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l~ The object of the present report is to present an 
outline of the ex tent to which the pressure of public opinion 
and public agitation was an element with which the Canadian 
Government had to reckon in connection with the employment of the 
Canadian Axmy dur ing the Second World War. 

2. Even the most rapid surv ey makes it cl ear that in 
developing their plans the Government and service authorities of 
Canada were obliged to take into · account many considerations 
which were not strictly mil i tary. In a country with a completely 
free press, public o~inion has amp ~e opportunities for e xpression~ 
and no government can disregard it. The Canadian public and the 
Canadian press have never been particularly well informed on 
military matters, but this did not prevent discussion· of these 
matters being carried on actively and noisily in 1939-45• The 
Government could not fail to be sensitive to public opinion and 
public pressure, and on several occasions its military policies 
were influenced in some degree by a gitations c·arried on in the 
newspapers and elsewhere. 

3. A complete study of this subject would involve the 
examination of a vast number of newspaper . files~ in addition to 
the r ecords of the debates in Parliament and the correspondence 
file s of ministers and government departments~ It has of course 
not been practicable to examine all the sources for this report, 
but an attempt has be en made to make a comprehensive survey and 
to swnmarize the main results ve ry briefly. ~uotations have been 
kep t to a minimum, al tho ugh r efer e nc es are given to enable t he 
reader to follow the sub ject up i n f urther d etail if this should 
be desirable. A great mass of r elevan:t n:aterial~ in the form of 
newspaper clippings and files of summ~es of newspap er co.mrren t, 
is available in the His tori cal Section •• 

' 
ii The se clippings were ori ginally collect ed by the Directorate 

of Military Intelligence but after 23 Mar 43 the service was 
taken ov er by t he Directorate of Public Relations, which has 
ret a i ned possessi on of all subsequent clippings. The Histor­
ical Section has, however, a comp l e t e ind ex which gives their 
contents in summarized form. I n thi s report the _fact is noted 
in each case i f the quotation or refer ence is drawn from the -
press index rather than the actua l clipping or newspaper file. 
Considerable us e has also been made of photostat copies of sel­
ected new spaper c lippings marked ao.P~I~" (Overseas Press Index), 
which wer e sent overs ea s dur ing th e period April 1943 to June 
1944. Almost the compl ete sorie s may be found in C.M~H.~. fil e 
4/Press/27, now r e tained by the Histori cal Section~ In c.M.H~~. 
files 4/Press Circ/l and 4/Press Cir c/26 and in personal files 
of General McNaughton ~ also hold by the Historical Section, 
there are very us eful summaries of newspaper comm.en t marked 
"Minim Prooo 11 ~ a t er m which meant "Mini stry of Tnformation 
Press Commentary~" Thos e refer to t el egrams sont weekly by t;he 
High Commissioner of the United Kingdom in Ottawa to th e 
Dominions Off ice in London; indicating the r eaction of the Can­
ad ia__~ pr ess to various world events. 
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P.ART I: PUBLIC OPINION BEFORE Tfi~ OUTBREAK OF WAR 

4. During the years immodiatoly procoding the outbreak· 
of war in 1939, Canadian public opinion conceniing tho increasing­
ly perilous world si. tuation was disturbed and confused. The Can­
adian public, like the people of other wostern countries, ·was 
vory reluctant to face the prospect of a Second World War. Tho 
War of 1914-19 had been very costly for Canada and had occasioned 
a domestic controversy, over conscription, which had developed 
into a most serious threat to the unity of the country and had 
been a major olement in political calculations since 1919. In 
those circumstanc es , political l eadars wore unlikely to advocate, 
or the public to support, a bold oxt.crnul policy. It is fair to 
say that isolationism i n various forms was active and influential 
in Canada at this time. 

5. Several schools of thought were identifiable during 
this period. One author wrote in 1938, "Certain fairly well de­
fined groups of opinion can be discerned in Canada, centering 
around the three possible policies of non-intervention in foreign 
wars, imperialism or a British front policy, and collective se­
curity" (F .R. Scott, Canada · Toda : A Stud of Her National Jiill319stB arrl. 
Policy (Toronto, 1938 • • ese varie ies o opinion were 
found within English-speaking Canad a , and yet it rm.ist be said 
that the great nnss of opinion was largely unformed and did not 
belong to mi y of these groups. At the same ti rre, opinion in 
French-spoaking Cam.da continued to be, as it always had been, 
strongly coloured wi th isolationism. Throughout the country, 
the most definite element in the s:i. tuation at large was the fear 
of wa:r. This was not accompanied by any general readiness to 
accept co:rumitments designed to make wa:r loss likely. 

6. In these circumstances, the Gov ernment adopted the 
policy of "maintaining national unity" by postponing decisions. 
The formula employed was that, when ·tho crisis came , "Parliament 
would dee id e 11 what Canad a should do. 

7. As Hitler pursued his pr ogramme of aggression, 
Canadian opinion passed through a gradual process of hardening 
parallel to that which took place in the United Kingdom. By 
the spring of 1939 circumstanc es justified and supported a rather 
more definite stand on the part of the government. A series of 
ministerial s tat ements now made it clear that it r ecognized that 
the feeling of the majority of the Canadian people made any 
neutral policy impracticable. At the same time , the policy of 
maintaining national unity reappeared in another form, in the 
declarations of both the Prime Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition (March, 1939) against conscription for service abroad. 
These declarations were of course addressed primarily to French 
Canada, where the conscription i ssue inevitably arose whenever 
the possibility of war was mentioned . It may also be noted that 
on 30 Mar 39 both Government and Oppo sition l eaders in the House 
of Commons expressed the view that expeditionary forces from the 
Dominions were unlikely to be required in any f'uture war. 

8, On the eve of war, th en , the situation was this• 
The Government and the country may be said to have been resigned 
to the fact that if Great Britain became involved in war vdth 
Nazi Germany, Canal a would participate a t one e. At the same 
time, both the chief political parties .had committed themselves 
to pl acing a major limitation upon the Canadian war effort, in 
the form of a prohibition against conscription for service 
abroad. This policy, which was not seriously questioned at the 
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time by any l arge organized political group,
9 

was adopted in the 
int erest of naintaining the unity of th e nation in the antici­
pated crisis, an d whatever the strictly nili tary ob ~ections that 
may be raised against it - and thoy aro powerful ~ it served 
this purpose pretty effective l y i n Septonber 1939. 

PART I I: THE REACTION OF PUBLIC OPINION AT 
THE OUTBREfJ( OF Vllffi 1 SEPTEMBER 1939 

9 • When war final J..y c am.e , t he fir st r eaction of the 
country r eflect ed to a very considerablo extent the confusion of 
opinion and tho controversies of rocont years. Tho Government, 
true to its pledges, summoned Parliament, and Canada's declaration 
of war was pos tponed until tho House of CoI!1L1ons had had an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion. 

10. As might have b een expected, in tho light of the do-
vclop!ilont which has been described above , the Houso supported the 
Government in its policy of "cooperation by Canada at the side of 
Great Britain". The Address in r ep ly to tho Speech fro i:1 the 
Throne, whose adoption the Gov ernment had said it would consider 
as constituting approval for that policy, was approved without a 
division, and only four menbors spoke against it. Of these four, 
one was the pacifist l eader of the c.c.F. Party (whose group did 
not support him); the other throe wore all members for ~uebec 
constituencies . 

11. Although a large measure of unity had thus been 
naintained, perusal of the Debates of the Sp ecial Session of 
Parliament which lasted from 7 to 13 September clearly indicat es 
that this unity would have be en much l ess comp l e te but for the 
reiteration of the pledges against overseas conscription. A 
potentially serious divergence in opinion on tho issues of the 

· wa:r was in fact r ofl e cted even in tho speeches of the two govern­
nerit nemb ers who novcd ood second ed the Address. The nover, 
Mr • . H.s. Hnnilton (.LUgoma West) nade it clear that he wus, in · 
effect, in favour of an unres trict ed and unlimit ed wa:r effort. 
urr a certain type of assistance would b e nost advantageous now," 
he said, 11 changing to a different type of assistance later, then 
I an for that. And if the assistanc e which can effect that which 
I belie ve to be so vital can best be given on the Atlantic, on 
the North Son, on tho fields of Europe I an also for that". The 
second er, ll.llr. J. A. Blanchette (Conpton ~, took a different line, 
reflecting what was undoubtedly a widespread viow in French 
Canada; he declared hinself i n favour of 11 a reason able and moderate 
cooperation, cons istent with our interests and resourc es ", and 
defini tely not including conscription (Debates, House of Cannons, 
Sp ~cial War Session, 1939, pp 7, 12). 

12. Many references in the· Debates of th is short session 
indicate tho inpor tance which Frenc h -speaking I:1enbers attached to 
the avo~dance of conscription for overseas service. Sone were 
prepa:rod to go further. At the ver'jr outset, Mr• Maxine Raymond 
(Beauharnois - Laprairie ) sought to table "a petition signed by 
thousand of citiz ens against· participation by Canada in any extra­
territorial war 11 (ibid, p. 6). Mr. RaJTi:1ond later lll"lbUOd for a 
policy of neutrali~it could be, he said, na friendly · 
ne':ltrali ty toward Great Britain, Franco and Poland 11 (~, p., 63). 

13. In t h e course of this session, tho Goverru;1ent did 
not announce a definite policy on the employuen t of the forces. 

H The Social Cr edit party did support conscription during the 
special session of Sept enb0r 1939. 
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The Prine Minis tor said in the Hous o of Cannons on 8 Sept enber , 
"The question of an expeditionary for c o or uni ts of sorvi~e over­
seas is particularly one of wide ro ad1ing significance which 
will require the fullest exar.ri.nation . 11 The decision to dispatch 
a division overseas was not announc ed ~ an d probab l y not taken, 
until after Parlianont had risen . 

14. In t hese circunstanc e s , public opinion could 
scai~cely crystallize firmly; the House and the · country were 
awaiting the announcenen t of governnent policy. Nevertheless , 
the gern of serious di sagre enen t on the Enploynont of the rri.li tary 
forc es · was apparent in the debates even of this session . Various 
French- speaking nenbers · argued agains t the dispatch of any 
expeditionary force; Mr . J.F. Pouliot ( T(}n iscouata ) presented a 
resolution of the r1unicipal council of the parish of St. Hubert 
which included the statenen t , "Canada is not in a position , on 
account of her d eb t, t o send expeditionary forces ; the necessity 
of which, besides, is not obvious" (ibid , p. 155). Tho C·. c .F. 
group, while , a s already noted , not opposing the d eclaration of 
war , definitely opposed an expeditionary force . Mr . M.J. Cold~ 
well , on behalf of t h is group, read a formal statenont including 
t his sentence : "Canada shoulcl be prepared to defend hor own 
shores, but her assistance should bo linited to e cononic aid 
and must not include conscription of nan power or the sending 
of any expeditionary force ." (ibid, p • .55). On the oth er hand, 
certain nembers of the Conse rvative opposition including .Mr . 
H.C. Gre on (Vancouver South) and "Mr . T .L. Church (Toronto -
Broadview ) denand ed a nor e active p olicy, the latter inquiring , 
ttWhy don Y t you train and equip -an oxpedi tiono.ry fore e here at 
once? " (~, pp 100-01, 122). 

1.5-. Fron the outset the French-Canadian press in no 
unc ertain t erns ranged itself agains t conscription c ertain 
s ections going so far as to advocate non~participa~ion in the 
war . For exo.:o.ple ·, Li .Action Ca tholique (Q,uebec) of 6 Sep declared 
"Le Canada aurait pu adopter une neutralite nitigee tres favor­
able a lV.A.ng l e t erre " and on 11 Sep wrote 11Mene sans conscription, 
l e Cano.da p eut s e tirer tres na l de cett e gu erro 11 ·• Closely 
watching the Unit ed Sta tes and arguing against ac tive nilitary 
co-ope ration with London·, this pap er on 13 Sep warn ed of the 
heavy taxa tion which would r esul t 11s i on c onnet ltinprudence de 
l ever des corps expeditionnaires quVil faut ensuite n aintenir au 
prix de la conscription ou dVun volontaria t p lus ou moin force" . 
Similarly, Le Devoir (Montreal) on 4 Sep defined its position as 
11une politique dV exclus ive df3fens e territorial e e t de bienveillante 
neutralitB a lV endroit de 1' Angleterre 0 , Although professing no 
oppo sition to volunte ers j oining the British or French forces , on 
11 Sep it sounded the warning 11Mais l e non du corps expeditionnaire 
f ai t tout d.e suite l e vor l e spectre de l a co nscription" ·, 

16. Although equally averse to co ns cription, other 
sections voiced complete approval of th e moder a te course adopted 
by t he Govornnen t, Bitterly opposi ng Le Dev oir on the grounds 
that neutrali t y wa s i mpos s ible , ]:.e Cana a a {Montreal ) of 9 Sep 
proclaimed that Mr . King had dispelled 611 do ubts and fe lt 
as sured that tliere would be n either conscription nor a contingent 
sent to Europ e . Likewise , LYEv~nelilent Journal (Q,uebec) on 7 Sep 
stated 11 J a.mais, crayons -nous , ies ·chefs actueI du gouvernenent· 
n vont announce qu Vils voulaient envoyer des troupes en Europe -
volontaire s ou conscrits 11 • When the party positions wer e defined , 
this paper app l auded both t h e Libera ls and Conservatives for de­
claring themselve s opposed to conscription and unres ervedly con­
denned t he Socia l Credit mov ement. Briefly, then, the French- · 
Canadian press favour ed a t t he b est a noderate war effort , entirely 
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voluntary, and showed definite opposition during the first half 
of Septenber 1939 to · any forn of expedi tionnry force which i-:iight 
lead to conscription. 

17. Most English-speaking dailies, on the other hand, 
refrained fron expressing strong opinions on nilitary natters 
until ParliaDent had spoken. None of then advocated neutrality, 
although all appreciated the inporta.nce of hone defence . Sone 
registered protests at the delay in issuing the official proclan­
ation of a state of war after hostilities had already corJL1enced, 
but it was clearly recognized that constitutional forIJa.li ties 
alone were being observed. Their predoninant thought was that 
national unity nust be preserved. Consequently, apart fron the 
vigorous canpaign for i r.111ediate conscription carried on by the 
Ottawa Citizen, the tendency was ·to defer this contentious point 
unt~l convinced of its necessity . The Vancouver Daily Province 
of 6 Sep noted th at the Canadian Corps Association was urging 
conscription but felt that it v>0uld be better to wait . Even the 
Globe and Mail (Toronto) of 19 Sep advised the sane in answer to 
.riany letters calling for its adoption at once. This paper, to­
gether with tb.n Gazette (Montreal), later placed trenendous 
pressure upon tho Goverrunen t to introduce conscription for over­
seas service. 

18. When the Prine Minister fir st revealed the policy· 
of his Gove rnnen t, however, press cri ticisn was re la ti vely nild . 
:Major ·wartine issues betw een the Conservatives and Liberals had 
not yet appeared, while neither the ·c.c.F. nor the Social Credit 
parties controlled large newspapers. The Journal (Ottawa) of 9 
Sep found no fault with the announcen ent except that it could 
have been nade a week before with no re effect . The Evening 
Telegran (Toronto) called for action, not words, while tlie-van­
c'ouver Province wished that Mr. King had given "a little nore 
inspiration and future guidance"• The Winni~o~ Free Press, 
ardent western chanpion of Liberalisn, rennr e on the other 
hand that he had struck the very chord raost noticeable a.mong the 
people: 11 a sober, rational note entirely lacking in hysteria" . 
Feeling that the mistake of sending raw levies o:tTerseas ~ould 
not be repeated, this paper nevertheless assuried that a force 
would go in due course. The Vancouv er Province stressed that 
there was no iThuediate need for an infantry contingent. Pre­
viously the Globe and Mail had written on 7 Sep 11 i t was obvious 
that our rJost important early contribution will be in the air" 
and the Journal · on 8 Sep had remarked "This wa:r will probably be 
won in the ai rtt • All these nev~spup ers heartily approved the 
policy of consultation with the British · Gove rillilent in order to 
provide the nost effective co-operation. 

19. There soon appe ared, rowever , indications of general 
impatience with the confusion ari sing fron the lack of positive 
action by Ottawa. The Winnipeg Free Press of 12 Sep took the lead 
in calling upon the Government to define its military plans and 
r,1ake it clear that there would be an all-out effort including the 
sending of men overseas if necessary. The Globe and Mail that 
same day spoke of dissatisfaction , even resentment against its 
attitude on enlistr1ent and den.anded. that recruiting should go on. 
N~vertheless, it was not until after Parliament rose on 13 Sep 
without a clear-cut statenent of ·policy that serioufr pressure for 
an expeditionary force developed, The Gazette of 16 Sep quoted 
fro.t:J. both the above-mentioned Gdi torials and asked the Governnent 
to t1provide without delay at 1 east the franework of a force, one 
or perhaps two divisions, that could be rapidly filled in and 
dispatched overseas with little or no loss of time"• All three 
papers continued to call for definite objectives in recruiting 
and Ottawa's Journal on 15 and 18 Sep joined in with forceful 
denands for the · training of a potential expeditionary force. It 
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is inportant to note that these papers were not asking for troops 
to be sent overseas at once but nerely that plans be announced 
and a force ·mobilized to train in readiness for future use abroad 
if required. ' 

20. The foregoing is enough to nake clear the fact that 
there was a serious division of opinion in the country fron the 
beginning on the erJploynent of Canadian r.rl.litary forces, and to in­
dicate that the GovGrnnent could expe ct to be subjected to severe 
pressure by advocates of the various points of viow as the struggle 
proceeded. 

PilRT III: THE DEVl LOPMENT OF PUBLIC OPINION 
ON '.11HE ETuil?LOYMENT OF THE Jffi.MY , 1939-41 

21. On 19 Sep 39 the public was infor:r;1 ed of the decision 
to organize and train a division to be avai lable as an expedition­
ary force, vdth a s e cond. division to bo n ade r~ady. Whi~e the 
English-language newspapers greeted the news with enthusiasn, 
sections of the French~Cunudian press gave it nuch less favourable 
publicity. L'Action Catholique ~hat same da1 had.just written 
"nous ne voyons pas m~r.1e pour iv instant la nee essi t'8 des forces 
expeditionnaires volontaires". Le Canada of 21 Sep drew attention 
to the fact that the announcement was placed last in a series 
flade by Mr. Ian Mackenzie before he handed over the portfolio of 
Iv.Jinister of National Defence to :Mr, Nornan McLeod Rogers, and 
several edi.tors atteL1pted to connect it with Cabinet changes, 
Nevertheless, the new :Minister confirned on 28 Sep that it was 
intended to send certain technical unit.s and one of these div­
isions overseas when required, the other to be kept ready. Two 
days later all newspapers published the names and home locations 
of units conprising the overseas division, the policy of basing 
then upon existing militia units nee t ing with general approval. 

THE Willi IN THE DOIDRU fvB 

22. iU though the point that Canada WJ uld send troops 
abroad had been fir r.ll.y settled, the ti ne of their dispatch was 
still unknown. Demand ing nore definite infor nation1 the Journal 
of 4 Oct enquir ed whether it was pract icable to train the div­
isions in Canada, particularly under winte r conditions and without 
complete flOtorized equipnent. Its editorial went on to urge that 
the Goverm.1ent name the divisional co mnande rs and indicate the 
period of training to be carri ed out in Canada. Two days later 
official announcerJ.ent was r:.iade that Maj-Gen A.G.L. McNaughton had 
been appointed "Inspector~ener al of Uni ts of the ls t Canadian 
Division", press reports indicating it was the intention he would 
assume c01:nnand when they were assenbled. There was also some 
speculation that if other divisions were sent overseas he probably 
would become Corps Cor;mander, On 14 Oct the Journal -predicted 
that the 1st Division would proceed overseas within 60 days to 
complete its training abroad in view of the lack of facilities in 
Canada, General McNaughton's tour across the country to inspect 
his units was followed with keen int erest, but there was no 
noticeable pressure to hasten their departm·e nor ·to send therJ 
directly to a battle front. 

23, The public at first could not understand the reason 
for the discharge or transfer to the Canadian Active Service 
Force of some 3 ,800 troops who in the fir st few weeks of the war 
had been used to protect vulnerable points such as canals and 
bridges. :rv.rilitia units affected naturally felt keen disappointment 
and in a numb er of cases men had difficulty in regaining their 
civilian jobs, To combat nurnurs that this was an obvious exru:iple 
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of changing policy, the Nrinister explained that those troops 
technically had not been nobilized but as a tenporary neasure 
had been placed on active service for this specific purpose 
until the R .c .M.P. w0ro prepared to assun0 thoir task. 
(Montreal Star, 14 Oct, and Toronto Star, 16 Oct 39). In passing, 
it is interesting to note an oo.rlior criticisn of tho Doninion 
Governraent by tho Toronto Tel o~ran of 21 S0p for refusing to 
supply gun.rds for industrial p ants and installations of provincial 
and· nunicipal concern. Tho gene ral principl e agreed upon before 
the war, however, was to enploy troops to guard only nili tary 
ostablislrr10Ilts and exposed coastal areas. Once this becar.10 known, 
dern:mds for li.rny assistanc o sub sided noticeably• 

24. J..lthough the rocrui ting r ocords of several . or. 
the French-Canndian. reginents initiQlly nobilized were renarkably 
good, all parts of the country showed concern when Pronier 
1~urice Duplessis called an election in ~uobec on the basis that 
t ho Federal Governnent was over-riding provincial rights in its 
war neasures. This nove was seen as a deliberate attonpt to 
isolate French-Canadians at a critical ti ne before tho expedition­
ary forco sailed. In tho· polling on 25 Oct however, L'Aotion 
Nationale dropped fron 76 sonts to a noro ll and tho Liberals 
under Adolard Godbout swept to victory with 67 seats. Credit 
for this success was nainly attributed to ~uobocVs r epresentatives 
in the Federal Co..binot, Mossrs Ernest Lapointe nnd O.G. Power, 
who whilo canpaigning vigorously roiteratod that they would never 
renain in a Gov ornnont which would i nposo conscription. Never­
theless, · t ho Journal of 27 Oct wont so far as to say that, be­
cause ~k . Duplessis had nude tho conscription issue his battle­
cry, tho voting -had indicated that Quebec would if necessary 
give it support. Throughout Canada thero woro expressions of 
relie f that national unity had be en preserved. 

25. In contrast to tho nixed reception given to the 
nodest A;rr:zy prograr:10.e , there was an enthusiastic welcone to the 
sinultaneous annow10enent on 10 Oct 3 9 .. by the Secretary of State 
for Air (Sir Kingsley Wood ) in London and Prine Mini st er King in 
Ottawa that Canada had been selected as the advanced training 
centre for airnen of all parts of the Connonwealth. It was 
estinated that the schene would eventually produce 25.000 pilots 
annually, but there was sone delay in getting started while Lord 
RiverdaleVs nission to instigate preparations in Ottawa spent 
several weeks quietly ironing out de ·Gails. The public soon grew 
a little restive and , as in the caso of tho Arny, called for 
further infornation. One Conservative newspaper, which in 
Septenber had urged ParliaBent to adjourn in order to allow 
ministers to got on with their job, by Decenber was saying 
"nany people aro beginning to believe that the busine ss of 
running a war witho ut Pa.rliruJ.ent being i n session is ·not particu­
larly gooa. busine ss 11 (Journal, 11 Sop nnd 16 Dec 39). On 18 
Dec er1b er, however, tho P'rine' Minister wo.s able to announce very 
complet0 do tails of t he scheno, which occupied tho headlinos that 
day. Meanwhil e , in a broadcast t hat v ery afternoon, Mr. Winston 
Churchill (then First Lord of tho J .. d.niralty) had r eferred very 
briefly -to the safe arrival of tho 1st Canad ian Division in -
Britain. All English and Canadian dailies of 19 Dec consequently 
featured the story of OanndaVs soldiors, who t hus regained tho 
favour of public a ttention. 

26. This dronatic news of t heir arrival over seas was,. 
of course not at all unexpected . A nonth before the Montreal · 
Star of l~ Nov had ren:inisced on th o sailing of tho 1914 contin­
gent . General McNaughton on concluding his inspe ction tour had 
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told tho pross that his division was 11boing roa.diod without 
haste but with thorouch:r1oss nm1 al 1 possible dosputch 11 (Gazette 
o..ncl Globe and Hail, 20 Hov 39), J .. t t ho risk of joopurclizing 
socur'i ty' tho New" Yor k Tin es on 20 Nov ho..d ovon print od two 
Dicturos of till-1it1t{; cd 'Gi•c)"c;'i'-J's nboo.rc1 o. transport vessel with tho 
caption ttMonbors of the Prir1coss Patricia Light Infantry lonving 
Victoria, B.c., for Vo.n~ouvor to entrain for fill East Coast port, 
who1~0 thoy w:i.11 sail f Li l.' l!'runc o n, Thib nay havo boon part of 
tho 11Marsoillos runo ur 11 w;,icl:t tho War Office intentionally began 
to circule:tc but l a t c;r st~1p11(:<l (So o P:i.."olin.inary Narrative, The 
His ·!;or bf tho Crmc:d:l.r-.2:1.. r·'fi.lit ::1ry Fcr i; os Ov0r,seas, 19 .39•1940-;--
C ap , p.:1.ras )( - m.l c~ 97•1ITo). 

27. D.'.~ 2 Jan -~- 0 t~1c r:n tire 1st Canadian Di vision had 
boon conc un tro.t c;(L i n ·:- ; n :~: l o.1111 , bu t n:\n~l sections of public opinion · 
at hone woro f ar fr u .. i ll oinc; content. Insistinc ·that ono di vision 
of · 16 000 pai~tio.ll~r t. :.:-c:.1. hi.: cl. troops was not enough, Ottawa• s Con­
sorvati vo pap er 0on t .:~T1. · ~~~-;d. that, in proportion to Britain ts three 
and a half nillion :· ~\)J.1 who har.l t alrnn up arns or stood 1·oudy to do 
so, Cano. c:.a ::;l10uLL h::::.v•:i 800, ooo. Lt that ti no nlLo actually had 
under 100, 000 anc1 wan ~.iot uvcn o.ppoa.line; for r <') C:rui ts~ 

f:Jl(~ tho Cr.m.a(Lian :".:lO Oplc 9 1rho Jourrtf~l succ;ests 
:eur· tlwr, clon 'It wm1t to bG in this \v1D:· wi:th 
lL:.tlte::l li nl)i J.ity, '11h 0y realize tho v:Ltal noe'd 
of air fi ehtors, .:-u.icl will provide th on, but; we 
thinlc they r ealize as well that. tho:r:e :.1..s nuod 
for l and forces, .;_;.n\:t woul5. like t; o c :i.ve their· 
slw.ro of ·t;he .:::~;_., ..:·:..b o7e ai.1, thG Canu.cl ian puoplu 
dont t re:li :Jll t ho r C> l G of beihr_; a fJort of ; .. lli•)d 
Cor:inissariat ~d tch ::ii for British 011D_ i.llic <l 
soldiers ,_io i nc; t he ir i'i c;~1tihc; ~ 'J.1l1a t is nn t t h oir 
trndi tio:n. 

(Journal, 

2oo·, w-, ··.J cl c+-:·11 :-;· +·.·) ·1 .-, .,.,..n ;-1L· i, .. -, 01..' ·i-1'-1 n Go•r -·,1·n··1,"11tf<' "'l"·nC! • .a..:J,,.l.,t; .._ _, \/ -1~ l,J y ,_ --U ~ - - .L U J ..._, 1' \ {.1 . J v U ~ (..4 Q 

w!1on ParliD.!."J.ent x·on~Hm: ·Jbl c=Jc1 on 25 Jan 40 , :~10nbors wore o.s tound.ecl 
t u hear 'Gj.iat a c;onoral Cl e C ti on Would bo hc~ld. at OJ1C <3 • 1fhiS 
pGliticul bo~:1bsholl :::me:. bcGn proci;::iitat od by· a vote of' consuro 
initiatod by Pror:io:r: M.1!'. Hopburn in the Ontario Logiolatu.re 
ace using tho J!'ocLorcll Gov ornnont o:f:' lm vin(; r:u c1o "so li ttl t; effort 
to prosucu·be CaruJ.clo. 9 ~;; duty i n tho wnr in thu vie;orous r1a..n.rhir 
which tl10 Canc.dL:u~ ~10opL:; clGsiro 11 (r1'ho Tines (London), 14 Mar 40), 
! . t . ·~~ .. s' • - l t. t . n :proso11t1nc r ' io.son13 for h ns onin c ·0n\.: uisBo u ion, ho Prine 
Minist or exploiaecJ. tllat tl~ c lii'o of I'a rlia::ttmt had al1uost expired 
anc:, etG thero woulc probably bo Ll c;r uut o:t' 1'ons ive ()fi the we stern 
front in the sp:d .. nc~ , it was w0ll to go t; ·t110 general election 
ov er before tho war 11b oc;an in oar nost". (Debates, OJ? cit, 1940, 
vol I, p, 7) · - -

29, Although boci nn:Lnc in a r:i1)irit,od nannor, this 
wartino oloction ::.1oon becaao alrJ.\);:;t a;)uthetic in view of tho 
abscmce of' any rao.l is sue , the Lm j or con"l; ondinc parties all 
agr eeing that tho war r.m,s t bo prosocutod v1 i th dotEJrr.ri.nation ancl 
vigo ur (Tho Tinos (Lone.on), 28 Ho.r :~o). The Lib erals appealed 
to the c'o .. Lintry on th o basis of 11~\tional uni·ty in support of a 
war policy dosienoc~. to l;:oc) tho c c)untry onu , This proc;ra.rme tho 
Consorvati ve::: cle.inocL wo.G half-r ... o::u·t od ru1C. could only be nade 
offoc ti vo by a Nutional Govc;rru:1cn t. Both the;::: e principal contend­
ers roi t oratod opposition ·t; ,_) conscription for servico abroad on 
tho basis that it woul ("i. jeop c~rc1izo national m:dty. 11he o.c.F. 
and Now Denocracy c;r•)ups sinil:i.rl;}'" :-.:ainta:incd ·tho pru:·ty po s itions 
they had defined dari nr..:.; tl10 Sp t;ci al Sos::::ion uf 1939 • while out­
rie;ht opposition to par·i;i ci11E .. r ti on Wf..1 .. G cu nfinod ·to a. sprinkling 
of Nationalist m1ti-VJar co.nclidat ·:::c i n Q,U1.;Jec u.nd an oG.J. Co.:.:ir.mnist. 
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30. Early in the election campaign .. there was a g~ea..t 
outcry that ·' .inadequate equipment had been serit wl th the C~ad·ian 

troops overseas (Journal, ~9 and 21 ~eb 40h.';. To these cha~ges 
Col J,L. Ralston ('11'.eH 'Minister of Finance) · a~ly replied tli~t the 
1st Divis:lori had sailed va th its full complmmnt of mchine gulis 
and field attillery in , addition to rifle~ and peroonal eqti.ipmoht, 
that it wdul.4 have practically all its motor transport before 
reaching :B"rahoe, arrl -; 'bhnt more modern weapons would be substituted 
as soon as possible (Gazette, 9 Mor 40). B.9tO~e the end Of 
February the llOth Army Co-operation Squadron R,C.A.F. reached 
England, ·the advanced_ guard of thousands of airmen to pro coed 
ovorsoas. National Defence Headquarters muld not di scloso total 
strengths there, but it was estimated that 6,ooo ancillary troops 
had also been dispatched. Government supporters such as the 
Winnipeg Freo PrQss ( 23 Mnr 40) were th ar et ore able to contrast . 
very favourably what had.been dono in the first six months with 
a similar period in 1914. On tho whole the public '.was satisfied 
to know that the Canadian division was being thoroughly prepared 
before being assi.gn.ed a front-line position. 

}l. Polling results on 26 Mar gave n swooping mo.jori ty 
to ·the Liberals, who won 178 scats out of o. total of 245, louving 
the ConservativeE; with barely 40 nnd the c.c.F. and Now Democracy 
with less than ten apiece. According to Tho Times (London) of 
28 Mnr the decisive factor probably was that donnuinns preferred 
to continue the war under a Cabinet of mon tho~r knew end had seen 
at work tha...11 turn to an anonymous Administration. It was a man­
date given at a stage in tho s o-callod "phoney war" bcf ore the 
fever had ·begun to rage and a. mild tonic so0med. an adequate pro­
scr.iption. 

32. The election oxcitom.ont had be.roly ai bsidod• how­
ever, when the spring military off'onsivo predicted by tho Prinr;;) 
Minister burst for th 1 initiated not by tho Allies in Frum c but 
by the northwc.rd tnrust of tho Germans through Denmork and into 
Norway on 9 Apr 40. Early rumours tha.t Cru:w.dian troops woro being 
sent to oppose them. there wore mildly discrcdi tod by ro urcos in 
Ottawa, mo still foresaw tho lst Division g:)ing to France o.nd the 
2nd training in Cnnado. (Montreal Stc.r, 16 Apr 40). The Ottawa 
Jo'Urnal of 2.5 APr on th c other· linnet, me.in to.ined "tho enemy oo uld 
never be beaten ai the ca.' ca.rmy pace Of Conadals wor cttort" 
and openly asserted there could be no bettor spearhead than tho 
Conadian division against Germunyt s occupation army in Norway. ' 
In the face of official silence overseas, tho IJ::>ndon newspapers, 
tho Canadian Pross Association, Reuters nows agency, end oven 
the B.B.c. repeatedly insisted that at lea.st somo Canadians had 
entered the battle there, despite tho denial of Mr. Power (Aoting 
Minister of Nationnl Defonce). Not until 21 Mly did Cano.do. loam 
how noar hor troops had boon to sailing for Trondhjom, tho tull 
story being cabled later by tho Canadian Pross on 12 J\ln tOlling 
of tho chain of mishaps to tho designated for co commend ors• 

H' • During those momentous days Mr. Rogers was · on a · 
sit to Britain and Fronc o for consultation regarding tho admin­
tration nnd employment of C£llladian forces. A,pprociating the 

need for a constant supply of reinforcements if Canada. put "tb2-eo 
or four divisions into tho front line", the Globe and Mail of 29 
A,pr speculated that before victory ca.mo halt a Di1111on do.nadians 
might go overseas. On the evo of his departure for home, Mr:. 
Rogers failed to indicate whether Canrulian troops were destined 
for Eranc o but said they had always served whore they could make 
tho greatest possible co.ntribution (Gazette, 9 Mn.y 40) • Whe.tovcr 
plans he had formul:~t od, h:> wovor, a drastic change became 
necessary with tho violent anding of tho period of tho doldrums. 



34. HitlorVs blitzkroig lo.unchod upon tho Low Countries 
on 10 May 40 caused most nations of tho w::>rld to look with dismay 
upon their homo dofoncos. Canndo. was not ulono in spooding up 
hor wo.r offort and cont omplo. ting probo.blo invasion if Franco and 
Britain foll. Whilo tho battle of Flanders ragod, tho Ottawa 
Oitizon of 15 May emphasized tho might pf tho Gormo.n military 
machine and charged that through o. woa.k o.rmrunont o.nd munitions 
programme in tho po.st Cano.do. was ''unready to hold any substantial 
pnrt --of tho dofcnc e lines"• Irnmodiatoly tho now Parlirunont mot 
on 16 May tho Loader of tho Opposition, Mr. R.B. Hanson (York­
Sunbury), criticized both tho oquipmont"c::m.d the recruiting policy 
tor tho forces (Dobo.tos, 1940 

1 
P• 34). In announcing Govorn­

mont policy, Mr. IITng sto.to'a. that o. Cano.di an Corps would bo formed 
in the field, al.so that the 2nd Division was to bo sent overseas 
and a · third division raised for service at homo or abroad (ibid, 
pp 42-47}. Theso measures had in most pa.rt boon onticipatocr15"Y 
tho press and mot with gonernl o.pprovo.l. Describing them in 
greater detail fruring discussion of tho War Appropriation Bill, 
:Mr. Rogers on 26 May said that tho forr10.tion of a Cano.dian Corps 
had been undor considoro.tion for some time ruid 11wo.s not pronpted 
only by the ovmts of recant weeks" (ibid, P• 97). 

