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Operations of 1 Cdn Corps , 28 Oct 44 to 27 Feb 45: 
The Capture of Ravenna, the Advance to the Senio 
and the Winter Line 

1 . This report deals with the activities of 1 
Cdn Corps following its withdrawal into reserve at the con­
clusion of Operation 11 0LIVE 11

, i.e ., the period in r eserve 
and the operations of Porterforce; then in December the 
winter offensive, when 1 Cdn Corps in nearl y a month of 
hard fighting advanced from the 5 Corps' Montone bridge­
head over numerous water barriers to the Senio; and finally 
the two months of static warfare on the winter line that 
preceded the withdrawal of the Canadians and their depart ­
ure for Nor th- V'fes t Europe. Non- Canadian troops under com­
mand 1 Cdn Corps during this period included 21 (Brit) Tk 
Bde , 2 (Brit) Armd Bde , 9 (Brit} Armd Bde, British compon­
ents of Porterforce , and the Cr~~ona Combat Group (Italian) 
(see Appendices 11 A 11 - l and 11 A 11 - 2) . 

2 . As in the earJier reports on the Canadian 
operations in It9.ly the basic sc·1rces have been war diaries 
of the units and formations concerned . Of equal importance , 
when available , have been the in :nedia te reports on oper­
ations and the reports prepared by the divisional historical 
officers based on interviews with commanding officers and 
other participants . Once again the larger picture has been 
obtained from the volumes prepared by the British Historical 
Section, Central Mediterranean, - Operations of British , 
Indian and Dominion Forces in Italy , 3 September 1943 to 
2 May 1945 , Part III , The CamPal~ in the Northern Apen­
nines , 10 August 1944 to 1 April 1945, Sections A to I . 

EIGHTH ARMY PLANS FOR A WINTER OFFENSIVE 

3 . The approach of winter brought to the Allied 
Armies in Italy no protracte~ respite from offensive oper­
ations . The Supreme Allied COltlDl~nder in the West , General 
Eisenhowe!· , had decided that 1 t \7ould be necessary to .fight 
a winter campaign on that fro~t in order to bring about 
directly a Germ~n oollaps0 or to ensure tha t r esult in the 
spring. (see E .senhower , Dwight D. "Crusade in Europe", 
pp 321- 3) . To attain the full effect of this strategy it 
was necessary that the rlrmies in It~ly make a similar effort 
during the winter months . Field l ~arshal Alexander con­
sidered four possible courses : 

.•. to transfer troops f rom Italy to the West , 
to employ trcops from Italy in Jugoslavia , to 
continue the offensive on the Itali an front at 
full stretch to the limits set by exhaustion 
and material shortage or to halt the offensive 
now and build up for a renewal in greater 
strength at some later date . All these courses 
were judged solely by the criterion of which 
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would have the greater effeot on operati ons in the 
west . The fi7st was r e jected because there was , 
on the current programme , no need for extra t r oops 
in France and none from I taly could be accepted as 
yet; to transfer troops to Jugoslavia would have 
no effect on the Western front and would only b egin 
to have one on the Eastern front next spring . Of 
the two course s which invol ved continuing the fi ght 
in Ita l y with undiminished resources the one whi ch 
Ge neral Eisenhower considered most advantageous was 
!'or t he continuance of the of'fensi ve . 

(Oper ations of B~itish! I ndian and 
Dominion Forces , ~ c t, Section A, 
Al l i ed Str ategy, p . nf) 

For this reason , despite all the difficulti es of cl imate and 
terr ain, of deficient manpower and material, the offensive 
continued to be pressed forward in Italy. 

4. By the end of October , as we know, the enemy 
had succeeded in bringing to a ruilt the Fift h Army' s advance 
toward Bologna , a l though he wa s still withdr awing under 
pr essure on the Eighth Army front . By that time the w6tght 
of the Allied offensive was practically spent and i t was 
necessary to call a halt in order to r est , reorganize and 
train our greatly depleted forces . As the momentum of our 
October offensive decreased, it became apparent that the 
enemy would endeavour to stabilize his front on a line c over­
ing Bol ogna and Ravenna or, under pr essure , he might fall back 
on his left flank to a shorter line running f r om h is pos itions 
south of Bologna a l ong one of the many river lines to the Valli 
di Cornacchio .* Any further withdrawa l was not expected , unle s s 
under pressure of anothe r powerful Allied offensive , as the 
Fuehrer ' s policy in Italy had been to hold ever y inch of the 
Peninsula as long as it was tenable . 'Iba Allied comna.nders, 
however, considered that once Bologna fell the enel!Y woul~ 
withdraw to a l ine based on tne River s Po and Ticino abandon­
ing North- West I taly, a nd it was likel y that he would not 
l ong del ay on that extended line but under pres sure would · 
again withdraw to the Adige and the Alps . I n this area be ­
tween the Alps and the Adriatic work was going ahead on t he 
enemy ' s so- called "Venetian Line . " Once back on this l ine, 
because of the reduced frontage , he would be able to spar e 
several divisions from I taly for his other f r onts . (Ibid( 
Appx "D"-6 ~ Future Plans; Appx 11D11- 8 : Future Opera tl o~s J 

5. The Allied Comrna.ndor-in- Chief , therefore , 
looking ahead to such a future possibility considered t he 
advisabil ity of finding other employment f or the forces which 
would be released on our side as a r esult of the enemy ' s 
occupation of a shorter line in Italy. General Alexander' s 
objective ever since the fall of ~ome had been t o force an 
en try into Austria . With his greatly r educed armies , the 
result of the invasion of Southern France , i t seemed l ikel y 
tha t this object could not now be achieved by the des truct i on 
of the Ger man Army in Northern Ita ly. With this in mind he 
had consider ed ma.king a two- handed attack up the two opposite 
coasts of the Adriatic . This would. undoubtedly tie down more 
German f orce s than a f r ontal attack i n the north of Ital y and 
give more scope for general ship and a greater chance for a 
decisive success . Had his armies met with success in t he 
~~~--~~~--~-~-~--~~-~-----~------~~~~-~-
tl See Map "Florence - Rimini - Bologna Sector" 
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Apennines in October oper a tions over the Adria tic would have 
b een pla nned for early in 1945 . Fifth Army would have con­
t ained the enemy in Nor t hern I taly while Eighth Army would 
have undertaken t he Ba lka n operati on. A grea t deal of detailed 
planning wa s car r i ed out for thi s propos ed oper a tion in 
Yugoslavia {which was given t he code name of "GELIGNITE"), but 
1t wa s neve r car~ied out . The main· r eas on was the failure to 
ca pture Bol ogna , which meant that we continued t o keep the 
enemy in Italy stretched to t he maximum extent. A further 
r eas on wa s t he wit hdr awa l in early 1945 of the whole of the 
Canadian Corps and its di version t o the c ommand of Supreme 
Headquarters Al l i ed Expeditiona ry Force . {Allied StratesY, 
pp. 16-18) 

6. During November, Headquarters Allied Armies in 
Italy began plans f or t he r esumption of a full-sca le offensive 
for the capture of Bol ogna . In a n appreciati on made by Lt-Gen 
Harding, Chief of the Gener a l Staff, as a basis f or a con­
ference of Army Commanders to be held on 26 Nov, t entative 
plans for a winter campaign wer e put f orward. As previously 
stated, 1ts object would b e t o give the great est possible 
support t o the Allied winter offensive s on the western and 
eastern fronts. An a dvanc e t o Ravenna and Bol ogna would 
deprive the enemy of winte r quarters and a t the same time would 
provide a base f or Allie d operati ons in 1945. In this 
appr eciation it was suggested t hat Eighth Army prepare for a 
full-scale attack with the object Of driving the enemy over 
the Montone and La.mone rivers in one continuous operation. 
If this offensive was successful it would force the enemy out 
of Ravenna . Continuing the at tack , Ei ghth Army would advance 
t o the Sante rno, a t'ter which a c ombined offensive by both 

. armies woul d be l aunche d, with t he main effort of Fifth Army 
directed on Bol ogna . (Ibid , p. 22, a nd Appx-"9"-9• CGS , 
Appre9iat ion• 19 Nov 44~ 

~. Following the Army Commanders' conferenoew 
held at Flor ence on 26 Nov, H. Q. A. A.I. i s sued the operation 
order l aunching the winter campaign. Eighth Army wag ordered 
t o (a) c ontinue its present operations t o drive the enemy 
we s t of the Santerno and secure bridgeheads over the river, 
(b) devel op its main t hrust on the general axis I.mola - Budrio, 
with a subsidiar~ t hrust on F~rrara by wa y of Argenta, 1~ the 
condition of the ground on t hat a xis wer e f ound to be favour­
able . Fifth Army would {a ) devel op operations on their right 
flank t o assist Eighth Army 's advance t o the Santerno, (b) 
plan a nd prepa r e their ma. in thrust on Bologna by the axis of 
Route 65 . This latter oper a tion was to be r eady t o be 
l aunched on the order of the C.-i n- C., A.A.I., at three 
days • notice from 7 Dec. There were two limiting factors 
however to t he oper a tion - a s hortage of artillery 

The authors of Aliied Stratesz sta t e t hat the 
Minutes of this confer ence were not obtainable . 
( P•. 23) 
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JI ammumd.tion and t he uncerta i n t y of t he wea ther a t this time 
of the year. (Ibid p. 22 and A:fpx "C"-3 : ~ .h .I. 

O~erhtion Order No. ' 4 , · 28 Nov 44 ) 

8 . The Eighth Ar my Operation Ins truc tion passed 
t o 1 Cdn Corps on 29 Nov aga i:i s t r essed t he i mpor tance of 
the campa ign: 

The pr imary task of the Allied Ar mies in Italy 
i s to ensure that t ha enemy is aff or ded no 
opportuni ty t o wi thdrc.w di vi s i ons fr om Italy to 
r einforce his armie s on either t he Wes t ern or 
East ern fr onts . 

This object cannot be achi eved by a purely 
def ensi ve att itude . In consequence i t has been 
decided that t ha All::t. d il r m:l.es are t o mount a 
ma j or offens ive or: a wi jo f1·-ont i n early De cember. 
The innnediate ob ject of ~he operati on is the 
capture of BOLOGNA and t he f ormation of a junction 
between Eighth Army and Fifth Ar my ••• A sub­
sidi a r y ob ject of the oper a t ion is t he capture 
of RAVENNA . 

The success of t he f or t 11c oming oper a tions is 
l ar gely dependent on f ine weather s o t hat t he 
Alli e s can use their s upar i ority i n t he a i r and 
in ar mour with the maxi r:-i un effect . 

Fif th Ar my will be r ea dy t o l aunch an attack fr om 
7 December onwar ds . The a ctua l da t e of the a tta ck 
by Fifth Army will b e determi ned by weat her 

--------- - - ---- - - · ------------
To a f or ce r el ying so nn·.~h on a r t iller y s uperi o?'i t y , 
the onl y e ffective supe' •iO!"it -y t he Allies pos sessed 
f or a campaign in an It~lian ~inter , this factor wa s 
of t he very grea t e st im?ort~nco . It was not merely 
an isol a t ed pheno!l'lenon, bu·., a wor l d- wi de shQrt age 
both on the Br i tish and en ~he United St a t e s side . 
'Ihe sit uation in I tal y h~d , however , been made mor e 
serious by heavy expendi ture i n the Got hic Line ba ttl es . 
The r e sul t was not only th.Et curr ent oper ati ons would 
be sever el y l i mited bm:; ~h.?..t tho:ro was e ven a dange r 
of insuffici ent s to~k~ be ~rq en hand for the spring 
offensive . The conclus i1ns ar e dr a wn by Gener a l 
Al exander ••• '1As f a r as I c1 abl e t o f or e cas t I have 
jus t enough Brit i sh amnnui t .1. on f or the curr ent 
oper a t ions of Ei gh t h Ar-r:-r-r and f or an a ll- out offensi ve 
in December l a s ting ab ot:l• 1 i ft een da ys . American 
annnunition is , howeve r , cn: y sufficient for ab out t e n 
days i ntens ive fighting bet.10en nov1 and the end of the 
year. Deliverie s in t h? fi~s t quart er of 1945 i n t he 
ca se of both British anc An:~rican type s are so limited 
t hat it will be neces sary t ~ exer ci se the s trictest 
e con omy f or se ver al mont bs t o build up l arge enouF 
stocks t o sustain a ful l - s ca l e offensive i n 1945. 

(Allied Str a t egz, par a 50 ) 
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conditions and t he progr ess made by Eighth Army 
during the operations now in pr ogress . The ma in 
effort by Fifth Army is t o be made in a Northerly 
dir ection as t r ide Rout e 65 with the object of 
capt uring BOLcx:tNA . 

((H. S.)214B8 . 0l6 (D2): Ei ghth 
Ar my Operat i on I nstructi on No. 
1 443 , 29 Nov 44 ) 

9 . Pr evi ous to the Army Commander•' conference 
Ei ght h Ar my began plans for the coming wint er offens i ve . On 
18 Nov H. Q. Eighth Army i ssued an operati on i ns tructi on 
pr ovi ding for the r egrouping of the ~rmy a t t he end of the 
month. I t wa s decided that the December offensive should be 
on a b r oad f r ont of t hree corps wit h the Canadian Cor ps 
r e t ur ni ng t o t he l ine again after being in r eserve all the 
month of November. The Ar rrry pl an f or e cas t tha t 1 Cdn Cor ps 
would t ake over the right flank of the army from Porter force , 
while 5 Cor ps would r emain a l ong the axi s of Rout e 9 and 2 
Pol Corps on t he a r my l eft f l ank . ( 0 erat i ons of British, 
Indian and Dominion Forces .2E cit Sect on B Ei h r 
The Gothic Line and Romagna Balles , PP• 8 -

10. At thi s stage (18 Nov) Ei ghth Army fr ont had 
moved forwar d t o a p osit i on wher e the two i mportant cities, 
Faenza and Ravenna , wer e a l most within i ts gr asp. Ra ve nna 
had n ot fa l len beca use t he forces needed to undertake 
oper ati ons against it could not be spar ed . Por terforce , 
however, was nearing the Fi umi Uniti di r ectly south of the 
ci ty, but the enemy had s trengt hened his position a nd the 
l ine i n this area rema ined s t atic during the remainder of 
the month. South- west of Ravenna this line fol l owed the 
Ronco f or a short di s t ance and then hinged back t owar d the 
Montone near s . Pancrazio. From this point 5 Cor ps hel d the 
east bank of the Montone s outh- west t o Route 9 . Forli had 
b een captur ed on 9 Nov a nd el ements of the Cor ps wer e a cross 
the Mont one south of the town . 5 Corps thus held the vital 
sect or al ong Route 9 west of the Montone between Forli a nd 
Faenza . On the army l eft flank the Pol ish Cor ps hel d the 
line a l ong t he foot hi l ls of t he Apennines bet ween the Montone 
and t he La.mone river s (Ibid, pp . 72- 4 ) -
11. I t was now appar ent t o the Ei ght h Ar my Commander 
that a n attack by three cor ps on a broo.d fr ont would have t he 
advantage of a third nat ura l axis of advance . Following t he 
ca pture of Rimini two highways , 9 and 16 , l ed to the north­
west. The operations tha t t ook place during November br ought 
Eighth Ar my to within s triking distance of Russi (4333 ), 
through which a third r out e r a n t o the nort h- wes t t o Bagna-
ca vallo, Lugo , Massa Lombar da , and Budri o, the latter pl a ce 
being only a few miles north- east of Bol ogna . This new r oute 
would present f ew of the tactical and engineering di f f i cult1e s 
likel y to be encounter ed on Rout e 16. The going on e i t her 
s ide of t h i s third axi s was difficult , be ing typical of the 
centra l belt of the Romagna where t he ma j or r iver s ar e 
canalized be t ween ver y high fl ood banks connected by a l a rge 
number of cana l s , making i t easy f or the enemy to f l ood t he 
int ervening c ountry if he chose . Against these disadvantages 
coul d be set the fac t s t hat the enemy was weak in thi s se otor 
and that t he lea ves wer e now off the vines which had so 
greatl y impeded our tanks in the early autumn; mor eover a 
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thrust a t thi s point would bring about t he r api d fall of 
Ra venna (Eighth Ar my e tc op .£1! p . 80 ). 

12. During the l ast f ortnight of NoYember, whil e 
plans wer e be ing c omple t ed f or t he s t art of the Allied 
winter offens ive , Ei ghth Army emba rked on a two- cor ps attack 
designed t o s e cur e Faenza and t he h i gh gr ound t o the south­
wes t of the t own a s a starting point f or the coming oper ati ons. 
5 Corps al ong Route 9 and 2 Pol Corps on the a rmy l eft flank 
wer e order ed t o s e cure t hese objectives . Thi s two-corps 
a ttack was timed t o begin on 20 Nov and t o be c omple ted by 
the end of the mont h in time f or r egr ouping f or the winter 
offensive . Preceded by a heavy aeria l bombar dment the attack 
began on t he 20th and f or some time b oth corps made c ons ider­
able progress . On the extreme r ight of 5 Corps , 10 Ind Div 
f or ced the enemy back t o t he west bank of the Montone but 
c ould find no weak point in t he defences of the river north 
of the main axis . But the Indi ans wer e not halted l ong; one 
brigade crosse d t he Montone b y a f l anking a tta ck fr om Rout e 
9 , and made progre ss in its advance be tween this river and 
the Lamone . In the vicinity of Alber e t o (4028) , however, 
they were held up by fierce enemy r es istance . Meanwhile, 
west of Rou t e 9 , b oth the Pol es a nd 5 Cor ps r eached the east 
bank of the Lamone on a br oad front e xtending as far north 
as Scal dino (3626), but heavy r ain, which bega n on 26 Nov , 
put a stop t o further opera ti ons . With the time of the 
winter offensive drawing nea r it be came cl ea r that no further 
advance c ould be made a nd t hat t he main oper a ti on would have 
t o be l a unched fr om this pos ition and not fr om the more 
a dvantageous positi on to the west t hat had been planned 
(Ibid, pp. 75-7). -
13. The limited success of Ei ghth Army in t he ten 
days • fighting be tween 20 Nov and t he en d of t he month did 
n ot change the original plan f or the De cember offe nsive . 
The Eighth Army Operation Ins t ruction issued on 29 Nov 
deta ile d the plan as set out in t he A. A. I . Operat i on Order 
of 28 Nov ( see pe.r a 7). Ei ghth Army was or der ed t o attack 
with three corps, right 1 Cdn Corps , centre 5 Corps , left 
2 Pol Cor ps . l Cdn Corps wa s or der ed (i) t o capture Russi; 
(ii) cut Rou t e 16 in the a r ea of Os t eria (4942) in order to 
cut off and capture Ra venna , ( i11) establish a bridgehead 
over the ~i ver Santerno in t he gene ra l a r ea of Ma s sa 
Lombar da ( 2742), with a vi ew t o a further advance to the 
north and west . To carry out thi s oper a ti on t he cor ps would 
be r equired t o cross the Le.mone , Senio a nd Sant erno Rivers . 
5 Corps was or der ed t o advance on the gener a l a xis of Route 
9 with a view t o seizing bridgeheads ove r the same three 
river ba rriers. 2 Pol Corps , on the l eft, wa s ordered t o 
advance with the object of prot ecting the left flank of 
Eighth Army . Weather c onditions per mi tting the operation 
would commence on t he night 1/2 De c . Maximum a ir support 
fr om all ava ilabl e r esource s would assist Eighth Army 
{Eighth Army . Op er a ti on Ins truction No. 1443 , 29 Nov 44 ). 

1 CDN CORPS IN PESERVE, 28 OCT - 25 NOV 44 

14. When 1 Cdn Corps passed into Eighth Army Reserve 
a t the end of Oct ober t her e was a general f eeling that it 
might be withdr awn f r om t he Medi terranean t hea t r e to j oin 
First Cdn Army in North West Europe , a nd the a ppointment a s 
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.Mini s t er of Na t i ona.l Defence of General McNaughton (who had 
always strongl y favour ed unification of Canadian for ces over­
seas ) strengthened this opini on . Other rumours however wer e 
rife, a nd one went the r ounds that 1 Cdn Corps was on t he 
move t o Burma . (w.n., 1 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, October 1944: APPX 
2 : Pers onal Di ar y Capt R. T. Currel ly , 28 Oct 44) . On 5 Nov 
Lt-Gen BurnsK relinquished command of the Cor ps and r e turned 
t o England. Maj - Gen C. Vokes , C. B. E. , D. s . o., G. O. C. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div acted as t empor ar y c ommander until 16 Nov , when 
Lt - Gen C. Foulkes , C. B., C. B. E., D. S . O. , former l y G. O. C. 2 
Cdn Inf Div, a rrived as the new Corps Commander. Ma j - Gen 
Vokes went t o take over 4 Cdn Armd Div in North West Eur ope, 
l eaving Brigadier J . D. B. Smith, c . B. E., D. S . O., B. G. S . 1 Cdn 
Cor ps , tempor arily c ommanding 1 Cdn Inf Div, in an acting 
capacity. Early in December , Maj- Gen H. W. Foster, C. B. E., 
o . s . o., formerl y G. o. c. 4 Cdn Armd Div in France, arrived 
to assume command . Bri gadier G. Kitching , D. s . o., r epla ced 
Brigadier Smi th at Cor ps as B.G.s . Br igadier E. C. Plow, 
D. s .o., C. C. R. A., went to Firs t Cdn Ar my as B. P. A., and was 
r epl aced by Brigadier H.A . Sparling, D. s . o. , fr om C. F. A. 5 
Cdn Armd Div . 

15. Since 25 Aug 1 Cdn Corps had been continuously 
employed i n oper ations . During this period they had advanced 
from the Metauro River to the Ronc o River , breaking through 
the Gothic Line and reaching the l ong sought , ti' somewhat 
disappointing, Romagna pl a ins . Throughout thi s advance the 
weather and the terra in had proved the most serious obstacles. 
Torrentia l rains had made most of the operati ons practically 
amphib i ous along a front that was a succession of rivers 
draining down from the Apennine Mountains into the Adriatic 
Sea . Hard fi ghti ng had greatl y reduced the number of buildings 
capabl e of keeping out the r ain and now that the Corps wa s 
slated for r eserve the finding of a ccommodati on f it for t he 
battl e- wea ry t r oops presented serious difficulties. Practi­
cally e very building of any size, if standing at a ll, was r oof­
l ess and windowl ess , and this appl ied not to any one particular 
t own or village but t o the whol e r ear a rea through which the 
battles had been f ought. In or der t o get any sembl ance of 
concentration f or divisional f or mati ons and units it was 
necessary t o reshuffle G. H. Q. and L. of c. units t o make 
r oom for the t r oops coming into r eserve for r est, l eaves a nd 
tra ining . While this r edi str ibution was taking pl ace most 
for mati ons had to remain in their forwar d positi ons f or 
several days awai ti ng wor d of their new l ocations . (W. D., 
A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 25- 31 Dec 44 ) 

16. Main Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps moved f r om 
Cesenatico and into its new l ocation at Ricc i one on 6 Nov, 
Rear Headquarters r emaining at Rimini (W. D., G. S., H. ~. l 
Cdn Corps , 6 Nov 44 ). l Cdn Inf Div moved its Headquart ers 
fr 9m Cesena on 30 Oc~ and concentrated in Riccione in the 
same buildings, it had occupied thr ee weeks previously (W. D._ 
G. s . , H. Q. l Cd.n Inf Div, 30 Oct 44 ). The Di vision was 
fortunate i n h!lving 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes l ocated in the 
~iccione ar ea and 3 Cdn Inf Bde in Cattol ica , only a f ew 
miles t o the south; on the ot her hand 5 Cdn Armd Div, a~er 

finally es t abl ishdng its headquarters in San Giovanni on 4 
Nov, f ound its brigades widel y scatter ed . (w.n., G. s., H.~. 
5 Cdn Ar md Div , 4 Nov 44 ). 5 Cdn Armd Bde r emained in Cervia 

~ Overseas R. O. 53l O, 8 Dec 44 • 
• 
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nearly 30 mil e s north up the Adr i a ti c Coas t; 12 Cdn Int' Bde 
was in and around San Gi ova nni and Morci ano; and 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde settl ed in Urbino , wher e they were furthe r isolat ed by 
the Ar my policy of c l os ing sec ondary r oad s by the r emoval 
of Bailey bri dging nntoria l f or us e further f or war d . Civilia n 
r epair of t he gaps thus cre~ ted pr oceeded ve r y sl owly~ a nd 
traffic f r om Riccione t o Urbino had t o be r out ed via Pano 
and Fossombr one - a 60- mile detour. (Summar ies b y Historica l 
Officers , 1 - 15 N~v 4~ ) 

17. Wi t h units a nd f ormati ons s e ttled in t heir new 
l ocations there was time fo~ relaxsti~n and r ecrea t i on. 
Ricc i one - where the bulk of Cor ps t r oops and 1 Cdn Inf Div 
wer e c oncentrated - pr oved a n idea l r est ar ea wi t h two 
c i nemas, a t heat r e , a seni or ~nd juni or officer s ' club a nd 
t wo lar ge r e cr eati on centres f 0r other r a nks . (W. D., G.s •• 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 6 Nov 44 }. Nor m:tlly its situation on t he 
s ea front would have been an asset , but November in t his 
climat e is not a month f or sun or sea bathi ng. Units wer e 
a lso warned t hat duri ng the l as t l ow moon period the enemy 
had ca rried out minor r a i ds by soa on instal lations in re~r 
a r eas . Swi mming sabot eur s bad been identi fied in t he Ra venna 
a r ea ann it was mor e than possibl e that t hes e oper at i ons mi ght 
be r epea t ed wi th pipe lines , vehicl e s Or inst allati ons near 
the sh ore as ob je ctives . (See para 31). To guar d agains t 
s uch eventualities , units and fornati ons l ocat ed near the 
s ea wer e or der ed t o pay par t i cular attention t o "coast watch­
ing" in t heir a r eas . (W . D., G. s ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 
November 1 944 , Appx 54 Sabotage , 8 Nov 44 ). Ot her r e creat i on­
a l fac i l i ti es were soon made a vail ab l e in R1ccione b y t he 
Auxilia r y Services , who opened two picture shows for 1 Inf 
Bde and another one f or 2 Ini' Bde ; needl ess t o say t hey di d 
not l ack a t t c·naance . The Ca n 'ldian Ar my Shows a l so made the 
r ounds of the r e s er ve ar eas and wer e well r eceive d at each 
per f or mance . 1 Cdn I nf Bee opened a Shoppi ng Centr e in 
~iccione f or its t r oops which included a phot o studio, 
t a ilor shop a nd s ouvenir shop . Cant eens di d a t hr iving. 
trad~. Showor s we r e a va ilabl e in the t own f or a ll r anks 
ever y day • . 
18. In Ur b i no , 11 Cdn I nt' Bde or gan i zed a nd published 
a brigado newspaper , ''The Coria.no Cour ier" t he f irst edition 
a ppearing 18 Nov , on a s hee t about 14 by 18 printed on b oth 
si de s . It had a qua.int appea rance as the I tal ian a l phab e t 
di d not i nclude the l et ters "w" or "y", a nd "v11 and 111" wer e 
~ubstituted f or them. It was a newsy , well edi t ed little 
sheet wh i ch a t tained a good circulation i n a short time . 
(W. D., H. Q. 11 Cd.n Inf Bde, November 1944, Appx 9 : Copy 
"Cor iano Courier " ). Urbi no had a n opera house and two 
theatres, which were used for ~rmy shows and movies f or t he 
enterta i nment of a ll r anks • a nd an offi cers ' c l ub, "The 
Coriano", a s we ll a s a t r ansit hotel whi ch was opened by 11 
Cdn Inf Bde . (W. D., B.Q. 11 Cdn In!' Bde , 5 Nov 44 ). The 
town s tadi um in UJ"bino , us ed f or car r ying out the br igade ' s 
sports pr ogrammes , was r enamed 11 J ohns t on ' s Fie l d" after the 
Brigade Commander (~, 7, Nov 44). 

19. In Cervia 5 Cdn Armd Bde had the s e r vi ce s of 
the ~ . c . E . Band, which played at s e ver a l c oncerts, and f r ee 
picture shows , a number of which we~e put on for c ivilians 
a s a ki ndl y gesture ; a cl ub was opened f or othe r r anks. In· 
each brigade sports were f ull y organized, i ncluding softba ll. 
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soccer, volleyball , horseshoes and tabloid spor ts with t he 
Auxiliary Ser vices suppl ying equipment. Educational l ec tures 
on rehabilita t i on were given to all ranks. An Art Exhibition 
was opened in Pimini 'on 9 Nov, sponsored by 1 Cdn Corps and 
86 Sub Ar ea , with 159 items displayed . These incl uded not 
only contributions from the officia l British and Canadian 
war artis ts, but from artists in the Br itish, Canad i an and 
American services a s well . (w. D., 1 Cdn Fd His t Sec, 9 Nov 
44) . 3 ,649 all ranks visited the Exhibition in the nine days 
it was open a t Rimini . (Ibid , 21 Nov 44) . On 22 Nov the 
Exhibit was shown in Morciano and well a ttended . (Ibid , 22 
Nov 44) . Regimental officers ' messes were soon in operation, 
the first opportunity for such luxury that some of the regi­
ments had had for several months , and mess dinners , dances 
and r ecr eation were thoroughly en j oyed . Although the dancing 
partners sel dom spoke the same l anguage , this would a ppear 
t o have been no obstacl e to the enjoyment of t he dance . The 
West N.9 . R. diarist r ecords : 

2030 hrs : The dance a t the Officers' Mess wa s 
well under way at this time . The special gues ts 
wer e 15 Polish Nursing Sisters . Conversation 
was somewhat r estricted due t o the l anguage 
difficulties , but with the use of wor ds of various 
l anguage s and the gestur e s of international 
r ecognition intercommunication was carried on. 
In a ll i t was a most successful party and the 
end of the e vening found Canadian-Polish r elations 
consider ably strengthened . 

{W.D., Wes t N. S. R. , 11 Nov 44 ) 

No eff ort was spared to give the troops a ll the r e creation 
and amusement possible during the r es t period a nd t he 
Auxiliary Services render ed their usual exce llent s ervice 
by supplying necessar y equipment and canteen facilities. 

20. As soon as the units were settled l eaves were 
granted of seven days t o Rome or Florence, with an allotment 
of 190 r eser vations each to 1 Cdn Inf Di v and 5 Cdn Armd 
Div. (w.n •• A· & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 1 Nov 44 ). Commanders 
of units a nd for mations were war ned that their persona1 
l eave s should be c ompl eted by 25 Nov. (W. D. , G.s. , H. Q. 
1 Cdn Inf Div, November 1944 , Appx 1 4 : H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div 
O. 51 }. Second Echelon was r eques ted t o r educ e its leave 
quotas for two weeks during the reserve period to allow the 
maximum accommodation to be made available in l eave centres 
for the Corps t r oops . Probabl y the most welcome n ews of 
the whole Italia n campaign was received on 1 2 Nov when it 
was announced that Canada l eaves were to be instituted. 
Qualifying condition was five year s ' continuous overseas 
service; time spent in a theatre of operations t o count 
double. Vacancies for 200 a ll ranks wer e allotted t o l Cdn 
Corps. The l eave period was 30 days in Canada free of 
travelling time . This matter was given priority attention 
and a conference was held on 20 Nov to settle a l l details. 
(w. D. , A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 20 Nov 44) . Nomi nal r o11s 
of personnel proceeding on the first quota were soon made 
up, and the f ortunate departed by road fr om Ricci one t o 
Avellino on 27 Nov, sailing from Naples on 30 Nov. It was 
expected that they would be home fQr Christmas . (Ibid , 
30 Nov 44 ). ----
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21. Extensive tra ining was carried on during the 
rest peri od a nd several new types of equipment were intro­
duced. The Crocodile flame- throwing t ank arrived , and 12 
R.T.R. visited each r egiment in 5 Cdn Ar md Bde t o put on 
demons tra ti ons . (W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 13 Nov 44 ). 
Another flame-thrower t o arrive was the carrier - mounted 
Wasp, and tra ining course s wer e i mmediat e l y established t o 
familiarize crews in its handling . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 28 Nov 44). Four Wasps were i ssued per infa ntry 
ba ttali on {w.o., A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 22 Nov 44 ). 
The Lifebuoy flame- thrower, a smaller man-handl ed t ype , was 
issued on the basis of t wo per unit . The se nl so r equired 
well-tra ined personnel t o be handled efficiently. (W. D., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn ~rmd Bde , 14 Nov 44 ) . Another new delivery wes 
the Weasel, a tracked amphibious carrier with good per­
f ormance in mud, orig i nal ly des i gned f or use in Russia. 
The Transport Officer of 3 Cdn Inf Bde , however, s oon f ound 
that the Wease l had its limitati ons . 

The TO, Ca pt A. B. Edgar, ha s already l ost f aith 
in the amphibi ous Br en car r i ers which he pro­
cured this mor ning. On cross ing the CONCA river , 
he f ound the traction wa s not sufficient t o over­
come the current a nd he was drifti ng rapidly to­
war d JUGOSLAVIA when his "inf ernal machine" 
f ortuna t ely gr ounded on a sand- ba r, 100 yards at 
sea . 

{W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Nov 44) 

22 . Tr a ining films were shown through out the CC!'ps, 
while Engineers gave courses in mines and b ooby traps, r oad 
car e and maintenance and bridgi ng demonstrati ons . Brigades 
r a n the ir N. c . o. s chools, and i nfantry r egiments paid particular 
a ttention t o river cross i ng and assault b oat tra ining, with 
anti-tank platoons taking courses in r afting guns across 
rivers . Gas equipment a nd tra ining was not overlooked. 
Fiel d firing and mort a r r a nges wer e a lloca t ed t o brigades 
and put t o good use . The a r moured r egiments of 5 Cdn Armd 
Bde carri ed out a n indirect fir e progr amme durin$ the period 
10 - 25 N'ov with a threef ol d object in view: (a) t o practice 
the armoured r egiments i n indirect fi r e ; {b) t o s o:ften up 
the enemy defences south of Ravenna a l ong the Fiumi Uniti; 
( c) t o f or m part of the de ception plan for Exercise "CHUCKLE'' 
(w.n., G. S., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, November 1944 : Appx 5, 
Armd Regts' Indirect Fire , 9 Nov 44 ) . The f ollovd. ng is an 
a ccount of one such shoot carried out by B. C. D. in c onjunction 
with an a ir· attack : 

"A 11 Sqn 9 Cdn Armd Regt • • • went t o fire posns a t 
546264 and put on a ver y success f'u.l. shoot f or the 
Westmr Regt (M) . One rpm was fir ed throughout 
the night and two rpgpm f or t en mins at 0920 hrs and 
again a t 1025 hrs . The t en min periods were for the 
purpose of silencing enemy AA guns while our pla ne s 
went in t o bomb t he l~st br over the F . MONTONE. 
Range s wer e 4400 t o 8800 yds . Air OP stated that 
the s hoot was very accurate . 

(W. D., H.~. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 12 Nov 44 ) 

23 . Engineer t r aining during the month placed 
particular emphasis on bridging and r afting , including the 
us e of F.B.E. r afts a nd bridging , close s upport r a fts and 

- -=--
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JC 
Class 40 Bailey Pontoon rafts . One important engin eer 
development of the period was the 11 BPOWN BPIDGE", which 
was produced under the direction of Capt B. s . Brown, of 
4 Fd Coy R. C. E. 

Briefl y , this bridge is carried on two tanks 
and is capable of doing an 80 ft gap Class 40 
on a n assault basis , or the del iver y to bank­
seat rol lers of 140 ft DS bridge complete with 
l aunching nose . This bridge differs in many 
ways from the PLYMOUTH bridge , the mos t import ant 
being that no tank is l ost as is the case with 
the l atter bridge . ;c!{ 

((H. S. ) 224Cl . 3013 (D2 ) : Histor y Boyal 
Canadian Engineers 1 Cdn Corps cover­
ing operations in Italy 1 Oct - 15 Jan 
45, Part II, p . 3) 

A new development was the 11 0LAFSON11 bridge. Acting on a 
suggestion made by the Comma nder 3 Cdn Inf Bde ,~KK Ca pt 
E .A. Ol afson, R. C. E . M. E. , Officer Commandi.ng 3 L. A. De, a fter 
several trial s succeeded in producing a light portable in­
f antry footbridge . The bridge was constructed by wel ding 
toge ther l engths of half- inch pipe into sections 15- ft long 
and 18- inches wide . Each section weighed 200-lbs and was 
capable of being linked to other identical s ections to form 
a 45- ft span. On 22 Nov the Cor ps Commander attended a 
demonstration of the Ol afson bridge held by Headquarters 
3 Cdn Inf Bde . On this occasion infantr ymen and a jeep 
crossed on a 60-ft span pl aced over the Vent ena River at 
a place where the water was 6- f t deep . Fol lowing this 
demonstration Genera l Foulkes ordered the constr ucti on of 
sections of this bridgi ng for each battalion of l Cdn Inf 
Div. (Ibid; W. D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 22 Nov 44 ) -
24 , On 4 Nov Eighth Army Headquarters issued 
instructions that since jeeps , jeep trailers and 15- cwt 
vehicles would like ly be in short suppl y , wastage in these 
vehicles mus t be reduced to a minimum in order to conser ve 
them for l ater operations (W. D. , A. & Q. , B. Q. l Cdn Corps, 
November 1 944 : Appx 3 , Eighth Army Vehicles - .Ca. re and 
Maintenance). As a r esult of this or der , Jeep platoons 
wer e formed from the r esources of each division to operate 

For a short note on military bridging see Appx "C" 
to Histo~ical Section (A . H. Q. ) Report No. 25 . 

3{K The 11 PLYMOUTH11 was used in the cross i ng of the Gari 
River in May 1944 (see The Tiger Trium1hs, H. M. 
Stationery Office , London, 1946 , p , 74 

K~W A l etter dated 29 Oct 44 , written by Brigadier 
Bernatchez, to H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Di v called f or the 
c onstruction of such a bridge to aid the infantry 
in assault crossings (W. D. , H. Q. F . C.E., l Cdn 
Inf Div, December 1944 : Appx 5, Crossing of 
Obstacles) . 
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with brigades . In 5 Cdn Armd Bde this llllit consisted of 20 
jeeps, nine t r a ilers a nd 26 driver s (W ,D., H. ~ . 5 Cdn Ar md 
Bde , 28 Nov 44) . On 19 Nov H . ~ . 1 Cdn Inf Div instructed 
each of its in~nntry ba tta lions to form anti - tank compani es , 
using for the pu~pose personnel , weapons a nd vehicles from 
t heir support compani es , The object of this compuny wa s out­
lined a s follows: 

In operations in which this division will t nke 
par t in the nea r futur e , the type of ground which 
will bo encountered is such that the a rriva l of 
heavy equipment to support the infantr y is likely 
to be ~ compara tively slow procedure . I nfantry 
must be able to hold ground gained against enemy 
collllter-a tta cks qntil the hecvier A. Tk weapons can 
be br ought forwar d , In this countrK it is the 
enemy ' s custom to use his t anks in 'Penny-Packets", 
ther efore some mobile fo r m of A. Tk defence must 
be made availa bl e to f orward companies . 

(W. D., H. ~ . 2 Cdn Inf Bdo , November 
1944 : Appx 22, Inf Bn A. Tk Coy) 

The str ength of the company as suggested by 1 Div was 62 all 
r anks under a company he adqua rters or genized with two (tank 
hunting) pla toons a r med with th~ P , I . i~ . T ., each consisting of 
platoon headquar ters and two sections , and one (2- pr ) anti ­
tank platoon, a lso consisting of a headquar ters and two 
sections, each equipped with a 2- pr gun .~ At this timG, 
a l so , divisiona l head quarte rs instructed r egiments to turn 
in t o Ordnance their pr esent holdings of 6- pr equipment , 
which in future would be supplied t o brigndes us r equir ed by 
the divisiona l anti- t onk regimen t .*~ In t he same directive 
it was stated that the division held two Little johns ~~~ _______________ . ___ , ______________ _ 
~ This establishment was only suggested by Divisional 

Hea dquarters and briga des were told t o dr aw up and· put 
into effect thei r ;;wn establ ishments . Only two of the 
infantry ba tta lions (Sea f orth of C, and Carlt & York R.) 
of 1 Cdn Inf ond 5 Odn iirmd Di visions make mention in 
their War Dia r ies of the forma tion of a nti-tank companies 
and neither of t hese give any deta ils of organi zation. 
Most o f the infantry units appear to have set up single 
tank hunting pla t oons formed from personnel dr awn from 
their A. Tk and/or carrie r platoons . There is little 
detail to be found i n the diaries of the strength or 
equipment of these platoons , but the November 1944 War 
Diary of P . P . C.L. I . , however , conta ins an organization 
t ab l <:? for a " Tonk- busting Platoon" fo r med in that unit . 
This give s the strength of the pla toon os 1 offr (Lieut ) 
and 27 OR, and the main weapons as 9 PIATs plus 17 
T.M. Cs. (W. D. , Seaforth of C.~ 21, 23 Nov 44 ; W.D., 
Carlt & York R., 21 Nov 44 ; v~ . D ., P . P . C. L,I., November 
1944 ; Appx 26 , Organiza tion of Tonk- busting platoon; 
in addition the di aries of the two division He~d­
quarters , the infantry brigades a nd infantry battalions 
of 1 and 5 Divisions were examinod ). 

~~ This or der was changed the following day and Brigades were 
instructed to gr ease 6- pr equi_{>ment and store them in "X" 
a r ea ( a stat ic "B" Eche lon). (W.D., H . ~ . 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 
November 1944 : Appx 1 , 2 Cdn Inf Bde Ope r a tions Log , 
20 Nov 44 ) 

~~~ A 2~pr gur. ~1th a n a ttachment to incr ease the muzzle VGlocitj 
They made the ir f irst appe nr Ance on th~ Can~dian fro~t at 
the Savio Ri ver in October 1 944 (see H1stor1cal Section 
(A, H. Q,) Report No , 25 , para 145). 
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wi th anot her ten expec t ed shor tly, when the 12 guns would be 
f ormed i n t o a battery of t hree troops each of four guns . 
Thi s 2 - pr bat t ery would for m part of the divisional anti-tank 
r egi ment a s an addi t ional ba t t er y. Contr ol of the 2-pr s 
would be ves t ed i n t h e C. R. A., and t hey would be a llotted to 
brigades l n aooordance wi t h their opera t ional r equir emen ts . 
(Ibid) 

25 . At Riccione on 10 Nov 1 Cdn Corps hel d a study 
period dealing wi th the appl ication of artil lery fire in bat­
t le . On this occasion five playl ets were presented by s taff 
officer s of 1 Cdn Inf Div, 5 Cdn Ar md Div and 1 Cdn A. G.R .A., 
dealing with the fo l lowing : (a) design of fi r e plan; (b) 
mechanic s of drawing up a fir e p l an ; (c) counter-ba t ter y and 
count er- mortar fir e; (d) control of a fire pl an; (e) support 
by F . O. Os. Discussion of probl ems involved brought out no 
changes in pol icy but did s tress the ne cessi t y for an ext remel y 
flexi ble f i r e pl an with concen t rations preferred t o barr ages . 
It was a l so point ed out tha t infantr y c on trol of ar t i ller y 
might be del egated t o company command l evel. (W , D., G, S. , H.Q. 
1 Cdn Corps, 10 Nov 44 ) . 

26. An even t of grea t moment f or 1 Cd.n L. A. A. Inf 
Bn (89/109 Inf Bn) occurred in Novemb er whe n the uni t was 
forma l ly n otified of its r edes ignation as the Lanar k and 
Renfr ew Scot tish Re giment (W. D. , Lan & Ren Scot R., 7 Nov 44 ) . 
At a par ade of the r egimen t on 11 Nov the Command i ng Officer, 
A/Lt - Col W. R. Buchanan, officially announced the ne w t i tle . 
In r ecording this event the r egimen t a l War Diary says 

• • • t ha t we wor e now the Lanark and Renfr ew Scotti sh 
Regiment of Canada . He told us t hat we had a 
t r a dition t o l ive up to and knew that we would do i t 
and t ha t we wer e now affil iated wi t h the Bl a ck Wa tch 
and woul d wear their t artan •• • In the eveni ng a t the 
Officers Mess dinner the c.o. gave a short t alk on 
the better known points in the history of the Lanar k 
and Renfrew Scottish and a lso passed on the pr ais e 
of the Corps high offi cia ls per taining t o t he good 
work the 89/109 Infantr y Bn has done i n the pas t • •• 
The toast to the King was drunk a t 1948 hrs ••• 
immediatel y fol l owing the King came the t oas t t o t he 
Lanar k and Renfr ew Sco t tish at 1 950 hrs . The t oast 
was ''Gentl emen I give you t ho Lanark and Renfr ew 
Soottish Regi ment of Canada 11 •• • To the knowl ed ge of 
ever yone c onc erned i t is the firs t time i n Lanar k 
and Renfr ew his t ory tha t a t oas t was drW'lk t o the 
uni t by the Bn in t he f i e ld in an operational thea tre 
of war . 

(Ibid, 11 Nov 44) 

OPERATIONS OF PORTERFORCE, 28 OCT - 30 NOV 44 

27 . On 28 Oc t 12th Royal Lanc er s ( Pr inoe of Wal es•) 
under 5 Corps to ok over t he part of the for mer 1 Cdn Cor ps 
s ector l ying be t ween the Rimin i - Ces ena r ail way and Bagnol o 
(4818 ) , whil e Por t erfor ce , under dir ect command of Ei ghth 
Ar my , a s sumed r esponsibility f or the r emainder of t he f ront 
fr om Bagnol o t o t he c oas t . (Eighth Arm~r. tc . p . 69) . 
Ini tia lly Porterforce consisted. of 27th ne ar s , 3 Cdn hr md 
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Reece Regt (G. G. B. G. ) , 2 Fd Regt R. C. A., 24 Fd Regt (S . P.) 
~ . A. , 5 Med Begt p . C. A., 151 A. Tk Bty R. A. and 1 2 Fd Coy 
R . c . E. ( {H. S . ) 224Cl . 01 3 (D. 12) ; '7 . D., Porter force , 26 Oct 
44). The whol e forc e was commanded by, and named a f t er , 
Lt- Col A. M. Hor sbrugh- Porter , D. s . o., Commanding Officer 
27 L. Al though f or oper a tions Porterforce came under di r ect 
c ommand of Eighth Army , f or purposes of admini s t r a t i on i t 
was under Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps (ibid : Appx 2, Porterforce 
Op Instr No . 1, 28 Oct 44 ) . An operat i on inst ruction i ssued 
by Eighth Ar my on 27 Oct ass i gned to Porterforce the f ol low­
ing t asks: 

(a ) Protect DIGHT f l a nk of 5 Corps 
(b) Capture and occupy RAVENNAH 
(c ) Subsequent t o the occupa tion of RAVENNA , 

push on NORTH and WEST continuing t o open 
up ROUTE 16 . 

{Eighth Ar my · etc: Appx "A"-5, Eighth 
~rmy Oper a t i on Instruc ti~n No. 1439 ) 

From Bagnol o the b oundary between 5 Corps a nd Por terforce 
would be t he l ine of the Biver Ronco , inclusive Por ter force , 
to the r oad j unction 564356 . Enemy f or ces in this s ec t or 
consisted of 114 Jaeger Divi s i on sitting astride Haute 16 
bet ween the c oast a nd the 57 Easting with a rmour ed patrols 
from possibly 26 Pz Di v from there t o the Ponco . {Porte r ­
force Op Ins tr No . 1 . See Map 4 appended t o this report) 

28 . At t h i s time Porter for ce had G. G. H. G. , with 
e lements across the Bevano , r eady t o move north on Route 16 , . 
and 27 L. patrolling be tween them and 12 L., the right­
f l anking unit of 5 Corps . Artiller y suppor t was allotted 
a s f ollows : 24 Fd Regt (S. P. ) P . A. , l e ss one battery, wa s 
in support of 27 L. ; 2 Fd Regt p . c . A. in support of G. G. H. G. 
had one battery in Cervia with the remaining two batteries 
t o move forward and west of the Savio when directed by 
Porter for ce ; 5 Med Regt R. C. A. had one ba ttery supporti ili 
each of G. G. H. G. and 27 L.; 1 51 A· Tk Bty bad one M. 10 

K Of this ass i gnment the nar rative or the British Histor-
ica l Section, Centr a l Mediterranean states : 

Wi th the limited r esourtes at its disposal this for c e 
••• woul d clearly be unable to bring heavy pressure 
to bear on the enemy, nor could it undertake the 
captur e of Rmvenna unai ded . But an advance up Route 
9 would outflank the obstacl es before that important 
town a nd creat e opportunities f or · a drive parallel 
with them to cut in behind it . Accordingly it was 
decided that, once the Banco bad been crossed, 5 
Corps wou ld make a subsidiary drive n orthwar ds be ­
tween the rivers Ronco a nd La.mone, if c ondi t i ons 
at the time permitted . (This is based on a sta t e ­
ment of G. S. O. I (Plans) H. Q. Eight h Army from . 
memory . He said he could not vouch f or i t absolutely.) 
The boundary between 5 Cor ps and Porterf orce was 
a c cordingly fixed as the ~ight boundary of t he 1st 
Canadian Infantr y Division as far as the Ronco, thence 
northwa~ds a l ong that river , and crossing it only 
five miles s outhwes t of Ravenna . 

(Eighth Armz~~ p . 69 ) · 

Mil A three- inch self- propelled gun. 
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troop under each of the two armour ed r egiments and a 17- pr 
troop in r eser ve . The engineers , 12 Fd Coy ~. C .E. , would 
devel op t he "Stuttgart" road (that running north f'rom cross 
r oads 5719) but would keep one section avail abl e for use 
where needed . Casualties woul d be evacuated by 5 Corps if 
British, by 1 Cdn Corps if Ca nadian. ( r .:>id) -
29 . During the afternoon of 29 Oct R. C. D. took over 
the right sector of Porterforce fr ont from G. G. H. G. , upon 
which the latter unit r e verted t o under c ommand Headquarters 
5 Cdn Armd Div. At the time of their r el ief G. G. H. G. had 
reached a point on Pout e 16 ab out 2000 yar ds beyond the 
Bovano River, l eaving F . C. D. about as far again t o travel to 
r each t he crossing of the r oad over the Fosso Gh1a1a (61 0308 ) . 
It was not a cheerful pros pect . 

The enemy had opened the dykes of the Savio River 
and flooded the ar sa s o that the r oad was under 
water in pl a ces and i n others r an like a causeway 
across the drowned c ountryside . Troops and 
vehicles moved on that highway like the t ar gets in 
a penny shooting gallery , a nd the German wasted no 
time in t aking f'ull advantage of this fine oppor­
tunity f or target practice . He was sitting quite 
snug across the Ghia ia river , whose dykes were 
still intact, with this gr eat sheet of wat er in 
.front of him, its surface broken only by the road 
and a f ew houses built up high b es i de it . In its 
worst dreams the Regi ment had ne ve r seen itself 
advancing i n such a position . 

(Landell, Lt- Col K .D.~ D. s . o . , et a l 
The Fo)a l Canadian Dr agoons 19~-~45 , 
p . l 23 

By the end of the month, however, R. c . D. had clear ed the 
enemy from south of the Fosso Ghia ia and established a firm 
position there . Further inland 27 L. were operating under 
slightly better conditions . For there the gr ound al t hough 
muddy , was not f l ooded and a more el aborate network of roads 
existed . By the 31st this unit had occupied San Stefano 
(5526) and San Pietro in Vincoli (5225 ), while its ar moured 
car patr ol s , pushing north fr om the f ormer place and along 
the "Stuttgart" road , were nearing the general line of the 
28 Northing. To the west 27 L. pa trolled towards the Fonc o 
in the vicinity of Bargo Sisa (4822 )~ Coccolia (4924) and 
to the west o~ San Pietro in Vincoli . ( (H. S.) 214B8. 013 
{D. 8 ) : Eighth Army Situation Reports , 29 Oct to 1 Nov 44; 
W. D. 1 Porterforce 29- 31 Oct 44) 

30. On 1 Nov Pop ski ' s p.,...i va te Army ( P. P .A. ) 
I( 

came under command Porterforce and was placed in the c oastal 
area t o the right or R. c.n., with the task of making a cl ose 

. 

R Popski' a Private Army, a band of volunteers never mor e 
than 120 strong, was organized and commanded throughout 
its oparations by Lt- Col Vl adimar Peni akov, D. s. o. , M.c. , 
Belgian born son of a Russian engineer. At the outbreak 
of the war he was running a sugar fa ct ory in Al exandria, 
but his ro r:mnand of Arabic c oupled with his knowl_edge of 

(footnote continued on P• 16) 

. 
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r e c onnaissance of t he wooded a r ea near the sea and of probing 
more deeply in this ar ea . On this same da t e Por t erforce 
r eceived f'ull authority over the Partisans in its s ector a nd 
by 3 Nov had 170 of the l a tter based on Campiano (5625 ) 
operating under its direction. Due t o their thorough knowl edge 
not only of the area but, i n many cases , the act ual l ocation 
of enemy positi ons • t hey ws r u of consider able cssistcnce 
t o the patr ols of H.c.n. a nd 27 L. (W. D., Porte rforce , 3 Nov 
44 ) 

31. Dur ing early November Porterforce \ID.its con-
tinued thair s l ow advance . Small pockets of enemy offer ed 
r e si stanc e . The task of the force was t o c ontinue cl eaning 
these up, and at the same time prevent the Germans fr om in­
filtrating ba ck across the rive r s into the r ear areas . Much­
needed weight was added t o these operat i ons by the attacks 
of t he Desert Air Force and the ~lways-a vailable and a ccura te 
support of the artillery. Behind the adva nce the Engineers 
cleared the r oads of mine s and r epla ced or r epaired demolished 
bridges. On 30 Oct, whi le working on a bridge over t he 
Bevano on Route 16, the Engineer s ma de an unusual capture . 

At 1000 h ours, s ome ~ .Es . • •• captured one of a 
gr oup of four Germans who were swimming down­
stream t owar ds the sea , clad in black rubber 
suits with s pecia l face - pieces . He proved to 
be a member of Abteilurig Gama (Schwitmner), a 
f orce or ganized t o do reconna~ssance of bridges 
and possibl y demolitions in our r ear. 

(W. D., 1 Cdn Ar md C. Regt (B.C. D. ), 
30 Oct 44 )) 

Quick work by a pl atoon of 12 Fd Coy R.c. E. on 1 Nov in 
bridging a smal l stream north of San Pietro in Vincoli paid 
dividends, · when a r moured cars of 27 L. pushing over the 
stream "as the l as t bolt was being tightened" surprised and 
wiped out a small enemy post (W.D., 12 Fd Coy R. c . E., l Nov 
44). Enemy mines , liberally sown at key p oints on roads and 
around far myar ds an d building~ were the source of many 
engineer casualties . The f ol lowing extract fr om a f ield 
company ' s wa r diary is i l lustra t ive of the difficulties 

• (footnot e c ontinued fr om p . 15) 

the desert s oon l ed him into the British Army . He formed 
a band 0£ 12 Ar abs and with them worke d a t distances of 
fr om 30 t o 300 miles behind the enemy lines in the desert . 
Asa result of his successes in this ventur e he was or dered 
t o form a l a r ger and mor e el abor a te force . When it was 
suggested tha t this new gr oup should have a name , someone 
j oki ngl y suggested 11 Popski ' s Privat e Army" and the name 
stuck. In Italy Popski, as he was c ommonly known, and 
his ar my continued t o operat e behind the enemy ' s lines, 
har ass i ng him a t ever y opportuni ty, collecting vital in­
f ormati on , and or ganizing the Partisans . They used 
heavi ly a rmed jeeps , appeRring i n the most inaccessibl e 
places until the Germans became f earf'ul of them. In all 
its operations the P. P. A. suffered c ompar atively few 
casualti es. Popski himself lost a hand in the fighting . 
ar ound Ravenna in December 1944. In September 1945 the 
f orce was disbanded. (Hi s t Sec C. M. H, Q. Newspaper Clip­
pi ngs :- London News Chronicle , 9 Oct 46 and the Daily 
Teleg;raph, Oct ober 1946) 
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encountered in this type of work : 

No. 1 Platoon continued clearing mines and did 
good work in close pr oximity to the enemy. Spr . 
Francis •• • became a casualty losing a f oot , 
when he stepped on a schumine • •• Cpl Gold , R. I ., 
the commander of this section carried on the work 
and cleared the remainder of the area with a stag­
hound in support firing over thei r heads at the 
enemy who were reported in houses only one hundred 
yards distant . 

(W.D., 13 F~ Coy R. C. E. , 19 Nov 
44) 

3a. The forward positions of R. C. D. had changed 
but lit tle when the first of the reliefs that brought tha t 
regiment out of the line occurred . On Route 16 the unit 
still controlled the south bank of the Fosso Ghiaia but in­
land l ay some distance south of that stream with posts on 
the l ateral road running from 575286 to 550286 . On 7 Nov 
a company of 1st/4th Battalion The Essex Regiment relieved 
t he R.c.n. squadron on Route l~ and on the 9th uestmr R. 
(Mot) assumed the remaining responsibilities of R.c.D. on 
"Stuttgart" and north of Sen Stefano . Another company of 
1/4 Essex r el ieved the right- hand squadron of 27 L. on 7 
Nov end took up a firm position at 523274 about a mile to 
the south- east of the village of Gambellara (5128 ) . Facing 
west towards the Ronco the remaining s quadrons of 27 L. 
continued to cover the r est of the Porterfor ce front to the 
boundary with 5 Corps . During this period although the en­
emy had withdrawn to the north bank of the Ghiaia in the 
right sector he continued to maintain defended points to 
the south astride the "Stuttgar t i' road and north of San 
Stefano . Fur .t her we.st 27 L . patrols made contact with him 
south of Gambellara and east of the Ronco . (Eighth Army 
Sitreps £E .£.!.!, 2-8 Nov 44 ; W.D. , Porterforce , 1- 9 Nov 44 ; 
w.n. , R. c .n . , 1- 9 Nov 44) 

33. Meanwhile 5 Corps, held up during the first 
week of November by bad weather and a stubbor n en emy , had 
mounted on 7 Nov a two- division attack against the enemy 
switoh- line between the Ronco and the Rabbi south of Forli . 
Although strongly opposed tho 5 Corps a ttack made headway, 
and on the 9t h Forl i fell into their nands . By the 14th the 
Cor ps bad reached the Montone alonu its whole front . But 
the river and the enemy ' s extensive preparations for defence 
provea to be too great an o bstacle for &nyth1ng oxcept 
another full- scal e attack, ana by the 16th the adv~ce had 
come to a compl ete halt . (Eightn Army etc , pp 71-3 ) 

34. These successes by 5 Corps forced the enemy 
to draw back between the Ronco and the Montone tow~ds 
Ravenna. This was accompanied by a similar northward move­
ment of enemy troops to the east of the Ronco . On 10 Nov 
a force known as River Force , consistin~ of one squadr on 
2? L., one company 1/4 Essex , P. P. A. and Partisan elements, 

. 
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was organized to operate under direct oomruand of 
Porterforce Headquarters in the Route 16 sector , now known 
as River Sector . On the 12th a River Force patr ol made 
the first crossing of the Fosso Ghiaia , s urprising an 
enemy patrol on Route 16 and t aking 14 prisoners . Westmr 
R. patrol s reached the Ghiaia during this period and 
engaged in fire fights with a still vigilant enemy. To 
l eft of Westmr R. on the 11th, 1/4 Essex attempted to r each 
the village of Gambellara , but a demolished crossing over 
a small water course south-east of the village cover ed by 
mines and strong enemy fire, brought its advance to a halt . 
On the following day the Essex r esumed their attack and 
this time r eached their objective without difficulty. 
Meanwhil e , a long the Ronco, 27 L. had contacted 12 L. of 
5 Corps at Borgo Sisa (4823). As the 5 Corps unit drove 
northwards the enemy gradually disappeared from the eas t 
side of the river south of Gambellara . On 15 Nov pa trols 
• f 1st Kingls Dragoon Guards, which unit had r epl a ced 27 L. 
in this sector on the 13th, r eached the Ronc o t o the wes t 
of Gambellara without contact . (Ei ghth Army Sitreps , 
10 - 16 Nov 44; W. D. , Porterforco , 10 15 Nov 44; W. D., · 
Westmr R. , 10 - 15 Nov 44). 

35 . On the 14th Westmr R. , whioh had handed over 
1 ts positions on the "Stuttgart" a.xi s t o K. D. G. on the 
previous day, r elieved the Bsaex in and a r ound Gambellara . 
On the same day 2721 Squadron Royal hir Force Regiment t ook 
over f r om the Essex sub- unit with River Force . hS a 
result of the progress of 12 L. to the west Westmr R. was 
now ordered by Porterforce to commence moving forward . 
During the next two days the western unit me.de a ser·ies of 
moves , impeded only by mines and demolitions , and by the 
night of the 16th he l d firm positions cover i ng the road 
from the 11 Y11 junction (519296) south of Ghibull o (5130 ), 
to the " T" junction (547308) south of Molinaccio (5531) . 
In the centre ·of the Porterfor ce front K. D. G., operating 
on Stuttgart, astablished a firm position north of the 
Ghiaia on the 16th . On the same day a patrol of K. D. G • . 
and partisans reached the southern edge of the Ravenna 
aer odrome without sighting the enemy . That night another 
patrol from this same unit pushed north-west to the village 
of Molinaccio . Encountering oppositi on at this place they 
called upon Westmr .R. for assistance . During the fol l owing 
morning (17 Nov) a company of Wostminster s went into 
Molinaccio and b y midday had cleared the area up to the 
Canale del Mol ino . Dur ing this per iod River Force moved 
its £orward posts north of the Ghiaia and its patrols 
struck out frequently and boldly towards the enemy positions 
still r emaining south of the Fiumi Uni ti . On the 14th e 
P. P.A. patrol went out to an enemy post (at 621345), onl y 
1000 yards f r om the Un1ti r e turning with six prisoners . In 
a somewhat more forma l attack on the l 9tly, River Force, 
supported by artillery fire t cleared andi occupied the sugar 
factory near r oute 16 (5933 / taking nine prisoners in the 
process . (Eighth hrmy Si treps , 14 to 18 Nov 44; W.D. 
Porterforce, 14 to 17 Nov 44 ; W. D. , Westmr R. , 14 to 17 
Nov 44 ) . 
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36, On 18 Nov Westmr R. s ent a pa trol of one 
officer and 20 men over the Ronco (area 5129) to f eel out 
the enemy between that river and the Montone. The pa trol 
made ver y good progress for a time but at about 1000 yards 
beyond its crossing- place was halted by strong enemy fi r e . 
After a brief fire fight the Westminsters withdrew a short 
distance and called down artillery fire . Following this 
the patrol moved up to the Scola La.ma cana l where it aga in 
came Under enemy fire and took shelter under the near bank . 
Ther e it was under rifle gr enade and light mortar fire and 
suffer ed casualties . As the enemy was well dug in the 
patr ol' s small a rms and L. M. G. wer e of l ittle val ue while 
t he distance was too great for the accur ate us e of the 36 
grenades . ?Ii th the officer badly wounded , the patrol 
final l y mana ged to evacuate its wounded and fight an 
orderly withdr awal . Once the area was clenr of our troops 
the artillery 11 stonked 11 it with every availab l e gun . At 

• 

a cost of four dead and eight wounded the patrol had ga ined 
important knowledge of the enemy disposit1ons in the area . 
(W. D., Westmr R. (Mot), 18 Nov 44) . 

37. Porter force continued the process of elimina t-
ing the now few and scatter ed enemy posts south of the 
Fiumi Uni ti and by l as t light on the 30th had cl eared 
practically the whole of the s ector. On the 25 th the f orce 
oame under dir ect command of l Cdn Corps , cc:.ntinuing, 
however, tQ o per ate as a single c ~nmand and subsequently 
playing an important part in the capture of Ravenna . Lt-Col 
A. Horsbrugh-Porter, D. S . O. , the Force commander, addres s ed 
the following message to the units tha t had served under 
h i m: 

Now tha t the operations originally assigned to 
the Force bearing my name have nearly concluded, 
I would like to thank most sincerel y the Connnand­
i ng Officers of units whi ch had served wi t h me . 

The ma jority of them ha7e ha d more battle exper­
i ence than mys e lr, many have had staff exper ience 
of which I am l ack ing; ye t I have boen acc orded 
wonder ful support a nd co- oper a tion on all sides. 

I think the operation has been a success . Our 
aim of clearing the Hun from the area bounded 
by R. RONCO and GHIAIA was a chieved, and an 
additional and most difficult, b e l t of country 
between the GHIAIA and UNITI Canal has been 
similarl y deloused . 

The ne t bag ha s been 171 PWs , and probably a 
similar number of cas ualties . OUr own casual ties 
have nmounted to 56 British and 30 Canadian . 

I have been favoured by For tune in the s e l ection 
by 1 Ca na dian Corps -. and 8th Army of the uni t s 
de tailed for the opera tion . 

I think that a ll the "assault" troops who have 
been in this Force will agree with me tha t thei r 
success in inflicting casualties and taking PWs 
has been made possible mainly through the daring 
work of the Sappers , and the unr emitting at­
t ention towards Hotting up the Hun of the R. H. A. , 
the R. C. H.A., the R.A., the R.C .A. and the A, Tk 
gunners with t heir MelOs . 
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In effect, I reckon every single man in this 
Forc e has had a damned good crack at hel ping 
the war effort, and although i t has b een a 
str enuous time for a simple soldier, I have 
had things made easy by your gener ous suppor t . 

(W . D., Westmr R., November 1944 : 
1.ppx 11, Cir cul a r Le tter on 
Operations dated 24 Nov 44) 

38. To per mit 10 Ind Div to c oncentrate on 
securing the ar ea of the bridge at Casa Bettini (4328), 
a necessary prel iminary to the Canadi an offensive (see 
para 44 ), Porterforo e now took over the nor thern part of 
that division ' s sector b e tween the Montone and the Ronco . 
On 25 Nov 27 L. relieved Westmr R. of its c ommitments east 
of the R'iver Ronco . On the following day the Vlestminstars 
moved across the Ronco a nd t ook over a 7000 yards f ront 
extending from near Longana (5231) to the R. Montone , west 
of San Pancrazio (4731 ) at 460304, r Glieving in the process 
2nd Battalion 6th Gurkha Ri fl es and two companies of 2nd 
Battalion 10th Gurkha Rifles . At the same time a squadron 
of G. G. H. G. , now under c ommand of the Wes tminsters , took 
over from a squadron of Skinner's Hors e (lat Duke of York 's 
Own Cava l ry), at Longana. (W . D., Wostmr R., 25-26 Nov 44) . 

39 . The intention of t~e Westminsters in this 
sector was to press the enomy back t o the Montone and , if 
at all possibl e , secure a cr os ~ in, . On both sides of the 
river, however, the enemy occupied excell ent dug- in 
positions and his strong r eaction on a ll parts of the front 
t o pressure by the Ca nadians r eveal ed that he was determined 
t o ~tand fast. Ab out this time the weather , which bad been 
fairly dry, broke and r a in fell heavily and steadily, 
causing the rivers and canals to ris ~ and overfl ow the1rbanlm. 
To supply forward posts lying nor th of t he Scola Lama canal., 
which ran in an east-west directi on through the Westmr R. 
sec t or, assault boa ts and footbr idges were used . In spite 
of the weather and ground conditi ons , bo th sides continued 
t o patrol a ctively . The l ast day of the month the 
Westminsterg were in action on the near b ank of the Montone , 
eas t of San Pancrazio .K 

••• On 30 Nov 44 , a pla t nnn a tta ck was put in on a 
number of onewJ ...,oc111" ..:oa houses at 483317 . Two 
groups of hous es had been cleared when heavy 
machine gun f ire fr om dug- in enemy pos iti ons on 
the EAST bank of the r ive r· made it impossible to 
go further in daylight . Enemy mortars and SP 
guns she l led the positi ons and infantry c ontin­
ually har assed them with bazookas and small arms 
fire fr om very close r ange until 1400 hours when 
a counter attack was made . This was driven off 
with casual ties . 

