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1. This narrative continues the seriss of official
reports dealing with the operations of the First Canadien

Army in North-West Europe. It describes the last phase of

the campaign from 2 Apr 45, at which time General H.D.G.
Crerar's Headquarters assumed control of Canadian operations
east of the Rhine, to the signing of the instrument of
surrender by plenipotentiaries of the German Hizh Command

at Field Marshal Montgomery's Tgctical Headquarters on 4 May,
resulting in the cecase fire order which became effective at
0800 hours on the following day. Thils report is a direct \
sequel to Report No. 19 and is written with particular
reference to the operations and activities of the divisions
under Lt-3en G.G. Simonds' command. There is no break in
chronology. The maps (G.S.G.S. Sheets) which especially

apply to the various parts of thc narrative are noted with

the section headings throughout the rcport. Appendices "aA"

to "G" are attuched to this Report and cover the operations
described.

THE SITUATION OF rFIRST CDN ARMY, 2 APR 45

2. On the morning of 2 Apr 45, the Army Commander
addressed a group of War Correspondents at his Headquarters
end summed up for them the story of the attachment of 2 Cdn
Corps to Second Army and its subsequent return to his own
command .

Last night the 2 Cdn Corp: which up to that time
had formed part of Second army, returned to my
command. The reason ior this detachment of 2 Cdn
Corps for tne Rhine crossing was the same basically
as put meny Sritish formatlions under my commsnd in
"Veritable® and at the outset of that operation put
2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs under command of 30 Brit Corps,



i.¢,, the influonce of terrain or topography and

that of availlability of communications on the
grouping of forces. Until 2 Cdn Corps could clear
Emmerich, having worked downstroam from Rces, and
until Canadian Army could then bridge and establish
its own trans-Rhin¢ communic_tions at Emmerich, I
could not cffcetively maintain or command 2 Cdn Corps.
The bridge and its approaches were completed at

2100 hrs gestcrday evening, thirty-two hours after
thce word "go" was given to the chief enginecr, a
highly crcditable job of work. another bridge should
bc completed by tomorrow.

(;:I'IDO’ G.O-C.-in-Co, FiI‘St Cdn
Army, April 1945: Appx "A",
Romarks to Narcos, 2 Apr 45)

S Of thec tasks which lay ahcad Gencral Crerar
explained that his main and most immcdiate rcsponsibility

was to sccure the line Almelc - Deventer. Thereafter he

must force the Ijssel river from the east and clear as far
west as the linc apeldobrn - Ottcerloo - Renkum so that the
very important road and railway communications of Ni jmegen,
Arnhem, Zutphen, and Hengelo might be developed and used.

A8 the G.0.C.-in-C. pointed out, tiis operation, away from
Boerlin instezd of towards it, might scem a strange one, but
upon its success would depend the Army Group's future progress
into Germany proper, for the communication and maintenance
posslbilities that these centres afforded wore cssential to
Field Marshal Montgomery's intentions. (Ibid). #While Lt-Gen
Simonds' 2 Cdn Corps attacked wostwards across the Ijssel
along the Deventer - Zutphen front; 1 Cdn Corps was to undertake
an assault crossing of the lower Rhine ncar Arnhem, capbure
that place and secure a bridgehcad about it. General Crerar
also cxplalned that if this opcretion was successful it would
speed up the start of the rail and road bridges at armhem and
he concluded "... for that very rcason it is slso important
to the army Group as a whole". (Ibid, para 11)

4, Besides the Ijssel crossing, 2 Cdn Corps would
have another oncrous task; that of devcloping an armoured
thrust into north-cast Holland to clcer the cnemy from that
arca in preparation for thc sdvance of the army into northern
Germany. To accomplish all this would require a large force
and so thc Army Commander assigned to 2 Cdn Corps 1, 2 and 3
Cdn Inf Divs, 4 Cdn armd Div, 2 Cdn armd Bde, and by way of
extra fast moving fire power, the two Cansdian amoured car
rcgiments (1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R.C.D.) and 18 Cdn Armd C..
Regt), This formidable mass constitutcd, in General Crerar's
own words, "« vcry strong corps". (Ibid, para 12). With most
of the avallablc Canadicn fighting formations operating under
Lt-Gen Simonds' command the greater part of the other Canadien
Corps would, tor thc timc being, be composed of British troops.
Lt-Gen C, Foulkcs now had 5 Cdn Armd Div and 49 (W.R.) Inf Div,
and in another few days 5 Brit Inf Div was to be placed at hils
disposal.! (Ebid ).

% Actually 5 Brit Inf Div ncver came under command 1 Cdn
Corps as prcvicusly planncd (Gen ral Crerar's Despatceh,
27 May 45, op cit).



S. In his dircctlive to Gencerals Foulkes and
Simonds on 2 ALpr, Gencrual Crcerar rcitcratced his plans for the
two corps which hc had sct out in his precvious dircctives

on 10 Mer and 24 Muar 45. (Scc Rcport No. 186, paras 182,
183). Hc also addcd that Lt-Gen Simonds would have prior

call on thc rcsourccs which could be mude available by First
Cdn ~rmy and 84 Group R.a.F. With thesc immensc resourccs
behind him Lt-3cn Simonds!' intcntion for 2 apr was to send 4
Cdn Armd Div to thc north-cast to thc arca of Bornc and Delden,
which he had takcn over from 30 Corps, to reliecve cleomants of
43 (W,) Div there. His two infantry divisions were to continue
northward, 2 Cdn Inf Div "positioninz" a brigade group abcut
Doetinchem, then cne further north about Henzclo and Vorden
and finelly level with Zutphen and to thec ecast, (about Almen =
Veldwl jk - Wiarken). 3 Cdn Inf Div was intended to keep up a
parallel progress on the left flank of the corps. It was to
held tihhe arca from Beck to Elten with one brigadce, and try to
push out toward Zevcnaar. The sccond origade would be

centred around Wehl; thc third brigade was to get to the

arca iImmcdiately south of Zutphen, including Baak, Toldi jk

and Steenderocn. (%.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, April 1945:
Appx 5, Intentions, 2 apr 45)

6. Early on 2 ALpr thcse plans began to take
shape, and as 2 Cdn Corps cxertcd pressure tc the north
Lt=Gen PFoulkes! troops alsc swung into action to clcar the
"island" betwcen Nijmegen and arnhcm, thus cnsuring the
sccurity of Lt-Gen Simonds! left flank.® 4t this time the
dispositions of 2 Cdn Corps werce as follows. On the extreme
left 9 Cdn Inf Bdc togcther with clements of 7 Cdn Recce
Regt and 18 Cdn 4rmd C. Rc.t werc holding a line from the
village of Eltcn north-ecastwards to the area of Loerbeek. 7
Cdn Inf Bde was holding Kildcr and pressing clcse on %ehl
with Regina Rif, whilc 8 Cdn Inf Bde had 1ts battalions in
rear of 9 Cdn Inf Bdc's positicons with R. de Chaud moving up
to pass through Wchl with the objecct of foreing the Oude Ijssel
near Laag - Keppel. Botween 7 Cdn Inf Bde and the Oude Ijssel
the divisional recconnaissance rcgiments werc in full control
. with 7 end 8 Cdn Reccc¢ Regxts in centact south of Wi jnbergen.
In the centre the forward troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div (R.H.C. and
R. de Mais of 5 Cdn Inf Bde) were strongly established north
of Doetinchem, which had been taken by Calg Highrs with the
assistance of 8 Cdn Recce Re_ t. 6 Cdn Inf Bde wes at this
time some 6000 - 7000 yds tc the rear, with S. Sask R. in
Terborgz, Camerons of C. near Etten and Fus M.R. arcund
Veldhunten and Ulft. South-west of Ulft, but ready to move
up, was 4 Cdn Inf Bde with orders to advance on the axis
Terborg - Zelhem - Hemgelo - Vorden and secure a bridgehead
over the Twente Canal. (W.Ds., H.Q. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 Cdn
Inf Bdes and Units, 1-2 4pr 45; LEF: 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/H,

# This operation, known &s "Destroyer" called for a two
phase attack, the first by 49 (Vi.R.) Inf Div on the right
commencing at 0600 hrs 2 Apr; the seécond by 11 Cdn Inf
Bde on the left and timed to start at 1730 hrs or later.
(aEF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/F, Docket I, folic 13 Summary of
Ops 1 Cdn Corps, 1-14 4Lpr 45; also n.EF: 45/First Can army/C/H,
Docket Vi April 1945: Liciscn Officers Reports, 01200 4).




Docket I3 Ops Log, 4pril 1945, Serial 2619; also see map

"4" attached to thilis report, "Situation of 2 Cdn Corps and
Flanks" at 0200 hours, 2 Apr 45). The present task of 2 Cdn
Armd Bde wzs to provide ilmmediate support for the advance
northward, To this end 10 Cdn armd Rezt was supporting

2 Cdn Inf Div, 27 Cdn .rud Rexzt was supporting 3 Cdn Inf Div,
end 6 Cdn Armd Regt was still west of the Rhine but under
orders to cross the river shortly. (W.Ds., 6, 10, and 27

Cdn srmd Regts, 1-2 Apr 45)

7. On the right between Dietinchem end Ruurlo

"D" Sgn 18 Cdn armd C. Regt had been rocming freely for the
past twelve hours and, together with the Royals of 8 Brit
Armd Bde, had secured most cf the¢ vital points as far as

the outskirts of Lochem, which troops of 30 Brit Corps

(129 Bde of 43 (W.) Inf Div) were investing. (W.D., 18 Cdn
irmd C. Regt, 1-2 Apr 45). The remainder of 43 (%.) Inf

Div was occupled in sweeping eastwards along the scuth bank
of the Twente Canal past Diepenhcim, On the extreme right
Gds Armd Div were fighting in Oldenzaal and east of Enschede.
Behind the Guards, in the area of Groenlo, & Brit Inf Div was
concentrated and ready to fcllow up the aracured advance.
(AEP: 45/Second aArmy/C/D, Docket I)e. The intention of 30
Brit Corps wsas to contlinue its thrust to the ncrtheast using
Gds Armd Div, with 3 Brit Inf D.iv in clcose attendance while
the Wessex Division would, on relief by 4 Cdn armd Div, advance
to seize Hengelc and safeguard Lt-Gen Horrocks left flank,
(Ibid).

el

8e 4 Cdn armd Div was by this time divided into
two strong battle groups. Lion group (Brigadier J.C. Jefferson,
D¢S.0.), consisted of HeQe 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Cdn armd Recce
Regt, 21 Cdn armd Rext, Alq R., A. & S.He of C., 10 Cdn Indep
M.G. Coy, 9 Cdn Fd Sgqn R.C.E., 15 Cdn Fd amb and 14 Cdn A. Tk
Bty. The task of this group was first to establish itself in
the Ruurlc - Lochem srea, relieving whatever units of 43 (W.)
Inf Div remained there, and then seize crossing places over
the Twente Canal to the east and west of Lochem. Tiger group
comprising H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde (Brigzsdier R.w. Moncel, D.S.0.,
0.B.E.,), 22 and 28 Cdn 4Armd Rezts, Lake Sup R. (Mot), Linc
and Welld R., as well zs 23 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.), 96 Cdn A.Tk
Bty and 12 Cdn Lt Fd Amb, wze to pass through Licn Group and
advance eastwards against Delden. (u.EF: ;4 Ccdn armd Div/C/F,
Docket I: Folio 13, "The Pinal Punch", Ops and hctivities of

4 Cdn 4Armd Div, 30 Mar - § May 45). From their first concentra=-
tion area east of the Rhine at Speldrop ancd Bienen tne battle
groups were sllotted another more advanced concentration area
about Westendorp (0975), and early on the morning of 2 Apr
Lion Group began its move northward; meaznwhile Tigsr Group
stayed beck some distance waiting for Jevelcpments ahesad.
(Ibid, and W.Ds., G.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div end Bdes, 1-2

Apr 45)

9. Thus the advance of 2 Cdn Corps against the Twenty-
fifth Gepman Army was to be made in echelon formaticn, with

Second British army on 1ts ri:ht plunging decp into the Reich
alcng the axis Hengelo - Nordhorn - Linzen. On the eastern

flank of 2 Cdn Corps would be 4 Cdn armd Div directed on
objectives many miles chead. In the centre 2 Cdn Inf Div's

% 4/Summ: C.I.G.S./2/6, C.I.G.S. War Cffice Summary No. 302,
0715 hours 3 Apr 45, Map "A" attached.



modest ailm was to crcss the Twente Canal, while to the west
and working up along the Ijssel River the ".ater Rats" of 3
Cdn Inf Div would be directed on Zutphen. The advance of
the armour would be, it wss estimated, 48 hours ahead of

2 Cdn Inf Div and 72 hours shead of the "Water Rats", This
difference in time would keep the three formations in thelr
relative pcsiticns in the echelon., (W.De, GoS., B.Q. 4 Cdn
armd Div, April 1945; Appx B, notes on forthcoming Ops, 3
Lpr 45, sce also Hist Sec Report No. 19, Operation "Plunder"
145-148 inclusive for enomy picture, 1 Apr 45)

7 CDN INF BDE'S ATTACK ON «EHL AND =
THE EXPLOITATION WEST%#.RD, 2-3 APR 45

10, Meanwhile on 3 Cdn Inf Div's front the
operaticn tc seize Jehl had begun. At 0400 hours Regina

Rif sent two companlies forward, ezch with a section of

Wasps under comaand. The plan of attack was based on the
infermation gailned by the battalion's patrols during the

past few hours. The attack went in after a heavy artillery
and morter concentration, "B" Coy on the right of the main
road into the town, "." Coy on the left. The objective of
these two sub-units waes the southsrn portion of the villeage.
Once 1t was in our hends the remaining companies would take
on the northern half, On account of the darkness it was not
deemed advisable tc use armour for the initial phese.
Opposition to the advance was fairly stiff, but by 0600 hours
"A" and "B" Coys were consolidating and the second phese went
in supported by tunks from 27 Cdn armd Regts. "c" and "D"
Ccys met determined resistance but, by 0930 hours, had gained
thel r objectives., :in official account of the attack statea:

The methods of the enemy in this particular reargusard
were effective. A few aversge troops with stern
N.C.0. leadership, well suppcrted by S.P. guns and
mortars meant a serious delay a2nd caused at least

one brigade tc deploy and one bn to attack.

(aEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,
Docket V: Folio V, Op "PLUNDER"
(Capture cof wWehl) prepared by
Regina Rif, 31 May 45 and Report
No.)26: Op "PLUNDER" by 7 Cdn Inf
Bde

The success of Regina Rif at VWiehl was most commendable, since
in about five hours fizhting thec Reginas had trounced a force
of over 200 enemy and taken over 70 priscners, (Ibid, also
WeDSs, HeQ, 7 Cdn Inf Bde and Regina Rif, 2 4ipr 45),

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheet
40 = Arnhem.
G.S+G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 4002 - Zevenaar and 4003 - Doetinchem.
hAlso Appx "B",



11, By this time 1 C. Scct R. had been ordered
forward with instructiuns to dispatch a company battle group
(with tanks, carriers and mortars) to capture the bridge

across the Oude Ijssel at Lasg Keppel (9678). These orders
however were soon changed and the entire brigade was switched
westwards in the direction of Zevenaar and Didam. The thrust
northwards now became tne responsibility of 8 Cdn Inf Bde.
(sEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V, Report No. 26, as above).
The first unit to move west from uehl was R. @pg Rif led by

"c" Coy and supported by tanks and some self-propelled 17 pr
guns, but the enemy was apperently not in any way awed by the
sight of this wur column. The advancing trcops were met with
a haill of fire es soon as they left the villege, and deployment
became necessary. The battalion Commender, Lt-Col L.R. Fulton,
D.8.0., now ordered "C" Coy to hold its ground, "A" Coy to clear
the woods to the left of the main exis, "B" Coy to continue
along the road, and "D" Coy to swing cut to the right to secure

the right flank. For the next few hours smell arms fire hindered

progress but by midniﬁht "D" and "B" Coys had cleared their
allotted arcas and "C y had reached the crossroads 1,000
yards east of Loil (90?4). Casualties sc far had been light
and prisoners few. at about 0100 hours 3 Apr, "A" Coy pushed
on through to occupy Loil followed by "D" Coy. The occupation
here was of short duration for at 0400 hours orders were
received to mcve on to Zevenaar. The R. Wpg Rif pushed off at
0530 hours, passed through Didam which wss now held by 1 C.
Scct R., and by 0800 hours were in the town. The remainder

cf the day passed without incident except for routine patrols,
one of which, by "D" Coy, travelled a.out 1200 yards up the
north-west road from Zevenaar but found no slgn of the enemy.
Meanwhile "A" Sqgn 7 Cdn Recce Rest, which had for the past
twelve hours been working along the flenk denl - Loil, worked
boldly to the north and by the morning of 3 apr was tapplng
the scuthern approacnes tc Dsesburg. (W.Ds.ﬁ R. Wpg Rif, 7
Cdn Recce Rezt, 2-3 Apr 45; alsc Op "PLUNDER": 7 Cdn Inf Bde
Report No. 26 as zbove).

12. 1l C. Scot R's., advance on Didam was carried

out in the best traditions of the militery text books.

Having gathered forty prisoners®in the original task from which
they were recalled earlier on 2 apr, the Scottish had set out
for Didam at about 1800 hours and had advanced cross-country
between the Winnipegs' axls and the rallrcad to the south.

The first sign of opposition in the woods bordering the rail-
way line was quickly dealt with by "C" Coy, which was lsading,
and after a short flerce fi:ht the infantry gathercd another
twenty prisoners for the loss of four men. The move continued
but after a while "C" Coy was again fired upon. This time the
flame-throwers wers whipped into play snd the enemy crumbled.
No longer hampered, the battal.on consolidated nezsr Holthuizen
(9173) =nd patrolled to contact, bag:ing a further thirteen
demoralized enemy soldiers. The next step westwards was Didam
and "A® and "D" Coys were instructed to press on by way of Loll
to the north, while the other two companies took the shortest
direct route from Holthulzen. Shortly after midnight Lt-Ccl
L.S. Henderson sct ocut to follow "B" and "C" Coys and by 0600
hours 3 Apr 1 C. Scot R. were solldly settled in Didam having
collected yet another twenty-five prisoners en route. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf 2de, 1 C. Scot R., 2-3 apr 45).

n 858 Grenadier Regt, 346 Inf Liv, LEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/L/F,
Docket I: 3 Cén Inf Div Int Summary No. 93, 2 aApr 45,



13. Regina Rif had, so far, nct moved from %Wehl,
but early on 3 Apr Lt=-Ccl 4.S. Grezgory was asked to clear
the woods south-west of the village and along the roads
leading to the north-west, this being but a part of the
brigadier's plan to ensure that the complete arsa between
the river Ijssel ¢cn the ncrth and west, the River Oude
Ijssel on the east, and the Pannerdensche Kanaal and the
Rhine on the south was free of the enemy. A x2cd portion
of this ground was already kncwn to bs clear, but the balance
was sub-divided so that sach battalicon and the supporting
squadron of the Reconnaissaence Regiment khad definite zones
of respcnsibility. Thls task was completed on the morning
of 4 spr. (W.D., Regina Rif, 3 Apr 45; also 7 Cdn Inf Bde,
Op "PLUNDER", Report No. 26, as above).

8 CDN INF BDE REACHES THE OUDE IJSSEL, 2-3 APR 45™

14, while Brigadier T.G. Gioson's formation had
been employed west of Wehl, 8 Cdn Inf Bde had struck cut

for Laag Keppel and the bridging sites across the Oude Ijssel.
Tais advance began at 1300 hours on 2 Apr with Q.0«R. of C.
leading the way. "C" Coy on the left did not have much trouble
in coverinz the first thousend yards of the main road but the
supporting tanks had a few tense moments in disposing of an
enemy seolf-propelled gun which took our troops on as they
crossed the start line. By 1400 hours both "C", and "B" Coy
which was operating on the rizht, had gained sufficlent ground
to allow the other sub-units to pass through; "i" Coy took

up the attack left of the road and "D" Coy went past "B" Coy
on the right. The enemy here did not seem to be tco well
organized; certainly he showed no stomach for clocse quarter
fighting; he would snipe until the Canadiens closed in, then
surrender (W.Ds., N. Shore R., Q.0.R. ¢f C., 2-3 4pr 45;

also AEP: 45/3 Can Inf Div/C/F, Docket V, Special Report No,
303 Op "PLUIWER“’ Q.0.R. of Co, Phase 2)0

15. The next few hours saw "A" Coy blast 1ts way
beyond Eldrik (9577). The tanks had pressed on ghead of the
infantry, "brewing" everythin; in tneir path and setting a

fast pace for the foot soldiers. An enemy mortar pcsition was
overrun intact and by the end of the day seventy~five prisoners
nad been taken. N. Shore R, had by this time also moved up

to attack westwards. At midnight "4" Coy wus firm around the
crossroads at Eldrik (north of Vogelnarst (9576)) with "D"

Coy around the farm some 600 yards scast of Eldrik. To the

reer "B" and "C" Coys neld the roed from Fokkenksmp (9576) to
Kelder (9675). (Ibid). The advance by Q.0.K. of C. was resumed
at 0130 hours 3 4pr when "B" Coy was leunched through "A" Coy
to attack the scuthern half of Lesag-Keppel (9678). The troops
found the bridge across the river dcmclished but firmed up near
it until relieved by R. de Chzud, at 0630 hours (Ibid).

16. The venture by N. Shore R. west from Eldrik
wes highly successful; by 23569 hours the battalion was firmly
astride thc road about 1800 yards west of Eldrik and patrolling

% Reference mapss As for para 10, Alsc appx "B".



west towards Bevermeer (9178) (although this srea hed been
reported clear by 7 Cdn Recce Regt) and north to the Oude
Ijssel. (W.D., N. Shore R., 2=3 Apr 45). Later, on the
morning of 3 Apr, N. Shore R. swung on to the northern route,
having received orders to concentrate prior to attempting a
crossing of the river. (Ibid, also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,

3 Apr 45, Serials 10, 25). 4as soon as Brigadier J.A. Roberts
heard that the bridges on his front were useless, he ordered
R. de Chaud up to relieve Q.0.R., of C. whose patrsls to the
waterway had been driven back. This relief had hardly been
completed however when R. de Chaud was hastlly embussed and
directed to move back around and through the 2 Cdn Inf Div
positions above Dustinchem with the object of entering the
eastern part of Laag Keppel froam the north. (Op "PLUNDER",
Q.0.Rs Of C., Speclal Report No. 30, Phase 2).

THE OUDE IJSSEL IS CROSSED BY 8 CDN INF BDE, 3 &4PR 45"

Als As R, de Chaud set out on its long journey,
N. Shore R. managed to zet a platoon across the river which
is approximately twenty-five yards wide at a point south-west
of Hoog Keppel (9479). (Map G.S.G.S. 4414, Sheet 3903 =
Steenderen). This bridgehead was established without undue
trouble and the reinforcement of it began immediately while
engineers started a bridge. Q.0.R. of C. on the right also
crossed the river uncpposed early that afterncon and settled
comfortably in the north-west secticn of the town. (Ibid:
and W.Ds., Q.0.R. of C., & Apr; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops ILog,
3 Apr 45, Serisals 33, 56). At thls point, R. de Chaud made
its appearance north of the Oude Ijssel only to find that
Brigadlier W.J. Meglll's & Cdn Inf Bde had bounded forward
with great dash from its positions north of Dcetinchem and
were in sclid occupatlion of most of the area previcusly
allotted to R. de Chaud. (vw.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 2-3

Apr 45).

18, It may do well at this time to point out that
the exploitation of 5 Cdn Inf Bde was not part of any co-
ordinated effort with Brigadier Robertd4t?! troops. It came
about purely from initliative on the part of 5 Cdn Inf Bde,
which eppreciated the immedlate needs of the flanking
formation and having carried out its own task successfully
proceeded to explolt solely to assist its neizhbour. It can
be placed on record as a first class example of unstinted
co=cperation by troops whc were zlready weary from seversl
days fighting but who nevertheless had an ever-open eye
toward the common object. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
April 1945, Appx 3, Ops Log, 3 Apr, Scrial 13). Both N.
Shore R. and R. de Chaud lost no time in golng forward; by
1900 hours R. de Chmud ned reached Drempt (9180) and N. Shore
R. was firmly consolidated on elthcr side of the highway
south of Hoog-Keppel. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 3 4pr 45,
Serials 80-85)

% Reference maps G.S.s.5. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern
Holland, Shect 3903 - Steenderen.
4lso appx "B".



19. The security of the line Hoog-Keppel -

Wehl - Zevenaar - Didam freed 9 Cdn Inf Bde from further

duty south of the Oude Ijssel, an3 at 1230 hours on 3

Apr Brigadier J.M. Roeckinzham's battalions, 1l:d by "B" Sagn

7 Cdn Recce Regt and 8.D. & G, Hizhrs, began the trek

which was tc carry them along the axls Doetinchem - Hummelo -
Toldijk - Baak and on te Zutphen. Mej-Gen R.H. Kecfler's
intention was for 9 Cdn Inf Bde to establish a firm base
north of Baak (9788) preparatory to a set-plece attack on
Zutphen., 8 Cdn Inf Bde was to hold Laag-Keppel with one
battalicn, the high sround north-west of Laag-Keppel with a
second, while the t:ird unit took on Doesburg. Brigadier
Gibson's formation was to complete the clearance c¢f it s present
area, 7 Cdn Recce Regt was to protect the divisicnal flank,
(AEF: 45/First Cdn army/C/H, Docket V, april 1945: Lialson
Officer Rep.rts, 031500).

S CDN INF DIV ADVANCES TO SECURE THE LEFT NK:
THE APPROACHES TO ZUTPHEN, 3-4 APR 45

20. The S.Ds & G. Highrs had had no trcuble .
securing their first objective on 3 Apr -the bridge (9582)
across the stream north of Hummelc was captured Intact without
cppositicn and by 1650 hours the Glengarrians had consolidated
with their forward troops at Toldijk. Nth N.S. Hizhrs

then passed thrcugh their "A" Coy and by following the highway
north reached the road junction (9687) near Baak, - Since
opposition was non-existent, the other three cowmpanles

quickly covered the intervening ground to consolidate to the
right and rear of "A" Coy. (W.Ds., H.3. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, S.D.

& G, Hizhrs, Nth N.S. Highrs, 3-4 Apr 45). Patrols were
immedilately sent out in all directions; ocne carrier section
contacted troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div ¢n the right flank, encther
journeyed westwards to Bronkhorst, which was found clesar

of enemy, and "D" Coy moved through thst village to guard the
river crossinss beyond 1t. &4t this point a short, sharp action
occurred when "D" Coy, in conjunction with the carriers,
cleared the dykes. While "D" Coy was thus employed, "B" Coy
exploited to the north-west of Baak. (Ibid).

21. By midnight the brigaede was gererally

firmed up except for "D" Coy of Nth N.S, Highrs, which had
and uncomfortable time under nezvy shellfire on the left

and suffered several casualties. (Ibid). H.L.I. of C.

having passcd throug: the North Novas carlier got as far

as De Elter (9691), a2 tiny hamlet on the east bank of

the Ijssel river, but hecre the enemy was encountered in
greater stren.,th and the leadlng elements of H.L.I. of C,.

dug in on the line which ran roughly from De Elter eastwards
to a point some 800 yards north of De Zwaan (9791). Patrols
were laid on for thc night and the battalion probed the
enemy's line. (%.Ds., H.L.I. of C., 27 Cdn Armd Regt, 3

Apr 4 5). The many lon. stretches of open ground which the
infantry themselves could not explore were well taken care of
by "C" Sgn 7 Cdn Recce Regt, whose small scout cars roamed
far and wide on eilther side of the advancing foot soldiers.
(WeD., 7 Cdn Recce Regt, 3 Lipr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
as above, 3 Apr, Serials 59, 63, 4 Apr; Serlals 8, 9, 10, 13).

% Reference map: g.g 1325,000i Eastarnuggfland,

iutphen. Also Appx



22, On the follcwing day, Brigadier Rockingham's
men went forward again. As H.L.I. of C. made slow but

steady progress on the left, S.D. & G. Highrs were swung
around them to the rl :ht, their cbjective being the area

of Leesten (9793). with "B" and "C" Coys leading, the troops
slugged thelr way forward all day, meeting fanatical resistmce
from young Germens, who, according to Cne prisoner, had only
recently arrived from central Germany. By 1700 hours,
howeverﬁ "C" Coy was across the rcad north-east ¢f Leesten,
with "B" Coy =zt Overkemp (9793) to the west. Oppositicn

was extremely tough and crocodiles were requested in order

tc induce the eneny to give ground. In due time "4" and "D
Coys supported by crocodiles, wore ccomaitted, with the

result that by 2135 hours, the battelion was well settled

on the stretcn of road sbove Leesten. (W.D., S.D. & G.
Highrs, 4 Apr 45). Msanwhile the¢ Nth N.S. Highrs had gone
into acticn on the ri_ht of the Glengarrians, and were on the
way towerds Warnsveld (9694). after a short delay due to the
absence of ammour, "A" and "B" Coys commenced their advance
along the west side of the Vorden - Zutphen railway. (Ibid).

23. The leading troops debussed in the small

woods astride the highway near Heekendaal (0092), then

moved forward on foot at 1730 hours, accompanied by some

tanks of 27 Cdn Armd Re.t. "A" Coy followed the highway,

"B" Coy the road to the right of it. Of the two routes,

the left-hend one provided the more difficulties, for the

houses along 1t harboured many a determined sniper, and

each bullding had to be carefully approached and cleared.

The resultant delay complicated matters, especially since "B"

Coy had met hardly any rosistance and was well ahead on the

right. The riiht cclumn therefore was ordered to hold until

" the left caught up. By 2300 hours, "." Coy was able to regort
that its position was "slightly scuth-east of the hospltal

noar Groot Grafiel (9794), end that 18 fanatical young

prisoners had been taken. st this staze the rear companies

were ordered to cluse up and, as soon as they had done so,

the advance was teken up again. (W.D., Nth N.S. Highrs,

4 Apr 45). But, as we shall sec, the secaling off of Zutphen

by way of Warnsveld was to be a long, trying and blozdy

business. (Ibid).

8 CDN INF SDE DRIVES NORTH TOU.RDS ZUTPHEN, 3-4 APR 45"

24, ¥While 9 Cdn Inf Bde covered the southern
routes towards Zutphen 8 Cdn Inf Bde had been extremely
busy. Having reached the northern bank of the Oude Ijssel
on 5 Apr, all these battalions werc able to enjoy a short
rest. R. de Chaud was at Drempt (9280) probing the defences
of Doesburg wnich lies to the west; N. Shore K. was firm
west of Hocg Keppel end the "Qucen's uwn" occupied the woods

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:28,000, Eastern Hclland,
Sheets - 3902 - Doesbursz, 3803 - Zutphen,
4003 - Doetinghem, and 3903 - Stecnderen.
Also Appx "B"..



between thet plasce and Leag Keppcl to the south-ecast. The

. period of resplte however was not tc be a long one; for on
the m_rning cf 4 Apr, N. Shore K., was directed to the north
to relieve Nth N.S. dizhrs of 9 Cdn Inf Bde. The New
Brunswick infontrymen moved off end by 1200 hours were
occupying a quict position (963868) astride the highway
half way betwe.n Baakschemark (9786) and Covik (9486).

From this position standing patrcls of "A"™ Coy were placed
far to the west near Bronkhorst and "C" Coy went sume dlstance
forwerd to relieve clements of H.L.I. of C. Here the N.
Shore R. remained until relievei by C.H. of C. (M.G.) on the
next day. (%W.D., N. Shore R., 4-5 Apr 45).

25, Q.UsRe Of C, had also jcurncyed further

north. At 1300 hours 4 Apr, the rifle companies set out,

"4A" to occupy Eekhoorn (9285), "B" to Zwaarte Schaar (9283),

"C" Coy to Rodenburg (9284) and "D" along the Hoefkenschestraat
(9383). "A"™ and "C" Ccys were the only ones tc have any trouble;
an enemy self-propelled gun engaged the advancing troops

from the other side of the Ijssel river and each sub-unit suffered
four casualties. The nlght came and passed without further
incident, apert from a few moments of heavy shelling which

did no damage. The general inactivity of the past twenty-four
hours was tc be agpreclsted all the more befcre the clearance

of the river-bound ares ahead would be complete. (7W.De, Q.OC.R.

of Cs, 4 Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, & Apr 45; Seriall),
Further to the south, west of Drempt, R. de Cheud having patrclled
boldly towards Docsburg, reported the o5ld city strongly held.by
elements of 951 Grenadier Re;t of 361 Inf Div: (Ibid), also

First Cdn Army Intelligence Summary No. 280, 6 Apr 455.

THE INTENTIONS OF 7 CDN IKF BDE, 4 A4PR 45%

26, The tasks which awalted 7 Cdn Inf Bde were
dictated mainly by the fanatical resistance from 3 Para Trg
Regt which 9 Cdn Inf B.e was meetin; on the road tc Zutphen.
(AEF: 45/First Cin Army/L/F, Docket I: Intelligence Summaries;
No. 278 Para 3; 279, Part II, Para 3 (2)). In order to relieve
the pressure in that area, it had been decided to send Regina
Rif across into 4 Cdn Inf Bde's bridgehead (on the Twente
Canal) and attack westwards, clearing thet area between the
canal and the railway as far as the railroad junction west

of Eefde (9677) and also with the object of seizing the bridge
site east of Eefde, Another unit (R. #pg Rif) was to thrust ocut
from the present area held by Camerons of C. west of Almen,
(0196) and would securs the line of tne road running north

and south from the bridge west of Huize de Voorst (9796).

This road, it was planned, would be the start line for a later
assault on Zutphen by 8 Cdn Inf Bde. 1 C., Scot R. would be in
reserve but prepared to carry out a crossing of the Berkel
stream (9895) frcm the Nth N.S. Hishrs area north-east of
Wwarnsveld. H Hour for Regina Rif's attack through 2 Cdn Inf
Div was set for dawn S apr. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

# HReference map: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Shect 3803 - Zutphen.
Also Appx "B".



4 Apr 45)., With the new operation at hand, Brigadler Gibson's
battalions moved from their positicns between Wehl and Zevenaar
durin; the afternoon of 4 Apr and darkness found them concent-
rated south-west of Vorden (0390) preparing for the next day's
battle. (Ibid).

CPERATIONS BY 2 CDN INF DIV, 2-4 APK 45™

27 Probably the most spectacular Canadian effort
durinz the first few days of April was that of 2 Cdn Inf Dilv,
which now began a lcng perlod of incessant movement along ~
various and widely separated axes. From the very beginning

a hot pace was set by Maj-Gen A.B, Matthews' troops, and as -~
time passed the advance provided a parellecl tc the celebrated”
pursuit through France during the previous year., (aEF: 45/2

Cdn Inf Div/c%, Docket II, Monthly and Weekly Summary Ups,
1-2 4Apr 45). The columns set cut at about 0700 hourskeand

pessed through Doetinchem led by "B" Sgn 8 Cdn Recce Regt,
foliowed by the R. Rest C's., battle group. Progress was goocd;
only odd batcheszgf enemy were met and these were quickly by-
passed. Hengelo™ "(0384) was declared clear during the morning.
The advance contlnued up to the bridge south of Vorden, but

here there was some delay fer the enemy had carried out a
successful demoliticn. The "Recce", however, had found another
means of crossing (0390) to the east and, as the englneers

begen to repelr the bridge on the main axis, the infantry

column followed the diversion. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,

3 Apr 45).

28, By noon the lesding troops had recched the
Berkel river (scome 1500 yards scuth of the Twente Canal)

to find that our armcured cers were guarding the singjgle

usable bridge (0297). vver this small structure the coclumn

was able tc approach the main canal opposite Harfsen (0199).
Fortune was not on our side however; the bridge over the Twente
Canal, though intact, wus obviously prepared for destructicn,
and the enemy on seeing the reconraissance cars began a fire
fight which was to last for over two hours. During all that
time he was prevented from blowing his charges, and it appeared
that with reinfcrcements cur trcops might be.sble to safeguard
the crossing place. But tnls was not to be; as the advance
c¢lements of R. Re.t C. came up toc thicken the fire of the
"Recce", the Germans blew up the bridge literally in their
faeces, Desplte thls disasppointment, the Commending Cfficer

of R. Regt C. at once ordered extensive patrclling to determine
whether cther means of crossing existed. Against stiffening
opposition, R. Regt C. deployed along the Canal bank while

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Sheets 3903 - Steenderen, 3804 - Lochem,
5803 - Zutphen, 3703 - Bathmen, 3704 -
Holten. (Also Appx "B").

#x This is a small village scuth of Twente Canal. It 13 not to
be confused with the town of Henzelo (3607) near Enschede,



Brigadier Cabeldu formuleted his plens for the cressing.
(#.D., HeQe 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 Apr 45).

\

29, 4t 1700 hours the brigade comaander out=

lined his plan. R. Regt C. was to makec the asseault at

1830 hours and clsar as far as the line of the railway 600
yards to the north of the canal. 7While this was belng done
the cnginecrs would commence bridgzirg coperations. R.H.L.I.
was tc concentrate as rescrve battalion nortn of Vorden but
was required to provide a company to reinforce the main effort
by R. Regt C. Essex Scot was to position its men socuthe

west of Almen (0296) so as to counter any threat from Zutphen
where the enemy was believed to be in considcrable strength.
The task of tue reconnalssance squadron was to remain at almen
until after dark, then tc act as ri ht flank protection.

The tanks were to be in direct support of R. Regt C. for the
attack (ibil). Later, a2s R.H.L.I. 2nd Essex Scot R. vacated
their positions to assist in the expansion of the bridgehead,
the battalions of 6 Cdn Inf Bde would come forward to take over
from them, (Ibid; also W.Ds., 6 Cién Inf Bde and units, 2-3
ApT 45)

30. At 1830 hours, k. Regt C. began crossing the
Twente Canal against moderate opposition end the engineers
started toc erect a bridge (0197) (near the one which had

been demolished)s By 2300 hours "DU" Coy R.H.L.I. had joined
Lt-Col R.M. Lendrum's four companles on the northern bank

of the obstacle. By thls time, howcver the enemy had recovered .
his balance somewhat and had begun tc mortar and shell the prop-
osed bridgesite sc neavily that our sappers were forced to
take cover and abandon their work temporarily. (W.D., H.Q.

4 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 Apr 45). Wwhilc Brigadier F.N. Cszbeldu's
infentry was settling its clzim in the new bridgehcad, 6 Cdn
Inf Bde was allctted the task of tappini the approaches to
Zutphen on the divisional left flank, @s well as filling the
great gap in the line of communication left by 4 Cdn Inf Bie's
spectacular advance during the past morning. S. Susk R.
arrived first to take over from K.h.L.I. while tret unit
prepared for its move into the bridzichead; the change over
being complete by 1800 hours. (W.D., S. Sask R., 2 apr 45).
Followin: this Fus M.R. tcok up positions just west of Hengelo
while Camerons of C. established themselves arocund Keienourg
(0083) further south. (W.Ds., Fus M.R., Camcrons of C.,

2-3 A.p!‘ 45)-

1. During the night/2/3 Apr, Re. Regt C. continued !
to firm up its geins despilte the shelling and the proximity of
the enemy, who persisted 1n harassing our troops with small
arms fire. By daylight the small bridgehead was quite secure,
the shelling had almost ceased anu the englneers were working
fast to provide a means by which the supporting weapons might
cross the Twente Canal. 4 class 40 raft was finlshed at 1000
hours, whereupon the buillders turned theilr hands to the erection
of a class 40 bridge. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 3 Apr,
Serial 2811). 6 Cdn Inf Bde had spent the hours cof darkness in
patrolling towerds the west; in these sorties some priscners®
fell into cur hands and zZave sufficient informetion to indicate
that the way to Zutphen was by no means open yet (ibid: Serials
2790, 2792, 2795, 2798).

% 361 Inf Liv; 1 Para Trg Bn. (First Cdn Army Intelligence
Summary No. 277, 3 Apr 43).



32, The immediate intention, howsver, was to
get the rest of 4 Cin Inf Bde into the bridgehead, and to
bring 5 Cdn Inf Bde up to concentrate near Hengelo (8284),
leaving Brigedier J.V. Allard's battalions tc contailn

the western fl-nk until such a time as 3 Cdn Inf Div

could move up some of its troops into that srez. (3 Cdn
Inf Liv Ops Log, 3 Apr 45, Serial 16: W.D., H.Q. 9

Cdn Inf Bie, 2-3 Apr 45). Actually, the jeneral delsay,
though caused to some extent by the bridging restrictions,
was alsc Gue tou the fact that neither R.H.L.I. Oor Essex
Scct eesuld move into 8She briirehead until fully relieved
by 6 Can Inf Bde; while the latter fcrmation would not be
free for that task until 8 Cdn Inf Bde had advanced sufficiently
tc teke over ths opcerations against Zutphen. (W.Ds., H.Q.
4 & 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 2=4 4Lpr 45).

33. By midday on 3 Apr the enemy had begun to
react against the R. Reit C; first with patrols, then at

1400 hcurs with neavy bombards cover the entire front. Thils
was followed by several counter-attacks aimed at the right
flank of R. Rest C., but these were efrectively dispersed

by the supporting artillery with considerable loss to the
enemy., During the afternoon all the battalion's "F"' echelecn
vehicles managed to get over the canal, tcgether with "B"

Sqn 10 Cdn Arm3 Regt and a squadron of 8 Cdn Recce Regt. The
enemy, however, continued to shell the area, concentrating
mainly cn the rafting and bridginz sites; all this caused

a great deal Oof delay in getting fresh troops over to the
northern bank of the canal. at about 2000 hours a company

of R¢H.L.I. was ferried over, and for a while 1t appecared that
at last the operation would go on unhindered; but at 2100
hours the German guns were lucky enough to reglster cn the
rafts., Flre then became so heavy and so accurate that it
forced the enzineers to stop work, thus bringing about ancther
delay, for the rafts had to be repaired before any further
ferrying was possible. (7W.D., HeQs 4 Cén Inf Bde and units,
3-4 Apr 45)

34, After an effective counter-bombardment by

sur own artillery and the supporting tenks of 10 Cdn Armd
Rezt, the damaged ferry was refitted, enabling the remaining
sub-units of R.H.L.I. (nocw relieved by S. Sask R.) tc cross
the canal and tzke up positions on the left of R. Regt C.
(W.Dss, H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, KHe.H.L+I., R. Regt C., 3-4 Apr 45;
also 2 Cdn Inf Tiv Ops Log, 3 Apr 45, serials 2902, 2907, 2917,
2023, 2929, 2941, 2942). In the early hours of 4 ALpr, Essex
Scot also crossed the water barprier zni, althourh the troops
were subjected toc fairly heavy smell arms fire and some shell-
ing, Lt-Col J.E.C. Pangman was able to report "on objective"
at 1118 hours. (W.D., Essex Scot, 9=-4 Apr 46). Essex

Scot new held the most forward position, centred on Harfsen:
(0199), with R.H.L.l1. on the left astride the railway facing
west and R. Regt C. on the right facing east and north-cast
from Groot Asselt (0298) to Jule Horst (0298). (2 Cdn Inf
Div ups Log, 3 4pr 45, serlal 2966, 4 Apr, serial 3061)



- 18 %

35, 4 Cdn Inf Bde with 19 tanks and one squadron

of 8 Cdn Recce Rezt was now h.lding a firm bridgehead

coverinz an area over 2000 yards loni; and 1500 yards deep.
Behini the infantry brigade was a newly bullt class 40 bridge
quite capable of handling thc heavy traffic rapidly accumulating
for the proposed "break out" to the ncrth. The priority for
crcssing the Twente Canel was, first, the balance of 10 Cdn
Armd Regt, and seconl, the balance of 8 Cdn Kecce Regt
preceding the infantry cf &6 Cdn Inf Bde. In the meantlmne
Brigadier Cabeldu's instructions were to patrul vigerously

to the north and east with the cbject of ascertaining the
enemy's strensith and of preventing him from stabllizing his
positicns. The brigade commander's intention was to use

8 Cdn Recce Regt to selze the bridge sites over the Schipbeek
Canal cn the rcads from Laren (Brid;e 07068) to Hclten (1010)
and Laren (Bridge 1105) to Markelo (1504) so that 5 Cdn Inf
Bde cculd advance northward to capture Laren (0600) and Holten.
At thls same time the possibllity of passing a brigade over

the canal at Lochem was being explored. (First Cdn Army
Liaison .fficers Reports, as above, april 1945, 41300B)

36. By midday, 4 Apr 45, the fi:ihting columns

of 5 Cdn Inf Bde were on the move tc the wooded concentration
area near Klein Dochteren (0695) zbout 5000 yards north-east
of Vorden (0290)., (W.D., HeQ. 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 4

Apr 45). 6 Cdn Inf Bde's activities for the past twenty-four
hours had been confined to patrols, long moves by rcad and
short-term reliefs of other unlts--not exactly interesting
operaticns for hardened infantry fizhterg, but nevertheless
essential to the maintenance of contlnued pressure up forward
and the long vulnerable lines of supply to the rear. At
approximetely 1930 hours on 3 Apr, after a day of incessant
patrollin. to test the apprcaches to Zutphen (during

which Camerons of C. seized the town of Steenderen) the
greater part of 6 Cdn Inf Bde moved north again. Camerons

of C. established themselves bHetween the Berkel stream and the
Twente Canal some 1500 yards west of almen, Fus M.R. took over
the.old Essex Scot pesitioms along that part of the

roed Zutphen - Lochem which extends east from the road

and railway junction (001947) towards Het Werksche (0195).
This position 1is in the angle formed by the Berkel stream

and the rellrcad leading south to Vorden. S. Sask R. was

not shifted from their positions (just north-east of Veldwljk
(0192) ) astride the Vorden-almen rcad. (W.D., HeQ. 6 Cdn

Inf Bde and units, 3 Apr 45). The open section of the flank
east of Almen and between the waters of the Berkel and Twente
Cenal was still the responsibility of 8 Cdn Recce Regt, which
was In the process of being passed into the bridgehead.

