppx 30 1.ug - 30 Sep , · px 939 , 
17 Sep 44) (Photostat 981 UO . (D272)) 

18 Sep 

123 . Due to sharp a ttacks on the inter- arny boundary , 
the extrcm.e l eft wing of Fourteenth i..r was forced back , bile on 
the oxtreme right wi e of Tenth J ny the leading elen t s of 13 
Brit Corps captured • Jltuccio and fro theie de further local 
e ains . On tho l eft wins of Tenth J~rny tho battle was raging 
furiously and reached new proportions . In particula r the advance 
on the richt v-ina. of 5 Brit Corps filled Gernan cornander s with 
forebodinc s of the i inent loss of Ri ·ni , and the Canadian ad
vance to t · e Jusa river north- west o the s . Lorenzo - s . artino 
feature confirned t '1ese views . J~t 1100 hrs c. of s . 76 Pz Corps 
believed that by eveninc; the Co rps would have been forced b aclc to 
Rinini , and sinilar via s were expra ssed in higher quarters , with 
Kesselrinc nen ionin : in self- consolation the proven prowess of 
1 Para Di i house - to- house f i ghting , (G. . D .s . - 61 ·~ 3? /13 , 
Tenth ·..rr , I .D . 8 , J.ppx 1.5- 18 Sep , tel cons 18 Sep 44) (Photostat 
981 J.O . (D267 ) ) . Greatly helped by the concentr a tion of heavy 
weapons in the sector , t h e Gernan troops howev r nanaged onc e nore 
to stave off a decisive brea.k'throu , and the Main ar Diary of 
Tenth .:r r ecorded th day as a success f or ... e defence : 

The enerJY continues his off~nsiv e on both win s 
of the J ny , with increased cor:n;iitment of no.teriel. 
Despi r. e bitter defensive f'i hting , t he enemy , by 
exploiting his suo cesses in the • 'J. tuccio region , 
is able to aako local aains . On the left wing of the 

oy he extends his l arBe - scale attacks , but after 
the fiercest fi ghting and with heavy losses on both 

n Due to chan es in t he situation this :r;iovenent was not carried 
out (seep a 131 bel o ) . 
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s i des , a breakthr ouGh is aver ted . Penetrations wer e 
ei ther i nterc epted by l ocal r eserves or t hrown back 
in counter - attacks . J..ga.in the eneny throws heavily 
o.assed inf an try for ces and an increased nunber of 
tanks into the bat t l e , the attacks being supported 
by artillery with an extre~oly he2vy expenditure of 
D.!JDuni t i on , by f ir e fr on na.vcl cuns , and by i ncreased 
oomit£en't of aircraft farr.iations . ~·Lccording t o r e
ports which are still incoL~lete , 'O tanks have been 
destroyed Qnd several prisoners brought i n . Our 
artillery and ]_)rojector brigade has nade a deci sive 
contr ibution to today ' s def once success . 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/l, Tenth Army, '.l . D. 8 , 18 Se p 44 ) 

Rinini Posi t i on Marocchia River 

19 Sep 

124 . On the f ront of .51 Mtn Corps tho day was r el a tively 
uneventful . Tho sane situation pr evailed i n the sector of 278 I nf 
Div , on the extr ene right wing of 76 Pz Corps . li.t the centre and 
l eft wing of the Corps , however , tho battl e r eached a new h ei ght 
of i nt ensity . A well- r ounded picture of t he scope , eff ects and 
strat egical i nplications of the all - out a ttack on 76 Pz Corps is 
conveyed by a series of entries f or the day in t he Main War Diary 
of Ten th Ji:rny : 

"Final Appreci ation of t he Day 11 : 

On this dajr , i n the sector of 76 Pz Corps , 
a battl e of nat er iel of the gr eat est nagni-
t ude r ages f r on oarliost norning until well 
i nto the ni ght . Todc.y too , despite fi erce 
f i ghting and heavy cnsual ties on bo th side s , 
the str ived- for breakthrouch i s denied to t he 
enei:w . By counitti nc tho reser ves set aside f or 
this :purpose , penetro.tions arc sealed of f , or 
t;he enecy is thrown be.ck by counter - at tacks . 
Tm·1ar ds eveninG the eneny brin6s u p strong f orces , 
especially tanks , opposite the sectors of 90 Pz 
Gren Div , 26 Pz Div and 29 Pz Gr en Div , so that 
another a ttenpt to break throUdl with nass ed 
forces in the direction of Santarco.ntiel o nust be 
expected far tonorro\I . 

Lt niGht , since 18 Sep , the eneny has been 
i lluninating our purt of the battl e area with 
searchlir;hts installed out of range of our 
arti llery , whereby transfer ~d relief aov enent s , 
as well as supply operations , \Jhich on t he fi el d 
of battl e can hardly be carried out except at 
ni ght , are ser iously handicapped. The psycho~ 
105ical eff ect produced on the t r oops b y t he 
battl e of !J.ater iel itself is hei ghtened by t he 
feeling of hel plessness agai nst this new t echnical 
weapon. 

On the Ji:rny•s richt wi nr, too the f i ghting has in
creased i n soverity, and the eneny s ucceeds , in the 
roadl ess nountain terrain , i n gaini ng ground , 
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without our s canty force$ oo- • tted in t hat area 
being able to prevent it . 

J .. s in conscqu nee of t · s situation the two winGs 
of the :::iy o.re pr essed back , while the .roy 
oe tre is early 40 kn further forward , the whole 
'..r front thus forninG a hnlf - oon , since orning 
the ·.:rny co and as been requesting anew that a 
definite decision be r each ed to withdraw the right 
wine; and the c entre of tho J..:rny front to the Green 
Line II , in order that additional forces J which 
are urgently needed on tho wings , nay be released . 
:.tter t o crisis · as bec o e still no re acute owing 
to t e develop~ent of the situation, in the after 
noon x Group a. ees in principle to issuo an 
order to t · s effect o t h e follo\•r.i. n day . 

Js 356 Inf Div has not succeeded , i n spi te of the 
best will to fiGht , in haltinG the strong arnoured 
s pearhe :ids of tho eneny 1 90 Pz Gren Div takes over 
i ts sector 1 even thoUGh of its own di vi si. anal form
ations only one r egi nental roup is availab le , and 
the nass of the Division is but just under way . 
Platoon by platoon they rolieve the exhausted units 
of 3.56 Inf Div . 

(G . M.D. s . - 61 .... 37/1 , 'l1onth Army, w. n . B, 19 Sep 44) 

11Te l ephone conversations of the Day" 

In conversations at 1045 hrs , 2300 hrs and 
2350 .hrs t e 1..rrny r eque sts O .B . sw• s consent 
to a withdrawal of the .:uny ' s centre to 
Green Line II . This in orde r to reach a 
sound line of depa..1. ture far al 1 fur th er and 
ore extens ive •1it drawal hich · ght becone 

ne cessary , possib l y in the i nnedinte future . 
During t e l ast conversation , in which the 
,;rmy Group e xplained its difficulties wi th 
the High Coop.and , the issuing of an order in 
the desired sense is pr edicted for the follow 
ing norninG . ~ In add ition to tho f acts which 
have becone evident frora t ~e tactical deve lop-

ents , the cri tical aspect of the day is fur 
ther illustrated by the staterent at 2300 hrs 
that no reserves vorth nentio ing are available 
tonight . Reserves previ ously available have 
been co • tted and cannot now be disengaged owing 
to the 1eavy casualties . (~,) 

11 Tnc tical Situation" 

••• 
29 Pz Gren Div : J.fter stronc.; artillery fire , 

~ For nore detai l ed inforI:E.tion on the sub j ect of the relations 
existing at the ti ne between L:r Group and Hi gh Connand see 
record of conversation between Wentzell and Roetti5 er at 0015 
hrs 20 Sep ( included in records for 19 Sep ) (G.M. D.S . -
61437/14 , Tent r ny, W.D. 8t J px 19- 22 Sep , tel cons 19 Sep 
44 ) (Photos tat 981 J.O . (D267 J) 
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in the norning the eneny attacks the risht 
wing and centre of the Division. Except for 
a penetr ation 500 netres south of Covignano 
the oneoy is being blocked . During the 
nornin.:; the att ::!cks are expanding and are in
creasing in violence . L renewed attack in 
battalion strcneth and supported by tunks is 
ropell0d on tho right wing . Jl.t S . Fortunato tho 
enorzy is thrown back in a counter attack. 
J.:fte.r the penetration on the left wing has been 
olininatcd the :::IDin battle line is back in our 
hands a.Gain. 

1 Para Div : ~part frou r econnaissance activity 
no infan·ery action . Eneny tank concon·crations at 
the cont ra of tho divisional front are being 
fired on by our artillery. (~) 

J~ccordins to the situation nap of Ton th .1.·~rny for 19 and 20 Sep 
the Fortunato f eature (fron east to west ) was defended by the 
following units : 

1 Bn 1 Par a Regt (north of Covignano ) 
1 and 2 Bns 71 Gren Regt (29 Pz Gren Div) 
1 and 2 Bns 314 Gren Regt (162(Turc) Inf Div ) 
1 and 2 Bns 15 ~ren Res t (29 Pz Gron Div) 
20 Fus Bn ( 20 G. L.F . Div) 

(G .M.D.s . - 61437/23 , Tenth /Jn.y , W.D. 8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, 
sit nap 19 and 20 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981J~O . (D273)) 

20 Sep 

125 . Four weeks of hard and costly fic;hting r eached a 
successful conclusion on 20 Sep when 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes (flanked 
by the no less fi ercely fightinG British units) drove the Gernans 
fron the area of s . Fortunato and thus forced 76 Pz Corps to fall 
back behind the river Marecchia . Tho attack had been launched 
in the evening of 19 Sep and was raaking good progress . Possi bl y 
duo to tardy reporting , the cravity of the situation was not 
r ccoGnized at Garnan higher headquarters until late in the norn
ing . L.t 091.5 hrs t!:le .1.:rny come.m er t old Kesselrinc that no i n 
portant advances had ~ een reported ; but by 1100 hrs the picture 
had changed . The r eaot ions of t he eneoy conoendcr s are shown here 
by t1eans of excer pts fron t he r ecord of telephone conversations : 

110.5 hrs 20 Sop v . Viotinghoff - Kesselring 

v . V: ••• Further north sonet h ing unpleasant 
has ha~pened . In the sector of 26 Pz 
Div tho situation is satisfactory, but 
in tho sector of 29 Pz Gren Div the 
eneny sucoeecbd in breaking through tho 
Turcona.n battalion, and tanks have al
r eady reached the area of s . Lorenzo in 
Monte . The Turconan battalion is said 
t o have been battered to pieces. 
Polack i s sealing off the locality with 
his last renainin~ ~oroes . I n addition 
snc.11 gr oups fron 1 Po.ra Div - their l ast 
reserves - axe b e~ng sent there , so that 
it is hoped that no najor crisis will 
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dev el op there . 

But on tile other hand Horr now appreciates 
tho situation in the sense thnt he will 
d efinitely have to to.kc his artillery be
hind the Mnrecchic , as in their present 
positions they are at least partic.lly under ' 
direct firo f ron oneny nachine g uns . But oon
scquently his artillery will no lonGor be 
fully eff Jctive forward of t he battle lines 
and , tho:cefore , he wants to withdraw b ohind 
tho river . That is of course a very c;rave 
decision . 

K: It is very s erious ; I can say that • 

K: 

v. v: 

1115 hrs 

W: 

1320 hrs 

W: 

R : 

1930 hrs 

K: 

• • • 
I cannot Give ny final decision a t the nonent ; 
I want to discuss the natter with ny staff . 
That is not so easy . It was wrong of 29 Pz 
Gren Div to conoi t a Turconan battalion at the 
front . 

They ho.d sonething further back ; but t heir 
strength hes been reduced to tho point where 
they can no lone er cope wi th the situation. 

Wentzell - RoettiBer 

I have become somewhat suspici ous . If he gets 
the quite correct i dea of moving to Imola in
stead of Bologna , we will be trapped in this 
pocket here • 

• • • 

Wentzell - Roettie;er 

Tb.e situation at the fr .. :mt of 76 Pz Corps is very 
strained . 29 Pz Gren Div has practically nothing 
l eft ; 71 Gren Reg t now has 200 men ; 15 Gren Regt 
100 men . The Turcomans have practically disin
tegrated and so have the Air Force people who also 
were committed therE:: ( 20 Fus Bn) " The enemy has 
reached the Spadarolo area , and is bringing up 
tanks . The paratroopers are having a hard struggle 
on their right flank . ••• I think it will be 
necessary to vdthdraw behind the river . 

Yes , t here i s r eally nothine else to do . 

••• 

One moment , pl ease; I will go and ask the Field 
Marshal. ••• · 
The Mo.r sh al .t •. GREES • 

v . Vietine;hoff - Kesselring 

But I presume that Rimini will be held for the 
moment , so that the paratroopers may do their 
house- to- house fi ehting . 
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v . V& Thay will be loavin0 r ears uards there • 

••• 
K: I do not lik this molesale fold.in back . 

v . V: Of course not , I have discussed tho matt r 
thorouehly with Herr , a.s I too foar that the 
who l e th i ng may begin to slide , He repli es -
and this is the only a gu.mcnt which co ts -
"If tho front is pi ore d at one point , the 
enenw cannot bo stoppod1 b ocause we have no 
more rosorvos . tt 

I I. 

K: I he.ve t e terrible fe eling that tho t i_n g is 
beginning to slide . 

v. V: I spoke with Her r abo nt tbi s , and told hi m to 
remain on tho hills , b ut ho rcpoa.ts that then 
tho:.:-e .1ill bo nothing i the r car . 

K : Ho forgets that h is ::eaching open country . 

v.V: He fools ... which renains to be seen - that t ho 
plain is no less fa \ ourablo , as our positions 
there cannot be so::n so vJoll as now , w ere they 
are sprea out o fore th e ayes of the enemy on 
the hills ., 

(G. M.D. S . - 61 437/ 14 , Tent h :.rmy , f .D ,8 , ' px 1 9- 22 Sep , J..ppx 
1187 , tel c ons 20 Sep 4 q (Photost-..t ~8 JJ.0 (D267)) 

1 26 . The llFinal Ji.nalysis of the Dayn in the ain 
Diary of Tenth ~ concluded with t h e following remarl':s : 

I n a ccordanc e with the request of the Corps , 
Tenth i:rmy obtains t he con'" .. nt of 0 .B . s ·1 for 
·1i d.rawo.l of t h e left ·in · during t he coming 
night to t e "l:r .. delhe · d osit; ion :• (i . e., nort 
of Verucchio on the far sid of the River 
Marecchia ), thereby breakinc, off the Battle of 
Hi.mini before t heir om fo:iria tions south of the 

arecchio. have bf;COI!! exhat ... ted am incapable 
of preven ~e a breakth roug. to t' e plains . 

( G. M. D. s . - 6J.J.,. J7/l, Ten·c~ ~ .:uy '1 • • D s , 20 Sep 44) 

Jr description of the events in t e s c~tor of 29 Pz Gren Div 
a~pcared in t ·e daily sit· a · io rer~rt of the ·.r 

••• 29 Pz Gen Di v : Bec inning rith the noon hours 
the Division carried out a fighting withdrawal 
while wardinG off all er r;zy attacks . Sometimes 
under particularly difficul t conditions and in face 
of sharp ene y pressure , t ha individual battle 
groups , in some cases led by non- co issioned 
officer:'s , fought their way back . Time and again 
t hey had t o f i ght off a t tacks by the pursuing 
enemy; then fall buck another few hundred yards , 
Duri t · e day , t he s.ma.11 glll'rison of s . Lorenzo 
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held its positions against four enemy attacks i n 
battalion strene t h a nd with tank support . Com
pressed into o. small c r ca , they s t ood fast until 
evenine . I n the late after noon they repelled a 
fifth nttack from the Southeast . h fur ther a t tack 
in battali on stren. th by infantry carried on 
vehicl es nnd with tunk support was al so repul sed, 
thanks to the support of our own artille r y. By 
comrni t ting t ro.ins , alarn uni ts and hastily forlled 
battle cr oups co.Ill]osed of stragGlers from all uni ts , 
it was possible by 1700 hrs to cr eate a thin bl ocking 
line around s . Lo renzo , a nd thus to elininate the 
danGer which existed i n t h e morninc of a br eakthr ough t o 
the North . Ji.ccording to present reports , four eneoy 
tanks havo b ocn destroyed in today ' s fighting . 
1 Para Div : Due to int erru~t cd connunications , no 
reports r eceived§ 

(G.M.D.S . - 61437/14, Tenth i.:rny , H.D.8 , i..PPX 19- 22 Sop , 1\PPX 118.5, 
Daily Sit Rep Tenth J.:rmy , 20 Sop 44)(Photostat 981JJ.O. (D252) ) 

12? . The fornal order for the sencral wi thdrawal of 51 
Mtn Corps to Green Line II was issued by Tenth J.:rmy at 1510 hrs 
20 Sep . It began with the statonant : 

The continued eneriy pressure on the wi ngs of 
the J.:rny necessitates tho withdrawal of the 
pr ojecting centre soction of the J..:ro.y f r ont 
in ordor to fr ee additional forces for the 
wings . 