- -
35. .Among critics who followed him, Major Alan Cockoram 
(York South) demanded th2.t nneither tho first nor the second 
di vision should bo al lowed to on tor o.ny zone of bo.ttlo until tho 
Cano.dian people and tho Depo.rtrncnt of National Defonce arc satis­
fied that sufficiont · tro.inod reserves aro on hand to roinforco 
thom" (ibid, p. 106). Mr. T.L. Church called tor mobilization of 
11all th'Oiiiilitia in Canada for all :r:Ulito.ry districts from coast 
to coast" o.nd tho formation of a homo gunrd of roturnod non 
(ibid, p. 135}. Messrs H.C. Groen and G.s. White (Hnstings­
Po:E'O'Fborough) supported his request, while Mr. J.R. Mo.cNicol 
(Davenport) said he was far from being satisfied, after eight 
and o. half nonths of wa.r, with not h aving a battalion in France, 
an <J.ir · squadron o.t the front. On the other hand , Mr. L. Laconbo 
(Laval-Two l!ountains) still mainto.inod that a fincncial effort 
wa.s sufficient, and :Mr.J.S. Roy (Go.spb°) hold thn.t r.E.torio.ls rather 
than men should be sent into bo.ttlo. Mr. A.R. Adamson (York Wost) 
felt that recruiting of o. third ~ivision wo.s completely ino.doquato, 
o.nd ho suggested that tho special aptitudes of Canadians called 
for o. ro.ilwuy corps m d tank co:rp s o.s woll ns opportuni tics to 
onploy he.rc1rock n.inors and mountain ski troops. During tho 
debate, several speakers roquostod o.n oxtonsion · or tho protection 
offer.ed by the arred forces: Mr. D.G. Ross (st. Paul's) to guard 
the hydro-electric systen in Ontario; Mr. N.J.M. Lockhart (Lincoln) 
the Welland Conal; ~tt. C.E. Johnston (Bow Rivor) tho Turner Valley 
oil fields. 

36. On 23 Mo.y fvtt. Rogers o.nnouncod that it had boon de­
cided to establish o. forco to bo known o.s "Votoro.ns Home Gunrds", 
which would consist initio.lly of 12 co.mponios ond bo concerned 
mainly with tho protection of militnry property. Tho following 
day tho Germans roached Calais and t.h. o fighting abroad incronsod 
in intensity-. Further emorgoncy ne a suros for tho imrJJdia to oxpnn­
sion of Cano.do.Vs military nnd air forces wero told to tho Connons 
on 27 May. In addition to tho 3rd Division and corps troops, it 
was proposed to recruit nll tho rifle battalions of a fourth · 
division. Dr. H.A. Bruce (Parkdo.lo) asked for six divisions in- ~ 

stead of four, while Mr~ AdnIJ.son a.nd Major Cockop!f°ar1 onphasizod C'\ 
the iQportnnco of tanks. Mr. Rogors oxplainod to tho House, 
however, that Cnnnda hnd not sont tank battalions overseas bocnuso 
nccording to tho existing osta.blishr.1ont, they wore neither div-
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isiono.l nor corps troops but o.rr:iy troops, ond thoroforo woro to 
bo supplied by· the Bri tish1 at l oo.st until problon s of proC).uction 
in Cnno.clo. could b o worked out. The dnnadio.n cotmons passed its 
$?00,000 1 000 Wn:r Appropri ntion Bill on 29 MllYI o.t t.h.c tin<D whon 
tho situation o.broo.d lookod oxtronoly black. Ji.s tho Gernans 
hannerod tho British o.nd Fronch rotroo.ting. through Dlllk~~k, tho 
world o.t largo saw, perhaps for tho first tine 6 in its true por­
spocti vo tho plight of Britain~ 

37. Through those dnys of crisis thoro was considerable 
pressure placed upon tho Govcrnncnt t o roco.11 General McNaughton 
to to.kc cho.rgo of Cono.c1a9s wo.r effort. Tho proposal was insti{Znted 
by tho Rev A.H. McGroor, Principa.l and Vice-Chancellor of Bishop's 
College, whoso school General McNo.ughton had o.ttendod (Ga.zotte, 
25 and 28 May 40). Dr. Bruce wo.s tho chief spokosna.n in Parlin­
nont, while tho s portsnrul Connie Scythe no t with o.n onthusinstic 
response fron tho Cnno.dinn Corps Association when ho forcefully 
renewed tho don nnc1 at o. r.nss nooting in Toronto. J .. t tbi s tine 
tho Cnno.dio.n Logion was also active in urging conscription 6f 
non, wealth nnd industry under energetic federal leadership. 

38. Tho Co.no.dian public recognized, however, that thoro 
was a big task for Genoro.l McNaughton in the United Kingdon, where 
sone 335,000 Allied troops rescued through Dunkirk had to be re­
equipped and roorgnnized to def ond the nothcrlo.nd. M:eanvvhilo tho 
Cano.di ans were o.lrios t tho only forn od unit there roo.dy to fight, 
Mr. King disclosing to the House on 4 .Tun thnt they had "on nore 
than one occasion" been under orders to join tho B.E.F. and French 
o.rnios in tho battle of Flanders. Ho wont on to so.y tho.t Ca.nndiun 
troops had o.lroady boon sent to tho Wost Indios and to hint of 
"other dispositions roquostcd and being not" (Debates, 1940, vol I, 
P• 483). Sonowhat nystifiod by tho failure of CCl.IlD.dinns to reach 
tho front, tho gcncro.l public novortholess was relieved to learn 
that no livos had boon sacrificed. 

39. Evidence of strong public fooling.during tho critical. 
days of Juno 1940 was given to Po.rli anont by ~~ • .T.H. Harris 
(Danforth), who presented on 6 Jun a poti ti on endorsed by a 
neoting of upwards of 11,000 Toronto ci ti zons protesting "Canada 
has not oxortod her full strength in nan p ower or natorial re­
sources" and urging tho Govcrnnont to put forth every possible 
effort. JUJ.ong t hose attending tho ncoting wore cl.dornen and sohool 
trustees, nombors of tho logislnturo, roprosonto.tives of Liboro.l 
nnd Conservative associations, servic e clubs, business nonts and 
ratepayers asrociations, and c ertain co.st end churcho~. (Ibid, 
pp 555-56). The following day 11tr'. Rogers announced rocruirs-­
would be sought for four faro stry conpo.nios and four railway 
construction conpuni es for service ovorsea.s, whereupon Mr. Hanson 
c6!Jl':'l:ontod, "That is good; we a.re getting a.ction c..t last" (ibid, 
P• 611). -----

40. Iranodintoly upon lo o.~"ning that Signor Mussolini had 
openly allied hin sclf against BritQin o.nd Franco, Cano.dn actod 
pronptly in proclair:ting a sta.to of \iYc.r a go.inst Italy ns fron 10 
.Tun 40. All pnrtios united in passing tho Prine Minister's notion 
to tho.t off oct, Mr. Ho.nson seconding it o.nd Messrs Coldwell and 
Blo.cknoro speaking in support. Mr. Church a.lono -voicod o. protest 
on tho grounds that it s avoured of sepa.rationisn. Tho House ad­
jotirned innodint oly afterward duo t o . tho death that norning of 
11r. Rogers in a flying occident. Tho country as n whole greeted 
with approval the o.nnouncet1en t by tho Prine Minis tor in tho 
Cannons on 13 JUn that Col • .T.L. Rnlnton would bo the now Minister 
of Na tional Defonce. 
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4l~ Tho now turn t ho wa:r ha.d tnkon c o.used corto.in 
nonbors of Po.rlinnont to boc ono very cvprohonsivo of o.tto.cks b y 
Gor nn.ns dr Ito.lia.ns fro n o.cross tho Uni tod Stutes border. Mr• 
Church on 12 Jun o.sked not only t hat tho n ilitio. be ceilod out 
to g un.rd -public utilities but t hat thoro bo nntiono.l service 
o.nd o.n i rmodi o. to nationo.l register. · Ho sto.tod the t tho Cano.dinn 
Corps J..ssocio.tion n o oting in Toronto* ho.c1 c1or1:.-'l.Ilc1od those stops, 
o.nd ho also rm.do roforonco to Ito.lir.n ro.co riots in Toronto. 

4-2. It soon b oc0I10 obvi ous to o.11 th f'.. t Franco wo.s 
ro.pidly disint ogr o.ting botwoon tho blows of tho Gerno.ns o.nd the 
Italirui nan o.c os. On 14 Jun Mr. King pledged to her Co.no.do.ts un­
wavering support by endorsing Mr• Churchill's nossago to M. 
Reynaud, but throe c1o.ys lo.t or ho o.nnouncod tha.t it had bocone 
nocosso.ry to wi thdr o.w thos o troops of t ho 1st Cono. dio.n Division 
which ho.d o.ctuo.lly lo.ndod in Frcnco. On 18 Jun ho warned that 
tho British Isles wore throo.tonod with invasion 11not o.s u renote 
possibility but as an i n.ponding nctuc.lity 11 , ond ho stated tho.t 
"o.ddi tiona.l noo.suros both for t ho a.ssistnnco of Brito.in and for 
tho defence of Canndu 11 wore oss ontinl. In that conne ction, ho 
o.nnouncoa., Cano.dio.n o. r nod forc e s wore already in Newfoundland, 
the Wost Indies and Icelnnd; recruiting wuld bo intensifi0d; 
there would b o a. m tional r ogistr a.tion of na.n power; and tho 
Govornn ont would sock a.t once uspocio.l onor gency powers to 
nobilize o.11 our hunnn raid no.t orial resources for tho defence of 
Co.na.da 11 • (Ibid , p. 8.5 4). Those pro po sals were i nnodiatoly 
wolcor.iod by""""£"fi"O loaders of tho Consorvo.tivo, C.C.F. a.no. Social 
Credit parties. 

43. Tho dobnto on tho National Res ources M:obilizo.tion 
Act, 1940 1 lasted for throe do.ys; discussion centred very lo.rgoly 
about clause 3, which prohibited poviJOrs to offoct cor1pulsory 
nili tary sorvic o fr on b oing oxorci sod "outside of Cnno.da ruid 
tho torri tori al waters thereof". Fron t ho beginning Mr. Church 
.assa.ilod t ho noo.surc on tho grounds t h2.t it was ino.d oquo.to end 
;provided only for hono dof once; ho clo.i nod t ho.t Cn.nnda should 
o.lreo.dy have o.n o.rny of 600, 000 e..nd should not be wo.i ting for tho 
onocy to strike at her. Mr. Pouliot, on th o other h o.nd, suic. 
he ho.d consulted his ol o ctors end found t h.on in favour of on- ­
listnent, sono oven of conscription, only if for hone defence. 
A strong sto.nd in f avour of lirli t od par ti cipo.tion was to.kon by 
Messrs W. Lo.croix (Q.uoboc-Mont noroncy), Pierro Gouthier (Portnouf), 
and J .s. Roy. In contrast, fuJ.l nobili z o.tion was deno.ndcd by 
:Mr. W. I. .• Fraser (Northunborlo.nd , Ont ). Tho Ministers of Justice 
and of Public Works, Me ssrs E. Lapointe and P .J . : ... Co.rd.in, both 
spoke in support of the bill, while tho Prine Minister repeatedly 
enphasized the gr avity of th e sit uc.tion nbroad. Further -opposition 
was encountered, novertholoss, f ron M:o ssrs M. Raynond, L. Laconbo• 
and l ... A. Lapointe (Mo.t n.podiu- Mo.to.no ), while t horo was also con­
sidora.blo criticisn on ocononic gr ound s fron c.c.F. EUld Social 
Crod.i t nonbers. Wh en Ur. Church ob joctod t hat recruiting would 
not bo helped by s anding conti ngents to Iceland or Greenland, 
t ho Prine Minister replie d that ho an tici po.tod no difficulty in 
getting volunteers for Ic el and or Qny ot her territori es adjacent 
to CElil. udo. . 

44 . The Bill pas sed on 20 Jun; ono day later Frooco 
ac co pt od th o Gorn an p oac o t orns and t h c British Connon weal th was 
l oft to fight on alone. Lt this ti noly nonont ~ustralian and 
Now Zenlnnd troop s e.rrivod in Britain and tho dofondors thare 
wore further oncouro.god by tho arrivo.l of t ho fourth Ccnad inn 
contingent. No ono expected t hat they woulQ rennin there ~or two 
yea.rs without clashing with t ho on a-.1y . 

~ Seo para 37 above. 

' · 
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THE CJ.N.i.Dllill CORPS ON GUI.RD, 1940-41 

45.. Tho press of Ca.no.da wore groo.tly pleased with the 
announcornnt on 1.5 JUl 40 tho.t Gonora.l McNo.ughton had boon pro• 
tiotod to co r.mClild o. n ow corps consisting of tho lsh Cano.dian · 
:Qi vision wi. th its o.ncillario s o..nd_. co rt a.in British forna.tions ~ . 
f.nong other nowspa.pors, tho Montroa.l Sto.r of 1.5 Jul o~prossed. ·. tho 
hope tho..t when o. suffici ent nuribor of Cono.dians roachod' Ehgland 
they woulc1 11roliovo British units now in Gonoral McNa\lghtont~ 
cormc.na., o.nd ovontuo.lly for n u who lly Cano.dian C~r:ps" • Public 
opinion at ·th at particular ti no, however, was uncortain :- whothar 
tho overseas force or hone dofoncd sho uld have priority~ 

46. On assuning his now portfolio on 5 Jul, Col Ralston 
had at once announced. o. nunbor of· swooping changes . o.t N .n .H.Q,. 
declared by,. tho Winnipeg · Froo Pross of ·6 Jul to ha.vo been donnnd.ed 
by the pubfic for nonths~ Tho nosi5 i nporta.nt was tho return of 
Maj-Gen H.DlG. Crera.r and his nppointnont olnost irJnediatoly as 
Chief of tho Goner al Sto.ff, a novo;which tho Loader of the ·.­
Oppostion so.id ho.d boon expected although not quite so soon. 
General Crernr the noxt nonth wrote to General McNaughton as 
follows: 

I found, as I had expoctoa.~ tho.t tho presstire 
of public opinion to v got oh with tho war• had 
developed to such o. height that thoro wa.s a , 
tendency on tl~e part ·of tho Govornnont in general, 
and tbi s Dopnr t n on t in parti culo.r, to go in all 
directions ~t highest possible speed. While I 
ur:i vory anxious to put every ounce we con into 
tho prosecution of this wo:r; I nr1 equally keep. 
to seo that o ffort clevoloped in a. balanc od and. 
co-ordinated na.nner. 

((H.S.) CC7/Croro.r/6: Crorar to 
McNaughton• 8 Aug 40) 

47. In Pa.rlienont both Messrs Hanson and Coldwell a.sk·ed 
for a general cliscussion of tho Govcrnnontts war effort, particu­
larly how nany divisions wore to go overseas and what was being 
done about tho def once of tho htla.ntic coast. Tho Minister re­
plied by n lengthy staterp n t to the House on 29 Jul in which ho 
announced tho forno.tion of an J..tla.ntic CoruJnnd to include tho 
Canadian for cos . in Newfoundlond and pro dieted that Canada. would 
shortly have overseas a corps of two conploto di visions with 
ancillary troops. Sta.ting thnt tho 3rd ond 4th Divisions would 
continue to train e.nd bo equipped a.t houo, ho foresaw no :further 
innodiato nobilization of C • .i ... S.F. units. This speech directly 
on.bodied tho policy advocated by Gonora.l Crorar, who renarkod in 
his letter to Gonero.l :McNaughton: 11It ho.s boon i.v.idoly acclo..ined 
editorially and, o.s a. result, it WJuld. . soon tht..t public confidence 
in tho · Dopnrtrnnt is now b Ging cr oo.tod. 11 (ibid). f.nong Conserve.ti ve 
papers, Tho Victoria Colonist of 31 Jul strongly endorsed the 
proniso of offensive action but urged that noro than two divisions 
should bo prepared to ta.kc po.rt. Tho Otta.wo. Journal of 30 JUl also 
found tho plan right in principle but considor'ed it'wook in con­
ception because it woulG not provide noro nc n for tho front line 
o~ersca.s. The Vancouver Province tho.t so..ne day onphasized on the 
other hand that noro nen should .not bo called up until equipnont 
beco.r10 uvailnblc. 

48. After Headquarters of tho 2nd Conndian Division had 
arri vcd in England early in .August 19L~O, the press in the next few 



- 14 -

' 
uonths gave t1my bints that tho two clivisions th9re would soon be 
up.ited in n .Co.mdia.n ·corps. Tho Gazette on 28 J .. ug spoko of this 
taking plo.c o b of' ore th.o big off onsi vo a.go.inst Gori:;iany and Italy 
f0r ocast by Mt'. Churchill for 1941 or 19t-i 2. Tho G).ob e and Mail 
during Soptonbor rcpo~todly nent$onod tho dosiro ror a Canadinn . 
Corps abroad . to show that tho nation was wholly ~n tho war. Con­
tinuing his .. lot tor tGi ·Gonora.l McNaughton, tho C .G 68. wrote on 
9 Sop: 

' on p y rotur~, I found t~at a.s a result ·qr a rather 
panicky outlook, tho tondoncy hero was t~ look 
inward and. think in terris of strictly v continental' 
dof'.onco. I holiovo that I have boon able to correct 
thnt defeatist attitude to a oo nsiderable extant 
both in tho War Cabinet and publicly andj as a 
result, during tho last .nonth or so tho accent has · 
been placed ,on the Vfortross Island' being · our first 
lino of dofonco rather than the ~tlantic seaboard. 

(Ibid) -
Subsequontiy, in addressing tho Canadian Club ot Ottawa on 23 
Oct, General Croro.r gave public expression to his view that "The 
t.10.jor issue confronting Cano.do. in particular and N6rth Aneri ca 
in general is to win this war in Europe and so prevent any 
possibility of tbis continent finding itself in an isolated 
and exposed situc.tion 11 (Filo CC7/Croro:r/6 contains a copy of this 
address). 

49. Establishnont of tho Pornanent Joint Boa.rd on 
Dofenco in J.1.ugust 1940 h o.cl created. a. nuch noro confident feeling 
anong tho Can ndia.n public. Tho Gazette of 21 Aug linked it with 
tho lo ase o:r J..:tlantic bases to tho Uni tod States and spoke of 
i:a broad co-operative na.rsha.llinG of for cos ngo.inst the comnon 
eneny"; o. week la.tor tho sru:io pc.per under tho ce;ption "Defonce 
Bon.rd Manns Businoss 1t wrote tho.t "groo.t expectations'' ha.d boon 
created. Closer relations betwe en J c..pa.n Md Gernany having 
brought f'eo.rs for the safety of tho Pacific Coo.st a.swell as the 
Atlantic; tho forna.tion of u Pacific Co:r:iri-md wo.s sinilo.rly 
"INelconod. 

50. Meanwhile, c. groat doo.l of reliance wo.s placed 
upon tho Connonwoo.lth l'J..r Training Scheno, Mr. Power having told 
tho Cannons on 28 J\l~ that tho United Kingdon stated it regnrdod 
this as Canuda.ts·groo.tost contribution. In a broadcast several 
nonths later• Mr. Vincent Ma.ssoy (Canedian High Connissionor in 
London) said thc.t nothing wo.s noro inprossi vo nor likely to be 
noro offoctivo (Tho Ti:qos (London), 19 Nov 40) • Tho J;;rny seenod 
destined to play o. waiting role' although there were nunorous 
hints that consid orl'..ti on was being given to sending Cano.di ans to 
tho Noa.r East and tho Toronto ToJ_e~'Vl of 2 Nov reported "Cn.nadiElil 
t~oops a.re said to bo stfc..ining on o lc nsh"• 

51• When Pnrlic.nont reo.ssenblod in Novonbor 1940, Mr. 
Hanson enquired who.tw as Con:i.d o. Vs o.ttitudo towards .Mr. Churchill's 
proposal for c.n offen s ive c c.npc.ign in 1942 or 1943 to free Frtlnce 
and tho Low Countries md whether there would be sutfic iont rein• 
:t'orcenents nnG. now units to inplanont this. The Priue Minister 
replied that nt various pro-wo.r conferences it had boon ngrocd 
that the prinn.ry duty of ·ouch pa.rt of tho CormonwoaJ.th was to pro­
vide for its own dcfonco. Col Ralston su geostod that tile danger 
of Brita.in being inva.dod wns thoucht to bo nt an end for the 
year but night bo ronowod in tho spring ; ho stutod that land oper~ 
ations in tho Modi torranoan could bo oxpoctod but his own forecast 
wns thnt tho yo~r 1941 would co ntinue to bo largely dofonsivo. 
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Wc.rning thc.t troops nust be thoroughl y equipped and 1:).avo "a. vory 
groat reserve" before being sent w t::io Moditerrnneant rnr. 1 ... R. 
J .. danson therefore urged Cano.a. a. to send ov orsea.s "a large, well• 
pr~pored strking force" (g£~ .. ~<?_~1J5 .. l, vol 1 1 .pp 160 and 162). 

52. The nows 1'?o.s not at all unexpected whon the f orn­
a.tion of ·the Cnnadian Corps ·wns announced. in Canada on Christnas 
Eve 1940. It was a source of cons:i.C.e:ca.ble satisfaction, . however, 
to kriow that tho 2nd Division had pro5ressed so far in its train­
ing and to learn that with the arrival overseas of the eighth 
contingent on 25 Doc it was up to strengthe JD.though no foreign 
assignnont had been allotted to the Canadians other than the 
d ctachnont of Royal Canadian Engineers tunnelling at Gibraltar, 
it was confidently anticipated that tho Corps as a whole would 
be gi_y;0n -a n6st inportant role if an inva,sion of England should 
be -attonptod. 

53, In a broadcast on 2 Fob tho Prine 1ti.nister first 
nade public the Ja:rry proeranno for 1941, which called for the 
dispatch overseas of another inf Mtr y di vision, an arnour ed 
division, an arny tank brigade ani large nunbars of oorps troops. 
Together vi th sinultaneous ·Navy and Air Force expansion., it was 
·J>raJsod as an "all-out o ffort" by Grant Dexter in tho Winnipeg 
Free Pross of · 12 Feb. Ji.n odi tori al in the sane issue, however, 
criticizea tho "big arny 11 plan if it nean t diverting suns fron 
tl.ir training. and industrial productionQ The Gazette of 4 Feb, 

. then canpaigning strongly for a coalition governnent, terr:e d the 
plans for increased production and sinultanoous expansion of tho 
forces "a sprawling prog.rDJJr1e rather t han a planned progrru:u::ie", 
adding ''Incident ally, WJ a. re to have a .nili,tary establiShnent 

: ··· which we woro told not so long ago would not be needed"• The 

·' 

· announcenont nevertheless provided ad~itonal arguoonts to re:rutc 
charges nude against Cana da at that tine by certain United Stutes 
newspapers protesting agains t l and-lease (Globe and Mail, 14 Feb, 
and Journal; 15 Feb 41) n In tho Cano.d ian p'.ross g~neraliy, how­
ever, it was sonewhat oversh.adowod by tho statc:r:ient nnde on 3 Feb 
concerning tho chane;e in conpulsDry n ilitary training fron the 
~0-day basis to four nonths !> Both tho Montreal Star of 4 Fob 
and tho Ottawa Journal . of 5 Feb hoil11d this a s a'"Wi'Se and courageous 
step • 

.5-4. When Parlianent ree.sseGbl ed on 17 Feb the Prine . 
·Minister expressed his agreenen t wi. th Mt• 8 Churchill that it would 
be a "Wai ting y~ar" and inti ne.ted t;hat it would very unlikely 

· witness a najo:r attack upon eneny-< ;ncupied Eu).'oJ;>e.;_ Conservative .. 
newspapers that DJ(.'h'flb~ were no.s t outcpoken in criticizing the . · 
Federal Goveriment for a l ad\: of d:L"i vo in the national wa:r effortK •. 

· In speaking on t he War Appropriation Bill for $1 ,300,000,000 
. the . Leader of the· Opposition renarked:> 11The fact is that Aus!ralia 
is on the field of battle, and Canada is not" (Debates 1941, . 
p •. 838) e On th at statooen t being dGnied by the Prime Mnfster> . . 
Mr. Hanson pointed to Libya and tho few m~ ·n. ·training in England. 
il few days lutor, in acclair.:iing victories of General wavel.l•s 
British ond 1 .. ustralian forces based :i.n Egypt 1 he said: "I ho.ve 
no doubt that th·e p er sonncl of the Canndian divisions ip. England 
wo1:11d have welconod an opportunity to pa.rticipate" (ill.Q_, p. 942). 

··· .55. When th c h.rny pr.ogra.ru.re caue to be discussed in> 
the Conr::ions during March , Col Ralston enphasized that it had been 

------------------~~~~~~~~-~~~--:-----------------------* Toronto Telogr nn 5 nnd 6 Feb; cTournal 9 6 Feb; Globe and Mail 
7 Feb; Gazette-;-:-i_ 7 Feb ; and The Financial Post• 22 Feb 41!9 .. . 
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·worked out in agrocnont with British a.uthoritios. Mr. Hanson, 
roforring to tho four-nonth training plan, asked: 

Why, then, has tho govornnont not had tho courage 
to go tho whole way ruld rota.in tho absolute right 
to utilize tho services of those non for the defence 
of Canada over there, after giving then four nonthst 
training and spending tho hugo suns of nonoy that 
ho.vo b oon spent on their nilitary e ducation? 

(Debates, 1941, vol XI, p. 1558} 

Tho Gazette of 1.5 Mb.r torn od these words 11gunrded language" ndvo­
ca.ting conscription for overseas. Before tho War Ji.:ppropriation 
wns finally approved on 2.5 Mar, tho Minister was subjected to a 
bc..rra.go of criticisn fron tho Conservatives, who continued their 
nttack when o. supplcn cntary bill was introduced the following day" 
Rnising tho question of the position of the Canadian Arny overseas 
with reference to the British J-;rny, Mr. Grote Stirling (Yale) 
asked pointedly, 11Is tho decision with regard to whore tho 
Co.nndio.n forces nay bo ·usod entirely at the discretion of this 
Governn ont? 11 (Ibid, P• 2004). Col Ralston replied by reading 
o.nd explaining passages fron tho Canadian Order-in-Council of 3 
1~pr 40 whereby Canadio.n forces wore serving together with British 
forces and under certain conditions wore or could be detailed to 
act in conbination. In answer to queries, he stated definitely 
that 11 the d ocision as to the onploynont of troops out side tho 
Uni tod Kingdon is a Eatter for the Canadian Gov ernnent ", also thai 
its approval had been given with regard to Norway and France in 
1940 and ·would be required for North ern Ireland or Iceland (ibid, 
Po 2049). ----

56. That nonth thoro wore mny runours that Canadians 
had acconpo.niod British troops sent to bolster tho defences of 
Grooco (Globe and Mr..il, 19 Mar, and Citizen, 2 hPr 41). Ottawa 
declined to COI1DGnt on thOS0 or to o3""nfirn a report by the 
J..ssociatod Press fron Spain that Canadian troops wore expected 
to arrive in Gibraltar about tho niddl b of March on route 
possibly to Libya (Gazette, 15 Mar 41). Tho first official denial 
of those runours that Cananians wore going to tho Near East was 
inpliod in Col Ralston vs st o.tonon t to tho Rous o on l P.:pr that 
thoy had bo on sent only to Gibraltar. 

57. 1. nenentous change in tho situation abroad occurred, 
however, when on 6 Apr tho Ger nan J..rny a ttacked both Yugoslavia 
and Greece. Forosoe j_ng th at this onslaught nn.rko d "tho opening 
in onrnost of t h o 194-1 canpa ign", Mr. King predicted that the 
Balkan c ni.'J.po.i gn nay we ll b o tho pro ludo to a groat battle for -
tho ·whole Moditorro.ne an bnsin" (Dobo.t es, 1941, vol III, pp 2196-
97}. I'ire Hanson at once a.skod nwhothor any considera tion has 
b oon gi: ven to Cana di a.n participation in tho ba ttlc in th e near 
ea.st?" l' but tho Prine Minister replied tha t "tho disposition of 
troops is a IJD. ttor which cone pretty nuch exclusively within tho 
purview of the high conrnnd of Groat Brita.in" (ibid). 

- -
58. Events did not go well and expressions of conc ern 
soon a.rose in tho news papers, Torontots Liberal organ writing : 

Reverses in Greece ond North Africa and tho in­
tensified s pring blitzkreig ov er Brita.in have 
boon followed in Ontario by renewed denands for 
conscription for overseas service. Those dono.nds 
are voiced by a s ection of t he press, and no 
doubt reflect public s entinent to at least sone 
substantia l degree. 

(Toronto Star, 21 Apr 41) -
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Tho oditorio.l wont on to observe tho.t tho prosonco of Australian 
nnd Now zoalnnd troops in JJ'rica and Grooco had givon rise to 
spoculo.tion 11whothor Cano.da should h nvo a groo.tor force . ovorsoas, 
serving in Groat Brito.in if thoy o.ro noodod there, or in other · 
po.rts of the world if they can so be of uso to Bri taints co.us o". 
It notod that Canad o. Ys progrru~~o was said to bo nooting BritainVs 
roq_uirononts uto tho lo ttor 11 , but added: 

If, ho'Novor, as o. rosul t of devolopnon ts, Brito.in 
a.t a lo.tor do.to noods noro non fron Co;nadn thnn 
those Cano.do. has now o.rro.ngod to sond~ public 
opinion will justify tho securing and d.i spat ch of 
those ad.di tionc.l troops. Tho nothod of securing 
thon, if thoy o.ro not secured by voluntary onlist­
nont, will thon becono nn issue. 

(Ibid) -
T!:1.o Glob o and :Mail on 22 L.pr voi cod o. dofini to dernnd for nore 
recruits oii~uch lo.r gor striking farco thrui at present con­
tonplo.tod 11 • Col Ro.ls ton re plied by announcing on 26 Apr that 
thoro was still no n ood for c@nscription for service overseas 
but th nt tho trainees conploting their four-n9nths period would 
bo retained. for service in Canada~ Ji.t tho sar10 tine ho denied a 
published report tho.t Cano.do. ho.d asked for United States troops 
to bo sent hero to allow Cano.dio..ns to proceed ovorsoas. (New · 
York Tinos, 27 Apr 4l)o The following day tho first roprosonta­
tive group of tho Canadian Jttnourod Corps roached England. 

· .59 6 Innedio.toly Po.rlianont reassonbled on 28 Apr, 
Mr. Hanson cho.rgod that tho canpnign for recruits had ~ailed. 
This Col Ralston vigorously denied, o.t tho sane tine announcing 
thn t th oro would b o a. throe-non ths · dri vo with nssi stanc o to be 
sought fron corrr.tl ttoos of ci tizons. During the do bat o on the 
budget~ howoverr Dr @ H.,A. Bruco no.de a. direct denand on 12 :Mb.y 
for 11 soloctivo conpulsory onlistnontn for service 11whorovor tho 
n ood is urgent" (Debates,, l9l\.l, Po 2729). Tho Minister of National 
Defonce at once intorv'onod ·co say th at this wo.s a distinct blow 
against tho call he hc.d forno.lly issued just tho day bofor o for 
32,000 voluntoors~ Several spoakors j oined in before tho nain 
t opic was rosunod.. 

60. The newspapers gavo generous support to the drive, 
and tho iunistor ronainod optinistic rogo.rding its success. 
Speaking for .Liberals of tho Pncific coast, however, Tho Vancouver 
Sun of 12 Jun benoanod the fa.ct that British Colunbia, tho prov- . 
iiico whoro thor o was tho widest dor.lD.Ild for conscription, was the 
worst failuroo It wo.rnod, 11Thus, by relying on tho ultimto 
effect of conscription, v10 aro probably do.no.ging tho voluntary 
recruiting canpaign 11 o Tho.t so.no day .Major Cockoro.n charged in 
tho Houso that thoro wo.s unsa.tisfactory training, hoadq_uarters. 
inefficiency, ond a le.ck of cssontio.l oquipnent for forces in 
Cn:na.dac Col Ralston c.nd tho Prine Minister replied that tho 
struggle centred on Britain o.nd CanQdo. wo.s every nonth sending 
hor noro dofondors., Tho lattor addod, nwo ho.vo no.do known to o.11 
tho world that our f<Fcos ovorsoas o..ro roo.dy to g o, ond that we 
o.ro equally roo.dy to ho.vo then go ·whorovor their services no.y 
count for nost" (Dobatos 1941, :P• 3932). General satisfaction 
with this, was exprossod ~Y Montreal's Conservative daily in an 
oditorio.l ontitlod 11To Fight Whorovor Noodod", which contended 
tha.t nit ho.s boon noro or loss a secret up till now, L'..nd tho in­
action of these troops has boon a so urco of public worry". To 
this po.per it was now perfectly clour that no "constitutional or 
st.o.tuto:ry ir.1podinont s stood in tho way of tho British High 
CorlIJE'.nd in tho event of o. desire to use this force in sono other 
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theatre of war"o Moreover, it could now be taken for granted 
tha'c, when all four divisions had been as~embl ed and sufficien ~l~ 
ti~ained in England, all four would be available "wherever service 
may be needed for the safety of the Empire 11 (Gazette, 14 Jun 41). 
Another Conservative paper, The Daily Colonist (Victoria) of 20 
Jun, complained that the Government seemed to have no definite 
plans for the 4th Division, which had been organized for over a 
JI-oar as the result of ttthe pr es sure of public opinion because of 
tho gravity of affairs in Europe 11 ., 

6lo T'.ae pr evious ronth the C.G.S. had written to the 
Corps Commander in England that equipment continued -to be the 
limiting factor with regard to th e size of the Army. Mentioning 
Brons , rifles, tanks and guns, he said: 

I am constantly being pressed to mobilize 
further divisions but so far have succeeded 
in holding our Army exponsion progrnmme in 
some balonce with tho prospect of receiving 
equipment on which they cun train and with 
which they can subsequently fight. 

{CC7/Crerar/6: Crernr to McNaughton, 
19 Ma,y 41) 

Continuing, he advised Genern.l lfl:cNnughton that he felt it would 
be ttin tho interests of the Corps, ond indeed of tho country, 
if you can arrange to · secure Cc.nndinn r epr esentation" in some 
of the Commnndo rnidse His argument was as follows: 

Although the public hc:t?o ronlizo t he vi tally 
important role the Canndiun Corps is playing 
in the United Kingdom, there is a not unnatural 
desire to sec the Conndians in the hendlinos 
these days by somo demonstration of their fight-
ing abilities,, 

Whereas the autumn and winter hnd provided airmen with plenty 
of action, giving added impetus to the Commonwealth Air Train­
ing Scheme, for soldiers it was mainly a case of constantly 
guarding ago.inst an attack which nev er came. Even by spring 
1941 the Canndiun public was beginning to show a c ertain im­
patience with this unspectacular role for their Army. 

