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A summary of Major Changes in Army Organization, 1959-1945

1. This report is a summary of the ma jor
changes in the organization of the Canadian Army during
the period of the Second World War. Although much of

the material is available in reports of the Historical
Section (G.S.), the aim of this report is to put it into
a form suitable for ready reference, The scope 1s
therefore limited to the organization of divisions =~ both
infantry and armoured - and of independent armoured brigades
and units of basic importanco such as the infantry
battalion, the armoured regiment, and the regiment of
field artillery.

THE INFANTRY DIVISION

2. On the outbreak of the Second World War,

an Order in Council, P.C. 2482 of 1 Sep 39, named as
components of the Canadien Active Scrvice Force the

1lst and 2nd Divisions togother with their necessary
ancillarios (G.0. 135/39, Schedulc "D"). Units wore
mobilized on the appropriate British war establishment
according to a list issucd by National Dcfence Headquarters
in June 1939 (H.Q.S. 3498-4, vol 1l: C.G.S. to D.0s.C.,

26 Jun 39). Thc composition of a division at that time

is given in Appcndix "A" to this Roport.

Se Early rcvision was nccessary in order to
conform to the cxisting organization of a British division,
which no longer rcquired a mechanizcd divisional cavalry
regiment nor a machine gun battalion for cach brigade.
On tho other hand, there was added an infantry anti-tank
compnay for cach brigado, intelligenco sections, cortain
light aid detachments, and personnel of the pay corps.
Morcover, field brigados of artillery werc to bocome
field regiments on arrival ovorscas.#* Therecfore, prior to
sending the 1lst Division abroad, National Defence
Hcadquarters notificd London that it would consist of:

#Seo paragraph 52 of this Report.
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Units ) Offrs 0.R.
Divisional hcadquartors 18 120
Employment platoon - 34

Divisional and three infantry
brigade sections intelligence

corps 2 16
3 Infantry brigade headquarters 27 168
3 Infantry anti-tank compeniecs 12 198
Hoadquarters divisional artillery 6 24
Headquarters divisional engincers T 31
Headquarters divisional army
service corps ] 29
Anti~tank regimont 18 525
3 Fleld regiments 25-pounder 84 1665
Divisional fiold park coripany 3 153
3 Flcld companies 15 711
Divisional signals 18 473
9 Rifle battalions 198 5826
Divisional ammunition company 11 379
Divisional pectrol company 7 292
Divisional supply column 15 443
3 Field ambulances 36 666
Ficld hygione scction : f 28
Provost company 1 108
Divisional postal unit p 24
9 Light aid detachmonts 9 108

Pay corps poersonnél by 19
Total division BI3 12,040°

Additional units

3 Machine gun battalions 66 1995
3 Light aid detachments 3 36

Pay corps personnel 3 3
Total of above 72 2034

(W.D., G.S. 1 Cdn Div, 5 Oct =
17 Dec 39, Appx XI-8(b): Tel
562, N.D.H.Q. to C.M.H.Q., 22
Nov 39)

4, A similar organization was adopted by the
3rd Division and units of a 4th Division on their
mobilization in the summer of 1940 (G.0s. 184/40 and
50/41 effective 24 May 40)., About that time, however, the
number of officers incrcased considerably with the
decision to substitute subaltorns for Warrant Officecrs
Class III, of whom thorc had becen 155 in tho 1lst Division
alono#* (P.C. 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40, Sce also C.M.H.Q.

#Thoro had boen W.0s. III in the ficld rogiment and anti-
tank rogiment, R.C.A., divisional signals, and thc infantry
(rifle) and machine gun battalions.
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file 9/Substitution/ls Turner to Senior Officer, 27 Apr
40, and G.S.0. II to G.S.0. I, 1 May 40).

S. Lessons learned in the initial campaign

in France were studied in detall by a speclal committee
of the War Office headed by Genoral Sir William Bartholo-
mew, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0, After revicwing its rcport,
the Army Council decided that the basic organization of
a division should be retaincd but that thore should be

a closer affiliation of artillery rogiments and field
companies to infantry brigades. Provision was made for
brigade groups, and the following ma jor units were added
to the British division:

One medium regiment (6-inch howitzers)
Onc light anti-aireraft regiment

One reconnaissance unit

One machine gun battalion

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Re-Org/l:
War Office letter 20/Gen/
5884 (8.D.1), 13 Oct 40)

With the exception of the rogimont of 6~inch howitzoers,

which Lt-Gen McNaughton had previously stated he would re=-
tain in Corps artillcry, thesc changes in organization weroc
promptly "accepted and approved in principle" for the esta-
blishmonts of the 1lst and 2nd Divisions (ibids Tel G.3. 2072,
MoNaug?ton to Crerar, 26 Scp 40, and reply, G.S.D. 74, 18

Oct 40).

6. The Ficld Force Committee at thc Wer Office
thon proceded to draft Organization Plan 35 (F.F.C. 35),
which detailed the standard composition of a British
division.# From this document was drafted in turn a
proposced composition of the Canadian Corps as a corps

of throe divisions and one armnourcd division. This
recceived the approval of thc War Cormittec of the Cabinct
on 3 Apr 41. Each of the threc Canadian infantry divislons
ovorscas was to consist of':

#C .M.H.Q. file 1/Formntions/4/4 contains a copy of
F.F.C. 35 dated 21 Nov 40.



UARTERS ¢
eadquarters of a division
Divisional intolligencc scection
Divisional ficld sccurity soction
Divisional headquarters defence and employment
platoon

ARTILLERY§
Headquarters, divisional artillery
3 Field regiments
Headquarters, anti-tank rogiment
1 Anti-tank battery - 16 guns
Hoadguarters, light anti-airceraft regiment
1 Light anti-aireraft battery - 12 guns

ENGINEERS §
Headquarters, divisional enginccrs
1l Fiecld park company
3 Field companics

SIGNAL%I
visional signals

ARMOURED CORPS:
Reconnaissance battalion

INFANTRY &
Machine gun battalion

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT$
eadquartors, divisional R.C,A.S.C.
Divisional ammunition company
Divisional petrol corpany
Divisional supply column

MEDTICAL
3 Field ambulances
1 Fiold hygiene scction

ORDNANCE ;
B i

[ght aid detachmonts (heavy) - Type "A"

7 Light aid detachments (light) - Type "B"

4 Light anti-aircraft ordnance workshop subscctions
Divisional ordnancé workshop
Divisional ordnance ficld park
Mobile laundry and forward docontamination unit
Mobile bath unit
Salvage unit

PROVOST ¢
visional provost company

POSTAL S
visional postal unit

3 INFANTRY BRIGADES, cach with:
Hoadquarters, infantry brigade
Infantry brigado headquartors dofence platoon
Anti-tank battory
Light anti-aircraft battory
3 Infantry battalions

(C.M.H.Q. filc 1/Formations/4/6:
Memo ontitled "Approved Composition
of Canadian Corps", undated
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7a Meanwhile, the War Office had set up

another committee under Maj-Gen L.H,K. Finch, D.S.O.,
0.B.E., to examine the vehiclec establishment of army

units with a view to easing the scerious strain on producbion
and shipping and to facilitatc provision and naintenance.
Poending the report of this committee, detailed implement-
ation of new establishments was delayed until 1941.
(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Re-Org/1/2: War Office lettor 57/Vehicles/
9279 (S.D.l), 27 Mar 41, contains a sumnary of the
recommendations of the Finch Cormittee approved by the

Army Council)

8. There had boen considecrable difficulty,
for example, in obtaining motorcycle combinations for

the reconnaissance squadrons organized for the 1st and
2nd Divisions in the summoer of 1940, and those squadrons
wore disbanded in January 1941 (G.0s. 200/40 effective
22 Jun 40, 155/41, effective 19 Aug 40, and 156/41, ef=-
fective 25 Jan 41). Contrary to British practice in
creating a separate Reconnaissance Corps, the new Canadian
divisional reconnaissance battalions equipped with scout
cars and carriers were allocated to the Canadian Armoured
Corps (G.0. 41/41, effective 26 Jan 41), Subsequently,
they were redesignated reconnaissance regiments (G.O.
455/42, effective 8 Jun 42),

9. The infantry anti-tank companies were
abolished early in February 1941 (G.0. 114/41, effective

5 Feb 41). Immediately afterwards, divisional headquarters
defence and employment platoons and infantry brigade
headquarters defence platoons were organized from The

Lorne Scots (Peel, Dufferin and Halton Regiment). This
action was taken for the 1lst and 2nd Divisions effective

6 Feb 41, for the 3rd Division 7 Apr 41, and for the 4th
Division 10 May 41 (G.0. 151/41).

10. Formerly units of the ordnance service had
been classified as corps troops or ancillaries, Following
the Bartholomew Report, however, the British introduced

a divisional ordnance workghop and identified the following
as integral parts of a division:

Light aid detachments

Divisional ordnance workshop
Divisional ordnance field park section
Mobile laundry and decontamination upit
Mobile bath unit

Salvage unit

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/
4/4: Memo on war establish-
ments, 27 Nov 40)

The Canadians took similar action in 1541, but early in
1942 it was ruled that the last three units would no
longer form part of the standard armoured or infantry
division (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/6: W.0. letter
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20/Misc/2071 (S.D.l), 2 Jan 42)., That year the mobile
bath unit became part of the R.C.A.M.C., but the
following year it reverted to the R.C.0.C. on being
combined with the mobile laundry (G.0. 145/42, effective
26 Mar 42, and G.0. 144/43, effective 1 Jan 43).