Below Almen, in the woods, the romainder of 10 Cdn Armd Regt
walted for an opportunity to joln in the batile ahead,
(WeDs., 8 Cdn Recce Regt, 10 Cdn 4rmd Regt, 3-4 apr 45)

37. The latter part of 4 Lpr saw § Cdn Inf Bde
begin toc pass through Brigadier Cabeldu's bridgehead. The
leading battalion, R. de Mais, crossed the bridge north of
Almen late in the afternoon and struck out along the main

. axis to Laren, to be followed by Calg Highrs and R.H.C,,

‘"who were closing up to concentrate in 4 Cdn Inf Bde's forward
area., (W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 4 Apr 45).



Brigadier Megill's intentlion was to take Laren that night
and then drive on to seize Holten., As soon as Laren fell,
one battalion of 4 Cdn Inf Bde would move east along the
canal to establish a bridegehead so that a class 40 bridge
might be built north of Lochem. Following this 7 Cdn Inf
Bde would cross the canal and push out westwards from 4 Cdn
Inf Bde's sector, (First Cdn Army Lialson Officers Reports,
38 cit, 041930B; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Lo, 4 Apr 45, serials
5§"':5061 3071, 3075, 3085, 3087, 3091)

1 CDN CORPS OPERATIONS TO SECURE THE LEFT FLANK
OPERATION "DESTROYER", 2-4 APR 45%

8. Before continuing the story of the Canadians'
headlong advance further northward into Holland and finally

into Germany 1tself, it is necessary to describe what had

taken place on Lt-Gen Simonds' western flank, where 1 Cdn

Corps had been given the responsibility of clearing the remainder
of the "Island" west of Nijmegen. This attack, which invo ve %
49 (W.R.) Inf Diy with 11 Cdn Inf Bde undew=cmmmmnd, beganiei’ f7d
early on 2 Apr.™ (W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, April 1945, #ev a0 4,
Appx 5, Report on operations, 28 Mar - 5 Apr 45) 0.0.#.%

39, The front line of 49 (W.R.) Inf Div was at
that time being held by 56 Inf Bde, whose troops covered
- the soggy ground from Aam (7170) on the left to an area
which included Heuvel (7369), Baal (7568) and the eastern
outskirts of Haalderen (7569) on the right. It was from
Haalderen that the initiasl attack was made by 7 D.W.R. of

147 Inf Bde. The British troops went forward at 0400 hours
and made good proiress against moderate opposition. By

0900 hours, 7 D.W.R. was established on the secondary roads
and amonz the orchards west of Gent En Kapel (7965) and an
hour lster 11 R.S.F. passed through directed on Flieren
(7867) and the Angeren (7770) - Hulhuizen (7966) road beyond.
Meanwhile 7 D.W.R. patrolled vigorously to the west and south
to occupy the factory (7863) at the bend of the river Waal
(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/H Docket I, Ops Log, 2 Apr 45,
Serials 10, 23, 32, 49). As the advance of 11 R.S.F. swung
north along the road to Anzeren, 1 Leicesters made a double
thrust out from Gent En Kapel at 1300 hours. On the left 1
Leicesters followed the ro:d to Dcornenourg (8067) but the
right hook was more spectacular in that one company loaded into
L.C.A's. at Kommerdljk, (7765) took to the river and attacked
Hulhulzen from the soutn. While the Leicesters went about
thelr task of clearing the area of Doornenburg, 4 Lincolns,
the leading battalion of 146 Inf Bde, was brouzht forward

% Reference meps: G.S.G.S. 4083, 1:50,000, Holland,
Sheets 39 = Rhenen and 40 -~ Arnhem.

s See Appx "C".
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on the left and at 1600 hours passed through 11 R.S.F. to
continue the drive on Angeren. (Ibid: Serials 73, 77, 91, 96).
After offering some resistance on the outsklrts of the

village, the enemy gave ground and by 2000 hours 4 Lincolns
were past the town and reaching towards 'tZand (7571). An

hour later some of the British troops were around the road
junction north-east of 'tZand while others pressed on in the
direction of Huissen (7672)., (Ibid: Serials 140, 145)

40, Success on the rizht flank now enabled 1/4
K.0.Y.L.I. to take the offensive at 1930 hours. at that

time the Yorkshiremen moved through 56 Int Bde's front line
north of Bemmel (7367) and bezan to advance on 'tZand

from the south. Progress was slow cowever, and by midnight
the troops were still some distznce short of 'tZand and out of
contact., While the K.0.Y.L.I. consolidated about the road
junction (7570) west and north of Weertsburg (7569) 4

Lincolns were busy moppingz up in Hulssen. (Ibid). Up to this
time the bag of prisoners was not large; only one officer and
103 other ranks had been taker®, (Ibid: april, 1945, serials
2, 73). The intention was now to secure the areas of Hulssen,
'tZand and R1jkerswaard (7272) with 146 Inf Bde so that fresh
troops could be passed through to Elden (7375) and Malburgen
(7575) to the north.®® 147 Inf Bde was entrusted with the
task of crossingz the Neder Rijn east of Doornenburg at 1000
hours on 3 Apr with the object of seizing Pannerden (8267)

and linking up with those other elements of the Canadlian

Army which were operating west of Emmerich. So that juncture
might be facilitated, a squadron of 49 Rocce Regt was dispatched
with orders to cross the Rhine via the Emmerich bridses and

to probe westwards from the Canadian postions around Elten.
(Ibid: 3 apr, serial 12).

41, During the morning of 3 Apr, 146 Inf Bde made
good progress. On the right, 4 Lincolns firmed up at Hulssen
and patrolled eastwards to the river while further to the west
1/4 K.0.Y.L.I. cleared 'tZand and resumed the advance unhindered
except by mines and a few road obstscles. At 0730 hours the
"Light Infentry" had reached the roz:d leadinz from Hulssen

to Elden and were ready to push on toc Malburgen. West of
'$tZand, the Hallams, mounted on t.nks, were advancing on
Rijkerswaard, which fell without much trouble before noon.

(1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 3 Apr 45, serials 799, 806). By that
time on the southern flank 1 Leicesters had forced the river
east of Doornenburg and captured Panrerden unopposed. (Ibid,
serial 828). It seemed thut the enemy had vanished, for the
advance was not contested at any point for the rest of the day.
The Hallams entered Elfden in mid-afternoon and immediately
extended their holdinzs north and west of that place. 1/4
K.0.Y.L.I. got into Malburgen and to top off the operation

the Lincolns alsoc crossed tre eastern ~.ter barrier at the
ferry slte east of Hulssen and together with elements of

49 Recce Regt took Hoogeind (7873) and Westervoort (7875).
Once that ares was clear the Lincolns withdrew to Huissen,

#® For these operations 11 R. Tks came under divisiocnal
control from 1 Cdn Corps. (Ibid: 2 a4pr, serial 161).

# 052 Grenadier Rezt: 361 Inf Div: (Filrst Cdn Army Intelligence
Summary No. 276, 2 Apr 45.



leaving the Recce in charge at Westervoort. (Ibid: serials
833, 839, 845, 848)

42, 4s nizintfall drew near, the situation all
across the 49 (W.R.) Inf Div front was most satisfactory.

On the far right 1 Leicesters of 147 Inf Bde, having
contacted 7 Cdn Recces Regt of 3 Cdn Inf Div as well as

their own Recce east of Pannerden between Geltenwaazrd (8566),
and Kruisdijk (9665), had returned to Doornenburg. 11

R.S.F. remained in An:/eren flanked by 4 Lincolns in Hulssen.
1/4 K.0.Y.L.I, was firm on the road Huissen - Malburgen
while on the extreme left Hallems were in full control of the
area Elden - Kronenburg (7274) with strong company

positions facing to the northeast. 56 Inf Bde's positions
had not changed, although all 1ts units patrolled to contact
forward, especially along the left divisional boundary from
ham to the northern exits from Rijkerswaard. The lengthy
open space nowever was closely watched over by S.%W.B. (Ibid)

1l CDN INF BDE'S P4RT IN OPE nIION "DESTROYER",
2 - 4 KPR 45

y e Ne.r 1# .
sost So Bt Lnpse

43. \ Meanwhile on the left flank of 1 Cdn Corps,

11 Cdn Inf Bde,™ under command 49 (%W.R.) Inf Div since 0800
hours 28 Mar 45,¥hed been moving forward. Aat about 2130
hours, 2 apr, Ir R.C. advanced from the area of Zetten (6172),
C.B. Highrs from Homoet (6672) and Perth R. from Snodenhoek
(6971). One Squadron of 3 Cdn aArmd Recce Kegt (G.G.H.G.)
supported each of the battalions in the attack, wihich was a
silent one, although 17 Cdn M Kegt and 1 Cdn Med Regt were

on call to supply artillcry concentrations when required.

The open flank south-west of Zetten was under the eye of
elements of 49 Recce Regt, which had orders to exploit
westwards along the line of the railway, thus preventing

any interference to the effort of Ir R.C. (W.De, G+Ss H.Qo

5 Cdn Armd Div, 2 apr 45). Simultaneously Ir R.C. launched
"A" Coy totake the road junction above Indoornik (6173); C.B.
Hizhrs sent "C" and "D" Coys northwards astride the Homoetsche
Straat (7272) to secure the junction (736733). Perth R. went
forward using two parallel axes; "A" Coy along the Hollander -
broeksche Straat (7373) and "D" Coy along the Groote Molen (7271),
to firm up about one thousand yzrds up the road. No opposition
was encountered by any of the units; by 2300 hours =211 these
first objectives had been recached. (V.D,, HeQs 11 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, 2 Apr 45)

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083, 1:50,000, Holland,
: Sheets 39 - "saHertogenbosch, and 40 -
Arnhem.

#x See Appx "C",



44, The advence was resumed in the darkness.

On the left the Irish led off with "C" and "D" Coys, the
latter passing through "A" with Randwijk (6075) as the
objective while "C" Coy approached the village from the

west. It was at this point that the first signs of resistance
appeared; but thc trcops were not to be stopped essily. With
the aid of an anti-tank gsun the position was carried and eight
prisoners captured. The right-hand thrust was cqually success-
ful and by 1030 hours & Apr both companies were on thelr
objectives in Randwijk heving suffered no loss. (WeDs, Ir
R.C., 2=3 4pr 45). In the centre C.B. Highrs were held up

for a time whilec a brid:ie was put acrcss the deep ditech

(7372) (the Eldensche Zeeg) intersecting the Homoetsche
Straat, but at about 2350 hours a wey over the obstacle

was completed by the engineers and "A" Coy pushed through

on the left directed on Heteren (6375). at the same time

"C" Coy was ordered to move up along the centre line and the
carricr platoon was then placed in rear of "A" Coy to protect
the left flank, Both sub-units made rapld progress and by
0330 hours 3 Apr the two forward companies were on the selected
objectives, "B" lining the south bank of the Neder Rijn at
Hoogewelde (653752) and "4" in Heteren. The only opposition
came from a2 smcll group of Germans on the outskirts of Heteren

and this was quickly disposed of. (W.D., C.B. Highrs, 2-3
Apr 45)
45, The Commending Offlcer's next action was to

get his supporting weapons up to "B" Coy and to close up the
gaps between his rear and foremost troops. All this was
accomplished by 0630 hours by which time a troop of tanks

had positioned itself near to the battalion Command Post to
provide close support in any emergency. The first sign of
enemy retaliation appeared at 1100 hours when a section of
Germans came in toward "i" Coy but they were badly shot up

and forced to retire. The rest of the day passed quistly.
(#.De, CeB. Highrs, 2-3 4pr 45). On the right Perth R.

pushed forward to take Driel. 1In the house clearing
operations which followed "A" Coy suffcred some casualties but
was able to capture a prisoner*wno spoke of the havoc which
our gun fire had wrought amon: his comrades. W%ith "D" Coy
firm on the eastern flank by 0630 hours, "A" Coy went about 1ts
task of rooting out the remaining resistance, supported by

the tanks of 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt. (Ibid)

46, Driel was consolidated by 1400 hours but the-
Germans seemed reluctant to leave the area., First "D" Coy

was counter-attacked, then "A". Expressing their wrath,

the enemy shelled the area heavily and raked our positions with
machine-sun fire from the opposite bank of the river. The
Perths, however, were able to reduce the distant opposition
considerably with the aid of their F.0.J., who established
himself 1In the tower of the local church and repeatedly called
down heavy concentrations of firs on the offending weapons
across the river. Before the day ended a further adjustment
of positions took place; "C" Coy wes brousht up to setble in.

- the vicinity of Baarskamp (6875) slightly to the rsar of

"D" while "B" Coy swung to the far rizht to man the dike north
of Vogelenzang (6976). (W.u., Perth R., 2-3 4pr 45). Thus by

% 361 Inf Div: (First Cdn Army Intelligence Summary No. 277,
3 Apr 45).



midnight 3/4 Apr, 11 Cdn Inf Bdc had completed its operation
to close up to the Neder Rijn. (7.Ds., Perth R., C.B.
Highrs, Ir R.C., 4-5 Apr 45; and AEF: 45/5 Cdn Armd Div/C/D,
Docket II; follo 10, keport on Operations 11 Cdn Inf Bde,

28 Mar - 5 May 45)

4 CDN ARMD DIV CROSSES THE TwiNTE CANAL, 2-4 APR 45"

47. While the infaniry divisigns had been advancing
against solid resistance, 4 Cdn armé Div™ hed rclled up to
the Twente Canal. By first 1light on 2 4pr, 10 Cdn Inf Bde's
Lion Group was ccncentrated in and sround Ruurlo znd in due
time Brigadier Jefferson was instruct.d to take over Lochem
from 129 Brit Inf Bde, which had been clecarini the town.

While welting for the order to move up however, the Brigadier
had dispatched reconnalssance patrols up to the water obstacle
to determine the state of the bridges. Of these patrols,

one reported that the two brid._ es across the Berkel stream

and the Twente Canal above Kleln Dochteren (0496) were still
intect. The Brigadier at once ordered a force of infantry

and tanks to proceed to them, out again the enemy was too
quick; as the troops arrived at the brid es, both were blown
up and rendered useless. (W.D., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 Apr
45). By this time the change-over with the British troops in
Lochem was under way and by 18630 hours the Canadians were
settled in thelr new locations. 4. & S.H. of C. and 29 Cdn
Armd Recce Regt occupied Lochem while 4lq R. concentrated
around the water tower (0995) on the hish zround to the

south, It was estimated that about 300 of the enemy were

in position on the north bank of the canal and durini the

late afternoon and evening, the areca was enlivened considerably
by both machine-gun and shell fire from that direction.
(Ibid). The extensive patrol program which was kept up over=-
night falled to contact any opposition on elther flank and

as the hours passed the harassing fire from the north decreased.
Then at midday, 3 Apr, the Brigadier was told that no bridge-
head would be attempted at Lochem; instead, 4 Cdn Armd Bde with
Linc & Welld R. under command was to cross at Delden (3007)

(@ small town about 13 miles north-east of Lochem) that night
and Lion Group would be reliecved by elements of 18 Cdn armd C.
Regt in order to allow the infantry brigade to move east to
concentrate near Geestecren (1794) behind the iLrmoured Brigads.
(Ibid, 3 Apr 45)

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Sheets 3804 - Lochem, 3904 - Zelhem,
G.S.G.S. 4083, 1:50,000, Hclland, Sheet
34 - Gronenlo, Sheet 28 - Almelo, Sheet
22 - Coevorden.
G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Shecet N1 - Almelo, Pl - Bocholt.

s Seo appx "D".



48, The task of 4 Cdn Armd Div in the northward
gwesp was fourfold, Maj-Gen Vokes!' first task was to get
across the Twente Canal. Then he must builld up his force

in the region of Borne (3312) and Delden, before carrying

out the second part cof the cperation - the selzure of Almelo
and the turning of the whole Delden - Borne - Almelo trlangle
Into a firm base. The third staze would be to push mobile cocl=-
umns out to Neuenhaus, (473%) and Emlicheim (4045), in the 1little
corner of Germany which projects intoc Holland north of Almelo,
and to Coevorden in Holland &t the north-western corner of

this projection. The fourth stage of the operation would

be a two-pronged thrust on two axes; on the right from

Meppen (7055) to Papenburg (7798) and Leer (8015), and on

the left from Emmen (4363) tc Nieuwe Schans (6409). But

the first essential for 4 Cdn Armd Div was a bridgehead over
the Twente Canal. (%W.D., G«S., Hels 4 Cdn Armd Div, April
1945; Appx: Notes on forthcoming Ops, 3 apr 45)

49, With this particular task in mind, Brigadier
Moncel's armour had been closing up to the waterway. The
column passed through Terborg (0570) at 1030 hours, 2 Apr,
and shortly after midday, having left Lt-Col R.C. Coleman to
garrison the market town of Ruurlo with Linc & Welld R.,

the tank formation was ordered to proceed to Diepenheim
(1801), relieve the troops of 43 (W.) Inf Div which were in
the town and then to position itself to dominate the Canal
crossings south of Goor (2105). There was little information
to be had regarding the enemy. 4an officer's scout car patrol
which Brigadier Moncel hed sent on ahead the night before to
explore the routes and t0 size up the situation, reported
that the Germans had pulled back across the canal and that
brid.es over the obstacle were demolished. (#.D., HeQde & Cdn
Armd Bde, 1-2 apr 45, AEF: 45/4 Cdn armd Div/C/F, Docket I,
folio 1, Memorandum No., 7: The Final Punch. Operation and
Activities, 4 Cdn irmd Bde, 30 Mar - 5 May 45)

50. The journey to Diepenheim though unopposed, 4
was a difficult one. In the first place nct all tbe bridges '
on the route were capsble of bearin; the weight of the mighty
Shermans; secondly the echelons of the British Division™ :
ahead cluttered the ro ds and liaison offigcers had to search

for openings 1in the congested traffic to get the column

throuzh; and finally our troops had to accept the wrath of

the local British commanders and provost who demanded an explan-
ation of why their centre line was beling used. By night-fall
the administrative and movement crises had blown over however
and the armoured brigade was iIn its allotted area around
Diepenheim, where the take over from 43 (W.) Inf Div was
effected. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, 2 Apr 45)

51. At 2525 hours on the night of 2 L.pr, Maj-

Gen Vokes sent a message to Brigadier Moncel, the commander
of 4 Cdn Armd Bde, and advised him that 43 (W.) Inf Div

(on the right) would endeavour to clear Delden, Borne and
Hengelo, and the north side of the canal. 4 Cdn Armd Bde
would then bridge the waterway, and proceed northward. In
the event of the operation by 43 (ﬁ.? Inf Div not proceeding
quickly enough, Brigzadier Moncel would be responsible for
forcing a crossing and establishing his own bridgehead. For
tils essentlally infantry task, Maj-Gen Vokes would send him
ILinc & welld R. to make the assault. Thirty-six assault
boats would be available for the crossing. (WeD., GeSe, H.Qe



4 Cdn Armd Div, April 1945: 4Appx 7, Message, 2 Apr 495,
G.0.C, to Comd H.Q., 4 Cdn i4rmd Bde). Progress by 43
(We) Inf Div was steady, but so very slow that Maj=-Gen
Vokes decided that the attack shoculd be launched at

1900 hours, rather thuan walt for further progress by the
British, or the original deadline cf 2100 hours. (W.D.,
H.Q, 4 Cdn i4rmd Bde, 3 Apr 45)

52, The original conception of the operation

was & single crossing cn a battalion frontage, but Brigadier
Moncel declided that it would be worthwhile to eattempt
another crossing with a company of Lake Sup R. (Mot) at the
lock gates a thousand yards west of the main effort which would
take place near the large bridge south-west of Delden.

(WeDe, Hes 4 Cdn airmd Bie and units; and Linc & Welld R.,

3 Apr 45). At 1900 hours, with the support of the whole
divisional artillery, bolstered by 19 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.)

and & medium regiment, Linc & Welld R. sent twc companles
across the canal; "C" Coy on the left, "." Coy cn the right.
Within fifty minutes both companies were con their first
objectives on elther.- slde of the wood between tne canal

and the rallway. Resistance on the riyht was 1li:zht, but on
the left "C" Coy was sternly trected as it was consolidating.
At about 2100 hours "D' Coy was passed through "A" to secure
the line of the railroad. But no sooner had it done so than
the enemy begen to retaliate heavily on both flanks. "(C"
Coy was counter-attaecked from the north, but the enemy was
not able to stand up to the violence of the gunfire which
was called down; "A" Coy was also finding it hard to follow
up on the right. Nevertheless by 0215 hours 4 Apr, the
assaulting battalion's positions were firm, and while the
flanking sub-units held and "L" Coy explolted beyond the
railway line towards Delden, Lt-Col Cocleman committed his
fourth company to assist in the exploitation northward and

to ease the pressure on "C" Coy which was still having trouble.
(#eDe, Linc & Welld ii., 3-4 apr 45)

53. Meanwhile the motor battalion had been
carrying out operations which may well be placed on record

as classic for this type of unit., Having been relieved of

its local responsibility by a battery of 5 Cdn A.Tk Regt,

"A" Coy, Lake Sup K. (Mot) commanded by Maj Re.h. Colquhoun
began crossing the Twente Canal 500 yards west .f the locks

at approximately 2300 hours, 5 apr, supported by two medium
machine-gun platoons, the mortar platoon, a section of Wasps
and one squadron of 22 Cdn Armd Regt. The assault, which went
with clocklike precision, was heevily suppcrted by our artillery.
The first platcon to cross the obstacle lined the dlke and
tock on the enemy's sniper posts which were providing most

of the opposition; the second and third platocn then crossed
and fanned cut to the east, their objsctive being the locks
themselves, The locks were teken against light opposition

and the first platoon over the canal was passed through to
contact Linc & Welld . west of Delden. This was not possible
however owingz to the heavy small arms fire, and the contact
force returned to assist in conscliduating the approaches to
the locks. At about the same time engineers set about the
task of bridging the waterway behind them. (W.D., Lake Sup K.
(Mot), 2-3 Apr 45). The brid:e was completed at 0600 hours



4 Apr, by which time Loke Sup k. (Mot) hai reccnnaissance
elements working tneir way north, wnile the remalnier of the
battalion concentrated in readiness tc exploit from the
bridgehead. It will be seen that the capture and completion
of t.4s bridgehead had momentous consequences. (Ibid;

fi«Ds, 8 Cdn F1 Sgn, K.C.E., 3 Apr 45)

THE 4RMOURED BAI3aDE BXEsKS OUT TO THE NORTH, 4 APR 45"

54. At approximately 0830 hours "B" Coy Lake

Sup R. (Mot) moved acruss the canal and swung eastwards
towards Delden, which was firmly under control of Linc &

Welid R From here the motor company set cut in the direction
of Almelc. Shortly after "C" Coy alsc moved up, passed through
Delden and headed for Borne and having reachei that place
without trouble (see paru 57) continued its advaence. In

quick time Zenderen (3114) was entered and the company

firmed up and began patrcllini northwards. At about this time
"A" Coy was sent forward along the left flank tc ocoupy
Bornebroek (2612). The operatiin went on apace during the
day, the build-up proceeded favourably over the only avallable
bridce at the lock-site., At 1300 hours 22 Cdn Armd Regt
crossed the Canal to suppopt "A" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot) on the
left flank of the operation; an hour and a half later 28

Cdn Armd Regt followed the "Grenadlers" and drove on to the
area_of Borne to the assistance of "C" Coy. (W.Ds., H.Q.
4Cdn Armd Bie and units, 4 apr 45). Thereafter the speed

Oof the advance was so swift that most of the bridges to the
‘north were seized intact, the Dclden -~ Borne - Almelo

triangle was quickly swept over, and by nightfall & good

slzed force of infantry anil tanks had entered almelc which,
with the exception of a few snipers, was reported clear.

(Roko ?pencer, Histury of the Fifteenth Cansdian Pield Reziment,
p. 241

55. The opportunity for a large-scale breakocut

was at hard and, in order to assist the armoured brigade

in consolidating its base, Maj-Gen Vokes had put 4. & S.H.

of C. uniler Brigadier Moncel's comuand to clear out the

wooded areas bounding the Schipvaart strsam directly north

of Delden. Later in the evening, 21 Cdn Armd Regt reverted

to command from Brigadier Jefferson's formation and by 2230
hours was crossing the main bridge which the engineers had
built at Delden that afterncon. In addition tc the advance

of the mein force, great progress was made by "B" Sqn 18

Cdn Armd C. Regt, which hed 2l1so becn placed under command

4 Cdn Armd Bde. Crossing the canal at 1600 hours, the armoured
cars went north-eastwards to the Almelo - Nordhorn:-Cansl],
searching for crossings over which the division could pour on
its northward course. Four miles to the east of Llmelo they
found what they wanted, (bridge 3318) and guarded it all night
for exploitasion in the morning. (W.D., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Bde,
4 Apr 45)

*® Reference maps: 4s for para 47,



56. By midni _ht 4/5 Lpr 4 Cdn Armd Bde was
conveniently dispcsed for the widespre:zd operations about

to follow., Elements of 22 Cdn 4Armd Regt together with "B"

end "C" Coys Lake Sup K. (Mot) held Almelo, "A"™ Ccy of the

motor battalion, having been transferred from the left flenk,
was now firmly astride the main poad on the south-eastern
outskirts of Alumelo supported by two ssuadrons of 28 Cdn Armd
Rest. A+ & S3.H. of C, after clearin: the woods north of

Delden was on the way to complete the mopping up in Almelo

while Linc & Welld R. had assumed control of the Briiade's

left flank and was now ensurinji the sccurity of the bridjes

over the Twente Canal against interference from the west.
(#.D8., HeQ. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, 4. & S.H. of C.,

Linc & %elld R., 4 Apr 45; also 4 Cdn Armd Bde, Bde Comd

Net Telephone messsazes, 4 Apr 45, serisl 102). The intention
of 4 Cdn Armd Bde for & Apr wes to thrust lizht motorized forces
preceded by the armoured cars north to the hamlets of

Neuenhaus and Emlicheim, and on to the larger town of

Coevorden with a view to bullding up each place with an armoured
regimental group (W.D., G.S., H.?. 4 Cdn Armd Div, april 1945:
Appx 81, A.C.V. 1 Logc, 4 apr 45, serial 71). But there was

some disappointment sahead for it was soon discovered that

the bridge secured by the armoured cazrs was not strong enough
to bear the thirty-ton welght of the Shermans. (Ibid, A.C.V.

1l Log, 5 4Lpr 45, serial 11; W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 5 Apr 45)

LT-GEN UEMPSEY'S OPERATIONS ON THE RIGHT FLANK, 2-4 APR 45%

7. The good going experienced by the Canadians

up to and beyond the Twente Canal was being similarly

enjoyed by the British formation on our immediate right

flank and by the ﬁ§er1can Armies to the south. In Lt-Gen
Dempsey's sector, 30 Brit Ccrps, while handlng over the
sround south of the Twente Canal and west of Hengelo to Lt-
Gen Simonds' troops, discovered thaet Hengelo itself was too
strongly held to permlt a direct crossing of the Canal into
the town. This being the case, 43 (i.) Inf Div launched 130
Inf Bde supported by some tanks of 8 Armd Bde through Enschede
(recently taken by the Guards Armd Div)., On the night of 2/3
Apr, Maj=-Gen G.I., Thomas' infantry then turned left to attack
Hengelo from the north-east and south-east. By early evening,
after hours of bitter fighting, 7 Hamps and 5 Dorsets were
established in the north and southern parts cf the old town
and while these two units mopped up the remnants of the
garrison, 4 Dorsets passed on to the north-west to capture
Borne by last light. (AEF: 45/Second army/C/D, Docket I;

also W.D., HeQe, G.S. First Cdn Army, April 1945, 4ppx 13,
folio 39, Sitrep 040900B; & folio 48, sitrep No. 508)

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets P1 - Bocholt, P2 - Munster, N1 =-
4lmelo, N2 - Osnabruck,

xx See Appx "G".
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58. In following the order to drive onto the
Dortmund - Ems Canal, Gds armd Liv had passed through
Oldenzaal (4413) on the morning of 2 hApr, bridged the

Almelo - Nordhorn Canal during the afternoon cf the same

day and attacked Nordhorn (5426) that ni.ht with 32 Gds

Bde. Occupation of the town went on far Into the night

and the Brigade reached the Vocate River which runs through
the northern outskirts. The mein bridge was, of course,
demolished; but some distance to the ncrth another structure
was discovsred by the guardsmen, who took quick advantage

of it. The Brigade then went on to Lingen, (7136) where,

as before, the maln bridge over the Ems River was out of
commissioen. Aagain the guardsmen located an slternate route
over which it was intended to pass 3 Brit Inf Div (which so
far had been fcllowln; the ermoured division and had been
taking over 1ts newly-won areas). Meanwhile the ri ht flank
tarust by Gds Armd Div, echelcned slightly to the rear,

had b-en havinz a hard time. after meeting fierce oppositicn
all through 2 Apr in Gildehaus (5710), & Gds Armd Bde lunged
on to Benthelm (6011). Bentheim had four somc time been

the home of & serman Officers Tralning Schccl and naturally
enough the fanatical members of 1t put up 2 terrific fight
which stopped the guardsmen "cold", for the time being at
least. The situastion clearly demanded zn infantry assault,
and this tesk was passed on to a brigade of 3 Brit Inf Tiv,
(Ibid: Appx 8, folio 116; Appx 13, folio 62, Ops Summery 2894;
als> AEF: 45/Second Army/L/p, bocket I, 31 Mar - 4 May 45:
Second army Intelligence Summary, No. 304)

59. As 3 Apr drew tc a clcse, therefore, cperations
had developed in such a way that the front was echeluned on

a general sast-to-west line from Osnabruck (2107) tc Riesenbeck
(9206) with 8 Brit Corps, kheine to Gronau (5102) with 12 Brit
Corps, and from Enschede to the Canadian right flank with 30
Brit Corps. On the far right opposition as a whole was loose
and uncc-ordinated, pro:iressively increasing in quality and
co=-crdination towards the left. In that part of the front,

the enemy's fighting spirlt showed no sign of glving way before
cur superior numbers and greatly superlior equipments, in fact
at most of the vital pocints resistance was fanatical in the
extreme. (AEF: 45/Second Army/C/U, Docket I)

60, A major task for Lt-Gen _empsey at this stage
was to occupy some additional advanced airfields in order

to provide immedizte clcse alr support and speedier reccnnaiss-
ance, these were especlally needed for 8 Corps, which was
operating far tc the east. These badly needsd ulrstrips were
mestly in the 12 and 30 Corps areas, but on the enemy's side

of the fence and denied to cur use by the intense uppcesition
being offered to those two formations. Thus this situaticn
would only be rectified when either Lt-Gen Horrocks or Lt-Gen
Ritchie or both, breocke throuzh the left. (Ibid)

6l. wlth the American Armies events were also

moving with dramatic rapldity. By 3 apr forward elements

of Lt-Gen Simpson's forces, drivins hard towards Hanover

and the Elbe, had penetrated to the Weser southe-east of Minden
(AEF: 45/21 army Group/C/F, Docket II, Notes on Operatisns of
21 Army Group, p. 52). On the szme day Ninth U.S. army rever ted




to 12 Army Group, which was to clear up the area cof the

Ruhr and then turn to the south-east, directed on Leipzig and
vresden, Ninth U.S. army had been ordered by General
Bradley, however, to protect Second British Army's rlight
flank as far as Hanover, and for this purpose to establish
1ts cwn left flank firmly in the Der Delister hills to the
south-west of the city. Lt-Gen Lempsey would thus ve enabled
to secure the line of the Weser to include Minden and Bremen.
He would then advance his right to the rivers Aller and
Leine. Holding firmly on to Bremen, he was to foree bridge-
heads over the three rivers preparatcry t. making a furthsr
advance to reach and cross the Elbe. His left boundary

with General Crerar tuck in the linc of communications
through Hengelc, Nourdhorn, Lingzen, Haselunne, Bremen and
Hamburg, (G.0.C.-in-C. file 1-0, Directive M567, frcm
Ce=in-C., 21 Army Group, 5 apr 45)

GENERAL CRERAKR'S TaSK AN. aPPRECIATION, 5 APR 45

62. In view of these developments Fleld-Marshal
Montgomery visited General Crerar's Headquarters on 5 Apr

to discuss the future course of his uperations as they were
affected by the turn of events. The outcome of the conference
is thus set forth by Genersl Crerar in his Despatch:

In priority, the tasks set for the Canadlan
army were to open the route between Arnhem end
Zutphen, tc clear the northeast Netherlands,
then northwest Germany to the line cf the #eser
tc be prepered t: take over Bremen from the Second
British Army and, advancing eastward to the Elbe,
tc protect the left flank of the Second British
Army and clear the Cuxhaven penimsula. Our
penetraticn intc the western Netherlands wes
alsc to be maintained.

In the course ¢f hls operations northeastwards
to clear the coastal belt of Germany,
includin: &ll nuval establishments, as far as the
river Weser, Lt-General Simcnds was t¢ direct one
armoured division on the axis between Almelo,
Neuenhaus, Meppen, Sogel, Friesoythe and Oldenburg,
in order to afford the necessary measure .f securlty
to Lt-General Dempsey's left flank. It followed
that I should be responsible for establishing
e central contrcl in the west end northeust
Netherlands as socn as these districts were cleared,
for which purposc Headquarters, Netherlands District,
was to maintain cluse liclison with my Headquarters
and to provide Clvil Affalrs detachments for
deplcyment under my command to ensure continulty when
Netherlands Listrlct eventually took over from Flrst
Canadian Army.

(General Crerar's Lespatch,
Sp cit, paras 19 and 20; see
als0 Welis, G.O.G.-in—G., First
Cin Army, April 1945: Appx 2,
virective, 7 Apr)



63, General Crerar oxplains the implications
of his commitment in the Netherlands in the flllowing terms:

I apprecizted that the Germans could not
now withdraw their forces from the western
Netherlands where they appearecd t. have chcsen
to fight a seperate battle, standing first along
the Ijssel and then on the Grebbe and New Water
lines further tc the west. For such a contest
the Commander of the Twenty-Fifth Army would
have the combined rescurces uf the troops still
remeinirc in the country as a .arrison, and the
formatlins now fallin: Dack acruss the river as
a result of my offensive to the north. It was
to be assumed that hls tctel forces would number
about 100,000 men. Not a2ll of his formations
were experienced in battle, nor at full stren:th,
but with the varied water cbstacles which they
werc evidently prepared to exploit without regard
to the further devastation by flcuding of large
areas of the country at this sta_e of the war,
they were capable cf putting up a strong defence.
At the same time, I held cnly & low priority on
the special resources necessary tc carry my
operations westward to the North Sea.

While I still thought it possible that the
enemy mi:zht try to delay my northern advance
on Gronin:en, I did not e xpect thlis part of the
Netherlands tc be heavily defended, with the
exception of the coastal areas cpposite the
naval base of Emden.

(General Crerar's Lespatch,
cp cit, peras 21 end 22)

THE EXPLOCITATION BEYCNL THE TWENTE CANAL*
OPERATIONS OF 4 CLN ARMU _IV, S5 APR

64. The order for 5 Apr was"™drive vn to the nerth"
and from first light of that day on Maj-Gen Vokes d4id not
waste any time in carrying it cut. Leaving the A. & S.H. of
C. t> complete the hcuse-clearing in Almelo and the remainder
of 4 Cdn Armoured Bde to gradually bulld up 1ts strensth,
Lake Sup R. (Mot) started away carly in the morning. First
"L" Coy moved up from Lelden at 0600 hours towards Borne,
thus bringing up the tall cf the battalion, which was about
tc press on to the north; then, at 1000 hours the rest of
the motor battalion, now relleved of 1ts responsibllity at
Almelo (by A. & S.H. of C. cf 10 Cdn Inf 3de, under command
since 1400 hours 4 Apr) struck out over the small bridge
which 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt had seized the night before. Even

® Reference maps: G.S5.G.S. 4085, 1:50,000, Sheets 28 -
Almelo, 22 - Cocevorden,
G.S.G+S., 4416, 1:100,000, Central Europe,
Sheet N1 - Almelo; also appx "L".



while this bridge was being strangthened the lighter

vehicles were able to cross, and scon the armcured half
tracks and carriers of the motor battalion were pushin., to the
north and north-east at "amasing speed". (W.Ls., H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Bde; Leke Sup R. (Mot), G. S., HeQ. 4 Cdn ~rmd Liv,
April 1945: iLppx 15, Message 0413 BB, 5 Apr 45)

65, By mid-day & Apr Lt-Col R.A. Keane had mctor
companies in Neuenheus, Emlichheim and Ulsen (4233); thus

the small flap of Germany projeeting out towards Ccevorden

was rapidly falling into our hands %Ibid) Meanwhile 8 Cdn

Fd Sqn was working furiously to produce a bridge fit for
tanks. The succeeded at 13195 hours and the armour rosared
across, (W.L., 8 Cdn Fd Sqn R.C.E., 5 Apr 45; ¥W.v., H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Bde, 5 Apr 45) Soon the tank regiments were
rolling in the wake of the motor battalion, and as the brigade
diary states:

Thus commenced one of the most successful armd
dashes which the brigasde has ever made.
Criginal cbjectives were overrun in a matter
of a few hours and plans were changed on the
move and the whole force proceeded on until

at last 1t we curled our tail up into a bde
fortress aresa prepared for anything which the
enemy mlight throw at us...

(Weiliey HeQe 4 Cdn 4Armd Bde,
5 Lpr 45)

That night when the group halted, brigade headquarters,

A. & S.H. of C. (freed of their task in almelo?u and 23

Cdn Fd Re t (S.P.) were set up in a position between Ulsen
(4233) and 7ilsum (4083). 28 Cdn Armd Hegt was in Neuenhaus,
22 Cdn Armd Regt was to the west of Ulsen near achterrener
(3633). 21 Cdn armd Regt, together with "_" Coy Lake Sup

R. (Mot) and 18 Cdn Armd C. Re .t was at Emlichheim where

"3" Coy of the Superiors was soon due to arrive. (%.0s., H.Q.
4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, 5 Apr 45). "a" Coy Lake Sup K.
(Mot) wes at the _stes of .Coevordem, ovut the most northerly
element of the force was "C" Coy of the motor battalion which
had reached Hebelermeer (5660) on the Sud-Nord Kanasl just
inside the German border, and about ten miles from Meppen.
(Wol.!l, H. Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 5 n.pr 45)

66. The responsibility for the Lelden -~ Borne =
Almelc base had bz this time been taken over by Brigadier
Jefferson's "Lion" Group, which was socn to become involved
in a sort of private war mlles behind the racing. armoured
group. The Brigade's History presents the situation in
this way:

Meanwhile the northesouth arm of the Twente
Canal from Delden %o Almelc seemed to be the
right flank of a Germar defensive system
created to allow tne escape northward of the
troops trapped in from the west by the 2nd

and 3rd divisions and cn the east by ourselves.



The line was held by the Lincclns in Lelden,

the NBRs and SARs slong the centre and the
Algonquins 1n Almelo to the north. It was

an odd situation for 4 Brigade was miles away...
as was divisional Headquarters and the Brigade
was left so far behind that any wireless or
line communicetions waes out of the question.

(Re4. Paterson, A Short Histor
of Tenth Canadian Infantry Bde,
p. 64)

On & Apr the Algonquins toik over the town of Almelo

from A. & S.H. of C. amid a rictous reception from

the burghers and burghesses. (W..., AlqQ R., 5 Apr 45).

The next morning the first of many attempts was made to dislodge
the Hun from his pivot position in Wierden (2218), about

two and a half miles to the west of Almelo. (Ibid, 6 Apr 45).
Several miles to the north of Almelo, elements of 18 Cdn Armd
C. Regt were fannin. out freely and had already cccupled
Venebrugge (2741) while other elements held a small bridgehead
on the western bank of the (Uverisselsch Canal at Laarlerveen
(2127 - 2128)l (l.i.:Jt, GIS., H-Q,o 4. Cdn ﬁI‘md Liv’ 5 Apl‘ 45)

67. Luring the night 5/6 Apr'"C" Coy Lake Sup R.
(Mot) was ordered to move from Hebelermeer to seize Meppen
and dominate a crossing of the River Ems. Simultaneously

one squadrcn of 28 Cdn Armd Regt was also ordered to Meppen
to assist in this task. The motor company, which had recelved
their order to move at 2300 hours, found thelr way through
the intense darkness to the outskirts of the town by 0400
hours, 6 Apr, but met flerce resistance and cculd dc little
else but firm up where they were to walt for the tanks. At
the same time there had been some progress on the left, for
patrols of "A"™ Coy had found bridges across the Overijsselsch
canal which were used to approach Coevorden from the south-
west. The enemy put up stern resistance but the town fell

at noon to Lake Sup R. (Mot) with under command "aA" & "C"
Coys of A. & S.H. of C. and elements of 21 Cdn Armd Regt.
(Wele, HeQs 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, 5 4pr 45)

68. With troops scattered across the front

from Coevorden to Meppen scme doubt arose as to ~olng on

north, or swinging east thrcough Meppen. However at 1300

hours the G.0.Cs saw Brigadier Moncel and ordered him to

force his way across the Ems, (perhaps as a result of knowing
that the 1lst Polish Armoured Livision would be available
within 48 hours to take over the thrust to the north).

(Wells, HeQs 4 Cdn Armd Bde; A. & S.ii. of C., 6 Lpr45;

AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/F, _Locket I, Folio 10: 2 Cdn Corps
Summary of Cps and Activities, 1 Apr tc 7 Apr 45 inecl, para 7).
Msaj-Gen Vokes was also justified in this decision bz the
intention of 2 Cdn Corps 1ssued the night before: Second

to thrust out light forces to open the axis towards Meppéen.,."
(We_e, GeS., H.Qs 2 Cdn Corps, ALpril 1945: appx 5, Intentions

2 Cdn Corps, 6 Apr 45). The divisional cummander, having

seen for himself with safisfaction how hls effort was progress-
ing, returned to his hesdquarters just in time to meet the

Army Commander who, as was his custom, had flown up in his



Auster aircraft to size up the situation. (W.D., G.S.,
H-Q. 4. Cdn AI’md Div, 6 Apr 45; W|Dn, G-.O.C--in-c., F].I‘St
Cdn Army, 6 Apr 45). Meanwhlile A, & S.H. of C. had been |
ordered forward to Meppen.