( (B . S. )145;2Wl013 (D . 4) i The Westminster Regiment 
(Mot or) Repor t on Oper ations for Period 7 Nov 44 
t o 30 Nov 44). 

~~~~~~~~~~~,~~~-~~-

II The G.S . o. 3 (Ops) 1 Cdn Cor ps in his notes on "CHUCKLE" 
states that the ob j ect of t his a ttack was to divert 
attention fr vm the operati ons of 10 I nd Div on the same 
day ((H.S . ) 224Cl-013(D.18): . 11 Chuckl e 11 Intr oduction p 7) . 
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In t he early evening the enemy made a f resh attempt to 
re- take the houses but again failed to budge the defenders. 
That night fresh suppl ies of ammunition and r ations were 
s ent forward to the new positi on and it was r einfor ced by · 
an additional p l atoon of infantr y . This was the only 
significant change of position dur i ng the brief period 
(26- 30 Nov ) that Westmr R. hel d this sector under command 
Porterforce . On the fol lowing day , 1 Dec, responsibili ty 
for this part of the Corps front passed from Porter~orce 

to· Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf Bde (see footnotd para 96) . 
(W. D. , Westmr R., 25- 30 Nov 44 ) 

40 . The l ast day of November ~as a l so tho l as t 
day of Canadian participation in the opera tions of Por t ar ­
force . As already noted Canadian armoured and i nfan try 
units taking part in thes e oper ations wer e 3 Cdn Armd Reece 
Regt (G. G. H. G. ), 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R. C.D,) and Westmr R. 
(Mot). In add i tion, s everal Canadian artiller y and 
engineer units , apar t from those i ncluded in tho origi nal 
order of battle (see para 27) a lso shared in th u activities 
of the Force . Engineer units inc l udod 12 Fd Coy R. C. E. 
until 7 Nov, and 13 Fd Coy R. C. E. , 17 - 30 Nov . Five 
artillery r egimen ts s erved with Porterfor ce during this 
period ; 5 Med Regt R. C. A. until 11 Nov , when it was r e ­
placed by 2 Med Regt R. C. A.; and in turn 2 Fd Rogt R. C. A. , 
28 Oct - 8 Nov , 3 Fd Regt R. C. A., 8 - 19 Nov , and finally 
1 Fd Regt R. C. H. A., 1 9 - 28 Nov 44. The inc l usion of 
R. C. H.A . in Port erforo e brought about a - unique ov0nt . 

~t 1000 hours we were visited by Lt- Col Bol ton , 
c. o. of 1 R. H. A. who is actjng C. R. &. Porter­
foroe . Ha was ver y p l eased t h:J t for the first 
time i n history 1 R. H. A. and R. C. H. A. are fight­
ing side by sido . Tha ri ght hand gun of the 
Canadian l.rmy is beside th~ r igit hand gun of 
the British Empire (No . l r;ub of Chostnut Troop) . 

(W. D. , 1 Fd rtd~t R. C. H. A. , 20 Nov 44) 

In addition to tho units menti oned abovu , cer t ain R. C. A. M. C., 
R. C. A. S . C. and C. Pro C. el 0m~nts a l so s orvod with Porter­

· force . (W . D. , Porterforc ~ : Jlpp(jndicvs 3- 5 , Op0r a tion 
Instructions Nos 2- 4 ) . Like thu units comprising tho forco , 
the Headquart~rs incl uded b-oth Briti sh !'J.nd Canadian officors : 

~ 

All worked we ll tog~thur in formir g an effic i~nt 
sta£f organizati-on owin~ t o tho f ac t that a ol~ar 

cut division of respons ibility wes a llott0d oach 
of fic er beforehand • • . 

( Ibid , .ppx 1, Staff Commonts as a Result of the 
Ops or Port~rforc a , 26 Oct to 10 D&c 44 ) 

Throughout the period the r e l ati onship and goodwi ll betwoen 
t h e Briti sh and Canadian staff s n.n<l units \"IDS good . 

Co- oper a tion and . cohasion wer u n~vor found wanting; 
ea.ch and every ind ividuul 11 pul l oJ. his wetght" in 
aiding thd FORCE obj~c tiv~ t o be r~achad . 

(IbiJ ) 

... 

J 

. 



- 22 -

PREPARl .. TIONS OF 1 CDN CORPS FOR THE DECEMBER OFFE1'SIVE 

41. Pl anning for the December offensive began at 
1 Cdn Corps on 18 Nov , two days aft er General Foulkes a s­
sumed oommand of the Corps . In this earl y stage , the oper­
ation was designated Exercise "CHUCKLE"! Because of the 
uncertainty of the success of the two- corps attack along 
Route 9 which was to begin on the 20th of the month (s ee 
para 12~, the exac t position from which the Canadian Cor ps 
would l aunch operations was not known . For this r eason the 
following three altsrnative pl ans were considered : 

PLAN I - hssuming enemy hold line of R. MONTONE 

(a) 1 Cdn Inf Div objectives -

(i) force crossings over R MONTONE t o secure 
RUSSI 4333 and ~ST bank of R. LA.MONE. 

(ii) area BAGNACAVALLO 3838 - COTIGNOLA 3634 -
LUGO 3338. 

(iii) 5 Cdn Armd Div - af t er RUSS I has been 
s ecured will be direc ted NE t o cut 
HIGHWAY 16 NOrtTH of RAVENNA and t o 
clear town if still occupied by enemy. 

PL;.N II - l~ssuming enemy have fallen back to 
R.LAMONE 

{a) l Cdn Inf Div objectives -

(1 ) 

{ii) 

~ 

a rea BAGNLCAVILLO 3838 -
COTIGNO~ 363~ - fUQO 3~38.~ 

MASSA LOMBARDA 2741. 

(b) 5 Cdn Armd Div will be dir ected NE to out 
HIGHWAY 16 , NORTH OF AAVENNA and to olear 
t own if still occu~ied by enemy . 

PLAN III - In the evont of adver se weather 
cond itions and areas of objectives in PLl~NS I 
and II becomi n g f looded , l CDN CORPS will r emain 
in Army r eserve until effort of 5 Corps is s pen t. 
It will then b e passed thr ough on axis of 
HI GHWAY 9. 

(W.D., G. S. H.~ l Cdn Corps , November 1944: 
Appx 47 , Notes on Corps Oomd 's Conferenc e 18 Nov 44) 

: ---------- --
ll The original 11 CHUCKLE 11 was the nrune given to a proposed 

l Odn Corps operation designed to cap ture Ravenna b y the 
a i d of an amphib i ous l andin g north of t h.at city . Thia 
operation was canc elled after the decision of the Com­
mander A.A. I. to co- ordinate an attack by both Fifth and 
Eighth Armies ("CHUCKLE" Introduction .2l?. cit, p . 3) 
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42. It was Plan I that even tually became the 
basis of the Ca.nadian Corps operation. On 21 Nov , when the 
attack of 5 Corps had just begun , General Foulkes outlined 
at a confer ence held at Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps the 
complete operation. This plan was to be flexibl e and 
provided for the r eentr y of 5 Cdn krmd Div to complete the 
operation if 1 Cdn Inr Div became exhausted befor e the 
final objective was reached . The Corps ' fina l objective 
was ext ended to Medicina (1245) several miles to the west 
of Massa Lombarda . ("CHUCKLE" Introduction, p . 4) 

43. ·At 0600 hours 25 Nov 1 Cdn Corps assumed 
command of Porterforce and became responsib l e f or the right 
f l ank of Eighth Army i n the area be tween the Ronco and the 
s ea . On the following day , as previousl y noted (para 38) , 
Porter force took over that par t of 10 Ind Div sector l yi ng 
between the Montone and the Ronco south of Molinaccio thus 
extending the · Corps boundary to the Montone west of th'e 
latter plaoe . acros s the Montone to the south-west 10 Ind 
Div was still engaged in oper ations preparatory to the 
Canadian Gor ps a ttack. (Ibid, p . 7) 

44. 10 Ind Div continued, during the r emainder 
of t he month, its attacks between the Montone and the 
Lamone rivers i n apite of advers e weather. Although 
initially the anemy had given ground in the area immedi a t ely 
north of Route 9 , he clung to the line of the Montone in 
the a r ea of the bridge at Casa Be l; tini and stubbornly held · 
a switch line from this point through Alber e to (3927 } south­
west to a point on the Lamone north of Sca ldino . Since the 
bridge a t Casa Be ttini was at the first good bridging site 
on the Montone north of Route 9 , it .was urgently required 
·for the Canadian offens ive . It was no t until 1 Dec, however, 
after the r a in had ceased, that 10 Ind Div overran the place 
and the Canadian operation was able to begin (Eighth krmy etc~ 
p . 76) (See Map 1 . ) 

45. Meanwhil e , pl ans for the main offensive went 
ahead . Eighth J,.rm.y issued an operation order on 25 Nov 
designed to conceal the concentration of 1 Cdn Corps until 
operations actually b e gan. The f ac t that Canadian troops 
formed part of Porterforce and that this battl e formation 
covered almost the entire forthcoming operational front , was 
expected to make it easier to carry out the deception . In 
the early part of the attack h e might easily b e l ed to 
believe that only additional Canadian troops had been added . 
Such a deception might del ay the enemy ' s call for r e i nforce­
ments on this more or l ess static front and thereby give 
1 Cdn Corps an initia l advantage. ((H .S. ) 214B8 , 016(D2) : 
Eighth Army Oper ation Instr uction No.1442 , 25 Nov 44) 

46. While Eighth ~rmy wished to conceal the 
pr eparations of l Cdn Corps at the beginning, onoe the full 
scale army offensive was l a unched and a moasur e of success 
a obieved the opposite e~fect was desir ed . To this end a 
cover p l a n was designed to l ead the enemy t o r e inforce this 
front . This cover plan, known a s Operat+on "SHELLAC " 

... 
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was part of t he fi . b . I . overall deception pl an des igned to 
inorease the a pparent threat ~o the enemy ' s eastern flank, 
and decreas e that threa t in the Bologna sector . It was 
desi~ned to draw off the enemy is troops barring the Fifth 
krmy s advance to Bologna and aid in the succes sful capture 
of that city . The int ention for Eighth ~rmy was : 

(a ) To increase the apparent strength of Eighth 
t.rmy by discl osing the presence of 10 Corps 
with under command 46 Inf Div, 4 Inf Div and 
9 Armd Bda in a forward concentra tion area 
behind 1 Cdn Corps . 

(b) When it is decided in which dir action 1 Cdn 
Corps is to a t tack from the a r ea of M.kSSA 
LOMBARDA 2742 , to dis clos e that 10 Corps 
will oper ate i n the other direction . 

((H . S . )214B8 . 016(D2 ): Eighth ~rmy Operation 
Instruction No . 1445 , 30 Nov 44) 

This might f orce the enemy to regroup his rea erv~s in order 
to counter a two- pronged advance from Massa Lombarda whil e 
i n fact onl y a singl o attack would devel op . The me thod 
us ed in this deception scheme f ollowed the gener a l pl an of 
previous ones used in Italy pr ior to an all out offensive . 
A limited number of personnel and vehicl es from the maj or 
units of 10 Corps wer e to be empl oyed to denote concentration 
of the whol e Corps . Bogus wirel ess messages were _to be 
passed and concentr ation ar eas marked with sign posts, e tc. 
The Royal Navy and Air Force were to oo- opera t e by simulat­
ing a threa t of an amphibious l ending in the Gul f of 
Venice (ibid ) . 

47 . Confer enc es to co - ordinate the operations of 
l Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn L~rmd Div were held a t Headquarters 
l Cdn Corps on 28 and 29 Nov , and fina l arr angements for the 
attack were made . As 10 Inf Div had still not dislodged the 
enemy in the area of Casa Bettini, it was decided to have a 
crossing built a short distance to the south at 427277, 
within the 5 Corps boundary. Al though the exact t ime of 
the r el i ef of the Indian division was still undecided both 
l Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn 1~rmd Div wore prepared for the t ake ­
over about 1 Doc . One brigade group of l Cdn Inf Div was to 
move in to the Indian br i dgehead with one batt a l ion of 5 Cdn 
hrmd Div under command . When th e attack commenced the 5 
Cdn rtrmd Div unit would revert to under its own d i visional 
command, and the r emainder of the urmoured division ' s brigade 
woul d move into t he bridgehead on the right of 1 Cdn Inf 
Div . One squadr on of Cr ocodile flamethr owers was to be 
under colll1'11and 1 Cdn Inf Div until the crossing of the 
Lamone , when it was t o pass t o command of 5 Cdn Armd Div . 
To assist the l at t or formation in its oper ati ons , which 
included the capture of Ravenna , Porterforce passed to 
under Gener a l Hoffmeister 1s command at 0600 hours 29 Nov . 
In addi tion to its own artill ery each division was .allotted 
in support one medium r egiment of 1 Cdn A. G. R. A.; the 
remainder of the Corps artillery was to b e controlled by 
t he C. C .R . A. ( "CHUCKLE" Introduction , pp 6-7 ; W .D. , G. S . , 
H.Q. 1 Cdn Cor ps , November 1944 : i.ppx 59 , Notes on ..Corps 
Commander' s Conference , 28 Nov ; Appx 61 , 1 Cdn Corps Oper­
ation Instruction No . 37 , 29 Nov 44 ). 

. 
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48. Air support f or the operati on was t o be on 
as l arge a s cal e as possib l e in view of the fact that 5 
Cor ps and 2 Polc orps wer e to begin op0rati ons at the same 
time . No clos ~ support bombing wa s called for during the 
earl y stage of the oper ation due to the fact tha t the enemy 
had not t o any great ext ent ccnstructed 11 ampl aced 11 position-s 
a l ong his presant front. However , six t ent acles were avail­
able to the Canadian Corps opQra ti on from 29 Nov . "Rover 
Dav1d11 would b u availabl e in th.:> Corps a r ea , wi th R/T links 
to both Divisional and Corps Headquarter s . To ob t ain max­
imum eff ect, 11 Cabrank 11 attacks woul d be r equested for a 
time t o coincide as near as possib l e with that of the ground 
attack . Individual towns woulc not be blitzed unless there 
was pr oof tha t t he enemy was occupying t hem in strength. 
~ list of t a r ge t s including houses and churches (possibl e 
O. PsJ was submi tted to krmy Headquarter s , but only t o be 
bombed if the enemy was known to be a ctually ocoupying them. 
Since it was appr eciatod that the onemy woul d do all his 
moving by night , espec i a lly in the area of Route 16, t he 
Desert Air Force wa s a s ked to ha r a ss these roads from l ast 
until first l ight , b-y flar e dro;:ping, bombing and str afing 
( (H. S.) 224Cl . 096(Dl) : Air Plan for Operation "CHUCKLE", 
28 Nov 44) . 

49 . Destined t o pl ay an important part i n the 
early stages of the coming operations was a group cf some 
900 Italian partisans from Rav~ nna and the a r ea north t o the 
Valli d i Comacchio . TStis f orce VJ" S commanded by a parti s an 
known as 11 Ma.jor Bulow , On 20 No• Bul ow , who had reached 
Army Headquarters by boa t t he night befor e , visi tad Head­
quarters 1 Cdn Corps , where h e ga ve tho G. S . O. II (Int) 
valuable infor rn.e.tion of enemy act~vities in .the Rav enna area . 
He was briefed by the G. O. C. a s t o the Corps' intentions for 
the Dec ember offensive . /, s e res ·.ll t of arrangements made at 
this meeting wireless r epor ts en the movement , strength · and 
activities of the enemy forces in the Ravenna area passed 
f r eely t o Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps , and these wer e of grea t 
assistance in the oper ati ons sl~ s ~quent t o the capture of 
Ravenna ( 11 CHUCKI...;" Intr oduc tio:'l, p . 9 ; W. D., G. S., H. Q, 
1 Cdn Corps , 20 Nov 44) 

H Organiz ed as the 28th Gariba l di Brigade by the Commi ttee 
of Lib e r ation in Ravenna Province and f i rst under the 
command of an Ita lian offic er I.i eut Arrigo Bol drini (nom 
de guerre ~ j or Bulow) . Bulow; s partisans first bege.n 
wor king wi th Eigh~h Army early in Sept ember as the r esult 
of contacting an Italia n Marine Commando de t achment 
l anded behi nd the l ines at t hat time . They collected 
intelligence i n Ravenna. Province which they passed back 
t o Army via an a gent with a wire l e ss s e t l ef t behind for 
that purpose by the ComMando a~tachment . In r e turn ~rmy 
supplied the partisans fil th Rr: :s and suppl ies . (Allied 
Strategy : Appx 11 G11 -4, p . 98) . 
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50 . The ground over which the Canadian Corps 
opera tions were t o be f ought was l ow lying and characterised 
by its flatn~ss and by its i nnumerabl e water courses. 
Between the starting line and the Corps final objective, 
Massa Lombarda, there wer e four main rivers t o be crossed, 
the Montone, Lamone, Senio and Sant erno . Be tween these 
rivers there were numerous s treams and canals which formed 
a network over the whol e a r ea . In centuria s past this l ow 
land had formed a great marsh. When the snow melted on the 
Apennines each spring i mmens e to1·r ents poured down through 
cliffs to the foothills, seokjng the Adriatic . This spate 
spread across the plain en gulfing l ar ge ar eas. As the 
countryside became p opulated it v1as found possible to 
contain thes e s eas onal f l oods by rais ing the river banks 
with r amparts of earth. In the plains the water moved 
sluggishly to the sea t ending to silt rather than t o er ode , 
and thus gradually r ais ed the river beds above the l evel of 
the surrounding l a nd . To c onfi ne the spring freshets the 
banks were built higher and higher until t o-day the line 
of each river is marked by great dykes standing above the 
plain. When the threat t o the Go~hic Line became 1rnm1nent 
the enemy began c ons true ting t hor oughf'ares a l ong thes e 
dyked rivers . In pla ces the fl ood banks were scooped out 
and underground accommodation p~ovided f or the garrisons. 
Tunnels wer e built and r eve ttPd ~~th s t out timbers with 
openings on the sides liko port-hol es in a shi p . From thes e 
portholes protruded the ugly l!l'JZ Zles of the enemy guns . 
The l a zy meanders of the rivers .n:a.de the successive posts 
mutually supporting and allowed t hem to sweep a wide front 
with c onverging and enfilade fire . At the appropriate time 
all main bridges wer e destroyed; the garris ons of the near 
bank crossed on foot-bridge s which when not in use could 
be swung back aga inst the f ar bank . The narrow dyke s 
offered a meagre t ar get f or artillery and bombs , With out 
br idging they were impassab l e for t anks and vehicles, and 
new bridges could only b e buil t on t~e site of the demolished 
structure s since the slopes of the ba nks were too steep for 
tracked or whee l ed vehicles t o S\J:>J.O.oun t without approaching 
r amps. Thus, t o r each thane fl ood banks with mechanized 
arms pres ented a pr oblam of extr er9 dif ficulty; t o storm 
them a grim task i ndeed , In rr·wy ar eas , notably 1n the 
coastal strip, the ground is r :..oc .. ed dur·lng the a utumn and 
early winter months and the mo-ren;~ .::lt of vohicles would be 
confined t o the r oads . Vli th t b9 ·~:rnep t .i on of Routes 9 and 
16 the numerous sec ondar y r oads wer e narrow and water-
l ogged at this time of year . ITb.e ? i ger Triumphs , pp 173-4; 
"OHUCKLE" Introduction , pp 2- 3 } . - -- --

51. Because of the nature of this l ow-lying area 
a nd the strong natur a l defencen t he enemy had only two 
divisions (under LXXVI Pz Cor p1 ) opposing Eighth Army in . 
this sector . From the Adr iatic t o the vicinity of Alber e t o 
(4028) 114 Jaeger Divisi on held t he r i ght or c oastal flank 
and 356 Inf Div the l eft. The di visiona l boundary was 
approximately the 45 Easting jvs t west of S , Pancrazio . 356 
Inf Div which wa s bearing the br unt of 10 Ind Div attacks 
covered the f r ont between the 45 Lasting and Albereto . 
While the troops of the Jaeger Division wer e of poor quality 
and under strength, those of t he 356 Division wer e much 
better and quite up t o strength , 2 9 was shown by the 
l atter's stubborn r esistance b ef ore 10 Ind Divis a tta cks. 
There wer e practica lly no tanks ir:medi ately available , as 
the ma j ority were i n the Faenza a~ea opposing 5 Corps. 
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Artillery of both' these divis.ions was under strength. The 
enemy's tactics are also worthy of mention. His custom 
was to fight a stiff · delaying action on e·ach river line 
until our forces stopped to regroup, when he ·would b~eak 
.~ontaot and withdraw to the next de f endable line and await 
our attaok, During the early evening of l Dec, 356 Inf Div, 
which had been resisting fiercely throughout the last week 
of Nove~er, onoe more adopted these tactics and disenga~ed 
on the front . taken over that day by 1 Inf Div . ("CHUCKLE 
Introduction, ' pp 9 - 10; C.I ~ G . S . Summary Italy, 30 Nov 44; 
W.D,, G.S ., H. Q. l Cdn Corps, Novemb er 1944 : Appx 37, Int 
Summary No. 165, 29 Nov 44) 

1 CDN INF DIV (3 CDN INF BDE) ADVANCE TO THE LAMONE, 
2 - 5 DEC 44 

62. ht the Teatro Dante in Riccione , on 25 .Nov, 
Brigadier Smith, the acting G . O . C~ 1 Cdn Inf Div, held a 
oonferenoe of the officers of h i s divisional staff and of 
brigade groups down to and including company and squadron 1 
commanders and discussed his plan for the forthcoming · 
operations , The divisional plan called for the oper ation 
to be oar1•ied out in four phase s. (See Map l). In Phase l, 
3 Cdn Inf Bde would launch an a t tack designed to capture 
Russi and force a bridgehead over the . Lamone River. The 
start line for this phase of the operations would be flex-
ible and would depend on the line r eache d by 10 Ind Div in 
its current operation west of the Montone River . On the P 
successful completion of the 3 Cdn Inf Bde task< 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde would advance to capture Bagnaoavallo (3938) and 
establish a bridgehead over the Senio River . The third 
phase , assigned t o 1 Cdn Inf Bde , called for the capture 
of Cotignola (3634) and Lugo (3338) and exploitation to the 
line of the Santerno River . In the final stage 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde would r e- enter the battle, capture Massa Lornbarda (2742) 
and push north-west to Medicina (1245) . Each stage of the 
attack would be supportad by the divisiona l artillery and 
1 Cdn A.G.R.a . ilir support would i nclude rocket-firing 
Thunderbolts, new to 1 Cdn Inf Div . Enemy reaction to the ~ tll;; 
attack was expected to f ollow the pa ttern previously set , 
i. e . , a small b&ttle at a river line , a period of no 
contact, another bump at the next river line and so on . It 
was expected that he would continue thes e tactics until he 
reaohed the salt pan lying between Ar genta and Bologna, wh~n · 

he would probably r egroup and str engthen his position. On 
the conduct of the battle Brigadier Smith stressed the 
following pointsi 

There must be an alternative plan for every 
action of every unit and sub -unit. 

Get patrols .up to the next river obstacle 
innnediatel y after a bridgehea d has been formed . 

Do not worry ab out flanks. We can and must 
forget flanks right down to company and 
battalion level. 

Avoid house fighting. Bring fir e down before 
we reach them. 

((H. S . 224Cl . 016(D5) : Historical Officer's 
Notes on G.O, C's Confer enc e (Brigadier Smith ' s) 
25 Nov 44) 
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53 . On 28 Nov 3 Cdn Inf' Bde moved north from the 
· r est area near Riccione t o a concentration area be tween the 
Montone and the Ronc o north of Forli. At this time the 
b r igade group consisted , in addition to its three infantry, 
battali ons, of two batt eries f r om 1 A. Tk Regt R. C. h.. , 11 0 1 

Coy Sa sk L. I . (M. G. ), 3 Heavy Mor t ar Bty Sask L.I., 4 Fd Coy 
R. C. E., 9 Lt Fd Amb R. C. A. M. C., and 11 C11 Sqn , 12th Ba ttalion 
Royal Tank Regiment, now equipped with a numb er of 
"Crocodiles 11 (Churchill t a nks equipped wi th flame throwing 
attachments) . On tho following day Brigade Headquarters 
r ece ive d wor d t ha t R. O. D. would b e pla ced under command to 
provide flank protection on tho l eft. ii.a ye t ther e wero no 
bridges over the Montone in t his s ec tor except for a Class 2 
pontoon bridge and two suspension foo t bridge s . 

This meant that a ll traffic into th~ bridgehead 
had t o go SOUTH through FORLI and then up the 
WEST side of the MONTONE wh~re the one available 
r oad wa s narrow and r apidly bec oming broken up 
with the volume of traffic us ing it and the bad 
weather conditions . Owing t o the shallowness of 
the br idgehead , the ar ea was als o very cr owded 
with t r oops , vehicles , tanks and guns , All 
transport was r oad bound duo not only t o the muddy 
condition of the fi elds, but a lso t o the f act that 
the ma j ority of the entrances t o farmyards acr oss 
the deep ditches which line d either side of the 
r oad had been destroyed by the enemy . These 
physical factors wer e t o r ender mor e difficult the 
t a sk of passing the brigade through the India ns. 

((H,S . )234Cl . 013(Dl0): 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Ope r a tions in Ital y , 2 Dec 44 t o 6. Jan 45, 
Part I) 

On 30 Nov while 10 Ind Div made a fina l effort t o s ecure 
the bridging site a t Oa sa Be ttini, a short distance upstream 
at 427277 the engineers c ommanced the construction of a 
Class 40 Bailey-1£ . To allow t ime for the compl eti on of these 
tasks , the movo of 3 Cdn Inf Bde over tho Montone , origina l:cy 
planne d for the n i ght 29/30 Nov was n ow set ba ck to the 
morning of 1 Dec . (Ibid ; er at ions of Bri tish Indian and 
Dominion Forces : . SeotI'On C, 5 Corps Oper ati ons : Appx 
41) 

54 . At 2130 hours on the 30th, the Brigade 
Commander , Brigadi &r J . P. E. Bar natch&z, called an "o" Gr oup 
at bis headquarters and gave out bis pl ans f or the t ake­
over . At daylight the infantry wou.ld cross the river on the 
foot - bridge while the essential transport movetl b~ound 
via Forli. It wa s anticipated tha t the Bai l ey bridge a t 
427277 would b e comple t ed by 0800 hour s , a t which time the 
r emaining tra nspor t woul d cros s the Montone . The Brigade 
Group wa s t o b e enla r ged still f urth er by R. C. D. c oming 
under c ommand f or l ef t flank pro t ection , and a Br i tish unit, 
K. D.G., comi ng in on the righ t . In addition it had now been 

K Presumab l y the bridge r eferrod t o i n the Three Brigade 
r eport a s a Class 30 Bailey a t 425274 . The s ame s ource 
gives the time of c ompla tion of the bridge as 1000 hours 
1 Dec . 
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decided t o launch the ini tia l 5 Cdn Armd Div a tta ck fr om 
the Montone bridgehead , and f or t his purpose P. L. D. G. had 
been placed t emporarily undor connnand 3 Cdn Inf Bde . The 
Princes s Louise would b e the l ast uni t t o move into the 
bridgehead and would take up a position b e tween West N. S,R. 
and the river. K. D. G., a lthough under c onnnan d 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde , would n ot pass into the bridgehead as that part of the 
10 Ind Div s ector which they wer e t o t ake ov er l ay east of 
the Montone . The 10 Ind Div supporting a rmour and anti-tank 
guns woul d r emain in pos ition unt il our t anks and anti- tank 
guns wer e able t o cros s t h e Bail ey bridge . During t he day 
{30 Nov) the I ndian Divisi on had pushed forwa r d , and by the 
time th• 11 0 11 Group was ca lled had r eached Ca sa Be ttini. 
(Oper3tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bdo .Q.Q. cit; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 30 Nov 44 ; W.D., 4 P. L. D.G. , 29 Nov 44 ) 

55. At first l igh t on 1 Dec, th~ ba t tal ions 
c onnnenood t o move forwa r d t o the Monton e . By 1000 hours the 
bridge ove r the rive r was r eady and traffic a t once be gan 
to pass over it . With one exception the change- over 
proceeded smoothly a nd a t 1600 h ours Brigadi er Ber nitchez 
t ook over c ommand of the s ector fr om 10 Ind Inf Bde • West 
N. S. R., h owever, d i d not c ompl e t e its r e l i of of t he Indi ans 
until early evening b ecaus e of enemy counter-a tta cks during 
the day aga inst the l a tter . The l a st unit t o cross the 
river, 4 P.L.D. G., was in position by 1730 h ours , Thus on 
the e ve of the a ttack the uni ts comprising 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
wer e p ositi oned a s f ollows : on thd right K. D. G. in widely 
sca tte r ed troop positions (4 63292- 445285) fa ced up t o the 
eas t bank of th~ Montona b e tween the l eft-fl anking positions 
of Westmr R. in the a r ea s outh of Molinaocio and the P.L . D. G. 
a ssemb l y a r ea across the river near Ca s a Be ttini ; in f r ont 
of P.L . D. G. the two forwa r d c ompanies of West N.S. R. l ay 
r espectively 700 yar ds n orth and 1000 yar ds nor th-west of 
Ca s a Bettini (434296 and 426293) ; about 1000 yards t o the 
south- wost of the l att er unit just for ward of the Scol o via 
Cupa fr om 420288 t o 415285 was R . 22e R.; R. C. D. was cov er ­
ing the l eft flank with t wo squadr ons about 1100 yards 
north of I~lb ere to on the Russi r oad and a third t o the west 
of Al b er o t o near the Scol o vi a Cupa . Carlt & Yor k R. 
r emained i n r es e rve eas t of the Montone . (Oper a tions of 
3 Cdn Inf Bde ; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn I nf Bde , l Dec 44 ; W.D . , 
G. S ., H. Q. 1 C1n Inf Div ; fi . D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., G. S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, De cember 1944 : Appx 72 1 
Sitrep 020145 ) 

56. With t he compl etion of t he r e l ief of 1 0 Ind 
Inf Bde on 1 Dec by 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 Cdn Corps assumed 
command of the whol e r ight f l ank of Eight h Army from 
exclusive Albe r e t o to tho coast . hS l aid down in a 1 Cdn 
Corps mes s age on 30 Nov1ilfthe b oundar y b a tween 5 Corps and 

~ From right t o l eft 1st Ki ng ' s Dragoon Guards r e li eved 2nd 
Battalion 10th Gurkha Rif l es , the West Nova Sco tia Regiment 
the 4th Battalion (Duke of Connau gh ts Own) 10 th Baluoh 
Regiment, The Royal 22c Regiment the 1st Ba tta l ion Durham 
Light Infantry an d the 1st Ar moured Car Regiment (the Royal 
Canadi a n Dragoons) tho 1st Ba ttalion 2nd Punjab Regi ment. 

Ja( The exact b oundary wa s as f ollows: a ll inclusive 5 Corps 
586169 , 542183, 485210 , 471213, 456220 , 444220 , 422245 , 
440275, 420285 , 405295 , 377312 , 356325, 335338, 330349, 
317357 , 305355, 265378, 
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1 Cdn Corps r an from the Montone a few hundred yards s outh 
of Casa Bettin i in a west-north- west direo t i on and over the 
Lamone River 500 yards downstream from Le Tombe (3829) . 
Forward of the Lamone it ran north- west crossing the Canale 
Naviglio about 300 yards north of Granarol o (3532) and on 
to reach the Senio River nearly 3000 yards above Cotignol a 
(3634) (W. D., G. S . , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , November 1944 i Appx 
62, 1 Cdn Corps G. o. 218) , At 0145 hours 2 Dec , H. Q. l Cdn 
Corps signalled H.Q. Ei ghth Army the following as the Corps 
in ten ti ons : 

5 Cdn llrmd Div , 12 Cdn Inf' Bde , are attacking t o 
cut Highway 16 area 4942 ••• 1 Cdn Inf Div , 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde will capture Russ i and s ec ur e cross ings 
over River Lamone ••• H hour both divisions 020900 
hours , •• Partisans - 3 ambush partie s will operate · 
east and north eas t of Ravenna . 

(W . D. , G. S ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , December 19441 
hp px 136, G. O. 233) 

The boundary b e tween 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn hrmd Div f or 
the first phase of the Cor ps attack followed the line of the 
Scolo Via Cupa (421291) a s far as a point (461336) due south 
of Godo, then swung northwards, passing 1200 yards west of 
Godo (431377) , t o the Lamone River opposite Traversa r a (4237). 
In or der t o facilitate movement i nto the bridgehead the 
Corps boundary was moved t emporari ly appr oxim~tely 2 , 000 
yards to the south-wes t t o include within the Canadi an 
sector t he bridge at 427277. (Ibid : Appx 3 , 1 Cdn Corps 
G. O. 234 ) - -

57. h t 2130 h ours Br i gadi er BernatoQez hel d his 
Orders Group, and final de tai ls f or the initial a ttack wer e 
prepared . H Hour was s e t f or 0900 hours , 2 Dec . On 3 Odn 
Inf Bde front Vlest N.S. R. a nd R. 22e R. wer e or der ed t o 

'advance nor th t o the Lamone and establish a bridgehead over 
t hat river. West N. S . R. would advance t o its ~irs t obje ct­
ive the Scol o v i a Cupa (4331 ) whar e it r an due s outh of 
Russi. Fr om this position the batt alion woul d by- pass Russi 
(on the battalion l eft) , cross the r a i l way and capture the 
crossroads on the Via d i Pjangipane 600 ya rds farther north 
~t 448353 ). R. 22e R. was or der ed t o advance paralle l t o 
West N,S ,R., by- pa ss Rus s i t o the west, se cure the line of 
the r ailway (arda 4234 ) nnd advance we s t fr om ther e t o the 
Lalilone (area 4235 ) . It wa s hoped tha t the "Van Doos 11 on 
r eaching the river, might ca pture the railway bridge 
(416352) i ntact by ge tting i n beh ind the enemy , Carlt & 
York R. in r eservo , would be pr epar ed f or the Lamone River 
a ssaul t and was put on one h our ' s not i ce t o move . ~ t H Hour 
4 P.L. D. G. and K. D. G. wer e t o r evert t o command 5 Cdn Armd 
Div• Th,c f or mer unit was t o t ake par t in the armoured 
divisi on~s att ack on the right flank , (Oper ations of 3 Odn 
Inf Bde ; W. D., R. 22e R., De cember 1944 : Appx 73, Ba ttle 
Report on Oper ati ons fr om 31 Nov 44 t o 10 Jan 45) · 

58. Artillery s upport was t o c onsist of a s eri es 
of concenna tions on tho 1.mmedi a t e fr ont with l ater targets 
on call, A number of specified a i r t a rge ts wer e on oall 
fr om 0900 hours t o b e engaged by f ighter b omber a ircraft 
already circling the targe t ar ea , Additiona l a ircraft wer e 
to engage in b ombing .and strafing the 1mmedia t e r ea r of the 
enemy lines f or half an hour sts r ting at H Hour . One t r oop 
of the North Irish Hors e woul d support each batt ali on in the 

• ,.,A 

.----,,_ - - - ·- --- ·=- -
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initial phase and 11 0 11 S~n 12 R. T. R. would be ava ilable in 
reserve. Flame throwing ' c r ocodiles 11 from the last- named 
s quadron were on call, and each battalion was allotted anti­
t ank support. (Oper a tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bde) 

59 . Both Canadian divisions went into the a ttaok 
a t 0900 hours 2 Dec . They me t little opposi tion a t the 
start, for, in coni'ormity wi th his method of defens ive 
fighting , the enemy bad r etired during the pr evious n ight 
to a position along the Scolo via Cupa . R. 22e R. wa s 
astride this canal a t the b eginning of the a ttack but s oon 
encountered opposition a long the ne t work of roads and ir­
rigation tr enches on the ir f r ont . On t he r ight West N. S . R. 
got two pl a toons a cross the Scolo in the area of a blown 
bridge (432310) a t 1345 h ours , but be caus e of a threatening 
enemy counter attack had to a ssume the def ens ive for sever a l 
h ours , At 1745 h ours, however , this unit launched a two­
company a ttack f rom its small bridgehead but moa ting with 
ver y heavy opposi tion withdrew in a short time t o the near 
bank of the canal . As night f e l l R. 22e R. t o the west wer e 
als o he ld up on the s ame gener al line , in spi t e of r epeated 
company a tta cks . Thus , a t tho end of the first days f i ght­
ing the brigade had advanced less than 2 , 000 yards . 
( Ibid; W. D., R. 22e R. , 2 Dec 44 ; W.D. , West N. S . R. , 2 Dec 
44/ 

50. The Br igade Commander order ed both battalions 
to cont inue to pr e ss forwar d during the night . Shortly 
a fter 2100 h ours infor mati on wa s r eceived f r om Divisional 
Intelligence tha t the enemy on the l eft flank wer e pr eparing 
to withdra w to the Lamone . Just befor e mi dnight , opposition 
on that f l ank did slacken and both ba ttali ons pr epa r ed for a 
r apid advanc e during the r ema ining hours of darkne ss . Mean­
while on the l eft R. C. D. had moved strong pa trols for ward to 
cover t he l eft flank of R. 22e R. (W . D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
2 De c 44 ; W. D. , R. C. D. , 2 Dec 44 ) 

61. By midnight R. 22e R. advancing aga in and 
with two companies l eading , by- pass e d the enemy ' s str ongl y 
pr epared positions . By dayl ight one company bad r eache d 
t he line of t he r a ilway north of Russi (4333) whe r e it 
waited for the r dma inder of t he batt ali on t o move up . The 
infiltration of the for ward compania s during the n ight made 
it possibl e for the r ear companies and Carl t & York R. 
following up t o ca pture a number of prisoners aft er daylight , 
During the r emainder of the morning R. 22e R. firmed up 
the ir positions just short of the r a ilway l ine in pr epar a tion 
for a fina l advanc e to the Lamone . Meanwhile West N.ti.R. 
made anot he r two- com~any attack acr os s the Scolo via Cupa 
at 0215 hours (3 Dec ) . This time the Nova Sc otia ns me t 
littl e opposition and by dayl ight wer e on the outskirts of 
Russi and had t aken the hamle t of Pezzolo . At 0700 hours 
one company advanc ed to Russi a nd f ound it fr ee of the 
enemy. Immed i a t e l y n orth of the t own, h owever, the bat­
tali on wa s again held up by sniper and heavy mortar fir e 
a l ong the line of the r a ilway . (Oper a tions of 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde ; W.D., R. 22e R., 3 De c 44 ; W. D., West N. S. R., 3 Dec 44 ) 

62 . Ea r ly on the morning of 3 De c Br igadi e r 
Smith visited Brigadier Ber na. tche z's Headqua rters and con­
gratulated him on the a chievements of his Brigade during 
the night . Bot h Commander s now hoped f or a r a p.id advance 
to the Iamone and t he establishmen t of a bridgehead on the 
other side . R. 22e R. wa s or dered t o move for waf d and s e ize 
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the railway bridge and the r oad bridge (427365) a mile 
farther north . The battalion was urged to make ever y effort 
t o capture these bridges intact and if poss i bl e to cross 
the river . Carlt & York R. would then pass through R, 22e R, 
and establish a firm bridgehead acr oss the Lamone . By this 
time 12 R. T. R. had r elieved N. I . H. ,and Carlt & York R. was 
i n position close behind R. 22e R •. Wes t N. S . R. was or dered 
to continue its advance and cut the railway north of Russi 
in order t o secure the r ight flank of the brigade . (Ibid) 

63 . The advance to the Lamone , however , was not 
to be an easy one . By 1000 hours it was ob vious that t he 
enemy intended to hold the line of the railway on both 
battalion fr onts , West N. S.R. was again halted north of 
Russi while the R. 22e R. company, which had r eached the 
r ailway during the night, was driven from its positions by 
heavy enemy f ire . Brigade Headquarters now made arrange­
ments for a fr esh attack by the two battalions c oor di nated 
wi t h an arti llery fire plan t o take place early in the 
after noon . R. 22e R, were t o se cure the fork in the r a il­
way then swing left to the river between the two lines . On 
the r ight West N. S.R. would r enew its eff orts t o ge t f orward 
north of Russi whi l e , in the r ear, Carlt & York R, would 
have two companie s standing by in r eadiness to pass through 
and exploi t s uccess . (W,D,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Ede , 3 De c 44 ; 
W, D,, R. 22e R., 3 Dec 44) 

64 . At 1400 h ours R. 22~ R. began its att ack and 
quickly crossed the railway at 424341 . The leading company 
then turned l eft t owards the r iver in the triangl e for med 
by the r ailway, but soon mot stiff opposi ti on and by the 
t i me i t r eached the c entre of the triangl e the enemy wGr e 
attacki ng from all sides , Two companias , one on each flank, 
advanced to r elieve the pressure on the forward company but 
without suocass. However, wi th the a id of artiller y and 
mortar fir e the batt alion held its positions . On the right, 
West N. S. R, again was Wlable to get forward . The enemy 
were f i ghti n g hard t o deny the Br igade the nppr onches of the 
Lamone , (W . D., R, 22e R., 3 Dec 44 ; W. D., West N, S . R, , 
3 Dec 44) 

65 . With his brigade sta l emated s ever a l hundred 
yards fr om the river , Brigadier Berna t chez decided t o us e 
Car lt & York R. to c omple t~ the attack to the river l ine ; 
f or i n th e meanti me on 5 Cdn Arma Div front 12 Inf Ede had 
r eached and cut the r a ilway eas t of Godo and were still 
advancing, With the enemy withdrawing on this flank ~ 
br igade night a ttack was s e t for 2130 hours . Carlt & York 
R. was or dered to advance through R. 22e R. and clear the 
river f r om the r ailway n orth t o t he r oad bridge (·127365) . 
West N. S . R. on the right flank was or dered t o attack again 
across the r ailway and se cure the ar ea fl anki ng Car lt & Yor k 
R ~ advance . This night a ttack was t o be supported by artil­
l ery conc en trati ons laid down on the ob jectives prior to 
H Hour . On the br i gade left R. C. D. Vias or der ed to patrol 
f orward as f ar as possible and to hold any ground it c ould 
acquire . (W. D. , H;Q. 3 Cdn Inf Ede , 3 Dec 44) 

66 , By the t i me the a tta ck started the whol e 
battle ar ea was c overed with dens e f og, but enemy oppositi on 
had lessened and the two ba ttalions got off t o a good start. 
Both Carlt & York R. and Wes t N;S .R; prodded their way for ­
ward overcoming scatter ed r esistanc e and capturing several 
pri s oners . On the right West N.SeR. companies quickly 
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ranched thei r objectives and consolidutad their positions . 
At daylight Carlt & York R. with its right f l ank now 
pr otected continued to ba ttle forward , coming under in­
cr easingly heavy onemy fire ·t s it app r.:rnched the r i vor . 
Now however enemy posts e"'st of the river wore few in 
number , tho main opposition coraing from his positions on 
the filr b onk . Shortly after dvybr eak lending elcoents of 
the br igade r Goched both the r ailway and rood bridge s but 
found them demolished , with enemy M.Gs . on the far bank 
cover ing tha appro , ches . During the remainder of the mor n­
i ng Cnr lt & York R. continued cle~ring tho o r ca between the 
two bridges and ot the s cmo time ende~voured to press 
northwar ds tJWt~rds the inter-di visi ::>nc 1 boundory (see para 
56) . (W . D., West N. S . R . , 3 and 4 Doc <rt.r ; W. D., Corlt &. 
York R. , 3 end~ DQc 4~ ) 

THE Rl!;pULSE OF 1 CDN INF BDE .tt T T...1~ L,.',MONE , 5 DEC 44 

67 . On the morning of 4 Dec the G. O.C, 1 Cdn 
I nf Div orderod 1 Cdn I nf Bdc to ntt~ck through the 3 Cdn 
Inf nde positions end estnblish n bridg~ncnd across the 
Lamone . Br igadier J . n . Calder , E. D., had ~lrendy r ecGived 
advice of the possibility of this operntion and hod pluced 
his units on short notice to movG . The Brignde nt this time 
wos concentr~ ted just west of the Montone in the vicinity 
of Casa Bettini . At 0900 hours Hast & P.E.R. and R. C. R. 
were moved forward to positions behind 3 Cdn Inf Bde while 
pl ans fo r the ottnck we r e being prepared . The Divisional 
Co!ll:ilander, anxious to gst a foothold across the Lrurione , 
or dered tha assault to begin at 1250 hours clong the river 
line between the rona bridge and the rcilwuy bridg0 31. . East 
& P .E. R. war e or dor od t o make the initial attack , and the 
r emaining bottalions of the brig~de wer e moved for ward i n 
or der to exp l oit success . bn ortiller y progrnmme was pr e­
pur od to cover the crossing, ~nd a Ti~thy Tc r get arranged 
to cover the c rss through which the ~dvanco b$yond the 
r iver woul d be made . Carlt & York R. would assist the 
cross ing with supporting fire on the flanks . ((H. S.) 
23401 . 0l3(Dl0) : 1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Oper ations , December 
1 944 ) 

-----·-----·-· ----------------------------
I took sever~l photos of the Lomone at the r a ilway 
bridge (417353) •.• The r nilw:y trovols on a high 
embenkment- l eval with the dyke tops and 20 feet 
nbovG level of surrounding country. This g ives 
commanding view of river . The rive r flood banks 
n r e the highest yot encJuntered {going north- wust ). 
25 foot dykes on land side , 40 foot on river side 
- some cones at river l ovGl - but m~stly grcssy 
b~nks . Footpath ~nd bicycle trnck on top of dykes . 
From the dyke t ops BQgn~ ccvallo is visible bc twoon 
the trees . Fields still small , with 12 inch thick 
poplars supporting th3 vines in the bridg;hecd. 

· ~( rl . ~ .) 903 . 0J3L D~) : Italy -
Topogruphical Notes by Lt- Col 
G. \J . L . Nicholson , Se~tember -
November , 1948 , p . 30 J 
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68 , At 1300 hours Hast & P. E . R. began moving 
forward fr om their start line , a ditch 150 ya rds east of 
the river, but when they wer e within a f ew yards of the 
Lamone they suddenly came under intense mortar and machine 
gun fir e . The dyked river wall in this area was appr ox­
i ma t e l y 45 feat high and with the enemy apparently con­
trolli n g this obstacle it s eemed impossible for the b a t ­
talion to a dvance further. However, with the support of 
our artiller y one company a ttempt ed t o climb the dyke , 
but was again held up by heavy fire . After this second 
att empt the c.o. of the tattalion decid3d that it would 
b e impossible without greater support to make the river 
crossing and accordingly orderod his men t o withdraw. 
(Ib id; W. D. , Has t & P. E . R., 4 Dec 44) 

69. Following the f a ilure of the Hast & P. E.R. ' .s 
a ttack the Brigade Connnander immedia tely called an 11 0 11 

Group and l aid p l ans f or a fresh assa ult in the s ame area , 
Be now intended t o make a two-battalion attack , using Has t 
& P,E.R. on the r ight and R. C. R. on the l eft , during the 
h ours of darkne ss . Behind the assault waves , the suppor t ing 
engineer s would be held in r eadiness t o construct rafts and 
t empor ary brid~es . H Hour was se t f or 0100 h ours 5 Dec . 
Following the 011 Group both batt alions began ma.king the ir 
individual pl ans for the a ttack . Rec onnaissanc e patr ols 
went forward and with grea t diffioulty climbed the dyke t o 
ga in informati on about the depth and width of the river . 
The R. C. R. patrol Commander was drowned in the i cy water , 
when he a ttemp t ed t o swim the river, but his patrol got back 
with the informati on that the water was icy oold and running 
fast , with a depth of five f ee t and a wi dth of 35 , Mean­
while an artille r y plan had b een compl e t ed which included 
the fire support o~ four medium r egiments in addition t o 
tha t of the divisiona l field r egimon t s . This plan ca lled 
for a s eries of med ium concentrations a l ong the r oad on the 
far side of tho river from H- 10 until H Bour , with divisional 
fiel d r egiments on the same t argets H- 2 until H plus 10 . At 
H plus 10 the divisional artiller y would lift and until H 
plus 40 engage other pr e- a r r anged t arge ts , followe d by 
targe t s on call . (Ibid; W, D. , R. C. R. , 4 Dec 44 ; ( (H , S . ) 
234Cl . Ol3(Dl0): Has~P.E. R . Report on Op er ations, December 
1944) 

70 . The R. C. R. plan ca llvd f or an attacK across 
the river jus t north of the r ailway bridge . Because of the 
depth of t he r iver assaul t boats wer e t o b o use d for the 
initial c r ossing. 11 D11 Coy was t o bo in charge of t he b oa ts 
and to be r esponsible f or passing the other thro e companies 
of the battal ion over the rivor . 11A11 Coy on the battalion 
right was t o cross and securo the r oad and track junction 
on the l ater al r oad ( 417357) just north of the r a ilway bridge 
whil"El at the same time on 1 ts l eft 11 B11 Coy would move over 
and take up a position jus t f orward of tho l a ter a l r oad near 
the r ailway embankment (415356) . 11 C11 Coy would then pass 
through t o t ake an.ob Jective on the track about 500 yards 
f or war d of "A" Coy . 1 D11 Coy af t er their f errying duti es 
wer e comple ted would cross a nd reinforce the br idgehead . At 
H Hour b oth "A" and 11 8 11 Coys were f erried acr oss by 11 D11 Coy 
under cover of the barr age . On r oaching the other side they 
moved f or ward without oppos ition and r eachod their objeot-
1 ves . One platoon of "B" Coy, howevar, which tried to cros s 
on the partially demolished r ailway bridge , came under u 
t err if ic mortar concentration and was pr act ically wiped out. 
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"C" Coy then crossed without incident but, becoming confused 
i n the darkness , took up a position some dis t anoa beyond its 
t r ue ob j eo ti ve , By fir st l ight 11 D" Coy had passed f our an ti­
t ank guns and a j eep across on a Class II r aft and was pre­
par ing to move into the bridgehead , (v'/ , D. , R. C. R., 4- 5 Dec 
44 ; Jppx 17, Ba ttle Narr ative Royal Canadian Regimen t) 

71. Up t o this point the R. C. R. operation seemed 
to b e developing into a marked success . Daybreak , however , 
b r ought a heavy fog and indi cations of impending disaster. 
For, i n the course of the night , the enemy had withdrawn 
from the line of the r iver and had t aken up a position a l ong 
the r ail way omban.kmdnt on the l eft flank of R.C . R, Suppor t ed 
by s elf-prope lled guns fir ing through breaches in the dmbank­
ment and by machine gwis l in ing the t op , the enemy countor -
a ttacked 11B 11 Coy and soon overran the company headquarter s, 
t aki ng tho Company Commander and other per sonnel prisoner and 
dispersing the platoons , Leaderles s and r educed t o l ess than 
30 men , tha survivor s , many of them wounded , withdrew t o the 
dyke . In the meantime 11 C11 Coy 500 yards b eyond was r e oe iving 
worse trea t ment . Compl e t e l y domina t ed by me.chi ne guns on 
the r a i lwa y embankment and not yet dug in, the compa ny pr e­
pared t o make a stand in a l arge stone house . But S . P. gun­
f ire brought the hous e down on the def onders' heads and dis ­
persed thos e of the c ompany who had not f a llen to the enemy 
machine gun bulle ts, Close b ehind the S . P. gunfire infantry 
deb ouched fr om a b l ow i n the embankmant a nd overran the 
r emainder of t he company . Only same 12 men of " C" Coy 
managed t o extrica t C:1 themselves and f all back t owar ds ""-" 
OoYr . By 1000 hours ther e wer e only t he r educed numbers of 
11 .A 1 Coy r emaining i n the bridgehead . 11 0 11 Coy in the mean­
time a ttemp t ed t o move f orward in support but was unable t o 
do s o a s the enemy had anticipated this move and brought 
heavy f ire t o bear a l ong the t op of the dyke . Shortly after­
wards "A" Coy effected a withdr awal to the near side of the 
river, abandoning the anti-tank guns which had b een f erried 
across during the n ight • (Ibid ; Galloway , Ma j or Strome , 
E. D. , "55 Axis 11 Wi t h the Royal Ca nadian Regiment 1939- 1945, 
pp 176-79 ) 

72. Meanwhile on thb right flank of the brigade , 
wher e the cr oss ing was pl anned to t ake pl a ce j us t south of 
t ho r oad bridgei, Hast & P. E . R. met an early r evers e whioh 
de layed the ir attack three hours . The two assaulting 
companies f orming up under the near dyke came under our own 
medi\.Dl'l c oncentration and due t o the r esult ant casualties 
and dis or ganization wer e for t he time unable t o pr oceed . 
Battali on Headquarters a t onc e or der ed a fr esh company f or­
ward and s e t back H Hour until 0400 hours. Using a n 
Olafson bridge.JI this company ( 11 0 11 Coy ) r eached the far side 
of the river by 0500 h ours, closel y followed b y 11 ~ 11 and ''B" 
Coys . The three companies then moved off t o the right 
t oward their ob j ective a l ong the Via llber goni. They wer e 
s oon he l d up by the en emy , however , who b egan firing from 

K For a bri ef de scription of 11 0Ll\FSON" bridge s ee par a 23. 
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the houses a l ong the r iver r oa d . Then f ollowed the counter­
att a ck a ga inst R. C. R. on their l eft and with wir el es s .com­
muni cati on cu t off due t o heavy i nterfer enc e the c ompanies 
halted . At this t ime t he ba t tal i on had no anti- tank guns 
across t he r iver t o meet t he thr eat of enemy se l f - pr opel led 
guns and t ank att a ck . Confl i c ting i nformation passed fr om 
company t o c ompany but f i na l l y at 1100 hours all three 
withdrew t o t he east s ide of the river . ( W. D., Has t & P. E. R., 
5 Dec 44 ) 

73 . By midday b ot h R. C. R. and Has t & P. E. R. were 
oonsolida ted on the east bank of the Lamone . Both ba t ­
tal ions had l ost h eavily , having s uffer ed over 150 casualties 

J( 
be t ween them i n the short en gagemen t. I t wa s a s er i ous 
se tba ck t o the l Cdn Inf Di v pl ans . (W. D. , H. Q. l Cdn Inf 
Bde , 5 De c 44 ) . Of t he f actors contributing t o t he fail ure 
of the venture the r epor t of R. C. R. s ays : 

The fa ct tha t the enemy had s uper i or ity in 
number s in i nf antr y , wa s suppor t ed by ar mour 
in his att a ck, had a cover ed appr oa ch t o wi thi n 
a f e w hundr ed ya rds of our LEFT pos i tion b y 
means of the r ailway embankmen t , enabl e d him 
t o smash the br idgehead c ompl e t el y . On the 
ot her hand our i nfantry had ver y l ittl e support 
of any kind, a l s o , due t o t he f og could not 
empl oy their PIAT 1s t o th~ bes t a dva nta ge . 

( (H . S . )234Cl . 013 (Dl0) : R. C. R. Report on 
Oper ations , Decemb er 1944 ) 

5 CDN ARMD DTV ADVANCE TO THE IJ~MONE, 2- 5 DEC 44 

74 . While the uni t s of 1 Cdn Inf Di v wer e carry-
i ng ou t t heir f our- day oper a tion (2- 5 Dec) between the 
Montone a nd the Lamone , 5 Cdn /~rmd Di v, a ssisted by the 
Partisans and with Por terfur ce under c ommand, had a ocomplisl'Bd. 
a mor e s pect a cula r oper a t i on on the right f l ank of 1 Cdn 
Cor ps . By nightfa l l on 5 Dao they ho.d c l ear ed the Lamone 
f r om the righ t b oundar y of 1 Cdn Inf Di v a s f ar north a s 
Mezzano on Rout e 16 , out of f and occ upi e d Ravenna and pus hed 
the r etrea t i ng enemy ba ck t owards the wa ter - s oaked fr i nge 
of the Valli di Comma cchio. 

75 , In the l Cdn Cor ps pla n (s ee par a 41) , 5 
Cdn Ar md Div wa s given the t a sk of cutting Route 16 n or th­
wes t of Ravenna a nd capturing th~ city. The oper a t i on was 
t o be car r i ed out i n f i ve phases : 

Phase I 

. 

Securing a br i dgehead over the 
MONTONE R i n the ar ea S . PANCRAZIO -
MOLINACCIO 4731 . 

x R. C. R. ca s ua l ties on 5 Dec numb er ed 29 k i lled or d i ed of 
wounds , 16 wounde d and 31 pri s oners of war while Hast & 
P. E. R.1s wer e 15 killed or di e d of wounds , 36 wounded and 
seven prisoner s of war . In a dd i t i on the l a tter uni t had 
one killed and six wounded on 4 Dea . ((H . S . ) l33 . 065(D345) s 
War Re cor ds (D . V. A. ) Casualty Sta t i s t i cs f or t he Campai gn 
i n Ital y , 3 Sep 43 t u 8 May 45) 



Phas e II 

Phas e III 

Phase IV 

Phas e V 
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Capture of GODO (4635) . 

Capture of PI1'iNGIP.ilNE ( 4?38) 

Curring of Highway 16 and s ecuring 
of tho bridge over the Curunl e 
GORETTI (4942) and the bridgo over 
the R. Ll\MONE ( 4744 ) . 

Cnpt11re and cle aring of Ravanna 

(( H. S . } 244C5 . 013(D~ ) : His tory of Ops 
5 Cdn i1 r md Div - CEtp ture of Rave nna ) 

12 Cdn Inf Bde , with "C" Sqn of 9 Cdn hr fild Regt (B . C. D.), 
two companies of Ir R. C. end 16 A. Tk Bty R. C • .1.·l · under com­
mand, was g iven the task of c nrrying out Phases 1 - 4 . If 
thi s was accomplished without heavy fi ghting the Brigade 
would a lso clear RQvenna , otherwise 11 Cdn Inf Bde would 
undertake PhEts e V. 12 Ede ' s p l an was co-ordina t 8d with 
tha t of 1 Cdn Inf Div (see par a 54 ) . Sigultaneously with 
3 Inf Bde , 12 Inf Bde was to atta ck fron the bridgehead 
along the nor th bank of the Montone toward S, Pancr a zio . * 
The Br iga de start line wa s situa t ed i n the l a Miseri a ar ea , 
with H Hour set a t 0900 hours on 2 Dec 44 . (W. D., G. S., 
H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div , 1 Dec 44 ) 

76 , The original p l a n for the fi rst phase of this 
opera tion was to l a unch a night assault crossing on a two­
bnttalion front opposi te S. Pancrazio with tha t town as 
fi r st objective and Godo as the second . Late r the plan was 
changed and it 'W8S decided to secur e the bridgehead east of 
S . Poncra zio a t Molinaccio by an advanc ~ fron the 10 Ind 
Div bridgehend t o the south to be c o- ordimted with the 3 
Cdn Inf Bde a ttuck . This fl anking drive a l ong the we st bank 
of the Montone would dis~ense with the need for an assa ult 
crossing of the river . l( H.S.) 244C5 . 013(D4 ) : Report on 
Opera tions of 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 1- 6 Dec 44 ) 

? 7. On 1 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde r e ceived from 
Porterforce , Westmr R. and G. G. H. G. (W.D. , H. Q, . 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde , De cember 1944 : A?PX 3 , 12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a tions Log , 
1 Dec 44 ) , This r esulted in the Brigade ' s tnki ng over the 
sector of the front be tween the Ronco c t Longann and the 
Montone i mmediately west of 8 . Pancrazio . On this s ame 
date 4 P . L. D. G. was pl Rced temporar i ly under c ommand 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde for t he pur pose of co- ordi nnting its move into the 
assembly ar ea in the Montone bridgahe ad . (W.D. , G. S . , H. ~. 
5 Cdn ~rmd Div , De cember 1944 : .. ·)PI)X ~9 , 5 Cdn .Armd Div 
Operations Log , 1 De c 44 ) . Prior to the a tta ck Lon & Ren 
Scot R. and "C" Sqn B. C. D. moved into concentrat ion a r eas 
near t he Montone about 2 miles south of Ca.s c Bettini. 
Pla ced in direct support of 12 Cdn Inf Bde wer e 11 Fd Regt 

Country north towar ds S . Pancrazio ( seen from 432f85 ) 
smnll fi elds of gr ain divided by well treod vines , 
e l ms and poplars 20 ft ~pnrt in r ows . From the road 
on top of the west dyke one looks a cross the se fields 
to t he sc a ttered house s of La Misari u . The dyke tops 
ar e t he only points of vantage in this otherwise 
f ea ture less t e rrair- . 

(Ita ly - TopogrBphicnl Notes , .QJl ci1, p . 29 ) 
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R. C. A., 1 Med Re gt R. C. A. and 10 Fd Sqn R.C . E. During the 
night 1/2 Dec G. G. H. G. extended its fronta&e to the left 
when it r elieved 11 8 11 Coy Wes tmr R. ( 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report 
.QI?. cit) 

78. 12 Cdn Inf Bde attack towards San Pancrazio 
and Godo was t o start ( 2 Dec) one hour after 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
opened its offensive t owar ds Rus s i . At H Hour G. G.H. G. 
would revert t o connnand H. Q. 5 Cdn hrmd Di v and 4 P.L. D.G. 
to oonnnand 12 Cdn Inf Bde . bs originally planned the 5 Cdn 
Ar md Div attack was to have been launohed from the line of 
the road running south- ea st from Pe zzolo to the Montone , 
about 3000 yards beyond Casa Be ttini , on a 1000 yard front . 
Due to the failure of the Indian Di vis ion to ga in all its 
objectives , however , the di vis iona l pla n had to be altered 

::e=~~~t ~ggot~=r~!t~~~t~~~!~~t~~Ka :~ha::~~~~e~l;~o~!~ 
for P. L. D. G. to commence the attack a t 0900 hours on a one 
company front a nd as they progressed , and the 5 Cdn Armd Div 
ar ea west of the Montona widened , to broaden out on a two­
company front until they r eached the a r ea of the original 
start line , kt this point Lan & Ren Scot R. wa s t o come in 
on the r ight of 4 P. L. D. G. a nd s e cure S . Pancrazio while 
P.L. D. G. headed north- east f or Godo . As soon as the west 
bank of the Montone in the Molinaocio area was cleared by 
Lan & Ren Soot R., bridging oper a tions were to star t there 
and Westmr R. (Mot) was t o cross in assault boats and push 
across country with a ll pos s ible speed towards Piangi pane 
(4738) , Finally the two companicls of Ir R. C. under command 
were t o cross the Montone and f orm a firm base around S . 
Panorazio , As soon as a Class 9 bridge just south of 
Molinaccio (at 471308) was comple ted , supporting arms would 
be moved up to j oin the atta cking battali ons . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oper ati ons Log 2 Deo 44) 

79 . At 0215 hours 2 Dec , 12 Cdn Inf Bde r eceived 
5 Cdn Armd Div G. O. No. 9 which r ead a s follows : 

Intentions , Cut Highway 16 ar ea 4942 . 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde t o a ttack . Centre line S. Pancraz i o 
467320, Godo 4635 , X- r oads 49742 2 . l'.l>jectives 
(1) 3 . PhNCRAZIO 467320 (2 ) Ar ea r oad junction 
477325 - GODO - PIANGI PLNE 4738 - Highway 1 6. 
i nc l usive bridges 499421 and 475441. H Hour 
020900A . 

(12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper ati ons Log ~ cit , 
2 Dec 44 ) 

80 . On 2 Dec the enemy had f our ba ttalions of an 
average s t r engt h of 250 each fac i n g 12 Cdn Inf Bde . The 
western enemy battalion be l onged t o 356 Inf Div and held the 
Montone as far east a s the Pezz ol o r oad which was the approx­
imate boundary be tween 356 Inf Div a nd 114 Jae ger Div.K~ The 
remaining three ba t t alions b el onged t o 114 Jae ger Div , which, 
with seven battalions , was r e sponsible for the whol e front 
from that r oad t o the s ea - a distanc e of about 12 mile s . 

K The final start line l ay on a tra ck running from 433294 
t o R. Montone a t 435290, a fr ont of about 600 yards . 

JUlThe road origina lly intended f or the divisional start 
line (see para 78) . 
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As supporting arms the enemy bad an estimated 24 field guns 
of 10 . 5- cm or 15- cm calibre plus five Italian self­
propelled assault guns , s ix self- propelled 8 . 8- cm anti - tank 
guns , and several Panther tanks . Already the enemy had 
taken preparatory steps in anticipation of a possible fo r oe·d 
withdrawal from the Ravenna area , Demolitions had been pre ­
pared and he had evacuated certain of his base installations . 
But in spite of this and the fact that his right flank was 
already insecure due to our advances beyond the Montone 
farther south, h e made it abundantly clear that he would not 
give up Ravenna without a fight . He continued to maintain 
outposts and to patrol aggressively south of the Montone 
against G. G. H. G. and Westminsters , while his artillery and 
mor t ars, directed from good observation posts b ehind his for­
ward def enc es on the nor th bank of the Mon tone, greatly 
r estricted Canadian movement south of the river in this area , 
(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

81 . Like 1 Cdn Inf Div 1s a r ea , the ground over 
which 12 Cdn Inf Bde operated between 1 - 6 Dec was botmded 
t o the south- east and n orth-west by two main waterways , th e 
Montone and La.mane . Here the rivers average 30 feet in 
width and are bor der ed by embankments 25 feet high . Between, 
and r unning paral lel to them ar~ several smaller canals and 
drainage ditches of which the Sool o Via Cupa was the l argest . 
These are narrow and shall ow without embankments and did not 
form serious obstacles . The many second class roads cross 
numer ous water courses which afforded the enemy opportunitie s 
for demol itions . The ground is flat and soft , with few ~ 

trees , Cover , ther efore , existed onl y in buil dings , drain-
age ditches and embankments . (Ibid) 

82 . The night 1/2 Dec found 4 P.L.D. G. disposed 
in 3 Cdn Inf Bde a rea with two companies f orVlard between 
Casa Be ttini and the start line and the remainder of the 
battalion about 1000 yards farther upstream. * ( Ibid ; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 1 Dec 44) . At 0900 hours the 
l eading P. L. D. G. company moved into action , inmediatel y 
coming under heavy machine gun fire , as did a second company 
which commenced edging f or ward shortl1 after the attack 
started . (W. D., 4 P. L. D. G., 2 Dec 44) , By 1030 hours 
advanced element s r eached the Pezzol o road where they 
enc ounter ed some enemy opposition . (12 Cdn In!' Bde Oper­
a tions Log, 2 Deo 44) . Shortly after as the fr ont broaden eri' 
out , P.L. D. G. began to advance with two c ompanies up . As t he 
af t ernoon wor e on, despite persistent enemy machine gun fir e , 
they gradually str engthened their positions astride the 
Pezz ol o road. During this time no assistance was forth­
c oming fr om the tonks, which were hold up compl e t e l y by 
mines and orator s in tho r oad . Enemy r es istance increased , 
especially on the right f l ank where be made a str ong eff ort 
to maintain his hold on the river and by 1715 h ours the lnlit 
had made n o further go.ins . In the eigh t hours s ince the 
connnencement of the att a ck P. L. D. G. had· advanced about 2500 
yards . (Ibid; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operati ons Log, 2 Dao 44 ; 
W. D., 4 P ,L.D. G., 2 Dec 44) . 

83 . Meanwhile at 1200 hours Lan & Ren Scot R. 
crossed the Montone over 1 Cdn Inf D1v 1s bridge and by 1620 
hours was concentra ted in rear of P. L. D. G. (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operations Log, 2 Dec 44) . In tha afternoon the Brigade 

x Comp~nies at 433288 , 428286 , 433273 and 422270 . 
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Commander , Brigadier J . S.H. Lind, D. S . O. , visited the for­
ward area t o gain a first hand impression of the situati on 
and befor e l eaving made plans f or an attack t o start at 
1800 h ours . Lan & Ren Scot R. wer e now moved up on the 
P. L.D. G. right flank a nd the two battalions were put ·in 
readiness f or a push f orward - P. L. D. G. north to Godo and 
Lan & Ren Sc ot R. n orth-east to S. Pancrazio . (12 Cdn 
Inf Bde Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Opera t i ons Log, 2 Dec 44 ) 

84. In the meantimo a subsidiar y attack mountetl 
by Westmr R. aga inst the German left f l ank on the Montone 
had a chieved a fair measure of success . Early in the 
morning H. Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde , with ihe intention of diver t­
ing some of the ene my strength from the area of the main 
attack , order ed Westmr R. to cross the Montone opposite 
S , Pancrazio . At 1 000 h ours , unde r cover of a heavy f og 
which htmg over the river f l ats throughout the morning, 
el ements of one company c ommenced t o inf±l\ r ate to the 
opposi t a bank .K Initially the passage of the river was 
made in assault boats manned by drivers and batmen. la ter , 
however , a numb er or these b oa ts were fastened t oge ther 
to f or m a bridge . As recorded in the f ollowing passage 
from their War Diary the Westmins t ers encountered c ompar ­
atively light opposition. 

Enemy sniper s were active during the early stages 
of the cross ing and mortaring c ontinued a ll day. 
Some casualties wer e inflicted on 11C11 and 11 A11 Coys , 
chiefly by mortar and shell fir e , A number of 
enemy were kill ed and 21 prisoner s tak en . The 
N.c.o. who was r esponsibl e for the defenc e of the 
s ec tor said that our attack had b een quite un­
expec t ed a~d befor e they coul d muster their defence 
they wer e b ea t en . 

(W . D. , Wes tznr R. , 2 Dec 44) 

Stiffer opposi ti on deve l oped in the vicinity of S . Panorazio, 
but des pi ta this the .. les tmins ters made good progr ess and by 
1855 hours had one company in the buil tj--up ~rea at the 
wes ter n end of the village with a secon<l closing in farther 
to the right . During the night (2/3 Dec) the engineer s 
er ected a Cl ass 9 F . B. E. (at 471308 ) about 600 yards above 
the r oad at Molinaccio , This was r eady f or use at 0930 hours 
3 Dec and the tmit transport and ba ttalion headquar t er s were 
moved across the river . Ir R. C. took over the a r eas s outh 
of the Monton e vacated by Wes tmr R, (Mot) . (Ibid , 3 Dec 44 ; 
12 Cdn Inf Bde Report : 1 2 Cdn Inf' Bde Operations Log 3 Dec 
44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 3 Dec 44) . 

85 . The 4 P. L. D. G. and Lan & Ren Sc ot R. a ttack 
s t a r t ed at 1800 hours and by midnight the two uni t s were 
about 2000 yards south- west of San Pancraz i o . At this t ime 
Westmr R, was clos ing in on that vill age fr om t wo sides ~ At 
0525 hours Lan & Ren Sc ot R. contac t ed the l eft flank of 
Westmr R, (12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 2- 3 Dec 44 ) , On 
the br igade l eft , at this time , P. L. D. G. wa.s within 500 
yards of t he Russi - San Pancra zio r oad . At 0800 h ours 
el emen t s of both Lan & Ren Scot R. and Westmr R. were in San 

K The crossing Vias made a t 470308 (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Opera t i ons Log, 2 Doc 44 ) . 
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Pancrazio , the first-named unit continuing t hrough the 
village north t owards Godo . Oppositi on during the mor ning 
pr oved light and shortly af t er midday l eading el ement s of 
the Scottish Regiment r eached tha l ine of tho Scol o via 
Cupa , which was found t o be a small drainage canal with 
dykes onl y five f ee t high . ( 5 Cdn J,.rmd Div Operati ons Log, 
3 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf' Bde Report) 

86 ~ During the earl y afternoon Br igadier Lind 
visited all units in the brigade and issued orders for the 
next stago of the att ack . Lan & Ren Sco t R. was to advance 
along the axis of the San Pancrazio - Godo road with Godo 
as i ts objective . 4 P. L. D. G. was to move acr ~ss country 
around the right f l ank of the Lanarks and cut the Ravenna -
Godo r oad about 1000 ynrds east of Godo . For the t ime being 
Westmr R. would b e in r e serve , but the tmit would eventually 
pass through 4 P . L. D. G. t o capture Piangipane . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report) 

87 . P. L. D.G. had its two forward companies at the 
Sool o via Cupa a f ew hundred yards wes t of t he Godo r oad by 
1445 hours . 'Shortly after these passed over t he canal and 
turned east to cross the smaller Scolo Pisinello just above 
its confluence with the via Cupa . By 1545 hours P. L. D. G. 
was 1000 yards beyond the l ine of the Pisinell o . Under only 
light mortar and machine gun fire the l ea ding company now 
made a rapid oross - oountry march and by 1605 hours had cut 
the main road to Ravenna j ust east of Godo (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operations Log , 3 Dec 44). By 1730 hours all four squadrons 
wer e across this road and astride the railway where thay 
consol idated awaiting further order s , .Meanwhile Lan & Ren 
Soot R. had not made quite as rapid progr es s as its sister 
unit and , at 1545 h ours , was s till south of the Scolo via 
Cupa held up by mortar and machine gun fir e . By 1730 hours, 
however , all companies of the La.narks had finally crossed 
the canal while the l ead sub- units were about 1200 yards 
south of Godo . During the following two hours the Lanarks 
brought t he r emainder of the battalion forward to the 
vicinity of Godo and firmed up with two companies in the 
eastern built-up sector and two just south of the railway. 
(Ibid ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 3 Dec 44) . It had 
b een a mos t successful aft ernoon for 12 Odn Inf Bde • 

•• • for the speed and suddenness of our advance had 
carried it through the enemy's de l aying line EAST 
of R. LAMONE {which was in fact the line of the 
r ailway running through GODO) . RAVENNA itself 
b ecame badly outflanked and the enemy manning the 
R, MONTONE EAST of SAN PANCRAZIO and SOUTH of the 
GCDO - RAVENNA railway line was faced with the 
choice of a ver y hasty and disorganized withdrawal, 
or the near certainty of b eing compl e t ol y cut off . 
Is.tor events proved tha t he chose the for mer course. 

(12 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t) 

88. With a view t o increasing the threa t to enemy 
t r oops in the Ravenna area and of faci litating t he drive 
n orth of Westmr R. to Piangipane , Brigadier Lind a t 1830 
hours or dered P. L. D. G. to seize a posi tion as trid~ the 
Pia ngipane - Russi r oad north of Godo and be prepared to 
exploit t o fiangipane . Unfortunate ly P. L.D.Ge . wero unabl e 
t o complete this task that night (3/4 Dec) , most of which 
tbey spent in company with Lan & Ren Scot R. in moppi ng up 
Godo and cons olidating the brigade hol dings north and east 
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of this town , in the cours e of th is activity having several 
light skirmishes with the enemy~ (Ibid) 

89. During the aft ernoon the Westminsters re-
mained i n the s . Pancrazio a r ea , and ax 1600 hours moved off 
directly across country towards Piangipane . Tliey wer e 
heavily loaded , for they facod a seven- mile move total ly on 
foot with l ittle prospec t of transport being able to follow 
i mmediatel y . In spite of a thick f og and the absence of 
landmarks they made good progress , and by 1930 hours had 
crossed the Scolo via Cupa and r eached a point only a few 
yards shor t of the road vie. de l Godo. There they hal ted 
long enough t o check their position and r eport it to 
Brigade Headquarters . Due to difficulties with t he wirel ess 
this pr oved to b e their last c ontact with br i gade until 
0600 h ours the next morning (4 Dec) . Another 3000-yar d 
mar ch over the flat , muddy ground brought them at 2330 hours 
to the Ravenna - Godo r oad , a mile eas t of Godo . From ther e 
two companies continue d forward along the s econdary road 
l oading north t o Piangipane . Battalion Tactica l Hea dquarters 
and the bal ance of the tmit r emained b ehind in a house near 
the r oad jl.mction . Ther e shortly before midnight a sentr y 
r eported vehic l es coming down the main road from the dir-
e o tion of Ravenna . 

All l ights wer e extinguished and ever yone looked 
" t o his arms 11 • Major F. Shawcros s was at the 
window counting them and r eported 15 vehicl es of 
all types aoc ompanied by infantry on foot . The 
colunm passod b y but some movement near the door 
dre~ the attent ion of three offic ers who wer e 
br inging up the r ear e One of thes e came toward 
the hous e calling in German . The c.o. who was in 
the door way to meot him, eased the bolt of his . 30 
carbine f orward and pul led the trigger , but the 
weapon f ail ed t o fi r e . The offic er grappled with 
the c. o. , but s ever a l shots from other weapons 
quickly stopped him and he fell dead onto the f l oor. 
Whon this firing broke out the column of vehicles 
mado off down the r oad towards GODO . The house 
was evacuated b y TAC HQ who t ook up a position in 
the CANALETT/~ DEL GODO which r an n orth and south 
i.mmedia tel y behind the house . It wa s now about 
2400 hours . i. t about 0010 the vehicles came back 
in our direction stopped a short di stance down the 
r oad and sho t the area up with 7 . 5 om guns and 
M. Gs , , ca us i ng S P.Vbl~l c~sualties . When they 
started to c ome past thq h ouse the fir st, a half• 
track got by , but the folll"\wing five were all 
knocked out . Two of the vehioles (SEMOVENTE 7 . 5 
cm Assault Guns • • • ) continued to fire their 
machine guns , but no further casual t i es were caused. 
Ot herwis e the vehicles had been very effectively 
knocked out b y the PIAT men of " B" and Sp Coys •• • 
then c onnnenced "mopping up " oper ations , the final 
score be i ng 10 killed , four wounded and 23 
pris oner s ••• Two tanks wer e knocked out ~nd thr ee 
hal f - t r acked r ecce vehicles wer e taken . Three of 
our men wer e killed and f our woundad . 

(W .D. , Westmr R. (Mot ) , 3 Dec 44) 

Meanwhile the two lead ing c ompanies , on hearing th~ sound 
of figh ting b ehi nd them, had halted und taken up a fi r m 
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position in some houses about a half-mile to the north . On 
contacting Battal ion Headquarters they received orders to 
r emain where they were until morning when they were to 
resume the advanc·e to Piangipane . ( Ibid : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Opera tions Log , 3- 4 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 
3- 4 Deo 44 ) . 

90 . During the day Ir R. C. , given the task of 
guarding the r ight flank and picqueting the area between 
S , Pancrazio and Godo to intercept enemy troops attempting 
to escape to the west from the pos i tions south o~ Ravenna, 
moved over the Montone into the area vacated by the West­
m.insters . Early on 4 Dec the Enginears opaned the San 
Pancrazio - Godo road and much urgently r equired unit trans­
port, two squadrons of t anks, and a battery of anti-tank guns , 
pr oceeded to Godo . (12 Can Inf Bde Report) 

91. The morning of 4 Dec found Lan & Ren Scot R. 
in full control of Godo and the northern and western ap­
proaohes to it. Just east of the town 4 P. L. D. G. was still 
in posi ti on astride the r oad connecting Godo and Ravenna , 
while t o the North- east Westmr R. was advancing towards 
Piangipane . The whole of 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B. C. D. ) was now 
under connnan d of the brigade, with two squadrons in Godo and 
another i n support of Westmr R. Brigade now ordered P.L.D . G. 
to move east a long the road to Rav~nna , consolidate in and 
around s . Michel e (4936 ) , and patrol towar ds Ravenna . 
After meeting some enemy r esistance the battalion consol­
idated at s . Michele . At this pl a ce the unit received 
information from partisan sources that t he enemy had cleared 
out of Ra venna during the night 3/4 Dec and that 27 L. were 
advanoing from the south into that city against little op­
positi on . 4 P. L. D. G. therefore sent two of its squadr ons end 
a squadron of B.C . D. t anks to enter Ravenna from the north­
west and link up with 27 L. P. L.D. Gs . advanc ed rapidl y along 
the r oad meeting with no opposition until they wer e within a 
f ew hundred yards of the r ail way crossing on Route 16 when 
they encount ered a Panther tank . This was quickl y dealt with 
by the guns of the B. C. D. squadron and the advanc e continued . 
Shortly after the infantry and thei r suppor t ing armour 
parted company when a b l own bridge over the Scol o via Cupa 
barr ed the way for ward t o the latter . P. L. D. G. continued 
into Ravenna on fo ot and at 1700 hours linked up with 27 L. 
in Garibaldi Squar e , The senior squadron connnander 4 
P.L. D. G. , Maj D. J . Burke , was appointed Garrison Commandant , 
and the t wo squadr ons of this tmit , after securing the tovm , 
moved into its outer edges in order to avoid needl~ss 
casualties fr om the many mines and b ooby traps the enemy had 
left in his withdrawa l . Earl ier that afternoon the West­
minsters supported by tanks of B. C. D. enter ed and cleared 
Piangi pane . The e nemy ensconced in houses a l ong the approa oh 
r oad and ba cke d by mortar and S . P ~ f ire had put up a stirf 
fight . In the fighting, one enemy S . P. was destroyed and 
another captured whil e one tank belonging to B. C. D. was 
knocked out . (Ibid ; W. D., Westmr R. (Mot ), 4 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn 
Armd Div Operations Log , 4 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log 4 Dec 44) 

92 . With the fa l l of Ravenna and wi th the right 
f l ank of 12 ·Cdn Inf Bde clear , apar t f r om small enemy 
pockets and groups of stragglers , 5 Cdn Armd Div was able t o 
concentrate its attention on the Lamone between Route 16 and 
1 Cdn Inf Div boundary( particularly on the bridge over this 
river a t Mezzano (4743) . By 1600 h ours 4 Dao , 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
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had consolidated on a triangle formed by Godo , Piangipane 
and S . Michele : Lan & Ren Seo~ R. ware in the Godo area, Westmr 
R. at Piangipane with advanced e l ements a t Bor go Fusara , a 
hamle t a mile t o the north of Pi angipan e , where they were in 
c ont act with the enemy while 4 P. L. D. G. wa s at s . Michele 
with two sub- uni t s in Ra venna . A s quadr on of B. C. D. wa s with 
each of the ba tta l ions i n t heir r e s pec tive areas . At this 
stage 11 Cdn Inf Bde passed thr ough Westmr R. with Perth R. 
on the right boaded t owards Osteria (4942 ) on Rout e 16 and 
Ir R. C. on the l eft directed on Mezzano , The inter - briga de 
boundary between 11 and 12 Cdn Inf Bdes r an from just north 
of Piangipane a l on g t ho Via Macca l one t o the cross r oads at 
474398 thence a l ong the Vi a della Cana l a t o opposi t a Bergo 
Villanova (443406 ) on the Lamono River . (12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report) 

93 . This l eft 12 Cdn Inf Bde wi th a f r ont of over 
3000 yards facing the Lamone be tween 11 Cdn Inf Bde on the 
right and 1 Cdn Inf Div on the l e ft . The brigade task n ow 
was to mop up this area t o the wos t b ank of the river , 