11. During 1941 the British also introduced a
new organization for the Royal Army Service Corps which
abolished the rigid system of carrying fixed quantities

of ammunition, petrol, and other stores in various
echelons on wheels and substituted R.A.S.C. companies
based on standardized transport platoons (C.M.H.Q. file
6/Re=-Org/RASC/1: W.0. letter 20/RASC/2392 (S.D.1l), 13 Aug
41). The new organization was applied to the R.C.A.S.C.
at the beginning of March 1942 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative
Order No. 38, effective 1 Mar 42).

12. The light anti-aircraft regiment, R.C.A.,

and its accompanying light anti-aireraft ordnance workshop
subsections were eventually added to each Canadian division
in turn during the first part of 1942 (C.M.H.Q. files
1/Formations/6/2 and /3: C.A.0.R.0s. 1697, 2004 and 2384
Cdn Army Order of Battle as of 1 Mar, 11 May and 1 Aug 425.

13. Mainly becausc of the shortage of manpower,
however, the Field Force Committee of the War O0ffice had
been forced to redraft F.F.C. 35 during 1941, The new
organizational plan, F.F.C. 36, Part 1, dated 14 Jan 42,
providod for a division on a higher establishment with
17,395 all ranks or on a lower establishmont with 12,210,
(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/6 contains a copy) The
Canadians retained the higher establishment and planned
an armoured corps and an infantry corps, the latter to
have three divisions organized as follows:

HEADQUARTERS $
Headquarters of a division
Divisional headquarters defence and ocmployment
platoon
Divisional intelligcnce section
Field security section

ARTILLERY
Headquarters divisional artillery
3 Field regiments
Headquarters anti-tank rcgiment
Anti-tank battery (16 guns)
Headquartors light anti-aircraft rogiment
Light anti-aircraft battery

ENGINEERS s
Headquarters divisional cngincers
1 Field park company
3 Field companies

SIGNALSS
visional signals



ARMOURED CORPS:$

Divisional reconnaissance battalion

INFANTRY$
chine gun battalion

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT:

Commander divisional army service corps
Divisional ammnition company
Divisional petrol company
Divisional supply company

MEDICAL s
3 Field ambulances
1 Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE
- 411

Lght aid detachments - Typec A

7 Light aid detachments - Type B

4 Light anti-aircraft ordnance workshop subscctions
Divisional ordnance workshop
Divisional ordnance field park

PROVOST}
visional provost company

POSTAL ¢
visional postal unit

3 INFANTRY BRIGADES, cach with:

antry brigade hecadquarters

1 Infantry brigade headquarters defence platoon
3 Infantry battalions

1l Anti-tank battery

1 Light anti-aircraft battoery

(C.M.H.Q, file 1/Cdn Army/
l: Proposed Composition
Canadian Army (Field Force)
in the United Kingdom, 16
Jan 42)

14, Meanwhile, Headquarters Filrst Canadian
Army had come into being effective 6 Apr 42 (C.M.H.Q.
Administrative Order No. 66, 4 Apr 42).

15, After a summer of experimentation with
new organizations for armoured and infantry divisions,
the Army Council in the autumn of 1942 decided tec have
three types of British divisions:#*

#A comparison of the thrce types of British divisions
is attached as Appendix "B". The army tank brigade is
discussed in paragraph 32 of this Roport.
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(a) Armoured division
One armourcd brigadc
One infantry brigade (lorry borne)

(b) Division (later known as a "mixed division")
e tank brigade
Two infantry brigadecs

(¢) Infantry division
~ Three infantry brigades

Wherover possible standard establishments were applied

to similar units in cach type of division, minor differences
being shown in footnotes, and the war establishments of
most units were revised accordingly. (C.M.H.Q. file 6/Br
Army/l1: W.0. letter 20/Gon/6059 (S.D.1), 1 Oct 42)

16, At the same time, the Canandian forces
overseas began to feel the cffects of manpower rocstrictions
combined with a scrious shortage of shipping. In
consequence, the First Canadian Army undecrwent a complcte
reorganization based on British war cstablishmonts in

ordor to facilitate co-oporation between formations and
units of British and Canadian Armics. This reorganization
became effeoctive 11 Jan 43, (C.M.,H.Q. Administrative Order
No. 2) Canada created no mixod divisions but rodesignatod
her first throe major formeations "infantry divisions" (G.O.
283/43, offective 7 Jan 43). Similar to the British

infantry division (sec Appx "B"), cach now had the following
unitsg

HEADQUARTERS UNITS$
Headquarters of a division
Headquartors divisional support battalion
Divisional headquarters support company
Divisional intelligence sectlion#
Field sccurity scction

ARMOURED CORPS:
cconnaissance rogiment - L.A.D. (A)

ARTILLERY ¢
Headquarters divisional artillery
3 Fiold regiments - L.A.D.(B) cach
1 Anti-tank regiment - L.A.D.(B)
1 Light anti-aircraft regiment e workshop

ENGINEERS
Hoadquarters divisional engincees
1l Field park company
3 Ficld companies = L.A.D.(B)

# Disbanded, cffective 7 Jan 43. (G.0. 284/43)



SIGNALS:
ivisional signals - L.A.D.(B)

INFANTRY BRIGADES, each with:

Infantry brigade headquarters
1 Infantry brigade support company - L.A.D.(A)
3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORTS
Headquarters commander R.C.A.S.C.
1 Divisional troops compeany
3 Infantry brigade companies

MEDICAL 3
3 Field ambulances
2 Field dressing stations
1 Field hygienec section

ORDNANCE 3
Headquarters divisional R.E.M.E.*
3 Infantry brigade workshops

PROVOST ¢
rovost company
POSTAL ¢
ostal unit
(C.M.H.Q. Administrative Order
No. 2, effective 11 Jan 43)
17. As the War Office had not yet decided the

details of the new support organization, the disbandment
or reorganization of the machine gun battalion, divisional
headquarters defencc and cmployment platoon, and infantry
brigade defence platoons in each division was hold in
abeyanoco. temporarily (ibid). When preliminary British
ostablishments became available in April 1943, the throo
Canadian machine gun battalions wore immedintcly converted
into support battalions, cach with a headquarters and thrce
infantry brigade support groups, the former infantry
brigade defonce platoons being absorbed (G.0. 21/44,
effective 1 Moy 43). Subscquent rcorganizotion of

support weapons eliminated the noed for support units as
such, howoever, allowing them to rcsumc their formor

role, but with the substitution of cne heavy mortar
conpany for one machine gun company in cach battalion
(P.C. 88/2705 of 18 Apr 44) Early in 1944, thcrefore,

the support battalions of the 2nd and 3rd Canadian
Infantry Divisions were converted once more into machine
gun battalions (G.0. 222/44, effective 24 Fob 44). The

#A special note stated that the British R.E.M.E. organization,
nomenclaturce and distribution of dutiecs would bec adopted but
that a separate R.E.M.E. Orps would not be creatcd, personnel
tc remain R.C.0.C.
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corresponding changes were madc in the 1lst Canadian Infantry
Division in Italy tho following July (G.0. 120/45, offoc-
tive 1 Jul 44). The divisional headquarters defence and
employment platoon having remaincd unchanged throughout,
each infantry brigade hocadquarters was once morc given a
ground defence platoon of The Lorne Scots (G.0. 297/44,
effective 24 Feb 44).

18. Following thc goncral rcorganization of

carly 1943, the divisional fiecld artillery underwent

little change in basic organization. In the 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division, howover, thcrc was a temporary adjustment
which allotted an additional ficld regiment and converted
all four to self-propellcd rcgiments for the assault phase
of the Normandy invasion (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Org Arty/l: Tel
G.S. 2645, Canmilitry to Defensor, 26 Oct 43), The or-
ganization of the anti-tank regiment in cach division had
to be readjusted on the introduction of 17-pr guns, that

of the light anti-aircraft regiment on the Introduction of
40~-mm self=-propellcd guns.* Nevertheless, the only new
unit added to the divisional artillery was thce counter
mortar officer's staff - type "A" for infantry divisions,
type "B" for armoured (G.0. 488/44, offoctive 6 Jun 44),
This was introduced as a dircet result of oxperienco

gained in operations during the Italian campaign (C.M.H.Q.
file 5/cMO A/1: G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, to C.M.H.Q.,
25 May 44).