~ photostatic copy of the f ull text i s being retai ned . 
(Ibid , J..ppx 1188 , 20 Sep 44) (Photostat 98L"..10. (D274 )) 

21 Sep 

1 28 . LarGe- scale fi ghtine in t i:ie coastal sector had now 
ceased for the Donont . The iWriod of conti nued good weat her had 
cone to nn end , nnd in·i;ernitten t showers were softening the 
ground . Inr1edio.tely wost of Rini.ni a: nn 21 Sep, 1 Cdn Inf D1T 
established sever a l bride;ehee.ds on t he f ·.r bank of the Marecchia 
in face of harassinc; fir e from t ho nachine guns of German r ear
e uards . 114 ·Js .Div , which Vias n t fL1ll strength and which had not 
s\.lffered in the recent fighting , rocoived orders f er a l a t er a l 
move to the right wing of 76 Pz Corps . This would peIIJ.it the 
relief of hard-hit 26 Pz Di v and 356 Inf Div . 29 Pz Gren Div 
would b e t he next fomation to be r e sted and brought back to 
str encth. J .. definite o.gbravation of the situation had occurr ed 
on the rit;ht wing of .51 Mtn Corps , v1here the retreatins forces of 
715 Inf Di v had coue und er sharp pre sure . The Cor ps conno.nder 
was insistently asking tor reinforceODnts . The J.:rny oonmandor 
v10..s tldnkinG of ,novin::; l~4 Inf Div fron Cesena to the danger point ,-

ii (Note : Connunic c.tions may of course havo been interrupted, · 
but if the nuch harder pr essed 29 Pz Gren Div found ways and 
neans of comnunicat ing with Corps headquarters , l Para Di v 
niGht have found it poss i b le to do tho SaLle • I n view of the 
nendo.city notoriously ranpant at the headquar t ers of this 
division , t he cause of hi s tory nay have suffered lit~le by 
t his lo.ck of de tailed. r eports . · (See also Report No . 20 ,, para 
39)) 
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b ut reserved his decision pen.dins further clarification of t e 
sit':1ation . (G •• n .s . - 614-37/1 , Tenth ·.rey, .n . 8, 21 Sep 44- ) 

129 . Shortly aft er the fall of Rone Marshal Kesselrin 
and Gencre.l ar linont e.d been of tho opinion hat a quick 1ith
drawal to t'e pennine positions was unavoida l e (H .S. Report No • 

. 2 , p ~ a 17) . But soon thereafter , thnnks to excep tionally 
brilliant staff work and to feats perforned by the remnants of 
eli te divisions , t e ~ .:roy Group had nnnaged to achi ovo t enporary 
stabilization on the height of Lake Trasinene . The German High 
Oonnand then sensed t e possibility of delayine; the ~:..llied o.d
vo.ncc to t e point ·1hcre the advent of unf avoure.blo mather would 
find t Gernan troops ensconced in a line fron w1ich they could 
effectively block all r oads to the nor·thern plmns . This had b een 
the real reason for the streao of exhortations to stand fast , 
w ic had been r eachine Kesselrine daily and a ost hourly fron 
hiGhest l ev els during the ear ly weeks of June . t first nerely 
because he had no other choice, o.nd t hen be i nninc; to beli eve 
hinself that it coulc be done , despi te nisca lculations and nis
readinGs , the conr:iander of the .rrw Group had virtually reached 
this goal . During the last days of the battle of Rinini the 
Ge ans had been vainly hopin far a decisive br eo.k in t e weather; 
but only intermt tent rains had fa.lien on t e field of battle . 
On 18 Sep Kesselring had said to Vietinghoff : 

••• and there is no pronise of o. change in 
weather . The rainy season thi s year is late 
by two meks ; this is two wevks abovo t e 
European nean . 

(Tel cons 2105 hrs , 18 Sep , o E,!!) 

But i f the rains had not cone i n tine to holp ~ho Gorn.ans in 
their l ast stand in the Gothic systen on t he coast , nevertheless 
cone t hey did a few days later , t us rabb i · the Ulicd push 
of its no ent~. 
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FROM THE ~CHIA TO THE RONCO 
{ 22 SEP - 26 OCT) 

From Rimini t o Cesena (22 Sop - 20 Oct) 

22 Sep 

130. With'the situat ion on the Adriatic for the 
moment wel l i n hand, Tent h Army was able to pay s ome att ention 
to the developments at the inter-army boundar y , where the 
acc ept ance of a calculated risk had·now l ed t o a situation 
demanding immediate remedial action . During the morning the 
A:rmy c ommander called at the headquarters of 715 Inf Div and 
found the formation weakened by many casualt i es . Tne wastage 
of manpower had not been solely due to enemy action. AB the 
personnel of the Division had not been trained for oper ations 
in high mountain country , the number of men falling down some 
precipice at night had been so great as to constitute a 
palpable factor . The Di vision reported the following strengths : 

725 Gren Regt 720 
735 Gren Regt 120 

1028 Gr en Regt 970 
Fd Repl Bn 150 

132 Gr en Regt 576 ~ under command ; f rom 44 Inf Div) 

Total 2, 536 * 
131. In t he aft ernoon the two Army command er s 
conferred with Mar shal Kesselring at the Tactical Headquarters 
of t he Army Group. The views expressed on this occasion by 
the Army commanders , as well as Kesselring ' s decisions , were 
recorded in a memorandum appearing in photostatic and t r ans
lated form as Appendix "N" to this -report (G. M. n. s . - 61437/14, 
Tenth Army, W. D. S Appx 19- 22 Sep , Appx 1226 , 22 Sep 44 ) 
(Photostat 981Alo . ln275)) . It was decided that the Infantry 
Training Brigade was no v after all to remain with Fourteenth 
A:rmy {see para 122); Tenth Army would move another r egimental 
group from 44 Inf Dl.v to the Army ' s right wing (balance to 
follow) , and 94 Inf Div V1ould be brought up to the l ef't wing 
to carry out the relieving tasks originally planned for 44 Inf 
Div. Fourteenth Ju:my was given a free hand regarding complete 
withdrawal to Green Line II , and the prevention of a breakthr ough 
at the i nner wings of the two Armi es was classed as being of 
equal importance with.the carrying out of the i dentical task 
at the Adriatic f r ont . (Ibid ) 

23 Sep 

1 32. By 07oo ·hrs 23 Sep the leading el ements of 134 
Gren Regt ( 44 Inf Div ), moving up the San.tern.a val ley on the 
road from Im.ala to Firenzuola , ·had reached the area between 
Fontanelic e and Castel del Rio . They were to take up positions 
on the extreme right wing of 51 Mtn Corps . Just acr oss the 
inter- army boundary was the Infantry Training Brigade { G. . D. S . -
61437/22 l Tenth Army , W. D. B, sit ma~s 21- 30 Sep , sit map 51 Mtn 
Corps , 2; Sep 44) {Photostat 981AlO. (D276)) . At 2030 hrs 44 Inf 
Div assumed command in the area 1 km south-west of · • Taggiola -

• Macchia di Cano (G •• D.S. - 61437/1 , Tenth u-my , . D. 8 , 

(G .• D. S • .;. 61437/141 Tenth u-ny , N. D. B, Appx 19- 22 Sep , 
Appx 1275 , 22 Sep 44) 
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23 Sep 44) . To ensure unif'ied command in the threatened area, 
44 Inf Div was placed under command of Fourteenth Army t · 
effective 0700 hrs 24 Sep (G. M. D.S. - 61437/15 , Tenth Army, 
W. D. 8 , Appx 23-26 Sep , Appx 1249i 23 Sep 44 ). Simultaneously 
the inter- army boundary we.s m6ved eastwards . · Previously the 
boundary had passed through M. Altuzzol i • M. Coloreta -
Pianoaldo - Montercn~io - Ozzano; as of 0700 hrs 24 Sep it 
would pass through • Carolano - 10 km south- ea.St of 

. Firenzuola - immediately north- test of Faggiola - . ·• Bataglia -
eastern rim of Im.ala (G .. r .n.s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth Army, 
. n. 4/23 Sep 44) . In order to free further forces for the 

·crit cill area at the inter- army boundary, Fourteenth Army 
would accel erate limited ~ithdr walB. In addition, a 
r einforced regimental group from 232 Inf Div (1043 Gren Regt) 
was being rushed from tho zone of the Ligurian A:rmy to that · 
of Fourteenth Army. ( Ibid ) . -
133 . On the ldriatic side the elements of 20 G. h . F. 
Div at Santarc angelo had failed to hol d their positions , This 
f ormat ion was a division on paper only, and it was f'elt that 
dispersal was 1ell justified. Presuming however that the 
High Command would fail to countena.nce the dissolution, 
Marshal Kesselring allowed Tenth Army to disperse its forces 
by sending the individual companies "on command" to various 
uni ts of 76 Pz Corps , particularly 26 Pz Div ( G. . D. S . -
61437/1 , Tenth ilrmy1 W~D. 8 , 23 Sep 44; 61437/ 15 , Tenth Army, 
W,D. s, Appx 23-26 tlep APpx 1248, tel cons 23 Sep 44) 
(Photostat 981AlO. ( D26?)) . On the same day 29 Ps Gren Div 
and 1 Para Div succeeded in re:pulsing several reconnaissance 
thrusts in battalion strength {G •• D.S . - 61437/ 1, Tenth Army , 
w.n. s, 23 Sep 44). A well-prep~rad situation map of 76 Pz 
Corps on· 23 Sep is being retained. in photostatic· f'orm ( G .n.s~-
61437 /22 , Tenth A:J:my , . D~ 8, sit maps 2l- 30 Sep , Z3 Sep 44) 
(Photostat 981.AlO,(D277)). 

134, The forces of 44 Inf Div had arrived too late 
to prevent the occupation of • la Fine and • Sasso . But 
soon· the front would be mended and resistance stiff'ened, The 
hard-headed Bavarian Army Group Commander, whose mind worked 
best under pressure arid when exhilarated by dramatic danger , 
was now tully aroused. In addition he had received orders 
ruling out a strategic withdrawal to positions north of the 
River Po. No doubt at the time he would have preferred to 
carry out operation "Herbstnebel" (Autumn Fog) (see para 73); 
but was prevented from doing so by direct orders f rom :flitler. 
In the absence of evidenc e from original documents , a 
pertinent passage is being quoted here f rom t he narrative 
prepared by Maj or Ritter Percy v. Schramm, War Diarist of the 
Gennan High Command, on the basis of day to day top l evel 
documents : I 

I 
On 23 Sep General Roettiger arrive~· at the Fuehrer ' s 
Headquarters wid submitted the intentions of O. B.&'W 
to the Fuehrer ,· Thereupon on the same day O, B. SW 
r eceived the message that the basic intentions to 
defend the .Apennines and the estern Alps were to be 
adhered to . o.B. SW however retained local freedom of 
action . Strategic withdrawal movements remained sub
ject to Hitler's approval , put O. B.SW could begin 
preparations for disengagement .at once , ·thus making 
possible a ithdrawal at sport notice . ••• Hereby, 
and against the recommendatJ.on of O. B. SW the movement 
Autumn Fog was postponed . Instead he was promised 
men and ·mater el to enable him to carry out his 
mission . The fulfilment of this promise however 
proved difficult . Nevertheless , O. B. SW , who had 
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requested 23 , 800 men , was advised ·on 26 Sop that he 
would receive 20 , 000 men by l Oct • 

••• At noon on 27 Sep O.B.sw· again requested author
ity to initiate the movement . He based his pl ea on 
tho fnct that the tvro big attacks on his southern 
front wore continuing and that the enemy nir force 
was reinforcing its attacks against the front and 
the rear area . Indications of a push over the Alps 
against Turin were becoming more numerous and the 
possibility of londings on tho Riviera nnd"in the 
rear of Tenth Army had to bo reckoned with . The 
vacanc i es r esul ting from Onsualti es coul d no l onger 
be fill ed by r eplacements . The danger of a·br eak
through in the direction of Imoln - Bologna, putting 
Tenth 1~ in a most difficult situation and 
thrcutoning to mako the extensive movement Of t ho 
11.:rmy of Li guri a in the.lUps impossible was gr owing 
constc.ntly. Therefore, if the enemy advance could 
not be checked within the next few days , the 
initiation of the movoment was necessary ••• 

On 5 Oct O. B. SW \Vas informed th~t the Fuehrer, for 
politic::U , l!lilitary and administrative reasons! hnd 
decided to defend the 1...pcnnine front and to ho d 
upper Italy not only until late fall , but· indefinitel~r 
With this in vi ew, O.B. SW was enjoined ••• t o br ing 
the front of 1 Para Corps to o.. final state of 
stabilization. 

(v. Schramm, _£E. cit , Photostat 981AlO.( DllA)), 
paras 136 - lN) 

24 Sep 

135 . While Fourteenth Army was already engaged in 
extensive preperations for pun.ping fresh blood to the danger 
spot , due to mounting pressure on its right wing Tenth Army 
now decided on further measures in support of its western 
s ector. 305 Inf Div would have to spread itself to tho r ight , 
nnd 98 Inf Div (to soI:te extent r ested and r einforc ed by now ) 
would have t o move up for early cornnitment . In the oain War 
Diar y of Tenth i'i::rmy the following was r ecorded: 

In the sector of 715 Inf Div , which since Fourteenth 
_ Army has taken over 44 Inf Div is now on the extreme 

right wing of Tenth .i..rmy, the enemy , nourished by 
steady streams of reinforcements , attacks during 
the whole day , ond is able to make penetrations in 
t he middle sect or , where ho is opposed by our badly 
exhausted troops . In view of the still tense 
situation , the - .:.1.rmy decides t o cotmlit 98 Inf Div on 
the right wing aft er its reorganization has been compl~ 
The departure of tho first regineiital group is 
ordered for the f olloWing evening. On the j,·.rmy• s 
le.ft wing too , the enemy curries out nuner ous 
attacks with ta.nk support , the point of main effort 
be i ng on the c6ast in the sectors of 29 Fz Gr on Div 
and 1 Para Div . These attacks cannot yet be regarded 
as the beginning of the third phase of tho great 
offensive , but are reconna issances in force . In the 
evening large tank concentrations are observed in 
this area. 
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As tho moving into position of the enemy ' s artillery 
too can now be regnrded ns ended , it is oxpected that 
in the course of the next fo'il days he will renew his 
attenpts at breaking through . 

Included in the nensures f or strengthening the front , 
Ii.my Group i s tioVing up 94 Inf Div o.nd oonpensat ing 
the Adriatic Const CoDlI!ltind with one grenadier regimen1 
from 162 (Turc) Inf Div. 

(G.M. D.S . - 61437/1 , Tenth .Arny , W. D. 8 , 24 Sep 44) 

136 , In t he fl.driatio sector 4 Brit Div had established 
a bridgehead ac r oss t he river Uso ; 90 Pz Gren Div had been 
f orc ed to fall back in consequence of flanking attacks from 
Santarcruigol o , and by the ond of the dny l Para Div had 
reported no l ess t han 27 a ttacks ili battalion strength on its 
positions during the l ast 36 hours . (Ibid) Though r el atively 
small , the new withdrawals in the s actor had a disconcerting 
effect on Marshal Kesselring: 15th iU!rJ.y Group was punching 
with both fists; the kr:TJy" Group had been forbidden to move 
behind the Po , · and the str at egical implications were frightening 
to contenpl ate . In prolonged t elephone conversations with his 
Army commanders Kesselring stressed t~e incalculable consequencei 
of a breakthrough t o Inol a , ahd demanded increased hardness 
on the part of all cornha.nders, (G. McD. S. - 61437/15 , Tenth A:rr:ly , 
W. D, 8, Appx 23- 26 Sep, Appx 1272 , tol cons 24 Sep 44 , · 
(Photostat 981AlO. (D267)) , and 62211-l/l , Fourteenth Arny , W. D. 4 , 
24 Sep 44) 

25 Sep 

137 . While on this day Fifth Army was not making any 
significant ga ins , Eighth Arrn.Y' showed unrrd.stakable signs of 
being r eady f or a new advence . In the Main War Diary of Tenth 
Axmy t he f ollowing was recorded : 

On the right wing the eneoy continues his attacks 
throughout the day , extending then to the Sout h
east, and i s everywhere repulsed by our stubborn 
def enc e . 