Li t t l e difficulty ~as experienced in this final stage of the 
operations which was carried ou t by We stmr R. on the right 
and Lan & Ren Scot R. on t he l oft . In the r ear of the 
brigade s ector 4 P. L. D. G. and 3 Cdn Armd Re ece Regt assisted 
by groups of l oca l partisans clear ed ou t en emy r emnants wh ich 
had b een by- passed in t he a dvanc e . By 6 Dec Brigadier Lind 
had one company of Wes tmr R., right, a nd two of Lan & Ren 
Scot R., l eft, a l on g the l a t er a l r oad east of the Lamone in 
the sector opp osite Borgo di Villanova and Traversara . The 
remaining elements of thes e units and P. L. D. G. were still in 
the Piangipane - Godo - San Michel e area . Thus disposed the 
brigade was able t o r est one unit and portions of two ot bersK 
(Ibid) 

94 . On 5 and 6 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde ha d a quie t 
time , with only light s helling and mortari ng. Th.ar e we r e no 
mor e enemy troops east of the Lemone in itB ar ea and n ormal 
patrol activity a l on g the near bank was all that wa s ne•e~ ­
sary. In f our days {2 - 5 Dec) t he brigade had f ought its 
way fr om the Montone t o the Le.mon o over ground tha t was 
difficult and in weather t ha t wa s f or the most part very 
inclement . The Brigade Re port shows 1 60 pris oners and a 
large amount of 0nemy equi~ent cap tured aga ins t own casual-
ties of slightly over 100 . (Ibid ) 

K Brigade Headquarter s was at 469357; 4 P. L. D. G. Headquarters 
493365 and compani es a t 476358, 517382 , 4 95368; Westmr R, 
(Mot) Headquarter s 4?43?8 and companies a t 449394 , 481387; 
Lan & Ren So ot R. Headquarter s 478363 and companies at 
435382 1 448387 , 446377, 454365 . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

Kil. The f ollowing figures r eveal an inter esting similarity 
between the casualtie s suffered b y the infantry units of 
12 Cdn Inf Bde and those of 3 Cdn Inf Bde during the three 
days 2- 4 De c. 

12 Gdn Inf Bde 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Killed or 
Died of Wounds 23 28 
Wounded 83 76 
Prisoner l 
Total 107 104 

(Casualty Sta tis t i cs - I t ali an Campa ign .2E cit) 



- 45 -

95. Meanwhil e on 3 Dec 11 Cdn Inf Bde had oom-
menoed to move f orward from i t s r eser ve p os i ti on in Cervia . 
The plan was f or 11 Cdn Inf Bde t o c onc entra t e in r ear of 
Westmr R. a nd when that unit had s ecured Piangipane t o 
pass through on a two batta lion front. on the right Perth R., 
directed a l ong t he Via di Pi angipene t o Route 16 , and Ir 
R. C. on the l e ft, headed north t owards the t own of Mez zano 
on the Lemone River . Shortl y after midday on the 4th the 
Brigade Commander , Brigadi er I . S . J ohnston, issued his or ders 
t o his unit c onnnanders and at 1730 hour s his two l eading 
battali ons began t o pass through the Westminsters . On e 
troop of t anks of 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D. ) wa s pla ced with 
each of the advancing battulions . (W . D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 4 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oporations Log , 4 Deo 44 ) . 
On the Brigade l eft Ir R. C. adv'lnoed a.gains t machine gun 
and mortar fir e a l on g the r out e Via Ma cca l one , Via 
Mantraversa and Via delle .Ammoni t e t o Mezzano . The bridge 
at Villanova (4541) was b l own on their approach as was the 
bridge at Mez zano . By fir st l ight on 5 De c the r egiment was 
firm i n t he ar ee of Mezzano and f acing up t o the Lamone on a 
2 , 000 yard fr ont south of the t own . Meanwhile Perth R. , 
enc ount ering only moderate r es i s t ance a l ong Via di Piang1pane , 
made similarly good progress and at ~]00 h ours , 5 Dec , r eached 
Osteria on Route 16 . At 0500 h ours 5 Doc the unit r eported 
all compani es established in the area of Os teria and the 
r oad back t o Piangipane open t o tra ffic . (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Report , ££cit; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 5 Dec 44 ) . 
During the same morning c . B. Highrs advanc ed and t ook up 
positions on the latera l r oad Via Delle hmrnonite be tween Ir 
R. c . and the inte r - brigade b oundary (see para 92) , (W.D. , 
H.Q . 11 Cdn Inf Bde , De cember 1 944 : Appx 8 , Report on Oper­
a tions 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 2~27 Dec 44 ; W. D., C. B. Hi ghr s , 5 Deo 
44) . In the s e positi ons 11 Cdn Inf Bde spent the ba l anc e of 
5 and 6 Deo patrolling , i mpr oving its positions and , in s o 
f ar as possible , r e sting in pr eparati on f or the impend ing 
attack over the Lamon e River . 

THE FALL OF ~VENN/,, , 4 DEC 44 

96 . h lthough on 1 De o Ravenna had not ye t been 
cap tured it was being closely threa t en ed . Less than three 
miles t o the s outh, Porterforce was engaged in mopping up 
the l ast enemy r emnants s outh of the Flu.mi Uniti . Be tween 
the Ronco and Montone rivers, s outh- west of t he city, 5 Cdn 
Armd Div was making fina l pr epar ati ons t o l a unch 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde into an a ttack designed t o cut Rou t e No . 16 t o the nor th­
west and en t er and clear Ravenna itself. On this da t e 
Porterfor oe , n ow oper ating under direct command of 5 Cdn 
Armd Div , was dispos ed with P. P. A. on the right near the 
coast , 2721 Sqn R. b . F . Regt and 27 L. in the c entre as tride 
Route 16 ab out a mile south of the Fiumi Uni ti, while e l emen ts 
of 27 L. cover ed the near bank of the Ronco River t o the 
l eft boundary . Across the river , near the village of 
Longana ,Al ay the n ow right flanking unit of 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 
G. G. H. G. (W.D . PorterforcG, 29 Nov 44 ; (H . S . ) 22401.013 
(Dl6): 1 Cdn Corps Sitrep , 1 Dec 44 ) (See Mnp ?. ) 

* Three units had passed fr om 1Uldor c ommand Porterforo e that 
mor ning (l Dec ); K. D. G. t o 1 Cdn Inf Div , Westmr R. and 
G. G. H. G. t o 12 Cdn Inf Bde . (W . D. , Porterforoa , 1 De c 44 ; 
(H. S. ) 224Cl . 015 (D2) : 1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 1 Dec 44 ) 
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97 . Be tween 1 and 3 Dec Porterforo e continued 
to patrol activel y over the mil e or s o of country lying 
between 1 ts for war d pos1 ti ons and the Fiumi Uni ti . During 
the late after noon of 1 De c a squadr on of 27 L. had a sharp 
fire fight with enemy troops in houses (533317) alon~ the 
east ba nk of the Ronco some dis t ance downs tream from Lon gana . 
Subsequently the en emy shelled the Lanc er s and succeeded in 
hitting an armoured car and kil ling the s quadr on l eader . ·In 
addition he shelled and mor tared t he sugar factory through­
out the day, On the f ollowing day (2 Dec) a c omb ined 
P.P.A. - partisans patrol t o the mouth of the Fiumi Uni t i 
f lushed an enemy outpost (a t 661344 ) killing two and taking 
12 P.W. The enemy made hi s l as t eff ort in this area on 3 
Deo when his patrols appear ed near the mouth of the Uniti 
and eaa t of the Ronc o near its junction with the Canale del 
Moli no . In b o th oa s es he suffer ed l osses in wounded and 
P. W. (Porterforce , .QI?. cit, 1 t o 3 Dec 44 ) . Ther e was 
11 ttle change in Por t er f orce pos itions during these fi r st 
few dais of the month . (l Cdn Corps Sitreps, 30 Nov - 3 
Dec 44) 

98 . The intenti on of Porterforce f or 4 Dec was 
t o seize t he juncti on of the Uniti and Ronc o, oommenoe an 
envel oping movement wi th P. P. A. fr om the mouth of the 
forme r r iver and at the same time demonstrate in the centr e 
up Rout e No . 16 . That night (3/4 Doc), h owever , pers onnel 
of Porterforoe heard h eavy explosions from the direction of 
Ravenn~ and early in the morning 27 L. r e ceiv ed a repor t 
from partisan s ources that the Ger mans ha d evaoua t ed the 
oity a t 0700 h ours . By 1100 hours Porter f oroe patrol s 
across the Fiumi Uni ti had r eached the Scol o Lama on 
Rout e 67 without sighting the enemy . Shortly after 27 L. 
b e gan crossing the Uniti n ear Rout e 16 in assault b oa ts , 
while other 27 L. e l ements and P. P.A. c oDmlenc ed moving up 
b oth banks of the Uni t i fr om its mouth . Meanwhile the 
patrols had c ontinue d the ir advanc o into Ravenna and at 
1500 h ours a r r ived in Gariba ldi Squar e, wher e they r eceived 
a good welcome fr om the popul a ao . Ther o a t around 1700 
h ours they wer e j oine d b y t he two squadr ons of P. L. D. G., 
whose march t o the city was menti oned earlier (para 91) . 
By this time the main b ody of Porterforce was in the city. 
As a r esul t of the efforts of the partisans af t er the 
German withdrawal , the r e gular f orces f ound tho city quie t 
and orderly. (Porterforc~ , 3 and 4 Doc 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps 
Sitrep , 4 Dec; (H.s . ) 224Cl . 013 (Dl4 ): 1 Cdn Corps Ops 
Stunmary 'No . 42 , 4 Dao 44 ) . On the oth er h a nd the enemy 
l eft Ravenna well mined a nd b ooby- trappe d , r oads b l ocked 
with f elled trees, and in additi on had demolished every 
bridge l eading into the c i ty . 

99. The f a ll of Ra venna , one of the oldest t owns 
1n Italy and t he oapi t a l of Roma gna province , x t o f orces 

K Ravenna was origina lly a l agoon-city and a seapor t , like 
Venice , and is now connected with the sea by a canal six 
mile s l ong. It was enlar ged by Augustus as a harbour f or 
the Adriatic fl ee t , The pr osper i t y of Ra venna b egan in 
402 1 when the Imperia l court , converted t o Christianity, 
t r ansfer red its s eat fr om Milan t o this safer lagoon- city. 
During the stor my t imes of the barbarian migrati ons , under 
Hon or iua ther e wa s great building a c t ivity a t Ravenna, and 
the art of mosa ic dec orati on was zeal ously practis ed , 

(Baedecker' s Italy - f r om th~ hlps t o Na plos, 
pp 137-8) 
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under command 1 Cdn Corps drew considerable attention. 
General H.D.G. Crerar, G. O. C, -in- C. First Cdn Army, sent 
a pers ona l mes sage of . congratulations : 

~ 

Desir e you convey all ranks 1 Cdn Corps the 
inter est, support and congratulations of all 
ranks First Cdn Army on results of 1 Cdn Corps 
r ecent operation s vicinity of Ravenna . Keep 
it up . Driva on and finish him off , 

(W.D., G.S . Br anch , H. Q, 1 Cdn Corps, 
17 Dec 44 ) 

As a provincia l capital, the city was impor t ant politically 
~nd was expected t o pr esent many unusual security prob l ems . 
fI1 view of this a spec i a l security force , known as "Basf orce 11

, 

took over Ravenna from P.L. D.G. and Porterforce earl y on 5 
Da o. Basfor ce consisted of t wo fi eld secur i t y sections » one 
port security section, two fiel d security reserve de t ach­
ments, C. L. and P. W. B. r epr esent atives , a guard force of 20 
O.Rs fr om 522 Italian Guard Battal i on , and 90 Car abini eri • 

. In c onnnand was Capt Basil Foreman, G. S.O. 3 I(b), of 1 Cdn 
Corps . (Ibid, 5 Dec 44 and Appx 70, Basforce Security 
Oper ati ons in Ravenna , 16 Deo 44) 

100 . One of the first t asks of Basforce was to 
organize the l oca l partisans to man check points and assist 
in the movement of supplies . Until l ate on 6 Dec, when the 
bridges on Route 16 t o the north and over the Uniti to the 
south wer e compl e t ed , a ll s upplies had to be f erried into 
the city. For this purpose the loca l partisans , a lthough 
"short on discipline and l ong on exer cise of their own 
judgment" provided "willing por t er s f or r ations which had' 
t o be f erried in t o the tune of about t wo tons 11 (Basf oroe 
Operations .Q12. cit). W1th the arrival of the partisan 
l eader, Maj or Bulow, and Major D.M. Hea ly of 1 Cdn Corps on 
6 Dec the disc ipline and usefulnes s of the partisans greatl y 
increas ed . On the f ollowing day Major Bulow addressed a 
parade of all par tisans as a result of which the 11 irregulars 11 

t urned in their a r ms or left them at home ther eaf t er . In 
the meantime Navy r epr esentatives had examined the port 
fac i lities and f ound that the Allied bombing and the German 
demolitions had r endered them practically useless . It was 
n ot until 9 Dec that an A. M. G. Refugee Centre was in oper-
a ti c~ and as a r esul t the Basfor ce Collection Centre , set up 
for the interrogation and sor t ing of per sons stopped a t 
c ontrol points, f ound itself with a l ar ge number of civilian 
refugees on its hands and no feeding facilities. The 
civilians of Ravenna wer e generally friendly and helpful to 
Basforc~ while the earl y arrival of provost personnel 
guarded age.inst l oo ting and misbehaviour by the troops, and 
in the first week onl y one c omplaint was lodged by a civ­
ilian. By 10 Deo when Basforce was dissolved about 60 
political prisoner s had been dealt with, ha l f of whom would 
have t o be released for l ack of evidence, (Ibid) 

101. In the days immedia tel y following i ts arrival 
in. Ravenna Porterforc e patrolled widely t o the north an d 
n orth-west. The enemy had destr oyed the bridges over the 
waterways n orth of the city but by 6 Dec a pontoon bridge for 
j eeps was in pl a ce across the multi ple canal system (at 
575420) on the r oad that runs nor· th into the marshlands , 
During 7 Dec P, P. A. pa trols pushed nlong this r oad t o within 
two mil es of the village of Mandriole (5852) on the Canale 
di Bonifica , They f ound that although the enemy had not 
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mined the road he had demol ished t wo of its bridges . The 
last fighting within the city took place on 5 Deo when 
P.L. D. G. and Porterforoe in a joint a ction liquidated an 
enemy foroe in a f ort. {l Cdn Cor ps Operations Log, 5 - 7 
Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summary No . 4 3 , 5 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
Porterforoe , 5 - 7 De c 44) 

102 . On 7 De c , the conduct of operations over the 
whol e of the ar ea between Route 1 6 and t he s ea became the 
r esponsibility of H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde and a t 1400 hours 
Porterforce pa ssed to under command tha t Headquarters . On 
the same day Lt- Col Horsbrugh- Porter lost 2721 Sqn R. A.F. 
Regt to under command I/1 .S . H. Although Porterforce now 
consisted of onl y 27 L. and P. P. A., it continued to exist 
as a s eparate force until 10 De c and to play an important 
part i n the pr otection of the extensive and thinl y- held 
right sector of l Cdn Corps . (W , D. Porter force , 7 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 7 Dec 44 , 5 Cdn Ar md Div Oper­
ations Log , 7-8 Dec 44) 

OPERATIONS OF GOVERNOR GENERli.L ' S HORSE GUARDS, 
1-5 DEC 44 

103 . Meanwhil e on 1 Dec, 3 Cd.n Armd Reece Regt 
(G. G. H. G.), with the task of covering the divis iona l right 
f l ank b etween 12 Cdn Inf Bde and Porterforce , r e l ieved 
Westmr R, in the s ector between Longana on the Ronco and 
Molinaocio on the Montone . As will be remembered (par a 
38) 11 0 11 Sqn G.G. H.G. had hel d thG Longana position atzice 
25 Nov . It now ext ended to the l eft al ong La Canal a as 
f a r as the Via Pugli es e while a t the same time a second 
squadron estab l ished troop positi ons covering the north 
bank of the canal as far as the roa d running south- east 
from MolinRccio . (1 Cdn Corps Opor ations Log, 1 Dec 44 ; 
1 Cdn Corps Sitrep, l Dec 44 ; Regimental Histor y 3 Cdn 
Armd Reece Regt (G . G. H. G. ) , Chapter VIII Wint er Offensive, 
November 26 - December 28 {ms))(Se e Map ?) 

l °'• Be tween 1 and 3 Dec the Horse Guar ds, although 
employed in a dismounted and static rold , maintained close 
contac t with enemy positions immedi a t ely north of them on 
the near bank of the Montono Rivor . During the night 1/2 
Dec enemy guns and mor tars wer e a ctive and on the following 
mor ning he showed signs of activity in the vicinity of an 
advanced G. G. H. G. post l ocated n8ar the Montone about 1,000 
yards east of Molinaccio. Eventually he made two a ttempts 
to knock out this position : 

They were r epuls ed on both occasions, but con­
tinued to f ire r i fl e gronaies until engaged 
with a Piat, when they withdrew behind the bank . 
They effected the ir r e treat under the cove r of 
t wo c ows and desp ite t he fact that the troop 
brought all the ir f ire to b ear on this expl oit 
they managed to r each the bank . One of the cows 
was killed , but tmfortunatel y none of the Ger mans . 

M k small irrigation canal which in this area parallels the 
Scolo Lama 100- 200 yards to the nor t h . 
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That night enemy patrol s were ver y aggressive and the ir 
l ine-cutting activities c0mpelled G. G.H.G. t o revert t o 
the use of wire l ess . The enemy continued t o hold t o his 
posi t ions south of the Montone until the night 3/4 De c 
when he withdrew across the river b e tween Molinaccio and 
San Marc o (5232) . (Ibid; 5 Cdn Armd Div Report) 

105 . During the night 3/4 De c the Divisional 
Commander ordered G. G. H. G. t o despa tch a mounted squadron 
to sweep the area b ehind the enemy t r oops still hol ding 
the n or th bank of the r iver in the armoured r egiment ' s 
sector , On the foll owin g morning the engineers c ompleted 
a Class 40 fl oating Ba iley bridge near Molinaoci o and 
G. G. H. G. despatched a mounted squadron over the Montone t o 
ca rry out this t ask . 'l'h.e tanks moved through San Panorazio 
and along the r oad t o Godo until they reached the cr oss­
r oads south-east of tha t t own when they turned baok t owards 
the Mont on e along the Via del Godo . Enemy demolitions 
br ought the squadron t o a halt, h owever, just north of the 
Scol o via Cupa . Never thel ess a pa trol pr oc eeded fr om ther e 
on f oo t t o San Mar c o wher a it contacted enemy troops 1n 
s ome str ength . (5 Cdn Armd Div Report; G. G. H. G. History 
~cit; W. D., 3 Cdn Ar md Reec e Regt (G, G. H. G. ) , 4 De c 44; 
o Cdn Ar md Div Operations Log , 4 Dec 44) 

106 , It wa s by this time appar ent that these wer e 
the onl y enemy troops still r ema i ning in the G. G. H. G. 
sector , Acc or dingl y, the r egimont , with the exoeption of 
"A" $quadron ,.. pulled out and moved north t o a new position 
i n the v i c i nity of Godo. (5 Cdn Armd Div Oper a tions Log, 
5 Dea 44) . A heavy fo~ had now settled over the l and and 
under cov er of this, " A Sqn made r epea t ed a ttempts t o 
cross the Montone and enter the village of s . Mar co , 

'l'h.ey were abl e t o r each the oppos ite bank 
without particular difficulty, but the 
Ger mans oormnanded the t op of the dyke with 
machine guns and pr evented all eff orts t o 
cli mb it . At 0600 hours , thoy eventually 
managed t o cross , six hundrod yards south­
west of the t own , whe eling ar ound t o the 
north, t o cut off the Ger nlB.n r e treat . They 
then pushed s outh and aft er a h ouse t o 
h ous o check, dibc over ed t o their embarrass­
ment that the enemy had slipped through 
their band s . We l a t er l earned t hat they 
had fall en easy pr ey t o the P. L.D. Gs . end 
the B. C. D. , two thousand yards t o the north, 
be ing f oity- e ight all ranks , including an 
offic er . 

(G. G.H.G. Histor y) 

On the f ollowing day (6 Dec) the r egiment was pl aced under 
command 5 Cdn Armd Bde. . (W . D. , 3 Cdn Ar md Re ece Regt 
(G. G. H. G. ) , 4 - 6 Dec 44) 

lE S Cdn Armd Div Report states : 11 These Ger man troops wer e 
subsequentl y cap tured by B. C. D. and Perth R, on the 5th 
of Dec in t h e area of Osteri a 4942 and turned out t o be 
from 13 Coy III/741 JR " . 
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OPERATI ONS OF THE PARTISANS NORTH OF RA VENN.A. , 
23 NOV - 9 DEC 44 

107 . h.s previous ly mentioned , on 20 Nov , Major 
Bul ow, leader of the partisans operating between Ravenne and 
the Vall i di Cornacchio , visited Headquar t ers 1 Cdn Corps a t 
Cervia (see para 49) . The purpose of this visit was t o co­
ordinate the partisan operations with the main ac tions of t he 
regular forces . kt an evening c onference , the Corps Com­
mander informed Major Bul ow of the Corps intentions and in 
return r equested him to harry the enemy and if possib l e for ce 
him t o withdraw t r oops from the Ravenna a r ea . Arr angemen t s 
wer e a lso made f or Capt (A/Ma jor) D. ru . Healy, an Italian­
speaking officer of the Corps Intelligence staf~ t o accompany 
the Par t isan l eader on his r e turn . To Maj Healy was as­
signed the t ask of gathering milita ry intelligence behind the 
enemy lines and in the capacity of Corps Commander ' s re­
pr esentative t o co- or dina t e the partisans ' effort a s cl osely 
as possible with that of the Canadian Corps . ((H . S . )224Cl . 
013(01 8 } : G. S . 0 . 3 (Ops ) 1 Cdn Corps "Chuckle Intr oducti on" ; 
(H . S . ) 224Cl . 013(Dl2) : Repor t on an Attachmant t o t h e 
Partisans of the Province of Ravenna by Maj D. M. Heal y) 

108. On two successive nights the r ow-b oa t , i n 
which Healy and party hoped t o r each the par t isan camp, was 
Ior ced back into Carvia by heavy squalls , but the third 
attempt on 23 Nov was s uccessful . 

Af t e r t oss ing f or s even hours on a lonely saa , t he 
din of battle began t o die away i n the dis t anc e , 
We wer e wel l b ehind the enemy line s and the ca p t ain 
of the cr aft turned in t owards shor e . At 2310 
h ours we sight ed the coast and about ha l f an h our 
l a ter made a successful l anding NORTH of PORTO 
CORSINI , at M. 632491 . Owing t o a mis tmders t anding, 
there wer e no signals ; we waded a shor e wi th 
weapons c ocked , r oady for action . No sooner ha d we 
beached our craft than the shril l cry of a night 
ha wk r ang ou t 200 yds t o our right . One of our 
oarsmen r epl ied and we were soon surrounded by a 
band of armed cut- throats who spirited our ca r go 
away into the night and lif t ed our craf t on to an 
awaiting ox- cart . No word was passed . A f ew 
minutes l a t er , we wer o threading our way through 
the dunes towards the Partisan camp which l ay 1n 
a marsh near by . x A r ear party worked until one 
hour befor e da wn coveri ng the tracks we had l ef t, 
then women and children f r om the ne ighbourhood 
went down a t fi r st ligh t and finished the job . 

My first impressions of the camp were confused. 
We lacked so many es sentia l things that I doub t ed 
whe t her we could be effective as a harryi ng f orce 
unless suppl ies c ould be s ent i n bef or e we wor e 
or der ed i nto action . We had weapons but i ns uf­
ficient ammunition and no lubricant ot her t han 
Bril lantine , which prove d unsatisfactory in our 
fir st action . We had n o means of car ing for t h e 
s ick and wounded a nd no means of eva cua ting them. 
The men wer e hal f naked and it looked a s though 
the col d and damp would greatl y r educe our fight i ng 
s treng th unless warm cl ot hing and b l anke t s c oul d be 
pr ovided . (Ib i d) 

~ Pr es umably the Pialassa della Baiena ( 6249 ) 
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After consulting.with Major Bulow, Healy sent off a r equest 
t o 1 Cdn Corps on 25 Nov for the most urgent needs; ammunition 
belts and magazines and 11most important 4 gallons of gun oil 
and cl eaning fluid 11

• Unfortunately there now occurred a 
spell of bad weather and it was suveral days b efore either 
the Navy or the Air Force could deli vor the supplies , Both 
services made r epeatud attempts and in tha end soma of the 
stores arrivod by the sea route and some by air . {Ibid; 
(H . S . ) 22401.013 (Dl2) : Messages l Cdn Corps - Partisans, 
25 Nov 44) 

109 . Soon after his arrival Maj Healy took steps 
to improve the l ocal defences of the partisan ca.mp . As this 
was situated on a small island surrounded by flat marshl and 
it offered good fields of fir e . Should the enemy discover 
the position, however , he would undoubtedly bring down artil­
lery or mortar fire upon it . Her ein l ay the greatest danger 
f or the partisan defences would be extremely vulnerab l e to 
this form of attack. 

The day af t er I arrived I asked that orders b e 
given t o dig crawl and slit trenches all over the 
island and that steps be taken t o improve our 
defences . The Partisans muttered darkly about 
"regular s oldi ers nonsense" but complied with the 
r equest . 

(Healy .2E. cit) 

hl though the discipl ine of these people in action was of the 
highest order at all other times it was very poor . In camp 
the hardest rules to enforce were those ooncern1ng b l ackout 
and going down t o tha water ' s edge by day . {Ibid) 

110 . On 24 Nov 1 Cdn Corps informed Heal y of an 
appar ent German withdrawal towards Faenza and behind the 
Lamono River and reques t ed him to watch for a c onf orming 
movement on the Montone and Uni ti . If tho enemy in this 
sector started going back the partisans were to harass his 
columns particularly in the ar ea n orth- west of Ravenna and 
between that city and ?orto Corsini . (See Map 7) . ~t this 
ti.me t hu Ger mans were hol ding the area east and north of 
Ravennu with infantry companies split up i nto small groups , 
The partisan method was t o ambush and des troy these isolated 
el ement3 wherever and whenever possible. One such ambush 
occm-r otl on the night 24/25 Nov when th~ partisans a ttacked 
a Ger man patrol , which operated r ogul arly_ on the r oad 
Ravenna - Porto Corsini - Punta Marina - Ravenna, inflicting 
two fa t!..1.l casual ties . (Mas sagos 1 Cdn Corps - :?artisans , 24 
and 25 Nov 44) 

111 . In order to discover the strength of the 
enemy mobile res erves in the Ravenna area , the partisans 
planned an attack on a German post on the Ravenna - Porto 
Corsllli r oad naar La Fabrica Vecchia (6245) . It was con­
sidored that the r eaction of the enemy would b e t o send re­
infor pements from Ravenna and elab orate preparations were 
made ~o ambush these as they appr oached Porto Corsini . This 
was tl:e first partisan a ction in which Maj Healy t ook part , 
and he describes it in his r epor t . 

After dinner three compani es , t o tal strength 150 
men , set off for PORTO CORSINI. We wont through 
a maze of cana ls in small boats and finally landed 
at a point where we could hear the Gerlll.9.ns singing 
in their billet some 500 yards away . The Partisans 
cr awl ed forward over a stretch of flat ground to 
within 150 yar ds of the bridge a t 622451 , The 
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first volley cut down the s entrie s a nd our littl~ 
action developed accor ding t o pl an f or a lmos t a 
minute , then three enemy MG•s opene d fir e fr om the 
l eft f l ank . BULOW directed our fir e onto the M.Gs. 
We managed t o silence two of them but the t hird 
continued t o fi r e aporadioally and , a s it were , 
without conviction . Soon it be came appar ent t hat 
we would hsve difficulty inflicting mor e oasu: lties 
because the anemy had got into his prepared pos i~ 
tions. BULOW then gavo the or der t o withdraw. We 
moved ba ck in good or der , under c over of fir e , 
l eaving the ambush party in positi on at 611437 . 
Our only casualty was an officer who had b een shot 
through the shoulder. 

The most impressive thing about our little action 
was the fir e control which was good , by anyb ody's 
sta ndar ds , I r a ther questi on the advisability of 
having all the offic ers in one group 150 yar ds fr om 
the enemy but in Partisan oper a tions it may b e 
necessary f or the l eaders t o ber further f orwa r d than 
any of the ir men. 

(Healy) 

The only informa tion available, concerning the results of 
attaok, is contained in the following messages : .. 

the 

29 Nov Enemy force ••• estimated 50 rea cted to o\.ll' 
a ttack . We silenced two machine guns and 
in~licted casualties , Details not yet 
available . 

30 Nov Troops still l eavi ng Ravenna . Some went 
north- west some moved t o reinforce Porto 
Corsini aft er partisans a ttack . 

(Messages , l Cdn Corps -
Partisans) 

As to the ambush no mention as to the outcome of this has 
been found. 

112 . Apart from direct a ction aga inst the enemy 
of the type noted above , the partisans pr ovided valuable 
in£orma tion to the r egular forca s on his strength, disposi­
t i ons and movements in the r ear a r ea . Of this phase of nis 
activitie s , Healy ha s thie to say : 

No task is mor e trying than that of att empting to 
obtain accurate mill t ary intelligenc e from un­
tra ined obs 3r vers. It r equire d the pati enc e of an 
angel, an inexhaustible s upply of cigar e ttes a nd a 
fund of good humour . No matte r how skeptical the 
inte lligence officer is, no matter how car e fUlly h e 
sifts his infor mation before passing it, absurdities 
occa siona lly slip through . 

(Hoal y) 

Ge tting the informa tion through in time wa s a constant pr oblem. 
Since young Ita lians wer e natura lly an object of suspition to 
the vigilant enemy, it was ne c essa r y to make consider abl e us ~ 

of the aged and infirm and tho ver y young a s runners s 
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When one l s obliged t o use the aged a nd 
infirm as runners to deceive the enemy ' s 
vigil ance, it i s diffi cult to pas s certain 
types of information in time for effective 
action t o be t aken. Come wind come wea ther, 
our runners invariab ly got through bringing , 
conceal ed about thei r per s ons, marked maps , 
sketches, drawings a nd r eports . Considerable 
us e wa s made of Partisan obs ervers but the 
r estrictions on civilian movement wer e such 
that they coul d only travel by night in a r eas 
they knew intima t e l y . Tho r esult was that a 
man would go out one n ight, lie up a ll the 
f ollowing do.y in s ome hous e , using every 
f emal e and small boy he c ould find as observ­
er s., s ort out his in.f or mati on and then come 
r a cing back t o camp as s oon a s night f ell. 

Thes e missions wer e no t without risk and on s everal oc­
ca sions the partisans f ail od t o r e turn . 

113. Typica l of the i nforma tion pas sed on by 
Healy t o Eighth Army and 1 Cdn Corps is tha t c on tained in 
the following message : 

Believe enemy has wi thdrawn most of his f orces 
t o positions west of La.mane River along which 
he is building fi e ld f ortifications . Most of 
his fi el d and medi um artiller y appears t o b e 
sited in the a r da Alf onsine 445480 Fusignano 
3 80440 Bagnaca vallo 390385 . Heavy concentra ­
tion of Ack hck area Bastia 310570 San Biagi o 
308578 which i s most vulne r abl e point on his 
line of c ommuni ca tion very heavy traffic by 
night aroa San Biagio, Ba.s tia and thence 
s outh . Enemy l eft flank guar ded by estimated 
one ba tta lion Infantry c ompanies in small 
groups east a nd north of Ravenna . Partisans 
will ha rry a nd destroy isol a t ed e l ements 
wher ever ambush is poss ible . 

(Mes sages , 1 Cdn Corps - Partisans, 
2 4 Nov 44) 

In additi on the y watched f or and r ep orted t a r ge ts of op­
portunity f or the a ttenti on of t he artille r y and/ or tho Air 
Force : 

26 Nov Ur gent 40 guns halted a r ea 580390 
Bomb or shell now 

(Ibid , 26 Nov) 

Apparently, G. S . I Eighth Ar my ques tioned the a ccura cy of 
this l a tter message bringing this tart r eply f r om Hea~y : 

My message abundantly clear . Artillery 
c olumn of 40 guns wa s ha lted 580390 moved 
west presumably . Did you engage . Do you 
want opportunity t a r ge ts or not. 

( Ib id , 27 Nov) 

1 
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Eighth Ar my a s sur ed him that they had eng~ged the t ar ge t with 
ertiller y and t~nk fir e on the ofternoon of 26 Nov , goi ng on 
t o s ay that they wer e " always gr ateful opportunity tar ge ts and 
very pleas ed wi th your other informa tion" (ibi~, d~t e -
s tamped 28 Nov 44) . ~ On 2 De c Hec ly' s obser vors brought him 
information of a p~rade of some 300 Gor man t r oops schedul ed 
to take plucs on the squar e i.n front of Ravanna r oilway 
sta tion ut 1000 hours th e following day . At the appoint ed 
hour ell avnilable guns of the Corps ~rti llery engaged this 
most unusual target , with r e sults d~sribed by observer s on 
tho spot a s '' effective and te rrifying" . (Messages 1 Cdn 
Corps - Partisans , 2 - 3 Dec 44 ; (H. S . )224Cl . 023(Dll) : 1 Cdn 
Corps Int Summar y N~ . 169 , 3 De c 44) 

114 . On 2 Dec , in co- ordinati on with the Corps 
attack commencing tha t morning , the Partisans bcgon on al.l­
out effort aga inst the enemy ' s lines ~f communica t i ons . For 
the purpose of t his offensive tho par tisan for ces wer e 
divided into two groups of three hundr ed , each with the 
following tasks : 

To occupy S.ttN .ALBERTO and LA GI LL.A 
south pf LAKE CCMACCHIO blow the 
bridge at 512 513 , and then move in 
small groups t~ards ALFONSI NE and 
MEZZANO to ambush the enGmy with­
dr awal on Routo 16 . 

This was to be the main effort . To 
occupy or block the enemy in MANDRIOLE 
and PORTO CORSINI then m?Ve s outh to 
ambush the enemy withdr awing between 
the sea and 5541 . 

(.Allied Str ategy: 11ppx ttG" - 4 , 
p . 99 ) Ul 

- ----------- - ----- - - ------- - ----
!I Up to . this point Healy ' s wir eless link was with G. S . I . 

Eighth Army . At this time , however, Eighth Ar my advised 
him tha t a r ea r link wa s be ing esta blished for dir ect 
communica tion with G. s .0 . 2 (Int) , 1 Cdn Corps . 

•* In a subsequent paragraph of th~ r epor t mentioned above 
(.allied Stra t egy : App:x "G"- 4, p . 100 } it speaks of 
" s ome nine hundred irr egulars" , and Heo ly, in his repor t , 
states that on 2 De c " about 900 partisans went into 
acti on". Thus it would appear th~ t thu activities of 
Groups A nnd B although t hey constituted the main part 
did not constitute t he whole of the partisan ac tions 
in this sector . 
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On the first two nights (1/2 and 2/3 Deo) partisan bands 
a ttaoked at a number of pla ces on Route 16 n orth of Mezzano, 
inflicting severa l casualties on the enemy. On 4 Dec two 
t o three hundred of Bulow1s men l aid siege t o the Ger man 
garris on of Porto Corsini. By l ast light they had surrounded 
the port, blocking all a ttempts of the enemy t o escape, 
a l though a few may have effected a withdrawal by sea . By 
the 5th they ha d cleared and occupied tha t part of Porto 
Corsini lying s outh of the canal . (Ibid; Healy) 

115. To the north b etween the Canale di 
Bonifioa and the Valli di Cornacchi o, the partisans went into 
action early on the 5th. At first light they attacked San 
Alberto (5352) a nd by afternoon had overwhelme d the GerD1$n 
garris on and occupied the village . During the same morning 
they attacked and clear ed the villasos of La Casoina (6054), 
La Cilla (5151) and M:lndriol e (5852) , h t Yandriol e nearly 
half of a German f orce of ab out 30 men surrendered without a 
fight, the r est dispersed. Ab out t his time , however, the 
weather de t erior ated a nd the enemy possibly anticipating a 
halt in the Canadian off ensive, l a l.lllched a c ounter"a ttaok on 
Group A. Ia te in the afternoon of 5 Dec an enemy force oon­
sis ting of about five self- propelled guns, a few armowred 
oars, and some lorried infantry commenced a drive to the east 
between the Bonifioa and the Valli di Cornacchi o . By the 
following morning the partisans, ar med only with Stens, 
rifles, and a few machine guns , had suffer ed sever e casualties 
and were in a state of some confusion. Neverthel ess Bulow, 
who was pers onally dir ecting the opera~ions in this area , 
succeeded in making an orderly withdra wa l t o the line of the 
Soolo via Cerba . At the same time , t o a void reprisa ls, he 
order ed the evacuation of t he c i vilian popula tion of the 
villa~es n orth of this cana l . (Heal y; Allied Stra tegys 
Appx G"- 4 , p .100) 

116. On the same day , 6 Dec, Maj ors Bul ow and 
Healy went to Ravenna , wher e , on the following day , they 
attended a confer enc e held by the G. S . o. 2 (Int) 1 Cdn Corps , 
As a r esult of this meeti ng ar rangements were made to as­
s emble Bulowts men during t he following f ew da ys in Ravona · 
There , under Cor ps or Corps - del ega ted direction, they we e to 
b e clothed, equipped and trained f or pos sible future emp oy­
ment in opera tions be tween Ra venna and the Valli di Coma ohio. 
In the War Diary of the G. S. Br anch l Cdn Cor ps the compie tlcm 
of the progrannne of r e- equipment and concentra ti on is n o t ed : 

The l ast group of Ma j BULOW 'a Partisans has 
been issued r:lth new underwear, s ocks apd 
b oots 1n RAVENNA today . The first of thete 
80Q Pa rtisa ns, whose activities SOUTH of the 
VAtLI DI 00MACCHIO grea tly ass1sted • • • 1n •bo 
ca pture of RAVENNA , came through our line& 
early 9 De~. All ha ve now been through ~~e 
mob ile batL at CERVIA a nd have had medical 
and denta l inspections . Each man has b eet1 
issued with a water pr oof cape or a ground 
sheet . Arms have b een turned in for i ssue to 
Partisa ns fur~her NORTH, but ab out fifty 
Partisans ha ve been r e- equipped wit h new 
weapons and ar e fighting with 5 Cdn Ar md lde 
fwd tps. Transpor t a tion is pr ovided so th!f,tt 
Partisans may visi t r e l a t i ves who live within 
30 km of RAVENNA . During their stay in 
RAVENNA , the Par ~is ans have been fed on Army 
r ati ons , which t hey c ook themse lves . The 
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assista nce of FS per sormel wa s r equired the first 
day t o inter pr e t t he oryptio abbrevia t ions on the 
cans . "M & V" f or exampl e . Mus ic with their meals 
has been pr ovided by P. W. B. l oudspeaker van . 

(W.D . , G. S. Br anch , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
11 Dec 44 ) 

117 . The most s ucc es sful of t he partisan engagements 
wer e those in whi ch a s udden and viol ent a t ta ck by 40 or 50 
men was f ollowed b y a quick withdrawal . On those occas i ons on 
which they atta cked the enemy in prepar ed pos itions or s ei ze d 
ground and a ttemp t ed t o hol d it , t he ir equipment a nd tra i n ing 
proved t o be inadequa t e . In his r eport Ma j Heal y ~laims these 
achi evements : 

(a ) We pinned down and des troyed part of t he enemy 
garri son in PORTO CORSINI , pr eventing c er t a i n 
final demolitions fr om be ing carried out . 

(b) We destroyed a number of Ger man outpos t s and s o 
harried the enemy tba t he t ook t o the swamps 1.n 
small groups 1.n an att emp t t o escape westwar d . 
These groups we destr oyed wher ever we f ound 
them. 

(c) We domina t ed the ar ea in whi ch we had b een 
or der ed to oper a t e f or a number o~ days and so 
infuria t ed the enemy that he saw f i t t o do us 
t he h onour of a counter- a tta ck wi t h t anks , SP 
equipments, infan try and mortar s at a time when 
he could i ll affor d a ny punit ive expedition . 

(d ) We inf licted the following ca s ualties : 

Killed 
Wounded 
Pri soner s 

be tween 75 and 125 
be tween 30 and 50 
23 

(Owi ng t o th(;l 11hi t and run" na tur e of the 
Par t isan oper ati ons , exact da ta i s never 
avail abl e . Thes e figures ar e cons ervative . ) 

(Heal y) 

118 . One of the difficulties of partisan warfar e wa s 
that or main t a ining pr oper r eserves - "ever ybody wants t o be 
on hand when the fun s t arts and once they have s tar t ed in dead 
earnest they carry on until they drop in their tra cks of 
wear iness and f a tigue" ( i oi d) . Heal y a ttrib uted much of t he 
success of t he partisan operations to the following t hings : 

(a ) Almost a fortnight befor e the a ttack, t he 
Commander made his inten tion per fectly clear 
t o both the Partisan l eader and t o me . 

(b) The Commander expl ained exactly wha t he 
wanted the Par tisans to do . 

(c) The Commander left the Partisan l eader 
entirel y f r ee to wor k out the method of car ry­
ing out his i ns tructions . 
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(d ) Innnediate l y be f or e the att ack , G ( Int) ga ve a 
l engthy sitr ep which enabled the Par tis an 
l ea der t o act en connaissance de cause . 

Whilst talking to a par t y of Bri t i sh Memb er s of Parl iament in 
Januar y 1945 , a senior Canadi an officer is r eported to have 
p,a id thi s tribute t o the wor k of t he partisan f or ce s i n Ita l y , 
'Without t he i r effor ts , big and sma l l , our task of defeatin g 
the enemy i n Ita l y a nd lib er a t ing t he country woul d have be en 
doub*y diificult and t hree t i mes as costly i n men and ma t er -
i a l s • (Allied Str a t egy : .Appx 11 G11 - 2 , p . 92 ) . 

ACTIVITIES OF 5 CDN ARMD BDE ON THE 
RI GHT FIJ,.NK , 6 - 10 DEC 44 

ll9 . 5 Cdn lu-md Bde - apart from 9 Cdn Armd Re g t 
(B. C. D. ) which was under c ommand 12 Cdn Inf Bde - had share d 
in the initia l stage s of the Decembe r offensive in an artil­
l e r y r ol e only . The or igi na l Corps pl a n had cal l ed f or the 
armoured brigade t o t ak e over and hol d the s ector a l ong t he 
Iamone River nor t h of Route 16 , while Porterfor ce shifted 
l eft and r elieved 5 Cdn Ar md Div on the same r i ver s outh of 
the ma.in highway .~ Now, h owever, 5 Cdn ilrmd Div int ended to 
force t he crossing of t he Lamone in the area of Vill an ova 
us ing 1 1 Cdn Inf Bde f or t h e purpose wh i l e 5 Cdn Armd Bde 
wi th Por t er f oroe under command would take over the who l e of 
the r igh t f l ank f r om inclus ive Mezzano t o Porto Corsini . 
(See Map 7 }. 

120 . On 6 Dec Ld S . H. moved for war d t o the Mezzano 
area and by nightfa ll had c ompl e t ed without incident the 
changeover with Ir R. C. At l ast li ght the Stra t hcona 1s had 
one squa dr on in that pa r t of Mezzano lyi n g eas t of t he Le.mone , 
with anot he r covering the l a t er a l road south of Route 16 a s fa r 
as t he village of l e Anm:tonite (4742) and a third a t t ho sugar 
fac t or y (4843 ) s outh- eas t of Mezzano facing north t owar ds t he 
r i ver. During the same day G. G.H. G. came undar c ormnand 5 Cdn 
hr md Bde and t ook up positions on Rout e 16 near Oster ia . 
(W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 6 De c 44 ) 

121. h. t an Orders Group hel d on 7 Dec 1 Briga di er 
I . H. Cumb erland , D.S . o. , E . D., infor med his uni t connnanders 
of his i n t en t i ons . These wer e , fir s t , t o c l ear out a ny en emy 
r emaining s outh or eas t of the Lamone River , s ec ondl y t o cut 
the l a t er a l r oad r unning east fr om San Alber t o a l on g t he 
north b ank of the Cana l e d i Bonifica t o the saa . 2 Cdn Armd 
Regt (Ld 3 . H. ) would clos e up t o the Lamone Ri ver and provide 
right flank pr ot ec t i on f or 11 Ccln Inf Bde . In t he cen t r e 3 
Cdn kr md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) with 5 Cdn Assault Tp C. A. O. 
was t o move up t o the l ater a l r oad on the north side of the 
Cana l e di Bonifioa and c onsol idate fa c i ng l eft . At t he same 
t i me Porterforce was t o advance t o the same r oad and f a ce up 
t o t he ri~ht . (W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 6- 7 Dec 44 ; (H. 8 . ) 
244C5 . 0l 3(D4 ) : 5 Cdn i Lrmd Bde Account of Ops fr om 30 Nov t o 
14 Jan 45 ) 

x See outl i ne of Cor ps pl an i n 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report on 
Oper ations 1 Dec t o 6 Dec 44 ((H . S . ) 244C5 . 013 (D4 ) and 
en try in W . D., H. Q. 5 Cdn 1~rmd Bde , 6 Dec 44 ) 
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122 . On the same day bo t h Ld S . H. and G.G. H. G. 
patrolled active ly on the ir r espective fr onts . Patrols from 
the latter unit moved a l ong the tramway and crossed the oanal 
Fossa Carlina . Ther e endmy machi ne gun fire fr om the railway 
bridge over the Lamon~ sweeping aor oss t he £lat open colmtry , 
prevented any further movement in that directi on. Far ther 
east on the Fossa Carlin~ at the Strada Antica del Bosco 
crossin& G. G. H, G. patrols con tacted a P.P.A. post and l earned 
that the l a tter had suffered casualties in a ttempting t o 
reach the Lamone in that sector . Patr ol s fr om the Lor d 
Strathcona 1s cover ed the 4 , 000 yar.d stre tch of the Lamone 
be tween Route 16 and the poin t where the river b ends t o the 
eas t and r eported it clear of t he enemy. ~s Ld S . H. was now 
r espons ible f or some 7 1 000 yards of river front , the Command­
ing Officer appeal od to Brigadier Cumberland f or assistance 
and r ec eived under command tb.llt aft ernoon (7 Dec) 2721 Sqn 
R. A. F . Regt . The l a tter unit was a t onc e assigned t o the 
sector fr om the r iver bend eas t t o the r a ilway cross i ng 
(5146) • . (W . D., H, Q. 5 Cdn ll.r md Bde , 7 Dec 44 ; (H . S.) 244C5 e 
013(D4) : 2 Cdn ~rmd Regt (Ld S . H. ) J.ocount of Operations 
27 Nov 44 - 16 Jan 45 ; W. D., 3 Cdn Ar md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) , 
7 Dec 44) 

123 . In the course of the next t hree days al l units 
strengthened their F , D. Ls . snd patrolled widely a cross the 
f r ont. On the right e P.P.A. patrol, a l on g the r oad l eading 
north from Ravenna t owards Mandri ol o , worked t o within a 
1, 000 yar ds of the Canal e di Bonif ioa . 

Her e they were shelled by an SP and enc ounter ed a 
group of some thir ty mixed Ger mans and Fascis ts. 
On sighting POPSKI 'S men some of the enemy put 
thei r hands up and wer e b eckoned in by POPSKI 18 
pa trol . They (the enemy wi th t he upl ift ed hands) 
immedia t ely threw themselves on the ground an d the 
r emainder of t he Ger mans opened fir a . h brief 
exchange of small ar ms en s ued, then bot h pa trol s 
withdr ew. 

(W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Dde , 8 Dec 44) 

On the same day , 8 Dec , 27 L. es t abl ished an advanced ~oat 
on this r oad n ear the canal Il Fossa t one (588480 ) (ibid ) . 

124 . Late on 7 Dec tho Commanding Officer of G. G. H. G., 
Lt- Col A. K. J or don , E. D, , decided t o devel op the Strada 
Antioa del Bosco as his f orwar d axis and the foll owing day 
established a troop position on this r oad at the Fos sa 
Carlina . Throughout 8 Dec G. G.H. G. worked f everish1y 11£ting 
mines and filling in oraters in pr eparation for an advanc e 
a long t he Strada kntiaa . During th~ night h owever a j oint 
G. G.H. G. /R . C. E. patrol disc over ed that., alt hough t he Fossa 
Carlina and another small wa t er obstacl e t o the north of it 
could easily b e fixed f or the passage of t anks , unfor tunately 
the ground in the vicinity of the Lemone was fl ooded on b oth 
sides of the Strada Antioa and the last 100 yar ds of the 
r oad itself was washed out . Acc or dingly the pl an t o push 
the r egi ment's ar mour over the Lamon e via this r out e wa s 
abandoned . On the l eft by l as t l ight on 8 De c Ld S. H. was in 
compl ete control of the eas t bank of the Lamone a s far n orth 
as the bend in the river wher e 2721 Sqn was n ow established 
ar ound Le Torri (4946) . In t his sector the t a sk wa s now 
simply t o h ol d and ha rass the enemy on the f ar bank with fire . 
((H .S . ) 244C4 . 013 (D4) : Oper ati onal Histor y of Governor 
Gener al' s Horse Guards f or December 1944 a nd January 1945 ; 
W, D,, H. Q. 5Cd.n1~rmd Bde , 8 Dec 44) 
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125. Shortly after midday on 9 Dec enemy infantry 
attaoked the 27 L. post , established the previous day, on 
the Mandriole r oad near Il Fossa t one . Using the woods lying 
to the north and -east of the position, the enemy succeeded in 
nearly surrounding the buildings oocupi ed b y the Lancers . 
Eventually elemonts of P. P.h . be came involved in the figh t 
and a request f or a ss i stance was s ent t o G. G. H. G. The l att er 
i mmediate ly s ent off a troop of tanks and an R.k . P. Stuart. 

Lieut Murphy was despatched pos t haste from C 
Squadr on , travelling down the Highway to t he 
later a l r oad north of Ravenna , wher e he swung 
east t o the 27th Lanc er s r oa d . He arrived a t 
the b e l oa guer ed position , which was then sur­
r ounded , at 1515 h ours , and a t point blank r ange 
demol ished a n enemy h ous e , which wa s occupi ed b y 
thirty Ger man infantr y , While the tanks wer e 
firing , the Lancers withdrew. Cpl Hoy , in his 
~ .A . P . Stewart , moved up and evacuated the 
oasual t i es / under intense mach ine gun fir e and 
without any assis t ance , as the Lancer s had l eft 
the position. Lieut Murphy continued t o fire 
until they wer e fi r m a mile and a ha l f t o the 
south, He then r e tired t o th eir .new pos ition and 
r ema i ned for the night . 

(G. G. H. G. Histor y , Chapter VIII) 

In this aotion Porterforce suffered six casualties , amon g 
wh om was Maj Popski (see f ootnot e par a 30) , the enemy an 
estimated 25 . (W. D., H. Q. 5 Can Armd Bde , 9 Dec 44) 

126 . On 9 Doc Bulow1s partisans , as previous l y 
mentioned (para ll.6), be gan t o concentra t e in Ravenna. 
Although they wer e now under comm.and of Brigadi e r I . H. 
Cumberland , due t o th~ r efit and r est ~rogramme arranged for 
them~ they would not b e ava ilable f or us e i n operations for 
s ever a l days , To ensur e good liaison Bul ow moved t o Brigade 
Headquarters fr om wher e he dir ected the operations of his 
for ce . Apar t f r om the Ravanna group some 125 partisans from 
the Mezzano district wer e n ow working with Ld S. H. Due to a 
cer tain r el uctance on the par~ of the ma j or ity of the s e l a t... 
t er to patrol into ene my t erritory, the 8trathc onas were 
employing them mainly a s fati gues , kitchen duti es , l oca l 
s entries, e t a , About 20 volunteer ed for patr ol duty, of 
whom a f ew who went out on patrol , pr oved t o b e "pr e tty stout 
fellows" in the opini on of the unit officer concer ned . (W.D., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 9 Dec 44 ; MChVity , Lt-Col J , M. , ~.s. o., 

O. B. E. , Lord Strathcona 1s Horse (Royal Canadians) A Record of 
Achievement, p .168) 

127.. At 1840 hours on 10 De c Sta ff Duti es 1 Cdn 
Corps issued the fol l owing message : 

PORTER FORCE is di sbanded effective immedi a t ely UnitB 
under c onunand excl 168 London Inf Bda Sig Se c and 
two s ecs 53 Mob BU pass under comd 5 Cdn llr md Div ••• 
Various att Offrs and ORs and tpt on loan wil l be 
r eturned to pa r ent units . Ord Stores will be r e ­
turned t o 1 Cdn HQ Corps Tps Ord , All DUCKS held 
will be r e tained by 5 Cdn ~rmd Div . 

(( H. S . ) 224Cl . 015 {D2) : l Cdn Corps Ops Log, 
10 De c 44) 

1 
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L. t the time of disba ndment Porterforce was hold ing, on the 
rif!P.t , Porto Corsini an~ on the lef~ the line of the Scola 
via Gerba t o inclusive the Mnndriole r oad . In over six 
weoks of operation s it had advanced fr om the Ronco t o Porto 
Corsini, a d istance a cr oss country of ab out 13 miles , During 
this perioJ Lt.-Col Horsbrugh- Porter ' s men ha~ talron 220 of 
the enemy prison~r anc killed or wounded at leas t that many 
more . Their own casualties wor e consider ab ly l ess - a s 
not ed earlier i n t his r epor t (para 37) for the period up to 
25 Nov they numbered 56 British and 30 Canadi ans . 

128 . Ther e WAS l ittle activity apart fr om r outine 
patrols . in 5 Cdn Armd Bde s ector during dayl ight on 10 Dec . 
In the afternoon the f.i r Force bombdd and strafed Mezzano . 
(W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bda , 10 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps Ops Sum-
mary No . 48 , 10 De c 44 ) . Maj - Gen Hoffme i ster , who personally 
witnessed this a ttack , s ent off the following message of 
appr eciati on : 

From G. S . O. l, 5 C1n Ar md Div . GOC wishes t o convey 
his thanks to the hir Force f or the bumbing and 
s t raff ing of Mezzano . It was mos t satisfactory. 
Forward troops are var y enthusiastic . 

(1 Cdn Cor ps Oper ations Log , 10 Dec 44 ) 

129 . That night (10 Dec) 1 Cdn Corps attacked 
across the Lamone River on a two- divisional front . To div­
ert a~tention from the 5 Cdn .b.r·md Div assaul t , made in sil­
ence by 11 Cdn Inf Bde , the two flanking brigades of tha t 
division s t aged fi r e demonstr ations . At Mezzano , 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde , using a variety of weapons put on an e l aborate 
show . 

Lord Strathoona ' s r eceived orders to cr ea t e a 
di vers ion, with as much firing as possible , 
espec ially of small arms , wi th a view t o cr eating 
the impr es sion that the ma in attack was to be at 
Mezzano . Accor dingly, for one hour commencing 
at 11H11 plus 45 11 , a lmost ever y weapon in the 
Regiment was firing : L.M. G' s , dismount ed Browning 
M. G' s and rifles cra cked off s imultanoous ly all 
along the river dyke , whil e 9 troops of Sharmans , 
only a f ew hundr ed yards from the river, fired on 
fixed lines on the roads l eading away from the 
r iver on the enemy s i do , a t suspected enemy H. Q•s, 
mortar and gun positions - firing both 75 nun and 
. 30- inch Brownings . The 105mm . ba ttery fir ed 
"H.F . 11 at rapid r ate on Hi e-}:lway 16 b oyond Mezzano . 
One troop of 40 mm . Bofor s was attached t o the 
Regiment for the night and they f i r ed two streams 
of brilliant tra cer - about 500 yar ds apart , par a l ­
l e l to the highway a.t Mezzano . 

(Mckvity , QE. cit, p . 169) 

Thu enemy responded vigorously to thQ Ld S . H. fir e - one 
squadron oommand~r r eporting tha t in one short s ession some 
200 enemy mortar bombs l anded in his squadron ar oa ( i b i d ; 
W. D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bdo , 10 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Cor ps Ops Summar y 
No . 48, 10 De c 44) 
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THE GENERAL SITUATION - EIGHTH ARMY, 2 - 10 DEC 44 

130 . Acros s the whole of tha Eighth Army front, 
the winter offensive had made good progress during the first 
week of December . In three days 1 Cdn Cor ps ha d thrown the 
enemy back to tho Lamone on a front of threo mil es and 
s ecured Ravenna , one of the main objoctives of the offensive . 
This was a promis ing start but, due to tho costly se tback 
suffer ed by 1 Cdn Inf Div on the 5th and the advent of bad 
weather, t he timo gained b y these initia l successes was l argezy­
lost . During tho same period both tho centra l 5 Corps and 
the left- flanking Polish Corps had a ch i eved limited successe s . 
~fter a short postponement the offonsive opened on tha t part 
of the front on the night 3/4 Dec • .K North. of Route 9 , 56 Inf 
Div made f e ints whioh drew the enemy ' s a ttention away from 
the ma in thrusts whi ch went in on the higher ground to t he 
s outh of the main axis . Ther e 46 Inr Div, with its objactive 
the Pideura ridge (Z321), crossed the Lamone River at 
Quartol o (2520) . Initia lly the 5 Corps a ttack deve loped 
without much interfer ence, but es t he a ttack r eached the high 
ground on which the main defences of the Gorman 305 Division 
l ay, it met with increasing r es istanc e . Moreover the broken 
nature of the ground made 1 t d ifficult t o manoeuvre and t o 
deploy sufficient forces t o disl odge tho enemy, while th0 
l ack of suitable roads impeded thti supporting tanks . By the 
7th, however, the 46th Divi sion had t aken Pideura village 
although the enemy r e t a ined his grip on a ridge to the nor th 
of it. Meanwhile a Polish division which bad crossed a t 
San Ruffillo a mile upstr eam from Quar t ol o had made somewhat 
better progress , On the 4 th t ho Pol es had se ized Montecchi o 
(2219) and on the foll owing day Mont e San Rina l do {2019) and 
the high ground to the south, thus securing the le~t flank 
of 5 Corps . (Eighth i1rmy etc, pp 87- 8) 

131. Probably beca us e he appr eciated tha t a full-
scale offens ive by b oth Allied ar mi es was i mminent , the enemy 
showed a certain r e l uctance t o conn.ni t his r eserves aga inst 
Eighth Ar my . By the 8th, however, h e had decided that his 
Adriatio front s t ood 1n ur gen t need of r e inforcements and 
brought in 90 Pz Gren Div f r om r eserve t o a i d the ha r d­
pressed 305 Inf Div . On the following day the panzer gren­
adiers b e gan a s er1ds of a tta cks a ll a long the l ine of the 
bridgehead , making a particularly vi ol ent and r e ckless thrust 
south of Ce lle (2725) against a r ecen t ext ension of the 46 
Inf Div bridgehead . Fighting with grea t skill and de t er min­
a tion the 46th Division not only hel d the enemy a ttacks but 
by t he end of the day (9 De c) had s o s ever e l y damaged t ha 
90th and 305th German Divisions that ne ither wa s capable of 
fur t her oper a tions f or the time be ing. But the victor was in 
no position t o t ake adva ntage of his opponent ' s d iscomfiture . 
Clearly it wa s out of the quos tion for 4 6 Inf Div t o continua 
the attack una i d ed .AJ( 5 Corps had , the r ef ore, t o halt the 

A The British His t or ical Secti on , Centr al Medi t erranean, was 
unable t o d iscov er the r eas ons for thi s pos tponement . 
(Eighth hrmy , etc p . 88) 

El Besides Eighth J\rmy had now to r e l ease this division for 
ser vice in Greece . One of its brigade s has moved t o t ha t 
thea tre in November and the division had fought its 
December actions with one brigade of 56 Inf Div under com­
mand . (Eighth Army e tc p . 86; 1~111 ed Strategy, pp 16 an d 
23) 
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offens ive a nd r e group . South of Rou t e 9 , the Br i tish Cor ps 
depended f or communication chief l y on a singl e rout e seven 
miles in l en gth fr om the point whe r e it l eft t he hi ghway 
unt il it r eached Quartol o on tho Lemone , i n pl a ces littl e 
mor e t han a t r ack and r equiring 12 hour s da i l y f or ma i n t en­
ance . Bare l y suffic i en t bef or e , it wa s u t t e r l y i nadequa t e 
t o bea r t he increas ed we i ght of t r a ffic i mposed b y t h e 
r e liefs . Not until 1 4 Dec c i d 5 Cor ps compl e t e i ts r e group­
ing . By tha t da t e 10 Ind Di v had t aken over t he l eft of the 
bridgehead while 2 N.Z. Div hel d the r ight and the near ba n.le 
of t he La.mono eas t of Faenz a . 56 Inf Div r emained in the 
qui e t s ector north of Rout o 9 . (~, PP • 88- 9) 

PREPJ~RATIONS FOR 1 CDN CORPS ASSh.ULT ACROSS 
THE U MONE 

132 . With the Br itish and Pol es b ot h acros s the 
Lamone and heavily engaged by th& enemy, i t was now mor e 
neoe s sar y than eve r for the Canadian Cor ps t o push f or war d 
with de t e r mina tion its a tta ck . Th0 f a i l ure of 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde t o establish a f oo t h ol d across the Lamone on 5 De c di d 
not a lte r t he intention of the Corps Commander t o ge t f or­
war d as quickly as pos sibl e . During the a fternoon of t he 
5 t h , Genera l Foulkes , in discussion with his divis i onal 
commander~ l a i d pl ans f or a f r esh a ssa ult on the river line . 
The oper ation was fir s t p l anned f or t ho ni gQ. t 6/ 7 Dec and 
wa s t o be a c oor d ina t ed a tta ck by 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde on their r especti ve divisiona l f r onts . Both di vi s ic:ns 
compl e t ed pl ans f or the a s saul t dur i n g 6 De c but, <lU9 t o t he 
state of the wea t her, nei ther a t t a ck t ook p l a ce. (W . D., o.s ., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Di v , 5 Dec 44 ; W. D. , G. S ,, H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div, 5 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Dec 44 ; W, D., 
H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Dec 44 ) 

133 . On t he even i n g of 6 De c me t eor ol ogi ca l r eports 
ind icated such bad wea t her in the. mounta ins t ha t t he r i vers 
mi gh t bec ome impassab l e . No t onl y was th er e t he dange r of 
a ris e on the Lamone Ri ver whi ch might ca us e grea t di~fioulty 

i n the a ttack, but t her e was a Jangar of r oads and bridges 
ove r the Montone be ing washed out. Beyond t he Lamone t he 
wa t er obs t a c l es a t hwart tho line of advance wer e mor e t hickly 
c oncen t r a t ed t han any ot her s prev ious l y enc ounter ed , The 
s trongl y dyked canal Navigl io (which linked Faenza with the 
sea ), flanked on either side by small drainage ca n a l s - the 
Fos s o Ve cch i o and the Fosso Muni o - and f urthe r t o t h o north­
wes t the f ormidab l e a r eas of the f l ood- ba nked Senio , a ll 
par a lle l ed one anothe r wi.t hin a 11 -:>nu of three or f our mi l es . 
The Army Commander , r eal i z i n g these difficulti e s , de cided t o 
del ay t he a t t a ck until such time us the oper a t i on c oul d b e 
ens ured of r eas onable suocoss . 11 The Ar my Commander had n o 
int ention of asking us t o fight bot h wea the r e nd ene my". 
(W. D., H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , De cember 1944 : Appx 6 , Message 
Cornd 11 Cdn Inf Bde ) . On 7 De c Gener a l McCre er y vis ited 
Gen er a l Foulkes a t H, Q. l Ctln Corp~ ana s confer en c e, i ncl ud ­
i n g the d ivis i ona l commander~ took pl a ce l a t er in the day 
a t l Cdn Inf Div H. Q. It was ~ecided tha t be ca use t he r ain , 
particularly in t h e moun t ain s , was causing t~e rivers t o 
ris e , thus i ncreasing the di f f i culties of br idgi ng, t he ope r ­
ati on woul d have t o be postpon ed until the wa t e r l eve l i n 
t h e river s had dropped . (W . D,, G. S ., H. Q. l Cdn Corps , 6- 7 
Dec 44) 
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134 . During this poriod of wni ting both di visions 
confined their effor ts to activr. pe trolling and r econnaissanco 
al ong the river end sm~ll acti Jns cg~inst the few enooy 
pockets still rern~ining to tho oust of it . On 6 Dec dis ­
oou.nted R. C. D. elements supported by t ~nks of 12 R. T.R. at­
tacked an eneoy pocket of inf~ntry which w~s still ho l di ng 
out so11th of the river in the ei rea of the Russi - Grcnar ,:ilo 
r ail way . After the suppor ting ~rmour bntter ed the house s in 
which the enemy w~s p>sitioned a squn.dr ::> n :lf the R. C. D. 
occupi ed thi s l nst eneoy- he ld positi,:in cost of the Lrunone . 
On both sides the mortnrs and guns wor e intermittent l y a ct ive . 
(W .D., 1 Cdn ~irmd C. Regt , 6 Dec ~4 ; OEe!c.ti~§_~f Brit ish~ 

~!ill!~~-~~inion_!'.Q£~~-in1!~~1I~-~gr!_IfIL_Sec"E"~ 
!_vdn_v~rE§_~~rg~iogh p . ?41 

LAMONE AND tL>VIGLIO .nSS . .11ULTS - 1 CDN I NF DI V , 
10 - 16 DEC 44 

135 , Foll,:iwing the r epulse ,:if 1 Cdn Inf Bde nt the 
Lamone on 5 Dec sever e l changes or coom.end took pla ce in 
l Cdn I nf Div . Mnj - Gen H.W. FostGr , who officially succeeded 
Mnj - Gen C. Vokes , C.B.E. , D.s .o. , when the l ntter l eft this 
for mation (par e 14 ) c r rived ut Divisiona l He3dqullrters on 
6 De c . Gener a l Foster was n,:i stranger tJ 1 Cdn Inf Div having 
hel d the appointment of G. s . o . ~ . n Englc nd in 1942 . He later 
commanded ? Cdn Inf Bde in Englund nnd 13 Cdn I nf Bda Gp on 
its expedi tion to Kiska in the .. 11eutians in 1943 . He r etur ned 
to Engl and and led ? Gdn Inf Bde into N~rmo.ndy on D Day und 
ass Wlled CO.IIl!land of 4 Cdn ~rmd Div tw~ months lflte r . Br igadie r 
Smith , A/G.o . c., handed over command of 1 Cdn Inf Div to 
Gener al Foster on the 9th and on the s nme dcy took command of 1 
Can Inf Bde f r om Br igadier Calder . Lt- Col J .W. Ritchie also 
gave up command of R. C.R. on the s nci.:3 dny to Lt- Col W.W. Re i d , 
D. s .o.i E . D .~ (W. D. , G.S. , H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 6- 9 Dec 44 ; 
W.D. , tt . C. R., 9 Dec 44) 

136 . The period of W'li ting which begon wi th the 
pos tponement of the Lamone assault ' n 6 Dec (pa r a 133 ) came 
to an end on the lOth . 11t an "O" Group called at Div H.~., 
at 1100 hour s on l~ Dec , a divisioncl plan was presented , 
which called for on assault crossing of the Lamone with 
Bagnacavol lo (3838) as the chief objective (see Map 2 ) . The 
attack was to begin ~ t 2130 hours with the ass~ult crossing 
assigned to 3 Cdn Inf Bde and having a s a n objective a 
bridgehead about 2i miles wide o.nd l~ mi les in depth i . e . 
f r om Tr ave r sara to a point a bout 900 yards south of the Russi­
Bagnacavallo r oilwuy crossing and in depth to include the 
bridg~ over the Foss~ Vecchio . ~~ After completion of this 
phas e , 1 Cdn Inf Baa would pass through 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 

~ Enemy pr opaganda ba sed on these changes in comm.and may be 
found in W.D., Ir R. C., Dece:nb~r 1944 : bppx 14 . 

~* ThG s ecuring of n bridgehead c cross the 
R LA.MONE b6tween ~2 93?3 c~d 410345 extending 
to road a nd cana l crossing 4053?5 by 3 Cdn I nf 
Bde Gp . 

(1 Cdn Inf Div Operation Or der No . 1 , 
10 Dec 44 ) 
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cross the Fosso Ve cchio and advance north t o gs.in a lodgment 
over Canale Naviglio b alow Bagnacevallo. In the third and 
fina l phase 2 Cdn Inf Bde would cross the Lamone and advance 
t o the Senio on the le~t f l ank of the Division. The timing of 
the second and third phases would of course depend on the 
measure of succoss a chie ved in the preceding phases . (W. D., 
G. S., H. Q. l Cdn Ini' Div, December 1944 : hppx 20 , 1 Cdn Inf 
Div Op Order No . 1 , 10 De c 44 ) 

137 . ht the conference huld at H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div 
at 1100 hours on 10 Dec , f ina l arr angemen t s for artillery, 
armour , anti - tank, engineers, M. M. G. and mortar support wer e 
compl e t ed . The over-all Cor,Ps plan was the same as previous l y 
arranged for the night of 6/7 Dec and ca lled for a simultaneous 
assault by b oth 1 Cdn I nf Div and 5 Cdn hrmd Di v ; that of 5 
Cdn Armd Div t o go in the a rea of Villanova . A f e int a ttaak 
by 43 Ind Lor Inf Bde on the r ight of 5 Corps i n area of the 
inter- corps b oundary was to begin at 1900 hours and continue 
until 2100 hours . brtillery suppor t for 1 Cdn Inf Div included 
the Divisiona l hrtiller y p l us one or two medium r egiments . In 
additi on 12 R.T . R. would position tanks on the r a ilway and 
engage targets west of grid line 40 during the first hours of 
the attack . The a ir pl an included Timo thy t arge ts and the 
usual air support weather permitting . (Ibid) 

138. hlthough the 3 Cdn Inf Bde assault would be 
made in the same area in which 1 Cdn Inf Bde bad b een r outed 
on 5 Dec pos t ponement of the operation to the night of the 
10th gave the former time for a mor e ca r eful r econnaissance 
of the a r ea than the l att er had been able t o carry out , Apart 
from this 3 Cdn Inf Bde i ntended t o cross the river on a 
three battalion front , holding a fourth battalion in readiness 
t o go in and deepen the bridgehead . For that purpose 48 
High.rs was p l a ced under Brigadier Berna tchez ' connnand on 6 Dao. 
(W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bae, 6 Dec 44 ) . In the first phase of 
the brigade a ttack , Carlt & York R. , on the right , would gain 
a lodgment 1,000 yar ds a cross centring on the Via Albergoni 
crossroads with, as a further i mmediate objective , a hous e on 
that r oad about 500 yards fr om t he river; in the centre , Wes t 
N. S. R. would s ecuro the vicinity of the l ater a l r oad, be tween 
Carlt & York R . and the r ai lway bridge , t o a dep th of about 
700 yards; 48 High.rs, on the l eft , woul d seize the r a ilway 
bridge and objectives a t the 90° b end in the river, 1 , 000 
yards t o the s outh, and on the r oad parall eling the r a ilway , 
s ome 800 yards fr om the river . K Upon the compl e tion of the 
first pha s e , R. 22e R. would pass through , in the centr e , to 
expand the bridgehead ba tween the Via Albe r goni and the r ail­
way as far as the south- eastern edge of the s e ttlement of Borg 
di' Stecch (4137 ) . At the sPme time , Carlt & York R. would 
take action t o widen and deepen its holdings on the flanks . 
In the final phase , Wes t N. S . R. would come up on the right of 
R. 22e R. and , ac ting in concer t, the two ba ttalions would 
s e cure the near bank of the Ve cchi o in the a r ea of the Via 
hlbergoni bridge . Assault boa t s and Olafson bridges were 
all ott ed to each battalion and sufficient Mae Wests t o pr ot ect 

x A de tailed list of the obje c t ives f or a l l three phases of 
the Br igade oper ati on is contained in 3 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ation Order No.l, 9 De c 44 , a copy of which is appended to 
the War Diary of 48 High.rs f or December 1944 . 
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the in.fantry during the cr ossing. Searchlights wer e t o be 
used ha lf light from 1830 hours until 2400 h ours, full light 
f r om 0500 h ours until first light, 12 R. T. R. would position 
on e tank on r a ilway at first light t o engage t argets ·by 
observation . {W . D. , 48 Righrs, December 1944 : Appx 8 , 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde Op Order No.l , 9 Dec 44 ) 

139. The enemy units mnnning the def enc es a l ong the 
Lemone in the area of the i mpending 3 Cdn Inf Bde attack came 
mainl y f r om 356 Inf Div . An intelligence r eport issued l ate 
on 9 De c pl aced the dividing l~ne be tween this division and 
the neighb ouring f or mati on on its left , 114 Jaeger Division , 
as the Via Albergoni fr om the Lemone t o Bagnacavallo. This 
would mean tha t the left- flank mlits of 356 Div would b ear 
the br unt of tho 1 Cdn Inf Div assault. The Carlt & York R. 
attack would ac t ually go in along ·:;b e Ger man divisional 
b oundary . (W . D. , G. (Ops ) H~Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , December 1944 : 
Appx 18 , 1 Odn Inf Div Int Summary No. 104 , 9 Dec 44 ) 

140 . An unus1lB.l f EJu ture of the ar tillery pl an for 
this a ttack was that tho preliminary f ire support was 
divided into two parts separated by a quie t period . As a 
result of the initial series of concentrati ons the enemy, in 
anticipation of an attabk , would , i t was hoped , commence 
moving f orward his l ocal reserves ~ If this occurred these 
would , on the res umpti on of the firing, be caught in the open 
and destroyed or disorganized . (W,D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
10 Dec 44) . A comment on this novel artillery plan i s gi ven 
in the acc o'lmt of these operations by 12 R. T. R. : 

The fire plan f or this operation was s omewhat of a 
novelty . Ver y heavy concentrations were br ought 
down about one hour before the assault t ook place 
f or a peri od of 30 minutes; a gap of 20 minutes 1. 

then elapsed and the attack went in with s imilar 
concentra tions. The~e can be no doubt t hat the 
Ger mans suffer ed ver y heavy casual ti e& '!hey had 
expected the first barr age t o accompany the assault 
and were oaught in tl1 e open by the s ec ond aeri es of 
conoen tra ti ons . 

((R. S . ) 234Cl . 013{D22) : Acc ount of 
Operations 29 Nov 44 t o 11 Jan 45) 

141 . At 2025 hours on t he 10th the artiller y barrage 
b egan and within the hour t~e assaul t on the enemy's Lamone 
def ences was underwaj . It would appear tha t the enemy had 
expected the attack i n the are~ between t he demolished r ail­
way bridge and the r oad-bridge as heavy enemy M. G. and mortar 
fir e met the advancing companies of the West N. S . R. in this 
ar ea . The right and l eft flankB roceived l ess attention, 
however, and the att acks of b oth 48 Highrs and Carlt & York 
R. met with success . (W .D., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Dec 44) 

142. 48 Highrs had pr epar ed a plan of assault on 6 
Dec and· had s el ected two crosf:ing points the first about 200 
yar ds above the railway bridge (415352) a nd the s econd op­
posite the ir l eft objective at the river b end (411347) . 
During the waiting period 6- 10 Dec r econnaissance patr ols 
had visited these pr oposed sites and on t he 10th plans wer e 
comple t ed for "A" Coy t o cros s l e.f t i n the b oa ts and "B" Coy 
right on an Olafs on bridge o At H Hour 48 Highrs began cross ­
ing the river. They me t with little oppositi on and in l ess 
than an hour had two c ompanies compl ete on the far bank , 

l 

! 
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Since the Olafson bridge was fomid to be too short to span 
the gap b oth companies were ferried across in the assault 
b oats . The speed of the attack combined with the arti l lery 
deception had apparently demoralized the enemy defenders of 
the dyke and within a short time boats returning for our own 
troops were br inging back prisoners . Shortly after midnight 
11 A. 11 , "B", and "C" Coys were across and controlling the road 
junction south of the railwayo (W.D. , 48 Highrs , 6- 10 Dea 
44; (H . S. ) 145 . 2H3013(Dl) : 48 Highr s, Extracts from "Report 
on Ops 29 Nov - 27 Dec prepared by Lt- Col D. A. MacKenzie") 

143 . On the right flank of the Brigade, Carlt & Yor k 
R. wers equally successful . Careful and detailed plans were 
rewar ded by the battalion achieving a quick and decis i ve 
assault crossing, 11B11 and 11 D11 Com~anies were ordere d to 
cr oss at points (424363 and 422361) 400 and 700 yards respect;.. 
ively s outh o~ the road bridge. Both were t o use assault 
boa ts while the pi one er pln to on was ordered to erect an 
Olafson f oot bridge as soon as po~sible . The artillery 
barrage, which was so eff ective ln the 48 Hi ghr s are~ was 
equally successful on the Carlt & York R. front . At H Hour 
the companies began dragging the six boats allotted to each 
up the steep 30 f oot dykes . Th~ Support Company provided an 
officer, who acted as beachmastor f or each assault company, 
and two paddlers f or each boat~ Ropes were us ed to pull the 
boats back t o the near side of the river as soon as their 
occupants had disdmbarked . The r i ver was only 30 f ee t wide 
but the current was very swift . Within 18 minutes of the 
beginning of the a ssaul t 11D11 Coy and its H. Q,, incl uding an 
a r tillery F . o . o., wer e established on the enemy side and 18 
prisoner s were r ounded up. Although under mor tar and S. P. 
fir e 11 B11 Coy on the l eft was only a few minutes behind "D1' 

Coy . Again difficulties had baen encounter ed in the er ection 
of the Olafs on bridge , Seven of the pioneers had b een 
wounded as they carried it over t he dyke , and l a t er when it 
was put down one end sank , and i t was not until the n ext 
morning that it was finally positioned, By 0215 hours the 
whole battalion had crossed the river and c ons olidated in 
the area of the crossroads ~ The battalion attack ha d n ot 
been unoppos ed bu t t he swiftness of the assault qui ckl y over~ 
came the r esistance . 11 D11 Coy Commander r emarked later " I 
have never seen so many v1ounded> !na i med and dead Germans 1n 
another a r ea of similar sizo . Mos t of these casualti es were 
caused by our S. A. fire and grenades 11 • In the battalion 
br idgehead a t otal of 84 prisoner s were taken during the 
night at a o ost of only 12 casual t i es . (W . D., Carlt & Yor k 
R. 10 Dec 44 ; (H.S . )145 . 2C6011 (Dl) : Acc ount by Lt" Col J,A. Ens or , D. S . o. (i o.c. Carlt & York R., 10/11 Dec 44 < and 
Acc ount by O. C. 11 D 1 Coy, Carlt & York R., 10/11 Dec 44J 

144 . The ~est N.S.R . as s a ult in the centre of the 
Br igade did not have the initial spectacular success of the 
two flanking battalions . There appears t o be two r~asons at 
least accounting f or their ill-luck. First it would seem 
the t this sector was mor e closely :11a tched by the enemy as the 
unit experienced ver y heavy D. F . fire on its asSlembly a r ea . 
Another appar en t r eason was th~ de cision of We s t N. S. R. t o 
depend wholly on the Olafson bridge for the as saul t crossing 
whereas 48 Highrs and Carlt & York R. had carri ed with them 
into the assault both bridge mRteria l and a ssault b oats . As 
in the oa s e of the flank battalions West N. S . R. had r ec on­
noitered the river and l oca t ed the crossing sites pri or to 
the attack. The sites finally selected lay a f ew hundred 
yar ds bel ow the railway at 419354 and 419355 . When the 
s e cond barrage b egan at 2100 hour s the two assaulting compan­
ies began moving up a cc ompanied b y the Pi oneer Pla t oon carry~ 
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ing the Olafson bridge materials . On the right "C" Coy at 
once came under enemy D,F ., sustained consider abl e casualties 
and became t emporarily disorganized . 11 A11 Coy, on the left, 
had be tter luck and r eache d the river, but the swiftness of 
the current demolished their b~id ge before it was completed, 
and the oompany wa~ pulled back t o await the arrival of 
assault boats which wer e imnediately sent f or , At this time , 
due t o faulty c ommunication as well as the initial failure 
of the two assaulting c ompanies, confusion reigned at bat~ 
talion headquarters. A patrol fr om 11 D11 Coy attempted t o 
cross the river near the site of the demoliah~d r a ilway 
bridge but was unsuccessf ul. Mea~while , becaus e of th~ im­
mediate sucoess of both 48 High~ s and Carlt & York R., the 
West N. S . R. plan was changed , and "D" doy was Order ed to 
cross left in the 48 Highrs ar el:l and 11 B" Coy right through 
Carlt & York Ro These two wou.ld then advance t oward one 
another a l ong the far bank and strike the enemy on his 
flanks . At 0130 hours the companies began moving again . 
11 D1' Coy made slow pr ogress be ing held up by mines a t the 
r ailway crossing as they pushed north throuff 48 Highrs t o­
ward their ob.1 ec tiveo In the meantime , 111.1 Coy f ollowed 
close behind 'B 11 .Coy through tha Carlt & York R. bridgehead, 
and together they began ole~ring the dyke and l a tera l r oad 
t o r oad junction 41835? • This task they completed in 
short order taking 18 prisonars , k illing a number of the 
enemy, and knocking out two of hl" S . P. guns . 11 B11 Coy held 
up at the r oad junction, while "I~" Coy pushed on and oontaoted 
"D" Coy at 0440 hours , The first phase of the brigade a s­
sault was now c omplete , (~ . D ., H~Q . 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Deo 
44; W. D. , West N, S .R . , 10 Dec d4 ; (H . S . ) 145 . 2W20ll(Dl): 
Ji.coount by O, C. "A" Coy West NoS. R, ction in Establishing 
a Bridgehead across River Lamone , 10/11 Dec 44) 

145 . To fully exploit the success of the initial 
assault it was ess ~ntial that the br idging of the river f or 
the passage of anti - tank g11Ils, a r mour , and e ssential unit 
transpor t, go f orward wi 'th a s lit ltle delay as possible • 
Divisional Engineer s had arr anged f or the building of three 
Class 2 cross ings , one in eactl battalion assault a r ea , and 
f or the early r epl a cement of at l east one of the se by a 
Class 9 F.B . E.* ((H.S.) 224Cl . 3013(D2) : History of Roya l 
Canadian Engineer s , 1 Cdn Corpe, 1 Oc t 44 - 15 Jan 45 : Pt III, 
p . 3) . Moreover, the y were pr epa-rad to l a.unch a"Brown Bridge" 
(see par a 23) near the demolishe1 r oad bridge (ibid, P• 6) . 
48 Hi ghrs repor t ed the Class 2 raf t o ompl~ted in its ar ea at 
0350 hours and c~ rlt & York R. ~heir crossing a t 0430 hours. 
(W . D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , December 1944: Appx 4 , Int Log, 
11 Dao 44) . 'Ibe "Brown Bridge 11 , :iowever , oould not be used 
as the gap at t he r oad bridge was f ound t o b e 160 feet . 
(History of Royal Canadian Engine , rs .QE cit, Part III, p . 6) , 
Meanwhile, in preparation f or the second phase of the oper­
ation, Brigadier Ber natchez orderod R. 22e R, t o cross the 
river and pass through Carlt & Yor~ R. By 0430 hours (11 Deo) 
this move was completed , and H Hour for Phase II set f or 
0630 hours . (VJ .D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 11 Deo 44) . At the 

Ji In actual fact the engineers pu'., in Class 2 rafts in 48 
Hi ghrs and West N. S . R. s ec t ors and a Glass li bridge in 
Oar lt & York R. (W, D., H. Qo R.C . E. 5 Cdn Armd Div{ 
Decemb er 1944 : Appx 4 , Engineers Sitrep, 11 Dao 44J 
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same t ime anti - tank 2- prs and 6- prs wer e reaching the bridge­
head on the Class 2 rafts . Thts last was a labor i ous t ask, 
for eaoh gun had to be l ower ed down and pulled up the steep 
dykes . In addition t he ri~er are~ was r eceiving c onsiderab l e 
attention from enemy mortars and artil lery, With the coming 