69. The Commanding Officer of A. & S.H. of C.
received his orders to proceed to Meppen 1n the early
afternoon, and, in spite of bad road conditions, had hia
battalion (1ess the two companies at Coevorden) in ¢ e
Fullen (6554), two miles from tne town, by 2100 hours

(W.De., HeQ. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 6 Apr 45). On his arrival

in the Meppen sector, however, Lt-Col F.E. Wigle, 0.B.E.,
found things not going too well, and immediately dispatched
a note to Brigadler Moncel reporting the situation and
setting out his plan for dealing with it. The note reported
that the situation was not good at the moment but that the
outskirts of Meppen should be in his hands very shortly.
(W.De, A. & S.H. of C., 6 Apr 45). The Lake Sup R, (Mot)
company in this area had been driven back by small arms,
machine gun and 20-mm fire, with the loss of their company
commander; furthermore the north-western outskirts were
"lousy" with snipers, and 105 and 88-mm guns were reported
lurking about ready to open fire. An attack by the motor
company, plus five "Shermens" and two "Honeys" of 28 Cdn
Armd Regt, was going in to clear this sector when the
commaending officer of A. & S.,H. of C. arrived, and hls plan
was that on completion of this attack, his companies would
relieve the motor company and patrol forward. (W.Ds., H.Q.
4 Cdn Armd Bde & units, 6 Apr 45). Later that night another
situation developed on the left. After "A" Coy Lake Sup R.
(Mot) had left Coevorden to the Argyles and returned to
concentrate around Emlichheim, & report came in from A. &
S.H. of C. that a body of enemy was moving towards Coevorden.
The armoured brigade's flank position 1n thls area was not
yet free of danger, therefore "B" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot)

was immediately dispatched to ensurc the seecurity of the
bridges west of the town. Later thls flank was strengthened
by the scout platoon of the motor battalion which arrived to
hold the village of Gramsbergen (2840) until relieved on the
following day by a Belglan S.A.S. unit. (%W.Ds., Lake Sup

R. (Mot), A. & S.H. of C., 6 Apr 45)

70. Thus midnight 6/7 Apr saw 4 Cdn Armd Div
polsed to crash across the Ems river as soon as sufficient
artillery support could be made available., The fast pace
of the last 48 hours had resulted in a wide dispersal of
units and many regiments often found themselves completely
out of contact with their higher headquarters. The extended
battle front with its left flank under constant threat
made it impossible for the gunners to provide fire support
for our far flung companiss in such distant places as
Meppen and Coevorden. As one of the Artillery historians
explained:

That morning recce parties from the 15th Fleld
were ordered to preparc positions opposite

Meppen to support a crossing of the Dortmund-

Ems Canal. The long trip over bad roads required

% Kl., the abbreviated form of "Klein", or "little".



several hours. By dusk positions had been
selected and guides posted to meet the guns,

but in view of the 8tiff opposition encountered
throughcut the day at Wierden recce parties

were ordered to return to Almelo the following
morning. The regiment was then informed that
the guns would be required to remain in action
at Almelo until this flank was secure,

(R.A. Spencer; History of the
Fifteenth Canudlon Fleld Regt,
Op cit, p. 240)

731, The opposition™ encountered by 4 Cdn armd

Bde at Meppen and 10 Cdn Inf Bde at Wierden (west of Almelo)
was actually the first serious resistance to the armoured
thrust. Wierden itself had 2ll the appearances of being

a flank strong point on which the enemy placed a temporary
diversionary value; while, north of Almelo, along the

Overi jsselsch Canal, 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt reported scattered

but determined groups of German infantry, all of this
suggesting some regulated plan for keeping our troops away

from the line of the canal northward from almelo. Certainly,
the struggle which the enemy was putting up against Lt-Gen
Simonds' infantry divisions to the west might indicate that

he still hed forces in Western Holland that were to be withdrawn
for use in Germany proper. (W.Ds., G.S., HeQs. 4 Cdn Armd

Div & 10 Cdn Inf Bde, & & 6 Apr 45; also Appx 79, 4 Cdn

Armd Div Intrep No. 133 & 134). A glance at the mup of the
Almelo sector 1s sufficient to show the significance of the
little village of Wierden. It stands astride the main Almelo =-
Nijverdal (1319) road and rallway end 1s the loglcal pivot

of a flank protection screen to the main route Rijssen (1713) -
Nijverdal to the west. To bresk this screen would mean partial
domination of the rear of those enemy troops facing 2 Cdn

Inf Div and to this task Alq R. of 10 Cdn Inf Bde, (supported
by 29 Cdn isrmd Recce Regt and whatever guns of 15 Cdn Fd Regt
could be brought to bear), bent itself. (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn
Inf Bde, Alq R., 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 5 Apr 45)

72. The first attack went in early on the morning
of 6 Apr, but made no headway against heavy small arms fire,
and while it was in progress, civilians reported infiltration
into our extended lines of communication north along the line
Delden - Bornebroek. A small battle group made up of elements
of Linc & Welld R. (reverted to Comd 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 1030
hours, 5 Apr) and 29 Cdn Recce Regt tanks was sent to deal
with 16, and by late afternoon had succeeded in pushing the
enemy back across the canel west of Bornebroek with severe
losses, This minor success, however, was offset by that of
the enemy ageinst the Algonquins, whose second attack by "D"
Coy along the axis Almelo - Wierden had been repulsed with
considerable casualties. North of Almelo around Aadorp (2420)

i
% 38 Para Regt (7 Para Div)
32 Paru Regt (8 Para Div)
2 Tp, 267 Flak Bn, (AEF: 45/4 Cdn Armd Div/L/F, Docket
I: Folio 23, Intrep Nc. 136, 8 apr 45).



our troops had better luck; for here the AlqQ R. carrier
platoon went into action with machine gun and flame-thrower
to wipe out an entire enemy out-post, killing 25 Germans
and capturing 12. (W.D., H.Q. 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 6 Apr 45)

-
”

73, All through the night of 6/7 Apr the ~Northern .
ﬁgzrdio regiment continued to probe the approaches to

en, but with small measure of success. The enemy in
the village were well placed to cover the road from slmelo
and had enough heavy support to discourage any movement
against them; moreover. across the eastern edge of Wlerden
ran the Hollandergreav .. Canal over which the Canadian
infantry must cross tc enter the village. It was the old
story of a few fanatical defsnders choosing a vital point
as thelr stronghold, a repetition of any of a dozen or more
of the delaying actions with which our troops had had to
contend earlisr in the campaign. The quality of the enemy's
cholice of ground was to prove itself during the next two days.
(W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde; 4lg R., Linc & Welld R., 29
Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 6 Apr 45; 2ls0 G.S. 4 Cdn Armd Div,
April 1945, appx 79, Intreps No. 134, 135)

THE ~RMY COMMANDER'S DIRECTIVE, 7 ALPR 45

T4. The following morning, while Maj-Gen Vokes'!
armour walted outside Meppen for the moment to force a
crossing of the Ems and hils infentrymen tested Wierden,
General Crerar sat down in his caravan at army Headquerters

to prepare a new directive to his Corps Commanders. He wrote:

The tasks of First Canadian aArmy are as follows:

(&) To open up and sccure for use the route
Arnhem - Zutphen.

(b) To clear North-east Holland.

(c) To cleasr North-west Germany up to the
line of the Vieser.

(d) To be prepered to tcke over Bremen from
Second British 4army and advance eastwards
to the Elbe protectin, the left flank
of Second British Army and clezring the
Cuxhaven Peninsula.

(e) Simultanecusly with (b) above to operate
westwards to clear west Holland.

(%.Dey, €.0.Ce=in-C. First Cdn
army, April 1945: Appx 2,
Directive, G.0.C.=-1in-C.,
1-0-4/1, 7 Apr 45)

The share of 2 Cdn Corps was z trident thrust, with
western, and northern and north-eastern lines:
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Simulteneously, but without detriment to the
Ereparation and early execution of Operation
CANNONSHOT" - which has as its object the
crossing of the Ijssel from the east, and the
capture of the high ground between that place
and Arnhem - 2 Canadian Corps will operate
Northwards to clear North-east Holland.

Without prejudice to the speedy carrying out

of the responsibilities indicated in paragraph
7 above and on a lower priority, 2 Canadilan
Corps will also proceed to operate north-east-
wards to clear the coastal belt of Germany,
including all naval establishments, up to the
line of the R, Weser. During such operations

2 Canadian Corps will direct our armoured
division on the axis Almclo - Neuenhaus - keppen
- Sogel - Friesoythe - Oldenburg, so as to afford
a measure of security to the left flank of
Second British Army.

(Ibid)

This latter task, as we shall see, fell to 4 Cdn Armd
Div.,

2 CDN INF DIV'S OPERATIONS, 5-7 APR 45%

75. The example set by thc armoured division

in its brilliant break-out on the right had been followed
with almost equal success by the two infantry formations
further to the west. In the centre of Lt-Gen Simonds!
front on the morning of 5 Apr Brigadler Megill's S Cdn
Inf Bde continued their push towards Laren. From their
original objectives on the left of the Groot Doc hteren =
Laren Road which they had occupied during the night before,
R. de Mals supported by "a" San 10 Cdn armd Regt pushed

to their final objectives astride the main roed south-west
of Laren, reuching them before dawn on 5§ 4Apr. Behind the
French-Canadians, the Calgary Highlanders had moved up to
sake over the left flank, while well tc the front "A" Sqn
8 Cdn Recce Regt felt out the approaches to Laren and the
flenks. (W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Cdn Armd
Regt, 8 Cdn Reoce Regt, 5 Apr 45)

76. Shortly after daybreak 6 Cdn Inf Bde arrived
in the line and Fus M.R. relieved the Calgaries, who swung
to the right directed onto the stretch of road connecting
Leren and Lochem. Meanwhile as R.H.C. prepared to pass

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000,
Sheets 34 - Groenlo, 28 - Almelo, 22 -
Coevorden, 33 - Zutphen. Appx "E".
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through to attack Laren, R. de Mals was ordered to side-
step to the north-west teo securc the left flank, end Calg
Highrs begen advancing on the right on a line parallel

to the rallway track. (Ibid)

7. The Black Hatch went forward at 0745 hours,
5 4pr, led by "C" and "B" Coys mounted on the tanks of
"A" Sqn of the Fort Garry Horse (10 Cdn Armd Regt) and on
the carriecrs of the battalion's support company. The enemy,
however, was nct prepared to let the srmoured column
get too far ahead, and just before the Cansdians reached
their forming up place a terrific hall cf fire forced the
infantry to dismount a2nd go to ground. a second bombardment
of shell, rocket, and mortar followed, causing many casualties
tc "C" Coy, and two of the missiles unfortunately landed right
on top of the Black #Watch tactical headquarters. The officer
in tempcrary command of the unit, Maj E. Mctzfeldt, the
Scout Platoon Communder, the Intellligence O0fficer and severel
others were wounded, and the task of getting the trcops
forward fell to Maj A. Traversy, the senior company commander.
There was a little delay but a new plan was formed and at
1115 hours the advance was resumed. The first objectives
in Laren were overrun without much trouble and by mid-afternoon
the town and 1ts approaches were flrmly contrclled by R.H.C.
(Ibid). Contact patrols were then dispatchned on either

« (Ibid; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 5 Apr 45, serials
2199, 3173, S177; W.D., R.H.Ces, April 1945, appx 13; Ops
Log, serials 225, 286, 290, 295, 300, 320, 321). Fortunately,
nelther the R. de Mals to the west nor the Calg Highrs to
the south had as much opposition in resching thelr allotted
ocbjectives. Both units were able to report their new
positions by 1500 hours, and spent the remainder ¢f the day
establishing flank contacts and patrolling. (W.Ds., H.Qs &
Cdn Inf Bde &and units, 5 Apr 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
5 apr 45, serials 3177, 3183)

78, Neither of Maj-Gen Matthews' other brigades
had been particularly active during & 4pr. On 4 Cdn Inf
Bde's front, an overall readjustment of dispositions took
place when R. Rezt C., temporarily freed of responsibility
by Brigadier Megill's =2dvance towards Laren, sent two of its
companies over to the left flank to relieve R.H.L.I. The
Hamilton unit, at the time holding = base from which 7 Bde
of 3 Cdn Inf Div had struck out westwards, turned over 1its
area to R. Regt C. and began moving eastwards along the
railway to seize the bridge sites above Lochem. (W.Ds,,
H.Qe 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 5 Apr 45). The advance of
R.H.L.I., while not greatly opposed by "bodies on the ground",
was seriously hindered by extensive minefilelds. By last
lizht however; after all objectives had been heavily
engaged by artillery and flame, the baftalion consclidated
near the hamlet of Exel'tol (0898) thus filling the gap
between Calg Highrs of 5 Cdn Inf Bde and the highway bridge
north-west of Lochem., (Ibida; and 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 5§
Apr 45, serials 2212, 2220, 2227, 2236, 2238, 2224). The
position of Essex Scot R., holding the northern end of the
rapldly expanding bridgehead area, remained unchaenged and
theankfully allowed the Scottish to rest before the next
move. (W.D., Essex Scot R., 5 Apr 45)



79. After moving up Fus M.R. to the left

side of the almen - Larsn road, headquarters 6 Cdn Inf Bde
spent the rest of the day getting its other battallons
forward. By last light both Camerons of C. and S.

Sask R. were concentrating to the scuth-west and south

of Laren digesting the orders for the next attack.

(#.Ds., HeQ. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 5 Apr 45). The
intention was that 6 Cdn Inf Bde should form =z bridge-~

head over the Schipbeek Canal., This obstacle extends
eastwards from the town of Deventer and cuts the two roads
leading from Laren (0600) to Hclten and Markelo before
curving scuthwards to joln the Twente Canal west of
Diepenheim. The method of attack was to be dependent

on the opposition encountered south of Laren. If it

was light, S. Sask R., mounted on tanks of "C" Sgn 10

Cdn Armd Regt and Kangaroos of 1 Cdn Carrier Regt, would
attack north z2lon; the maln road Laren - Holten preceded

by two squadrons cof 8 Cdn Recce Regt. Following the main
effort would be Fus M.R. on the left flunk and Camerons

of C. on the right, clearing both sides of the main axls,
If the resistance was heavy, then the assault was tc e made
on a two-battalion front with Fus M.R. and Camercns of C.
forward and S. Sask R. in reserve, while a squadron of 8
Cdn Recce Regt patrolled each flank. 1In their respective
concentration areas, the infantry units pEoceeded to "marry
up" according to the prescribed groupings®™ (W.Ds., H.Q.

6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 5 Apr 45; slsc W.D., H.3. 6 Cdn Inf
Bd:i)hpril 1945, Appx 5, Intelligence Log, 5 Apr 45, serial
61 .

80. During the night 5/6 apr minor aivances were
made by Fus M.R. and Camerons cf C. against light cppocsition
indiceting that the encmy had pulleld back. This meant that
Brigadier Allard's alternative plan oould be put into operation.

® GROUPINGS:-

The following groupings will be carried out in conc

arezs NORTH of br in 0197:-

In sp Fus MR - 1 tp C Sgqn 10 Cdn Armd Regt
tp (towed) 17 pdrs - 23 A Tk Bty
MMG pl - C Coy Tor Scot (MG).
tp C Sgn 10 Armd Regt,
tp (towed) 17 pdrs - 23 4 Tk Bty
tps C Sgn 10 armd Ret,
sgn Kangarcos,
Scissors br sec (%2)
Shermaniovzer,
Engr Recce Party (7 Fd Coy RCE),
Coy Tor Scot (MG)
P1 C Coy Tor Scot (MG),

In sp Camerons of C =

In sp 8. Sask R. -

o 0

CONC :-

Fus MR in present locstion, Camerons of C in present
location of R. de Mals -~ 043001. S Sask R SOUTH of Calg
Hizhrs - 066982,

x= (Ibid).



(WeD., H.Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 6 Apr 45). Shortly after

midnight "A" Coy Camerons of C. was mounted on carriers

and directed on the bridge over the Shipbeek canal 4000

yards north of Oclde (0401), with the object of preventing

the enemy from demolishing it and establishing a bridgehead
there. (Ibid: Appx 5, Intelligence Log, 5 Apr 45, serials

83, 90, 6 Apr 45, serials 2, 3, 5). If the Camerons succeeded
in this, then S. Sask R. ~as to be passed through to the east
to capture the main bridie site south of Holten. By "building
up® their patrols, the Camerons were able to selze the village
of Oclde early on 6 Apr and allowed 8 Cdn Recce Regt to move
on seeking contact. There was 1llttle sign of the enemy to

be found and by 0700 hcurs Lt-Ccl ah.iae Kennedy, D.3.0., E.D.,
had his men concentrated between Dorth (0404) and the bridges,
which was already in shambles but over the wreckage of which
it was possible to move marching troops. (W.D., HeQes 6

Cdn Inf Bde and units, 6 A4pr 45). At 1300 hours the commanding
officer gave his corders for the crossing, and within three

and a quarter hours "A" and "B" Coys were on the north bank
with "C" Coy about to cross. (Ibid)

8l. The good fortune which our troops had enjoyed
thus far, however, was nct to last much longer, for immediately
after consclidation by the Camerons' three rifle companies,

the German guns and mortars opened up impeding communicatlons
by causing several casuzlties among the regimental signallers.
(Ibid). There was no let up in the enemy's retaliation against
the bridgehead force, which by nightfall was firmlz dug in
with its flanks south of the cansal protected by "D" Coy on

the right end a composite company cf Calg Highrs (& Cdn Inf
Bde) on the left. Similarly, Brigadier allard's other
battalion had moved up and the end of the day found Fus M.R.
holdinz the area of Bekmensbroek (0804) and S. Sask R.
concentrated astride the maln road just south of the Fusiliers.
(Ibid). The intention for the morrow was to expand the

h3Iding ncrth of the Schipbeek Canal =nd, as Camercns of C,
continued to draw the enemy's attention towards their bridge-
head on the left flank, S. Sask R. made hasty preparation

for 1ts journey to the cther side of the obstacle. (W.Ds.,
Camercns of C; S. Sask R; 6 Apr 45)

82. #hile Brigadier ALllard's men had been facing

up to the Schipbeek Canal, & Cdn Inf Bde had held Laren and
explolted further eastwards alon; the Twente Canal with Calg
Highrs, who ccvered another 800 yards eastwards to settle
along the track from the bulldings at Huurneman (0799) to
Hiddink (0799) (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 7 Apr 45, serial 23,
W.Ds., Calg Highrs and 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 6 iApr 45). Brigsdier
Cabeldu had slso readjusted his positions to sult the situation
created by 6 Cdn Inf Bde's advance to the north. On the right
Re+H.L.I. were ordered tc move to the east to secure the other
bridge site near Lochem station as the railrosd bridge in
thelr present arez was not satlsfactory. By 1500 hours Lt-
Col H.C. Arrell had his companles consolidated in theilr new
positions. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 6 apr 45, senials 2291,
2536)., Simultanecusly Essex Scot .aué been moving northwards :
and by 1800 hours had covered another 3000 yards tc¢ enter the
area covered by 8 Cdn Recce Rext in its sweep to contact.
(Ibid: serials 2358, 2366; also #.D., HeQ. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and
units, 6 Apr 45)



83. Nightfall saw the Essex firmly holding

the wooded ares north of Harfsen with the forward troops

on the highway and strong company poslitions on elther

flank. Under Lt-Col Pangman's command at that time was "A"
Coy R. Regt C., which became responsible for the line of
supply to Harfsen. The other ccmpanies of k. Regt C. remained
south-east of Harfsen (with elements of 10 Cdn Armd Regt)
acting s a mobile counter-attack force for R.H.L.I. far on
the eastern flank. (Ibid: serisls 2358, 2566, 2377; alsc
WeDS., HeQs 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 6 ipr 45)

84. Maj-Gen Matthews' intention for 7 Apr was

to build up his bridgehcad over the Schipbeek Canal alon:

the axis Laren - Holten. 8 Cdn Recce Regt was to tap

out Holten and, if reslstance allowed, was tc reconnoltre
both the high ground to the nurth and the Holten - Rijssen
road, The capture of Holten was entrusted t¢ 5 Cdn Inf Bde.
By way of additicnal and highly mobile fire power, 1 Cdn

Armd C. Regt (R.C.D.) less one Squadron, (under General
Matthews' command since the mornin, of 6 Apr), was to grasp.
the first opportunity to carry out medium reconnalssance ahsad
of the advancing infantry alon; the rozd Raalte - Zwolle.

(2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 5 Apr 45, serial 3148; 6 Apr 45,
gerial 2403). Tc 4 Cdn Inf Bde was left the task of securing
the firm base the division had created on the northern bank
of the Twente Canal and thereby preventing any interference
with the bridging operations north of Lochem. (AEF: 45/Pirst
Cdn Army/C/H; Docket V, April 1945, Llaison Officers!

Reports 061500B)

OPERATIONS BY 3 CDN INF DIV, 5-7 APR 45%

85, Meenwhile, on Lt-Gen Simonds' left flank,

3 Cdn Inf Div, although forced to contaln several local
centres of resistance alon: the sast bank of the Ijssel
River, had moved 7 Cdn Inf Bde northwards in conformity
with 2 Cdn Inf Div con its richt. On the morning of 8§ apr,
9 Cdn Inf Bde exerted further pressure on the southern

and south-eastern epproaches to Zutphen and 8 Cdn Inf Bde con=-
tinued to maintain a series of "countaining" cutposts along
the eastern bank of the Ijssel from the area of Doesburg
northward to Steenderen (9386), Bronkhorst (9387), Bask
(9788) end wichmond (9889); while the other brigades were
thus employed, 7 Cdn Inf Bde ordered its first battallon
(Recina Rif) to cross the Twente Cenal. (See para 22).
The Resinas, their open flank protected by a squadron of

7 Cdn Recce Regt, struck westwards from the line held by

4 Cdn Inf Bde at 0530 hours, using "B" and "C" Ccys up

% Reference mapss G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheets
&3 = Zutphen, 27 - Hatten.
G.S.G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 3903 - Steenderen, 3803 - Zutphen,
3702 - Deventer, 3703 - Bathmen, a&lso
Appx "E",



on the left and right respectively. The lesding troops

met only lizht opposition, which was effectively smothered
by the supporting fire of tanks, and reached the eastern
part of Eefde by 0820 hours, whereupon "A" and "D" Coys
pessed through. By 1400 hours Reglna R1f had consoclidated
i1ts objective. A simlilar thrust towards Zutphen by R. Wpg
Rif alon; the south bank cf the canal was equally successful.
After the initial bresk-out from the area held by 6 Cdn

Inf Bde at 0540 hours "4" and "C" Coys had no trouble in
cetting to the railway between Hulze de Voorst (9796) and
Veldkamp (9896). At that point the two other companies
passed on to secure the line Den Dam (967966) to the circular
roadway west of Hulze de Voorst (975967). By 1630 hours
both units with thelr supportin: tanks of 27 Cdn Armd Regt
were firm; 1 C. Scot R., the reserve battalion, had been
ordered to stand down for the time being., (W.DS., G.S., H.Q.
3 Cdn Inf Div, H.Q. 7, 8, © Cdn Inf Bdes, Regina Rif, R. Wpg
Rif, 27 Cdn Armd Regt, 5 Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
5 Apr 45, serisls 1, 5, 22, 23, 42, 45, 51)

86. The progress of 7 Cdn Inf Bde was sufficlent
to enable the engineers to get on with their job of bridging
the canal south of Eefde. The sappers plied their trade
with great enthusiasm even thoupgh the site at Eefde was still
under fire from the unsubdued Hun in Zutphen. (W.D., H.Q.

7 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 4pr 45; ALEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket
Vs Special Report No. 22, R.C.E.). In the short space of
three hours the sappers of 6 Cdn Rl Coy completed a 70-foct
Bailey bridre over the gap - "an exceptionally fast job". A
smcke screen lald betwsen the brid ¢ bullders and Zutphen
gave some protection apainst observed fire, but it was by no
means a mere routine job:

Wiork commenced at 1500 hrs and there were no
further interruptions until 1730 hrs when the last
riband bolts were being tightened and the finishing
touches -put to the bridge. At this time a sniper
cpened up on the bridge with & Schmelsser and
although his aim was bad 1t was most unpleasant.
The bridge was opened for traffic at 1800 hrs.

(aEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,
Docket V: Report No. 22, R.C.E.;
45/First Cdn Army/C/F, Docket II,
Vol 1, Report on Smcke Screens
Carried Qut by First Cdn Army,

p. 04)

Thus another route to the north was now available.

87. On the scuthern approaches to Zutphen 9 Cdn

Inf Bde had not been idle. The ersrly nhours of 5§ Apr had

found Nth N.S. Hichrs and "A" Sgn 27 Cdn Armd Regt still battling
hard fer the richt to enter Warnsveld (9694). After a rough

time spent in clearing the hospital area on the left, "A" Coy
held its ﬁround to allow "C" Coy tc¢ pass throuzh. On the right,
however, "B" Ccy could not get past the road junction east of

the hunting lodge (976949). Here the chlef cause of trouble

came from the woods between the twe axes; in these woods were



many well placed snipers who harassed every move the
Infantry made to press on. Soon after first light two
troops of croccdiles reported for duty and these were sent
forward, but as the flame-throwing monsters ed:ed thelr way
up the woods, they too ran into serious opposition. "B"

Coy was then ordered to switch to the south to assist the
supporting vehicles through. This was done at grievous cost,
one platoon officer being killed anl the company commander
wounded. A short delay followed while a reelacement officer
came up to take over. A fresh effort by "B" Coy cleared the
woods and once this was done, "B" Coy returned to the northern
axis. From there on the advance was totally successful;

two 20-mm pguns which had been pourin: & volume of shells
eastwards were speedily overrun by the flame-supported
thrust and "D" Coy was launched through alon; the main
northern route intc Warnsveld. At the same time "C" Coy
came in from the south from Bleshorst (973944). By 1830 .
hours 5 Apr Warnsveld was clear, Nth N.S. Highrs being in
firm control of the town with "C" Sgn 7 Cdn Recce Regt
settled on the northern flenk alon; the tramway. (W.Ds.,
HoQo 9 Cdn Inf Bﬂe, Nth N.S. Hif:hra, S hpr 45’ also 3 Cdn
Inf DignOps Log, & Apr 45, serials 10, 13, 19, 26, 28, 63,
80, 86

88. While the North Novas hail been blasting a
path intc Warnsveld, Brigadier Rockingham's other two
highlend units had conformed on the left and made minor

galns to ensure the complete enclosure of Zutphen from the
south-east. Ni.htfall saw the brigade in contact all across
the front after a day of sharp skirmishing and constant
patrols. A particular highlight was a sortie by "B" Coy

S.D. & G. Highrs which assaulted an enemy strong-pcint around
the hamlet of Brinke (965934) killing over thirty-four
Germans.™® (W.Ds., S.D. & G. Hizhrs, H.L.I. of C., 5 Apr 45).
Further to the south, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, apart from keeping a
watchful eye over its extended sector, had been busy formmlating
new plans. The brigade, presently under the guldance of Lt~
Cocl S.M. Lett, was glven the task of assaulting the fortress
of Zutphen. The attack was to be carried cut by N. Shore

R. and R. de Chaud. Q.0.K. of C. with under command "B"

Sgn 7 Cdn Recce Rezt, and elements of C.H. ¢of 0. (M.G.,) and

3 Cdn A.Tk Bty were to assume roesponsibility for the line
east of the Ijssel river from Doesbury to Bronkhorst. (W.D.,
H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde & units, 5 Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div, Ops
Loz, 6 Apr 45; serial 26; alsc 235C1.013 (D5) Ops 3 Cdn Inf
Div, Weekly Summary of Ops and Activities, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May 45)

% War Diary and cother sources inadequate. The Ops Log
explains the full story mcre clearly.

ax 3 Bn, 3 Para Trg Regt: 3 Para Rft Resrt (3 Cdn Inf Div
Intelligence Summaries, cp cit, Molio 33, ISUM No. 111,
6 Apr 45)
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THE START OF ThHE ASSAULT ON ZUTPHEN BY
8 AND 9 CDN IKF BDES, 6 APR 45%

89. The atteck. on Zutphen began at 0430 hours

6 Apr with N. Shore R. on the richt, R. de Chaud on the

left, golng through R. iipg Rif's positicns between the Nth
N.S. Hizhrs and the Twente Canal. K. de Chaud was able

tc make good prozress agalnst steady resistance but N.

Shore R. was literally stopped in its tracks by well-directed
crossfire. At 0900 hours the brisade comrmander decided that
the best thing to do was to reinforce the success achleved

so far by R. de Chaud and he ordered the New Brunswick unit
to pull back, swin., left and pass through the R. de Chaud's
right flank which now faced the moat cn the north-eastern
sector ¢f Zutphen. Accordingly at 1300 hours "A" and "C"
Coys N. Shore i, moved intu the new position. Bcth units
then settled tc consclidate the ground won and reorganize for
a fresh attack, (W.Ds., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, N. Shore R.,, 6
Apr 45; also AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V, Speclal
Report Nc. 29, 8 Cdn Inf Bdej; W.Dey G«S., H.Q. 2 Cin Corps,
Aprll 1945; Appx 1, Sitrep No. &80

90. On the southern approaches to Zutphen 9 Cdn
Inf Bde was also experiencing difficulty in closing in on
the town. There were still several mutually supporting
strong points toc be cleaned out but as the avera e operational
map will show, the numervus streams and rivulets west of the
line Oolerhoek (9693) - Warnsveld made any large organlzed
advence dangerously lmpractical. Brigadler Rockingham could
do little else besides harass the enemy's southern vutpost
defences leaving the reduction of the canal-bound fortress
to 8 Cdn Inf Bde. (W.Ds., HeQs 9 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

6 Apr 45)

91. The operations agalnst Zutphen on 6 Apr

were really cvershadowed by another smaller yet much

fiercer battle still further tc the south. Q.0.R. of C,,
left to contaln the 1line Doesburg - Bronkhcrst since the
previous day, had not been content tc sit 13dle, and on the
afterncon of 5 Apr launched a three-ccmpany attack towards
the river line. The attack commenced at 1600 hours (5 Apr).
"D" Coy, striking south from the villace of Emmer (9285)

to capture the farm at t'Huls Weerd (914857) north of Rha
(9185), cumpleted the task at 1700 hours without opposition
but under difficult conditions, having to advance on its
objective through a network of muddy and waterlogged trenches.
Neither "A" Coy, (which hsd the task of reaching Rha from the
east), nor "B" Coy (whose objective wes the hamlet of Pipelure
(9083)) had an easy time. A4t 1730 hours "B" Caoy was nearing
1ts objective when the two forward platoons were pinned down.
The situation deteriorated with the passing minutes, and
lacking the necessary heavier suppcrt the infantrymen could
not advance further. The reserve platocn had to be quickly
emplcyed to enable the other battered sub-units tc withdraw.
"A" Coy had an even rougher time, the leading platoon (No. 9)
used the water filled trenches tu reach the outskirts of Rha

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 3803 - Zutphen,
GeS.GeS. 4085’ HOlland, 1:50,000, Sheets
38 - Zutphen, 40 - arnhem, also Appx "E".



without much trouble, then the second platocn moved through
into the open towards the town while the last platoon

swung t¢ the right into the village. At this point the
enemy began pounding the riflemen from three sldes, then
counter-attacked vicisusly aend as one report puts it "a
nightmare battle began". (W.D., Q.0.R. of C., S5 ipr 45)

92. In the darknsess Canadian fought German hand

to hand and very soon the situation became hopeless agalnst
the enemy's numerical supericrity. 1In the dwindling light
from the burning houses, cur infantry retired eastwards again,
taking five of their woundeid with them, but they left five
dezad and slx others were unaccounted for. The hazardous trip
back tu Eekhoorn (9285) completed, "A" C.y, depleted and
weary, turned its area over to "C" Coy and moved back

into reserve for reorienization and rest. (WeDe, QeCsRo

of C., & Apr 45; alsc ngpx 52, uperation "PLUNLUER" Phase

I1, 5 & 6 Apr 45). all ocut" effort tu wreak venieance
took place the next day when the firc power of the entirc
battalion and its supporting arms was turned c¢cn Rha and the
nelzhbouring farms., (W.ls, 2.0eis of Co, 6 Apr 45; 3 Cdn
Inf Dig, Ops Log, 5 apr 45, serial 90, 6 4Lpr 45, serial 8,

7 CDN INF BDE SWINGS Tu THE NUKTH, 6 LPi 45™

93. A4S soon as 8 Cdn Inf Bde passed through to
attack Zutphen Maj-Gen R.H. Keefler ordered 7 Cdn Inf Bde

to build up 1ts strencth north of the Twente Canel and to
clear a divisicnal axis from Zutphen to Deventer (9207).

This advance beran at 0750 hours 6 apr, 1 C. Scot K., supported
by a squadron cf 27 Cdn armd Rert, led the way with a squadron
cf reconnaissance cars werkin. %0 the frent and on the rigzht
fl&nk. (H.D.’ H-Q,o 7 Cdn Inf 533, 6 .upr 45)- The Scottish
wers directed on Gorssel (9501), a small community scme five
thousand yards north of the recently completed bridge at
Eefde. The Reglnas were to follcw up keeping slightly tc the
west untill ordered to pass on to Epse (9404), while R. Wpg
Rif travelled up the line of the railway beyond Joppe (9702),
the immediate object bein; to position the brigade for the
coming assault cn bLeventer. (Ibid)

94. The lesding battallon made ;0.4 progress and
by 0840 hours "B"™ Coy (1 C. Scct R.) was at the road junction
s>uth of Gorssel, Lt-Col L.S. Henderson was then instructed
to teke advantage of the slackenling resistance ani nct to
stop in Gorssel but to press on to ths villa e of Epse about
twc and a helf miles further on. Upon receipt of this order,

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S., 2083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheets
3% - Zutphen, 27 - Hattem.
GISI GIS' 441‘1, Eastern HUlland, 1:25’000’
Sheets 3803 - Zutphen, 3703 - Bathmen;
also appx "E",



1l C. Scst R. proeceded northward, but left one company to
clear the wocd at Eester Loo (9300) on the left flasnk, where
‘some enemy had been reportei. At zbout this time R. Wpg RI1f
be<an to move alornyg the railway on the ri:ht. By 1230 hours,
as the Scottish pushed on t¢ Epse, He. Wpg Kif were past
Joppe and around the nighway and railroad junction cne thousand
yards to the north. Hegina Rif was now directed on Gorssel
and became responsible for moppling up the sector vacated by
1 C. Scot R. (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V; folio
17, Special Report No. 26, iperation "PLUNDER", prepared by
7 Cdn Inf Bde, Part II).

95. Luring the afterncon of 6 Apr Brigadier

Gibson's battalions were urged tc press on as fast as possible.
R. iipgz Rif were to cccupy the area of Uxe (9704), Regina

Rif were to swing over to the right flank and take over Joppe,
and 7 Cdn Recce Regt, of which twe squadrons were now operating
under Brigadier Gibson, was directed to send one north-east

of Uxe to Dorterhoek (0005). unce there the reccnnaissance

men must try to cross the Schlpbeek canal. The other
reconnalssance squadron was based at sorssel and had the

task of "swanning" about that place, clesring to the south-
west and north as far as Epse whatever of the enemy's troops
had been missed by the iInfantry units., (Ibid). Lt-Col L.R.
Fulton, D.S.C., had hls companies in the new area by 1600
hours, but not without a few casualties malnly caused by sniping
and morter flre. The Winnipeg positions at this time formed

a protective seml-clirecle just north of Oxe with three companies,
"D" on the left, "C" slichtly forward in the centre astride

the road and "B" on the right near Vesterbosch (9805). "A"

Coy was in (xe 1tself with battalion headquarters cccup

what had been the local gaol, (Ibid). 4s 2 matter cf interest
it was in that buildin; thst the "kiflemen™ were sgain

reminded of the devilish treatment which on special cccasions
the fanatical German was wont to mete out tc his unfortunate
prisoners; and to use the words of the unit Wer Dizry

A dlsmal sipght awaited us when some of the tps
discovered a brick firling bay. on this brick

wall was smattering of blood and flesh. The

earth at the base of the wall was extremely soft

and cne of the men was curious enough to start digging.
In a few minutes time the battered body of a middle-
aged man appearei. This was only part of the dismal
and gruesome sizht for after a few hours ten similar
bodies lay on the surface. The bodies were identified
the following day by & member of the Lutch
Underground., He told us that the Germen Gestapo

had held these pecple as priscners for they were
suspected to be members of the Dutch Underground.

We were alsc informed that when the Gestapo heard

that we were comin; they murdered their prisoners

and evacuated the camp.

(-ﬂoL., Re V’;pa Rif’ 6 'an' 45)

It was but another atrocity to be credited to the enemy for
future retribution.
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96. R. Wpg Rif 4id not linger lcng at Oxe;

the bridge across the Schipbeek north-west of the village

was demclished but not encugh to prevent the Ploneer platoon
from improvising a way for "O" Coy to get over to form a
perimeter at about 2100 hours., They were quickly followed first
by "B" Coy which passed through to consclidate on the right

then at 0300 hours the following morning by "A" and "C" Coys,
which went on to dig in along the east west track south of
Colmschate (9806). Thus by the morning of 7 apr, 7 Cdn Inf

Bde had R, Wpg Kif north cf the canal firmly holding their bridge-
head under heavy mortar fire, Reglna kif between them and

Joppe to the south flanked by a squadrcn of 7 Cdn Kecce Regt,
and 1 C. Scot R. on the left near Epse with another reconn-
alssance squadron along the southern lines of communication
based on Gorssel. (3 Cdn Inf Div OUps Log, 6 Apr 45, serial

93, 7 Agr 45, serial 3, 7 Cdn Inf Bde Special Report No.

26, Cp "PLUNDER", Part II). During the night 6/7 ipr the

staff at H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde completed a careful listing of
possible ailr support targets on the epprcvaches to Deventer

and on the west bank of the Ijssel River in that area. Thils
list was passed toc Ma]-Gen Keefler's Headquarters and, early

cn the morning of 7 Apr, the air contact car reported for duty,
As the narrative of the next few days action will show,

the air support, alded by perfect westher, was both considerable
and successful. (Ibid)

THE SITUATI.N .F 2 CUN C.RPS, 7 APR 45"

97. Lt-Gen Simonds' battle map at this time
presented a strange yet satisfying picture. It showed his
Corps stretched out across & long straggling front from Maj-
Gen Vokes' rapidly strengthening position at Meppen, westwards
to Coevorden then south through almelc to the north bank of

the Twente Canal west ¢f Lelden, whence the Canadians dominated
the canal as far wsst as Lochem. From there the front swung
north again thrcugh Exel'tol and Laren to Maj-Gen Matthews'
new bridgehend over the Schipbeek Cenal south-west of Holten.
The line of forward troops then edged westwards alons the
southern bank of the Schipbeek to the left flank as represenbed
by the Ijssel River. Aalonz this flank Maj-Gen Keefler's

men were threatening Leventer from the south, attacking Zutphen
from the north-east, east and south-east, and containin; the
enemy's last remnants east of the river down to Doesburg.

(AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/G, Trace No. 274, 7 apr 45)

98, The area south-west of Doesburg bounded by the
vude Ijssel on the ri:ht, the Ijssel River $o the front and
the Neder kijn on the left, and which included such places

as Loll, Didam, Zevenaar and Westervoort was ncow under Corps
control. A composite force made up of "A" Sogn 1 Cdn Armd C.
Regt and the dismounted 103 and 74 Btys of 6 Cdn A.Tk Regt

® Reference maps: G.S8.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheet N1 - Almelc.
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tock over the sector at 1830 hours 4 Lpr and was supplemented
by a troop of medium guns of 85 Fi Bty R.A. the next day.

The remainier of 1 Cdn armd C. Regt (R.C.D.) (under Lt-Gen
Simonds' direction since the 2 Apr) then went under command 2
Cdn Inf Tiv (5 apr) and proceeded to concentrate at Laren
(0600). (W.is., 1 Cdn srmd C. Re:t (K.Cels) 4 = G 4pr 45;
also appx 6B~"Map showlng dispositions", 4 - 6 Lpr 45;

6 Cdn A,Tk Rest, 4 - 6 Apr 45). Another unit introduced

into the current cperations was 2 Cdn Corps Lef Cocy (P.E.I.L.H.)
which took cver a portion of the front along the Twente Canal
on & Apr. The Prince Edward Islanders wesre glven the task
of holdinz ani patrolling from the road bridge (1097) near
Lochem eastwards tc the junction of the Twente ani Schipbeek
cenals (1500) after it had been reported that some of the
enemy's troops were attempting tc infiltrate. (4EF: 45/2

Cdn Corps/C/F, Locket I, Folioc 10, Summary of (ps, 1 = 7

Apr 45, p. 2, para 7)

PL&ANS UF 2 CUN CurP3, 7 APR 45™

99. Lt-Gen Simonds' intemtion for 7 Apr was for 4
Cdn Armd Jiv to retain its firm base in the triangle aAlmelo -
Borne = Delden while Brigadier Moncel secured a crossing over
the Ems at Meppen. Following thet, Maj-Gen Vokes! armour was
to leave a force to prctect the bridgehead and to thrust out
towards Sogel (8472)., 2 Cdn Inf Div was to complete 1ts
crossing of the Schipbeek Canal, capture Holten and explolt
eastwards with i1its reconnasissance rejiment to contact 4 Cdn
Armd Div's firm base. For a simllar explecitation in the
cpposite direction, Maj-Gen Matthews was given 1 Cdn Armd

C. Regt (R.Culs)e. 3 Cdn Inf Liv was tC press on to Leventer
with 7 Cdn Inf Bde and then to advance on Zwolle, while 8 and
9 Brigedes cleaned cut Zutphen and mopped up to the Ijssel
River south of that town. "A" Sgn of the Royal Canadian Lragoons
with 1ts two batteries of 6 Cdn L.Tk Regt would continue in
its present role, while alcng the Twente Canal bLetween the
bridgeheads of 2 Cdn Inf end 4 Cdn Armd Div, the Corps Lefence
Company (P.E.I.L.H.) supported by s detachment from & Cdn 4Armd
Regt besides 30 Fd Coy, Re«CesE., would establish its own
bridgehead with the objJect of erecting a class 40 bridge

nesr Goor (2104). (Wels, GeS., Hele 2 Cdn Corps, 4Lpril 1945,
Appx 5, Intention 2 Cdn Corps, 7 Apr 45)

100, Besides hlis normal array of strength Lt-Gen
Simonds also had hzad under command since 2 Apr 1 Cdn Inf Div,
which was commanded by Maj-Gen H.W. Foster. The "Red Patch
Devils" who had been concentrating west of the Rhine near
Cleve, were now ordsred to prepare for uperation "CANNUNSH.T",
the attack westwards across the Ijssel River, by moving their
leadling assault elements cver the Rhine into the area of Baak

% Reference maps: G.S.C.S. 4414, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets N1 - Almelo, N2 - Usnabruck, Ml -
Groningen, M2 - .ldenburg.



and Hummelo. (Ibid). Thus, for his forthcoming operations,
Lt-Gen Simonds was to have all three Canadlan infantry
divisions, 4 Cdn Armd Div, and, as the Army Commander had
informed Lt-Gen Simonds on 5 Apr, their old armoured partners,
1 Polish Armd Div. In addition he had 2 Cdn Armd Bde,

both the Canadian armoured car regiments, as well as 2 Cdn
A.G.R.A. He wouldﬁ however, only have control of 1 Cdn Inf

Div for Operation "CANNONSHOT". When the Ijssel had been
successfully crossed from thne east that formation would revert
to 1 Cdn Corps. The Poles were to be avallable on 7 Apr,

and there was a chance that a British Division, 5 Inf Div,
would join him on 15 Apr. (Ibid: also AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/
R/F, Docket II, Personal War Diery Notes, Brigadier N.E.
Rodger, C.B.E., 5 Apr 45)

THE ENEMY'S POSITION, 7 APR 45"

101, Even if the enemy had known the size of the
force which was asbout to be hurled against him, it does not
seem at sll likely that he would have withdrawn from
north-western Holland, His every actlon of the past few days
on our left flank and in some cases in the centre made clear
that he intended to stand on the banks of the Ijssel, resist-
ing stubbornly at Zutphen, Doesburg and in small pockets
between these two places. By contrast $so this dcgged defcnce
effort his organized resistance on the right had literally
collapsed, Now the only serlous obstacle to an Allied
advance further into north-western Germany lay in the Ems
River. 1In the centre also the German troops had begun to fall
back. (Ibidj First Cdn Army Intelligence Summary No. 280

6 Apr 45; 2 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summary No. 53, 6 Apr 35)

102, The importance of the lightning thrust northward
on the right flank cannot be overestimated, for it was the
cause of greatest confusion to the enemy, and even that
unpleasant but efflclient little man General Eugen Melndl,
Commanding 2 Para Corps, appears to have been vague as to

the course of events on his side. Later, when Gencral Meindl
was questioned, his interrogators explained that while he had
given much informatlion about the campalign up to April 1945,

he had done so by referring to a2 set of personal notes.

(Pirst Cdn Army Intelligence Summary, No. 280, 6 Apr 45). But
as the interrogating officers stated in their report:

From April 1 to April 11 he was apparently much

too busy to keep up this account. He only knew

that 1t was a period of complete confusion

in which each commander acted on his own initlative
without reference to higher authority. As far as he
knows there was no great strategical plan for the
withdrawal north to Germany. The only order he
received was the desperate and oft-repeated invocation
to ®Hold on at all costs".

% Reference maps: As for para 99,



The boundary between 88 Corps and 2 Para Corps

was roughly the Dutch border. With 6 Para
Division on the right flenk and 7 and 8 Parachute
Divisions taking over the rest of the corps front
to the Ems River, 2 Parachute Corps began 1ts slow
retreat. But a sharp armoured thrust early in
April resulted in the cepture of Almelo, Hengelo
and Nordhorn and split 2 Para Corps from its right
hand neighbour, 88 Corps. The speed of this attack
cut off 6 Parachute Division from 7 Parachute
Division. As a result 6 Parachute Division was
taken from under Meindl's command and placed

under 88 Corps. This latter Corps, a part of
Twenty-Fifth Army, was then ordered to retire
behind the Ijssel River and defend Eastern Holland
from attack.

(4LEF: 45/First Cdn Army/L/F,
Docket III, Speclal Interrogation
Report - General Eugen Meindl)

The armoured attack referred to by Meindl was the good job
done by Maj-Gen Vokes' 4 Cdn Armd Dlv after the ecrossing of
the Twente Canal.