In the area of 76 Pz Corps the enemy' s point of main 
effort lies between the Via Emilia and the coast , 
where in bitter fighting , and at the cost of heavy · 
casualties , the enEr.:IY gains gr ound on the l eft wing. 
The arrival of eneny f o:rnations in the front line , 
either brought up from the rear areas or reinforced 
in the vicinity of the front, tho very actively 
conducted r econnaissance activiti es of the last few 
days , c ombined with methodic al a rtillery ranging and 
t he systematic demolition of communications in the 
r ear areas froo. the air , indicate t hat a new major 
offensive by Eighth Army' s right wing is directly 
i mminent . In connection her ewith, the enemy will 
continue hi s attacks in t he nountai ns with the object 
of breaking through al ong the Via Emilia in the directi c 
Bologna - Faenza . 

I n the a r oa of 76 Pz Corps 72 enemy tanks were put out 
of action between 22 and 25 Sep. 

(G. M. D. S. - 61437/l , Tent h Army , W.D . 8, 25 Sep 44) 
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138 . Telephonic reports by the ·~ connandor 
r ognrding the reappearance of rested and replenished 5 Cdn l'l-rmd 
Div , as well as the general picture of three enorzy am.cured 
divisions and four armoured brigades spoiling for a break
through , induced tho Artl.y Group coI:IIllailder to countenance in 
a dvanc e D. "rolling with the punch" and to deoond extensive 
deployrient in depth . Such tactical elasticity would keep the 
troops froo boing deci ated by artillery fire , and would at 
l eas t s ave tho front fron being pierced. (G • • D. S . - 61437/15 , 
Tonth ey, · • D. S, p:px 23- 26 Se , ppx 1288 , 25 Sep 44) 
(Photos tat 981 'U.O . l D267)) 

26 Sep 

139 . On tho loft wing of Fourteenth Arny 44 Inf Div 
.had failed to cone up to expectations and had lost M, 
Pratol ungo and M. Acuto . Tumediat cly east of these mountains 
the Division was forced back to a thinly held blocking line 
free Castel del"Rio to Budrio . Contact With Tenth 1;.rray was 
not established . (G .M. D. S . - 62241/1 , Fourteontb Army , i.n. 4, 
26 Sep 44) . The situation on Tenth Arny ' s front was Surn!lB.rized 
as follows: 

As on the previous day, the figh t ing on the ii..rIJY' s 
extrene right 1ing is dependent on tho developm. nt 
of the situation in the sector of its neighbour on 
the right . Severe fighting develops east of M. Croce . 
The enemy now extends his attacks as far as the road 
Marradi - Faenza . Enemy armoured reconnai ssance is 
already on the mountain pass r oad at Bagno di 
Romagna too With the arrival of 290 Gren Regt 
(98 Inf Div} in tho battle area on the ii.rmy ' s right 
wing the front is now more densely occupied . But 
in spite of many attenpts on the part of 51 Mtn Corps , 
contact with its western neiglibour across the Army 
boundary cannot beestabl shed. Thus the danger of a 
further enecy penetration reIJB.ins . 

On the · driatic the fighting between Via Er!lilia and 
the coast inore ~ses in severity, but up to now the 
enoray has gained but little ground . In expectation 
of a renewed najor attack preceded by drum.fire and 
massed bo~bs , tho f r ont is echeloned far to the rear, 
with the objoot'of LJ.ini izing the otherwise unavoid
able casualti es . 

( G. M. D. S . - 61437/l 1 Tonth ;.rm.y , ~ • D. 8 , 26 Sop 44) 

140. In the day's telephone convcrs tions the 
pot ential danger in t ho situation on the right wing as not 
being l!linimized , but nevertheless ho c antro of gravity was 
definitely r ecognized as continuing t o be locat ed on tho 
driatic side; · The Ei ght h ..my soe cd to be changing its 

method though , and t ho c o!i!Illmidur of 76 Pz Corps reported that 
the opponent sooncd t o deviate fron t he r ecent pat tern of large
scnle attacks ru1d would "naint in co t a t pro~sure with 
somewhat smallor forc es . (Ibid) . During the day the first 
transports from 94 Inf DivJ::Oft Istria for Ferrara. , where the 
Division was to bo conc entrated with all poss ible speed as 
an Army Group r es erve . The fir s t f or rntion t o be dispatched 
vas 276 Gren Regt . (G. · . D. ~ . - 61437/ 15 , Tenth /.;r. , . D. 8 • 
Appx 23- 26 Sep , ppx 13ll t 1312 d 1313) . 
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l41 . In n special Bessago t o all Corps and 
Divisional Cor~andcrs , General v . Vi etinghoff on this day set 
f orth the cconoruc end nili tary r easons which nade it 
i npcr ative t o hol d uppor r t.iy as l ong as possible and to 
exact n h0 avy pric e f or every f oot of gr ound . He added that 
this t ask could not be carried out by mere r outine procedure ; 
but r equired sustained t op pcrforr:iance in the art of coma.and. 
A phot ost atic copy and a transl ati on of the docua.ent appear 
as Appendix "0" t o t his r eport (G. M. D. S . - 61437/15 , Tenth 
1>.xny , W. D. 8 , Appx 23-26 Sep , Appx 1310 , 26 Sep 411.) 
(Phot ost at 9811'10 . ( D278)) . 

142. The infantry strengt h of Tenth /u:my at that 
time was r oughly indic at ed .in t he f~oy • s condition r eport 
f or the week anding 25 Sop. Exclusive of 44 Inf Div , (now 
with Fourteenth 1...r~y) t ho Ji:rny conprised 92 bat tali ons of 
varying str ength: 

Cl ass ificati on 

Strong (over 400} 
Fairly strong (below 400) 
Aver a$e (below 300 ) 
Weak (below 200 } 
Exhausted (bel ow 100} 
Dissolved 
Unreported 

Total 

Nunber of 
Battalions 

10 
16 
26 
21 
16 

l 
2 

92 

Using statistical averages this would indicate a strength of 
appr oxinat ely 21 , 500 men . It would be a r eas onably safe 
estimate t o say t hat the infantry strength of the h.roy at 
t hat ti.me was definitely less than 25 , 000 men , and probably 
nearer t o 20 ,000. A photostatic copy of this weekly r eport 
i s being r etained. Additional i nterest attaches t o the 
document f or tho r eason that it contains the nanes of the 
divisionOJ. commmiders and t fic ir First Ope r ations Offioers·at 
the time . (Ibid , Ap~x 1319 , 25 Sep 44) (Phot ostat 981.AJ.O . 
(D279)) -

143. Contrary t o expectations the inner wings of the 
two German Armies had hitherto been unable t o heal the festering 
sore at the front . fi.ny :rurther det erioration would lead to 
the early interdiction of the vitD.l Vi u Emilia . The War Diary 
of Fourt eenth !J:ny leaves no doubt that the. situation on this 
day assumed the character of a grave crisis . l Para Corps was 
virtually exhaus t ed. The designetions of s ome o f the r eserves 
now being dru.I!lraed up ·ror dispatch t o the front·c1e~rly 
botrayod their prospective ineffectiveness . M. Battaglia t 
Castel del Rio nnd M. Carneval e had been lost ; only the aavent 
of very bad weather or·a change in pl ans by the enemy could 
mit~gate tho s ituation . Bot h of these eventualities did occur . 

144 . In t he ~driatic sector steady pressuro by 1 Cdn 
Corps forc ed 29 Pz Gron D:iv and 1 Pa r a Div to begin wheeling 
back towards t he Fi umicino (G. M. D.S . - 61437/16 W. D. 8 , 
Appx 27- 30 Se:p ; l1ppx 1337 , t el cons 27 Sep 44) (Phot ostat 
981AlO. (D267)J . 26 Pz Div report ed heav-y fighting and 
penetrations at s. Mauro . Very doterr.lined pr essure wus be ing 
exerted by 5 Brit Corps ' nort hwest of Poggi o Berni . (~, 
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Appx 1333, sit rep Tenth 1.Tmy, 27 Sep 44) (Photostat 981.AlO. 
( D252)) 

28 Sep 

145-. A pr ognosi s of the role to be played by the 
weather in the months to co e was s een in the copious rains 
which were drenching the f r ont on this day . t the height 
of the difficult situati on in the Santerno valley Kesselring 
had asked his Army co.rhmanders to attend a conference at his 
t actical headquarters . Whan the meeting ~egan, at 1300 hrs 
on 28 Sep, pessimism had somewhat receded. The substance of 
the various declarations oade on this occasion was r ecorded by 
Tenth Army in a nemorandum. The docunent appears in 
photostatic and translated f or m as Appendix "P" ·to this 
r eport (G •• n.s . - 61437/161 Tenth i'lrmY , i.D ; ~! Appx 27-30 
Sep 1 ppx 1349, 28 Sep 44) ~Photostat 981AlO . (ll~80)} . On the 
whole the docunent represents a summation by an authoritative 
source of sub j ect matter set forth in greater detail in 
prec eding paragraphs. It corroborates v. Schrrunm' s statements 
r egarding the directives received by Kesselring at that time 
(see para 134) . 

146. On the eas t ern wing of Fourteenth r my further 
r everses were suffer ed to the right and l eft of Castel del Rio; 
in addition now t he rear units of the formations there were 
engaged in heavy fighting with organized guerillas , but on the 
whole .Fifth Army ' s attacks seened to be lessening in intensity. 
(G. M. D.S . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth A:rmy , W.D. 41 28 Sep 44). 
In the area of Tenth ilrmy the day was characterized by the 
beginning of a series of futile and cost ly attempts to 
regain possession of t e summit of • Battaglia. Near the 
coast the fighting was fiercest in the sector of 90 Pz Gren 
Div in and at Savignano . spite heavy r ains 1 Cdn Corps 
maintained strong pressure , From Savignano t6 the coast the 
Germans were now deployed al ong the Fi umicino . 76 Pz Corps 
considered the day as successful one for the defenders: 

••• In obstinate and sullen fighting ••• our troops 
obtained a full defensive success . By the personal 
efforts of co:m:nanders the troops were carried for
ward time and again ; enemy penetrations r olled back 
in counter-thrusts and count er- attacks , and t he 
main lino of resistance kept intact at the cost of 
high casualt i es on both sides . In several penetration 
areas fighting i s still in progr ess . 

(G •• D.S. - 61437/1 , .D. 8, Tenth i..I"DlY , 28 Sep 44) 

Tenth Army's s ituati on map for · 28 and 29 Sep is being retained 
i n· photostatic fo ( G.M. D. S. - 61437/22, Tonth Ar rey , sit ma:ps 
21-30 Sep, sit I!laP 28 and 29 Sep 44) (Photostat 981Al.O.( D281)) . 

29 Sep 

147. Fourteenth h:rny reported no enga ements of 
consequence . Tenth il'filY moved its tactical headquarters from · 
Pizzocalvo t o Sabbioncello san Vittore (8 km south of Copparo). 
In t he Main War Diary of tho Army the day ' s events were sum
marized us follows: 
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Today the . focal point of the fighting on tho right 
wing is M. Battaglia, the possession of which is of 
decisive ioportanco for tho developnent of the 
defensive front in the present line. The defender , 
whose fr eedom of action is hampered fron three sides , 
still occupies the castle ruins on the swm:Ut , which 
with the ass istanc e of guerillas has been developed 
into a fortified stronghold. 

Contact with the neighbouring 1...roy has been es
tablished. 

On the Adriatic front tho ground is still very muddy 
and can be ' travcrsed by vehicles only with great 
difficulty . In spite of occasional fine intervals , 
tho enea.y air force ronains inactive , presunably on 
account of soft runways . While addi~ional enemy 
concentrat ions havo been observed , the only fighting 
of any inportance is taking place in tho sect6r of 
90 Pz Gren m.v , where Savignano has been lost . 

In view of tho difficult terrain , oven if the weather 
should clear up , the r esunption of heavy fighting is 
not expect ed before l Oct. 

(G. M. D. S. - 61437/1, Tenth A:rr:iy , W. D. 8 , 29 Sep 44) 

30 Sep 

148 . Renewed attempts to retake the sUilll!lit of M. 
Battaglia failed; Bad weather in the idriatic sector prevented 
najor operations . The Gcrrmn withdrawal across the lower 
Fiunicino had been carried out in the nick of tine. ..: .. t 1040 
hrs Runkel said to Wentzell : 

The crossi ng of t he Rubicon~ yesterday is said to 
have been sonething indescribable . Men drovmed and 
some guns were literally washod away . ••• 

(G.M. D. S. - 61437/161 Tenth ilXny , W . D ~ 8 , A~~x 1387 , 
t el cons 30 Sep 44) \?hotostat 981i.J.O. (D267)J 

Wel l - prepared situation maps of 51 Mtn Corps and 76 Pz Corps 
on 30 Sep a re being retained in photostatic forn (G.M.D.S ~ -
61437/22 , Tenth h:rmy , sit naps·21-Jo Sep , sit naps 30 Sep, 
51 Mtn Corps (Photostat 9811.J.O. ( D282)) and 76 Pz Corps 
(Phot ostat 981Al0. (D283)) . 

149 . A picture of the psychological-warfare methods 
employed by Tenth Army at the t ime is found in the detailed 
report for the month of September by the Propaganda Liaison 
Officer at t he Headquarters of Tenth Army (G.M. D. S. - 62439/ 2 , 

I On the available maps the name Uso i s followed by the word 
"Rubicone" . Runkel however was in possession of a map on 
which the Fiu.micino was given as Rubicon , and following 
his telephonic suggestion references to the Rubicon were 
references to the Fiwnicino (ibid , t el cons 29 Sep 44) 



- 73 -

Tenth ti:rrry , ~ . D . 8 , Int . Reps Sep 44 , Report r opaganda Liaison 
Offr) ( hotostat 9Cl1U.O;(D234)) . tabulation in this docunent 
shows th t a total of 2, 945 , 000 l eaflets , panp ets and "nows
papers" wer o dr opp3d a.t the front during the month . 500 , 000 
copi es were made of . tho report on a fictitious interrogation of 
a Colonel rionoff , who was said to have been a departnenta.l 
head i the Soviet inis~ry of nr , to have r peo.tedly conversed 
with stulin and Tiooshonko , and t o h ve r evealed Soviot anbit ions 
for tho future . To this tho }.:rny cor.J.filender , or his Chief of Staff , 
had added the following o rginal noto : "Did he at l eas t exi st? 
Ploaso inforo. nt once' • Custoc- tailored mate i a l was prepared 
for the Canadians : 

For tho Canadian troops a short story "Tony and Jenny" 
was written and 250,000 co ies printed'. It tolls how 
at hone tfi girl friend of a voluntee~who is fig1iting 
i n Eurcpo,is talcen over by a war pr ofiteer (ibid). 

The Canadian born and raised ~ife 

Burnoster (305 Inf Div) pr pured . 
Ontario" 1 which exc elled in local 
copi es ) ~ibid) 

of Interpreter 
"Letter f r oo 

col our. (250 , 000 

Nearly two IJ.illion 1 eo.fl ots wore di stributed anong the civilian 
population : 

To show the conditions prevailing in the i:U..lied 
occupied part of Italy- 500 , 000 facsimiles wor e made 
of a f ictitious l ett er f r om a Canadian soldi er 
hospitalized at Trentol a (ibid) . 

1 ~ 10 Oct 

150. · On 1 Oct the atteupts to r etain onte Batt glia 
were given up . But cohesion between tho two '...rrll.es ad een 
established again and tho GeIT'lB.!1s were hopeful of pr eventing 
Fifth Army fron r eaching the Via Er!lilia . In t he driatic s actor 
t he r uins had softened the ground , thereby ensuring a breathing 
spell for 76 z Corps . On 1 Oct Tent uny had the follOWing 
formations under i ts conu:mnd , from\ est to East . 