PPR T IV: THE GROWTH OF PUBLIC DEMAND 
FOR ACTION BY THE CANADIAN .ARMY 

HITLER ATr ACKS RUSSIA 

620 Land wa.rfa.re received renewed emphasis, however, 
v:bon Gormo..ny attn.eked Russin on 2 2 Jun 41. Within a week Col 
Rnlston told tho press tho.t provision would be n:nde for women 
to servo in tho forces ond for tti e r oco.11 of men who had com­
pleted their 30 d ays v training (Montroo.l Star, 2? Jun 41 ). 
Kovortheloss , tho Primo W..nistor on a. spco.king tour of the West· 
emphasized that his Gov ornmont ho.d no intention of adopting con­
s:Jription for ovorseo.s, basing his stand directly on the issue 
or no.tional unityo Tho Toronto Star of 28 Jun pointed out .the 
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danger to tho recruiting drive fron vc.rious nowspo.pers aligning 
thonselvos for or ago.inst conscription, although its own editorial 
included tho sentence "Tho Sto..r believes that conscription is tho 
fairest wo.y of ro.ising non foTovorseas service"• Premier Godbout 
of Q,uebec wo.s insiston t tho.t conscription would smash no.tional 
unity (Montreo.l Sto.r: 21 Jul 4l}o On the other hand, tho Cano..dinn 
Corps Association o.t o.. r:Doting of 2000 in Toronto pressed for de­
cisive action, its president (Lt-Col c.E. Reynolds) openly 
accusing tho Prine Minister of socking b oforo tho wo.r o..n assurance 
fron 1itr. Neville Chanberlo.in that no Conndian expeditionary force 
was expoctGd. by Brito.in (Ottawa Citizen, 30 Jul 41). In view of 
tho many charges ond countor-chnrgos o.t n very critico.l stage of 
tho war, tho Minis tor of Nntiona.l Do fence was happy to b o able to 
announce early in July th a t tho recruiting campaign had netted 
107 per cont of its objoctiveo 

63. Tho Arny policy was b oing sub je ctod to severe .attack 
at tbi s tine in a series of. highly inflc.nrmtory articles published 
by tho Globe and Mcll beginning 21 Jun 41 under tho ti tlo "Wc.x 
Problons Affecting Ccno.do. 11 0

2 Bo.sod upon tho thorao that Cono.daYs· 
nilitary nothods wore woefully outnodod, they called for o.bandon­
nent of plo.ns to tro.in largo bodies of inf entry o.nd heavy field 
o.rtillory and far concentr a tion upon light, con.pact raochanizod 
uni ts to b o trained by roalisti c mss -rno.noouvr cs in Conod a. Over 
o. period of two nonths beginning 21 Jun, there wore in all 18 
o.rticlos so.id to hc..vo boon prepar ed "with aid · of consultations 
with recognized students of nilito.ry scionco 11 • Identifying Lt-Col 
George Drow (then Loo.dor of tho Conservative ·opposition in Onta rio) 
as their author, General Crorar wrote to ·Gonero.l McNaughton of his 
difficulties froL1 this oxtorno.l pressure. 

In recent weeks, no.inly for political reasons, and 
inspired to sono extent b y speeches o.nd articles of 
corto.in people who should,, 01~ do, know better, there 
has developed o. dogroo of public i npo.tionco with the 
U.nspecta culo..r, but nos t nocossary, o.cti vi tics of our 
Bnsic, Advanced, Tro.dos cm.d Officers Trnining Contras, 
and of ny insistence on ~horough section, plo.toon 
and Conpany, etc training b oing c o.rriod out b of oro tho 
noro spe cta.culo.r unit and fornation ta.ctico.l exorcises 
arc undortakonll Thero have been suggestions that Train­
ing Centres arc ineffec tive ond unnecessary ••• 

((H.S o} CC7/Crera.r/6: ·crornr to 
McNc.ughton, 26 JUn 41. Soc al so 
Crerar to tho Minister, 27 Jun, 
o.nd dictated notes by- Crorar on 
o.rticlos of 1.5 m d 16 Jul 41) 

Tho Corps Cornr..ndor replied with a co.blo (intended for publication) 
enphnsizing tho i nporto.nco of indi vidua.l training to tho so ldi.er 
e.nd tho vo.luo of 11 schools 11 , c. lso stressing tho co-operation 
existing botwoon Corps H.Q. end N.D~H~Q. (ibid: Tol GS 1410, 
McNa.ughton to Crorar, 18 Jul 4-1)., In oxpr'OSSing his appreciation, 
Gonera.l Crorn.r wroto: 

As you, of c ourse: realize tho Canadian PJ:rzy- is noro 
vulnerable t o politicnl o.ttack than tho other two 
Services for tho sinp'lo rea son that owing to factors 
which none of us can cont rol tho Oan m ian Corps has 
boon tied o.mvn to a. pa.ssi vo dofonsi vo role in the 

* (H.S.) 000.5(Dl) contains o.rticlos 1 1 2,3,4,5,l0,11 112,15,16, 
17 and 18 of this series. 
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United Kingdon ruid ho.s thus boon una.blo to 
satisfy tho public in its donr~d for son­
so.tiono.l o.ction. 

(Ibid: Crornr to McNc.ughton , 11 Aug 41) 

Moruiwhilo, tho Financial Post of 2 J.,ug endorsed those nrticles 
in renewing it .s donnn C::. for Genera l McNnughton to tc.kc cho.rgc 
c t hone while the Ednonton Journal joined in tho criticisQ of 
o.rny tro.ining.!il 

64. In tho f o.co of tho so attacks, tho nrri vo.l ovor-
soa.s on 2 Jul of tho ls t Cono.dio.n iJ:DY To.nk Brigo.do, o.. forrmtion 
unhoo.rd of six non ths before ond then not oven in tho i"iXDY pro­
grn.ono, wo.s hailed by tho Defon ce Dopa.rtnont o.s a 11 spoctacular 
o.chiovonont 11 (Citizen, 3 Jul 41). When o. mnth later units of­
the 3rd Division began t o o.rrivo o.lso, Tho Tines (London) of 6 
J .. ug noted. that in his spooch of wolc ono Gonorc..l McNaughton 11 sai d 
that tho tine wc..s drawing near when tho Cnno.dio.n forces now 
o.ssonblod in Groat Brito.in would be usefully onployed, and he 
onphnsizod tho word vusofullyi 11 • Indicating tha..t hone defence 
wo..s not b oing no gloctod, Col-Ralston that wook announced that 
throe brigade groups of tho 6th Division would be nobilized for 
active service and trained with tho 4th Division. Ho ad~od that 
"a.11 necessary dofonco proca.utions 11 wore boing to.ken on Cano.da.'s 
Po.cific Coo.st 11boca.uso of tho situo.tion in tho Orient". (Montreal 
Stnr, 8 J .. ug 41). Proclnining this o.s encouraging nows, tho 
Ga'ZO'tto of 9 Aug wrote, "Fo.cing both wo.ys, Con~do. needs all the 
strength sho co.n nustor". Tho series of o.rti clos on 11Wn.r Problons 
J.ffoc ting Canada 11 concluci.od on 16 1,.ug with tho stn ton.en t that 
no.ny obstacles had boon ronovod. 

6.5. i.J.l sections of the pros s c.pprovod tho action of 
Prine Minister King in flying to England la.to in J~ugust 1941, just 
nftor Mr . Churchill nnd President Ro osovolt hnd hold thoir 
J .. tlc..ntic conforonco. With tho RussiC'.lls then being pushed back 
in the Ukraine, thoro wore 118.Ily reports of c.. British invasion of 
tho continent. It wns genera lly believed this 1M:>Uld cone a.bout 
tho following yo o.r, with tho Co.no.dio.n troops pla.ying o. pc.rt, 
o.lthough n owspo.pors such us tho Otto.wn Journal of 21 1 .. ug queried 
whothor tho existing voluntary syston would provide o.doquato 
forces trained ~nd roo.cy o.s reinf orcononts. Tho United Statos 
ho..d tho.t sunnor c..idod in ga.rrisoning Icolo.nd, yot for tho 
Co.nndio.n J:rny thoro soonod to bo no objective other tho.n build­
ing up tho Corps in Brito.in for o.n indefinite task o.t an un­
known date . 

66. Such conditions undoubtedly wore l nrgely rospon-
sibl0 for t h e wide proninonco gi von to tho incident at the 
1J.c1ershot Sports Moot of 23 i ... ug. Tho Cana.dio.n Pross despatch 
by R.K. Carnegie describing tho interruptions which occurred 
there said ttnixod choors ood boos" greeted Prim Minister King 
nnd off orod this coIJnon t: 

Sono of tho boos seono d to ho.vo bocm tho Ccn o.dinn 
troops? wc.y of in.G.ic ating thc.t th oy arc o. bit wec:ry 
of vwo.tchful waiting' in Brito.in end over-o.nxious 
to get into the field of battle. 

(Gazette, 25 Aug 41) 

. n Tho lo.ttorY s editorio.l was roprintoct by the Ottawa. Citizen, 
2 1 .. ug 41. 
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Tho point , was dri von further hone by tho following ac?ount of 
tho reaction to Mr. King's words when ho spoke of ·taking back 
to Ccno.da his inprossion . of tho spirit of tho nen • 

. : Those rcna.rks wore tho signal for a. sharp outburst 
of boos, mi.d 1-tr. King countered after a nonontts 
hesitation wi. th: _•I gather fron the applause that 
nnny of you aro inpa tient and would rather be en- · 
gaged in nore active operations than you arc today'• 

Tho response to this w a.s unnistc.konblo. Thero were 
loud cheers, whistling and appl~use, cmd tho PriO) 
Minister shouted into the r.rl.crophono: •That is the 
spirit to which I was referring'• 

(Ibid) -
It :was also said that a "warn rec eption" had been planned by 
sono soldiers, who argued that the Canadians should have been 
g:i;'von a place alongside the Australians in the Eastern canpaign 
and that conscription for overseas should bo introduced. 

6?. No rJ.ontion of o.ny unploasantrios was nade in the 
English papers except the Evening Standard of 25 Aug, which 
'co..rriod a Montreal despatch stressing that tho booing was a 

·"lark but pointing out that ''What my be int erpretcd as a gesture 
": of disrespect is probably a sign tha.t the non arc weary of in-

.:. ucti vi ty because sone of then have now been over seas for al.Dost 
" two years without s acing any action". TWo dcys lo.tor The Daily 

Telegraph reported that in Canberra a Labour nenbor, Mr. Concio.n, 
hc..d o.skOd tho J-..ustralio.n J~rny Minister why Canadian troops were 
not enployod in tho Middle East, adding "Our troops arc al woys 
in a.c ti on". 

68·. Mr. Kingt s subsequent addresses to tho troops on 
26 Aug wore reported by the Globe and !',!oil of 28 Aug to have 
11 offectivoly disposed" of runours that th o CMo.dinn Governnent · 
had refused consent for its ixny t o fi eht in tho Mediterranean. 
Publicity was given through Tho Tine s (London) of 27 Aug to 
Mr. Churchill's assurance to Mr. Ki n g t hat Cano.dia.ns had been 
kept deliberately in tho United Kincd.on bocc.uso the British 
Govornnont regarded it ns the citadel Cf liberty. This was re­
onphasizod by Mr. Churchill's lunchuon speech a.t tho Mansion 
House on 4 Sep when, in expressing h 00..rtf0lt synpa.thy with tho 
Canadian Corps for having to renain ns g u c.r diD.Ils of Britain, he 
prnised tho part it had played as "second to none"• 

69. Public attention was directed back to the J:..ldorshot 
incident by a speech in tho Cann.di an House of Cannons oh 11 Nov 
41 when Mr. J.F. Pouliot reraa.rked that 11the young foolsii tha.t 
made sone noise when tho Prill3 Minister visited then ignored the 
fact that if they were still alive, if they had not been killed 
in the Dunkirk rotront, it wns b ecuuso of tho very wise and 
patriotic recormendation 11 · of Prine Minister King to General 
McNaughton (Debates, 1241-42, vol IV, p. 4133). On later denying 
the inplicn.tions Of this staterent, Mr. King said that it was 
General McNaughton who had given the assurance that lives would 
not be needles sly wasted and for that reason ho.d not taken his 
non across to Dunkirk in 1940. With regard to the Aldershot 
dononstration, tile Prine :Mi.nister went on to explain that even 
before he reo.chod Englruid there was being spread anong the Can­
adian troops a runour that ho was responsible for keeping then 

Ji Mr. Pouliot later oxplninod that ho neo.nt "fool" as tho 
translation of 11 gru:J.i.n", a French v.ord he clninod noant a 
noisy person (M:>ntreal ~' 12 Nov 41) 
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in Britain. Mr. King felt thnt 1'tri. Churchill had offoctivoly 
o.nsworod tha.t runour cmd tha.t ho hinsolf ho..d ronovod tho in­
prossi on thnt his Govornnont ha.d pl~cod restrictions upon the 
novonont of Cono..dii:ms fron Britaino In conclusion, ho ·rebuked 
tho Can~di~n Pross for sending out tho story when tho British 
nowspnpors ~nd other nows services did not f eel it necessary 
to do so. (Ibid, p. 4430). The Ik'"'..Ila.genant of tho Canadian Pross 
replied withnstatonent asserting it was satisfied that its 
report of tho occurrence wo.s accurate and fair, ond tho nnttor 
rested there. 

70. Tho whole incident had a significant po.rt in tho 
risinG public pressure of 1941 socking action by tho Canadian 
troops ovorsoo.s t o aid Russia end tho occupied countries of 
Europe or tho British iXIJY in J.frica by participation in sono 
offensive blow. This pressure was answered by a brief venture 
unclcrto.kon with tho Royal Na.vy and a definite assurance th .... t 
full-scale action would eventually result. 

SPITSBERG EN .. i"ND TIIE 11D.ll,.GGER 11 STATEMENT 

71. In Soptonbor 1941 nows of tho raid on Spitsborgen 
co.used. o.nong tho press in Can '1..do. o. certain 11snncking of tho lips", 
noderc.tod soncwhc.t by roflD ctions that once o.gain Co.nndians had 
boon denied a cha.nee to do actual fighting. Tho Montreal Stor 
of 8 Sop spoke of "their nppoti tos whottoG. by this advon tur"'"Q'lT'; 
while tho Glob o end Mail on 10 Sop wrote tho.t : it ffno.y well bo the 
curto.in-ra.i'sor to a noro onbitious o.dvonturo 11 , Tho latter 
spocul~tod that Ccn ~dio.ns woulQ certainly be included if a 
British oxpodi tion'."'..I'y for co wore son t to Potsc.no or ~mr:1ansk to 
establish with tho Russians there o. northern front to draw off 
tho Gorrn:ms fron Moscow or tho oil fields of tho Cauca.sus. On 
tho other hand, tho Toronto Tole~ran of 11 Sop se.id: "The boys 
o.ro back in Brita.in, for which t oir friends will be gla.d, for 
while nono would grudge then 2.. little a.ction o.ftor their two 
yon.rs of todiun, none would wish then o. lengthy oxilo on tho 
lonely is lands near the Pole 11 • 

72. Shortly afterwards, ~ gr~up of correspondents 
rocoi vod f ron Geno ro.l McNo.ughton o. si gnificant decla.ro.tion re­
garding tho role of tho CanD..dian Corps*. Without ruling out 
tho possibility of on invasion of Brita.in, ho so.id to then: 

Thero will ha.ve to bo an inve.sion of tho Continent. 
I dontt think you can b ring a proud ond well-organized 
no.tion to h er knees with r..rl.ssilos alone. The Cano.di an 
Corps is a dagger pointed o.t tho heart of Borlin -
na.ko no nis take about this ••• 

(~_o and M:til, 29 Sep 41) 

Stressing 11fundanonta.l trcining in Cano.da 11 before troops wore 
sent ovorsea.s, ho rennrko d tha.t "Tho possibility of for.IJ.ing an 
lll'IJY of two corps Cilll.not be considered until it is known pre­
ci~ely how n...wy n on nro nvc.ilablo 11 (~.~U. 

73. Throughout C8llada tho phraso rra dagger pointed at . 
tho hoo.rt of Borlin" was echoed by tho press in editorials socking 
to spur on tho country to grouter effort. Ono Wostorn Ontario 
newspaper wrot o: 

* The po.ro.gro.ph and the s ucceeding two are busod upon clippings 
cont ainod in Gone ral McNo.ugh ton's file P J~ 3-7, now in 
possession of tho Historical Section. 
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••• it is obvious tho Russo-{}ornnn wa:r has con­
plotoly chc..ngod our plnns. Boforo tha.t conflict 
broke out t horo was no si Gn of nn opportunity of 
2.ttncking Gornnny f ron tho wost. Thnt opportunity 
ho.s now cone in tho opinion of tho so on tho scone. 
Conndinn troop s .will truce their place in nny such 
inv~sion schono. Present indicntions ere tho.t 
this hour nnd action will not be l ong col o.yod . 

(Tho Froo Press (London, Ont) 
27 Sop 41) 

This pnp or nlong with Tho Cono.dinn Observer (Sarnia) of 27 Sop 
ovon s uggested that united States troops night o.ugnont tho 
British nnd Cc..riadinns in tho dri vo. 

74. On a visit to Brit~in a t this tine, Lt-Col George 
Drow in a B.B.C. broo.doast tho sane day that Gonoral McNaughton 
intorviowod tho press doclnrod that tho shock troops for in­
vasion should bo tro.inod in Cano.do. (Tho St. Cathorinos Stc.ndo.rd, 
27 Sop 41). In tho flood of oditorio.ls linking tho two pro­
nouncononts, Tho Kingston Whi g-Stond ard of 29 Sop suggested 
"it would b o something of a l a nd counterpart of tho Cornonvrnalth 
Jj_r Trcining Scheno". Noting tho.t 11no su ggestion. has boon mdc 
in this country that o. second corps b o recruit odi1 , tho Globe ond 
Ma.il also of 29 Sep asked , 11How soon will it bo known whether or 
not non nro o.vni lable for c.. s e cond corps if this further strGngth 
proves nocossary?" Tho Winnipeg F~ee Pross roquosted o. surTey 
in view of "d onnnc. s for a lc.rger a.royff anc1 cnlled for 11our best 
support, vd th c..bunG.onc o of necessary oquipnon t rmc':. with r e in­
forconon ts for th o present, or D. l o.rgor, corps"• Tho Toronto 
Star wrote: "Thero is nuch t o be sc..id for bringing troops to o. 
Iiigii sta.to of efficiency in Can ado. al thoue;h thore arc finishing 
t ouches which .rrus t o..wni t th oi r a rri vc..l in Brit a.in" ; it th on wont 
on to oncouro.go "n. rolonse of nan-power fron tho non-essential 
services to tho wo.r-na.chino -procucing or fighting services". 

?5. Gonero.l McNnughton h ad described Brito.in as well 
situnt ed strntogic a lly for an offensive c.long tho European 
constlino fron Gibrnltnr to SpitsborGon , but several aiitors 
spoculn..tod tho.t othor routes night bo chosen with rnn and 
n c..torinls fron Ca.nad~ ond tho United States boing sent westward 
ns well a.s D.cross tho J..tlantic. Thoro wore mny predictions ot 
cruci al bnttlos in ·tho B:odi torra.noan Cll'Oc.. ond po.rticularly in 
t ho Mic1c1lo En st, with frequon t ncn ti on of a possible thrust · o.t 
Itnly or through the Cuuca.si Gn isthnus t o ni d tho Russians~. 
Tho Ottnwo. Journal stood nl nos t nlono at thnt tine in contending 
that "nissiles fron tho air nc.y do nore t han nere ly help win the 
wnr~. Sovornl dnys later, however, The Beacon-Herald (Stratford ) 
of 6 Oct endorsed its editorio.l cnlling for sovero bonbing as a 
prelude to, c.ril o.c conpnnirwn t of , invasion. The Toronto Telo gro.n 
of 30 Sop noanwhile contented. itself with delivering a sharp ro­
nindor thnt tho d'."'.11.gor of inv c.sion to Britain still r onoinod. 

76. It is int orosting to no to how n nunber of Ontario 
n owspnpors link0d the ronc=trks of General McNaughton and Col Drow 
to c.n unofficia l ( end quite unfounded) story fron occupied France 
via. Now York t elling of e.. raid by Ce.no.dio.n s o l di ers on tho French 
Ohnnnol co ast in which sone 28 Gernan s t aff officers were captured~ 

Je Ednonton Journal, Brantfor c1 Expositor , and · The Ontario In-
t elligencer (Bollovillo ), nll of 29 Sep 41. 

:ii9f I dentical ocli t oria.ls in this regard were cc.rrioct by Snrnia' s 
Crulr..di o.n Ob serv er , Tho G<..n..lt Ropor,tor , · and tho Welland-Port 
Colborno Tribune ; a.11 of 30 Sop , end by tho Woodstock Sen£incl­
Reviow , 2 Oct 41. 
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Tho 11 d o.g eorn t h onc W['.S a.go.in uso d by t ho Glob o and Mnil of 7 Oct 
to stress the ne eG. fo r r..D cho.nizn.tion to provide n highly nobile 
striking force. For a. Co.no.. d ia.n Pross report of snall groups of 
Conadia.n of fie ors b oing soloct od f or cor.mmo.o training, the 
Toronto Star o f 11 Oct usoc1 tho cop tion 11Picked Ca.no.dio.ns Trained 
n.s Invn. s-ion Shock Troop s". Sinilo. rly, o. dosp2. tch by Ross Munro 
tolling of Exorcise i;BUMPBR 11 GPP co.rod in th o Ottawa Citizen of 20 
Oct unc1.o:r' tho hoc.dine 11Big Manoeuvres Hold Training for i!nva sion' "• 

77. Tho size of th o force Oru10.c1a should provide again 
ca.I:ie into question. In co;·:.::-1onting upon t ho recent nrri \Ta.l of 
11 anothor huGo f lotillo. of troo:psl1ips ~1, So.skc.toon ts Libora.l 
Star-Phoenix on 22 Oct spoculo.tod tha.t "possibly before long the 
c"on o.dio.n f orce in Brito.in will provi c~o two corp,s .with General 
McNaughton in cor:mo..nd of nn c.rny 11 • To tho Enpiro Club of Toronto 
Mr .. P.J. Philip, Otto.wo. correspondent of tho Now York Tine s go.ve 
c. warning that Hi tlor night be .J?ropnring to inva.ac Britain' ih the 
spring . with pnrn.chuto nnC .gas c.t t ·e.cks and p orhr'..p s o. Channel 

·tunnol ' for tanks, yot ho .urged .ntt o.ck o. s tho be st defence on.a 
stiggOsted tho bonofi ts or tt t .ron ondol.ls dri yo 11 to nn.ke .. :.trica 
securely ours 11 (Toronto TelogrEiJ:h 23 Oct 41 ). J..lso speaking in 
Toronto; Mr. Hanson on his r e turn fron a visit to Eng lo.nd declared 
tho threat of invc.sion thor.o had not po.ssoc1 mic1 ho oallod for 
"total onlistnont at one o of o.11 o.vaiJ_o.blo no.npowot, whatovor 
systen nay bo required to enlist then " (Ga zette, 29 Oct 41) • 

78. When Po.rliwen t r eass enb l od oo.rly in Novo.ob or, Mr• 
Hunson r of erred t o tho "full r o cognition in Britain tho.t tho wo:r 
cannot be brouc;h t to a d ocisi ve conclusion with out tho invasion 
of eneny torri tory 11 but d ecinr od the.t 11 to o.sk Britain to start a 
co.np o.ign in western Europe to-day is to o.sk the i npos si b le •• • 
It can be attained only by tho cor.Jb inod efforts of Brito.in, the 
Doninions, our gr ea.t ne i ghbour t o tho south 11 • He nado nen tion 
of Co..nado.Vs six divisions, nnot o.11 overseas, o.nd a bore defence 
a.rny conposed of dro.ftod. no nn, c..nd s a i d : 

rvry own vi ew is - ond I an gi vine it only a s ny own 
vi ew - tho.t if tho im o.sion of tho continent is to 
bo successful]s' o.c conplished Cano.et a. nust pro vid o 
nore tho.n six divisions; nust prov~do an e vor­
incroa sinc volune of no.n- powor adequately trained 
ruid o quippcC.. for tho of fens ivc• 

(Deb ates, 1941-42, vol IV, p. 4064) 

Heading o. list of specific questions he put wo.s one a sking for 
"The ultinate objective in nan-power which it is hoped Cana da 
nay contributon (ibid, P• !~069)'. 

7 9. Col Ro.ls ton re pli oc1 t ho. t C eno.d a was d ct ernino d to 
contribute 11 to the utnost of her ability". He stc.tod tha t the 
drive for recruits had proauco d 34 ~000 enlistnents for tho I.rrq 
fron o.bout ,is ,ooo who had ·o.ctuo.lly volunteered , but tho.t the four 
succeeding nonths had soon o. definite f alling off ns 37,000 odd 
had been nsked for nnd only 24 ,000 p lus enlisted . (Ibid , pp 4112-
20) In connenting on t h os e fi gures, the Toronto star-or 7 Nov 
wrote: "We beli e ve that if tho Co.nndian troop s wore-in action 
ond suffering c a sua lties, rnny nore volunteers would flock to 
the colours, their pn triotisn stirred by tho sc.crifi cos being rnade 
by their fellow-Canndi o.ns ". 

Bo. On 6 Nov 41 the so..ne two spoo.ke rs had u brief ex-
cha nge with r ego.rd t o control of the Cnno. dian f or c os overseas 
during which t ho 1viinistor, spon.kine:; off-hand, scid: "If they go 
out of England for service t he Governnent of Can nda would be asked 
to give its cons ont 11 (Debates, 1941-1i 2, p. 4133). This drew 
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criticisn at once fron Mr. Church, who pointed out that "sooner 
or la tor thoro nu st bo on other Peninsular wo:r on tho co ntinent" 
nnd conplnined tha t Callo.cla had not boon represented as New 
Zcriland and f.1.ustrali a had been in J;frica, Groeco, Syria and other 
countri es (ibid, p. 4175). Dr. Bruce thoroupon sounded a 
dofini to caTif'or 11 conpulsory selective s ervico 11 , supporting his 
dernnd with quotations fron proninont Ronan Catholic and Protest­
ant clergy. The cry was taken up on 10 end 11 Nov by nunorous 
Opposi tion nenberso 

81. On 12 Nov 41 Sane.tor ii.rthur Moie;hen accepted the 
l oo.dorship of tho Conservative po.rty ond at once doclo.rod far 
11 conpulsory soloctivo service ovor tho whole fj_old of war" 
(Ottawa Citizen, 13 Nov 41). That very afternoon tho Prine 
W.d.nistor told. tho Hous o that his Govornnont stood by the policy 
of conpulsory service for hone defonco, but that "without ,any 
consultation of the people on that subject, I do not intend to 
take the responsibility of supporting nny policy of conscription 
for service ovorseo.s 11 (Debates 19L1rl-42, p. 4321}. Th0 diver­
gence botwoon tho two najor pofitical pa rties on this issue stood 
clearly defined when Mr. P.F. Casgr ain (Secretary of State) 
naintainod that tho groat najority of tho people of Cunnda and 
of Quebec did not want conscription for overseas while Mr. W .E. 
Rowe (Dufforin-Sincoo} uphold that it was necessary. 

82. Without relating in c1otn.il how tho controversy 
over oonscription grow in intensity during the Parlianontary 
recess of 1941-42, nontion nust be nade of certain influencing 
factors. A severe loss was suffered in the death on 26 Nov of 
Justice Minister Ernest Lapointe, who had vigorously chanpioned 
~ full war policy short of conscription for overseas. Two French­
Canudian District Officers Corrr1anding , Brigadiers E. doB. Panet 
of r..11.D. 4 and Georges Vanier of M.D. 5, both stressed the need 
for recruits in outspoken addresses which received wide publicity. 
Tho Toronto Star of 28 Nov carried a report indic~ting that up 
to 30,000 wo~woulQ be r ecruited to roloaso nen for overseas. 
After a survey of Cana.daV s wa:r effort, Ur . Joseph Driscoll in 
tho Now York Herald-Tribune of 5 Dec wr ote that general opinion 
soonoo to be that tho CnnaCl'ian oxpeditionnry force at this stage 
did not possess "tho nocossary reserves to ca:rry on nn all-out 
drive to Berlin". 

83. Meanwhile, the .5th Cc.rio.dian .1'.rnoured Division 
arrived in Britain in Novenbor 1941., Tho snne day the news was 
releo.sed, tho surprise announconont was mde that Maj-Gen Crerar 
would conr:nnd tho 2nd Canadian Division with Maj-Gen K. Stuart 
beconing Chief of tho General Staff e Lt once an article in 
Toronto•s Lib er al organ prophesied that CanGda night soon have 
a full-fledced arny ovorsoo.s of six divisions forning two corps, 
with General McNo.ugh ton a.s Lrny Cornl:l.nd er and Gonora.l Crerar 
conrm.nding the 1st Canadian Corps (H.R. J.rnstrong in tho Toronto 
Star, 27 Nov 41) e Tho Montreal Star of 27 Nov speculated that 
to achieve this tho 4th Division nig'h.t be sent overseas, or 
another division night be far nod fron reinforconcnts already 
there, or another Enpiro division night bo added. It was 
generally oxpected, ·however, that the first overseas would be the 
first to sec action. 

HONG KONG 

84e Earlier in this report brief nention has boon nade 
of the fears created when Jipan md Gernany were seen to bo draw­
ing closer together in 1940 • There was obvious public concern 

* Seo para.graph 49 above. 
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not only over tho defensive arrE'.Ilgononts on tho Pacific Coast 
but with regard to tho loyalty of Asiatics residing there. These 
factors considerably influenced the Canadian Govornnont in re­
taining as nuch as possible of tho 2nd Division in Canada that 
sur:nor (H.Q,.S. 20-1-27: External J..ffairs to High Cor.::ir.1issionor, 
11 Jul 40). 

85e Tho following winter anti-Japanoso feelings, which 
had for rnny years boon provalont in British Colunbia, rose to 
such a pitch that t he Federal Govcrnnont appointed a coonittee of 
investiGationo This Sparline CoDDittoe reconnon dod re-registration 
of Japanese in that province, also that they should not be called 
up for nilitary sorvico (not a unru:linous decision) end that an 
appeal shoul~ bo r:ndo to citizens ond tho press to dininish tho 
ill-fooling . Those suggestions were put into effect by another 
coru:littee headed by Mayor F.J. Huno of Now Westninster and tile 
R .c .M.P. conducted tho r ogi stration on a voluntary basis in March 
1941~ Press agitation thoroaftor subsided, although several 
British Colunbia nenbers of Parlianent urced that a fi rn hand be 
shown. 

86.· Uneasiness returned upo n Pr_onior Tojo forning his 
war-like cabinet in October 1941, arrd newspapers across Canada 
huilod Mr. Kingvs announconent on 16 Nov that Can ndian troops 
had arrived at Hong Kong~ L.o.onc no.ny forecasts of inninont 
action was the followinG: 

CanadaVs soldiers have had little active service 
so far, have been straining at the 'lonsh by all 
o..ccounts. The raid on Spitzbergonts coal ninos 
rulQ oil depot was a wolcono diversion for sono. 
The !tong Kong dovolopnont nay be noro nonontous 
than that J:..rctic advonturo~ 

(Gazette, 17 Nov 41) 

87. Japan's shattering attack against Pearl Harbor 
on 7 Doc innodiatoly caused widespread consternation along the 
whole Pacific Co9.st of North J.nerica. .Canada's official 
declaration of wa:r against J apan that d..uy_ procedod by a few hours 
sirlilar action by tho United States and the United Kingdon. 
On 9 Dec Pensions 1unistor Mackenzie announced that the Govern­
nont now considered that tho ontiro Atlantic Coast oouth of 
Labrad~r El!ld tho entire Pncif'ic Coast south of hlaska were subject 
t o t ho risk of onony attacke Tho following day the sinkin5 of 
H.M.S. Prince of Wales and H.M.S. Repulse off Malaya caused 
serious alarn t o be ··re1t in Britisn··.coiunbia.. J..lthough not re­
ported in the press, runours of inadoqua te defences there spread 
ra.pid11.y and before l ong were b oing r epeated in tho eastern cities. 
According to a survey nade since, these runours were not ueroly 
vague and general but no.rJed spo cific nilitary installations, 
described tho equipnent available, onc1 referred to tho inadequacy 
of fire fighting appa.ratus in tho larcer cities (La Violette, 
Professor F.E., ,T,he Canadian Jnpa.nose and World Wru: II, University 
of Toronto Press, ~948, p~ 35 )o Tho Chief of the General Staff 
at once nade a personal inspection of coastal dof encos there and 
declared in Vancouver that they wore "capc.blo of copine; With any 
probable attacks _that wo my havo to faco". Continuine; ho said: 

One of tho objectives of tho encny is to create 
confusion in Canada ond bring about a diversion 
to hone defence Of t~oops that would otherwise 
be sent overseas. Wo nust not for got that this 
war wi 11 b o won ou tsido CMnda and wo nust send 
our nain forces to the place where they wi 11 be 
n0eded nost. 

(Montreal ~' 19 Dec 41) 
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This brought sone non.sure of reassurance to tho general public 
o.nd holporl t o s-li en growing nurnu.rs ngnins t sending further troops 
abroad (Seo the Ga zette and Globe o.nd Mail of 20 Dec 41)~ 

~ ·--- -~ 

88~ By 20 Docenbor nost newspapers wore conceding the 
l oss of Hong Kong and directing criticisn to the lightness of 
t he forces a ssigned t o h o ld it. Tho Windsor Star spoke of CanadaYs 
11 suicide squad 11 in bewailing the fact th at instead of a. token 
force nwo hudn v t a. h~dred tn ousnn cl t .roops :i;oo,.c1Y' to throw into 
the defence of this vit:i.l Enpiro strortghold 1• ·~ · Tho Vancouver Sun 
i~ a sking for conb inod stratoeic planning and unified conr.Ja!ld~ 
d.onandod 11no noro sncrifico eat-risons 11 ~ There was universal 
praise, however , f or t ho courage of tho troop s fighting on against 
odds,, It i s ~npossi blo hero to portray adequately the feeling of 
Canada when nows V16.s received of t ho tra.f.9.c f'a~l of Hong Kong on 
Christnas DQy 1941. One quotation r:ny suffice: 

The bitter cup drunk by Ji..ustralia (1ti.d New 
Zeal and in Gr8oco 8Ild Crete has now• in 
lessor noasuro, b econo that of Canada too ••• .' 
Now, alas , in tho grin phrase of John Bright: 
the Ji.ngol of Death is abroad in tho l and . 
You can clnost hoar tho flutter of his wings. 

(Winnipoe [roe P~oss, 26 Doc 41) 

89,, li..t this tine whon faith in floots and fortresses 
hn.d boon badly shaken, Mr . Churchill did nuch to restore public 
c onfidence by addressing tho Canadian parlianont on 31 Dec 41. 
Saying that 11tho Can:tdian arny new stationed in Englund has 
chafed not to find itself in oontact with tho onony", ho warned 
that invasion night yet cone although their prosonco there night 
doter the onorJYo Af 'i;er n tribute to tho Canad ia.n stand a t Hong 
Kong , ho rofo:r.'rod t o tho L.ir Training Scheno as nano th or najor 
contribution" md o:::iphasizod tho inportanco of battles abr oad 
(Dobatos~941·:1,g_, yol IV~ pp 4478-82). Thero wore nany Canadians 
who had '6ocono convinc ed, novortholess, thnt hone dct'cnce should 
now be placed f oronosto 

PRESSURE FOR INCRELSED HOME DEFENCES, 1942 

90.. I nnca_int oly o.ftor Paarl Harbor, even b of ore Japan' s 
sweepi ng successos on soo.. mid land increased the t ension, letters 
t o the editor appoarod in loading dailies of British Colunbia 
pointine·out tho posni bility of subversive acts by resident 
J apanese . IT'. tho sane po.pars odi t oria.ls urged that the people 
k eep c al n , bu 'G by the end of Do c onbor the agitation had been 
t aken ti_p b y l oc:i.l Monbers of Parliru:iont , Conservative and Liberal 
ilssocia tions , and. nu:!:licipal bodies . Fearing that public donon­
strations and · stre et para.dos rJigb.t p r ovoke inter-ra cia l clashes~ 
t ho G.O .c .-in-Co Po.cific CornJcmd (Maj-Gen R .O. JJ.oxander) · 
pron:ptly inf orr:Dd Ottawa : 

Public fooli n g is boconing very insistent, 
osp~cially in Vancouv er, that local Jnpan­
oso f;hould b o oi thcr interned or r onovod 
fron tho coastl) Letters are boing written 
continua.lly to tho press and I an being 
bonbarded by ind ividuo.ls, both caln o.nd 
hysterical~ denanding that sonethinG be done . 