of dayligh~ the hostile fi r e so i ncreased that it held up the 
construction of the Class 9 bridge all day. However , a third 
Class 2 crossing was comple t ed in ~es t N.S . R. area by 0600 
hours , and all three batt aljons W3r e by then completing the 
move of t heir anti- tank guns into th e bridgehead.* (11 .D., 
1 Cdn Fd Coy R.C . E. , 11 Dec 44 ) . Everything was now r eady 
for the advance t o t he Vecchio. 

146 . At 0630 h ours . 11 D3c , R. 22e R. began moving 
forward on a two comp!illy fr ont s upporten by M. M. G. , mortar , 
and ar tillery fir er on pr a-errang&d t argets . In spite of 
determined enemy oppo~i bi on the ba ·~tali on made pr ogress t ak• 
in~ a numb er of prisoner s each ·i;imo the enemy yiel ded ground . 
"B Coy , on the right , at 1013 hours had passed through Bor g 
d i ' Steach and were thus only 1000 yards short of the 
brigade ' s final ob j aotive on the Foss o Vecchio . On the l eft, 
however, enemy r esistance had =~1ffened and , despite assist­
ance fr om the artiller y in kno0l:ln'?; out M, G. posts and an ti­
tank guns , the pace of tt ~dvano e ha d s l owod. At 1440 h ours 
Brigadi er Ber nctchez issued ins ;ructions f or the final phase 
of the brigade opera tion . R. 220 Ro r.ould c ontinua on its 
present axis and seoure the area of the Via Alber goni bridge 
over the Vecchio. West N. S.R. in the cen t re would move over 
the railway and push on in a s outc - westerly direction towards 
the Vecohio . At the same time 48 Highrs woul d extend south 
fr om the line of the railway be twe en West N. S. R. and the 
Lamons . (3 Cdn Inf Bde Int Log~ !l Deo 44 ; W.D . , West N. S . R. , 
11 Deo 44) . Supporte d by artille~y fir e R. 22e R. resumed 
its advance at 1600 hours . Al tho·,1gb. it innnedia tely came 
under heavy enemy artillery and sma~l ar ms fire it pressed on. 
By 1920 h ours the battalio~ wa s wi thin 500 yards of the 
Veochio with one c ompany on tho Via Alb er goni and another 500 
yards to the l eft a l ong a· t r a ck l ea ding f orward to the stream. 
Ther e , in the f'ace of very hea vy f ire :':- om the banks of the 
Veoohi~ R . 22e R~ was forc ~d t o halt l ts advance. Artillery 
D. F . tasks were t hen arranged agains t possible counter at­
t acks and the batta lion or der eu t o dig in f or the night . 
(W.D., R. 22e R., 11 De c 44 ) 

1 47 . In l ees tha:i 24 hou:·s 3 Cdn Inf Bde had a chieved 
a lmost oomplete s uccess e From hi s str ong defens ive positions 
along the La.man e t he enemy had been driven back to a muoh 
l ess secure line along t he lo~ ~y ng dykes of the Fosso 
Veochio. JLli For this s uoc a<:Js some cr~di t wa s due to the Air 
Force which throughout the day ha J clonoly sufported the 
a ttacking ground f or oe , Meanwhil e t he 5 Cd..~ rmd Div attack 
had also met with suc0ess , and 11 Cdn Inf Bde had r eached 
the Veoohio . Duri ng t he afte~noon 1 Cdn Inf Bde moved for­
ward in the area between the two Br igades . With his right 
thus pr otected Brigadier Bernatchez now placed the wei ght of 

~ At daylight on the 12th the engineers had two Cl ass 9 
bridges operating in the brtdg~head one at 415351 and the 
other a t 425363 {Histor y of Royal Canadian Engineer s , 
Pt. III, P• 6) 

lUl The Foss o Vecchio has slighc dykes - 4 fnot - a l t h ough the 
ditch itself is 30 f oo t deep and 50 foo t wide at the top 
of bankse (Ita l y Topogr aphical Not es, P• 30) 
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his Br igade on his l eft flunk nnd , during the night 11/12 Dec , 
dir ected West N. S. R. south t0 secur e the r ood junction on the 
Via Boncellino (398355 ) , midwcy bet\'Teen the r e ilwey and the 
Lamone River . Encounte ring only ligh~ oppositi on West N. S.R. 
re~ched its objective at 0355 hours, on the way tcking s everal 
pr isoners . During the s une period 48 Righrs advanced west 
al ong the r ive r r oe d tow~rds the hanlet of Boncel l ino which it 
s e cured by 0700 hours ngain aee ting with litt l e r esista nce . 
These night oper~ tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bd~ conformed with General 
Foster' s or der nt 2055 hours on 11 De c , which assigned to 3 
Cdn Inf Ede the t a sk of protecting the left f l ank of 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde whil e the l atter pr epar ed to cnrry the divisional 
a t tack across thG Nnviglio . (W ,D. , H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 11 
De c 44 and 3 Cdn Inf __ Jde Int Log , 11- 12 Doc ~ \ W .D. , West 
N. S .R. , 12 Dec 44 ; ,1 . D . , 48 Highrs, 12 Dac 1=:4 J 

1~8 . By nidday on 11 Dec plens wor e being m~de at 
H . ~ . l Can Inf Div for Phas e II of the divisional atta ck . 
Br i gadi er Smith conferred with Gene r a l Foster during the 
morning and 1 Cdn I nf Ede bognn ~ t ~ncs t~ prepare for its 
a tta ck on the right of 3 Cdn I nf Bae . For this p urpos e 
Cnrlt & York R. pnssed t~ COr.llland 1 Cdn Inf Bde ~t 1200 hours . 
Br i gadi er Saith intended to f ace up ~o the Vccchio on a two 
ba ttalion front , Hast & P . E. R. right and R. C. R. left, between 
the Via di Travarsara and the Vin ~lbergoni, then , using 
R. C. R., establish a bridgehead in th e ar ea o idway between the 
two r oads . (( H.S. ) 234Cl . 013(DlO) : The Royal Canadi an 
Re giment Repor t on Oper 3 tions , D3cember 1944 and The Hastings 
and Pr ince Edwar d Regi ment Report on Ops r nti ons , December 
1944 ) . While 1 Cdn Inf Bdo wes a ssembling f or this advance , 
both 3 Cdn Inf Bde nnd 11 Cdn Inf Bae were nenring the 
Vecchio , and Partisans ha d r eporte d Traversora (4237 ) cle ar 
of enemy ( iQ.i~) . By mid - afternoon both R.C. R. and Hast & 
P .E, R. wor e moving forward . hS the f or mer near ed the Vecchio 
the~_ encountered enemy fi r e and held up to await tho ar rival 
of their anti - t ank guns . Hast & P . E.R. nlso mot with little 
opposition until they re~ched the Vecchio . Ther e they came 
under M.G. fire e nd suffer ed sever 8l casual ties . Pa trols to 
the Vecchio f r oo both battalions afte r dark r eported 15- 30 
foot dykes wi th depth of wnt e r three feet . Hast & P . E. R. 
a lso made c~ntact with I r R. C. on its right . (Ibid; R. C. R. 
Report , Qll £~; Hust & P . E. R. Repor t, ~Q £it ; W.D. , Hast & 
P . E. R. , 11 De c 44 ) 

149 . During the night 11/12 De c 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
cr ossed the Vecchio on both b~ttalion fronts . bpparcntly the 
enemy had a lready withdrawn in this sector, f~r a lthough 
both units c run.e undor henvy m~rtcr a nd s hell fir e they ex­
per i enced lit t l e c l ose contact with the enemy. Shortly ofter 
it c rossed the Vecchio H~st ~ P . E. R. contacted Ir R. C. of 11 
Cdn Inf Bae on th6 right . .,.;t 0830 h :Jllrs l eodlng el ements of 
both these units r eachod the ne~r bank of tho Ccncl a Naviglio 
(at 408399 ) about 2 1 200 ynr ds nor th Jf B~gnoc ~vnllo . ;~nti ­

t nnk guns were brought up , and the b o l~nc s of Hast & P . E. R. 
took up o defensiva positiJn b:;hind the leading co!:lpnny. 
R. C. R. dug in on its l oft fl~nk 500 :nrds shor t Jf the c ona l , 
and due east of the town (a t 4083~2 ) hnvinG mndc no cont~c t 
with the enemy . (W. D. , &st & P . 3 . R . , lG Dec « ; Vl. D. , 
R. C. R. , 12 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Inf' Bde Operat~ons Log , l Z Dec 44 ; 
R. C. R. Report ; Hast & P.E .R. Report) 
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150 . By midday on 12 Dec it was apparent that the 
enemy had withdrawn his main foroes tQ the line of the Canale 
Navigl io along that part of the Corps front extending from 
Bagnacav~llo north to Route 16 (W. D. , G.S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps 
December 1944 : Appx 50 , Ops Sunnnary No . 50) . On the 12th a 
new enemy unit, Field Marshal Kesselring 1 s Machine Gun Bat­
talion , made its appearance opposite 1 Cdn Corps . This 
battalion, believed to be heavily equipped with automatic 
weapons , consisted of four companies . Of thes~ three , each 
vii th an es t i ma t9'd strength of 100-110 men , were on the 
Navigli o in the area of the impending Canadian attacks . 
((H . S . )244C5 . 023 {Dl) : 5 Cdn brmd Div Intelligence Stnmnary 
No . 84 , 13 Dec 44) . Originally organized in the North of 
Italy as a bodyguard for the Field Marshal it was instead 
sent to the 1 Cdn Corps front with the order "Hold to the 
l ast man and last round 11 (W . D., G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps, 
December 1944 : Appx 51 , Int Sunnnary No . 178) . In additi on , 
as a result of the counter- attack against 5 Cdn Armd Div on 
11 Dea (see para 17?), it was known that 190 Reece Bn of 
90 Pz Gr Div, equipped with Tiger tanks , was on the Corps 
f ront (W. D., G.S ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, December 1944 : Appx 
27, Int Summary No . 105) . 

151 . Al though its two f' or11ard uni ts wer e in position 
by daybreak and Carlt & York fi . had moved up behind them by 
midday , 1 Cdn Inf D!v ' s assault across the Naviglio did not 
t ake pl a ce during the daylight hours of 12 Doc . (W . D., Carlt 
& Yor k R., 12 Deo 44) . The lack of suppor ting armour on l 
Cdn Inf Div front coupled wi th the known pr esence of enemy 
ar mour was an important factor in causing this del ay . 
Although 5 Cdn l rmd Div had tanks in its bridgehead early 1n 
the morning of the 12th, the engineer s did not oomplete a 
heavy bridge in 1 Cdn Inf Div sector until midnight 13/14 Dec . 
(Histor y of Royal Canadian Eng~nea~s , Par t III , p . 6) . 51 
Bty l st A. Tk Regt , however, had their guns up with t he 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde units and were available to support the assault . 
{W. D., 1 A. Tk Regt R.C , !. ., 12 Dec 44) 

152 . The task of making the ini tial attack over the 
Naviglio was assigned to Carlt & York R. which was order ed to 
cross the canal through Hast & P. E. R. on the night of 12 D~o /l 
As the enemy wer e dug in on boGh sides of th~ dyke , a clos e 
r econnaissance was impossible but according to civilian 
r eports the canal was dry , the enemy having stopped the water 
to provide a better water obstacle at Faen7a . X11 (1 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper ations Log , 12 Dec) . /is a precautionary measure , 
however, a supply of Olafson bridging material was made avail­
able . b l imited .bridgehead was t o be es tablished by Carlt & 
York R. after which Hast & P. E. R. would cross and expand the 
right f l ank while the former would ex t end to t he l ef t , ~rtil­

l er y support would include a t en minute medi um and f i e l d gun 

A The cross i ng site was near a demoli~hed bridge at 408398 . 

JUC The Naviglio has ceased to be a canal . From Bagnaoavnllo 
north it is now a weed- filled ditch - and bridges have 
been replaced by fills . Locals say t here has been n o 
water in the canal since the Ge~mnns dammed it below 
Faenza. (Ita l y- Topographical Notes, p . 30) 



- 71 -

concentration on b oth sides of th r Canal ha nk , a fter which 
the mediums would lift and the fi~ld guns would provide a 
creeping barrage for the infantry. One squa dron of 5 Cdn 
J ... rmd Di v t anks would b e a vailable to l Cdn I1 f' Bde a t day­
light 13 Dec ( ibid). With prepe r .t:'...or s c ompl e t e Carlt & 
Yor k R. moved up behind Has t & P . ~. R . and a t 2200 hours went 
into the atta ck . (l.l.D. , Hast & P~E . H . , 1 2 De~ 44; \V . D. , 
Carl t & Yor k R ., 12 De c 44 ; 1.~~ount by Lt-f'o l J • . ',. Ensor, 
D. S • 0 . , 0 , C • Car 1 t &: Yor :<: ~ .. , ~2- . 3 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H. Q . R . C • h . 
l Cdn Inf Div , 12 De c 44 ) 

153 . kr~ill ary a gain ·~r ~d a 76ry important part 
in es tab l ishing t he bridgebP.a ~ ov Jr the :rav~glio . The canal, 
as previously reported , ·.1!:s <h·:v a:'!d provad a nessligibl e 
obstacle to the advanc e .. Ce.rl t & York R. 1s two ::_eading 
companies crossing close b ehir.d t he b a rrage , and ag~ins t 

what the battalion ' s C. O. call9d light oppos ition, soon over ­
came the enemy def ences . Frcni ';he dykes and nea rby houses 
the batta l ion took 45 pris o:::ier· ., ~ By midnigbt with two 
c ompanies across the cana l in c ..., ...... .... ,.,_ of ~he Nest bank for 
several hundred yards on ei t h · ~ 1 de of t he c=ossiLg s ite, 
Lt- Col J . ..... . Ensor , D. S . O. , •• B . g . , c ommanJ i ng Cerlt & York 
R •• was ready t o sta rt e~tP~~ lng h i s fla nk o: t~e bridgehead 
south t owards BagnPc ...... •llo . In succe'isi0n he n o·1 passe d his 
third and fourth companie s acrosc tile Na,15 izl.i o . The for mer 
r eached the sec ondary r oad runnir g f'r ot"l the dy1ce 700 yards 
south of the bridging site where +h ey .1ar e cut off by same 
enemy who oame i n be tween them ancl ·ch e cana l. J\ l though 
shortly after the fourth sub-unt~ C'Utle forwa rd to this r oad 
neither c ompany wa.s ab l e t o make any furth er headway and 
both b egan to dig ino Between 0300 h cu.c s and fi rst light 
sounds of enemy troop an1 veh1 cle moveme. t.s \"/S J."O heard on 
a ll s ides of the bridgehead.. U~c c ovn~ by ~ ~-rr "1 Jo.tt.• Ensor; 
\V . D. , Carlt & Yorl: R:1 , J2 - 1:: De.; 4L : ( _: .S ~) ~ . : :! 013 (Dl0 ): 
The Carl t & Yor k R. J~ccount of ~ _a ti on:; i n I i;s. J.y, 1 De c -
23 Dec 44) 

154 . Meanwhi l e s hor> t lv ti t e r mid?li bht Hast & P. E.R . 
foll owed Carl t & Yorl: Re i r t o i •,e b i; · r1 Q;el:: "' 9.c': ., ~::,e t!!lg only 
light opposition the~ made ga..:. ·,s of s J" ~ral h,,.,..~~~d yerds 
on the r ight f l ank, By 0 4} 5 l " 'Jr"3 '..-h , Br -i ':".) d .J hold ~ bridge­
head some 1100 y:l r ds in \Yi d th <•1d i n C:.3pth e j• condint; to the 
l ateral road 700 ynrds we st o ".' thu cans. 1-1"'€. ':'l.k whe:-e He.st & 
P. E .R. was then engaged in a J i ru :Lie,1.1t wit!1 .:H;ver a l M. G., 
posts .* (W . Do, ~ast & P.E~R . , 12 Dec 44). Behind Hast & 
P. E . R. four anti- tan.tc guns of 5 1. Dty 1 L .. . TJ< Ro e t f! .c.1~ . were 
moved over the canal (W,D. , 1 - ~ Tk Rt>gt :1 . c . ;, . : J.3 Dec 44) . 
At 0300 h ours divisi onal Inte1 11 ~~~ c e warnc~ P ,Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde of a "Possible c ounJ.,;er att'l c!.f b y 1 90 Re cco !{i.)gt may b .3 · 
with Tks fr om n orth 11 

( 1 Cdn Ir f , le ~ 0r a t i oris L~g s 13 Dao ) • 

155 . Pre vious t o t h e re- 1 i~t er th1~ ac~icJ , 

Brigadier Smith had t ak an s t eps t..> t· r>"l~ ·-:teil :i. ~ bridgehead 
and a t midnight had orderod t wo: .:.~p .. •·1 i 0 !l ol' R. C. R. t o mov\3 
f orwa r d t o the Canal opposite ;.:_-i0 :!.of ).:; ilen}: o: Ce.r·lt & 
York R. Now he asked Di vi si on:1l Haa dqll:lr .. ;el''S t o a r r ange for 
an a r med r ec onna :.sssnc o (a i r) to 1.Jpera. t e from f5!'st light 

* Hast & P. E.R. l ocati ons as ~ep ~r ted to Brigade Head­
quarters at that time wer e ··H.1.40 83 92 - Coys at 407405 , 
408400 , 410403 , o ~her sub - r ·-li t eng '.. gl3d in 81. fight wit!.'.l 
s e ver al M. G. oosts a t 403{ 14 1 

~1 Gdr. Inf' B1..ld Cpe r ations 
Log, 13 Ddc ) -
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I 

over the area between the Senio and the Naviglio and north­
east of the Bagnacavallo - Lugo r ailway . (1 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 13 Dec). At the same time he instructed Hast 
& P. E. R. and Carlt & Yor k R. to remain within limits of their 
bridgehead (ibid); - no doubt t o await the arri\·al of 9 Cdn 
Armd Regt tanks . Meanwhile the divisional plan was changed . 
2 Cdn Inf Bde , instead of attacking on the left flank of t he 
division where enemy resistance had increased , was instructed 
to pr epare to pass through 1 Cdn In1' Bde 1s bridgehead . (W.D., 
H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Dec 44 ) 

156 . At daybreak 13 Dec the expected counter attack 
was l aunched by enemy infantry on both f lanks of the bridge­
head . During the last hours of d~rkness the attacking force 
had c l osed i n apparently using tho dykes as cover for their 
advance and no doubt intending to cut of f our infantry which 
had penetrated t o a depth of sever a l hundred yards. The 
for ce of the blow fell on the right flank where the enemy 
a tta cked supported by tanks . Artjllery D. F . was brought 
down which dispersed the ini'antry for a time but did not 
affec t the tan.ks . Within a short time , however, the enemy 
refor med his ranks and connnenced a fresh round of attacks . 
This time he managed to penetr ate between Ras t & P. E. R. and 
Carlt & Yor k R. wher e our arti l l ery was l ess effective . 51 
A. Tk Bt y engaged two t anks and knocked one out, but the 
German infantr y succeeded in surrounding 11 B11 Coy Hast & P. E. R.. 
and , at 091 5 hours , overran it taking most of the company , 
i ncl uding its connnander, pr isoner . After it became apparent 
that 11B11 Coy Hast & P. E. R. was cut off , the commanding of­
ficer of that unit order ed his remaining companies to drop 
back to the r iver l ine under cover of artillery fira and 
smoke . By 1005 hours this batta l i on had vtlthdrawn behind 
the canal dykes . In the meantime, however, Carlt & Yo1·k n 

with ar t illery support had pianaged t o beat off the i ~tack 

wi th heavy l osses t o the enemy o ( 1 Cdn Inf Bde C?e·~'a tions 
Log , 13 Dec; W. D., Carl t & Yor k R : , 13 Dec 44 ; W.D ., Has~ & 
P. E. R., 13 Dec 44 ; Account by Lt-Gol J . A. Ensor} 

157 . There was no\'/ a lull in t he fight"'ns on Carlt 
& Yor k R. f r on t and ammunition was sen t f Ol' WE.n:'d to the 
c ompanies . Shortly after 1000 hoursi however , following a 
heavy enemy barrage ~hree tanks ap9Aared at the north end of 
the secondar y road :.1. '"1' i cl°' 1~-. Cr rlt & Yor k R. left flank 
p,osi tions . These tanks , one of r1hich was a Tiger, engaged 
'A 11 Coy and forced it t o r etire t o the dyke . They then 
t urned on "D" Coy and engaging the hous e occupied by Coy H.Q. 
brought i t down on their heads fo~cing them to evacvate . 
Although now back t o the dykes , CRrlt & York R. with the help 
of heavy a rti l lery D:F . mana ged t o hang on . (W . D. , Carlt & 
Yor k R., 13 Dec 44) . Meanwhil e t he squadron of tanks that 
had been assigned t o assist t~e i nfantry in the bridgehead 
had b een hel d up while the bridge over the Vecchio on the Vin 
di Tr aver ser a was being co~pleted Di ~ficultie s in getting 
t he br idging material foruard a nd shell and mortar ~ire dur­
ing the c onstr uction stage were tl:e ca::"~ of the delay. 
Finally at 1030 hour s , just as Ca ..,..1 t & V o r>l<" R. ','/fl 'l" ti 'v - l L 
forced back to t he Canal, the bridge was c ompl eted , and t?A. 11 

Sqn B. C. D. moved up to the Navigl.io . (W . D. , 1 Cdn Fd Coy 
R. C. E., 13 Dec 44; W. D., 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D. ) , 13 Dec 44) 

158 . With B. C. D. a rmour still east of the Naviglio , 
however, the situation of Carlt & York R. c ontinued to be 
extremel y precar ious , At 1248 hours 11 D11 Coy r eporttid that 
t he enemy t anks , t wo Panthers and a Tiger , previously ob ­
served a t the north end of t he secondary road \'J.1µ'e now movi ng 

1 
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down t owar ds the dYrke . Under the direc tion of Capt . D. E. 
Smith, tti . C., O. C. 10 11 Coy, a 6-pr anti-tank gun, with a mixed 
gun crew of Carl t & York R. and 51 A. Tk Bt~ was t owed by 
a j eep i n to 11 D11 Coy ' s pos i t ion where i t enga ged the l eadi ng 
Panther . As t he gun was b e ing posit ioned enemy inf antry 
moved in a cros s the f i elds t owards t he canal. Whil e the 
compani es a l ong the dykes and the artill er y engaged t he 
advanc ing infan t r y, the anti- tank gun knockod ou t the 
Pan ther . At t ha t moment the f i rst Sherman en t er ed t he 
br i dgehead , and aga in the enemy was dri von off . (Ac count 
by Lt - Col J . A. Ensor , D. s . o . ; W. D. , Carl t & Yor k R. , 13 De c 
44 ; W. D., 1 A. Tk Regt R. C. A., 13 Dec 44) . Shor tly af t er 
Ha s t & P. E. R. wer e a l s o count er att a cked by tanks b ut 
arti llery D. F . prevent ed any further pene tra t ion on t ha t 
f l ank (W. D., Ha s t & P. E. R., 13 Dec 44 ) . 

159. Wi t h the en try of B. C.D. in to th e br i dgehead 
t he s itua tion wa s somewha t r e l i eved but both Car lt & York R. 
and Hast & P. E. R. wer e by this t ime unabl o to mus t er suf­
f ic ient str en gth t o r ega in the l ost ground . During the duy 
th e t wo ba tta l i ons had r epul sed in all 13 counter a tta cks , 
t h e c ombined eff ort of 190 Reece Regt and Kess elring ' s M.G . 
Bn. (W. D., G,S ,, R.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , December 1 944 : Ap~x 
39, Int Summar y 107 ; W. D., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 13 Dec 44 }. 
The br unt of the en emy a t t a cks ha d b een aga i ns t t h e l eft 
f l ank wher e his armour had a di r e c t approa ch down t he short 
road to the dyke . Only tho f i erce r osis t nnce put up by Carlt 
& Yor k R. kep t the Germa.n f rom r eaching the cana l for ding 
pl a ce . Later, from the narrow l odgmen t r e t a ined by t he New 
Brunswick unit , 1 Cdn Inf Div l aunched i t s a t t ack to r ega in 
t he origina l br ~dgehead . From the Ar my Commander , Lt- Gen 
R. L. McCr ear y , next day came the f ol lowing congr a t ul a tions 
to both ba t t a l i on c onnna.nders : 

My b est congra t ula tions on the spl endid a chievomen~ 
of your Bn i n capt uring and hol ding a bridgehead 
over the CANALE NAVIGLI O aga inst r ep ea t ed i nfantry 
and t ank cotmter attacks . Gr oa t gal l antry , endur­
ance and de t er mina tion by all r anks won t his 
important suco ess . The f i ercen ess of th o enemy ' s 
r es istanc e cl early shows the impor t ance of this 
gr ound t o t he enemy . Wel l done i ndeed . 

(W. D., Car l t & Yor k R. , Deoembar 1944 : Appx 18 ; 
W.D., Bast & P. E. R., Dec ember 1944 ; Appx 5) 

160. Innnedi ate action was t ak en a t H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div when word was r eceived tha t 1 Cdn Inf Bde had been f or ced 
ba ck t o t he canal dyke . Gen Fos t er pl aced L. Edmn R. under 
command of 1 Inf Bde at 1100 hour s , and t his ba ttal i on was 
or der ed t o en t er and r egain the or iginal bridgehead . (1 Cdn 
Inr Bde Operations Log, 13 Dec 44 }. Upon the compl e t i on of L. 
Ed.nm R. t ask 2 Cdn Inf Bde woul d then take over f r om 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde and c on t inue the advance (W. D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 
13 Dec 44) . The whol e of B. C. D. woul d b e a vail ab l e in sup­
port . By midday pl ans wer e c omple t ad a t H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
for the L. Edmn R. a t t a ck whioh was se t for 1600 hours wi t h 
"C" Sqn B. C. D. in s upport . The enemy was now put ting up 
f i er ce oppos i tion a ll a l ong t ha Canadi an Cor ps f ront . On 
th e right 12 Cdn Inf Bde had been driven ba ok a cr oss t he 
Navigl i o whil e 3 Cdn Inf Bde , in f r on t of Bagnacavallo, had 
i dentified a new f or ma tion , 98 Inf Div , on its fr on t . (W. D. , 
G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Cor p s , De cember 1944 : Appx 57, Int Summar y 
179) 
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161 . iith the cid of ortillery, nort~r , and M.M. G. 
fi r s , the Edaontons g:>t away to a g)od st.rt . Sooke wc.s used 
to help conc3:.i l thi; o::>v"Jacnt o f the tonks . \ii thin half an 
h.:>ur the coapeny on the left reached the area of the. junction 
at thu nor th end of the seconder/ r :.>ed (400398 ), but \'.ithout 
cl os o tunk support os B. C.D. ~~s un~ble to get c round the 
Panther knocked out earl ier by Cnrlt & York R. Eventually, 
however , the tonks by- pnssed the .') bst 1cle ;1 nd j oine1 the 
i nfcnt r y at the r oa d junction . On tho right th;; Ednontons 
oat s t iff opposi tion from ~nfantry r. nd nn S . P . gun holdi ng 
soce IDuses on the dyka r oa d 300 yards below the br idging 
site . One of the B. C. D. t~s wc.s mocked out by the b .P . 
glln , but the wes ter n inf':m try .:>utfl anke l the houses .::nd ofter 
o six hour fight drove off the ene~y and secur ; d the 
posi tion . I n tha centr e of tho bridgcbend L. Edc:tn R, ad­
vanced to the l ~ tera l ro ad west of the cnn~l by 1915 ho urs , 
taking 19 prisoner s i n the procoss . By midnight tne original 
bridgehead hod been r egained '1nd consolid .... ted with two 
s quadr ons ( " A" and " C") of B . C. D. in the nrea . The c.o., 
L. EdJ::ln R. , r eported "Support fr::>ri tonlrs , M.M.G. aor tar s and 
a r t i l l er y wr:. s excellent" . ( (H . S. ) 1~5 . 2E20ll(Dl} Consol ida­
t i on of 1 Cdn I nf Bde Bridgehe Ad over t.bo Noviglio Canal by 
Lt- Col J . R. Stone ( W. D. , L . ~dmn R . , 13 Dec 44 ; W.D. , g Cdn 
.1:~rad Regt ( B. C. D. 1 , 13 Dec 4'~) 

182 . At 2100 hours, 13 Dec, L . Edmn R. r eturned t o 
unde r coClllland H.Q. 2 Cdn I nf Ede . Bri gadi er Boger t ha d now 
COmple tad hi s p l a ns to tnke ..>Ver t h e br·i r1£'Ahaad , a nd had 
move d Sei:if orth of C. up t :> t h e N ... ,4 .... 1 j 1 . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
I n f Bae , 1 3 De c 44 ) . By minni~·"' tho latter uni t wa s moving 
a cross the cana l thr~rne:,n L . Edmn R. Enemy a r t i l l e ry f ire in 
t he a r ea of the r~~ssing was thG only form of opposition 
enc oun ter ed , and by 0600 hour R on l~ Dec tho tw ::> l eadi ng 
compan i es were in posi ti~n a long the r oud 200 yar ds west of 
the r oud j uncti...>n on tbs l eft fl onk socur~d ~nrlier by L. 
Edmn R. ( sea para above) . The r e they anxiously ~woi ted 
the a r mour which wa s due to join thc.n a.t first light . For 
encay t onks were still in th~ vicinity scout ing thr~ugh the 
vi nes fo r n conven i ent shot . nt naybre~k L. Ed.Llil R. and 
Seaforth .J f c. were h::>ltling SJ. firm bridgche"d , in approx­
imately the s~.mc positions cs those ::>ccup i ed by H·1st &. P . E . R. 
and Ccrlt &. York R. ~ hours boforo . Ttis tiae , however, the 
infontr y h~d tv10 s qu~drons o f tanks as \~ll :ls a nti - t cn.k 
guns with them , a nd in a ddi ti::>n one co11r · . j · jf thd Edn:::>ntons 
\'IDS l ying in r ~sarve ba hind the d ykG . A h.Jt recep~i.Jn would 
now meet c ny oounter at t .: ck the ener: r ai3ht. l aunch . (W .D. , 
Se'lf or th of C. , 14 Dec ?i:: : .nppx .. ~ , Op Report { W. D. , L . Edmn 
R . 14 Dec 44 ; W. D., 9 Cdn l~rmd ?.uet (B . C. D. 1 , l? Dec 44 ; 
W. D. , l A • Tk Re::t R. C • . : • • , l~-1'1 D0c 44 ) 

163 . But the eneoy launched no counter at t a cks 
dur ing the morning , a lth:::>ugh his t~nks c~ntinued to lurk 
about ths br idgehec d . All our cnti- t Jnk r~sources including 
ar mou r, medium a r tillery, and on ti - t ... nk _;uns, 'Ylfjr':? used to 
good effect . One 6- pr of 57 ,~ . 11k Bty scort-Jd c. hit ~n e. 
Tiger but it .a'1de g::>od its esc pe . .1lth0ugh 2 Cdn lnf ode 
made ~o attempts t :::> m::>ve f orviar d d uring the 'J.') rning , ct 1000 
hour s Westnr R . e ccompnnied by one. sq1rdrJn :) f Ld S.H. 
poss d through L. Edmn R. and proceeJed north to cls~r the 
west bank of the cancl on 5 Cdn ~rmd Div front (see p c ra 188} . 
By this time , Carlt & Yor k R. ~.nd f!cst & P .E.R . had be~n . 
withdr awn into r oser va . Generals ~ oulkes e nd Foster visi ted 
Brigadier B:::>g6rt ' s Headquarter s during the morn~ng !l.lld_ 
dis cussed the s i tuati:::>n with him . Following this ~acting the 
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latter made plans to push out his right flank behind Westmr 
R., advance for about 800 yards, send the Seaforths forward 
slightly, and bring P.P . C. L. I . into the bridgehead to expand 
it to the west . Before b e could put his plan into oxeoution , 
however , the enemy made a fresh move . Shortly after midday 
the forward companies of both battalions came under very 
heavy artillery fire , and soon after enemy tanks were heard 
moving in from the n orth . (W . D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 14 Dec 
44) 

164 . ~t 1330 hours the enemy launched a strong at-
tack on L. Edmn R. and at the same time commenced to move in 
on the Seaforths from the south . Under a heavy artillery 
concentration covering the whole bridgehead, four enemy tanks 
with strong supporting infantry began moving down on the 
Edmontons right flank in the area of the dyke road . The en­
suing action lasted for two hours but the Edmontons with 
strong support from the mor tars, M. M. Gs ., an~, avdntUB.lly, 
artillery from both divisions , held firm, an~ the enemy 
fina l ly withdrew. It was an expensive sucoe s for L. Edmn R. 
which suffered some 28 casualties, but a ccor ng to pri soners, 
who said their r eserve c ompany in porticul ar was bodly knocked 
about by our artillery D. F. , a n equally costly f ailure for 
the enemy. Mean\'lhile , the Seaforths had driven off similar , 
but l ess determined , attacks . Th~re a singl e Tiger tank sup­
porting the German infantry r oache d within 60 yar ds of a 
Seaforth position . 1~1 though the tanks and anti-tank guns 
wer e unable to get a shot at it , the infsntry got one PIAT 
bomb hit, and a rifl eman shot the tank commander . The tank 
then withdrew. By 1550 hours the enemy seemed to have bed 
enough, and withdrew out of range~ A number of prisoners 
were oaptured a ll b e ing from 98 Inf Div which was now moving 
in on both sides of Bagnacavallo . During the a ttack our air 
for ce gave very c l ose support to both battal ions . (W. D. , L . 
Edmn R. , 14 Dec; W. D., Seaforth of C. , 14 Dec 44 and kppx A, 
Repor t on Ops) 

165 . With the cessation of t he counte r attacks, 
Br igadier Bogert put into motion his pl an to expand the 
bridgehead . At 1630 hours the Patricias moved through th e 
Seaforths and began advancing sout h a l on g the dyke road , a nd 
the next lat~ra l r oad to tho wes t and by 2015 hours wer e 
wi thin 800 yards of Bagnacavallo . ~ By 0230 hours they had 
taken a n enemy post on the latoral r oad 200 yards farther 
south, and on the left cleared an additional several hundred 
yar ds of the west bank . This advance nett ed the Patricias 
the five - man cr ew of a Panthor tank and 11 en emy infantr y as 
pris oner s . (W. D. , G. S. Br a nch, H.Q. 1 Ca.n Corps , December 
1944 : Llppx 138, Midday Sitrep , 15 Dec 44; W. D. , P . P. C. L. I., 
14 and 15 Dec 44) . On the right flank , meanwhi l e , L. Edmn R., 
taking advantage of the gains made by the Westmins ters , con­
siderab l y improved their positions . (W . D. , L. Edmn R. , 15 
De c 44) . At this time' the bridgohead was s everal hundred 
yards in depth and extended from near the outskirts of 
Bagnacava llo north- east f or n '3nrl y two miles . 

K 11A11 Coy rigb..t at 395394 and 11B11 Coy l ei't at 397390 . 
(W. D. , P . P. C. L. I ., 14 Dec 44) 
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166 . Brigadier Bogert now began pl anning for a 
general advance by all three battalions . Enemy activity , 
however , during the daylight hours of 15 Dec was suffic ient 
to delay the plan until late in the after noon . At 0830 h ours 
three enemy t anks were r eported moving j.n on L. Edmn R. A 
heavy stank was laid on the approach area and the att ack 
r epul sed with one Panther d i sabl ed on one of our protective 
mines laid by the pioneers . K The infantry then att a cked the 
disabled tank with PIATs , killed the crew and captured its 
commander . Although the hostile armour continued to lurk 
about on the brigade front during the r est of the day , keep­
ing the units of t he bri~de in a state of tension , there 
were no further attacks . During the morning P. P . C. L. I . 
l os t f our men , and an officer , in a clash b e tween one of 
their patrol s and an enemy post at a road junction north of 
Bagnacavallo . Lata that afternoon Brigadier Bogert or der ed 
a ll three battalions forward to secure a very limited ex­
pansion of the bridgehead . The Seaforths were to make the 
fi r st move f ollowed by L. Edmn R. at 2000 hours and finally 
P. P. C. L.I . befor e doyli ght on 16 Dec . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde, 15 Dec 44 ; W.D., L. Ed.mn R. , 15 Dec 44 ; Consolidation of 
1 Cdn Inf Bde Bridgehead .2£ cit ; W. D., P. P. C. L. I ., 15 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D:}; 15 Dec 44 ; W. D., Seaforth of 
c., 15 Dec 44) 

167. Seaforth of c. ob j ec tives l ay on the l ateral 
r oad , l o Stradell o, at the crossroads (3933~9) a mil e north 
of Bagnacavallo , and at Casa Zaboni (394403 ) a building 500 
yards farther north on the same r oad . At nightfall the t wo 
forwar d Seaforth sub - units made an uneventful advance t o 
these objective~ while t o th0ir r ear the r emaining two 
companies t ook over the positions they had just vaca t ed. ThA 
supporting tanks wer e unable to r each the ri ght for ward 
c .)mpany , but an ti- tank guns wer e , h~wever, b r ought up , and 
mines l aid covering the r oad a ppr oAch to the companyts 
posi t i on . (W.D., Seaforth of c., 15 D~ c 44 . and Appx A, 
Report on Ops) . In between Seaforth of c. and Westmr R. 
l eft flank (see para 195)J L. Edmn R. attempting t o r each 
the r oad junction at 403408 experienced some opposition . 
Finally a company attack inc l uding t anks and with li ght 
artillery and mor t ar support was a rranged . Although its 

K Of the l aying of these min0s , the War Diar y of H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde s ta tos : 

nnother outstanding faature of the oper ati on has 
been tho use of British Mk VA Tk mines . This is 
the first time that t he infan try of 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
have l aid the mines during battl e and without s ap­
por hel p . Tho experimon t has been mos t successful . 

{W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 7 Dea 44) 

KK The War Di ary of B. C. D. on this date (1 5 Dec 44) makes the 
following compar is on be tween tha German and t he ~llied 
t anks : 

His arm0ur is defi r!l t e l y superior in cr oss - c ountry 
performance and his t anks a r e able to move about 
almost at will where.:~ s ours , a l though greatl y sup­
arior in numb e~s , are very largel y r oad- bound. 

(W . D., 9 Cdn ~rmd Regt (B . C. D. ) , 15 Dec 44 ) 
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supporting tanks were unable to get forward due to a knocked­
out enemy tank obstructing the road , the Edmontons success­
fully rushed the position, capturing several prisoner s . The 
enemy continued to be very active in the vicinity but by 
midnight the tanks and a Wasp flamethrower had joined the 
Edmontons, and the latter had firmly consolidated the area. 
(W . D. , L. Edmn R. , 15 Dec 44; Consolidation of 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
Bridgehead) . The final move in accordance with the Brigade 
Commander ' s plan took place in the earl y hours of the 16th. 
ht 0500 Hours in a short and very successful action P. P. C. L. I. 
seized and occupied a numb er of buil dings (392395) lying 
about 500 yards due south of the cr oss roads on lo Stradello. 
In this attack the Patricias suffered no casualties against 
the enemy's five killed and 23 prisoner s . (W .D. , P.P . C.L. I • . 
16 Dec 44 and /1ppx 44 , History of "J:.. " Company , 15- 16 Dec 44) 

168 . Throughout the 16th the enemy armour was in 
evidence on the perimeter of the bridgehead but was kept at 
a safe distance by the guns of the medium artillery. The 
divisional connnander had now decided to shif t 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
to the quieter sector aast of the town of Bagnacavallo held 
by 3 Cdn Inf Bde , and to bring the latter formation into the 
Naviglio bridgehead in its pl ace . That night between 1800 
hours and 0140 hours the changeover took pl ace . Of the 
period spent in the Naviglio bridgehead, the r eport of 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde states 11 •• • never before has the shelling been heavier 
or his counter attacks stronger" . {( H-.8. ) 2340~, 013 (DlO): 
2 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t on Oper ations , 1 Dea 44 t o 8 Jan 45 ) 

5 CDN ARMD DIV, THE CROSSING OF THE LkMONE, AND 
THE ADVANCE TO THE FOSSO MUNIO, 10 - 15 DEC 44 

169 . It is necessary at this point to turn our 
attention to 5 Cdn Armd Div , and examine the manner in which 
that divi sion pl anned , prepared , and executed , it~ shar e of 
t he Corps offensive over and beyond the Lamone River . ~s 

will be r emember ed the corps pl an was for simultaneous 
a ssaults by both divisions on singl e-brigade fronts . 5 Cdn 
krmd Div intended to cr oss the river in the vic inity of 
Villanova (4541) and exploit in a north- westerly directi on . 
The divisional p l an issued on 6 Dec directed that 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde , with under command B. C. D. and 16 Bty 4 A. Tk Regt 
R. C. 11. , would carry out the operation. In support would be 
10 Fd Sqn R. C. E . , 14 Fd Sqn R. C. E. , Mortar Coy 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Sp Gp (P . L. Fus) , and the divisional artillery . Timed 
originally to commence at 2030 h ours 6 Dec , the brigade 
assault would take place in silence on a two battalion f r ont , 
c . B. Hi ghrs on the right and Perth R. on the l eft . Crossing 
the river in assault boats the two units would seize a brid~ 
head ext ending, on the right t o the area of Ma oello (460424) , 
on the left t o Borgo di Vill anova (4440), and in depth t o 
the Via Agut a , which l ay parallel to, and 1000 yards beyond, 
the river . In tha s econd phase, according to the divisional 
pl an , 11 Cdn Inf Bde would: 

Phase II - expl oi t towards FUSIGNANO 
3744 via x rd 4341 rd junc 421426 

t owards BAGNACAVaLLO 3838 via rd junc 
440401 - r d junc 412393 

( ( H. 8 . ) 244C5. 015 {D3) : 5 Cdn l\rmd Div 
Operations Log , 6 Dec 44 ) 
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that is along the Via Cocchi towards Fusignano and the Via 
Cogollo towards Bagnacavallo . To di ver t the attention of the 
enemy from the a r ea of the main acti on , two flanking brigades, 
12 Cdn Inf Bde and 5 Cdn Armd Bde , would stage fire demon­
strations at Borghetto d i Tr aversara and Mezzano _r espec tively. 
In addition 5 Cdn .A.rmd Bde woul d relieve Ir R. C. and Perth R., 
and 12 Cdn Inf Bde would place one battalion on one hour's 
notice fr om 0600 hours 7 Dec to come under command 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde . For the river passage each unit would receive 12 as ­
sault boats and one Class 2 r aft . Tha handling of the f ormer 
would be the r esponsibility of the infan try, and of the lat­
t er that of 1 6 Batt ery. 200 yards ups tream from the demol ­
ished bridge a t Villanova , the divisional engineers planned 
to er ect a Class 9 F . B. E., and a Class 40 raft . The estim­
ated time of completion of these was t o be 16 and 24 hours 
r espectivel y af t e r 11 H11 hour. As the initial attack was t o 
be a s ilent one there would be no a r tiller y concentrations 
fired, except for certain harassing tasks a l ong the line of 
the Fosso Vetro . If surpr ise wer e l ost , the c odeword 
"BEDLAM" would be passed , and the artill ery and mortars would 
open up on pre- arr anged t a r gets a l ong the perime ter of the 
proposed bridgehead. In b r igade reserve Ir R. C. and B. C. D. 
would be prepared to pass through e ither P~rth R. or O. B. 
Highrs . ((H.S . ) 244C5. 013(D4) : History of Operations 5 Cdn 
Armd Div, 2 Dec 44 t o 12 Jan 45 , Part II ; W. D., H. Q. 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde , Decemb er 1944 : Appx 5 , 11 Cdn Inf Bde Op Order No . 
10, 6 Dec 44 ) 

170 . Between the Lamone and t he Senio Rivers, t he 
country bas much the same physical characteristics as that 
c over ed previously by 5 Cdn Armd Div in its oper ati ons at 
the beginning of the month (s ee para 81), except that the 
water courses west of the Lamond are dyked and dmbanked and 
woul d be more difficul t t o cross . Within the space of one 
mile four of these , Fosso Vetro, Fosso Vecchio , Canal e 
Navigli o, and the Fosso Munio, r an acr oss the divisional 
front . Due to t he he ight of the embankment s , especially in 
t he c~se of the Canale Naviglio , and the seasonal lack of 
c over , the enemy had a commanding view of the ground on this 
sector . West of the Naviglio cover was more plentiful . 
Although east- west roads t o the Sonio were not pl entiful in 
the 5 Cdn Armd Div zone of oper a tions , lateral communications 
were somewhat better , some four r ou t es running in a n orth­
eas t erly directi on acr oss the f r ont to l ink up with the Via 
Reale (Route 16) . Since th~ enemy would undoub t edly en­
deavour t o demolish the bridges carr ying the forward r outes 
over the severa l water barriers eng inee ring t asks would be 
heavy . ((H.S.) 244C5 .0l~{D4) : Report on Operations 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 7 t o 21 Dec 44) 

171 . Intelligence r eports , at this time, named 114 
Jaager Divis i on as the formation oppos ing 5 Cdn Armd Div, 
with 741 Jaeger Regt holding the soc t or from south of Route 
16 t o Borghetto di Traversa ra . Prior to the att ack the 
intelligence staff at Headquarter s 5 Cdn hrmd Div gave the 
f ollowing as the pr obab l e di sposition of this r egiment : 

South of Highway 16 n o furthe r p;-~ have been taken 
and oan onl y assume that 741 has t aken up posns in 
a like manner to its MONTONE dispositions, tha t is 
with III/?41 t o the NORTH then 1/ 741 and II/741 t o 
the SOUTH . However , 11 Bn has suffer ed heavily in 
loss es and could be taken out for r eorganizing and 
reinforcing. I/ 721 which came quickl y over s evera l 
days a go t o stop- gap NE of RUSSI, has not b een 
identi£ied since crossing the r iver and may well ba 
s oon destined aga in to r e j oi n its own r egt. 

1 
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Cer tainly i f t he weather r emains bad for a few days 
the German will take full advantage of any quiet 
per iod t o r es huff le his formati ons . 114 Reece is 
believed to be s till the r ight - f l anking bn of the 
Di v . 

(( H. S . ) 244C5 . 023 (Dl): 5 Cdn Armd Di v 
Int ell igence Summar y No . 78 , 7 Dec 44 ) 

The three ba t tal ions of 7~1 Jaeger Regt wer e esti ma t ed t o 
have a t o t a l s trength of be t ween 425 and 475 men. ( Ibid ) 5 
Cdn hrmd Di v In trep No . 27 , 7 Dec 44 ; (H . S . )224Cl . 023(Dll) : 
1 Cdn Cor ps Intelligence Summary No , 173 , 7 Dec 44 ) 

172 . Dur ing t he day , 6 Dec , 5 Cdn hrmd Bde r elieved 
Perth R, and I r R.c. al ong Route 16 be t ween Os t er ia and 
Me zzano . On the left el ements of both Lan & Ren Soot R. a nd 
Westmr R, wer e up t o t he Lamone opposite Bor ghetto di 
Tra ver sa r a . In t he morning Br igadi er I .S . Johns ton , Commander 
11 Ccln Inf Bde , h e l d an or der s gr oup at which he br ief ed his 
unit c ommanders and t he r epr esentatives of the suppor ting 
a r ms . However , l a t e t ha t af t e r noon , as not ed earlier i n this 
r epor t (para 133 ) the oper a ti on wa s postponed ; in the event 
f or s ever a l days . I n the interven ing per iod 5 Cdn Armd Di v 
activity a l ong the r i ver was limi t ed to reconnais sance and 
f i gh t i ng pa trol s . Duri ng t he night 5/6 Dec patrol s or C. B. 
Highrs submi t t ed the f ol lowing r eports on t he Bor go di 
Vil lanova and Villanova si t es r es pectively : 

(1) Re ece patrol 1 offr 2 Ors plus cover i ng par t y 
of 6 t o river at 448408 . Hear d ha lf track 
veh i cles moving in to Bor ge Villanova and a l ong 
r oad on opposi t e bank of river . He i ght of 
river bank 55- 40 ft . Wor k parties hear d a l ong 
river bank . Width of river appr ox 50 ft , depth 
over 6 ft . Curr ent slow dr i ft . Reported as 
i nf' obs t a o l e - .I.. . Tk guns c ould n ot b e man­
handled a cr oss . 

(2) Same composition a s above , t o r i ve r a t 453415 . 
Repor t voices fr om oppos ite bank and mov vic­
i nity demolished bridge . Hei ght of river bank 
20 - 25 f t , width 70 ft . J~ Tk guns canno t be 
manhandl ed acr oss a t this point . 

( 5 Cdn Ar md Div, Oper a t ion s Log , 
6 De o 44 ) 

R. C. E. pa t r ol s t o the Lamone the same n igh t r epor t ed the 
wid th of the river a s 40 - 60 f t , with dyke a ppr oaches 15 
f oo t high f ollowed by a shar p dr op t o t he river bed ( ibid) . 
Patr ol s of Perth R., which unit was now in pos i tion on the 
l eft of C. B. Hi ghrs eas t of t he hamle t of Santerno (4540) , 
made s i milar findi ngs . During the night 9/10 Dec C. B. Hi ghrs 
eva cuated a numb er of ci vilia ns , who had b een l i vi ng i n caves 
a l ong the river bank , t o a safer a r 8a . Ea r l y i n the mornin g 
of 10 Dec the Divisional Commander vis ited Headquarter s 11 
Cdn Inf Bde wher e he had a f inal di scussion with Br igadi er 
I . S . J ohns t on on the oper a ti on which wa s now s e t t o take 
pla ce a t 1930 hours t hat night . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t .Q2. 
cit ; W. D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 6- 10 Dec 44 , and 1.ppx 10 : 
11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a t ions Log, 10 Doc) 
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173 . Shor tly before "H" hour on 10 Dec t he guns and 
mortars of 5 Cdn Armd Bde and 12 Cdn Inf Bde b egan hannnering 
the enemy positions on their r espeotive fronts {s ee para 129 
for description of the 5 Cdn rlrmd Bde demonstration) . Mid­
way between the two in the comparatively quiet Villanova 
s ec tor infantr y of C, B. Highrs and Perth R. began moving for­
ward to their r espective crossing plac es . kt the appointed 
time the first boats slipped silently into the water , and the 
oper ation began. hlthough the leading sub - units of both 
battalions compl e t ed the passage of the river without dif­
f iculty , Perth R. r eporting compl e t e surprise , C. B. Highr s 
very quickl y reported that surprise had been lost . At 1952 
hours Headquarters 11 Can Inf Bde r e ceived the s i gnal 
11 BEDLhM 11 f rom t his unit , and , as a r esult , t he full weight of 
the divisiona l ar t illery b egan coming down on the perime t er 
of the br idgehead . Bef ore the enemy in Villan ova had time to 
ge t properly organized , however, C. B. Bighrs were in the 
midst of his defences . By 2140 hours the village and some 43 
prisoners of war were in their hands . During t he next hour 
the Highl ander s pushed through Villanova and along the Via 
Chi esa towards its junction (447423) with the l Atera l Via 
Agut a . '~dvancin g at a steady r a te , clearing small groups of 
the enemy f r om the houses on either side of the road as they 
went , the company made good progr ess , and at 0030 hours 
r eported tha t it W'"'.S on tho ubjvCtiv~. Enorzy S !Ps . ::firing l 
from the Via i.guta wi tb.1rew to the north as C. B. Higbrs 
r eached the r oad . These continued to b e a souree of trouble , 
however, s o the Highl ander s despatched their t ank hunting 
platoon to hold the road junction 500 yards to the north on 
the Via hguta . .kt 0200 hours C. B. Bighrs e l ements on the 
right r eached a point midway between Ma.ce llo and Villanova on 
the road skirting t he was t bank of the Lamone and shor tly 
after the unit ~eported all initial objectives secured . 
During the night Headquarter s 11 Cdn Inr Bde di rected Westmr 
R., now under its command~ to cross the Lamone a t 0600 hours 
and take over the posi tions then occupied by C. B. Highrs . 
By 0900 hour s this r e l ief was complete and t he l a tter unit 
withdrawn for a r es t to Bor go di Villanova . (5 Cdn A.rmd Div 
His tory Par t II; (H, S . ) 145 . 205013(Dl) : Oper ation of C. B. 
Hi gh.rs for per iod 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ations Log, 10-11 Dec ; (ll . S . ) 244C5 , 015(D3) : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Oper ations Log, 11 Deo ; W. D., Westmr R,, 11 Deo 44) 

174 . J;.s already men tioned , in Per th R. s ector the 
i n i tia l assault a chieved almost complete surprise , By 2035 
hours t h e uni t had one company on the r i ver road (448413) 500 
yards north of the village of Bor go di Villanova , whil e a 
second which had passed through t he village was advancing up 
t he Via Coe chi towards the Via ~.guta cr ossroads . In s uc cess­
ion the r emaining two companies of Perth R. then moved into 
the b r idgehead , the first into Borgo di Villanova to mop up 
enemy parties by- passed in the or iginal assaul t , the s econd 
to push across country to cut the Via r.guta (at 443417) mid­
way b e tween t he Via Cocchi and the Via Chiesa . This l att er 
ob jec tive was reached without serious opposition by 0200 
hour s 11 Dec . On the l ef t the l eading company , in the 
vicinity of some hous es on the Via Coochi (a t 440412) , was 
sti l l 400 yards from the crossroads, and under heavy enemy 
fire from the line of the Via Agut a . The Perths continue d 
t o make pr ogr ess , however, until 0335 hour s when they were 
wi thin 100 yards of t h8 crossroads . There despite several 
attempts to ge t for ward , increasing opposition brought the 
a dvance to a halt. ((H. S . )145 . 2Pl0ll(D2) : Oper a tions of t he 
Perth R. for Per iod 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper ati ons Log , 10-11 Dec ; 5 Cdn /irmd Div Oper ations Log , 
11 Dec} 
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175 . In the meantime Br igadier Johnston had commit-
ted ·his third battalion on the left of the bridgehead . At 
2315 hours he placed Ir R. C. on one hour's notice to move , 
and shor tly after issued final instructions to the Irish 
commander, Lt- Col R. C. Clark . Colonel Clark ' s battalion was 
to cross the Lamone at Bergo di Villanova , and thrust south 
along the r iver road towards its junction with the Via 
Oogollo (440401) then , wi t h the Via Cogollo as the unit axis, 
exploit south- west t owards Bagnacavallo . At t he same t ime 
Perth R., with its r ear and l eft flank c over ed by t he move of 
Ir R. C ~ would make a strong effort t o r each the crossing of 
the Via Coochi over t he Canale Naviglio . Tha I r ish began 
cross ing t he Lemone at 0200 hours, and by 0535 hours its 
l eading sub- units on the r iv0r r oad wer e within 200 yar ds 
of t he Via Cogol lo . Thero was some fighti ng at the r oad 
j unction but by 061 5 hours the Irish had cons ol idated thi s 
objec t ive and t aken nine pr isoner s . Wi t hout pausing the 
battal i on continued its advance moving n ow along the Via 
Cogoll o . By 0805 hours aft0r e sharp action , which cost the 
enemy 10 killed and 20 pris oner s , tho Irish reached and 
captured intact tho Via Cogollo bridge over tho Fosso Vetr o 
(428398) . Shortly af t e r a second sub - unit arr i ved at the 
Ve tro 300 yar ds t o tha north of the m~in axis in time t o 
gain possession of' a second undamaged bridge (427402) . .t'-bout 
this time the enemy put in t wo smell counter a ttacks agains t 
Ir R. C. , ono i n the area of the Fosso Ve tro the other a t the 
norther n end of the Via Cogoll o . Both attacks were repulsed 
and a further ten or isoners taken . ~t 0900 hours the 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde unit c1'ossed the Vetro , and at 1335 hours, under a 
hail of small arms and S. P. gun fi r e , r eached the demolished 
bridge over the Foss o Vecchio . l1t this point Ir R. C. halted 
and consolidated its gains in preparation for a f urther 
advance . Since i t cross ed the Lemone that mornin g the unit 
had advanced s ome 3 1 000 yar ds, in the course of which it had 
done consider abl e r i ghting , taken 50 prisoners , and inflicted 
at l east tha t many ca sual ties on the '3nemy . (W. D. , Ir R. C., 
11 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde OpAra ti ons Log , 10- 11 Dec 44; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Oper a tions Log, 11 Dec) 

1?6 . By this time Per th R, had secured the l ast of 
its initia l objectives . During the mornin g an enemy t ank 
and an S . P. kept t he unit under fi r e until they wer e finally 
driven off by a heavy a rtiller y concentrati on . Later tha t 
morning Lt- Col M. W. b.ndrews , connnanding officer Perth R., 
came f or ward and af t e r a rapid appr eciation of the situation 
de c ided to make another at t emp t t o s e ize the crossroads 
using two c ompanies suppor t ed b y artiller y . J1 t 1 200 hours , 
thi s attack supported by mortars and small arms fire went 
i n . By 1425 hours , having met only moderate enemy resis t ­
ance, t he Per ths had consol idated on the objective , and 
taken fi ve of the enemy prisoner . Towar ds evening suppl ies 
came up , and the troops received a hot meal. (W . D., Per t h 
R., 11 Dec 44 ; Oper ations Perth R. , op cit; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 11 Dec) -- ~-

177 . Connnencing that mornin g and continuing into 
the late afternoon th e enemy made a ser ies of strong but 
ineff e cti ve a ttempts t o br eak through Westmr R. and r oll up 
the bridgehead f r om the r ight flank . The f i rst of t hese 
att acks devel oped at 1000 hours when hi s infantry suppor t ed 
b y 1 5- 20 tanks and S . P . guns* came in on the Westminster •a 

~ Accor ding t o intelligence sour ces the enemy unit involved 
was 190 Reece Bn of 90 Pz Gr Div (W . D., G.S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div , December 1 944 : ilppx 27 , Int Summary No . 105) 
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positi ons from t he directi on of Rou t e 16 down the two lateral 
r oads paralleling the Lamone. Although s upporting aircraft 
early appeared over the fighting zone, due t o the c l oseness 
of the aotio~ t heir activities were restricted t o s trafing 
attacks on the h ostile armour . Lt the cessation of the at­
tacks four enemy tanks remained on the field , victims of the 
Westminster's PIJ..Ts. Befor e the end of the day the enemy 
made two f urther a ttempts t o break thr ough the Canadian def­
ences . At 1500 hours f i a ld and medium artillery fire broke 
up the first of thase b ef or e it could ge t under way. Five 
hours l ater the infantry r epulsed the s e cond , and last, 
attack . Unfortunate ly , i n spite of tha i ntensity of the 
artiller y fi r e dir ected a ga ins t him, the enemy mana ged to 
recover the f our t a nks damaged 1n the first en gagements . 
Several Littl e johns wer e availablo i n the bridgehea d by early 
morning ) and at l east two of thes e wer e with the f or war d 
troops of Westmr R. (W. D., Westmr R. (Mot) , 11 Dec 44 ; 11 
Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 11 Dec 44 ; (H . S , ) 244C5 . 023(Dl ) : 
5 Cdn J~rmd Div Int Summary , No . 83 , 12 Dec 44). An ontr y in 
the r egimental h is t ory of 4 A. Tk. Regt, R. C.A., how-
ever , describes these as probably having more effect on the 
moral e than on the tanks of the enemy : 

Daylight found four "Little john" equipments in 
position in the b ridgehead . il.Il enemy c ounter­
att ack directed at the right flank of the bridge ­
head and supported by 11 Tiger" and "Panther" t anks , 
was successfull y r epuls ed, mor e by virtue of the 
pr esence of high velocity weapons i n the a r ea than 
by the effectiveness of the 2 pounders which gun 
was soon to b e abandoned . 

((H . S . )142 . 7A4003(Dl): History of 4 Canadian f.lnti ­
Tan.k Regiment Roya l Cana dian hrtiller y 1940- 1945) 

178 . In accordance with the en gineer plan f or the 
assaul t ove r the Lamone Rive r work began earl y on the night 
10/11 Dec on t he c ons truction of two crossi ngs , 200- 300 yards 
ups tream f r om the demolished br idge at Vill anova . Thes e were 
a Cl ass 9 F . B. E . (at 450415) and a Class 40 Bailey Pontoon 
bridge (at 452415) , Wor k on the Class 9 connnenced a few 
minutes before midnight on 10 Dec, that on the Cl ass 40 about 
0200 hours 11 Dec . Fr om the start hostile fi r e continually 
i nterrup t ed operations . 10 Fd Sqn , constructing t he Cl ass 9 
Br i dge , were unable to bul ldoze on the river dyke until 0400 
hours when they rece ived an armour ed b ulldozer . The exper­
ience of this uni t , as descr i bed in the f ol lowing pa ssage 
from i ts War Diary , was typical of the difficul ti es encount­
er ed by the engineers 1 

Enemy fi r e was spasmodic unt il daylight came when 
t he enemy could then obs ~rve th~ activi ties on t op 
of the dyke and throughout tha untire morning , 
f r equent heavy mdrt:a.ring of the si t e was encounter ed . 
One stonk lasted f or three quarters of an hr . 
il.l though the wor k was hel d up for shor t per iods , 
Lt . Young continually ralli ed bis men back to the 
job and continued wor k . !, t one stage , a sniper 
became qui t e troublesome and was effectively dealt 
wi th by a spr party . By 1400 hours mortar fi r e 
had died off considerably a lthough the area was 
being she lled s pasmod i ca lly but accurately . It was 
only Lt. Young ' s grim de termination that work b e 
completed and his appar ent contempt for danger, 
t ha t he was abl e to hol d his men, who wer e by this 
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time very tired and considerably shaken , on the job . 
In spite of this shelling and occasional UG bursts 
from downstream, the work wa s pr essed on, and fin ­
ally completed at 1845 hours . 

(W. D., 10 Fd 3qn R. C. E. , 11 Dec 44) 

~t 1932 hours the head of a column of wireless vehicles , 
jeeps , and carriers , taking ammunition , rations, and anti­
tank guns , forward, began moving over the Lamone on this 
bridge . Not until 0510 hours 12 Dec , however , when 14 Fd 
Coy R. C. E. compla t ed the Class 40, were tha heavier vehicles 
suoh as the tanks able to make the passage of the river . 
(W. D. , Headquarters R. C. E. , 5 Cdn Arma Di v, De cember 1944; 
Appx 2, Engineer Sitreps 11- 12 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper ations Log, 11 Dec 44) 

179 . By evening of 11 Doc Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd 
Div was r eady to send 12 Cdn Inf Bdo into the bridgehead. 
Orders were a ccordingly issued for the brigade to take over 
that night the right sector from inclusive the line of the 
Via Chi esa to north- east exclusiv~ Route 16 . Rel ieved of 
responsibility for the open r i ght flank of the bridgehead 
11 Cdn Inf Bde would press forward on the axis of the Via 
Coochi and endeavour to seize crossings over the Canale 
Naviglio at Osteria (4242) . hdditionally, once the engineers 
had completed the Class 40 raft , 5 Cdn 1~rrnd Bde would send 
a s quadron of t anks and two dismounted squadrons of 5 Cdn 
l rmd Regt (8 N. B. H.) to cut the Via Reale north or Mezzano . 
The sq~drons of B. C. D. would be assigned one to each or the 
two infantry brigades of 5 Cdn Armd Div and one to under 
command of· 1 Cdn Inf Div . J.t 1940 hours 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
assumed connnand of its new s ector . f.t that time two of 
Brigadier Johnston 's battalions were already holding positicns 
on the perimeter of the bridgehead; Westmr R. , which now 
r everted to under his command , and P. L .D. G., whi ch had earlier 
r elieved C. B. Highrs in Villanova and the right-flanking 
company of Perth R. on the Via •• guta . By 2020 hours Lan & 
Ren Scot R. had crossed the Lam.one and concen trated in Bor go 
di Villanova , (W ,D., G. S ., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div , 11 Dec 44 ; 
(H.S . )" 244C5 , 016 (Dl): 5 Cdn l~rmd Div Intentions , 11 Dec 44 ; 
W .D,, H, Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 11 Dec 44 ; W .D, , H. Q. 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde , December 1944 ; Lppx 3 1 12 Cdn Inf Bda Operations Log, 
11 Dec 44 ; W. D., Lan & Ren Scot R., 11 Dec 44 ; W, D., 4 
P. L. D. G., 11 Dec 44 ; Report on Oper ations 12 Cdn Inf Bde QE. 
cit) 

180, During the n igh t 11/12 Dec Ir R. c . crossed the 
Vecchio , and in conjunction with Hast & P. E. R. {s ee para 1~9 ), 

pushed forward t o the Naviglio . In the course of the morning 
and afternoon Lt- Col Clark ' s companies att empt ed without 
success to drive out the enemy still r emaining east of the 
Navigl io north of the line of the Via Cogollo. (W. D. , Ir 
R. C. , 12 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 12 Deo 44) • 
During the night Perth R. r es umed its advance up the Via 
Cocchi, and shortly bef or e daybreak , r eached the Fosso 
Vecchio . Ther e the Perths halted and c onsolidated . For the 
enemy fr om positions on the high dykes of the Na viglio 
commanded the whole a r ea forward of the Vecchio, and it was 
apparent that any further advance during the hours of day-
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light would b e most costly.* (Oporations of Perth R • ..£E cit ; 
W. D., Pe rth R., 11- 12 Doc 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a tions Log, 
12 Dec 44) 

181 . In 12 Cdn Inf Bde sector a t f i rst l ight on 12 
Doc Westmr R. commenced clea ring the west bank of the Lamone 
in tho di rection of Mozzano. Shortly a ft er dismount e d e l e ­
ments of Ld S. H. crossed tho river into Mczzano and finding 
no signs of tho onomy turned south a long the river road to 
l ink up with the Wo stminstors . The latter , meanwhile , having 
encounte r ed l ittl e opposit ion had made good progr ess and a t 
1200 hour s conta cted Ld S. H. at the edge of tho bui l t - up area 
of the town. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oper­
ations Log, 12 Doc 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bdc Oper at ions Log, 12 Dec 
44) 

182 . While the Westmr R. and Ld S. H. we r e thus 
engaged, 5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 N. B. H. ) and P. L. D. G. had com­
menced op6r ati ons intended to e xtend the right flank of the 
br idgehead to the north and north- east . Early that morning 
8 N.B . H. cr ossed tho Lamone and pass i ng through Villanova 
moved north a l ong tho Via Aguta towa r ds Rout e 16. In the 
l at t er part of the morning the Hussars r oa ched the main high­
way where for a time thoy wore und er heavy a rtillery fir e . 
Patro l s north a long the highway r eported it clear of the 
enemy as far as the Fosso Vet ro . To secure the a r ea 8 N. B. H. 
now established a firm position astride the Via Roa l e a f ew 
hundr ed yards north of tho Via Aguta junction and i n addi tion 
put out a standing patrol near whcr0 Via al Conventello forks 
to tho north- cas t. I n the me antime P , L. D. G., which had com­
mence d to move f orwar d once t he armoured r egiment had passed 
through , had reached tho Fosso Vecchio . The advance of the 
infantry unit took it a l ong thu Viazza Nuova , the roa d run­
ning from tho Vi a Aguta ove r Canal e Navigl io r oughly midway 
b e tween Via Cecch i and Rout e 16 . P.L. D. G. mot wi th n o op­
position , and at midda y a patrol r each ed t ho near bank of tho 
Navigl io· wherc it 0bservod enemy troops digging i n on the 
f a r side . In t he course of tho aft ernoon t he battalion fac ed 
up to the Fosso Vecch io with two c ompanies , one on o ithor 
side of the Viazza Nue va , Thus , l a st light on 12 Dec found 
5 Cdn Armd Div on t h G gene r a l lino of the Fos so Vecchio and 
actively patrolling forward t0 tho Canelo Navi glio a long the 
greater part of tho front wh i ch now 0xtonded from Route 16 a t 
Mezzano to the lin e of tht; Via Cogollo . (12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , 12 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper at i ons Log , 12 Dec 44; W. D., P.L. D. G., 12 Dec 44) 

183 . The gener a l plan now was to assault over the 
Canal e Naviglio during t he night 12/13 Doc on a two divisional 
front . On tho ri ght 12 Cdn Inf Bdo wou ld put in two bat ­
talion attac k over t he Naviglio and firm up on the near bank 
of t he Fosso Mun io . At thu same time 1 Cdn Inf Bde would 
cross th~ r iver and soizo a bridg0hoad on t ho far side about 
2000 yards north- cast of Bagna cavallo . I n t elligence r eports 

Botwoe n t h e Ve tro and V0 cc h i o, north of Via Coc chi 
is a ba r e gre.infiold - no vi nes or tr·eos ••• almost a 
half mile squar e . On tho sout h of the road is the 
usua l patt ern of small fi elds . The Vecchi o is 
crossed by a 70 foot Bail~ y bridg0 . Dykes here are 
8 fo ot h i gh. The ditch is 15 foot deep . From its 
banks the much higher banks of the Naviglio arc 
visible across open f i 0lds on both s ides of ~he Via 
Cecchi . 

(Ita l y - TopoGr aphica l No t es , 
P • 31) 
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on 12 Dec i ndio".t 1;;d t h r.t th o cmony r ec ontly had b olster ed 
tho strengt h of 114 J n 0eor Division by tho a dditi on of t ho 
newly fo r nod M. G. Bn Fie l d M~.rsm 1 Kes selring (soc pc. r e. 1 .50) . 

184 . Tho 12 Cd n I nf Bd o pl~ c t.l lGd f er Lan & Ron 
Scot R ., on t he l oft , e.nd P . L .D. G., on th o ri ght , t o c. t tc ck 
over th e i~uvigli u , u.s i nG c.s t h\jir c.xi s of £'.'lv cnc cl thl,; Via 
Co cohi and Vi azza ITuov r-. r ospcc t i vvl y . '·:est of th 1,; ce..no.l 
each b ~ttulion wou l d ost~ bl ish ~ bridb vh und op posite its 
crossing p l a c e , f P.Oi uG up t o t h 0 Fos:o Munio ; nl ong tbo 
brigt do fron t th v distc.nc0 b et ween t hoso t wo w~tor 0b s t1nclos 
v nrioc! fro n 300 y erds .... n tho r i bht t o 700 y:rrds on t h v l oft . 
Once t hey ~d s ocur vd t ile cov(.;r i.1t; p J si t i on , P . L . :;) .G. w::>uld 
turn s::>uth- wost , ~d c .Jnduct 0p1...r-.t i ons w cl c =-.r ,>ut tm 
cnon.y bet ween tti. c t:uni o ~.nd the Na vi glio one.: link up the two 
bridgchonds . Lan & Run Scot R. would s ecure th o nour bc..nk 
of t ho Munio frori (41 811,31 ) r oughly opposi t o Os t eri c. to in ­
clufil v o th e Vir. Ch i o.I'll bridCP ( in2424 ) , !l dis tune .... o f ::.bout 
900 yo.rds . I n supp:irt of th ..... .Jpc. r~.ti un the di vi sion-.1 :...rti 1-
l o ry v.ould. hav~ :. s o:r i e s ,,;f ccnc .... n-cr::.t i ons :.iv:..i lnbl .., to the 
a tt :ick inB uni ts on C .'.!11 .. 3nQ.ncorinG pr ob l 0ns rr: i s e C. by 
such 211 advance pr onisvd t J b ~ .llfficult ~nd t ho C. R. E . 5 
Cdn .;...rnd Di v i nf or n ... d th.:. Di visi on~.l Conr::cnd er t bn t he "wa s 
vary worriGd n.s t a th o S..1C C \3 S S v f t~ll.. opcr :-.ti on duu t o tho 
f n ot thnt tho si to s w1...r o DF ·t; a.sks of J orr:y ". (YI . D., H. q, ., 
R. C.E • .5 Cdn - ~rnd Div , 12 D00 l!-fr ) . Ho st.:lt od , howeve r , that 
he night h a ve t h a f ir st two ob:::t. ~c lvs pfls oo.ble t 0 t o.nks by 
fi r s t light on 13 Dec , if t hare were no d el ays e.nd no s hel l ­
i ng . During t he c vaninG of 12 Dec Lr- n & RE.n Scot R . nov vd 
up fro n '3or co di Villcnov~ , "Ld o. t 211 .5 h our s ix> t h b ~tito.lions 
cro ssed t he s tart l i no on t ho Fosso Vecchio . (Ibid ; w.n., 
H .1,., R. O · --· 5 Oc.l.n .. ..r~ Div , 12 Doc '~4 ; 12 Cdn ~do Report) 

185 . J.\.s t hcro w:-.s on l y on u us :-,bl o crossing ov e r the 
Fos so v~cchio i n t h eir s ector , P . L.D. G. conpani o s e xpe rienced 
a slight dol~y i n pe.ssi .Il6 th e st~rt l ino . Despite tbi. s , t he 
ini ti '1.l at t c.ck :i chi cv ~d sur pri so , end f ar ... tine ~11 v~n t 
we ll . __ t 222.5 hours th6 for\1-:rd sub - unit s roe chud t he Cena. l e 
N'lvigl i o . Duiint:; th o non h our , c. ccorCing t o repor ts r u c ci ved 
at Battalion fioadq1.r~rtc rs P.L.D.G., bo t h conp'IDi o s cro ssod 
t h o Navi gl i o . FrorJ t hon on , hoNov ..... r , th e sittn ti on d ot or ior­
ate d r apidl y . Stro.gclor s , bc:-:.rint:;; a.l o.rIJ.ist r ep ort s o f t ho 
ac t i on , b vgin t o e.r r i vo n.t t hu s t cr t lin o. .:.t 230.5 hours 
one conpany we.a in position on th e f r.r sido of t ho Navig l i o , 
400 y E::. r d s sout h of th. "" ~ itc ..i f th \.,. Vic.. zz !l. Nuev :.. bri d ga , with 
t he second t o tho ri t;h"t of the. bri.G. [}J 0n th.'3 n cr..r b c.nk . The 
l a st- nent i oneC:. co r.ip ::..ny had ...,.1 so crossed t he C'"'.n=.l , but an 
ono oy co unt cr - c.t tc.ck fur c od it t .i wi t hdr o.w l eaving bohi nd...::r-
ono of~ic or end 35 ~on , with whon i t l ost a ll co ntact . Duo 
t o t he l a ck of oov or ~ma. the woic;ht vf t ho cne:ray fi r e , coning 
down a ll over the ar~a , tho b~ttnlion r es0rvo we s un~bl o t o 
n .,,v -=- nor e thun n. f m·; hundrod J:'.r::s ~hu"ld J f th e s t art line . 
Earl y on 13 Doc , ~t 01-~0 ho urs, B:-.t tc: l i on Hec.dque.rt crs order ­
ed a l l conpanios t o wi thdr'"'.'il t ..1 th\.,. stnrt l ine . Th~re by 
0250 hours Ba tto.lion He:!.G.q~.rtcr s hnC: r c f or n ed one co npany 
o.nd por t i ons of t wo ot he rs , but the rcn1indor wert3 s till o ut 
of touch . Of thes e la tt cr ono 1.a r g ..... p :i.rty , consis ti ng Of nn 
of f i cer and 43 uon , t urnod up o.t 065 .5 hour s . i i. oo npo.ny of 
Wostlil..r R . now c m:.io undor co D!Jand P . L .D. G. and t ook up a 
co vering position on t h e ea s t benk of tti.o Fos so Vecchio . 
Shor t l y afte r P .L.D.G. wit hdrew into ~ conccntrution a r ea 
s ou th of t h ci Fo sso Vc t r o ror r l..st UllC. r ofi t t i ng . In this 
a ction , acco r ding to Hoc.dql.U'.rt~ s 12 Cdn Inf Bde , P .L.D. G. 
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suffered 88 casualties of all types , the greater number of 
whom were missing believed prisoners.* ((H. S . )224Cl . 015(D2) 
1 Cdn Corps Operations Log , 13 Dec; 5 Cdn ~rmd Div Oper­
ations Log , 12- 13 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 
12- 13 Dec 44; W.D. , P. L. D. G., 12- 13 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report) 

186 . In the meant~me the left arm of the 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde attack , although failing to reach its final objectives , 
had , at least, achieved partia l success . During the evening 
of 12 Dec Lan & Ren Scot R. moved through Perth R. and at 
2115 hours crossed the start line . Unit dispositions at 
this time were two companies forward , one in immediate rear 
mopping- up and the fourth in reserv~ ahead of , but in the 
vicinity of , the start line . Although enemy troops on the 
Naviglio kept the flat grourd lying between the Vecchio and 
the canal under heavy small arms and mortar fire , the Lanarks 
made good progress and at 2220 hours the leading companies 
reached the near bank of the Naviglio . Tb.ere, however , des ­
pite sever al attempts made during t he hours of darkness to 
gain a footing on the far bank , the advance came t o a halt . 
The situation at 0500 hour s was that the Lanar ks were facing 
the Naviglio on a 700 yard rront (from 422421 to 424427) in 
positions astride the Via Coccbi between the canal and the 
ditch lying 200- 300 yards to the east . Early in the morning 
enemy resis t ance began to take a mor e positive form and at 
0740 hours counter- attacks came i n on the flanks of the 
Le.narks position . In b oth oases the batta l ion threw off its 
at t ackers, a lthough on the right stiff fighting continued for 
the better part of an hour. Although by 1100 hours the 
bridge over the Vetr o was roady for the passage of t anks, 
that over the Vecchio was n ot opened to t r affic until f our hours 
l a t er. From 0500 hours on , however, B. C. D. engaged targets 
in Osteria from fire positions a l ong the Ve tro . By mid­
aftornoon 13 Dec , Lan & Ren Soot R. had had casualties amount­
i ng to 3~ killed and 20 wounded, while the r ema inder, aft er 
nearly 24 hours in an exposed position , wer e suff ering .from 
lack of food and r es t . iO£ Both flanks were still wide open , 
P.L.D . G. having withdrawn behind the Vecchio , while on the 
l eft r enewed att empts of 11 Cdn Inf Bde to clear t he Navigl io 
west bank me t with little success . By l as t light, however , 
the situati on had considerably i mproved . L t that time a trocp 
of Ld s.a., whi ch unit had earlier relieved B. C.D., and jeeps 
carrying f ood , ammunition , and supplies, reached Lan & Ren 
Scot R. Due t o the shortage of personnel the Lanarks n ow 
formed str ong points using the remnants of three c ompanies 
armmd two houses (423426) lying near the cana l bank 150 
yar ds nor th of the Via Cecchi . The reserve company r emai ned 
well back near the Fosso Vecchio on the l eft of the centre 
line . In these positions , apart from shell and mortar fire , 
the unit spent a quiet night . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 
(H . S . )244C5. 0l3(D4): The Lanark & Renfrew Scottish Regiment 
Report on Operations 26 Nov 44 - 22 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 12- 13 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn nrmd Div Operations Log, 
13 Dec; W. D., H. Q. R. C.E . 5 Cdn L~rmd Div, 13 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
Lan & Ren S·cot R., 13 Dec 44) 

~ War Ser vice Records (D . V •• ) give the se.m.e total, showing 
21 killed or died of wounds , 21 wounded and 46 prisoner s 
((H . S . )133 . 065 (D345) : Casualties - Italian Campaign) 

:KX Lan & Ren Scot R. casual ties during the three days , 12- 14 
Dec wer e :38 killed and 73 wounded {Casual ties - Italian 
Campaign QB. cit) 
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187. On 13 Dec Ir R. C .', strengthened by a company 
of C. B. Highrs , made a fresh effort t o secure the area for ­
ward of the Vecchio between Lan & Ren Scot R. and the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div bridgehead. During the morning the Irish seized 
Generale (415407 ) , a group of buildings l ying midway be tween 
the Vecchio and Naviglio and about l ,500 yards north of the 
1 Cdn Inf Div crossing. T~ese they hel d despite repeated 
enemy attempts to drive them out . On the right C. B. Highrs 
in the faoe of stiff opposi ti on r eached Casa Salvadori 
(417416) , a building on the Navi glio about 1000 yards s outh 
of Lan & Ren Soot R. There, under constant pressure , they 
r emained until last l ight , when they wi ljhdr ew l eaving b ehind 
a standing patrol . Although subsequently surrounded by the 
enemy thjs patrol held out until its reli ef 24 hours l ater 
by its own unit . (W. D., Ir R. C. , 13 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 13 Dec 44 ) 

188. By midnight on 13 Dec the l Cdn Inf Div bridge-
head over the Naviglio , af t er facing near extinction dur ing 
the hard fightin g of that day, was firmly establ ished (para 
161) . Use was now t o be made of this break in the enemy 's 
Naviglio defences t o weaken the grip of his f orces still 
holding the line of the canal opposi t e Lan & Ren Sc ot R. 
The pl an was f or Westmr R. to advance north through 1 Cdn 
Inf Div and r oll back the enemy righ t flank . When this 
advance near ed Lan & Ren Scot R. the l a tter unit would at­
tack over the canal, and linking up with Westmr R. form a 
firm bridgehead. On the same day, 14 Dec , 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 
using Ir R. C. and C. B. Highrs for t he purpose , woul d mop- up 
the enemy r emaining eas t of the Naviglio on the l eft flank 
of 12 Cdn Inf Bde (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W. D., Lan & Ren 
Soot R., 14 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 De c 
44) 

189 . During the morning of 14 Dec Westmr R. moved 
south into the 1 Cdn Inf Div bridgehead . By 1245 hours the 
12 Cdn Inf Bde uni t, advancing north a1.ong the r oad which 
foll ows the west bank of the canal to Route 16 , was nearl y 
1000 yards beyond the bridge . For a time they were without 
their supporting armour, Ld S . H. being s till east of the 
canal, held up by one of its tanks , which, knocked out by a 
direct hi t with a heavy calibre shell, was blocking the r oad . 
Once this obstac l e was cleared , however , the tanks quickly 
j oined the infantry , and the c ombined f or ce c ontinued the 
advance clear ing the enemy fr om houses along the axial r oad 
and taking a number of prisoners in the pr ocess . At 1430 
hours l ight e l ements heading the coltunn ha l ted under fire 
fr om enemy h olding the junction of the Via Pozzarda and the 
Na viglio road (413413 ). Pre ceded by a medium artiller y con­
centration Westminsters attacked and cleared this junction 
by 1700 hours . By 2130 h ours Westmr R. sub-tmita had secured 
the junction of the Via Chiara and Navi glio r oad , and were 
nearing the Via Chiara bridge over the Muni o. In addi tion 
they bad established a covoring position on the Via Pozzar da 
about 400 yards west of the canal . /.lread:') sufficient 
pr ogr es s had been made to p~rmi t 12 Cdn Inf Bde t o l aunch 
its attack , and within a short time Lan & Ren Scot R. began 
crossing the Naviglio . Casualti es suffer ed by Westmr R. in 
t hi s ac tion were ligb ~ while the enemy , apar t ~rom his 
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killed and wounded , lost 106 as prisoners of war . * (W . D., 
Westmr R. , 14 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Da~ 
44) . This was a most successful operation and the unit was 
highly c ommended by both i ts Brigade and Divisional Com­
manders : 

Br ig J . S . H. Lind phoned t o oonnnend the Westminst~~s 
f or the good j ob done on the previous day . Th~ 

advance had relieved the pressure on the L & Rs 
who were on the east bank of the NAVIGLIO. Maj­
Gen B. M. Hoffmeister told the CO that the whole 
army plan had been aided by this success . 

(W . D. , aestmr R. , 15 Dec 44) 

190 . Meanwhile Ir h . C. and C. B. Highrs had finally 
secured the eas t bank of the Naviglio on 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
fr ont . Be tween 1335 h ours and 1640 hours (14 Dec) Ir R. C. 
driv i ng north between the Vecchi o and the Naviglio had 
cleared the sector as far as Casa Liver ani (414411) a h ouse 
on the canal 2000 yards downstream fr om t he 1 Cdn Inf Div 
bridge . Once the Irish had consolidated at Casa Liverani , 
C. B. Hi ghrs , a cc ompanied by tanks , passed through them and 
oontinued the advance . At 1900 hours the Highlanders r eac11Pd 
Casa Salvadori wher e i n one of the houses they discovered a 
corpor a l and nine men of the unit Yrno , a lthough surr ounded 
by the enemy and under heavy fire , had held the place sine~ 
the pr evi ous night (see para 187) . This brought t o an end 
the enemy r esis tance east of the Naviglio in this sector . 
In the course of the day ' s oper ations the 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
units killed a number of the enemy and t ook 35 prisoner s . 
On the f ol l owing day both battalions came out of the line 
f or a f ew days r es t, Ir R. C, going t o Mezzano , Q. B. Highrs 
j oining Perth R. in the Ber go di Vill anova a r ea . (W . D., 
C. B. Highrs , 14-15 Dec 44 ; W. D. Ir R. C. , 14- 15 De c 44; 11 
Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Dec 44 ) 

191. During the morning and early afternoon the 
D. A. F . heavily bombed and strafed enemy positions a l on g 
both banks of the Navigl i o on 5 Cdn Armd Div front . This n ~ 
doub t par tially a cc ounted for the lightness of the opp0s:: _~u 

encounter ad by Westmr R. and the 11 Cdn Inf Bde units . Ir 
R. C. expressed their appreciation of the air support in the 
followin g message to Headquarters 11 Odn Inf Bde : 

Air attack quite successful and very he l pful . Next 
time will be mor e than glad t o pl ay . 

(11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper ati ons Log, 14 Dec l!"' 

K Taken from war diary of Westmr R. The 5 Odn Armd Div 
Intell igence Summaries show that between 1900 hours 13 
Dec and 1800 hours 15 Dec 133 enemy passed through the 
divisiona l PW cage ((H . S . ) 249C5 . (D49 ) : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Int Summaries Nos . 86-7, 15-16 Dec 44) . Since the 
divis i onal figure included those t aken by C. B. Highrs 
and Ir R.C. on the 14th and a t l eas t some of those 
captured on the 15th, the Wes tmr R. figure is pr obably 
too high . 
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192 . J ... s a result of , these operations the situation 
of Lan & Ren Scot R., after an uncomfortable night (13/14 Dec) 
spent wi thin grenade - throwi ng distance of enemy troops dug 
in on the reverse slope of the canal bank , eased somewhat 
during the followir.g day . Harassing fire from the tanks , a 
considerable artiller y programme , combined with the extensive 
a ir eff or t , greatl y restr icted the activity of the enemy i n 