51 ftin Corps 1i th ' 

76 Pz Corps with 

715 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div ( one regiment co t

ted with 715 Inf Div ; 
two still recuperating) 

305 Inf Div 
356 Inf Div 

114 Jg Div 
278 Inf Div 

90 Fz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gren D1 v 

1 a Div 

Commander Vonotian Coast with 162 (Turo) Inf Div and 
Co.IDr.1Bild er De.fence 'i.l' oa: Venice ( j - Gen Gall) 

(G.M. n.s . - 63426/1, Tenth Army , W.D. 9, 1 Oct 44) 

Fourteenth U'I!1Y at that time comprised the follo~ing a j or 
formati ons : 
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1 Para Corps with 334 Inf Div (nearest to boundary ) 
44 Inf Div 

362 Inf Div 
4 Pura Div 

16 S • S • Pz Gren Div 
94 Inf Div (en route to . ."U"Illy) 

Infantry Training Brigade 

14 Pz Corps ith 65 Inf Div 

Army Reserve : 

42 Jg Div 
135 Fortress Brigade 

1043 Gren Regt (from 232 Inf Div) 

Battle Group composed of elements 
from 100 - n Re (5 Mtn Div) 

sohematic order of battle of the large formations of the 
A:rmy was is sued on 1 Oct . photostatic copy of the document 
appears as Appendix 11Q, 11 ·to this report . (G.M. D. S. - 65922/ 2, 
Fourteenth Army, W. D, 5, ppx 998 , 1 Oct 44) (Photostat 
981A1.0 . (D287)). tabulation or the G.H. Q. troops then with 
Fourteenth Army was issued on the sal:le day (ibid , ppx 999 , 
1 Oct 44) (Photostat 9811-J.O . (D288}) . ~ 

151. Contrary to earlier intentions it was now 
decided to move 94 Inf Div ediately to the left wing of 
Fourteenth Army .to r elieve 44 Inf Div (2J2. cit, . D. Tenth 

my, 1 Oct 44) . C. of s . 51 tn Corps told Wentzell on 
the telephone that Canadians had been seen near Marradi , 
ond that attention would have to be given to this fact . 
(G. M. D.s . - 63426/2( Tenth Army , 1. D: 9 , ~px 1- 6 Oct , Appx 10, 
t el cons 1 Oct 44) Photostat 98lfJ.O. (D285)} . ( ote : The 
Canadians that had bee seen · ht have been either from · 
11 Cdn Armd Regt , then oper ating i n support or 1 Brit Div, or· 
from 14 Cdn Armd Regt , then operating in support of 8 Ind Div. 
See.H , S. Report No . 175 .) 

152. On 3 Oct it bec ame necessary for Tenth Army to 
lend further assistance t o the hard- pressed eastern wing of 
the neighbouring ;' y . Due to rain and raging waters the 
Adriatic sector was quiet; there was moderate pressure on the 
centre and right wing of 51 Mtn Corps , but the two still un
committed egi.ments from 98 Inf Div had to be dispatched to 
the sector across the inter- army boundary , where 334 Inf Div 
had replaced falt ering 44 Inf Div and ~as no in difficulties 
itself . In addition to this the boundary was temporarily 
shifted , and 715 Inf Div took over the responsibility for one 
r egimental sector of 334 Inf Div . In connection with all 
these movements the War Diary of Tenth Army carried the 
following notation : 

3 Oct • • • In so doing Tonth Army relinquished the 
last reserves which could have been made 
available to moet any situation arising in the 
ountains or a~ the coast . The resumption 

of l arge- scale fighting on the driatic 
however nay now be looked forward to with 
confidenc e . Thanks to the weather the 
divisions huve somo time for recuperation and 
for the ilhprovoment of their deeply echelonned 
positions . 

(G. A~ . n . s . - 63426/1, Tenth my , .D. 9 , 3 
Oct 44) 
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153 . On 4 Oct the Fi~h ii.rDY exerted very strong 
pressure on both sides of the Fu.ta Pass . Tenth A:r y pointed 
out that , due to the deflection of potential reserves , an 
Allied attack on the Adriatic would have to bo met with 
tactics of "nobile warf e 11 • 76 Pz Corps received orders to 
reconnoitre a defence line·between Inola and the Valli di 
Comacchio (ibid , 4 Oct 44) • . -
154. On 5 Oct , af'tor losing nore ground along the 
Futa r oad , 4 Para Div and 362 rnr Div succeedod in halting the 
eneny for the time being , -The "Final .u.pprcciation of the fay" 
in the Main War Diary of Tenth Army r oad : 

Toda the enemy attacks again at tho centre of the 
y' s front end at t e inner wings of the two 

Corps ( Sogliano al Rubicons) . On the .. \rmy' s loft 
wing increased enetiy artillery f'ire . As , due to the 
weather , the ene:oy i s unable to attack at the coast, 
a shif't of t he "centre of gravity" to the area east 
of the Savio valley is within the r ealms of 
possibility. The attack on Sogliano indicates that 
fron there he intends to break through in the 
direction of Cesena. In consequence the y 
issues orders to 76 Pz Corps to nak.e · ediate 
arrangements pc itting the conn:nttnent of 29 Pz 
Gr en Div at the Corps boundary on short notice . ••• 

In addition to this, one regimental group from 
90 Pz Gren Div is to be assembled during the night 
5/6 Oct as a mobile Corps Reserve . 

(Ibid, 5 Oct 44} 

On this day Tenth Army issued a comprehensive Schematic Order 
of Battle . A photostatic copy and a translation of the 
document ppear as Appendix "R" to this report . ( G • • D. S. -
63426/2 , Tenth Anily, • . D. 9, Appx 1-6 Oct, Appx 93, 5 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0 . (D289}) 

155 . ·on 6 Oct the offensive of Fifth Army was stalled 
by bad weather. oderate pressure continued on the front of 51 

n Corps · on the front of 76 Pz Corps the day as uneventful . 
During the morning repo t Kesselring told v. Vietinghoff of an 
order which had been received from highest source : 

0925 hrs 6 Oct v . Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

K: 

v. V: 

K: 

• • • 

My high superior has sent me a message . 
He points out that Schlemm (1 Para Corps) 
must definitely be brought to a halt . 

It is about time . Otherwise certain 
consequences b come inevitable . 

These he declines . He says that each man 
must be convinced of the necessity. We 
must help.ourselves. Help yourself and God 
helps you . 

(G.M.D·. s . - 63426/2 , Tenth Army, w. n. 91 . 
App 1- 6 Oct, pp± 106, tel cons 6 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0. (D285)) 
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The text or this message was passed on to the commander of 1 
Para Corps "for verbal communication to his divisional 
commanders . A photostatic copy and a transl ation of the 
latter document appoar as Appendix "S" to this report . 
(G.M. D. S. - 65922/2 , Fourteenth Army , W. D. 5 , f .. ppx 1014b, 
6 Oct 44} (Photostat 98LAJ.O. (D290}} 

156. Better weathor on 7 Oct l ed to a r esumption 
of Fifth Army ' s attacks . On the vrhole , 1 Para Corps was able 
to hold its positions on that day (G.M. D. S . - 65922/1, 
Fourteenth Army , W. D. 5 , 7 Oct 14-4.) . On the le~ wing of 51 
Mtn Corps British forces made further gains and advanced 
from Sogliano to the area of M. Farneto . In the Adriatic 
sector 76 Pz Corps was harassed by heavy artillery fire . At 
1705 hrs the Army commander told Kesselring that a :further 
thinning out of the front near the coast was dangerous and 
would entail an immedi ate withdrawal in case of a ser ious · 
att~ck (G. M.D.S. - 63426/1 , Tenth l.rmy , W.D. 9, 7 Oct 44} . 

157 . On 8 Oct , determined attacks by Fifth ll..r'mY with 
l arge forc es forced 1 Para Corps to yiel d further ground . Once 
more the situation was critical and a major breakthrough was 
prevented by a narrow mBi.rgin only. (QP. cit , W. D. Fourteenth 
Army 8 Oct 44) In the area of Tenthii..rmy the pressure on 51 
Mtn Corps and the right wing of 76 Pz Corps continued throughou 
the day . In order to havo unified command over the forces 
defending the approach to Cesena from the mountains , at 
1200 lirs 356 Inf Div was pl aced under the command of 76 Fz 
Corps . At 1930 hrs Marshal Kesselring called a t the head
quart ers of Tenth Army , and shortly thereafter 29 Pz Gren Div 
r eceived orders for immediate intervention at the junction of 
356 Inf Div and 114 Jg Div in the area between Savio and 
Sogliano . Despite the threat to Co~ena by 5 Brit Corps , 
General Herr remained of the opinion that the outflanking 
movements at the Army's centre were of a more or l oss 
diversionary nature , and that the main blow would fall near 
the coast . Earlier in the day MD.rshal Kesselring had announced 
the forthcoming arrival of 18 , 000 reinforcements from the 
convalescent hospitals in·northern Italy and of 3, 000 
replac ements from Germany. Sine e the Army Group had sui'f ered 
30,000 casualties during the month of September , this was not 
sufficient to restore previous strength, but enough to 
constitute a substantial alleviation of the manpower situation. 
(G.~ . D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth 1\.rmy, W. D. 9, 8 Oct 44} 

158. On 9 Oct heavy fightins continued at and east of 
the Futa Pass road (sector 65 Inf Div} and in the area ·west
north-west of Fonta.nolico (98 Inf Div and 334 Inf Div). On the 
whol e the German f orIIl!ltions held their lines , and individual 
penetrations ·were brought to a halt in the depth of the.main 
defence line . (.2.P. £ii, W. D. Fourteenth Army, 9 Oct 44) , In 
tfie area of Tentnl...rmy 51 Mtn Corps succeeded in r etaining 
M. Cece and in clinging to its positions in the Portico valley. 
76 Pz Corps was under particular pressure at M. Farneto and 
Montigallo . Counter-attacks were discontinued in view of the 
precarious situa tion of 1 Para Corps , which seemed to make 
advisable the concentration of one division from Tenth Army 
near Cesena as on operational r eserve . It vras therefore 
decided to make preparations for tho defence of the Savio 
sector south and southwest of' Cesena , and to withdraw 278 Inf 
Div from the front for this purpose ~ Orders were also given 
f or the accumul ation or·ruel for the· ferries and other means of 
traversing the River Po . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth .A:rmy, 
W. D. 9, 9 Oct 44} 
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159. In the early days of Septonbor both lunies had 
r eceived l etters frora Arny Group r oquosting infornation for 
tho J apanese Military Attacrr6 on experiences with largo 
fornations in counter- attacks on established enony beachheads . 
Tho r eports suboittod in this connoction by the two Armies 
appear in photostat i c and translated foro o.s Appendix "T" to 
this report . ( G. M.D .s . - 63426A f.1 onth 1 rny, W. D. 9, · A:ppx 
7-11 Oct , Appx 179/180 , 10 Oct 44) (Photostat 98lli.10.( D291)) 
and G. M. D. S. - 65922/2 , Fourteenth li:rn.y , w. D. 5, Appx 1028b, 
9 Oct 44) (Photostat 98ll·i.J.O. (D292)) . 
160. On 10 Oct , in sharply concentrated l ocal attacks , 
Fi~h limy endeavoured to exploit previous gains . apart fron 
262 Inf Div , which was driven fUrther back in the area east of 
the Futa Pass r oad , 1 Para Corps no..nagod to hold its positions 
i n hard fighting(~ cit , W. D., Fourteenth flXny , 10 Oct 44 ). In 
the area of Tenth .iU'.I!iy .. the na.i n pressure rested on 29 Pz Gren 
Div and 90 Pz Gren Div. The latter fornation was forced to 
withdraw , l eaving r oar gliards in the line Longiano - 2. 5 km 
south~enst of Ganbet toln. In tho Adriatic sector the day was 
~ui et , In tho afternoon the weather began to cl ear up. 
(G.M. D. S. - 63426/1, Tenth Arny , W.D. 9, 10 Oct 44) 

11 Oct 

161. On 11 Oot Fourteenth 11.rTJ.y succeeded in holding 
i ts positions against formidable nttacks on the cent r e of 1 
Para Corps during the night and throughout tho day (2.J?. cit , 
W. D. Fourteenth Ju:omy , 11 Oct) . During the day however , 
Marshal Kesselring decided to pluco 98 Inf Div , 334 Inf Div 
and 44 Inf Div under tho c ornra8Ild of Tenth Army ( 51 Mtn Corps) 
as of 0800 hrs 12 Oct . The three divis ions were to r emai n 
in present positions ; the inter- array boundary was to be moved 
correspondingly further wost ; tho G.H. Q. troops to renn.in 
in present attocb!lents , and Inf Trg Bde to be abs or bed by 44 
Inf Div. (G. M.D.S . - 63426/3 , Tonth 1.\rny , w.n. 9, Appx 7- 11 
Oot , Appx 214 , 215 , 216 and 217) According to the telephone 
conversation of 12 Oct it wns strongly felt that this step 
would bring about a decidedly noro adroit and eoononical 
handling of tho forces concerned . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/4, Tenth' 
.iu-ey , W. D. 9 , Appx 235 , t el c ons 12 Oct 44) (Photostat 98LUO. 
( D285)) . 
162. With 5 Cdn Arod Div in Corps Reserve , and flanked 
by 2 N. Z. Div on tho right nnd 46 Brit Div on the le~ , on 11 
Oct l. Cdn Inf Div began moving forward towards Cesena and the 
Savio. During the first phnso of tho advance , r esistance from 
the forces of 90 Pz Gren Div and 26 Pz Div was light; these 
divisions, and particul arly 1 Para Div nearer to the coast , 
were not disinclined to foll back to the bridgehead ·position 
at Cesena and the western bank of the swollen Savio, wher e 
defence action would be practicable and profitable onco nore . 
As expressed in various t elephone conversations between 7 ond 
11 Oct , Corps , ltrrey ruid li:rmy Group were again having I!lUCh 
trouble with Heidrich , who was holding 7 , 000 frosh r einforcononts 
in an area between the Rivers Po 8Ild Adige , was planning intens• 
ive training for these forces , and had visions of fortifying and 
defending Ravenna . Reminded by Kesselring - on the telephone 
and during a personal visit of the Marshal to divisional head
quarters - of the fact that such consider abl e forces could not 
be kept out of the fighting at the moment , Heidrich cl aimed 
to have received direct orders fron Hitler and Goering t o 
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rebuild his Division forthwith "for Fuehrer and Reich" . The 
plans for the Ravenna area, already countenanced by Herr , were 
disallowed by Kesselring; but on the whole the affair 
developed in the customary manner, and as described by 
Roettiger at 2035 hrs 10 Oct in the following words : 

He i drich has prevai led again . O. B. SW wants to talk 
to Hermann [Goering] about this ; but they already 
have enough other troubles up there . 

(G. M. D. S. - 63426/3 , Tenth Army , w. n. · 9, Ap~x 197 , 
tel cons 11 Oct 44) (Photostat 981AlO. (D285)) 

12 Oct 

163. ith the situation at 1 Para Corps showing signs 
of further deterioration, at 1545 hrs arshal esselring ordere 
the immediate transfer of 29 Pz Gren Div to Fourteenth Army to 
reli eve 362 Inf Div (1 Para Corps). A breakthrough to Bologna 
and Lake Comacchio would menn the bo tling up of 76 _ z Corps . 
The greatest danger to Te th hr1nyrested therefore in the attac 
on the Vin Emilia from the foothills , and 76 Pz Corps began 
thinking in t erms of a quick general withdrawal in case of · 
need . (G. M. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth .Army, .'1 . D. 9, 12 Oct 44). At , 
and north of the Via Emilia 90 Pz Gren Div was withdrawing unde 
some pressure; 26 Pz Div reportod the presence of enemy forces 
tho main defence line , o.nd 1 Para Div was harassing traffic 
across the Fi umicino . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/ 4, Tonth Army

4 
W. D. 9, 

Appx 12-15 Oct , AP~x 232 , sit r ep Tenth Army , 12 Oct 4 ) 
(Photostat 9811J.O. (D2$6)J . . 