( (H.S.) H. Q, . 6-0-7: .LUexandor 
t o C.GaS., 30 Doc 41) 
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fin o.rticle by R.H. HaGUO in So.tur~~ Ni1;,ht (Toronto) of 3 Jan 
42 enphasizod. that consic1ero.blo political pressure · ror evacua­
tion was s o inG to bo appli ed fron British Colunbia. 

91. On l LI,. J an 4 2 tho Pr ine Minist er announc od a 
nodor a to policy d osicnod to relieve tho tension, yet not co so 
far as to cause r eprisals by Japan against prisoners tnkcn at 
Hong Kong . It c1 opri vod Japanese na tionals of certain pri vilegC'~' " 

notably that of fishinc , and provi d ed for pnrtio.l evacuation 
unly~ Tho i nncdiato public reaction was ono of approval, but 
c..nxio ty soon r e t urned o-ver tho appn:r ont · inaction of Ottawa 
off i ci o.ls in i nplenon tine t ho pro c.,ranne . Local politicians con.~ 
tinuoct t hoi r a.c it a tion, spurred on now by resolutions fron 
var:i_ous sorvi co clubs, f :rnt orno.l and patriotic societies, ond 
vot e ro.ns or c anizo..tions ., Innodio.toly after Pnrlianent not on 21 
Jo..n nunorous nonbors fron British Colunbio.., a ided by several 
fron Ontario~ d or:nnclod dr a s t ic notion at one o. J .. lthoutsh po lies 
officials anc1 tho Services woro eq_ually confid on t they could e r:.. 
trol internal trouble, public ac;it nti~n increased t o such an 
exton t that on 26 Feb the Pri ne Minis tor announc od there ID uld 
bo cor;ip loto ovacue.tion b y co npulsiono * Econonic int ores ts nay 
h nv o had sone influence, but public opinion with re gard to 
defonco wo.s undoub tedly tho l oad.inc factor ip. bringinr; about t b:i '3 

ova cuo. tion. It wns c..n outs tond inc oxnnplo of ·public pressure 
ovorconing n ilit ary cu:d c ovornnontal policrs'. 

9 2. Tho Can.J.dj_an Loc i on j_n pnrtic ulo.r stressed tho 
n ili tary dm Ger fron the J a.po.nese, nnd spoke of co nsiderable 
uneasiness anonc the poop le of Vancouver o..nd Victoria in far ni:>"J 1 

·­

ask inc that 11 suffici on t oq_uipnant be p l o.ced at tho disposal of 
all l o cal forcos 11 (H. Q, .s. 870tr-l, vol 2: J.c.n. HorwiG to Col 
Ro.lston, 13 Jan 42). Sinultonoously non y ships wore being sunk 
off th e J .. tlantic Coa st md Ho.yor LaGuardia of Now York issued a 
warninc t ho.t ni r r aic.s on coast al tovms wore i nninont. - . 

93. In tho House of Co!J[lons Mr . Hunson on 24 J an 
o.crood that Conndo. t s seaports wer e in crave d anger, yet ho de­
clared tha t her fir st lino of defenc e still ln.y ovorsoas arid h o 
even proposed thnt sho shou lc send o. d ivision to ~ustro.lia. 
11If wo ho.vont>t a division of trained nen in Conad o. 0 , he said, 
nthon send one of our trained d ivi s i ons now in EnGla.nd ond re­
place it with non fr on C ro1 0.do. ~. Tho so no n over there would 
wolcono tho opportunity for active s c rvico. 11 (Debates, 1942, 
vol 1, p. 22). Sev eral French-spoo.kinr, I:Dnbors, however, 
po int ed to th o precarious p osition i r.. which Australia found hr~ 
self o.fter sondinc h0r troops o.broo.dc Ono of tho principal 
speakers cnnpai c;ninc-; on b eh o.l f of tho go v ornnon t C8Ildidate in a 
Q,ueb oc by-election was said. to have useC. these vords: 

There ar e events ho.ppEminc in Jl.ustralia at present 
which nore than ovor would no t only justify Prine 
:Mini s t er Kinc vs non-onforcorDnt of conscription for 
overseas service but which nicht even obli~hin 
to r e ca.11 t roop s now stationed in Encland. 

(~, p. 33.5) 
__________ ...__......_,,._"'"""f * I . - ·-·-·-------------__, 

Althouc h slow or in cathorinc r.lon:mtun, sinilnr deDIDd s in 
California l ed to a Pr e sidontio.l Ordor of 21 Feb reearding 
evacuation of 136,000 n ationals co n:po.r od t o Canada.ts 24,000 ~ 

Soc La Violette , op cit, oho.pt-ors I an<1 II. See al so 
Risto rical S ec tion~fiIO' H& Q. . 6-0-7: Eva cuation of Japanes e?-, 
These words were ro ad to the House b y a Conservative; Tuir . 
N.J.M. Lockhart (Lincoln}, who nt tributod then to Mr. 
Te.s cheroau of Cl,uobo c ~ Tho rof or c nc o ni c;ht have boon to tho 
Austra.lians fi c;htinc in Malaya md po.rticulo.rly to tho so 
besi eged i n Sinca.poro . 
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JJ:J.onG tho nunorous L~nbors donmding increased dofoncos on tho 
Paci.fie Coo.st, Mr. R.W. Mayhew (a govornnont nonbor) on 9 Fob 
oxprossod oonsid oro.ble conc ern over tho prot oction of what ho 
termed "vito.l spots". J...lthouch adni tting thc..t defences had boen 
i nprovod and f oo linG that there was not nuch dange r of citiQ& 
boinG borJbod , ho saic, in pc.rt: 

We have o. lit tlo ti ne to spare . I ur ge the ninister 
ancl. tho c,ovarnn:mt to no.kc uso of that tine to the 
utnost of their abi lity and to soc tho.t tho west 
coast of British Colunbi o. is supplied with everything 
with which it is possible to sup1)ly it - with guns 
o.nd t nnks , enc. not with o. co npnny of non , but with 
divisions of non . 

Tho ninistor saic1 ho would he.vo then rGady to nove. 
I shoulcl like to soo then novo o.t 102.st wost of the 
Great Divide whore wo know we can eot th on when m 
want then . 

(Ibid, P• '~3.5) -
This sort of pressure fron its own supporters in Parlianont was 
sow thinG which tho Gov c rnnon t could not ovo rlook. ·No doubt 
still stroneor pro ssuro was b cine exerted privately. 

94 . Previously on 26 Jan tho Prim Minister had wornod 
o.(;ainst too c roo.t an onphasis on hone defence. J..ftor declaring 
tho.t 11nore inpor tnnt toc.ay than tho size of an o.rny is its 
strikinG forco 11 , ho referred to tho Jj_r TraininG ?lm as "tho 
crco.test and nost vital of all Co.nadian nilito.ry coru..rl.tnonts in 
this wo.r" (ibic1 , pp 33-34). Col Ralston on 10 Fob nado a 
sir.rilar ratlrenca bofor o proc oodinc to outline tho arny progranno 
for 1942, which required a further 90,000 to 100 1 000 onlist­
nonts and tho sendinc overseas of tho 4th Division o.s an o.rnourod 
division. Ho roaffiIDod his preference for tho voluntary 
systen but suggested that if it failed h e would fool it his duty 
11to advocate tho o.dop tion of the other ne thod "• (Ibid , P• 4.51). 
This provoked lively newspaper discussion and po.rl'iill10nto.ry de­
bate on tho issue of conscription for o verseas. 

95. When SinGaporo fell on 15 Feb , 11.rr. H.C. Green led 
an innecliato donOn.d in Po.rliru:J.ont f or a s e cret session on 
no.tion o.l defence. After roferrinG t o a resolution passed 
unanir1ously by the British ColW1bin. 10 cislo.ture urginG stroneor 
P o.cif ic def on cos, Mr'. L . Vv . Noi 11 ( Conox-JJ.b E:lrni.) road the follow­
ine quotation fron tho Vancouver ~: 

Cano.do. obvi ously has not rndo its p lan of defence 
on tho assunption of any r oo.l attack on the Pacific 
coast ••• Tho.tis tho plan which nust be reconsidered ••• 
we do expect a woll-oquippo d, nobilo striking unit 
which could pounco upon any Jnpanoso landing attenpt 
fron Alaska southwa.rds . No such forco · oxists on our 
coast. No such force exis ts in Canada. 

(Ibid, pp 717-18) -
Tho Prino 1nnistor lo.tor nGrcod to a secret sitting which Was 
hold on 24 Fob. 

96. On 23 Fob n. Jo.po.nose subr10.rino fired sono 2.5 shells 
ut oil installations near Santa Barbaro., California. .All tho 
sholls but one foll harnloSsly on tho shore and that one did only 
slieht do.IlClgo t o ~ derrick. Tho shelling lasted 20 rrinutos or 
nore, and the audacity of the attack was nost alo.rrring• 
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97. 1~s part of the o.c;i tation for gr ea tor protection, 
sections of tho press called loudly for an inspection of coastal 
defences by Genera l McNaught on , who then was visitine 1.norica. 
In his Wo.shini.:;ton press in terviow:i, however, ho w exno d ?-gainst 
sporo.dic attacks on tho wst coo.st Cl.ro..winc cmay attention fron 
noro inportant ob j e ctives. J..lthoUGh ar,rooins thnt tho oneLJY 
ni cjlt nt lo o.st attonpt to strike at tho ::?anana Con o..l or Alaska, 
ho no.do it cleo.r that ho hiosolf ho.d no inton~ion of staying in 
Cnnnc1..c~ to . or t;anizc and c0 Di:10.nd tho G.ofonces d.~ainst possib lo 
nuisnnco raids by oithor J ape.no so or Gorr.mns. 

98. On 18 Mo.r the Prine W.nistor announced that stops 
woulc1 lJ o to.ken t o o stablish unity of c or:rrmnc1 between the three 
Ccm nd io.n Services on tho co.st ond. wost oo nst md in Newfoundland. 
Secret instructions t o tho desicnatod conr:rmdors pointed out that 
such a systen had actually boon in effect for sono tir:~ . but added 
that publicity was necessary for "roe.sons of Stnto 11 

( (H.S.) 
955.003(Dl), J.s.s.c.-6: Secretary Chiefs of Staff Cor:rrlitteo to 
Socroto.ry Joint Servi cos Conni t t 'ee J .. tlCJl. tic Coast 19 Mar 42). 
La Presso of 19 Mar connon tod that Cm1ad ian defences would there­
by bocono 11plus serro' plus co npacte et plus soup lo on none 
tenps". 

99. Meanwhile the Vancouver Sun undertook to force the 
po.ce by publishinc; fron 13 to 16 l\ti.r a---sG"rios of articles entitled 
11 The Derelict Defonce". These co ntondod. that the General Staff 
was directine nine-tenths of its energy and thoueht to training 
forces for uso in Europe, or elsewhere, and only one-tenth to the 
defence of tho Po.cific Co o.st. They conplo.ined of outnoded nethods 
and shorto.eos of effective equipnont, of lack of co-operation and 
o. failure t o o.dopt an acGrossive spirit. The censor felt that 
they wore so danaginc to public noralo that ho felt compelled to sto~ 
thoIJ anc1 lo cal action b y the Crown brought a fine of $300.00 to 
tho newspaper. J>. subsequent editorial in tho Sun of 23 J ... pr 
assorted tho.t 11wi thin 0. no.ttor of days after wono.d published tho 
offondinG articles tho 13overnnont ( conp l o toly altering tho whole 
nilitc..ry policy by tho way) l)iQJ had decided to do virtually 
everythine wo asked" (H.Q,.S. 8704-1, vol 3: G.o.c.-in-c. Pacific 
Conrn.nd to · C .G .s., 17 Mo.r and 24 Apr <'1- 2, 'With nttachocl newspaper 
clippines ). 

100. On 16 :Mo.r Pronior Hart of British Colunbia discussed 
th·ese articles with tho senior officers of tho three Services 
stationed in his province. Ho o.ppr ociatod tho fact that they had 
to be prepared to neot 0 nuisnnco ro.ids 0 , but he went on to state 
that tho people wore definitely o. larned illld 11woro obsessed with 
the necessity of tho o.doquato protection of British Colunbia fron 
any possible evontunlity and until this c211 be essured did not 
a.pprecio.to tho necossi ty of sondinc weapons o.nd oquipnent a.broad" 
(Ibid: JJ..exa.ndor t o c.G.s., 17 Mar 4-2). On 18 Mar those sone 
ol'l'i'Cors not his Provincial Co.b inot to reassure its ·noob ors that 
def once neo.suros wore ad.aqua.to, b ut the G .o .c .-in-C. Pacific 

. OorJI.nnd rather c loonily reported to Ottawa that 11T'no noral b of tho 
public in British Colunbia is undoubtedly at a very low obb and 
tho ·wildest stater:10nt s nncl runours o.ro beinr:s nado" (ibid: 19 Mar 
t1r2)e -

101. Despite public apprehensions over hone defence, Mr. 
Groen aGain asked Po.rlianont to consider send.inc at loo.st a token 
force to aid Australia, bo th for tho so.kc of Connonwealth tios and 
as n protective noasuro. On tho bas is of Ca.no.da •s connitncnts to 

* Seo J.F. Sander son in tho Windsor StCU', 9 Mar; L.S.B. Shapiro 
in tho Go.zotto 10 He.r; Gro~ory Clark in tho Toronto Star, 11 
Mo.r; Chester Bioon one R.P. Elson in tho Regina Loador:F'Ost, 12 
:rvrar. Soc also tho EG.nonton J uurnal, 3 Mar, ond the Vancouver 
Province, 11 Mo.r 42) 
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send troops to Dritain, tho Prino 'Ministor inro c1iatoly rojocted 
tho proposal. On 2.5 Nfar, however, ho spoke at length on tho 
nanner in which his Gov ernnent was boinc tol'll bo twoen two clangorous 
extrono.Sj those who woulC. sonC. all traino c1 non anc1 o.vailablo 
weapons overseas ond those who would keep then at hone. Ho sur.m.ed 
up tho pressure as f ollows: 

Before tho Japnne so attacks wore nado on Dritish 
· and JJJ.oricnn territories in th0 Pacific, tho in­
sistence of tho goVcr nnont upon tho naintonanco 
of a .foundation for the actual physical defence 
of Canadian torri tory aroused in sorio quarters a 
GOOd deal of i npatiEnco. Tho oppo site tondoncy 
has boon noro in ovic1onco since Doconber 7 • 

(~, P• 1630) 

Continuinc , he announced tho nobilization of the 7th and 8th 
Divisions, which he stated would. bo Given tho role of nobile 
reserves with spacial roforonco to tho east and west coasts. 
J..lthouch nost newspapers voiced approval, tho St. Cathorines 
§to.nda~ of 26 Mar SOUGht an assurance that if o.nc1 when the 
war s:luo.tion inprovec1 reco.rdinc hone dofenco those divisions 
could bo used "as part of tho strikinc force which nust certain­
ly bo onploycd beforo tho onony is broucht to his knees". 

102. Tho o.ction taken by tho Govornnon t at this tine of 
excoptionnl pressuro ·fron Dritish Colunbia should bo noted in 
sli c;htly noro dotai 1. Tho Cabinet War Cornn tt oo on J:§. Mar 42 
approved tho conplotion of 6 Cdn Div e.nd tho nobilization of tho 
throe bricado c;roups of 7 Cc1n Div; on gQ_ Mar 4-2 it approved 
tho conplction of 7 ·cdn Div 8llc1 tho nobilization of tho bricade 
croups of 8 , Cdn Div. On tho forner dato it also approved a very 
larGO increase in fu o Hono Wcu: Esto.blishc.on t of'. the R .c .A. F., 
ostinntod to cost $206 Dillion (lo.tor incroasod to $216 nillion). 
Tho nc tu al s-tronc th of tho R .c. i~.F. in C ono.d a increased c:turinc 
19 L1.-2- fron 16 squadrons t o 3 6 (R .c . I:. .• F. Lo~book, Ottawa, 1949, 
pp 67, 70). Such wo. s tho influonco of pu lie prosSlW) at this 
juncture. 

103. While it Dit;ht not bo accurate to say thc.t the 
Governnont was ab.end of its nilito.ry advisers in theso hone 
def once noasures of 1942, it c ertainly kopt well abreast of then. 
The final subnissi on no.de by tho C .G.S. (General Crorar) covering 
the J.rny Progranno for 194-2 (H. q .s. 20-1-9, vol 3, 18 Nov 41) · 
noted that there woro no nilitary factors in the existing situa­
tion warran tint; tho nobilization of an nddi tional division, but 
addod that if conditions changed f or - the worse he niGht bo obliGod 
to roconnond the conplotion of the 6th Di vision ancl the nobilization 
of tho brigade groups of a 7th Division. Conditions did change 
for the worse with tho Poarl Harbor o.ttack, 7 Dec 41, but the 
action thus forecast was not actually tnk on until 16 Mar 42, when 
the n ow C .G.s. ·-(General Stuart} r oc oonondod to t ho Minister the 
conplotion of 6 Cc1n Div o.nd nobilization of tho brigade groups of 
7 Cd:1 Div (H. Q,. S. 20-1-.5, vol 2) .* J, .. s a lr oo.dy; n ot od, tho War 
Cor.Jlllttoo t;avo approval tw o c:to.ys later. The first recornondation 
for the conplction of th o 7th Division Md fornation of tho 
brisado groups of tho 8th was r1ad e by tho c .G .s. on 20 .W.ar 42 
(H.Q,.S. 20-1.:..25) • Tho War Coni.'Ji tt co approved this action tho 
sane evening . 

* This action had howcvor b con roforred t o as no cossary at a 
neoting of Directcmron 27 Fob 42 (H.Q.S. 20-1-6, vol 1, 
Mi.nut os of no otinc). 

.. ·- ······ ... ~ .... 
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104. In a press interview on returning to England General 
McNo.UGhton once norc onpho.sizod tho offensive thane, o.lthough 
wc.rninc o.gainst undue ho.sto or 0 o. blow struck cc..sunlly". Stressing 
that tho Gonoro.l still thour,ht nn o.tto.ck would bo pronaturo, tho 
Go.zotto of 30 · Ma.r concluded: "If McNauc;hton says twni t', we shall 
wait content 0 , Tho ·winnipog Free Pross of }O Mar reco Gnizod the 
force of tho argunont that ho should be c ivon a hi.gh position at 
hone but declared that 11It ronc.ins o.n unc1oub:tod public donnnd that 
ho continue to load tho c~ps which now nears tho do.y when tho 
long period of preparation will be trnnsfornod into o.ction 11 • 

10.5. Vlhon the o.nnounconont wo.s nade on 6 J...:pr roe;arding 
t he fornation 9f HQ. First Canc..d. io.n · J;;r:ny, newspapers alnost with­
out oxception ·spoke of it c.s a preparatory stop towards assUIJinG 
tho offensive." Novorthcless a statorent o.t this tine by :Mr. 
W.D. Herridge (fornor Cnnac1inn Minister to Washington} to tho 
effect that thoro wore not sufficient roinforconcnts on har.id for 
sustained action lod t o considoro.b lo controversy. The Minister 
of National Defence at once cont ond.od they wore up to the full 
scnlo asked for by Goner o.l McNaughton. J .. lthouch supporting his 
sto.nd, tho Winnipeg Froo Pross of 11 Apr ronorkcd that "when our 
arny ovorsoas gets into action and suffers losses, conscription 
will be nocesso.ry to fill tho Gaps ". fi.D.ong others expressing 
doubt that Cano.du could naintnin a two -corps arr.:iy; the Vancouver 
Province of. 8 J;.pr so.id: 11We have tho orGanization, w.i. th brass 
ho.ts c aloro. Ha.Vo WO the ren?" 

106. That nonth a series of highly critical articles 
entitled "The Da.Gg-or Point" o.ppo arod in tho Globe e.nd Mail. 
Objectinc that expansion of tho Canadian Corps into an arny 
noant ttr.ru.ltiplying our nili tary rosponsibili tios on the eve of 
ac tion 11 , these articles conplainod: 

Tho present inc.ic a ti ons aro that the tro.ininc , 
oquipnont and or cc..nization of the Canadian Corps 
is not such th 2t it could effect a successful 
land.inc on tho Continent ond sustain an offensive 
action. J..rtillo ry, engineers, arnoured cars and 
infantry a.re orcanized -soparatcly nnd associated 
only in briGade c roups , inst ead of working intim­
ately in the snQllor fornations. Thero is an 
obvious i a. ck of ox:peri enc o in the use of air craft,. 
and no large-scale training of parachute troops 
and spocinlly trc..ined air bo rne shock troops. 

(Globe and M:1il, APril 1942} 

Most of tho o.rGUI1onts wore based on Gornan practices in tho 
battle for Crete, but in tho opinion of Goner al McNaughton they 
indicated a lo.ck of roal knowlo~GO of the subject. Discussing 
then with his staff officers on 23 May, ho stated that he did not 
considerfuey would recoivo r:ru.ch support in Canada nor that they 
roprosontod any consid er o.b lo wciGht of public opinion (File (H.S.) 
P . L.. 3-7 contains o. no to to th is effect l•, "* • , 

. a-It: ~IJ, 8~ d/WJ~ '5-, 
107. _ Canadian pub lic/ctttontion noanwhilowas very largely 
fixed upon the plebiscite of 21. Apr on the question of releasing 
the Govornnont fron its plodc;o regardinG conscription for overseas 
service. Except in Q,uobec the :result was ovorwholningly in favour 
of allowing Cano.dia.n troops to \bo sent abroad,. 'Wi. th tho ·service . 
percentage of "Yes" votes nuch .higher than tho civilian• 

ii · Sec Montreal ·Gazette onc1 ~' also Ottawa Journal. and Ci tizon, 
all of 8 Apr 2'r 2. 



- 33 -

108• Tho Cab inet subsequently decided on 8 M2.Y 42 to 
anend the No.tional Resources M:ob iliza tion Act of 1940 by se8king 
repeal of Section 3, which had caused prol ortGod discussion when 
oricinn.lly udopted (soe pa r a.c r aph 43 o.bovo ). This reversal of 
po licy broucht about th e i nnodi o. to resignation ot nir . P;J'.A. 
Cardin fron t he Cabinet. Defore dobato on th o 8IlOndinB bill 
t ook place, howovor, public f ears for tho safety of both the 
J:..tlantic and ?ncific co as ts C£'DO very nuch to t...'l o fore. 

109. On 13 Mny 42 tho Minister f or Navti.l S ervicos (J.t~. 
J. .• L. Mn. cdonalo. ) confirnod tho sinkinr; of two ships in tho s~, 
Lmvrenco river by onony subnarino action. Pointing out that 
Gornnn broadcasters vrnro sayinc tho.t thoy h a d produc od tretiondous 
cons ternation in Canada, ho c.oclnrod that. inform tion of such 
incidents nust bo roloasod only in such a wny as to convey no 
bonofit to tho onocy. Mr. Church at onc o intir.m.tod that _ Gorrmn 
subnarinos had boon using tho base 2.n::t inlanc1 crooks of St. 
Pierro and Miquelon ns hidinc; plncos for ovor a year ond had. re­
ceived sienals fron tho shore. Tho ~unistor wc..s oxtrenoly 
skopticnl of this ond rojoctod tho suggestion by Mr. Hnnson that 
for tho sako of norale there should bo periodic announconents 
like those of Dritain and tho Unit ed States regar ding shippinc 
losses. 

110. Soon afterwards n.~ . J .s. Roy (Ga sp°b) startled tho 
country by asking for an i nnodiato secret session to discuss 
subnarino activity "Dy reasons of pa rticula rs I possess o.na. desire 
to share with tho House, ·but which it would not be wise to dis­
close publicly" (ibi d , p. 2470). The Prine l\lrinister sUgGosted 
i n stead that ho GJ. Ve tho infor r~tion to the Minister for Naval 
Services, which he d i d in writinc . o~ r o coivin5 the infornation 
the Cabinet declined t o c rruit ·his r equest, ru. thoU[;h newspapers 
played up tho i s suo a t lenc th. 

111. Early in Juno th o Jupanoso throw the ontir o Pacific 
Coast into a sta te of nl a r n by r o.idi n c.; Dutch Hc..rbor-. Col Ralston 
at once nssurod tho Cannons that Canad ion end United Statos 
connandors woro ta.kine action in a ccordance with tho joint plans 
previously l ai d , end ho also dis closed tha t the Chief of tt:i. e 
General Staff had boon for sorn days on the Wost Coo.st "super­
visinG dispositions on tho cr ouna. n (Debat es, 194-2, p. 3045). 
Mr. H. Mitchell (:Ministe r of Labour) o.lso assisted in re-ostab lish­
inc confic1cn c o by nnnouncinc that sono 12, 000 Ja.p anoso had already 
boon evacuated fron the Dritish Colunbian coastal area. A fow 
days l o.tor J'apano s e · subnarinos shollod Sydney and Newcastle, 
L.ustra.lia, cnusinc sever a l nmb ors to exp ress concorn ovor de-
f onsi vo preparations. :Mr. L ... G. Slu[;h t (Parry Sound) requested 
barraco balloons at Halifax, Esquinal t, and Po.tricia Day; ·Mr. 
Pouliot strossod tho nood fo r nilitury hichwnys; whilo Mr. J'.L. 
0'Drion (Northunborland, N. D.) o.sk:ed for a n anti-subnarinc not to 
protect bridges of tho ~liranichi Rivor. 

112. JJ:lid such tension tho Wa r Appropriation Dill finally 
passed o.nd tho PriUJ Minister on 10 Jun 4 2 opened the dobato an.end­
ing the Nati onal Resources Mobiliza tion Act. TWo deys later runours 
of J'apo.noso lc.ndinc s in tho Al eutians wore co!M'irncd. Soon it 
wo.s announced that R .c . J:.. .F. squadrons n.nd Canadian an ti-aircraft 
uni ts were ~oopcratinG with. the ~..norico.ns in Alnsko., mid arny 
lGadors acnitted tha t tho situation was serious. In parlinnent 
Mr. J .G. Turgeon (Caribou) contended tha t the novo into Alaska 
was Japan's fir st stop in attacking Rus s:i. a . Ure;ing offensive 
action agm ns t J apai ho said. : 

If we can socuro th o c onsont of Russia, or if Russia 
and Japan bec ono onbr oilod , as I f oo l certain they 
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will, then "W3 shall have to sond our o.rnies into 
Siberia. If wo cannot got tho consent of Russia, 
then we shall have to GO across the Doring Sea or 
directly across tho northern Pacific fron Prince 
Rupert. 

(Ibid , P• 3448) - -
Ao.one; speakers who f ollowed, Mrs. Dorise w. Nielson (North Dattlo­
ford) hailed tho int erchange of dipl oo.a.tic relations botwoon 
Canada and tho Soviet E1I1d declared that tho pooplo wore expressing 
tho need f or offensive action ~ni tho oponinc of o. socond front. 
She felt that Col Ralston wa s correctly voicing the opinion of 
the Canadian people when ho tolc1 tho Rotary Club of Montreal 
that "tho people a:to col. linr, f or a ction one s o a re tho C anadinn 
tro~ps in Dritain 11 • (~, pp 3ll-.59-60) 

113. Public CCIDncorn for tho s afety of Co.mda probably 
ronchoc1 its clinax o.ftor 20 Jun 42 when a Japar10se subo.o.rino 
shelled tho lir,hthouse at Estevan Point, Vo.ncouvor Island. "It 
was tho first attack on Ca.nnd ian soil that has been no.do si nee · 
Confec1orc.tion", .rvrr. Kint; told tho Cannons (ibid, P• 3507). Mr. 
Groen onunorn.tod the disasters r'lE'..kinc that 'Ci'Qy""11ono of the grin 
days of a very grin ws.r": tho fall of Tobruk, tho wodgo driven 
by the Gornans into Sebastopol, tho Jo.panoso seizure of Kiska, 
and the shollinG of Estevan Point. Conplaining that the policy 
of tho Canadian Govornn ont seoo.od to focus tho attention of 
their troops on d efence when it should bo on attack, he once noro 
n.clvocated that Canada should bo buildinG "an nr:ny for tho purpose 
of eventually strikinc out in tho ? a.cific, perhaps into l..laska, 
perhaps- to Sib eria or J.1.ustro.lia, and finally into Japann .(Ibid, 
p. 3516). Mr. Clnrenco Gillis (Cnpo Drcton South) on tho 'O'tEOr 
hand said that the pooplo should be or canizinc noo.ns of defence 
in _ovary sec ti on of tho country and Mr. T .A. Fontaine (st. 
Hyacinthe-Do.eat) gave hin support by quotins at length reports · 
broadcast fron Tokyo regardinc tho sh ellinc of Vancouver Island. 
D.i!r. Maurice Dourc;et (L~vis) also a greed and warned that "once 
our nen ore overseas, it is nl nost c ertain that in case -of 
an atta ck against Canada, it will bo inpossiblo to .recall then to 
this country11 (ibid, p. 3549). 

- -
114. Newspapers carried full reports of the shelling 
together with a · similar occurrence at Seaside, Oregon during the 
night 21/22 Jun. Many editors, however, immediately attempted 
to minimize public anxiety. The Ottawa Journal reported that 
Mayor McGavin of Victoria had said that the people's interest 
in the raid was due to curiosity, not "jitters", 'while the Citizen 
stated that 11 the shelling caused little excitement among British 
Columbia residents". Without actually invading beyond the 
Aleutians, nevertheless, the Jupanese through those shelling in­
cidents produced the same fooling on tho Pacific Coast as sinkings 
by German submarines in tho St. Lawrence co.used on tho Atlantic 
Coo.st. 

115. By a decisive vote in the Commons on 7 J\ll 42, legal 
restrictions against sending Canadian forces overseas by compul­
sion wore removed. It is inter esting to noto that, whereas the 
prohibitory clause had originol.ly boon adopted at tho time when 
affairs in Europe wor e at their bla ckest, its ror:oal took place 
when throats to Cana:la herself soomod most serious. Although 
removal of tho logQl bars incroa. sod tho popular clamour to send 
N.R.M.A. troops overseas, tho Government refrained from exorcising 
its right until military necessity made such a course essential 
la.to in 1944. Long before th en, howovor, all danger of attacks 
on Canndian soil had be on removed. 
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DIEPPE .AND DEM.ANDS FOR A SECOND. FRONT 

116. Without o. doubt tho Dieppe raid of 19 Aug 42 mo.rkod 
one of the most signif'ico.nt turning points in CfillD..dian public 
opinion. · It wn:s like a. safety-valve roloasing mnny pont.-up 
emotions. But for Dieppe, tho Jo.pnnoso landings on Guadalcanal 
and New Guinea, both occurring within tho following WGek, might 
ho.vo i ·ntonsified tho rnanio. for dof one o on tho Po.cific • Similarly, 
it served to reliovo tho nervous tension b\rer .sinkings in the. 
St. Lawrence. By directing attention forcibly to tho European 
front, Dieppe plo.cod tho offcnsivo foremost and home dofonco , 
assumed a more moderate po rspoctivo in public thought. Although 
tho clamour for full-sea.lo invasion continued; Dioppo brought a 
sombre realization ot tho meny difficulties as Cnna.da counted 
hor casualties and · tho Julies surveyed tho barriers to an assault 
on Hitler's domain. 

11?. Raised r.iorµlo was evident throughout tho Army ond 
definitely reflected in tho press, which carried nnny stories of 
vo~unteqrq 11rushing to fill up the ro.nks" of units which had lost 
heavily; :An oxamiria'eion '?f roc::-uiti1:1g 'f;ig\l;re~ fo~ all .. c .. ~~. a~ . · . 
howe-v-or, tevoals only a very slight incr:oo.?G ·•pll?-• .in tho. $'1!3.Ge~d.- · 

ing weeks ;·even a rot.l:'ogi'essiqn (Soc Hi$tor~cq.l Officer, p ~~~H~.Q. ~ 
Report No• 109, O orat~on:. 11 JYBI~EE": ·Tho Rtl.i{l ~l;l,D~eppe~ l9 .fi,ug 
42:: .; Part III: or.io 0010. •· .L.S JOC s a : Slogqns ; sir:ular . 0 . 
. avenge orig ong i Wero no noticoa o• Ratherj thero V\'.d.S an 

ovic1ont desire on tho part of tho li..rmy to profit by the lessons 
and prepare oven more intonsivoly for tho next oncounter~ Ro- · 
ports of Canadian troops b oi.ng ov orwholmingly inpatient for 
action were discredited by senior officorst who pointed out to 
tho press that their non wore fully conscious of tho nood for 
training for tho offensive and wore settling down to it earnestly• 

118. Proud of tho fact tha t the majority of the troops 
participating wore Ca.nadians, tho press c:..t first alr.iost 
una.ninously hailed the success of tho raid as a vital invasion 
test. Due publicity was given to Mr. Churchill's pronouncenent 
on 8 Sop that Dieppe was "nn indisponso.ble preliminary to full­
scalo invo..sion 11 and to Ross M.mrot s description of it as "a 
rec onnaissance in for co" 11 Col Rnlston' s official statenent issued 
from Ottnwa on .19 Sop o.ftor his return from Britain drow nany 
corJ.m.onts on his docla.ration thc.t it was part of 11 tho agreed 
offensive policy" of tho Allies. Dospito tho high proportion of 
casunlti0s, there soo:r;1s t o havo boon no dosi:lio to draw back from 
whatever future oporo..tions might bo in prospect; on the contrary, 
speculation was rifo on tho probable fields f or a Second Front. 
It was still assunod that Co.nadians would spearhead tho attack 
in this. There wore ronowod proposals that Gonoral McNaughton 
bo Supreme Cor~10I1der, al.though Saturday Ni6£t suggested Stalin 
and la tor assailed 0 scicntific" gonornls {Pross Indices Nos. 289, 
294 and 332; 3 and 9 Sop ond 23 Oct 42; itons 2?16, Windsor Star, 
2958 and 4819, Saturday Niglitj. -----

119. Before tho end of August, however, sovore criticism 
of the nethods enployod at Dieppe appoarod in the Globe and Mail 
(Press Indices Nos. 280 and 284, 23 and 28 Aug 42, itons 2221 
anc1 241?). Other newspapers followed suit, anc1 mnny began to 
enquire whether tho price paid in storming such strong ramparts 
had boon worth it all. Doubts woro oxprossod, nlso, regarding 
Canada's ability to withstnnd such oxcossivo battle-wastage. The 
Gazotto, for exnnplo, had entitled its first editorial on the 
raid 11'i'h.o Dagger is Whetted" but by 17 Sop it wo.s asking if the 
da.g?or.wa.s to bo blunted at its first thrust, implying that con­
scription was necessary t o koop it sharp. With gr owing criticisn 
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of the planning and leadership~ nuch of tho conf idonce the raid 
ho.d ·ins pi rod was seriously und.crninGd as the winter passed Without 
further action by the Canad ian Ji;;r:ey Overseas. 