this sec tor . In addition he had now to look ~ \o the south­
west where tpe operations of Westmr R. were gradually un­
cover ing his right flank . The Lanarks took advantage of 
tne1r i mproved position to replenish their supplies , and tha t 
night received a number of reinforcements which brought the 
depl eted companies n earer to full strength. At 2000 h ours 
the Wes t minsters rea ched t he Navigl io end of the Via Chi a r a , 
and a t 2005 hours Headquar t ers 12 Cdn Inf Bde sent out a 
war ning or der to Lan & Ren Scot R. The curr ent plan cal lgd 
for the batt a l ion to cros s th e Navi glio at Osteria and es tab­
lish e b r i dgehead extending forward to the di tch lyi ng mi d­
way bet ween that place and the Fosso Munio . Following this 
P.L.D. G. would pass thr ough them, and expl oit for ward to 
and, if pos s i b l e , cross the Munio . On the heel s of t he 
Lanar ks a s saul ~ the Divisional Engineers woul d move up and 
commence the construction of a crossing ove r the cana l at 
Oster ia . To a ssure the early presence of a r mour in t he 
br idgehead , an additional squadron of Ld S . H. moved into 
har bour i n rear of the Westminsters shortl y after l ast light 
(14 Dao ) , (W , Ds . , H, Q. R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd Div , Lan & Ren Scot 
R,, 2 Cdn ~rmd Regt (Ld S. H. ) , P. L. D. G. , 14 Doc 44; 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Dec 44) 

193 . At 2145 hours on 14 De c Lan & Ren Scot R. began 
its fina l a s sault on the Naviglio line . Within t en min ut es 
of the s tar t of the attack the left forward company reached 
t he lateral road on the far side of the canal . In the c entr e, 
and on the right, -the attacking troops, meeting with stiffer 
r esistance did not reach the opposi te bank until 2220 hour s . 
At this time t he battalion was holding a shallow lodgment 
500 yards in widt~ centred on Osteri~ and extending only 
s lightly for ward of the l ateral road . To thicken up the 
bridgehead , battalion headquarters , at 0245 hours , ordered 
the r eser ve company to move over the canal . Al l the whi l e 
the S .P's ., machine guns and mortars of the enemy pounded 
the Lanar k positions . To the north and north- east , small 
pa rti es of t he enemy r emained i n close contact until shor tly 
before f irst l ight , and in the early hours of the mor ning 
enemy troops attempted to infi ltrate into the oentre of the 
bridgehead but withdrew after an exchange of fire . By 0830 
hours Lanarks had extended their br idgehead to the line of 
the ditch and consolidated . At 1000 hours a Ld S . H. squad­
r on, after a successful dash up the Naviglio f rom Wes tmr R. 
a r ea , linked up with the 12 Cdn Inf Bde unit . In the course 
of this drive the armoured troops flushed several enemy 
posts , ki llin g a n umb er of Germans manning them, and taking 
13 pr isoner s . Shortly after, the Engineers , who ha d been 
unab l e to operate during most of the night due to enemy 
small a r ms and mortar fire ., compl e t ed an assaul t crossing 
over the Navigl io at Osteria . By this time th e second phas e 
of the operation , the expl oitation of the bridgehead by 
PAL.D . G~ t o the line of the Fosso Mun1o had commenced , 
(W.D., Lan & Ren Scot R., 14 ~15 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ati ons Log, 14- 15 Dec 44; (H. S. ) 244C5 , 013 (D4) : 2 Cdn Ar md 
Regt (Ld S. H. ) Account of Operat i ons , 27 Nov 44 - 16 Jan 45) 
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194 . By 0930 hours P. L. D. G. had crossed the 
Naviglio and was advancing through Lan & Ren Scot R. towards 
its object i ves on the Munio . Although enemy fire coming 
'fr om east of the 'Qridgehead r estricted movement on the right 
flank for a time , the battalion reached the ditch on 'the 
perimeter of the bridgehead shortly after 1000 hours . 
Within the next 30 minutes l eading el emen ts on the right 
r eached the near bank of the river. On the l eft, however, 
the P. L. D.G. company had gone t o ground under heavy enamy 
fire when 100 yards from its final ob jec tive . Not until 1445 
h ours did the situation improve sufficiently for this company 
to resume its a dvana.e . By 1520 hours , however , ·p. L. D. G. had 
a firm grip on the east bank of the Munio fr om exoluaive the 
Via Chiara bridge to opposite the southern end of Via San 
Antonio ( 415426 to 41 9435 ) . The unit then had two companies 
f orward and t wo in reserve t o the r i€}1.t and l eft rear . On 
the left the battalion was in contact with the Wes tminsters . 
(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W. D., P. L. D. G. , 15 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Operations Lqg , 15 Dec 44) 

195 , Although the Westmi ns t er s rea ched the Muni o 
bri dge at fir s t light that morning (15 Dec} due t o smal l 
arms fi r e of the enemy on the opposite bank they were unable 
to directly observe the bridge , which l ay bel ow the l evel of 
the river bank. As a r esul t it was not until 1320 hours 
that they wer e able to confirm its destr uction . During the 
day the Westmr R. c ompany on the Via Pozzarda continued to 
pr obe slowly forward and by last l ight was in the vicinity 
of a road and track junction (406414) nearl y 1000 yar ds f r om 
the Naviglio , Earlier in the day , Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf' 
Bde r eceived a r eport from intelligence sources stating that 
the enemy was withdrawing from the Munio and thnt the fields 
be t ween that river and the Seni o were full of r e trea ting 
Germans . At the time General Hoffmeister was visi ting 
Brigadier Lind ' s Headquarters and h e at once or der ed a pur­
suit force , c onsisting of Ld S. H. and two companies of Per th 
R. moun ted on carr iers , to be formed . The continued determ­
ined resistance of the enemy on the Munio line, however. soon 
revealed this report to be without f oundation and the force 
aooordingl y s t ood down . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 15 
Deo 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 2 Cdn Armd Regt Account .Q.E 
ill) 
196 . During the morning (15 Dec) Maj- Gen Hoffme i ster 
order ed G. G. H. G. to push north from asteria a l ong the 
Naviglio t o its junction with the Fosso Muni o. Shortly after 
midday the Horse Guard~ af t er an uneventful move from eas t 
of the Navi g l io. passed through t he bridgehead: 

••• and advanced along the r oad , shooting up enemy 
houses until the advance was halted , t wo miles 
n orth east of the bridgehead , by an 88 S . P., which 
was fir ing from north of the Munio and knocked out 
the Sherman commanded by Cpl Chalmer s . The S . P. 
was engaged and destroyed by the artillery and the 
advance was r esumed along the narrowing pocke t . 
The canal junction was reached with grea t speed, 
but the bridge was blown and further progress was 
therefor e impossible . The whole oper ation was 
very successful , having caught the enemy by sur­
prise , and as our t anks advanced 1 with the ir guns 
blazing, they could observe the ~ermans taking t o 
their heels in all dir ecti ons . They r ounded up 
el even pri soners and killed at l eas t thirty , 

{G. G. H. G. History, Chapter VIII ) 
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Since the squadron was n ow some distance from its base , with 
no room to manoeuvre, the conunanding officer of G. G. H. G., at 
1530 hours, order ed it to withdraw to the junction of the 
Naviglio road and the Viazza Nuova (4344) . Ther e, by last 
light the squadron , supported by a compan y of Lan & Ren Soot 
R. , established a firm defensive pos ition covering the 
divisional right flank against possible enemy counter­
attacks from the north-ea st . The only activi ty on the brig­
ade front during the evening , apa rt f rom sporadic artillery 
and mortar fir e , and occasiona l exchanges of small a rms 
fire, was opposite P. L. D. G. Ther e an a ttempted enemy cowiter­
attack over the Muni o was quickly broken up by defensive 
artiller y and 3 11 mortar fir e . (W. D., 3 Cdn Armd Reoo e Re gt 
(G. G.H . G. ), 15 Dec 44; W. D., P. L. D. G., 15 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper ations Log , 15 De c 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

197. Meanwhile 5 Cdn Armd Bde continued to hold the 
extensive but fortunately qui ot sector b e tween the Viazza 
Nuova and the coast . On the 15th, 9 Brit Armd Bde took over 
that portion of t he brigade front lying oast of Route 16. At 
the same time three units ceas ed to be undur command 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 2721 Sqn R. A.F . Regt and 27 L. going to 9 Brit 
Armd Bd~ and G. G. H. G. , l ess one squadron , to Headquarter s 
5 Cdn Armd Div . On the Lamone (4846) , north of Me zzano a 
unit of 9 Br it Armd Bde r elieved one s qua dron of 8 N. B. H., 
while the squadron of G. G. H. G. still under 5 Cdn ... rmd Bde 
command took over the Hussars positions on Route 16, and the 
latter unit then withdrew to Mezsano . On t he following day 
the G. G.H. G. squadron r everted to under comn1and its par ent 
headquarters, and H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Bde thereupon passed into 
reserve . (W.D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 1 5 - 16 Dec 44) 

THE SWITCH LINE, 12- 18 DEC 44 

198 . Although north of Bagnacavall o the enemy more 
or l ess voluntarily withdrew to the line of the Naviglio,no 
such withdrawal developed t o the s outh of that town. 
Instead he established a switch line extending from the 
eastern suburbs of Bagnacavallo south to the inter - corps 
boundary on the Lam one . During the s ame period 98 Inf Div 
came in to r eplace the weak ened 356 Inf Div from inclusive 
Bagnaoavallo t o the Lamone . Thus a lthough 5 Cdn nrmd Div, 
and the right wing of 1 Cdn Inf Di v, succ essfully e stablished 
bridgeheads over the Canal e Na viglio, the efforts of 3 Cdn 
Inf BdE4 and later 1 Cdn Inf Bde, during tho same period to 
break through the e n emy d o f enc os s outh o~ Bagna cava llo me t 
with little success. ((H . S . )23401.013(D5) : Summar y of Ops 
by Div Hist Offr , 1-15 Dec 44 ; W.D. , G. S . Branch , H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Corps, December 1944 : Appx 63, Intelligence Summary No . 180) 

199. Whil e 1 Cdn Inf Bde carried the mnin a ttack 
over the Naviglio, 3 Cdn Inf Bdo maint ained steady pr essur e 
on the enemy still east of the cana l in front of Bagnacava l lo 
and along the "Swi tch Line " b e tween that town and the Lamone . 
By the morning of the 12th the brigade was di sposed with 
R. 22e R. along the Vecchio f rom t he Via Al ber goni to the 
r oad bridge 300 yar ds south- west of the r ailway, West N.S.R . 
from l e ft of R. 22e R. to road junction on Via Bonoellino 
1200 yards south- west of t he r a ilway; 48 Highrs a long the 
s ome r oad be tween West N. S . R. and the Lamone River . Enemy 
mortar and shell fi r e wa s heavy throughout the day , partio ­
ularly in R, 22e R. s ector, wher e he wa s directing his fi r a 
f r om the tower s of Bagnaca va llo . (W. D., R. C. D. , December 
1944 : Appx Map Sb , W. D., H, Q, 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Dec 44 ; 



-: 92 -

(H. S . ) 234CL013(Dl0 ): 3 Cdn Inf Bde cper ations in Italy, 
2 Dec 44 t o 6 Jan 45 , Part II; West N. S.R . Report on 
Operations in Italy 1944- 1945, Part II) 

200 . During the aft e rnoon of 12 Deo R. 22e R. 
elements effected a crossing of the Vecchio and advanced 
about halfway t owards the next unit ob j ac ti ve , a brickworks 
(399378) on the Via a lbergoni about 800 yards west of the 
stream. There the advance was ha lted for the nigh~ for the 
brickworks was found t o be strongly h eld by the enemy. i .. t 
2300 hours a s econd R. 22e R. c ompany crossed the Vecchio , 
and mee ting with onl y light resistance , reached a position 
at a track junction (402381) 400 yards north of the brick­
works three hours l ater . (W . D. , R. 22e R., 12- 13 Dec 44) 

201 . Meanwhile ~est N. S.R . ha d made an unsuccessful 
attempt t o es tablish itself west of the Vecchio in its area . 
During the night (12/13 Dec) the unit r elieved the left f l ank 
company of R. 22e R. at Casa Peli (398368) opposi t e the 
demolished r oad bridge on the l eft of the r ailway. Only 
l ight opposition, mainly S.A. fir e fr om the far bank, op­
posed them in this positi on . At midnight "West Novas" pre­
pared t o cr oss the Vecchi o but f ound the csnal 20 ft wide 
and too deep t o ford . * J.s they had no bridging material on 
hand wi th which to br idge the gap the West N. S. R. company 
withdrew and moved t o the right to explore the possibil ity 
of crossing near the railway bridge (399370) . Ther e one 
platoon managed to cross on the r ubble of the bridge . De• 
spite heavy enemy fire it pushed south a long the far bank 
towards the enemy- he ld houses opposite Casa Pe l i . k s the 
"West Novas" neared the houses , however , they came under 
fi r e f r om enemy tanks concealed in the area, and only by 
swi mming the oanal wer e they able t o effect their escape . 
(W. D. West N. S. R. , 12 - 13 Dec 44 ; Radda l £2 cit , pp 255- 6; 
(H . S . ~ 234Cl . Ol3(Dl0) : '.iiest N. S.R. Report on Operations in 
Italy, 194~-1945 ) 

202 . l~lthough it continued t o maintain pressure on 
the enemy south- east of Bagnaoavall~ 3 Cdn Inf Bde made no 
furthe r gains until late on 14 Dec . During the night 13/14 
Dec R. 22e R. attempted to captur e the brickworks on the Via 
tlbergonl but met with no success. About t he same time West 
N. S . R. at.tacked, for a second time, the enemy positions on the 
west bank of the Ve cchio opposite Casa Peli . Again , however , 
the pr esence of enemy armour in the a r ea proved de cisive, and 
the Nova Scotians wer e driven back ov er the Veoohio . 
Although by 14 Dec the situation in the Naviglio b ridgehead 
had greatly impr oved, it continued t o be most important for 
3 Cdn Inf Bde t o close up as near as possible t o the cana l on 
the 2 Cdn Inf Bde l eft flank . I~coordingly, during the day , 
3 Cdn Inf Bde l aid plans f or an att ack b~ R. 22e R. t.o a apture 
the br ickworks and exploit t o the oanal . Tanks from 12 
R. T. R. would now be ava ilable to support R. 22e R., for , dur­
ing the pr evious night the engineer s had constructed a 90 ft 
n.s . Bailey over the Vecchio at the Via Alber goni crossing, 
The artillery programme called f or t he medium artiller y to 

M West N. S . R. diarist states : 

This oame as somewhat of a surpris e as n o bridging 
arrangemen t s had b een made due t o the fact that in­
forma tion r ec eived s t ated that i t would not pr ove a 
aerious obstacle . 

(W. D. , Wes t N. S . R., 13 Dec 44 ) 
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block the r oads leading t o the brickworks, while the field 
artillery brought heavy concent r ations down on the objective . 
One hour before the attack the armour crossed t he Vecchio 
under cover of a smoke s creen laid by the artillery and the 
noise of l ow- flying aircraft strafing t he town approaches. 
Just before 11 H11 hour the t anks saturated the objectives with 
Besa and 95 mm fire, and at 1530 h ours the attack went in . 
By 1700 hours R. 22e R. had clea red the brickworks, captured 
30 prisoners and a quantity of arms and equipment, and ex­
ploited s ou th-wes t about halfway to the bend in the r a ilway. 
At the s ame time an R. 22e R. sub - unit a t a track junction to 
the north of the brickworks moved several hundred yards for ­
ward along the track t owards the Navigli o , capturing several 
mor e prisoner s . (W. D. , R. 22e R. , 13-15 Dec 44; W. D. , West 
N.S . R. , 13- 14 Dec 44; 12 R. T. R. l.ocount .££cit; (H eS,) 
234Cl , 013(DlO)i Royal 22e Regiment Report on Operations, 31 
Nov 44 - 10 Jan 45) 

203 . The enemy quickly reacted to the R. 22e R. 
attack, and early in the even~ng began moving t anks and S,P. 
guns down the r oad fr om Bagnacavallo , At 2100 hours, while 
his armour contained R. 22e R. elements t o the south of · the 
brickwor ks with fir e, his infantry ~ade a strong but un­
successful attempt t o drive in the battalion right flanki ng 
company. An h our later the enemy infantry came in a second 
t i me on this sub~unit but again f ailed to dislodge it . For 
sever al hours longer, h owever, ther e was fighting in this 
area, and a company of West N.S . R. was put in r eadiness t o 
move f orward in the event of a br eakthrough , But from mid­
n ight onwards the situation of R. 22e R. improved steadily . 
The Pioneer platoon mined the junction on Via Albergoni west 
of the brickworks, while the tanks moved into position f or 
more effective support of the inf antry . Anti- tank guns and 
M. M. G~a . were a ls o brought forward and by daylight the bat" 
talion was in a position to repulse any further counter­
attacks . that might devel op . (Ibid) 

204 . On 14 Dec General Foster issued orders designed 
to. br ing l Cdn Inf Bde into the line to the south of 
Bagnaoaval lo . 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to take over t he centre and 
left battalion sectors of 3 Cdn Inf Bde but the latter forma­
tion would retain control of the area east of ·Bagnacavallo 
between t he railway and the Naviglio b r idgehead , R. C. R. was 
to relieve West N. S.R . upon which the last-named unit would 
take up new positions in the area, previously held by R.C . R.J 
on the right of R. 22e R. 48 Highrs was to r evert to under 
command its parent brigade but oontinue in its present 
positions. Carlt & York R,, then resting a t Traversara (4338 ), 
would return to under command 3 Cdn Inf Bde , Thus disposed 
the division would be in a position should the opportunity 
occur to exploit ei ther right or left of Bagnacavallo. Re­
grouping took pl a ce that night (14/15 Dec). At 1200 hours 
the following day R.C.D. came under command 1 Cdn Inf Bde, and 
on the 16th handed over one of its two r emaining squadror­
sectors on the eas t bank of the Lamone to a squadron of 145 
Regt R. A.C. (W.D. , 1 Cdn Armd c. Regt , 15 Dec 44 ; Summa ry of 
Ops by l Cdn Inf Div His t Offr, 1 to 15 Dec 44 1 P• 4 ; (H , S . ) 
234Cl , 013(Dl0); 1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Ops; 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report Part III) 

205 . There was little activity on either R. 22e R. 
or West N.S . R. front on 15 Dec. Proof of this is provided 
by an incident which occurr ed in the R. 22e R. area around 

·midday, when one of the uni t l orries drove through the F . D. Ls. 
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on the Via Al ber goni and into the enemy ' s l ines, whe re the 
driver was at once taken prisoner . Fortunatel y the vehicle 
was destroyed by our anti - tank guns before the enemy had 
time to seize it . Both battalions patrol led forward dur ing 
the day and found the enemy alert and hol ding their posi t ions 
i n strengt h . (W . D. , B. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 15 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
R. 22e R. , 15 Dec 44 ; W. D. , West N. S. R., 15 Dec 44) 

206. The intentions of 3 Cdn Inf Bde for the night 
15/16 Deo were for R. 22e R. to establish a platoon pos t 
near t he bend in the r ailway (which was the i nter- bde bound­
ar y be tween 1 and 3 Bdes) and send a standing pa trol t o the 
r oad juncti on (395380) wes t of the br i ckwor ks . x At the same 
time West N. S . R. Ylas to place a p l atoon (at 394385) on the 
Navi glio opposite P. P. C.L.I., and sand i ts l ef t f l anking 
company a s f ar for war d a s possible . In the event , however, 
the str en gt h of the enemy on its front prevent ed Wes t N. S . R. 
fr om making any gains at al~ whil e the effor t s of R. 22e R. 
came t o a simi l a r bu t mor e costly end . For the enemy allowed 
R. 22e R. pla toon to r each its objective on the r ailway and 
then opened on it with s.1i . and S , P. fir e at close r ange .from 
the embankment , Sever e oasualties were infli o ted on the 
pla t oon whi ch was f orced t o r etir e . Dayl ight , t her efor e , 
foWld the pos iti ons of bot h battalions unohanged. (Ibid) 

207 . Meanwhil e l Cdn Inf Bde , whi ch had t aken over 
the "Switch Line" f r om the railway to the Lamone , continued 
to probe the enemy positions in preparation for a pr oposed 
advance t o the Naviglio on that flank of the Division . Should 
1 Cdn Inf' Bde s ucceed in r eaching the N~viglio , the Divi si on­
al Commander , in addition to the advanta ge of being clos er t o 
the Senio , woul d a ls o have the choice of at t a cki n g s imultan­
eously on b oth f l anks or of making a single thrust on either 
flank. Moreover an advance by 1 Cdn In1' Bde t o the Navigl io 
might .for ce the enemy to evacuate Bagnacava l lo, wher e the 
b uildings woul d provide obser vation posts for our artiller y, 
jus t a s t hey were at pr esent providing those facili t i es for 
the en emy . 

208 , Activi t y on 1 Cdn Inf Bde f ron t on 15 Dea wa s 
limited t o pa trol s and artillery fir e on enemy pos i t i ons . 
Bot h R. C. R. and 48 Highr s wer e ordered to begin vigor ous 
patrolling during the night 15/16 Dec and to take advant age 
of any weakness in the enemy defences by moving forwar d where 
possible . Ver y limited gains were made , however, a s the 
enemy appar en t l y wer e determined to hol d the so call ed 
11Swi toh Line " . On the 1 6th 1 Cdn Inf Div main ef fort shif ted 
t o l Cdn Inf Bde f r on t , as that Brigade opened a full scal e 
"nibbling" a ttack with t he ob jec t of adva ncing t oward the 
Ve oohio as ca r ef ull y as possible so as not to al ar m the 
enemy who had n ot as ye t destroyed the Vecchio br idges (a t 
386358 and 383347) to the west of Via Boncellino . (W. D. , 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 15 , 16 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Inf Div Report on 
Operations 28 Nov 44 to 6 Jan 45 , p . 5)(See Map 3) 

-
M During the same night (15/16 Dec) H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde 

passed t wo partisans thr ough the enemy l ines t o gather 
inf orma t i on . They re t urned through 1 Cdn Inf Bde the 
f ollowing night and repor t ed that (a) ther e wer e 300 enemy 
troops i n Bagnacavallo (b) these had li t tle or no trans ­
por t (c) al l road junctions were mined (d) a number of 
l i ght guns wer e continuall y moving near the t own ( e) t he 
bulk of the enemy ar tillery bad already wi t hdrawn behi nd 
the R. Seni o. (W.D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 16- 17 Dec 44 ) 



95 

209 . The 1 Cdn Inf Bde obje-0tive was the line of 
the Naviglio south of Bagnacavallo, and Brigadier Smith at 
this time had a s trong forc e with which t o begin the attack. 
J. lthough R. C. R. and Has t & P . E . R. had suffer ed heavy l osses 
in the fighting at the Lamone and Navigl io, the l atter regi­
ment had r eceived a goodl y ntnnber of r einforcements while 
at its r est area in Traversara~ (W. D., Hast & P. E. R., 15-
16 Dec 44 ) . The third unit of ' ·he brigade , 48 Righrs , al­
though 1t had been in close contact with the enemy from 
the night of the 10 th on, had had little hard fighting. 
Wi th a substantial number of tank~ , 12 R. T. R. (less one 
squadron with 3 Cdn Inf Bde) and two squadrons of R.C. D., 
to support his attaok 1 Brigadier Smith had good reason to 
be hopeful of success . As part of a Corps plan, the 
Divisional Commander intended, if the 1 Cdn Inf Bde attack 
was successful, t o pass 2 Cdn Inf Bde through the former 
brigade and push on t owardc the Senio, linking up with 5 Cdn 
hrmd Div west of Bagnacavallo . In pr eparation f or this 
eventuality , he ordered 3 Cdn Inr Bde t o take over the 
bridgehead north of Bagnacavall o on the night 16-17 Dec . 
(W. D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde ( 15, 16 Dec 44 ; W. D., 1 Cdn Armd 
c. Re gt (R . C . D ), 15 Deo 44) . J .. t this time the attack by 
5 (Bri t ) Corps on the Faenza front was threa tening the Senio 
cr ossing on Route 9 , 43 Indian Lorried Infantry Brigade 
had oleared Faenza and, south of Rout e 9 , both 10 Ind Div 
and 2 N,Z. Div were up to the Senio. From the outskirts of 
Faenza north t o the inter - corps boundar y the enemy still 
held the line of the Lamone . British and Canadian pressure 
on both flanks of the enemy salient would , it was hoped , 
bring about its abandonment . (Eighth Army , e tc . pp 91-2). 

210 . On the morning of 16 Dec R. C. R. and 48 Highrs 
commenced their attacks . J~lthough R. C. R. at this time had 
its right f orward c oy just short of the Ve cchio at Casa Peli , 
where it had reli eved West N. S. R. , the Bde F . D. L's fr om this 
point extended s outh at an increasing angle with this water 
obstacle to where they reached the Lamone in 48 Highrs 
sector at Bonoellino . Ther efore , as a preliminary , the 
greater part of the brigade fr ont would have to advance 
appr oximately 1500 yards t o r each the Vecchio. (W.D. , 
R.C. R., 14- 16 Deo 44 ; W. D. , 48 Hi ghrs , 12- 16 Dee 44) . No 
set piece attack for either battali on was arranged . They 
were or dered t o a dvance toward the Vecchi o bridges fr om 
which positions , if they wer e s ucoessfull.. a full s,eale 
assault would be made t o the Naviglio. uuring the day the 
artill ery kept both bridges under bombardment in the hope of 
preventing their destru~ ti on by the enemy . Prepara tions 
were made by R. C. E . , however, to bridge the Vecchio if it 
should prove necessary. As the aotion progr essed , the 
determined stand of the enemy pr oved how groundless were 
the hopes en t ertained of encountering only lightly- bald 
defenc es or of inducing the Ger mans to withdraw. For the 
latter, as the ;)a trols had indicated , h e ld stron g positions 
covering the vital points all across the front . Moreover 
they were well supported by tanks and S. P. guns , as well 
as by accurate artillery and moitar fir e . Added to this 
the enemy had blown tank traps on both the r oads l eading 
forward to the bridges , (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Dee 
4~ ; 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade Reports on Ops December 
1944 : pp 15 and 16) 
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211. At first light on 16 Dec R. C. R. opened i ts 
attack with an assault aup~orted by an S . P. gun against an 
enemy position {at 395362 ), on a track leading t o the 
Vecchi o ab out •100 yards south of Casa Peli , which it cleared, 
taking eight prisoners. There the battali on was within 200 
yar ds of the Vecchio at a poin t 1000 yar ds downstr eam f .r om 
the nearer of the two bridges . This marked the limit of 
R. C. R. advance f or the day , however , all further attempts to 
get f orward proving fruitless . On R. C. R. lef~ 48 Hi ghrs 
launched its attack on a two- company front with one company 
on each of the two r oads l eading directly t o the Ve cchio 
brid ges , fr om the junction on Via Bonc ellin~ and from near 
the hamle t of Boncellino r espectively . On these r out e s a 
surprise advance might well have pl a ced the bridges in the 
hands of t he Canadians b efor e the German had an opportunity 
t o effect their des truction . The l atter r eacted ver y 
quickly , however , and counter - a tta cked the ri ght-hand company 
{at 397357) with infantr y s upported by two t anks only a f ew 
hundred yards from its star ting pla co . Fortuna t el y for the 
Highlander s a Churchill arr i ved and kept the onemy armour a t 
a distance , l ater putting one out of action . Enemy S . P's 
a lso appeared in the area , and batt er ed the house occupied 
by the Canadian Company Commande~ while heavy ar tillery and 
mortar fire prevented our infantry fr om c ontinuing the ad­
vanc e . Meanwhile the l eft sub- unit, a fte r grea t difficulty 
in getting its supporting a r mour a r ound a era t er in the r oad, 
had suffered a like r epulse shortly after it connnenc ed ad­
vancing on the southern unit axis , and as a result had with­
drawn s lightly t o r eor ganize . At 1600 h ours this company 
aga in moved f orward supported by two tanks against s tiff 
r es istance . At 1800 h ours the t anks , acc ompanied b y onl y six 
infantrymen , rea ched s ome buildin~ ab ou t 800 yards from 
Boncellino (at 394345 ) . This concluded the day ' s acti on, of 
which the chief gain was 42 enemy captured , incl uding three 
officers. (W . D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Dec 44 ; W.D . , R. C. R., 
16 Dec 44 ; W. D. , 48 Highrs , 16 Dec 44 ) 

212 . That ni ght (16/ 17 Dec) 48 Highrs , preceded by 
patr ols to fe el out the enemy, resumed its advance . Both the 
l eading c ompanies made substantial gains befor e contacting 
the enemy; the r ight movin g t o within 400 yards, and the 
l eft t o wi t hin 1000 yards , of the Vecchio . On the righ t, by 
fir st light, the Highlanders were with in a few hundred yards 
of the Vecchi o , and the Br igade Commander or der ed them t o 
make a strong a ttemp t t o cross and form a bridgehead . 
Strengthened by the Scouts and Sniper s platoon , and with two 
tanks and two S.P• s in support , the right- hand Company a t­
tacked a t 1600 hours . But in half an hour , durin~ which time 
1 t r eached the Vecchio and attempted t o pass the Scouts" 
over , it had given up the att emp t . The whol e company ar ea 
was under almost continuous shell and mortar fire , and the 
road l eading t o the canal so heavily mined that i t was 
impossib l e f or the t anks and S . P• s to ge t f or war d , On sev­
er a l occasions during the afternoon and early evening the 
enemy counter - attacked on 48 Highrs left flank, but the l at­
t er supported b y fir e fr om the supporting artillery and 
M.M. Gls h el d its ground , Meanwhile Hast & P.E . R. had moved 
into position in r ear of 48 Highr~ right flank in r eadine ss 
t o launch a n att ack through the l a tter unit should it suc­
ceed in crossing the Ve cchio . (W , D., 48 Highrs , 16- 17 Dec 
44 { W,D., R. C. R., 16- 17 Dec 44 ; W.D . , Hast & P. E. R., 17 Dec 
44) 
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213 . Meanwhile, on the night 16/17 Dec. 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
and 3 Cdn Inf Bde had exchanged sectors . Since fi ve of the 
s i x ba tta lions concerned were in c l ose contact wi th the 
enemy, great care bad t o be taken so as not to revea l tha t 
the division was regrouping. The reliefs commenced at 1900 
hour~ when Carlt & York R. moved into the P. P. C. L. I . posi ­
tions . The latter battalion then r elieved R. 22e R., which i n 
turn rel ieved L. Edmn R. , the latter moving into r eserve 
(area 4338) . At the same time West N. S . R. and Seaforth of c. 
exchanged areas, and shor t l y af t er midnight the two b r igades 
a s s umed command of t heir n ew sec tor s . Ther e was no change , 
however , i n th~ di s positions of the suppor t weapons . The 
move was designed to make 2 Cdn Inf Bde , which would n ow 
ha ve one bat t a l ion in r est and two less active l y engaged , 
avail abl e to pass through 1 Cdn Inf Bda, i f expedi en~ or to 
t ake par t in any fresh thrust on the right f'lank 01' the 
Division . (3 Canadian Infantry Brigada Operations in Ital y , 
2 Deo 44 - 6 Jan 45 , Part II~ pp 5 and 6 ; W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , LG and 17 Dec 44) 

214. La te in the af ternoon of the 17th, when it wa s 
r eal i zed tha t 48 Ri ghr s could n ot; establish its bridgeh ead 
unas s isted, the G. o . c ., 1 Cdn Inf Di v ordered 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
to pr epa r e a set piece a ttack, using R, C. R. and Has t & P. E. R. 
A heavy arti l ler y plan was prepared , and 11 H11 hour se t for 
0400 hours 18 Dec . On the right,R . C. R. was to as~ault over 
the Vecchio on its front , and conti nue , if the ini t i a l at­
tack me t with success , to the llaviglio . Hast & P. E . R . was 
t o pass t hrough 48 Highr s right for ward sub- unit , cr os s the 
Vecchio , secure the crossroads (~84359) 200 yar ds beyond the 
bridge , and, using its t wo r eserve c ompanies , exploi t to the 
Navi glio . Tank s uppor t . for the att ack was t o be provided b y 
12 R. T. R. R. C. D. would con t inue t o oper ate i n a ~ overing 

r ol e on the brigade left flank . During the nigh t 17/ 1 8 De c 
t he enemy was very active b oth in the area of the br idge 
oppos ite 48 High.rs and a l ong R . C . ~ . front . Later in the 
n i ght R. C. R. patrols to the V~cchio located a knoe deep 
f ording pl ac e . (1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Operations ; W. D., 
H, Q, l Cdn Inf Bde , 17 Dec 44) 

215 . The attack went in as planned at 0400 h ours 1 8 
Dec and for a . time appear ed t o be succeedin g we l l ri particu l ­
arl y in the R. C. R. area , The r i ght assaul t coy ( 1.A. 11 ) of 
R. C. R. crossed on the r ubbl e of the bridge oppos i te Casa 
Peli and quickl y r ounded up over 30 prisoners incl uding part 
of a ba ttalion headquartersx (l Bn 289 GR ) . On the left, 
however , R. C. R. ran into enemy D. F . at i t s cr ossing p oin t 
a nd became disorganized , Al though the unit succeeded in 
pass ing a second company i nto i ts br idgehea d at Casa Peli 
durin g the night 1i t was tmable to get anti - t ank guns f or ward 
to them. At daybreak t he enemy counter-att acked with t anks , 
and by 0900 hours a l l R. C. R. companies wer e back in the ir 
or igina l positi ons eas t of the Vec chio with only th eir 
pris oners and a s c or e of one enemy t r acked vehic l e destroyed 
t o show a s gain . ( J,D., R. C.R., 18 Dec 44 ; W, D. , G, S., H. Q, 
1 Cdn Cor ps , December 1 944 : Appx 8a t 1 Cdn Corps Int Summary 
No . 184) 

K The r eason for a bn HQ remaining in such an exposed 
position is revealed by a Regimental Order "Di e For The 
F~her 11 dated 14 D..ic 44 (Vc . D. , G. S . , H. Q, 1 Cdn Corps , 
Decemb er 1944 : Appx 82 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Summary No . 184 ) . 
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216. Meanwhile on the left flank of the Bde , Hast 
& P. E. R. and 48 Highrs had met with a like repulse . Here 
again intense enemy D. F . on the forming up place disorganized 
one company of Hast & P. E. H., and it reached its crossing 
place with only 18 men , The remaining assault company also 
got into difficulties (the Coy Comd described it as low . 
moral e) , and failed to get forward . In the intervening 
period e l ements of 48 High.rs reached the north bridge and a t 
0715 hours reported it in their hands and intact . Brigade 
Headquarters a t once ordered Hast & P. E. R. and the tanks to 
go to the assistance of tbe Highlanders with all possible 
speed . Unfortunately the two leading tanks got into dif­
ficulti es on the narrow rain•soaked road and compl etel y 
blocked the way forward . Elements of both infantry units 
succeeded in crossing the bridge bu~in the face of a strong 
enemy infantry and tank counter - attack , withdrew shortly to 
the ne~r side of the stream, There , as the enemy tanks made 
no attempt to cross the bridge in pursui t , they v.ere able to 
consolidate . By 0900 hours the situation was stabilized with 
both sides Jontinuing the fight from opposite sides of the 
canal . Shortly af t er the enemy demolished the bridge and no 
further at t empt was made to continue the advance . (W . D,, 
Hast & P. E . R. , 19 Dec 44; W. D. , 48 Highrs , 18 Dec 44) 

21? . Thus early on the 18th the ful l scale attack by 
1 Cdn Inf Bde had come to an end with the Vecchio and 
Naviglio still firmly held by the enemy. In less than six 
hours the latter had demonstrated in a convincing manne r his 
determination to hold on this flank . That morning General 
Foulkes in conference with his divisional connnanders laid 
plans for a co- ordinated thrust by 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn 
~rmd Div at the junction of the inter- divisional boundary . 
There on the 19th both divisions applied their weigh t in a 
hard hitt ing attack which eventually carried them through the 
stubbornly- held enemy defences to the Senio. (W . D., G.s., 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 19 Dec 44; W-D., H. Q, 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 18 
Ds c 44) 

OPERATIONS OF 5 CORPS , 14 - 17 DEC 44 

218 . As the advance of the Canadian Corps came t o a 
haJ t on the general line of the Canale Naviglio , the British 
5 Corps and Polish 2 Corps connnenced a fresh attack south of 
Route 9.. On 5 Corps front the main task, assigned to 2 N. Z. 
Div and 10 Ind Div , was to cl-3ar tho Pergola - Pideura ridge 
and the s l opes between that ridge and Route 9 . Although 
Faenza was expected to fall easily once the chief objectives 
were gained , a special task force was formed out of 43 In~ 
Lorried Inf Bdd to clear the town . As final objectives 5 
Corps intended to gain bridgeheads over the Senio . On the 
British Corps ' l eft flank the Poles were to cross the River 
Sintria and c l ose up to the Senio. Supported by the fire of 
more than 400 guns , the New Zealanders and Indians launched 
their attack on the night 14/15 Dec . In the early stages 
of the advance , 10 In~ Div , on the left flank , encounter ed 
minefiel ds covering Pergola and daylight on 15 Dec found 
it pinned to the ground by heavy defensive fire . The New 
Zealand di vis ion was then in the area of Celle (2724) where 
for some time it was involved in bitter close- quarters 
fighting . All the while the enemy heavily and repeatedly 
counter- attacked the flanks of the advanc e , The struggl e 
went on throughout the day, and by the end of it the 90 Pz 
Gr Div , now alone since the withdrawal of 305 Div following 
the disastr ous affair of 9 Dec , had lost 200 killed and 300 



- 99 -

pris oners t o the New Zea l ander s . On t he enemy ri ght 715 
Di vision had suffe r ed s i mila rly heavy l osses in opposing 
the Polish Cor ps . ~ t thi s point 2 N. Z. Di v was in f i r m 
posses sion of Celle and t he surrounding a r ea, while 10 Ind 
Di~ although i t had f a iled t o captur e Pergol a, ha d pushed 
forwar d, on the l eft, north- wes t of Pideura and s e ized the 
n ext ridge beyond . Thus the en emy , b y- pas sed and s eriously 
weakened by his l os ses, could no l onger hope to def end his 
position and a cc ordingl y withdr ew tha t night (15/16 De c) . 
(Eighth Army e tc , pp 91-2 ) 

219 . On t he foll owing day, 16 Dec, the Indian 
Division s ecured Per gol a, and t he New Zea l ander s clos ed up to 
the line of the Seni o . Thr oughout t he day t he Poles on the 
l eft continued to experienc e ha r d fi ghting wes t of the Sin­
tri~ as they drew l eve l wi t h 5 Cor ps . North of Route 9 , 
t he enemy still r ema ined firm on the Lemone , with a switch­
line running pas t the north-easte r n outski rts of Faenza 
a l ong the Scol o Cerch i a cana l and thence a long the Rimi ni­
Bologna r a i lway "t o t he point wher e it crosses the Seni o . 43 
Ind Lorri Gd Inf Bde had enter ed and clea r ed Faenza on 16 Dec , 
but when on the 17th it a ttemp ted t o s e ize a cross i n g over 
the Scolo Cerchia i t me t with a s tron g enemy counte r -atta ck 
t ha t t hrew it ba ck t o the s outh bank . To the s outh on th e 
17th 10 Ind Div managed t o es t ablish two small bridgeh ea ds 
over the Senio on e ithe r side of Teb nn o (2324 ) . No attemp t 
wa s made to exploit thes e , h owever , for 5 Corps was ob l i ged , 
for administra tive r eas ons , to ha lt its off ens ive a t this 
point . (Ibid , p . 92) 

AR MY GROUP AND iirtMY I NTENTIONS 

220 , Onc e aga in , Eighth Army was t empora rily ha lted 
befor e an ot her of t he n umer ous wa t er obs t acl es of the 
Romagna .. Although 13 Cor ps on th e r ight flank of Fi f t h 11.rmy, 
whos e oper ati on s wer e intended t o fac ilitate the cross i n g of 
this obsta cle , the Seni o , was s t alema t ed i n fr ont of the Vena 
del Gess o fea ture , the pr ospects of l a unch i ng a s ucces sful 
combined drive b y bo t h a r mi es s eemed promi s ing .* For fina l­
ly the long continued pr es s ur e on the enemy ' s Adr ia tic flank 
wa s b eginni n g t o show r esults . As pr eviously not ed (pa r a 
131) on the 9th h e brought 90 Pz Gr Di v fr om r eserve and 
thr ew it into the ba ttl e agains t 5 Corps with grea t ha ste . 
Aga in , shortly aft er the s ucc e s sful Canadi an a t t a ck over the 
Lamone , the enemy had had t o t ak e 98 Inf Div fr om the Fifth 
Ar my fr ont, and rush i t a cros s t o bol s t er the crumblin g 356 
Inf Di v . By t he 1 9 th 29 Pz Gr Di v had a rrived on tho Ei ghth 

11 While 5 Cor p s was advancing t owar ds the Senio / 13 Cor ps had 
under t aken a l imited oper~ti on a s tride t he Santerno 
directed t owar d Rout e 9 a t Imol a . Ini tia lly the Gor ps had 
s ome succes s , but by 15 De c had come t o a halt after a t -

.. ·t acks on the vi llage of Tos signano (0823 ) and against ?i'Tonte 
Maggi or e (0525 ) had f ail ed . ·Eas t of Toss i gnan o the Cor ps 
was up a ga ins t t he Vena de l Gesso , a l a r ge and stee p 
e sca rpment . This position the Cor ps Commander f elt could 
on l y b e overc ome b y t ho Pol ish Cor ps a tta cking on h is 
r i ght, and turning the enemy def enc es . This suggestion 
was n ot a ccep t able t o Ei ghth ii.r my , h owever , a s it r equired 
t he Polish a tta ck to precede t hat of 13 Cor ps wher eas t he 
~rmy p l an ca lled f or simultaneous att a cks by the two cor ps . 
In the event these oper ations di d n ot t ake p l ace until the 
fol l owing spring. (Eigh th Ar my e tc, P • 92 ) . (See Map 
Florenc e - Rimini - Bologna Sector ) 
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Ar my front where it replaced 26 Pz Div on Route 9 . Thus the 
battl es of the first 18 days of December had compe l l ed the 
enemy t o rel i eve two of the divisions opposing Eighth hrmy 
and bring in one additional di vision all at the expense of 
the f ront south of Bologna . (.!2J..£., pp 92- 3) -

221 . In the meantime an important change had oc-
curr ed at Headquarters 15 hrmy Group . On 12 Dec Fie l d 
Marsh~l Alexander repl a ced Field Marshal Sir Henr y Ma i t l and 
Wi l son as Supreme l llied Commander , Cen t r al Mediter ranean. 
Lt- Gen Mar k Clark, formerly commanding Fifth Army , r eplaced 
Fie l d Marshal hlexander as Commander h llied ilr mies in Ital y . 

Headquarters J ... llied J.rmies i n Italy , now became a 
strictly operational headquarters once more, t he 
British administrative staff which had joined hrmy 
Group Headquarters earl y in 1944 shortly after its 
move t o Caserta being r emoved to rejoin &llied 
Force Headquarters at Caserta . Beyond t his change , 
Rn alteration in the designation of the Headquar t ­
ers to "Headquarters 15 Army Group" , and the fact 
that the Army Group staff was now reorganized on 
t he hmerican model with a Br i t ish element .•• the 
change in command involved no fundamenta l change 
either in the organization of the Army Group as a 
whole or in strategy. 

( Ib id , p • 93 ) 

222 . During a confer ence with h i s l~rmy Cormnander s 
on 19 Dec, General Cla rk made plain his intenti on to proceed 
on the general lines of the existing pl an : 

The time is rapidly approaching when I shal l give 
the signal for a c ornbined all - out attack of Fif th 
and Eighth Armies . Tha primary mission of the a t ­
tack is to bring to battle and destroy German 
forces in Ita ly and thereby prevent the withdra wa l 
of ma j or enemy. el ements t o other thea t res·. I t i s 
evident that the mission can be ac complished only 
by an all- out offens i ve by b o th armies . The 
specific military obj ~cti ve of our coming battl e is 
the city of Bologna . 

The factors which f~x the date on which my decision 
to launch the attack is made are three : f a vourabl e 
weather , the disposition of the enemy forces , and 
the locati on of the main f orces of Eighth krmy . 
Eigh·i:;h i1rmy •. • has drawn to it from the Fifth I~rmy 
f r ont and from r eserve positions in the Bologna 
area sufficient enemy f orces to permit Fifth ~rmy 
reas onab l e chances of success in its attack . 

It is my desire that Eighth hrmy clear up the area 
between the Lamone river and Senio river and be 
prepared to l a unch its attack across the Seni o 
rive r at the time Fifth 1.rmy launches its attack . 

(Ibid : Appx 11 1 11 - 2 ) 

Accor dingl y the Army Group Commander directed General 
McCr ear y to : 
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proceed with current oper a ti ons with the object of 
l aunching an a ttack t o force a crossing of the 
Senio river in c onjunction with Fifth Army ' s at­
tack. 

Lt- Gen Lucian K. Truscott Jr., now c ommanding Fifth brmy, 
would b e prepared to launch his att ack on 48 h ours n otice 
after 22 Dec but immediately , using 13 Corps , would make 
subs idiary thrusts down the Santerno and Sil~aro valleys, 
that is on e ithe r side of the Vena del Gesso , t o assis t the 
progress of Eighth hr my . An all- important factor in the 
selection of the date f or the c ombined offensive would be a 
r easonable like l ihood of good f l ying weather . (Ibid , p . 92) 

223. These or ders involved n o change of pl an for 
Eighth Army since Gene r a l McCreery had a lready c ompl e t ed his 
preparations t o clos e up to the Senio . The Canadian Corps 
was to extend its Navigli o bridgehead t o the Senio by a t wo 
division attack , and clear the ground on e ither flank sub­
sequently. This wa s a stra ightforward problem, and rather 
l e ss c omplicated than that c onfron ting 5 Corps . For the 
enemy switch-line n orth of Route 9 was fairly extensive and 
divided into two distinct sectors by the Canale Naviglio and 
would r equire two divisi ons t o clear it , Before b oth these 
f ormations could be deployed , however, it would be necessary 
to clear the outskirts of Faenza . The 5 Corps pl an , there­
f or e , was for the 2 N. Z , Div with 43 Ind Lor Inf Bde t o carry 
out this first task, and then work n orth to the west of the 
Navi glio as f as t as its limited resources would pe rmit, for 
this division a lready had r espons ibility for a l ong fr ont 
which included a portion of the Senio south of Faenza. Once 
the New Zealanders had made r oom for its deployment, 56 Inf 
Div would c ome in and clear the en emy f r om eeet of the canal. 
These operations opened on both Corps fr onts on the night 
19/20 Dec. (Ibid , pp 93- 4) 

OPERATIONS OF 5 CORPS NORTH OF FAENZA, 
1 9 - 31 DEC 44 

224 . At the b eginning the 5 Corps attack met with 
onl y scattered opposition for the enemy had apparently 
decided t o give gr ound . An area extending two miles nor·th 
of Faenza was quickly cleared and room provided for 56 Inf 
Div to deploy. On the second day that Division, which had 
crossed the Lamone east of Faenza , commenced its drive to 
the north- east . At that stage , however , the enemy began to 
contest bitterly each s t ep of t he advance , figh ting for 
every ditch and house . In addition the weather de teriorated, 
and on 23 Dec snow f ell in the pl ains . By the end of the 
month the division had clear ed al l the ground be t ween the 
Naviglio and the Lamon e south of the inter- corps boundary 
at Granarolo , except at Granarolo itself , and advanc ed its 
l eft wi ng across the Naviglio to relieve 2 N. Z . Div of par t 
of its increasing frontage along the Senio . The northward 
advance of the l a tter formati on had stopped just short of a 
stron~ enemy positi on covering the r oad bridge at Fel isio 
(3031)~ Meanwhile on the l ef t flank of 5 Corps , 2 Pol Corps 
had c ompl e t ed mopping- up to the Senio and on 22 Dec had 

--·-------------·----·---------·-----------------------------
~ See Map Flor ence - Rimini - Bo logna Sector 

. 
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extended its left b oundary westwards t o reduce the commit­
ments of the tired and weak 13 Corps* . (Ibid, pp 93- 4) 

THE ADV NCE OF 1 CDN INF DJV TO THE SENIO RIVER, 
1 9 t o 21 Dec 44 

225 . The p l an for t he Canadian Cor ps attack was 
presented and orders issued at a Cor ps Commander's Orders 
Group held at H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div on the morning of 18 Dec . 
It call ed f or a two brigade a ttaok by 2 Cdn Inf Bde and 11 
Cdn Inf Bde on the night 1 9/20 Dec . 11 Cdn Inf Bde was 
ordered t o attack acr oss the Fosso Mun io just north of the 
Via Chiara bridge, wher e Westmr R. was holding a small bridge­
head . 2 Cdn Inf' Bde at the same time would launch an attack 
through Westmr R. pos iti on~ between the b end in the Munio 
and the right f lank of 3 Cdn Inf Bde . When b ot h brigades 
had achieved an 9dvance of several bUDdred yards, 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde would t urn south across 3 Cdn Inf Bde ' s front and en­
deavour t o cut off Bagna cavall~ while 11 Cdn Inf Bde would 
c on tinue west to the Senio . This new plan , now that l Cdn 
Inf' Bde had fa i l ed to ge t f or ward on the l eft f l ank , was 
well received , and Brigadier Bogert and his battalion com­
mander s wer e confident of i ts succ ess . (W . D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 18 Dec 44) . For the purpose of the oper ati on the 
Fosso Muni o fr om just east of the Via Chiara to the Via 
Casalino (410424 - 388145) , and the line of tha t r oad between 
the Munio and the Senio would constitu t e the inter - divisional 
b oundary. {W. D. , G. S . , H,Q, 1 Cdn Corps , December 1944 : 
Appx 79 , Message G. O. 79) ( dee Map 3} 

226 . Bri gadi er Bogert i ntended t o carry out his a d-
va~ce t o the Senio in three stages . In Phase I, L. Edmn R., 
right, and P. P. C. L. I.1 l eft , woul d seize the crossings over the 
Fosso Muni o on Via Casalino (at 388415) a nd Via Bigar an o (at 
387408) . Then would follow Phase II , when Seaf orth of c. 
would push through P. P. C. L. I ., and secure t he crossr oads on 
Via Bi garano (380410) ab out 700 yards west of tho Muni o. In 
the final phase Seaforth of C. and P. P. C.L. I . would move 
south from their respective positions to cut the road (a t 
375393 and 382391) l eading west from Bagnacavall o to the 
bridge over the Senio at S , Polito (3540) . The artill ery 
plan was for a seri es of concentrati ons on cRll , with the 
initial a tta ck going in silence . Armoured support was to be 
suppl ied by two squadrons of B. C. D. To detract the enemy ' s 
attention from the main fr ont, both 3 Cdn Inf Bde and l Cdn 
Inf Bde would stage fire demons tra tions , while in the l a tter 
brigade ' s sector dur ing the first stages of the a ttack a 
psychological warfare de t achment would broadcast battle 
noises of tanks e tc to simul ate an impending assault. 11 H11 

Hour was set for 2000 hours , 19 Doc . (W . D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 18~ 19 De c 44) . During the night 18/1 9 Dec two 
squadrons ot R. C. D, came forward and rolievad Seaforth of C. 
and P. P. C. L. I . in their positions in front of Bagnacavallo . 
Both infantry battal ions then moved to the rea r f or a brief 
r est in preparation for the coming attack. ( Ibid) 

x 13 Corps l ost 8 Ind Div t o under oper a tional cont r ol 92 
u.s. Inf Div when the German threat in the Serchio Vall ey 
began to develop (Fifth Ar my Bis t ory, Part VIII : Annex 
No. 1-C) . 
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227 . The 19th was a quiet day across the 1 Cdn Inf 
Div front al though very cl ose contact was maintained with the 
enemy particularly in the ri~t sector . At 2000 hours 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde Commander called an 0 11 Group and issued preliminary 
orders for the capture of Bagnacavallo b y Carlt & York R. 
This attack would commence when 2 Cdn Inf Bde r eached its 
final objective . R. 22e R., which would be by- passed by 
P. P. C. L.I . ir the initial stage of the 2 Bde attack , would 
be availaols to assist if required . (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 19 Dec 44; W. D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R . C. D. ) , 19 Deo 44; 
W, D., H. --. . 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 19 Dec 44) 

228 . kt nightfall L. Edmn R. and P. P. C. L. I , moved 
forward to their F . U. Ps . in r ear of Westmr R., and at 2000 
hours went into the attack. Almost at once they ran up 
against well placed enemy defences , and began a battle which 
lasted a l l that night and the next day . On their right the 
initial assault of 11 Cdn Inf Bde was repulsed and the at­
tacking t roops thrown back to the Munio . It was apparent 
that the enemy had woven a stout defence across the whole 
front of th3 Corps atta ck , and that until this system was 
penetrated or destroyed piecemeal there was little likelihood 
that he would r etir e behind the Senio . 

229. On the brigade right L. Edmn R. , a dvancing on a 
two company front , encounter ed their first opposition from 
two enemy-held houses , c. Tassell! (408420) right and C. 
Ar gelli (40?417) left , lying on the lateral tra ck b e tween the 
Via Chi ar a and the Via Pozzarda . An ar t illery concen t r ation 
on C, Tassell! , followed by an infantry assault, quick l y 
b r ought about its capture and that of several prisoners . C. 
Argelli , however, proved to b e more stoutly defended wit h 
four M. M. Gs . in position around it . hS the Edmontons moved 
in on thG l atter place across the open fields they came under 
heavy mortar and artillery def ensive fir e including S . P. 
gunfire f r om the vicinity of c. Peli (400417) , a group of 
buildings a t a crossroads 600 yards due west of C. h.rgelli . 
The sub- unit concerned continued, neverthe l ess , to press its 
attack until 0330 hours (20 Dec) when, with its eff ective 
strength down to 25 men , it withdrew slightly and consolidated. 
In the meantime a t 0100 hours Lt-Col J . R. Stena , the Command­
ing Officer L. Edmn R. , dir ec t ed a fr esh company to by- pass 
C, krgelli on the right, and clear the crossroads at c. Peli . 
Again, however , b ecause of the weight of the enemy fir e , the 
Edmontons fail,ed to make h eadway . In the interim an enemy 
counter - attack on C, Tassell! was driven off with the aid of 
the artillery and s ever a l mor e pr isoners t aken . By 0300 hours 
Lt - Col Stone had decided t o make a fre sh at t empt to seize the 
C, Peli crossroads, this time with hea vy artillery support , 
At 0600 hours a fter hard fighting the Edmontons company 
reached the cros s roads , By 0700 hours it had secured the C. 
Peli area, while a s econd sub- unit had taken up a firm 
position (404419) a few hundred yards to its right r ear on 
the track l eading back to c. Tasselli . The enemy , however , 
was still in close contac t across ti1e batt alion front with 
his tanks and S . P. guns controlling both the for ward and 
lateral roads. (W,D. , L. Edmn R, , 1 9- 20 Doo 44) 

230 , Meanwhile P. P . C.L. I . wa s meeting with the same 
stubborn r esistance on the l eft , As they approached their 
first objective , the road junction (402412) at the western 
end of the Via Pozzarda about 200 yar ds from R. 22e R, right 
flank , the Patricia s came under int~nse machine gun fire -
from the direction of C, Argelli . Nevertheless the company 
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continued to advance and, after overcoming several enemy 
machine gun posts barring the way for ward, reached 1 t s objec t ­
i ve . While it was in the process of consol idating an enemy 
S. P. gun fired eight rounds through the house occupied by 
Company Headquarters wounding the o. c. and destroying the 
wir eless se t . Heavy mortar fir e on the area killed one 
platoon c omd , then two counter- attacks devel oped one after 
the other, but the Pa tricias held their ground, and eventual1y 
drove t he enemy off , killing anC1 wounding . many of them. 
Several prisoners were a l so taken . The position was finally 
secured at 0430 hours on the 20th when a sec ond sub- unit 
moved up in support . At 0500 hours a P. P. C. L. I . sub - unit 
pushed wes t from the Via Pozzarda junction t owards the 
crossroads on Lo Stradello (397412) 600 yar ds distant . For 
a time the company proceeded without opposition , When it 
was l ass than 100 yards from its objective , however, the 
enemy suddenly opened fir& with ma chine guns and an S , P, 
Pinned t o the ground by t his fire , the Pa tric ias had no 
alter native but t o call for ar tiller y cover under which they 
wi thdrew t o the Via ·Pozzarda junc t i on . (W. D. , P. P. C. L. I . , 
19- 20 Dec 44 ) 

231 . During the morning both battalions he l d firm 
under heavy fir e while the sappers worked f everishl y t o cl ear 
the mine fields . ht 1100 hours an enemy tank and S. P. gun 
began sys t ematically shooting up the houses occupied by 
L. Edmn R. at c. Pel i . As a r esul t L. Edmn R. withdrew 
slightl y while the a rtiller y and mortars laid a defensive 
scr een of fire acr oss its .front. Shortly aft er midday the 
enemy eased his fire , and the batt alion , under c over of an 
a r t i ller y concentration , r eoccupied the C, Peli positions . 
For s evera l hours after this , how ever , fighting conti nued i n 
this area . (W . D., L. Edmn R., 20 De c 44) . Al though during 
this time P. P. C. L. I . suffered no cotmter attacks , the 
int ens ity of the enemy machine gun and S . P, fire indicated 
the continuing presence of s trong enemy forces across its 
l ine of advance . (~ . D . , P. P. C. L. I . , 20 Dec 44) 

232 . At 1430 h ours , t o relieve the pressure on hi s 
l eading c ompany, the Commanding Officer of P. P, C. L. I, des­
patched a company supported by a troop of B. C. D, t hrough 
R. 22e R, under a smoke screen cover t o seize the Lo 
Stradello - Via Bigarano crossr oads (394407) . But the enemy 
surpr ised the leading pl atoon and f orced it t o r e tire suf ­
fer ing s evar al casualties . Never the l ess , the company man­
aged to consolida t e a position only a f ew hundr ed yards 
short of its objective . At 2100 ho\.trs the Patrioias with 
str ong artillery suppor t again a ttacked the Lo Stradel l o 
crossroads , and this time after a brief fight clear ed the 
position, capturing an undamaged S . P. gun in the pr ocess . 
Two tanks wer e then brought forward and the obj ec ti ve 
s ecured , (W. D., P. P. C. L. I . , 20 Dec 44) , Meanwhile L. Edmn 
R. had a l so i mproved its posi ti on . In mid- af t ern oon Lt - Col 
Stone went t o Brigade Hea dquarters and there made arrange ~ 

men ts t o put in a flanking a ttack through P. P. C. L. I . against 
the enemy still hol ding out along the l ater a l r oad be tween 
the two battalions , This attack commenced a t 1600 hours, 
when one platoon of L, Ed.nm R. and a t r oop of B, C. D. pa ss ed 
t hr ough the Pa tricias and under cover of a smoke screen 
moved a l ong the r oad , the tanks fi r ing as they advanced 
whil e behind them the infantry clear ed the h ous es . Fifty 
minut es l ater they r eached C. Peli wi th a beg of 25 prison­
er s , Others of the enemy, att empting to escape , came under 
mor tar and ar tiller y fir e called down fr om the cronaroads . 

~ -
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(W.D., t. Edmn R., 20 Dec 44 ). By nightfall, considerable 
progresa bad been made wi th the mine lifting, and the tanks 
and aupport weapons were moved forward . The day had aeen 
hard fighting on both divisiona l f r onts , and as a result the 
enemy had lost a number of important strong points and had 
suffered numerous casual t ies. The events or the coming 
night were to show that he had now had enough, 

233. During the night 20/ 21 Dec both L. Ediml R. and 
P,P,C.L.I. made steady progress, By m1dn1t;bt it was apparent 
t~a ~ the enemy, ttas withdrawing on both 2 Gdn I n1 Bd~ &lld ~l 

-·~.- - · Cdn Inf Bde fronta. Oont a ot was l ost bet'ore midnight and not 
regained Wltil 0300 hours. No determined opposition develop­
ed, however, and both 1 Cdn Inf Di v units continued t o push 
forward. At daylight they reached the objectives laid down 
for Phase I or the Bde attack, which l ay along the upper 
limits of the Foss o Munio, L. Edmn R. consolida t in g . a t Pt~ . 

Caaalino,and P.P.C.L.I. a t the Via Bigarano crossing, 
Everywhere much evidence of a hasty enemy withdrawal was 
found. (W.D,, L. Edmn R,, 20-21 Dec 44 ; W.D,, P.P.C.L.I., 
20-21 Dec 44) 

234. At daybreak Seaforth of c. with "A" Sqn B.C.D. 
passed through P.P.C.L.I. towards the cr oss-roads on th~ 
next lateral road to the west (380410). Little r esistance 
waa antieipated t or the enemy Wli ~s were r eported by des ert­
ers t o have commenced withdrawing wes twards at 0100 hours. 
Our tanks encountered difficulty with mines but the infantry 
pressed onwards without hindrance, and a t 1030 hours occupied 
the battalioq objeotive a s well a·s the crossroads to the 
right of it (382416) at the inter-divisional boWldary. At 
this latter plaoe the battalion was only slightly more than 
1000 yards from the Senio, and a recoe patrol was sent for­
ward t o the river , (W,D,, Seafor th of C,, 21 Dec 44), 
P.P.C.L.I. meanwhile had moved south a long tb,e .Munic, and 
taken up a position at the orosar oads (382391) . in the hamlet 
of Pieve near the north-west edge of Bagnacavallo. (W.D,, 
P, P,C.L.I., 21 Deo 44). With all its objectives practieally 
oooupiad, and the enemy appar entl y safe fran further pursuit 
behind the high dykes of the Seni o, H, Q, 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
order ed L. Edmn R. to r emain i n i t s present area f or the 
bal ance or the day , (W,D., L. Edmn R,, 21 Dec 44). · The 
patrol sent forward by the "Seaforths" confirmed the enemy 
withdraws~ and immediatel y General Fos t er order ed that bat­
t alion forward to the Senio. By 2200 hours 21 Dec Seaforth 
of c. was holding positions covering the line of the Senio 
from the 5 Cdn Ar md Div boundary nouth t o the f ormer bridge 
at Pte della Chiusa (360385 ).n (W.D,, Seaforth of c., 21 
Deo 44) 

235. At last, after ten days of very heavy and stub-
born fighting, the enemy had given way and during 'the night 
20/2l De'o between the 35 and 45 Northing had fallen baok on 

·· his prepared defences along the Seni o, On l Cdn Inf Di• 
front, and particularly i n the area north of Bagnaoavallo, 
where he was not proteoted by any natural water barrier~ h~s 

• Seaforth of c. oompanies were a t 364413, 36340'7, ~6!400 
and ~68385. 
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resista nc e was spectacular. Tho onomy formation , 98 Inf 
Div,~ which was brought i n to thv lino from th€ Fifth Army 
soctor cm 13 Dec to st cr.1 the tide of tho Canadia n advance on 
the Bngnacavallo front , lived up to its Crimean tradition of 
fighting to the l as t rno.n , and r oc,a inod for itself somf.I of tho 
presti ge lost during t he Rimini battle. Infc,rmation r ec e ived 
from many of the 140 prisoners tak0n durin£ the 24 hours 
battle indica t ed that tho 0rder to withdraw c ame as a welcome 
surprise t 0 thu fClrward troop s , wh0 thc~ucht they would have to 
fight to thG death or surrender . (W. D., G. S. , H. Q., 1 Cdn 
C0rps , Doc 44: Appx 93 , 1 Cdn Cnrps Int Summary 187) . All 
throe r egim0nts wore c0mmi tt od a cross the; fr ont oppos itc 1 
Cdn Inf Div with 289 G. R. alonG tho "Switch Line " , 290 G. R. 
in Ba cnacavallo and north 0f thy city, and 117 G.R. north C'f 
tho latter c 0vbring the r emain i nn 1 Cdn Inf Div a r Ga and 
C'vorlap ping into 5 Odn Armd Div sector . (Ibid: Appx 63 , 67 
74 , 77 and 82 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Summarie s) 

236 . In the activities proc edi ne the advance to the 
Senio , 2 Cdn Inf Bde had played an important part . Since 
their entry int o the na rrow bridfuhea d so t enac i ously held by 
Carlt & York R. on 13 Dec , a ll three batta lions of the 
brigade had foueht stubbornly abainst an equally determined 
foe (excepting only the brief interlude in front of 
Baenacava llo) , and it wes fittine tha t thoy should have the 
cre dit 0f brcakine th& enemy position, and l eadine the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div advance tn tho Senio . The Brisade Commande r in re­
viewing the a ction gives credit to the inva luabl e ass istanc e 
provided by B.c . D. and all supportinc arms , and particul arly 
to tho artillery for their timely assistanco in breaking up 
the many counter attacks . Casualties t0 the enomy in both 
phases of thG battle were 11 (a ) prisoners four off.rs~ 314 ORs ; 
(b) confirme d killed a nd wounded 330 (c) e quipment seven tanks 
or S. P . Guns K. O' d and six dama ge d. 11 During the period 13- 21 
Dec 2 Cdn Inf Pde suffered 289 ca sualties of all types , of whom 
60 were killed, 215 wounded and four taken prisoner . 
((H. S. )234Cl . 013(Dl0) : 2 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Operations , 
l Dec 44 - 8 J an 45 ; Ca sualties - Ita lian Campaien .2E cit) 

The original Div was m0r o or l oss destroyed on the 
Russian front . The remnants were 0vacuated from the 
CRIMEl-i t o CONSTt.J~ ZA i n May 1944 and arrived in ZAGREB 
in Jun . During J un and Jul tho Div was r ef0rme d in 
CROATIA . At the beginning 0f AuB it move d down to the 
CESENA area and 0n 29 Aug the first units wer e commit ­
t ed in the Gothic Lino . Aft e r a disastrous fc,rtnight 
in which the Div l ost 2 , 050 prisonars it wa s with­
drawn and r e f0rm0d a e;aln , m0st of the rfts b e ing drawn 
fr om the B Regt nf t htJ draft div SELESIA. The Div 
was commit ted anew in tht. M Bt.TTAGLIA sec t0r on about 
1 Oct and it has sinc G f0ught on Fifth Ar my front 
t enaciously and well . 

\ 

(W. D. , G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn C0rps , 
Decenmcr 1944: ~ppx 63 , 1 Cdn 
Corps Int Summary 180) 
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237 . As 2 Cdn Inf' Bde neared the Senio west of 
Bagnacavallo , the enemy evacuated the town , although he con ­
tinued to maiptain a firm hold on his salient to the south 
of it between the Canadians and 5 Cor ps . His anxiety to 
retain ground in front of Cotignola probably arose from a 
fear of a Canadian drive across the Senio in that sector 
aimed at outflanking Lugo . (i1 . D. , G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944 : kppx 93 and 961 1 Cdn Corps Int Sunnnaries 
Nos 187 , 188 ) 

238 . During the initia l stages of the 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
advance , both 1 Cdn Inf Bde and 3 Cdn Inf Bde remained in 
their holding and defensive rol~ but on the morning of the 
2ls t , when word of the enemy withdrawal r eached them , both 
brigades joined the advanc e . (W . D. , G. S. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div , 20 Dec 44) . The rapid departure of the enemy on the 3 
Cdn Inf Bde front e liminated the ne cess ity of a formal at­
tack by that brigade on Bagnacavallo, and spoiled any chance 
of cutting off and des troying its garrison . kt 0115 hours 
on the 21st bran- gun fire from the Carlt & York R, forwar d 
coy on the northern outskirts of the town drew enemy fire, 
but similar activity a t 0745 hours brought n o response . 
Sounds of heavy demol itions heard from the enemy rear a l so 
poi nted towar ds an evacuation . During the morning element s 
of Carlt & York R. went forward and found the town fre e of 
t he enemy . Shor t ly after midday the whole battal ion moved 
forward and took up position t o the west of the town (3838) . 
In t he l ate afternoon,( 21 Dec),as 2 Cdn Inf Bde took over the 
Seni o f r ont from the rai l way north t o the 5 Cdn Armd Div 
boundary, divisional headquarters placed 3 Cdn Inf Bde i n 
tac t ical reserve . All three units were ordered t o secure 
b illets i n their present area and to bring for ward their "F" 
Eche l on . Hot meals and othe r luxuries of which thi s br igade 
had been deprived during their three weeks period i n the l ine 
now became available . (W .D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 Dec 44 ; 
W, D,, R. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 44; W. D., Carlt & Yor k R., 
21 Dec 44) 

239- On 1 Cd.n Inf Bde fr ont the main enemy body 
(289 G. R. ) withdrew during t he night 20/21 Dec l eaving behind 
small r ear guards and en gineer parties t o destroy the many 
bridges over the Ve cchio and Ndviglio . On the brigade right , 
R. C. R. began moving f orward a t daybreak, when patrols across 
the Vecchio on its front , c onfir med that the enemy had with­
drawn . The battalion advanced s t eadi ly throughout the day, 
crossing the Navigli o about one mil e south of Bagnacavall o 
and cons olidating befor e midnight 500 yards east of the Senio . 
There it found the enemy occupying dug in posi tions on both 
sides of the rLver . Has t & P. E.R . likewise moved forward, and 
by midnight had crossed the Naviglio and consolidated near 
the Senio about a mile t o the north of Cotignol a . The only 
r esistance enc ounter ed b y 1 Cdn Inf Bde during the day was in 
48 Highrs s e c t or . The re an enemy r earguard holding the 
Vecchio bridge on the r oad running eas t from Boncellino kept 
the Highlanders eas t of the Vecchio until late afternoon. 
When it halted f or the night 48 High.rs was still nearl y 1000 
yards fr om the Naviglio . (W. D. , E . Q., 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 
44; W, D,, R. C.R. , 21 Dec 44 ; W. D. , Hast & P. E . R-, 21 Dec 44; 
W, D., 48 Highrs , 21 Dec 44) 

240 . Throughout t his period 1 Cdn Inf Bde seemed 
fated t o participate chiefly in costl y and unrewarding 
actions , In particular Hast & P.E. R. had had quite a bad 
time of 1t1 f or it failed twice a t t he Lemon e (4 and 5 Dec ) , 
l ost heavily again in the Naviglio bridgehead on 13 Dec , and 

' 
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t ook part in the abortive "Switch Line 11 attack on 18 Dec . 
On at leas t two of these occas ions Hast & P. E. R. had R.C.R . 
for a companion in misfortune , In these actions , these two 
units alone l ost six officers and 116 other ranks as 
prisoners .* (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 44; C. M. H. Q. 
Rocords Office Casualty Card Index, Hast & P.E. R. and R.C.R . 
(now in possession of Historical Section, A. H. Q, )) 

THE FOSSO MUNIO FIGHTING kND THE PURSUIT TO THE SENIO, 
5 CDN hRMD DIV, 16 - 21 DEC 44 

241 . Before considerin~ the operations of 5 Cdn 
Armd Div during the three days · 19- 21 Deo,. it is necessary 
t o go back to the morning of 15 Dec , when £t- Gen c. Foulkes , 
conma.nding 1 Cdn Corps , and Maj - Gen B. M. Hoffme ister , 
commanding 5 Cdn /~md Div, vi sited Headquar t ers 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde to discuss with Brigadier I . S . Johnston a plan t o launch 
a new attack using his brigade , with the object , firstly of 
driving the enemy back to the Senio in the area nor th of 
Fusignano, and secondly of linking up with the troops of 1 
Cdn Inf Div west of Bagnacavallo and cutting off its gar­
r ison. The second sta ge of the operation was t o be depend­
ent on the success of the attacks about t o be launched by 
1 Cdn Inf Bde against the enemy "Switch Line " south of 
Bagnacavallo (see para 209) . 

242 . At a conference of his unit commanders held in 
the early morning of 18 Dec, Brigadier Johnston issued a 
detailed plan for the forthcoming attack . kt 2000 hours that 
nigh t 11 Cdn il1f Bde would cross the Fosso Munio on a two 
battalion front and advance along the Via Chiara and the 
Via S . J~ntonio to objectives on the lateral road lying east 
of the $enio . In the next stage , timed to commence earl y in 
the morning of 19 Dec, one battalion would move s outh and 
clear the lateral road as far as the road junction (3843) 
opposite Fusignano. Finally, in coordination with the 
progress of 1 Cdn Inf Div, the reserve battalion would swing 
left along the west bank of the Fosso Munio and link up west 
of Bagnacavallo with the troops of l Ctln Inf Div . The plan 
included an artillery fir e programme and armoured support , 
whii e the engineers were to construct crossings over the 
Munio, and sweep the main axis of advanc e. (W . D., H. Q. 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 15 Dec 44 and bppx 7, 11 Cdn Inf Bde o.o. No . 11, 
18 De c 44) 

K A rather high proportion of the casualties suffered by 
1 Cdn Corps during this period of operations were "Miss­
ing", that i s 22 officers and 420 other r anks out of a 
total of 2000 ca~ualties (this was the picture as known 
a t Corps Headquarters on 31 Dec 44) . In an address given 
to the officers of the Corps of the rank of Lt- Col and 
above at Ravenna on 31 Dec , the Corps Commander l aid the 
blame for t his condition to f aulty junior leadership 
and/or poor morale . General Foulke s stated that it was 
imperative that steps be taken during the coming weeks to 
improve morale and l eadership . He suggested that if 
casualty figures were analysed , par ticularly the "Missing" 
and 11Exha us ti on 11 ca te gor 1 es and o ompared with battle 
achievements , it woul d b e found tha t the units a chieving 
the most have the fewer casualties . 

(W . D. , G. S . Branch , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , Dooember 
1944 : Appx 1 31) 
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243 . To provido 11 Cdn Inf Bao wi th ~ firn ba se f ron 
which to l o.unch its :tt t c. ck, 12 Cdn Inf t°'do took ste ps during 
16 Doc t o clo ar the we st b n.nk of tho Fosso Munio . * .: .. t 1600 
hours two r ifle p l at oons o f Wcst n r R. s upporte d by f our W:.sp 
flam throwors crossed tho stroruJ. i n th G vicinity of the 
dorn.o l i shod road bri dge . Fol lowi ng o. sh0rt e.rti l le ry ba r m go , 
the Wasps , which ho.d nov ud u p to t ho noar b:mk , began t o 
f. l ane t ho .encny positi o_1s on th0 f ::i.r sida·. I nrJ.eclfutely nf t or 
th e flame attack , the inf a.ntr y a ssault went in . Whon thoy 
r eached tho enenyv s positions , t ho \lostl!l.instors fcund the 
occupants : 

••• so surpris0cl by t ho Fl ano - throwors thc.t they 
either throw down tll oir ::.'..!'Ll S and r un ur surr endered 
as prisoners . 

(W. D., \tJoSt I.1.I' R., 16 De c 4L~ ) 

In l it t l e more tha n a qunrt<Jr of an hour , the oonpuny had 
seized its obj ectivo a nn wns di gcine in a round s one houses 
(/ ... 14424 ) a f GW yards b oyond tho rivor b a nk . (This wo.s tho 
first r e ported us e in a c t i on uf' the fl~.no 'throwers by troops 
of 1 Cdn Corps) . Shortly b ofar L.. IJ:i.dnight , the cnony count c:ir ­
attacked t ho tiny bridgch co..d , but tho Vlcstninst c:rs , c a lling 
on t ho a rtille ry and uorta. rs for e.ssis t .·.m c e , dr ov0 uf f t ho 
a s sault ut a. cost to th c.nsolv0s Jf only one kill od an: four 
wounded . (12 Cdn Inf Bd0 Opor ::. tions Log , 16 - 17 Dec 44 ; 
W .D., Wostnr R., 16 Dec 44 ; W . D .•. ., G. D., .H-. Q,·. l Cdn Corps , 
17 and 25 Dec 44; (H, S , )2L~4C5 . 083 (D2 ): H . Q, . 5 Cdn .. .'..rnd Div 
Memo "Us o of Wasp ", 25 Doc 4L;.) 

244. On tho S3I.10 dc.y (16 Dec) e l enonts of P .L.D. G. 
o.lso est ablished a foo t ho l d wost of t ho Munio . Elem nt s of 
one oo n pany r eached thc.:J f a r oo.nk i n tho f ll' st ln ur s o f da rk­
ness , and attempt ed , ·without s uccess , to cont :-ict WGstrar R . 
Shortl y aft er nidnight :J. s econd oonpany fo r ncd up t 0 cross 
tho r i v or but a t on c e cru.:10 und or hoc. vy nortc.r fir e which 
pinned it t o t ho g r ound . 1'i.lth0 ugh P . :U .D. G. oontinuod through­
out th e night it s effor ts t v strongt hGn its holc.1 on th e f ar 
bank , by 07 55 h ours it had only 65 - 70 nm ncross t he stream., 
holding o. n::i.rr .Jw J)Ositi un nbuut 400 yo.rds t o th8 suuth- west 
of tho Via. &. .'.ntonio ( 1-l-l 7432-416t~29 ) . { W ~D . , P . L . D .G. J 
16- 17 Doc 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operat ions Log ;l2 Cdn Inf Bae 
Operations Log , 16-17 Dec 44) 

.: ... cross t ho c anal t o th u north nnd no rth7 wost is a 
wide f'JJJ.t , trcoloss expa.nso of p l owed ~round (and 
i n Italy t hey p l ow doup l y - u. good 18" 110.king a very 
soft so il becl) . ~-~ lin 0 of tree s crosses t he f ron t 
500 yo.r ds t o tho north -wost . Two houses o n right 
of r ond (407 Li3 2) o.nd Jn fur ri ght nt t;.16435 - a l l 
corn...w.nd· t ho open fi(J l d with fir o . Thu tr .':".cks ao.rkBd 
on 1/50 , 000 nap crossing to s . ,,,nt ~mio in squar e · 
41 43 o.re not apperont . Possi b ly p low od up . 

(It aly - TopogrnJ)hic~l No tes , p . 32 ) 
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245 . There was little change in the situati on of 
either Westmr R. or P. L. D. G. during 17 Dec . Both units 
engaged in p9. tr olling and complained of the "murderous 
shelling" . On the night 17/18 Dec a company of Lan & Ren 
Scot R. came under c onnnand of P. L. D. G. and t ook over on the 
right of the tiny bridgehead . On the foll owing morning 
P. L. D. G. patrolled the far bank of the Munio as far as 
Westmr R. area without difficultv . Late on 18 Dec the uni t 
wa s r elieved by Lan & Ren Scot R: , and with the exception of 
one c ompany which remained under Lanark connnand , withdrew 
into r eserve at Villanova . That night the Lanarks increased 
their strength west of the U.W1io , using a foot bridge 
( 417431) over the J .. unio which the engineers hud now erected. 
On the 19t h, on orders from Brigadie r Lind, Lan & Ren Scot R. 
tried without success to pla ce a ~latoon astride the ditch 
running into the Munio (at 419434) from near the end of the 
Via San Antonio . At last light the P. L. D. G. c ompany on the 
near bank drove the enemy from the vicinity of the ditch with 
f l ame and small arms fire . At 1800 hours the German artil­
l ery , possibly in r e t a lia tion , be gan firing , and during the 
next half- hour heavily shelled the whol e area to a depth of 
700- 800 yards . (W. D. , P. L. D. G. , 17- 1 9 Dec 44; W. D. , Lan & 
Ren Scot R, , 18-19 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 
17- 19 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Opera tions Log, 17- 19 Dec 44) 

246 . As will be r emembered, 1 t b ecame apparen t early 
on 18 Dec that 1 Cdn Inf Div wns unlikely t o a chieve a 
br eakthr ough in the s ector south of Bagnaoavallo . At 1000 
hours that morning the Corps Commander h eld a conf er ence of 
his conunander s at Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Div t o consider a 
new pl an . From this meeting a plan emerged for a c oor dina ted 
two br igade attack along the i n t er - divisional boundary . This 
called for 2 Cdn Inf Bde t o attack between t be bend i n t he 
Muni o and t he r igh t f l ank of 3 Cdn Inf Bde , moving fir s t wes t 
along the Munio , then south across the 3 Cdn Inf Bde f r ont i n 
an endeavour t o cut off Bagnaca vall o . At the same time , as 
in Phase I of its ori gina l pl an , 11 Cdn Inf Bde woul d cross 
the Foss o Muni o on a two batta lion front , and advance west 
to the Senio . As noted earlier (para 225 ) , the boundary 
between the two divisions was now moved north t o roughly 
t he line of the Fosso Muni o. H hour for both brigades was 
set at 2000 h ours 19 Dec . (W. D., G. 3 , , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944 : Appx 79 , Message G. O. 79) 

247 . At 0900 hours, 19 Dec , Brigadier I . S . Johns t on 
held a c oordina t ing confer enoe, a t Headquarters 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, of his unit connnanders and r epr esen tatives of supporting 
ar ms . The new plan called f or an advance on a two battalion 
front followed by an expansion southward between that r iver 
and the Fosso Munio to the line of the inter- divisional 
boundary . The c. pera ti on was to be carried out in three 
stages . In Phase I t he brigade woul d att ack, w1 th Ir R. C. 
right and Per th R. l eft , from the line of the Fosso Muoi o 
a l ong the twin axes Via S . Antonio and Via Chi ara . Final 
objectives for both battalions l ay at the junctions of t heir 
r espective advance r oads wit h the Via Rossetta , the l a t er a l 
r oad running a l ong the near bank of the Senio River . Inter­