164 . During the day v. Vietinghoff had visited the 
three divisions just taken over from 1 Para Corps . Though 
noted for an exceptionally even temper , the i.I'DlY commander 
r eturned to his headqu ters blazing with anger. Conrirming 
earlier remarks on the telephone: he wrote to Kesselring (who 
lmew it already ) that the divis ions had bean badly handled by 
Schlemm (Gen r 'Jf the ~· · r Force ·...irred SchleI!lI!l., Comd 1 Para 
Corps); that he ms unapproachable, inelastic and ruthless ; and 
that he was conducting purely line r nrf o and demanding 
immedi ate and ill-prep od counter- att .cks , thus ruining even 
good divisions in disproportionately quick time (ibid , ppx 238 

13 Oct 

165 . The rront of 1 Para Corps and 51 Mtn Corps 
continued to crumble bit by bit at all pressure points . I n
creased prepa.rations £or rurther advfillcos wore cl ear ly dis 
cernible . 90 Pz Gren Div stride the Via Emilia , and 26 Pz 
Div a t Gambettolu c~d on tho west bank of the Scolo Rigossn 
report ed defensive successes for t he day . (G •• D. S. - 63426/4 , 
Tenth Army , . D. 9 , ppx 12- 15 Oct~ .. ppx 256 , sit rep Tenth 
Army , 13 Oct 44) (Photostat 9811U.O.(D286)) Just south of the 
Via Emilia ms 2 Bn 200 Pz Gren Re gt ( 90 Pz Gron Div} ; between 
high1ay and Bulgc.ria vs 3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Rogt . lt Bulgaria 
were 1 and 3 Bns 361 Pz Gron RGgt 90 Pz Gren Div) ; at 
Gambettoln 2 Bn 9 Pz G en Regt ( 26 Pz Div), flanked by 1 Bn 
9 Pz Gron Bogt ( 26 Pz Div) ruid 26 Pz Reece Bn - all on tho est 
bank of the Scolo Rigossa , .Furthor on w s 1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt 
(26 Pz Div}; than as fo.r as Pte Rigossa , 2 Bn 39 I f Rcgt and 
2 Bn·40 Inf Regt (remnants of 20 G •• :_ .F. Div under command 26 Pz 
Div) . North- east of Pto Rigossn to tho sea was l Para Div , witl 
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4 Porn Rogt at tho divisional boundary . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/10 , 
Tenth Army , sit maps 11- 20 Oct , sit ap 13 and 14 Oct 44 ) 

166. In the in ~r Diary of Tenth ·:..rmy note was 
takon of tho fact that 4 Ind Div , 4 Brit Div and 56 Brit Div 
had vanished fro the ... driatic sector , ''which raight indicate 
the enemy ' s intention of increasing pressure in the di r ection 
of Bol ogna:, and eastwards of t ho Savio valloy on Cesona" 
(G •• D. S . - 63426/1, Tenth~~, l.D . 9 , 13 Oct 44) . Despi te 
t ho ardor for in:mcdic..te tr sf r , tho mass of 29 Pz Gren Div 
was still engaged in fighti g in the old sector ; at the same 
t imo t he first advance signs of a coming trEl.Ilsfer of 90 Pz Gr en 
Div were seen in tho fact that in t he evening of 13 Oct, Tent h 
i'i:rny dirGct od 76 Pz Corps to conc entrat e one regimental gr oup 
from 90 Pz Gren Div by the nor ning of 15 Oct in the area west 
of Cesena . (G •• D. S . - 63426/4 , Tenth ..rmy , . D. 9 , ~ ppx 12- 15 
Oct , lppx 259 , 13 Oct 44) 

14 Oct 

167 . Fourteenth i.rmy r port d some l essening in 
intensity of the attacks on 1 Para Corps (££ cit , Fourt eenth 
Army , W. D. 5, 14 Oct 44 ). A further crUI!lbling·of the f r ont at 
all pr essure points wns roported by Tenth · ~rmy . At the cos t 
of high casualties , particulo.r_y officers , a broakthrough was 
prevent ed however . Concern was c used by the reappearance of 
78 Brit Div wes t of tho Santerno . Further orders ore given 
for strengthening the defence in the Savio valley south of 
Cesena . (G.M. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , W.D. 9, 14 Oct) 
90 Pz Gren Div reported the loss of Gambettola : 

lftor hours or artillery pr paration the enemy , in 
battal i on strength o.nd s pported by·20 tanks , 
attacked 1 kll STr 12427 ( Gambottola) . Af't er heavy 
fighting and severe casualties the l ocal ity · 
[Gambettola ] 600 ct r os wost of 12427 was lost . 

Ind vidunl eno .y t ks adv ced north as far as th~ 
r ail ·ay line. Th~ penetration has been s ea.led off . . . 

(G . ~ . D . S . - 63426/4 , Tenth Army , 1. D. 9 , .ppx 12-15 
Oc t , Appx 278 , sit re Tenth '1.rmy , 14 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981AlO . (D286 }} 

situation map of 76 Pz Corps , as of 0800 hrs 14 Oct , is being 
ret a ined in photostatic fo rm (G. d. D.S . - 63426/101 Tenth Army , 
s i t maps 11-20 Oct sit map 76 Pz Corps , 14 Oct 44 ) 
(Photostat 981.lll.O .(D293) ). A part of this map showing German 
dis~ositions in the Cesena sector appears in photostatic form · 
as ppendix " to this report ( i id~ (Photostat 981Al.O , ( D294)) . 

L photostatic c opy is also being re~Oined or t he situa~ion ma~· 
of 51 n Corps on 14 Oct 44 {ibi ), (Photostat 98llu0 ,( D295) }. 

15 Oct 

168 . B. no the Gernans had gained a f airly accurate 
picture of lied regroupi n0 s . I.n 11Eneray Situation Map" was 
i ssued on 15 Oct . A photostatic copy of· the document appear s as 
Appendix "V" to thi s report . (G. ~ D . S . - . 63427 , 
Int Reps Oct 44} (Photostat 98JJJ.O . {D296)) Fourteenth .. 
reported rcconnaissnnce and hol · ng attacks on 14 _z Corps , and 
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tho continuation of heavy ttacks w·th v ry strong artillery 
support on 1 Para. Corps . ttucks wero ropulsed or penetrations 
s ealed off fter sons loss of ground . In view of the inter
polation of 1 U. S.Armd Div and the ·obvious readiness of several 
assault divisions for an a.11- out attack int he direction of 
Bologna. , Fourteenth '.!'DY expected n najor attack the next day , 
and ordered a ruthless de·u ation of the lines of 14 Pz Corps 
in f <2vour of 1 "':Iara Corps . u-ny Li riu had reported all 
uni ts of 232 Inf Div en route to Fourteenth U"IJY ; all but 1045 
Inf Re gt had arri vod and were novin15 to ·the front of 14 Pz 
Corps to relieve units r equired by 1 Para Corps. Concern was 
tel t over the delay in tho a.rri val of 29 z Gren Div, which was 
engaged in heavy ~ighting on 14 Oct end w s only now being 
relieved in the .old sector by 278 Inf Div. (G • .• D. S. - 65922/1 
Fou:teonth . oy , . • D. 5, 15 Oct) 

169, Most divisions of 51 Mtn Corps ruid 76 Pz C6rps 
reported sharp pressure on their po itions during tho day . 98 
Inf Div (in tho Sille r o valley) reported heavy artillery fire 
reaching as f as the En.ilia . ith onterenzio lost , fighting 
centred on the area nort - west of S Clenonta . 334 Inf Div 
reported heavy fi~hting f r • la Iiovc since midnight . 
Repeat od·attocks (78 Brit Div nnd 12 Cdn i.rod Regt) were 
repuls ed . Severo prossuro was felt by 90 Pz Gren Div; out
posts und rear elenants astride tho Vi Ea.ilia were forced 
back. Fressuro by superior opposin0 forces forced rea r 
elenents of 26 r:z Div to ith c.w in a northerl direction in 
a heavy delaying action . "~J'ter two hours of nrtillery 
preparation , and after several fruitless initial attempts , 
the opponent succeedGd in orosslng the Scola Rigossa at 
S. Angelo in Saline ." (G. M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth n::iy , W.D. 9, 
15 Oct 44) 

16 Oct 

170 . Du e to bad flying weather the attack of Fifth 
~ny astride the Futo Fass on this day did not assune the 

expected dir!lensions; but nevorthe less, a deep penetration w s 
de 2 kn west of the Fu.ta ass roa . This in turn nocessitnted 

tak: b b'.lck tho whole e' stern wing of 1 Paro Corps . In the 
fternoon 29 I z Gren Div assumed connand in t he penetration area 

(1 km north-west of ~uerceto and the western slope of M. Della 
Vigna), where 71 Pz Gren Regt (with total strongth of"280 men , 
and undor command of 65 Inf Div) had been forced back . The 
.r..cting .:rmy CoI:'.lC'.lander (Gener .Fridolin v. Sengor und Etterlin , 

Comd 14 z Corps) skcd shal Kesselring whether the dol "in. 
the arrival of tho bala.Iice of' 29 _z G.ren Div was unavoidable . 

s~ecd-up was pro · ised . (On cit, Fourtoonth ..rny , -~ . D . 5, 16 
Oct) ~ ~ . 
171 . a.jor att cks on the right wing of Tenth l.:rn:y did 
not oeteriali ze , but 98 Dif Div as h rd pressed and lost Ronco 
Britti o.nd • delle Tonbe . 334 Inf Div ·as holding fast in a 
n line l~ kD north- e st of • i~ _ieve . In the ~driatic sector 
90 Pz Gron Div , 26 z Div and 1 ur Div lost some ground under 
pressure : 

90 Pz Gren Div : Outposts withdrew to nain defence 
line under pressure .fron superior forces . ..f'ter 
noving into asscnbly positions durin0 the night 
(15/16 Oct), the enocy , supported by tanks , attacks 
on both si es of the Via Er!J.ili • ttuck is repulsed. 
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After obstinate fighting with assault detachments 
tho combat outposts on tho le~ ving aro also forced 
buck. 

26 Pz Di v : Superior onomy forces attuck our roar 
olemonts on tho right wing and force thom buck to 
tho outpost oa (of tho main defence lino) . During 
the noon hours onc13Y with tank support attacks combat 
outposts 3 km Gambettola . 

1 Para Div : Tho Division directs continuous har assing 
fire on enemy concentrations on the l oft wing of tho 
Division 8.fld stops G.D enemy attack 3 km NNE Gambettola . 

(G •• D.S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , .n. 9, 16 Oct ~4 ) 

172 . In the course of tho day ' s telophona conversa
tions c. of s. Fourteent h Army praised tho work of tho Acting 
h:rmy Cormnandor (par a 170 above ). 1 and 4 Para Divs had 
r oooived large drafts of reinforcements from tho Gorman Air 
Fore o , and the high staff off ic ors of the U'"1I1Y Group and tho 
two U'IUios were exploring the best method of approaching 
Heidrich and Trettncrif: with a view to obtaining a loan of 
1 1 000 replaceIJents fron ea6h Parachute Di vision until the· 
arrival of tho Army- drafts . It was a difficult situation. 
Nent zol l so.id to Roott!gar: "Wi th t ho paratroops it i s not 
s6 that O. B . SW can interforo with orders ". Kesselring and 
v . Vietinghoff agreed that the loss of the areas east of 
the Savio was unpleasant but not tragic . The left ~ing of 
76 Fz Corps (fro Cesena to the coast) would have to make tho 
difficult crossing of the rivor whe n there was a tomporary 
l ess ening of pressure ; rear elements were nt the front 2 o.nd only 
allowed themselves to be forced bar.k slowly. With 1 Can Inf Div 
in action , 5 Cdn Armd Div woul d not be far away; tho "centre of 
Gravity" however was of course on the right side of th~ active · 
front . (G •• D. S . - 63426/5 1,Tcntb , W. D. 9 , .Appx: 16-21 Oct , 
f .. ppx 319 , tel cons 16 Oct 44) (Photostat 98ll..lO. ( D285)} 

" 
17 Oc t 

173 . In heavy fighting , 1 ru Corps succeeded in 
holding its positions · ith the exc eption of the area west of 
tho F'Uta Pass road . 29 Pz Gren Div repulsed nine consecutive 
attacks.and eliminated all penetrations by immediate counter
thrusts . (G.M.n.s. - 65922/1, Fourteenth Army , w.n, 51 17 Oct 
44} . The gangrenous cond tion at the focal points was most 
pronounc ed at the inter-army boundary , where 98 Inf Div (now 
with n total fighting ~trongth of 455 men) was unable to 
prevent a breakthrough. Calls for help to both Armies brought 
i odiate assistanco , and an order from Tenth Army for the 
immediate di spatch of 190 Pz Reoce Bn ( 90 Pz Gren Div) to tho 
sore spot , height 622 , north of Ticnco Britti . ( ~.M . n. s~ - 63426/1. 
Ten~h Array , W.D. 9, 17 Oct 44 ) 

174. In the driatic sector , British and Canadian 
forces worked their v y closer t o Ces ena . 90 Fz Gren Div 
w s attacked along tho Vin Emili and the r nilroed line . Tho 
Canadian advance along tho railroad line was eventually 
stopped after heavy and costly f i ghting. 26 Pz Div l ost ground 

Jit TREr!NER, Heinrich , uj - Gen, Cond 4 Para Div 
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north of Ruffio . l Para Div was under cons t ant har assing fire , 
repuls ed an attack 2 km Wost of Sala , and laid harassing fire on 
concentrations near Sala (ibid), In viow of the possibility 
of a breakthrough to Bologna , and the necess ity for thinning 
out 76 Pz Corps i n favour of tho i\..~my ' s right wing, as well 
as in vi ew of the British advance f r om the South and the 
Canadian advance along t he a.xi s of t he Emilia. on Cesena, 76 Pz 
Corps proposed a withdrawal·in a northwest erly direction t o 
avoid possible oncircl omont, A:rmy Group r o:fus ed consent , and 
demanded t hat Cesena be hold ( ibid) . In t ho t elephone 
conversations t he consensus of opini on was that unless 
something drastic wer e done immedi ately , the Via Emilia would 
be l ost within the week . The balance of 29 rz Gren Div and 
90 Pz Gren Div woul d have t o be withdrawn from 76 Pz Corps 
r egardless of the consequences ~ Viotinghoff told Kesselring 
on the telephone that 1 Para Div mi ght be able to stom the 
tide if it were moved to a critical ·sector . (G.M.D . S ~ -
63426/5 , Tenth Ju:my , W. D. 91 Appx .16- 21 Oct , Appx 339 , tel 
cons 17 Oct 44) (rhot ostut ~81A10 . (D285)) 

175 . Regarding 1 Cdn J.,.rocl Bde , the "Enemy Situation 
Bulletin" of 51 Mtn Corps carried the :following notation on 
15 Oct : 

Unclarified in particular a.re t he whereabouts of 
l Cdn Armd Bdo , which , accor ding t o l~lied reports , 
has given valuable supJ:>Ort in tho ar ea between 
Florence o.nd Bologna • . 
(G.M. D.S. - 63602 , - 51 Mtn Corps , Int Reps Sep and 
Oct 44 , 15 Oct 44J . . 

In a t elephone conversation a t 1130 hrs 17 Oct , c . of s. 
51 Mtn Corps told Wentzell that ca.n~dic.n tanks had been seen 
in the ar ea of M. Cece , where all three battalions of 66 Bde 
(l ~rit Armd Div) were con:r:Utted ( o~ cit , tel cons 17 Oct 44) . 

176. 
as of 10 Oct 
lccording t o 
as follows : 

A schematic order of battle Of Army Group "C tt 
44 appeared in t he r ecords of Tenth i~my on 17 Oct . 
this docunent the L:rray Group was then composed 

ARMY GROUT "0 " 

ARMY OF LIGURIA 

75 Corps 

Corps Lombardin 

34 Inf Div 
5 Mtn Div 

157 (Res ) hlt n Div 

3 Rogt Br andenburg (less 1 Bn) 
Rcgt h~oeralpen 

148 Inf Div (upgr aded :fron Res) 
232 Inf Div · 

3 Ital Div (s. Marco ) 
4 Ital Mtn Div (M. Rosa) 
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FOURrEENTH ARMY 

14 Pz Corps 

1 Par o. Corps 

TmTH ARMY 

94 Inf Div 
42 Jg Div 

135 Fo1 .. tress Bde 

334 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div 
65 Inf Div 
44 Inf Div (H. & D. ) 

4 : o.r a. Div 
362 Inf' Div 
16 S. S . ~z Gren Div 

20 G. A. F. Fd Div (under direct connnand) 

51 Mtn Corps 

76 Pz Corps 

715 In f' Div 
305 Inf Div 

90 rz Gr en Div 
l I'ar'.l Div 

26 Pz Div 
114 Jg Div 
278 Inf Div 
356 Inf Div 

29 :i:'z Gren Div 

Commander Venetian Coast 

1 62 (Turc) Inf Div 

OPERATIOOS ZONE ADRILTIO COJiSTLAND ( 97 Corps H. Q,. ) 

188 (Res ) Mtn Div 
237 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 

A photosto.tic copy of the document o.ppears as l"ppendix "W" to 
this r eport . ( G. M. D. S . - 63426/5 , Tenth Army , \'l . D. 91 b.pp± 16- 2 
Oct , A~px 242b , 17 Oct 44 f or 10 Oct l:.4) (Photostat 9Bl.h.1.0 . 
(D297}) Apart from soallor form~tions and G. H. Q. troops , the 
Army Group accordingly conprisecl a total of 30 divisions , one· 
of which was a panzer di vis i on , three wer e panzer gronadier 
di visions and 26 wore infantry divisions . In strength and 
fighting value ther e wore of cours o tremendous differenc es 
between theso f orr.mtions , wnich r ::-.Pgod from elite down to 
quite inferior nggregations . With the Vie Emilie serving as 
a base lino f o r l atero.l novenents t he Germe.ns had little 
difficulty in shifti ng f o roetions t o sectors where ass istance 
wcs needed most urgentl y et tho ~omcnt . Tho ol nsticity of 
t he Gerno.n thaatre conncnd in tho r 0gr ouping of forc es no doubt 
was one of the rm.in f actor s prevont i ng t he debouchmcnt of the 
Allied f orces in tho sec ond half of October from the hills 
and vall eys t o tho Via Emilia . 