19, With regard to cngincor units, it was found
possible to have a standard organization for a field park
company in either divisilonaly corps or army troops by
adding a divisional bridge platoon to divisional engincers,
(C.M.H.Q. filc 1/0rg Engrs/1: Senior 0ffr, C.M.H.Q., to
G.0.C.=in~C,, First Cdn Army, 16 Aug 43). Thc 2nd and 3rd
Canadian Infentry Divisions each reccived a bridge platoon,
R.C.E., in September 1943, the lst Division the following
month (G.0s. 480 and 493, cffective 15 Scp and 21 Oct 43).

20, The now organization for the R.C.A.S.C. of
an infantry division incrcascd the numbor of companics from
thrce to four, replacing "commodity" by "compesite" compan-
ies## with no great increasc of porsonnel (Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q.
Report No. 168, para 169). The R.C.A.M.C. personncl, on
the other hand, grew considerably in numbers with the
conversion of the threc field ambulances of the infantry
division to the new British type and the addition of two
field dressing stations (ibid, para 179). :

#Sec Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q., Roport No. 168, The Organiza-
tion of First Canadian Army, paras 118-131,

A "cormodity" company handlced only one major cormodity -

ammunition, petrol or supplics - for the ontire division,
Under the comprsite systdipy one company perforricd all three
tasks for cach brigade or divisional troops.
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21, Once more tho ordnance services of the
division underwent considerable revision. The divisional
field park, for example, became a corps troops unit known
as a sub-park, but, early in 1944, cach infantry division was
again provided with an ordnance field park (G.0. 151/43,
offoctive 14 Jan 43, and G.0. 325/44, cffective 7 Feb 44).
The Canadian Electrical and Mechanicnl Engineers was
authorized as a separate Corps effective 1 Fcb 44, later
recoiving the title "Royal" (G.0s. 127 and 196/44).
Shortly afterwards, R.C.0.C. units such as light aid
detachments, light anti-aircraft workshops,#* and infantry
brigade workshops were rcdesignated R.C.E.M.E. (C.M.H.Q.
Administrative Order No, 85, effcctive 15 May 44).

22, These were the principal changes to the
basic organization of a Canadian infantry division in the
Second World War. Its authorizcd composition at the

end of hostilitics in Europe is given in Appendix "C"

to this Report.

THE ARMOURED DIVISION

23, The Canadian Armourcd Corps was nemed a
Corps of the Active Militia offcctive 13 Aug 40 (G.O.
250/40). Simultancously, thorc was constituted the 1lst
Canadian Armoured Brigadoc with a brigade hoadquarters,
three regiments, and a rochanized oeavalry rcgiment
attached (G.0. 253/40, effoctive 13 Aug 40). In Octobor
it was expanded to a brigndc group (H.Q.S. 20-4-7, vol
23 Creorar to the Ministor, 11 Oct 40),

24, Following the decision taken carly in 1941

to form a Canadian armoured division, this brigade wes
reconstituted and the 2nd Canadian Armourcd Brigade
authorized - vach with a hecadquarters and threc armoured
regiments  (G.0. 79/41, offective 11 Fcb 41). Headquarters
1st Canadian Armoured Division and the headquarters of its
support group werc authorized some two wcoks latoer (G.0.
88/41, effective 27 Feb 41), Subsequently, the designation
was changed to the 5th Canadian (Armoured) Division

(G.0. 135/41, offectivc 5 Jun 41). Based on F.F.C. 35,#x¢
it was to consist of tho following:

#ight anti-aircraft ordnancc workshop sub-scctions had
been reoplaced b? light anti-aircraft regiment workshops,
types "A" or "B", in January 1943, (G.0. 151/43)

s#+#Sec paragraph 6. The standard fcermation of a British
armourcd division was based on a new orgenization decided
upon in October 1940 (H.Q.S. 20-4-7, vol 2: W.O. letters
20/RAC/74 (8.D.1), 5 Oct and 17 Nov 40).
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HEADQUARTERS 3

Headquarters of an armourcd division#*
Employment platoon
Intelligence section
Field security section

ENGINEERS

eld park squadron
2 Field squadrons

SIGNALS:
oured divisional signals

ARMOURED CORPS:
Armoured car regiment

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT: i
Headquarters armoured divisional R.C.A.S.C.
2 Armoured brigade companilcs
1 Support group conpany
1 Troop carrying scction
1 Arncurcd divisional troops conpany

MEDICAL ¢
ight field ambulances
1 Light ficld hygicne scction

ORDNANCE 3
rmoured divisional ordnance workshop
Armoured divisional ordnance field park
Light aild detachment, type "A"
Light aid detachments, type "B"
Light aid detachments, type "C"
Light anti-aircraft ordnance workshop sub-scctions
Mobile bath unit
Salvage unit

HHQO O

PROVOST s
Provost company

POSTAL
oured divisional postal unit

ARMOURED BRIGADES, cach withs

Headquarters armoured brigade#
3 Armoured regiments
1l Motor battalion

SUPPORT GROUP:
Headquarters support group

ARTILLERY 3
Fie regiment - 24 guns
Anti-tank regimecnt -~ 36 guns
Light anti-aircraft reginont - 36 guns

INFANTRY §
antry battalion

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Fornmations/4/6:
Meno entitled "Approved Composi-
tion Canadian Corps", undated)

#A headquarters squadron was included within the war
establishment of headquarters.



25. Scon after the arrival overseas of the

5th Canadian. Armoured Division, the 4th Division was
converted in Canada to the 4th Canadian Armoured Division
with a support group and two armoured brigades (G.O.
152/42, effective 26 Jan 42). The new standard formation of
a British armoured division set forth in F.F.C. 36% dif-
fered from the old organization only with respect to the
R.A.8.C., medical and ordnance components. These were to

be as follows:

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Commander Armoured Divisional R.A.S.C.
2 Armoured Brigade companies
1 Support group company
1 Armoured divisional troops company

MEDICAL ¢
2 Light field ambulances, class E
1 Light field hygiene section

ORDNANCE 3
ght aid detachment, type "AM
Light aid detachments, type "B"
Light aid detachments, type "C"
Armoured brigade ordnance companies
Support group ordnance company
Light anti-aircraft battery workshop sub-
sections

WHNDOO®

(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Formations/4/
6: F.F.C., 36, part 1, 14 Jan
42)

Both Canadian armoured formations adopted these modifications,
although retaining three light field ambulances of the old
type in lieu of the two light field ambulances introduced

by the British (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/l: Proposed Com~
position Canadian Army (Field Force) in the United Kingdom,

16 Jan 42), .

26, In May 1942 the British decided to
reorganize their infantry and armoured divisions - the
former to consist of two infantry brigades and one tank
brigade, the latter one armoured and one infantry brigade
(Lorry borne) (C.M.H.Q. file 6/Brit Army/l1: W.O0. letter
20/RAC/120 (S.D.1l), 20 May 42). Several defects in this
organization appeared on Exercise "TIGER", however, and
it was not adopted by the Canadians (C.M.H.Q. file

1/Cdn Army/l: Tel 1998, McNaughton to Stuart, 12 Jun 42).

27. Nevertheless, after the arrival overseas
of the 4th Canadian Armoured Division that summer, it was
agreed that there should be more infantry in an armoured

#See paragraph 13.
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division (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/2: MNinutes of meet-
ing held at H.Q. First Cdn Army, 22 Qct 42), Various or=-
ganizations were discussed, but, in view of the shortage

of manpower and shipping, the decision was taken towards the
end of 1942 to reorganize thc 4th and 5th Canadian Armoured
Divisions on the British model of one armourcd and one
infantry brigade (ibid: Tel GS 4182, McNaughton to

Stuart, 21 Dec 42, and reply, Tel CGS 693, 23 Dec 42).