103. The story 1s now taken up by Lt-Gen Hermann
Plocher, whose formidable 6 Para Dlv, after attempting to
hold the shore of the Rhine between Emmerich and Rees, had
suffered the unique fate of being chased out of Germany into
Holland. After this humilistion the first line he attempted
to held was from Terborg to Aalten, but this was broken by the
British and by 2 Cdn Inf Div, as we have seen. Having lost
contact with 8 Para Div, Plocher wlthdrew with an open left
flank. When the Twente Canal hed been crossed, the division
retired once more:

It was at this stage that Plocher recelved his
orders to swing his defence line back intc Holland.
He now understood his task to be a withdrawal

over the River Ijssel and the defence of the west
bank of that river. Establishing a bridgehead
posdtion at Deventer, and slowly falling back

in a northwesterly direction he carried out this
curlous tactical move. Once back to the Ijssel,
part of the division crossed over to the west bank
at Wijhe, while the balance of it toock up another
bridgehead position at Zwolle... Plocher attributes
his ability to carry out this rather complicated
manoceuvre tc the same slow end planned allied
tactics which had enabled him tc fell back in the
Reichswald. The tactics, he ssys, always followed
the same pattern. Pirst there was a reconnaissance,
then a tank attack, then infantry wldened the
penetration and then there was a consolidetion.

Each step took about three days and each time
Plocher was able to regroup and consolidate his front.

(Special Interrogation Report,
op cit, Lt-Gen Hermann Plocher)



104, Interrogation of prisoners at that time
indlcated that even the tough men in the ranks of the
parachute divisions were beginning to lose heart:

Morale: not very good, because they always have
to fight against armour and because they never
get their promised rest. PW explalned that where
they have to fight as infantry agseinst infantry
they usually "enjoy" this and fight on.

(W.D., Pirst Cdn Army G. Int
Files, 40-6-4/Int Vol 3: 6
Para Div, 1-1776, 071730 hrs)

Of another of Plocher's men the Interrogator reported:

PW was a typlcal example c¢f a former tough
paratrcoper who had had encugh. He was terrified
of our flamethrowers which had launched the

final attacks on his position.

(Ibid, Intrep Lt E.E.
Screnson 062200 hrs)

Nevertheless 1t was still expected that most of the
parachutists would fight tc the end, for in the Nazl way
of life there seemed to be no place for capitulation.

AIR SUPPORT, 2-7 APR 45

105. An important factor in the enemy's present
state of confusion could be attributed to the widespread air
effort in support of First Cdn Army. From the morning of

2 Apr up to 0930 hours 7 4Apr, 84 Group R.A.F. flew 961
sorties over General Crerar's Sector, mostly on Armed. .
Recomalesance in varying types of wezther which became
more unsettled during the last two days of the period

under review. The clalms of damage, however, were impressive.
A telephone exchange was destroyed near Utrecht on 2 ALpr;

so were many vehicles including locomotives and taenks., The
plan of destruction went on throughout 3 Apr, when "Meteor"
Jet fighters went into operations for the first time with
84 Group, and continued apace over the next three days with
falr success, There was hardly a sight of the Luftwaffe,
which until 5 Apr had seemingly been confinlng its attention
to the area of Kassel on the American front. On that day,
however, an increase in German air activity became noticeable
in 21 Army Group's sector. 83 Group R.A.F. ran into several
Luftwaffe sorties and destroyed several German fighters.
This switch in attention by the enemy to the Hanovsr -
Lingen area was probable proof of his sensitiveness to the
threat imposed to the crossing places over the River Weser
by Lt-Gen Dempsey's advance. (AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/L/F,
Docket I, 84 Group R.A.#. Intelligence Summuries Nos. 235,
239, 6 Apr 45)



SECOND 4RMY OPERATIONS, 4-7 APR 45"

106. The Weser was first reached by Lt=Gen E.H.
Barker'!s 8 Brlt Corps. On the extreme right, 6 aAlrborne
Division, advancing on the axis Osnabruck - Lubbecke (6012) -
Minden, got to the river on & 4Apr with orders toc bridge

the river elther at the historical town of Minden or at Peter-
shagen (8420) to the north., Meanwhile, 11 Brit Armd Div,

with instructions to protect the Corps' left flank on the

line of the Weser, had entered Stolzenau (9135) another

town on the same river. Here Maj-Gen G.P.B. Roberts proceeded
to quickly establish a bridgehead, using 1 Cdo Bde to
reinforce it. Events took a bad turn however at Stolzenau.
The enemy proved very sensltive to the British thrust and

the bridgehead was subjected to some of the heaviest shelling
and air attacks ever experienced. This, moreover, was the
penalty which 8 Corps had to accept for advancing far

beyond the limits which could be covered by our alr support.
The necessary landing grounds were still not avallable to us.
It was on account of this unforeseen air opposition which
wrecked the bridge-site, that the abandonment of the proposed
bridgehead by 11 Brit Armd Div resulted early on 7 apr. The
Commander of 8 Corps had little alternative but to order

the armoured formation to swing south and pass through

6 Airborne Division's bridgehecad at Petershagen. From there
Maj-Gen Roberts was directed to keep hils flank along the

Elbe - Weser Canal and strike cut for the River Leine between
Wunstorf (1527) and Neustadt (1736). (aEF: 45/Second aArmy/C/D,
Docket I: also First Cdn army, Liaison Officers' Reports,

op cit, 051530B, 071500B, G Ops Second army; First Cdn Army
Ops Log, 5 4pr; serials 53, 96, 122)

107. With 8 Brit Corps and the American Ninth

Army on the right thrusting deeper into the heart of Germany,
Lt-Gen Dempsey's centre formation, 12 Brlt Corps under Lt-Gen
Ritchie, which had 7 Armd Div on the risht, 52 (L.) Inf Div
in the centre and 53 (%.) Inf Div on the left had swung 1ts
eastern flank north from Osnabruck and s:nt the "Desert Rats"
through Halen and Bramsche (1623) to secure a bridge over the
Ems - Weser Canal early on S Apr. From there the Division
made hasty progress north-eastwards and by mid-day 6 Apr had
captured Diepholz (4346) and Wagenfeld (5840) by an armoured
thrust directed around the south of the Dummer Sea, whence
the spearheads swung north again to reach the banks of the
Weser near Hoya (9568) on the next day. (AEP: 45/Second
Army/C/D, Docket I). Behind the aArmd Div both 52 (L.) and

53 {W.) Div took over the newly won ground and followed

up. (Ibid)

108, On the left flank of Second Army Lt-Gen
Horrock's 30 Brit Corps, which had been advancing with
Gds armd Div on the right and 43 (W.) Inf Div on the left,

%X Reference maps: G.S8.G.S. 4414, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets M3 - Bremen, N3 - Minden, N4 -
Hanover, N2 - Osnabruck. Also appx "G".



(followed by 3 Brit Inf Div) had regrouped. Maj-Gen

Whistler's Div had taken over the left to clear the

town of Lingen (which stands at the junction of thec Ems

River with Dortmund - Ems Canal). The objective of 30

Brit Corps was the city of Bremen, and the plan was for 3 Brit
Inf Div to swing south after clearing Lingen to securse two
suitable bridges for the armour to use on 6 Apr. OUver these

the "Guards" were to plunge forth with 43 (W.) Inf Div on the
left, leaving Maj-Gen Whistler the task of covering the northern
flank next to the Canadians. (Ibld)

109. The assault across the Ems River opposite the
garrison town of Lingen had originally been timed for 2000
hours 3 apr, but just after the commanding officer of 2 K.S.L.I.
(185 Inf Bde) had given his orders for & boat-crossing south of
Lingen, the cheering message arrived from Gds armd Div to say
that they had seized a bridge intact over the Ems River three
miles to the north of the town and west of Altenlingen (6938).
The plan of attack was therefore changed, and at 0430 hours 4
Apr, after some hard marching 2 K.S.L.I. reached the bridge.
From here the attack went with clock-like precision. The
regiment advanced once more castwerds to the outskirts of
Altenlingen, the assesult boats were brought forward, and at
0530 hours the crossing of the Dortmund - Ems Canal was under
way. The slight resistance encountered made it clear that the
element of surprise hed been achleved. The enemy had been expect-
ing an assault further to the south and no doubt hs had been
influenced by the fact that the divislonal artillery had been
carrying out deceptive firing on targets south of Lingen. By
the time that the enemy realized his error, the assault hed
gained the required momentum and 2 Warwlick were pessed through
into Lingen itself fcllowed 1In turn, first, by 1 Norfolk later
%n th? day; then by 2 Lincolns of 9 Brit Inf Bde at 2000 hours.
Ibid).

110, A night and a full morning of the fiercest street-
fighting followed in which the British troops were enthusiastically
and effectively supported by Crocodiles. During the afternoon

of & Apr the enemy threw in his first counter-attack, supported
by more than half a2 dosen self-propelled guns, against 2 ¥arwick.
Four of the offending .uns zot into the town and caused much
trouble. However, by the greatest of combined effort the enemy's
attack was broken up and all four guns were captured. Flnally, 9
Brit Inf Bde arrived in full strength to establish itself in the
southern part of Lingen, followed by 8 Inf Bde which settled

down to cover the northern and north-gastern approaches to the
town, The flank between the Ems River and the Canal was taken
over by the divisional support battalion, 2 M.X. Thus, by 7

Apr, Lingen was secure, 550 prilsoners had been taken and & great
part of the enemy's garrison had been killed. The Guards Armd
and 43 (W.) Divs could now resume the advance eastwards to
Bersenbruck (1940) and Haselunne (8353). (Norman Scarfe,

Assault Division, p. 235-239; also First Cdn Army Liaison Officers
reports, op cit, 041600B; 051530B, 061600B; PFirst Cdn Army Ops
Log, 3 Apr 45, serial 165, 4 apr 45, serials 30, 37, 120, 125,

S Apr 45, serials 59, 115, 6 Apr 45, serial §)




PLANS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF S.A.S. TROOPS
28 MAR - 6 APR 45%

111, The present state of eonfusion among

the enemy's forces facing 21 Army Group was very soon to
be increased; and in a manner far from his liking. Daily
alr reconnaissance indicated that, behind the determined
rearguards and demolitions which were delaying the Canadian
advance northward, much enemy transport and many troeps
were starting to head for the east. The enemy had apparent=-
ly made up his mind to face up te our advance westwards
along the line of the Ijssel River, but it appeared that
he was withdrawing what elemonts he could spare frem
Northern Holland. His chosen action was being forced

upon him for he could not hope to survive long under

the pressure being applied by 2 Cdn Corps from the

souths Furthermore, he must pull out eastwards quickly
for, even after extracting himself from the corner under
pressure by the Canadians, he still had to travel fast

to escape the long tentacle of 30 Brit Corps reaching
towards Bremen at the mouth of the Weser River. The

nature of the country in Northern Holland lent 1tself

to defensive action; its many streams and rivers became
severe obstacles once the bridges were demolished and as
such were wont to cause considerable delay unless the
destruction of the bridges could be prevented and ths
defensive strong points shaken loose by attack from the
rear., (ABF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/F, Vol II, Docket III
folio 1A, Report by Briﬁadier J.M, Calvert, D.S.0., Comd
S.A.S. Tps, Operations "AMHERST", May 1945, Appx "A"
attached Appreciation by BriEadier J.M, Calvert, & Mar 45,
and attached, "Notes on the Bnemy in North-East Holland";
also First Cdn Armd Intclligence Summaries No. 276, 2 Apr 45,
Para "Intentions"; No. 279, 5 Apr 45, para "Intentions";
No. 280, 6 Apr 45, para "Intentions").

112. A plan to do this had been under consideration
since 28 Mar, when a proposal was made by 21 Army Group for
the use of Special Air Service trocps in north-east Holland.
Two dags later an outline plan of operation was approved by
the G.,0.C.-in-C., First Cdn 4Army, after discussion with
Brigadier J.M. Calvert, D,S.0., Commander S.A.S. Troops. ¥

X Reference maps: HOLLAND:; 1:50,000, Sheets 7 =
GRONINGEN, 12 - ASSEN, 17 - BEILEN,

HH Brigadier Calvert had the rare distinetion of having
a brigade named after him (77th Infantry Brigade
(Calvert's Brigade)). He commanded this formation
in the Chindit Division under Maj-Gen 0.C. Wingate,
D.S.0., in Burma, 1943-44,



These troops had four main tasks allotted to them -

(i) To cause maximum confusion in the area and
thus prevent the enemy from taking up
fixed positions,

(11) To try and prevent demolition of bridges
by destroying the demolition charges, in
order to hasten the advance of our ground
forces.

(1ii) To try and preserve Steenwijk airfield.
(iv) To raise the resistance in the area,

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/F,
Vol II, Docket III, Folio

3’ HIQ. NOQ 38 G’p R.A.F.’
Report on Operations "AMHERST"
and "KEYSTONE")

The plan actually divided itself into two distinct operations:

(1) Operation "AMHERST" which provided for
the dropping of Nos 2 and 3 Regiments
de Chasseurs Parachutisteg, with jeeps
under British command.

(11) Operation "KEYSTONE" which ¢ alled for the
dropping of No. 2 S.A.S. Regt with jeeps
preceded by 2 Jedburgh (Wireless) teams
to carry out reconnalssance,

(Ibid: folio Ia, Report by
Brigadier Calva;t, DeSe0s,
Comd S.A.S. Tps, Operation
A oy v 1945)

113, The area of operations for Operation

"AMHERST" was to be along the important axis Zwolle - Groningen,
while Operation "KEYSTONE" would be carried out above

ARNHEM and west of Apeldoorn. In the formert's area

there were listed two airfields (Steenwijk (9869) and

Leeuwarden (6815)) and eighteen road and railway bridges,

while in the latter area one airfield (Teuge (8406)) and

seven bridges were earmarked for attention, No. 38

Group R.A.F. was to be responsible for conveying the

parachutists and their cquipment to their correct zones

of operations, It was calculated that operation "AMHERST"

would go in on the night 6/7 Apr 45; "KEYSTONE™was to

follow two nights later, However, since everything

depended on the weather, their timincs were s ubject to

change, (Ibld: Folio 3, H.Q. 38 Gp R.A.F., Report on Operations:
Operation WAMHERST" May 1945)

114, Meanwhile the exodus of Germans continued
along the line south-west to north-east behind their
defence line, The enemy had little choice, however, other
than to move under the cover of darkness, for daylight
movement in these days of fast declining German air power
invariably invited quick annihilation by marauding Allied

= In 1 Cdn Corps' Ares,



aircraft, Now, with the scourge of S.A.S. Troops in
their midst, the encmy would find that cven the darkness
had lost its protective shroud. A ncw tecrror was about
to strike, this timc by night and out of the shadows
along the roads and tracks lcading cast to Gormany.

115, As cvents alrcady rclated have shown,
for manifold rcasons opcr tion "AMHERST" did not take
place on thc night 6/7 Apr. On the cvoning of & Apr a
mossage camc from Headquarters First Cdn Army to
Headquarters S.A.S. and Headquarters 38 Group R.A.F.
announcing the first postponment. This howcvor was
followed on the night 6/7 Apr by anothor morc heartoning
message stating that "AMHZRST would takc placc on tho
night 7/8 Apr. (Ibid)

OPERATIONS OF 3 CDN INF DIV, 7-11 APR 45

116, Early on 7 Apr, while the S.A.S. troops
awalted their signal to cmplanc, Lt-Gen Simonds' men
resumed the offensivec to the north and cast. On the

left flank 3 Cdn Inf Div was pressing toward Deventer

with R, Wpg Rif of 7 Cdn Inf Bdoj and girding itself for
the final coffort against Zutphen with 8 Cdn Inf Bde while
preparing to withdraw 9 Cdn Inf Bde for usc further to

tho north on the right of Brigadicr Gibson'!s formation.
(WeDse, HeQs. 7, 8, 9 Cdn Inf Bdos and Units, 7 Apr 45)
During the day while R. Wpg RAf strengthoned thoir
bridgehead over the Schipbeck Canal, Typhoons on 84 Group
R.A.F, softcned up tho approaches to Deventor with
considerable success. Regina Rif were now moved up to new
positions on the-right flank botween the Canal and main
road some 2500 yards wost of Derterhock (0005), They

now bccame rosponsible for Ma j-Gon Keeflor's right flank
contact, alrcady cstablished by 7 Cdn Roccc Regt, with

2 Cdn Inf Dive 1 C, Scot R. alsc moved closer to the canal,
After relief by "B" Sqn 7 Cdn Rocecc Rogt, the Scottish
concontrated south-west of Oxo with the object of beoing
cmployed to clear Bathmen (0060) should the divisional
axis bo swung over to pass through that placc, The day
was marked by hcavy mortar and gun firc against the leading
battalion, which took about 80+ prisonors. (W.D.,

H.,Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bdc and units and 7 Cdn Reccc Regt, 7

Apr 45)

117, The oxtension of the bridgchcad enabled
the engincers, who had so far becen subjocted*to heavy
fire, to oroct a bridge. This was donc during the night
7/8 Apr and the Roginas passod over 1t shortly aftor
midnight, Thoir task was to kecop to the right of the

R. Wpg Rif and clear tho woods cast of Colmschatc (9606),
Led by "A" Coy, thc Reginas werc soon on the objoctives
and in control of the road running through the woods,
From hore Lt-Col A,.S. Gregory was ordered to change
diroction again, this timc to the west. The Reoginas

wore now faced with tho task of sccurlng a firm basc
along the castorn bank of thc 2ijkenal dircctly cast of

® Referoncoe Meps: G.S.G.S. 4085, Holland, 1:50,000 °
Shects 27 - Hatten, 33 - Zutphen,
G.S.G.S. 4414, Eastern Hollaznd, 1:25,000
Shcets 3702 - Deventer, 3705 - Bathmen,
also Appx "E"



Doventore At the same time R. Wpg Rif wore instructod
to cstablish a company position on the loft flank at tho
railway junction (949071) about 1000 yards to tho wost.
This offort was succcssful and by 1445 hours tho company
held the railway junction and had thirtcon prisonors,
mostly from thce Flieger Horst Battalion. (W.D., H.Q.

7 Cdn Inf Bdc and Units, 8 Apr 45), By that timc Rogina
Rif's attack was undecrway, With a scrcoen of 7 Cdn Rccce
Rogt on thoir right flank and ably supportcd by
corcodilcs and tanks, the first two companics recached
tho Zijkanal at 1615 hours. Tho othor two companics
were not long in following, By 1700 hours, Regina Rif.
had complcted their task, thoy had takon 115 prisonors
and capturocd two "cighty-cights", onc intact, and two
20-mm cannons, both in good ofder, Thc cnemy was by no
moans subdued, howcver, at lcast at a distancc; his
mortars and guns put down torrific volumcs of firc
"bottling up thc arca to some dogrec". (Ibid) Later
that night an cngineccr's reconnaissance party appeared
at tho hcadquarters of the Reginas to determine the
possibility of crocting a bridge over tho Zijkanal that
night (Ibid)e.

118, The position of 7 Cdn Inf Bde was by
this timoc quitc favourablc, for during the aftcrnoon

1 C. Scot R. had entercd tho arca held by R, Wpg Rif.ﬁ
cut to the ocast, and at 2100 hours had advanccd with "A"
and "C" Coys. Progross was slow, for the wooded arca
provided idcal covor for the Gorman infantry manning his
woll=sited machino-guns. By midnight 8/9 Apr, howcver,
the two lcading sub-units were about onc-quartor

of the way to thecir objoctive, (the cast-west road above
Gooiormars (9707))e It was the brigadc commander!'s
intention to attack Deventcr by way of Schalkhaar (9409)
and in order to carry this plan out 1 C, Scot R, was
urged to press on to its objective along the Krodden
Dijk (9708 - 9908), Regina Rif was to get a company
across the canal as soon as possiblc to covoer the
bridging oporation, (Ibid: also 3 Cdn Inf Div Special
Report: No. 26 OP "PLUNDER", 7 Cdn Inf Bdo, as above)e

7 CDN INF EDE CLOSES IN ON DEVENTER, 9-10 APR 45%

119, The Reginas did not have an casy time in
getting a company over to the western bank of the Zijkanal,
but by 0700 hours 9 Apr, the job was accomplished,
Following this a furthor advancc in thc afternoon cxpanded
the Regina's holding from the bridge-sitc south to the
canal's junction with thc Douwcler Kolk (9507), a small
half-moon-shaped lake on thc left, 1 C. Scot R. was

also ablc to sccure its objective by 1100 hours but only
after a brisk fight., It had booen hoped to build a bridgo
at the original sito north-east of the Douweler Kolk
(9507), but snipers were so active in that area and mortar
Tire so hoavy that the plan had tc be changed, Instcad
the bridge would be crected at the junction (960088) of
the main road and tho canal on tho right flank of Regina

= Reforence maps: As for para 116, also Appx "E"



Rif, Roadjustmonts in disposition now took placc. Re
Wpg Rif, placcd onc company on the Roeginas! loft to provent
infiltration and thc Scottish werc dirccted wostwards to
sccure a lodgement over tho canal north of the Roeginas!
position, Additional strongth was lent to the brigade
by the arrival of Q.0.R. of C,, which camoc undor command
and after taking over from R. Wpg Rif, werc ordored to
oxploit 7 Cdn Inf Bdc's loft flank towards anothor
Eossiblo crossing place at Snippcling (945070). R. Wpg

if, rotired tomporarily to concentratec. (Ibid, and W.Ds.,
HaQo 7 Cdn. IntT Bdc and 'L‘Lni‘bs, Q.O.Rl of c., 9 Apr 45].

120, 1l C. Scot R. bogan crossing the canal
carly that ovoning, and aftor a hard struggle managod to
establish two of its companics on the other side, In

doing this, grecat usc was madec of the wreckage of the
bridge which, though it allowed fair passage for foot
soldiers, was under continuous mortar fire =-- not the

best of working conditions for the cnginccrs. Nevertheless,
the building of thé bridge commcnceds (WeDs, HeQe 7 Cdn
Inf Bde, 9 Apr 45), Mocanwhile R. Wpg Rif, relieved

Regina Rif in preperation for the "all-out" assault on
Deventer, (3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report No. 26, as above),
Midnight 9/10 Apr saw 1 C. Scot R. firm in their bridgchead
and under orders to journoy north-castwards to capture
Schalkhaar, a suburb of Deventer. The advance was resumed
at 0100 hours 10 Apr. Opposition was negligible and within
five hours the Scottish infantry was consolidating around
the main road junction west of Brinkgreve on the north-
oastern outskirts of Deventer. Brigadier Gibson was

~uick to take advantagc of the situation and he ordered

R. Wpg Rif,, who werc In the process of occupying their new
area, to move up their two rescrve companies over the bridge
to 1 C, Scot R's sector, thus thickening up our positions
around Schalkhaar (9409) prior to the coming attack (9409).
(Ibid and Vi,Ds., H,Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Apr 45),.
By that time Q.0.R. of C. had also made its bid to advance -
westwards, and at 0800 hours 10 Apr H.Q., 7 Cdn Inf Bdo
heard that the Queens Own's leading troops were almost at
Snippeling, but at a heavy cost to "A" Coy, which was
counter-attacked and had to be assisted into its allotted
area, (Ibid and Q.0.R. of C., 10 Apr 45)

121, All this time the northern and eastern
flanks had been watched over by "C" Sqn 7 Cdn Recce Regt
which was rcally doubling in duty since it had gone under
command 9 Cdn Inf Bde on 8 Apre These "reccemen" distine-
guished themselves particularly on 9 Apr when, besides
killing * 35 Germans and capturing a7 in
a sharp skirmish, they overran a V-2 site about two

miles north of Bathmen., The mass destructive weapons
base was in shambleés, however., The R.A.F. had been there
before the "Reece", (3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report, No,
20 Op "PLUNDER" 7 Cdn Rocce Regt, also V/eD., 7 Cdn .
Recco Regt 8~9 Apr 45) On 10 Apr the squadron crossed
the Z2ijkanal and, as onc¢ troop probed to the east to contact
thoe flanking formation, other patrols explored the area
north of Schalkhaar, It was herc that the enemy engaged
our troops heavily with mortar fire, causing both

the squadron commander and his sccond in command to
become casualties, "A" and "B" Sgns werc still in
position along the Ijssel river but eagerly awaiting the
order that would send them to join their comradece east of
Deventer. (Ibid)



122, Deventer had becn an awkward place to
approache The canals radiating from it crcated major

water obstacles, nomec of which were fordable, and, apart

from the Schipbeck Canal which is morc winding than usual,

our troops had becn forced to cross the Zijkanal, which

runs straight from the north-cast to join the circular

sluice south of the town, Dcventer itsolf was divided by
smaller canals and basins which made it a miniaturc Calais,

It could be weoll apprcciated that the defonders, thoso

tough parachutists of Lt-Gen Plocher's 6 Para Div, would selze
every opportunity of delaying our advence, (AEF: 45/First Cdn
Army/L/F, Docket I, Intelligecnce Surmaries Nos, 280, 281,

6=7 Apr 45). S

123, Success in the attack on Deventer was
essential, for the at;y%gof operation "CANNONSHOT" (the
assault across the Ijgsel by 1 Cdn Inf Div)® depended upon
the early capture of the town. Once Deventer was in our hands
Ma j-Gen Foster need have no further worry about his right
flanke (3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report: No. 26 as above)e
Throughout the morning of 10 Apr both 1 C, Scot R, and

R, Wpg Rif, sorted themsclves out in preparation and at 1230
hours the infantry moved forward, Simultaneously the divisional
guns, supplomented by the artillery resourccs of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
opened fire in support of the attack, (Ibid: also 3 Cdn Inf Div
Special Report, op cit No. 21), The batfalions advanced on
either side of the road Schalkhaar - Deventer, On the right

1 Cy Scot R, with "B" and "D" Coys forwerd pressed on with
great dash, On leaving the woods near Brinkgreve where the
unit had formed up, the troops supported by tanks from 27 Cdn
Armd Regt were confronted by a 500-yard strotch of open ground
intersected by an anti-tank ditch which skirted the castern
portion of the town, Morcover, cnemy machinc guns raked the
fields with well co-ordinated cross-fire, It had been planned
to wait for the obstacle to be breached before employing

the flame throwers, but onc company commander, Maj E.Gs
English, sensing the urgency of the situation, called for

them at this time, This proved to be the turning point,

for the opposition collapseds Oncc the ditch was crossed

the pace of the advance increased and, by 1500 hours, the
Scottish wore on their objective lining the railroad

track north of the station (9207) and around it, (W.Ds.p

HeQe 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 1 C. Scot R., 10 Apr 45),

124, . The "Winnipeg" had an equally rough time
in the first stage of the battle, as thec unit!s War Diary
explains:

veesA and C Coys were to be the two leading

coys into the towne 1230 hours arrived and in
went the two coys with tks and flame-throwers

in sp. The Germans werc waiting for no sooner
had the tps reached the open ground into the City

= See para 187 bto this report,



whoen all holl scemed to break loosce Our tps
were met with everything the Jerry had, Our
tks rectaliated, the Crocodiles swept the areca
with flame and the mortars and arty blanketed
the approach of the town, The rugged riflcmen
overran the Hun with cvery step and shortly
aftor the first assault almost 200 PWs were
ours, The tks and Crocodiles were halted by an
enoypous anti=tk ditch which surrounded the
citye Procious minutes were lost awalting a
bulldozer to fill in the ditch but the tps
dashed on, Finally the first buildings were
reached and the tough half of the battle was
won, Fresh and eager B and D Coys now entered
the fray. Once agailn the tks and flame-throwers
were at their side, Opposition was still met
and obstacles werc many but all this was ovore
come in a very fow hours,

(W.D., R, ng Rifo, 10
J’{pr 45).

125, By 1730 hours R, Wpg Rif were lining the
rallway south of the station and had well over 200
prisoners, Learning from patrols that tho path ahead was
clecar, Brigadior Gibson ordered his men to push on into the
main part of the town, (W.Ds,, H.Qes 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units,
10 Apr 453 3 Cdn Inf Div, Spcecial Roport No. 26 as above).
At midnight 10/11 Apr the greater part of Deventer was

ours, One item of the account however was still outstande
ing « tho cement works on the river at the south-western
corner of the town - and, to get at 1t, it was necessary

to cross the circular sluice into which the two main

canals flowed on route t° the Ijescl, This crossing was
carried out at Snippeling against light swall=arus.firo by
"C" Coy QeOelie of C., betwean 0001 hours and 0115 hours,

1l Apr was safely across, Elements of Regina Rif then
passed through at 0300 hours to capture the cement works,

By first light on 11 Apr Deventer was completely under the
control of 7 Cdn Inf Bde, (Ibid, also W,Ds., HeQs 7 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, Q.04R. of C., 10-11 Apr 45), Since noon 9 Apr
over 500 prisoners had fallen into Canadian hands in Deventer
alone, It became evident, after the flamethrowers went into
action, that the majority of the German garrison had had
enough, 8ome, however, attempted to escape westwards by
boats, but to no.avail, for 1 Cdn Inf Div'!s artillery, which
being in the area, , was at Maj~Gen Keeflert's disposal, put
several discouraging concentrations down on to the escape
route, thus devaluating greatly that means to exit from the
battle. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45).

126, The task of thoroughly securing the town
was now developed with the able assistance of a well
organized Dutch Resistance group. This work continued
throughout the morning as patrols scoured the entire

brigade area, R. Wpg Rif and 1 C, Scot R. were ordered

to patrol northwards astride the railway., Reglna R1f, who
had captured six 88=mm guns during their clearing operations,
covered the southern portion of the town and contacted 7 Cdn
Recce Regt, which was working from the south out of Epse (9404),



Needless to say the people of Deventer were overcome

with joy at their relief from the Nazi grasp, (W.D., H.Q,

7 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 Apr 45) But ovents elsewhere had taken

too important a turn towards final victory to allow all the
soldiers to spend much time among the pcople they had
liberated. Headquarters 3 Cdn Inf Div ordered Brigadier
Gibson to turn the town over to Q.0.R. of C, and to concentrate
to the north-west for a short roest, re-equipment and more
fighting. By last light 11 Apr the three rifle roegimonts
woere in thoir now areas, R. Wpg Rif at Vriecswljk (9411l) an
estate on the west side of the main road leading north from
Schalkhaar, Regina Rif were on the other side of the road
about 1500 yards to the east, and 1 C, Scot Re was astride the
road botween thom but slightly further north. Qe.04R. of Ce
was left to reap the victor's reward in Devonter. (WeDs., H.Q.
7 Cdn Inf and units, also Q.0.R. of C., 11 Apr 45),

7 Cdn Inf Bd~ was thus able to get its much needed rest, its
bivouac area having becn well combed by the roaming wvehicles
of "C" Sgn of the Reconnalssance Regiment, who by the evening
of 11 Apr were well ahcad to the north and on the left flank
(3 Can Inf Div Spocial Report, op cit, No. 21),

OPERATIONS OF 8 CDN INF BDE, 7-11 APR 45%

127, Left with the task of reducing Zutphen

8 Cdn Inf Bde had set about the job with considerable
enthusiasm and with good result, The assault on the

Cfortress started at 1300 hours 7 Apres On the right N. Shore

R, crossed the moat (between the Berkel stream and the

railway) at a point about 250 yards south-east of the _
railroad track, At 1530 hours, after making good progress,

ona company was roported consolidating south-cast of the tpaek
and ncar the pond (9495) which extends north from the Berkel
into the main part of Zutphen, From here a platoon was pushed
across the railway line towards the area of the gas works, but
to no advantage, for the enemy's lncreasingly heavy fire

drove 1t back. On the southern flank R. de Chaud experienced
similar difficulties in getting forward in a sector which,

as the map of Zu“phon will show, restricted manocuvre consider=
ably, The closc fight for frecedom of action went on 211l through °
the last helf o” the day and even by 2200 hours very little
galn had beon made, By this time the enemy had scemingly
mustered his defensive resources. Not only was his machine=
gun fire very deadly, his artillery fire and mortar fire from
the west bank of the Ijssel was alsc heavy., It was cvident
that bofore N, Shore R. could break out of the narrow corridor
(947955) formed by the pond and the railway track (and presently
held by "C" Company) some effort would have to be made west

of the track in order that "AW and "B" Coys could work out
towards the main river, (W,D., N, Shore R., 7 Apr 453 3 Cdn
Inf Div Ops Log, 7 Apr 45, Serials 4L, 52, 79)e

= Roference maps: as for para 116, Also Appx "E"
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128, A similar situation prevailed with R. de
Chaud, whose troops were committed to a stronuous programme

of house-clearing betweon tho pond and the Berkel Stream, The
only exits southwards from this arca lay over the small

bridge (952952) west of the water tower (953951), but

this was well covered by tho encmy. In order to pry

loose this opposition R. de Chaud sent "C" Coy through

N. Shore R's lines with the objcect of patrolling down the

west side of the pond (9495). (Ibid). North Shore R,
oventually succceded in gotting somc of its Wasps and "A" Coy
across the railway track, and by midnight 7/8 Apr the company
was firm west of the rallway linc,. (Ibid: Serials 79 and 80),
Meanwhile "C" Coy R. de Chaud was probing southward from the
North Shore's positions at the other ond of the pond (Ibid:)

129, During the night R, de Chaud's patrol
penetrated into the main section of the town meoeting

no opposition and Lt-Cocl G,0. Tascherecau quickly seized

the opportunity to exploit by ordering his remaining
companies forward., The process of senrching the lower

half of the town went on well into the next morning but

by 1100 hours R, de Chaud was in full controcl as far wost

as the Ijssel River and as for south as the "Y" shaped
(9494) canal joining the river and the tramway. (Ibid:

8 Apr 45, Serials 3, 10, 13, 22, 25, 34, 36)« N. Shore

R, also succeeded in its task, Its operations for the

day begnn at first 1light with "A" and "C" Coys leading,
supported by Crocodiles and some tanks of 27 Cdn Armd Regt,
All went well, the companies being leap~frogged through each
other until (at about 1300 hours) the northern part of
Zutphen was declared clear of cnomy., Patrols which were
dispatched north towards the Twonte Canal met no resistance,
(Ibid: serials 96, 102, 107; W.,D., N, Shorec R., 8 Apr 45),
Having completed its job, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was now given the
rosponsibility of holding the area of Zutphen, along the line
of the Ijssel river as far south as 1 Cdn Armd C, Regt's
holdings, (First Cdn Army Liaison Officcrs roports, cit,
081330B), On tho following day, howover, R, de Chaud was
withdrawn from Zutphen and placed in reserve at Warnsveld,
leaving N. Shore R, in sole possession of thc ancient town.
(W.D., Rs dc Chaud, 9 Amx 45)

THE HIGHLAND BRIGADE TURNS NORTH, 7-10 APR 45%

130, Having contributed greatly to the success
of our arms at Zutphen by compressing the south-eastern
defences for s everal days, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was given new

orders on J7 Apr, H.L.I. of C. and Nth N.S. Highrs

werc to be withdrawn from their present positions., The

North Novas moved away first at 1600 hours to a concentration
area in the woods (9699-9799) beyond tac railway east of

— - —
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Huize do Voorst (9796)s Later in the day, after thelr
reliof by "C" Coy C.H. of 0, (MG), HeLeI. of C. followed,
accompanied by onc squadron from 27 Cdn Armd Regt. SiDe
& Ge Highrs alone remasined on the outskirts of Zutphen,
where they continued to harass and box in the southorn
approaches by another scries of advances which carried
thom up tc the tremway running south on the left and
past the moated cstate (953942) into the south-eastorn
tip of the town on the right (W.D., H(Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde,

7 Apr 45), The brigade held these positions until mid-
day 8 Apr, At that time Nth N.S. H,ghrs and H.L.I. of C,
resumed their journey north to a forward assembly arca
around Dorterhook, from which Brigadier Rockingham
intended to_cross the Schipbcck canal south of Bathmen.
S«D. & G, Highrs jeincd the brigade there after handing
over thelr responsibilitics to elements cf Q.0.R. of C,
(‘?.D-, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bd.e and mits, 8 ﬁpl’ 45).

131, Once in thes new arca Nth N.S, Highrs
were given the orders for the croasinﬁ of the Schipbeek
Canal, The plan was tc assault with "C" Coy on the

loft of the main road and "D" Coy on the right, "D"

Coy was to seize the small wood five hundred yeards east
of the demolished bridge, cross thc obstacle and firm uwp
on the high ground just beyond the canal linec. "C" Coy
would cross at the bridge-site and togother with "D"
advance to capturce Bathmen, (Ibid)e The attack on the
right went in at 1445 hours, but the difficulties mcunted
with each passing minute, "D" Coy being completely pinned
down, Lt-Col D,¥, Forbes thon launched his left hand
effort, assisted by artillery, direct tank-fire support
and smoke laid across the front north of the canal by

the battalions mortars, "A"™ Coy was thon sent after

"C" Coy along the same axis, but with instructions to
swing east and clear out the cnomy holding up "D" Coy's
advance, At tho same time "B" Coy was ordered to follow
"Cc" and patrol the right flank, (Ibid). A stiff
struggle for mastery of the bridgehead followed, but

by 2300 hours Nth N,S. Highrs were consolidating their
objectives arcund Bathmeh and waiting for H.L.I. of C.

to come forward to sccure the brigade's left flank. (Ibid)

132, By midnight 8/9 Apr H.L.I. of C, had begun
to eross the canal and within threce hours the entire

unit was over, Further strength to the effort was scon
to be added, for at 0400 hours the engincors commenced
bridging operations which resulted in the structure

being completed by 0815 hours. (Ibid) The advance
continued throughout the morning against light resistance
and at 1550 hours S.D. & G, H ghrs followcd brigade
headquarters ascross tho bridgé, S.Ds & Ge. H,ghrs wore
not kept idle long: the "Glengorrians" were pushed
through H.L,I. of C, and by 1630 hour: held a circular
position astride the main rcad from Lettele (0009) in

the north to the high knoll (002092) 900 yards south of
the village. Extensive patrolling was carricd out but
1ittle sign of the enemy could be found. (Ibid)

During the night S.D. & G, H ghrs shifted its linc of
advance north-westwards and daylight on 10 Apr found the



regiment strung out procaricusly from Lettel to the region
of Daggenvoorde (9811). Mecanwhile H,L.I. of C, rcdisposed
its companies along the main road directly north of Bethwmen,
(WeDep, HeLoI. of Cs, 9 Apr 45)e The brigade's operaticns
were assisted further by "C" San 7 Cdn Recce Regt, whose
armoured car patrols provided a running stream of highly
valuable information from the flanks and from far ahead,
(WeDs, 7 Cdn Recce Regb, 8=10 Apr 45),

133, Events took a bright and unexpected turn
during the noxt twelve hours, when S.D, & G, H ghrs forced
their way across the Zijkanal, This enabled Nth

N.S, H ghrs to move westwards over the brige across the
Zijkanal at s point 2700 yards west of Lettele and

thence proceed ncrth to contact the Glengarrians,

This contact was made shortly after 1430 hours 10 Apr,
and Nth N,S. Highrs continued on up the west side of the
Z1 jkanal with .he object of taking the village of Wezepeo
(9615), Opposition was very moderate all thc way; the
companies were leap~frogged one through the cther, and by
last 1light the N,rth Nevas wore within 2500 yards of
their objective with elements of 7 Cdn Reccec Regt well
out to the front and flanks, Progress in the darkness
was extremely slocw but by 0500 hours 11 Apr the battaliocn
was prepering to take over Wezepe, (WeDs., H,Qe 9 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 10-1l1l Apr 45; alsc 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log 10 Apr 45, serials 55, 57, 643 11 Apr 45, serlals

4, 13, 18), Tho absence cf resistance to our advance in
this sector indiceoted that the enemy's line wos crumbling
fast, If this was the casc, then speed in following up
was vital, In their position west of the Zijkanal, all
three of Brigadicr Rockingham!s battalions waited for
fresh instructions which, as wc shall sce, would scnd

the brigade rolling cn, far past Zwolle and Meppel, to
Leeuwarden, (3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report - 9p cit,

Noe 32, Operation "PLUNDER" by 9 Cdn Inf Bde)e

# Note The operaticns of 3 Cdn Inf Div as described in paras
116 - 135 have also been checked with the following First Cdn
Army Sitreps and Ops Suumaries as contained in ALEPF: 45/First
Cdn Army/C/H, Docket III: March a2nd April 1945, Sitreps
and Ops Summaries,

Folio 70 Sitrep No. 516 072400B - 081200B
o e6g " 517 081200B - 082400B
NPT . T " 518 082400B - 091200B
e EY " 519 091200B - 092400B
L " 520 092400B - 101200B
S - . " 521 1012008 - 102400B
- oy " 522 102400B - 111200B



OPERATIONS OF 2 CDN INF DIV, 7-10 a4PR 45™

1354. Meanwhile the instructions 1ssued on 6 Apr

by Maj-Gen Matthews for the enlarzcement of the bridgehead

over the Schipbeck Canal had been acted upon with all pcssible
speed. At 0325 hours 7 Lpr the first company of S. Sask R,
crossed the Canal on the right of Camerons of C; the other
sub-units followed and at 0730 hours both battalions were
linked in contact. An hour later the engineers began bridging
the canal at the Cameront!s bridge-site north-east of the village
of Zuidloo (0304), and rafting cper:tions were started at
Wippert (0705) behind S. Sask R. (¥.Ds., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde
~and unlts, 7 aApr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 7 Apr 45, serlals
2418, 2420, 2422, 2426, 2428). During the morning Fus M.R.
were ferried over the canal with orders to expand eastwards,
but progress was slow due to mines and well directed small ams
fire. By 1930 hours however the Prench-Cansdians held a firm
line slightly forwaerd and to the right of S. Sask R. from a
point on the rosd 800 yards szbove Vrljbroeken (0806) eastwards
to FPort Jan (090065) thence t¢ the canal north of Bloemendsal
(092059). (2 CAn Inf Div Ops Log, 7 4pr 45, serials 2442,
2446, 2457, 2516). Having completed 1ts allotted task 6 Cdn
Inf Bde now held 1ts ground pending the capture of Holten
(1010) by 5 Cdn Inf Bde. (Ibid)

1358, Brigadler Megill's task was to capture Holten
and his plan called for a threc phasse attack. FPirst Calg
Highrs were to move across the bridge in S. Sask R's area as
"soon as it was completed, to teke up postions astride the main
road to Holten some 2000 yards ahsed of 6 Cdn Inf Bde's forward
positions. Once the Cal:aries were firm on their objsctive,

R. de Mals and R.H.C. were tc move thrcough. R. de Mals'! task
was to settle astride the road and railway lesding east from
the town while R.H.C. took the outskirts of the bullt-up portion
of Holten. In the second phase Calg Highrs was to go across
the railroad and into the small woods north of Bekken (0910),
lsaving R. de Mals to swing east tc the meln rail and roed
Junction. Aafter clearing the woods Celg Highrs would cover
enother 1000 yards to the high ground between the two roads
leading north from Holten. On the third and last phase R.H.C.
would pass tc the west of R. de Mais while that battalion
turned south to mop up the town and cccupy the scuth and
south-~eastern approuaches to it (Ibid: serial 2456)

136, The bridge at Wippert (0706) on the Schipbeek
Canal was ready for use at 0600 hours 8 Apr and the fighting
columns of 5 Cdn Inf Bde rolled over it into battle. On the
way acrcss Calg Highrs (having picked up its "B" Coy which
had been employed on 6 Cdn Inf Bde's left flank for the

past day) led off the attack with "C" and "D" Coys forward.
By 0900 hours Calg Highrs had the first cbjective and the
other twc battalicns passcd through to the line of the
rallroad and the western ocutskirts of the town without

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, Zastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 3704 - Holten, 3604 - Nijverdal, 3605 =- ﬁlmelo,
3504 - Lemelerveld, 3404 - Ommen.