177. A compl oto · sahematic order of battle of Tenth 
Army was i ssued on 1$ Oct . A photostatic c opy of tho 
documont appears o.s AppondiX ''X" t o t his r eport ( G. M. D.S . ... 
63426/5 , Tenth Arfl.y , \"l . D. 9 , 1\.ppx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 371, 18 Oct 44 
(Phot ostat 9811~0 . {D298)) 
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178. At t he front of 1 Pa r a Corps pressure continued 
unabated , and , as the day went on , tho situation on the right 
wing of 51 Mtn Corps showed further dot or ioration , while the 
le~ wing reported hol di nG attacks by the nowly ·col!ltllitted 
2 rol Corps . 200 r z Gr en Re gt ( 90 Pz Gren Div) , which was 
urgently needed in the sect or of 98 Inf Div , was locked in 
fi erce and cos tly fighting with Canadian units advancing along 
the Via Emilia and the r ailroad line . South of Oes ena the 
s ituation was no l ess ser ious , and on the right flan.k of the 
Canadians the New· zoal a.nder s t oo wor e fi ghting at the 
r isc i at ello ri vor . In t ho L.teo.n:birr.e however Marshal Kesselri.Iig 
had r ecoivod strict or der s not t o yi eld gr ound in any sector. 
This meant that in order to hold ground in n r el atively un
i mportant sect or t ho whol e ~ Gr oup was being plac ed in 
jeopardy. I n all t el ephone c onvarsa~ions t ho c ommanders and 
chi efs of staff harped ceas el essl y on this point , and v . 
Vietinghoff wired t o Kessel r ing t i ne and again , and with 
mounting insisto.nc e , that t he se0tor east of the Savio shoul d 
be given up . Kess elring had been or t he so.me opinion f or 
s ever al days , end at 1400 hrs ho final~y dacided to assume 
personal responsibility by countenancing a del aying withdrawal 
to the Savio.Ji (G.M. D. S . - 63J'r?.6/ 5, Tent h Army , W. D. 9 , 
Appx l o- 21 Oct , Appx 362 , t el ccns 18 Oct "-4) (Photostat 
981A1.0. (D285 )) 

179. In the Main War Dlary of Tenth .A:rr:ly t he fighting 
in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div was doscribed as f ollows: 

During t he ni ght 90 rz Gr en Div snashes an enemy 
attack on bot h sides of tne Vi a l!.lnilia . .An enemy 
attack a.l ong t ho .road on:'uanl·nent l eads t o a 
penetration nor th of the embnnknent. Anot her attack 
by o onbined arms on the l a ft wing of the Di vision 
i s boat on off . Only dur ing the mo~ning hours , in 
r epeated count erthrusts a:td heavy fluctuating 
fighting , ·with heavy coI!lI!li tment of proj ectors and 
artillery , i s i t possibl e t o seal off t he penetration 
north of t ho r oad ombankr.lcnt (l ft 5 kIJ. west of Ponto 
dolla r1ctra. ). Stead; ly ge.ir: iJLg in strength , the 
eneny"cont inuos hi s att acks against a much weakened 
front . In t ho centro s ecti on the ene:rny, supported 
by tanks , penetrates , swings north , and rolls up 
two battalions , which fnJ 1 bac~ f ighti ng t o the new 
lina . 

(G.M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth AI.LJ.y ~ V!. D. 9 , 18 Oct 44 ) 

Tanth f..rny ' s situation nap f or 18 Cct is be tn~ r ot nined in 
phot ostatic f orn (G. M.D. S. - 63l!.26/10 .. Tenth J'UTJ.Y , sit .maps 
11- 20 Oct , sit :map 17 ruid 18 Oct 44) {Photost at 9SlAlO. 
( D299)) • 

19 Oct 

180. 1 Para Corps now r eported a lessening of pr essure ; 
indi vidual loca l attacks wer e r epulsed (Q.E. £.!i, Fourteenth Army , 

----------------·- -- --------------
Ji Students of t ho phase in quos·;;10n will f i nd the 31-page 

r ecord of the day ' s t el ephone c c::i. ver satj_ on a particularly 
i nter esting docunent . 
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W. D. 5 , 19 Oct) . At 0005 hrs Marshal Kesselring released t he 
s i gnal confirming his verbal authori zation f or the withdr awal 
on the.left wing of Tenth l..rmy. (G.M. D. S. - 63426/5 , Tenth Ar11 
W. D. 9 (· Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 383 , 19 Oct 44) (Phot ost at 9811\.10 ~ 
{D300}J. In the critical sector 98 Inf Div was again l osing 
gr ound ; 114 Jg Div and cl ements of 90 Pz Gron Div were under 
pressure at the outskirts of Cesena. In the ovening the 
transfer of the battal i ons of 200 rz Gren·Regt to the inter
o.rmy boundary began. {G.E.D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth krmy , W.D. 9 , 
19 Oct) Wi t h 2 fo l Corps oper ating at the cent r e of tho 1.:rmy 
front the retention of 1 raro. Div at the coast seemed un
justifi ed ; pl&is wero nadc for t he commitment of the f ol'Oation 
at the Dnin f r ont . The disenGnger.aent of 200 Pz Gron Regt 
i mpli ed tho loss of Cesena . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/5 , Tenth Army , 
W. D. 9 , Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 382 , tel cons 19 Oct 44) 
{Photostat 981Al0. (D285)) 

20 Oct 

181. General Lemel sen had returned to his headquarter 
and r esumed command of tho Fourtoonth Arrn.y. Local attacks were 
scaled "off after some loss of ground (.Q.E. cit , Fourteenth /.rmy , 
W. D. 5, 20 Oct) . 98 Inf Div was being pushed back further . 
In th0 morn i ng Gen3ral Baade ( Comd 90 Pz Gren Div ) was at the 
headquarters of 51 Mtn Corps , just opened at Vedrana (5 km 
north- west of Budrio) ; in the afternoon he was on r econnnissnnc• 
90 rz Gren Div W1S being orge.nizod behi nd the fighting l ine , 
and woul d t a.kc over coomand in the sector f r om 98 Inf Div in 
a day or two . Houdqunrters 5 ? r oj Ede and 71 r roj Regt (l ess 
ono battalion) was on route from 76 rz Corps to 98 Inf Div. 
(Vietinghoff told Kesselring: "We have to stick it out today; 
after that things will bo eQsier" . ) 1 Para Div received orders 
t o change places with 114 J g Div ~ British, Canaclia.n and New
Zeal and f orc es were ot tho Savio . ( G.M. D .. s . - 63426/l, Tenth 
Pi:rmy , W.D. 9 , 20 Oct 44) In tho sector of 26 Pz Div some rear · 
el ements wero forced t o fo.11 bnck across the Sevio to .the West . · 
(G.M. i). S. -63426/5 , "Tenth J.rny ~ u1 . D. 9 , Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 401 1 
sit rep Tenth li:r:ny , 20 Oct 44J {~hotostnt 981AlO. {D286)) 

The Forcing of t he Savio ( 21 - 23 Oct) 

21 Oct 

182~ 1 rara Corps r eported no major attacks for the 
dny , but continued oncny pre~~rations for a l arge attack were 
obsorved in tho Futa sector (£E. cit , Fourteenth li.r!Jy , W. D. 5, 
21 Oct 44) . East of tho inter - army boundary (98 Inf Div) tho 
Manto Grando had boon l ost in heavy night fighting ; Baa.de was 
sealing off about 500 ~ctrcs further t o the North. In the 
Cesona o.roa pressure was naintl!inod (G.M. :J. S . - 63426/1 , 
Tenth A.m.y , ' l . D. 9, 21 Oct 44) . Contrary t o earlier nrr ongemonts 
3 En 200 I'z Gron Re gt ( 90 rz Gr en Div) ho.d been retained at 
the Savio front ·nnd was fighting just nort h of tho (destroyed) 
r ailroad bridge . Cor!l.d 51 Mtn Corps sent nn angr y s i gnal 
requesting tho imocdi~to dispatch of the battalion . Apart 
from marginal notes of a sarcastic nature , tho document bears 
the notat ion that tho unit would be disengaged dur ing the · 
night 23/24 Oct . (G.M. D~ S . - 63426/5 Tenth Army , W. D~ 91. . 
Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 431 , 21 Oct 44) ·(I'hotost at 9811'-lO. (DjOl)) . 
At the newly won snall Canadian bridgehead west of Martarano 
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was 2 Bn 9 rz Gr en Re (26 z Di vl · furthe r north as f ar a s ~ 1 eve 
Sestin ~r.s 1 Bn 9 .i.Z Gr en Regt . l£ ~ (not e : The crossing of 
the S vi o by Cr>.n:-. i e.ns i fo_ c u be c:.n in tho evenin __ end wc.s 
refl ected in the Ge ~rtn eports t ~ 22 Oct (para 189 below ) 
~ photost t i ccopy is cin retained cf ~h well-pr epar ed 

t u tion ap of 76 : z Corps f _r 21 Oct 44 ( G •• D. S. - 6J426/ll , 
Tent h Of , s i t n~ps 21- 30 Oct 44 , sit Eup 76 z Corps , 
21 Oc t 44) ( hotost t 96l.tU O. (D302 )) . •• situ'lti on map of 
51 t n Cor _ s as of 0600 hrs 21 Oct s6 be · · r etained in 
photostatic fo • {I i d ) (:'hctost'lt 9 1 O.( D303 ) . -
1 83 . ~cordin to the d. 1 s tel ephone c onv rsation s 

£l.Y Gr oup was nrw consider · 0 tho pl acinc Of thrG- divisions 
of l or Corps under the c o and 01 T ·nt h '...nlY; Senger to 
commune. t he right wing of T:. th to be given t ho 
wostor n wing of Fourteent h · ,ny . Thi.,, woul pl ac e t ho 
r osp6ns ibi i ty fo r Bologna squ~_oly on tho shoulder s of Tenth 
Lx • Un t y of coon~ i n the c it ic~l area was desirable ; 
unspoken. but obvious as the; 'II i sh t o ave t he s i t uation handled 
by t ho nos t c ~p~blo commanders (sec p~r~ 164 above }. t t he 
cent re of Tent h i.rmy ' s front 2 nl Co s was nibbling hard in 
the oa north of Gal eat a ; n f ur tho r do udat i on of the centre 
was out of t ho question . Hei d r ich had expr essed willingnoss 
t o gr ant t ho t GIJ.por nry l oan of 1 , 000 r opl ac enent s providing 
t ho nec ess~ry permis sion could be obtained f r om Marshal Goering , 
Koss olring said : "This would be f no " ( seo para 172 above} . 
( G. M. D, S . - 63426/5 , Tenth Ji.rny , ,'{ • • 9 , , ppx 16-21 Oct, 
Appx 432 , t el c ons 21 Oct 44) (.1.hot ost nt 981.iU.O ,(D286)) 

22 Oct 

184. Ther e wore only minor ongagonent s in tho area 
of 1 Par a Corps , but further ~g0ravntion of t he situation 
w s r eport ed f r on t he oxtre e ri(;;h t of Tent h ·..r.ray , where 
contact wi t h Fourt eent h h d .:._·ni boon l ost , · 'i.rny Group 
now ci o t o c orm.it 42 Inf Di v ~trido t he inter-army 
boundar y . Fron t ho ~dri~tic sec t or the forcing of t he Savio 
by Can ie.ns was r u_ ortod . Durin.1.;. tho or ninc 76 :-z Corps 
r eceived pe -i ss i on t ~11orten its f r ont y withdrawc.l to the 
line ssar ol a - Br ncci o - Di e r o (on Via filil i a } -
S, '.ndr o i n Bncnol o (o wost bo.nk of Savio ) - ensa (on 

Sout of tho P.j 6 d (w t C' c ~cno.) now • as 741 Gren 
Ro;.:.t ( 278 Inf Di .) , flunked by 721 Gren· ReG-t of the s ane 
division , and 114 Rocc e Bn (114 J Di~ ) . 

ii3i Th Can. dian c rossing o:f tho av · o in :po ing r a i n wa s 
opposed by Gor n el i te trocp.s ; his fanous exploit at ieve 
Sestina i n · t he e l y nerning of 22 Oc_t , :rte E. • 

Smith , v.c., bcstc · nn encny of n ·mean re t ation (2J2. 
.£.±1, H •• Report o , 25 , par a 138 ). 
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west bank of Savio) .~ In order t o onsure that withdrawals would 
bo carried out only under pressure , l ower echelons WGre not to 
be advi sed.of thi s decision . Counter - attacks howovor wer e not 
t o bo rm.do . (G.M. D.3 . - 63426/71 Tenth Ju:my , W. D. 9; Appx 22- 25 
Oct , Appx 412 , tel cons 22 Oct 44) (fhotostat 981.iUO.(D285)) 
In tho mai n War Diary of Tenth Army the forcing of t he Savio was 
r eflected by the f ollowing ontTy: 

26 rz Div: In the ovonin5 hours of 21 Oct the enemy 
covl-rs t.ho ontiro main line of r esi stance with heaviest 
dr unfirr3 , and thus oven £.a:t that stage tokes u heavy 
t oll of tho t r oo:ps i n the !llD.in lino . After two hours 
the cneuy shifts his drui:ifi r e t o tho artillery position: 
and 'l.tt~clcs nt the Sa"7io in tho divisional sector . 
Several herlvy a.ttncks nr o beaten off after hard f i ghtin f 
A r enewed attack , ncconpani od by continuous drumfiro , 
hus i ts focal point 3 1-crn north of Oosona. flt s ever a l 
poi nts t he encny succeoda, after sever e fighting , 
in thrusting through the weakened forces still in 
posit ion. Duo to our heavy cnsualties and the 
inposs ibi lity of oorar1ittin~ tanks over tho nuddy ground 1 
promptly initi ated countorthrusts fail to r oach their 
ob j ectives . In the pene··~ration area. tho oncmy 
reinforces hi s lJOSition ~.nd , under cover of mor e hcuvy 
drunfir e , fOlDS a brid~occed from Which in the morning 
ho again attacks t owa1·ds tho Wost and Southwest . Sub
sequent oneny attacks· f r on t he br idgehead fornod during 
the night a r e snashed , 
(G.M. ~. s . - 63426/1 , Tenth f~my , W. D. 9 , 22 Oct 44) 

* This decision was pr ecoded by a telephone c0nvorsation which 
r an in pert as follo~s : 

0940 hrs Wentzell - Roetti~or 

R: Thi$ i s qui t e u noss nt Crasemann ' s [26 Pz Di v] . 

W: Yes . I have just been talking with Corps again. It 
wa.s a fierce artillery stloot there during the night , 
und contrary to oxpectaticns , and in spite of beine 
thrown back ·rcpoatodly , the onemy renewed his attacks 
with o. will. He now lrn.s q 1ridgoheo.d , but the thing 
has bco:.1 sto:Jped , due t o his difficulties in crossing 
the water with tanks n.ncl ne~vy weapons . ·no o.re in dif
ficult i es too bccnuso in the counterattacks our ten.ks 
bogGod down . 

R: How i s tho woathor? 

W: Terrible . It is raining without n l et- up. Militarily 
spoa.kinr it is therefore good for us . 

R: So ho cannot use his Alr Forcc:i . 

W: That ho cannot do , an~ t~is is in our favour; but 
durinG the night he n~tackod tine after tine • . 

R: Thon it hns t o be br oken up by tho artillery . 
W: They a.r e do inG it , but t h3y have· trouble with anmunitiom 

too . 76 rz Corps has now onl y 90 tons per day. ·Ther e 
tIUst be sonethinG wrong with tho supply services . 