28. The reorganization of the Flrst Canadlan

Army, authorized as from 11 Jan 43, thorefore gave each
Canadian armoured division the following composition:

HEADQUARTER UNITS:

Headquarters of an armoured division
Support company
Intelligence section#
Field security soction
Light aid detachment (B)

ARMOURED CORPS:

Armoured rcconnaissance roegiment - L.A.D. (C)
Headquarters armourced brigade

3 Armourcd regimcnts = L.A.D. (C)

1 Motor battalion = L.A.D. (B)

ARTILLERY :
Heoadquartors divisional artillery
Field regiment - L.A.D. (B)
Field regiment (S.P.) = L.A.D. (D)
Anti-tank rogiment - L.A.D. (A)
Light anti-aircraft rogimont
Light anti-aircraft rcgiment workshop

ENGINEERS$
eld park squadron
2 Field squadrons - L.A.D. (B)

SIGNALS:
rmoured divisional signals - L.A.D. (B)

INFANTRY ¢
eadquarters infantry brigade
Support company
Light aid detachment (A)
3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
eadqu ers commandcr armourcd divisional R.C.A.S.C.
Armoured divisional troops company
Armcured brigadc company
Infantry brigade company

MEDICAL
t ficld ambulance
Field ambulanco
Field dressing station
Field hygiene scction

#Disbanded, effoctive 14 Jan 43. (G.0. 284/43)
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ORDNANCE ¢

Hoadquarters divisional R.E.M.E,#
Armoured brigade workshop
Infantry brigade workshop

POSTAL ¢
ostal unit

PROVOST s
rovost company

(C.M.H.Q. Administrative Order
No. 2, effective 11 Jan 43)

29. Subsequent changes in the Canadian armoured
divisions corresponded to those in the infantry divisions
discussed previously.## On the revival of machine gun bat=-
talions, for example, the infantry brigade of each armoured
division gained an independent machine gun company. (G.O.
222/44, effective 24 Feb 44, and G.0. 120/45, effective 1 Jul
44) With respect to the R.C.A.S.C. there was a major
difference, however, for on the abolition of thec corps
troops transport column early in 1944 an armoured division-
al transport company was added to each armourcd division,
In addition, the armoured brigasde company was increased

from four to five transport platoons and the infantry
brigade company of an armourcd division was increased by

one transport platoon. (C.M.H.Q. file 1/0Org RCASC/1: C.

of S., C.M.H.Q , to G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, 29 Feb 44)

30. During opcerations in Italy in the summer

of 1944 it became apparent that the oeffecctiveness of an
armoured division could be doubled by adding a second
infantry brigade in order to provide necessary reclief.
(C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/5: Notes on Recorg =~ 5 Cdn
Armd Div, by Lt-Gen Burns, 9 Jul 44) It was thercfore
recommended that the 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade with
certain ancillary units be authorizecd for the 5th Canadian
Armoured Division, the three infantry battalions being
obtained by converting a motor regiment, a reconnaissance
regiment, and a light anti-aircraft regiment and by
reallocating the armoured car regiment of the 1lst Canadian
Corps to the lst Canadian Infantry Division (H.Q.S. 20-1,
F.D. 308:¢ C. of S., C.lM.H.Q. to C.G.S., 1 Aug 44 - copy
on C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/6). This additional brigade
existed only until the 1lst Canadian Corps rcached North-
West EBurope (G.0. 18/45, effective 13 Jul 44, and G.0. 295/
45, offcctive 13 and 15 Mar 45).

# A speclal note stated that the British R.E.M.E. organ-
ization, nomenclature and distribution of dutics would be
adopted, but that a separate R.E.M.E. Corps would not be
created, personnel to remain R.C.0.C.

#%8eo paragraphs 17-21,

###¥The former infantry divisional transport companies,
on the other hand, becamec army troops,.
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31, The authorlzod composition of a Canadian
armoured division at the cnd of hostilities in Europe is
given in Appendix "D" to this Report.

THE INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE

32, On mobilization in 1939 the C.A.S.F. had
two army tank battalions, which the noxt yoar were combined
with two mechanizod cavalry regiments#* to form the 1lst
Canadian Armourcd Brigade (G.0. 253/40, offcctive 13 Aug
40), Early in 1941, howover, on the organization of the
5th Canadian Armoured Division with its two armoured
brigades, the lst Canadian Army Tank Brigade was con=-
stituted as a separatc formation with a hoadquartcrs and
thrce battalions (G.0. 79/41, effoctive 11 Fcb 41),
Although 1t was assumed originally that the rolc of these
battalions would be confined to closc co-operation with
the infantry, British exporicncc showed that an army

tank brigade oftecn had to operate semi-indepondently. To
meet this nced new establishments introduced in Junc

1941 provided brigade hecadquarters with a fighting cle-
ment and army tank battalions and squadrons with closc
support tanks. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Tk Bde/1: W.0. letter
79/Mobn/4496 (S.D.1l), 9 Jun 41) The 2nd Canadian

Army Tank Brigade, similarly organized, was constituted
early in 1942 on the conversion of the 4th Division to
armour (G.0. 132/42, cffoctive 26 Jan 42). The battalions
bocame army tank regiments in May 1942 (G.0. 302/42, ecffec-
tive 15 May 42). The 3rd Canadian Army Tank Brigade was
created in the gencral rcorganization of 1943 but later
that same year its hoadquarters and threc surplus army
tank regiments were disbanded for rcinforcements (G.O.
223/43, cffcctive 1 Jan 43, and G.0. 89/44, offoctivo

1 Nov 43). Mecanwhile, the lst and 2nd Army Tank Brigados
had been redesignatcd the lst and 2nd Arrnourcd Brigades,
their a tank regiments becoming armourcd rcgiments
(G.0. 8:13'%4, effoctivo 26 Aug and 22 Jul 43 rcspectively).
As they were equipped with the same typc of tank, they
thus becamc interchangcablc with the armoured brigades

of divisions.#* (P.C. 67/621 of 2 Fcb 44),

33. Despite these many changes of nomenclature,
the basic organization rcmained practically constant -

a headquartors, throc rogiments, signals, and service
units. The composition of cach indopendent armourcd brig-
ade at the end of the war is given in Appendix "E" to this
Report.

#0ne of the latter was attached to the Brigade. Sce
paragraph 23 of this Report.

##It should be noted, however, that an indepondent
armourcd brigade did not have in its basic organizotion
a motor battalion,
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THE INFANTRY (RIFLE) BATTALION

54, On mobilization in 1939 Canadian infantry
(rifle) battalions adopted British war establishment
II/1931/12B/3+% published 6 Apr 38 with organization table
of 6 S8ep 39, This provided for:

Offrs O.R.
Battalion headgquarters 4 43
Headquarters:=t company with 5 210
signal, anti-aircraft, mortar,
carrier, pioneer and adminis-
trative platoons
4 Rifle companies (each; 3 97 (x4)
S i

Eleven platoons of the battalion - the anti-aircpaft,
mortar, pioneer, and two platoons per rifle company -

were led by Warrant Officers Class III, the remainder

by subalterns. A rifle company had three platoons each
of three sections, a platoon having 29 other ranks, a
section one corporal and seven privates. Battalions with
Scottish or Irish affiliations were allowed six additional
pipers. Due to differences in British and Canadian pay
procedure, all Canadian battalions carried in addition a
paymaster and his batman (C.A.R.0s. 36 and 366).

35, In November 1939 each battalion recrulted

an infantry anti-tank platoon to be attached to it and

wear its distinctive dress, but three months later such pla-
toons were concentrated and formed into a separate company
for each brigade (W.D., 1 Inf A. Tk Coy, November 1939 =~
February 1940).

36, The initial campaign of the B.E.F. in France
revealed that the infantry battalion required more men "for
digging, for patrols and for holding long frontages at night
and in conditions of poor visibility". To meet this

need the War Office in March 1940 authorized an addi-
tional three men per rifle scction and threec cooks per
battalion, a total of 111 0.R. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Inf Bn/1:
War Office letter 20/Infantry/3120 (S.D.1(b)), 4 Apr 40)
Canadian authorities at once adopted this British higher
establishment IT/1931/12F/13#s% (G.O. 169/40, effective

15 Mar 40),

#(H.S.) 723,009 (D1) contains a copy. This report does
not desl in detail with the machine gun battalion nor the
motor battalion.

##British W.BEs. use the term "headquarter company",
Canadian W.Es. "headquarters company".

##3# copy of this W.E. and all those referred to later in
t?is section is found on C.M.H.Q. file 5/Inf Bn/1, 1/2, and
1/3.



37 Shortly afterwards it was decided to
replace all W.0s. III by subalterns, & step taken concur-
rently with the British (P.C. 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40,
effective 1 May 40, and A.C.I., 804). Including pay
personnel, the Canadian infantry battalion now had

33 officers and 753 O.R. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Inf Bn/l:
C.M-H.Q. to HnQ. 2 Cdn Div, L7 Sep 40)-

38, After a thorough study of the initial
campaign in France, the War Office in October 1940

decided to retain the basic organization of the infantry
battalion but to increase its 3-in mortars and carriers,
adding motorcycles to the carrier platoon (ibid: W.O.
letter 20/Infy/3243 (8.D.1), 25 Oct 40), To compensate

for these incrocases it was later found necessary, in view
of the shortage of manpower, to reduce the rifle section

by one private (ibid, 29 May 41). Reorganization of British
battalions on the now W.E. II/1931/12F/2 was not authorized,
however, until September 1941 (ibid, 11 Sep 41). Incorpor=-
ating special adaptations, a Canadian cquivalent based on
prior information and identified as Cdn II/1940/12F/1 al~
ready had been introduced effective 1 Aug 41 (P.C. 77/
7841 of 9 Oct 41 and G.0. 228/41), This provided for 32
officers and 767 0.R. in the battalion, each rifle company
having five officers and 119 0.R., each platoon one officer
and 36 O.R., each scction one corporal and nine privates.