mediate ob j ectives, were i n the case of Perth R, , the road 
juncti on , 1000 yards from the start line , of Via Chiara and 
the first l a t er a l r oad rtmning south over the Munio , and 
second the junction of Via Chiara and the transaxia l Vi a 
Grattacoppa , Ir R. c. would secure the junction a t the op­
posite end of the latter road , C. B. Highrs would follow 
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Per th R. as far as the first r oad junction then swing l eft 
to the Munio and along the lo Stradello which here runs west 
t owards the Senio . During Phase II the brigade would extend 
its Senio front south , Perth R, covering the near appr oach 
t o the former Fusignano bridge while C . B. Highrs came up on 
their left t o the junction of l o ~tradello and the lateral 
Via Masiera . Then in the final stage elements of Per th R. 
and G. G. H. G. would r elieve Ir R. C. and the latter unit would 
then move south to the inter- divisional boundary and seize 
the crossroads on Via Casalino 600 yards east of the Senio . 
Should the situation be such that Ir R. C. was unab l e t o dis­
engage then C. B. Highrs would carry out Phase III . At the 
conclusion of the first phase , a sq uadr on of G. G. H. G. would 
t ake over from Ir R. C. on the Via Rossetta and with infantry 
fr om Perth R. provide right f lank protaction . The attack 
woul d commence in si l ence , and there would be no artillery 
fire until surprise was l ost . Upon r eceipt of the l oss of 
surprise codeword, Headquarters R. C.A. 5 Cdn Armd Div would 
order a pre- arranged 30 minute c ount or battery programme t o 
begin , and make the divis i onal ar tillery ava ilab l e to engage 
t ar gets on call . Ld S . H. would provide a r moured support for 
all three. phases of the operation . The engineers would c on-
s true t a crossing over t he Mtmio for the tanks near the Via 
Chiara as well as foot bridges fvr the infantry. (W . D. , H. Q. 
11 Cdn Inf Bdo , 19 Dec 44; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , l~ 

Deo ; W. D., H. Q. R. C. A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, Dacember 1944 : Appx 10, 
Fire Plan "Turkey", 19 Dec 44 ; W. D., .H. Q. R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd 
Div, 19-20 Dec 44) 

248 . By 1900 hours , 1 9 Dec , b oth attacking ba ttalions 
had moved into their forming- up places in rear of the Fosso 
Muni o , and a t 2000 hours , as pl anned , the l eading companies 
began crossing the start l ine . During the first half h our 
because of the surprise gained by the silent attack all went 
well, but then both uni t s ran into heavy machine gun fire and 
intense mortar and shell fire . Between the Munio and the 
Senio the enemy had set up a system of mutually supporting 
"nests of r esis t ance", organized in depth t o pr event a quick 
break t hrough . I n an operation order issued on 18 Dec , Lt-Gen 
Re i nhardt , the commander 98 Inf Div , had l aid down the method 
of defence t o be f ollowed i 

Def in our present posn means NOT holding to the 
l ast man in one Main LINE of resistance , but the 
pr evention of a breakthrough through a deep Main 
SECTOR of r esistance . Ther efore ever y man must not 
be r ammed into the for emost posns , rather mus t 
defence in the greatest possibl e depth be organized 
through t he conversion of a ll hy weapon posns , BQs , 
etc . , into n asts of resistance . 

Counter Attack Reserves nre to be held close to the 
FDLs, in or der t o expl oit soones t the enemy 's weak­
es t moment i . ~ . on canal and river crossings , and 
during the early stages of a breakthrough into the 
MLR . 

In gen , no c ounter attacks must be made by bns in 
closed coy- fmns , with enemy air superiority such 
att a cks cost too much blood . Sever al simultaneous 
att acks on fighting patr ol lines are much mor e 
certain of success . 

({H. S . )244C5 . 023(Dl): 5 Cdn Armd Div Int elligence 
Summary No . 93 , 22 Dea 44 : Appx A, 98 Inf Div 
Order for Coming Ops as transl a t ed by Int elligence 
St aff H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div) 
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For 24 hours the enemy pinned 11 Cdn Inf Bde, apart f r om one 
company o~ Perth R. which managed to s eize and r e t ain a 
position 1000 yards forward of the r iver, to the line of the 
Munio. Then our efforts began to tell , the enemy ' s fire 
diminished and our line moved rapidly up to the Senio . 

249 . On the right Ir R. C., using the foo tbridge 
mentioned earlier in thi s report (para 245), made an unevent­
ful crossing of the Munio at 11 H11 hour , and immediately pushed 
off towards its initial objective . This was a small group of 
buildings (416435) situated near the lower end of the Via s . 
Antonio and about 500 yards north of the foot bridge . 
Initially the Irish made good progress , t hen when the forward 
platoon was almost on the objec tive , the enemy opened up 

•.• with many M. G1s firing from well dug in 
positions cutting off the l eading pl atoon on the 
objective and covering the open spaces with with­
ering fire from enfiladod M. G1s inflicting some 
casualties and stopping the company a t M. R. 418433 
89 III NW . A guide from the l eading pl atoon 
r e turned and 11 D11 Company att emp t ed to send a 
second pla toon onto the objective onl y to b e s top­
ped by the heavy fire . Heavy enemy mortaring 
blasted the area and Captain CHARETTE withdrew his 
company , r egrouped and tried to assault from the 
r ight. The company was again stopped by heavy fire 
and after t aki ng some casualties it became obvious 
that the position was strongl y held . 

((H. S . )244C5 . 013(D4): Report on Operations, t he 
Irish Regiment of Canada , period 29 Nov 44 to 
27 Dec 44 ) · 

Under cover of an ar tillery concentra tion , a second Irish 
sub- unit made a final a ttempt to ge t forward a t 0515 hours 
(20 Dec) . It a l so fai l ed to make any headway, and by 0730 
hours both companies wer e digging in on the star t line 
(416428 - 418433 ) . Under heavy mor t ar fire and constant 
sni ping they hung onto these positions during the r emaining 
hours of daylight . In ract i t would appear that they had 
no alternative but to stay whor e they wer o . For at 101 9 
hours when Bri gadi er Johnston ordered them to canc el previous 
instructions and prepare to come into r e serve , Ir R. C. replied 
that they wer e "unabl e to pull back into r eserve till dark 
due to flat country and pr esent situation" (ll Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 20 Dec 44) . Finally, as darkness f ell , the 
companies effected their withdrawal, and by 1945 hours the 
unit had arrived in an assembly area behind the Naviglio 
(4241) . Ther e it was on one hour ' s notice to move forward 
over the more successful Perth R. crossing.. According to 
the unit r eport on the operations , this was the first time 
in 12 months of fiFting that Ir . R. C. "had f ailed t o ge t 
onto its objective (Ir R. C. Repor t 21?. cit) .({W. D., H •. Q . · 
R •. C. A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 20 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Opera t ions 
Log,. 19- 20 Dec 44; W. D. , Ir R . C., 19- 20 Dae 44 )) 

250 . Meanwhile , Perth R., after an initia l se tba ck , 
had gained a pr ecari ous f ooting in the midst of the enemy 
def enoes . Crossing the Fosso Munio e. t 2000 hours , t he l ead­
ing company of Perths i nnnedi a t el y moved off al ong the Via 
Chi ar a t owards its first objective . When wi t hin aboot 200yards 
of tho junction it came under a deadl y nail of firo from 
machine guns positioned to its front and on both flanks. 
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Lacking cover of any sort - the enemy automatics were even 
firing down the ditches on either side 0£ the r oad - the 
company suffered he avy casualties and shortly after midnight 
returned t o the area of the start line . To prepare the way 
f or a fresh attempt the fire of two regiments of artiller1. , 
the M. M. G' s of the support company, and the battalion ' s 3 1 

mortars , was then directed on the enemy positions . At 0050 
hours a second c ompany o~ Perth R. t ook up the attack , this 
time moving across country several hundred yards to the r i ght 
of , and parallel to , the Via Chiara . By 0215 hours i t was a t 
Casa Rasponi (413428 ), a building about 400 yards north of the 
Via Chiara bridge, whi ch it occupied without opposition. From 
there the Perths pushed on towa rds the Casa della Congrega­
tione (407431) , a group of buildings l ying 200 yards to the 
r ight of the original objective . During this stage of t he 
advance they overran sever a l enemy pos ts , taking two prisoners 
and int'licting an estima t ed 30 casualties on 98 Fus Bn .K By 
0325 hours they had cleared Casa dell a Congregatione and ~ on­
solidated . ((B .S . ) 145. 2Pl0ll(D2) : Report on Operations of 
the Per th R. for per i od 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; W. D., Per th R., 
19- 20 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 19- 20 Dec 44) . 

251 . By this time the enemy had concentrated the 
main weigh t of his fi r e power on the bridging site - one 
obser ver gave the rate of fall as 150 shells a minute . At 
0140 hours Per th R. sent off a company t o dispose of one 
particularly troubl esome gun, an S . P. fir ing f r om Casa Taroni 
(405425) , a f a rmhouse ·near the north bank of the Muoio about 
700 yards distant . Although l eading e l ements r aached the 
farmhouse , the reaction of the enemy was so strong that the 
company withdrew without accomplishing its task . All the 
whil e the engin eers o on tinued operati ons , and by 0600 hours 
they had pl aced an Ark bridge in position near the Via 
Chiar a . Daylight, however, r evea l ed it t o b e askew and un­
suited for the passage of vehicles . At once , R. C. E. c om­
menced wor k on a sec ond crossing near the first , and this , 
a bull dozed fill , they had ready for use by 0945 hours (20 
Dec) . In spite of a continuous smoke screen maintained over 
the crossing site by the artillery and·armour , the intensity 
of the enemy fire continued to make all a ctivity hazardous 
and difficult; in the forenoon a Sherman and two M. lOs . 
attempting t o move up t o the Muni o were knocked out by 
dir ect hits , For this reason it was not until severa l hours 
after the c ompletion of the cr oss ing by the engin eers the. t 
the first armour moved over the Muoio , (W , D. , B. Q. R. O. E. 
5 Odn Armd Div , 20 Dec 44; W. D. , Perth R. , 20 Dec 44 ; 2 Gdn 
Armd Regt Acc ount .QI?. cit) 

252 . Although the enemy thus held the main forces 
of 5 Cdn Armd Div in check on the Munio , his strenuous efforts 
to smash the stoutly resisting Perths at Casa del la 
Congregatione proved not so successful . For by 0827 hours 
(20 Dec) the latter had driven back two counter attacks and 
i ncreased their prisoner total to 20 . Nevertheless to the 
anxi ous observer s on the Munio the eventual overwhelming of 
the position seemed certain: 

x The reconna issance battalion of 98 Inf Div . 
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Armed with nothing more powerful than Brens and 
PIATS , and greatly reduoed in numbers after their 
heroic advance through the plague of machine gun 
l ead during the night, the Perth company at 
"MEASURE" was surrounded by infantry and tanks . 
Their plight seemed hopeless. From his little 
Auster plane , a flying O.P. at one time reported 
five enemy tanks on our side of the Senio in this 
sector; two of them were in positions on the 
straight road that was our Centre Line and these 
fired continuously into the bridge site; an S. P. 
gun was firing f:-om a farm near the bridge known 
as "PETROL"; machine guns dug in all over the open 
field, some of them nearer than the 11 los t " company, 
raked the dyke with streams of whining bul le ts. It 
seemed as though the enemy was intent , for the 
moment, on pr even ting re inf orcemen ts f rom coming 
forward. It seemed certain that , before long, they 
would set about the obviously simple task of over­
running that company . 

(McAvity, Lt- Col J.M. , D.s . o. , Lord 
Strathcona 's Horse (Royal Canadians) 
pp 174- 5) 

Shortly after midda~ 25-30 men of 98 Fus Bn, led by their 
battalion cornmande~made their last desperate effort to 
drive the Canadians out . But the Perth commander was ready 
fer them. As the Germans closed in , he gave a signal that 
br ought down a prearranged 11box barrage" around them cutting 
off their avenue of retreat . In the killing ground so formed, 
small arms fire of the Perths cut the enemy force to pieces . 
Seven of the Germans survived the action, as prisoners, the 
rest including the c ommanding officer were slain . The tide 
of the battle was now turning, for the armour had finally 
broken through the curtain of fire along the Munio . (Perth 
R. Report .QP_ cit; W. D., Perth R. , 20 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log;-20 Dec 44) 

253 . At 1400 hours two tanks of a troop of the 
Str athcona 1s successfully crossed the Munio via the bull­
dozed fill - a third tank bogged down and blocked the passage , 
Some 15 minutes later both tanks nheeled into the farmyard at 
Casa de l la Congregatione . At the same time close-support 
aircraft began strafing enemy transport and guns up to the 
Senio. Just before last light, in spite of continuing enemy 
fire , the engineers completed their third assault crossing, 
an Ark bridge , over which a second troop of Ld S . H. at once 
began to move forward . By 1800 hours the situation had 
eased considerably, and at 2000 hours a second company of 
Perth R. reached the Casa della Congregations . (W . D., H. Q. 
R.C.E . 5 Cdn Armd Div, 20 Dec 44; W.D . , Perth R., 20 Dec 44 ; 
11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 20 Dec 44; Perth R. Report; 
2 Cdn Armd Regt Account) 

254 . Sometime during the night 20/21 Dec Head-
quarters 98 Inf Div ordered the units still opposing the 
advance of the Canadian divisions to fall back to the l ine of 
the Senio . Although this order , according to prisoner 
reports, came as a surprise , the enemy units wasted no time 
in carrying it out. Consequently, in contrast to the virtual 
stalemate of the previous day and night, the pace of the 
advance greatl y quickened , and by early morning (21 Dec) the 
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Canadians were closing in on the Senio from n orth of 
Fus1gnano to south of Bagnacavall0 . By midnight 11 Cdn Int' 
Bde was moving forward on a tv10-ba ttalion front . On the left, 
by 2300 hours, C. B. Highrs was mo':ing south from Via Chiara 
towards the fi.rs t bridge ("..\ . .';~ ·.:5) over the Munio west of the 
brigade crossing-place. By 0515 hours they had secured this 
and the next bridge (399426) t o the west intact, and gathered 
up a number of stray enemy personnel as prisoners . With the 
capture of the second bridg~ the supporting tanks from Ld 
S.H. , hitherto held up by the lack of a suitable forward 
route, were able by a detour into 1 Cdn Inf Div territory to 
rejoin the infantry . Shortly after 0600 hours the High­
landers reached the road junction (396427) on lo Stradello 
at the b end in the Muni~ which they cleareq after a brief 
action, taking several more pri soners . Through thi s point 
C.B. Highrs now pushed three companie~ in quick suocessioru 
towards its final objectives on the lateral Via Masiera . By 
midday the battalion was firmly es tablished along the latter 
road be tween the lo Stradello (384431) and the Via Casalino. 
On the l eft, one sub-unit continued b e¥ond Via Masiera to a 
r oad junction on Via Caaalino (375419) about 500 yards east 
of the Senio. There was some fighting on the unit right 
during the morning when C. B. Highrs elements attempted to 
clear some enemy posts in the built-up area near the Senio 
opposite Fusignano. During this advance C.B . Highrs took 
32 prisoners. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 20- 21 Dec 44; 
(H.S.)145 . 2C5013 (Dl): Report on Operations of C. B. Highra 
for period 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44; 2 Cdn Armd Regt Account) 

255 . On the right Perth R. c ommenced moving forward 
on the Via Chiara shortly after C.B . Highrs passed through 
to the left flank. At 0048 hours (21 Dec) the battalion 
reached the junction of the Via Chiara and the Via 
Gr a ttacoppa - a lateral road linking the Via Chiara and the 
Via San Antonio - where it halted its advance and consol­
idated . In mopping up this area Perths captured over 20 
prisoner s and a 28 cm Nebelwerfer battery. Brigade Head­
quarters, meanwhile, had brought Ir R.C . forward, and at 
0225 hours the leading companies of the latter unit began 
to pass through Perth R. Two of the Irish sub-units advanced 
northeastwards along the Via Grattacoppa , and at 0625 hours 
these, after a light brush with a retreating party of enemy, 
r eached the Via S. Antonio. Without pausing they continued 
their movement north a l ong the la~tor road towards the Senio. 
They encountered no opp osition, and at 0705 hours faced up 
to the river at the junction of the Via S . Antonio and the 
Via Rossetta . On the left the other companies of Ir R.C . 
reached the Senio slightly earlier, at 0645 hours, after an 
uneventful advance up Via Chiara. By midday the situation 
was that 11 Cdn Inf Bde had two :.nfan try battalions sup­
ported by a squadron of tanks and anti-tank guns facing up 
to the Senio along a 4000 yard fr·ont . Still, however, the 
enemy from positions on the near bank dominated the ap­
proaches t o the river at a number of places along this front. 
During the following few days the brigade was engaged in 
attempts to clear the east dyke, and to improve its open 
right flank between the Senio and Munio . (11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log{ 20- 21 Dec 44; W.D. , Perth R., 20-21 Dec 44; 
Ir R. C. Report;. On 21 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde, which had re ­
mained on the Munio as a firm base for the 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
operations, withdrew into res erve at Ravenna . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report) 
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256 . Of these operations between 10 and 21 Dec , the 
Report compiled by Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Div has the 
following t o say: 

The whole of the action from the LAMONE to the 
Sl!NIO had been characterized by particularly 
heavy mortar and shel l firs . The country was 
very open, little cover · other than canals and 
ditches being available. This made accurate 
fire on t he part of the enamy oomparatively 
simple . Enemy MGs enfiladed the ditches and 
other cover was accurately r egistered by his 
mortars and artillery . There were very few 
r outes for\Vard and o.11 of those with their 
defiles were well known to the e.iJ.any who kept 
constant harr assing fire on them. Thr oughout 
most of the time he had good observation of the 
area, in many localiti es movement by day being 
almost impossible . Coupled to this was the 
f act thc.t the forward troops had to r em9.in in 
slit trenches in ground thet would ha ve been 
wet even without the r ni.iJ. that accompanied us 
through out the oper et ion ., 

The enemy had intended hol 1ing this particular 
piece of ground at all costs . Thi s has been 
proved by enemy order s captured. He yi elded 
only aft er having boen thor oughly defeat ed by 
t r oops who fought for many days und er ever y 
disadvant age of ground and weather against an 
enemy whose supporting woapons provid ed him 
with an · amount of supporting fir e n:Lmost equal 
to ours. Ground nnd woath0r oombinod to r oduoe 
tho eff ectiveness of our supericrity in armour 
and a ir to a snnll port ion of its ~onnol effect . 

( 5 Cdn P..rmd Div llir tory Of Operations) 

During this 11 day period th e division had adve.no ed slightly 
more t han four miles , cros s ed f ivo soplirate water courses 
and taken 514 prisoners. ( (H~ S . )21,.4C5 . 02J( Dl) : 5 Odn Armd 
Div . Int elligenc e Summaries Nos 83 , 12 Dec 44 and 93 , 22 Deo 
44). 

Thero was , by this timo , one accepted oharaoter istio 
ot these Dec ember battl es - the y always had a definite 
b eginning a nd a de:t'inito elld j they b egan a.t one 
wat er obstacle and ended on the near bank of the 
next . Never was a f resh brigade committ ed simpl y 
t o exploit between r ivers . 

(McAvity , p~ cit , pp 176- 7} 

257. Thus by midni ght 21 Dec , the s ituation on l 
Cdn Corps front had consid ere."Oly chnnged s ince the start of 
t he main oper ations on 10 Dec . Bagnacava l l o had been oc- · 
cupied and the enemy sever el y handled i n the 10 days figit­
ing from the Lrunone to the Senio. As a r esult of the efforts 
of both its divisions , l Cdn Corp s could claim a scor e or · 
three Tiger s , nine Penthe rs, and seven enemy assault guns , 

J 
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kno cked out und o. prisoner b ng of 13 offic ers and 1219 ORs , ii 
But sti 11 tho eneny , a ided by tho nrr turo of the t orrmn , ho.d 
r ota.inod the initiative , o.n<l on gr ound :, f his own choo sing , 
the high !lnd con :.n.nding dykes of th e 8cnio River, awa ited 
tho noxt b Qttlo .~ But bofor o t his occurred, however , nuch 
rcnainod to b0 done on both flanks of tho C0rps . Bo+.woon 
1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Corps tho cnony wo.s sti 11 up t o t ho 
Naviglio and t o the north he still controllcd tho ::l.ren oou th 
of th e Vc.lli di Coni..-ia cchio .. (W.D . = G.S. , H . Q, . 1 Cdn Corps , 
Dcconber 1944 : ,: .. ,px 96 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Sunna ry No . 1 88 ) 

OHRISTM~"J3 RELIEFS - 1 CDN INF DIV, 22- 2.5 DEC 44 

2.58 . Duri ng tho ten do.y peri od botwcen 22 De c am 
tho end of the ye cx a. series o f r oliofs gn v8 all units of 1 
Cdn Inf Div n short poriod of r ost and an opportunity to 
sha.r.:: the ChristLlll. s r a tions out of r c..ng(_, of the onony a rti 1-
l ory o.nd the noise of b o.ttl c . While those reliefs wero in 
progress units on thG loft flunk of tho Division continued to 
pr oss fo r ward a.gn.inst heavy oncny op)osi ti on on thu Cotignolo. 
front . Conbinod pressure on the scliont b~twocn 1 Cdn Inf 
Div o.nd .5 Corps succoodod in forcing tho onony fron tho 
Lar:.10110 but ho continued to hold , first :it the Vecchio uni , 
lator , on tho Naviglio in thB a.rca. of the inter- corps bound­
ary:. It was not until th e fir st wook in J .:m unry thc.. t the 
onony defences in this l atter a.rca. were broken , o.nd units of 
both Corps roach e d the Senio . (SUOJ.Jnry of Ops , by Div Hist 
Offr , 22 - 31 Doc 44 ; W. D., G.S., H. Q, . 1 Cdn Inf Div , 22 De c 
44) 

259 . On 22 Doc, H. Q, . 1 Odn Inf Div wa s confrontod 
with tho double t o.sk Of arranging re liuf for its tir od units 
and of carrying .. m , c:.. t the sane ti no , t ho o porn.ti ons to 
cleer the encr.iy f r on its left flanko rlliilo tho cmplico.ted 
schedule of reliefs was b eing V\Orkod out 1 Odn Inf Bde wa s 
ordered to patrol vi gor ously to dot err.lino th0 oneny v s 
F . D.L•s . and the engineers t o oo nplot0 tbc r cnovo.l of Dinos 
and oyen up rout a s for arnour and other support arns . 
(W. D., G. S ., H . ~. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 22 Doc L'r4; W. D., H.<i . 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 22 Doc 44) . Both R.C . R. and Hast & P . E . R. reported 
tho oncmy on their front still hol ding tho nonr bank of the 
S.:mio (W. D., R. C. R., 22 Doc 44 ; '.l .D ., Ho.st & P . :::: . R., 22 boc 
44 ). On tho l eft flank , wncro our F .D. L's followed roughly 
the line of tho Vi a Madrara bvtwoon tho No.viglio and tho 
La.mane , 48 Highrs and R.C .D. wcro also in conta ct with tho 

li Prisoners t aken s i nc e t ho beginning or the campaign on 30 Nov 
t ot all ed 14 officers vnd 1653 Other Ranks , and of t hat total 
1 of fi cer and 434 Other Ranks w0r o t ukon pr ior t o D0oonbor 
11th . (W .D., G. S. i H.Q, .• 1 C (~n Corps , Dooombor 1944, J .. ppx 42: 
I nt SUl'.!JID.ar y No . l?b ) 

Ja£ Tho oncrncus f l ood b~nk i s 35 f oot high, 150 f oot trom 
bnnk top t o bnn k t op . Ri iror a C.irty, nudC.y str can. 
Ono lo~go is 10 y~rds wicu, than tho banks slopo 
str ni ght down to r ivoro 

titaly - Topogr aphical Not es , P• 31) 
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enemy. On the right flank of the Division, where Sear ortb 
of C. was holding the line of the Senio fr om 1 Cd.n Inf Bde 
right flank n orth t o the 5 Arr1C: Div b oundar\Y, ther e was little 
ao ti vi ty on 22 Dec . With the ex :.eption of a few pockets on 
the near side of the river , the bulk of the enemy was lick­
ing its wounds behind the high r iver dykes. Pa trols went 
out during t he day , and minor clashes occurred between them 
and is ol ated enemy elements on the near side of the river . 
No attempt was made , however, t o climb t he dykes or recon­
noitre the river area. (V!.D. , Seaforth of a., 22 De c 44; 
W. D., 48 Highrs , 22 Dec 44) . Nearl y three miles t o the 
south , e l ements of 5 Corps meeting with only li ght opposition, 
reached Pie ve di Cesato (3729) during the day. Throughout 
the day our artillery and e. il·or aft engaged numerous targe ts 
west of the Senio . (W.D . , G. S. , R. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , December 
1944 : Ap~x 95 , Ops Summary No. 60 ; W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 
22 Deo 44J(See Map 6) 

260 , During the njght 22 123 Dec active patrolling 
on the Seaforth front c onfi rmed t hat the enemy still held 
firm positions on the near side or the Senio in the area of 
S. Poli to (360401) (W. D., Seafor t "" of c., 23 Dec 44) . On 
the left flank of the division 1 Cdn Int' Bde put in a 
"Crocodile" attack on a group of: houses near the Senio about 
one mile north of Cotignola. This attack , carried out by an 
R. C. R. platoon and one flameth::'ovmr from "C" Sqn 12 R. T. R., 
was the first crocodil e attack in Italy. 

At about midnight the crooodile moved f orward, 
picked up the i nfantry ~latoon on the way and 
proceeded into the l itt l e village . The effect 
was stupendous; t he midnight sky was l it up f or 
miles ar ound and the houses blazed furiously . 

( (H . S. )234Cl . 013(D22) : Ac coun t of Operations 
29 Nov 44 t o 11 Jan 45 by 12 R. T. R. ) 

The infantry platoon, no doub t a bit wary, was slow in 
following up the atta ck , and the enemy (if there were any)K 
escaped across th e river. Lea7ing b ehind a standing patr ol, 
the r emainder of the pl a t oon wl ~c'=-2w from the area. then 
under heavy mortar fire f ro:n t~e enemy s ide of the r iver . 
(W. D. , R. C.R . , 22 Dec 44) 

261. During th e morn ing of 23 Dec R. C. D. attempted 
to es t ablish contact with 9 R.F .Kii of 56 Inf Div, which was 
then at the inter-corps b o-:.mdR~y on the Lamone opposite 
Le Tombe , but was stopped just s outh of the Rus s i - Granarolo 
railway bridge by str ong machi ne gun fi r e . (W . D. , H. Q. 1 
Cdn Inf Bde, 23 Dec 44; 1 Cdn Armd C, Regt, 23 Dec 44) . At 
this time t he patter n of enemy opposi tion encountered by 

K No bodies , referred to as "R oa~ ts 11 , were found in the 
burnt out area . Possibly the arty fire , prior t o the 
attack drove the enemy off befcre the flame thrower 
r eached the houses . (W.D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde,Decent>Er 1944: 
1~ppx 11A 11

, Ops Summary, 23 Dec 44) 

Kil ~9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers I City of London Regiment ) 
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R.Q . D. and by patrols from 48 Highrs indicated the presence 
of a new "Switch Line" a shor t di s tance forward of the 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde F . D.Ls . (W . D., 48 Bighrs , 23 Dec 44) . West of the 
Naviglio in the course of the same day Hast & P. E.R. succeeded 
in extending 1 ts left flank southward t o the line of the Via 
Mad.rara . (W. D., Bast & P.E.R . , 23 Dec 44) 

262. Meanwhile , at Divisional Headquarters, a 
l engthy pr ogramme of reliefs , scheduled to take place during 
the Christmas season, had been drawn up (W. D., H. Q. l Cdn 
Inf Bde , 23 Dec 44 ). The first step towards carrying out 
this progr amme t ook place during the morning of 23 Dec when 
3 Cdn Inf Bde withdrew into r eserve. Brigade Headquarters 
was established i n a h ouse on the outskirts of Godo but 1 due 
to the shortage of suitable acconunodation1 its three battalions 
wer e scatter ed over an area extending as much as four miles t o 
the north and N . ,!!; . The weather was clear and cold and an 
occasional snow flurry gave a Chrlstmas atmospher e t o the new 
surroundi ngs. To the survivors of the 11 0rtona Crossr oads and 
Casa Ber ardi 11 battle this Christmas seas on pr esented a s trik­
ing contrast to th~t of t he previ ous year when, after hurriedly 
consuming their festive fare in the battle area , they had 
gone for ward t o c omplete the b l oody Ortona j ob . Here, a year 
later, away fr om the noise of ba ttle, the whole brigade enter ed 
into the Christmas festivitie s with the feeling tha t it would 
be their l ast away fr om home , and ev~rything possible was 
done to make it a happy one . In this area the tired infantry 
were able t o find shelter and share t he fire of the Italian 
villagers (R . 22e R. was billeted i n Piangipane , Carlt & Yor k 
R. at Santerno and West N. S. R. at S. Michel e) , while 
Christmas mail and parcels brought news and bits of Christmas 
cheer from l oved ones thousands of miles away . Cocktail 
parties in the officers ' messes started the f estivities on 
Christmas Eve , fol lowed by midnight Mass for the R. C. per son­
nel . Early morning services for the Protestants on Christmas 
Day followed by a turkey dinner for all and a c.w.A.C. oon­
cer~ party in the evening completed the festive rotmd . No 
doubt the Italian 11 Vino 11 helped to cheer many of the "old 
timers 11 , and ace mm t ed in part for the f r3quency of such 
r emar ks as "my bes t Chris t;ias in f ive years " r eported by 
the diarist of Carlt & York R~ (W . D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
23- 25 Dec 44 ; W. D. , R. 22e R., 23- 25 Dea; W. D., West N. S.R., 
23- 25 Dec 44 ; W. D., Carl t & York R., 23- 25 Dec 44) 

263 . But the troops of 3 Cdn Inf Bde wer e n ot the 
only ones t o enjoy a happy Cbrle ·l;m$lS ~ For; by careful manip­
ulati on of the remaining unit~ in 1 Cd.n Inf Div, Gener a l 
Fos ter was able to bring t hre e other b~tt~lions out of the 
line f or the holiday s eason . R. C. D. was reor~anized as two 
f oroes of two squadrons each , known as VICTOR FORCE and 
SUGAR FORCE, and ordPr ed to take over the 2 Cdn In!' Bde 
s eotor . Eaoh force had the equiva l ent of o~e i nfan try 
c ompany, formed f r om personnel of 2 L.A. A. Regt, under c om­
mand, while Regi mental Headquarte~s R. C. D. had one squadron 
of 12 R . T~R. and one coy Sask L. I , avail£ble 1n support . 
R. C. D. took over the .front during the night 23/24 Dec with 

· "Sugar For ce" on the r ight and "Victor Force " on the l eft . 
(W. D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt , 23 Dec 44) . P. P. C. L. I . and L. 
Edmn R. then passed into r eserve , and Seaforth of c. shifted 
left and r elieved R. C. R. and Hast & P. E. R. of l Cdn Inf Bde . 
One c ompany of R.C. R. r emained in the line on the extr eme 
l eft flank of the Divis i on, whore it had taken over fr om 
R. C. D. Thus b y ,24 Dec the 1 Cdn Inf Di v had regr ouped so 
as t o l eave a mini mum of troops i n the F . D~ Ls . (W .D., K. Q. 

I 
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2 ~dn Inf Bd 23 D - e , ec 44; W. D., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 23 Dec 
44) 

264 . During the nigh t 2Z/24 Dec L . Edmn R. moved by 
T. C.V's all the way t o the sea- s ide t own of Cervia where they 
remained until 26 Dec when they i~::U:-ned t o the line and 
relieved the Seafor ths . P~P . c: L . I . moved back a much shorter 
distance t o Borg di S~ecch (4137 ) on the morning o~ 24 Deo 
where they were soon r elative-J c omfort abl y situated . Al­
though Bagnacavailc was out of b ounds t o a ll troops , and the 
a r ea provided no loca l pl aces of am~sement.s 1 the battalion 
organized its Christmas on a grand scale . A conducted theatre 
party visited BagnacavaJlo on Christmas night, and the "Sally 
Ann 11 organized a sing- Dong in i..ho ba tt':.~ i on area . Like L . 
Edmn R. , Hast & P .:!: . R. spen t t:1e1 .... Ch:•istmas well c·it of the 
battle area in Ca~tolica rmer e ~tcy enjoyed the more varied 
recreational fac i li t i es of t :ie .11d,..la t ic coastal towns-. 
{W . D. , L. EdnmR . , 23-25 Dec 4.1 ; '.Y . Da . P.? . C. L. I. , 23- 25 Dec 
44; W. D., Hast & P . E~R ., 23- 25 Dec 44) 

265 . On 24 and 25 Dec ther e was little activity on 
1 Cdn Inf Div f r ont . The enemy made no effort to disturb 
our positions, and our forces i n view of their r educed 
numbers made little effort to prc1oke h im. During the night 
23/24 Dec an R. C.R . patrol co~~acted 9 R,F. (at 378315) 
between the Vecchio and the Lamo!"e ae on~ a mile south of the 
ra ilwal but s aw n o sign of the en)my.n (':".D., R. C. R., 
December 1944 : Appx 17, BattJe 11 .irr ative 11D11 Company) . At 
this time 48 Highrs, like R. C. R.: had only one company in 
the line with t he r Jmaining cc~pciies in t he r ear (but within 
the Bde area) where they were able to get a good night's 
sleep and have their Christmas dinner with some de cree of 
comfort. In the case of 48 Hi~hrs , the for ward company ' s 
dinner was carried in to them bef or e daybr eak in hay-boxes. 
(W. D., R. C. R., 24-25 Dec 44 ; Y; . Do , 48 Highrs , 24- 25 Dec 44) . 
Seaforth of c. and R. C. D., howr..ver, vfaose companies were 
widnly extended and in close conr~ct with the enemy, made 
arrangements to have their Cb.l'i ~~ ~s dinner at a l ater date . 
R. C. D. reported on Chris tcras D~y a ccm~l ~a lack of shell 
and mortar fire, as if a planr.ld h•t:ce had been e rrangedo 
(W. D., l Cdn Armd c~ Regt (R . C.D ) , 24-25 Dec 4~; W>D., 
Seaforth of a., 24M~5 Dec 44) 

266 . On c.:irj <; tJ1qo Day pc~ ... c-<>l J!ICS:Jages from both 
the Army Co!IJJT!~nder and "Lae Cc..1-_:hHter .t t..J11 Cor ps were dis ­
tributed to a J_ l ra~3 . Gen f'c~ i: ·as , in his m~q!S '\ge , c on­
gratu1P.ted his men for their r.ar ·~~ in bringin g oertBin 
victory within s ight: and reviewed their accomplishments 
during the recent campaign . Rj.s ~:iessage in part follows : 

A year agor the end of the war with Germany 
seemed re~ote. Today , the fight has been carried 
into Germany itself, and we can feel rea s onably 
certain that on Chris tm'\s Day 1945 the war with 
Germany will be overo You who have b een fighting 
for a year and a ha~f in It~ly may think that your 
par t in bringing a oer• l in vj ctory wi thin sight 
has been overshadowed hy more spec t ecular fighting 
on the Wes t er n fron t.. I can assure you tha t your 
comrades in Belgium and Holland realize how much 

---------
il See Map 6 
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you have contributed to the defeat of the Hun. 
The Fift h and Eighth Armias are containing more 
than twenty- five German divisions , divisions wh ich 
Hi tler desperately needs t o defend Germany itsel f . 
Since the bitter Chr istmas Day at Ortona , you have 
smashed through two strong pr epared German defenc e 
lines, the Hitler a nd the Gothic Lines , and have 
carried the fighting onto the plains of Lombardy , 
making it possibl e f or a llied a ircraft to bomb 
Germany fr om Italian bases . 

You have now completed your part in the first 
phase of the pr esent operation, under adver se 
weather conditions and over water-logged terrain . 
Since 1 Dec you have cleared the enemy from more 
than 145 square mil es of Italian t erritory - suf­
fici ent for a two and one - half acr e allotment for 
each Canadian soldier in Italy. You have forced 
the enemy from three strong natural def ence l ines , 
liberated a city, Ravenna , four towns ~ thirty 
villages and nearly one thousand smalier inhabitated 
pl aces , and you have materially assisted 5 Cor ps 
in the capture of Faenza . You have forced the 
enemy commander to withdraw a division from 
another part of the front in order t o r einforce 
this sec tor and you havo now sever el y maul ed this 
new divisi on . 

You have taken more than 1, 600 prisoners and 
have killed or wounded probably twice that number 
of enemy.. All arms and services have done their 
part in this task . The gunners have smashed the 
enemy 1 s defences with over 1200 3- ton l orry- l oads 
of shells -- 184 , 000 r ounds -- and on more than one 
occasion have broken u p enemy counter - attacks. In 
addition to opening mor e than 200 miles of r oad, 
the sapper s have er ected more than a half a mile 
of bridging . Many of the twent y- nine br idges were 
completed under hostile mortar and artiller y fir e . 
The Signals have l aid down some 2600 miles of 
field cable , providing communications without 
which control of the battles would have been impos ­
sible . Despatch riders have deliver ed since l Dea 
no l ess than 28, 000 packe t s . 

(W . D. , 9 Cdn Armd Regt , December 1 944 : Appx 14) 

5 CDN ARMD DIV ON THE SENIO, 21-31 DEC 44 

26? . The closing days of the ol d year saw 5 Cdn 
Armd Div engaged in a number of small-sca le operations 
des igned t o clean- up its front a l ong the Seoio , and at the 
same time extend its r ight flank north- eas t between the 
Sen!o and the Naviglio towards Route 16 and Alfonsine~ At 
this time considerable gaps existed in the line while the 
enemy still dominated the approaches t o the east dyke, and 
in addition controlled the whole of the area on the right 
flank, north-east of Ir R. C. and Lan & Ren Scot R. F . D. L 1s 
a l ong the Via San Antonio .arid G. G. H. G. advanced troop on 
the Navigl io (see para 196) . Steps to roll back the enemy 
on the flank were taken that morning when two squadrons of 
G. G. H. G. moved into position on the Via San Antonio , one at 
the junction with the Vi a ·Rossetta, the other at that with 
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the Via Grattacoppa, and commenoed to probe forward towards 
the next road, the Via Bellaris . In the afternoon, as 12 
Cdn Inf Bde withdrew into reserve, Headquarters 5 Cdn !rmd 
Div plaoed two companies of Lan & Ren Scot R. temporarily 
under command 11 Cdn Inf Bde a s additi onal flank protection . 
By 1805 h ours the Lanark sub- units had taken position· near 
the south- eastern end of the Via San Antonio (413437 -
419433) . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 21 Dec 44; (H. S . ) 
24405 . 016(05): 5 Cdn Armd Div Intention, 21 Dec 44) 

268 . The only activity worthy of note during the 
afternoon of 21 Dec took place on the right flank, where 
G. G. H. G. ma.de some progress , There , the right ( 11 B11 ) Squadron 
of the armoured r egiment pushed forward to the vicinity of 
the Via Bellaria , where they occupied a number of buildings, 
Casa Bastogi (418446) and Casa Baldi-Randi (417448) . At both 
these places the enemy was 1n evidence but withdrew without 
a fight as the tanks approached . A similar thrust by ''A" 
Squadron t o the eas t along the Via Rossetta , however , drew a 
spirited r esponse from the enemy , There,he was not only dug 
in along the dykes on both sides of the r iver , but was 
aotuall y oooupying hous es along the road itself . From all 
of thes e poured forth a heavy volume of small a rms, mortar , 
and bazooka fire as the G. G. H. G. tanks moved up the r oad . 
Despite a close engagemen t of the enemy post~ the tanks were 
unable to silenoe them, so, after advancing severa l hundred 
yards, they withdrew late 1n the afternoon into their original 
positions. (11 Cdn Inf' Bde Oparations Log, 21 - 22 Dec 44; 
G. G.H . G. History Chapter VIII)(See Map 3) 

269. On the foll owing day, 22 Dec, 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
effected certain changes in unit dispositions along its frait . 
On the left. between Fusignano and the inter - divisional 
boundary, C. B. Highrs advanced its F . D.L ' s slightly (to the 
l ine 381 431- 377425- 373420) . In the centre , Perth R. reli eved 
Ir R.c. of responsibility for the sector between the Via 
Chiara and Fusignano . The latter unit took over the right 
f l ank of t he brigade along Via San Antonio, and at 1615 hours 
r elieved Lan & Ren Scot R. near the Fosso Munio . The Ianarks 
then . ceased to be under command 11 Cdn Inf Bde and moved back 
to Ravenna . By the night 22/23 Dec the enemy had apparentl y 
oonsiderably strengthened his posts on the east bank of the 
Senio. For , along the whole front , the patrols ran into 
heavy M. M. G. and mor tar fire and suffered a number of casu-
a l ties , Despite this C. B. Highrs established an advanced 
post on the fl oodbank in the area of its l eft sub - unit . In 
this sector alone the enemy had 12 M, G. posts on the near 
bank of the river . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Opera tions Log, 22-23 Deo 
44 ; W,D,, C. B. Higbrs, 22 Dec 44; 1N.D . , Lan & Ren Scot R. , 
22 Dec 44) 

270 . In the meantime , on the morning of 22, Deo, 
Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd DLv had assigned t o G. G. H. G. the task 
of clearing the east bank of the 8enio from the right flank 
of 11 Cdn Inf Bde up to the line of the railway . To assist 
the armour ed unit in driving the enemy f r om the bui lt- up 
ar eas along the Via Rossetta, 11 B11 Coy Ir R.c . was placed 
under its command . This combined inf an try-tank for ce was 
known , from the name of its commander, Lt- Col A. K. Jordan, 
E. D., commanding officer of G. G. H. G. , as "Jordan Force ". 
The ground over which "Jordan Force" was to oper ate during 
the several days of its existence is described in the fol l ow­
i n g passage from the G. G. H. G. history: 
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••• bounded by the Senio on the north and the 
Naviglio on the south , forming a quadrilater al 
running four miles to the north- east , and narrow­
ing from a width of two miles along the Via Chiara , 
to l ess than a mile a t Highway 16. At each end 
ot the Via"Chiara , a main lateral road ran out to 
Highway 16. The Via Neviglio, along the bottom, 
ran north of the Canal which bore the same name 
and closely followed its course, but the Via 
Rossetta follaned the Senio for only a third of the 
way , when it swung off at a shn.rper angle , reeching 
Highway 16 one hundred yards north of the Via · 
Navigl i o . A minor track continued below the bank . 
These two :main l e.terals were j oinod and the area 
criss-crossed by a variety of trucks and footpnths, 
but the Fosso Munio , whioh ran parallel and nort11 
of the Via Naviglio was a c ompl et e tank obstacle . 
On the t op right hand corner, the town 6f Alfonsine 
sprawl ed across both sides of the Senio , west of 
Highway 16. The whole a r ea was fl nt , but tho trees 
and hedgerows provided some cover and the ground 
was su:ffi6iently firm t o allow crass country 
manoeune. The weather was dry throughout most· of 
the period , so we were seldom conf'inod to r oads . 

(G.G. H. G. Rogimontal History Chapter VIII) 

271. During the s rune morning ( 22 Deo ) , one troop or 
"A" Squadron ma.de a cross country runt o the Via Bellaria ·and 
north along this r oad to the vicinity of the Via Rossetta 
where they engaged in a fire fight with tho enemy. When they 
had exhausted their s uppl y ar ammunition , the ·tanks withdrew 
south along the Via Bellari a to Casa Bustogi. In view of the 
spirited r eacti on of the enemy, Lt-Ool Jordan deci ded to put 
in an infantry assault along the .Via Rossetta t hat night 
under cover of darkness . As yet, however , the enemy opposite 
"B" Squaciron , had shown l i ttle inclinat i on to hol d h!s gr ound. 
There G.G . H. G. advanced east from the Vin Bellaria nnd seized c. 
Fus ohini ( 42144 3) , a house on the right 400 yards f' rom the 
Munio 1 and Casa ·Granar oli (422447), a building 400 yards east 
ot Casa Bastogi . In the af'ternoon the D.A.F. took advantage 
of a slight improvement i n flying conditions to put in "PIG"Jl 
attacks along the Via Rossetta and Vie Naviglio east of the 
forwa rd troop positions: 

• 

These were not the succulent , little animals , l ooted 
from the Itie farmyards, but e new 'form or tactical 
air support , which invo 1 vod a l ow l e val strafi ng 

This type of attack was improvised during the l ast 
period of ops end is best describod as a "bad weather 
TIMOTHY". When lCY.v cloud me.de bombing impossible , 
necessity once more becano tho Dother of invention, 
and attempts were 'n;ade to carry out strafing attacks 
at under 1,000 f't . These attempts proved so successf'ul 
that this method of att aok b~cwm gener a lly adopted. 

( (H .S. )24905 . (Dl5): Report on All 
Operations in Support of l Cdn Oorps, 
2 Dec 44 - 5 Jan 45) 
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expedition on enemy targets , in extremely close 
proximity to the line of our forward troops. The 
first Pig strafed the dyke along the Via Rossetta 
with its cannon and machine guns, A Squadron having 
laid down red smoke •. • to guide the planes in, and 
mark our forward positions . The second Pig was sub­
ject t o much less prepara tion and oame in very sud­
denly on the house along the Nav:1.glio a mile north 
east of C Squadron . The fo~ward troops were nicked 
by the beginning of the fira, and for a terrified 
moment , we thought the aircraft was going to attack 
our own troops. Fortunately no damage was done and 
the Pig got the enemy position. 

(G. G.H. G. Regimental History) 

That night the Ir R. C. company near the Munio advanced and 
took up new positions between Casa Fuschini and the crossing 
of the Via Bellaria over the Fosso Munio (423439). Thus, as 
"B" Coy Ir R. C. prepared to l aunch its attack, the only reme.~n­
ing enemy positions west of the Via Bellaria were those fac ­
ing i t astride the Via Rossetta. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log , 22 Deo; W. D. , G.G. H. G. , 22 Dec 44; W. D., H, Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 22 Dec 44) 

272 . . At 2220 hours (22 Dec) Ir R. C. supported by 
"Wa sp" flamethr owers opened 1 ts attack along the Via Rossetta . 
As they advanced eastwards the Irish encountered increasingly 
heavy opposition and eventually they called the "Wasps" for ­
ward to clear the way . "The horr i fied screams of the Germans 
bore l oud and eloquent witness to the effeotiveness of the 
f lamethrowers'' (G. G. H. G. History)., In the faoe of this attaok, 
the enemy had n o alternative but to fall back, and by 0300 
hours the Irish had reached the Juno ti on of the Via Bellaria 
and the Via Rossetta and es tablished a firm positi on . Un­
fortmiately as the flamethrowers had by this time exhausted 
thei~ supply of fuel, the enemy were able to reestablish them­
selves on the dyke . Tanks of G. G.H. G. on the Via Bellaria 
attempted to give fire support, b~t so close was the figh \ ing 
in the darkness that they were able to render only limi \ ed 
aasistanoe , During the night, however, a G. G. H.G . squadron 
moved into fir e positions on the Via Bellaria and the two 
tracks lying r espectivel y 400 and 700 yards east of it, and 
after first light kept the eneoy o~ the dyke under heavy fi r e , 
The latter replied with bazooka and mortar fire, and succeeded 
in knocking out one Stuart belonging ~o the left- hand troop , 
In spite of a s teadily increasing fall of snow which gradually 
reduced the r ange ' of vision until it was almost zer o , the 
tanks continued to fir e until just before last light . At 
that time, a l though the Irish 11 B11 Company h..,ld the road 
junction, the enemy bad regained cont~cl of the Via Rossetta 
between the Via Bellaria and thP · ~a San Antonio . (11 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log, 29 ... ~" Dec 44 ; W. D. , G. G. H.G. , ·23 
Deo 44; W. ~. , Ir R.O . , 33 Dec 44) 

273 . On the following mornin~ (23 Dec) Lt- Col Jordan 
rec eived a second Ir R.C . company ("C ) under connnand , and 
made plans t o r esume the attack that night . This time Lt- Col 
Jordan intended to by-pass the strong enemy positions along 
the Senio by an advance across country to the Via Utili, 700 
yards to the east of the Via Bell aria , then north along it t o 
the Via Rossetta, and along the l a st- named road to its 
junction a mile farther to the east with the Via Bastogi . 

I• 

I 
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This attack, which began at midnight,made good pr ogress until 
0215 hours when three of the tanks struck mines. The force 
was at that time within a few hundred yards of the Via Utili -
Via Rossetta junction, and Lt- Col Jordan ordered them to con-

. solidate for the night while the Irish pioneers found a way 
through the minefield . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 23- 24 
Dec 44; .G. G. H. G. Regimental History, Chapter VIII; W.D . , 
G. G.H.G. , 23- 24 Dec 44). On the following morning; 24 Dec a 
second squadron of G. G. H. G. left its harbour area on the Via 
Bellaria and struck off across country towards the Via 
Bastogi. By 1000 hours it was on this r oad and moving south 
towards the Fosso Munio , In the vicinity of the Munio the 
squadron was for a time under a rtillery fire, and the assault 
troop accompanying it encountered anti-personnel mines which 
caused some casual ti es . During the af tet'noon Jordan Force 
took up firm positions covering the line of the Via Bastogi 
b etween the Via Rossetta and the Canale Naviglio. That night 
the Engineer s , after constructing a ba rrel culvert ·over the 
Munio and sweeping for mines , op~ned the Naviglio - Bastogi 
route for traffic. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 24 Dec 44 ; 
H. Q,, R. C,E. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 24 Dec 44; G.G . H. G. Regimental 
History Chapter VIII) . During the day Ir R.C., using "Wasps" 
and with a troop of tanks in support,attacked east a long the 
Via Rossetta , and shortly after l ast light linked up with its 
company a t the Via Bellaria junction . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ations Log, 24 Dec 44) 

274 . During the intervenlng period Per th R. and 
C. B. Highrs continued to mo~ ·up enemy positions along the east 
bank on their r espective fronts. During 23 Dec,c.B. Highrs , 
supported by the tanks of Ld S.H., cleared the enemy from 
east of the Senio between the Fus l gnano bridge and the 
boundar y with 1 Cdn Inf Div. In Perth R. sector, however, 
the enemy proved somewhat har der to budge . By 1950 hours, 
23 Dec, the Perths had secured th e river line between the 
Via San Antonio and the Via Chiar a , and ton the following day, 
moved against the enGmy positions on the ir l eft . At 0555 
hours on 24 Dec one platoon rea ched Casa Tesselli (391441) , 
wher e it encountered heavy machine gun an1 mortar fire. 
Bringi ng down mortar fire on the buildings , the Perth platoon, 
supported by a troop of t anks , put in an attack, and by 1350 
hours had occupied the place and rea ched the dyke behind it, 
But an enemy post in another hous ~ (338439) on the Via 
Rossetta several hundred yards west of' Casa Teselli barr ed 
further pr ogress that night o n Christmas Day , in the after­
noon, the Perths seized this l~ttPr p:ace , and that night 
faced up to the Senio near the Fus ignano bridge , Be tween 
them the three units of 11 Cdn Inf Bde now controlled nearly 
6,000 yards of the east bank of the Senio, from the inter­
divisional boundary to opposite t ~e Via Rosse tta - Via 
Bell aria junction . In these posi t ions until their relief 
by units of 12 Cdn Inf Bde on 27 ~ec , they occupied a hold­
ing role only, patrols, sniping d1iels and interchanges of 
morter and artillery fir e being t he chief activities . (11 
Odn Inf Bde Operations Log, 23-24 De c 44; W.D ,, C. B. Highrs, 
23-27 D&c 44; W.D,, Ir R. C., 23-27 De c 44) 

275 , At Headquarters, 5 Cdn Armd Div,and in the unit 
lines of 12 0dn Inf Bde , the divisional artjllery and most 
of the armoured units, Christmas Day 1944 , the sixth of the 
war , was celebrated in the usual fashion . Typical of the 
unit dinners was that of Lan & Ren Soot R., at which , accord­
ing to the unit diarist: 
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Each man received 2 bottles of beer , chocolate 
and punch as he came through the meal line . The 
meal consisted of turkey and o ther f owl, the usual 
vegetables with plum pudding and sauce f or dessert. 
At the tables ther e were or anges , nuts, fruit cake 
and mince pie for everyone . 'I'hough it was crowded 
th& first Christmas party of the Lanark and 
Renfrews was a success . The plentiful supply of 
beer and punch made the situati on ver y fluid . 

The C. B. Highrs pipe band was pressed into service 
for the men's dinner and later appeared at the 
Sergean t' s and Offic er ' s dinners . 

(W.D . , Lan & Ren Scot R. , 25 Dec 44) 

The Headquarters and battalions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde, however, 
spent the day in the line. There , although the men enjoyed 
the traditional Christmas fare, the surroundings were not so 
pleasant . At H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , in fact, officers were 
war ned "to wear their flannel long underwear in case suf­
ficient heat is not obtained in the Mess by dinner time". 
(11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 24 Dec 44) , The food came 
forward in the ration trucks, and was c onsumed mainly in 
company lines . This was 11 Cdn Inf Bde 1s first Christmas so 
spent and, f or this r eas on, was accepted as their due - the 
unit diarist of C.B. Highrs r ec or ds : 

This, our second Christmas in a theatre of opera­
tions and our first in the line , will certainly be 
the least celebrated we've had yet , but it is 
h oped it will pass without much enemy activity, and 
n o doubt it will . However, we have to take our 
turn at these things and all ranks are taking it in 
good part . 

(W:D . , C. B. Highrs, 25 Dec 44) 

Certainly C.B. High.rs had no inten tion of disturbing the 
peace on the 25th, and th eir connnanding officer gave orders 
that the artillery and mortars in that sector would not fire 
except in r e t a liation (ibid). In the event , excep t on the 
Perth R. fr ont, all unit areas r emained quiet during the day, 
as both sides made the most of this, at beat, cheerless 
Christmas . 

276 . On the evening of 27 Dec , at 2200 hours, 12 
Cdn Inf Bde relieved 11 Cdn Inf Bde of all its commitments 
along the east bank of the Senio between the botmdary with 1 
Cdn Inr Div and the line of the Via Bastogi . At the same 
time Ld S.H. and 82 A. Tk Bty R. C. A. (plus one 17 pr tp) 
passed from under command the latter t o under command the 
former bri gade . Unit takeovers • Lan & Ren Soot R., 4 
P. L. D. G. 1 and Westmr R. r eliev.ing C. B. Highrs, Perth R. and 
Ir R. O. r espectivel y• were in a11 cases c ompleted without 
inciden t by 2300 h ours . At this time all three battalions 
of 12 Cdn Inf Bde were organized on a three company basis, 
for P. L. D. G. and Lan & Ren Soot R. had not as ye t received 
sufficient replacemen ts t o make up for their l osses in the 
December fighting - Westmr R. of c ourse was n ormally s o 
or ganized. Thus, while 11 Cdn Inf Bde had had 12 rifle 
companies with which t o hold the line and form unit r eserves, 
12 Cdn Inf Bde had only nine vii th which t o carry out the 
same tasks . Accordingly certain changes had t o be made in 
unit sector s , On the l eft, Lan & Ren Sco t R. , by f orming a 
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reserve from their support company , were able to take over , 
company for company , from C. B. Highrs . In addition, they 
ext ended to the right to occupy the former Perth pos t near 
the Fusignano br idge .* P. L. D. G. also shifted right t o i n ­
clude 1 , 000 yards of the Senio bank to the north- east of the 
Via San Antonio within its sector . On the right flank Westmr 
R. moved into the positions previously occupied by the three 
Irish comnanies at the Via Rossetta - Via Bellaria road 
junction ~nd at the opposite ends of the Via Bastogi . Upon 
completion of the relief, the Hoadquarters and units of 11 
Cdn Inf Bde moved back to Ravenna into the former bi l lets cf 
12 Cdn Inf Bde for a well - deserved but , in. the event , sh or t 
period of r est . ( (B . S . )244C5 . 013(D4) ; Report on Oper ati on s 
12 Cdn Inf Bde peri od 27 Dec 44 to 8 Jan 45 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper at i ons Log, 27- 28 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 27 
Dec 44 ; {H. S . ) 244C5 . 013(D4) : Lan & Ren Scot R., Report on 
Operati ons , 27 Dec 44 to 8 Jan 45) 

277 . During its first two days in the line , 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde made a special effort to obt~in fresh identifications 
of the enemy troops in this sector . For German activity on 
the night 26/27 Dec had led to the belief that be was car ry­
i ng out r eliefs . Intelligence 1 Cdn Corps felt that : 

Something odd is going on in our Norther n sector . 
This evening at 1900 hours heavy vehicle movement 
including tracks was heard .• • on the later a l roads 
N of the SENIO. At 2000 Lours heavy mortar f ire , 
MG and arty fire , opened up NE of Fusignano . The 
general impression was that this was a well tied in 
fire plan designed to hide vehicle movement . Last 
night , similar tactics were used on a smaller scal e . 

I t may be that a r elief i~ going in 114 Jaeger 
Div ' s sector , but the only very s k impy c l ue , apart 
f r om the v0ry heavy traffiG reported both by day 
and night , was the emp]O'S'lJlAnt of phosphorous 
projectiles fired at 4145 . This may be significant , 
as phosphorous had not be~~ usod on our front until 
now. 

(W. D., G.S . Branch, H.Q, 1 Cdn Corps , Dec ember 
1944 : Appx 114 , 1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summar y 
No . 191 , 26 Dec 44) 

Further support was lent to this belief on 27 Dec by a 
civilian report received by 11 A11 Squadron G. G. H. G. that S . S. 
troops had moved into La Mar~harita (439463), a house on the 
Via Rossetta 700 yards to the no. t~0~c t of them. In an 
attempt to conCirm this report , a Wes tmr R. company , sup­
ported by the guns of "A" Sqnndron , put in an o. ttack on this 
place on the foll o:;.in~ d .. J (28 Dec} . This attack , in which 
the Westminsters suffered eight c-qqualtteq , proved unsuccess ­
f ul , due t o the minefields and the sv_ong o~p osition en­
countered . That n ight , although all units patrolled extens ­
i vely i n an effort to obtain pris oners, they failed to make 
contact . Finally on the night 29/30 Dec a n enterprising 
Lan & Ren Scot R. patrol killed t wo enemy in a slit trench 
and brought back their uniform and documents . From these a 
battalion of 16 S .S . Pz Gr Div Rcichs fuhre r was identified 
i n the sector opposite the briga de ~ dft flank . Although 
this indicated tha t t h a new divis ion had relieved 98 Inf ( 

K Upon the completi on of the relie fs the three battalions ~f . 
12 Cdn Inf Bde were located a s follows : P. L. D. G. at 396435 , 
395439 and 402445 ; Lan & Ren Scot R. 371421 , 384423 and 
384428 ; Westmr R. 434459 , 438452 and 414452 . (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operat i ons Log , 27 Dec 44) 
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Div , it did not entirely discount the earlier civilian 
report of S . S. troops on the brigade right f lank, and it 
remained possible that the S. S. division had also replaced 
114 Jaeger Div south of Alfonsine . If this was so, the 
Jaeger Division , with a shorter line , woul d be in a position 
either to thicken up its more vulnerable areas or provide an 
immediate reserve . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report , £E. cit; 1 Cd.n 
Corps Intel l1genoe Summary No . 195 , 30 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Intelligence Summary No . 100 , 31 Dec 44 ; W. D., Westmr R. , 
28 Dec 44) 

278. Late on 28 Dec a squadron of Ld S . H. repl aced 
the G. G.H. G. sub - units with Westmr R. , and the Horse Guards 
then withdrew into reserve and rest at Piangipane . Then on 
the following day at 2200 hours Westmr R. moved out, handing 
over its positions to 1st Battalion Weloh Regiment of 9 (Brit) 
Armd Bde . Westmr R. then concentrated near Villanova , where 
they were on short notice to go forward, in the even t of an 
enemy attack , and establish a firm base on the Fosso Munio . 
Connnand of the sector lying north- east of the Via San Antonio 
now passed to 9 Armd Bde , l eaving 12 Cdn Inf Bde a greatly 
reduced front. Still, however, the Canadian brigade remained 
ver y thin on the ground in the for ward sec tor . Through the 
consequent gaps between unit and sub- unit areas , the enemy 
i nfiltrated to r eestabl ish weapon posts on the east dyke , and 
har ass the scatter ed Canadian positions . During the ~fter" 
noon of 30 Dec, P. L. D. G., using portable flamethrowers (Life­
buoys) and with tank support, knocked out four such M. G. 
posts on the east bank near Casa Tesselli . That night enemy 
fighting patrols crossed to the east bank in two places and 
attacked platoon P.ositions of Lan & Ren Scot R. Both these 
attacks , wh ioh came in on the b r igade left f l ank between the 
Lanarks and R. C. D., wer e beaten o~f with loss to the enemy. 
On the next night (31 Dec) the Germans struck at the left 
forward company of P. L. D.G. This attack was preceded by a 
20 minute ar tillery concentration on the company area and 
caused battalion headquarters , in anticipation of a stronger 
enemy effor t than proved to be the cas e , to order all compan­
ies to s tand-to . Then at 2200 hours , just as the att ack came 
in , an enemy demoliti on party blew down one wall of the 
company headquarters burying t he line set and wireless set 
and cutting all communicati ons . The situetion became quite 
obscure , and Brigade Headquarters a l erted Westmr R. pl acing 
them on immediate notice t o move forward . Actually the 
P. L. D. G. sub- unit concerned had r estored the situation by 
2240 hours , and dri ven the enemy , es timated to be about 28 
in number , back across the river . (W. D. , G. G.H . G. , 28 Dec ; 
(H .S. ) 274B9: 008(Dl)J W. D., H.Q. 9 Armd Bde Gp , 29 Dec 44 ; 
12 Ca.n Inf Bde Report; W. D. , P.L. D.G., 30- 31 Dec 44; W. D., 
Lan & Ren Scot R. , 30- 31 Dec 44 ; W. D. , Westmr R. , 31 Dec 44) 

279 . As the old year came t o a c l ose both sides put 
on an artillery display; the enemy firing anti - aircraft 
t r acer s and f l ares into the air, the Canadians artill ery 
shel ls i nto the German positions . On 30 Dec Army Group Head­
quar ters decided to call off the offensive, and ordered 
Eighth Army t o halt on the li.ne of the Senio for the winter 
months . On the same da~ Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf Bde ordered 
its units to construct a defensive l ay-out by sandbagging, 
wir ing, and l ayi ng minefields. (W. D. , Lan & Ren Scot R., 31 Dec 
44 ; W. D., P. L. D. G. , 31 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 
1 Jan 45) 
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MINOR OPERATIONS AGAINST THE ENEMY SALIENT ON THE LEFT FLANK 
1 CDN INF DIV, 26 - 31 D~o ..;..i 

280. Although the enemy withdrew on 21 Dec in the 
central sector of the front, he retained two important 
salients on either flank of 1 Cdn Corps. That in the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div sector ran from just north of Cotignol~ where the 
Navigl1o runs only 800 yards from the Senio,along the canal 
to the Via Madrara bridge then east to the Fosso Vecchio and 
south to the inter-corps boundary. (See Map 6) . The enemy 
forces holding this salient were believed to be from 278 and 
356 lnfantry Divisions. ht Christmas the possibility of a 
Canadian attack across the Senio ~till existed and a safe 
l eft flank was thus of vital importance to 1 Cdn Inf Div.* 
Accordingly Headquarters 1 Cdn Inf Div order ed l Cdn Inf Bde 
to take innnediate steps to clear the salient. (W.D., G.S. 
Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, Dec ember 1944: Appx 123, Intelligence 
Summary No. 193; W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 25 Dec 44) 

281. On Boxing DaJ) 1 Cdn Inf Bde, using R. C. R. sup­
ported by a troop of tanks.thrust south between the Vecchio 
and the Naviglio in an attempt to turn the enemy's Veoohio 
defences from the rear. At first light,R.C.R. attacked and, 
at 0800 hours,reaahed the track 500 yards south of the Via 
Madrara. There, after a stiff fire fight in which both sides 
suffered casualties, Lt-Col Reid's men cleared a number of 
enemy-held houses (at 368341) lying about 200 yards from the 
Naviglio. ht 0930 hours the enemy, preceded by artillery and 
mor·tar fir e , counter-attacked and retook the position. R.C.R. 
then withdrew to the Via Madrara. (W. D., R.C.R ., 26 Dec 44). 
During the same .morning 48 Highrs moved into position south 
of the railway and due east of Granarolo . In the afternoon 
the Highlanders probed forward t owards the crossing of the 
Naviglio and VecohiolUl but came under heavy small arms fire 
and , after two attempts to continue had failed , withdrew. 
It was apparent that the enemy was determined to hold all 
along the 1 Cdn Inf Bde front, and that; if he was to be 
driven back, a more powerful attack would be necessary, At 
once Brigade Headquarters made plans for the two battalions, 
supported by tanks and flamethrowers and artillery and mortar 
fire, to put in a strong attack that night~ (W,D. { H.Q" 1 
Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Dec 44; W, D., 48 Highrs, 26 Dec 44J. R~C.R. 
was to open the attaok with one sub ~unit aobompanied by tanks 
directed against the houses at the scene of the morning 1 s 
action. Following this a second company using flamethrowers 
would move up the west bank of the Vecchio and strike the 
enemy there on the flank. Once R.C . R. was underway 48 ~ighrs 
would advance t o the Vecchio on its front. (W, D. , H•Q• 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde, December 1944: Appx "A 11 , 1 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 26 Dec 44) 

~ The plan of an intended attack across the Senio in the 
Cotignola area is given in the War Diary of 48 Highrs 
(W.D., 48 Highrs, 25 Dec 44). 

RB The upper reaches of the Fosso Vecchio lie west of the 
Canale Naviglio but a few hundred yards north of 
Granarolo it passes under the latter canal and thereafter 
follows a course to the east of it. 
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282 . The attack began at 2300 hours and met with 
misfortune frcm the beginning. The tan.ks moving up on the 
Via Madrara had difficulty in getting across an ARK (378341) 
spanning the Vecchio . While the R.C . R. company was awaiting 
the arrival of the armour in its F. U. P., it came under enemy 
D.F. , became disorganized, and suffered considerable casual~ 
ties . Enemy s.P. guns , apparently moved into the area prior 
to the attack , controlled the woods , and the tanks and flame­
throwers were able t o give very little support . although 
R. C.R. endeavoured t o get forward without support; the op­
pos ition proved so str ong that it made no headway. ·0n the 
l eft, 48 Highrs again encountered stiff resistance at the 
Vecchio , and sustained 15 casua l ties . By daybreak b oth 
battalions were back in their former positions . Apart from 
more clearly defining the enemy F . D. Ls ., the attack had 
achieved nothing. (W . Ds . , H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bde, R.C ,R. , 48 
Highrs , 27 Dec 44) 

283 . ht Divisional Headquarters, several plans for 
continuing the advance across the Senio were being disoussed 
but.. due to the uncertainty at krmy level (see para 3~), no 
single plan was firm. (W . D. , G. S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 27 
Dec 44) , Oo 26 Dec , L. Edmn R. relieved Seaforth of c. , the 
latter regiment going into r eserve in the town of Russ i for 
its "Christmas" r est . On the 27th, after the failure of 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde attacks, H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf' Bde was ordered to prepare 
a full scale attack in this sector, but no definite date was 
set for its beginning. Regrouping in preparation for the 
int ended attack began almost irmnediatel y . That night , 27/28 
Dec, 3 Cdn Inf Bde commenced the relief of 1 Cdn Inf Bde -
fr om right to left Carlt & York R. and West N. S . R. r eli eving 
R. C. R. and 48 Highrs - and, a t midday on the 28tl:'.lf assumed 
command of the sector from the Russi - Lugo r ailway crossing 
over the Senio, where R. 22e R. took over from L. Edmn R. of 
2 Cdn Inf Bde , to the inter-corps boundary on the Le.mone . On 
the completion of the reli ef, 1 Cdn Inf Bde moved into reserve 
with its headquarters at Godo . The divisional intention was 
that in its new sector 3 Cdn Inf Bde would operate in a hol d­
i ng rol e only, while preparations were made for 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
to attack through i t against the enemy salient . The latter 
formation was now r esting, with its headquarters at Bagnao­
avallo , the Seaforth of c. and L, Edmn R. in the Russi area , 
and P .• P. C. L. I . at Borg di Stecoh .• The last two units, 

· however , were kept at one hour ' s r eadine s s to move for war d 
in the even t of an enemy attack. For the divisional front 
was still thinly held, espec i ally on the right where R, C,D. 
con tinued to hold an oxt ensive sector. Fortunately activity 
in that ar ea was con£ined to patrol clashes and artiller y 
exchanges . (W. D. , H, Q. 1 Cdn Inf Ede, 27- 28 Dec 44; W. D. , 
H. Q. 2 Odn Inf Bde, 26- 28 Dec 44 ; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 
27 - 28 Dec 44; W.D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (~ . C . D . ) , 26- 27 Deo 44) 

284 . Immediately on taking over the left divisional 
sec tor ,Brigadier Ber natchez ordered active pa troll ing on all 
battalion fronts. On the lef~ dur ing the night 27/28 Dec , 
West N. s . R. contacted the Royal Fusiliers . Enemy vehicle 
movement on 3 Cdn Inf Bde front during the day indicated the 
possibility of an enemy counter attack, and caused 1 Cdn Inf 
Div to take steps to meet any such eventuality . For purposes 
of defence, the divisiona l front was now organized in two 
sectors, right R.C . D. and R. 22e R, , and left Carlt & York R. 
and West N. S . R., while, as n oted above , two units of 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde were available on short notice to aot in a-c otm ter 
attack role . In addition the bridges over the Vecchio and 



- 131 -

Lamone were prepared for demolition . For at this time the 
Ger man offensive in Northwest Europe was in full swing, 
while on Fifth Ar my front the enemy had penetrated the 
American defences to a depth of several miles. (W.D., H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Bde, 27- 30 Dec 44) . The forward units made careful 
preparations to fight a defensive battle ; from battalion 
headquarters R. 2Pe R. the following message went out to all 
companies : 

There has been a considerable amoun t of enemy 
vehicle movement on our front today and it is 
believed the enemy may put in a counter attack 
a t any time . In the past few days 5th Army 
troops have fallen back a distance of n ine kilo­
meters in the face of strong German counter­
attacks; so a counter attack on our front is also 
very probab l e . All companies will be on the aler t 
at all time s . Fire plans for 2 11 mortaM and LMGs 
will be l aid down and platoon defences organized. 
Bach company will keep one platoon in reserve to 
be used as a counter attack reserve . An additional 
2,000 rds SA Ammunition, 1 box 36 grenades , flares 
illuminating and 50 HE 2 11 mortar bombs will be 
sent t o each company. The Anti-tank pl a toon is 
now being used as an infantry company . If at any 
time t he enemy starts a heavy bombardment on our 
front, every one will take up positions in s l it 
trenches , •• Breakfast will be served at first 
l ight only. Arty, 4 , 2 11 Mortars 3" Mortars and 
MMG DF tasks have all b een laid down . Under no 
circumstances will there be any retr eat . 'l'he 
P. P. C. L.I. is now formed up as counter atta ck 
reserve . 

(W.D. , R 22e R., 28 Dec 44) 

285 , During the l ast three days of the old year , 
although 3 Cdn Inf Bde carried out no full scale attacks on 
its front, all three battalions kept up pressure on the 
enemy by organized coy attacks and figh t ing patrols , On 29 
Dec , Carlt & York R, extended i ts battalion front to the 
right, and r el ieved the left coy of R, 22e R, Brigade Head­
quarters then or der ed the latter battalion t o take up 
positi ons on the east dyke of the Senio, and dominate the 
river in its area . Using flame throwers R. 22e R. dr ove the 
enemy fr om a numb er of his weapon pits a l ong the dyke , but, 
due t o the aggressive nature of the enemy def ence, found the 
captured positions almost untenable . By using under-water 
foot-bridges the German continued to have access to the east 
dyke, and clashes b etween patrol s and defended pos t s , i n 
which both sides suf'fered prisoner l osses , were compar ativel y 
fr equent. Meanwhile Carlt & York R., despite attacks at 
company strength on the 29th and 30t~ had failed to dislodge 
the enemy on their front. West N.S. R. activity was l imited 
entirely t o active patroll ing during this period, Cont act 
with 5 Corps was maintained, and tanks in the brigade sector 
made dail y shoots on ensmy positions in Granarol o . (W , Ds ., 
H. Q, 3 Cdn Inf Bde , R. 22e R,, Carlt & York R. , Wes t N. S. R., 
28-31 Dec 44 ) 

286. In the right divisional sector R. C. D. made no 
effort to occupy the Senio dykes , but its fighting patr ols 
clashed with the enemy daily on the narrow "No-Man's Land" 
along the approaches to the east dyke of the river , The odd 
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prisoner was acquired during day and night forays into the 
enemy outposts , and i nterrogation of these confirmed the 
presence of units of 16 S . S . P.G. Div Reichsfuhrer (see also 
para 277) . By continuing to use R. C.D. and 2 L.A .A. Regt in 
an infantry role with r esponsibility for nearly half the 
divisional front, l Cdn Inf Div was ab l e t o give its tired 
infantry component a much grea ter opportunity to rest . R. C.D. 
was by this t ime quite accustomed to operating a s infantry, 
for it had had considerable exper ience of dismounted action 
since the beginning of the month . * 2 L.A.A . Regt., on the 
other hand,had b een drafted i n to an infantry r ole as recentl y 
a s 24 Dec . An excerpt f r om the unit war diar y indicated, 
however, that the unit r eacted favourably t o the new assign­
ment : 

Major C 8 MacKay is called to 91v Arty and comes 
back with the news that we are going i n t o the line 
t omorrow as infantry to relieve our 1 Div Infantry 
who deserve a rest mor e than we do . 

A and B Coys are formed up on parade and inspec ted 
by Major C S Ms.cKay and it was a very impressive 

.parade t o s ee . All the boys wi t h their rifles and 
tommy gl.n'ls, web eqpt and steel helmets l ooking as 
tough as old infantrymen and still wearing a smil e, 
determined t o hold the l ine against anything the 
Germans can put up . 

(W.D., 2 Cdn L. A. A. Regt, December 1944: 
Appx 6 , 54 Lt A. A. Bt y , 23- 24 Dec 44} 

287 . As the year 1944 came to a c lose it became 
known that the original 1 Cdn Corps pl an to cross the 
Santerno and capture Ma ssa Lombarda and Medicina had been 
cancelled . H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div on 30 Dec r ecords t hat "The 
very near p lan calls for this fmn to close up t o the Sen1o 
and consolidate ther e for the winter" . This was no doubt 
welcome news to the division that had fought from Ortona 
through three strongly defended lines {Gustav- Bitl er-Go thic ) 
almos t t o the valley of the Po . At this t ime, however, it was 
not foreseen that the Lamone as saul t was to be the l ast 
importa.nt opera ti on in I t a ly, and t ha t their next campaign 
woul d be with their fel low Canadians in Nor t hwest Europe . 
The final en try in th e Divisional War Diary of Deoember 
sounds a not e of confidence , and gives a picture of the 
de termination and spirit of Canada 's ve ter an Division : 

So ends 1944, the fif t h year of the war and as the 
clock s trikes twelve , proud of its achievements 1 
Cdn Inf Div fac es 1945 wibh h ope and confidence . 

(W. D. , G. S. , H. Q. l Cdn Inf Div , 31 Dec 44) 

288 . Lookin g forward to the campaigns of 1945, Gen 
Foul kes called toge ther at Ravenna on 31 Dec a ll officers of 
the Corps down to, and includin g , unit commander s . In a 
prepared address he pointed out very f r ankl y some of t he 
mistakes made b y officers under his command during the past 

x For de t a ils on R. C. D. dismounted organization see Report 
on R. C. D. Dismounted Ops , 30 Nov 44 - 7 Jan 45 appended 
to W. D. , 1 Cdn Armd c. Regt , Janua~y 1 945 . 
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month . He first referred to the fac ~ that the Corps had 
susta ined over 2 , 000 casualties in a little over three weeks 
of fighting(! and that 22 officers and 420 O. Rs . K of that 
total were 'missing" . This he pointed out was out of all 
proportion , and concluded that there must be something wrong 
with leadership. This part of Genera l Foulkes ' remarks "hit 
home 11 to 1 Cdn Inf Div (R . C. R. and Has t & P. E. R., both having 
sus tained severe losses on 5 Dec) . The following extract from 
a condensation of the Corps Commander ' s address is of i nter est : 

Forcing a river crossint necessitates having a 
carefully teed up plan . Every detail should be 
teed up ... Our assaults go well , but get support-
ing weapons across fast . Part of every Camd ' s 
pl an should be to get A. Tk guns across river 
within two hrs of crossing ••. A. Tk mines should be 
carried to posn in front of F . D.L 1s •.. Coy comds must 
ensure that tps when wel l started on objective , 
do not :come back'. Mako s ure that sp arms are 
with them and tps available to back thom up and 
Canadian troops will not come back. 

(W . D. , G. S . Branch, H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944: App~ 131 , Corps Cam.d ' s 
Addross at Ravenna , 31 Dec 44) 

THE CLEARING OF THE RIGHT FLANK UP TO THE FIUME RENO -
5 CDN ARMD DIV, 2 - 6 JAN 45 

289 . On 28 Dec Lt- Gen Foulkes received advice from 
Headquarters Eighth Army of thd posi·1:-1on0ment of the Fifth 
Army offensive - abandoned altoge ther a fow days later (see 
para 325 ) - and the consequent s et ting-back of the date for 
a fresh offensive by Eighth Army . for the present 1 Cdn 
Corps was to concentrate on the e lirrination of the German 
salients on its right and left flanks . There , at the close 
of the December offensive , the enomy remained east of the 
Seni o in t wo places; one to the north of Ravenna, where the 
line r an from Porto Corsini , on the coast , across the marshes 
to cross the LamoTLa south of Conveni.ello (4846) , thence to 
the Senio west of Alfonsine (4547) , making uso of the several 
water obstacles south of the latter town; the other forward 
of the Senio between Cotignola and Granarolo and resting 
on the Canale Naviglio . Of first importance to Eighth 
Army should it r esume the offensive, or , as subsequently 
proved to b e the case, estahlish a wi nter defence line 
was the clearing of the first of th~so two areas . For 

x Statistics provided by War Servic 3 Records D. V.A. in July 
1949 give the casualties suffered by the Canadian Compon­
ent k . ~ . I . during the per iod 1- 21 Dec 44 as 32 officers 