R: We ar o hopi ng for an inp~ovenent i n the situation at 
t ho Brenner russ • 

••• (QE. cit , tel cons 22 Oct 44) 
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Shift in Ger::ia.n Corps Cornands . 
in Traffic Accident; Consequent 
(23 Oct) 

23 Oct 

185. The gravity of the situation was undi!llnished; 
94 Inf Div on the right wing of 1 rara Corps, and 29 l'z Gren 
Div on the left wing lost furthc ground in very heavy fighting , 
HowovGr , 1 Para Corps , w th all its div· sions and G.R.Q. troops 
would be under tho cornn.ond of Tenth Army as of 1800 hrs 24 Oct; 
in addition the conm.anders e.nd headquarters staffs of 51 Mtn 
Corps and 14 Pz Cor~s would be exchanged ; Corps Lonbardin 
(s ee para 176 above) would cone under the command of Fourteenth 
Army , d Fourteenth Arny and A:rmy Liguria would be welded into 
a new 11.Aroy Group Gr ziani". (G. ~ . D . S . - 65922/1, Fourteenth 
Army , • D. 5 , 23 Oct 44) _t the right wing of cnth Arny t·he 
situation was equally serious , and it was decided to nova 1 

ru Div from its two-day stand south and southwest of Cesena t< 
tho ea between 90 rz Gro Div and 98 Inf Div. Frori the 
driatic wing 26 ?z Di r ported t t cno:rny forces , which had 

crossed the Savio west of Bargo di Ronta; had been throwli back 
a.cross the river (seo H. S. Report a . 25 , paras 146-148). 
Fighting had else spre d to ll4 Jg Div , whic had relie od 1 
Tar Div in the coast 1 stretch and which had been _placod thoro 
under tho Vonetio..n Coast Coamand . (G •• D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth 
~, .D. 9, 23 Oct 44) 

186. Tho decision r egarding tho major changes in 
command rolntionships had boon made , and all headquarters wero 
now working on tho nocossury arrangements . Tho fM.y" was a busy 
one for Marshal Kesselring; Roichsm.inistor Spor.tf was with tho 
li.rmy Group , o.nd had cnllod nt tho hendquurto~ of 76 l?z Corps 
in order to gain a picture of th annnunition problom;H a group 
of Jape.nose officers wns at the he dquo.rtors of Tenth · y JDE 
and t ctic dcvclopn ts clearly i~dic tad n further incr se 
in tho weight of pressure on the right wing of 76 ~z Corps . 
Thlring the naming the mrshe..l had visited 26 z Div , 1 .ro.ra Dil 
and 114 Inf Div; in tho nftornoon he noved n to the head
quarters of tho d:'.. isions at the critictl p ints , and announced 
his int c t ion of cnllinG 1 ter at the headquarters o:r 76 .1. z · 
Corps or Tonth y . .t 1735 hrs ho w s at the tactical hend-
quarters of 29 -z Gren Div , where he gave his verbal consent to 
necess y local withdrawal of 94 Inf Div and the western wing 
of 16 S. S • .LZ Gron Div. l£liJ£ Whether or not ho vrent fron there 
to tho headquarters of 90 .1.z Gren Div cannot be told fron tho 
docl.ll!l ts on hnnd 1lBUi1£ but at 2002 hrs , unconscious o.nd with a 

~ .QE. cit, t~l cons 22 Oct 

~* G.M. D. S. ~ 63426/1 , Tenth il..rray , W. D. 9, 23 Oct 44 
lDElE G. M. D. S. - 65922/1 , Fourteenth i-..roy , W.D. 5, 23 Oct 44 
lElEliJi t 1830 hrs cntzoll told Roetti er that the arshal 

had l eft n ness .ge to be forw rd d to Nentzell , 
according t o which everything possible w s to bo done 
to nove one r o· ·nent to the re~ of Baade . (Note : 
"einen H ufen" - at the tiI:J.e being used in these 
circles es u c lloquial code word for "one regi ant".} 
(~cit , tol cons 23 Oct) 
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fractured skull , tho Marshal was r eported as boilig at tho 
casualty cl earing station of 90 rz Gron Div at s. Lorenzo 
di Guiano (5kn nortn~north-wost of Castel s. Pietro doll ' 
Enilio. ). (G. M. D.S . - 63426/7, Tenth J.._rny 1 W. D. 9 , li.ppx . 
22-26 Oct, Appx 475 , tel cons 23 Oct 44) \Photostat 981Al O. 
(D285 )) ~ 

187. J .. ccording to the record of Tenth Arny ' s telephone 
conversations , tho first word of the accident r eachod 1.:rny 
Hec.dquartcrs at 1955 hrs , whel1 C. of s . 51 Mtn Corps told 
Wentzell: !'Field Marshal i:J ace i dent ; fractured case of 
skull" . Wentzel l inr:edintely inforn.ed .Arey Group. At 
2002 hrs C. of S. 51 Mtn Corps reported that the Marshal 
was at tho·cusualty clearing station at s . Lorenzo (para 
186 above) . According too. conversation'later in the evening, 
Kesselring was moved to Base Hospital No . 200 at·Ferro.ra 
shortly after 2000 hrs (.£.l2. cit, tel cons 23 Oct) . In the 
Main War Dinry of Tenth K:r~o following was recorded: 

In the evening hours of 23 Oct Tenth Arny received 
word that Marshal Kess elring, who during the a~er
noon had announced his intention of calling at /.ro.y 
Headquarters for conver sations , had suffered a 
serious accident in a collision with a gun. o. B. SW 
was first novcd to the nearest casualty cl earing · 
station; then t o Base Hospita l No . 200 at Ferrara. 
(G. M. D.S . - 63426/1, T~nth 1..rr:ry , W. D. 9, 23 Oct 44) 

In tho synops i s of conversations the accident was r ef erred 
to as a traffic accident o Noth i ng has been found to 
indicate that the event occur ed during an air raid . ff The 
War Di ary of Fourteenth fl:rmy does not refer to the 
occurrence ; presunubly for r easons of security, after 23 Oct 
roferenc es to the Marshal's condition were oni tted fron 
the r ecords of conversations~ In addition to the najor 
changes in connands already pending , a shuffle in the top 
personnel of the Arny Group would now be necessary. At 
2300 hrs Roettiger t old Wentzel l : 

I have ~alked with Jodl r egarding the temporary 
r epl aceaent . It is of course your chief. 
(Note : Literal translation would distort the nean
ing) 
(£E. cit , tel cons 23 Oct 44) 

li In this connection see alsc. : v . Schra.ram, 2.E_ cit , 
para 120: 

On 23 Oct Marshal Kc~~elring's car drove over 
a gun in the de.rk..."Le&., , O. B. SVI was so severely 
hurt that he had ~o be taken t o the hospital . 
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76 Pz Corps withdraws to th~onco (24 - 26 Oct) 

24 Oct 

1S8 . In the area of 1 Para Corps an attackdeveloped 
east of the Futa Pass road at the Monte Belmonte (which was· 
lost in the evening) , Af'ter initial penetrations the situa
tion was stabilized (see para 192). At 1800 hrs 1 Para Corps 
passed under the command of Tenth A:rmy "th the following 
formations : 

94 Inf Div 
16 S . S. Pz Gren Div 
4 Para Div 

65 Inf Div 
29 Pz Gren Div 

362 Inf Div 

all. G.H. Q. troops with the Corps , 
and, of 42 Jg Div: 

142 Reece Bn 
3 Bn 25 Jg Regt 
3 En 40 Jg Regt 
balance to follow) 

{G.M.D.S . - 65922/1 , Fou~teenth Army, 
W. D. 5 , 24 Oct 44) 

In keeping with its future role. Fourteenth Army was now wel l 
on the way towards becoming an aggregation of vastly different 
complexion and infe ior substance . 

189 . "The focal point of actio during the day was 
northeast of • Grande , where Ameri can advance elements reached 
Vedriano (less than 7 km from the Via Emilia) . After several 
hours of bitter fighting the units of 90 Pz Gren Div and 
98 Inf Div· in the area succ eeded in sealing off the"penetration , 
(G .• D.S . - 63426/1 , Te th Army, .D. 9, 24 Oct 44) . But , 
w ile Baade obtained some measure of defensive success , Heidrich 
would be needed in addition to the present forces . The first 
elem~nts from 1 Para Div were expected during the night 24/25 
Oct . ~ In the meantime much anti- a ircraf't artillery had been 
moved to the support of 90 Pz Gren Div (G.M. D. S. - 63426/7 1 
Tenth Army , V. D. 9, Appx 22-26 Oct, Appx 493 , tel cons 21+ ua t 
44} (Photostat 981AlO. (D285}) 

190. t the le:ft 'ling of 76 Pz Corps , 26 Pz Div in 
the abse ce of pressure reported h vy harassing fire ; 114 Jg 
Div withdrew as planned. ccording to the Main War Diary of 
Tenth tu-my , the :front was now on the following line : 

~ 4 Para Regt and 3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Regt (90 Pz Gren Div , 
(see para ·192) were then en route to 51 t n Corps (ibid , 
Appx 497) . 
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3 km SW Vergato - 6 km E Vergato - 6. 5 kn SE 
arzabotto - east slope of • kdone - 2 km 
M. Be onte (height 407 ) - M • . Bolnonte -

N Par ra . di Vi gnale - 1 km SW M. della Pi ana -
i ndefini te to Vedriano - 2 km S Vedrian6 -
2·k:m ENE s. Clemente - northern slope M. Spaduro -
1 . 5 km SE M. Spaduro - ] • dell ' cqua Salata -
unchanged to 1 . 5 kn ~ Tontola - S Paolo i n 
cquilone - 1 . 5 kn SW Bagnal e - l "km S Pol onta -

road fork 2 km SSE Pertinuovo - 2. 5 m E Forlinpopoli -
SN C semu ruta - multiple r oad junction at Borghos o -
5 km. E Cam.piano - t honco along the Savio t o coast. 

Not hing of course vas nore important at the nonent than the 
f r eeing of forces for th ianediate strengthening of tho 
extreae .right wing of' 51 tn Corps , and in tho afternoon t ho 
lI'lllY OOIJI!lander issued a dotai l od order for a wit hdr awal in 
thi s connect ion of 76 Pz Corps and 114 J g Div (Venetian Coast 
Co:mraand). The main lino of r esistance was to bo takon back 
to the general lino : -orth-wcst of Bagne - • Vclbo - norther n 
outski rts of eldolo. - bri dge north- cast of aglinno· -
r ailroad bridge 4 km south- east of Forli - 3 kn south- west of 
s ; Pi etr o in Vincoli - road into s oct on 5 kn -~ovth- oost of 
s. Pi etro i n Vincoli - coast at Becca Bovano . Tho order 
conta ined much rel evant addi t ional i nfor.oation , and i s be ing 
r et ained in photostatic form. ( G •• D. S . 63426/7, Tenth 
Ar!!1y , 1! . D. 9, 1.ppx 22- 26 Oct , ppx 496 , 24 Oct 44) (Photo
stat 9811J.O. ( D304)) . 
191. Ap rt :fro dealing with the orders.for with-
drawals to the Bevano and Savio rivers , General v. Vietinghof f, 
in hi s new r ol e as irter im Army Group commander, now inf o.nned 
Hit l er of his intention to carry out a gradual withdr awal of 
the Army to the line Bologna - Lake Co acchio ; a bol d suggestion 
which surprisingly enough seemed acceptable to Hitl er (wit h 
the usual reservations) . This : formation , however; is not 
based on original documents , but appears in M jor v. 
Schramm ' s study: 

At 1800 hrs 24 Oct v . rietinghoff reported tho 
intention of fithdrawing Tenth .Army during the 
coming month to a · line from the hills south of 
Bologna - Budrio - olinella - Argenta - wester n 
shore of Lake Comacchio , there passing to per-
manent defence . • • • · 

(v . Schramm, £12. cit , par a l28) 

Thereupon , on 25 Oct , the Fuehrer doolarod himsel f 
in agreement with the further weakening of tho 
Adriatic :front , ground howevor to be yioldod only 
under pressur e ••• 

(Ibid , par a 129) 

25 Oct 

192. Iri. tho late hours of 24 Oct 29 Pz Gren Di v had 
los t M • . Belmonte . Moder ate pr essur was r eport ed f rom all 
seotors . .Armoured r econnaissance groups had followed tho 
wi thdrawals in the Savio - Ronco area to the r oad j ust wost 6f 
Casamurat , to Cam.piano and to the Bovano bridge of Route 16. 
But all attention was focuss ed on t he Vodriano sector , whor e · 
tho fate of tho Army was procariously hanging in tho bnlanc o. 
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3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Regt had rejoined its division ; 4 Para Regt 
was being built up between 90 Pz Gren Div and 98 Inf Div ; the 
best available troops were in the fight ; Heidrich had arrived 
during the day t and thus the two ace divisional commanders 
of the Army Group were now i the ector . But needs be one 
regiment of 1 Para D v would have to r emain at the front south
east of Forli ; 26 Pz Div would ha~a to remain on the le~ wing 
l est 1 Cdn Corps bypass Ravenna on the West All that could 
be done had been done , and if the Allies were in a position to 
throw additional forces into· the fray , a strategical breakthrougl'.!. 
could no longer be prevented Telephone conversations were 
interlarded with anz:ious and hopeful exclamations : "If 
He i drich fails it means a big withurawal" ; "All· our hopes rest 
on Heidrich"; "Can 'Heidrich· do it'?"o (G •• D. S . - 6342677 , 
Tenth .Army , .n. 9, AP~x 22-26 Oct : Appx 513 , tel cons 25 Oct 
44) (Photostat 981Al0,(D285)) 

193. At 1800 hrs General v, Senger and the head-
quarters staff of 14 Pz Corps assumed command over tho forces 
previously commended by General Feurstein and the headquarters 
of 51 tn Corps (G •• D. S. - 63426/J. , Tenth Army , . D. 9, 25 Oct 
44} . Both generals were ~ell known and respected in the Army ' s 
staff circles . The departure of Fourstein was regretted and 
ascribed to political cons i~ erations (£12. cit, tel cons 23 Oct 
44), Late in the evening tho situation in the critical sector 
soemed to come to hand, and Wentzell was told that the "penetra
tions had been sealed off (2.E, cit , tel cons 25 Oct 44) . 

ALLIED OFFEIJSIVES HJJ,TED BY MUD Jill D ATERS 

( 26 - 31 OCT) 

26 Oct 

194. Due to uninterrupted heavy rainfall the weather 
had now become the dominant fac tore T affic across the river 
Po was paralysed at time~ by storm d rain; Allied air 
activity was at a standstill ; in mo3t sectors the"commitment 
of armour and heavy weapons had beuome impossible . Regarding 
the events in the critical sector , Tenth .A.rmy's Intelligence 
Swmnary contained a somewh enigmc.cic ent ry: "Due to the 
continuous rain 94 prisoners· vero taken i the area of 85 and 
88 U . s . Inf· Di vs" { G. M. D. S . - 6)li-26, Int Summary Tenth my , 
26 Oct 44),H A bridgehGad across the Ronco , which had been 
established during the night 25/26 Oct by 4 Brit Inf Div 4 km 
south- west of Forli.mpopoli , was'wipe d out during the day , d 
264 prisoners were taken (ibid) mhis erman count er-attack ·; o:

carried out by el ements 278 Tnf Div supported by Tiger tanks 
from 508 G . H . ~ . Hy Tk Bn . The folJowing Ul'lits participated : 
1 Bn 992 Gren Regt { 7 Coy 993 Gren Regt (i. e . one company of 
2 Bn 993 Gren Rogt J, 2 Bn 994 Gren Regt , li- Bn 278 rty Regt 

iE These prisoners were taken by 1 Para Regt (G.M,D.s . -
63426/7, Tenth rmy , ~ . D . 9, AppA 551, sit rep 26 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0,(D286)) 
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(all from 278 Inf Div) , ond clements 508 G.H. Q. Hy Tk Bn . 
(G. ~. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , .D. 9, 26 Oct 44) 

195. On tho previous day concern had been felt 
regarding a possible intervention of 1 U.S . Armd Div at the 
critical point . ccording to .entzell these fe s had proven 
groundless , and the situation now seemed to justify some 
measure of ~ptimism: 

: ith Heidrich going in , the front ~ght hold . 

R: But it is only a temporary solution . 

Tho next problem would bo tho disenga~ement of troops for 
the creation of a Iiow 1I'IllY Reserve . {G •• D. S . - 63426/7 
Tenth Army , W.D. 9, AP~x 22-26 Oct , Appx 534, tel cons 2~ Oct 
44) (Photostat"981AlO.( D285)) In the evening General Schlemm 
told Genor 1 v. Vi~tinghoff on the telephone that in a lotter 
dated 20 Oct ho had been informed by General Conrath , 
Inspector of Paratroops , of the Rcichsmarshal ' s intention of 
pl acing Gene r al Heidrich in cormnand of 1 Para Corps; 
Colonel Schulz to command 1 Para Div; Schlemm to be 
entrusted 1ith the creation of a new Corps . cc6rding to 
Schlonnn "this created a difficult situation" . v . Vietinghotf 
told him to wait for official orders (ibid). In view of 
Viet inghoff's devastat ing criticism of--scE'lemm' s performance 
(para 164 above ) it may be reasonable to surmise that this 
development ~as not wiexpected. 

27 Oct 

196. Pouring rains were dre ching the front ; heavy 
fogs shrouded tho mowituin ureas ; rivers were in flood; many 
roads were impassable . No engagements of consequence were 
reported from any part of the front . General Lemelsen arrived 
at the headquarter s of Tenth :my , and took over cor:unand from 
General v. Vietinghoff , who thEll. moved to rmy Group headquarter s 
on tho ·morning of 28 Oct. (G. M. D.S . - 63426/1, Tenth Army, 
W . D~ 9, 27 Oct 44) 

197. ccording to Wentzell 4 Brit Div had received 
a marked sotback at the Ronco, ruid had lost almost a whole 
brigade. This was due to the fact that the Ronco had been 
crossed at normal water l evel ; vhcreupon the ~aters had risen 
a.nd could not be recrossed •fhen the count er - attack went in . 
Wentzell told Runkel of a mossage from the High Commanq which 
expressed extraordinary displeasure at the withdrawal [to the 
Ronco] in the absence of pressure . This meant that in fUturo 
disengagements for transfer could only be carried out if the 
opponent were attacking , or if the sector could be bolstered 
by means of spreading neighbouring formations . (G.M.n.s. -
63426/8 , Tonth Army , W. D. 9, Appx.27-31 Oct, Appx 553, tel 
cons 27 Oct 44) (Photostat 98l.AlO , ( D285)) 

198. As ever after a critical period i t was now 
necesscry to straighten out the formations which had becomo 
entangled at difficult moments . Most urgent was the prepara
tion of defence lines in the Bologna ea ~ where the Allied 
fortos might soon r esume major operations ~ any changes in 
co:rmnands and dispositions were to be made . The composition 
of Tenth h:rr!!y on 27 Oat (before the changes began to create 
a new picture) was as follows : 
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Tenth A:roy 

(fron West to Est) 

1 Paro. Corps 

14 Fz Corps 

76 Pz Corps 

Venation Coast 
ComI:land 

94 Inf D:i v 
16 S. S. Pz Gron Div 
4 Para Div 
65 Inf Div 
29 Pz Gren Div 

362 Inf Di v B 

90 Pz Gren Div 
l Para Div 

98 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 
715 Inf Div. 