39, To conform to British changes such as the
introduction of six 2-pr anti-tank guns and four 20-mm
anti-aircraft guns into the infantry battalion, a new W.E.
Cdn II/1940/12F/2 was adoptcd on 3 Sop 42 (P.C. 44/3723

of 4 May 42 and G.0. 472/42). This climinated headquarters
company by adding to battalion headquarters an administra-
tive wing of threec platoons = signel, anti-aircraft and
administrative « and by creating a support company of four
platoons = carricr, mortar, anti-tank, and pioncer. The
medical officer and the paymaster, formerly shown as attach-
ed, were now included with the rogimental officers, as

was a licutenant R.C. Sigs to command the signal platoon.
Again the infantry section was rcduced by one privatce,

The total strength of the battalion was now 37 officers and
782 0.R., each of the four riflsc companies having five
officers and 110 0.R., cach platoon one officer and 33
O.R., each scction onc corporal and cight privates.

40, In January 1943, when the entire First
Canadian Army began an extensive rcorganization to conform
more closely to British war cstablishments,#* there was
published & new W.E. Cdn II/12F/3 (P.C. 2339 of 23 Mar 43
and G.0, 144/43, effective 1 Jan 43). This was authorized
for 31 Canadian infantry battalions in the United Kingdom
effective 31 Jan 43 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative Order No.

#See paragraph 16 of this Report,
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18, 27 Jan 43). On the one hand it reintmpoduced a head=-
quarters company to control thec signel and administrative
platoons and provided for the later replaccment of 2-pr
antli-tank guns by six 6-prs; on the other hand it oliminated
the anti-aircraft platoon and rcduced the rifle companies
from four to three. Although the battalion thus decreased
in strength to 32 officers and 741 0.R., each of the three
rifle companies now had five officers and 142 0.R., each
platoon one officer and 44 0.R. One lence-corporal was
added to each scction. Effective 15 Mar 43, the reference
number of the ncw W.E. was changed from Cdn II/12F/3 to
Cdn I11/233/1 (W.D., C.M.H.Q. (G.S.), March 1943, Appx 75:
W.E. letter ‘77, 12 Mar 4:'3)0

4]1. The fourth rifle company was reintmoduced by
the British in April 1943 (C.M.H.Q. file 6/Br Army/1/2:
W.0. letter 20/Inf/3502 (S.D.1l), 11 Apr 43). This change
was incorporated in a ncw W.E. Cdn II/233/2 dated 27 Apr

43 (G.0, 466/43), Tho battalion strength thus incroased

to 37 officers and 811 0.R., although cach riflc company

was reduced to five officors and 122 0.R., each platoon

to one officer and 36 O0.R. A section still had a corporal,
lance~-corporal, and cight privates. This new W.E., was
Immediately authorized for the battalions of the 1lst
Canadian Infantry Division, which had just received mob-
1lization orders # for the Sicilian invasion ((H.S.) 212Cl.
4009 (p86): C.M.H.Q. Mobilization Order No, 1, 17 Apr 43,
as amended). Owing to manpowecr shortagcs, however, the
remaining Canadian battalions temporarily retained the lower
establishment (C.M.F.Q. filc 1/0rg Inf/l: Extract from
memo re Army Comd's Conferoncs, 8 Jun 43). Evontually they
worc placed upon Cdn II/233/2 coffective 1 Aug 43 (C.M.H.Q.
Administrative Ordor No. 107, 20 Jul 43).

42, Within a few days these battalions were

again reorganized on a new W.E. Cdn II/233/3 offective

5 Aug 43 (G.0. 466/43 and C.M.H.Q. Administrative Ordor

No, 119, 7 Aug 43). It made no changes in basic organization
and strength ?57 officers and 811 0.R.), but provided for

all four rifle company commanders to be majors (C.A.0.R.O.
4273, 12 Feb 44). Although battalions in the Mediterranean
theatre did not convert to this new W.E. until February

1944, they were allowed to adopt the same effective date

(5 Aug 43? as for the others and thus protect the seniority

#In the Canadian sonse of the term, units were "mob-
ilized" on being formed or created by Order-in-Council., In
the British scnse, however, the "mobilization" of a unit
is the process of completing it in all respects by a de-
finite date by virtue of its having bcen given an over=
riding priority. ((H.S.) 212¢1.4009 (D86): Memo on
Mobilization, 7 Apr 43) Thercforc Canadian units, although
mobilized in Canada or in some instances overseas, received
specific "mobilization orders" prior to lcaving the United
Kingdom.
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and pensions of porsonncl affccted (C.M.H.Q. Administrat-
ive Order No., 29, 26 Fob 44; sce also C,M.H.Q. file
5/Inf Bn/1/2: Tel ACG 1554, Flambo to Canmilitry, 30 Dec 43).

43. Incorporating numerous minor amendments,

a new W.E. Cdn II/233/4 was authorized cffective 15 Aug 44
(6.0. 553/44)., Again it brought no change in basic or n~
ization nor in strength, apart from a notc which provided
for an additional four privates (one driver I.C. per

rifle company) when the battalion formed part of an
armoured division. An amcndment of Septomber 1944,
however, added a Scout officcr plus his batman, thus
increasing the strength of a normal battalion to 38
officers and 812 0.R. (C.}{.H.Q. file 5/Inf Bn/1/3:
Amendment No. 4, effcetive 30 Scp 44).

44, This W.E. Cdn II/233/4 was still in force
at the end of the war. A Cansdian infantry (rifle)
battalion then consistcd of:

Of frs O.R-.

Battalion headquarters 6 54
Headquartors company with 5 94
signals and administrative
platoons
Support company with 7 184

mortar, carricr, anti-tank
and pioncer platoons
4 rifle companics (cach) 120 (x4)
B8I2™

5
38

Each rifle company had throe platoons of one offlicer
and 36 0.R., cach platoon thrce scections of a corporal,
lance=corporal, and eight privates.

THE ARMOURED REGIMEIT, C.A.C.

45. On the Canadian Armourcd Corps belng

named a Corps of the Active Militia in August 1940,3%

units converted to armourcd regimcnts in the new corps

wore to adopt British W.E. I/1931/5C/1#%, This provided for:

#8ce paragraph 23 of this Report.

#4411 W.Es. referped to in this scction may be found
on C.M.H.Q. filec 5/Armd Regt/l and /1/2. The report does
not discuss the W.Es. for an army tank battalion or
regiment, which are found on C.M.H.Q. file 5/Tk Regt/l.
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- Offl‘s ODR. A.F.VS-
Regimental headquartoers 5 12 4 cruiser tks

Headquarter squadron with § 120
intercomrmnication and 10 scout cars
administrative troops

3 Squadrons (each) 7 138 14 cruiser tks

2 close support
cruiser tks
3T 546

Bach squadron had two cruiscr tanks and two close support
cruiser tanks in its headquarters and comprised four
troops, each of thrcc cruiser tanks. An amendment dated
18 Nov 40 stated that the armourcd fighting wvehicles
would vary in type and might consist of a combination

of various marks of tanks.

46, For the armoured rogiment C.A.C. this
British W.E. was superseded by Cdn I/1940/5E/1 effcetive
30 Sep 41 (P.C. 42/8600 of 5 Nov 41 and G.0. 255/41).
Although the basic organization and allotment of tanks
remained unchanged, there was an incerease of two other
ranks in the regimental strength., In addition, provision
was made for an attached paymaster, medical officer, and
two R.C.0.C. armourcrs. Amendment ¥No, 2, offective 1 Apr
42, allowed armoured rcgiments equipped with fivesman
tanks an increment of 55 O.R. (G.0. 217/42).