G.S5.G.S. 40835, Hulland, 1:50,000, Sheet 28 =~ i4lmelo, 22 -
Coevorden, alsc Appx "E".



interference. Calg Highrs then passed un and sent "4"

and "B" Coys on to the high ground, which the artillery =nd
the heavy mcrtars of Tor ScotR{M.G.) had been pounding.
Behind the westerners, the third phase began without much
trouble, and by 2000 hours house clearing operations in
Hclten were under wa¥e (W.D., H.Qes 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

8 Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 8 apr 45, serials 2563,
2578, 2624, 2632, 2664, 2666, 2669). 1t ncw remailned for 4
Cdn Inf Bde t> pass through with the Reconnasilssance Regiment,
in preparation for which task, Brigadicr Csbeldu had his form-
ation concentrated halfway between the bridge in S. Sask

R's area and Laren. (Ibid: 2623, alsoc W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn

Inf Bie and units, 8 Apr 45) -

137. Desplte the fact tnat the main battle was
well ehead, 6 Cdn Inf Bde had nct remained totally idle.
During the past day Fus M.R. had patrolled eestwards tc find
Markelo (1404) clesr, S. Sask R. had swung to the ncrth-west
flanking 5 Cdn Inf Bde to counsolidate the high ground north
of Pleriksmars (0509), while Camerons of C. cleared the woods

bordering the Oude Schipbeek stream to their front and patrclled

westwards to contact 9 Cdn Inf Bde in the region of Bathmen.
(W.Ds., H.y. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, & Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log, 8 Apr 45, serials 2637, 2643, 2644, 2653, 2654, 2663,
2879, 2889). The intention for 9 Apr was to push 8 Cdn Recce
Rezt out elong twc axes shead of two moblle cclumns of 4 Cdn
Inf Bde with the object of cutting the road Raalte (0022) -
Nijverdal (1319). Brigadier Allard's battaelions would regroup
anl be prepared to clear the wooded areas north of Holten. &
Cin Inf Bde was to remain bechind to sweep slong the axis
Holten = Markelo and to contact 1 Pul Armd Div, which had

just made 1ts appeerance on the battlefield. In adiltion to
these plans 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (less the two squadrons
presently employed by 2 Cdn Corps and 3 Cdn Inf Div along the
Ijssel river further toc the scuth-west was to commence 1ts
long range patrol programme along the axls Raalte = Zwclle.
(Ibid: serial 2870)

138. The bright sunny morning of 9 Apr saw 4 Cdn
Inf Bde's battle groups crocss the Schipbeek Canal and pass
intc concentration. They <4id not have long to wait. A4t

0800 hours G.0.C. 2 Cdn Inf Div .ave the "go aheed" signal to
Brigadier Cabeldu and half an hour later, as word camc from

8 Cdn Recce Regt that it had "bumped" the enemy some two miles
ahead near Nleuwhsten (0514), both columns crossed the start-
line - Essex Scot - . going throuih S. Sask R. and R.H.L.I.
through 5 C3n Inf Bde north of Holten. (#.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 9 Apr 45). Progress varied, slower cn the
left than the right, but resistance was not heavy. By midday
R.E.L.I., after spending some time clearing the woods south-
gast of Niesuwheten (0514), had begun to break away, and the
brigade commander ordered Lt-Col arrel to drive on as fast

as possible, by-passing &ll opposition. R.H.L.I, pressed onj;
R. Regt C. was brought forward to curl up around Nileuwheten
in order to provide a pivotin; base for the brigade. To

the west Essex Scot . was then :;iven orders to disengage

and swing east to fcllow R.H.L.I. (Ibid). The advance continued

egeinst scattered resistance, many prisuners were collected
and shortly after dark R.H.L.I. was consolidated north-east



of Haarle (0718). Essex Scut :. had travelled fast to cut
the road Raalte - Nijverlal and the rallway, and R. Regt

C. had also swerved eastwards to firm up on the south-western
side of the wooded helipghts of Haarler Berg (0917 - 0918).
(Ibid)

1359, In the meantime & and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes had been
equally busy. Early that day Brigadier Megill had put hils
three battalicns to work; R.H.C., pushed ovut to the scuth of
Holten to sweep the wosds borderin: the road Holten - Murkelo,
3imultanecusly Calz Highrs drove north t> clear the cover
north of Holten, while R. Jde M=zls supported by "4" Sgn 10

Cdn Armd Regt thrust ecst towards Rijssen (1713). (W.Ds., H.Q.
5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Cdn armd Rect, 9 Apr 45). The
capture of Rijssen proved no prcblem; R. de Mals sailed intc
the town and were firm there by 1600 hours. Lt-Ccl J. Blbssu
was then instructed to take his unit cn to the smell industrial
town of Nijverdal. After an uneventful journey the town

was entered without interferenc: and the PFrench-Canadien infantry-
men consollidated. By that time R.H.C., having ccmpleted 1ts
allotted task in the wocds, had moved up to settle in Rijsasen.
Cal: H1 _hrs remained at Holten. (%.D., HeQ. S5 Cdn Inf Div

and unlts, 9 ipr 45)

140, Part of the 6 Cdn Inf Bde's criginel intention
had been to f-ollow up 4 Bde and clear the msny small pockets
of enemy it hud by-passed; pending 2 sultable time tc do this,
Brigadier Allard's battalions were ordered tov pruceed to a
forward concentration area, mopping up en route. Thus to Rus
M.R. fell the task of clearinz the forest lands of the Holter
Berg (0914). Lt-Col J.a. Dextraze disptached his carrier
platoon to do thls and mounted his rifle companies on T.C.Vs.
to follow up. The tbjective, centring on the spot-heignt
((10111637) (75.3 metres)) at the northern end cf the
helghts, was occupied by last light with the capture of
twenty-four prisoners. (W.D., Fus d.R., 9 Apr 45)., Nelther
of the other units in 6 Bde had much tv do. During the early
evening of 9 Apr Cameruns of C. moved to concentrate north

of Nieuwheten before relieving Essex Scot +. of 4 Bde, while
S. Sask K. alsc ccncentrated in the wo:ods between Holten and
Nieuwheten to await developments. (W.Ds., S. Sask R.,
Camerons of C., 9 Apr 45)

141, In the early hours of 10 apr,® Cesmercns of C.
to k over the Essex Scot pcsitions west of Nijverdal; this
allowed Lt-Col Pangman's men to explelt further north, and by
0600 hours the Essex were firm on the Hellendoornsche feature
(1024 - 1025) south-west of Hellendoorn (1222). A4t the same
time R. Rezt C. moved up t2 the northernmost part of the
feature, which on vccupzation was discovered to be cone of the
largest "V" weapon launching sites ever seen. The third unit,
R.H.L.I., remained near Haarlec (0718) and patrollcd northward

® See ALppx "F".
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beyond the road Rsalte - Nijverdal. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde and units; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 10 Apr 45, serials 3102,
3108, 3109, 3116, 3149). Meanwhile on the right 5 Cdn Inf
Bde had carried out s most successful advance. In qulck crder
R.H.C. passed through R. de Mals at 0700 hours, entered
Hellendoorn, and reached the Overijsselsch Canal west of
Hankate (1227). Here the Black Watch did not waste time;
Lt-Col S.W. Thompson, D.8.0., M.C., passed threec rifle companies
over the rubble of the demolished bridge and wan t on to take
the village of Lemele (1029). Behind R.H.C., while Dutch
civilians were crganized to operate a light ferry service

for the battalion's heavier weapons and the englneers
prepared to erect a class 40 bridgse over the canal, Calg
Highrs advanced to conéentrate south of the obstacle and west
of the main road to Hankate (1227) (W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, 10 Apr 45).

142. Assisted by members of the Dutch underground,
the engineers began work on the bridse at Hankate (1227),
guaranteeing to have the supporting tanks of 10 Cdn Armd
Regt over within a few hours. Whlle this work progressed,
the Black Viatch pressed on to the next barrier, the Regze
River, a tributary of the Vecht, "B" Coy led the way up the
main road but on arrival at the river found the bridge
(1033) in the usual state of demolition. While the carrier
platocn probed the wooded areas of achterveld (0735 - 0835)
on the left, "B" Coy scrambled across thne river at the
bridge-site, and was soon jolned by the cther sub-units which
crossed by a footbridie situated east of the road and
carelessly overlooked by the German demclition parties. 1In
addltion, ancther undamaged bridie was found south-east of
Archem (1131), makinz it possible for the battalion's vehicles
and the forward elements of 8 Cdn Recce Regt to move up.
Brizadier Megill then ordered R. de Mals to get on from
Nijverdal, and directed Calg Hizhrs tc follow the route used
by the Black Watch's vehlicles. By 1840 hours Calg Highrs
were consolidating in the village of Bestmen (1134) and R.
de Mais to_k over the task of securin: the right flank,
establishing itself about Eerde (1233). (W.Ds., H.Q. b Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 10 Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 10 Apr
45, serials 3223, 3251, 3279, 3286, 3294). The remarkable
progress made by 5 Cdn Inf Bde was brought to a halt as the
day ended however, for the enemy decided to defend Ommen
(1036), at least for a time. "C" Coy R.H.C. was heavily
engaged by small arms fire on the spprcach to the reilway
line south of Ommen, and the brigade commander, fully
eppreciating the defensive value of the ground shead, the
danger of extended lines of communication, and the bridging
difficultlies as well as the fact that the objective shead
of him called for a set-plece attack halted for the night.
?iiig?ree battalions therefore held their ground and patrolled.
2%

143. While & Cdn Inf Bde had been carrying out its
spectacular advance towards Ommen, 4 Bde had sent R.H.L.I. and
Essex Scot forward at 1400 hours with the object of seizing
the high ground north of the Overijsselsch Canal and left of
the main road Lemele - Ommen. This advance was quite unevent-
ful. By 1900 hours both R.H.L.I. and Essex Scot were firm

in thelr allottcd areas and R. Regt C. had come up to settle
west of (end around) Lemele astride 5 Cdn Inf Bde's line of
communications which was alsc the main divisional axis,



(W.D.y, HeQ. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Apr 453 2 Cdn Inf
Div Ops Log, 10 Apr 45, serlals 3228, 3231, 3238, 3239, 3242,
3247). 6 Cdn Inf Bde, hevinz completed the clearing of its
areas, had stcod by all day awalting fresh instructions.
(WeDe, E«Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45).

144, h¢ 2100 hours 10 Apr Maj-Gen Matthews issued
his plans for the next day's work. 2 Cdn Inf Div was to
continue the pressure on Ommen with 5 and 4 Cdn Inf Bdes.,

6 Bde weas tc form 1tself into a battle group and start off on
a long journey around the richt flank through the arca
through which 1 Pel armd Div was advancing to the north. The
brigade concentration was toc be made at Gramsvergen (2846),
whence a thrust was to be launched westwards by Camerons of
C. led by a squadron of 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R.C.D.) to
establish a firm base at Balkbrug (0946), the object being

to cut off the enemy facing 4 ani & Cdn Inf Bdes. S. Sesk R,
was to follow up and position itsel® south of Balkbrug with
the task of dealing with Ommen from the rear. FRus M.R. were
to setile on the firm base prepared to support either S.

Sask R. or drive norti to Groningen. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops

Log, 10 aApr 45, serial 3299). Just before midnight 10/11
Apr, Brigadlier allard's brigade group sterted to roll and,
whatever course events might take, 6 Cdn Inf Bde's part
appeared sureof having significant consequence. (W.D.,

H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45)

145, To the men of the reconnalssance and armoured
car reglments the pa:zt few days had been days of fulfilment.
A8 the enemny lcosened up shesd of our infantry, so the
opportunity had arisen to ply their trade "according to the
book™., This was speciclly the case with Canada's senicr cavalry
regiment, The Koyal Canadian Dragoons (1 Cdn armd C. Regt),
which had long been bursting with eagerness to do a real
"armoured car job". In Italy this regiment had fought in
many stranze roles, a necessary yet bltter experience for men
who had been trained for the classic cavalry task - the mad
dash into the enemy's territory to nelghten the confusion

of the break-thraugh. f the prospects which arcse when the
unit went under Lt-Gen Simond's commend, the regimental
historian wrote with great enthusiasm:

It was felt that now cr never The Royal Canadian
Dragoons would establisn thelr reputation as the
truly great Regiment they kmew themselves to be

and tc a man the Regiment hoped and prayed that

here at last after the bitter memories of the Liri,
Gothic Line, Marrechia, Savic and all the other
rivers and canals where they had fought and crossed,
the golden opportunity of a proper armoured car role
would present itself. Subsequent events proved

that such indeed was tc be the case...

(The Royal Canadlan Dragoons,
1939-45, p. 156)

146, For the Dragoons therefore 9 apr was an

historic day. OUn thut day, the regiment went into its first
real action in north-west Europe. Leaving "A" Sgn in a

holding role east of Doesburg, "C" and "D" Sgns flung themselves



into the fifty-mile squere which had been a paratrocp training
ground of the German Air Forceé. Here lurked many remnants

of the once proud parachute formstions, and during the first
day the Dragoons made their presence felt. By nightfall
Okenbroek )0312) had been passed, the villa_.e of Heten (0116)
was within small srms ranie and 91 prisoners had been taken.
These prisnners came from an uss rtuent of ra;ldily deteriorating
parachute, enzineer, flak and training units at present

under command of 88 Corps: ¢n the following day exploltation
commenced along the route Raalts - Zwolle, with "B" and "C"
Sgn up. Raalte was tapped and contained from the east and

by midnight 10/11 Apr the armoured cars were maintalning

a flank screen to ths south-west of 2 Cdn Inf Div from

the railway north of Haarle (0718) past Luttenberg (0623)

to Lemelerveld (0428). (#.De, 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt, 9 - 10

Apr 45; First Cdn Army Int Summsries Nos 2837, 9 Apr 453

284, 10 Apr 45)

147. 8 Cdn Recce Regt, commanded by Lt-Col B.M. Alway,
had likewlse been operd ing widely dispersed and well to the
fore, yet always’ very closely co-ordinated with the movements
of the mailn thrust. O0Onc¢ squadron worked the left flank in
contact with 1 Cdn Armd C. Re: t, while a second squadron,
besldes spcarheading the advancing infantry, covered the

right flank, where contact was later established with 1 Pol
Armd Div. By the evening of 10 Apr the "reccemen" were
roaming freely, and it appeared that a complete collapse of
the enemy's line was imminent. As 1f to encourage this belief,
the squadrons were issued with fresh maps that night. The
sequence of the maps alone was enough to convey a thrilling
message, for they covered many miles to the north, straight
through to the sea. (W.D., 8 Cdn Recce Rogt, 9-10 ipr 45;

2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 9 Apr 45, serials 2909, 2916, 2929,
2983, 3015, 3027, 2040, 3086; 10 Apr 45, serlals 35131, 3143,
3171, 3183, 3219, 3221, 3222, 3225, 5263, 3264)%

148, However, with the attacking forces situated

as they were at this time, i1t provided an item of speculation
as to who might reach the coast first, for by this time 4 Cdn
arm@ Div had crossed the Ems River at Meppen and was now

some sixty miles to the north-east. (WW.D., G.S., H.Qs, 4 Cdn
Armd Div, 10-11 Apr 45)

~ THE CRUSSING OF THE EMS RIVER 5Y 4 CoN aiill oIV,
7-1C APR 40

149, The crossing of a water obstacle is never the
choicest of operstions. Even under favourable conditiocns of

% War Diary sources are not adequate. It 1s necessary to
follow this Operations Log to .et the full pilcture of
Reconnalssance Operations.

xx Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Eurcpe, 1:100,000,
Sheets L1 - Emden, L2 - Wilhelmshaven,
Ml - Groningen, M2 - Oldenburg, N1 - Almelo,
N2 - Osnabruck.
GeS.GeS. 4414, Western Germany, Shests 3309
Meppen, 3209 - Haren, 3210 - K1, Berssen,
5109 - Lathen, 3110 - Tahn, 3111 - Sogsl,
3112 - Werlte, also Appx "D".



ground, weather, and amcunt of resistance, the task involves
careful preparation to mest the cocuntless difficulties

which invarliably arise¢. The attack by 4 Cdn Armd Bde across
the Ems River proved to be no exception, On the morning of
7 Apr Brigadier Moncel set about the clsarance of the western
half of Meppen with A. & S.H. of C. in order to secure the
left bank of the River. Opposition at first was not hesavy,
but as the Argyles closed up tc the river the enemy on the
east bank became very actlve and engazcd our trocps with
20-mm gun fire. During the afterncun, however, the Germans
recclved some extremely hezavy punishment as thirty-two
Typhoons asppeared (at 1430 hours) and, although the aircraft
ran into a pood deal of light antl-alrcruft fire, each dived
repeatedly to rocket and strafe th. offending pcsiticns.
(:ﬁoDS-’ H-Qo 4 Cdn Armd Bde, he & S.H. of C-, 7 Apr 45)

150. Whille these activitlies progressed an even
rougher treatment of the enemy was being planned a2t divisicnal
headquarters. There Brigadier Moncel recelved from Maj-Gen
Vokes the orders for the brigade to assasult across the Ems

at Meppen, and then breask out and advance along a new centre
line Meppen - So.el (8571) - PFriescythe (0692) - Oldenburg.
(ieDe, HeQs 4 Cin Armd Bdey 7 Apr 45). The ar;yles were tc
secure the bridgehead. The battaelion plen was tc attack c¢n

a front cf two companles, supgcrted by the fire of srtillery
and tanks. (W.D., Ao & S.H. Oof C., 7 Apr 45). ihen the
bridgenead hud been established, Lzke Sup R. (Mot) would

lead the brizade throurh, followed by the Linc & Welld R.
embussed, then Brigade neadquarters (protected by a squadron
of armoured cars), 12 Cdn Lt B amb, 22 and 21 Cdn 4rmd Regts,
and 23 Cdn R Regt (S.P.). (%.De, H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 8

Apr 45). The decisicn to advance to the east instead of to
the north made a cumplete regrouping necessery. The full welght
of the Canadian armour was to be flung acrcss the Ems into the
North German plain., The Ccevorden sector was to change hands
and become another firm base for the advance of 1 Pcl Armd
Div. The Poles were at the timc councentratin: further to the
south-west near Goor. (Ibid).

151. The forthcoming attack was obviously gcing

tu demand spsedy exscutlon in the initlal stage and heavy
support in its exploitaticn. It therefore became most
inperative that all available forces be marshsalled clese

at hand t° reinforce the first siins of success. To facllitate
the re-rouping, a Belgian S..a.S. Regiment had been placed

under Maj-Gen Vokes' command, He now used 1t, supported by a
battery of & Cdn i4.Tk Regt, tc take over the armoured brigade's
positions at C._evorden, thus freeing those elements of 4. &
S.H. of C. and Lake Sup R. (Mot) which had been hulding that
area. There were many staff and technical problems to be
settled before the plan of Cperations eould be put into effect, and
the units had to be ccocneentrated and made ready for battle,

The movement along the centre line which passed thr.ugh the
hamlets of Neuenhaus (4733) - Esche (4738) Gr.” Ringe (4544) -
Twist (5449) - Ruhle (6752) - to hastily seleccted concentration
arees, without the advantage of previous reconnaissance, was
made more difficult by the state of the roads. The brigade's

% Gr. (Gross or Grosse) i.e., Great.



armoured column (in order 21, 22, 28 Cdn armd Regts) began

to> move up at 1500 hours and the srmour rolled slowly north-
ward without mishap until carly evening, but by that time the
weipht of traffic (represented by 21 Cdn Armd Rejt leading the
column and the Bngineer and Service Corps lorries full of
bridging egquipment) had severely dama.ed the rcads. This was
unfortunate, especially for Lake Sup R. (Mot) which, having
been previously sluated to traill the column int> Meppen, was
suddenly crdered tu leave its area at Emlichheim (4046)

and mcve east to relieve A. & S.H. of C. (presently suppcrted
by "a" Sqn 28 Cdn Armd Regt). The argyles were to be pulled
back to prepare fur the attack acruss the river. (W.Ds., H.Q.
4 Cdn Inf Bde and units and 4. & S.H. cf C., 7 apr 45)

152, The C.0., Lake Sup R. (Mot), Lt=-Col R.i. Keene,
led his men about half way to Meppen, where the battal.on was
forced tc stop. The brigade diarist explained the situation
in these words:

++« The ccbble stone rd which suffcered heavily
from the passage of the first armd regt and the

hy bridging lcrries finelly at about 2000 hrs gave
up the ghost completely and the cobble stones
disappeared into the peat bsg and in places the rd
ceased to exist. Mov came to a cumplete halt and
sur position was not enviable.

The Lake Sup R (Mot) were required uriently in the
area MEPPEN end i1t was of importance that they
should et thr-ough. Finally e diversion previously
used by the 4. & S.H. ¢f C. and one coy of the Lake
Sup R. (Mot) was cleared .f some suspected bazcoka
oppusition and in complete darkness cver sandy trails
and a class nine br thc Lake Sup R, (Mot) finally
worked themselves into the osutskirts of MEPPEN.

(#.D., H.Qe. 4 Cdn Armd Bde.,
7 Apr 45)

Meppen was reached at about 0400 hours 8 Apr; once there "B"
and "C" Coys relieved A. & S.H. of C. while "A" Coy firmed up
at K1. Fullen (6554) with elements of 18 Cdn Armd C., Regt.
(W.D.j} Lake Sup R. (Mot), 7 Apr 45) '

153, By far the most strenucus task of the moment
was that of gettin: the remainin; armour and Linc & Welld R.
forward. As the Brigede diary explains further,

This still left half of the 22 Cdn Armd Regt, all of
the 28 Cdn armd Regt, all of the Linc & Welld R. ard
all of the Echs stranded along the rd which for all

practical purposes had ceased to exist.

(4.De, Ho 3. 4 Cdn 4rmd Bde.,
7 Apr 45)

Under these adverse cunditicns the dispositions of 4 CAn Armd
Bdc at midnicht 7/8 Lpr werc somewhat scattered. However

by 0600 hours 7 Apr the situation showed marked improvement,
although part of the armour was still not in the position
required for the coming attack. Forward in Meppen itself were
"B" and "C" Coys of the motor battaelion supported by "4" Sgn
28 Cdn Armd Re;it. Preparing for the asszult in K1l. Fullen



were A. & S.H. of C. together with "A" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot)
and elements of 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt. The remainder of the
brizade was more dispersed according to the pecullar conditions
of terraln in that area. 21 Cdn armd Rezt was concentrated

on the north-western outskirts of the woods north of Meppen,
while the Grenadiers were situsted north of Gr. Fullen (6556).
The last three squadrons of 28 Cdn armd Re t were still far
back around the hamlet of Twist where the rozds had become
impassable to the heavy Shermans. FParther back stlll along

the road from Neuenhaus Linc & welld R. (mow under Brigadier
Moncel's command) was also delaycd by the condition of the
route, and 1t was to be some hours before this regiment reached
its concentration area outside Meppen. (%.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd
Bde and units, Linc & Welld R. and A. & S.H. of C., 7-8

Apr 45, ALEF: 45/4 Cdn Armd Div/C/H, Docket I: Ops Log, 7

Apr 45, serials 73, 87; 8 Apr 45, serials 1, 3, 9). In
immediate support of the brigadec was 23 Cdn Fd Rest (S.P.)
which had moved up to the region of Ruhle (6652) where it
deployed its suns and awalted tae time of asssult. (%W.D.,

154. As the tall of the armour extricated itself

from the peat bogs west of Meppen, A. & S.H. of C. had
completed preparations for their assault. The boats were
ready. "C" and "A" Coys were to lead the way across the

river on the left and right respectively; "C" Coy was to secure
the left flank from the river to the railway about Altmepperhof
(9656); "A" Coy was to scize the area of the crossroads
(703558). On the successful completion of this phase, "D"

Coy would pass through "C" on the left to consolidate astride
the road s uth of 4n der Radde (7056), wnile "B" Coy would
swing south from "4A" Coy's holding to the built-up position

of Meppen north of An der Hutte (7055). Thereafter "A" Coy

was to go through "B", cross the footbridge over the Dortmund -
Ems canal just south of its Y-shaped junction (7056) with the
Ems River, and swing in to capture the southern end of the
town, (.UA'..D., he & S.H. of Cl, 7 Apl" 45)

155. Despite some delay caused by one company which
lost 1ts way, the arsyles succeeded in crossing the small

river at 0600 hours 8 Apr. Thersafter the operation progressed
rapidly, strictly accordinz to tne plan, and luckily without
casualties. By 0700 hours the two leading companies were
established on the east side and two hours later the whole
battallon was on the way to its final objectives, all of which
were secured without difficulty or casualties and cleared by
mid-afternoon (Ibid). In the words of the divisional diarist:

Opposition broke quickly and clearing proceeded

with 1ittle difficulty. PW provided the answer

to this aslmost bloodless crossing. NO reputable

unit was avallable to def the town. Two days ago,
Lt-Col Schieber, who comd the recruiting depot

in the dist, was deputized to assemble a force from
such stragglcrs as he could lay hand to. The result,
one weak Bn which compounded some 2 Cm guns of 276
Flak Bn, could NOT be sald to constitute a formidable
force.

(¥.D», G:8., H.7, 4 Can Lrmd Div,
8 Apr 45)



Three 20-mm guns had been knocked out and 47 yrisoners.
captured so far. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, and
A. & S,H. of C., 8 Apr 45)., With the consolidation of lieppen
well under way, the engineers of 9 Cdn Fd Sgn with a troop
of 8 Cdn Fd Sqn and 40 odd ploneers worked on the construction
of a bridge. This project commenced at about 1130 hours and
the 215-foot length of Balley pontoon bridge was opened to
traffic shortly after 1930 hours, much earlier than had been
expected. It was now time for the main body of the armoured
brigade to cross the EZms River and break out to the north,
Brigadier Moncel planned to have Luke Sup R. (Mot) lead

off to feel out the route towards Sogel (8571) by following
the road and raillway eastwards. from Meppen to the crossroads
south of ILohe (7857). At that point Lt-Col Keane's men were
to turn north, followed by an armoured column. (Ibid).

156, Since early that morning Lake Sup R. (Mot) had
been busy. At 0700 hours "A" Coy had journeyed nortn to

Haren (6666), where another demolished bridge littered the
river banks, and here a short skirmishn which resulted in two
casualties took place. Shortly after noon however this company
was brought back to Meppen, where orders were given for the
continuation of the advance. The motor battalion was to follow
the road Lohe (7857) - Kl. Berssen (8163) - Sogel (8571) with
"B" Coy leading. By this time an energetic platoon of the
Superiors had ferried itself across the river and was already
probing the eastern exits from Meppen. (Ibid). West of the
river, the brigade column had formed up and was walting for the
signal to cross and begin its advance. The order of march
called for Linc & Welld R. (embussed) to follow Lake Sup R.
(Mot), followed in turn by Brigade Headquarters (and the

units shown in para 150). 28 Cdn Armd Regt was to remain in
Meppen to go eventually under command 10 Cdn Inf Bde, when

that formation should reach the east bank of the Ems Rilver.
(WeDss, He3. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units; and Linc & Welld R.,

8 Apr 45)

157. At 2030 hours the main body of Lake Sup R. (Mot)
crossed the river and started out towards Kl. Berssen. It

met resistance on the route, whereupon the 0fficer Commanding
asked permission to switch the weight of hls attack along
another more northerly route through Lathen (7174) and Tinnen
(7267). (W.D., H.2. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and Lake Sup R. (Mot), 8
and 9 Apr 45). The brigade commander quickly consented to this
change in plan, for he had been instructed to break out with
all possible speed. Thls declsion was well justified. A
break-through was effected and the motor battalion made
excellent progress, At 0315 hours 9 Apr Linc & Welld Regt
crossed the bridge in the weke of the Lake Superiors. The
brigade war diary describes the events which followed thusi=

At first 1t the tall of the Linc & Welld Regt was

just clearing the obstacle and Bde H.Q. was to follow.
The Coy of Lake Sup R. (Mot) working along the old

CL hed been withdrawn and it was decided to push B
Sgn of 18 Cdn Armd Car Regt out along that axils

and inf sp was arranged for them through the A &

S H of C.



From 2 staff standpoint there then followed one of

the most satlisfactory operations imaginable. Comns
were excellent. An adequate supply of LOs was
availlable end 1t was relatlively easy to effect changes
in the course of the battle and to exercise control.
By 0645 hrs lcading clements of the Leke Sup R.

(Mot) were clearing the town of Lathen and immediately
on the completion of thils they had orders to push
NORTH towards the KUSTEN KANAAL and east towards
SOGEL.

(W.D., H.Qs 4 Cdn Armd Bde,
9 4pr 45).

To Lt-Col Keane's "B" and "C" Coys, Lathen yilelded sbout

1C0 - prisoners, all very surprised at the sudded appesarance
of our troops. A further short, sharp attack on the reilway
station on the north side of the town by "4" Coy resulted

in the capture of -89 more prisoners. (W.D., Lcke Sup
R. (Mot), 9 Apr 45)

158. North of the Lathen station the enemy engeged
our troops heavily and no further advance was possiblée in that
direction, but to the east the Superiors carried everything
before them. Sogel was cleared by "C" Coy, which pushed on to
Werpeloh (8475) then to the edge of Borger (8679), where

again the enemy reacted with considersble violence and forced
the Canadlian infantry to withdraw slightly. By this time Linc
& Welld R. had taken over temporary duty in Lathen and the
rest of Lt-Col Keane's battalion was firmed up around Sogel
with elements of 22 Cdn Armd Regt. "B" Sgn 18 Cdn .rmd C.
Regt, which had remeined on the origlnsl centre line (see

para 156) to tap the opposition, had also found the going
anything but easy, and it too was forced to explore other
side-routes in order to get ahezd. Ably assisted by a small
force of 4. & S.H. of C., the sarmoured cars managed to gzain
ground slowly and at 1300 hours had contacted the 30 Brit
Corps! left flank formation (43 (W.) Inf Div) south of Lohe.
At this stage, however, the infanfry returned to Meppen,
leaving the armoured cars to continue alone. (W.Ds., HeQ. 4
Cdn armd Bde & units; 4. & S.H. of C., Linc & Welld R., 18

Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Apr 45)

159, The momentum of the advance was kept up, and by
evening 4 Cdn Armd Bde nad taken places twenty-five miles away
from the starting point which it had left eizhteen hours before.
(W.D., HeQ. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 apr 45). As the leading troops
made ground, Brigadier Moncel had brought forward more of

his men and by last light held a strong fortress-like position
covering the Ems bridgehead. Sogel was held by 21 Cdn Armd
Regt, together with the Linc & Welld Regt and a company of the
motor battalion. Another motor company held Werpeloh, to which
they had retired after being driven back from Borger (two miles
to the north) by bazooka and small-arms fire. Far on the left
"A" Coy had resumed its advance north along the railway through
Beckusen (7382). Lathen on the Ems was garrisoned by the re-
mainder of 22 Cdn Armd Rezt, and the Argyles were still
concentrating at Meppen. (4LEF: 45/First Cdn army/C/H, Docket
l: Ops Log, 9 4pr 45, and W.D., G.S., 2 Cdn Coys, h4pril 1945,
Appx 3, Ops Log, 10 ipr 45, serial 7). In addition, the
armoured car squadron which had been approachinz Sogel from



the south, had, in spite of road blocks, mines and craters,
reached Sogel to report the existence of a good class 40
bridge south of the town. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn asrmd Bde, 9 Apr
43)

160, Inspired by the rapid progress of the first

few hours, Brigadler Moncel contemplated pressini on to Werlte
(9672), Lorup (9380) and Breddenvurg (9184), but it was
apparent that his trocps were much too tired; orders were
therefore given to halt the advance and dig in while artillery
harassing fire tasks were laid on to soften up the enemy's
positions ahezd. (Ibid). After a gulet night, at 0600 hours
10 apr Linc & #Aelld R. commenced the move towards Vierlte against
moderate opposition and by 0945 hours Lt-Col .. Coleman had
his men (less the company gerrisoning Sogel) deployed outside
the village ready to assault. "B" Coy led the way but was

soon pinned down and "." Coy was committed to carry out a right
hook. Opposition was still neavy, but by 1335 hours the three
companies of Linc & Welld R. had cleared the southern half of
the village. Fresh instructions were then received to the
effect that Linc & Welld R. was not to go beyond Werlte,

for at this particular stage neither of the routes from Sogel

to .erlte nor from Sogel to lierpeloh (8475) wae secure. (Ibid).

161. Evidence of the enemy's determination was
plentiful; already that morning Sogel had been counter-attacked
by memb rs of 31 Para Bn who fell upon the garrison (comprising
elements of Linc & Welld R., Leke Sup R. (Mot), 8 Cdn Fd Sqn
and 12 Cdn Fd amb), causing numerous casualties. It was only
after en all out effort by these units that the place was
clear. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn armd Bde & units, 12 Cdn Fd
ambulence, 8 Cdn Fd Sqn, 10 4pr 45). To the medical men, espec=-
ially, it was by far the most exciting event in thelr unit's
history, as thelr diary shows

They |the enemf] pressed an attack of approx 30 men

right down the street on which we were situated.

Our men hed to teke up arms. Some of the enemy

were killed within 10 yds of the ADS entrance.

Naturally a great deal of excitement ensued.  After

about one hour a troop of tanks arrived who blasted

houses from which enemy were snipinz. W.en the

attackers were finally wiped out we realized that we

hed been holding a smell portion of the front. If

we had not taken up arms we would have been shot

up end the enemy would have galned access to the

main street of the town. We had 5 of our personnel

wounded, one seriously. Personnel of an Engineer

and an RCaSC unit who had peen over-run in the early

dawn werc killed or wounded. &ll ranks of the unit

did wvery well. 4iDS personnel continued working

even with small crms fire coming through the windows,

S.Bs. were working under direct fire. Twc were

wounded.

(W.D., 12 Cdn Fd Amb,
11 Apr 45)



162, In order to prevent any further local
interference with our plans, it was decilded to firm up A
along the two axes, Sogel - Tierlte and Sogel - lierpeloh.

To assist in this task, two companies of 4. & S.H. of C.
besan the journey eastwards from Meppen in Kangaroos. At

the same tine 22 Cdn ~rmd Regt occupied Oostenwalde (8971),
where the tanks awalted preparatory to the continuation of
the advance on Lorup (9381). The brigade's position was
strengthened further by the arrivel of "A" Coy Lake Sup R.
(Mot), which had been operaeting far on the left flank

(area Lathen - Beckusen). During the afternoon "B" Sgn

of the armoured car Regiment probed the open right flank

and at 1700 hours an argyle company reported to each of 21
and 22 Cdn irmd Regts. (w.Ds., H.3. 4 Cdn Lrmd Bde and
units, A. & S.H. of C., 10 4pr 45). Ahead of 4 Cdn Armd

Bde and all across the present front 84 Gp R.A.F. took full
advantage of the good weather, With 72 fighter bombers aided
by another ten in a tactical reconnaissance role, the group
blasted away freely at every sign of enemy movement in the
peth of the advance. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Apr 45)

136, During the night 10/11 Apr the two armoured
ragiments used their guns to great effect on the woods in

the triangle Sogel - lierlte - Lorup and on the villsges

and farms nearby, and when dawn came the brigade was ready

to resume its advance on Borger. Other immediate tasks were
the clearance of the woods within the triangle by Lake Sup

R. (Mot) and the mopping up of VWerlte by Linc & Welld R.

By 0830 hours all three operations were under way, the capture
af Borger being allotted to 21 Cdn armd Regt. (Ibid)

164. While the armoured brigade was scoring conspicuous
success in its dash to the north-east, 10 Cdn Inf Bde head

carried o its private war with the stubborn garrison of

Wierden., Supported by the guns of 15 Cdn Fd Regt, Alq R. head
fought a series of engagements with the stubborn defenders

from 5 Apr on, without teking the place. This sore of enemy
resistance was a constant menace to the main rcute north over

the Twente Canal west of Delden, and many vehicles were shot

up and their drivers killed or wounded when they were meny miles
behind the "front":

Because of infiltration east of the subsidliary canal
and the enemy fire directed at the arec west of
Delden, the main supply route which crossed the
Twente Canal just west of this town was actually

in the front line. L. of C. trefiic which poured
over the bridge throughout the night was frequently
sniped at and occasionally mortared or shelled.

The down ruute through Delden was not well marked
end from time to time vehiclss instead of turning
west along the Goor road until stopped by fire at
the subsidiary cansl. Short of this canal was a
graveyard of vehicles which had been shot up by the
enemy from the west bank.

(R.4A. Spencer, History of the
Canadian Field Regiment, p. 243)

®x Reference mep: G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheect
28 - Almelo., also Appx "D".



165. This unhappy situation along our lines of
communication only ended when Alq R. patrols worked their
way into the village on 9 apr, to find 1t empty. Thils easy
entry, however, was no zgauge of what had gone before.

Several well supported attempts had been made by the
Algonquins, some with serious loss. Only the day before

a strong infantry patrol nad penetrated as far as the church
in Wierden but had been driven back by heavy small arms and
20-mm fire. The first cue for a general loosening up of
resistance on this lengthy flank came late on 8 apr, when

29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt entered Goor at the base of the flank
west of Delden. Here clvlilians reported a hasty exodus by
the enemy towards the ncrth. The enemy had evidently only
held Wierden as long as 1t acted as a covering position for
his withdrawal; when the strong point had served its purpose,
the Germans litersally vanished, and quick contact was made
with 2 Cdn Inf Div at Rijssen (1713), thus solidifying the
front. (WcDS., Hu:},o 10 Cdn Inf Bde & nlq Ro, 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt, 8-9 Apr 45; %.D., G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div,
April 1945, Appx 8l: Ops Log serial 43; 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log,
9 Apr 45, serisls 25 and 36). 10 Cdn Inf Bde, though at
present consisting only of the Algonquins and 29 Cdn Armd -
Recce Regt, was now available to move to the north-east to
Meppen with the rest of the division. (Ibid)

166. With the end of the German resistance at
Wierden, the Shermans of 28 Cdn armd Recce Regt, the guns of
15 Cdn R4 Regt, and the T.C.Vs. carrying the Algonquins rolled
away to the north-east. The new role of the brigade necessitated
soms regrouping. 4. & S.H. of C. rcturned once mors under
commend, and edditional armour was zdded by placing 28 Cdn
Armd Regt under command of the infantry brigade. WeDs, G.8,.,
H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, entry 9 and 10 April 1945, and Appx 26
and 27). The task set for 10 Cdn Inf Bde was to relieve the
squadron of 22 Cdn Armd Regt and the motor company in Lathen,
"then proceed on and capture in succession, Papenburg and
Leer", The armoured reconnaissance unit and 4. & S.H. of C.
were to remain at Meppen pending developments. (W.Ds., 10 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 9 Apr 45, W.D., G.S., H.Qs 4 Cdn armd Div,
April 1945, Appx 81l: Ops Loz, 9 Apr 45, serilal 80)

167, A8 has been noted, "i" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot)
had first felt its way north from Lathen along the a2xis of the
road and railway against fair cpposition. This had decreased,
and when Alq R. and elements of 28 Cdn Armd Regt (under Lt-Col
R.A. Bradburn) tock over the responsibility on the left flank,
it was with the intention of croussing the Kusten Canal ir that
area., But when the troops reached the obstacle, the bridges were
found to be demolished and well covered by small arms fire
from the north bank. Reconnzissance of the pcssible crossing
sites continued until shortly after noon, when Maj-Gen Vokes
ordered Brigadier Jefferson to turn over his present positions
to 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt and to reconoltre in force to the east
towards Neuborger (8184), Borgerwald (8586) and Breddenburg,
By 1800 hours the Algonquins' vanguard company, supported by
tanks of 28 Cdn armd Rest, reported the community of Neuborger
clear. (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, alq R., 28 Cdn Armd Regt,
10 4pr 45). There follow.d the dispatch of a second company-
squadron group to Borgerwald which was also found unoccupled
at 0400 hours 1l Apr. From Borgerwald patrols were to be sent
south to Borger i1tself, where it was hoped that 10 Cdn Inf Bde



and Brigadier Moncel'!s formation would make contact. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 10 Cin Inf Bde and units, 10-11 ipr 45). Maj-Gen Vokes!
intention was to> press his asdvance on t- the new main ocbjective,
Oldenburg, alon; the axis PFriesoythe - Bad Zwischenahn, by
capturing Lindern (0373), Vrees (0377) and Lorup as quickly

as possible. (First Cdn Army Liaison Offrs Reports op cit,
101600). The tasks of capturin: Leer and Papenbur; had been
passed to 1 Pol Armc Div, (Ibid)

1 POL ~RMD DIV ENTERS THE BATTLE, 8-1l1 APR 45®

168. By the morning of 11 Apr the situation on the
extended flank of 4 Cdn Armd Div had undergone a considerable
chenze, for 1 Pol Armd Div had been fully committed on 10 Apr,
with orders to advance north on the axls Coevorden - Emmen =
Nieuwe Schasns (6409). The Poles were tc bulld a class 40
bridge at Haren (6666) (north of Meppen) and drive all out

for Leer (8118) and Papenburg (7798), the origzinal objectives
of 4 Cdn Armd Div. (Ibid, Maj-Gen .iaczek's famous filghters
hed first appeared on the scene on 8 4ipr, when the division
bezan 1ts concentration in 2 Cdn Corps' area, taking over fthe
line of the Twente Canal opposite Goor (2104) from a detachment
of 6 Cdn Armd Regt. On 9 Apr the Poles, then fully concentrated
around the region of Goor - Borculo (1691), sent their motor
battalion to Coevorden, where the S.i..S. Regiment holdins that
area came under commaeni, The task allotted to the division at
that time was for 1 Pol Inf Bn Gp to advance north from the
Twente and contact 2 Cdn Inf Div at Rijssen, while 8 Pol Inf
Bn Gp moved up on the left tc contact 4 Cdn Armd Div's 10

Cdn Inf Bde at «#lerden, the capture and security of both these
places being in hi:h priority if still held by the enemy.

9 Pol Inf Bn was %o re.aln in Goor and the Polish Armour was
to concentrate near Karkelo. as we have already noted, the
capture of trnese places by the Polish troops proved to be
unnecessary, (see paras 137 - 138 to this report) and the
division pressed on to the ncrth. (Pirst Cdn Army Ops Log,

9 Apr 45, serials 90, 91, 106, 108)

169. wnile the main body of the division moved up,
the Polish motor battalion (with the S.4i.3.) maintained contact
north of Coevorden and carried out & rapld dash to the north-
west which resulted in the bridge over the small canal south
of Oosterhesselen (3162) being seized intact. Throughout

the early morning of 10 Apr the Polish armour and infantry
crept steadily forwerd and by midiay, as 8 Pol Inf Bn headed
north to cccupy Hardenberg, 9 Pol Inf Bn took over left flank
protection from "D" Sqn 18 Cdn armd C. Rezt toc hold the line
Den Ham (1530) - Daarle (1827) - Hooge-Hexel (2023) - Het Loo
(2119). At the same time 10 Pol nrad Recce Regt wes advancing
north-west asiride the road Coeverden - Dalen (3356) - Wezup
(3168) - Westerbork (2473), while the motor battalion pushed
north-east to capture another gocd bridse at Holsloot (3759).
(Ibids 10 4Lipr, serials 21, 31, 44, 53)

170. During the afterncon of 10 Apr the pace of the
operation increased and by nizhtfall the Pol Armd Recce Regt
had swept forward to the area of Westervork with strong

% Reference maps: G.3.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets N1 - ilmelo, M1l - Groningen, M2 -
Oldenburg, alsc appx "D",



reconnaissance forces on cither side of the main axis. On

the eastern flank, the motor battalion had reached the Oranje
Caral west of Emmen (4466). But more significent than the
ground gained was the fact that contact was made with the hard
pressed men of the S.A.3. who had been harassing the enemy's
rear areas for the last twe days. (Ibid: serials 100, 103, 132,
133, 160; =z1s: 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 10 apr 45, serials 28, 34,
50, €1). Progress continued durin; the night 10/11 Apr;

cn the rizht Emmen was entered ani work commenced on reinforeing
the bridges -ver the Oranje Canal so that Maj-Gen Maczek's main
effort to the north-east might be launched. (Ibids: 11 Apr 45,
serial 11)

18 CDN ARMD C. REGT OPERATIONS, 7-11 aPR 45%

171. Mention :iias already besn made 2f the rellef of
some of the S.A.S. trocps by the Poles, but they were not

the only cnes whc contected the red-bereted skymen. Originally
the task of 18 Cdn urmd C. Rest had been to provide left-flank
cover for Maj-Gen Vokes' push towards Leer, but, with the change
of axis for the armoured division, the prospective arrival of
the Poles and the dropping of S.a.S. troops in the north, the
plan for the armcured cars was drastically zltered. By 11

Apr only "B" 3qn remained with 4 Cdn iZrmd Div, the remainder

of the unit having reverted to under command 2 Cdn Corps. Up
to 6 Apr these three squadrons had been employed alcng the

then extendea left flank of Maj-Gen Vokes' formation, but on
that day "a" Sgn was directed toc work towards Meppel out of
Coevorden while "C" and "D" Sgns watched the western apprcaches
tC the Overijsselsch Canal, the east to west grid line 28
being set as tne dividing line of responsibility. These
operations of "C" and np i Sqns continuzd with good result
until 9/10 iLpr, when the Polisn infantry t..k over and Lt=Cocl
P.C.R. Black's entire effort was snifted tc the north, where
"A" Sgn had been roaming far end wide from Lutten (2146) past
Balkbrug (0845) towards Meppel (995€). 4t that time "D" Sgn
took up its position at De iljk (0154), with the task of cutting
the main roads lesading north-east from Meppel, and "C" Sgn
applied 1tself to the job of watching the approcaches to the
south along the Belkbrug (0845) - @ramsbergen (2647) road. It
was during its operatiuns along the road Meppel-assen (2189)
that "D" San contacted a sroup of S.u..3. troops, who needless
to say were deli_hted to be among friends again. Meanwhile "A"
Sgn had turned scuth-west to feel out tne routes from Mepsel
to Zwolle. The number of priscners taken during these far
flung excursions was large, over 370 had fallen into cur hands.
(WeDe, 18 Cdn Armd C. Rezt, 6-10 4Apr 45; also AEP: 45/2 Cdn
Corps/C/D, Docket II: Report cn Ops of 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt,
5-11 Apr 45)

172. The threat to nis most recent line of resistance
by 2 Cdn Inf Div's azttack on Ommen was to prove its worth, for
throughout 10 Apr the enemy, beset by Maj-Gen Matthews' men from

the south, by the rovin: armd cars in his midst and the S.4.S5. axmoured

at his back, gave ground readily. But alas, the novel joy

of working within a good network of firm roads and of encountering

® Reference maps: 4s for para 168, also Appx "D".



disorganized groups cof German troops whe jave in quickly,
was not to last much lconger for 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt.
Operations to the north-east were developing fast and the
armoured divisicn badly necied extra help to cover the
flanks of its sdvance to 0Oldenburg. Late in the afternoon
¢f 11 Apr, 18 Cdn armd C. Regt was relieved by the Royal
Canadian Dragsoons and moved eastward to protect the left
of 4 Cdn armd Div and maintaln contzct with the Polss.
(Ibid: also W.D., 18 Cdn Armd C. Re t, 10-11 Apr 45)

173. Ls & craftsman tzkes prilde in his own particular
trade, sc the men of the armcured cer resiment were fully
appreciative of the recent achlevemsnts which had called for
the employment of their unit in the actual task for which 1t
haed been trained. The regimental history makes special note

of the opereations in this way.