305 Inf Di via 
356 Inf Div 
278 Inf Div · 

26 P:i! Div*~ 

114 Jg Div 
162 {Tuxc} Inf Diviil!li1£ 

(G •• D.S . - 63426/l , Tenth 'U'IUY , ~ . D. 9, 26 and 27 Oct 44 ; 
63426/11, Tenth lU!IJJ.Y , sit maps 21-30 Oct , sit nap 27 o.nu 
28 Oct 44 ) (Photostat 981AlO. ( D305)) 

The above order of battle is confi · ed and enlnrgod by t he 
detailed situation .aps of the three Corps for 28 Oct 44: 

Photostat 98li.lO;(D306 } 
Photostat 98ll~O~(D307) 
Photostat 981Al0 ~ (D308) 

1 Par o. Corps Sit · .ap 28 Oct 44 
14. Pz Corps Sit Map 28 Oct 44 
76 Pz Corps Sit Map 28 Oct 44 

graphic tabul ti on of the fighting strengt of the .n.rmy' s 
divisions is also being r etained in photostat ic torn (G •• D. S . 
63426/8 , Tenth .LI'I1Y , . D. 9 , ppx 2?-31 Oct , ppx 561 , 27 Oct 
44) (Photostat 98lfj_O. (D3 09 J) 

JE Plus elements 42 Jg Div; ala.nee following 

Under command of 76 Pz Corps since 25 Oct (Tenth Army , 
w.n. 9, 25 Oct 44) 

Plus r emnant s 20 G • •• F. Div 

In res erve about 10 kn north-wost of Ravonna (££ .£.ii, 
sit map 27 and 28 Oct } 
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199 . In tho .rieanti.nc Fou teonth ·J>ny hod boon largely 
denuded of fom.ations with a f'ighting vc.luo , and now consist ed 
of : 

1.rIJY Headquarters 

51 Mtn Corps with : 

232 Inf Div 
elencnt s 42 Inf Div (gradually .rioving to 

Tenth i.rny) 
4 Ito.l ~tn Div ("Monte Rosa") ( ele.rionts 

arriving) 
135 Fortress Brigade 

Corps Lombardia with : 

148 Inf Div 
3 Ital Inf Div ("Son ~urcon ) 

2 Ital Inf Div ( 91Li ttori o") (en 
from Germany ) 

lrl!lY Reserve : 

Nil 

r out e 

h schematic order of battle of Fourteenth .my on· 1 av 44 
appears as ppendix 'Y" ·to this · report. (G •• D. S . - 65922/2 , 
Fourteentfi 'Lrmy , .. . D. 5, Appx: 5, ppx 1 Oct - 31 Dec 44 , 
Appx 1075 , 1 Nov 44) (Photost at 981JU.O . ( D311)) 

28-31 Oct 

200 . During the l ast four days of October t he 
situat i on continued to be donin ted by the cdvc se weather 
conditions . Between the Via El:!tili~ and the son , east of tho 
Ronco 1 Cdn Corps was withdrawn into flrIJY Reserve ; west of 
tho Ronco 3 Para Regt moved off to re j oin its division . 
114 Jg Div and 26 Pz Div extended t hei r respective positions 
to the right . On 29 Oct a deep pe trntion n6rth of eldol n 
heralded the beginning of th fight for Forli . 

CONCLUSION 

201 . Due to the surprise achieved by the Eighth J.
0>.rmy 

at t he beginning of the Battle of Rinini , the .i driatic portio 
o:f t he Gothi c Line {Green Line I ) was not fully nanned ; noit 
could it be held b ~- the Germans flooding bo.ck to tho lj ne 
simultaneously wit h the pursuing forces . V hat ad 6riginally 
boon meant t o bo the \ i nter Lino had thus b0on lost . By tho 
end of October howev r , 1th ~ s-ill and dcternination worthy 
of a better cause , Group "C" had succeeded in ensuring the 
continuation of the Gernan hold on Northern Italy for another 
wint er . The Allies , now in f ull ascendancy , wero novcrtheless 
t he gainers in this ca.m.pa i gn of attrition, and cony of the 
oneny ' s best fornations , worn out or pinned down in Italy , were 
unavailable for other undert kings·dosigned to prol ong tho 
existenc e of tho dying Third Realm. 
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202 . At the time of writing , the War Diaries of 
Tenth A:rmy and 76 Pz Corps for tho remainder of the Italian 
campaign are not in Alli ed possossion , ·nor i s there any 
cert a in: knowledge of their whereabouts . It is ther efore not 
possible to suppl y a narrative based on enemy documents for 
the.last four months of Canadian operations in I~aly. 

203 . · This r eport has been prepared by Capt ih G• 
Steiger, Historical Section (G. S. ). 

H ( I) { • - • 

A . Ai .::Y1JL i C ar) ·~· 

1
/lu:' (C .P. St acey) Colonel 

Director 
Hi storical Section (G. S. ) 
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TENTH ARMY

ORDER FOR REGROUPlliC OF

76 PZ CORPS

19 Aug 44

(Photostat and Translation)
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•

•

Ref: para 22

APPHlDIX "0"
to H.S. Report No. 27

O.B.SW

TO T:E!I'TH ARMY

DImx::TIVE HE WITHDR.'.1Vl.L TO

GHEEN LINE FOREFIELD POSITION

20 Aug 44

(Photostat and Translation)
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'teletype

Tonth Army/Op.
No. 0831/44 Secret

'fa: ~ener81 of ~ount81n ~rnop8 Feursteln,
Comd 51 Ntn Corps

26 Sep 44

.'

Al.o to: Col v. Roet. Comd 715 Int Dlv
Lt-Gen Hauck. Comd 305 Inf Dlv
Lt-Gen ~8ulent.ch, Coed

356 Inf Dlv

Gen~ral of Armoured Troops Herr.
Comrt 76 pz Corps

Al.o to: Col Ehlert, Comd 114 Jg Dlv
Lt-Gen noppe. CoDd 278 Inf Dlv
Lt-Gen Baade. Comd 90 pz Gren Dlv
Col Crasemann, Coed 26 pz Div
Mej-Gen Pollack. CoDd 29 pz

Gran Div
Lt-Gen Heidrich, Comd 1 Para Div
~Aj-Gen Frohnhoefer, Comd

20 G.A.P. ?d Dlv

eners1 of Infantry Dastler,
Comd Venetian Coast Area

Also to: Lt-Gen Reinhardt. Comd 98 Inr Div
~Bj-Gen v. Heygendorr, Comd

162 (Turc) lor D1v

All CopIes to carry full List of Addressees

Tho reason for our having to flaht 80 stubbornly down
here In Italy Is often lost sight of In the strenuous
ness of the dally round. I therefore repeat:

Our operational task Is to hold Northern Italy for 8S Ions
as possible. Its 108S would make U8 completely dependent
on the Reich for food and supplies. Furthermor~, the
surplus produced by many industrial and food production
plants would no longer flnd lts wey to the Relch. I do
not need to elaborate on the manner in which that would
affect the present wartime situation as regards food and
supplies - for us and for the Reich. a8 ~ell 88 ~or the
other decisive theatres of war. From the military polnt
of vlew. the takln up of en Alplne foref1eld posltlon
would not be very advantageousj all th~ advantasea, both
on land and In the air would be .ith the enemy. The
dlsadvantages, especially wlth regard to supplies and
supply routes would be oura, and from then on •• should
have the enemy air bases close to our Homeland on the
South too.

Our conduct of battle is baaed on thele considerationa.
The lmportant thing therefore is; flrst, not to relln
quleh one foot of soll to the enemy wlthout lnfllctln~

heavy casualtles; aecondl" to preserve th~ talanee or
____our own fldhtlng potentlal 1n relatlon t he '
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fluctuating strength, In whIch procedure the prevention
of a breakthrouJh Is the decisive poInt. The enomy's
reserves are not inexhaustible. Heavy casualties In
particular would press very heaVily on him. The tattles
of Ortona and Cassino have demonstrated this.

The task can only be mastered throu~h the ht~he8t acco~

pllshmenta In the art of command. It must be reaaserted
dally In the constant examination of the sttuatlon. Any
sort of routine procedure Is out of place. Also I
cannot tell any subordinate command long In advance
for what length of tIme it wIll occupy any one ~osltlon.

or tor how Ion; it wIll have to hold 8 definite ere•.
Defence and withdrawal wIll be decided on from the above
points of vIew and from those alone.

Regardlnd tactics, I have already sald enouih. Depth
and agaIn depth; reserves and &galn reserves.

v. VlETINGHOPP
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Conterence wlth o.e.sw on 28 Sep ••

1.) "erbel Reporta ot the Arez C...nderu

Commander Fourteenth Army:

In the aone ot 14 Pa Corpa wlthdrawal to Oraan Line II
baa been carrled out eccordlng to plan. The enemJ
baa tollowed up. and la In flghtlng contact wlth the
rearguarda. Whlle enemy attecka along the road lead
Ing trom Flrenauola to Bologne heve torced ua to take
back our Ilne to the area on elther alde ot Monghldoro,
the maln preaaure polnt la atl11 the ArmJ'e threatened
eaat wlng. To aupport the weakened and no longer
atable 44 Int Dlv. two reglmental groupa trom 334
Int Dlv are In tranalt, for Interpolatlon tetween the
road Caatel del RIo - !mola and Tenth Army'a wlng.

Commander Tenth Army:

More torces have been r.l••••d on the Army'. rlSht
wlng, ao that by attackln~ from Northaaat to South
weat contact wlth Fourteenth Army'a left wlng In
the M. eattaglla area can be ..lntalned; tha enemy
penetration area reduced, and a further penetration
to !mola flnally prevented. In the zone ot 78 Pa
Corpa, the polnt of maln effort of the flghtlng durlng
the laat tew daya 11ea In the area on elther alde
of the Vla ·Eml1la. Attacka made here In battallon
atrength wlth exceptlonally atrong artl11ery aupport
and numerous tanka became extremely violent, and
both aldea auffered heavy caaualtlea. The loaaea
In paraonnel are eapeclally dlfflcult to replace, aa
the reinforce.ente tIo.lng In are not Buited tor
immedtate incorporation In 8 maIn battle front;
thay muat flr.t undargo an Inten.lflcatlon of traln
lng, and bacome accllmatlzed to the exl.tlng battle
condl tiona.

2.) Stand taken up by O.B.S.:

On Army Group'. rlght wlng there exlat. at the preaent
tl.e the danger that the 4th Morrocen Dlvlalon will
attack Turln from the We.t before the advent of heavy
anow. Henceforth a landing 1n the ImperIa area
11ea wlthln the range of po.albllltle., •• well aa
large-acale alrborne landlng. over the whole ot the
Plalna of Lombardy. In vlew of the weak forcea
a.alleble In the Llgurlan ArmJ. It 1. planned to
withdraw the lett wlng of thla Army, In order to
eatabllah a ahorter, and therefore aater contact
between the Oenoa area and the mountaln tront.

In vlew ot the depleted atrength ot the dlvlalona,
whlch heve been engaged In ..Jor tlghtlng tor weeka
and even monthe, Al'lll Oroup 1188 aubmltted a requeat
to the Armed Forcea Supreme Co...nd thet the "Autumn
Fog" move.ent be Inltlated by ..ana of a atep-b,-atep

The ehrer a not lven hla conaant
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to this request, tecause a Ithdra ront
behind t Po might 00 ch ot tor the
German people, and also because the y,
economic and political consequences be
supporta Ie at this time.· aldea art e produc
tion, hich Is atill orkln~ at high pres ure, the
losa ot the Po plains ould have a moat d letert us
ettect on the tood situatIon, &s It 0 ld an t t
the food upplles tor t e (orces committed n Italy

ould have to come from Germany.

ror these reasons, ourteenth and enth Ales mua
hold their present front unconditionally B t Y
klltul tactics the Armies south 0 the Po must e

preaerved Intact.

hile enth rmy'a lett In J

at ts dl poaal up to about
et e n Cesena an t e coa t

that may ecome nece
ene pre u e, I
dele erlous e

o m
co 0
a

e

1,500 reolace ents for 1 Para
n a dit on to the personnel
ttal ons alrea available,

en promise ~or 356 nt 1.
all It can to make oo~ he hea

eapeclall chIne s. ut I
t e mach ne gun losse are eln a e
co 1 enta to the Army roup.
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ORDEil OF Bl.TTLE

1 Oct 44
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AI'?:ENDIX "R"
to H.S. Report No. 27

TJ;N'T'H ARMY

ORDER OF BATTLE

5 Oct 44

(Photostat and Translation)

9811.10. (D289)
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APPBNDIX "s"
to M.s. Report No. 27

THlTH 1.B1M

ORDER FROM OKVI TO O.B.SW

TIE 1 PiJl.\ CORPS

6 Oct 44

9811.10. (D290)





Teletype

Fourteenth J,l"/1Iy/Ops
No. 5066/44 Top Secret

6 Oct 44
1920 hrs

Original
110 COPIES

To: 1) Comd 1 Para Corps

2) Por inror~tion to: Comd 14 pz Corps

The following teletype message Is for your Inror~tlon:

ftToday the Fuehrer, out of political, military and
economic conslderatlo~s, has decided to defend the
Apennine front, not only till late autumn, but indefinitely.
thereby holding the whole of Northern Italy. Every last
German soldIer In the Italian theatre of war must be
Imtued with this intention 8n~ this steadfastness of pur~se.

whIch must above all tecome apparent In the statl11zatlon
of the front or 1 Para Corps.

r.y ordar

(signed) JODL ft

I request that the divisional commanders be informed
verbally of the cont&nts of the teletype messsge, and
that they see to it that the trcops too are informed or
the decisive slenlflcance of the task a8s1~ned to the
divisions ot 1 Para Corps. The tel.ty~e message itselt
Is to te destroyed after the contents have been
assimilated, destruction of same to be reported by 8 Oct.

(signed) LEIlELSEN

Suppleoent for Comd 14 pz Corps:

On the basis of the above teletype message, the Army
has requested from Army Group the requisite fuel to carry
out the measures proposed In 14 pz Corps, Ops !~o. 96.3/44
~ecret, 4 Oct 44. The decision has not yet been received.
Preparations are to be made for carry1D3 out these
~e.8ures. A further order follows.

(Hauser)
I.:ajor-Genaral

PHOTO (NI
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O.B.SW (C.-ln C. ArmI Group ·C·)
Opa/Trg Ro. 26 697/44 Secret

To: Tenth Am

3 OCt 44

The Japaneae M1l1tar, Attach' haa aaked for a report
on ae~n .ar expertencea. O.B.S. requests that the
followlng queatlona aet b, Supreme Command/G.S./Trgma, be anawered brlefl, b, 9 Oct.

1.) How la a countarattack b, major formatlona to
be conducted against an enemy who baa landed
under the protection ot 8uperior air po-er
and heavy flre fro. hia naval art1llery?

2.) .hat conalderatlona wlll determlne the atarting
point tor a counterattack!

3.) What tactlca ahould then be emplo,ed:

a) To make full use of the houra of darkneaa?

b) To protect the trafflc ayatem durln3 enemy
bomblng attacka'

4.) .hat .eaaurea ahould be taken agalnat enemy alr
borne troops'

For o.e. SW
(C.-ln C. Arm, Group ·C·)

B, order of
(algoed) BERTELlAIW

Major

IIU (tt)
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f.i PENDIX "U"

76 PZ COrtI'S

SITUf.TlOO M'.P

(Cesena Soctor )

14 Oct 44

9811.10. (D294)

•

Ref: para 167





TENTH

o. 27

Ref: para 168

"ENEMY SITUi TION MAP"

15 Oct LI4

98 O. (D296)
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Ref: para 176

ORDER 0 F Bl~'i'TLE

10 Oot 44

981 ~O. (D297)
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pmDIX "X"
to H.S. Report .0. 27

18 Oct 4}

ORDER OF B1

98 o. (D298)

Ref: para 177
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FOURTEENTH ARMY

ORDER OF BP.TTLE

1 Nov 44

9811..10. (D311)
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