·120. Early ih Soptot:Jbor 1942 .tho arrival overseas of the 
4t.h Cano.dian J.,rnoured Division was greotecl by nUlJJ.erous articles 
extolling the anazihg extent of the nationts war effort. Nevor­
tholoss, the Winnipeg Free Pross of 10 Sop deplored the fact that 
a.s Cuna.de. ontered her four th year of wa.r th ere were so nany news­
papers and public non still ureing thnt her contribution should 
rennin nodorate . Loud cries f or conscription still continued, 
but they were now countered by onphasis upon No.tional Selective 
Service to noet roquiror.1onts of industry and agriculture rather 
tha.n by donands to direct nnn-·powor into hone defence . The public 
c.ppears to have b con ~onora.lly pleased with noa.suros taken to 
counteract direct throats to both coasts. Satisfaction over the 
a)pointmont of Maj-Gen G.R. Poarkos, v.c., as G.o.c.-in-C. Pacific 
CoIJIJand was oxprossod by tho Vancouv or Provine o while tho Sun re­
ported Maj-Gen H.N. Ganong o.s saying that noralo of his 8th--­
Division was excellent (Pross Ind.ox No. 303, 19 Sop 42, items 3434 
and 3436). Few pa.pors fron oth or parts of tho country, however, 
scened to b o paying ti.uch attention t o the Wost Coo.st. 1-.s for 
subEa.rinos in tho st. Lo.wronc e , when cm. other sinking off M~tis 
caused Mr. J.s. Roy to ask for a spocio.l session of Parlianont, 
the Montreal Star so.id tho r:ntter was well in hand and tel'Ll.od 
his donand 11smy11 • (Pr oss Index No. 327, 17 Oct 42, iton 4557). 
Mr. J.F. Pouliot nm. tho Minister for Naval SGrvicos clo.shed over 
tho natter, and Torontots Tologran of 23 Oct endorsed tho con­
plaints of L'Action Cntholi"rue in requesting investigation by t he 
Minister for 1 .. ir. Novertho oss , nl though tho torpedoing of tho 
Newfoundland ferry S.S. Caribou created consternation, headlines 
indicated that problens of hone defence had boon crowded out ·by 
koon interest in f o.r-off battlofrontso 

121. During tho su.DI1er attent i on had definitely shifted 
fron Libya to Russia, whoso dofonce of Stalingrad during Septonbor 
connruidod universal o.dniration. Jutor Stnlin issued on 4 Oct a 
clear call for help, tho Cnnadian papers linked to gether Mr . 
Churchill's ronarks on expnncling li..lliod s trongth and President 
Roosoveltts fireside chat hinting at now offensive to aid both 
Russia and China. Colunnists suc h as Major Eliot and John 
Collingwood Ronde a t one o mentioned L.frica, o.nd nunorous Ji.merican 
dailies wrote of Da.knr $ Thero was a h int of future joint oper• 
ations in Col Ralstont s statement thnt Canadian, British and 
Juno~ican forces in Britain wore oxchanginB n certain nunbor ·or 
officers to incroaso cooporntion (Montreal Star, 21 Oct 42) , 
Canadian newspapers agreed, however, that nO""S"'Gcond front should 
bo opened at the expanse of Britain abnndon'!_ng Egypt and the 
Middle Eas.t. 

122. During I'.'.lid-Octobor interest in the s econd front 
waned considerably. Tho Gazette on 15 Oct ran a headline about 
Wendell W~llkie r epeating tho ccill on behalf of Russin, but 
co~nts in many newsp apers rovonlod much adv erse opinion and the 
t opic wo.s so on dropped . When tho Gorr.inn dri vo on Stalingr ad 
stalled, Lo Soloil on 17 Oct clo.incd that further discussion wa s 
P?i~tloss si~co the urgency had disappeiarcd . · ( (H.s.) P.A. 3-7: 
MJ.nin Proco - No . 109, 20 Oct 42). Tho .Montreal Star of 22 Oct 
r opo!t od that a McGill pr ofessor had suggested th'O.'t""1:'oud vocal 
c1onands . f or o.ction Llight only bo part of tho war of nerves against 
tho Nazis. SpoGchos no.do by Tin Buck at this tine did li ttlo to 

~ Seo footnote to pnr ngraph 3 for an explanation of this. term. 
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. ' ·. " 

nean t that they W9_rO resorvod :f or . a . cross:...yhannol _ dr~VC :0, . "and 
th a.t attack is not raony .nonths awayh (Pross Inc:"tex No _. 3.50i . 13 
Nov 42~ iten 3857~ Gillis· Purcell in tho Ga zctt.e). Speak~ng t q 
the Cano..dian Corps i1.sSo bio.. tion in Vancouver, Gene ral Cla rk" said: 

It strikes no a.s one of tho supreno tragodic~ 
of this wa:r that tho U .s·· .. , f ollowing on e ye ar 
in the st:r:tugclo• has alrob.dy p l a.coci·, l\lon in 
battle ongag cn:xm ts in J..fricu , whil Q · danc..d ian 
s oldiers a.re sitting idlo in Enc lanq . This . 
cohsti tut cs tho great es t dis craco of tho present 

{Ibid ; No o 363; 8 Nov 42' !ton 
~. tho Vruic ouvor ~J 

war. 

127. Writinc fro n England , t.S.D• Sho.piro contended that 
tho Co.nc..d ic:.ns there ho..d Gr ow n indi ennnt, irritated by tho fact 
that JJJ.orican troop s who ha.d boon in Enc;land loss than six non ths 
·und British di visions. which ha.d only boen :J.il the · blusp.rint st·c.g·0 · 
when certain Cnna.dio.n divisions wore f u lly., nuotercd •. had gone into 
a.ct ion a.h..ead. of thora . With so re Cc.nc.d ians fo cling they wore "a. 
sort of adjunct to the British Hone Guo.rd", s o.id Shapiro 1 they 
were boe;innin c; to a.sk whe ther it was nilitary strategy, covorn­
nont policy, or l a. ck of roinf orcenont s t'ho..t was keeping then out 
of action. This thon o h o oxpa.ndod in a serie s of o.rticlos on 
noro.lo, which ho f elt r er.minoc.1 high in tho . expectation that tta 
nost spectacular and dro..na tic task" was being resorvoa. for thono 
Ho nointaineC.., h owovor, that conploxiti os oxpmdod with ca.ch 
passinG day tho JJ:TJY was n ot in actiono Continuing , tho wri tor 
pointed out that tho Canndio.n so ldi ~r was highly sensitive about 
his inaction, that ho wns afro.id people a t hone thought of hin as 
a n onb or of "a f or cotton · o.rny" or of 11 tho ,county constabulary in 
tho Ene;lish countrysic1 o"• Sh£QJ iro suor1o.rized his point by saying 
"Tho who le problon of noraJ...e no..y dis app ear t onorrow, next week 
or next nonth - whop.9v or th e Canadi ans -eo into a ction"• (Ibid ~ 

Nos 361, 369, o.nd 3~, 26 Nov, 5 o..nd 16 Doc 42, itens 6470-;-b'B'b6 
uncl 7334, Gazette) • .!I - In t. br oa.c1cast of 1.5 Nav Shapiro had 
sue;c estod that the Camdinn .J.'l:rny would not bo d efle cted fron itf\ 
oriGinal purpose - to invade France ( (H.S.) C .M.H.Q,. filQ · . 
4/PilESs/;/3t Extra.ct· fr0:01 c . D"C . · ::3roc.Ccc.c t.of 1.5 Nov tr2) • 

. t 

128. Taking adva.ntae;o of a denons truti on held on the 
third anniversary of tho e.rri val of tho fir st Canadian conti~ent 
in the United Kin5don, General McNauc;hton t o l d the p ress ''We never 
know that .perhaps in o.. m tter of days we 0£.lY launch into sore tbi ng 
that will loo..d to a cla sh with the onocy" (Gazette, 18 Dec 42). 
Shapiro la.tor connentod tha.t by this review ni'it pro ss co nforero e the 
General had dononstr nted. the co npa ctnoss of tho Canad i a n J.trny as 
a stri~ing force and hacl rep lio q. t o critics who wanted it broken 
up to join the Dri ti Sh in North lSrica or the Middle Ea.st• 
Ori ticisn had to.ken tho forn of c.. broc.d hint th at General Mc~augb.t -:: .., 
was koopinc the Canadians t oGothor b ocause ho did not want to 
ditlinish his cor::n::inncl and c.lso a.n unsubstantiated runour tho.t the 
Canadians hud declined un invito..ti ont nccop tod by the Ancricilll.S in 
their stead, to send o. c1i vision t o join tho First JJ:ny. i ... groeing 
with Hannen Swnffor, outstandin~ Dritish nowspnpornan, th at tho 
Canadi an Ji:rny wo..s nost valuable when kept together as a bridgohoad, 
I • . 

• ~--~=~iiiiiiiiif~;r-nrc·~Ik3:C:Go!1J~r:-Cii?:rk7is-J;r.G;-;n::s:cr::--v.35 • C6l (Hon Dric;-Gon) J". l i.. Clark, C.M.G., D.s,o., V,D .. ~ 
of Vancouver. He was noted o..s an ardent a.dvocato of conscript~ 

ion. 
Tho quotations arc fron ShapiroYs article of 10 Doc 42 (delayed ) 
on ti tlod "Mor a le of tho JJ>n yr1• A copy is filed in (H.S.) 
000.5(D2). 



- 37 -

help m ny od.itors referring t o who.t he ha.d said before· Gorm:ny 
atta.~kod Russia.. At this time th oro wero signs in several papers 
of a. softening t owo.r d s Ita.iy, with Mr. I ... w. Roebuck and. th~ 
Winnipeg Froo Pross cond uctirig a co.np oi gn to ronovo tho stigna 
fron her na tiono.ls in Con adao 

123., By Octob er 1942 n nc. j or controversy ov or air vor sus 
land wa.rfaro wns developi ng i n t ho United Stutes and Canada. In 
t h o Winnipeg Fro e Pr oss of 2 Oct t h e concluding a.rticle of a 
s eries of three entitI'Od ' "Tho Ai r l...dvoc a tet s View" by B.T. Richard­
son cal l oc1 f or ab a.ndonnon t of tho idea of tho Co.n o.dia.n Arny a s 
"tho clo.gger pointed at tho heart of Berlin". It was c l ainod that, 
if the country -were ruine d b y b onbing , a Cana dian expeditionary 
force lnnd od on t h o Baltic could nak o its way to Borlin rather 
t han fi ghting la.boriously through 800 nilos of Gorn.an l and fort­
i f ica tions. · (Pross Index No. 318, 7 Oct 42, iton 4088, Winnipeg 
Free Pross}. Dos pito the onph c.sis u~on nass b onber r o!. 1 s during 
the succeeding non ths, howev er, th or e wo.s continual pres sure by 
the public f or a ction by len d f o rces. 

OPERATION "TORCH" 

124. On 21 Oct 42 Field Marshal Snuts delivered a widely-
publicized speech which many interpret ed a s a definite announce­
nont of a Second Front. Pub lic a t t ention in cons equence veered 
t owa.rd. s Afric a , al t h ough tho Connd i an press wa s very cautious in 
its initial connants on t h e opening of the Eighth li:rn y drive fron 
Egypt. The fact that clnost all naj or nenbors af the Co:cmonwe a lth 
oxcopt Canada contributed its di visions w as not ovo rlooked, but 
not until lat or wa s stress lni d upon tho Canndinn nanufacturo of 
nost of its r.1echani zod oquipnont (Pr ess Ind ex No. 37 4, 11 Doc 43, 
Iton 7110, Chester Bloon in tho Winnipe g Fre e Pross)~ Innodiately 
the Anori cans lnnded in Fr ench North i.i'rica , on th o other hand, 
nunorous conno nt a t ors pr odictod a. na. j or offensive through Italy 
or tho Ba lkans. Jl.t this stage , however, wishful t hinking that 
t ho Cum dians night pe.rticipat e in such an operation was expressed 
nor c by inp lic ation than by outright sugi::;o stion. 

12.5. Just prior t o Oper ati on 11 Torch" thoro had been 
certain conplc.int s a.bout tho need f or a ction by the Cano.d ion Ji:rny 
Overseas. J.n edit orial in tho Winnip eg Froo Pross snid tha t it 
would be 11 a. sensib le thinG t o s ond a. fulr division to sore tJ:mtracfver 
or next best at le a st our s enior of fie ors", adding t h a t "an 
opportunity like Ecypt t o get a ctual fi ehtin0 experi ence for 
offic crs and n on should no t b o "\llow e c. t o slip by conp l a cently" 
(~i No. 341, 3 Nov 42~ · rten 5337~ Seo a lso No. 3.52, 16 Nov 42, 
Iven bOOl, Vancouv er Sun). Spo oking i n Tor onto , Lord Bennett 
said h0 could find no """To' a s on why tho Canadi an 1.,rny should have to 
spend its fourth Christno.s in Engl a n d with out firing a shot, nor 
W~Y.a.s o co~J .corps · was t o bo f ornod .on th o basis of a single 
division (ibid, No e 342, 4 Nov 4 2, iton 3.593, Citizen}. Even 
sta. tisticsC31""No. 1 Nourologi col Hosp ital were pro sen tad under 
the headline "M:en t a l Illne ss in Overseas L.rny La i d to Inactivity 
c.nd _Anxioty" (~,No., 343, .5 No v 4-2, it en 5468, Gazette}. 

' 
126. I I11:E d i a t oly a.ft or tho f.JJ.oric an lnndings of 8 Nov 
the Presid ent of t he Canadi an Lobi on called for tho arriy overseas 
t o be b olstered at once because 11 0.t the nost we have until next 
s pring b EJ f oro it is our turn" (Montrea l Star, 10 Nov 42). 
Expressing the opinion th o.t Can.C'..d i ons coUTci1ia.vo been selected 
f or tho North Africo.n push o.nd uncoubtodly were consid ered one 
overs0us correspondent s ni d tho fact t h at they wore not no~nated 
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Shapiro sn.id it was n. r eas onab l e coduction t hat it would renain 
in Englruic1 u..11til th o openinc of a wostorn European land front. 
(Ibi d 1 6 n.nc 12 Jan 43). -
129. Pra:ial for t h e patience of the Canadian A:rny• des-
pite its "story of c1.. isappointnont ant. frustrat ed. hopes", was 
Bi von frooly by London papers · .::ind echoed in r:iany Canadian dailies 
corrr.10 ntinc on t he nrmivorsn.ry-Ji. In th e publication ot "hunan · 
int erest" stories, however., j ournc..lists hanpered by ti8J:itened 
censorship r oG"ll.lntions r otn.r dinc t ho 11.X'DY eo.vo nost space to 
ox:p loits of th o Jj_r Force. H.oavy raic1.. s ever Gcnm.ny caused 
Winston trills in the Ottawa. Oi tiz0h of 16 Nov 4 2 to pro.i. se again 
t he lJ.r Tro.i.ning Plan as porlla.ps tho c;,rontest single contributing 
facto~ t ownrQ s tho eventu~l dofoat of t h o J~s. (P/O Georgo 
Dcurlincts feats over ~ittlto. also no.d o popular rondine agilinst · 
which stories of troops traini11c i h England could not conpete). 

ATTACHMENTS TO 'IlIE DRITISH .iJ1MY IN ;:.FRICA 
AND CONTINUED PRESSUlfil FOR ACTION 

130. Press reports of .5 Jan 4 3 were the fir st to reveal ·, 
. that officers· and non-cobrlissioned offic ers fron tho Canadian 
\ . J~ny in Eneland had landed in North Africa to Gain ba,ttle . 

experience with the British First J..:rny. This provided the press 
with another opportuni~y to coIJEont on the nain issue of gettine 
the Canadians into action. A despatch by Ross Mmro pointed out 
that it was the fourthiiii foreign assignnont for tho troops where­
as Canadian airnon 'h.ad fought "in--virtually every theatre of war 
fron Alaska to Ceylon" (Journal, 6 J an 43). The Ottawa J"oµrnnl; 
of 7 J"an recalled that nonthS 'b efore it had sug Gosted such'. a · 
policy upon rea.dine i n Lord Gortts despatches that during the 
fiGhtinG in Franc e Dritish det achnents had always served with 
tho Fr onch. The Montreal Star interpr et€d the news at once as 
a pronise of action (Press-i:ncrex No. 396, 9 Jan 43, iten 236) • . 
The Wirmipeg Free Pross, which had just conplained that arI:JY 
appointnents woro boine nade "without the ordeal o:t; trial by 

. ba.ttle", exj_)rossod tho hope that not only permnent· but non- · 
porr:Jbnont farce officers wore included (Press Indices Nos. 390 
and 399, 4 ruid 13 Jan 43, itao.s 4 and }43).· 

131. Strong criticisn was voiced by a leading Conservative 
pa.per of t he Wost, t h o Vancouver Provine e, which scornfully asked 
if Canad,ians were so back.ward, so unresourceful that they L1U.St 
have noriths of special training for spe cial oon:litions while 
othors learn as iil.ey fi ght. 

· ll.lld Canada, which is as vitally interosted in the 
outcone as any people on earth, and which has been 
tellinG herself, proudly, that she has the Vi.\Jrld's 
best shock troops, sends t o tho · opic contest - a 
little contingent of observers ••• It is an affront 
t o the Cana dian arny that it should b e so. It is 
an affront to the Cana dian people. 

(Province, 6 Jan 43) 

~ Press Indox, No. 380, 18 Dec 42, item 7385, Gazette. See 
also the Globe and Mail, 19 Dec 42, editorial · entitled 
"Throe Long Years". 

JiJi It nay be observed that since MWlro listed Nort~ern France, 
Gibraltar, Spitsbereen, and Dioppo, Canadians in Dritain 
had boon involvod·already in four ass i gilDents excluding the 
Norwoeian episode. 
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The colunnist w.R. Plowno.n replied. "On tho ·contrary, the nove, 
which presur.m.bly had tho support of General~ .McNa:ie;hton end tho 
Dritish War Office, a~p oars to bo.calc';1l~toa to inprovo th~ 
Allies wor-winninc effort"-. In his opinion these. dotachn?nts 
wero not necessarily a.n advanced gua~d for th~ nain Canadian 
f orces to be sent to Africa; rather, 11Dy ke opine? the ener:;y 
euossing as to tho real intentions of tho Canadians, an inportant 
surprise r.ny bo ·sprung on hin a few nonths honco". (Toronto 
~' 9 Jan 11~ 3 ) • 

132. Shap iro hold the sane op inion, although he would 
n ot rule out tho possibility of tho nain body goinB to Africa. 
Tho Canadian JJoy wa.s ready for action o.t any tine,_ he said, but 
was p n.rt of o.n invasion plo.n which c ould not b o put· into effect 
until Dritish o.nd Ji.norican units o.lso involved were properly 
trc.ined o.nc'.. oquippodo Meanwhile,. tho Canadian high oonnand was 
procoedinG on the assunption that· events would nake it possible 
to carry throuch tho original intention of hittine; at Europe 
directly fron enb.nrka.tion points in Dritnin... Ho was firnly con­
vinced that without action tho existing high noralo could be kept 
at operational level G.uring the spring and part of the sur:u:.13 r 
but no longer. 

After that our non nay take it for gro.ntod they 
arc destined. to ronain tho Dritish hone csuard 
for tho duration roid they wili instinctively lot 
down t o o. corresi)onding level. 

There will be no nutiny; rorely a e;onoral release 
of tho nental tension which now rnkos then bri e:;ht 
and. ea.Ger troops. Thoy wi 11 have bocone old non 
in the nili tary sense. 

(Gnzetto, 22 Jan 43) 

Canada.ts J.rny, he felt, was too valuo.ble a cog in the J.J.liod 
plan for ei thcr tho Canadian or tho Dritish lµ. gh conr.ID.nd to allow 
this to happ en. Ho therefore predicted that, if there wore no 
decisive chaneos in tho Russinn or Me di terranoan fronts and if 
shipping and the political situation did not nonsure up to in­
vasion standards, 11it is a fair deduot1.on that our troops will 
soe a.cti6n sonowhore in tho southern sector of the European 
theatre". (Ibid} • 

. -
133. Tho arrival of tho second group of Canadians in 
JJ.'rica. ca.used little connont, although considerable publicity 
was g iven to individuals who distinGui shod thenselvcs in action· 
while attached to British · unit so Meanwhile nany po.pars referred to 
the growinc Gnbarrassnont of Cai.'10.dians who rerminod in England, 
fed up with "paper oxercisGs 11 anC. writing hone of insults fron 
lad s a.nc.1 lasses of London asking why t h ey wore not in L.frica 
(Pross Indices Nos 402 and 413, 16 and 29 Jan 43, itens L1r68 nnd 
822, Windsor Star c.nc1 3-azette). Sono wondered whether in view of 
their battle inoxpori onco tho hic;h c oDJ.~and might not entrust 
then in tho end with a vital role .but niGht onploy then nerely 
as support troops (Pross Index No. 403, 18 Jan 43, iton 504, 
Gazette). There was renewed criticisn that th.e J..noricans had 
precoded the Canadians into battle; the arrival of Newfoundland 
troops to join tho Drit ish First f...:rn y on tho other hand received 
publicity but no such con.r-13nts (Pr oss Indices Nos 418 and 422, 
3 and 8 Feb 43, i tens 1086 nnd 1230, Winnipee Free PrGss and 
Go.z~tto~ 

134. Ec-..rJ.,y in Jc.nunry tho Gazette clai.mod that spoculn~ --
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tion in England on tho possiblo. appointnont of General McNaughton 
as load or of tho Unit ed Nations for cos had d ied ctown b ecause of 
u growing suspicion that instead of one najor a ssault against. 
th; oncny in Western Europe thoro ·night be two or even three in­
d ependent thrusts (Pross Index No ~ 397, 11 Jan 43, iten 261). 
Ev on so staunch a Liboral champion ns tho Winnipeg Free Press on 
18 Fob wrote, "There is t oo nuc h r eason t o believe that the' 
gateway now held by tho Canadian ~rny is one which will either 
never be opcnocl or will not be opene d until a still distant 
star;e in tho war has boon roached". Tho riain purport of its 
edit orial onti tlod 11Canndi a.n Daeeor" was t o urge "c..t least 
fragr.1entary uso of tho great s trikinc f orcott which Co.nod a had 
raised ani equipped. 

The theatres of wa.r aro r:nny; sur ely in ono or 
noro of t hen, ono or t wo or even throe Canadian 
di visions could play a useful r o le ••• 

Do cs tho pride of our coIJIDnders, tho desire to 
lead their non all together j play a part in tho 
naint enan ce of a policy of c0ntinuod training 
while tho ~rnio s of other na tions l onrn their 
trade in battle? We do not know, but it is certain 
that disquiet is arising , and the Governnent 
should ren enb or that tho hand which holds the 
poised .dagger can becone palsied through lack 
of use. 

(Gazette , 26 Fob 43, reprinted fron 
Froo Pross of 18 Feb) 

13.5. This nrgur;ient s oonint;J. y lent support to the vi ew­
point expressed earlier by the Vanc ouver Province to the effect 
that Canadians, like others, oo uld l e arn as they fou5ht. At 
this tine, however, the J • .rwr icans had just suffered certain 
roverses which tho Ottawa J ournal of 23 Fob attributed largely 
to inexporionco, coupled with a c ertain doeree of overconfidence. 
In speculating whether tho Canadians night not faro sinilarly 
after such a lengthy period in tho Uni tod Kingdon, tho Winnipeg 
Free Pross of 24 Fob under t ho heading "Nood of battle practico" 
enquired, . "Is it not possible to find sono way whoreby substantial 
nunbors of Cana.d ian of fie ors am l earn their trade b eforo they 
involve their own Cana di8.Il co n~ands in disproportionate losses 
as a result of th eir own l o. ck of oxperionco?" ((H.S.) c.M.H.Q,. 
file 4/?RESS/26: Minin Prom No~ 9:; 3 Mar 43). It woulcl 
a:pporo: tp.oroforo, that tho pr ossuro f or action was c oupled with 
a strong desire t o ensure t hat oxpcr i oncod loaders wore in 
cor.mnnd • * 

THE CH.tiNGING EMPHi.SIS ON HO~.fil DEFENCE, 1943 

136. Conjectures regardi ng the enployncnt of the Over-
seas lJrJY brought kindrod suggestions f o r nore active use of 
troops stationed at hone . Towards the end of J anuary 1943 the 
colur:mist Grant Dexter accused the General Stuff of "exceptional 
rigi dity of nind" in failing t o revi o•i! the ne ed for Pacific Coast 
d~fences since setting up the ?th and 8th Divisions in the pro-· 
vious March. "Tho fact to r enenber", he s aid, "is that our nan­
power resourc es arc being strained not f or overseas service, but 

• It is probably not fanciful t o s oc a direct connection between 
this strong agit ation in tho early nonths of 1943 and the 
pressure br ought upon the British Governnent by the Canadian 
GoverruJent during March, to find a place f or sono Canadian 
troops in offensive operations. The result was the decision 
taken in April to include 1 Cdn Inf Div in the Sicilian 
assault. · 
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for hone dcfonco" ( W~ng_i11eG Free;,~l\,Etss,: 2-o· -J:ari ·' 4~f~'! .~·0·:;;.~:f'° t:h:~ · 
rE).dio .. pb.-j.cagot·s·,;-c0·1 Mce3ort.lick chargoa that, aJ..thqugh; ·Canad a was 
tii5 f o··1i'a'l510 to Japanese o. tto.ck tha~ ,tho u.s. coast·, are had sent 
no troops to fi eht then in the Pacifica In'· reply,: tho Vancouver 
Suh of i :9. ·Jan .. 4 3 pointed to HonG K? ne and. 1 .. l aska .ana upheld that 
di$positforrs had boon .D.aa e acc ordinc; to plans of the Unit~ 
Nations., Several Cannci. io.n nows pap ors ncvorthoie ss voic od object­
ions when Mr. T.C. Davis, : s poakinG ·.in J.,ustrn1.ia on taking ':1-P his 
a)P.Ointn ont a s Hi dJ, Conn;i.ssionor, referred t o Japan :as Canada's 
princip ul ·onoriy ( (H ,,S.) Ce M.H.Q. filo 4/Pross Circ/l: Minin 
?rc-oo No• } , 19 .:to.n 43) • ." 

,, ' . .: ' . ·. .. . ' 

137. · · !n Parlinnont Mr. H .. C. Groen ~J.aint o.ine d. that .the 
d ospntch of c1oto,chtJ.ont s to Afr ica should b e :rollowed by .th-a 'sending 
of units fron Dri tain roid Can ada abro ad for exporiom o; he f'avouro i 
sondi11G at lcn.st office.rs tm d N .. C~Os_ 4 fron tho Pacific l i:r:n.y to 
learn ,to fidJ,t tho J apanos o and rofol\'red to General Odlu.ni' s suggo '.3:: -­
ion at Toronto th· o , pr0vi:ou~ . Novonoor< tha.t Canalian troop s should bo 
sent to a.id Gonernl M:CJ.l'thur. Mr. GUd Cruikshank (Fraser " Valle1) 
ob jo cted on tho gr ounds that oven fi yo ill.'visions ovorseo.s were too 
nony for Canada to hondle adequatolyj he rena;rked that at the 
Cn.nadian Corps Asoociation noe ting there he.cl been protests a gainst 
soldiQrs goinG to J...frica to gain experience and ·he could not sec 
tho lo Gic of wrui.tinc t o send son o to tho jungle. (Debates, 1943, 
vol 1, pp 500 and 531). Tho Prin e Minister, however, praised 
Conr1onwealth troops who wore fightinc far froIJ hone and strongly 
castigated his fornor follower, Mr a P. J . L .• Co.rdin (Richelicu­
Vercheres), for advocating Isolationism (ibid, pp 550-51 and 
556-68). ----

138. In the Quebec Legisla ture, Mr. Onesine Gagnon re-
newed his charges of the previous Nov onb er that Ottawa was utterl2·· 
co.roless about defence of the st. Lnwronce, where he claired 20 
ships had boen sunk. · Despite vi gor ous deninls by all three 
Defencp Ministers, Mt"Q J.s. Roy (Ga. sp~) co.rri ed tho issue to tho 
House of Connons and rode out that th e t otal nunb er of ships sunk 
was 37*. J..lthough criticisn was directed nain1y against tho Navy 
nnd I..ir Force, tho J.;rr:zy di d not escap e; the proninonce given to 
tho issue reflects tho insistence by c ertain olenonts in Quebec 
that hone dofonce oucJ1t no t to b o n eglected. Whilo the Montreal 
Star and tho Ednonton Dulle tin l e d tho najority of English~languo~~ 
PQ"P'Ors in scoffing at tho s ugg estion th a t the Navy. be recalled, 
others, includinc tho Glob e and Mail nnd the Journal supported 
Le Soloil and L'Evcnon cn t-J9µ;r-nD1 in urging co-operation by 
r:U.1itary and civilian authorities in Quebec to forn a spo~ting . 
service and · a st. Ltl.Wrence Patrol akin to the Dovor Patrol (Pross 
Indices Nos. 452A lo·an d 15; 15 Mar , 3 and 9 l~r 43; itens ~574, 
25?5, 3315 und 3u56). Weeks later tho Prine Minister on 8 JUn 
ruiriouncod tho o. ppointnont of Squa.dron-Loador J.P.i4 Doslogcs 1 
R.C .1 ... F., as dofonco co-ordination off icer in tho Gasp-ti and lower 
St .• La.wronco to link civilian orccmiza.tions with all throe branch0"' 
of tho arLlcd sorvicos& 

139. In Parlianont 1~. M.J. Coldwell (Rosctown-Diggar) 
on 5 ~pr 43 asked f o r ~ull infornntion , in op en or closed session, 
roc;;nrding Can ada 's wo:r situation. In particular, he asked ab out 
coastal d ofonco, tho subno.rine nonQc e , protection on the Pacific 
Labrador fuld Hudson DQy, the Athabaska re gion o.nd the North ' 
generally. Ho roe oivod support fro fl Messrs Gordon Graydon {Leader 

~ Press Indices Nos. 446, 447, 449 and 452; G, 9, 11 and 15 Mar 
43; itons 2313, 2322, 2323, 2451, and 2575; Journal and Gazette,. 
Seo a lso Debates, 1943, volrr, pp 1130-31, 1267-71und1337-
44. 
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of tho Opposition} -nnl T.c. DoueJ_as (Woyburn), tho latter pressing 
for a statoIJOht boforq tho spring offensive overseas, but the 
Prine :Minister nc.intained that d.i.scussion of such affairs nust 
await presentation of tho War Appropriation Bill. (Debates, 1943, 
pp 10~2-.50). Thero wore nany other instances of tho Governnon~ 
refusing to bo drawn into pror.mttn.'O debate on lJ:TJ.Y rntt,ors during 
tho spring of 1943. Dy this tine, however, ~o · defens~vo role 
of tho Ji:i:ny at hone no lonGer received onphasis. Public pressure 
favoured offensive action ~nd loo~od for active enploynent of the 
J.:rny abroad. 

THE GROWING DEMAND FOTI OVERSE!.S ACTION, 1943* 

140 . 1-..s the winter of 194 2-43 ended there were na.ny · _ 
hints that the Canadian J.:rny Overseas would soon be in action. 
For oxanplo, in roferrinc to Canadians 11irkod." at wai tine so 
long to be en caged 11in bulk 11 ac;ainst tho eneny, Sir Janes Gri gg 
(Secretary of State for War) said in the Dritish House af Cannons 
on 2.5 Feb, 11Wo trust that they will not have to wait nuch longer" 
(Parlionontar* Debates, 5th Series, Vol 307, (Dritish) House af 
Connons, p. 3 O)e POI'itical parties were alert to apply such 
renarlcs to tho conscrip tion issuo, of course. In Ma.rch Mr. Vl .E. 
Rowe was reported to have told a Progrossi vo-consorva.ti vo re etinc 
that 11Wo have tho huniliation of· listening to runours that nany 
nilitary officers wanted our forces to enter tho African battles, 
but it was not possiblb because thoro woro not sufficient rein- · 
forcenonts:over thore" - a sug gestion which- Col Rolston refuted as 
''without foundation in .fuct 11 (Gazette~ 16 M9.r 43). J.ccordini:; to 
one political observer, the possibii~ty of a suddE:Il collapse in 
Gormny was causing vory real ro ncern to tho Canadian. tligh 
conrnnc1 in Mc'?..rch; what was tornod 11 tho McNaughton Policy" of 
keopinc tho Arny intact for use ns a spearhead, he said, had re­
sulted in opportunitios to send Canadians into other parts of 
tho wcr ld beins spurned ( (H.S.) C .M.H.,Q,. file 4/Press/27: 0 ~i? ·. I • 
.5, "The Mn.n with a Noteb ook 0 , Maclean_~ s Magazine, 1.5 Mar L1r3).u 

141·. Newspapers hailed Exorcise 11 SPJ.RTJi.N" as a g it;antic 
pro-invasion test ond proninently publicized General McNaughtonts 
statenent to tho press afterwards that; his arny was fit and ready 
for action, notine that when questioned ho roaffirned tho hope 
ho had expressed in Deconber tha t it would soon be engaged***• 
In a sorios of throe articles, Ross Irunro described how Dritish, 
Ju:i.orican and European forces wore traininG to invade alongside 
the Canad.inns (O.P.I., 27, 28 and 29 , Toronto Telegram). Several 
Allied observers sinilarly repor ted in April that Canada along 
with Dritain and tho United States was r.Jassing huge invasion 
forces; they predi ctod nain landings in Norway und Greece with 
di versionury thrusts across the English Channel and North Sea 
into Franco Belgium and Hollond, and across tho Me diterranean 
into Italy f Pross Index No. 11, 5 Apr 43, iton 3571, Montreal 
~). Darlin reported invasion barge s at Gibraltar while tho 
rocogn~zed official spokosLJ.an of the Gernan High Coru::and, Captain 
Sortorius, again cloirecl. Cancd i an s wore being used in Tunisian 

M Seo f oo tnote to paragraph 135• 
:iiili All rofaronces r.Jarked O.P.I. (Ovorsoas Press Index) relate to 
. _pJ;iotostat copros of c~ippings which my be :t:ound.in c.M.H,Q, • 
. . . file 4/Press/27, now in possession of tho Historical Section. 

fi!E.Pross Index No. , 1, 2Ll .. Mar 43, i tor:1s 3000 and 3002, Globe and 
Mail ro;d Gazette~ See als? (H.S~) 4/Pross/27: o.P.I. 7, 
O'a"itorial tiffoudy to Go", WinG.sor Star, · md O.P.I. 9, editorial. 
nwo arc Roady", Tho Canteen (Montrea!'J, 
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battles (Ibid, iton 3579, Toronto Star, n.nd O.P.I. ~3, ~zotte, 
1.5 Apr 43r:-Rer:nrkinc that Gei;er~aughton wn~ en~rGl.llfS 
UBain as a possible c onnund er•in-chiof of the hllied invasion, 
Sha.piro pointcct t o the f act tha t tho General ms "politically 
a favourite choice t o l e ad u striking force n ad e up largely 
of Dritish an d Cunadia.n troops with a conparati vely snall repre­
sontution of Anoricc.ns" (O.P .I. 3, Tho Vancouver News-Herald, 
9 Apr 43. Seo also o.P.I. 6, editoria l in Win&;r Star, 25 Mir 43). 

14 2. The prospect of action on the continent enphasizod 
tho fact that tho throat of invasion of the United Kingdoz:i had. 
onuod. Shapiro di Q not fail to c1raw att€Iltion to this siGllificant 
chan c e which ha.d takon p l o.co. He wrote pithily: 

In Septoriber, 194 2, General ~~Naughton said · 
invasion possible, a.nd this view lo.ter echoed 
by Mr. Churchill. On Oct 31, General McNaughton 
said invasion unlikely. On li.pril 20 Mr. Churchi·ll 
rel.eases church ·b ells fron t heir onereency retire.;. · 
nent. Sono tir.£ between those dates the Allied 
si tun tion in European zone so i nprovod. th at the 
danc er of invasion J ocnne unlikely. 