+ss Patrols of the regiment were engazed in mobile
recce of an grea more than twenty-five miles in
width. Obviously it was impcssible to cover all the
roads in such an area, The only c.urse was to run
patrols from town toc town and bridze to bridge. The
sltuation became somewhat confused at this point.
Trocp leaders would cgll up on the wireless and report
contacting the enemy and either disposing of him or
looping around the flanks. Roads that were free of
the enemy when troops went cne way on theam would

be covered by thé enemy when the return journey was
attempted. The enemy in his fruntic efforts to find
out what was going on would wander hither and yon.
This the armoured car patrols were doing too but
with a difference. Thsy knew what they were doing,
ani had & fleld day killinz or capturing the enemy.
It 1s impossible to capture in words the spirit:

of the chase that prevailed.

(XITI Manitoba Dragoons,
Regimental History of the
18th Canadian araocured Car
Regiment, p. 75)

174. The whole hectic period from 6 to 11 Apr, when
the regiment, in the words of its own history, was "out on a
1imb", is described:

They had been a most interesting few days - the sort
of thing one dreams about but which one never dares

to hope will be. It 1s a difficult story to get in
one's mind even when onsg knows what went on. If one
can visualize four divisions moving zgenerally north
with the one furthest to the cast well ahead of the
others, and then take the exposed flank of that div-
ision as a base for the operations of an armoured car
Reglment, one has a fair picture of the situation.
With the whole emphasis of the advance to the north
and to the east the regiment was called upon to work
in a westerly direction in an effort to expedite the
link-up cf these divisions. This had been done

and the patrols had an slmost free hand in fanning out
to the west, south-west, and north-west. To say these
patrols had run amuck or run wild wculd not be far
from the truth, for with enough roads to operate on
and only scatterel remnsmbs of a disorganized and
retreating enemy to bar the way and to assist in
meking the days excitinzg the time had passed.



++ shundreds of the enemy had been captured:
there is n> need to worry asbout hcw many had been
killed.

(Ibids p. 79)

THE S.4.S. DROP, OPERATION ".MHERST", 7-11 LPR 45%

175. It must be remembered, however, that much
of the confusion from which the armoured cars benefited,
was in fact directly caused by the daring S.4.8. operation
which had taken place several days before. Accordingly, in
order to get the full picture of the enemy's reaction to
this airborne attack, it is necessary to trace the operation
from 1ts beginning on the night 7/8 4Apr. 4t that time
47 aircraft left England to drop troops, equipment containers,
and detonating simulators on 1@ specially picked dropping
zones in northern Holland.®® Dus to bad weath.r conditions
the "jeep drop" had tc be cancelled. Instead, these vehicles
were driven cverland into the area of operations on 8 Apr.
Of the 47 alrcraft, 46 .ct their loaas off over the appointed
areas, one other plane dld not take off and postponed 1its drop
until the following night. In all, that first night, 690 men
came down to earth and organized themselves to cover six
definite areas. The first grcup, dropped in the rezion of
Meppel (9556), Hoogeveen (1559) and Ommen (1036) were, as
already related, quickly joined by the Canadians and Poles,
The second group, under Lt-Col Bollardiere, operated around
Beilen (1874) and Spier (1470), ambushing the enemy and
senerally creating havoe. 4 third group under Maj P. Samson
dropped near Wiesterbork (2473), attacked the police headquarters
and accocunted for a German general among those killed.
Westerbork, however, had to be given up when the enemy brought
in reinforcements from iassen. Nevertheless the parachutists
did capture and hold several geod bridges of which the Poles
later made excellent use. (Report by Brigadier J.M. Calvert
D.S.0., Comd S.4.S. Troops - May 1945; Operation "amherst",
%2 cit; (Op AMHERST) 3, H.3s, No. 38 Group R.h.F. - Report on
ps aMHERST end KEYSTONE, 7 Jul 45, op cit)

176, Another party had fair success in the areas of
Gieten (3490), Borger (3681) - Assen (2189) and Rolde (2688).
Ambushing was the order of the day, and with the help of the
Dutch Resistance the enemy was beset from all sides, and
roads and bridges were "demined" and guarded until the Canadian
Army reached them days later. On the other two zones, around
assen and Groningen, and sround Smilde (1080) and appelsga
(0785), the S.s.S. had a much stickier time, cone party of our
men beinz betrayed by a Dutch farmer. 3till the parachute
troops malrtained the offensive and caused tremendous damage.
Regarding the eneany's losses Brigadler Calvert wrote later:

® Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Ekurope, 1:100,000,
Sheets M1l - Gronzinien, N1 - Almelo.
GeSeGeSe 4083, Hellund, 1:50,000, Sheet
17 - Beilen, also 4ppx "D".

®x Some of trese DZ had tc be chan ed at the last minute as
First Cdn Army had already overrun several of those originally
selected,



It is difficult for the Bns to assess the materlal
dam=3c they did, but the followins figures glve some
idea und are probably a.out midway setween the most
optimistic and the most pessimistic claims. 1In

the dark it 1s impossible toc_assess for certaln what
damage has been done. 2 RCP® claim the following
enemy lossesi-

Killed 177

wounded 70
Priscner of War 85
Motor transport destroyed 13

. ” captured 1
Railway cut 3 places.

3 RCP® claim the followin: eneuy lossesi-

Corfirmed killed 92
Killed or wounded, but not confirmed 150
Prisoners 102
Material destroyed or captured 15 vehicles.

(Ibid, para 13, p. 10)

177. In his report on the operations Brigadier
Calvert describcd the dama e inflicted on the enemy's
communic=tions.

The actual destructior of vehicles and men was a

mezans to an end, the main end being to cause the
maxizum ccnfusion amcn st the enemy. A number

of bridges were prevented from being blown and

others were blown prematurely before the enemy

could retire over them. e cannot for certain

claim the success of preventing the destruction

of STEENWIJK airfield although, indircctly, this

might have been achieved. The roads MEPPEL - »3SEN,
BEILEN - ASSEN, ASSEN - GIETEN, ZUIDLAREN - GIETEN
were practically forbidden tc all night convoys

from 8 Apr onwards. The enemy was pinned down

and glven no chance elther tc form a line of resistance
in the good defensive country alonz the canal, in which
positions had alrecady been dug and wilred, nor was

he able to retire in comfort. Thus like a net the
Prench entanzled the encmy for the thrust by 3

Canadien Div, which tc k it in a very short time to

the North Seca.

(Ibid)

Contrary to previous reckonins approximately fifty percent

of the peratroops were not cverrun by Flrst Cdn Army within

72 hours; yet thosc¢ men did not conslder themselves as utterly
lost. The calibre of the average S.A.S. trooper 1s high and,
even without the prospect of immediaste relief, he did not seck
a place of hiding unless he was wounded. On the contrary as

® Régiment Chasseurs Paraschutistes.



events proved, each man went on about the business of raising
the resistance, killin: or capturin: Germans galore and thus
glving heart to the sorely pressed Dutch people in his
immediste area. (Ibid)

178. ngainst these galns, the losses must invarlably
be measured: 29 men were killed, 45 wounded and 17 unaccounted
for when the whole 8.4.8. force was eventually overrun by

the Canadians and Poles, some elght days after the initial drop.
Most of the wounded were lucklly cvacuctec safely with the

aid of the armoured jeeps of 1 Belg S.a.S. Regt, which on arrival
in Genersl Crerar's scctor was rcuted tc Coevorden to operate
out of that place, first under command of 4 Cdn Armd Div and
later under Maj-Gen Maczek. (Ibid: Report on Op "AMHERST" by
2 and 3 RCP in N.E. Holland). among the polnts of interesst
which arose from the Joperations, three stocd out. First there
wes the employment of Typhoon sircraft 1n a novel supply
dropping role. Secondly there was the successful use of the
"Gea fix" a radar navigational aid system. The third point

of note was the communicatien injoyed by the troops in enemy
held arcas, among themselves and direct with S.4a.S« H.Q« in
England. This was accomplished by the use of Jedburgh sets.
The ground troops were continually in contact through their
own pack sets and a firm liaison was maintained with the
Beliian S...S8. Regt at the Coevorden base as well as with the
Canadian armoured cars in the arca. (Ibid: p. 5)

THE SITUATION OF 2 CDN CORPS, 0800 HOURS, 11 APR 45%

179. On the morning of 11 Apr Lt-Gen Simonds' front
line ran in straight solid fashicon from the northern outskirts
of Deventer north-east across the Regge River and on past
Coevorden to Emmen. This western part of the front was
representsd on the left by & Cdn Inf Div alcng the Ijssel
River; in the centre by 2 Cdn Inf Div about to crcss the

Vecht River, ard on the right but west of the Ems River by the
Pol Armd Div operating out of Cocevorden. Tc the north-east
across the Ems River and flankling tne allied drive intc Germany
was 4 Cdn armd Div, before which the enemy was giving up ground
rapidly. 5ut it was really on the sastern si:e of the Ems
River that the state of the enecy (between cur forces and the
old town of Groningen) presented the pessibilisty of a quick
dash to the North Sea coast. Lt-Gen 3imonds!' intention, as
issued late on 10 Apr to his divisional commander, called

- for qulick expansion towards the see and towards the coasteal
objective tc the north-east. From left to right the orders
were

(a) 3 Cdn Inf Div to go for iiezepe (with 9 Cdn Inf
Bde leading)

(b) 2 Cdn Inf Div to open up the route Ommen-Hoogeveen-
Bellen (6 Cdn Inf Bde was already on its way to
assist by hocking in behind Ommen from the east)

% Reference maps: G.S.G.5. 4416, Central Burope, 1:100,000,
Sheets N1 - almelo, M1 - Groninzen, M2 -
Oldenburg.



(c) Pol arad Div tu establish = firing base
about Weerdingermond so thet it mizht first
move on fieede and scecondly tle up its right
flank with 4 Cdn Armd Div at Haren and Dorpen.

(First Cdn army Ops Log, op cit,
11 4ipr 45, serizl 3)

4 Cdn Armd Div was to press its effort towards Oldenburg.
(Ibid)

180. It was here on the ri:ht that the army
Com.ander's chief concern lay, for elthough the enemy was
belng forced back, he was, tu qucte,

see falling back on Friescythe and the line of the
Kuster canal, beyond which, on the left, the defen-
sible low=lying ground of the Sater, Ober Ledinger
and Rheider lands exterded towards Lesr and the

mouth of the Ems. In this marshy and confined reglon,
offering only limited accessibility alon: inadequate
roads coff which the deployment cf fizhting vehicles
and artillery was difficult, if not imposible the 2nd
Parachute Corps was preparcd t. cover the East
Frisian naval bases slong the lines of the canal and
the approaches acruss the Vehne-Moor offered similar
disadvantages for an assault northward across the
Kusten canal...

(General Crerar's Despatch,
op cit, para 29)

181. hpart from the disadvantazes of terrain with
which his armoured thrust to the north-east had to contend,
the Commander of 2 Cdn Corps had anocther worry; one which,

in this lend of canals, mizht wcll prove critical. It was

the shortage cf Balley and Pontoon bridging equipment. This
had result.d from the number of canals, rivers and cther anti-
tank obstacles which our troops had becn commltted to cross

in pursuit of the current operations. at this time Brigadier
N.E. Rodger C.B.E., the Chief of Staff of 2 Cdn Corps, noted
the urgency, as an entry in his perscnal war diary showss

Shortage of Balley and Penteoon bridging becoming

a critical factor in ops though up to now CEs of

2 Cdn Corps and First Army have menaged to meet all
demands by fariously lifting brs on other than main
routes behind Divs and by agile manipulation of the
slender rescurces of bridging and tpt.

(AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/K/F,
Docket II: Wer Diary Notes

by Brigadier N.E. Rodger, C. of
S. 2 Cdn Corps, 11 i4pr 45)

A4S things turned cut the so-called "agile menipulations" by
the Cbdef Engincers concerned met all requirements.



THE ENEMY, 7-11 a4PR 45

182, The shortage of warlike stores and equipment

was not, however, confined to Jur 6wn needs. The enemy also
was having a bad time in this respect. Comment on the current
German supply problem was made in the SHAEF Weekly Intelligence
Sumzary for 1 Apr:

In the present rapidly changing situation EaST of
the RHINE and with sllied forces penetrsating deep
intoc GERMANY, apparently restricted only by their
own supply problems, and with increasinsly large
numbers of prisoners falling 1lntc cur hands,
evidence of equlpment shorta es anl the poverty of
the once well-to-do supply branchcs of the Wehrmacht
dally becomes more apparent.

The results of the ensmy petrol shortage were
seen in the speed with which allicd break-throuzhs
WEST of the RHINE were explocited and in the numbser
of prisoners and amount of equipment taken in the
process, 1n the reports of ebandoned ani enemy-
destroyed artillery and AFVs, and in the almost
total inability of the German command to resroup its
forces with sufficlent speed in the face of a fast
movin:; situation.

(Hist Sec File 205 S 1.023
(D3) SH4LEF Weekly Intelligence
Summery, No. 54)

Moreover the record "low" in fuel prcduction snd the increased
demands upon alter-ate means of transportation, which,
incidental y, the Allied air effort was rapidly cenalizing

hed forced the enemy to a pesition which only a tremendously
high state of transport efficiency could save from utter
cheos. (Ibigd)

183. A3 it was, transport losses were making supply
cf ammnition extremely difiicult, and a captured document
showed that even as carly a3 21 Jan 45 the Gsrmans had felt
the pinch acutely:

ammunition supglies for 105-mm and 150 howltzers

are rapidly decreasing; for heavy infantry weapons
still sufficient on hand. 120-mm mortar ammunition
presents a severe bottle neck. 75-mm anti-tank
ammuniticn 1s criticzl. For Nebelwerfers there willl
be no further supplies for the time being...

There will be no further supplies of mines of
all types for some time to come. It will be necessary
to improvise mines. Stocks of explosives as used by
Army engineers are entirely insufficient. Only
comuercial dynamite is cn hand.

(Ibid)

s poor state of affairs indeed for an army that hed once boasted
a meodel system of provision for its troops.



184. On the Canadian army's front the daily intake
of priscn.rs and the multltude of units identified were in
themselves conclusive cvidence ¢f the difficulties the enemy
was havin;. The sltuation was thus stated by 2 Cdn Corps
Intelli . ence Summary for 10 apr:

It would nct serve any useful purpose either to
erumerate the staggerin: multitude of units
lientified durin; -ur advances in the past forty-
elght hours or ts discuss their precise place in
the enenmy's complex order of battl.. Teday's bag
of prisoners has been exceptionally large, its
diversity bewlldering. The final count should
exceed fifteen hundred while the completed 1list of
1dentificd units will run toc several pages.
Yesterday's take of between three and four hundred,
although less impressive, was egually diverse.

(215C€1.98 (D376) Int Summaries
2 Cdn Corps/Vol 8: No. 156
10 4pr 45)

as for the tro.ps ooposing the Canadiens, it was pretty clear
that thelr main o_-ponent, 6 Pare Div, had withdrawn west to the
line of the Ijssel River, wherc it was now belng reorzsnized
with units which hai no previous conncction with it, such as

31 Para Regt, 3 S.S. Police Regt, Battle Fuchs, 30 M.G.

Bn and a widle variety of tralning elements, elther infantry,
ongineer or signals. Our troops had met all of these between
the Ijssel and Ommen. East from the latter place to the Ems
River the order of battle was not completely known, although

at Meppen prisoners had appeared from a Battle Group Schneeber,
which our Intelligence Staff presumed to be controlled by 7
Pare Div, last lccated about Lingen cpposing 43 (W.) Inf Div

of 30 Brit Corps. (2 Cdn Corps Intellizence Summsries, Nos 154
155, dated 8-10 apr 45)

185, But what of the enemy's intentions? The
stubborn 6 Para Div had begun to give way in the centre, and
the bresking of contsct before the armoured thrust to the

east implied that the enemy on that flank, (63 Para Re:t of
21 Para Div, identified near Borger) was seeking new positiouns
on which to put up an organized fi _ht. In the western flank,
his intention to stend on the Ijssel River was, as the First
Cdn Army Intelligence Summary for 9 Apr put 1it,

«..the only clear one. He may possibly defend
GRONINGEFN with the troops already in NORTH EA4AST
HOLLAND., The most valuable targets are EMDEN and
VILHELNMSHAFEN because the ihllied advance on BREMEN
is cutting off the forces in NORTH WEST GERKMaNY from
operating further WEST.

(First Cdn 4rmy Intelligence
Summaries, Nos 283 & 284, 9-10
Apr 45)

The coastal forces alone were certainly not large enough to
hold any long line or cover more than a few vital points, but
if some concentraticn of them could be achieved and they ovuld
be supplied from coastal depots, thnen Genersal Crerar'd¥ troops
might well be forced into anotrer sct-piece battle. (Ibid)



LT-GEN SI¥uND'S TaSK IN GESTERN HOLL&ND, 10-11 4PR 45™

186. Meanwhile, as the battle for North-east Holland
had been taking shape, the e€limination of the enemy's forces
alonz the east bank of the Ijssel River up to Deventer had
prepared the way fur 2 Cdn Corps %o undertake the preliminary
asseult in the battle for the western Netherlands. (See

para 187). iith Deventer cleared by & Cdn Inf Div, the last
obstacle had been removeldl which miht delay the launching

of the first attack mounted by 1 Cdn Inf Div in the North-
western European theatre, the assault across the River Ijssel.
The river presents a formidable water bDarrier and for some
time 21 army Group hed thought enou:ih of the problem to
prepare a study of an assault crossing from east to west.

The planning staff had deciied that the best crossing sites
were astrlde Zutphen, for in that area there was no high
ground on the enemy's sile close enough to the river tc glve
him gool observation. It was alsc the logical site for a
bridze to take advantage of the main road. (AEPF: 45/PFirst

Cdn army/B/I, Cocket II: The Assault Crossing of the River
Ijssel from East to West, 26 Mar 40)

187. The River Ijssel 1s, in fact, one of the mouths
of the Rhine aend flows north into the Ijsselmeer,a non-tidal
inland sea. 83nce it flows torough falrly flat land, the
pace cof 41%s current is cnly twoc to three knots but {ts width

is 350 feet. Under normal conditions the banks rise about 6

to 10 feet above the water, which is from 10 to 12 feet deep.
But even in summer the Ijssel is prone to floodini. The best
crossinzgs were therefore thought to be those astride Zutphen,
where a bridge wouli be needed in any event to take advantage
of the good main road. But as early as 26 Mar when the study
was mede, 1t had been foreseen that Zutphnen "may be a tough nut
ts crack", a view justified later by the trousle 3 Cdn Inf Div
had in routing the parachutists cut of the place. 0Un theé other
hand,

Assault crossing sites in the Zutphen area are
better than furthor scuth and the golng 1s likely
to be better than elsewhere. Enemy observation
of the crossinis in the Zutphen-area is not so
eesy as further s.uth, ani, by securing Zutphen
early, time will oce saved in the construction of
the maln bridgses in the town.

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/B/I,
Docket II: The Asssult Crossin
of the River 1]ssel from East Eo
West, 26 Mar 49)

188, The Chief Engineer, First Cdn Army, Brigadler
G. Wielsh, hsd slso made a study of the crossing, particularly
withh reference to the possibility of using that o0ld Canadian
favourite, thc¢ Buffalo or L.V.T. It was determined that
L.V.Ts. could enter the water at most places in the area
between Zutphen and Deventer, but that in most places they
would have to unload thelr infantry passengers at the river's
eige as they would be unaole to climb the far bank themselves,

% Reference maps: G.S.3.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Shects
39 - Rhenen, 40 - arnhem, 33 - Zutphen,



Accompanying sappers would, it was thought, be able to make
exits within about one hour of landing. (W.D., G.S. Ops,
H.Q. Pirst Cdn iLrmy, April 1945, asppx 122). These exits
would be needed vy the L.V.Ts., which would ferry the anti-
tank guns and other supporting weaporns acrcss, for these
thinzs were toc heavy to be unlocaued on the river bank.
Because of the long rouzh carry necessary to get boats

to the water, Brigadier Walsh recummenlield the use cf assault
boats rather than the more capaclious but unwiecldy storm boats.
(Ibid). The plan finally evolved by the C.R.E. 1 Cdn Inf
DIv (Lt-Col E.H. Webb) was as follows:

The C.R.E's plan for the crossing was based on the
construction cf a class 9 FBE bridge, and two P!A!

type class 40 BPB rafts. The staff of Brigedier

Black, C.E. 2 Cidn Corps, under whose command we

came for the cperticn afforded us invaluasble assistance
in the procurement c¢f stcres. A platoon and a half
eachh of FBE and Bailey Bridges, plus all the
paraphernalia pertaining to an operation, such as

ours was to be, were obtained without difficulty.

(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,
Docket III: Cutline acconnts
of Supportin; Arms and Services)

MAJ-GEN H.k. FUSTEL'S PLAN TO CRUSS THE IJSSEL™®

189, On 10 i4pr the Divisions operation order was
issued, glvinz as the intention that 1 Cdn Inf Div would
establish a brid_ehead in the great bend of the Ijssel scuth

of Deventer, and then advance and capture Apeldoorn. 2 Cdn

Inf Bde was to carry out the assault crossing and establish

the bridgehead. A4 great smoke screen, created both by artillery
and moblle gencrators, was an essential part of the assault

plan especially to cover the briising and rafting operations.

6 Cdn Armd Re.,t was the asrmcoured unit detalled to support the
operation. Une squadron under command 2 Cdn Inf Bde, with the
rest of the rcgiment under 1 Cdn Inf Bde, was the initial
allotment. The Shermans would be ferried across as soon &as

the two class 40 rafts were completed. The assaulting troops
were to be ferried in L.V.Ts mennsd by 4 R.T.R. of 79 Armd

Div, a versatisle formation and old friends of 2 Cdn Corps since
D-Day but new to the men from Italy. L. Edmn Regt called

them "Buffalo Hercders". (axF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket

III: 1 Cdn Inf Div Ups urder No. 1, Cp "CANNUNSHUT"). Artillery
resources in addition to the divisional artillery, consisted

of 7 Cdn Med Rest, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, two British hsavy
batteries equipped with 7.2s, and a British Mcdium Regt. In
addition, there was 3% Bty of 6 Cdn a.Tk Regt and a troops of
search lights. (Ibid)

THE IJSSEL SMJKE SCREEN

190. It was considered necessary that the river-bend
near Gorssel, where the crossing was being made, should be
screened as much as possible from enemy observation. The C.R.A.

% Reference maps: A4is for para 186.
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(c) 2 Cdn Div - to protect LEFT flank of 30 Corps and
advance to VEGESACK.

(WeDisy GBSy Hull. 2 088
Corps, 20 Apr L45)

In addition a special light force was to be formed composed of

l Cdn Armd C. Regt, 1 Belgian S.4A,.S. and 1 Brit S...S. all under
the command of Headquarters 2 Cdn Armd Bde. This force was to
be prepared to pass through the left of 4 Cdn Armd Div or later
(as opportunity offered) through the Polish formetions to harass
the enemy in Ost Friesland. (Ibid)

THE LADVANCE OF 1 POL LARMD DIV CONTINUES, 22 AFR 453

358, Throughout 22 /Apr the advance northward was carried
out by two parallel columns, 1 Pol Armd Regt and elements of 9
Pol Inf Bn followed the line of the railway towards Ihrhove
(8108) while on the right 24 Polish lancers paced the main thrust
by moving along the road Vollener-Konigsfehn (8000) - Flachsmeer
(8102). At 1000 hours Ihrhove (8108) had been passed and the
right flanking force (24 L) had swung castwards to explore the
areas west of Rhaudermoor (8805). By the end of the day the
armoured group had teken the villages of Breinermoor (8411),
Bakemoor (8610) and Kollinghorst (8607) and had cleared most of
the ground south of the Leda river. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log,

%E cit, 22 Apr 45, serials 14, 20, 24; 23 Apr 45, serial 1).
Meanwhile a portion of the infantry group had gone into action
along the north bank of the Kustcn following the line Neulehe
(7789) - Borgermoor (8391); it had taken Bockhorst (8992) and

was sweeping to the north. (Ibid)

359. By this time there had occurred two changes in
plan. PFirst, the state of the roads was so bad that Maj-Gen
Maczek decided to call in his Lancers fror the right flank and
push them north through Thrhove (8108). Sccondly, the pressure
against the Canadian armour further east was so heasvy that the
Polish general was ordered (sce para 357) to switch his main
axis towards Varcl (2733) and easc the situotion for Maj-Gen
Vokes!' hard presscd troops. (First Cdn Army Ops Log, op cit,
22 Lpr L5, serials 18, 27). While the armoured brigade cleared
its way northwards, 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp (R Pol Armd Regbt and 10
Pol Mot Bn) concentrated at Kollinghorst (8607) and by 1300
hours 23 Apr this column was ready to proceed eastwards. At
the same time 8 Pol Inf Bn was working its way up from the south
in the direction of Langholt (9002). (Ibid, 23 Apr 45, serial
17, "Intentions"; First Cdn Army Liaison Offrs Report, op cit,
231500B, SO 2) ——

360. During the night 23/24 Apr, 8 Pol Inf Bn made

good progress and by 1000 hours held the cross roads (915050)

east of the water obstacle and north of Langholt (9002),
Simultaneously, further south a small reconnaissance group fol-
lowed the northern bank of the Kusten Canal, clearing as it went.
On the northern flank strong patrols journeyed to Driever (7811)
and Esklum (8013) to find the cnemy in possession there. (2 Cdn
Corps Ops Log, op cit, 24 Apr 45; serials 1, 7, 20). The advance
now began to show signs of dragging, for the roads were disappear-
ing on every axis along which the Poles were travelling, Moreover,

# Reference maps as for para 354; also L»rpx "A™.
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water obstacles abounded and a seemingly endless series of
bridging operations had to be carried out, (Ibid, serials 23,
33). Nevertheless, where physical contact was not possible,
pressure was kept up by fire. The night of 24 Apr found the
Polish troops holding a scattered line which stretched from the
outskirts of Driever (7811) on the left eastwards through
Brienermoor - Bakermoor - Schatteburg (8609), then in a south-
easterly direction past Holte (8908) to the proposed bridge east
of the Langholtermeer, where the position had been sufficiently
strengthened by the Polish medium machine guns to secure the
southern flank. Along the north bank of the Kusten Canal, the
light reconnaissance group had reached e point a few hundred
yards short of Sedelsberg (0093), but here considerable opposition
was encountered and no further headway was possible., (Ibid, 25
Apr, serial 3)

361. Very little progress was made on 25 Apr, mainly
because of the bridging and water difficulties. On the following
day, however, 10 Pol Mot Bn, having secured the area of Pots-
hausen (92105, assaulted across the¢ stream north of that place
and, supported by fighter bombers, pressed on towards Stickhausen
(9313). (2 cdn Corps Ops Log, op cit, 26 Apr 45, serials 2, 17).
Some 3000 yards to the south, 1 Pol Inf Bn moved towards Bokelesch,
where it became involved in a woods clearing operation, while on
the immediete right flank 8 Pol Inf Bn went for Bollingen (9604).
In all sectors progress was slow for the enemy was ideally placed
to conduct his defence., (Ibid, 27 Apr, serial 2; also First Cdn
Army Ops Log, op cit; 26 Apr L5, serials 74, 75). On the morning
of 27 Apr a message received at Headquarters First Cdn Army
explained the very great difficulties which Maj-Gen Maczek's men
had to face in their attempt to break out to the east:

G.S.0, 2, 1 Pol Armd Div 0940 hrs, 3 Pol Inf Bde. 1
Pol Inf Bn cleared wood 9507 during night. 10 Pol Mot
Bn rcport six 60 ft craters on dyke rd between Q923110 -
925114 with ground both sides flooded. CRE states all
craters must bc bridged. One 30 ft span br under constr
at 921106 but work held up by hy mortar and arty fire.
Two pontoons sank during night.

(Ibid, serial 26)

362. Under such trying conditions of ground and re¢sis-
tance it was small wonder that thc Polish soldicrs could not
move on more quickly. However, by persistent effort throughout
28 Apr the line edged its way eastwards. During the afternoon
Bokelesch (9507) was cleared; while Bollingen (9603) fell and was
held despite the enemy's frantic efforts to recapture the
village. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, op cit, 28 Apr 45, serial 1).
Further south, out of Langholt, I§'§SI Lirmd Recce Regt had swept
south to the area of Ramsloh (9500), whence it proceeded along
the main road as far as thc hamlets of Hollen (9799) and Scharrel
(9777). There at 1500 hours 28 Apr contact was established with
the Polish light reconraissance group coming up from Sedelsburg
0093). (First Cdn Army Ops Log, gg cit, 28 Apr 45, serlals 55,
3). Meanwhile, on the northern flank beyond Ihrhove (8008),
9 Pol Inf Bn had cleared up to the southern banks of the Leda
river and was preparing to enter the small town of Nettelburg
(8313). (Ibid, scrial 88)

363. The struggle for the opportunity to menoeuvre went
on all through 29 Apr. 3 Pol Inf Bde continued to develop the
route from Potshausen (9100) to Stickhausen (9313), at the same
time maintaining a firm contact with the Germans to its front.
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10 Pol Armd Bde, not being able to operate successfully in this
boggy area, was gradually being pulled out of the line for a

new task - thet of passing through the town of Leer, which had
been recently captured by 3 Cdn Inf Div, and striking out to the
north-east in the direction of Wilhemshaven, that proud bastion
of the Germen Nevy. (Ibid, 29 Apr L5, seriel 69, 71). But

before that story con Be told it is necessary to trace the opcrations
of 3 Cdn Inf Div, whose¢ capture of Leer was to make the Polish
advence possible.

3 CDN INF DIV'S OPERATION WEST OF THE EMS,
21-29 APR L5%

364, According to the instructions issued by Head-
quarters 2 Cdn Corps on 20 ipr (see pera 357 to this report)
control of the area between Groningen and the Ems River had
completely passed to Maj-Gen Keefler's command by the evening
of 22 Apr.

On the right flank, based on the West bank of the
river EMS, 8 Cdn Inf Bde with R. de Chaud on the right
and Q,0.R. of C. on the left faced up to the WEENER
(7408) NIEUWE - SCHANS (6410) reilway. 9 Cdn Inf

Bde was concentrated in WINSCHOTEN (5305) with
Divisional Headquerters. 7 Cdn Inf Bde held the left
flenk with 1 C. Scot R, in the vicinity of W.GENBORGEN
(4618), R. Wpg Rif in the viecinity of APPINGEDLM
(3125), and Regina Rif in the area of SPIJK (L4033).

(3 Cdn Inf Div, Weekly
Summary of Ops cnd Lctivities,
op cit, 22 Lpr - 28 Apr 45)

In this area west of the Ems, the Cenadians must now reduce the
remaining enemy strongholds on the left bank of the estucry and
east of CGroningen. (Ibid) “

365, The first matter to be attended to was the
elimination of the Germen stronghonld at Delfzijl, o task which
fell to the rifle brigade., The Regines were thus directed to
the north and north-west of Groningen; R. Wpg Rif had to take
out the large town of /fppingedem (4125) while the 1 C. Scot R.
was launched against Wegenborgen (4618). (Ibid, also W.D.,
H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 Apr 45)

366. On the right 1 C. Scot R, had deployed its com-
panies suitably. On the morning of 21 Apr "B" Coy was stationed
on detachment duty at Finsterwolde (5712) (where it had relieved
the Poles), "C" Coy held Nieuwolda (4917), while "D" Coy was

# Reference maps: G,3.G.S. 4414, EastemmHolland, Western
Germany, 1:25,000 Sheets 2907 -~ Nieuwepekela,
2908 - Onstweddc, 2909 - Aschendorf, 2807 -
Veendam, 2808 - Winschoten, 2809 - Nieuwe
Schans, 2810 - Weener, 2811 - Westrhauderfehn,
2707 - Siddeburen, 2711 - Nortmoor, 2709 -
Ditzumer Verlaat, 2710 - Leer, 2708 - Wolden-
dorp, 2611 - Hesel, 2610 - Neerhoor, 2609 -
Emden, 2607 - Delfzijl; also ippx "B".



- 161 -

firm east of the road and railway junction at (442181); "A™ Coy
was still in Groningen on guard duties. (W.D., 1 C. Scot R.,
21 Apr 45). Early on 21 Apr, "D" Coy was sent in to attack the
village of Wagenborgen (4618) from the south-west, Throughout
the morning the troops made one effort after another to advance
ageinst the heavy fire covering the scveral obstacles along the
route. The enemy put up tremendous resistance. During
the afternoon the Scots had some success, but it was
short-lived. Counter-attacks and ecccurate fire began to tcke
toll, and by thc end of the day "D" Coy had only forty-five
fighting men* loft. Realizing that he was up against stern
opposition and thet a co-ordincted effort would be necessary,
Lt-Col L.S. Henderson ordered "D" Coy to retire to its Tormer
positions east of the railway. Reinforccment wes essential
but this would take time, for the battalion was well dispersed.
Orders were therefore quickly sent out to both "A"™ and "B" Coys
?o go?e forward in TCVs to strengthen the battalion's sector.
Ibid

367. As soon as the fresh troops arrived, "B" Coy was
sent to re-occupy "D" Coy's old position on the road south of
wagenborgen (in the built up area (4517)). "A" Coy lined the
reilroad to the north of "D" Coy. From these positions, a strong
patrolling programme commenced. By 1800 hours the commanding
officer felt that he had sufficient informetion upon which to
base & concentreted attack. Within & short spacec of time the
required support had been laid on and ot about 2130 hours, "A"
and "B" Coys attacked from the west ond south while "C" Coy
began to push towards the high dyke which protects the eastern
part of the village. (Ibid), The ecssault was pressed home in
the darkness ageinst scatfered opposition and ot midnight,

22/23 Lpr, the Scottish had "A" and "B" Coye in Wagenborgcn.
Simultaneously "C" Coy had established itself firm on the dykes
to the east, (Ibid)

368, The enemy's reaction to our capture of Wagen-
borgen was mainly confined to herassing fire with small arms
and self-propelled guns. The morning of 23 Apr saw "B" Coy
firm in the southern portion of the villege.and "A" Coy well
established in the northern part. Roth sub-units had some
trouble with isolated strong points, but accounted for a good
number of Germans who were identificd as members of 350 arinc Fortress
Bn, Over on the dyke east of the village, "C" Coy, though well
positioned, was subjected to fierce volleys of well-aimed rifle
and machine gun fire end wes thus pinned temporarily, being
uneble to contact the soldiers within the village itself.
(Ibid, 22 Apr L45)

369. The eneny launched his counter-attack against
the Canadien Scottish at about 1130 hours, "." Coy saw the
German infantry forming up and esked for reinforcement. This
soon arrived in the form of several cerricrs (from "D Coy's
position to the rear) and a troop of tanks, the latter being
warned to proceed with caution, This warning they totally dis-
regarded, As the War Diary of 1 C. Scot R. states:

««osthey romped through the southern part of the village;
and, as they reasched the crea between "A"™ and "B"

Coys, three were knocked out by Panzerfausts (Bazookas),
The enemy had infiltrated through the positions held

by our coys and had met the tanks as they cane.

% Normally a fighting company in action musters about 65 - 75
all ranks.
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Artillery was brought to bcor on the infiltrating
force causing them to go to ground and evacuate the
area,

(Ibid, 23 Apr 45)

By the close of day, thorough sweeps certified that the greater
part of the area was clear, Small eneny groups, however, were
still trying hard to penetrate the Canadien positiona and, as
the night wore on, the "Scottish" remained alert., (Ibid)

370. On the following day 1 C. Scot R. was relieved

by Ir R.C. of 11 Cdn Inf Bde and Lt-Col Henderson's men con-
centrated around the village of Eeksta (4808). There, mobile
bath units were available, hot meals were served and the troops
were able to rest. However, any outlook or promise for an easier
time was shattered that evening when the battalion was ordered

to be at Nieuwe Schens (6409) by first light 25 Apr. There the
"Soottish" would come under command 8 Cdn Inf Bde and would assist
Brigadier Roberts' men to clear up the west bank of the Ems River.

(Ivid, 24 Apr 45)

371, Meanwhile the other rifle regiments had also
contributed towards the secling of the Delfzijl pocket. In the
centre sector R. Wpg Rif had begun to move on Appingedam (4125)
on 20 Apr and by last light on that dey Lt-Col Fulton had his
troops deployed and ready to assault. "D" Coy was then holding
Loppersum (3426), "A" Coy was established in Wirdum (3625),

"B" Coy occupied Leermens (3728) while "C" Coy watched the
battalion's right flank from the area of Wirdumerdraai (3625).
On the northern flank a troop of 7 Cin Recce Regt was feeling
out the routes towards the coast north of Appingedam (4125).
(W.D., R. Wpg Rif, 20 Lpr 45; also AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,
Docket VI, Folio No. 17, Special Report No. 34, prepoered by

R. Wpg RIT; Phase I, 18-2L Apr 45 - Holland)

25 21 Apr dawned, a cool, showery day. At 0800
hours the "little black devils" reccived the order to advance.

"B" and "C" Coys were to push on towards APPINGEDAM
(MR 4227). The 7 Recce were 2lso to proceed towards
MARSUM (MR 4227).

(Ibid)

On the left "B" Coy was aided ty the scout cars of 7 Cdn Recce
Regt. From Leermens (3728) thc reconnaissance troops, finding
all the bridges leading to Appingedam demolished, swung north to
.. occupy the farming village of Godlinze (3831) at 1130 hours,

On the right "C" Coy followed the main road lecding into the
objective from Wirdum (3625) and reached the woods east of
Eekwerderdraal (372L4) to overrun a smell enemy gun position,
While "C" Coy resumed a cautious advance because of the various
obstacles and many mines, "B" Coy worked out of Leermcns (3728)
to see what routes might still be open. At the same time "AM
Coy was brought forward into Lecrmens, (Ibid). At about nmidday
one good (but very light) bridge was found between Leermens and
the tiny hamlet at Oosterwijtwerd (3827) and "A" Coy was told to
push on through, In Oosterwijtwerd (3827) "A" Coy stopped to
organize for its attack, and at 1500 hours Lt-Col Fulton ordered
the advance on Appingedem to commence. (Ibid)

373. Lack of bridges as well as the numerous ditches
and small pockets of eneny resistence made progress very slow,
mA" Coy made little headway for the rest of the day, but eerly
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on the morning of 22 Apr the village of Jukwerd (4027) was
entered end thus a start line was secured for the final effort,
"D" Coy was brought up behind ".* for a coordinated attack in
conjunction with "C" Coy's thrust zlong the southern axis. The
two companies went forwerd at 0800 hours but agein progress was
extremely slow and both our artillery and nmortars were kept busy
helping the infantry to move on. In addition, most of the roads
and tracks were heavily mined. Obstacles were so numerous that
some considerable time was required before the way to Appingedan
was clear enough to permit safe passege. It was a day of con-
tinuous trial and effort against bad conditions of ground and
well-sited defences, but operations on the next dey proved thot
the end was not far off. (Ibid)

37k, ATter a night of steady patrolling, the edvance
was resumed in the early hours of 23 Lpr and by 0500 hours both
"D" and "C" Coys were inside the small town. Meanwhile "B" Coy
had been moved up behind "D" to seize the brickysrds (4126) on
the northern outskirts. The eneny was not in any great strength,
true, but he put up a stiff fight whenever encountered end it was
nidday before the Canadiens were in firm control of Appingeddn,
"D" and "C" Coys held the main portion of the place, "B" was
consclideted around the brickycrds, and "A" Coy held its ground
at Jukwerd., North of "A" Coy, Lt-Col Fulton had placed his
anti-tank platoon as infantry near Nije-Klooster (4028) to watch
the left flank. Later in the afternoon "B" Coy was sent through
"C" to mop up the south-eastern section of the little town
beyond the river, This was accomplished without much trouble
before last light. (Ibid)

375 The relief of R. Wpg Rif by Perth R. on the
following morning was heartily appreciated, for, although the
oppsoition had never been of a dangerous nature, the troops had
had to work hard to gain ground. ©Now, having successfully com-
pleted the task allotted, Lt-Col Fulton packed his men into the
Kangaroos which had brought Perth R. up to the front and started
off towards the area of Qostwolde (5312). (W.Ds., H.Q. 7 Cdn
Inf Bde and R. Wpg Rif, 22-2L Apr L5)

376. On the northern flank Regina Rif had not had
much fighting to do. Their main object had been to get as close
as possible to Delfzijl from the north. Having a very large
area of responsibility did not make this an easy task, since in
this sector therc were many routes which the enemy could have
used to infiltrate and disrupt activities. Thankfully enough
the enemy (it seems) had only one idea, to withdraw into his
perimeter at Delfzijl and deny that place for as long as he could.
To the east of the line Uithuizen (2935) - Middelstum (2628),
the villages of Roodeschool (3536), Garshuizen (3131), Zandeweer
(2933) and "tZandt (3530) were all found clear and occupied by
midday 21 Apr. Thereafter Lt-Col Gregory moved his headquarters
up to Godlinze (3831) to direct the advance of Spijk (4033)

by "B"™ Coy. At about the same time "D" Coy moved on to Loséorp
(3931), the idea being to form a line facing Holwierde (4229)
from the north, Very little was seen of the enemy, the main
opposition being from the long-range guns on the coast above
Emden and the few pieces which were defending Delfzijl. The
Regina's positions remained unchanged throughout 22 Apr, and
whatever ground had been given up on the left in order to close
in to the south was taken over by elements of 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt.
Late that night the battalion, like the others in the brigeads,
received orders to move and hand over to Perth R. of 5 Cdn Armd
Div. (W.,D., Regina Rif, 21-23 Apr 45)
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377, From the areas of Oostwolde (5312) castwards to
the region of Nieuw-Bcerta (6111), R. Wpg Rif and Regina Rif
now took on the work of clearing up to the Dollart coast. The
onus of this task fell mainly on Regina Rif together with a
special battle group composed of a company of R. Wpg Rif, a
troop of 1L,A.A. guns, a platoon of medium machine-guns and a
platoon of heavy mortars, the last-named sub-units from C.H. of
0. (M.G.). This battle group was to act as a left flank pivot
for the Reginas, who were to mop up the last few of the enemy's
gun positions on the coast line. (W.D., H.Q., 7 Cdn Inf Bde,

24, Apr L4L5). "MA"™ Coy moved first at 1230 hours to seize the
community of Kostverloren (6113); the Winnipeg's company group
then brought up the left, occupied Gandzendijk (5812) and
pressed on to Hongerigewolf (5913), despite some very heavy
shelling. Meanwhile the Reginas' advance was progressing well,
the enemy being driven from his defences by the successive
bombing and strafing attacks of a dozen supporting Spitfires.
Drieburg (6212) fell at 1550 hours and Lt-Col Gregory laid on
the necessary patrols to ccver the preparations for a full
attack later on along the Reiderwolder Polder Dijk (625155~
64,0157), ™A™ and "D" Coys werc to secure the dyke, whereupon
"B" Coy would pass on through to the west to take the canal and
dyke junction 2000 yards north of Hongerigewolf (5913). (Ibid,
also W,D., Regina Rif, 24 Apr 45)

378. The Regina Rif's effort started at 0130 hours

25 Apr; although opposition was fairly heavy, within the hour
"A" and "D" Coys reported success on the first objectives along
the Reiderwolder Polder dyke. As daylight approached the open
naturc of the ground prevented much movement. For a while it
appeared that the ottack might have to be postponed, but, as
the brigade's War Diary relates:

«.o.the situstion was not quite as grim as it might
have been espscially when the R. Wpg Rif reported the
cheering news that a white flag was flying at 598163 -
this is the 4 gun bty position which during the last
few deys caused us so much trouble. The Reglinas
following this report quickly moved up and captured
the position -~ total bag 4L x 10,5 cm guns - two intact
and two destroyed (by our arty) and approx 165 PW,

The German offrs in charge of the bty had escaped

the previous night viea boats to EMDEN. The Reginas
then consolidated their positions along the line
598164 - 64,3137 - 588149 - 639156 end then sent the
recces NW along th roads to contact the Westminster
Regt on our LEFT flank.