47, As part of the roorganization of the First
Canadian Army to conform to British establishments, a

now W.E. Cdn I/5E/2 was authorized on 1 Jan 43 (P.C.
60/2993 of 13 Apr 43 and G.0. 168/43), 8Six Canadian
armoured regiments in the Unitcd Kingdom adopted this

now W.E. effoctive 31 Jan 43 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative
Order No, 21, 29 Jan 43), Among other changes it provided
regimental headguarters with onc command tank and eleven
crulser tanks, eight to bc anti-aircreaft tanks if available,.
It also added to headquarters squadron a reconnaissance
troop with ten universal carriers and deleted one sccut

car from the intercommunication troop. Each of the three
squadrons geined a fifth troop of threc cruiscr tanks,

The regimoent now had ninc scout cars, one comrand tank, and
68 cruiser tanks. Including the paymaster and medicel
officer, its strength increased to 37 officers and 646 O.R.
In addition, armourcd rcgiments cquippcd with five-man tanks
were allowed an increrment of 64 O.R., those with six-man
tanks 125 0.R., and those with seven-man tanks 189 0.R.
Effective 15 Mar 43, the refcerence number of this new

W.E. was changed from Cdn 1/5E/2 tc Cdn II/151/1 (W.D,,
C.M.H.Q. (G.S.), March 1943, Appx 75: W.E. letter 77,

12 Mar 43). Amendment No, 1 authorized onc recovery tank
with three tradesmen for each of the thrce squadron
headquarters and a further eight troopers for regimental
headquarters (G.0. 3508/43, cffoctive 8 May 43).

48, Shortly afterwards this W.E. was rewritten
as Cdn II/151/2 (G.0. 422/43, effective 29 May 43), The
increment for five-man crcws was now incorporated in the
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basic establishment, which thus provided for a total of 37
officers and 727 0.R. If cquipped with six-man tanks
rogiments were still allowed an incrcnent of 125 0.R.,

if with seven-man tanks 189 0.R. This W.E. also embodied
a new policy regarding tradesmen in A.F.V. crows.

49, Effective 12 Jan <4, a new W,E. Cdn

II/151/3 was authorized for armourecd rcginmcnts C.A.C.%
(6.0, 346/44). This W.E. roduccd the number of A.F.Vs.

in rogimental headquarters to four cruiser tanks. 1In
headquarters squadron it replaced the ten universal
carricrs by eleven light tanks for the roconnaissance
troop and introduced a troop of six anti-eircraft tanks.

To each of the three squadrons it added an administrative
troop. The regimental strength thus was increased to

38 officers and 657 0.R. As the Sherman tank witha

crew of five had become standard, the provision for
increments to allow for six-man or seven-man tanks was
removed. An armoured regiment now had nine scout cars,

six anti-aircraft tanks, 61 cruiser tanks, eleven light
tanks and three recovery tanks. Due to the favourable

air situation which developed in both Italy and North-
West Europe, the anti-aircraft troop with its six A.A.
tanks was later deleted in favour of seven armoured tracked
vehicles for the carriage of ammunition to replenish tanks in
forward areas during an action. A saving of one officer
and nine 0.R. per armoured regiment resulted. (G.0. 61/45,
Amendment No. 10, effective 15 Oct 44, See also C.M.H.Q.
file 5/Armd Regt/1/2: G.S. Submission No. 328, 27 Nov 44)

50, Incorporating eleven amendments to the
former W.E.,, Cdn II/151/4 was authorized effective 30

Nov 44 (G.0, 61/45). Including three further amendments,
this was the W.E, for an armoured regiment C.A.C. at the
end of the Second World War. It provided for:

Offrs OQR. A.FIVS‘

Regimental headquarters 5 16 4 cruiser tks
Headquarters squadron with 9 172
reconnaissance, 11 light tks
intercommunication, and 9 scout cars
adninistrative troops
3 Squadrons (each) 8 153 19 cruiser tks
1 recovery tk
~38 647

A squadron consisted of squadron headqQuarters with four

#The armoured regiments of the lst Canadian Armoured
Brigade, which had operated in Italy on a special British
W.E. known as VI/560/4, an armoured regiment, Middlé East,
did not adopt Cdn II/151/3 until 1 Apr 44 (C.M.H.Qe
Administrative Order No. 84, 15 May 44. For relevant
documents sec C.M.H.Q. file 1/0rg CAC/1/2)
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cruiser tanks and one recovery tank, an administrative

troop, and five troops of threce cruiser tanks each. In
addition, each squadron headquarters had two tracked

armoured ammunition carriers and headquarters squadron

had one (these vchicles having been shown formerly as command
tanks ) .

THE FIELD REGIMENT, C.A.C.

51, The artillery of the C.A.S.F. was
mobilized initially on the old organization of three
field brigades per division# (G.0. 135/39). British
W.E. III/1931/9/3%#% dated April 1937 provided for a
divisional field brigade to have:

Offrs O.R. Armament
Brigade headquarters - B 43
3 Batteries (18-pr) (each) 6 137 6 guns (x3)
1 Battory (4.5-in howitzer) 6 138 . 6 howitzers
28 592

A battery had threec sections, each of two towed guns or
-howltzers, A ficld brigade thercfore had a total of 18
guns and six howitzers, a division 54 guns and 18 howitzers,
all towed by light dragons or six-wheceled artillery tractors.

52, The British Army had alrcady set about
replacing field brigades by field rcegiments of artillery.
To avoid changing horses in mid-stream, however, the
Canadian authoritics decided to send the artillery of
the 1st Division overseas "organized in field brigades
for conversion to rcgiments on arrival". (C.M.F.Q. file
1/Div/1s Tel 471, External to Dominion, 26 Oct 39) The
aetual change-over took place soon after they reached
England, the field brigades of the 2nd Division being
converted lator just prior to leaving Canada (G.Os.

44 and 123/40, effective 21 Decc 39 and 1 Jun 40).

53. Under the new organization, British W.E.
I1/1931/7A/2%% of Junc 1938, a ficld ragiment comprised:

#This section does not attempt to discuss the
organization of artillery units allotted to corps or army.
In many cases they differed considerably according to
thelr armament, in others they were similar to the
field regiment of a division but bore a different number,

#*#(H.8.) 723.009 (D1) contains a copy.
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Offrs O0.R. Armament
Regimental(headq?a?ters) 43 (x2)
2 Batteries (25-pr) (each 11 256 12 guns (x2

27 555 24 guns

Normally, each battery had three troops, cach troop two
sections, each section two 25-pr towed guns or a total of
four guns per troop, 12 per battery, 24 per regiment.
Alternatively, each battery could have two troops of four
18=-pr guns each and one troop of four 4,5-in howitzers.
Some time elapsed, however, bcforc tho 1lst Division was
able to replace with 25-pounders thec 1l8~pounddrs of
First World War type which they took oversocas, while the
2nd Division had to make do with obsoloscent 75-mm pieces
until September 1941 (8tacey, Col C.P,, The Canadian
Army (King'!s Printer, Ottawag, pp 7 and 32).

54, Mcanwhile, the organization of a field
regiment underwent considerable changcs based upon the
recommendation of the Bartholomocw Conmittecst that there

be a closer affiliation of artillery to infantry brigades,
By October 1940 the British had produced a now W.E. but
toentatively delayed formal approval while the Finch
Committees* studied a possible reduction of personnel and
transport. (C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Arty/l: Montague to Secty
D.N.D., 15 Oct 40) At the request of Lt=-Gen McNaughton,
however, it becamc authorized as an interim ostablishment
for a field regiment, R.C.A., offoctive 1 Nov 40, As

such it was identificd as Cdn II/1940/7A/1.:#%¢ (P.C. 24/1327
of 22 Feb 41 and G.0. 51/41) Each of the field recgiments
affected was extensively reorganized into threo batterics,
each of two troops of two scctions, cach scction having
two 25=-pr towed guns. This basic organization proved

to be most satisfactory and was not changed again,

The new field regiment thus had 24 towed 25-pr guns, manned
by 39 officers and 626 0.R., with a subaltern replacing

the W.0, III formerly allotted to each troop.

554" As soon as the new British establishment

for a field regiment, R.A., became firm, the interim
Canadian W.E. was replaced by Cdn II/1940/74/2#%%¢ effective
1 Jun 41, (P.C. 58/4840 of 3 Jul 41 and G.0. 144/41)

This provided fors

Offrs O.R. Armament

Regimental headquarters 6 56
3 Battories (each) 10 194 8 guns (x3)
T BIm v

#See paragraph 5 of this Report.
##See paragraph 7.
###C M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Arty/l contains a copy.
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After the reorganization of ecarly 1943, its identification
number changed from Cdn II/7A/2 to Cdn II/173/1 effective
15 Mar 43 (W.D., C.M.E.Q. (G.S.), March 1943, Appx 75:
W.E. letter 77, 12 Mar 43).

56. Effective 29 Jul 43, this W.E. for a field
regiment in an infantry division was recplaced by Cdn
115187/1* (G.0. 422/43). By including the medical officer
and paymaster, formerly shown as attached, the strength of
the regiment increased to 38 officers and 638 0O.R.