(Press Index No. 36, 4 May 43, iten 
.5347, Gazette) 

l L1r3• With th o p r ospect of action rmch mre pronising
1 

· 

press conc ern over f avourab l e co nditions bocane .much in evidence. 
Synptonatic of nervousness aft er so long u wuit 1 there were 
renewed warnings that d uo t o le.ck of battle exp0rience Canadians 
nic;ht qxpoct initial sctbnck s . (Pre ss Index No. 10, 13 AJ)r 43, · 
iton 4100, Ottawa Citizen r eprinted fron Tho Wostfrn Producer)i . 
The Windsor Star wond orod whether sufficient in be iicenc e ·. «. 
of tho onony"1i8.Cf ·b0on c olle cted to risk a desperate frontal 
att n.ck (Ibid, No • . 21, 16 ; ;.pr 4 3; :i.ton 4309). ~:..lso reflecting 
the tens~was the bitt e r ni1ita~y-politiccµ. . oontrbversy which 
raged in th e pr oss and Pa.rli ru:1on t during April 1943 av er Geheral 
Roberts• transfer to conne.nc1 t he reinforc ement uni ts. John ' 
Fisher connected it· with th o appo i n t nont of several younger 
officers to conbat posts and wr ot e , 11Sono b eliove that it anounts 
to a shake-up in the Hi r)l Com1CJ:ic".. o f t ho Cn.no.diun f.:rny preparatory 
to tho ti [;htinG which i s l ookcJ. 1'0r this ye ar" (O.P.I. 1, Toronto 
Tolegrar.i, 15 Apr 43). Shapiro c av e th e f ollowiDG concise cornent 
on the appointncnt: 

What di sturbs about t h e Roberts case is that it 
shows our J.;rn y still c r o:Ji nc after three years. 
We lnck battl e expo ri ei c o , an d in i t s inactivity 
our J;;rn y ac ing . We f a ce th o dang er of becoming 
nili tarily old wi t h out havinc q.ppliccl our youthful 
zest t o tho task f or wh i ch our non rushed forward 
t .o r ecruiting do pot s • 

(O.P.I. 49, Gazette, 28 Apr 43) 

ii. Western pap er ob served, "It is rather startling that none of 
the but .. talion c onr.10..."'lders who .led their units into action at 
Diepp e arc o.non g the li eutenn.nt-colonols n ow nnd e bri 6adierfr in 
t h o Caruidian l.:rny Overseas" (O.P.I. 49, Ednonton Journal 16 
Apr 43). Tho editor ne gl ected t o take into a ccount the lact 
t hat, of thc,~even major Canadian units oncagod , only ono c.o. 
(Lt-Col D. Monard, D.s.o., who was sovorely wound ed ) returned 
frorJ. t h o raid . 
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144• "The McNaU:Ghton plan" wa.s questioned severely 
in tho press attor Maj_""Geh G.G, Sinonds· on his return _ to Ehgland 
froct Africa declared that Tunisia had ruled out "blitzn warfare, 
arnour havinc declined as an assault arn ~nd infantry having in­
creasod in inportonco. Ono Ott~wn correspondent saw those 

· chanaine viows as a shift fron tho concept of loadinB· tho . 
JJny

0

with arnour and koepihG it fron pntticipntinG partially 
in field operations; at tho sane tine he pointed out Gen McNaughton 
was noel' tho retiring UBO• (O,P.I. 50, ~ .T, Richardson in 
Winnipeg Free Pross, 29 Apr 43). The Gc1.zott0 observed that Tunis 
did not bear out sono Of tho COill:lOnts on bporation "SPJ'iRTJa.N'" 
(Pross Index No. 32, 29 AJ.)r '1,.3, it on .5013 ),. The Windsor Star on 
the other hand asked tho Govornnont to pronote Gen McNaue;E'Wn 
to full General before the ti t10 cane for ·hin to lead his men 
toward Derlin (Press Index No, 49, 19 May 43, i ten 7232). 

145. . Explain.inc tho reasons for keeping tho Canadian 
forces in Dritaint Mr. KinG in an address to the Canadian Club 
of Toronto on 19 Apr s'aid: 

If our farces overseas have re!!lained so largely 
and for so l one within the Dritish Isles, if 
Canadian forces have not been broken up for 
service in other theatres, this has been duo en­
tirely to tho consid creel judcment and advice of 
thoso concerned with tho strates icnl direction 
of the wo:r. It has not b een because of any 
rostric tion i nposed by the Governnent Of Canada. 

(The Tines (London) 20 Apr 4}, · 
with accompanying editorial) 

Tho very day Po.rlinnent resuned after tho Easter recess (6 May 
43), novcrt.heless Mr. R,D, Hanson queried the inactivity of the 
Canadian 1'.xny, sayinc how unpleasant it wns for non who had 
been ovorsoas since 1939 "to have it thrown in their faces that 
while Australia end Now Zealand arc fi chting gallantly on the : 
sands of Africa. i)orsormel of tho Canadian arny are not there"• 
Mr. Power in the absence of Col Ro.lston replied "Decause they 
are doing soncthinc else which is consider ed inportant, by the · 
hich cor;JDo.nd" o.nd in the s pirited exchang e which followed he 
stated definitely that t hey wore being kept in England as the 
result of Dritish not Canadi an action. (Debates, 1943, vol ;t'.tI1·.RP 
2451-52). Mr'. P.<l.h. Cardin l a t er that day said he hoped the 
war would be v.on without Cano.do. Vs sons being forced "for the 
vanity of c lory to bo butchered as a nur1bor·of our ·sons were 
b'l,ltchered on tho shores of Di epp e" (~, p. 246.5). 

146. Ju:ionc; pr es s co nnon ts, Lo Soleil (Q,uebec) to·ok Mr • 
. Hanson to task for · n.skinc 11 this nb surcl question" (0 .P .I. 60, Le 
Soleil, 14 May 43}. Tho Montreal Star asked hin not to nake ~e 
J.xny Oo. politicnl football"; the Toronto Star referred him to 
answers ·which had boon c ivon ncai n and agmn(O.P,I. 43, 7 mid 11 
May 43}. Tho C~tizon stressed tho bottlenecks in shipping 
revealed by tho Truno.n Report end sci d: 11Na.turally. the Canadian 
i'J:cy alone cannot storn tho Hitlorito 'West Weill'" (ibid, 10 May 
43). On tho other hc.nc., t:ne Globe and IIail of 14 Ma';"'Used the 
occasion to L:olivor a bittGr attack u~on tlie policy ot denying the 
troops battle oxp orionco a.nc. to d onan d that the ·canndian divisions 
bo al lowed t o fight 'with those of tho other Allied nations. To 
this tJ:io Toronto Star nemn replied. tha.t it wus the policy of 
"the hichost UnitOcrlia.tions stratcc ists" while the Journal Of 14 
May oxpressocl i tsolf as content if the c'l ecision really were 
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Dritish but not if rndo a.t Canada.ts request. Tho lnttorts 
editorial concluded: 

JJ.l other Enpiro troops have ho.d battlo exporienco 
in this wo.r ••• Tho Dritish have boen ovorywhere. 
Only Canadia.ns, e.nortc all the JJ.lied. conb attants, 
have not been triedo 

This, we confess, seens stronge . To a e reo.t rnny 
it is disturbing. 

( O .P. I. 43. 1 .. 11 th eso articles 
were reproduced by Gazette, 15 May 
43 ) 

Defending its .o.reunent in a further editorial da.ted 15 May, tho 
Globe and ~&'1.il wrote: 

Now that the North l'...frican canpai gn is finished 
anc1 a new phase of the war is openine; up, the 
honest course w:>uld be to o.cmit frankly, even o.t 
the expense of per sonc.l pride, that the creation 
of a cw:1brous nilitary estnblishnent overseas was 
an error of judgnent and to pornit the utilization 
of Canadian c:tivisions in any forr:10.tion where they 
can be o ffectively enployed. Tho experience of 
present-day warfare which they would gain could be 
conrru.nicated to the rest of the Canadian J:J:r:ry and 
the result would bo to strencsthen its striking 
power and dininish tho casualties, which could 
scarcely fail to be very heavy if the arny went 
into action without containing any battle-tested 
elenent s. 

(Ibid) -
147. · Meanwhile Col Ralston denied in the Connons on 
13 May that the role of units and fornn tions of Canada's fi:rny 
was rigid snc1 stated that he had inprossod upon Drit ish leader:: 
tho fact that "the Canadian troops were in Encland to be used 
either in whole or in po.rt in any way in which they could best 
help to win the warn. SUIJI!ling up, he declared: 

••• let ne say that any i dea that the Governnent or 
Gen McNuuchton or anyone in authority representine 
Ce.nae.a ho.s or ever hac1 any notion of insisting or 
oven desiring to naintain tho Canadian Ju:my intact, 
if its conponents can better sorve separately, is 
wholly unfounded. 

(Debates, 1943, p. 2668) 

at first this statment wo.s unintentionally overlooked by The 
Canadian Press, but later sone of the Conservative newspapers 
printed it with brief connonts of acceptance (O.P.I. 43 and 4.5, 
Gazette and Journal, 15 and 18 Mc..y 43 ) o The Globe and Mail, on 
the othor hand., interpreted the Minister's statenent c.s a con~· 
plote revorso.l of po licy c.nC called on him to 11aclrnit the blunders 
of the pnst cmd ge t on with the job of noving Canndien CJ. visions 
into corJ.bo.t sic"le by sicl.o with ou.I:' ba.ttlo-tostod British comr l:'..des 
(O.P.I. /~'.l·; Globe and Mail, 1.5 May 43)c 

140 . Just when and ·where the invasion would fall was 
of course the vital question. One cor respondent predicted in 
,April that tho Canadians nieht shift . t o the MeGiterranean,if, aµ 
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wus su~eostod in Enc land, tho Western front could not be opened 
for sono ti no; on tho other hand they nicht renain where th oy 
wore until o. stronc hold haG. boon c e..inoc.l in tho South (Pross 
Index No. 25, 21 hPr 43 , iton 4562, J.F. 82.Il.dcrson in the Windso~ 
Stc..r). Fourth Victory Lonn spenkors stressed tho thone th~t the 
hour Of crisis wo.s o.t hancl. For exru:1ple, Prine Minister Kine at 
Toronto intir.mtod that before lone tho Canadi an J:.:rny would be in 
battle o.nc. invc..sion was not far distc..nt, ·while :Munitions Ministo~'? 

Howe o.t Port J..rthur clefini toly a.ssertod. that the Cannd i o.ns were 
boinc kept for ntho b i c; show 11 (O.P.I. 1l7, Windsor Sto.r, 28 I .. pr "1r:3 ).,. 
Mo.yor Stanley Lewis of Ottawa, on. tip, e other hruid, cl E'..:)..Q3d that 
General McNaughton had ·assured, hin "Canadian troops will not be 
used to put on a show for the uninforned who clanor for a s e cond 
front, · or another front" .(Ibid, Gazette, 27 Ji..pr 43). In Encland 9 
stories of o.n int ervi ew wi rr1i'ich Corm.is sioner Mo.lcoln Mn.cDona. ,_r:;_ 
carrie d. such headlines ns 11Camdinns to 1.Da.d assault" and 
1'Conncl io.ns f o r invasionH (Ibid, Journal, 30 J~r 43). Moo.nwhiloD 
in payinc; tribute to the hich norale which existed after a 
"nevor-beforo-hoarcl-of wait for action", Conservative publisher 
Georc e McCullac;h on .returninr; fron a visit to England said prospects 
of Cana. Cl. inns cettinc to Jifrica wore not b right. (Press Index .rToo 
35, 3 May t,3, Glob o and Mail). 

l Ll,9 . · On 18 May t~3 Cot Ralston in the course of a lonct~-: y 
staternnt t o tho Rous o :predicted a year of action with the Oan­
acl.inhs in the thick of it an cl decl:'1rod 11They mey fight o.s an · 
c.rny or in Se:;_Jnrnto f ormtions 11 (Debntes, 1943, p. 2778). Mro 
H.C. Greon pronptly 8.Sked why tho Co.no.dians had not had b ,attle 
experience and as sertod: · · 

If bo. ttle experionc e is desirable for our Canac1ian 
cl.ivisions end troops before the Ca.nc.dio.ns fight as 
an orr.zy, it is the duty of the Canadian e;overnnent -
it is not ~ nattor to be loft necessarily to the 
Dritish - to see to it that our units GOt that 
battlo experience before tho Cann.dian nrny goes 
into action as an o.rny. · 

(~, p. 2781) 

Ho also renarlred. thnt Cnno.da was C..)lJ arontly turning its" back o~ 
the Pacific war nn.d he.a. 'sent no troops ei thor for battlo troin­
inc against tho Ja:;_J nnese* or as n token force to help tho 
Australians. 11 Tho Unit ed. Sta.tos could sond troops to J~ustrali c \ 1 :' 

he pointed out, Hbut Canad.n , so far as I know, has not sent a 
non" (ibid, p. 2782). Ml'. T~C. Doue;l as (Woyburn) on th o otho:: 
hand expressed considerable opposition to den2.11ds · to have tho 
a.I"IJY broken ' up and sent to ' various theatres of war; he contond.o~ 
that it shoulcl co into battle o.s a. Cano..dinn unit under a Canadian 
connanc1er (ibid, p:p 2791-92). A.tr. J'.L .• Ross (Souri-s) rono.rkcd 
that tho arny had been ovorexpo.nded dnc ov.ororc a nized probo.bly 
noro for ·poli ti: cul pur:;_Joses than as an o.cti vo for ·ce for opor ntior.c 
(ibid,~. 2798)~ . . _.,....... . 

1.50. Press a rticles followinr; this debate deo.l t nainl ,.. 
w~th_tho nan- power issue but there were no.ny si@l.S of inpatienr. 'F-> 
with noro nanoouvros {Pross Index No. 51, 21 May 43, iten 7391 ~ 
St. Cathcr~nes Stand.o.r,d. ) ~ Fron Dritain at this tine co.no a. ropo:1~'"'.; 
tho.t tho fir st c1 ctachncn t of Can .. r:. dia.ns had returned f ran Tunisi c,.., . -' 

ii Col Re.lston soon after announced thD.t Canadi.un officers w .. ero 
in Alnskn to study dofoncos, and tho Vancouver Province re­
ported that sono he..d boori sent to J~ttu to a ct as' observers 
with tho U.S. forces, colloctinc infornntion for uso in thG 
training pro g;arme of Pacific Conn.-:ncl. (Press Index No. 60, l 
Jun 43, iton 011.5, Gazotte. 
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cook in tho Winnipoc l!.,roo Pross lo.tor remrke d on tho r oluctancc 
of those troops to discuss their .a clvonturo, .cl tho';l-c;h General Mc­
Nauc;hton stated that their oxporionc o had ~roven in;.ra.lu~blo • .-
Cook also pointed out thE.'.t until the Tunisian canpa1gn it had been 
inpractical to send Canndi ans to Africa due t o tho l01;J.G voyaGO _,.. 
a.round tho Capo but victories ihoro had opene d tho Modi~erraneo.n .L C I' 

then to join Drit i sh f orr.u1tions in tho Middle Ea.st (~, No• 69' 
11 Jun 43, iten 8G70). 

1.51. It was ccnora.lly f e lt thnt tho presenc e o~ Prim 
Minister King at the Wo.shinc ton oonforpnco of Mr. Chur~hill i:-nd 
President Roosevelt ind icntocl that offensive strategy involving 
the Co.no.dians in the near future wo.s boinG planned th~re • ·The 
~ournnl wrote with conviction 110ur hour has cono 11 (Ibid, No. 52, · 

.5 May 43 iton 7506). Corresponc1- onts Flaherty and Hichardson 
both beli~ved that ~ho Croio. dian J,;rny and J~r Fore~ would aRoar­
head tho attack {Ibid, No • .57, 20 May 43, itens 2822 and 2u23, 
Winauor .~ and Winnipeg Freg ?ress)o . Lo.eking a stato~,j)nt by tn0 
~rine Minrsterp the Winnipeg Froo Pr~ss ~ho next nonth appraised 
the possibilities of Canc.dian .action and narrowed then down to 
the Mediterranean (Ibid, No. 78, 22 JUn 43, ite~ 9718). 

1.52. On 2.5 M:ay 11,3 tho Connons Wi tnossed a sharp clash 
over the question of J~rr:iy policy when Dr. H.A. Druce contended 
that one or two divisions should have been sent to J..frica. · Col 
Ralston intorjocted: 

I can say to ny hon. frion c1 that l a st fall, when I 
was over in EnGln.nc1, I discus sod the sondinc; of a 
division of Can~cl iun troops to North Africa, f.l!ld I 
was civon whnt I consid ered to bo good roul sufficient 
reasons, by those who wore b ost quulifiod tD lmow, 
that tho sum:;ostion could no t be accepted. 

(pebates, 1943, P• 3002) 

A very disord erly. dobato lo.tor resulted whon the Minister inter­
preted as a sneer t h e following r onarks by Dr. Druce: 

I want to say just a word about the Canadian arny' s 
battle honours. After nearly four years of war they 
are reprosonted by two trac ic failures, Hong Kong 
and Dieppe. Th ey wero not failures to fiGht courage­
ously to the death on the pc.rt of the r unk and file 
and the offic ers in charc e of the attacks, b~t were 
due to inconpotent lead ership in -the high co:or:nnd. 

(~, ~P 3004 and 3008) 

Two days later mother heated arcunon t dev eloped between th en 
over Dieppe (ibid, p. 3101) • 

. -
153. . Sharp outbursts i IJIJ.odiately occurred in newspapers 
riGht across Cana da. . Tho Journal a skod who were those "best ·~ 

qualified to know" o.nC. rer·mrked "Therevs too nuch heat in all 
this, not enout;h lich t 11 ( O .P .I. 63, I,ourn8f,, . 29 May tr3). 
T?rontots nowspnpers ~s nic~t.b e expected iook opposite sides, 
with tho Globe ond Mail praising Dr. Druco for exposing the shan 
and the Toronto Star su p~)ortinc; Col Ralstont s stateoen ts ·(Press 
~ndices Nos .58 an.<rbo, 29 Mo.y end 1 Jun 4.3, itens 7924, 8089 and 
u090). Closer agreenent took p lace on tho West Coast. The Van­
couver Province wrote that it did not nake sense to say ~hat an 
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nrny which had boon oonspiciously doniod battle oxperionco was to 
bo conspiciously choSon to load tho attack (Pross Ind.GX No. 62, 
3 Jun 43, i ton 8261). In its rival newspap er Elnore Philpott 
wrote: 

Tho reasons for koopinc tho Cono.dia.ns whore thoy 
still aro woro souncl. Dut th at would not lone 
hol d GOOd f o r th ~ future. 

If for any r e ason tho Soc und Front is not to bo 
opened this year in n c) rth-wostorn Europe tho 
Canadians should b o al lowu d t o do their stuff 
sonewhore else. 

(O.P .I. 63, Vancouver~' 29 May 43) 

In the Mari tines several newspapers doploroc.1 this 11barrackinc" of 
the Minister, and across the country rJany lo ading dailies soun 
oxpressed thensolvos as tired of continual wranglin~ over Diepyo*. 
Publication at this tine of Mr. H.A. St. G. Saunders( report 
11Conbine d Operations", however, ko:;i t Diop j)O very nucb. to the fore • 

1,54. An.alyzint; the arG"UDents fron reports of the Ottawa 
debate which reached hin in Encland, Shapiro drew uttuntion to 
Col Ralstonts statonent that "General McNaughton had na.de it clear 
to the War Office in Dritain th a t if it wns at any tine advan­
tacoous to supply individual for rin tions to separate theatres of ;:war 
he was prepared to recoonend it 11 • On this Shapiro cor10.ented: 

Dut a distinction nust be drawn between negative 
and. positive dir action of tho Carrndion arnyt s 
ac ti vi ty. For Gen McNauch t on, to be 'prep ar0 d to 
reconrEnd t a succostion fron tho War Office on 
the activity of tho Canadi e.n J-;xny is a very 
differon t thi. n g fron nakinc n s tron G recorn:1ooc1ation 
to the War Office that tho Ce.nadio.n J-;xny should bo 
used on this or that s pecific 1'ront in :>rclor to 
gain battle exporitJnc o. 

(O .:r. I. G3, Ga zette, 10 J'Un 43) 

1.5.5. In Juno 1943 tho Cana/l ion :t.Jr oss dofini tuly roflo cted 
the onthusiasn for invasion shown iH th o Unitod Kinc;don, althous h 
with dininishinc inter est towa.rd thu rliddl o of tho n unth. Great 
pro!Jinence to Allied air assaults in tho }.iuditorranoan CtjntrastoG. 
with sp8 culntion regardinc the lull in tho bonllin(.; of Gorno.ny. 
ThE:J Winnipe g Free Press, Journal M d the Glob u and Ma'il all sounc.1.od 
notes of caution with roGarG to optinistic invasion pros~ucts. 
The pross wore thrown soncwhat off balaYJ. c o when Macl.a.Llo Chiun,:; Kai­
shok stated to the conbined Houses of Pc.rlianont "Lilw that of 
China, the contribution which Ca.n.c.d.a haG :: ~H il o to our cor:.JDon causu 
has not been of tho specto.cular"; tho Gn.zc tto, however, torL..10d it 
a graceful conplinent, On the evo of tn 0 Canadian ent:ry int0 
action in the Med.i terrnnoan, edit ori als v. onorally seon ed tv roli 0h 
the war of nerves being waged ace.inst t h o .:.mony. ( (II.S.) C .M.H.Q,. 
filo 4/Pross/26: M:inin Preoo Nos 23-27 G JUn - 3 JUl 43). 

~ · Pross Index No. 6-3, 4 Jun 43, iton 0.5.51, The Halifax Chronicle. 
Soe also O .P .I. 63, The Mone ton Transcript, The 'l'oiegre.ph'­
Journal (st. John), WinnipoG Froo Pross, Vancouver Sun, Globe 
and Mail, Windsor ~' Tho Lethbridc~ o Horald. -
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C!..Ni..DI;iNS IN SICILY 

1.56. Prine Minister KinG• .s Doninion Day address-·to ~ the 

Cobr.lons was interpreted gonorally a$ nn attonpt to prepare the 
public for big events involvinc action and porhaps severe casuo.1-
tios tor Canadian forces (Pross Index No. 91, 0 J'Ul 43, i ten '.!.86? 
Flaherty in tho Windsor Star). In discussing forthcor.U!lf; bpor­
a.tions; the Ottawa Ci tizqn stated "it is oviden tly anticipb. ted 
that Co.naC..ats 18.nd rarcoS will be in tho next J .. llied Offensive" . 
and "It is reasonable to ussune thc.t there will b o landing op~r"'." 

ations across tho Modi torranoo.n" ( (H.s.) c.M.H.Q,. filo 4/Press/26: 
J\.ti..nin Prooo No. 20, 10 Jul 43 ). In G;Oneral, however, alnost . 
con:i.) loto silence so ons to have r oit;ned until on 9 Jul Mr. Kirig 
intinatcd that aerial and ·connando ~ ssaults on Italy and Sicily, 
Sardinia end Crete wero "parts of a s inglo strategy which the 
i nnodiate futur o may be expected ra:p icl.ly to unfold" (Debat.os, 
191t3, vol V, p , 4.557_), 

157. Tho fir st connunique fron iuGiers eJlnouncing tho 
Sicilian invasion used only the tern 11L.lliod for cos" 1 but a 
supplonentary cor.munique fron Washing ton also dated 10 Jul 43 
spoke of "Lnglo-Ar:wrican-Canadian arned forcos 11 • Mr. King in a 
broadcast that norninc rnde it quite clear that Conadian soldi ors 
were included, and on 12 Jul he told tho House that Canad a would 
be justifiably proucl of the fact that 11units of the Canadian arny 
wore at tho spoar-hoad of the attack" (~, p . 4618). 

1.58 • Such :pri a_ e was· em thusiastically pr o clained in 
the press across Canada, The L.llied offensive eclipsed all otheT 
nows and Canadian participation was universally welconed . There 
was general praise for the superb planninc of the operation, 
which all corrospondonts assunod would be successful . Lo.eking 
definite infornation, several papers specula ted at first on tho 
stroncth of tho Cana di an forces and t ho sug gestion was nade that 
General McNnucht on :o.ic h t bo in comand . Consi der able irrit a tion 
was er}ressed at tho secrecy surroundiIJG tho Canad ian farces, 
particula rly until the no.no of their con:o.andor was revealed, but 
there was c oneral satisfaction that thosr wore servinc; under 
Genera.l Mt:7n t go1:iery end with tho Eichth Arny. · ( C. M.H.Q. file 
4/Pross/26: 1ti.nin Pr eoo No. 29, 1 6 JUl 4-3). 

1.59. Much discussion centr ed about tho future of tho 
bnlanc o of tho Canadian J ... rny . In En c;l a.nd thoro was a feeling 
that Canad ian divisions nicht bo used to suppl ement task forces 
as the Austra lians and New Zeal anders had done in Africa (Press 
Index No. 96, 14 Jul 43 , iten 2229, Globe and Mail ). Col Ralston 
assured Pa rlianont on 13 Jul, however", th a t the Mediterranean · 
operations di c1- not norui that t he Cana diem a r ny had been broken 
u p (Debates, 1943 Vol v, pp 4680- 89 ), The Toronto Star stressed 
tha t tfie use of Canadians in Sicily finally disposed o:r-o?t­
repeat ed runours that CannQa would consent only t o the use of her 
~rr1y ns a self-contained unit (Pross Index No . 99, 17 Jul 43, 
J. ten 2460). One poli ticnl ob server r:iainte.i ned t hat Canadians 
wer? quit e c ont ent with the arrangen ent whereby a l arge pa rt of 
their arny had boen s epo.rated fron th e par en t body and banded 
~ith.tho Dritish . (Ibid 1 No . 102, 21 Jul 43 , iten 2703

1 
Harrison 

in Windsor Stnr). N"unerous papers spoke of the opportuniti es t o 
be g a ined under a baptisn of fir e . The Princ e Alb ert Dailtr 
He::a.ld, for exar:ip l o, r enarkod that if th e' Connd ian arny ha had t r 
wait 'f'or the march on Derlin th e :privi l ege of l e nding it muld 
havo g one t o other troops experi enced in b c..ttle (Ibid No , 110 
30 Jul 43 , iten 3298 ). Col Rals ton's tri p to Eng!iii1ci' nn0. the' 
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visit of Generals MoNauGhton and Stuart t o the Me diterran~an wore 
seen ns indications of l nr cor activities f or CanOO.ians (Pross 
Indices Nos 110 and 122, 30 Jul and 13 J~uc 4.3, i tons 3320 and 
4139, Journal and Sa slco.t oon Star-Phoonix). 

1 60. Pross opinion was dividod , but in general supported 
tho action of tho Prine Minister in insistinG upon equal re·cog-
ni tion beinc; c;iven to tho fact that Canadians wore in action, al­
thouc)l there were so r.1.e conplaints a t unduo publicity before 
fichting ability had bo on proven. Other protests devel oped after 
the r e lative size of tho force been.no ap31aront. 

1 61, The f a ct t ha t Q.uob oc wa s ohos.en for the conference 
of the Allied leaders in Au; us t ·pr ovid ed full scope for suppo­
si tions that Canac.ians would henceforth play a najor yart in 
Illannod offensives. Sinultanoous withdrawal of the 1st Canadian 
Division fron th o front lino le nt s t ronGth to conj e ctures that 
undo1• tho now stratoc;y Ccnad i nn troops ni \;ht be cnp l oyod as an 
arny, A Can adian Pres s d. os p at cll s ti u.t ed it was bolievod in London 
that such action h ad b oen doo to 0. snc;romcn t b otwoon tho Cariadio.n 
Governnent an d the Wnr Office over onployn ont of the arny as an 
entirety or in part~ tho abrupt return hono of Col RalS'ton boinc 
linked to the story. Tho Windsor Star contended it was incon-
cei vablo that tho withdrawal hacl be en tho result of bickering 
but rena.rkcd that if an arn y had t o b o brok en up tho Canadians 
would find it hard to unc"'.. orstc.nd why it should be theirs - r o.thor 
than th-e arnies of tho Uni tod States or Dri tain. {Pross Ind ox 
No~ 126, 18 Aue 43, itens ii407, 4410; o.nd. 4411, Toronto Star, 
Tel eeTan; ffil.d Windsor Star), On roturninc fron Sicily, IiOWO'v or, 
Genera.rMcNaughton eaid:'"'q'Ui to dcfinit oly that his troops wero 
ronc1y for use "in whole or in part" as tho High CooJ.1:'1nd desired, 
Nowspapers of bo th politica l f ni ths acc optod this as scotchinG 
t h o r WJ.ours conp l e t olye> (Pr es s Index No• 13!3, l Sep 43, it<:Jns 
5326 en d 5320, Gazette on d Windsor Star ), · 

...........-.:~ ·--
1 G2s Tonse oxcitono nt in the news paper world about the \ 
qu 0bec Conf er on co sub sided s orewha ti whon official roticonc o loft 
p n.;;iers with t oo nuch spa.co to i'ille Most f orcc a. st0rs b olioved 
o.t the b eeinninc tha.t the confer ence woulcl p le.n now l ancU ns s in 
Europe, but tho Gazette printed an ~.rtic .lo by a l oo.c:i.nc Now York 
co:i:-r os pond m t succosbine th a t i t wo ul c1 b e cone ornod pr-lnarily with 
Pacific stratog;y ., W'hon ·the neo ·cincs en ded without any r e al in­
f orno. tion b einc divulc;oc.l other t h an the a.1Jpointnont 01' Lord. Mount­
ba'.ttcn, t he Ga.ze tt e r oi toratod this theno. ( C .M,H,Q,. fil e 4/Press/ 
26: Minin Proco N'os ~r" , 35 and 36, 19 an c1 2.5 J~uc and 3 Sep 43). 
Dur i nc tho conf orenco, nor e ov or, the conquest of Sicily h a d been 
conp l etod . ond public a~tont ion :Ln Co.rrnd e. h a d b oon f 0cussoa upon 
the Pe.cific t hrouc h t ho l cmdi nc s of 1.5 AUG on ·Kiska, which clinaxod 
c:~ L;r owi n G'. a.citation fbr action in that roc;ion. 

KI SKA 

lG? ~ BGf ore Sicily doninntod public attention t o tho 
oxclusion of pr ac'Cically e verything els e, thoro was a cr owin , ~ 

· unount of spe culation in North Anerica about th c pos si bi li ty c f. 
dri vine; tho Japanese out of the Alou ti ans. Doclarinc tlrn.t Ki s ka 
h acl.. ti0d do wn nany Camdinn and A.Doriean troops and aoroplunos i n 
a conparatively qui.ell battle-zone, the Globe and Mail oarly in 
May 1943 cal led ·ror an anphibious force to d.islodGe the Jnp a::-~ o z o 
(Pross Index No, 35, 3 May 43, 'itea 5267). Thnt r.ionth it was 
thought in Washington,. although with out official confirm tion, 
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thut the Canadians were likely t o join in an assault on Kiska 
(Ibid, No • .53, 24 May 43, iten 7476, Go.zotte). After tho 
J..neric ans landed on A.ttu on 11 May capita! corr espondents freely 
speculated on runours that Oanadians would join then there, the 
norale of Pacific Co.onand units risinc noticeably as a result. 
Harrison clainod that nany of those had a gr eater noralo problem · 
than units overseas but narchint; orders f or the 1.1.leutians would 
chang6 all that (Ibid , No • .5.5, 26 May 43, iten 7681, Windsor 
Star). On tho other hand, nany Canadian newspapers published 
a-r.ii'sleading dispatch to the effect that Canada ha~ a large force 
"pinned down" in Alaska with the inplication that it could now 
be released. Denial of this was given wide publicity by the 
Washincton corres~ondont Chester Dl oon, who urged tha t Canada 
put her troops into action with u.s. forces when they cane to 
attack Kisko., as he felt that J.1.ttu had been a "go lden op:;_:iortuni ty 
lost to got battle training , and to earn esteen, publicity and 
political advantage in the United States." (Pross Indices Nos 
57 and 61, 28 May and 2 Jun 43, itens 7821, 7024, end 8185, 
Toronto Telegram and Winnipeg Froo Press). He argued that if 
Canada diu not take part in tho hleutio'.n canpai gn she could have 
little to say when tho war onded ·and international air routes cane 
under discussion (Press Index No. 69 , 11 Jun 43, ite~ 8881, 
Ednonton Journal), 

164. A veritab l e storn arose, howover, when in t he 
House of Comons on 24 May L!-3 , Mr. W.R . MacDonal d (Brantford 
City) said tho following : 

•••I sucr,ost to tho Minister that drafteos who 
will not volunteer to sorve abroad should be 
sent in ever-increasing nunbors to Alaska to 
defond Canada fron that corner of tho country ••• 
If Canada sont her draftees thoro, th~ United ' 
States soldiers could be r elieved t o fiGht in 
other ~arts of the world, and we would be co­
oporn ting with then in tho best int erests of 
the cause for which wo fiBht. 

(Debat'?.,s , 1943 , vol IIIt P• 2942) 

Mr. L .• R . J .. danson (York Wost ) vigor ously protested that "if that 
·suggestion should. be adopted there would be nore Cane..dian 
casualties in tho bar r oans of tho WJrld. than we ever suf fered 
in war ••• To sugcost tha t wo allow sonebody else , another nation, 
t o do our fi [Shtinc; for u s ie t he nost fantastic thing over to 
have beon said in this houso " (Ibic.1, p 5 2961 ). The following 
day ttr. MacDonald defended his r eno.rks by ox:plaininG tha t there 
were decisive bnttles being f ouGht in Alo.ska at that vory no.lilent 
and Canadians should be in tho thick of tho operati ons , relieving 
the JJ::J.ericans if t hey wished or fi ghting side by side with thon 
(Ibid, p. 2907). Tho press, noo.nwhile , treat ed his original 
prol)osal with scorn, Harrison r:mint o.ining thnt to send "our 
coddled Zonbies" to 1 .. l aska would. not o nhano o Canada ' s relations 
with hor J ... lli.e-s (? r ess Indices Nos 58 end 62 , 29 May and 3 Jun 
4~, iteras 7926, 7927 and 8259 , St. Cnthcrines Standard ond 
Wi~dsor Stcu:,). In unswor t o further questions Tron :Mr. Adanson, 
Col Rclfl t on stated in tho House thci. t the Governor-in-council had 
tho authority to send dr aftees to ~ttu and Kiska but that only 
e.. general order dealing with Llnska had been passed (Debates , 
1..2.:!l.t p . 3021 ) • 

165 . Ji.none newspapers carryinG editorials advocating 
Canadian troops joining the l.1.nericans in tho Aleutian carii:;;m.ic;n 
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were The Calgary Herald, London Free ?ress and st. · c nthorines 
St~ndard (Pross Index No. 63 , 4 Jun 43 , ibon G,55) . Tho Nelson 
Nows notod a risinr:: c1 onand t h11t Co.no.dn p ropar o to_ tnke tho 
offonsi ve fron her Pncif ic bases and ob sorvod that "the d erm.nd 
is tinoly and its ag t:ressive p ublic ex pression will be just as 
necessary to stinula te Ottawa t o action as it was to brin~ about 
t he strenc theninc of our Coast defenc e s" (IE.!Q., No . 75, l o Jun 
43 , iten 9420). 