(W.D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, 25 Apr L5)

379. This short operation ended the rifle brigade's
task in this sector. It was now decided that 5 Cdn Armd Div
should extend its lines castwards to cover Brigadier Gibson's
area, thus freeing the infantry battalions for their part in the
assault on Leer. On 26 Apr the rifle brigade moved across the
Ems river over 1 Pol Armd Div's routes to concentrate north of
Papenburg, taking with them 16 Cdn Fd coy, R.C.E., "B" Coy, 14 -
Cdn Fd Amb, "C" Sqgn, 27 Cdn Armd Regt, 4 A.Tk bty and the 4.2 '
mortars of C,H, of 0. (M.G.). (W.Ds., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and
units, 26 Apr 45)

¥ Reference maps as for para 36L4; also Appx "B",
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380. 8 Cdn Inf Bde's efforts to clear the west bank of
the Ems River (end secure one of the start lines for 9 Cdn Inf
Bde's assault on Leer) began on 22 Lpr, shortly cfter elements

of 1 Pol Armd Div in the area south of Weener (7407) and Bunde
(6810) had been relieved., Having formed a base of operatlons

at Rhede (6996) with N. Shore R., the brigadier sent Q.0.R. of C.
and R. de Chaud, adequately supported by crocodiles together with
one squadron of 7 Cdn Recce Regt and a large eamount of artillery,
to close up to the reilwey Bunde (6810) = Weener (7407) late on
22 Lpr. (W.Ds., H.{. 8 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 22 Apr 45; also

3 cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 22 4ipr 45, serials 27, 36). Both
battalions moved forward by leap-frogging their companies zlong
the selected routes. .Although neither unit was able to travel
very fast, by 0830 hours 23 /pr R. de Chaud was up to the line

of the railway some five hundred yards cast of Bunde (6810).
Similarly, Q.0.R. of C., on the right heod crossed several
formideble craters to reach the railway tracks south of Weener.
(7407). (Ibid, 23 Apr 45, seriels 12, 15)

381. N. Shore R. then pessed through Q.0.R, of C. at
about 1100 hours and advanced towards Weener supported by the
tenks of 27 Cdn frmd Regt. (Ibid, serizsl 23). Sniper fire

met the New Brunswick men as They plodded forward and craters
barred the road, making it impossible for the arnour to keep
up, but by sheer perseverence Lt-Col J.N, Gordon kept his
soldiers moving on. Weener was entered and ~11 conmpanies had
consolidatgg by 1800 hours. The prisoners totalled one hundred
and three, (W.D., N. Shore R., 23 4pr 45). While N. Shore R.
had been thus occupied the Chaudieres entered Bunde. Elements
of 7 Cdn Recce Regt, which had struck out from the region of
Nieuwe Schans (65105 to probe the brigade's left flank, reported
that a failr number of the enemy were withdrawing to the north.
(3 cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit; 23 ipr 45, serials L5, 57, 60)

382. After a night of strenuous patrolling the advance
was resumed on 24 [pr. Opposition remesined stiff and some
bitter encounters with the eneny rearguards took place. On

the right N. Shore R. took Zirchborgum (7711) and Bingum (7814).
On the left R. de Chaud had trevelled north from Bunde and
approached the rcad junctions (7013 znd 7016) som¢ two thousend
yards west of Bohmerwold (7215). At this stage, Brigadier
Roberts ordered the Queen's Own to pass through R. de Chaud.,
but, fearing for his open left flank, he csked Ma j-Gen Keefler
whether a battalion of 7 Cdn Inf Bde could be made available

on that flank, As a result of this request, 1 C. Scot R. was
placed under command 8 Cdn Inf Bde. 4s will be seen, however,
the reconnaissance troops did their work too well end the
Scottish were not needed much, (Ibid, 25 Lpr 45, serials 4, 6,
ks Eé?s., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde & units, end 1 C. Scot R., 24-25
Apr

383. On the night 24/25 Apr Q.0,R. of C. began its
tedious journey towards Ditzumer Verlaant (6819) to contact 7 Cdn
Recce Regt, which had come up very quickly on the left. The
Queen's Own were then left to continuc on to reach Oldendorp
(7023), Ditzun (6924) and Pogunm (6824). That these tasks involved

# QReference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000 Sheets 2709 -
Ditzumer Verlaat, 2710 - Leer, 2809 - Nieuwe
Schans, 2310 - Weener; also Appx "B",

#% Marine Security Bn (3 Cdn Inf Div Intelligence Surmary No.
100, 23 Apr L5).
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more than idle routine is illustrated by an official account of
the operations.

«+s8t 0730 hrs a group of the enemy were observed
forming up for an attack on the right of Charlie Coy.
Before any assault could materialize however, Charlie
Coy took effective counter-action. Twenty-five
casualties were inflicted and five others taken
prisoner, Charlie Coy suffered no casualties in this
action, but shortly after two casualties were suffered
under a severe concentration of shellfire.

(AEF: L5/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket II, Folio I, 1lst Bn,
Q.0.R. of C., 24 Apr - 25
Apr L5)

384, Beyond Ditzumer Verlaat (68138) the riflemen
crossed a small stream and established a bridgehead through
which "B" Coy was passed to capture Dijksterhusen (6722) and
Pogum (6824) on the left and "D" Coy went on to seize Ditzumer
(6820) on the right. (Ibid). These attacks did not, however,
go well, The account relates:

Baker Coy, committed at 1730 hrs, was forced to with-
draw because of resistance and r{sing water on the
southern approaches to POGUM. Dog and Charlie Coys
were also withdrawn ard a Bn "O" group was held.
Under a different plan of attack Dog Coy at 0100 hrs
in the morning was committed first to take DITZUMER.

(Ibid)

Both objectives were found to be well manned, but the enemy,
sensing that it was too late to put up any effective resistance,
gave up without much ado., Approximetely five hundred prisoners
were taken by @.0,R. of C. (Ibid, and W.D., Q.0.R. of C., 24-26
Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 25 Apr 45, serials
60, 26 Apr 45, serial 61)* oy

385. Meanwhile R. de Chaud had been redirected over
to the right and on that flank the French-Canadians seized Jemgum
(7619), Midlum (7521) end Neudorp (7124) without much trouble.
(Ibid, 26 Apr, serial 61, 27 Apr, serials 2, 4, 6, 8)., South

0 € Chaudieres the stretch of road covering the villages of
Holtgaste (7515) and Soltborg (7715) and leading from Bingum to
Jemgum were left to the reconnaissance squadron, which cut east-
ward across the rear of the two forward battalions. (Ibid,
serial 5), On 27 Apr, 8 Cdn Inf Bde complcted its task, C,0.R.
of C, and R. de Chaud linked up, and it was arranged that the
area would be taken over by 103, 74 and 52 Cdn A.Tk Btys with
elements of C.H. of 0. (M.G.). (Ibid, serial 11). The three
infantry battalions would then concentrate near Nieuwe Schans,
(W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 27 Apr 45)

386. This last phase of operations by 8 Cdn Inf Bde
had been characterized by day and night action during which
resistance was spasmodic and casuslties were suffered mainly

by reason of well-concealed mines and the shelling from the guns
of the fixed defences of Emden (6531). The Rheider-Land
peninsula consists of flat farm land with dyke roads, the

¥ Elements of 361, 363, 366 Marine Fortress Bns; 6 Alerm Bn,
18 Rft Unit (4, 7, 9 Convalescent Coys) 126 Marine Arty En.
(3 cdn Inf Div Intelligence Summary No. 101, 26 Apr 45).
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surrounding ground being usually impassable to vehicles of any
sort, Consequently it had been necessary to "plug away" along
the available roads. Craters had been filled or bridged under
the most unpleasant conditions, for the enemy knew his ground
well and most of the passable routes had been fully registered
by his heavy coastal guns. The task of 8 Cdn Inf Bde had been
well done and now the troops were told that they might enjoy a
few days well-earned rest. (AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket
VI: Special Report No. 38 by H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde - Rattle marra-
tive, 18 Apr L5 - 5 May 45)

DISPOSITION LND PLANS OF 3 CDN INF DIV,
27-28 APR 45

387. Maj-Gen Keefler's troops were now about to under-
take a most important operation, the assault on Leer. It was
estimated that this large town, which lies east of the Ems River
and 1s protected on the south by the Leda River, was held by
well-organized portions of 361, 363 and 366 Marine Fortress
Battalions, supported by anti-aircraft and coastal defence guns
from the area of Emden. 3 Cdn Inf Div was to establish a bridge-
head north of the junction of the Ems and Leda waterweys and to
secure first Leer (8115), then the smaller town of Loga (8215).
The divisional plan called for an attack in three phases. In
the first instance 9 Cdn Inf Bde (Brigedier Rockingham) was to
carry out three simultaneous thrusts across the Ems and Leda
Rivers and secure the bridgehead, which included the town of
Leer., In the sccond phase 7 Cdn Inf Bde was to pass through the
highland brigede and swing east to capture Loga (8215) (a suburb.
of Leer east of the town itself) and the neighbouring woods
(8216)., Thereafter 9 Brigade would strike northwards to enlarge
the lodgment, 1In support of the attack the Canadians had 12, 13
and 14 Pd Regts, which comprised Ma j-Gen Kecefler's divisional
artillery, 1l Cdn Army Fd Regt and 7 Cdn Med Regt. In addition,
they had L Brit A.G.R.L., which at the time consisted of four
medium regiments, two heavy regiments and one sub-unit of super
heavy (9.2 inch) guns. (AEF: L45/3 Cdn Inf Div/RCA/C/E; R.C.A.,
3 Cdn Inf Div 0,0. No. 2, Op "DUCK", dated 28 Apr 45, and Task
Table No. 1, Op "LULU", 27 LDpr L5, attcched)

388. Brigadier Rockinghagﬁs intention was to assault
with two battalions in storm boats™ and one company of his third
unit in assault boats®** as follows. On the right one company
Nth N.S, Highrs, having asscmbled at and embarked from the

curved (8113) dyke west of Hecrenborg (8112), was to cross the
Leda River and capture the small peninsule which guards the entry
to the harbour of Leer. In the centre H.L.I., of C., with under
commend one platoon of "C" Coy C.H.O. of 0. (M.G.) and in support

Reference maps as for para 364,

£

#% Storm boats - small powered craft provided, supervised and
operated by R.C.E.

#¥% Assault boats - collapsible boats normally provided by
R.C.L.S.C. direct to the infantry who operate them. (Infantry
Training, Part V, Appx F, p. 58 and emendment No. I attached;and
Fleld Engineering & Mine Warfare, Pamphlet No. 8, Part I,
"Assault River Crossing" 1948, Reprinted in Canada 1949,

Appx "A").
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one section of 18 Cdn Fd Coy, was to assemble at and embark from
Langenlepe (7710), proceed up thc Ems River, and sail in 30
storm boats against the area of Leecrort (7913). On the left
S.D. & G, Highrs, with almost identical units® to those which
H.L.I. of C. had under command, would assemble at Bingumgaste
(7713) and embark at Bingum (7814), cross thc Ems north of the
Leerort bridgesite, and seize the western outskirts of Lecr.

In reserve the brigade commander had Nth N,.S., Highrs (less one
company), with under command one plutoon of medium machine guns
of C.H, of 0, (M.G.) and one section of 18 Cdn Fd Coy (20
agsault boats). The task of the reserve was to cross the Leda
River from the village of Xsklum (8012) as soon as the situation
elsewhere permitted, and strike at the centre of Leer from the
south, (W.,D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, April 1945, Appx I; 9 Cdn Inf
Bde 0,0, No. 1, Op "DUCK").

SUPPORT FOR OPERATION "DUCK", 28 APR L5

389, . Apart from the extemely heavy artillery support
(already mentioned in para 387), 9 Cdn Inf Bde had the assistanceof
27 Cdn Armd Regt. The crmour was acllotted these tesks:

(a) "B"™ Squadron, 27 Cdn Armd Regt would concentrate
in the area of Mittelsten Borgum (7710) and await
orders to be ferried across the obstecle,

(b) mA" & "C®" Squadrons, 27 Cdn Armd Regt were to take
positions on the west bank of the Ems and south
bank of the Leda rivers and would give direct
support to the assaulting troops.

(Ibid)

390, The bridging and rafting programme is of particular
interest. A Class 40 bridge would be constructed after dark at -
the ferry site north of Esklum (8013). Three Class 4O rafts,
previously constructed at Langeniepe (7710), were to be floated
downstream to operate at the two ferry sites. One near the
proposed bridgesite (803133) north of Esklum, the other west of
Leerort (792137). 1In addition storm boat ferries would convey
jeeps and the battalion enti-tank guns across the water, Each
battalion was allotted four storm boats for this purpose. The
heavier equipments, such as the guns of 94 Cdn A.Tk Bty and the
heavy mortars of two platoons of C.H. of 0. (M.G.), were to be
allotted to the forward battalions as soon as a bridge was com-
pleted. H hour for the attack was set for high tide on the
afternoon of 28 LApr and would be made known by the code word
"WHISKY". (Ibid, paras 6-10 inclusive; paras 12-15 incl)

391, It is now necessary to review the activities of

7 Cdn Inf Bde for the past twenty-four hours, meinly because

1t was Brigadier Gibson's (Lt-Col Gregory was, in fact, ascting
Brigade commander at the time) task to clear the south bank of
the Leda River. The Polish troops which had been operating in
this area hed been swung over to the east, leaving several small
pockets of enemy along the river bank, It was against these that
the commander of the rifle brigade now turned his attention.
Shortly efter midday, 26 Apr, R. Wpg Rif and Regina Rif settled
once more within the German border to occupy concentration areas

"% 20 storm boats instead of 30.
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north of Flachsmeer (8102). Here the two units carried out some
intensive house clearing. Meanwhile, (on 26 Lpr) 1 C. Scot R.
had attacked and secured the riverside hamlet of Kloster Mudhe
(7812), from which the Scottish went on to occupy Esklum (8013)
by 1630 hours. According to the brigade's war diary, the
situation at Esklum (8013) was quiet,

However, this state of happiness did not last for any
length of time for the Boche suddenly decided to stage
a counter-attack in the form of an assault with boats
from the North bank (i.c. Leer side) of the Leda River.

(w.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, 26 Apr L5)

This attack was quickly broken up by fire from the guns of 12
Cdn Fd Regt. 1 C. Scot R. then procceded to swecep along the
south bank of the water barrier. While this was going on R.
Wpg Rif were put on short noticc to occupy Ihrhove (8008) early
on the following day in order to set up a marshalling area for
the assaulting troops of 9 Cdn Inf Bde. (Ibid)

392, Throughout the night 26/27 Apr, Lt-Col Henderson's
men consolidated their gains and even exploited eastwards to
seize the village of Heercnborg (8112). By 0500 hours thirty
prisoners had been taken and over threé hundred mines lifted.
Shortly after first light the brigade commander ordered 1 C,
Scor R. to secure the rosd leading from Thrhove (which was now
Ccontrolled by R. Wpg Rif) to the river,

The 1 C. Scot R. acting on these orders sent out a
recce party to the area first, then occupied the
position around 1800 hours. From the start it was not
exactly a health resort - Jerry laced them with arty,
mor tars and M.G, fire and ot approx 1900 hrs counter-
attacked the coy there from the NE., Tanks from the
Polish Lrmd Div who ere in this erea were rushed to
the scene, and in conjunction with "D" Coy 1 C. Scot
R. repelled the sttack. Even ot that our cesualties
were not light. :

(W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, 27 Lipr 45)

393. The trouble in this sector was gredually overcone
and the divisional flsank nmade secure, although no firm contact
could be established with 1 Pol Lrmd Div on the right. On the
morning of 28 Apr arrangements were made to allow Nth N.S. Highrs
to concentrate at Esklum in preparation for the assault across
the river. This according to the Brigade's war diery

s smecant that two coys of the 1 C. Scot R. were forced
to pull back, However the nove was comnpleted satisfac-
torily with no undue excitement. Trouble was caused
by some German civiliens in the 1 C. Scot R. area so
the peoples of all the towns there were evacuated some
miles to the SOUTH.

(Ibid, 28 Lpr 45)

- R REE—— !
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THE ASSAULT AGAINST LEER BY 9 CDN INF BDE,
28 APR L5%

394. The operation, known by the codeword "DUCK", was
to be launched in daylight. Lt-Gen Simonds' headquarters had
insisted that the bridgehead be firm by last light, so that the
engineers could start building a bridge. The daylight assault
necessitated a powerful supporting programme*¥* to neutralize

the enemy's observed fire. This had already been arranged as
well as a smoke screen to cover our approach., Leer is situated
at the confluence of the Ems and Leda rivers and covers the
roads to the famous naval base at Emden (6470). The town itself
is well protected by water on three sides and marshy ground on
the north. Other than by boat, it could not be approached, since
all bridges leading to it had been demolished. An official
account of operation states:

An opposed landing was anticipated, as air photographs
showed weapon slits dug along the dykes surrounding
the Leer peninsula.... The Ems is a tidal river, at
this point about 300-350 yards wide, The assault in
storm boats could only be made during the period of
"Slack Water", Suitable landing sites were only
available at high tide.

(AEF: L4L5/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket I, folio 1; Memorandum
No. 13, Memo of Interviews
with Brigadier J.M. Rocking-
ham, D,S.0., Comd 9 Cdn Inf
Bde and other officers,

given to Hist Offr, 3 Cdn

Inf Div, 4 May L4L5; Operation
n"DUCK" )

395. The hour of high and low tide were ascertained
with considerable patience by the intelligence officer of S.D.
& G, Highrs, who spent some twenty-four hours observing the
river. H. Hour was finally set for 1500 hours 28 Apr; at that
time the tide would be high and, with a certain amount of good
fortune, the brigade could cross and secure the lodgment by
nightfall, (Ibid)

396. The afternoon of 28 Apr was sunny and clear enough
that "Qur close support aircraft were able to attack Leer in the
initiel softening up stage™. (Ibid). Then at 1425 hours the
artillery programme commenced. The concentrations were fired

in excellent fashion and one burst after another was seen to land
along the dykes amongst the enemy's entrenchments. Added to this
a "Pepper Pot" shoot, co-ordinated by Lt-Col R.M. Ross (C.O.

C.H. of 0. (M.G.)), saturated the assault area and did much {o
keep the enemy's heads below ground level. At the various
embarkation points, the troops awaited the signal: once it was
given the soldiers launched the boats, loaded up, and sailed off
for the enemy's shore, (Ibid, also W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde and
units, 28 Apr L45)

% Particular reference should be made to meps G,.S.G.S., 441L
1:25,000 Sheets 2810 - Weener, 2710 - Leer, 2711 - Nortmcor;
also Appx "C",

#% This included support from 84 Gp R.A.F.
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397. On the right the Nth N.S. Highrs attack was led
by "D" Coy whosc first task was to capture the long point of
land guarding the approaches to Leer from the south. This
crossing was no easy problem for the enemy's positions were so
close that our guns and mortars could not effectively engage
them. Furthermore, the artillery and mortar smoke plan on this
flank could not be carricd out because of the strong breezes.
In order to aid his assault, therefore, the company commender
employed his 2" mortars to fire smoke bombs and made arrange-
ments with 1 C. Scot R. to have all available small arms fire
brought to bear on the enemy positions, This fire, in addition
to that of a platoon of machine guns of C.H. of 0., (M.G.), was
calculated to dominate the north bank of the Leda and thus ensure
a safe passage for the attacking troops. (AEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf
Bde/C/D, Docket I, Memorandum and Docket II, Account of the
battle of Leer, "D" Coy No. 13, op c¢it, also W,D., Nth N.S,
Highrs, 28 Apr 45). "D" Coy then was responsible for the
brigaede's right flank, Later, after the centre and left-hand
battalions had consolidated the remainder of Nth N.S. Highrs
would cross to the area east of Leerort and advance with "A",
"B" and "C" Coys abreast to clear the main built-up portion of
Leer. (Ibid, 27 Apr 45)

398. At H. minus five minutes, while the Allied guns
harmered the outskirts of Leer, the officer commanding "D" Coy
Nth N.S, Tighrs waved his hand in signal and his two forward
platoons each with three boats moved over the crest of the dyke.
An eye-witness hes said:

It was a good show to see, thesc boats being hauled
very quickly over the dyke and along & 30 yard watery
marsh and touching the water at the same time.
(Account of the battle for Leer; op cit, 28 Apr 45)

Despite the strong current the platoons touched down without
mishap and one section of each at once took up a fire position.
Taken completely by surprise, the encny was still in his slit
trenches when "D" Coy charged in to capture about thirty prisoners,
three machine guns intact, end various other equipments. The
company commender then ordered his reserve platoon to cross.
The infantry moved with enthusiesm and speed from one dugout to
another, capturing more prisoners and killing those who were
reluctant to give in. Within half an hour of landing "D" Coy
had consolidated and hed added to their booty four 20-rm guns
which the enemy had sited on the dykes, (Ibid & W.D., Nth N.S.
Highrs, 28 Apr 45)

399. Ir the meantime the centre and left-hand efforts
of H.L,I. of C. and 3.D. & G. Highrs had also met with success.
H.L.I. of C., having embarked at Langeniepe (7710) in order,
#D", "C" and "A" Coys sallied forth:

The power driven storm boats brought them down strean
where they beached et 1515 hours., The landing was
happily unopposed as the flotilla was an easy target.
Unforescen circumstances had delayed the landing, thus
depriving it of the timed artillery fire plan. However,
artillery and nmortar fire was repeated as well as
additional smoke to cover the approach, "D" Coy landed
on the right, C Coy in the cecntre and A Coy landed on
the left. B Coy assembled at 782119 from whence they
were carried by storm boats to assist in comsolidating
and expanding the beachhead. (AEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket I, Memorandum No. 13, op cit)
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Oprosition was not stiff and after the companies had formed up
the attack continued. towards the town's edge without much inter-
ference, (W,D., H.L.I. of C., 28 Apr 45)

400, The S.D. & G, Highrs attacking on the left were
not as lucky as the others. Asseulting with "C" Coy on the right
and "A" Coy on the left, the first wave crossed successfully
although the enemy "reacted with considerable violence™ once

the troops were on shore. The second wave ("D" Coy right, "B"
left), however, was subjected to terrific fire while still on
the water and three of the boats saik. One was fortunately near
the river bank, but the other two, full of soldiers weighted
down with battle equipment, vanished and were not seen again.
(W.D., S.D. & G. Highrs, 28 Apr 45). The fighting on land was
quite heavy, the enemy being especially active on the left of
Lt-Col N.M. Germell's battalion. Nevertheless, the battle sw
repidly in favour of the Canadians and at 1630 hours the 3
brigade commander ordered the remainder of Nth N.S, Highrs to
cross the Leda River from Esklum. Within thirty ninutes "A"™ Coy
Nth N,S., Highrs was on the way over. (Account of the battle

for Leer, op cit, "A"™ Company)

401, wAm . wBM and "C" Coys of Nth N.S. Highrs hed
landed in succession by 1830 hours (28 Lpr) cnd moved forward

to pass through H.L.I. of C. "C" Coy on the right found the
causeway to the island unguarded and quickly rushed over to clear
that area. While "A"™ and "B" Coys pressed on north-eastwards

to secure the built-up portion.of the town immediately north of
the island, the S.,D. & G. Highrs, having edged in from the west,
sent 1ts mCn & "D" Coys directly to the north, thus safeguarding
the brigede's left flank, (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 28
Apr 45, serials 29, 41; also W.Ds., S.D. & G. Highrs and Nth
N.S. Highrs, 28 Apr 45). Late that cvening, after Nth N.S.
Highrs had cleared their allotted section, H.L.I. of C. was
ordered to pass two companies through towards the line of the
railway. At about the same time, "D" Coy of Nth N,S. Highrs
(which had taken part in the first wave of the attack) relin-
quished its responsibility on the southern flank to join the
rest of the battalion in Leer. The southern approaches were
turned over to a company of C.H. of 0. (M.G.). (lLccount of the
battle for Leer, op cit, "D" Coy; also W.Ds., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde
and units, 28 Apr L5; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 28

Apr L5, serials L3, L)

402, Throughout the night of 28/29 Lpr a great deal of
confused fighting took place;

The enemy took advantage of his local knowledge and at
times fought with the grea®est dash and bravery. Our
positions were not clearly defined and great care had
to be taken to avoid shooting friendly troops.

(LAEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D
Docket I; Menorandum NO. 1§,.

op cit)

Lt-Col R.D. Hodgins' men soon realized that house-to-house
fighting at night is a costly business; es a result of this, and
because of infiltration against Nth II.S. Highrs, clearing opera-
tions were called off until daylight. (Ibid, also 3 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log; op cit, 29 Apr 45, serial 2; also W.D., H.L.I. of C,,
29 ALpr L5
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LO3. At first light the fight was taken up once more,
With snipers and isolated posts forming the main opposition,

it took H.,L.I. of C. until 1630 hours before the objectives along
the railway line were reached. It was time again for Nth N.S.
Highrs to move forward., ILt-Col D.,F. Forbes' battalion went past
H.L.I. of C., end (using H.L.I. of C's position as a firm base)
swung to the south with its left flank along the railway to
occupy the ground bounded on the cast by the railway and on the
south by the Leda River. (W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

29 Apr L45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 29 lipr 45, serials
10, 33, 23, 28)

LOL , The task of 9 Cdn Inf Bde in operation "DUCK"

was thus accomplished. On the left S.D. & G. Highrs were firmly
astride the main road leading west from Leer, and facing north,

In the centre H,L.I. of C. was secure in the north-eastern portion
of the town, presenting a solid northern flank, eand consolidated
to the east up to the rcilroed, was well situated to go_to the
north or east. On the right Nth N.S. Highrs now faced cast

along the track from the H.L.I. of C's right flank down to the
main railway bridge over the Leda. (W.,D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, -
29 Apr L4L5). In view of the results, the costs to Brigodier
Rockingham's battalions had not been overly heavy. Total 70
casualties amounted to fifty-nine all ranks, killed, wounded

and missing. (AEF: 45/ n Inf Bde, Memorandum No, 13, op cit)

LO5, The build-up which was to have been cerried out
by ferries and rafts until the proper bridge was ready had not
come up to expectations.

Two class 4O and two class 9 ferries were established
across the EMS, while one class 40 was established

across the LEDA. Despite untiring efforts on the part

of the RCE personnel running these ferries, less was
carried over than anticipated. Wwind, tide, breaking
approaches and engine trouble¢ were the chief difficulties,

(Ibid)

Up until 1700 hours 29 Lpr only twenty-four vehicles had been
ferried over. Some storm boats capsized, including one con-
teining @ jeep. The task of ferrying the tanks proved to be
rost idfficult and only three found their way to the other bank.
(Ibid, para 11)

406, Like every operation of this size, the attack by
9 Cdn Inf Bde produced its valuable lessons. Two extrenes
appear in this operation; as the official account states: "An
unopposed landing with no casualties and an opposed landing with
many casualtiesm, (Ibid). Any snch marked contrast is always
worth noting for future reference in the study of operations.
While the first offered no lessons, the second bore examinetion,
for some 20 soldiers had vanished into the rurky depths of the
Ens, All these had on life-belts and their equipment had been
worn correctly so thet in an emergency the man had only to un-
buckle his weist belt to free himself from his heavy assault
gear. It could only be presumed thet many o»f those who perished
had been struck by the eneny's fire before they reached the water.
Another lesson well brought out was that in order to maintain
the momentum of an asttack at night in a built-up arez the
strictest control should be imposed; specified units must work
within carefully selected boundaries and the closest liaison
nust prevail between adjoining units. Last, but certainly not
least of all, there was the adninistrative factor. 1In any
operation across a tidel river, the administrotive problems nust
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be thoroughly apprecisted. Those concerned nust make a con-
servative estinate of the ceopabilities of the raft and ferry
services over which the initial build-up will travel, so that
the force of the attack does not lag for want of supply or close
support. (Ibid, paras 13-1k)

LO7. The capture of the town of Leer opened the way
to the north. Ahead lay the towns of Emden and Aurich (8341)
and the great naval base of Wilhemshaven, but, before any cone
plete break-out could be corried out, the bridgehead had to be
enlarged to the east. Once this was done, Maj-Gon Keefler's
men could turn again towards the northern coast and the Polish
armour would be eble to push through to Wilhemshaven. This job
of enlarging present holdings was given to 7 Cdn Inf Bde. '
(Ibid, w.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Apr 45;
elso W.D., G.S., H,Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 29 Apr 45)

7 CDN INF BDE CROSSES THE LED. RIVER, 29 APR 45%

408, 9 Cdn Inf Bde's operetion had been satisfactory
enough on the morning of 29 Apr to allow Brigadier Gibson's
forward battalion to start nmoving across the river. As the
bridge was not quite ready, it was decided to get Regina Rif
over by using storm boats. It-Ccl Gregory's four rifle companies
were across the Lede by midday and immediately marched on to
thelr forming up places in H,L.I. of C's area west of the rail-
road. (W.D., Regina Rif, 29 Apr 45). A great deal depended on
the time at which the bridge would be finished; the engineers
toiled continuously under severe shelling and cgainst the chang-
ing tide until eventually at about 1900 hours the structure was
ready. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op oit, 29 Apr 45, serials 3, 6,
26, 30)., Naturally the first vehlcles to cross were those of

9 Cdn Inf Bde, for Brigndier Rockinghen's battalions had not yet
colleoted all their supporting arms. Then, as 7 Cdn Inf Bde

War Diary relates:

The word was given to our bns toc get cracking - Regina
Rif vehs were first on the priority list, followed

by the R. Wpg Rif and finelly 1 C. Scot R. The bde
less bde HQ was across by 2100 hrs.

(W.D., H.Q. 7 Cén Inf
Bde, 29 Apr L5)

Meanwhlle the Reginas, long settled within the town and awaiting
the order to attack, had been subjected to some heavy nmortering.
As the brigade's diarist notes

The only thing they could do was to dig deeper and
keep ducking.

(Ibid)

L09. 7 Cdn Inf Bde's attack was to start at 2130

hours, preceded by half an hour's intensé¢ artillery bombardment.
The effort was to ccnsist of four phases. In the first Regina
Rif, with under commend a platoon of mediun nmechine guns (C.H.

of 0. (M.G.)) and supportcd by & troop »of tanks fronm "C" San

27 Cdn Armd Regt and e half squadron of crocodiles ("A"™ Sqn 141
R.A.C.), was to capture the area (beyond the railway) irmediately

# Reference maps as for para 395. See also Appx "C".
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west and south of Julienen Park (8216)., In the second phase

R« Wpg Rif, also with medium machine guns under command but with
the added support of "A" Sqn 7 Cdn Recce Regt, would clear
along the road to Loga (8315).to secure Julianen Park and all
the ground north of the road up to and including the line of
the railway and as far east as the castern edges of the small
woods north of Loga (8315). In this phase the reconnaissance
squadron would be used to take over and thus safeguard the
northern flank along the bend of the railway after its capture
by the infantry. The next phase called for the ecssault on Loga
by 1 C. Scot R. from the R. Wpg Rif area, The last phase re-
quired R. Wpg Rif (on the northern flank) to exploit along the
line of the railway and consolidate north-cast of Loga while on
the right the Reginas swung southwards to clear down to the
banks of the Leda River. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, April 1945,
Appx 10, 7 Cdn Inf Bde 0.0. No. 2, 28 Apr 4L5)

410, As soon as the artillery fire plan started "B"
and "C" Coys (Reglna Rif) were ordered to move up to the line
of the railway, which represented the battalion's start line.
It seemed, however, that 9 Cdn Inf Bde had not established full
control in this area, for the Reginas met unexpected opposition
while still 400 yards west of the railway. "C" Coy especially
was heavily engaged and it all resulted in considerable delay.
Finally the situation was adjusted, enabling all four companies

- to move on without further interference. By 0030 hours 30 Apr

Lt-Col Gregory's men had seized all their objectives. (W.D.,
H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, Regina Rif, 29 Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div

Ops Log, op cit, 29 Apr 45, serial 54, 30 Apr 45, serial 2).

The R. Wpg Rif's attack which followed at 0200 hours was

equally uneventful except for some light shelling, and by 0615
hours the situation was well enough in hand to allow the Scottish
to begin their assault on Loga. 1 C. Scot R. advanced at 0700
hours. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde; 1 C. Scot R., 30 Apr 45)

LAl Led by "A" and "C" Coys the Scottish thrust into
the rubble piles of Loga, meeting only scattered opposition but
taking quite a number of prisoners. It took the troops about

two and a half hours to complete a thorough sweecp of the area,
whereupon the battalion laid on its contact patrols and settled -
down to consolidate., (W.D., 1 C. Scot R., 30 Apr 45). Meanwhile,
at Brigade Headquarters it had been apprcciated that the enemy
was definitely on the run and, even while 1 C. Scot R, was still
mopping up in Loga, the brigade commander had ordered R. Wpg Rif
to go ahead with the last phase of the operation. (W.D., R. Wpg
Rif, 30 Apr 45). The Winnipeg's effort was most successful.
Leaving the squadron of 7 Cdn Rccce Regt to line the railway and
protect the northern flank, the infantry moved, pacing the
Scottish attack on Loga, and by 0930 hours were well-positioned
directly north of Ioga, with strong patrols probing towards
Logabirum. (Ibid, a&lso W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 30 Apr L45)

412, At this time (0930 hours) our affeirs on the left
were in such good order that the Reginas were sent in to do
their part of the fourth phasec. This involved an attack by "B"
and "D" Coys on the left and right respectively. When it began
no one anticipated much opposition, according to an official
account.

Information re enemy in this area was NIL, but in view
of the light opposition encountered by our Bde generally,
NO one, least of ell the comds of either "B" or "D"

Coys figured on any sort of a fight. This was to be

the usual methodical check-up on houses in the area for
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hidden and scared PsW. Each Coy had under comd 1 Sec
of WASPS and 1 Sec of Pioneers for booby traps and mine
clearing plus 1 6 pr a tk gun.

(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F
Docket VI, Folio 13, Battle
Narrative 1lst Bn The Regina
Rifle Regiment, 29-30 Apr 45)

The enemy had no intention of giving up without a fight, however,
and as soon as the Canadian infantry appeered met them with
intense small arms fire (ibid).

413, The supporting Wasps were immediately brought into
play and the initial result was satisfactory for twenty-five
prisoners fell into our hands. Most of the resistance came from
the barracks area (8214). There a good number of well-sited
machine gunners and snipers were, so prisoners reported, ready
to fight to a finish., Aided by their six-pounder anti-tank guns
and by the hard-working flamethrowc:rs, the¢ two Regina compenies
fought all morning from house to house, By 1300 hours, however,
most of the enemy had been either killed or captured, with the
exception of one strong point. There, according to the battle
narrative:

++othe enemy had set up a fortress defence by manning
both the basement end upstairs sandbagged windows

with machine guns and PANZERFAUST. The Wasps were too
vulnerable to this overhead fire to be successfully
committed against this point nor could a good shot be
got at it with the A. tk gun....

(Ibid)

Tanks would have proved useful at this stage but, until some
arrived, improvised methods had to be adopted. The answer was
soon found; PIATs were employed 2gainst the strong point at
short range and the explosions of the hollow charges soon set
the place afire., There was little else the enemy could do then
but capitulate, One officer and thirty-four German soldiers
surrendered here (ibid). This brought the total of prisoners
which the Reginas had taken to over 200, making a grand total
for the brigede cf over five hundred prisoners. (W.D., H.Q. 7
Cdn Inf Bde, 30 Apr 45; 3 Cdn Inf Div Intelligence Summaries
op cit, Tsum Nos 129 and 130, 2 May L45)

L1k, Meanwhile, as 7 Cdn Inf Bde consolidated the newly
won ground east of Leer, Brigadicr Rockingham's battalions had
ventured northwards to enlerge the lodgment., On the left S.D.

& G, Highrs moved freely up the dvke road bordering the eest
bank of the Ems River. The Glengarrians met no opposition but
captured many prisoners. (Ibid). In this advance Lt-Col N.M.
Gemmell, D,.S,0., had the @ssSistance of "B" Squadron of 7 Cdn
Recce Regt, which Tforged on ahead during the late afternoon to
see whether any good bridges existed on the northern routes,

At 2000 hours the reconnaissance men reported that they were at
Thedingaer Vorwerk (7819), that the roed up to that point was
clear of obstruction, and that all the bridges over the creeks
which flowed eastwards from the river were in good repair. It
1s worth noting that duvring thc move the reconnaissancc men took
over sixty prisoners. As night descended the infantry was
ordered to remain dug in on thc dyke road opposite Jemgum (7619)
while the recce squadron watched the recently acquired bridges
some 1500 yards further to the north. (wW.Ds., S.D. &.G. Highrs,
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30 Apr 45, 7 Cdn Recce Regt, 30 Apr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops
1og, O cit: 30 Apr 45, serial 69; also AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F
Docke® VI, Special Report No. 42, Battle Narrative 7 Cdn Recce
Regt, 15 Jun 45)

4L15. In the centre of 9 Cdn Inf Bde's sector H,L.I.
of C., moving along the road to Nuttermoor (8018) since first
light, was not able to report such an easy advance as its
flanking neighbours. As the War Diary reads:

nA" Coy ran into the enemy in considerable strength
and put on a classic demonstration of Inf and tank
taotics. The Inf edged forward in front of the tanks
and the armour blasted enemy posns with HE and AP,

(W.Ded B 3T of 85,
30 Apr 45)

However, once this opposition was cleared, there was little else
to do, Lt-Col Hodgins therefore leapfrogged his sub-units along
the battalion centre line and "C" Coy reached the outskirts of
Nuttermoor {3018) by last light. With their task completed,
H.,L.I. of C, firmed up and sat tight in widely separated but well
chosen company strongholds on the Leer-Nuttermoor road, (Ibid) -

416, On Brigadier Rockingham's right flank the Nth
N.S. Highrs spent an uneventful afternoon.

The Battalion advanced quickly meeting little opposi-
tion except for the odd sniper and schmeisser fire.

(W.D., Nth N.S. Highrs,
30 Apr 45)

"Cc" Coy took over fifty pris>ners without suffering any casualties
itself while "B" Coy gathered up another fifteen. The main job
was a sweep through the village of Heisfelde (8117) and the woods
to the north. Accomplishing this in quick order, the unit con-
solidated around Heisfelde for the night. (Ibid)

1 POL ARMD DIV PASSES THROUGH TO THE
NORTH-EAST, 30 APR L45%

L17. Thus, by the late afternoon of 30 Apr, Maj-Gen
Keefler held a lodgment area sufficiently large to allow Lt-Gen
Simonds to go ahead with his plans for pushing 1 Pol Armd Div
through towards the naval base at Wilhelmshaven. The opportunity
for large-scale exploitation had arrived and the Commander of

2 Cdn Corps did not lose time in seizing it. Lt-Gen Simonds

now ordered Maj-Gen Maczek to pass one of his Polish battle
groups through the newly won bridgchead to thrust north-eastwards
towards the German naval bastion., At the same time he directed
that 3 Cdn Inf Div continue the advance on Emden and Aurich,
(W.D., G.S,, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 30 Apr 45, 2 Cdn Corps Weekly
Summary of Ops, op cit, 29 Apr - 5 May 45). 10 Pol Armd Bde Gp
crossed the Le&a‘ﬁiver at about midday (30 Apr). 2 Pol Lrmd
Regt led the way and by nightfall had its forward elements
astride the road (8719) north-east of Brunn (8618)., At that time
1l Pol Armd Regt was at Logabirum awaiting its turn to advance,

% Reference maps as for para 395.
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Ma j-Gen Maczek's infantry was still heavily committed in the
regions of Bollingen (9604) and Stickhausen (9313). (2 Cdn Corps
Ops Log, op cit, 1 May 45, serial 2; also AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/H;
Dockgt 1%1, Z Cdn Corps Sitreps, May 1945 - Sitrep No. 600, dated
01022458

THE ADVANCE ON EMDEN AND AURICH BY 3 CDN INF DIV,
1-4 MAY L5%

L18. Having allowed the Polish armoured brigade group
to pass through on 30 Apr, 3 Cdn Inf Div was about to take up a
new task. On the morning of 1 May 9 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered

to establish itself in the area Terborg (7722) - Veenhusen (8121)
by last light and to clear the community of Neermoor (8023), if
time permitted, on thet day. At that time 7 Cdn Inf Bde was
continuing the process of firming up in the vicinity of Loga
(8315) while Brigadier J..A. Roberts battalions still remained in
concentration west of the Ems River. Traffic having become very
heavy over the bridge south of Leer, it dld not seem possible
that Maj-Gen Keefler's entire formastion would be able to concen-
trate for its ndvance on Emden and Aurich until the engineers of
2 Cdn Corvs finished their work on the long bridge west of Leer.
The completion of this structure was expected to take place at
2359 hours 1 May. (AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/H; Docket V, Liaison
Officers Reports, May 1945, G. Ops 2 Cdn Corps; 011000B, para 5)

L19, Throughout 1 May 9 Cdn Inf Bde did little except
patrol northward, it was a tedious business for the e¢nemy had
cratered the roeds in numerous places and distributed his mines
carefully. Nevertheless, the infantrymen went eabout the task of
finding new routes and collecting the odd German straggler, LAt
the end of the day el1 three units had mede good advances to
occupy Terborg (7622) with S.D. & G. Highrs, Neermoor (8027) with
N.S. Highrs, and Veenhusen (8021) with H.L.I. of C. (W.Ds., H.Q.
9 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 1 Mey 45). New orders were then issued;
the brigade was to form mobile groups consisting of infantry,
engineers, tanks and reconnaissance elements, and would strike
northwards to open the routes to Aurich and Emden. (Ibid)

420, Of the other two brigades, only Brigedier Gibson's
men had been busy. Their activities were mainly due to the fact
that the Poles had passed on through to the north-east and reached
the towns of Hesel (9023) and Holtland (8920) without much
trouble. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, op cit, 1 May 45, serials 11, 13).
The corps commander felt that these areas must now be taken over
at the earliest moment in order to free the Poles for further
advances; as a res.ult Maj-Gen Keefler was ordered to move some

of his troops to relieve Maj-Gen Maczek's men north of Hesel
(9023). This task fell to R. Wpg Rif, which was already widely
deployed near Loga after taking over some of 1 C. Scot R.'s area
when that unit had moved into 9 Cdn Inf Bde's sector north of
Leer. Nevertheless during the late afternoon R. Wpg Rif and one
squadron of 27 Cdn Armd Regt set out to occupy Holtland (8920)

and Brinkum (8819). The Loga sector passed to the control of

C.H. of 0. (M.G.), who had on previous occasions demonstrated

¥ Reference maps: G.S,G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland - Western
Germany 1:25,000 Sheets 2610 - Neermoor,
2611 - Hesel, 2510 - Aurich, 2710 - Leer,
2711 - Nortmoor, 2511 Holtrop; also Appx "C".
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their ability to carry out a plain infantry role as efficiently
as their normal one. (W.Ds., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

C.H, of 0. (M.G.), 1 May 45). The "Winnipegs" groups were in
position at Holtland and Brinkum (8819) by 1900 hours end half
an hour later N. Shore R., who had come under Brigadier Gibson's
command earlier, reported that it was in occupation at Hesel
(9023). (W.Ds., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, R. Wpg Rif, N. Shore R.,

1 May 45). Meanwhile the Reginas, who had been sent west to take
over the areas vacated by 9 Cdn Inf Bde, had settled at Nutter-
moor (7918) with "A" Sgn 7 Cdn Recce Regt and 4 Cdn A.Tk Bty in
attendance on the flanks left open by Brigadier Rockingham's
advance., (W.D,, H.Q., 7 Cdn Inf Bde, and Regina Rif, 7 Cdn Recce
Regt, 1 May 45)

421, The readjustments in position, however, were but
a prelude to more important events, and on thc evening of 1 May
fresh orders were issued to 3 Cdn Inf Div. The advance on Emden
and Aurich was about to begin. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 1
May L45). Simultaneous with the news of a fresh task came other
news of a startling yet joyous nature when the troops heard the
B.B.C. announcer tell the world that Adolph Hitler was dead.

To weary men who must go ahead on the morrow end again face
death this news gave more than a2 little encouragement, for it
meant that the end of the war might well be very close, (Ibid)

422, The details for the continuation of the advance
were given out to the brigades on the evening of 1 May. The
intention, as stated by Maj-Gen Keefler's headquarters, was to
capture Aurich. The task was to be carried out in three phases.
In the first, while 7 Cdn Inf Bde concentrated in the. large
woods (9223) east of Hesel, 8 Cdn Inf Bde would ococupy the areas
of Mitte-Grossefehn (8833), Schirum (8538) and Holtrop (8837).