and 516 other r anks killed or died of wounds , 108 of­
ficers and 1713 other r anks wounded and 13 officers and 
199 other ranks prisoners of war , a total of 2 , 581 all 
r anks . Casual ties of 1 Cdn Armd Bde , included in these 
figures , for the same period wer e 25 other r anks wounded. 
(Casua lties - Italian Campaign) 

I 

' 
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the enemy sector north of Ravenna, although garrisoned only 
by the weak 114 Jaeger Division , covered the southern shore 
of the Valli di Cornacchio, and afforded him a pot ent ial 
base from which to l aunch an attempt to recapture Ravenna ; 
the bulge i n the line on the Corps l ef t was smaller and less 
useful t o the enemy as a base for a counter- offensive or a 
spoiling attack. (See Map Fl or ence - Rimini - Bologna 
Sector) . (W . D. , G. S . Br anch, R. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 28 Dec 44; 
pp 95- 96) 

290 . The lie of the ground on the right f lank 
favoured an attack l aunched in a north- easterl y direc tion 
against the German switch line south of Conventell o be tween 
the Lamone River and the Fosso Vecchio . Onl y one water 
obstacle , the Canale di Bonifi ca , l ay l ater al to an advance 
in thi s direction . Whereas the alternative route north from 
Ravenna passed through semi-Jnundated country,criss- crossed 
by numer ous cana l s and ditches. On the other hand an oper­
ation mounted be t ween the Lamone and the Vecchio woul d face 
the risk of an enemy counter- attack from the Alfonsine area 
against its l eft f l ank and r ear . The r isk was accep t ed , 
however, and an attack l aunched along this axis by 5 Cdn 
Armd Div on 2 Jan 45 . (!!21£) 

291 . In preparation for the coming operati on 5 Cdn 
Armd Div carried out consider ab l e r egrouping during the l as t 
week of December . As mentioned earlier in this report 
(para 276) on 27 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde r elieved 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 
and the l atter formation then withdrew into r eserve at 
Ravenna . In the course of th~ following two days 9 Armd Bde , 
which, since 15 Doc , had held under Corps command the quiet 
sector b etween the railway and the coast, extended west of 
the Via Reale , and took over the larger part of the division­
al front. The first of these r eliefs took pl ace on 28 Dec 
when l K.R . R. C . x r epl aced 5 Cdn Armd Assl t Tp and sub- uni ts 
of 8 N. B. H. eas t of the Fosso Vetro between Route 16 and the 
Viazza Nuova . On the succeeding day 1 Welch relieved Westmr 
R., and the inter-brigade boundary shifted west to the line of 
the Via San Antonio . At 0600 hours , 30 Dec, 9 Armd Bde came 
under command 5 Cd.n Armd Div , and the l atter formation then 
assumed responsibility f or the whole of the Corps frait from 
the boundary with 1 Cdn Inf Div to the Adria tic . Thus the 
end of the year found 5 Cd.n Armd Div deployed as fol l ows : 
on the l eft 12 Cdn Inf Bde with two squadrons of Ld S. H. in 
support, held the line of the Senio, with two of its batta­
lions forward , and one in r eserve behind the Munio ; 9 Armd 
Bde held the r emainder of the divisional front from the Via 
San Antonio t o Porto Cor sini; in rear, preparing for the 
coming attack were Headquar t ers 11 Cdn Inf Bde and its thr ee 
i nfantry units at Ravenna , and Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 
B. C.D., 8 N. B. R., and the r emainder of Ld S . R., in the 
vicinity of Mezzano ; in divisional r eserve at Pian gipane was 
G.G.H.G. ( (H. S. )274B9. 008(Dl ) : War Diary 9 (Brit) Armd Bde , 
2 9-30 Dec 44 ; W . D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 28 Dec 44; W. D., 3 
Cd.n Ar md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) , 28- 29 Dec 44) 

292 . In the early afternoon of 27 Dec, .Ma j-Gen 
Hoffmeister visited Headquar t ers 5 Cdn Armd Bde wher e he 
conferred with Brigadier Cumberl and on operations to clear 
the r ight flank , At this meeting Br igadier Cumberland 
l earned : 

~ 1st Battalion King ' s Royal Rifle Corps . 

, 
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that the task of advancing NORTH from ME'lZANO 
to LAKE COMACCHIO and Sb.N ALBERTO had been 
given to the brigade. For the oper ation the 
CBH will come under command and it is expected that 
the job will be done by 5 Cdn Armd Bde (8 NBH) 
and CBH. 

(W.D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 27 Dec 44) 

By 29 Dec, however, possibl y because of the changed situa tion 
resulting fran the postponement of Fifth Army offensive, div­
isional headquarters had changed the pl an . The r evised plan 
called far a two- phase attack using t wo brigade headquarter• 
and mor e than doubl e the original str ength of a rmour and 
infantry. In Phase I, 11 Cdn Inf Bde would capt ure 
Conventel l o, and break the enemy switch l ine between the 
Le.mane and the Ve tro . Phas e II , in which 5 Cdn ~rmd Bde 
would pass thr ough the infantr y brigade and compl e t e the task , 
would fol low immediate l y . The divisional objec t, to clear the 
enemy from east of the Fosso Vetro and south of the Fiume 
Reno, would r emain the same.(see Wap 5 ). (Ibid, 29 Dec 44; 
5 Cdn Armd Div History Part III) ~ 

293. From information r eceived up to midnight 1 Jan 
45 the intelligence starf at Headquar ters 5 Cdn Armd Div was 
able to confirm that the enemy forces in the Conventello area 
consisted of III Bn 721 Jaeger Regiment . In so rar as could 
be determined, this ba t tali on, with an approxima t e strength 
of 250 men , was disposed with two companies manning a line of 
resistance running al ong the tracks between the Via a l 
Oonventello (at 475469) and the bend in the Lamone (4846), and 
from there covering the north bank of this river as far as 
the demol ished bridge (497467) about ?00 yards farther east. 
A third company of III Bn , positioned in Conventello, provided 
an immediate reser ve . On the ri@lt of III Bn, in position 
behind the Ve tro south and eas t of hlfonsine , was II Bn of 
721 Regt . I Bn held the r est or the divisional frait t o the 
c oas t at Porto Cors ini . kn identification made by l Welch 
on the same day (1 Jan 45) confir med an earlier r eport 
(para 27?) that a unit of 16 s .s . P, G. Div had r el ieved 741 
Jaeger Regimen t in t he s ector south of ~lfonslile . Although 
the new position of 741 Regt was not defini t el y known , 
r eports fr om civilian sources indicated that it might now b e 
in divisional r eserve somewhere b etween Convent ello and the 
Fiume Reno , It was consider ed that the mor a l e of 114 Jaeger 
Division should be high, due partly to the long quie t period 
they had experienced on this part of the front, and partly 
to the r ecent enemy successes on other f r onts, ((R.S.) 
249C5,(D49): 5 Cdn Armd Div Intelligence Sunnnary No , 101, 
2 Jan 45; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Bde , December 1944 : Appx 6, 
5 Cdn Armd Bde O. O. No . 5 , l Jan 45; W. D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inr 
Bde , December 1944: hppx 91 11 Cdn Inf' Bde o.o. No , 12, 31 
De c 44 ) 

294. Working in clos e con junction with each other 
and with 9 hrmd Bde , 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 5 Cdn hrmd Bde 
compl eted their plans of attack , and, on 31 Dec 44 and l Jan 
45 respectivel y issued t heir or der s . The 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
plan call ed for ' an a ttaok 11 on a 2 bn f r ont and will be 
NOISY" (~). During the night 1/2 Jan 45 the assaul ting 
b&tt a lions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde wer e to assemble in the area 
(464461 - 486462 ) between Rout e 16 and the Lamone River 
about a mil e to the north of Mezzano . Then, in the early 
hours of the morning, the brigade, with Ir R. C. on the right 

' 
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and Perth R. on the l e ft, would launch its attack . Ini tially 
tho 11 Cdn I nf Bde units w0uld as sault thv III Bn 72l•·Roe t 
switch-line, ment i onod oarlior in this r opor t (para 29}) , 
then , pressing on , seize thes e foll0wing 0bjoctivos : 0n the 
ri gh~ a group of houses lyinc just bcy0nd the Lamone 
AbbandonatoK and i mmediately n 0r th 0f th6 bend in the river , 
and the r oad juncti 0n ab0ut 200 yards s0uth 0 f th~ villa&o 
of Conventello ; on the l eft , a build1n£ on the Via a l 
C0nventello opposite the south- onatorn end of the Fosso 
Basilica , and then firm- up about 1,000 yards west of 
Convontello al0n! a f a rm track 1La11n[ from Casa Stes i ol 
(483478) to the north side of thu Fosso Basilica.~* Under 
command for this operation 11 Odn Inf Bde would have one 
squadron 0f 8 N. B. H. , two trocps of cr.-.c0dilos , and in ad­
di t i on one S. P. troop and one 17 pdr troop of 4 Cdn A. Tk 
Regt. The crocodiles woul d remain o&st of the Lam0n e until 
after H- h0ur, wh~n they w0uld ~0vc up , and go ono troop 
un~er com.~and each 0f th~ l cadine units . Similarly the 
squadron of tanks would not j0in the forward trocps until 
first light . Working C'n a timed procrammc. c0mmcncing at H­
hour, tho divisiona l artillery w0uld brine d0vm c 0nc~ntrations 
on the initial 0bj octives until B plus 10. It would thon 
lift , and engago arranged targ0t s 0n th~ fina l 0bjectivcs 
unt il the infantry were r eady t C' assault thom. Beginning at 
H plus 10 , a 20 m1nut6 count er - mortar and counter- battGry 
programme would b u fired , a·ftor which a ll support 0 f this 
type would b e c-n call . Als <' included in the di visiC'ne l a rtil­
lery progrannne wero , weath~r permittin5, a sm0kc scr een on 
the left flank; har a ssing f irb 0n tho Fosso Vctro bridee s 
north of Convcntello by twc- squadr0ns c-f Ld S . H., being 
empl oyed as artille ry ; full s c&rchlit';ht illuminati0n of tho 
battlo area , and d irecti~nal firo by 5 L. A. L. Rect R. C. b . on 
the flanks of th0 a t tack. 10 Fd Sqn R.C . E . would prepare 
two assault ~j-routes fr 0m Rout e 16, on th0 left th0 Via al 
Conventello t o tho road juncti0n (483474) south of the villa£e , 
and , on tho right , the track a l on[ the w ~st bank of the Lamone 
t o Conventello . On the Senio , 12 Cdn Inf Bde end 1 Cdn Inf Div 
woul d carry out d ivs rsionary disturbances from H plus 30 0n . 
1 K.R. R. C. of 9 Ar md bde wruld s ocur~ the o r oa 0f th6 start 
line durinG tho nicht 1/2 J an 45 . {Ibid; W. D., H. Q, R. C. A., 
5 Cdn hrmd Div, J anua r y 1945 : .hppx r,R. C • .ti . 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Fire Plan, 31 Dec 44 ; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Ede , Doc~mber 

1944 : Appx 6 , 5 Cdn Armd Bde o. o. No . 5 , l J an 45) 

K The former bed of thv Lamono River . (Sec also f cotnot e 
pa ra 295) 

Unit objectives as detailed in ~ho bri r,ade oper a tion 
ordsr wer e as f0llC"ws: 

Initia l Objectives - Right - Gr oup of h0uses 48?467 
Left - gr nups of h~uses 475469 -

4'77469 - 481468 

Final Objectives - Ri6ht - Conventello r0ad junction 
486473 and gr oup of 
buildings 491472 

Left - r oad junction 483474 and 
buildings 481476 - 483478 

{11 Cdn Inf Ede Op Order No . 12 , 31 Dec 44) 
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295 . Immodi ato ly on tho complotion of Phase I by 11 
Cdn Inf Bdo , 5 Cdn Ar md Bd0 would c0t:lt1cnce tho sec ond pha.se 
of the attack. Using the Via Lamono as its axi s , M 9 Cdn Armd 
Ro gt (B , C.D, ), supported by C.B. Highrs , would push through 
Ir R. C. a t Convent ello, and advance a t the bost possi ble t ank 
speed t n secur~ th~ bridg~ (513513) over thG Canale Di 
Bonifica . For their part, C. B. Highrs w0uld have ono company 
m0unted on carriers , and a soc0nd prcpar~d to m0unt the t anks , 
for the dash forwa rd if oppositi0n a l0n5 the centre l i ne 
f a iled to dev~ lop . When this fore~ r~ached the Canale di 
Bcnifica , the infa ntry wculd cross and seize t:. l odgmen t on 
the far sido in tho vicini ty of the bridg~ mcntionvd above . 
At the samo time , 8 N. B. H. would mnv~ up on the l oft and con ­
contrato south of tho canal , ready to pass thr ough tho bri dge ­
head and capturo San Alberto . Loss 0ne company, l eft b ehind 
t o guard the cr0ss in&, C. B. Hi~hrs w0uld follow the l a tt er 
unit into San Alberto and mop- up th~ t cwn. In the final 
stage , 8 N. B. H. would provide lo~ flank prot ccti0n b etween 
t he Bonifica and the Reno , whil0 B. C. D. covor od t he right 
and expl oited t0wards the so~ . In the roar , 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
would cover the r emainder nf the Votr o flank, and clean out 
enemy pockets by- passed by 5 Cdn krmd Edo . In addition to 
C. B. Highrs , 5 Cdn Armd Bdo w0uld ho.vo under command one bat ­
t e ry (l ess nne troop) of 4 A, Tk Rogt R. C. A. This unit 
would m0ve in r oar of 8 N. B. H. wi th the particular task of 
cover i ng th~ Votro crossinfs south of th~ Canale di B0nifica . 
Tho engineers would opon a r<'ut~ ~lrng tho contro line , and 
have assault boats r eady for uso by C. B. HiQu's if necessary. 
From first l i ght on 2 J an 45 close a ir suppor t would be 
availab l e t0 5 Cdn Ar md Bde, and low lcv(.. l a ttacks ( 11PIGS 11 ) 

woul d b o made on t he centre line and on the r nads loading 
west fr om it 0ver the Fosso Votro . Other weapons and equip­
ment , such a s Val untine bridge- l ayi ng t anks and crocodile s , 
would be availabl e if r oquirod . (5 Cdn Armd Bd0 0 . 0 . No . 5) 

296 . During the early hcur s of 2 Jan, Perth R. and 
Ir R. C. compl e t ed , without incident , the move forwa r d into 
the F. U.Ps . At 0500 hours , a s the arti ller y opened fir e on 
the initial object i ves , t ho two units , each with two compani es 
up, crossed the stra t line (487465 - 470467) - this lay 
r oughly 300 to 400 yards s outh ~f the Ger me.n F. D. Ls._ By 
0545 hours Perth R. e l ements had r oached the l ater a l t r a ck 
near its junction with the Vi a a l Ccnventello (476469) , and 
shortly aft e r an Ir R. C. company clear ed the h0us0s (482468) , 
on the t r ack, midway be tween tho Ps rths and tho r iv~r . Both 
units had met with oppos ition, the Irish killing 10 and t aking 
four prisoner s f r om I II/721 Jaceor Rcgt. On tho right near 
tho river , the Irish sub-uni t came undor heevy artiller y fir e 
as it crossed the st~rt line , suffered a number of casualties , 

••• t he Via Savarna (or Via Lamone ) . It follows the 
course of the abend0ned Lemone Canal - the river 
having turned eastward (488467 ) t0 cross tho Lamone 
f l ats . The road - a wide s e cnndar y one - runs 0n top 
of a 20 foot ombankmont ov~rl~oking the first vine­
bound fi elds and - s nuth 0f La Cilla - the br0ad 
t r e el ess fi e l ds cros sing tc Via Eosco . West of the 
road, the ca na l b ed has been planted with popl ar 
rows . They look a bout 15 years old. 

(Ita l y - Topo0r aphica l Notes , p . 34) 
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and became slightly dis organi-z.ad. It quickly reformed, how­
ever, and advanced to the houses at the river ~nd of the 
lateral track. There by 0800 hours after heavy fighting it 
consolidated , In the meantime the second company of Perth. R. 
had encountered stiff resistance , and for a time made little 
headway. At 0835 hours , however, this company, supported by 
a troop of s · N. B. H., achieved success . With the enemy 
defences along the latera l track broken, both battalions 
launched their fol l ow- up companies onto the final objectives . 
(W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , January 1945: Appx 12 , 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log , 2 Jan 45 ; W. D., Perth R., 2 Jan 45; 
W. D., Ir R. c., 2 Jan 45) 

297 . Supported by 1 tanks of 8 N. B.H., and with 
Tactical Air Force giving close and effective aid , the at­
tackers made good headway. By 1050 hours, Perth R. had 
cleared the junction of the Via a l Conventello near the small 
stream, Fosso Basilica, and captured 11 prisoners . Advancing 
against moderately heavy opposition from the enemy, they 
moved to the north of the Fosso Basilica, where by 1305 hours 
they had seized and occupied Casa Stasiol and the houses to 
the south of it near the Fosso Basilica (481 476 - 483478) . 
In the meantime the Irish, on their right, had cleared the 
Lamone dyke to just north of the bend in the river (4846). 
In addition Ir R.C . now held the l ine of the Via al 
Conventello to the south of the village with leading .elements 
of one company in the village itself. By 1445 hours , after 
a stiff fight in the course of which a Panther tank was 
destroyed by the fire of the artillery and mortars directed 
by the Irish company commander , Ir R. C. had consol ida ted at 
the northern edge of Conventello . This completed Phase I of 
Operation "SYRIA"Ji an eight hour action which had cost 
III/721 Jaeger Regt 73 prisoners plus a not inconsiderabl e 
number of killed and wounded . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 2 Jan 45; W.D., Perth R. 2 Jan 45; W. D., Ir R. C., 2 
Jan 45) 

298. From Mezzano, where they had harboured the 
previous night, the lead squadrons of 5 Cdn Armd Bde moved 
into position along the lateral track ln rear of 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde l ate that morning (2 Jan). Shortl y after midday, with 
the success of Phase I assured , 8 N. B.H. on the left and 
B.C.D. on the right commenced the advance . By 1337 hours 
8 N.B.H., following a north-north- west course across country, 
had r eached Casa Stasiol, the most advanced position of 
Perth R. · From there forward the rate of progress was fairly 
slow £or,although the ground was £lat, it was close 

and enemy opposition was being met from both flanks 
as well as from the front . This consisted for the 
most part of S, Ps . and tks firing from behind 
buildings and from the dykes of the Bandonato (sic) 
which commanded our whol e sector from the right . 

((H.S . )244C5 . 0l3(D4): History of Operations 
5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 N.B . H.) from 2 Jan 45 to 
14 Jan 45) 

On the right f l ank B. C. D. encountered a minefiel d south of 
Conventello which they had difficul ty in by- passing, and it 
was 1400 hours before the unit reached the north end of the 
village , By that time 8 N.B . H. had reached a point onl y 300 

A The code name assigned to the 5 Cdn Armd Div operation. 
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yards south of t he Strada Molinazza - a road running f rom 
west of the Fosso Vetro acros s the brigade front to a junc tion 
with the Via Lamone. As they attempted t o cross this road, 
the tanks encountered a ditch a long its near side, which, 
defended a s it was by "numbers of S. Ps . and Pan thers firing 
from the north" (.!£!.£), proved to be an anti-tank obstacle. 
As darkness· approached 8 N. B. H., now two squadrons strong, 
consolidated south of the Strada Molina~za about 400 yards 
eas t of the Fosso Vetro . { (H.S. )244C5 .015 (D6): 5 Cdn Armd 
Div Operations Los, 2 Jan 45 ; (H. S .) 244C5.013(D4): 9 Cdn 
Armd Regt (B.C.D.} Account of Ops , 1- 6 Jan 45) 

299. In the meantime at 1640 'hours , B. C.D. "having 
engaged all houses, bar ns and hays tacks on the way'" (B. C. D. 
Report .Q.12 cit), had a rr ived at the junction of Strada Molinaz za 
and the-Via Lamone . There the unit hal ted i t s advanc e and 
awai t ed the arriva l of C. B. Highrs , now ordered forward by 
Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Bde. Apart from a few isol a t ed 
machine gtm posts , which had to b e cleared from the houses on 
both sides of the road beyond Conventello , the move north 
of the Highlanders was unevent ful . At 1930 hours the infantry 
unit linked up with B. C.D., and disposed for the night in 
squar e formation with t wo companies eche loned on either side 
of the Abbandonato,400- 600 yards north of the Strada Molinazza. 
Using a crossing over the l atter discovered by the infantry, 
a tz>oop of tanks cnossed and harboured for the night with t.he· 
right forward company. Later that night, to provide addi tion­
al protection for 8 N. B.H., a rifle pl atoon of C. B. Highrs 
took up position with that unit. During the advance so far, 
8 N.B.H. had t aken 29 prisoners and C, B. Highrs 19, while 
B. C.D. claimed two enemy S.Ps . and a Pant her knocked out. 
Casualti es suffered in both equipment and per sonnel by these 
units were a l most negl igib l e . (B.C.D . Report ; 5 Cdn Armd 
Div Operations Log, 2 Jan 45; (H.S . ) 244C5 . 0l 3(D4) : Report 
on Operations of the C. B. Highrs for per i od 2 Jan to 13 Jan 
45) 

300. For the night 2/3 Jan 45, Headquarters 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde order ed Perth R. to put out protective patrols on 
the left flank, while on the right Ir R.C. was directed to 
work eas t a long the north bank of the Lamone River, and 
secure the gr ound i n the vicinity of the demolished road 
bridge. There also the Irish would contact 7 H.K of 9 Ar md 
Bde coming up from the south, and . establish a protective 
screen behind which the engineers would construct a bridge. 
Since pa trols had reported enemy posts in the vicinity of 
the bridge , the I ri sh Commander decided t o put in a noisy 
attack using one rifle company and a t roop of 8 N. B. H. with 
additional fire suppor t on call from a squadron of B. C.D. 
and the divisional artillery. At 0100 hours . the I rish pushed 
off with the tanks moving along the dyke on their right in 
close support. Meeting only l ight opposition the attack 

· made good headway, and by 0320 hours Ir R. C. had secured the 
immediate vicinity of the crossing. At 0535 hours the 
Canadians con tacted 7 H,, and shortl y after engineer recon­
naissance parties arr ived. By early morning of 4 Jan 45 ,the 
latter had compl eted the construction of a Class 30 Bailey 
a t this place , (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 2- 3 Jan 45; 
W.D,, H. Q. R.C.E . 5 Cdn Ar md Div, 3 Jan 45) 

x 7th Queen' s Own Hussars . 
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301 , At 0500 hours on the morning of 3 Jan, the enemy 
commenced shelling heavily along the Lamone Abbandonato be• 
tween Conventello and the church of S. Maria (498495) to the 
north of C. B. Highrs . This f i re continued until 0630 hours , 
and was followed by a s eriea of counter- attacks l aunched 
against ~.B. Higbrs . From the north- east down the dry river 
bed an enemy force , equipped with faus t patr&nen and with an 
estimated strength of 50 , put in the heaviest of these a t­
tacks against the right forward company . ~e fighting 
continued until 0800 h ours , by which timo C. B. Highrs bad 
beaten off all attacks , and inflicted considerable casualties 
on the enemy. In these actions the C~¥sd1an l vsses in person­
nel were slight, while equipment l os • .,,; included an infantry 
jeep and a B. C. D. t ank , the fir st destroyed , and the second 
put out of action , by faustpatronen fire . (W.D., C. B, Highrs , 
3 Jan 45; Report on Operations of C, B. Higbrs , Q£ cit; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 3 Jan 45) 

302 . But thes e attacks fai led to stop , or even to 
slow appreoiably, the advance of 5 Cdn Armd Bde . For, shortly 
after the fighting ceased1 both armoured units were again on · 
the move towards the Bonifica . On the left during the night, 
8 N.B.H. had discovered a crossing ovo~ the tanks obstaole 
on its front , and by 0830 hours had two troops a cross. Half 
an hour later the l eading squadron was underway . The countey, 
according to the unit r eport on those operations , was 

1f anything, rather worse than before . The fields 
were l ined with rows of low pollarded trees, 
between which the grapevines were supported by 
steel wires stretched about six to nine fe e t above 
the ground . Not onl y was tho visibility extremely 
bad , and limited in many places t o 40 yards between 
rows of trees , but the wires were forever catching 
in the turret flaps and restricting the free 
traversing of the turre ts . 

( Oper a tions 5 Cdn Armd Regt, ~ cit) 

Neverthel ess the tanks continued t o mako steady progress , and 
by 1349 hours had advanced some 2 , 500 yards north of Strada 
Molinazza to the track crossing a t Casa Giozol (494511). On 
the r ight , B. C. D. was now advancing on both sides of the 
Lamone Abbandonato. The right- hand squadron, which bad 
participated 1n the Ir R.c. engagement during the night , 
moved off from ! .ts harbour near the Lamons a t 0800 hours 1 
and at 1005 hours reached the Abbandonato and contacted C. B. 
Highrs . From ther e the squadron £ollowed a cross country 
course, for the r oad on the eas t side of the Abbandonato ran 
a long the top of the dyke in full view of the enemy to the r . 
north and west. On the opposite side of the Abbandqnato the 
sec ond B.C.D. sub - unit was a ls o making progress but agains t 
heavier opposition : 

During the advance t o PIGNATTA,x "C" Squadron 
encountered five sepa rate groups of enemy armour, 
which inc l uded self-pr opelled guns , anti-tank guns 
and tanks ••• 

(w.o., B. C.D. , January 1 945 : Appx A, 
Recommendation for the innnediate award 
of the M,C., 14 J o.n 45 ) 

a A building near the Abbandonato (at 502504) about 1, 500 
yards to the north of the Strada Molinazza junction • 

' . 
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By 1400 hours both s quadrons had reached t heir immedia t e ob­
jective for the day, a line at right angl es to the Abbandon ­
ato rWlning through the road junction (501503) at Pignatta . 
(5 Cdn Armd Di v Operations Log, 3 Jan 45; Oper a tions 5 Cdn 
Armd RegtJ B. C. D. Rep ort) 

303. Early in the after noon , the enemy ar mour on the 
5 Cdn Armd Bde front began t o move n orth t owards the Bonif ioa , 
and the advance quickened in pa oew CA1 the l eft 8 N. B. H. 
decided t o .make a dash f or t he Vi a Lamone bridge over the 
Cana l e di Bon1f1oa by- pass ing any oppos ition which mi·gh t 
r ema in. Shortl y arter 1400 hours the l eading tanks of t his 
\ll'l i t arrived a t the oanalc 

As C Sqn came near t he bridge t hey saw a l a r ge 
number of the enemy on the far bank , some of them 
dug in but ot her s s tanding i n t h e open and cl earl y 
ca ugh t by surpr i s e . C Sqn infl i cted heavy casual ­
ties on them. Whil e the r est of t he s·qn cover ed 
t h e a ppr oach e s and tile far bank f r om t he SOUTH- WEST, ... 
one t p of tks and a sec of Re ~c e Tp looked for al 
suitabl e pl a oe to go t up f r om the l ow ground t o the 

j highway and t o adv t o t he b r idge • When they f oun~ 
a sui t ab l e pl a oe a t p of tka adv f or the br but 
j ust us the fir s t t k was about t o drive on t he br, 
the br ws s blown l eavi ng gaps of 50 and 20 f ee t, 

(W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bda , 3 Jan 45 ) 

304. . Upon r e oe i p t of t he news of the des true ti on of 
the br idge, Br igadi er Cumber l and quickl y a l t er ed his p l an , and 
order ed B. C. D. t o start eastwar ds a t onoo , and se ize i n t act 
if pos sible the br i dge carrying the St r ada An t i oa del Bosoo 
over the Bonifica . As the l ow ground to the east wa s no 
1onger passab l e t o tank~ B. C. D. was compelled t o conti nue 
f orward al ong t he Abbandona t o as far as t he r oad junc ti on 
(509509) 400 yar ds south of t hu Bonifi oa , and t her e turn 
a l ong t he r oad running sou th- eas t towards the r ai l way . At 
1615 hours the squadron was a t s ome buil di n gs (517503 ) mid­
wa y b e t ween the Abbandona t o and tho rai l way , Ther e , after 
a short figh t with ~enemy i nfantry in whi ch it t ook 11 
pr i s oner s, B. C. D. hal ted i ts advance . Followin g a confer­
en oe wi t h General Hoffmeister, Briga dier Cumberland dis posed 
h i s c ommand f or the n ight wi t h t wo s quadrons of 8 N . B. H. and 
C, B. Hi ghrs s outh of t he Via Lam~~e br idge; Perth R., now 
under his c ommand , the r e,,,q1.n i ng 8 N. B. H. squadr on , and a 
s quadron of B. C. D., cover ing his left and r ear f r om the ar ea 
of Pi gnatta ; and the ma j n body of B. C. D. along the r oad 
between the Abbandona t o and t he pail way . In addi t ion h e 
or dered C. B. Hi ghrs t o a ttempt t o infiltra t e a orosa the 
Canal e di Bon i fiea duri ng t h e night. (B. C. D. Report; 
Operati ons of 5 Cdn Ar md Reg t ; 5 Cdn Armd Di v Oper ations 
L9g, 3 Jan 45 ; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 3 Jan 45) 

305 . Earli er on 3 Jan , t o f ill the gap on t he l ef t 
f l ank whi ch t he i n t ended move nor t h of Perth R. would cr ea te , 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Div pl a ced Westmr R. under oommand H,Q, 11 
Cdn Inf Bde ,• Westmr R, arrived i n the Br i gade a r ea tha t 

~ At t he same tim~ R. C. R. came under oonnnund 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
t o r epl a ce the Westminster s as brigade res erve a t 
Villano~a (W. D., G.3 ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Di v , January 1945 : 
Appx 75 , l Cdn Inf Di v Oper ati ons Log , 3 Jan 45 ) 
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afternoon and at once relieved Perth R. The positions taken 
over lay about 700- 900 yards back from the Fosso Vetro, and 
extended from the Strada Molinazza to just south of the Fosso 
Basilica . Three companies of 1 K.R.R . C. and elements of 
12 L . ~ held the line of the Via al Conventello between Westmr 
R. and Route 16 . (5 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, 3 Jan 45; W.D., 
Westmr R., 3 Jan 45; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 3 Jan 45) 

306. Early in the morning of 4 Jan the enemy finally 
launched his long expected attack against the vulnerable left 
flank of the 5 Cdn Armd Div advance . At about 0430 hours two · 
enemy battalions, preceded by a half- hour artillery con­
centration, moved in on the 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 9 Armd Bde 
F.D.Ls. to the west and north- west of Conventello. Al ong 
most of the front the attackers failed to make headway, but, 
between the flanking companies of Westmr R. and 1 K. R. R.C., 
succeeded in cutting the Via al Conventello, and driving 
through along the track l eading west to within 500 yards of 
the bend in the river. By then, however, the gap had been 
sealed off by the defensive fire of the divisional artill ery , 
and the enemy was prevented from reinforcing his success . 
From the sides of the penetration Westmr R. and 1 K. R. R. C. 
kept up a steady volume of fire, and at 0745 hours a force 
composed of one company of Ir R. C. and a troop of 8 N.B.H . 
commenced to clean up the pocket . By 0900 hours the fighting 
had ceased, and the situation had r eturned to normal . (W.D. , 
H. Q., R.C . A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Jan 45; W.D. , 9 Armd Bde , 4 Jan 
45; W.D., Westmr R. , 4 Jan 45 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 4 Jan 45) 

307. 1 To carry out this operation, for which he had 
entertained great hopes, the enemy had set up a comparatively 
substantial force consisting of three infantry battalions -
1 Bn 36 S.S . P, G. Regt, 16 S. S. Reece Bn and 26 Reece Bn, 
under the Commanding Officer of 36 S.S . P. G. Regt, Major 
Maier . The first two units named actually t ook part in the 
attack , but the third, which was held in reserve to exploi t 
a breakthrough, was never committed. The weak point in the 
plan, as S. S . officer prisoners admitted , was the difficulty 
of passing forward supporting arms over the multiple oanal 
obstacles east of Alfonsine . This difficulty was greatly 
increased by the D. A.F. , which from 0815 hours onwards con­
tinually bombed and strafed between the Vetro and the Senio. 
In the main, however, it was the skill and steadiness of the 
defending infantry coupled with the devastating defensive 
fire of the artillery that broke the attack . In this action 
some 200 of the enemy were taken pri soner and at least that 
many more killed or wounded . The defence, on the other hand, 
got off with very light los ses; Wes trnr .R . , t o gi ve an example, 
r eported only seven wounded. (W . D. , Westmr R., 4 Jan 45; 
5 Cdn Armd Div Intelligence Summary No . 103 , 4 Jan 45; (H.S . ) 
214B8. 023(Dl8) : Eighth Army Intelligence Summary No . 862) 

308. During the night 3/4 Jan , C, B. Highrs sent 
reconnaissance patrols to the south bank of the Canale di 
Bonifioa on either side of the blown bridge . These r oported 
a bank to bank gap of 80 ft with a water gap of 25 ft and 
some ice. Enemy troops in some strength were hol ding the far 
side . In vi ew of this information which appeared to rule out 
the possibility of a quick crossing of the canal in this area, 
Brigadier Cumberland at 0600 hours ordered B. C.D. to resume 

K 12th Royal Lancers (Prince of' Wal e 1 s). 

, 
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its advance towards the Strada Antica del Bosc o bridge . At 
once B. C. D. despatched a squadron a long the road to the south­
east with orders to cross the dyked irrigation canal , 11 
Canalone , and follow the r ailway north to the objective . The 
tanks reached il Canalone without difficulty but,due to the 
failure of two Ark bridge tanks to arrive , were unable to ge t 
across it . Accordingly at 0715 hours Headqu~rters B. C. D. 
ordered a second sub- unit to proceed to the area of the 
bridge via a more direct r oute along the south side of the 
Bonifica . The latter made good progress , and by 0850 hours 
its leading troops were within sight of the bridge , This 
they reported to be still intact but prepared for demolition , 
with enemy defences covering the approaches from the east and 
south out not from the wes t. Although unable to r each the 
bridge because of t he obstacle of il Canalone on their front, 
the tanks engaged its defences in a fire fight , When the fir­
ing had died down somewhat,a dismounted party cross ed il 
Canalone, removed most of the detonators, and cut the wires 
leading from the bridge , Shortly after an engineer party 
arrived to complete the task , and at 1210 hours declared the 
bridge safe for traffic.K By this time two companies or 
Perth R., now \lllder command B. C. D. , were moving forward on 
the tanks of the reserve squadron, while the first squadron 
had commenced t o cross il Canalone via a set of undamaged · 
siuice gates {521497) . By 1400 hours two squadrons of tanks 
and the Perths had reached the Strada Antics crossing. 
Accompanied by a squadron of t anks , a company of Perth R. at 
once moved over the bridge, and at 1500 hours occupied the 
road junction (546509) 400 yllrds to the north, taking ni.ne 
prisoners and two horses in the progress . B.C.D. then c on ­
solidated for the night, with one infantry company and one 
tank squadron north of the Bonifica , and a second company 
and tank squadron on the near side covering the approach es 
from the s outh , (5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , 4 Jan 45; 
B.C.D. Report; (H . S . )145 . 2Pl011 (D2): Report on the Operations 
of Perth R. for period 2 Jan t o 13 Jan 45; W, D, , H. Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 4 Jan 45; \'~ . D . , 9 Cdn Armd Rep;t (B.C . D. ), 4 Jan 45) 

309 . In the meantime , in the left sector , C. B. Highrs, 
which at 1100 hours had returned to under command 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, had finally established a crossing over the Bonifica . 
Earlier two deserters had entered the Canadian F. D. Ls . , and 
reported that their comrades on the nor th s ide were in a very 
demoralized condition . On the strength of this information, a 
C. B. Highrs patrol of eight men crossed the Bonifica , and at 

x To secure a bridge intact in the face of the enemy was a 
notable achievement , but this time , according to the 
following extract from an R. C. E, r eport, luck was with 
the Canadians : 

The two of them worked for i t hours and removed 
approximately one ton of explosives . During 
the operation their attention was drawn by an 
infantry officer t o the fact that their every 
ac tion was being watched by a German sol dier 
sitting in a slit trench practically beside the 
bridge . He had appar ently been eeta.iled t o blow 
the bridge but a lucky shot had c u t the main 
l eads fr om his exploder . 

({H. S . )244C5.3013(Dl) : Report on Work Done by 
R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd Division on Exercise "SYRIA 11 

1 from 020500 to 071800 hrs) 
I 
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midday returned bringing with it 28 prisoners . At 1410 hours, 
Brigadier Johnston ordered the Highlanders to take immediate 
steps t q form a bridgehead. By l ast light, despite strong 
enemy fire in the vicini ty of the demolished bridge, the unit 
had three companies with anti - tank gun support holding a firm 
l odgment astride the Lamone Abbandonato . At that time also a 
squadron of B. C. D., wbich had cr ossed on the Strada Antica 
bridge, linked up with the 11 Cdn Inf Bde unit . Both b ridge­
heads remained on the alert for enemy counter- attacks , but 
the night passed uneventfully . Befor e first light a patrol 
of C.B . Higbrs returned fr om San Alber t o with a r eport that 
the enemy had withdrawn from the town . ((H . S . )145.2C5013(Dl) : 
Report on Operations of C. B. Highrs ; W. D. , C. B. Highrs, 4 Jan 
45; W, D. , 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B. C. D.), 4 Jan 45 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 4 Jan 45) 

310 . During the f ollowing two days (5 and 6 Jan) , 5 
Cdn Armd Div easily c ompleted the clearing of the enemy troops 
from south of the Reno and east of the Fosso Vecchio . For 
when the Canadians pushed out from their Bonifica bridgeheads, 
in the early morning of 5 Jan , their chief opponent, 741 
Jaeger Regiment,K was already on the move back to the Reno. 
On the left, during t he morning , C. B. Highrs , assisted by a 
squadron of B. C.D., cleareq and occupied San Alberto taking 
40- 50 prisoners and a considerable quantity of equipment . On 
the right the main body of B. C.D. tanks swept east , against 
negligible r esistance, along th e n orth bank of the Bonifica 
as far as the r oad junction ( 605540 ~one and one half miles to 
the east of Mandriole . There at las t light, together with the 
supporting company of Perths , they consolidated for the night. 
Meanwhile the B. C. D. squadron, which had supported C. B. Highrs 
during the morning had r e t urned to unde r its parent head­
quarters, and at 1400 hours headed out of San Alberto across 
country near the south bank of the .B,iume Reno . Meeting with 
n o oppositi on , and coming under only desultory shell- fire, the 
squadron made good progress , and , by 1600 hours, when it 
halted for the night, had advanced about three miles , It 
was then at a track juncti on (579538 ) a few hundred yards 
from the Reno and n orth-nor th-west of Mandriol e . During the 
same afternoon, C. B. Highrs t ook up firm pos 1 tions north of San 
Alberto and west of the Abbandonato between the town and the 
Canale di Bonifica . These positions they retained with minor 
changes until their r elief on 13 Jan . Earlier the divisional 
engineers had c ompleted a Class 40 bridge at the Via Lemone 
crossing over which e l ements of 8 N. B. H. bad then moved in 
support ir the Highlander s . (5 Cdn hrmd Div Operati ons Log , 
5 Jan 45; Operations of C. B. Highrs; B. C. D. Repor t : W. D. , 
H. Q. R. C. E., 5 Cdn Armd Div, January 1945 : Appx 1, Engr 
Sitrepa as at 1800 hrs, 5 Jan) 

K That the enemy intended t o b old the line of the Canale di 
Bonifica is revealed by the presence in the area of elements 
of his latest acquisition t o the Italian theatre . To sup­
port 741 Jaeger Regt he sent tho heavy company of III Bn 7 40 
Grenadier Regiment down the isthmus fr om Comacohio . This 
was one of the two infantry r egiments of 710 Inf Div which, 
acc or ding t o pris oners, arrived in Italy on 15 Dec, after 
a non- stop move from Norway . ( 5 Cdn Arm~ Div Intelligence 
StDlUI18.ry No . 106, 7 Jan 45) 
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311 . During the night (5/6 Jan), a Perth R. patrol 
probed to within 500 yards of the coast without cont acting 
any enemy. Before first light the following morning, Perths 
and B.C.D. moved from their harbour, near the canal, along the 
road leading north to the Reno ferry (614558) . About 600 
yards south of the river , however , the column encountered a 
l arge demolition in the road beyond which the tanks were 
unable to proceed. Continuing the advance alone, the Perths 
reached the river at 1000 hours . There they found a large 
quantity of enemy equipment, including 60 pack horses and 
mul es , but no sign of the enemy. Further evidence of the 
enemy withdrawal was received during the morning, when a Perth 
pa trol r eached Casal Borset t i (6352) on the coastr and found 
it unoccupied. To the south during the same day pa trols of 
12 L. , operating under 5 Cdn Armd Bde command , swept the 
narrow coastal strip from Porto Corsini to within a mil e of 
Casal Borsetti without sighting any enemy , Operation "SYRIA" 
was now fini shed , and at 1400 hours Perth R. and B. C.D. were 
relie~ed in the right sector by 12 L., command then passing 
to 9 Armd Bde. The two Perth R. compaDies t hen r e j oined the ir 
unit on the Abbandonato in the area of Pignatta , while B. C. D. 
moved south of the Bonifioa into reserve . (W. D., B. Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 6 Jan 45 ; Per th R. Report .2E. cit; B. C. D. Report; 5 
Od.n Armd Div Operations Log , 6 Jan 45) 

312 . Throughout Operation "SYRIA" full use was made 
by the ground forces of the air suppor t availabl e . On the 
first day 17 6 aircraft supporting t be att ack of 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, and the fol low- through advance of 5 Cd.n Armd Bde , drop­
ped 76 t ons of H. E . During the succeeding t hree days , in 570 
sorties, they dr opped a further 200 tons of H. E. Despite 
the fact t hat the targets wer e frequentl y very cl ose t o our 
own troops - at times less than 100 yards distant - the l at­
ter suffered no casualties during thesa attacks . ((H.S.) 
244C5. 013 (Dl0 ) : Report on Air Operations for 5 Cdn Ar md Div 
f or period 26 Dec 44 to 11 Jan 45) 

313. The A. O. Ps . proved particul arl y valuable during 
this operation, for the F.o.os . found it difficult to operate, 
due t o the lack of satisfactory O. Ps . , in this flat cl ose 
country; at a Press conference held at Headquarters 5 Cdn 
Ar md Div on 8 Jan , Maj -Gen Hoffmeister paid special tribute 
to the work of the flying O. Ps. , while 8 N. B.H. in their 
report on the operation r ecommended that in the future, 
weather permittin g , an A. O. P . be a l ways in the air on the 
r egimental axis. The Croco4iles fol l owed in the wake of the 
tanks throughout the operati on but wer e never used . The 
report of their parent unit, 12 R.T. R., speaks of the flame­
throwing tanks share in Oper a tion "SYRIA" as an "abortive 
vis 1 t", and complains that among various ot her t asks the 
crocodiles wer e told 11 to b e preJ.>ared to engage a TIGER tank 
and t o thaw the R . Reno" ((H. S . )234Cl . Ol 3(D22) : 12th Bn Royal 
Tank Regiment Account of Operations 29 Nov 44 to 11 Jan 45). 
R. C.E. 5 Cdn Ar md Div, on the other hand , made an impor tant 
and considerable contribution to the operation . In s lightly 
l ess t han six days, the engineers opened 46 miles of r oads , 
er ected six Bailey bridges totalling 450 feet in l ength , 
placed four ferries in operation , filled five craters , and 
built a barrel culvert . bmong other tasks, they located and 
reconnoi tred numerous minefields , in the process l ifting 
nearl y 300 mines of various types, and removed a lmost a ton 
of expl os i ves from the Strada Antica de l Bosco bridge . 
((H.S . )244C5. 0l3(D3): Notes by Hist Offr 1 Cd.n Corps taken 
at a Press Conf held at H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Div at 1400 hours , 
8 Jan 45 ; Operations of 8 N. B.H.; (H. S . )244CS. 013(D3) s Notes 
on Operation "SYRIA ", 8 Jan 45) 
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314. The enemy ' s determination to smash the Canadian 
thrust cost him heavil y in personnel and equipment . From 
eight enemy battalions, elements of three divisions , commit­
ted against them, 5 Cdn Armd Div and 9 (Brit) Armd Bde took 
over 600 prisoners . Bis l osses in killed and wounded wer e 
equally large ; 310 enemy dead were counted in the area of 
opera tions , In contrast to this, Canadian killed numbered 
only 30 and wounded were 1n proporti on of 1-3 to German 
prisoner s . The considerable quantity of Ger man equipment 
which was destroyed or captured included eight Panther tanks, 
20 anti-tank guns , four self-propel led guns , four infan t r y 
guns and one 88 Imn gtm.. (Notes on Operation "SYRIA"; Notes 
at a Press Confer ence, .QE. cit) 

CLEARING THE GRllNAROLO SALIENT - 1 CDN INF DIV, 3- 5 JAN 45 
' 

315. While s 'Cdn Armd Div was carr ying out its 
successful a dvance t o the Valli di Qomacchio , 1 Cdn Inf Div 
was engaged in e liminating the enemy salient on the Corps left 
flank . (See Map 6). Ther e , on 3 Jan, 2 Cdn Inf Bde launched 
an attack from wi thin the 5 Corps s ector designed to outflank 
the enemy defences along the Navigl io at Granarolo .« As these 
operations wer e part of a general Eighth J..rmy plan to 
straighten its line a l ong its whol e front , 5 Cor ps s ent its 
56 Inf Div forward to the river west of Granarol o in conform­
ity with the Canadian advance. 

316. During the f irst two days or the New Year , 
while pl ans f or the 2 Cdn Inf Bde attack were b eing compl e t ed, 
there was little activity on 1 Cdn Inf Div fr on t . The first 
two days of January wer e clear and cold , and our air force 
kep t up a constant attack on anemy targe ts west of the Senio. 
On 2 Jan , 1 Cdn Inf Div Artillery and Mortars carried out a 
diversionary shoot across the f r ont 1n a id of the 5 Cdn Armd 
Div attack then going in on the right of the Cdn Cor ps . But 
the German fai l ed t o react and the f r ont remained quiet with 
very little retaliatory fire . (W. D. , G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
January 1945 : hppx 9, Int Summary No . 198; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde, 1-2 Jan 45) 

317 . Meanwhi le on l Jan Lt- Col Bogert called t o-
gether his unit commanders and r epr esentatives of supporting 
arms and issued his orders for t he 2 Cdn Inf Bde attack, 
which was t o t ake place in three phases as foll ows : 

Phase I - P. P. C. L. I . was t o attack over the Navigl.1.o 
severa l hundred yards southwes t of Granarolo and 
form a br idgb.ead between the canal and the Fosso 
Vecchio . 

I On 4 Jan the followi ng t empor ary t actical boundary between 
5 Corps (56 Inf Div) and 1 Cdn Corps (1 Cdn Inf Div) was 
brought into effect : a ll inclusive 1 Cdn Corps 385288 -
380292 - roa d junction 375301 - line of road to 351315 -
348317 . The new boundary would be r econs idered on the 
conclusion of the curr ent operations . (W . D., G(Ops), 
H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , January 1945 : hppx 5) . Tb.is boundary 
change placed Granarol o but not the area of the initial 
2 Cdn Inf Bde attack within 1 Cdn Inf Div sector . 
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Phase II - Seaforth of C. would pass through 
P.P.C.L.I., cut off Granarolo , and clear the left 
b&nk of the Naviglio north to wher e it pass es over 
the Foss o Vecchio . 

Phase III - L. Edmn R. was to advance directly 
against Granarolo fr om a start line east-south-east 
of the town with the task of clearing and occupying 
1 t. 

The first phase was timed to commence at 1900 hours 3 Jan and 
phases t wo and three on orders from the Brigade Commander . 
An artillery barrage* was t o be laid down on the line of the 
canal and also alon g the approaches t o the t own t o give the 
impression of a frontal attack during Phase I . Artillery for 
the other two phases was to be the normal ooncentra tions o.f 
groups of targets . Tanks of 12 R.T. R. were to be used t o 
thicken up the artillery shoot . (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 
1 Jan 45; 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Report on Ops , 1 Dec 44 - 8 Jan 45) 

318. at 1200 hrs on 3 Jan R., 22e R. , supported by 
Wasps and Lifebuoy flamethrowing equipment, staged a two ooy 
assault on its front, which no doubt succeeded in drawing the 
attention of the enemy off the main attack . This action, a l­
though supported by artillery, mortar and L.M. G. fire , failed 
in its main purpose, which was to gain control of the near 
dyke of the Senio along a 1,000 yd fr ont just south of the 
Russi- Lugo railway cr ossing . Under cover of smoke laid by 
our mortars and the added protection of an artillery con­
centration on both banks, seven Wasps fired the river bank 
with good results . But the enemy were not easily routed 
from their strong positions on the dyke, and although dr iven 
out by the flame throwers would re turn before our infantry 
could climb the steep banks . The action oontinued all after­
noon, the Wasps r eturning t o re-fuel at intervals , but it was 
found impossible to dislodge the enemy, and at nightfall both 
coys with the exception of a f ew outposts returned to their 
original positions . The battalion suffered considerable 
casualties, and, according t o the unit diarist, the survivors 
of one pl atoon that reached t he top of the dyke were taken 
prisoner .JU( Anti-personnel mines among the dyke defences 

x The 2 Cdn Inf Bae Report says 
••• this was the first time anyone in the division had 
used a barrage since the days of ORTONA . In this 
case we had a well defined SL - perfectly flat 
country and very little knowledge of the enemy's 
position all of which appeared to make a barrage the 
answer. The only hitch to the plan was th~t none of 
the infantry bad ever in training or in operations 
followed a barrage. 

( 2 Cdn Inf Bde Report .2I?. oi t) 

XJ[ War Service Records (D. V.A.) show only two R. 22e R. 
personnel taken prisoner on this date but five killed or 
died of wotmds and 18 wounded { Ce.IJUB.ltieg... - Ital!an.1 l 
Campa!~) 
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accounted for a goodly number of the casualties . (W. D., R. 
22e R. , 2-3 Jan 45) 

319 . Almost as soon as the n ois e of battle died down 
in the R. 22e R. are~ the barrage began on 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
front . During the p!'evious night all three battalions had 
r econnoitr ed their start line which was in the F . D. L 1s . of 
the 6th Bn Cheshire Regt approximately 500 yds east of the 
Navigl1o . Everything was done to keep the enemy in ignorance 
of the impending assault . There was as little vehiole move­
ment as possible, and an extensive oamouflage covered, the 
routes l eading forward from the rear . (For an account of the 
camouflage scheme see W. D., G. S., H.~. 1 Cdn Corps, January 
1945: Appx 83.) All the attacking units remained under cover 
during the day in ooncentration areas near the Lamone in rear 
of the battle area where they had assembled the previous 
night. Barely 1 5 minutes before the artillery barrage com­
menced at 1900 hrs, P. P. C. L. I . began moving f orward . When 
the barrage started the two leading companies followed close 
behind it, and at 1930 hours r eached the Naviglio having met 
with no opposition. Both companies crossed the Canal with 
little difficulty, for the intensity of the barrage had 
driven the enemy to the refuge of houses in the area, which lay 
on a track about 600 yards farther west (346315 to 344312) . 
The Pa t ricias surrounded the houses and quickly forced their 
oooupants to surrender t aking over 50 prisoners . The attack 
appar entl y oaught the enemy compl e t e l y by surprise , for the 
Patr icias sustained scarcely any casualties in the initial . 
assaul t. P. P. C. L. I. now consolidated the area of houses, and 
at 2130 hours sent its foll ow-up company through to the br idge 
over the Vecchio (346319 ), on the road l eading to the Senio 
at s . severo (3233) . Ther e , by a f lanking attack , the 
Patr1o1as succeeded i n capturing an S . P. gun , a staff car and 
tive mor e pr isoners . The bridge was taken intact . By mid­
night three coys were fi r m in the bridgehead while the 
r eser ve coy wa s busy assisting the pioneer s to clear the r oad 
up to the bridge of mines . As these were frozen firm in the 
mud l i fting them wee a slow and difficult task . (W. D., H. Q. 
2 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 Jan 45 ; W.D . , P. P. C. L.I. , 3 Jan 45 ; 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , Report .QE. cit) 

3.20. . At midnight Seaforth of c. started moving into 
the bridgehead, and shortly after began advancing north to 
cut off Granarolo from the rear . Leading elements of the 
battalion encountered stiff oppos ition at once from the area 
of the blown bridge (351316) on the Naviglio just south of 
the town , but after heavy fighting succeeded in driving the 
enemy back and capturing an S . P. gun . As they continued the 
advance north from the bridge, the Seafortha again had stiff 
fighting with enemy holding the houses along the canal bank. 
At 0500 hours , however, the leading company reached the 
bridge into Granarol o (354321) which it found demolished. At 
this time Seaforth of c. brought forward its follow- up 
companies, and broadened the front of its attack . Che sub-
40i twas directed west t owards the bridge near the sharp bend 

, 
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in the Vecchio (350324 ), while another was ordered to continue 
north along the Naviglio bank . The westerly thrust made good 
progress ana.. by daylight, the company had reached its object .. 
ive and consolidated. Along the Naviglio , however, Seafortha 
advanced slowly, aided b y ar t t llery fir e , against stubborn 
opposition.~ About this time German infantry supported by 
two S.P. gtms twice counter- attacked the P. P.C. L.I. positions 
on the Vecchio . Thrown back on both occasions he then struck 
at the more recently arrived Seaforth of c. where he suffer ed 
a similar repulse. Shortly after, anti-tank guns and t anks of 
12 R.T.R. arr ived in the bridgehead, and both units were soon 
in a position to withstand any further enemy attacks . At day­
light L. Edmn R. moved into Granarolo wher e they found that 
the enemy had already departed . Finally at 1100 hours the rigbt­
hand company of Seaforth of c. arrived a t the crossing-place 
of the Ve cchio and the Naviglio (358326) , the last of the 
brigade objectives . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 4 Jan 45; 
w.o., P.P,C.L.I., 4 Jan 45( W. D,, Seaforth of c., 4 Jan 45; 
W. D., L. Edmn R., 4 Jan 45} 

321 . Thus by midday on 4 Jan 2 Cdn Inf Bde had 
achieved a quick and complete success . During the morning , 
when 167 (London) Inf Bde on the left started to advance it 
met with very light opposition . P. P. C. L. I . contacted 9 R.F. 
at 1115 hrs, moving forward on their left , and from that time 
on the "Pats" were practically out of direct contact with the 
enemy. Opposite Seaforth of C., at the bend in the Vecchio, 
however, the enemy muster ed another strong counter - attack , 
but the supporting tanks of 12 R.T . R. accotmted for approx­
imately 30 of the attackers with their Besa M. Gs. This was 
the enemy's final effort against the 2 Cdn Inf Bde bridge­
head,although heavy shelling l asted all afternoon and caused 
several more casualties . (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

322. On 3 Cdn Inf Bde front., the enemy gave way very 
r eluctantly. Throughout the mor ning o'f 4 Jan, while 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde was c onsolidating its bridgehead, enemy mortar and 
artillery fire across both West N.S.R. and Carlt & York R. 
front, prevented any move forward by these battalions . In the 
afternoon, although the enemy shell ing decreased somewhat• 
patr ols fr om both battalions found him still holding posi­
tions mainly 1n houses both along the Vecchio on the West 
N. S.R. front and on the Naviglio opposite Carlt & York R. 
West N.S . R. made two attempts to get for ward in the early 
afternoon but made n o headway . Brigade Headquar ters then 
arranged for a formal attack to take place at 2030 hoUrs . 
At that time,West N. S.R. and Carlt & York R. advanced, each 
on a two company front, and suppor ted by an artillery 
programme . The attack met with little opposition, for the 

x On one occasion during the fighting a Seaforth platoon 
commander approached a h ouse covered by a Bren and with 
a sec tion posted on either s ide . Kicking the door with 
a loud bang he ordered any occupants to come out im­
mediately. A very frightened girl of about twenty years 
threw hers elf on the gallant officer with the words "Are 
you afraid Tenente - I am" . 
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enemy had withdrawn fr om their f orward positi ons at n1ghtfa11. 
At midnight both battalions were across the Naviglio. Patrols 
were then sent f orward, and on Carlt & York R. fr ont reported 
the enemy completely back t o the Sen io dyke, but opposite the 
West N.S.R. contacted them in defensive positi ons east of the 
river . (W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 4~ 5 Jan 45; W. D. < West 
N. S. R. , 5 Jan 45; W. D., Carlt & York R., 4- 5 Jan 45J 

32~. During the night 4/5 Jan the enemy facing 2 
Cdn Inf Bde also withdrew. At daybreak (5 Jan) 167 (Lon) 
Bde reached the r oad between Bor ghetto {343329) and s. Severo. 
At 0930 hrs Seaforth of C. moved one company across the 
Vecchio to the crossroads (353331) east- north- east of 
Borghetto without contacting the enemy . It was now quite 
certain that he had retired t o the Senio dykes all a long the 
l Cdn Inf Div front . By this time the advances on its flanlm 
had squeezed 2 Cdn Inf Bd~ with the exception of Seaforth of 
c., out of the line . During the day Brigade Headquarters 
ordered P. P. C.L.I. back to a res erve position near the 
Lemone, but kept L. Edmn R. as c l ose support in r ear of Sea­
forth of c. The oper ation on the l eft flank of the Division 
was thus comple ted in less than 48 hrs . (W. D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 5 Jan 45; W.D., Seaforth of c ., 5 Jan 45) . In this 
action 2 Cdn Inf Bde had t aken 75 prisoner s , killed and 
wounded over 60 other enemy, captured two S. P. guns , five 
anti-tank guns , and one staff car , at relatively light 
cost to itself .x The Brigade Report on Operations calls 
it "One of the nea test battles that this brigade has ever 
had" (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report). 

324. The quick and successful conclus i on of the 
operations to olear the flanks of the Canadian Cor ps, by 5 
Cdn Armd Div and 1 Cdn Inf Div r es pectivel y, brought messages 
of congratulations from both the Allied Army Commander, Gen 
Mark Clark, and the Eighth Army Commander , Gen Mccreery : 

From Gen Clark: "My sincer e congra tulations on 
the successful attacks by your 
troops during past few days . 
The oper ati on was thoroughly 
planned and executed . Despite 
strong enemy resistance and 
counter-attacks Cdn Corps and 
5 Corps pressed forward taking 
heavy toll of enemy dead and 
many prisoners " 

x War Servic e Records (D . V. A. ) r eport the casualties suf­
fered by the inf an try uni ts of 2 Cdn Inf Bde during the 
period 3- 5 Jan 45 a s two officers and nine other ranks 
killed or died of wounds and four officers and 42 other 
r anks wounded . {Casual ties · • vi ta:i....:i Oa.mpa1gn) 

v l ~ I 

I 
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From Gen McCreary: "My hearties t congra tulations 
to you and your Corps on the 
va r y s uccessful operations on 
both flanks which ha s driven 
the enemy ba ck over the SENIO 
and s ecured va luable objeot­
ives on the r igh t up to LAGO 
COMACCHIO. The operation of 
both divis i ons ha d been care­
fully planned and exe cuted 
with spl endid fighting spirit 
and great skill. Heavy 
casu&lties have been inflicted 
on the en emy in killed and 
pris oners and you have destroy­
ed or captured many AFVs . 
Well d one indeed . 11 

{W. D., G.S ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Cor ps , January 1945: 
Appx 26, G. o . c . 6-0-1 ) 

In passing these messa ges down to di vi s ions for conveyanoe to 
all troops, Lt- Gen Foulkes added t he following personal mes­
sage : 

I wish to a dd a t this t ime my sincer e congra tu.la­
tions to all ranks of tho Cdn Corps and the 9 Armd 
Bde who ha ve fought so well during this stage of the 
operations. You ha ve shown wha t ·c an be aohieved by 
careful planning and speedy axecution of a sound 
plan. I appreciate much the way tha t a ll soldiers 
have oonduoted thems elves during thes e operations. 

(Ibid) 

THE WI NTER LINE - PLANNING 

325. Immediatoly following the comple tion of the 
oper a tions to clear the Senio from the inter-oorps boundar y 
(335338) to the Vnlli di Corna cchio, 1 Cdn Corps oommenoed 
the prepar a tion of n line of def ence upon ~hich to halt dur­
ing the winter months . For the combinad Winter Offensive 
which had b een planned a t t he Army Commanders' Conference on 
26 Nov (para 7) had now, a fter s ever a l pos tponements, been 
fina lly abandoned. Although Ger man a cti vi ty in the Serohio 
Valley was the innnedia t e oause of the pos tponement on 28 Doc 
44 of the Fi fth Army offens iva ,K Lt - Gen McCr e ar y ha d s everal 

x Whatever t he en emy ' s intent had been in his Serohio Valley 
attack, it contri buted t o condi tions wh ich influenoed the 
decision further to pos t pone the pro jected push against 
Bologna . On 28 Deo emb ~r Fifth Ar my Oper a tions Instruction 
No. 38 announced postponement of t he .... s saul t a nd plao·ed 
a ll Army troops on a 9- day a l ert f or r esumption of of­
fensive oper ati ons . 

(Fif th Ar my History, Pa rt VIII : P • 19) 
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days earl i er , in a l etter to the Commanding Gener a l 15 ~rmy 
Group,requeated that the timing for the coinciding a ttack by 
Eighth Army b e r evi ewed . The Eighth l~rmy Commander pointed 
out that " the ammunition position of the Eighth l1rmy has 
deter ior ated steadily during the month of ~ecember as a result 
of the heavy fighting durin~ the fi r st ha lf of the month" 
(Eighth Army e tc: Appx "J-3 , Lt- Gen McCreary to CG 15 Army 
Group, 25 De c 44 ) . Only 612,000 rounds of 25- pr amnnmition 
would be available for operations between 25 Dao and the end 
of January. During the intensive per iod of operations in the 
first half of December 500 , 000 rounds of this calibre were 
expanded. In the season of the year now at hand it would be 
impossible to count on air suppor t on mor e than one day out 
of three w1 th the r esult that an increased demand for artil­
lery support might be expected . In view of t hes e facts Gen 
McCreary advised Gen Clark: 

I am full y aware of the importance of the forth­
coming operati ons and the issues at stake but f eel 
it my duty to warn you that large scale operations 
beyond the Santerno river will not be ·1 practical 
unless the enemy ca rr ies out a wi thdrawal in front 
of Eighth Army. 

(Ibid) 

Further the original target da t e set for t he Fif t h Army at­
tack was 7 Dec , but since then Eighth .n.rmy had had three weeks 
fighting thus automatically r educing its capacity t o ~ight 
simultaneously with Fifth Army by that l ength of time . In 
consideration of this situation and with r egar d to the am­
muniti on position previ ously set out, Gen MoOreery put forth 
the suggesti on that the Eighth .tlrmy at t ack b e timed to take 
plaoe some days later than the attack by Fif th Ar my . (Ibid) . 
Further consideration , however, brought the dec ision on~ 
Dec to abandon the offensive until the spring . 

326. By mi d- January t he enemy was holdi ng a main 
defensive line~ behind the Seni o along the whole of the 
Eighth Army front.with the exception that from 1~1ronsine 
north to the Reno he continued to hold a stron g salient f or ­
ward of the river. Although the enemy defensive works on 
this line were i n an advanced state of preparation_ he apparen~ 
l y lacked confidence in his ability t o bold it. In reaction 
t o t he Canadian drive towar ds Comaoohio , whi ch he interpre t ed 
as t he prel ude to a fur ther full - sca l e offensive , t he enemy 
increased his efforts t o str engthen his Adria tic flank. To 
r eplace the disorganized remnants of 114 Jaeger Division , 42 
Jaeger Division moved. into the s ector b e tween the F . Reno and 
the Valli di Cornacchio , and a regi mental group of the newl y• 
arrived 710 Infantry Division (footnot e para 310) took over 
in the narrow isthmus be tween the lagoon and the sea. South 
of Rou t e 16, 362 Infantry Divis i on oame into the line a is o 
opposite 1 Cdn Cor ps . By the middle of January he had eight 
and a half divisions, of which five and a ha lf wer e fr esh, 
opposing Eighth Army, wh~reas at the beginning of December he 
had bad onl y six, none of them f r esh . But the doubl e advant­
age of gr ound and ntnnbers ha d been ins u~ficient t o save him 
i n the r ecent fighting, in which he had l os t 4000 men as 
pr isoners and pr obably at l east an equal number in killed and 
wounded agains t the Eighth Army' s total casualties of just 
under 6 1 500 . (Eighth Army e to, pp 98- 99) ! 

A Named by the Germans the "IRMGARD LINE" 
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327. Although t he enemy ' s r eserves would hardly per -
mit a counter-offens ive on the lines of von Runstedt's thrust 
in the west, the pos sibility of some form of an attack b eing 
launched could not be disregarded by Eighth Army Headquarters. 
Such sn attack down the axis of Route 16, wher e the Lamone 
River was the only ma j or obstacle , might result in the l os s of 
Ravenna, and enable the enemy to s wing down on Forli, out the 
Via Emilia and close Route 67 . * (See Map Florence - Rimini -
Bologna Sector). On 9 Jan , Gen Mccr eery held a conference of 
Corps Commanders to discuss the matter and lay down a defensive 
policy. Three days l ater the policy decided upon at this meet­
ing was published by Eighth br my as Operation Instruction No. 
1447. As defined in this instruction the intention was to 
defend the existing line and prepar e t o resume the offensive . JUC 

A The account pr epared by the Histor ica l Officer at 
Headquarters Eighth Army sugges t ed that such a pos ­
sibility was ver y seriousl y considered by Corps, as 
evidenced by heavy demands f or demoliti on materials, 
but tha t this anxiety was not shared by Headquarters 
Eighth Army, since the Ger man r eserves appeared weak . 
(An estimate of German r e sarves was six divisi ons: 
162nd (Turcoman) and one Italian Republican , both 
practically valuel ess ; 98th,114th, and 26th Panzer, 
all badly in need of r est and below strength; one 
division only r ecently r a ised t o first-line status) . 

(Eighth Army e tc, footnote P• 99) 

JU( One of the principal problems of the defens ive phase 
was to keep the enemy in a state of nerves as to our 
intentions . One method which had early been decided 
upon and ordered wa s to pr epare a number of local 
offensive operations to be mounted at short notice . 
In fact, apart fr om a few small raids, only a small 
number of operations took p l ace that did not contrib­
ute directly to the mounting of the Spring Offens ive ; 
those t ha t were undertaken wer e almost all designed 
to clear the enemy f r om t he easter n floodbank of the 
Senio . This was hardly enough to achieve the object 
desired ; accordingly on 18 January Headquarters 15th 
Army Group produced a plan, going by the code name 
"Oakleaf", intended to induce in the enemy more 
positively a s t ate of anxiety . This r equired not 
only aggressiveness on the part of forward troops, 
but t hat they should be informed that the offensive 
would be r esumed in the near fu ture ; that l eave 
partie s should be spread over all formations to con­
ceal tbe the fact that some of them wer e r es ting; 
and t hat formations l eaving the Army area should do 
s o in wir eless silence, whil e the same level of 
wireless traffic w~s maintained within the Army area. 
Ther e were many difficulti es in complying with this 
order , however, if formations were t o ge t the r es t 
and training they required. The dearth of accom­
modation, in particul ar , made it necessary, to s end 
many formations out of the Army area for r es t and 
training in that of No .l District. Representations 
were therefor e made t o Headquarters 15th Army Group , 
who agreed to r elax their r equirement s to such a 
degree that l i ttle r emained of the plan; but ever y 
effort was made to ensure that the level of wireless 
traffic should fall as little as possible below 
what was customary . 

(Eighth Army e tc , pp 101 - 2) 
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On 18 Jan 13 Corps would come under command and Eighth Army 
would then have three Corps in the line, left to right 13 Corps, 
5 Corps and l Cdn Corps, and 2 Polish Corps in reserve. 

The defensive tactics to be employed were to hold the 
line with as few troops as possible and to rely on 
immediate coun ter- attack. Although the defence was 
based primarily on the obstacle presen t ed by the 
River Senio , in most cases the most advantageous for ­
ward positions would be some li ttle distance back 
from the eastern floodbank, enabling a r easonable 
field of fire to b a obtained, casualti es to be avoided, 
and economy in men to be effected ; but these positions 
would have to be clos e enough to prevent the enemy 
building up across the river with impunity . Should 
pene tration occur , ther e woul d re no withdrawa l on 
the flanks, and to s eal it off two stop lines were to 
be prepared on the lines of the Rivers Lamone and 
Montone with s wi tchline s between them. Forward of 
thes e two lines was to b e a prililary belt of prepared 
demolitions, and b e tween them a subsidiary belt for 
which the charges wer e to be stored l ocally. Later 
on 23 January, the demolition policy was a·1 tared 
in view of the diminished likelihood of enemy attack, 
only one demolition b elt, forward of the Lemone, be­
ing kept with the charges in position, exc ept for the 
important bridges over the Fitnni Riuniti Ravenna . K 

(fil£, pp 100- 1) 

With the assumption of the defensive , the control of all stocks 
of artillery ammunition passed to Allied Force Headquarters . 
At the same time (8 Jan 45) a drastic r eduction was made in the 
allotment of artillery ammuniti on to Corps , fixed at 10 r ounds 
per gun per day for field artiller y and five for medium artil­
l ery. Out of thes e allotments the Corps had to mak e pr ovision 
for such l ocal offensive operations as they might wish to t.mder­
t~ke. (Ibid, P • 101) 

328. Unfortunately these restrictions on the use of 
artillery coincided with a similar reduction in the amount of 
air support available. As part of their preparations to rest 
and train for the spring offensive, the Air Force proposed to 
reduce the number or daily sorties . This saving to be effected 
mainly by a reduction in the ntnnber of those made in clos e sup­
port of the Ground Forces . As a result of this proposal the 
two services entered into prolonged and at times heated 
negotistions. Finally, h owever , towards the end of January an 
agreement was r eached which called f or a ll direct support tar­
gets to be closel y scrutinized b y the Air Force before accept­
ance. 

These differences, however , had no effect whatever 
on the spirit of co- operation between the two 
Services, which r esulted during the defensive phase 
in useful advances in t he t echnique of air support 
and in the f i nal off ensive in a closer integration 
of effort than had ever before been achie ved . 

x Should read 11 Fiumi Uni ti south of Ravenna". The second ot 
the two demolition belts followed tho line of the Fiumi Uni ti 
and Montone River . 
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329. Prel iminary planning for the defence of the 
Winter Line was already under way a t Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps . 
On 4 Jan Corps Headquarters received word that an Italian 
Combat Group, the Gruppo Cremona,* would be placed under com­
mand in t he near future . Gen Foulkes intended to use the 
Italian formation to hold the righ t sector betwee.n the railway 
and the coast, and to divide the r es t of the front i nto two 
sectors with 9 Armd Bde in the cen t r e and one of the Canadian 
divisions on the l eft , This would enable him t o withdraw the 
remaining Canadian divi s ion into r eserve for r est and training. 
{W.D., G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps, Januar y 1945 : Appx 23 , 1 Cdn 
Corps Operation Instruc tion No . 38, 5 Jan 45). On 12 Jan Corps 
Headquarter s issued a de tailed ins t ruction for the occupation 
of the Win t er Line. This differ ed sli@tl tly fran the original 
plan in that it plac ed the whol e of the front l eft of the rail­
way under 1 Cdn Inf Div with 9 Armd Bde remai ning in the centre 
s ector but under connnand 1 Cdn Inf Div . As l aid down in this 
instruction the defensive battle would be fought in the F.D.Ls., 
and each unit woul d maintain in r eadiness a local counter­
attack forc e , including tanks, for immediate use in the event 
of any localities b eing over-run by the enemy. In addi t ion 
each division would ha ve availabl e one battalion and a squadron 
of tanks as divisional counter - attack force . To ensure that 
forward units ooulrl hold out for at l east 24 hours they would 
store additional ammunition , rations, and water, in company 
posi tions. In case of pene tration by the enemy 1n neighbouring 
sectors, divisions would prepare switch lines to c over their 
flanks . Similar steps would b e taken to isola te penetrations 
within divisional areas . In Corps immediate reserve would be 
one brigade of 1 Cdn Inf Div, one regiment of 21 Tk Bde, and 
R. O. D., in main r eserve 5 Cdn Armd Div . To build up a compl e te 
picture of the enemy ' s dispositions and intentions formations 
were ordered to adopt a vi gorous and energetic patrol policy 

K '!he two regimen ts which made up t he i nfantry component of 
the Gruppo Comba t timento "Cremona" wer e first founded as 
vol unteer units f rom Lombardy and t ook part in the War of 
Independence of 1 848. Eventual l y they b ecame the Brigata 
"Cremona 11 and f oll owing t he war s of 1 8 66 became a part of 
the regular army los ing th eir l ocal associations but not 
t heir name. The formati on continued as part of the regular 
forces and in 1939 , with the addition of a fi eld ar tillery 
r egiment and other unit s , b ecame the "Cremona" Division. 
In September 1943 the divis i on was stationed in Corsica, and 
f ollowing the armistice succeeded, with the aid of the civil 
population, in expelling the German and Fascist troops from 
the island . In September 1 944 the division moved to 
Southern Italy. Her e it was reformed as the Cremona Comba t 
Group and equipped wi t h British weapons and transport . 

((H. S. )22401.0ll(Dl) : Acc ount of the 
His tory and Oper a tions of t he Gruppo 
Cr emona ) 
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for the winter months . Formation commanders would carefully 
plan a series of small offensive operations on the scale of 
one operation per sector each two weeks , each attack to employ 
one or two companies adequately supported by artillery fire . 
I n addition to keeping the enemy in a state of anxiety and 
destroying his more troublesome pos itions these operations 
would serve to keep the troops offensive ly minded, and practice 
the staffs in the planning of operations. (W.D., G. S., H. Q. 
l Cdn Cor ps , 4 Jan 45 and Appx 55, 1 Cdn Corps Operation 
Ins true tion No . 39, 12 Jan 4 5 ) 

DEFENSIVE OPERATIONS OF 5 CDN ARMD DIV, JANUARY 1945 

330 To return now to 12 Cdn Inf Bde which, although 
it had had no part in the offensive carried out by 5 Cdn Armd 
Div during the first days of January, had nevertheless been in 
da i l y close contact with the enemy in the course of impr oving 
and maintaining its defensive positions a l ong the Senio. These 
posi tions remained basically the same as those taken over on 
2? Dec from 11 Cdn Inf Bde althousz;h some improvements were 
effected. On 2 Jan 45 Lan & Ren Soot R., supported by the 
combined fire of the tanks, mortars, and artillery , attempted 
to clear a particularly strong enemy l odgment on the east bank 
in the vicinity of the demolished Fusignano bridge . The 
Lanarks succeeded in gaining control of an additional stretch 
of the dyke at the bulge in the Senio s outh of the br idge 
(382434), bu t s o strong was the enemy fire from the vicinit~ 
of the bridge itself that they were unab le to complete their 
task. This constituted the principal effor t of the brigade 
during the r emainder of its stay 1n the line . Both sides car­
ried out patrols while the mor tars ond art i llery had no dearth 
of targe ts. The snipers were very active; thos e of P.L.D. G. 
claimed l? kil ls and 12 probables , Lan & Ren Scot R. 30 kills 
and 50 probab l es . Although the troops on the dykes did not 
have to undergo the mortaring and she lling which the ir comrades 
farther removed from the enemy had t o endure , they wer e contin­
ually engaged in bitte r, close , fi ghting . The 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report states that : 

Fierce grenade due ls were fr equent and a s a novelty 
our tps r olled bangalore t or pedoes down the bank and 
·threw 75 grenades wit h 36 gr ena des a tta.ched . In 
r etaliation the enemy rolled fus ed t eller mines down 
our side of tho bank. 

(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

On one occasion, a ccording t o t he di arist of Lan & Ren Scot R.1 

••• a Gorman dug through our dyke right into one of 
our slits . The German then thr ew a grenade which 
shook our l ads up consider ably . 

(W. D. , La.n & Ren Scot R. , 3 Jan 45) 

The patrol activity of the Canadian units was confined i n the 
main t o contact and standing patrols, the latter pr oviding 
protection for the large parties which were continually a t work 
l aying mines, trip wires, defensiv e wire and gener al ly ·improv­
ing defences . On s everal occasions, h owever , enemy fighting 
patrols r aided pl a toon and s ection l ocalities . Due t o the 
determined stand of the troops on the spot and the quick 

' 
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count er-action of supporting weapons , however , these attacks 
f a i led t o di s l oca te the defence t o any extent . (W. D. , H.Q. 
12 Cdn Inf Bde, 8 Jan 45 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report ; W. D. , Lan & 
Ren Scot R. , 1-8 Jan 45 ; W. D. , P. L. D. G. , 1- 8 Jan 45 ) 

331. 12 Cdn Inf Bde remained in the l ine unt i l 8 
Jan , when a s par t of the pl an f or pr epar ation of the Wi n t er 
Line . it was r e l ieved and withdrawn int o res erve at Ravenna . 
On that day Seaforth of C. t ook over the positions held by 
Lan & Ren Scot R. , and at 2322 hours command of the sector 
passed to· 2 Cdn Inf Bde . P. L. D. G., however , r emained wher e 
they were, coming under comma nd the 1 Cdn Inf Div brigade 
unt il 14 Jan . R. C. R., whi ch had r e pl aced Westmr R. a s 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde r eser ve in Vil lanova on 3 Jan, now r everted to under 
command 1 Cdn I nf Bde . Westmr R. r ema i ned wi th 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
until the r el ief of t hat f or mati on on 12 Jan by the Gruppo 
Cremona . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Roport; W. D., G( Ops ), H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div, Januar y 1945 : Appx 75 , 1 Cdn Inf Div Oper ati ons Log, 3 