166 . DurinG July very litt le Liention was nctde of the 
sub ject, a lthouc;h sone attention wa s given to t he ·visit of tho 
Per nanent J oint Doard on Defence t o J .. laska nnd the Aleutians 
(Press Indice s Nos 89 and 100 , 6 and 19 Jul 43, iten s 1669 and 
2534 , Gazette). Tho Winniper, Tribuno f ollowed this up b y 
praising tho narnony wroue;htoy the Doar cl a s wi tnossed b y Can­
adians and hnericans standinr, side by siGe on guard defending 
J..lnska and Newfoundland (Ib i d , No . 118, 9 I..UG !~3 , iten 3797). 
Encourac;ing Canadians to s how a wntchful int ere st in the Aleutians• 
the Stratford Deacon-Herald of 26 Jul spoke of tho grin task of 
naval nnd air nrns · there without n enti onini:; a .JOSsibl e r ole for 
the Ji:rny (Ibid. , No. 124, 16 J .. uc 43, it en 4226} • 

. -
167 • Meanwhile there had boon growing con;plaints ag ainst 
the policy of keepinc; large nunbem of troops idle in Canada , 
particularly after Mr. Bracken charged in n Toronto address on 2 
Jul that ne..intaininc, the "draftee hono dof onc e a rny11 wa s a "hoax'! 
an-d a waste -of nan-power (Pr ess Index No. 89 , 6 Jul 43 , i t ens 
1664 and 1665, Journal 11Ild Gazotte). Tho Winnipoc Free Press folt 
thnt it would have been nucn nore' to tho point to criticize tho 
keepinc of n ec.rly 200,000 active service troops a t hone (Pre ss 
IndicEBNos 90 and 92, 7 o.nd 9 Jul 43, ito~s 1748 and 1921). Evon 
aft er the landinc s in Sicily pressure continued in Po.rlianem t for 
the grantinc of oxtenc1 cd l oav o t o aid the shortage of non- power 
in industry o.nd acricultur o . Col Rals t on net this by stating on 
21 Jul tha t thoro wns n o such thing o.s a Hone Defonce J..rn y, all 
troops incluc~inc; thoso known n s h ooe defenc e pers onnel wore part 
of the Active J..rny o.nd wore essontio.l to units which had to be 
kept ready to Boot ovontualiti os (Deb ates± 1943 , vol IV, p . 5161). 
The J o urna.l cornont ed that t hos o i")orsonno nirJl't bo in the Active 
l..rny but wore definitely not of it bocauso t hey would no t fight 
nor could t hey be m. de t o f i c;ht wher e the fi ch ting wa s b e inc done 
(Pross Index No . 100, 28 Jul ti3, it en 320.5 ). Tho Le ader-Post 
(R egina} on t ho othor hnnd n~intninod t hat it would n ot be wise 
t o heed the gr eat politi co.l ou tcry in Ontario acainst nnintaininc; 
a considerab l e body of a r nod troops in Co.nnda, all of then 
J,?o tenti a l roinforccnents f or overseas (I b i d , No . 113, 3 Aug 43 , .. 
i ten 3506). It i s inte rostinc; t o no t o "£ii8l' the Prince :~lbert 
Herald conceded it micht be possi b l e to relax defences on tho 
lliantic but asserted it was still t oo early t o do so on the 
Pa?i~ic (Ibid, No. 121, 12 hUG 43 , iten 402~ ). Speaking for 
Dr1t1sh C9 lur1b i a , the Vancouver Sun soonod qui to satisfied that 
danger t o the Vfost Coast had pa.sscd ancl that tho l and f orces 
for d.ofonsi vo p urposes there could. be reduced considerab ly (Pr oss 
Index No . 119, 10 ~UG 43, iton 30 74). Tho Gazette on 7 hUb put the 
question directly 111 .. ro the z onb ios goint; t o Kiska?", and sai d 
with irony, "Tho boys who wouldn't v oluntoor t o chase Italians 
beside tho bnlny Meditorrunoo.n would find thonselvos fightinc a 
stubborn, entrenched Jepiniho chilly J:..rotic" (Ib i d , No. 121 1 12 Aug 
43 , iten 4025). ----

;t.68 . \'\1hon Prine Minister King e.nnouncod in a br oadcas t 
of 21 Aue that Canadians had j o ined with Anoric ans in seizing 
Kiskr.'1 on 15 J .. ug , tho Gqzotto i nnedi o.toly wrote that the last 
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vestigo of tho throat to Canada had been ronovod and ask~d 
"What now - do wo still need a Barris on of Go, 000?" (~, 
No. 131, 24 Aug 43, itens 4688-92 inclusive). Thero was genoral 
deliE2ht that no Japanes e had beon found thoro, althout;h sono 
rena~ks wore passed about Canadians a~ain boins robbed of an 
opportunity t o distincuish thoDselves,~ The :use of N.R.M.J. .• 
troops sone 2500 !Jiles fron Canudats coast at once suggested to 
nany papers that conscription 'V'K) Uld or could b e wi dened to 
European fields*K• While tho Monoton Transcritlt intio.atEJd that 
Canc.dinn uni ts would likely f orn pe..rt of the I outian Defence 
sys ten, the Ottawa Citizen outspokenly contended that there was 
no fu r ther need to naintain Co.nudian divisions whore they \\Ore 
never likely to encounter the onoDy and advocated their active 
enploynont with Anoricans, Australin.ns nnd Now Zealanders in the 
?ncific (Ibi d, Nos 135 and 137, 28 and 31 AUG 43, itena 5097 
and 5212), The Journal very pointedly nsked Vv'.hethor the Canadian 
call-up troops would nove on with tho lu:i.erica.ns when they left 
Kiska (Press Index No. 140, 3 Sep 43, iton 5445). Vancouver paper~ 
were satisfied that Dritish Colunbints f ears of attack fron the 
Aleutians had been ronoved (Ib i d , Noe 147, 11 Sep 43, item 5964, 
Vancouver Sun and Nows-Horalcrr.--
169. ReturninG fron a visit t o the ?acific, Downan of 
tho C .D .c. stated t hat General Mac1\.rthur haL1 told hin he looked 
forward to the day when Canadian soldiers would join hin in 
the South Pacific and that General Bl arJey hoped there would be 
joint Canndian-AustraliOJl action with the u.s. forces (?ress 
Index No. 143, 7 Sep 43 , iten 5655, Vnncouver Province). As 
Canada entered her fifth year of war, Flaherty saw prospects for 
action by the Canadian l\.rny in bo th the Pacific theatre and 
Europe , sug3estins that the next step night be Japanese territory 
(Ibid, iten 5715, Globe and Mail). The Winnipeg Freo Pross, how­
ever; s aid every oye in Canada. was fixed upon Italy (where oper­
ation 11Daytown 11 had b aen l aunched the 'W3ek before) (Ibid. , 15 Sop 
43 , iten 6149 ). Tho Montreal Standard at this tine :rGP'Orted a 
crowing f eolinG that Canadia.11s woulCl. b'o sent from the Italian 
theatre vi a tho Medi t erranean t o t he Asiatic theatre for 
possi ble enp l oynont under Lord Louis Mountbatten , and expr essed 
the opinion that t ho Australi ans would like such a novu (Ibi d , 
No. 156, 22 Sop 43 , iton 6646). -----

170. Ejection of tho Jo.pa.nose fro n tho Aleutians, 
Allied succossos in Europa , and a l essoning of the submarino 
Bonaco woro tho throe reasons civon by Col nalston for a najor 
reduction in tho strengt h of tho m-ny in Canada , an ac tion which 
the Gn.zotto i ru:1odiatoly pr aised a s a stop towar ds a r ealistic 
nilitary policy (Ibi d , No. 150, 15 Sop 43, itons 6147 and 6148 ). 
Tho Ministorts an!iOUiiconont said tho ?th nnd 0th nnd par t of tho 
6th Divisions woro to bo disbanded , t hoir p l ace t o bo taken by 
three brigade groups , and that a "substantial" number of non would 
bo discharged a.nd. returned t o civilian lif o. The Globe and Mai l 
saw this at once as a tacit adnission of ovorexpansi on nnd wrote 
tha t tho grandios El pl an of puttine; a Canadian orny in the field 
had 8 oen abandoned (Ibid , No . 151, 16 Sep 43 , iten 6222). The 
Journal s aid that th0"""8'Xcuso it could not be done so long as tho 
Japanese hold the J:..loutians was nonsense (Ibi d , iten 6223). 

The Windsor Star noted tha t Genoral Pearkes had sent out both 
this expeditro:n-and the one t o Spitsbergen and in neither case 
had a mot been fired (lli2,, No. 133 , 26 Aug 43 , i ten 4892 ) • 

Press Indices 132 133, 134, 135 and 137, 25-28 and 31 Aug 
43 , itens 4863, 4B97, 5008 , 5010, 5094 nnd 5213, Ottawa Citizen, 
Windsor ~' Toronto Tologr n.n, Halifax Chronicle, Ottawa·~ - · 
Journn.l. · 
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171- Tho announcement caused a terrific outburst in 
the United States, whore isolationists and opponents of 
Roosevelt such as John O'Donnell writing in t he New York Dail~ 
News and the Washinr;ton Tinos-Horald no.do it apIJoar that Cana a 
W'a.S""sendinc hor non hono fron tho Piiny (Ibid, i ten 6224, Ottawa 
Ci tizon). Tho tining .. wo.s nos t unfortunate, a.s nows of: tho sot­

·b~ck at Salerno had just arrived ~nd ConGross was debating t he 
bill t o draft fathers. Mos t Canadian ?npors , however, l aid .the 
bl anc for the furore upon t he wordinc of the announcenent and 
f or days t heir c ri ticc::.J. oJ.i torials enpl oyod such phrases as 
"King Governnont GX?orts trou1.J lo", 11a b lundering announcenent", 
11statomont fron o·bto.wa on d isbanding divisions .hisleo.ds oven 
Roosovolttt, "W.I.l.: e failod t o j_)r evont this blnck eye for Canada ", 
"use of tdisbruic1 t was unfortunate 11 •1 

11 tdynanitet for Wa.shington". 
(Pross Indices 152-163 in~lusivo , 17 Sop - 2 Oct 43, itons 6301, 
6304, 6533, 6624 m1d 7096, Gazette, Ottawa JOUl"'!l.al, Telegran, 
Toronto Sta.r, Ednonton Journo.1 ). Tho Winnipeg Free Fross 
tornod ir"Tiaddl od Ene lisli" but doclnr ec1 that tho reason for 
confusion lay beyond tho clunsy wording - nanoly, tho delay 
in offoctint; changes in tho hone def on co e stablishnen ~s in 
ksepinG with the needs of tho tino (Press Indices Nos 155 and 
15G, 21 and 24 Sop 43, itous 6527 and 6794). Tho Ed.Donton Dulletir 
folt thnt thore nicht still be nuisance raids on Canadian coastnr 
connuni ties by carrier-bo..socl pl anes ~.mt that neither Gernany 
nor Japan had ships for an invasion arny (Press Index No. 165, 2 
Oct 43 iton 7232). In ceneral, .however, Canadian newspapers 
evaluated tho r o~sons for tho chanGod policy in accordance with 
their stand regarding conscription for service overseas . 

CANiJ)I ANS IN ITJILY - THE DIVIDED iJlM'l 

172. Meanwhile the public ro:no.inod very nuch in the 
dark regarding tho pr obable us e of tho two cor~s of tho Canadian 
Ji;rny still in England . General ~ .. 1cNaur;hton' s visit t o Sicily in 
Au5-ust had stimulated hopes, however, tha t tho next assignnent 
would involve noro than a single division and its ancillaries, 
his nane again being nentionod as possib le coIJ:Dander of the 
Allied invasion forces (Press Incicos Nos . 136 and 138, 30 Aug 
and i ·sep 43, itons 5100 and 5330~ Windsor Star and Montreal 
Star). There was a s ense of ro li of when th~ttlo for Sicily 
ended with f owor casualties than expoctod , and there was a 
foolinc of pri de thnt tho Canadians had acquitted thenselves well 
in their first sustaineC acti on . Lu Prosse (Montreal ) assorted 
that the Canadi ans were now roudy 1or ~igger operations, while 
Tho Telep,rath-Journal (St,,John).hintod at the pr estige which 
woUld rosUl fron an nrny in action (Pr oss Index No. 144 , 8 Sep 
43, i tons 5749 end 57t~8 ). On the West Coast Philpott wrote 
that Canadi o..ns hoped t heir arny would fiGht "as a single toun, 
not sparo parts". (Ibi c1 , iton 5747 , Vancouver Sun) 

, - -
173. After wavorine for sono tine tho press assunod 
that tho Italian Govornnont had finally decided not to surrender 
inrlediatoly. Its abru~t c api tulation wa s therefore not alto­
Gether expe cted, althouch tho ll.lliod l andinGs in Italy on 3 Sep 
occasioneQ no surprise. Considerab le pror.tlnonce was ·c iven t o the 
part playod by -Oano.dians in tho so l o.nc"':. i nc; operations. (C . M.H.Q. 
file 4/Pross/26: Vfinin Pr eco No. 37, 10 Sep 43). Flaherty re­
narked that in two nonths Canadian troops had thrice invaded 
eneny territory. l'.J.thou@l Washington s pe culated that failure 
to nontion Anerican troops in t he reports nennt they \\Bro poisod 
for another l nnding in Italy, it appears t o have been taken for 
grantod that Canadians would continue to fi ght al ongside the 
Dritish. (Press Index No. 141, 4 Sop 43, itens 5501, 5504 and 
5505, Journal). 
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174. Lntor that autunn there wore vague runours that 
cano.dians night po.rticipo.to in a blow o.i121ocl at tho nalknns. The 
Toronto TeloGrnn re :portod. that Cannd.ion synpathy with Greece gave 
prospect of co-operation in oponinG up this new front.(ibid, No. 
182, 23 Oct L1r3, iten 0246 ). When it becane known that "IDC'"con­
ad.ians were on the Adriatic, the Ednonton Journal on 11 Dec wrote 
"It is just possible, of course , t hat tho Whole arny n ny be 
c.sserab l od and O:i_Jorato a.s n unit in Italy or tho Dalkans" ( C. M.H .Q. 
file 4/?ross/27/2: O.P.I. 195). 

175. As tho Italian canpa i Gn developed, the fortunes 
of tho Cnnadian units involved were followed stop by step with , 
creat interest. Thero was no narkod tendency to repeat tho 
oriticisn nade elsowhoro of t he slowness of the advance in Octobur 
ruic1 Novenb or, o.l th ouc h a.urine o.j;):;::io.r on t lulls pr ess coment s fell 
off noticeably (C.M.H.Q. file 4/ Pr ess/26: Minin Preco Nos" 4 2 
and 45, 15 Oct and 4Nov 43). Tho [;Onoral opinion was that slow 
~roc;ress in Italy prosa5ed JJ.liod ~re-occupation with the opening 
of a Second. Front elsewhere (ibi cl : M:i.nin ? r eco Noe 47, 19 Nov 43) o 

Tho Winnipec; Froo 1?ross of 2f-sGP intorpretod the inclusion of 
Lord Doavorbrook in Kil.'. Churchill's Cab inet o.s an indic ation that 
tho no.in assault fro n tho West wa.s about to be l o.unch ed , but to 
this paper it no loncor no.ttored. whothor or not the Canadian M-r:w 
fornod tho solo spoarhoad. In an earlier editorial of 31 Aue 
this sane Libornl orcan had. writtGn: 

It no.y be hopod that to tho oxporienco now won by 
tho 1st Co.na.di an Division will be add.ad battle ex­
porionco by other fornati ons . W'nothor those fi Ght 
siGo by sido or not is, rel ativ ely spoakinc , unin­
~ortant now. nut their sopo.rato entry into thoatros 
of war d.oos not wholly olininnto an ultino.to hope 
tho.t b oforo t ho war is over , thoy will bo broucht 
toGother , just as tho ol d Co.nadian Corps was united 
in the last war. Dut whothor thoy ar o or not, tho 
na tion will rins to tho talc of t heir nchiovononts 
and their cnllantry o.nd onc o noro tho Canadi an Arny 
will pl ay its groo.t unifyinro r o le as a point around. 
which our national pride can cather frosh stren gth 
and honour. No ono can oxaDeer at e t he f eeling of 
r 0liof that this cours o is to be followed . Nobody 
denands unnocossnry bl ood.shod f or the sako of pros­
ti co e.t hono or ab r oad. . nut it is o.. f act that the 
l onG inaction of the Cano.di an Ji:rny was the caus e of 
criticisn and dissension a t hone . Its Gradual go i nc 
into action now under conditi ons adnirab ly adapt ed 
t o nini~zo losses is sone thinG which far outweighs 
t ho po ssi blo advant o.c e t o tho nation of any i nsi "' ·tence 
that our arny should be used a ltocother or not at all -

(Press Indox ,unn.unberod and undat ed but 
pr esunab ly 1 Oc t 43, itens 7157 and. 
7161, Free Press ) ... 

176. Gen er a l satisf action grootod the am1ounconE:mt 
towards t ho en d of Novor:ibor 1943 that a l ar ge body of Cana dian 
roinforcanonts, including arnourod units, had lo.nd.ed in Italy 
o.nd would b o no r g od with fornations already fi ghting there to 
f orn a. Cma.di an Corps ':lldo r a Canadian cor.10and.er. Al though in­
fornation was scanty, it was at once inter p reted to nean that 
thoro had urri vo d anothor Canadian division, probab ly arnoured 
thus r educ~ns tho nunbor l oft in EnGl and t o such proportions tha t 
the nocossi ty 'ibr on o.rny headquarters car;io into question*, 

~ Pross Indices Nos 209 and 211, 24 and 26 Nov 43, itens 31,5~~ 
3161; 3338 o..nd 3341, Gazette , Toronto Tol e~ran and Montreal 
Stur , -
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The Windsor star cor.mentocl the.t "Droans of an arny in the field 
were evanesc~and inpractical in the first place - now ~ave 
cone down to reo.lities" {Pross Index No. 212, 27 Nov 43, iten 
3404). NUDerous odi tors assertecl thnt the rumouncoment definitely 
no..rked the fino.l abo.ndonnon-b of tho ::1lnn to maintain a full arrJ.y 
establishnent overseas*. 

177. Tho quostion of onploynont of' tho ronainodor of 
the forcos -at once cane to the fore. 

Now wo aro to havo in action a corps of two 
divisions; in t ho l ast war we had four ••• No 
doub t t he other thre e divisions will b e used 
elsewhere when the riGht tine cones, and will 
equa lly distincuish then s olves. Dut what of 
our arny headquarters? 'Who.t of our lines of 
cor..10.unicati on and base troops? ••• scores of 
officers have boon pronoted to high rank to 
fill places in tho arny or 6anization. What of 
then? JJ:e they to cool their huols in Ens land 
for tho balcmc o of the vmr, frustrated and 
disn;ii)ointod? · 

{Ibid, WinnipeG Free Press, 30 
Nov 43 ) 

Sayinc that the Canadian· Governnent would now have to decide 
whothor th0 naintonanco of an o.rny staff was goinG to be 
nocessury, o.. pr airie newsDaper hinted that Dritish units night 
be c rouped under Cruw.dian connand (Ibid; Saskatoon S.tar-Phoonix, 
24 Nov 43). J .. French-lnno;uaco dailv on tho contrn.ry wrote that tt} 
c ~nadiens, on ceneral, ~r6fereront voir combattrd l our troupes 

on un corps d t arnee distinct que fondues dans dos uni~e s anc ­
lai ses 11 (Ibid : Le Droi t, 23 Nov 11. 3) • -
178. Runours of tho r etirenont of Gonoral McNaut;h ton 
began at once {Press Indox No. 210, 25 Nov 43 , iten 3260, 
Gazette). Ono correspondent said it soonod nunlikely the arny 
ovorsoas would oper at 0 as u conpl 0t e unit for sane tine , if 
over" (Ibid, No. 212, 27 Nov 43, iten 7406 , Marshall in the 
Windsor-star). Tho Toronto Star f elt tha t the necessity for an 
arny connnnu er had boon rodu'CO"d";" if not elininated, and it was 
probable no new ar IJY chief woul be naned (Ibi d , iten 3407). 
According to the Vancouver Province, a roporr-"Was already 
circulating in Pacific Cormand that the arny overseas would be 
roorcanized {Ibid , iten 3408 , Ottawa Citizen). Ross Nbnro ~as 
s·till of the O:P'iilion that the Canadi an J~rny was not gains to con­
fine itself to one field and he predicted. "it nay make oven 
greater cor.'.lfilitnents in a second-front canpaiQl in ' Western Europe 
t han in the Mediterranean theatre" (Ibid, No. 211, 26 Nov 43, 
iten 3343 , Montreal ~). ~ 

1?9. Wh en t ho announcenont of General McNauf;}:l tonts 
retirenent was mo.de on 26 Dec , it was officially di sclosed for 
t ho first tino tha t General Crora.r was in coITJ.and of the 
CanQdian Corps in the Mediterranean { C .M.H.~ , file 4/Press/27/2: 
O.P.I. 196 , Citizen, 27 Doc 43 ), The WinnipoG Free Press had 
assunod this a.ppo1ntr1ent in an .editorial of 30 Nov, apparently 
based upon a report· by Munro printed by tho sOLJ.e paper on 24 
Nov {~: Froo Pross, 30 Nov 43). The Ottawa Citizen promptly 

ii C.M.H.QI. ··file ..t/Pross"/27/2: · O.P .I. 193, The Moncton bai!y 
Times , 26 Nov, The Standard (Montreal), 27 Nov, a nd The 
rnlardian ot' t h P. r!i1 l f' 10.h !=i 'r'l nt.t.o+:rmm 1 T'l o,... 11"A · \ 
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hinted t hat ho night r eturn to England to t ako over tho post of 
lU:ny Cor.J.Dandor (Press Index No. 237, 2G Doc 43, iton 473G). Dack 
in Ottawa, Col RGlston without spocifyin£ nanes pr edicted that a 
p0r nanont successor to Gonor al McNaughton would bo a:;?pointed and 
ho told n owspnpernon that tho fact t hat one cor i)s was in Italy was 
no roason f or tho Cnnncli an J.:rmy not ope rating as such (C. M.H.Q. 
file 4/ Pr e s s /27/2: O. P.I. 204 , Citi zen, 27 Dec 43). Tho MinisterY s 
announcenont t hat it would function as an nr ny under Gene r al 
Eis enhower strenc thencC. the belief that a nUD.ber of Dri ti sh 
divisions would be a dded , civinc it a cor~osite charact er f or the 
Europe an inva sion. Cubl os fron London su Q3est ed t hat without then 
t he Cn.nndian fJIJ.Y coul ci. scarc ely function a s an arny .... it r equire d 
either a. con:;_) l ot o Dritish corps or a conposite Canadian-Dri tish 
cor ps t o Opera.t o with t ho ot her Canadian cor ps a s a proper arny 
fornation. It was also f or ecast tha t Gener al Montgomery's !J:rn:y 
Group Vl.Duld include one Dritish J.:rny and the Canadi an Ju:ny. 
(Ibi d : G~zo tto , 29 Dec 43). --
180. Tho nost bitter condennation of past policies was 
contained in a Globe and Mail editorial on ti tlod "The Dattle f or 
t he Stripes". Thi s oontondOd that "tho .Defense Minister, aided 
and· abetted b y the per n anent force", had set out to create an 
all-Canadian lJ:D.Y of eight divisions plus at l east two arny tank 
briGades and necessary ancillaries. It a r gued that the plan had 
failed because Canada could not provide the r einforcencnts t o 
nnintain it in action, nnd tho d i spatch of t ho di vi s i on to Sicily 
was d escribed as "tho b r eaking poi nt for t he s tubbor n insistonce 
of a Cano.dian arn y, self-suffici en t and sover e i gn"• FindinG 
further proof in c1isbandnont of the 11opor ationu1. 11 divisions in 
Cano.do., t ho oditori nl askod : 

What does it nattor whore and with whon the se cond 
cor ps fi ghts so l one as it f i t;h t s well, with t he 
s ane skill and t enaci ty t he f ir s t cor ps h as di s ­
played in Ita l y? Wha t can i t adu t o t he pr estige 
thoy aro winning f or Conruia t o h ave a c onposi t e 
/J.lied f orce go i nt o bat t l e unde r the title of the 
First Canadi an ~rny? Gener al McNau€;11. t onts r es i gna­
tion and t ho r cor gruli zation it ent ails givo t he 
op~ortunity t o break wi th t ho pas t a.nd clear away 
t he debris . · 

(C. M.H.Q. 4/ Pr ess/27/2: O.P.I. 
201, Glob e and Mail, 28 De c 43) 

C OI'.ll~ontinc on t he rei nfor cGnent s sont t o Italy and t he s evere 
casualti es suffer ed t horo , a politically independent New 
Dr unswick paper said : 

Probably t he Canadians will b o c ontinued i n servic e 
i n Italy and per haps t he units now in Engl and nay 
j oi n t hen t here ••• It i s possib l e t ha t t hey Day b o 
dr awn out of I t aly and becono ~art of t he spear head 
dir ected a gainst tho Nazi fortificati ons i n wes t er n 
Europe . 

(C. M.H .~ . f ile 4/ ? r e ss/27/3: 
O. P .I. 221, St. John Tel egr aph­
J ournal, 29 Dec 43 ) 

The i~ea of t he corps in I t al y r oturninc t o fill the 3ap in t he 
C ano.~ian i"iXrJ.y, howev EJr, wns treat ed very lightly by Manitoba• s 
len~ing paper, wi:ich r one..rked i n pe.renthosi s t hat i t was "an 
unlikely pr oc eedinc uncler pr esent c i rcuns t anc es" {Ibi d : Winnipe i:; 
Free Pr es s , 29 Do c 43 ). --- j 
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PiJtT V: PUDLIC 1..TTITUDE TOWPJIDS 
HEUNION OF THE Cl.Nl~DIJlN Jilll.VIY 

181. The rotirenont of Gener al McNauchton created at tl" .. 
beGinninc of 1944 the utoost confusion in public opinion r ecard­
inr; the future of Cunada ts nilitary forces overseas. There had 
boon no newspaper calls for his disoissal and nost editors who 
prais ed tho inportant services ho had r ondorod wore far frora 
con ton t t o accept tho officinl ex:;_Jl onation of ill-health. In 
c;enoral it was seen to be connoctod with th e collap se of the 
oric;innl lJ l an f or a se:!_)arat e Canadian 1 .. r ny ancl t here was a c roat 
donl of outspoken corrr1ent on stories of disaereenent with General 
Montconery on that point (C . Nr.H . Q, . file 4/Press/26 : Minim Pre co 
No. 4 3, G J an 44 ). Obvi ously, t he Opposition was goinG to press 
t he Governnont for f urthe r infor mation . Meanwhile the country 
had no cloar idoa of t ho part its J..;rny w~s intended to play in 
the forthcominG a ssault upon Europe . It soenod ironic that at 
tho vory tine when tho JJ.lies woro announcinc. t he ir invasion 
chiefs tho Canadian J.rey lost its f ounder and wa.s pl aced undar 
a ton~orury coonnndor who ndnittodly would not bo its l oader in 
battle. Undorlyinc; such queries a s who would ovontually conmnd, 
what would bo tho sizo and conpositi on of his forcos, whon and 
whore would they bo used , was tho bnsic question whether they 
would operate in tho invasion us a distinct CanJdi an a roy. 

182. Indicative of tho cr owinc confusion in public 
thouGht about t hose issuos , one Conservative papor in coom.ontinr 
on the a~~ointnont of Lt-Gon Sinoncs to cori1and a Canadi an corps 
wrote: 

If, o.s so ens pr oba.b l e , ono Canadian Corps is to 
operat e in Italy and the other in the western 
off ensive, it rny bo thnt no pernnnont successor 
t o General McNnuc;hton will b e nanoc1. There is 
litt l e need for an o.rny corm.und er if tho aroy 
doos not fic:ht ns such . 

(C. M.H. ,:./, . filo 4/ Pross/2?/3: 
O.P .I. 238, Victori a Coloni s t, 
2 Fob 44 ) 

One Ottawa. nows~n:;;rnr i n a skinc why t he arny had b oen cli vidod 
even went so f e..r ns to assuno tha t t hr ee Cruia.d ian di visions 
had boon sent t o Ita ly (ibi c : O.P .I • . 23,, Citizen, February 1944i 

. -
183 . Many of t hos o n isunct0rst andinc;s wer e clarified by 
Col Ral s t on when ho ~ave ~nrlianont on 11 Fob a very det ailed 
explan o.tion of t ho aroy orcani zntion over seas . He did not say 
whether or not tlw Ce.no.c:i ans in Italy ni ch t be brought back as 
f or nations t o rejoin those l oft in Enc l and , but ho :oade it quite 
clear that t hero was no i ntenti on of cli sbandinc the arn y head ­
quarters there . ( Debates ~ 1944 , vol I , pp 411-416). Later, when 
ll'tr. T .c. Dou13l as (Weyburn twic o nskod hin why tho on tire 
Ca.no.dinn Aroy had not boon s ont to Italy, Col Ra lston stated that. 
such a stoJ? would not have b oen pos s i b le un de r oxistinc concli ti on~ 

rulG A.Cain defonded the policy of battle innocula tion by doGr GGS 
(ib~d , pp .514 , 516- 519 ). 

184. hS a r e sult of those ninisterinl statenents, press 
exci t onent over Goncrel McNnuchton rs retirenent to sone ext ent 
subsi c1ecl (C.M.H.Q, . file 4/ Press/26 : Nti.nim Preco No • .51.5, 17 Fob 
44 ). The Vancouver Sun , for exanple , wrote that Col Ralston had 
disposed of "the hysto rical cry of certain Canadi ro.1 newspapers n 
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that the Canadian ar1~ wo.s n ot an a rcy a t a ll but a 11:myth1
,
1

, as t r .' 
Ottawa Journnl put it- . Cab linc fron London on 16 Fob , howovor, 
Shapiro attributod G.Jnoral McNauchtonts illness dir e ctly to 
chagrin a nd di s appointnont over tho break-up of the J.~DY. HG sm•1 
the win tor of 1942-,t3 o.s tho crisis in tho General's p l e.ns when 
thG Governnont at hono wo.s boinc procded about its military polir 
at Hone Kon e and Dieppe aru'.t ~bout t ho absence of Canadian form­
ations in J .. frica. Doscrib in:~; how Ottawa pr essed to send troops 
to tho Mediterranean until eventua lly a c orps wa s built up ther e, 
Shapiro wroto: 

In Enc~land Gen McNnuchtonts f anous clacsg er has 
boc one nor o of a handlo than a b lado .,. 

No spearhead woulC. be t hese Canadian troops. 
The c onoral's b r avo words of 194 1 wor e a 
hollow l auc h in 1944 . 

(Ibid : O .P~I. 229~ Gazette, 17 Feb 4~· -
13,5. Finally , on 20 Mar 44 , Col Ralston announced in 
the Comons the o.l.):;?Ointnent of Lt-Gen Cr er a r t o command the Fir st 
Canadian f.:rny (Debat es , 1 94Lr1 vol II, P • 1 625). The pr e ss Gave 
instant a11:;?roval in nunor o us r eviews of his career. Sayinf,; that :P 
renov od 11tho political a.ynru:rl to lurkinc ben eath the rec ent retir e-, 
nent", Shapiro wrote fr on London t hat tho fate of the Canadian 
1.:rm:y or c anization had hunc; in the bal ance while his ability a s -a 
corps connander was boinc t est Gd by Dritish superiors in Italye 

I 

An adverse r eport would probably havo neant 
dissolution of tho Canadian J.:rny and r e ­
orc Qniza tion of tho Doninion ts second- front 
troops under Dritish Arny c oI'.lIIl.o.nd . Such an 
eventu a lity c oninc in tho wake of General 
McNuuc hton•G retirement and coincidental with 
the e l ovati on to c;onoral rank of threo Dritish­
born Canadiruis - Sinonds, Foulkes and Kitchinc -
nicht hav o caused a first-class political 
exp l osion in Cannde.. . 

Early this nonth a f avour nb lo r eport wa s r e ceived 
on Gen Cr orar ' s capc.ci ty ,., s a fio l d com nder. 
o ttnwa t s di l enna was resolved and dire ction of 
the Canadi an J .. rny was est ab lished a t l as t on a 
permanent basi s . 

( C. M. H. •1, . file 4-/Pr ess /27 / 6: 
O. I.) . I. 2.52, Gazette , 21 Mar 
LJ.4 ) 

106 . Ln editorial in tho Gazotto of 21 Mar said that 
t ho · only unc ertain factor renaininc was just what troops would 
f orn ~he other .corps necessary for hin t o tako a two-Corps 
Canadian Arny into a ction. 1 .. 1 t e rna.ti vos wore oi th or to b rinc 
back t he 1st Canadian Cor~s or add a corps of Dritish or United 
Nations troops . Fron repeat ed statonents by Col Ralston that the 
CE.l.Ilc'ldian divis i ons would be used. when and. where they we r e nos t 
needed, the odi torial concluded t hat the Allied Hi c h Comc.nd wou~r 
prob ab ly decide upon tho disposition of the 1st Canadian Corps . 

ii C. M.H. Q. fi l e 4/Press/ 27/6 : O,P . I . 272, Vancouver Sun, 18 
Fob 44. Further oxan, l es a r e found in c . M.H.Q. fil8'4/Pross/ 
27/3 : o . P . I . 2}3~ r:i;:ie ~ender-Post (Ro8ina ), 14 F Gb and o.P.I . 
214 , Gazette, 16 .Hoo 44 . See a l so C. M.H. Q, . file 4/Pr e ss/27/4 : 
O. P . I , 249, Citizen , Vancouver Province and Toronto Tolegran, 
all of 17 F eb' "44. ' 
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/.n Ontario paper acr oed but added the cor.EJ.ent that no iI::ir.lodia t o 
decision was expected. (Ibid: o.P.I. 255, Gazette, 21 Mar , ann 
The Pot orborouc;h Exo.ninor~ Hc~r 44). Toronto f s norning po.per , 
on tho other hruld, concontro.t od upon tho second alternative. 

Ex1) l r.no.tory cormonts on tho ch~mi:-; os nako tho 
confortinc assuranc e that the policy of koopinG 
tho C c..n:~c inn ovorsous arny in a socr oGatod con­
part nont ha.s lJoon finally a1J and.onod . J .. pparen tly 
in t ho aJ?~Jro Rchint:: o:i_:ier ations Lt-Gon Crorar will 
co:onand. un arny whi ch i n addition t o t ho throe 
Canndian divisions of our 2nd Corp s will contain 
at l oust two Dritish divisions. 

(Ibi d : Globe and Mail, · 22 Mar 44) -
187. As D Day drew near it boc c..no obvi ous that the 
1st Corps wo.s not t;oinc; to r eturn t o Ebc;l and t o take part in the 
assault. Dy May r eports of runours nr1onc the tro ops in Italy 
sur~ostod that sono niGht ~o t o southern France nnd sone to 
Durna, but one of the nost conuon was t hat a division nit;llt bo 
sent to ·1 .. ustralia (Press Clip~) inc No. 9690 , The Sudbury Star, 3 
Moy 44). To one of his invasi on units in Drit ain General Cr or ar 
sugGostod that 11i t would bo ha:p:;? i or" if o.11 Co.nadi an troops wer e 
tocether insteo.d of b einc 11sprend about ci. bi t 11 ; but , he a ddod, 
nit would be very unhappy indood if by any insi stenc o t hat wo 
fiBht only t ocether the wo.r ended without nn op:portunity on our 
port of contributin(; i n a.n i n:porto.nt c1oc;r eo t o tho nilitary 
vie toryn (ibi d : No. 2606 , Toronto Stc.r, 18 M:..y 44) . - -
108·. When the no.in nssnult upon Europe finally took 
:;_) l ace the exact extent to which Cc.nadio.n forces were involved 
was not disclosed f or sono tine , but there was unconce aled pridn 
tho.t the y forned part of the spearhead . It was all-inpo rtf.l.Ilt 
that t heyw oro b ei nc used whor e nost eff ective, and t o the 
Gc.zotte of 8 JUn it seonod of snnll account whether Cana.dian 
s'oidiors Wero fi ch t inc as an arr:w , as · a cor ps, or a s separate 
divisions. (Pross Clippinc No . 3671 ). Novortheloss , t here was 
universal acclai B when early in AuGust it b ecano known that t he 
First Canadian J..:rny under General Cror ar had taken up un 
operational role in Fro.nee. At t ho sar.10 tine , several pap ors 
pointed out t hat althouch corma.nded by a Canadian and with a 
Canadian ·hoadquartors it c ould by no noans b u consi dorod all­
Canadian. Tho Go.zotto of 9 J-..uc ca lled it "a new conposite arny" 
and observed that only two Canadi an divisions v.B r e known to bo 
in France (Press Clippinc; No . 5692 ). Shapiro and Munro both 
stressed in t heir di spatches that Dritish units wore included, 
causinc, t ho Ottawa J ournal of 10 Au r, t o venture t o sucgest that 
there woro not noro CGn~dian troops there than Gen eral Currie 
had in the First World War (ibid, No. 57 63). Do t ailinc the 
probabl e conposition of t he arrij, the Ednonton J ournal of t hat 
same date hi nted t hat Dritish divisions had already f ouc,ht in 
the 1st Canadi an Corps in Italy and concluded that "once all g aj r 
battle oxporicnco ••• no Dritish oor p s or division could e ver recI 
service in ti."!o Fir-st Canadi c.n f...:r r:J.y-" (ibid, No, 6057) • In an 
odi t ori ul dc.ted 16 11..u:; , t he Toronto TOIOGran coflpl ained that t he 
pattern of official inforr::a tion seonod i ntended t o nacnify t ho 
character of Canadian participati on b y inprossinG the fact that 
t here was a Canadi an J,;rmy in t ho f i elQ and t o show r eluctanc e to 
admit that British mid Polish troops were part of it (ibi d ). 
When it later l earned that troops of t he Netherlands aiiU1'3elguim 
hnd o.l so been pl ac ed under corm'.:'ncl , this s ane Conservative or r,an 
wrote with sarcnsn: 
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1rhe Dutch, Dolc i a.ns, Polos o.n cl Dritish will 
doubtless pr ovide t heir own r einforcenents. 
If our ovvn r oinfor c onont s f nll down perhaps 
s one French, Anori c an or Dro.zilian uni ts can 
bo added t o nako up t ho stron c th. 