57. Meanwhile, the W.E. of a field regiment in
an armoured division, although almost identiecal to Cdn II/
1940/7A/2, had beoen numbercd Cdn I/1940/6A/1 and later
renumbered Cdn ITI/172/1 offective 15 Mar 43 (W.E. lotter
77 gg cit). On 29 Jul 43 it was superseded by Cdn
I1/172/2%% (G.0. 422/43), As in the case of a fiecld
regiment in an infantry division, there werec 38 officers
and 638 O.R. manning 24 towed 25-pr guns.

58. Effective 18 Mar 44 both Cdn II/172/2 and

Cdn II1/187/1 were supcrseded by a single W.E. Cdn
II/190B/1, ##%* which provided for a ficld regiment in an
armoured or infantry division (G.0. 346/44). It

retained the basic organization of 38 officers and 638

0.R. manning 24 towed 25-pr guns but added ecight 20-mm guns.

59. After no less than eight amendments, one

of which deleted the cight 20-mm guns, this W.E. was
rewritten as Cdn II/190B/2:## effective 26 Dec 44 (G.O.
148/45). With minor amendments, this was the establishment
in force for a field regiment, R.C.A., in an armoured
division or an infantry division at the end of the war.,

It provided for:

Offrs O.R, Armament
Regimental headquarters 8 56
3 Batteries (each) 10 192 8 guns (x3)
38 632 2Z guns

A battery still had two troops, a troop two sections,
a section two 25-pr towed guns.

#CM.H.Q . file 5/Fd Regt/l contains a copy.
##C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Regt Armd/1 contains a copy.
###C,M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Regt Armd & Inf/1 contains a copy.
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60, While an infantry division had three such
regiments, an armoured division had but one field regiment
of towed guns and one field (self-propelled) regiment
manning twenty=-four 25-pr S.P. guns con a RAM chassis.s*

At the end of the war the field (S.P.) regiment in each
of the armoured divisions was operating on W.E. Cdn

II/190A/3%% (G.0. 219/45, effecctive 15 Apr 45). This
provided for:

Offrs 0.R. Armament
Regimental headquarters ok
3 Batteries (cach) 10 183 8 guns (x3)
39 610 27 guns

As in a field regiment with towed guns, a battery had
two troops cach of two sccticns cach with two 25-pr S.P.
guns. In addition, the field (S.P.) regiment had cight
20=-mm guns,

CONCLUSION

61. This report was written by Major R.B.
Oglesby, R.C.A.S.C.

5
ﬁ_ﬁf P. cey) olor%zﬂ—

Director
Historical Section (G.S.)

#During operations in Italy, 8 Fd (S.P.) Regt, R.C.A.,
which served with the 5th Canadian Armoured Division, had
105~-mm guns in lieu of 25-pr RAMS and adopted W.E. Cdn
11/189/1, later Cdn II/189/2 (Sce C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd
Regt 105 Armd/1)

##C.M.H.Q. file 5/Fd R 190A/1 contains a copy.



APPENDIX "%“
to Report .

COMPOSITION OF A DIVISION

ON MOBILIZATION

1 Sep 39
British W.E. Offrs O.R.
UARTERS:
eadquarters of a division I11/1931/1/2 18 120

CAVALRY:

Divisional cavalry regiment II/1931/6/2 21 415

ARTILLERY:

H.Q., divisional artillery II/1931/34/2 6 24
3 Field brigades, each withIII/1931/9/3 28 592(x3)
Headquarters
3 Batteries (18-pr)
1 Battery (4.5-in how)
1 Anti-tank regiment 11/1931/1/3 17 524
ENGINEERS:
H.Q. divisional engineers II/1931/4/2 6 31
1 Divisional field park
company I1/1931/9/4 3 153
3 Field companies II/193%1/104/2 5 237(x3)
SIGNALS:
visional signals II/1931/11/4 18 472
INFANTRY:
3 Infantry brigades, each with
Brigade headquarters II/1931/2/4 9 56(x3)
3 Infantry(rifle)battalionsII/1931/12B/3 21 641(x9)
1 Machine gun battalion II/1931/12C/2 20 653(x3)
ARMY SERVICE CORPS:
.Q. divisional R.A.S.C. 11/1931/5/2 6 29
: ammunition company I1/1931/13/3 10 378
Petrol company II/1931/134/2 7 292
Supply column II/1931/15/3 15 439
MEDICALS:
— 3 Field ambulances II/1931/16/2 10 165(x3)
1 Field hygiene section II/1931/117/1 1 23

MISCELLANEOUS:

. \ rovost company . II/1931/20/4 1 105
Divisional postal unit II/1931/21/2 1 24
Employment platoon II/1931/25/1 = 34

TOTAL PER INFANTRY DIVISION: 535 13,941

((H.S.) 723.009(D1) contains a copy of
each of these war establiahments?



APPENDIX "B"
to Report No. 57

COMPARATIVE LAYOUT OF BRITISHE DIVISICNS

October 1942

.
DETAIL !

H.C.

.

|

g

ARMOURED DIVISION

H.Q. Armd Div
L.A.D. Type B
Armd Div Sp Coy
Armd Div Sec Int Corps
Armd Div F.S. Sec

H.Q. Armd Bde
THREE Armd Regts
THREE L.A.Ds. Type C
Motor Bn
L.A.D. Type B

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.,D. Type &
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

Armd C., Regt
L.A.,D, Type A

H.Q. Armd Div R.A.
TWO Fd Regts
™0 L.A.Ds. Type B
A Tk Regt
LD T_ype A
Lt A.A. Regt
Lt A,A. Regt Wksp

Fd Pk Sagn
L.A.D., Type B
TWO Fd Sans

Armd Div Sigs
L.A.D, Type B

. — — e —

? DIVISION

——

INFANTRY DIVISION

 HeQ. Div

Div Sp Coy

{ Div Sec Int Corps
{ Div F.S. Sec

H.Q. Tk Bde
THREE Tk Bns

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A,D, Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.aA.D. Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

— — — ———— —— A ———— -t ———— | — ————

‘H.Q. Div R.A.
THREE Fd Regts

A Tk Regt

L.A.D. Type A

Lt A.A., Regt

Lt A.A., Regt Wksp

H.Q. Div R.E.
Fd Pk Coy
L.A.D. Type B
THREE Fd Coys

Div Sigs
L.a.D. Type B

|

|
|
!
!
|

1

|
:
|
!

H.Q. Div
Div Sp Coy
Div Sec Int Corps
Div F.S. Sec

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.D, Type A

THREE L.a.Ds. Type C Inf Bde Sp Coy

THREE Inf Bns

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.D, Type A
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.Q. Inf Bde
L.A.,D. Type &
Inf Bde Sp Coy
THREE Inf Bns

H.Q. Div R.A.
THREE Fd Regts

THREE L.A.Ds. Type B THREE L.A,Ds. Type b

A Tk Regt

L.A.,D, Type A
Lt A.A, Regt
L

t A.A. Regt Wksp

H.Q. Div R.E.
Fd Pk Coy
L.A.D. Type B
THREE Fd Coys

Div Sigs
L.A.D. Type B
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DETATIL | ARMOURED DIVISION : DIVISION INFANTRY DIVISION
' [ y . i i L S
Recce | '
Corps
Recce Regt Recce Regt
L.A.D. Type B L.A.D. Type B
ST .
H.Q. Armd Div R.A.S.C. H.Q. Div R.A.S.C. |H.Q. Div R.A.S.C.
Armd Bde Coy Tk Bde Coy TEREE Inf Bde Coys
Inf Bde Coy TWO Inf Bde Coys,; Div Tps Coy
Armd Div Tps Coy Div Tps Coy
|
Med i
Lt Fd Amb ! WO Fa Ambs THREE Fd Ambs
Fd Amb T™WO F.D.Ss. TWO F.D.Ss.
F.D.S. Fd Hyg Sec Fd Hyg Sec
Fd Hyg Sec
Wksps ' |
H.Qs. Armd Div R.E.M.E. H.Q. Div R.E,M,E., 'H.Q. Div R.E.M,E,
Armd Bde Wksp Tk Bde Wksp TEREE Inf Bde Wksps
Inf Bde Wksp ! TWO Inf Bde Wksps
i |
Pro 1
Armd@ Div Pro Coy ! Div Pro Coy E Div Pro Coy
|
Postal !
Armd Div Postal Unit Div Postal Unit : Div Postal Unit
t
! |
: I
' i

(C.M.H.Q. file 6/Br Army/1:
Appx to W.0. letter 20/Gen/6059
(S.D. 1), 1 0ot 42)




AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF AN

INFANTRY DIVISION

31 May 45

HEADQUARTERS:
visional headquarters

Increment 'A!