and 8 Jan 45 ; W. D. , H. Q. 12 Odn I nf Bde ~ Ja nuar y 1945 : Appx 3 , 
12 Cdn I nf Bde Opera t ions Log, 8 Jan 45 ) 

332. Eas t of the railwa~ 5 Cdn Armd Div c ontinued t o 
hold the l i ne until 14 Jan . Over most of t he f r ont duri ng 
this per iod ther e was li ttl e contact wi th the enemy. Uni t 
diar ists of the fo ur i nfantr y bat t a l i ons comprising 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde - the f ourth Westmr R. under command s i nc e 3 Jan 45 -
r ecord only two instances of patrol c l a shes . On the f i rs t oc­
cas i on a f i r e fight whi ch occurred be twee n patrol s ended with­
out casualties , on the s ec ond a n enemy fighting patrol overran 
a Perth s t anding pa t r ol killing the c orporal a nd t aking the 
two men pr isoner s . On the right , however , in the s ec t or eas t 
of San Alberto be t ween the Canul e di Bonifica a nd the Fi ume 
Reno, wher e G, G. H. G. had t aken over fr om 12 L. on 7 Jan, ther e 
was c onsider abl y mor e activi t y . To hold this l a r ge a r ea , t ho 
r econnaissance unit had two squadrons (the third bad r emained 
in Mezzano) one dispos ed a l ong the north bank of t he Bonifica 
be tween Mandriole and the Strada Antica bri dge , the o ther based 
at the Boni f i ca astr ide the r oad l e adi ng nor t h t o t he Reno 
f erry . La, t er t he thi r d s quadr on moved up fr om Mezzano to f orm 
a r egimenta l r eser ve . La t e on 7 Ja n an enemy f orce crossed in 
assault boa t s near the Reno fer ry , dr ove in a G. G. H. G. l is t en­
ing pos t a nd f or a f ew hours , until driven back by arti ller y 
and tank fir e pl us the efforts of d ismount ed per s onnel of 
G. G. H. G. ·, domina t ed the a r ea of the near dyke , At this time 
G.G. H. G., be caus e of mi nes , had no defe nsive positions on the 
sout h bank of the river. Followi ng a seoond ,en emy r a id in 
the ear l y mor ning of 8 Jan , however , G. G. H. G. manned the dyke 
with a full t r oop , and since the near bank overlooked the f ar 
bank was t he n abl e t o command the whol e area . Thus when on 9 
Jan the enemy made a thi r d a ssault over t he r iver , he me t wi th 
such a fusjJJ.a de of fir e fr om thA dRfender s , tha t he broke and 

, 
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wi thdr ew in utter confusion . x During the mor ni ng of 10 Jan a 
group of some 30 partisans , then oper ati ng with G. G.B . G., ac­
companied by a S t uart tank to pr ovide a wireless link and give 
support, att empted to investigete the narrow neck of land lying 
be tween the sea and the Reno Ri ver . When the Italians r eached 
the ba s e of the spi t , however , enemy troops in s ome h ouses 
commandi ng the area opened fire , and within a short time the 
partisans were s t reaming s outh in s ome confusion . Two days 
later G. G. H. G. sent a f orce c onsisting of an assault t r oop and 
a t r oop of t anks t o clear the enemy fr om t h e spit . This attack 
achieved comple t e surprise , due partl y no doubt t o the fact 
that one of the first rounds of H.E. destroyed the enemy ' s 
c ommuni cati ons centre and killed their company commander. 
Following a one- sided fight in which they k illed a number of 
the enemy and t ook 48 prisoners, the Horse Guards destroyed 
all t he habitab l e buildings in the spit and withdrew. (Ibid S 
W.D., 3 Cdn Armd Reece Re gt , 7 - 12 Jan 45) (See Map 7) ~ 

333. In 11 Cdn Inf Bde sector, pr epara tions f or a 
l ine of def ence f or the winter months haa now commenced . In 
an oper a t i on ins true tion issued on 7 Jan, entitled "Def ence of' 
the Lamone Abbandona t o", Headquarter s 11 Cdn Inf Bde informed 
its units that : 

The sector now held by th.is brigade will b e prepared 
for s tatic defence f orthwi th. As the area will be 
t aken over fr om time to time by various formations 
with differ ent establishments, the a r ea will be 
trea t ed as one sector . The sector will be defended 
by a back stop along the line of LAMONE ABBANDONATO, 
a s eri es of nodal points about 500 yards in fr on t 
and outposts maintain&d ab out 200 yards in f r ont 
a gain with r oving patr ol s working t o t he RENO -
PIGNATTA - VECCHIO - VETRO respectively . There will 
be two r eser ve b odies - one NORTH and one SOUTH ot 
t he BONIFICA . 

(W. D. , H. Q. 1 1 Cdn Inf Bde, January 1945 : 
Appx 5 , 11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a tion 
Instruction No . 1 , 7 Jan 45) 

K The per f ormance of the Ger mans in this attack , according t o 
t he Regimental His t orian of G. G. H. G.: 

••• smacked of gross amateurism, as they had b egun firing 
wil dl y , as soon as they l anded , and appear ed to have a 
ver y hazy idea of what they were trying t o do . After 
first light, we b egan r ounding up the stragglers , who 
had not been able to return, one of them b eing a 
Norwegian, who claimed t o have joined the Wehrmacht in 
or der to escape t o our l ines and seemed t o b e genuinel y 
b ona fide . He gave us a picture of the l a ck of exper­
i ence of the Nor way Division , by r elating the stor y of 
hi s Ger man compani on, who had be gun shooting hysterical ly 
a s soon as he disembarked and in a nswer t o the Norwegian 's 
demand t o know at wha t he was firing , made the c l assic 
and r ather pa thetic r eply, "I don ' t know. I 'm just 
scared". 

((H. S . )141 . 4Al 013(D3 ) : Regimental History of 3 
Cdn Armd Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ), Chapter IX 
(118 )) 
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A.t this time the uni t s of 11 Cdn Inf Bde were disposed as 
follows: on the right , n orth of the Canale di Bonifica, in 
positions covering the bridge over the canal and San Alberto, 
was C. B. Highra , in the centr e 1 between the Strada Molinazza 
and the canal were on the right Perth R. and on the l eft Ir 
R. G. , while the l ef t flank position was still held by Westmr 
R. During their remaining few days in the line , in the absence 
of enemy activity, apar t from periodic she lling and mortaring, 
all units wer e abl e t o c onc entrate on str engthening and impr ov­
ing these positions . Defended l ocalities were wired , oc cupi ed 
buildings fortified, a nd a number of tanks suppli ed by 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde dug-in as pillboxes . The engineers l aid minefields, 
pr epar ed t he bridges over the Lamone for demolitions, improv ed 
existing r out es , a nd prepared the road north from Ravenna to 
San a lberto, as an alternative route t o the more exposed Via 
Lamone. 

334. In the meantime arrangemen t s f or the r el ief of 
5 Cdn Armd Div by the Cramona Battle Gr oup went f orward . On 
9 Jan Italian r econnaissance parties arr ived i n the brigade 
area, and a few days l ater the first of the r eliefs commenced , 
During the morning of 11 Jan, 27 L. t ook over fr om l K. R.R. C. 
in the sector a l ong the Via a l Convent allo to the l eft of 
Westmr R. , and s i multaneous l y came under command 11 Gdn Inf 
Bde . The boundary be tween 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 9 Brit hr md Bde 
then shifted s outh t o the line of the r ai lway. On 12 Jan units 
of 21 and 22 Regiments Cremona Battle Group (Gruppo Cr emona 
Comba ttiment o) t ook over the brigade defended l ocalities south 
of the Canale dl Bonit ica, I and II Battalions 2 1 Regiment 
relieving Ir R,C . , Wes tmr R., and 27 L, , and II Battalion 22 
Regiment relieving Per th R. Early on 13 Jan the Perths moved 
oft to Cattol ica, the Wes tmins t ers to Villanova, and the Irish 
across the Lamone River t o Le Torr i (4946). Until 16 Jan when 
it also moved to Catt olica the latter unit remained a t Le 
Torri in 1upport of the Ita l ians but under Corps command. At 
0600 .hours 14 Jan command of 5 Cdn Armd Div sector passed to 
H. Q. Gruppo Cremona . During the afternoon of 15 Jan the 
r emaining two battalions (I and III) of 22 Regiment relieved 
C.B. Highrs and G. G. H. G.; the infantry battalion moving to 
Cattolica that night, the reconnaissance regiment to Cervia 
on the following day . Between 12 and 14 Jan the Nor th Irish 
Hors e r elieved 8 N. B. H., and the l atter then pulled back to 
Cervia . Th.us by 16 Jan 5 Cdn Armd Div had withdrawn all its 
troops out of the l ine and had all but a f ew odds and ends 
back in 1 Cdn Corps Reserve Area on the hdriatic coast; the 
Headquarters at Ricoione, 5 Gdn J..r md Bde and the armour at 
Cervia , 11 Cdn Inf Bde at Cattolica and 12 Cdn Ini' Bde at 
Camerino. (W.D. , G.s . , H.Q._ 1 Cdn Corps, January 1945; Appx 
125, 1 Cdn Corps Operations Log, 14 Jan 45 ; W. Ds., G. G. H. G. , 
H.Q. R. C. E. 5 Cdn hrmd Div , 7-14 Jan 45; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operati ons Log, 10 Jan 45 ; 5 Cdn hrmd Div Operations Log, 13 
Jan 45;see also W. Ds . , H. Qs . and Units of 5 Cdn hrmd Bde and 
ll Cdn lii? BC1e"";" 7-16 Jan 45) 

THE OPERATIONS OF 1 CDN Il~F DIV IN THE WINTER LINE, 
6 J/.N - 27 FEB 45 

336. Although 5 Cdn brmd Div had now complet ed, as 
it turned out , its operationa l tour in Ital y , 1 Cdn Inf Di v 
continued to h ol d for some weeks l onger a large section 
of the Eighth hrmy front . During the period 6-15 Jan, the 
divi s ion cons olidated its positions a long the Senio ,~t the same 
time, gradually ex t ending its right f l ank to the north . Prior 
t o the r el ief of Lan & Ren Scot R. by Seaforth of C., the 

• 
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latter unit was relieved in its positions on the divisional 
left flank by a unit of 56 Inf Div , and the inter- corps 
boundary moved north to the line of the Granarolo - Cotignol a 
r a1iway. On the 6th and 7th P.P. C. L. I . and L. Edmn R. took 
over the right and left halves of the R. C. D. sector r espectively, 
and on the f oll owing day 2 Cdn Inf Bde assumed command of this 
and the 12 Cdn Inf Bde sector on the rigpt , taking 4 P.L.D. G. 
under command at the same time (see a l so para 331 ) . 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde, now the l eft f l anking brigade, remained in the line until 
11 Jan, when it handed over its sector to H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bd.e -
R. C.R., Hast & P.E. R. and 48 Highr s r elieving R. 22e R., Carlt 
& York R. and West N. s . a . r espectivel y . Following its r elief 
3 Cdn Inf Bde concentrated in the Russ i - Godo area with the 
role of Corps immedi ate res erve . On 10 Jan H. Q. l Cdn Corps 
placed 9 Armd Bde under command H. Q. l Cdn Inf Div thus ex­
t ending the divisional f r ont north t o the line of the r ailway . 
(W.D., G. S., H. Q. l Cdn Inf Div , 6- 14 Jan 45; W. D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 6-14 Jan 45; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 6-14 Jan 45; 
W.D., H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bde , 6-14 Jan 45) 

3~e. Except a long that part of the fr ont which lay 
between the Fossio Vecchi o and the Senio south of Alfonsine , the 
line which 1 Cdn Inf Div had to defend during the coming weeks 
followed closely the east bank of the River Senio . The system 
of defence followed was as l aid down in a divisional operati on 
ins truction issued on 11 Jan . 

Def system will consist of -

(a) Where possibl e properly wired- in strong outposts 
a l ong EAST bank of SENIO which will be fully 
manned at night but may be occupied as OPs by 
day . 

(b ) FDL to run approx 300 yds from SENIO with killing 
gr ound t o front and between coy local ities . Coys 
will b e capab l e of a ll round def and pls mutually 
sp. 

{o) Areas between coy loca lities not covered by 
observed SA fir e will be mined with anti ­
per sonnel mines . 

(d) On that portion of the f r ont not facing up to 
the SENIO, a t hick minebelt will be laid in 
front of FDL. 

(e) A high degree of a l ertness will be r equired 
particularl y at night. Full use should be made 
of illuminating flares incl trip f l ares . 

(f) Initially bn sub sectors will be held three coys 
up . Res coy with i n sp one tp tks to be hel d as 
an immediate counter- attack force . 

There will be no WITHDRAWAL on the part of any tps 
in the FDL. 

~v.n., a.s., H.~. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 
January 1945 ; Appx 19, 1 Cdn Inf 
Div Op Instr No . 3, 11 Jan 45) 
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Holding the 13-14 miles of divisiona l front were three brigades~ 
Apart from the local r eserves mentioned in sub- para (f) above 
all three were fullycamm itted. In the case of the two Canadian 
brigades each had in support two squadr ons of tanks, one 
company of M. M.Gs., a ~ . 2 11 mortar company and an anti-tank 
battery. A fourth brigade plus R. C. D. a nd a r eglment of tanks 
from 21 '1'k Bde cons ti tu t ed the Corps immediate res erve , l ess 
one infantry ba ttalion and one squadron of tanks available as 
divisional immediate r eser va . (Ibid; W. D., G. S . H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div , January 1945 : appx 20 ,--i--rrdn Inf Div Op Instr No . 4 , 
11 Jan 45) 

33'7. "Nothing of importance goes on", a diar is t a t 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div writes on 10 Jan, adding "no doti>t lower 
formn tions , particularly uni ts in the line will be able to 
fil l their diaries with small incidents , to them full of mean­
ing" (W.D., G.S., H. Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div , 10 Jan 45) , The 
nature of these small incidents is r eveal ed in the fOllO'«ing 
extrao.t . ..f.r<mi the ·L. Ed.Inn R. r eport on operations : 

The days were much a like her e . Aqrenemy movement 
drew fire . The bn snipers accounted for many 
Ger mans seen digging along the dyke top . The ~rty 
F . o.o . and all the mortar F . o . os . engaged small 
targets regularly. In the right forward posn PIATs 
and 36 grenades and 2 11 mortars were used effectivel y . 
Conte.ct patrols were fr equent and wir e was extended 
and improved. Movement by day at the fwd pls was 
avoided . Enemy harassing fire with mortars and guns 
was r egul ar . 

((H.~. )l45-2E2013(D2): The Loyal Edmonton Regi­
ment Report on Operations from Granarol o t o the 
End of the Italian Campaign) 

In many cases opposing outposts l ay within grenade r ange of 
one another . Seaforth of c., whose F . D. Ls . wer e in places 
onl y 15-20 f ee t from tho enemy, found that employment in such 
cl os e quarters had quite a differ ent eff ect on uni t mor ale 
than they had anticipated : 

It was thought tha t extr eme proximi t y to the enemy 
over a period of time would be both costly and wear­
ing to the mora l e . Exactly the r everse has been 
found to be the case . With a fifteen foot "No mans 
l and" on the R. SENIO dyke , the strangeness soon wore 
off our men. They be came increasingly bold until 
gradually, the Canadian inability t o t ake war serious­
l y turned th& whol e thing into a joke . Impr ovisati ons 
ranging from grenades tied toge ther up t o bicycles 
and even a motor car l oaded with HE ha ve b een costl y 
t o the t axpaper but pr obab l y damaging t o Hun morale 
and undoubtedly of greates t posslble value to our own . 

K Roughly the three sectors were (1) from the railway 
Ravenna - Jlf'onsine to the Via San ~tonio (2) from Via 
San Antonio to r ailway crossing 3638 and (3) from there to 
the inter-corps boundary, the r ai lway crossing 3533. 

I 
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The end of the SENIO t our will find the regiment in 
better spirit than f or a l on g time . 

((H.S . )145 . 2S5013(Dl): The Seaforth Highlanders of 
Canada Operationa l Report Capture of Granarol o and 
the Senio Winter Line) 

Enemy positions on the east bank , l inked with the opposite side 
of the river by f ootbridges , enabled him to dominate with ob­
served fire large areas of the flat ground l ead ing up to the 
river. This ooupled with his defens ive alertness , greatly 
handicapped ~anadian attempts to establish new positions on the 
dyke .H 

338. Canadian and German activities during the f i rst 
half of January c onsisted chiefly of patr olling, small scale 
raids, and furthe r improvement of defence works. Apart fr om 
contact patrols, all patrol activity was coordinated a t Brigade 
Headquarters l evel, and f ollowed normally a certain pattern. 
In the first place a r eoonnaissance patrol went out to establish 
the presence or otherwise of the enemy and t o rec onnoitre r out es. 
Thia was followed by either an ambush patrol to waylay enemy 
traffic to or from the pos t or a fighting patr ol to drive him 
out of the position. During the earl y hours of 6 and 7 Jan 
enemy patrols attacked and drove in outposts of R. 22e R., 
inflicting sane casualties . On the evening of 8 Jan a slightly 
larger German forc e surprised a Wes t N.S . R. f orwar d position, 
capturing six men and a portable f l ame thrower equipment. Two 
nights l ater a West N. S. R. fighting patrol at t empted t o take 
out enemy positions in the vicinity of the r a ilway bridge south 
of Cotignol a (357339), but withdr ew in the fac e of strong enemy 
small arms and mortar fir e . Late on 11 Jan the enemy made a 
fairly strong effor t t o clear and occupy the l eft f orward 
positions of P. L.D.G. According t o pri soners captured in this 
fight the enemy plan had been t o make a three- pronged assault , 
each 25 strong, against the 5 Cdn hrmd Div unit . In the event 
only one of thes e thrusts penetr a t ed the P.L. D. G. defences. 
This came in over the dyko near Casa Tess elli wher e the enemy 
succeeded in surrounding some buildings occupied by a troop of 
P.L.D.G. setting them on fir e and f orcing the la tter to with­
draw. On the foll owing day , af t er a counter- a ttack by infantry 
and tanks had fail ed t o r estor o the situation, Lt - Col Bogert 
approved a plan to set up a n ew daf ensiva line i n r ear of the 
f ormer dyke positions . In this acti on enemy killed wer e 
estimate~ to number 25- 30 while P.L. D. G. casualties of a ll types 
were about half that number . Late on 14 Jan 1 We lch r elieved 
P.L.D.G., and command of that unit sector pas sed to 9 .ilrmd Bde . 
A sharp action t ook pla ce in L. Edmn R. sector on 15 Jan , when 
that unit att empted: 

K Commenting on this problem, the Bri gade Major 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
(Major W.G. Robinson , O. B.E.) stated : 

In establ ishing positions on the dyke our experienoe has 
been that the pos i ti on can be established without muoh 
trouble by blasting our wa y in ·with l ots of firo power. 
But right behind the assaulting party must be a party to 
do digging mining and wiring. Jerry is so active that 
he will flush t he positi on out i f this is not don e . 

( (H. 8 . )234Cl.Ol3(D4): 
Summary of Operations 1 Cdn Inf 
Divt 1 t o 15 Jan 45) 
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••• to wire the f oo t of the dyke bank, well in front 
of the l eft and centre c oys for 800 yards , to prevent 
enemy patr ol s entering the area easil y by night . The 
plan involved a covering f orce of two pls occ upying 
the near bank of the Senio . Sp coy provided six wiring 
parties . The two pls of u coy got onto the bank 
easil y in a silent adv and t ook two prisoners . The 
dumps of barb and concertina wir e wer e carried up and 
spaced b el ow the bank at 2030 hours, but by 2200 
hours the German reaction was considerabl e . Rifl e 
grenades showered the near f a ce of the dyke , and an 
MG t o the left of the covering force opened up on the 
main wire dump . h Hun patrol came into the left fwd 
coy a t 2220 hours but was driven off. 1.t the same 
time B coy ' s p l on the bank at the right of the bn 
sector reported an effective German counter- meas ure . 
Four enemy carrying explosive popped up over the dyke 
bank , ran to the house where the fwd section was in 
posn and blew a large explosive charge . This put the 
s ection t emporarily out of action and was followed by 
a small attack t o clear the covering party from that 
ar ea of the dyke . The wiring was proving unduly 
costly for 10 casualtie s had been inflicted on the bn 
by 2300 hours . The plan was therefore abandoned ••• 

(L. Edmn R. Report , 2£ cit) 

In the l eft divisional sector where l Cdn Inf Bde on 11 Jan had 
taken over from 3 Cdn Inf Bde (s ee para 335) there was , during 
the r emainder of the hal f - month, very little enemy activity 
east of the river. (( H. S . )234Cl . 013(D4 ): Summary of Operations 
1 Cdn Inf Div , 1 to 15 Jan 45 ; W. D., R. 22e R., 6- 15 Jan 45 ; 
W. D., West N. S. R., 7-15 Jan 45 ; W. D., P.L. D. G., 7- 14 Jan 45 ; 
~. D., G.S., H.Q. l Cdn Corps , January 1945 : Appx 52 , l Cdn 
Corps Ops Summary No . 80, 11 Jan 45) 

339. During the second half of January 1 Cdn Inf 
Div sidestepped to the right to take over a regimental s ector 
of the Cremona Battl e Grou~, later handing over its l eft 
brigade sector to 56 (Brit) Inf Div of 5 Cor ps thus shortening 
the Canadian Corps front by several thousand yards . Reliefs 
within 1 Cdn Inf Div permitted all brigades to obtain several 
days r est in the reserve role . On 16 Jan Carlt & York R. con­
centrated near the sugar factor y east of Mezzano r eplacing Ir 
R. C. as tactical r eserve b ehind the Cremona Gruppe . During 
18 and 19 Jan 3 Cdn Inf Bde took over from 2 Cdn Inf Bde in 
the Fusignano sector (roughly b etween the 38 and 44 Northing); 
R. 22e R. relie~ing P. P. C. L.I., Carlt & York R., s eafor t h of o. , 
and West N.S . R.,L. Edmn R. hf t er only three days in r eserve in 
the Russi - Godo ar ea , 2 Cdn Inf Bde on 22 Jan r elieved 21 Regt 
Cremona Battle Group in the sector b e tween Pignatta and the 
Ravenna -Alfonsine r ailway. Dispositions of 2 Cdn Inf Bde in 
the new seotor wer e two units forward, L. Edmn R. right , and 
Seaforth of c. l eft , and one unit , P. P . C. L.I., in r eserve east 
of the Lamone . At this point 1 Odn Inf Div was holding a 
greatly increased frontage with a ll its resources committed; 
On 29 Jan, however, 56 Inf Div took over from l Cdn Inf Bde , 
thus r e l easing that brigade for use as Corps immediate r eserve . 
The inter - corps boundary was then moved north to the line of 
the Bagnacavallo - Lugo r ailway. During this peri od the F .D.Ls. 
of 9 Armd Bde were hel d by 1 K. R. R. C., 7 H.,* 27 L. and l Welch. 

K 7th Queen ' s Own Hussars. 
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On 27 Jan 12 L. "pass ed fr om under command 9 hrmd Bde to under 
56 Inf Div , and, on 29 Jan,2721 Sqn R. h .F . Regt replaced 2788 
Sqn R. A. F. Regt, then operating under command 1 Welch .K 9 
Armd Bde was due t o be relieved early in Februar y by 2 (Brit} 
4rmd Bde , and for this purpose the latter formation on 30 Jan 
was pl aced under command 1 Cdn Inf Div. Tank support conti nued 
t o be provided by two regiments of 21 Tk Bde f or the Canadian 
i nfan try bri gades and by 4 HJUl for 9 J.rmd Bde . (Summar y of 
Oper ations 1 Cdn Inf' Div, 16 to 31 Jan 45; (H. S . )274B9. 008(Dl ): 
War Di ary, 9 11.rmd Bde , 27- 29 Jan 45; W. Ds ., G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div , and Canadian formations and units under command , 18- 31 
Jan 45 ) 

340. The wea ther during most of January was cl ear and 
col d , the ground firm . The ri vers had not frozen over , but by 
the end of the month had increased in depth and swiftness . 
Ver y l ittl e rain f ell but there were several light falls of 
snow, t r aces of which r emained to the ond of the month. During 
the second half-month patrols of b oth sides were aga in active , 
and c l ashes between them were numor ous . · rn the now sector on 
l Cdn Inf Div right flank , the enemy had, in oper ati ons against 
the Ital ians , seiz ed and occupied as s trong points a number of 
houses east of the Fosso Vetr o on L. Edm.n R. front . Agains t 
these buildings the Edmontons put in two strong patrol attacks 
and one raid at company strength. One of the f ormer went in on 
24 Jan against an enemy party occupying a ruined building 
(481490) 300 yards west of tho battal i on forward posts . On 
thi s occasion the Edmontons made use of t he Wasp flamethrower 
for the first time . 

At 1945 hours , with a pl following , the Wasp worked 
up within 30 yards of the ruin and put l ight hot­
shots into it . The fire was completely satisfac t ory . 
The Wasp withdrew when through firin g, and mor tar 
smoke was put down t o a void sil houe tting our tps as 
they closed i n agains t the burning building. Un­
f or t unatel y the enemy had withdrawn fr om the posn . 

(L. Edmn R. Report} 

The c ompany a t tack was made against a troublesome enemy 
position at Casa Baronio (487500) , several hundred yards to the 
west of the r ight forward Edmonton company , which had been 
waging propaganda warfare against the neighbouring battalion of 
the Cremona Gruppe. At 0600 hours on 28 Jan two platoons of 

K Concerning the relief of 2788 Sqn tho war di ary of li . Q. 9 
1'r md Bde states: 

Nothing wa s known e ither at this H. Q. or the H. Q. l 
Welch about t h is rel ief . It must have b een a private 
RAF arrangement . 

( ( H . S ~ )274. ~ 9.0otHDl): 
War D:a.ur y , ., .Ar..id bo.e, 
29 J an 45 ) 



- 165 -

L. Edmn R., under cover of a short b ut heavy ar t i ller y and 
mortar conc entration, rushed the houses of Casa Baronio . Both 
reached their objectives without casualties or oppos ition from 
the enemy. After f i r ing PIAT bombs into bo t h h ouses and 
generally shooting up the surrounding ar ea , the pl a t oons with­
drew. During the withdrawal , unfortuna tely , on e platoon came 
under machine gun fir e f rom the Fosso Ve tro dyke behind Casa 
Baronio, and s uffer ed sever al casualties . Although the number 
of enemy killed i n th i s ac tion was not known, enemy s t r e tche r­
b earer s were obser ved to take away, during the morning , t en 
wounded per sonnel. Against this L . Ed.mn R. t ot a l ca s ualties 
number ed t en, i ncl uding t wo killed and t hree pr isoners. (1 Cdn 
In.f Div Summary of Operati ons ; W. D., L. Edmn R., 23- 28 Jan 45; 
W.Da., G. S. H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div an d Canadi an f orma tions and units 
under conunand , 16- 31 Jan 45 ) 

341. The enemy f ollowed an aggressive policy of 
defenc e throughout thi s period (16- 31 Jan) . Be tween 16 and 20 
Jan he was particularly a c t i ve a ga inst the Ita lians , and on 19 
Jan overran a Cremona out pos t , and pene tra t ed t o a depth of 
about 500 yar ds . The Ita lians wer e unable t o r egain all the 
ground l ost , and t he captured pos itions wer e l a t er the scene of 
a nmnb er of minor attacks by L. Edmn R. (see par a above ). The 
heavi es t enemy effor t of the period was made aga ins t 9 Armd Bde 
on the night 16/17 Jan , when a company of 36 S .S . Pz Gr en Regt, 
broke t hrough 1 Welch positions on the Via Rosse t ta (4044 ) . 
Although by ear ly morning this att ack had spent its f orce , brisk 
fi ghting con tinued throughout the day . I t was not until l ate 
on 18 Jan t ha t t he Wel ch and the tanks of 4 H., wi t h s trong 
support fr om the ar til l er y , c l eared out t he l as t of the en emy 
pocke t s . It was a rel ative l y cos tl y a f fa ir f or 16 s;s . Pz 
Gron Div whose l osses wer e es tima ted t o have t ot a lled 109 of 
a ll t ypes . On t h e other hand the Br i ti sh suffer ed comparatively 
f ew casualties . Act i ons on the s ca l e of thos e not ed ab ove wer e 
exceptional , however, the German continuing t o expend mos t of 
his energy in raids at pl atoon or l esser s trengt h. On on~ of 
these smaller raids he used a f l amethrower agains t our troops ; 
the di arist of 48 Highr s r ecor ded tha t on 25 Jan : 

At 0500 hours "D" Coy 1 s outpos t was f ired on by r i fl e 
grenades f r om the opposit e side of t he SENIO, f ollow­
ing which 4 shot s wer e fi r ed fr om a flame thrower fr om 
the river bed . One of tha out pos ts wa s t emporarily 
knocked out by the b las t effect, ·but t he men retaUated 
with 4 b oxes of 36 grena des and some 77 grenades , 
causing the enemy t o withdr aw: 

(W. D., 48 Hi gh.rs , 26 Jan 45) 

By t he use of f oo tbri dges and r ubber boa t s , t he enemy r e tained, 
t hroughout t he month, consider abl e fr eedom of movement over the 
Senio ; an Air O. P. on 21 Jan reported some 16 foo tbridges in 
existence over tha t river between Coti gnol a and Alfonsine . The 
Canadi an ou tposts al ong the dyke spent c ons i der abl e time and 
ma t eria l in a t temp t s to des t roy t hese br idges . Seaforth of c., 
t o give an exampl e , took five days anG used a va r ie t y of 
weapons, includi ng a barre l fill ed with explosives and r olled 
over the t op of t he dyke , to des troy one near Fus i gnan o. 
R. C. R., however , f ound t ha t a PIAT f ired at high angle was a 
most ef f ective weapon , and claimed to have destroyed sever a l 
bridges in one day (18 Jan) by thi s me t hod, (1 Cd.n Inf Div 
Summar y of Oper ati ons; W. D. , G . S ~, H. Q. l Cdn Corps, Jan uar y 
1945: Appx 72 , 74 and 80 , 1 Cdn Corps Ops Swmnar ies Nos . 85 , 
86 a nd 88 ; W. D., 9 Ar md Bde QR cit , 1 6-18 Jan 45 ; W. D., G. S . , 
B.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , Januarr 1945 : Appx 51, 1 Cdn Inf Div Int 
Summary No. 118 , 19 Jan 45) 
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341. During the mon th mysterious explosions to the 
west of the Senio , led to tho belief that the enemy might be 
pr eparing t o withdraw, bu t were la ter found to be associated 
with his prepar ations t o def end the Senio Line . The enemy 
divisi ons f ac ing 1 Cdn Corps r emained very much the same 
throughout January . On the German right was 362 Inf Div over­
lapping into 5 Corps front and extending north to opposite S. 
Polito, fran there to the railway at Alfonsine was 16 S . S . Pz 
Gren Div , between the latter and the Valli di Comacchio was 42 
Jaeger Div, and lastly, astride the narrow neck of land between 
the l agoon and the sea wer e elements of 710 Inf Div . Repor ts 
r eceived from partisan sources towards the end of the month 
indicated that possibly 114 Jaeger Division had again come into 
the line replacing the inexperienced 710 Inf Div . ( .D., G.S., 
H.Q. l Cdn Corps , January 1945 : Appx 116, 1 Cdn Corps Int 
Summar y No . 225 , 29 Jan 45 ; W. D., G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 
January 1945: Appx 54 , l Cdn Inf Div Int Summar y No . 119, 21 
Jan 4 5) 

341• Earl y in February Headquarters Eighth Army 
inf orm.ed Headquarters 1 Cdn Cor ps the. t. in the near future, the 
Canadian formations in Ital y would leave the. t thea tre for 
North-West Europe and an operational role with First Cdn Army. 
This move would b e a "Top Secret" matter and in correspondenee 
would b e r ef erred to as Opera ti on 11 GOLDFLAKE 11 .« On 8 Feb, as 
part of the cover plan for Operation 11 GOLDFLAKE", Headquarters 
l Cdn Corps issued Operation Instruction No . 41 accordi ng to 
which the Corps would "move in to Army Gp Res during Feb and 
early March to train f or ops in spring" (W.D., G. S ., H.Q. 
1 Cdn Corps, February 1945: Appx 24) . This was f ol l owed on 
the 9th by a meeting in Ravenna between General Mccreer y and 
s onior officers of Corps Headquarters and 1 Cdn Inf Div a t 
which the de t ai l s of the plan were discussed . (W. D., l Cdn 
Fd Hist Sec , 9 Feb 45 ). On 10 Jan at 1800 hours command of 
the Corps sector passed to 1 Cdn Inf Div , Cremona Gruppa and 
1 Cdn A. G. R. A. at the same time passing from under Corps to 
under divisi onal o ~nmand . (W. D., G. S., H. Q. l Cdn Inf Div, 
January 1945 : Appx 41, 1 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 10 Feb 45 ). 
The first "GOLDFLAKE 11 moves took place this same day men 5 
Cdn Armd Div connnenced moving its tracked vehicles by rail 
from Riocione , and its wheeled vehicles by road from Cattolica . 
Corps Headquarters despatched its first road flight from 
Ravenna on 13 Feb. (His torical Section C. M. H.Q, Report No .181 : 
g.;era t i on 11 GOLDFLAKE 11

, the move of 1 Cdn Corps from Italy to 
or th-West Europe , February- March 1945, pp 9, 11) 

344. For a short period l Cdn Inf Div , swollen al-
most to Corps s ize - it now had, apart from its normal compl e• 
ment of artillery, engineers , M. M. G., and not including the 
A. G. R. A. and the Partisans, some 22 units under command - held 
under direct connnand Ei ghth Ar my over 20 miles of front , 
Fortuna t ely there was l ittl e a ctivi ty and for the "G" Staff a t 
any r a t e little to do ; the G (Ops) diar ist complained that "The 
Ops Room r emains dull and the day SP"'rn° l ong" {W. D., G.S., 

x The plsnning and execution of this move is covered in some 
detail in Historical Sec tion C, M. H. Q. Report No , 181 : Oper­
ation 11 GOLDFUKE", the move of 1 Cdn Corps from Italy to 
North-West Europe , February - March 1945 . 
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H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 14 Feb 45) . On 16 Feb 5 Corps took over the 
f ormer l Cdn Corps sector , and the t wo separate commands which 
ha d existed prior to 10 Feb again came into being ; 1 Cdn Inf 
Div (with under c ommand 2 Armd Bde) on the l eft and the Cremona 
Gruppe on the right . During t his same period a number of 
changes of l esser importance t ook place 1n the 1 Cdn Inf Div 
sector. ~ 3 Feb 2 (Brit) Armd Bde , with under command the 
Beys, 9 L., 10 H., 27 L., 1 Buffs , l Welch, 1 K. R. R. C., and 
s uppor t and service el ements, relieved 9 Armd Bde . K On thi s 
s ame day l Cdn Inf Bde t ook over from 2 Cdn Inf Bde; R.C.R. 
r elieving P. P. C.L. I . in the right forward posi ti on , Hast & 
P. E. R. t akin g over from Seaforth of c. on the l eft , and 48 
Higbrs r eplacing L. Edmn R. as brigade reserve . After six days 
as r eserve in the Russi - Godo area , 2 Cdn Inf Bde again went 
into the line on 10 Feb, relieving 3 Cdn Inf Bde in the 
Fus ignano s ector ; fr om right t o left Seaforth of c. , L. Edmn R., 
and P. P. C. L. I ., relieving Carlt & York R. , iest N.S . R. , and R. 
22e R. Un til. the final r elief of 1 Cdn Inf Div by 8 Ind Div, 
which commenced on 23 Feb, ther e were no further changes in 
divisional dispositions. ((H. S . )224Cl . Ol3(D6 ): Summary of Ops 
l Cdn Corps February and Mar ch 1945 by Ma j L. A. Wrinch, Hist 
Offr, l Cdn Cor ps ; W. D., G, S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1-16 Feb 
45 ; Summary of Ops l Cdn Inf Div, 1-15 Feb 45) 

345. Ra in and milder weather , which set in at the 
end of the first week of February, caused the Senio to rise and 
ground c onditions to deteriorate . Movement of traffic to and 
frcm the forward positions b ecame ver y difficult , particularly 
in the right s ector of 1 Cdn Inf Div wher e a t l eas t one sub­
unit was supplied by mule and cart transport . Pa trols, snip­
ing duels, artiller y exchanges , mortar and M. M. G. fire, con­
stituted the chief ac tivity of bo th sides during the period . 
In the l eft s ector, where the opposing posts wer e in c l ose 
proximity t o on e another, ther e was aga in a pr ol ific use of 
grenades .JUI l Cdn Inf Div mounted onl y one raid at more than 

Jt Queen's Bays (2nd Dragoon Guards), 9th Queen ' s Royal 
Lancers, 10th Royal Hussars (Prince of Wal es ' Own) , 27th 
Lancer~, lst Ba ttali on The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 

Being so close to the enemy provided the troops with an op­
portunity to try out a number of novel ideas . Two of the 
more s ucc essful of these inventions are des cribed in a 
r eport of Seaforth of c. 

The "V- 2 11 is a slingshot ma de from a crotch of a tree 
and an inner tube . The stom of the crotch is p l aced 
in the ground and allowed t o turn. This gives it a 
3600 traverse . By putting seven second 36 grenades 
in th e pouch and firing i t the job of an EY rifle i s 
achieved with very good effect . The "V-2 11 has a r ange 
of approximately 100 yds with 36 grenades and 50 yds 
with 75 grenades . The "Dagwood" is a 36 grenade 
sandwiched w1 th t wo 75 grenades contained in a sand­
bag, The sack is smmg ar our and when released the 
36 grenade is detonated, thus setting off the 75 
grenades. The r esulting expl os i on was terrific , a nd 
r eports state that they ha d a bad effect on the 
morale of the enemy . 

((H.S . )l45 . 2S5013(Dl): The Seaforth Highlanders of 
Canada Oporational Report: The Capture of 
Granarolo and The Senio Winter Line) 
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platoon strength in February . This action occurred early on 
the 3rd when two platoons of P. P.C . L. I. raided enemy positions 
at Casa Baronio - the scene of an earlier raid by the L . Edmn 
R. (see para 340). Al though "a good plan was made with arty, 
M. 3", M. 4 . 2 11

, MMG, and 95 nnn ' s giving supporting fire " the 
r aid was not a success . (W. D. , P. P. C. L. I. , 2 Feb 45) . 

For four minutes the arty laid down a well placed 
concentration on the objective and then lifted to 
the canal bank, as the two assaulting pls moved up 
f r om their firm base at 492499 . At 0204 hrs 14 pl 
under L t . Lewis , and 15 pl l ed by Sgt Sansom, made 
the assault on the building with one pl t o the right 
and the other making a flanking attack from the left . 
The co unter mor t ar fire and c ounter battery were good, 
keeping enemy fir e t o a minimum. As the pls ap­
proached the buildings the enemy pulled out on the 
double , and as a sea of 14 pl was clear ing the for ­
ward h c1use of the group , a prepared charge was set 
off by the enemy and most of the section were buried 
in the debris . The r emainder of the pl started to 
dig them out but a well placed mortar crump caught 
them and many casualties were inflicted . 

( Ibid , 3 Feb 45 ) 

Casualties suffered by P.P . C. L. I. in this action - recorded by 
the unit diarist as six killed , 30 wounded and one missing -
were dispr oportionately high considering the relative tmimpor t ­
anoe of the task and the number of troops involved. K (Sunnnar y 
of Ops 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1-15 Feb 45 and 16- 25 Feb 45 ; W. Da,, H. Q. 
1 Cdn Inf Div and for ma tions and units under comm.and for 
Febr uary 1945) 

346. Enemy patrols during the period had fair success 
in surprise attaoks on Canadian posts . Two such raids on R. 
22e R. cost them 14 casualties . The first of these took place 
on 4 Feb when a wiring par ty was ambushed and lost five men as 
pr isoners . Again early on ? Feb an enemy raiding party sur­
prised an R. 22e R. platoon headquarters , killed a sentry and 
took the officer and seven other r ank s pri soner . (1 Cdn Inf 
Div Summary of Ops, 1- 15 Feb 45 an d 16- 28 Feb 45 ; W. D., R. 22e 
R. , 4 and 7 Feb 45) . R.C .R. was the next to suffer from these 
surpr ise tao tics . (W. D. , H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bde , February 1945 : 
Appx 8 , 1 Cdn Inf Bda Op erations Log, 16 Feb 45)• On 16 Feb 
enemy raiders pene t rated an R. C. R. company defended area and 
tookl7 prisoners without a fight . In his b ook 11 55 Axis" Major 
Strome Galloway, E.D. gives the following ac count of this 
incident : 

The raid was cleverly conceived and daringly carried 
out. "B" Company was in a square for mation , each 
corner being in a farm building. Two platoon s were 
forward, wher eas the res erve platoon and Company HQ 
formed the r ear corners of the square . Between was 
an Artillery O. P. protected by a s ection detached 

x War Service Records . give P. P. C. L. I . casualties on this date 
as seven killed, one died of wounds and 28 wounded 
(Casualty _Statistics - The Campaign in Italy) 
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fr om one of the f orward platoons . On the second floor 
was a section of Medium Machine Guns. At 3 a .m. the 
four corners of the company position were pounded 
with shells, the concent ra tions continuing for almost 
forty minutes. During t hi s time the enemy raiding 
party , estimated at t wenty-five , overcame the s entry 
posts to the front and rear of the building and then 
rushed into the ground fl oor where three- quarters of 
the garrison wer e resting. These men were overcome 
without the chance of fighting back and were frog­
marched into the inky blackness t owards the German 
line s • • • Upsta irs the men on the M. M. Gs . wer e help­
l ess , f or to sweep the barnyard with fi r e would 
l ike as n ot have killed fri end as well a s foe. 

(Galloway( Major Strome , E.D., 11 55 Axis", 
pp 189-90) 

34'7. During the night 24/25 Feb the enemy, making 
his strongest effort of the month on the 1 Cdn Inf Div front , 
twice attacked the 2 Cdn Inf Bde positions n ear the river bank 
south of Fusignano (map square 3742) . 

At approx 1815 hrs extremel y hy mortar and shell­
fire came d own on the rt fwd coy of the LER and the 
two l eft fwd coys of the SEAF of c. Mortar and Arty 
DF tasks were called f or and fir ed but twenty 
minutes later the en emy a ttacked with two coys of 
inf and a pl of pnrs . The attack was directed on the 
LER r t flank and the SEAF of c. left and centre c oys 
evidently aimed at penetration between the two bns 
t o eventually seize c ontrol of the EAST bank of the 
river . The s ituation remained s lightly obscure f or 
a short time as b oth line and wire less c amn t o the 
LER pl was knock ed out but contact was finally est 
by patrol. The shelling which had c eased when the 
attack came in c onnnenced again a t 1900 hrs but 
quietened down after half an hr . Although the 
~i tua ti on was not c ompl e t el y restor ed, as small gps 
of enemy had managed to work through the FDLs and in 
rear of the fwd pls, it appeared as though the main 
danger was past . Stron g fighting patrol s from the 
SEAF of c. and LER scour ed the ooy areas and by 2100 
hrs the situation was compl e t ely r estored . A total 
of five PW wer e t aken, three of thes e passing through 
med channe l s as they wer e wounded . It wa s believed 
that tha attacking f orce suffer ed high ca s , our 
mines and booby- traps inflic ting s ever al. 

(W. D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 2 4 Feb 45) 

Casualti es suffer ed by the two Canadian uni t s i nvolved in this 
affair amounted t o three killed and 16 wounded . .A.part from a 
short fire fight, when a small pa trol attempted unsuccessfull y 
t o infiltra t e be tween L. Edmn R. and P.P . C. L. I ., there was no 
further a ctivity on the brigade fr ont until early th e f ollow­
ing morning. Then , fr om 0300 h ours t o 0330 hours, the r e was 
again very heavy shelling on Seaf orth of c. Following this an 
enemy raiding party, with an estima t ed stren gth of 30, came in 
on both sides of a c ompany of Seaf orths opposite Fusignano . 
But the fire of the Seaforths ca ught the en emy a s he was sky­
lined on t op of t he dyke inflicting a numb er of ca sua lties on 
him, and quickly f orcing him t o break off the action . Unit 
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r eports of the night ' s fighting give casualties of L. Edmn R. 
as four killed and 10 wounded, and Seaforth of c. as one 
killed and 16 wounded.H Known enemy casualties were seven 
prisoner and six killed. In addition German stretcher 
bearers were busy throughout the n i ght evacuat ing the ir 
wounded. For the Canadians, thi s minor defensive battle 
marked the end of the f i ght i ng in Ita l y. (W. D., H, Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 24-25 Feb 45 ; Seaforth Report; L. Edmn R. Report) 

348. A particularly annoying enemy practice, during 
this period of static warfare, was that of sending over porson­
nel in the guise of str etcher bearers and Red Cross workers 
into the area of our advanced posts in an alleged search for 
Gorman- wounded, sometimes in places whore no action had oc­
curred. To give an exampl e , during the morning and afternoon 
of 11 Jan, whitu - clothed enemy bearing a large whi t e flag 
possibly with a Rod Cross on it made the ir way i n to houses 
opposite the P.L.D.G. sector. From observation of the 
activities of thes e personnel tho conclusion was roached that 
they wor e not Rod Cross personnel, but combat troops assembling 
for a r~id (s ee para 338) . Again on 16 Jan thr oe enemy 
stretcher bearers walked along top or the east dyke in 
front of Seafor th of c., openly taking note of the l ayout of 
the l atter 's F .D. Ls. Whon intorceptod they were found to be 
without Gene va cards , and accordingly wore taken prisoners. 
As a r esult of this i ncident pamphle ts wore prepared in 
Ge rman warning the enemy that i n the futur e enemy Red Cross 
personnel would not b e tol erat ed on our s i de of the dyke at 
any time under any circumstances . Two days later the enemy 
produced Geneva ca rds for tho alloged stretcher bearers, and 
r equested t heir r e l ease . Their emissary was told thG matter 
was closed, r elieved of the cards , and escorted back to his 
own linos .H~ Anothe r incident , involving suspected enemy 
misuse of the Red Cross emblem, concerned a hospital i n 
Fusignano. 

In FUSIGNANO, opposite th€ Sear of C soctor is a 
largo three stor y building marked with r ed crosses , 
presumably a hosp , however tho Seaf of C, having 
noticed considorabl~ mov in the upper floor fe lt 
positive that an enemy OP located in tho building 
was r esponsible for the accurate firo that has been 
directed on them of l a te. Upon the Bde Comd 1 s 
r ecommendation a r eques t to shell the building, after 
having given the onemy notice to vacate , was fwd to 
HQ EIGHTH ARMY and r e ce ived approval. 

(W . D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Jan 45) 

w War Servic e Records give the following figures for 24- 25 
Feb 45: Seaforth of C. two other r anks kill ed, one died 
of wounds, and two offic ers 18 other ranks wounded; L. 
Edmn R. four other r anks killed , two died of wounds , and 
e ight other ranks wounded (Casualty Statistics - The 
Campa i gn in Italy) 

An I talian me dica l officer, a de s erter , interrogated on 7 
Feb , r eveal ed that tho Gon~va ca rds in question were made 
out two days aft er tho captur e of thG stretcher bear ers . 
(W . D., G. S. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, February 1945: Appx 20 , 
1 Cdn Inf Div Int Summar y No . 126, 8 Feb 45) 
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A l eaflet was prepared, for delivery by PIAT, throwing or 
patrol, giving the enemy until 1400 hours the following day 
(11 Jan) to evacua t e the hospital. At mi dday on the 11th, 
however, H.Q. l Cdn Corps i ssued orders forbidding the shell­
ing of the building. In the meantime , at the request of a 
German medical offic er , a Seaforth str e tcher bearer had in­
vestigated the hospital, and returned reporting no signs of 
military occupation. This was as expected . The matt er was 
concluded with a message to the enemy t o the effect tha t 
shoul d it again b e suspected that the hospita l was being us ed 
as an obs ervation post it would be shelled and suggesting that 
the evacuati on of the pa tien ts b egin as soon as possible. 
(W.D., P.L.D.G., 11 Jan 45; W. D., Seafor t h of c., 16-18 Jan 
45; W.D., H,Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 10- 11 Jan 45 ) 

349. As might be expeoted b oth sides devot ed c onsid­
er able at t ention to pr opaganda and "s onic warfar e " during this 
period, Printed matt er was delivered chiefl y by ai r or 
artillery, although pa trol s , mortars , and PIATe, were a ls o 
used . Still an other me thod used was that of r ecording the 
messages and pro jec ting them through l oudspeakers placed in 
the F.D.Ls. German propaganda, directed mainl y at the 
Italians, included appeals to desert , safe conduct passes, 
sentimental music, the thr eat of new weapons, and the ol d 
theme of fighting t o the l as t anglo- american bullet, and the 
last drop of Italian, Ind i an, etc . , blood, One enemy pam-
phlet c ontained de t ail ed instructions on methods of artificially 
inducing or simultating vari ous ailments , including among many 
others paralysis, h eart di seas e , and tuberculosis. Allied 
propaganda concentrated on bringing up• t o-da t e news on Ger man 
reverse s to the front-line soldiery, and on placing safe 
conduct passes in the hands of would-be deserters. These 
latter appea l ed in the main to non-Germans serving in the 
enemy armies. Front-line news broadcasts seemed t o meet with 
the approval of the enemy , for on several occasions he s t opped 
the fire of his M. M.Gs . and mortars in order to lis t en. The 
equipment us ed for the news broadcasts was also utilized for 
the broadcasting of faked operational noises; recordings of 
p,a trol noises, tank and vehicl e movements and r e liefs . 
'Sonio" warfare, as t his type of ac ti vi ty was called, was 
intended to attract enemy fire, lure his patr ol s into ambush, 
or c over current or pending operat i ons. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. l 
Cdn Cor ps , January and February 1945; l Cdn Corps Int Sums 

· and Ops Sums , January and February 1945; Sunnnary or· Operations 
l Cdn Corps by Maj L. A. Wrinch, 16- 31 Jan 45 ; W.D., H.Q~ 2 
Cdn Inf Bde, 3-4, 6 Feb 45) 

350e Meanwhile arrangements had been compl e ted f or 
the r elief of 1 Cdn Inf Div by 8 Ind Div . The handover com­
menoed on 23 Feb when 2/12 F . R.R ., l R. F . and 1/5 R.G.R. of 
17 Ind Inf Bde relieved R. C. R., Hast & P.E.R. and 48 High.rs 
r espectivel y , command of the sector passing from l Cdn Inf Bde 
t o 17 Ind Inf Bde a t 2250 hours.* At first light on 25 Feb 
units of 21 Ind Inf Bde commenced taking over the positions 
occupied by 2 Odn Inf Bde in t he Fusiirnano sec t or; 1/5 
Mahratta L.I. relievin& Seaforth of C ~ , 5 R.W.K. taking over 
from P.P.C.L.I., and 3/15 Punjab R. r epl acing L, Edmn R.*K 

H 2nd Battalion 12 t h Frontier Force Regi ment (P.w.o.), 1s t 
Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), lst 
Battalion 5th Royal Gurkha Rifle.s. 

JUE lst Battalion 5th Ma.hrat t a Light Infantry, 5th Batt a lion 
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment , 3r d Batt a lion 15th 
Pun,1ab Regi ment , 
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Apart fr om one incident - the wounding of three M.ahra ttas in 
the Seaforth of c. area by enemy mortar fire - the r eliefs 
proceeded smoothl y and efficientl y . At 2140 hours H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div issued the following message : 

0188 SECRET comd of 1 Cdn Inf Div sec tor passes t o 
8 Ind Div 252130 hrs . 3 Cdn Inf Bde comes under 
comd 8 Ind Div wef 252130 hrs . a ll infm 

(W . D., G.S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Ini' Div , Febr uary , 
1945 ; Appx 1 , Ops Log , 25 Feb 45J 

At this time the division had already connnenced to move south, 
and the fir st convoys had arrived in the t emporary concentra­
tion area around Fermo, a town near the Adriatic coast about 
150 road miles dis tant. At 1800 hours on the 27 t h 3 Cdn Ini' 
Bde , the last Canadian formation to hold an operational role 
i n Italy, handed over its r esponsibilities as divisional 
r eserve to 19 Ind Inf Bde , and joined the trek southward . 
(Ibid, Ops Log , 25 Feb, and Appx 33 , 1 Cdn Inf Div Op Instr 
No:-6, 19 Feb 45 ; 1 Cdn Inf Div Sunnnary of Oper ations ; W. D., 
H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bde , 23 Feb 45 ; W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 25 
Feb 45; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 27 Feb 45) 

AIR OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF 1 CDN CORPS , 
DECEMBER 1944 - FEBRUARY 1945 

351. During the period 2 Dec 44 to 5 Jan 4~ out of 
35 days , only 13 provided good flying weather . Of the r emain­
i n g 22 days, a l most 50% wer e unsuitable for any type of air 
opera tions , and f l ying was seriously restricted on the r e­
mainder. Tot al sorties flown by the Desert Air Force (D. A. F .) 
in support of 1 Cdn Corps during this peri od numbered 2625. 

Of these , 2403 were fighter -bombers, and 222 were 
lt and med bombers . CbBHh.NK , operated by ROVER 
DAVID made 122 attacks in close sp, using 635 air­
craft . Th.ere were 190 sorties against brs on the 
Corps front and 130 arty k missions wer e flown of 
which 106 were effective . 

BEAUFIGHTERS of 600 Sqn oper ated 74 night patr ols 
claiming 2 Ju 87 's destroyed and one damaged , and a 
MOSQUITO night- figh t er des troyed one Ju 188 (or 1 
Me 410). on the night 3/4 Jan 45 . 

Almost exactly 25% of the entire DAF effort in all 
theatr es of ops was dir ec t ed in close sp of 1 Cdn 
Corps and well over one half of this effort was 
dir ected on targe ts within 1,000 yds of our own 
troops . Considering the time of year snd the state 
of the weather, thes e are surprisingly high pro­
portions. 

-

(W. D •• . G. s ., H . ~ . l CdD. C~rps , 
J u.nuar y 1 945 ; i\!~f>• 69 , Repor'fi 
on Air Qperations i n Suppor t 
of 1 Gdn Corps , 2 Dec 44 to 5 J an 45) 
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352. On s everal occasions CABRANK was used to assist 
the ground f orces in breaking up enemy counter- attacks . In 
the oourse of these actions , according to reports by gr ound 
observers the aircraft obtained several direct hi ts on enemy 
armour. Certain pr isoners , who had experienced CABRANK a t tacks 
under these circumstances gave as their opinSon: 

••• that even t hough 1 t may be impossible for the 
aircraft to a ttack more t han one part of the enemy 's 
counter attacking front a t one time , the presence of 
aircraft will send all tpe to ground, and even if 
this is for a limited period onl y , the momentum of 
the counter attack is lost . 

TIMOTHY and PIG attacks acc oun t ed for 312 of the total D. A.F. 
sorties . From the point of vi ew of the ground troops this type 
of attaok, in which fight er-bomber s operating usuall y in con­
junc t ion with a gr ound a ttack 11bli tzed" a sel ected a r ea close 
in front of our own troops , had t wo main f eatures : 

It no t only des troys various houses in which t he 
enemy may b e l odged , but its chief va lue is in 
keeping down the heads of the enemy during the 
initial s tages of an adv over comparatively open 
ground , The moral effect on the enemy is fully as 
great as the materi a l ~ffect , but this demoralization 
does n ot last indefinitely . I t is essential, ther e­
fore, that the ground attack b e thoroughly tied in 
with the aerial blitz, and that the tps move fwd s o 
as to got the grea t est possibl e advantage from the 
air attack . 

The PIG or bad-weather TIMOTHY, differ ed fr om the TIMOTHY in 
that it wa s a s trafing a ttack made at under 1,000 f ee t, and at 
times, as close as 100 yards from our own troops . In t his 
form of attack , the limiting factor was that t he aircraft was 
exposed t o the fir e of all types of anti - a ircraft weapons , 
ipcluding small arms .x 

~ The f ollowing incident will serve to demonstra te the 
effectiveness of small arms fire agains t attacking 
aircraf t. 

A bombing attack was made by 4 Mus tangs on a str ong 
pt and after bombing the aircraft r eturned to straff 
the targe t . This was very thoroughly done , but in 
the process , 3 of the 4 aircr aft were hit , the pilot, 
in one case , being struck in the eye . Al though n one 
of this was seen by the ground tps, who probably 
wonder ed why the a ircraft f l ew away appar ently 
intact, one of t he planes later crashed , and the 
other two had t o undergo repairs which kept them 
out of the air f or 4 or 5 days . 

{Report on Air Operations in Support of 1 Cdn 
Corps , 2£ cit) 
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353. During this period, the D. A.F . destroyed six 
bridges on the Corps fr on t and damaged five o t hers, two of 
t.bem badly. To achieve this result, the D. A.F . carried out 
198 s orties, 144 of them being Kittyhawks carrying 1000- lb 
bombs. Over 30% of the air ef for t , however, was directed 
against h ostile batteries , a t ot al of 171 of thes e being 
attacked • . 

Due t o the exo ellent camouflage and the use of 
houses and farmyards as gun areas, in only 17 of 
the a ttacks wer e guns s een . In a further 18, 
possible pits wer e l ocated" but the bulk of the 
reports wer e 11n o guns seen 1

• When n o signs of 
arty ar e visible , the mission 1s forced t o bomb 
the arbitr ary pinpoint on which they were briefed. 
In spite of the fact t ha t 8 figure map r efs are · 
usually given, guns are some timoo 100 yds away, and 
consequently the bombing, although acourate l y on 
the pinpoint, may have little or no eff ect on the 
guns . Tb.is lack of vis ua l confirmation of the 
targe t r educ es the f eel i n g of a ccomplishment t o the 
pilot c oncerned . 

Although an immediate a sses sment of the r esul t s was thus 
dit'fioult t o make , r eports fr om pris on ers indicated that 
attacks, fr equently achi eved suo oess . In on e cas e , s o 
reported, three out of f our enemy guns wer e destroyed in 
att ack by f our Spitfires. (Ibid) 

these 

an 

354. By early January , with the ma.in offensive 
operations of the ground f orces c ompl eted , the battle area 
presented fewer worthwhile targe t s f or the Air Force. It was 
evident that the tacti ca l squadr on s would b e mor e profitably 
empl oyed in attacks a gains t t he enemy ' s r ear connnunications, 
dumps , supply instal l ati ons , and rear es tabli s hments . As a 
result the Mediterranean Allied Tactica l h. i r Force ( M. h. .T.1'..F.) 
reduced to a mini mum i t s a c tivity over the battle area . (See 
also para 328) By the end of January t he D. h .F. had lapsed 
into relative inactivity on the Eighth Ar my front . The only 
air operati ons worthy of n ote duri ng Februar y wer e on the 23rd 
and 24th when the D. A. F. fl ew wel l over 1 00 sor t i es in support 
of an a ttack by 56 Inf Div in the Cot i gnola s ector . During 
this latter month the M. J. . T. J.. . F . f l ew only sligh tly mor e than 
1600 clos e-suppor t s or t i es over t he Fif'th and Ei ghth Army 
fr onts, or ab out three fifths of t he number fl own in support 
of 1 Cdn Corps a l one during De cember 1944 . (R . J... . F. Mediter­
ranean Review No. 1 0 ; The Invas i on of Ita l y Part VI - Ital ian 
Fina l e , pp 9-10) 

REC/lP ITULATION 

355. Allied off ens ive operati ons in December were 
almost entir ely confined t o the Eighth hrmy fr ont. The enemy 
during this phase showed gr eat stubborness in def enc e , and was 
prepared to stand and fight wher e he found hims elf rather 
than, as he had done in the autumn fighting , f a ll back 
voluntaril y to the n ex t r i ver l ine as s oon as he was at a 
disadvantage . The offensive opened with a certa in air of 
opt1m1smR and s ome early success es gave hopes of a mor e rapid 

K Statemen t by His t or ical Offic er of H. Q. Eighth Army (Ei$1th 
Army, e tc., p . 87 ) 
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advance than had hitherto been the case . On 2 Dec l Cdn 
Corps launched its attack on the enemy switch-line between 
the Montone and the Lemone . Lfter some hard initi a l fighting 
1 Cdn Inf Di v by the 3rd was in nus si, while 5 Cdn r md Div 
on its right had out the Russi-Ravenna r oad . This advance 
which threw back 356 Inf Div ts l eft placed its neighbour 114 
Jaeger Div in a difficult position . Wi th an open right flank 
114 Jaeger Div quickly withdrew to the north, and by the end 
of 4 Dec the Canadians had cleared Ravenna, and secured the 
line of Route 16 as far as Mezzano on the Lamone . In the 
hope of gaining the full advantage from the enemy ' s dis ­
comfiture 1 Cdn Inf Div innnediatel y prepared an assaUlt 
across the Lamone . On the night 4/5 Doc 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
crossed the river on a two-battali on fr ont. But the enemy 
proved better prepar ed than was thought , and in a f ew h ours 
fighting the following morning inflicted heavy l oss es on the 
Canadians, and threw them back t o the eas t bank. 

358. 5 Corps a ttacked on the n1€J:it of 3 Dec, in 
caijunction with the ?olish Corps on their left, to secure 
the high ground west of Faenza. The a ttack met with strong 
r esistance along a ridge of high ground running through 
Pideura and the latter p l a ce was not taken until 7 Deo. The 
enemy reacted strongl y and promptly t o the British advance. 
On the 9th he launched 90 Pz Gren Div, which he had brought 
over from Fifth Army front into a viol ent counter-attack 
against 5 Corps. The attacks cost the en emy heavy casualties 
and failed to bring about any improvement in his situation . 
Furthermore he was to discover that he had needl essly com­
mitted his 90th Div, for 5 Cor ps, at that point, due to ma inten­
ance diffioUlti ea and the necessity to regroup, called a halt 
to its offensiv e until 14 Dec . 

35t. In the meantime 1 Cdn Corps, chiefly b ecause 
of bad weather condi tions , had ceased its attacks following 
the r epUlae of 1 Cdn Inf Bde on 5 Dec . By 10 Dec , however, 
the weather had improved , and that night the Canadian Corps 
attacked across the Lamone with two divisions on a wide fr ont. 
'!be attack made good initial progress , and during 11 Dao both 
divisions reached the Fosso Vecchio . That night t he Canadians 
easily cr ossed the Vecchio and r esumed the advance, 1 Cdn Inf 
Div to the Cana l e Naviglio and 5 Cdn Armd Div to the inter~ 
media t e Foss o Vetr o. The enemy, h owever , r a llied at this 
stage , and endeavoured to stabilize his position . He brought 
98 Inf Div from opposit e Fifth hrmy and put it in alongside 
the weakened 356 Div , strengthened his Naviglio defences, and 
established a str ong switchline between Bagnacaval lo and the 
Lamone River. Both divisions of 1 Cdn Corps attacked across 
the Naviglio during the night 12/13 Dec but onl y l Cdn Inf 
Div on the ieft succeeded in establishing a bridgehead. The 
enemy struggl ed bard to destroy the Canadian l odgment on the 
13th, and at one point was on the verge of achieving bis a im 
when the timely arr ival of the armour tipped the balance 
against him. With the 1 Cdn Inf Div bridgehead firmly 
estab l ished, 5 Odn hrmd Div r enewed its efforts to get acr oss 
the Naviglio on its front. To prepare the way for a fresh 
assault the division sont Westmr R. supported by tanks 
through l Cdn Inf Div and north al ong the west bank of the 
canal. That n ight , with the pressure on its front greatly 
lessened as a r esult of the rapid progres s of Westmr R. the 
division crossed the Naviglio , During the 15th it faced up 
t o the Fosso Munio , and extended i ts bridgehead to the south 
t o link up with that of 1 Cdn Inf Div . Although the enemy 
no longer had a river obs t ac l e between him and l Cdn Inf Div, 
he showed . no s1~na.ot an. intention to ' withdruw. 
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368, During the night 1 4/15 Dec 5 Corps r enewed its 
offensive s ou th of Route 9 . The two at tacking divis i ons made 
slow but effective progress on the 15th, 2 N.Z. Div secured 
the area of Celle (2724), and 10 Ind Div by-passed the enemy's 
main positions on the Pergol a ridge to secure the high ground 
boyond. The enemy, weakened in numbers a s h e was, now had 
little hope of c on tinuing to hol d the Pergola ridge , and ac­
cordingly withdrew that night. On the following day (16 Dec) 
the Indian Division secured the ridge, and the New Zealanders 
closed up to the Senio, Troops or 5 Corps entered and cleared 
Faenza on the same day, but came to a halt on the n orthern 
outskirts of the t own against an enemy switchline which ran 
fr om the Lamone a l ong the Sool o Cerchia and R1min1 - Bol ogna 
railway t o the Sen!o. Supply difficulties an d l oss es in 
personnel sustained in the r ecent fighting prevented 5 Corps 
from making an immedi ate attempt t o cross the Senio or to 
continue against the switohline. 

359, Eighth Army intenti on was now t o c omplete 
olosing up to the Senlo so that it might be prepared to launch 
an assault over that river in conjunction with a Fifth Army 
offensive. Accordingly 1 Cdn Corps was instructed t o advance 
to the river fr om its Naviglio bridgeheads, while 5 Corps 
cleaned up the enemy still holding between the Lamone and the 
Senio. 'l'be Canadians attempted on 18 Dec to break out to the 
Senio through the switchline south of Bagnacavallo, but the 
attack made s o little progress that it was abandoned within a 
few hours, and the decision taken to concentrate the weight ·of . 
the Oorps in attacks from the Naviglio bridgeheads. The bat­
tle commenced on the night 19/20 Dec, and continued through 
the following day, the enemy defences having t o b e virtually 
destroyed piecemeal before he gave way. On the night 20/21 
Deo he finally withdrew, and both Canadian divisions swept up 
to the Senio. 5 Corps, meanwhile, had connnenoed driving 
northwards between the Lemone and the Senio . The British 
attack made a good start but a deterioration in the weather 
and stiffening enemy r esia tance graduall y slowed the paoe. 
By the end of the year 5 Corps advanc es and smaller gains by 
1 Cdn Corps had pressed the enemi into a salient extending, on 
5 Corps ~lank fr om Felisio (3031) on the Senio south of 
Granarolo t o the Lamone, and opposite 1 Cdn Corps from Cotignola 
along the Via Madrara to the Lamone . 

380. Although the abandonment of the plans for a 
combined offensive by both armies had relieved the urgency of 
operations east or the Senio,Eighth Army was still concerned 
with clearing its front up to th.at river in preparation f or 
the winter halt. Accordingl y, early in the new year,l Cdn 
Corps undertook operations to tidy up the ground on its flanks. 
l Cdn Inf Div laW'lched the attack on the Granarolo salient on 
the night 3/ 4 Jan and within 48 hours had completed its task. 
On the right 5 Cd.n Armd Div in f our days (2-6 Jan ) advanced to 
the Fiume Reno and the Adriatic c oas t, in the process s o badly 
battering 114 Jaeger Div that it had to be withdrawn im­
mediately after the battle . This attack on his extreme left 
wing so alarmed the enemy that on 4 Jan he made a violent and 
costly counter-attack using in vain a battle group from 16 
S.S. Pz Gren Div in an attempt to cut off the Canadian div­
ision from its base. Although these wer e the last offenaivo 
operations carried out by the Canadians in Italy , Canadian 
troops continued to hold ror some weeks t hereafter a sub­
stantial portion of the Eighth Army Winter Line , In the 
middle of January 5 Cdn Armd Div was withdrawn and nearly a 
month later H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps. The l ast week in February saw 
the relief of l Cdn Inf Div and the compl eti on of the last 

• 
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operational task of the Canadians in Ita ly. Between 29 Oct 44 
and 28 Feb 45 the Canadian gr ound forces in Italy suffered 
5,318 casualties, including 61 officers and 826 other r anks 
killed or died of wounds (see Appx ttB") . Between 1 Dec 44 
and ? J an 45 troops operati~g under command.l Cdn Corps too~ 
25 enemy officers Md 2 , 080 other ranks prisoners, and during 
the static period up to 10 Feb~~ a further three officer s and 
111 other ranks. (W.Ds . , A. & Q. , H . ~ . 1 Cdn Corps, December 
1944 , January 1945 and February 1945 : 1 Cdn Corps Adm Sitreps, 
2 Dec 44 to 10 Feb 45) 

CONCLUSION 

361 , Operation " GOLDFL.:ucE" commenced in effect on 
10 Feb, when the first 5 Cdn Armd Div convoys left Riccione , 
and continued through March into Muy . Movement to the ports 
of embarkation in Italy was in the case of the wheeled vehicles 
by roads and the tracked vehicles by r ail . Embarkation 
commenced in mid- February when 5 Cdn .ttrmd Div began loading at 
Leghorn . Also shipborne at Leghorn were 1 Cdn Inf' Div commene­
ing 3 Mar, and l Cdn Armd Bde on ? Mar . H. Q. 1 Odn Cor ps 
embarked at Napl es on 22 Feb . With the exception of 4 Bn 
1 C. B. R. G., which was phased in early, the administrative units 
began moving l atti r in March . "GOLDFL.AKE" wns completed on 
29 May . Considering the size of the f orce involved, and the 
distances covered, ths move of the Canadian Corps to North- West 
Europe was carri8d out with a minimum loss of operational time . 
To give an example only 45 days elapsed between the date on 
which 1 Cdn Inf Div relinquished its i'inal operational role in 
Italy and the date on which it c0mraenced operations in Holland . 
(Report No . 181, Q.2. ci1) 

362 . Thus on the eve of its greatest victory the 
Canadians l eft Eighth Army . For 20 months they had served with 
it , and had had a considerable share in its many battles . In 
his farewell message the Suprame Allied Commander Mediterranean 
wrote : 

You have played a distinguished part in our 
victorios in Italy , where you leave behind a 
host of fri ends and admirers who will fo l low your 
future with the liveliest interest . 

(Historical Section C.M.H. Q.. Report No . 143 -
Canad !~!!TQ2~~~!Qf!~_!!L!.~~!l.L_1_;!:.\!fLi1_::_~~-!~2-1:§; 
App:x "B" 

The cost haa not been small . Behind them they left the 423 
ofricers and 5,341 other ranks who would sleep forever in 
Italian soil . 

---------------------------------------
~ Due to a possible error in 1 Cdn Corps Adm. Sitrep of 8 Dec 

a tota l of 2,060 other r anks is pr~~ably a more correct 
figure . 

~~ After 10 Feb figures for the Canadian prisoner intake ar e 
not available as 1 Cdn Inf Div adm Sitrep was subaitted 
to 5 Corps, and copies were not placed on the divisional 
war diary . 
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3~. This report was dr afted in part by Maj B.A . 
Haines and Cap t M. B. Huffman, and completed by Maj D. H. 
Cunningham . 

ljj(J,,,,,_,,_ - -~:?ht;,., 
j (C . P. Stacey Colonel, ,.,, 

~irector B.1.stor cal Section , 
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Appx "A" - 1 
to His t orical Section A. H. Q. 

ORDER OF BATTLE 
l Cdn Corps 

Report No . 31 

(as at 0800 hrs 15 Dec 44 } 

Headquarters lst Canadian Corps 

7th Anti- Tank Regiment Roya l Canadian h.rtillery 
(l ess one bty) 

lst Survey Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
657 Air OP Sqn 
422 S . L. (Indep) Bty Royal Artillery 

l st Field Regiment rtoyal Canadian hrtillery 
2nd Field Regimen t Roya l Canadian /,rtillery 
3rd Fiel d Regi ment Royal Canadian l~rtillery 

lat An ti - Tank Regiment Roya l Canadian Artillery 
2nd Li ght Anti-/~iroraft .kegiment Royal Canadian 

J rtillery 
104th Ba ttery 7tn ~nti-Tank Regiment Royal 

Canadian Art ill ory 

The Saskatoon Light Infantry (M. G.) 
1st Canadian Infantry Brigade 

The Royal Canadian Regiment 
The Has tings & Prince Edward Regiment 
48th Highlanders of Canada 

2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Princess Pa tric ia ' s Canadian Light Ini'antry 
The Seaforth Highl ander s of Canada 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

3rd Canadian Infantry Br i gade 
Royal 22e Regiment 
The Carle t on & York Regimen t 
The West Nova Scotia Regiment 
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5th Canadi an Ar moured Di vi s i on 
Headquarter s 5th Canadi an J\rmoured Di vi s ion 

3rd Canadian llrmoured Reconna i ssance rte gi ment 
(The Gover n or Gener al's Hor se Guar ds) 

5th Canadi an Armoured Brigade 
2nd Cana di an Ar mour ed rte gimen t (Lor d S tra the ona ' s 

Hor se {Royal Canadi ans ) ) 

Royal 

11th 

12 th 

5th Canadian Ar moured Regimen t (8th Princes s 
Louise ' s (New Brunswick ) Hussars ) ; 

11B 11 Squadr on 9t h Canadian Ar moured Regiment 
(Br i tish Col umbi a Dragoons ) 

5th Canadi an hs sault Troop Canadi an Armoured Cor p s 
11 G11 Squadr on 25th Ar moured Deliver y Regi ment (The 

El gin Re gi ment ) 

Canadian Artillery 5th Canadi an Ar moured Divi sion 
8t h Fie ld Regiment ( Sel~-propelled ) Royal Canadian 

Ar t i ller y 
11th Fiel d Regi ment Roya l Cana dian Ar tiller y 
17 t h Fi el d Re giment Royal Canadi an J..rtille r y 
4th Anti - Tank i~e gimen t Royal Canadian Arti ller y 
5t h Li ght Anti-Aircraft Regiment Roya l Canadi an 

Ar tillery 

Canadian Inrantry Briga de 
Headquarter s 11th Canadian Inf antry Brigade 
11th Canadian Independent Machine Gun Company 

(The Princess Louise Fus ilier s ) 
The Perth Regi ment 
The Ca pe Bre t on H1 ghl ander s 
The I r ish rtegimen t of Cana da. 

Canadian Infantry Br i ga de 
Headquar t er s 12 t h Canadian Inf an try Br i gade 
12th Canadian Independent Ma.chi ne Gun Company 

(The Pr incess Louise Fusil iers) 
The Lanark & Renfrew Sc otti sh Regiment (1s t Ligh t 

Anti - Aircraft ne giment Royal Canadian Artillery ) 
4th Princess Loui se Dragoon Guards (4th Canadian 

Re c onna i ssance Regi ment ) 
The Westmins t er Regiment (Mot or) 

9th (Britisha Armoured Bri~de (under command 1 Cdn Corps) 
eadquar t er s 9 h Armotu·ed-13rigaae 

4th Quoon t s °'m Hussar s (loss· t wo s 9.ns ) 
7 t h Queon t s OllD. Hussar s (Dismount ed } 
12 t h loyo.l Lancer s (Prince of Wai es t s ) 
27 t h Lancer s 

24th Fie l d Regiment {Self- pr opelled ) Royal 
Artiller y 

310 t h Anti - Tank Battery (Self- pr opelled) Royal 
Artillery 

1st Ba ttalion King ' s Royal Rifl e Corps 
272l s t Squadr on Royal Air For.ea Regiment 

BULOW FORCE (Par t isan s ) 

(Extr acted fr om Order of Battl e 1 Cdn Corps , 15 Dec 44 (W. D., 
G. S . H. Q. 1 Cdn Cor ps , December 1944 : Appx 64)) 



'l Appx 11 ll11 - 2 
t o Historical Section 

Report No. _Ql_ 

ORD~ OF BATTLE 
1 Cdn Cor ps 

(a s at 0800 hrs 6 Feb 45) 

Headquarters 1st Canadian Corps 

7 th Anti- Tank negiment Royal Canadian hrtillery 
(less three self-~ropelled batt eri es and two 
17 pounder troops) 

1st Survey Regiment Royal Ca~Pdian Artill~ry 
422nd Search- Light {Independent) Battery Royal 

Artillery 

1st Canadian Army Group Royal Artill ery 
1st Medium Regiment Royal Ca~adian Artillery 
2nd Medium Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
5th Medium Regiment Royal Canadian brtillery 
3rd Medium Regiment Royal Artillery 
56th Heavy Regiment Royal Artillery 

Headquarters Royal Artillery Cremona Group 
7th Artillery Regiment 

Four field batteri es 
One anti- tank battery 
Cne light anti - aircraft battery 

24th Field Regiment (Self - propelled) Royal 
Artillery 

7th Anti - Tank Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
(one self - propelled battery and one battery 
(less one troop ) (less guns)) 

5th Light Anti - Aircraft Regiment Royal Canadian 
Regiment (one battery) 

BULOW FORCE ( Partisans) 

Cr emona Combat Group {under connnand 1 Cdn Corps) 
Headquarters Cremona Combat Group 

21st Infantry Re~iment (Cr emona Group ) 
Mortar Company (3 inch) 
Anti-tank Company (6 pounder) 
1 s t Bat ta 1 ion 
2nd Battal i on 
3rd Battali on 
Headquarters 21st Infantry Regiment 

22nd Infantry Regiment {Cremona Gr oup) 
Headquarters 22nd Infantry Regiment 
Mortar Company (3 inch) 
Anti - Tank Company (6 pounder) 
1st Battalion 
2nd Battalion 
3rd Battalion 

1st Canadian Infantry Division 
Headquarters 1st 'Canadian Infan try Division 

1st Canadian hr moured Car Regiment (Royal 
Canadian Dragoons) 



Royal 
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Canadian Artillery 1st Canadian Infantry Division 
1st Fie l d Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
2nd Field Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
3rd Field Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
1st Anti - Tank Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
2nd Light Anti -Aircraft Regiment Royal Canadian 

Artillery 
11th Royal Horse Artiller y 
142nd Field Regiment Royal Artillery (Self ­

propelled) 
7th Anti- Tank Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 

(one self-propelled battery, one troop (less 
guns) and two 17 pounder troops) 

310th Battery 60th Anti- Tank Regiment Royal 
Artillery 

5th Light Anti - Air craft Regiment Royal Canadian 
Artillery (one battery) 

The Saskatoon Light Infantry (M.G.) 

BULLOW FORCE (Partisans) 

1s t Canadi an Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters 1st Canadian Infantr y Brigade 
The Royal Canadian Regiment 
The Has tings & Pr ince Edward Regiment 
48th Highlanders of Canada 

2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Princess Pa tr icia ' s Canadian Light Infantry 
The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

3r d Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Royal 22e Regiment 
The Carleton & York Regiment 
The West Nova Scotia Regiment 

21st (British) Tank Brigade (under command 1 Cdn Ini' Di v) 
Headquarters 21st Tank Brigade 
North Irish Horse 
12th Royal Tank Regiment 
48th Royal Tank Regiment 
272nd Forward Delivory Squadron 

2nd (British) Armoured Brigade {under command 1 Cdn Inf Div) 
Headquarters 2nd Armoured Brigade 
~uecnt s Bay (2nd Dragoon Gua rds ) 
9th ~u~cn ts Royal La:iicers · 
10th Roycl Hussar s {Prince of V/ales t s <n:m} 
27th Lancers 
278th Forward Delivery Squadron 

1st Battalion King ' s Roya I Riffe Corps ) 
1st Battalion Buffs (Royal Ee.st Kent Regiment 
1st Battalion Th~ Welch Regiment 

5th Canadian Armoured Division 
Headquarters 5th Canadian Armoured Division 

3rd Canadian Armoured Re connaissance Regiment 
(Governor General ' s Horse Guards) 
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5t h CanadH1n Armoured Brigade 

Royal 

11th 

12th 

Headquarters 5th Canadian Armoured Brigade 
2nd Canadian Armoured Regiment (Lord Strathcona 1s 

Horse (Royal Canadians)} 
5th Canadian Armoured Regiment (8th Princess 

Louise's (New Brunswick) Hussar s) 
9th Canadian Armoured Regiment (British Col umbia 

Dragoons) 
5th Canadian Assault Troop Canadian Armoured Corps 
11 G11 Squadron 25th Canadian Armoured Delivery 

Regiment (The Elgin Regiment) 

Canadian Artillery 5th Canadian Armoured Division 
l7th Field Regiment (Self-propelled) Royal Canadian 

Artillery 
11th Field Regiment Royal Canadian Artillery 
4th Anti - Tank Regiment Royal Canadian Ar tillery 
5th Light Anti - Air craft Regiment Royal Canadian 

Artillery (less two batteries) 

Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade 
11th Canadian Independent Machine Gun Company 

(The Princess Louise Fusiliers) 
The Perth Regiment 
The Cape Br eton Highlanders 
The Irish Regiment of Canada 

Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade 
12 th Canadian Independent Machine Gun Company 

(The Princess Louise Fusiliers) 
The Lanark & Renfrew Scottish Regiment (1st 

Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Royal Canadian 
Artillery) 

4th Princess Louis e Dragoon Guards (4th Canadian 
Rec onnaissanc e Regiment) 

The Westminster Regi ment (Motor) 

(Extracted from Order of Battle 1 Cdn Corps , - & Feb 45 (W.D., 
G. S ,, H, Q. 1 Cdn Corps , February 1945 : Appx 16)} 

I 
I 



APP END IX "B "-. 
To Hist Sec A. H. Q. 

Repor t No ._a 

CASUALTY STli. TISTICS 1i 

COMPILED FROM WAR SERVICE RECORDS , D. V. A . , "CASUALTY ST/,.TISTICS " 
THE Cl1.MPAIGN IN IT11.LY11 

Tabl e 1 . 

Casualties Canadian Component li.l~l for period 29 Oct 44 - 27 Feb 45 

FORMATION OR UNIT KILLEDx WOUNDED PR IS ONERSj[ 

Of fr OR Of fr OR I Of fr i OR 

' 

I 
I 

29 Oc t - 30 Nov 44 6 29 20 ; 403 - 4 
l - 21 Dec 44 32 -L6 108 1 ,713 1 3 

l 
1 99 i ' 

22 - 31 Dec 44 4 •7 2 26 395 ' - 49 
l .. 6 Jan 45 11 81 22 429 - 12 

7 Jan - 27 Feb 45 8 128 3 () 959 I 2 47 ' 
I 

To t a l 61 826 206 3 , 899 15 311 

Table 2 . 
Casualties Headquarters and un i ts 1 Cdn Armd Bde 29 Oc t 44- 27 Feb45 

29 Oc t ... 30 Nov 44 2 I 4 4 38 ... 
l ... 21 Dec 44 - - - 25 .. 

22' ... 3l: D0 0 44 - 1 ·1 7 I -
1 ·- 6 Jan 45 ·- - 3 5 -

7 Jan ... 27 Feb 45 - 1 ] 37 I -
Tot al 2 j 6 9 112 1 -I 

Table 3. ·-" 
Casua l ties Canadian Component Eighth Army for period 

29 Oct 44 to 2? Feb 45JEX 

~ Oo t - 30.~Nov 44 4 25 16 
l .. 21 Dec 44 32 516 108 

22 ... Sl- Deo 44 4 71 25 
l - 6 Jan 45 l ]. 81 19 

7 Jan ... 27 Feb 45 8 127 29 

Tota l 59 820 197 

Jl KILLED i ncludes 11 Die c1 of Wounds" 
PRISONE~S ·i ncl udes wounded prisoners 

365 
1, 688 

388 
424 
922 

I 3 , 787 

-13 ... 
2 

15 

IUl Include s as wel l oasual t i es of base units and 11 Canloan" 
pers onnel. 

l .. 
... 
-.., 
l 

3 
199 

49 
12 
47 

31@ 
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