(Pross Clipp inG No. 6146, 
Tolec r an, 21 Au 44) 

Thero soGns to have boon no pross aGitation to b rine about re­
union of the lst Co.nadian Cor p s with tho 2nd, however, and t here 
is little newspaper evidence t o sueGos t tha t the public showed 
very nuch a ctive inte r est . 

109. Tho cosnopolitan n atur o of tho First Canadian 
JJ:rJ.Y, on the ot her hanc1, roiJeat edly b ec ar:ie the sub j ect of 
connent. When it bocano known th l1.t a Czochoslovn.kian Group anc.:. 
American troops had boon o.ddod , tho Ottawa Citizen wrote of 
"Our Polye;lot J.:rny". noss Munro t er ned it lithe most intornati 0r ~ · 
arny of this war 11 • Shapiro likened it t o the French Forei gn 
Locion and ronarkod that "Canadi an troops ce rtainly do not 
poss e ss a votinc.; IJ.ajori ty in their own ar:rJ.y 11 • (Press Clippinc; 
No. 8026, Citizen , 1 Nov 44 ). Followin5 nany stories and 
cartoons which dubbed t ho First Canadian Arny as 11Crorart s 
International Dricad e", Dof one e Headquart e rs issued on 14 Nov 
a b rief sta t enent on tho disposi ti on of Canadi an forces which 
exp l ained the intecra.tion · of L.llied ar n s (Pross Clipping No, 
0349, Gazette, 15 Nov 44 ). 

190 . Durinc October t ho papers Gavo full attention to 
tho controversy ovor tho char cos l ni d b y Major Connie Snytho 
t ho ~Jrovious .m.on th that Cana di o.n r einf or cononts ·were "creen, i n--· 
experienced -nnd poorly tro..inod 11 (Pross Ind ox No • 463, 22 Sep 
4-L~ , i ton 6367, Journal). Co l Rc..lston t s visit t o tho troops ovA~ 

soa s was lmown to bo conne cted with t h o r e inforc ement question? 
nnd t ho dr nnntic n ews of his r osicnation on l Nov overshadowed· 
all olse . J.r:ionG tho no.ny nrticlos which resulted, one by F . C. 
Mears fron Ottawa contained tho f ollowing paraGI'aph : 

It was credibly re ported that tho pl an contenpla t ed 
by tho Pri ne Minis tor is t o reduce , i n effect , 
Canada's n ilitary participat i on in the decisive 
op erations i n th o Low Countri es and in Ita ly by 
roducinc; t ho size of Canada ' s divisions , pulline 
the non out of the line and Givinc theso hard 
pressed troops a rest . This i s to bo the a lt er­
n ative t o 1)rovidinr~ adequate r oinforcer:ients ••• 

(?ross Cli~ping No . 001 6 , , 
Gazett e , 2 Nov 44 ) 

Without vouchin , for t heir accuracy, the Journal on 6 Nov al.so 
11.C.de r e ference to these 11disturb inc t a l es " about fi ghting a 
11 so~ter 11 war - a solution to the r einforcenent prob l en by seein r 
t o it tha t there WJro f ewer non in action t o be r einforced 
( Pr~ss Clipping No , 0123)1 

191 . In s pi te of t hese runours, the possibility of a 
conple te withdrawal of Canadians from I t aly does not appear to 
hav e been c ivon any attention by the press during the winter 
months tha t followed . No on e so ons to h av e advocat ed s uch a 
pr op?sal ove~ in the heat ed debates on reinforcer:ients during the 
s pecial parliar.1ont ary sos sion of Nover.1bor. Assi gned by The 
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Canadian Pross to write a story on what the Canadian troops 
thought o·f renaininG in the Italian t heatre, DouGlas How said 

. tha.t they wore "rosi~ne d to tolorato another winter in Italy" 
{Press Clippine No. u.5.50, Journal, 2 Jan 45). 

192. In 1~,rch tho conpo sition of tho First Canadian 
li:rrry ac ain cano unClor discuss~on when Sir Junos Gri eg ~oclured 
in tho Dri tish Houso of Coru.:1ons that "at tho present tine" two ... 
thirds were Unitou Kincc1on troops () Sir::rultaneously, the Dailt 
Telo0ra~h (Lond on) cla inod thor o should b e a chnnc o of nanoo 
ensure ritish troops their fair sha;ro of publicity (Press 
ClippinG No. L1r22.5, Gazette , 7 M:ar L'r.5). The Toronto Tologra.n of 
7 May at onc e ac;r oea and· ~minted to Mr •.. Kine 's insistence up on / 
the tern "JJic lo-J.JJ.oric an-Canadi nn" with r efer enc e to Sicily 
(ibid, No, 47 29 ). L.l thour;h Def onc e Hondqua rtors issUod a l.50-
w~staterent sayint; t ho First Oone..dian J..roy was neoe.ssa.rily 
flexible, newspapers fdrcit ly oxpr e ssod then s elves on the 
question for the bnlc.nco of tho nonthe Jil;J.ong then one so.id: 

••,it is· tho f ault of those Tin hic;h p lace st who 
dia.···n.ot follow the Cc.nadi an puttorn of the l ast 
war and see to it t hat we ho.d a conpact, distinct­
ively Canadian force desii~nod to fit in with 
Canada's ability to su~p ly troops for such a force , 
Not with the Canadians who ar o fi [;b.tinc in Italy 
would we have on tho Western Front sufficient non 
and sufficient reserves and reinforccnents to nain­
tain a full-sca l e nrny in t h e fi eld• 

(Pr ·ass C)J.ppihG No. 44.50, Editorial 
Of The Halif~x ~erald revroduood 
b y · the Ottawa di.£izon, 17 Mar 4.5) 

19 3. On 3 fi:p r Ross Munro b oean a dos patch with the 
wor ds "Together once mor e a s an arny" anc, in it -wrote t hat 
111-..11 Canadian infnn try and arn.ourod f ormations again are under 
Gen Cr er arts conr;ia;nc1, a s well as sono Driti13h troops; but \ihe 
l a tter ar e in the ··m.nority1t (Pr oss Clippi:t113 Noe 4007; Gazo;t,t o 1 
LI,. J-..pr 4.5)., This c aused t ho Otte.wa Ci t izon of .5 A';r to a sk for 
i nf or nation a~.)out t h:i 1st Cenadian Di v ision - "until r ec ently 
understood t o be i n ::: t aly" (i;Jid , No . 4034 ). Tha t s ane day in 
Pnrlianont, Mr . J~G• Diofonbakor (Lake Centre ) expressed the 
hope "that in t he n e[lr f uture Carrn.de.. ' s ov erseas f orce s will b o in 
truth o. Co.nadi nn .t.:rr:v , and t hat t ho non cf Canada will b e unit ed 
t ocether in ono corp ::i " ·(Dobat os, 194.2,1 vol I, p • .579). To this 
s pooch the J ournal o: 6 Apr Gavo the caption "Wants Cana dians in 
Eur~pe , It aly Firlit ns 0 ..:10 Forc e " (Pr oss Clippinc; No . 487-0). 

194.. Those r a ther obvious hints f ollowing s o rru.ch 
public concern over th o varied conpo sition of tho Canadian Arny 
suc~ost that,- althou~~ tho qu estion of r eunion h ad received 
practically n o press at tention since oarly in l 944 p there was a 
l a tent desir o t o soo : t a coonpli sh od . Tho popularity of tho 
novonont was anply donons t rat od by nun or ous r eport s and crlitori als 
in vari ous newspapors when tho arri v al of t ho l s t Canadi an Corps 
in Holland Wa;3 fi-no.lly announced on 23 Ji.Pr 4.5 {See Press Clippint;s 
Nos .5286 and _.5?96 , Ottawa Oitizel!.. ru.;d No • .5391, Toronto Te l egram, 
24 Apr 45). With regard to the ti!illng of the rel ease of infor~ 
mation, . one ~beral pa?er renar ked t hat 11It would h ave been 

_ ... / di s turbine t 6 t he Canadi an pu !J lic t o hav o been t ol d tha t it had 
been ·-arranged. t o t ransf er t ho l st Cana di an Corps t o t he West 
front a t t hv t ine when nany peopl e were conc er ned ov er t he report ed 
shortal$e of r ei nforcenents 11 (Pr ess Clippinr, No . .53-7 3 , Citizen, 25 
A:pr 4.5). 



... 64 -

195. In discussinB the natter during a political 
broadc ast d elievored shortly uftor VE Duy, Maj-Gen Pearkes n ado 
the followinG charge: 

The s tark truth is thus r ev eal ed. t hat t h o vet er ans 
of t ho c anpni c n in Sici ly and. Italy wor e transferred 
to northwe st Europe t o nako up the deficiencies in 
tho truinod nen in t he hone def enc e a.rn y tha t n i ght 
h ave b oon s ent fron CnnClda . 

(Pr e i s Clippinc No. 5357, 
Ga z ott e , 12 May 45) 

Pr onp t d oniul c a.no fron Gono r a l McNnuc.h t on i n his Rac i na speech 
of 15 May (ib i d , No , 5899 , Jo urna l, 16 May 45). Dy tha t tine, 
however, popular inte rest in tho Canadi an f orce s ovorsoas had 
shifted to tho prob lon of 'Jrincing t hen hon e anct propo.rati ons 
f or tho c1ofoat of J apan wor e b oconi ng the doLJ.inant i s sue, 

Pl.RT VI; PUDLIO PRESSURE HEGJiRDING 
THE C..'lNJJH .l'.N J'RN!Y P J~CIFIC FORCE 

196. Long b efore the cap i ·tula tion of Ger many ~here had 
l:Bn period ic c"'.onand s in t ho pr ess and Pnrli anont for nor e a ctive 
participa tion b y Canada in t ho war ac o.ins t J apan .11 Until tho 
Kiska exp edition tho :oai n co nc er n in this respect was def Emco , 
but reorgo.niza tion of t ho 6t h Divis i on t h oroaft or into bric;ado s 
sinilor to 11 t ask f orces" or "conba t t oans" was t aken as o. shift 
t o tho offensive spirit. This wa s t he then e of an a rticle by 
Flaherty unti tlod 11Ca.mdi an ·Troops To.i l or od f or Specific J ob in 
Pacific" (Pr es s ClippinG No . 4562, Van couver Pr ovinc e , 11 Dec 
43). Nor nan MacLood of t ho Dritis h United Pr ess also be gan a 
s erie s of articles on tho i nportant r o l e Canada would pl ay i n 
new of fons ives acai ns t Japan (ibi d , No . 8C o0 , The Hanilton 
Sp octa t or, 25 Oct 43). ~ 

197. Wh en Pnrli0L1on t no t Mr . H.C. Groen on 10 Feb 44 
u r c;ed th e Gov em nent t o send N.n . M. L. . troop s t o f i r)lt 11 ei t hor 
bosi do t ho J,.ustra.linns and Now zoal nndo r s i n the South l:'a cific 
or bosi do Anor ic ans i n t he Cent r o.! Paci f i c " (Debat es , 1944, 
vol I, p. 3.50). Lat er, news that twenty Cano.di an offl.C Elrs h ad 
b oen a tt o.chod t o Enp i ro and United Stnt os forces in the Southwe st 
Pa. cific wns t aken a s a v ory de f i n i t e indi cation t ho.t Canada would 
~lay her pa rt in t ho f innl. defo a t of Japan (Pr oss Clipp i nG No . 
u230, The Capadi un Ob sorvor (Sarni a ), 1 Lpr 44 ). The r o apparently 
was little ncita tion t o d i s c over t ho for n and ext ent of hor in­
tondod contribut ion , however , until t ho s e cond. Queb ec Conf ur en co 
in Sept ember 1944 . Charle s Dishop t hen wr ot e fro n Ot tawa, 11I t 
i s t aken f or Gr ant ed horo t ho.t Canadi an pa rticipo.tion in tho 
Japanoso wo.r will be confined , very larGoly to .Air Forc e and · 
Naval unit s , vd.th a n inir.run of J .. r ny units " fPr oss Clippinc; No , 
G84~, Wimii pog Tribune , 14 Sop 44 ). 

190 . Much spoculution arose from ?resident Roos ev ol tt s 
s t a t o:GDnt a t t ho end of t he conf oronc o t hat Canadi an s would 
fi Gh t alonc~sid o United States troops all the wa y a crn ss the 
Pacif ic. Soon aft orwo.rd s the Canad i an Ri ch Co:rJQ.iss i oner t o 
J.us tra lia (Mr . T .c. Davis ) in wclcorrl. nG the Canadi an Radar De t a cb ·­
nent addr essed them as "t he first Cnnad i nn sol d i e rs t o sot foo t 
on J.u s t r alian soil" .. wor d s which sono coon.en t o.t ors inter pr et ed 

.. 

• See paragr aphs 93 , 101, 112, 137, 149 and 163 to 169. 
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as a hint that they were tho vancunrd of a Co.nadinn Pacific fi:,rny. 
Nevertheless, it was conerally abl'eod that no large scale movenent 
of troops t o the Pacifio would truce place until the wa r in Europe 
ended. The Gaze tte on 20 Sep r enarked "When that tine oomes, it 
is b oliovod Canada will put into t ho ?ncific thoatro a corps con­
:;;iosea. , perhaps, of two or throo c1-ivi s i ons 11 (Pr oss Clippings Nos. 
7059 and 7060 , Wi ndsor Star end Gazette, 20 Sop 44 }. A mor e 
accurate estinate was nado by Kenneth Cracg , who wrot e on 7 Oct 
t hat arny forc es would approxiI11ate a division with ancillaries, 
tho whole totallinc nbout 30, 000 troops (Press Clippinc No. 7420 1 
Globe and Mail, ? Oct 44). 

199 . Of GTont or interest t ho.n t ho sizo of t ho force was 
t ho nothod of selection. Would N .R . M ..... troops bo sont fron 
Cano.do. or, a s charc;ed by Mr. W.E . Rowe o. t a political aee tinG in 
Toronto, would the wo:r ac;cinst Jupo.n bo wagod "only to tho l ast 
Canadian now fi{jhtinc in tho EuropoGJl war?" (ibi d , No. 729;, .5 
Oct 4L",. ). Fron tho i ndofini to answers t;i von b y""'COI' Ralston to 
such questions by tho troops in Italy durinc; his tour thor o, it 
was assune d that covor nnont policy he.a. not yet boon dEJtorainod, 
but his r enarks on donobilizati on i nplied that N.R.M.h. troops 
would not bo usod (Pross Clippincs Nos . 7277 and 7772, Toronto 
Telogran , 3 and 30 Oct 44 ) • J . A. Huno r o:portod fron Ott awa a 
suggestion that these non could bo used as Canadi an ~roy Of 
occupation troops in Gornnny and J apan , t,hus allowinG overseas 
non to bo denobilized first (ibi c 1 Nos. 7934 Rnd 793.5, Citizen, 
27 and 20 Oct 44 ). 

200, Tho nain dosito of t ho. press at t he·-tine secns t o 
have been to get the Governnont t o nako an announcement r egarding 
tho P.xny, particularly aft or pl ans for tho Navy and JJ.r Force 
wore L1ade known . h survey by tho Canadi nn Institute of Public 
ii.ff airs indi oatod that no strong vi ews wero hold on t ho disposi tio' 
of Canada' s Pacific Forces; ol de r people t onded t o favour co­
operation under British corrmnd but percent ages f or t he t ot al 
interviewed were as f ollows : 

With Dritish ••••• ~ •.••• 27i 
With J~eri9ans~ •••••• ,,26i 
Wit h both•••••j••••••••393 
Undecided•••••••••••·•• 03 

(Pr oss Olippinc No. 0262, 
Citizen, 9 Nov 44 ) 

Accordinc t o Pot or Stursb er g of tho C .D. C., b y tho end. of 1944 
troops in Italy wero donnndinc a Governnont s t ateuent as t o 
whether they would bo turµ ed ac ainst Japan boforo bei ng gi von 
a chance t o cot hone · (Pr oss Clip;iinc; No . ?632, Vancouver 
Pr ovince , 23 Doc 44 ). 

201. Tho arrival in Aus tra lia of No . 1 Canadi an Special 
Wireless G~oup , R.C. Sics , br oucht r onowod speculations in 
February 1945 t og ot hor wi·ch hints t hat a Comand.er of Canndat s 
Pacific Force should bo announced . Lt-Gen Sinonds and Maj-Gen 
Keller were nos t froquontly ncnti onod for this post. Dy then 
t he size of t he for co Bonorn.lly was considorod to be two divisions 
(P:css Olippinc No. 3929 , Gazette , 24 Feb 45 }. Once acain the 
main concern of t ho pr ess was t o try t o ob t ain a dofini to state­
Bont r egardinc pol icy,, particularly with r ogar d to the con­
scription i ssu o. 
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202. When tho Primo Minister fina lly announcE:Jd in tho 
House on 4 J .. pr tr5 the policy Canc.da intende d to follow with 
respect to the Pacific, En; lish l o.ncuaGO pGpers c oner o.lly, with 
the exception of tho Montreo.l Star, oxprossod t ho opinion that 
tho volun tc.ry principl e wo.s unfo.ir o.s it would n oo.n tht'..t nen 
who ho.d fOUGht in Europ e would bo tho ones who would volunteer 
for the Po.cific Wo.r. On tho othe r hc.nd , his speech wo.s wo.rnly 
welconod ·b y tho French•sponkinr; press.* J .. lively scone rcsultod 
in tho Cannons when Mr. H .c. Groen cho.rgod thnt tho Governnent 
was k oopinc silent f or election purposes o.nd Govornnont s ponkors 
ropliod that tho sizo of the forc e could not b o nnnouncod until 
after fino.l consultation with Dritain and the United Stntos 
(Debates, 1945, vol I, pp 615-1?). Tho Ottawa Citizen continued 
to protest aga inst t ho 11hush hush" po licy being pursue~, observinr; 
thnt the editor of the Sydney HerGld contended thnt there was 
a feeling of diso.ppointnent in J .. ustralin over Canada.' s attitude 
to the Pacific wo.rilii (Press ClippinG No . 5348 , Citizen, 24 J'J)r 
45)i Other po.pars contrasted Canada 's indefinite procranne with 
the s erious stops to.ken by tho United Stut e s (ibid, Nelson Nows, 
14 Apr, o.nd o.n editorial of tho C2.l c.ary Herald r epr oduced iU­
the Ottawa Ci tizE:Jn of 24 Apr 4.5). 11.fter roferrinc to an article 
by Quentin Reynolc1s which anticipat ed that J.norican troop s would 
bo sent directly fron Europe t o tho Pacific without leave at 
hone, the Cons ervative Journq}_ stressed tho unfortunate reaction 
produced in the United Sta.to~by tho Prine 1unistorts bare state­
ment that no Canadiilll would be sent ac ainst J apan unless he so 
oloctod (Press Clipping s Nos. 5415 and 559C, Journal, 26 J .. pr and 
4 Mny 4.5) • 

203. As pence cane t o Europe there wore nnny ronindors 
thnt war f or Cilllada wa s f ar fron beinc at an ond and there was 
obvious inpationco a t the lack of dofini t o infor m ti on a.bout 
plans for aidinc in the def eat of J npnn. Jitter r oforrinc to 
dor.iands tha t those t o s o to tho ?c.cific should bo to.ken fr on non 
who had not been in action, F.C. Moo.rs pointed out that how nany 
and v.ho should c o r est ed with the nilitary l eaders who had yet 
to confer on t he increased sen.lo of operations aco.inst tho 
Ja.p anose (Pross Cli11ping No. '3737, Gazette, 8 May 45). With o.n 
election canpai gn then in progr ess , however, nos t offici a l 
announoonontsworo prec oded and f ollowed by vic or ous politic al 
speeches. 

204 , While repo~t edly call.inc upon tho Gov ernnont to 
na.ke its policy known, Ilf.tr . Dr a ckon o.nnounc od in Ottawa on 16 Ma.y thP·. 
his party stood f or conscr i ption e..c;ainst J apon . Defonce Dopo.rtnont 
sourc es wer e a t onc e report ed t o hnvo sai d that there were in­
sufficient trc..inod N . R . M. 1:1 .• .LJ.on i n Con o.da t o neo t t ho nood. (Pross 
Clipping No, 5941, Citizen' l? Mo.y 45). Before tho size of tho 
f orce had officio.lly been-disclosed, Gene r a l McNaughton stated 
at Moosor:rln on 11 May that Cannda~d not intend t o send hueo 
nunbors of nen t o t ho Pacific 11 t o s lue: it out hand-to-hand with 
a foe perhaps bettor fi ttod than wo t o s urvi vo :i,n jun13l o warf are 11 

(Pr oss Clipping No. 5903 , Journal, 16 May 45 ). There was an 
i nnedi at e outburst a t this , part icularly wh en it boc ru::io known 
over the followinc wook- end tha t tho J:rny c onponont would nunbor 
only 30tooo. Speaking a t Indi an Hoad , Mr. Brucken said t hat no 
ono ex-pectod Cannda t o send suppor t be yond 11our just share t o the 

lDi 

C •. M. H. Q,. file 4/ Pr ess/26/ 2 : Mini n Pr oco No. 0.56 13 J .. pr 45 , 
cites Gl obe and Mnil, Gazette, Ottawa Journal, w!nnipeg Free 
Pr~ss, La Pr esso ruid La Patrie (Indepenc1ent) -

Mr. Thono.s Dunbabin, J .. ustro.lio.n press attach~ in Ottawa , a t 
onco wrote · th o editor of the Ottawa. Citizen refutinG this 
nllo5ation . 
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~acific wo.r, but m · ono oxpocts us t o run out on our i:J.lios oi thor" 
(Press ClippinG No. 62.57, Winc1sor $to.r,. 24 May 4.5) • Tho Secretary 
of tho canndinn oorps Associ ation ~rnodintely pr epared an address 
callins upon Canad.a. to "do no l ess" than Drite.in, J .. us~~alio. and 
the Unit ed States "in turninc t he whole we i Qit of their power, 
with avoncinG fury, t owar ds the Po.cific" (Pross -Clipp i rtc No. 
6227, Tor~nto Tol op,r an, 23 May 45). In an editori al entitl ed 
"To Lot Our 1 .. 1!ios Whip Japan", one Ont ario pnper wrote: 

Tho Doninion t ho.t donanded stntus o.s a l e ader 
ononc; tho Tni dd l o-sizod Powers' nt San Francisco 
is t o "'..) o nll but a nor o by-st ander in tho second -
and naybo harder - half of t ho World Wo.r\ 

••• Not only is tho size of Cnnndats contribution 
a cause for shano at hone nnd ancry sco~n across 
thd border, but tho effort is to bo so slow that 
it will be s ever al nont hs bef ore any Canadi ans 
can b o in t ho scro.p . ii..Ild when t his Dor...dnionts 
sol di ers do co acro ss t ho Pacific t hey are des­
tined t o bo a sort of bob-tail AD.crican outfit, 
equipped, trained and f ed in u.s. style o.nd 
probably we aring United States unifor ns, 

(Press Clipping No. 6190t Stratford 
Deacon-Heral d , 22 May 4') 

Mr. Maxine Ro.ynond, national loader of tho Dloc Populairo, on 
tho one hand chnr eod that :Mr'. King had engaged Canada to fi ght 
against Japan "to the l ast nan and t o t ho l ast cent" to ser vo 
only the interests of Great Dritain. (Press Clippint; No. 611.5, 
Citizen, 2.5 May 4.5). Mr . M.J, Col dwell, national c.c.F. l eader, 
on tho ot her hand sai d that t he Canadian r ol e had been decided 
by the J..nericans, who r ocar ded t he war with J apan as "their own 
private quarrel" and therefore wanted t he Cano.dians t o fi Ght as 
part of their l'J:IJY r ather than as a. s epar at e f or nation (Press 
Clipping No, 6259, Journal, 2.5 May 45). 

205. It is i npo ssibl e t o f ollow herG t he various 
charees and counter-char ges with r espe ct t o t he C. A.P .F. policy 
which were l evel ed durinc tho el ection canpaign. For exanpl e , 
no.ny oclitors for es aw that e xtra l eave o.nd canpai gn pay would 
b o gran tod to tho volunteers, yet i r:ir1edi a t ely t ho offici al 
o.nnouncononts wer e t10..de t here wer e cries of 11bri bory 11 fron Mr . 
E.E. Perley, Progr ossivo-Consorvat i vo candi dat e opposing General 
McNauchton · (Pr oss Clippi ngs Nos . 5892 and 6082, Journal, 1.5 and 
22 Mily 4.5). Two nonths l a t er , when i t was found necessar y t o 
r educe tho nunber of duyst l eavo in sone cnsos, tho Conservative 
Gazette accused the Dof ence Depo.rt nent of "welshing on full pay­
mon~ ol t he bribe tt (Pr oss Clippi ng No . 7375). 

206. Newspaper s which suppor t ed t he Governnent wor e 
fully confident t hat sufficien t volunt eer s woul d be obt ained : 
those in opposition wi th oqunl assurance enphnsi zed t hat t hor e 
wns little enthusi asn while dr aftees renai nod at hone (Pr ess 
Clippines Nos. 6279 an~ 6391, Toront o Star , 25 May, and Cal gary 
Heral d , 23 May 45). Pr es enting a. non-part i san viewi t ho official 
or gan of t ho Canadi an Logion cont ended t hat bot h vo unteer s and 
N.R. M. J .. . non should compo se t ho force , whi ch should bo twice as 
l argo and i n a ction nuch sooner or ol so t ho war ni ght ond bef or e 
Canada could do her part (Pr ess ClippinG No . 6G26 , edi torial fron 
Tho Legi onary r epr oduced by t ho Strat for d Deacon-Her al d , 7 Jun 45}. 
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207. Outstanding among criticisms werG continued 
reforoncos to reports from the Unitod S~atos that Canuduts attitudo 
was being misundorstood . tboto. By tho Conservative pross tho im­
pression that Canada was fighting ''a soft wur" was attributed to 
somo extent to tho sizo of tho force, but mainly to insistence upon 
tho volunteer principle (Pross Clipping No. 6664, Globe and Moil, 
9 Jun L1r.5). In officio.lly welcoming Mo.j-Gon B . M. ·Hoffmeister to 
Ottawa. on 14 Juno, however, tho Primo :Mini st or said in off oct that 
Canado. was sending o.11 tho soldiers that tho Unitod Stntos had 
asked for at tho ~uoboc Conforonco (Pr oss Clippirng No. 6744, 
Citizon, 15 Jun 45). Opposition papers o.t once asked why such an 
o.nnounc omon t ho.d boon dolo.yod until a.ft or tho election nnd tho 
number of voluntoors ho.d boon ostim.~tod (Pross Clipping No. 7044, 
oditorihl of tho Toronto Tologr,a.m, reproduced by tho Gazette, 28 
Jun L1r5) ~ It was ovon suggested that perhaps tho "conspicuously 
modorc.to commi tmonts 11 had not boon du.o to insistence by tho Allies 
but "tho result of tho political adroitness with which tho Can­
adian dologa.tion mo.naged tho discussion" (Press Clipping No. 7636, 
Gazette, 23 Jul 45). 

208. Criticism of tho policy of tho Government with 
regard to tho Japanese war also expressed itself in protests against 
tho retention of General McNaughton as Minister o.ftor his two 
political dofouts (Pross Olip~ings Nos a 7563 and 7729, Globo and 
Maili 18 end 23 Jul 45). Ho reminod in offic o, novortholoss, 
unbl hostilities had ~ofinitoly coa sod . 

209. Immedia t ely following t ho surrender of Japan thoro 
wo.s much speculation regarding tho fa.to of tho C.A.P.F. and tho 
possibility of Canada sharing in an occupntional role. In an 
editorial entitled "The Wallflower of tho ?ncific 11 , tho Gazotto 
pointed out that Canada's policy there had not b een impressive to 
dnto, tho Hong Kong fore ~ being hor most significant contribution, 
o.nd asked if tho "same stre.t egic silences" wore to continue {Press 
Indox No. 743, 23 Aug 45• itom 8487, Gazottei). Tho Primo Ministe~, 
however, b efore tho end of August stated that the C.A.P.F. would be 
.disbQndod Qnd that no occupation forc e wo.s contemplated, Such pro~ 
nouncemonts offectivoty endo~ ftitthor oond octuro end little dis­
cussion of this question foilowed a With public attention fixod 
upon tho r opatriatidri of Hohg Kong prisoners of war, tho tendency 
was to withdr aw all Conadi o.ns from tho Orient r ather than att empt 
to sond troops there for garrison duty. 

.. 
CONCLUSION; PUBLIC OPINION ON THE BALANCE 

OF EFFORT BETINEEN THE TBREE SERVICES 

210. Frequent r ef oronc o h~s boon mado in thiB report to 
stntomonts conc erning tho importanc e of' the Oommonwea.lth Air Train­
ing Plan*. Mr. King and members of hi s Cabinet ofton spoke of it 
as a major contribution of Canad~ , an opinion which Mr, Ohurohill 
publicly procla imed whilo in Ottawa~. It would appear tha t wh on­
ovor public imp ntionoo with t ho ori ginal st atic rolo of tho oon­
o.di nn A:rmy r oached a high pitch 1 a prominent speaker would i s sue 
n r onindor that tho Roya l Cnnudi an Navy and .Air Forco woro actively 
engaged a.nd in particular t hat tho .Air Training Plan was of 
enormous value to tho war effort ~ 

211. It is questionable ; however, how f ar Canadi an public 

* See paragraphs 2.5 , .50, 53, 63 , 74 ;-94 and 129 
** See paragraph 89. 
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opinion was prepar ed to accept this in itsolf as a satisfact~ry 
contribution to victory. Although r ecognizing tho v aluo of intor­
sorvice coopera tion and tho vital role of industry in nodern war­
fare, tho man on tho street continued to think very largely in 
traditional torms of fi ghting by land forces. Thero wer e some who 
advo cated incroasod naval strength and many who urged an all -out 
air e ffort, but the popular mind still recalled tho ?xpl oits of 
the Canr'..dian Corps in the First World Wo.r e.nd roco gnizod that the 
L.rm:y would ago.in plc..y o. decisive role~ Tho Ott awe. Journal of .3 
J an LlrO, for exrunple , in declaring that the C::.no.dian people wanted 
mc.ny nore troops to follow the 1st Division ovorseo.s, wrote: "They 
r ealize the vital need for air fighters, nnd will provide then, 
but wo think they realize as wall that thore is need for l and 
f ore es, and would like to gi vo their share of then. 11 Sone two 
years lntor, when the Now York Tinos published nn editorial entitled 
"This is an Air War", the Globe o.nd Mail of 10 Feb 42 countered 
that the need for shipping was then nost pressing and wont on to 
so.y: 11Whon, howovor, tho United Nations o.r e able to o.ssw10 tho 
offensive , non, to.nks and guns , no l oss than aircr aft, will bo-
cone tho po.ranount consideration 11 • 

212. Such insistence upon a tri-sorvico war effort, of 
course , neant oxcoodingly henvy denands upon Canada's linitod 
resources of mm power. It was on those grounds, rather than 
with respect to the high financial expenditure involved, that the 
nost bitter political attacks were del ivered . For oxanple , in 
July 1943 the Financial Post alleged that the Canadian air 
ministry had b"EiOil battling with ar n y authorities to go t priority 
to enlist category A nen for aircrew. Mr. Grnydon (than Leader 
of tho Opposition) pronptly asked on 24 Jul for a statonont by 
tho Minister. Although denying that thoro was any battle botweon 
tho tw? Servi~es? Mr. J?ower in his r Qply pevertho}ess nade the 
following adr:ussion w1 th regard to tfie Air Force. 

We nust sto.te frankly that we are seriously 
alarnod a t the l o.ck of rocrui ts coning for­
ward in a constant streara suffici ent to mee t 
our current r oquirenents. I n other words , 
a t tho present tine we are ' eating our fatr 
and .. not building up any r e serve strength. 

(Debat es , 1942 , vol v, p . 5.359) 

Referr ing to the article in the Post o.nd to this Ministerial 
statenent, the Conservative Vancouver Pr ovince of 30 Jul asked 
Col Rn.lston (who wo.s then about to visit tho Mediterranean 
theatre ) to n ake c ertain not only that tho Canadian J,;rmy had 
sufficient r einforconen ts but 11 that Canada's war policies will 
enable hor to keep her comr.i.i tmen ts under the Connonweal th Air 
Training plan". The sane article in tho Post was used by tho 
V~nco~vor Sun of 30 Jul to a ttack the Cunsorvativo party for 
charging tEat the Goverrunent had fail ed to enlist enough soldiers 
to LIBintain the Ju:my overseas . Saying that this was tho real 
basis. of the original conscription issue , the Sun declared that 
"On the cont~arr, ~t i s seen now that tho government , undoubt edly 
undo:: conscr1pt1on1st pressure , may have enlisted too nany 
soldiers nnd thus endangered not only industrial production but 
also the vital progress of the J .. ir Training Plo.n 11. 
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213. The far ogoing wi 11 serve to illustrate that 
political leaders had ronstantly to be alert to public opiniori 
regarding the balance of effort betwean tho three Sorvices. 
When a.ttontion turned to J[q) o.n, tho Conndian public quite 
dofini~ely again insisted that tho initial emphasis upon the 
roles · of tho Nav,y and Air Force bo expanded to a tri- service 
basis.~ T'ne part to bo played by tho Arrey was rapidly receiving 
wider emphasis when hostilities abruptly ceased. 

214. It is to tho crodi t of th El people of C<::.ru:'.da 
that, in a lengthy war introducing rmny unforesoon complexities, 
tho ideal of a ba.loncod effort romoi nod uppern:ost. Proud of 
the achievoman ts by which tho NG.VY and Air Force were gaining 
distinction, Ca.nadia.n public opinion was d otormino d to s oo tho 
AJ.'1n.y also play an a.ggrossi ve po.rt .. when opportuni tics for active 
employmE:lnt bocamo a.vai lablo. 

21.5. This report wa.s written by Major R,B, Oglesby. 

ii Seo Part VI of tbis report. 
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