4t the same time Brigadier Rockingham's battalions would sweep
forward on the left to establish a battalion group around
Oldersum (7325) - Tergast (7527) and secure the line Oldersum
(7325) - Simonswolde (7730) - road junction (8038). (W.D.,
G,S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, May 1945, Appx 2, 3 Cdn Inf Div Op
Instr No, 9, 2 May 45; also W,Ds., H.Q. 7, 8, 9 Cdn Inf Bdes

and units, 1-2 May 45). In the second phase 7 Cdn Inf Bde would
move through 8 Bde to settle in the area north-east of Lurich;
here Brigadier Gibson's troops were to prepare for a direct
assault on the divisional objective., At the same time 8 Cdn Inf
Bde was to cut the Aurich-Emden road and secure the brigade’'s
flanks., On the left 9 Cdn Inf Bde would conform by pivoting on
Oldersum (7325) and swinging its right nearer to Emden, (3 Cdn
Inf Div Ops Instr No. 9, 2 May 45, op cit, para L4)

423, The second phase is worth noting for its careful
allotment of supporting arms. It called for the special employ-
ment of C,H., of 0. (M.C.), 3 Cdn A.Tk Regt, and part of 7 Cdn
Recce Regt. One medium machine gun company was placed in support
of 9 Bde and another under command of the divisional anti-tank
unit. Each of 7 and 9 Brigades had a heavy mortar platoon to
assist it; Brigadier Roberts! formation had two heavy mortar.
platoons, The remainder of C,H., of 0. (M.G.) (with an anti
tank battery under command) had the the task of maintaining a
right flank guard while, beyond this outpost line to the east
and north, 7 Cdn Recce Regt would move along, destroying any
enenmy driven northwards from Aurich, In the third phase 7 Cdn
Inf Bde was to capture Lurich; 8 Bde would seal off the routes
westwards from the town while 9 Cdn Inf Bde moved up on the left
to screen Emden. For this phase each brigade was allotted one
squadron of 27 Cdn Armd Regt. "A"™ Sqgn of 141 R.A.C. (fleme-
thrower "crocodiles") would support the brigade. (Ibid) |
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L2L, In 8 Cdn Inf Bde's sector the activity on 2 May
was mainly confined to N. Shore¢ R.'s advance, which began at
about 1130 hours. The commanding officer had already sent his
carriers and elements of 7 Cdn Recce Regt to find a route over
the badly cretered roads. At 1200 hours the leading company
("B") contacted the reconnaissance unit at the bridge (915276)
south of Bagband (9128). A bridgehead was quickly established
by "B" Coy, which went on into the village, surprisingly enough,
with hardly a shot being fired. The other companies followed
with all possible speed and by 1600 hours the battalion was firm
on all its objectives around the road junction at Bagbemd. In
all, N. Shore R. took twenty-four prisoners. (3 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log, %ﬁ cit, 2 May 45, serial 20; W.D., N. Shore R., 2 May
45} In elr newly won positions the New Brunswick men waited
for R. de Chaud to pass through., Meanwhile, far to the right,
Lt-Col C.A., Baerman's reconnaissance cars had reached Neudorf
(0127). (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op c¢it, 2 May L5, serisl 60)

L25. R. de Chaud's first sub-units ("A" and "B" Coys)
went through the smell town of Bagband (9128) at 2115 hours 2
May. The advance was not hindered in any way and within five
hours the entire tattalion was consolideting at Ulbargen (8931)).
(Ibid, serial 62, 3 May 45, seriecl 4). All this time Q.O.R.

of C. had remained concentrated at Hesel (9023) awaiting the
orders to proceed northward. (W.D., Q.0.R. of C., 2 May 45).
Probably the best effort on this secctor was made by 7 Cdn Recce
Regt, whose "A" Sqn was in support of 8 Cdn Inf Bde. By noon

on 2 May the squadron had cleared Firrel (9426) and Schwerinsdorf
(9524) and secured the bridge (9127) over which the N, Shore R. -
had travelled to Bagband, besides aiding the infantry in its
sweep through Bagband (9128), (7 Cdn Recce Regt Special Report
No. 42, op cit, entry for 2 May L5)

426, Over on the left flank, "B" Sqn working with 9
Cdn Inf Bde was similarly active. In conjunction with strong
patrols from the highland battalions, the areas of Hatshausen
(8329), Oldersum (7426) and Rorichum (7625) were all explored,
but little was to be seen of the enemy. Contact was made with
Brigadier Roberts' men on the right early in the afternoon,
(Ibid, elso W.Ds., H.), 9 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 2 May 45).

BY the end of the day, 9 Cdn Inf Bde had H.L.I. of C, strung out
between Veenhusen (8121) and the main cr-ssroads (8525) in
Bock-Zeteler-Fehn (8/,26-8525), Nth N.S. Highrs were then deployed
along the road Neermoor (8023) - Hatshausen (8329), meanwhile
S.D. & G, Highrs had advanced its forward line of troops to the
village Rorichum (7425). (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, May 1945,

op cit, 2 May serial 69)

L27. The following norning was marked by a single
surprise (although of short duration) when a group of the enemy
sallied forth to counter-attack S.D. & G. Highrs., The attack
came in after a short mortar bombardment and was supported by
concentrated machine gun fire, For a brief time the area was
thick with shot and shell. The Canadian gunners, however,
pleyed havoc with the German infantry, which soon withdrew,
leaving behind twelve prisoners and meny dead., One of these
prisoners stated that the attacking force, which was 130 strong,
had moved to the battle from Tergest (7520). (3 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log, May 1945, op cit, 3 May 45, seriel 27; also W.D., S.D.
& G, Highrs, 3 May )« Although by mid-morning the front had
quietened considerably, there were no prospects of any rest for
the highlanders os new instructions called for the continuation
of the advance northward. +th N.S. Highrs were to take Timmel
(8630); E.L.I. of C. were to pess through and cut eastwards to
seize Ihlowerfehn (7934). Once H.L.I. of C. were firm there,
Nth N,S, Highrs would take up the task and press on to capture
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Riepe (7433). Meanwhile S.D. & G. Highrs would occupy Tergast
(7526) and Oldersum (7326) in turn. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
op cit, serial 27, as above)

L28., During the afternoon Nth N.S. Highrs moved forward
and crossed thecanal south of Timmel (8530) without interference.
By 1640 hours tow companies were in the village and the following
report was sent to Maj-Gen Keefler's headquarters,

Two coys in TIMMEL and two coys crossing ceanal at
84,29. Leading coy is well into the town and second
coy is ebout to go through to centre of town.... meny
felled trees and craters along rd to TIMMEL delayed
progress but are being cleared now.

(3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
May 1945, op cit, 3 May
L5, serial™4?2)

At this time the leading companies of H.L.I. of C. were moving
up to pass on once the North Novas were secure in the new
position. S.D. & G. Highrs, still being heavily shelled in
Rorichum (7425), had not changed positions. (Ibid)

L29., Further to the east 8 Cdn Inf Bde had been well
occupied and showed substantial gains for its efforts. N. Shore
R., having seized Strackholt (9330), passed control of this area
into the capable hands of 52 Cdn A.Tk Bty and returned to con-
centrate in Bagband (9128), where Q.0.,R, of C. had recently
arrived in preparation for their attack through R. de Chaud's
positions at Ulbargen (8931). (Ibid, 3 May 45, serials 20, 31,
35, 40). Lt-Col S.M. Lett's responsibility included the clearance
of Ostersander (8536) and Holtrop (8837), the line between these
two places being the start line for 7 Cdn Inf Bde's assault on
Aurich. The Queen's Own moved its "D® Coy over the bettalion's
start line at 1815 hours; it got as far as the bend in the road
(886347) above Mitte-Grossefehn (8933) before the enemy decided
to react. Here, according to an official account:

The leading platoon was pinned down by MG and SA fire
from both flanks. The flat terrain afforded no cover
and the coy was forced to remain in this position and
neutralize the enemy by fire,.

(AEF: 45/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket II - folio I, Day by
day account of operations,
Q.0.R. of C., 3 May 45)

The battalion commander immedistely called for artillery and
nortar support to cover his men while they dug in. No further
move forward was to be made until well alter dark. (Ibid)

430, Shortly after midnight Q.0.R. of C., moved on once
more, this time without trouble, for it appeared that the eneny
had withdrawn completely. Ostersander (8536) was entered and
patrols were dispatched towards Holtrop (8837). As the day
passed N. Shore R. was brought up to Ostersander (8536), whence
company groups travelled south-westwards to Westersander (8435)
and north towards Schirum (8538), (Ibid, ealso 3 Cdn Inf Div

Ops _Log, Eghcit, May 1945; 4 May 45, serials 3, 19, 37). Mecan-
while, on the left, R. de Chaud had cased its way forward from
Ulbargen (8931) to the next community along the main road, at

the same time maintaining contact with 9 Cdn Inf Bde troops north
of Timmel (8530). The situation in Brigadier Rockingham's sector
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had not altered nuch; the highlend troops were secure around
Tirmel (8530), still holding the region of Neermoor (8023) and
probing the approaches to Tergast (7527) on the extreme left,
Here, in the area occupied by S.D. & G. Highrs, the shelling,
which hed been so heavy for the past two days, had lessened
considerably. (W.Ds., H.G. 9 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 4 May 45;
also First Cdn fArmy Liaison Offrs Reports; op cit, Ney 1945,
502 (L) 2 Cdn Corps 041330B, pera L)

L31. For 7 Cdn Inf Bde the past forty-eight hours had
been quite uneventful., The rifle brigade noved into Staatsforst
Friedeburg on 3 May and remained there until 1500 hours on the
following day. At that tinmc receiving an order to move, R. Wpg
RIf travelled on to Holtrop (8837) and Regina Rif to Wrisse

9037) while 1 C. Scot R. took over Lurich-Oldendorf (9135).
W.DS., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 3 and L May 45)

L32. These last days had clso been ones of furious
activity for the divisional reconnaissance unit; its scout

cars could be seen on c¢very side road or track, guarding the
infantry's flank or probing the opposition, securing a bridge
here and there or guarding a vital point. On 3 lMay 7 Cdn Recce
Regt ("A" Sqn) in helping the Polish troops on the far right
overran two prisoner of war camps near Luricher Wiesmoor II
(9733). Then on 4 May "." Sqn occupied Wiesmoor (9935) and took
twenty prisoners. Later, on approaching the bridge (9840) south
of Wieseder-Meer (9942), one patrol of the reconnaissance men
had the bridge blown up "in thelr faces", yet another patrol
collected thirty-seven more prisoners. A" Sqn had by 1530
hours on 4 May not only thoroughly swept Maj-Gen Keefler's right
flank but had good obervation over a length of the Ems-Jade
canal (from 8839 to 9440 to 0033)., On the left the Sqn had

been equelly active in maintaining a firm reconnaissance line
some distance south of Schirum (8538) - Ludwigsdorf (8135).

(7 cdn Recce Regt - Special Report No. 42, *% cit; also W.D.,

7 Cdn Recce Regt 3-4 May 45; also 3 Cdn I DIV Ops Log, May
1945, op cit; May, serial 58 L May, serials 18, 20, 25, 40)

L33, Despite the fact that 3 Cdn Inf Div was fully
prepared to carry out its operations against Aurich and Emden,
there were signsby the evening of 3 May that our troops nmight

be spered any further action. It all began when Germen civilian
representatives in Aurich sent an envoy to 8 Cdn Inf Bde head-
quarters with the request that it be declared an open town,

At 2300 hours a German schoolmaster accompanied by a
Gernen Red Cross worker arrived in the R de Cheaud
lines and asked to be taken to the comdr. to discuss
the poss surrender of AURICH, MR 8341 Sheet 2510,

Lt COL Taschereau brought them to this HQ where they
met Brig J.A. Roberts., The civilian stated that the
civilian population and about 904 of the soldiers in
the area were willing to surrender but that the military
authorities would not allow it. Brig J.A. Roberts
decided that as it was an entirely military natter
concerning surrender there was nothing that he could
do sbout it unless the nilitary comd personally agreed.

(W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf
Bde, 3 May 45)

Brigadier Roberts elso informed the civilian envoy that he would
cease offensive action against Aurich until 1200 hours L4 May;
furthernore, he suggested that the nayor persuade the nilitery
authorities to surrender.
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It was agreed that if the plan was successful a
military representation would come out of AURICH under
a white flag before 1200 hrs to meet the Brig Comd who
would then accompany them back into the town to dis-
cuss the terms of surrender with the military comd.
The civ agreed to try and put the plan into effect.

(Ibid)

It has been seen, however, that the movement of the Canadian
troops forward was not stopped altogether. The battalions of
both 8 and 7 Brigades kept edging northward so that if Aurich
did not put up the white flag they would be in a position to
carry through their threat of a concentrated assault. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 7 and 8 Cdn Inf Bdes and units, 4 May 45)

1 POL. ARMD DIV'S OPERATIONS,
29 Apr - L May L5%

L3k, Once Maj-Gen Maczek had passed the responsibility of
the sector Holtland-Hesel to 3 Cdn Inf Div, the Polish commander
turned his attention to his new task of pushing on with all
possible speed towards Wilhemshaven. By that time, on the right,
3 Pol Inf Bde Gp had entered Stickhausen (9313) from the south
and gone on eastwards to secure Detern (9512) (2 Cdn Corps Ops
Log %B cit, May 1945; 1 May 45, serials 2, 11, 13, 18, 2 May 45,
serial 57, A little later it was reported that the Polish
armoured reconnaissance regiment, working ahead of 10 Pol Armd
Bde's main northern thrust, had reached the village of Remels
(0123) after a perilous journey over cratered roads and around
prepared demolitions at the several bridge-sites along the route.
(Ibid, also 1 May, serial 20). On the morning of 2 May, while
37Pol Inf Bde Gp sent strong patrols northwards from Detern
(9512) and eastwards to Bokel (0013), the armourcd group (on

the northern flank) regrouped behind its armoured reconnaissance
screen, which reported some of its troops as far forward as
Meiners-fehn (0724) and past Grossander (0422), (Ibid, 2 May 45,
serial 22)., There was little activity on the Polish sector for
the remainder of the day. Obstacles of various types and sizes
abounded on the routes, and it was at one of these that the
armoured reconnaissance unit lost five tanks to a well concealed
anti-tank gun firing from the flank. To the south around Bokel
(0013) the infantry group was occupied in overrunning the rapidly
weakening opposition, (Ibid, 3 May 45, serial 5)

135, By 1000 hours on 3 May, Bokel (0013) was clear; most
of the craterson the road through the place had been filled by
the energetic Polish engincers and two companies of infantry
were firm in the village. (Ibid, 3 May 45, serial 12). Further
to the north-east opposition was disappearing fast, The Polish
motor battalion supported by tanks of 2 Pol Armd Regt reached
the larger centre at Westerstede (1218) during the afternoon and
later contacted a patrol of the Roysl Canadian Dragoons,*¥

% Reference maps: G,S.G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland - Western
Germany 1:25,000 Sheets 2711 - Nortmoor,
2712 - Apen, 2812 - Barssel, 2713 - Wester-
stede, 2612 - Remels, 2611 - Hesel, 2613 -
Neuenburg; also Appx "E".

%% 1 Cdn Armd C, Regt operating with 2 Cdn Armd Bde under
command 4 Cdn Armd Div.
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Another contact was established later in the evening by 3 Pol
Inf Bde Gp with troops of 4 Cdn Armd Div south of Apen (O0413).
As darkness descended other gains were reported, 1 Pol Armd
Regt entered Halsbek (1224) and took up defensive positions
there while one of its squadrons swung first south-eastwards
then to the north to occupy the area of Bredehorn (1526), (Ibid,
3 May 45, serials 24, 26; L May 45, serial 6)

436, Ma j-Gen Maczek's sector was clearly not one of choice
for an armoured division. There was not an adequate amount of
ground solid enough for armoured manoeuvre and the roads began \
to disappear fast under the weight of the heavy tanks. By the ,
evening of 3 May all engineer resources of the division had been
put to work on the roads to recondition them so that the tanks
might pass on to the east. (First Cdn Army Liaison Offrs

Reports, op cit, May 1945; 031700B, SO 2, Liaison, 2 Cdn Corps).
The intention Then was to establish a firm base of operations

at Westerstede (1218) with 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp and to pass the rest
of the armour through Moorburg to the north-west.(ibid).

L37. The night of 3/4 May was taken up by a series of re-
groupings and concentrations. It has been seen that Maj-Gen
Maczek's right flank was now secure for some distance ahead,

the contacts made with 4 Cdn Armd Div proved that; and this
implied that the Poles would now shift the weight of their attack
northwards, Bridges on the main roads were speedily erected

over the craters and the Polish field artillery regiments brought
forward into a gun area between Eggeloge (1323) and Grafenfeld
(1523) (2 cdn Corps Ops Log, op cit, May 1945; 5 May 45, serial 6).
Meanwhile 10 Pol Armd Recce Regt plodded on up the main road’
past the road junction (1528) south of Grabstederfeld (1629),

but only to be stopped by a group of Germans who were in well

dug positions south of. Linderner Busch (1530). The armoured
brigade group attempted vigorously to overcome this resistance,
but the craters and other obstacles proved too much for the un-
wieldy tanks. As in many other instances in the past, the
offensive was held up while additional artillery support was
brought up to blast a way through. This took up considerable
time but, by the night of 4 May, 11 Cdn Army Fd Regt, 53 Pol Med
Regt and 1 Cdn Med Regt had arrived to participate in the attack,
(Ibid). 1In preparation for his fresh thrust, Maj-Gen Maczek®
ordered an extensive programme of patrolling. While this was
being carried out, however, important messages began to arrive

at the Polish and other headquarters indicating that the guns

and tanks might be robbed of a last chance to engage the 0ld
enemy (ibid). (AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/F Docket I, Folio 3, 2

Cdn Corps Summary of Ops and Activities, 29 Apr - 5 May 45)

-.¥ Maj-Gen K. Rudnicki had (since 2 May) been appointed to
command 1 Pol Armd Div and Maj-Gen Maczek had been appointed
to command a Polish Corps. This change did not take place
however until much later. (W.D., G.0.C.-in-C., 2 May 45)
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OPERATIONS OF L4 CDN ARMD DIV, 20 APR - 4 MLY L5%

The Enlargcment of the Kusten Bridgehead

by 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 20-ak LAPTr L5

L38. The enemy's efforts thus far had been characterized
by determined resistance and a skilfully coordinated defence on

ground which was completely unfavourable for armoured ck.
Relying largely upon mined roads and Heﬁﬁff§ﬁéi=§¥$6§€%E§gZEIbw

down the Canadian advance, the Germans had succeeded (in such
places as Garrel and Friesoythe (0891)) in forecing Maj-Gen
Vokes' men to deploy fully and perticipate in pitched battle.
Now, in the compressed bridgehead over the Kusten Canal, 4 Cdn
Armd Div again found itself facing savage opposition backed by
the same sort of defences, demoliticns, craters and ground,
beyond which every yard gained must be paid for very dearly.
(AEF: 45/L Cdn Armd Div/C/F, Docket I, Folio 4; Weekly Swmary
of Ops and Activities of 4 Cdn Armd Div, 1k-21 Apr 45). The
eneny had organized his order of battle with keen intent.
Following the capture of Friesoythe (0891) the fanatical parachute
units had been relieved by @n assortment of Marine battalions,
These, the enemy calculated, would serve as a cushion for our
first penetration beyond the Kusten canal. The marines had
more than served the purpose; not only had they aoted as the
cushion, they also had been used as g batterinrg ram in the first
attempts to expel us from the Kusten bridgehead while the
tougher paratroops regrouped further back. By the morning of
20 Apr, however, the Marines had received a great deal more
punishment than had been intended for them in their battle
inoculation and both 20 and 21 Para Regts were placed once more
in the front line (ibid).

L39. By the early hours of 20 Apr, the situation of

10 Cdn Inf Bde, which had so recently been close to desperate,

had improved. 4lq R, held firm at the base of the bridgehead,

A, & S,H, of C., though extended along the left flank, were

ready to push on northwards, while the Line & Welld R., which

had been brought in originaily to secure the line of the railway
on the right, had not only established a strong flank facing

east but had also passed some of its companies’straight up the main
road to clear several road and track junctions (141999 - 142002).
(W.Dey, H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 19-20 Apr 45). Added to
this, the bridge over the canal, though under fairly heavy shell
fire which rendered it useless for a time, was complete. Over

it, at varying intervals, had pegsed most of the fighting vehicles
of the three infantry battalions beside the supporting tanks of
"Br Sqn 28 Cdn Armd Regt. (Ibid, also W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt,
19-20 Apr 45; also W.D., H.Q. R.C.E., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 20 ALpr 45)

L40, Throughout 20 Apr Linc & Welld R. had A. & S,H.
of C. moved forward slowly over the soggy fields and cratered
roads. On the right flank the railway track was ripped up to
create a suitable line of advence for the advancing armour.
Lt-Col Coleman's troops began to move forward et 1100 hours with
air support from a Typhoon "cab rank" and under cover of an
artillery barrage as well as concentrations from 4.2 and 3-inch
mortars, "B" Coy led the way up the main road and reached the

® Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, Western Germany 1:25,000
Sheets 2913 - Friesoythe, 2914 - Littel,
2915 - Wardenburg, 2813 - Edewecht, 2814 -
Bad Zwischenahn, 2815 - Oldenburg; also
Lppx "D" and "E",
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road (and lane) junction (148017) without much trouble. "C" Coy
then went on to try to force a way across the Vehne strean.

At this stage, however, the main advance of Linc & Welld R.
stopped, for large craters on the centre line blocked further
progress. Patrols were sent on and later in the day reached

the shallow river over which the road passed, but finding

the enemy's fire too heavy, they were forced to pull back into
the battalion area. (W.D., Linc & Welld R., 20 Apr 45; also
LAEF: 45/4 Cdn Armd Div{G/D, Docket II, Folio 5, Operations of
the Linc & Welld R., 31 Mer - 6 Mey 45, by Lt-Col R.C. Coleman)

LLl, Over on the left A, & S.,H. of C. (Lt-Col A.F.
Coffin) had been plodding through the soggy flat land since
about nidday. At that time "B" and "C" Coys took advantage of
the aerial "cab rank" overhead and the flanking thrust north-
wards by Linc & Welld R. to gain fresh ground. The going both
for infantry and armour was most difficult; the two lecding
rifle companies reached the area of the crossroads (134013) but
there the enemy's fire forced then to deploy and hold. Lt-Col
Coffin now ordered his other sub-units to get on. "A"™ Coy
pushed ahead to the banks of the Aue river south of Osterschers
(1402) and "D" Coy managed to secure a good flank position some
500 yards further to the south-west. Fortunately, the supporting
tanks of 28 Cdn Armd Regt, by this late hour, had succeeded in
working their way forward to help the men on the ground. (W.D.,
A. & S.H., of C. and 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 20 Lpr 45)

L2, Back at Brigade headquerters, Brigadier Jefferson
appreciated that after the dey's aerial effort the front would
soften up considerably. He therefore issued instructions to

A. & S.H, of C. to get across the water obstacle before first
light and capture Osterscheps (1402); at the same time he ordered
Lt-Col Coleman to press on., In order to make fuller use of the
infantry at present north of the canal, the brigadier was now
given several troops of 5 Cdn A.Tk Regt (under command) to take
over the exposed flanks as the next phase of the operations
progre?sed. (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Cdn A.Tk Regt, 20
Apr 45

LL3. On 19 Apr the divisionel anti-tank regiment was
made responsible for both flanks of the bridgehead.

The 3rd and 65th Batteries crossed, teking two guns
ecoh, and deployed as infantry on the left and right
respectively, each relieving a weary infantry battalion
and covering a front of about 1000 yerds.

(The History of the 5th
Canadian Anti-Tank ReEEt,
P. 05)

A similer role was given to 96 A.Tk Bty on 20 ipr. (Ibid)

LLL . During the night 20/21 Lpr all three battalions
were heavily shelled and mortared. Naturally enough, our own
guns, mortars, and medium machine guns were kept busy on H.F.
tasks covering all probable approaches into the Canadian line,

and this covering fire enabled the units to carry out certain
read justments of position in preparation for the continuation

of the advance, (W.Ds., 15 Cdn Fd Regt, 10 Cdn Indep M.G. Coy
and units to 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 20-21 4ipr L4L5). It was the Argyles!
turn to nmove forward and shortly after first light "Jock"* patrols

# A familiar term meaning Highlander, used within the Highland
Reginents.
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began to edge up to the south bank of the water obstacle. The
eneny was fully clive to the threat on this flank, however, and
plastered the area of the demolished bridge severely throughout
the nmorning of 21 Apr. Lt-Col Coffin's first attenpt to cross
with "A" Coy at 1500 hours was driven back by a nurderous cross-
fire, but the second try was successful. Lt 1615 hours "B" Coy
got over the river ond consolidated a snall bridgehead around
the o0ld bridgesite, Lt-Col Coffin then ordered "A"™ Coy to
follow "B", This proved to be anything but easy, according to
the unit War Diary.

"A" Company ccme under a terrific eneny barrage and
suffered very heavy casualtics before establishing
thenselves on the other side.

(W.D., L. & S.Hs Of Cs,
21 Apr 45)

LLES. Despite this opposition, by 1825 hours all four
conpanies were aoross the stream, and & little later "D" Coy
reported that it was in the southern part of Osterscheps (1402),
(Ibid, also AEF: A45/4 Cdn Lrmd Div/C/H, Docket I, Ops Log, April
1955, 21 Apr 45, serials 36, 38, 46). The German guns and
mortars obviously had this area well registered and the Canadians
lost a good many men in the inferno of shell fire which descended
on them. Because of this, and because his troops were already
over-extended, thus leaving o wide open left flank, the cormanding
officer requested "D" Coy to withdraw to form a tighter battalion
position, Before this order could be carried out, however, the
inevitable happened - the encmy counter-asttacked. A fierce fight
followed in which the Argyle company cormnander, Major W.J.
Whiteside, was severely wounded together with several of his men,
"D Coy nevertheless succeeded in beating off the énenmy's attack
and in felling back according to instructions (W.D,, A. & S.H.

of C., 21 fa.pr 11-5)

LL6, For both Linc & Welld R. and Alq R, 21 Apr
provided a certain amount of disappointment., Linc & Welld R.
held up on the main road because of a large crater, had to wait
until the ergineers bridged it. Once this was done "C" Coy
settled itself south of the bridge (153023) and patrolled for-
ward to recce the crossing place, Several of these attempts

were not only unsuccessful but very costly as the enemy ceaselessly
shelled and mortared the bridge site. Added to this, numerous
well-sited machine guns and the odd self-propelled gun kept the
road well covered. It was not until nid-afternoon that patrols
were able to reach the bridge, which they reported blown, Mean-
while the German missiles continued to rain down on the ares,
thus preventing any further movement forward. (W.D., Linc &
Welld R., 21 Apr 45). The only moves made by Alq R. (ordered

by brigade headquarters to ensure the security of the bridgehead)
took place without incident. "C* and "D" Coys, with sttendant
portions of the New Brunswick Rangers (10 Cdn Indep M.G. Coy)

and 5 Cdn A,Tk Regt, took positions along the line of the railway
on the right flank., The regiment's other compeny positions at
the base of the bridgehead on the centre line remained unchanged.
(W.Ds,, Alq R., 10 Cdn Indep M.G. Coy, 5 Cdn A.Tk Regt, 21 Apr 45)

LL7. By the morning of 22 Apr it appeared that the
eneny had withdrawn some of his troops, and so the Argyles were
able to get onto their objectives without interference, All four
rifle companies mede good gains. The bridge over the river was
completed, allowing the battalion's vehicles to join the troops
in the bridgehead, The responsibility for the bridgesite now



- 188 -

fell on "D" Coy Alg R., which was placed under Lt-Col Coffin's
command. By noon the infantry firmly held the road lesding into
Osterscheps (1402) and the two main crossroads in the village
each with one company. ZILater, a third sub-unit ("D" Coy) was
noved into Osterscheps, while "A" Coy remained in reear to secure
the line of cormunication to the bridge. Patrolling increased
as the day went on; although little reconnaissance was possible
to the west and north, the battaelion's scouts did nmanage to
contact Linc & Welld R. on the right and look over the ground

to the east. The first bridge between Osterscheps_and the
railway was found undanaged but the main crossing place over the
Aue stream was demolished, although it was reported thet infantry
would be able to cross. This, in itself, was important news,
and it all nade considerable difference to 10 Brigade's plans.
(W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, A, & S.H. of C., 22 Apr 45)

L4L8. Linc & Welld R. spent the first half of 22 Apr
patrolling, probing the enemy's line and getting “C" Coy across
the large crater which blocked the road ahead of it. Then, at
1100 hours, the commanding officer received orders from Brigﬂdier
Jefferson to attask and capture the high ground at Sud (1502).
The battalion at once began preparations for this task, which

was due to start at 1655 hours. At H hour, the divisional
artillery opened up together with the machine guns and heavy
nortars of 10 Cdn Indep M.G, Coy, and "A"™ Coy noved eastwards
from "C" Coy's positions towards the Vehne river. Immediately
the infantry got into the open it came under a terrific volune

of fire: a thick snoke screen was put down in the hope that it
night ease things but it proved useless and "A"™ Coy suffered

very heavily. "B*" Coy was then sent in on the right to take out
the offending opposition but was itself pinned to the ground.

A serious situation now developed, both sub-units were completely
neutralized and no further movement either back to the shelter

of the railway line or forward was possible until after dark.

The enemy stepped up his fire fight as night descended and then
launched a fierce counter-attack. This was dealt with favourably
by artillery and the medium machine guns of the New Brunswick
Rengers, but it became clear that operations on that particular
flank would not be at all easy. Lt-Col Coleman therefore ordered -
"4" and "B" Coys to withdraw back to the railroad tracks. (W.Ds.,
Linc & Welld R.; H.Q., 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Apr 45; also Operations
of Linc & Welld R., 31 Mar - 6 May 1945, op cit, para 20)

LL9 . An extensive patrol programme was laid on for the
next day and long before first light contact with the enemy was
established at several pointsacross the front. As the hours
passed, however, it became apparent that the Germans were thinning
out their line, for "B" Coy found the road and railway crossing
(151021) undefended. This fact urged ILt-Col Coleman to attempt

a crossing of the stream on the main axis and at about 1620

hours a platoon of "B" Coy dashed over the obstacle against light
oppcaition, taking 27 prisoners. A small bridgehead was quickly
formed and enginecer parties were rushed up to clear the many
obstacles on the route. (W.D., Linc & Welld R,, 23 4Lpr 45; also
L Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, op cit, 22 Apr 45, serials 16, 57, 60,
66, 69, 70, 81, 85; 23 Apr L5, serial 2)

L50, Meanwhile, over on the left flank, A. & S.H. of C.,
though depleted in numbers (after the heavy casualties suffered
during the past two days) had held its ground around Osterscheps
and probed out from its firm base to the west, east and north.
The Alq R, company under Lt-Col Coffin's cormmand was brought up
and pushed eastwards from the main Argyle positions to seize the
demolished but still usgble bridge. (W.D., A. & S.H. of C.,

23 Apr 45). ©Luck was on the Conadians' side, for "D" Coy Alg R.
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managed to cross the partly broken bridge and firm up on the east
side. (W.D., AlqQ R., 23 Apr 45). The time had arrived for a
read justment of plans and at a brigade orders group later that
evening Brigadier Jefferson told his battalion commanders what
was required of them. (W.D., Linc & Welld R., 23 Apr L45). The
Argyles were to strike to the north to capture two road junctions
(142037 and 145036) approximately 1000 yards above Osterscheps
(1402)., The Algonquins, having moved up into the eastern end

of Ostercheps, were to drive through "D" Coy's present bridgehead
and head eastwards., Simultaneously Lt-Col Coleman's troops

would continue to exert pressure up their original axis and
against the right flank, Each thrust would have the support of
the tanks of 28 Cdn Armd Regt besides a goodly portion of the
divisional artillery. (Ibid, and W.DS., A. & S.H. of C., AlQ R.,
23 Apr 45; 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Apr 45; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops
Log, Op cit, 23 Apr 45, serial 56)

§51s Shortly before midnight 23/24 Apr Alq R. and Linc
& Welld R. moved in to attack. The Algonquins were not particular-
ly lucky at first for they ran into their own artillery fire and
suffered 12 casualties, This caused a great deal of confusion
but by first light the sttack proper got under way., In short
order the men from Northern Ontario had secured the bridge, the
road and rail crossing east of the river, a second bridge over

0 smaller stream east of the railway, and the houses in Edewecht
beyond the next road fork (1502). (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde,
Alg R., 24 Apr 45; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, gp_cit 2L Apr
L5, serials 4, 5, 8, 9, 10; AEF: 45/L4 Cdn Armd Div/C/D, Docket
II, Folio 4, "The Final Punch"™, Ops Apr-May 1945, Alq R. by Maj
L.,C. Monk, para 25). Without trouble Linc & Welld R. was able
to contact Alq R. before 0600 hours, Thereafter "B" Coy went
about consolidating its new gains along the main axis on the
Algonquin's southern flank. At this stage a strong force of
Linc & Welld R. was sent to tap out the right flank but to no
good purpose; the enemy again brought down a hail of fire to
halt any further advance in this direction. ILt-Col Coleman's
next step was to order "A" Coy to pass through as soon as "B"
Coy had formed a solid front. During the afternoon the Typhoons
took advantage of the clear weather and added their weight to
our side of the battle. Excellent results were obtained, two
German self-propelled guns being knocked out., (W.D., Linc &
Welld R., 24 Apr L5). A fierce exchange of shell and mortar
fire continued well into the late evening. By that time "B" Coy
had swung to the south-east along the northern bank of the Vehne
stream and, with the help of a tank which Alq R, had available,
managed to drive the Germans from their positions in the houses
(155020) along the banks of the obstacle. (Ibid), There now
followed a series of patrols to probe the routes to the north
and east., This programme terminated at about midnight when "A"
Coy was thrust forward to reach its objective (158025) on the
high ground at Sud (1502) by 0100 hours 25 Apr (ibid). The
infantry rested here and at first light, 25 Apr, a section of
carriers was sent up for exploitation along the right of the
main road (ibid).

L52, By far the sternest opposition on this day was
encountered by A, & S,H., of C. Lt-Col Coffin's troops ("B" Coy)
experienced a fairly heavy counter-attack shortly after dawn on
2L Apr when the enemy, taking full advantage of the thick mist,
infiltrated into "B" Coy's position. For a while the situation
appeared grim, but steadily the "Jocks" cleared out the intruders
and restored peacc within the area. The enemy, however, was loth
to let our troops off so easily and proceeded to drench the
battalion sector with shell and mortar fire, using, among other
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migsiles, 21-cm shells. (W.D., A. & S.H. of C., 24 Apr 45).
Nevertheless, despite this retaliation "B"™ Coy-began its advance
northwards at 1015 hours, supported by a trogﬁs of Shermen tanks.
The regiment's War Diary tells us that progress was very slow

due to consistent machine gun fire, but by 1420 hours the leading
troops were some 800 yerds up the east road parallel to the Aue
river, Here the infantry was subjected to & very severe bombard-
ment and Lt-Col Coffin ordered his men to pull back slightly
rather than accept too many casualties, Meanwhile "A" Coy had
sallied out from Osterscheps (1402) towards the first crossroads
west of the village, They too ran into terrific opposition and
were forced to dig in and hold around the first bend (136030)

in the main west road. "D" Coy, under continuous fire for most
of the day, also tried to leavc the village, but it too was
stopped while only a short distance along the road to Danikhorst
(1305), (ibid, also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, op cit, 24 Apr 45,
serials 2%, 66)

L53. It must be noted that for the past few days the
enemy's shelling and mortaring had generally been out of all
proportion to the strength of his infantry on the ground. There
is, of course, a natural explanation for this, and Major G,L.
Cassidy, D.S.0., gives a very fair account of it in his history
of the Algonquins.

As he fell back on his supply dumps his ammunition
was ample, and rather than lose it, he kept up a
ceaseless rain of shells and bombs. Mines of a new
type made their first appearance, taken from the naval
arsenals around Wilhelmshaven, the port we were by now
gravely threatening., These mines consisted either of
the warheads of torpedoes or of the large-calibre
naval shells, deeply buried in the soft shoulders of
the roads, and exploded by the customary pressure
devices, The same mechanisms were used for cratering
roads, and a real crater they made indeed. ASs we
advenced, one nd>ticed that almost every roadside tree
had been prepared for demolition, with a deep notch
already cut. In some instances, the gun-cotton
packages were already wired near the notch, ready to
explode and bring the trees crashing down over the

roadway.
(Cassidy, Warpath, o
cit, . 522} b

L3, But apart from these nuisances, the enemy was
handling his self-propelled guns with diabolic skill.

In the close country, these creatures could be manoeuvred.

quite close up to our forward troops. Surprise fire
from an 88-mm. gun at short range inevitably halted

the unprotected infantry and caused some disorganization.

Our tanks fell constant victims to mines, bazookas and
ubiquitous 88s. Flank manoeuvre was still badly
restricted, so thaet piece-meal slogging was still the
only tactics available,

(Ibid)

L55. The Canadians were fortunate in possessing several
weapons ideally suited to the type of fighting now teking place.
Each battalion used its "Wasps™ with the greatest confidence and
daily found new value in these terrifying equipments. There was
also the everlasting "cab rank" of Typhoons on call at any time

.
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to shake up the German resistance., Lastly, but certainly not
of least importance, there was the Land Mattress, that awesome
contraption which frightened the life out of friend and foe
dIIEETDHWith it any large target was crushed by an overwhelming
blanket of hellish fire. Tts firc effect was equal to the power
of twelve medium artillery regiments and it invariably left the
eneny upon whose area it had descended, in 2 dazed condition, ripe
for capture. Unfortunately it was not a tremendously accureate
weapon and could only be used well in fron®t of the forward
positions., (W.D., 1 Cdn Rocket Bty, R.C..L., 23-25 Apr 45; also
Cessidy, Warpath, op cit, p. 322; also W.Ds., 10 Cdn Inf Bde and
units, éB- Apr h??

L56. The situstion on 4 Cdn Armd Div's front took on

& changed appearance on the morning of 25 Apr. Maj-Gen Vokes,
having kept a keen eye on the developments of the past five

days, decided that there were now sufficient exits from the
bridgehead to attempt a breakout with his armoured brigade.
Therefore on the previous evening he had ordered Brigadier Moncel
to take A.& S.H, of C., under his command, move into the Oster-
scheps sector, and thrust northwards. (W.Ds., G.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Armd Div, 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 24 Apr 45). As has been previously
mentioned, the bulk of the ermour (21 and 22 Cdn Armd Regts)

had been employed in supporting the bridgehead operations with
gun fire from their tanks. Lake Sup R. (Mot), had also been
well occupied. It had, since 22 Apr, been clearing a way eest-
ward along the banks of the Kusten Canal. The Superiors met

some opposition end considerable shellfire but by the evening

of 23 Apr were et the road junction (172990) 1200 yards south

of Sud Edewechtermoor (1600-1700). Certain divisional troops
were then settled in this area and vC" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot?

was able to swing north on the following morning, (W.Ds., H.Q.

L Cdn Armd Bde, Lake Sup R. (Mot), 22-24 Apr 45). The road

to Sud Edewechtermoor was not an inviting one, being thickly
sown with mines and well covered by small arms fire. The mines
prevented any supporting vehicles from venturing forward to help
the infantry and the small arms fire greatly hindered the troops,
Therefore it was not with any feeling of regret that Lake Sup

R. (Mot) received its movement orders. At Osterscheps the
Argyles would continue to exert pressure and thus screen the
concentration of the srmoured brigade. ZEventuelly Lake Sup R.
(Mot) would relieve A, & 3,H. of C. and teke over the main attack
to the north itself. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, Leke Sup R.
(Mot), A. & S.H., of C., 24 ADr 45). The area vacated by the Lake
Superiors along the canal was taken over by 70 L.4.A. Bty (8 Cdn
L.A.A. Regt), which czme under command of 10 Cdn Inf Bde. (Ops
and Activities, 4 Cdn Armd Div, op cit, 22-28 Apr L5, para 8;
also W.D., 8 Cdn L.A.A, Regt, 24 4Apr L5)

29 CDN ARMD RECCE REGT'S INDEPENDENT ROLE,
19-25 APR L5%

L57. Although 10 Cdn Inf Bde's main drive was directed
to the north, it would not do to lose sight of the very valuable
contribution mede by Lt-Col G.D, deS. Wotherspoon, D.S.0., and
his 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt. Together with "DV Coy Linc & Welld
R., elements of the British S.A.S., "A"™ Sqn, 18 Cdn Armd C. Regth,

% Reference maps: G,S.G.S. L4414, Eastern Holland - Western
Germany 1:25,000 Shcets 2914 - Little, 3013 -
Markhausen, 3015 - Dotlingen, 2915 - Warden-
burg, 3014 - Gerrel, 3016 - Grossenkneten;
also Appx D",
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and a troop of 5 Cdn L.Tk Regt, the South Albertas had been
pounding the enemy from pillar to post all the way from Friesoythe
to Garrel, then on towards the road Oldenburg-Cloppenburg along
which 2 Cdn Inf Div was operating. (W.D., 29 Cdn Lrmd Recce
Regt, 19-20 Apr A45; elso AEF: 45/4 Cdn Lrmd Div/C/D, Docket II,
Folio 3, Memar andum of Interview given by Lt-Col G.D. deS.
Wotherspoon, 29 Cdn fArmd Recce Regt). With its main base at
Garrel (198L), Lt-Col Wotherspoon's unit, by 20 Apr, occupied
Haast (3184) and Bissel (2984) with "A"™ and "B" Squadrons,

"Cn Sqn was scttled in harbour between these two places while
D" Coy of Linc & Welld R. occupied a defended locality west of
Bissel on the right benk of the river Lethe which cut the road
Garrel (198L) - Bissel (2984) (ibid).

L58, The seizure of the positions on which this force
rested at present had involved nuch complicated manoeuvre and
constant cooperation with the enginecers responsible for the
maintenance of the numerous small bridges over which the troops
had passed on their way eastwerds. Bissel, Hacst and Sage all
fell on the morning of 19 Apr, and "A" Sgn continued on as far
as Dohlen (3486) to shoot up this village., The fact that the
regiment was literally out on & long limb made strenuous and
lengthy patrols necessary, and good use made of the nobility of
"A" Sqn 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt and the fast-moving S.A.S. jeeps.
During the night 19/20 Apr the moin body of 29 Cdn Armd Recce
Regt had little to do, but the elements of A2 echelon, com-
fortably situated near Garrel, were severely tested when & strong
Germen patrol attacked it, Howevexr, the menmbers of the echelon
acquitted themselves nobly, and an officicl account states:

The attempt was a costly one for the enemy as he was
driven off with the loss of eight bazookas, two
schmeissers, and a great deal of blood.

(Memorandum of Interview, Lt-
Col G.D, de 3, Wotherspoon,
op c¢it, para 21)

L59. The day of 20 Apr passed without any unusual
occurrences; patrolling continued and was particularly successful,
contact being established with several eneny groups along the
roads leading north from Sage (3283) and Bissel (2894). On the
southern flank, the S,A.S, under Lt-Col Wotherspoon's command
roamed over a wide area to reach the road Cloppenburg-Bremen,
picking up some fifteen prisoners en route, As the day ended
however the red-bereted paratroops departed to other employment
elsewhere (ibid). The reconnaissance to the north was resumed
on the followiIng day. "A" Sqn and "D" Coy Linc & Welld R.
supported by fire from "C" 3Sgn's tanks travelled up the west
side of the Lethe stream to reach and clear the area of the main
crossroads (2588) near Nicolausdorf (2388). At the same time
"B" Sqn attempted to enter the villege of Littel (2832) but met
with serious opposition and was ordered to turn beck. By last
light all the patrolling forces were withdrawn into & tight
regimental area around Bissel and Sage. (Ibid, para 23; also
W.D., 29.Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 21 Apr L5)

460, The operational programme was to be livened con-
siderably on 22 Apr, for on that day 2 Cdn Inf Div commenced its
drive northwards to Oldenburg. 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt was now

in a good position on the left flank of Maj-Gen Matthews! troops
to assist in this attack and Lt-Col Wotherspoon was given & task
to be carried out as part of 2 Cdn Inf Div's main effort. (4 Cdn
Armd Div Ops Log, op cit, 21 Apr 45, serial 48). "C" Sqn, teamed
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up with "D" Coy Linc & Welld R., was directed on the crossroads
(313872) south of Hengstlage (3188). ‘

The sqn-coy gp encountered some opposition some 1000

yds south of its objective, dealt with it satisfactorily,
by-passed several large craters and head secured the
objective by 1200 hrs. ™"B* Sqn, plus a coy of R. de
Mais. which had been borrowed for the occesion, then
passed through eccording to plan, and seized its
objective, the village of Hengstlage 3188, at approx
1500 hours.

(Menorandum of Interview,
Lt-Col G.D, deS. Wotherspoon,
op cit, para 2L)

Strong patrols were quickly sent out and contacted the eneny
along the ditch line south of Westerburg (3292). Progr