ARMOURED CORPS:
econnaissance regiment

ARTILLERY:
eadquarters, R.C.A.,
3 Field regiments (each)
Headquarters
3 Batteries (25-pr)
1 H.Q. anti-tank regiment
Increment 'A!
3 Anti-tank batteries
1 Anti-tank battery

1 H.Q. light anti-aircraft
regiment
3 L.A.A. batteries

1 C.,M.0, staff (A)

ENGINEERS:
eadquarters, R.C.E.
1l Field park company
1 Bridge platoon
3 Field companies

SIGNALS:
visional signals

INFANTRY:
achine gun battalion
Defence and employment
3 Infantry brigades (each
Headquarters

Ground defence platoon

3 Infantry battalions

SUPPLY AND THANSPORT:
. L] R. '.AOS. -
3 Infantry brigade compan-
ies (2 tpt pls each)

1 Divisional troops company

(2 tpt pls)

MEDICAL:
3 Field ambulances

2 Field dressing stations

1 Field hygiene section

ORDNANCE :
rdnance field park

latoon

APPENDIX "C"

Cdn W.E. Offrs 0O.R.
I1/116/3 32 112
7o 123
I1/251/3 43 7117
I1/117/4 10 31
II/190B/2 38 632
I1/181/3 7 54
1 2
§I¢132%§1 7 142
I/1 X 144
3% 626
II/179/3 41
II/l%OA/l % 170
3 5
II/150A/3 5 43
I1/118/3 7 217
I1/195/3 4 112
II/196/2 3 40
II1/194/4 7 249
II/219/1 29 714
I11/240Q/2 o1
I1/146/2 }g 760
11/141/3 18 52
II/148/2 - 21
I1/233/4 %8 812
II/261/2 10 35
- 9 308
g 9 291
I1/298/2 12 230
11/291/2 6 89
I1/299/3 2 21
III/290/2 - 2 18

to Report No. B7
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Cdn W.E, Offrs O.R,

ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS:

H.Q. R.C.E.M.E. I11/50/3 5 17
Increment 'A! 1
3 Infantry brigade workshops II/339/5 6 184 (x3)
1 L.A.A. Workshop (a) II/51/3 1 28
4 Light aid detachments (a) II/317/4 i 15 (x4)
6 Light aid detachments (B) II/317/4 i 13 (x6)
1 Light aid detachment (D) II/3404/5 1 46
POSTAL:
visional postal unit 11/207/3 1 21
Increment 'A! “%
2
PROVOST:
rovost company I1/341/3 3 112
INTELLIGENCE:
Field security section I1/359/4 1 12
Increment 'A! 1
13
*
TOTALS
1lst Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,158
2nd Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,176
3rd Canadian Infantry Division 917 17,176
INFANTRY DIVISIONAL INCREMENTS TO CORPS TROOPS
ORDNANCE:
nfantry ordnance sub park IT11/289/1 4 130
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B)III/293/2 3 63
Increment 'A! 7
PAY:
Field cash office III/574/3 2 5
*
TOTAL DIVISIONAL INCKEMENTS
1st Canadian Infantry Division 9 205
2nd Canadian Infantry Division 9 215
3rd Canadian Infantry Division 9 215

(C.A.O.R.O. 5941’ 4 Jul 45’
Sc?edule "A", as at 31 May
45

*Differences are accounted for by battalions with Scottish
or Irish affiliations and by variations in increments., The detail
above describes the units and increments of the 1lst Canadian
Infantry Division.



APPENDIX "D"
to Report No. 57

AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF aN

ARMOURED DIVISION

31 May 45

company (three platoons

gort

Cdn W.E,. Offrs O.R.
HEADQUARTERS:
visional headquarters I1/100/3 417 242
Administrative group
. increment 2 6
ncrement 'D! 3
52 251
ARMOURED CORPS:
Armoured reconnaissance
regiment IT/151/4 38 647
Headquarters, armoured brigade II/101/4 23 99
3 Armoured regiments II/151/4 38 647 (x3)
ARTILLERY:
eadquarters, R.C.A. II/104/3 13 38
Field regiment II/190B/2 38 632
Field regiment {S.P.) II/1904/3 39 610
Headquarters anti-tank
regiment I1/181/3 7 54
Increment 'A! 5 1 2
Increment 'B! 1 1
2 anti-tank batteries 1II/188/3 ) 169 (x2)
2 Anti-tank batteries TII/188/3 % ;%2 (x2)
2 741
Headquarters light anti-
aircraft regiment II/179/3 | 41
3 L.A.A. batteries II/1804/1 _% 170 (x3)
3 551
Counter mortar officer's staff(B)II/150B/3 4 31
ENGINEERS:
eld park squadron I11/195/3 4 112
Bridge troop I1/196/2 1 40
2 Field squadrons I1/194/4 7 249 (x2)
2 Increments 'a! 9 (x2)
SIGNALS:
armoured divisional signals I1/213/1 26 6917
INFANTRY :
eadouarters, infantry brigade II/141/3 18 52
Increment 'a! 1 1
Independent machine gun
company I1/239/2 202
Ground defence platoon 11/148/2 - 217
3 Infantry battalions I1/233/4 38 816 (x3)
1 Motor battalion I1/231/3 36 815
SUPPLY aND TRaNSPORT:
* e occhosoco II/26]./2 10 35
Armoured brigade company 14 530
(five transport platoons)
Infantry brigade company 11 369
(three transport platoons)
Armoured divisional troops 13 450
company (four pl&toonsg
armoured divisional trans 10 359



L Cdn W.E. Qffrs QR ,
MEDICAL:
~ Light field ambulance II/291/3 9 180
Field ambulance I1/298/2 12 230
Field dressing station III/474/2 6 89
Field hygiene section I1/299/3 2 217
QRDNANCE:
Armoured divisional ordnance
field park III/290/2 2 66
ELECTRICAL sND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS:
T W N.C.ELE, II/50/3 5 17
Increment 'A! 1
Armoured brigade workshop II/338/5 8 2g7
Infantry brigade workshop® II/339/5 6 184
L.A.A. Workshop (A) I1/51/3 1 28
Light aid detachment (Aa) II/317/4 : 2 15
5 Light aid detachments (B) II/317/4 1 13 (x5)
4 Light aid detachments (C) II/340/4 1 24 (x4)
4 Increments'A! 1 (x4)
Light aid detachment (D) II/3404/5 1 37
Light aid detachment (D) II/3404/5 X 42
POSTAL:
ivisional postal unit II/207/3 1 21
PROVOST:
Provost company I1/3%41/3 3 112
INTELLIGENCE:
eld security section II/359/4 2 1 12
Increment 'A' 3
MISCELLANEQUS:
ployment platoon II1/103/1 34
TOTALS ™"
4th Canadian Armoured Division 742 13,837
5th Canadian Armoured Division 748 14,033
ARMOURED DIVISION4L INCREMENTS TO CORPS TROOPS
ORDNANCE :
moured ordnance sub park I11/289/2 4 123
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B)III/293/2 3 63
Increment 'A! 7
Increment 'B! 10
PAY: '
Field cash office III/574/3 2 5
TOTAL DIVISIONAL INCKEMENTS
4th Canadian Armoured Division 9 208
5th Canadian Armoured Division - 9 198

(C.A.0.,R.0, 5941, 4 Jul 45,
Schedule "A", as at 31 May 45)

*5th Canadian Armoured Division had two infantry brigade
workshops,

**gee note to Appendix "C". In this instance the example is
the 4th Canadian Armoured Division.,



AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF

AN INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE

APPENDIX "E"
%o Report No.B7

31. MAY 45
Cdn W.E. Offrs 0.R.
MEARTERS UNITS:
sadquarters armoured brigade II/101/4 23 199
Increment Eg 16
15
ARMOURED CORPS:
moured regiments II/151/4 38 (x3) 647 (x3)
SIGNALS:
Armoured brigade signals II/213/1 3 129
Increment 'A! lg
1
SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT:
Armoured brigade company - 12 434
(4 transport platoons)
MEDICAL:
ght field ambulance I1/291/3 9 180
ORDNANCE :
Armoured brigade ordnance
field park III/lO}h/2 3 90
ELECTRICAL sND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS:
Armoured brigade worksho I1/3%38/5 8 2
3 Light aid detachments (C III/155/4 1 (x3) 24
3 Increments 'A!
25 (x3)
PROVOST:
rovost section II1/60/3 - 16
TOTAL ARMOURED BRIGADE#* 180 33176

(C.A.0.R.0. 5941, 4 Jul 45,
Schedule "A", as at 31 May 45)

#The exarple given is the lst Canadian Armoured Brigade.
The 2nd Brigade was identical with but one minor exeeption =
1ts L.A.Ds. were organized on W.E. Cdn II/340/4 rather than

I11/155/4.



