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Canadian Participation in the Operations
& ﬁorth_w%rmmoget
Part IT1: Canadian Operations, 1-23 Augus?t
1. This Report presents a detailed narrative of

Canadian operations in Normandy during the period 1-23

Aug 44. It 1is a revised version of C.M.H.Q. Report No.
169, incorporating new material which has become avallable
since 14 Jan 47 and representing a continuation of A.H.Q.

Report No. 58, There is no break in chronology; the
| method and treatment are the same., Attention remains

| focussed on the operations in whimh the Canadian formation
. took part, while an attempt has been made to show those

operations in perspective to the campaign as a whole.

indispensable business of administration has been reserved

for separate and later study.

2 Following the brief period of static warlars,
while the weight of the Allied effort went into the offencive

on the western flank, First Cdn Army became engaged in
operations which culminated in the encirclement of a

considerable mass of the enemy's forces south of Falaise,

the virtual destruction of the German Seventh Army and the
headlong retreat of the Fifth Panzer Army after severe losses
had been inflicted upon its In this decisive victory in
Normandy, won only as a result of the full and effective
co-eperation of all the Allied farces engaged, First Ccn

Army (which included the British and Polish formations

under Lt-Gen H.D.G. Crerar's command) brought the heavy
fighting, so long sustained by Second British Army, on the
left flank of the bridgehead, to & triumphant conclusion.
The succeeding pursuit phase, in which the Canadian Army
continued on the seaward flank of 21st Army Group, will be

the theme of a later report.

Se On 1 Aug the Headquarters of the 12th United
States Army Greup and the Third United States Army became
operatienal under Lt-Gen Omar N. Bradley and Lt-Gen George S.
Patton, respectively. By this time the American offensive
("COBRA") on the western flank of the Allied line had attained
full momentum and General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, who
continued as the overall ground commander, was carrying out
his complementary plan to "knock away the hinga(of the enemy!'s

<:? resistance on the eastern flank, south of Cae

Field Marshal

Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltie (London, n.d.), p. £8).
Under his direction, formations of Lt-Gen Sir Miles Dempsey's
Secénd British Army were thrusting south from the Csumont
areas In the meantime, as afterwards explained by the C.-in-
Ca; "First Canadian Army and the remainder of Second Army
were to maintain the maximum effensive activity in order to

pin t?e enemy opposition and wear it down" (ibid).
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE EASTERN BREAK-OUT

4, At the beginning of August Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds,
G.0.C, 2 Cdn Corps, was attacking Tilly-la-Campagne, partly

to keep the enemy engaged on the Canadian front and prevent
him from feeling safe enough to move any of hlis formations
away to meet the advance by the American and British armies

on the right flank, and partly also as a necessary prelimin-
ary to the forthcoming offensive operations by First Cdn

Army towards Falaise. The situation of Tilly, on high

ground at the apex of a triangle based on Bourguebus and
Verridres offered the possibility of improved observation,

and of a good base for a southerly advance through the country
lying across the highway and bordering on the Orne and Lalze.
That the Germans had appreciated the tactical value of the
place was sufficiently evident from the vigour with which they
had met the attack by Nth N.S. Highrs on 25 Jul. There was

no likelihood that the enemy would be any more willing to part
with Tilly when 5 Cdn Inf Bde, which had been in reserve since
26 Jul hastily re-building its shattered battalions, renewed
the attempt. The assault was to be made on the night 31 Jul/
1 Aug by Calg Highrs and a squadron of tanks from Royal Scot
Greys of 4 Brit Armd Bde, supported by the artillery of 2 Cdn
Inf and 4 Cdn Armd Divs and 2 Cdn Army Group R.A. (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 4, Ops Log, 29 Jul 44,
Serial 43; and W.D., H.Q. R.C.A., 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944:
Task Table No. 11, 1 Aug 44). Thc plan was to attack from the
positions on the Falalse road captured by Essex Scot on 29

Jul and to mislead the enemy by feinting with a company of
Linc & Welld R. across the same gently rising ground which
Nth N.3. Highrs had crossed on 25 Jul., It was hoped that the
attack against the church in St. Martin-de-~Fontenay by Fus
M.R. on the night 31 Jul--1 Aug (see A.H.Q. Report No. 58,
para 332) would help to divert attention from our main
purpose.

5. As Calg Highrs formed up near the farm 1000
yards north-west of their objective, a small force of Linc &
Welld R. moved forward at 0100 hours on 1 Aug from the north-
east towards Tilly; but heavy mortar fire soon compelled them
to dig in (W.D., Linc & Welld R., 31 Jul 44). When the enemy's
positions had received the weight of our artillery, Calg Highrs
crossed their start~line and advanced astride the road leading
into Tilly from the north-west at 0230 hours. The enemy gave
battle with the anticipated violence, laid down intense
defensive fire with gun and mortar, but failed to prevent

some of our elements from getting a foothold in the village.
But the enemy'!s fire, mistaken by the distracted riflemen for
that of our own artillery, was so accurate that our troops
were eventually forced to retire and dig in along the railway.
(W.D., Calg Highrs, 1 Aug 44) The Commanding Officer,

Lt-Col D.G. MacLaughlan, ordered his men to move on to the
objective at all costs (ibid). He now ordered the squadron of
Scots Greys into the battle. Again elements fought their way
into the village, but severe losses among both infantry and
tanks again compelled a withdrawal. At about 1000 hours

the straggling remnants of Calg Highrs fell back under very
heavy fire through a company of R. Regt C. which was ordered
to dig in along the main road to meet an expected armoured
counter-attack. (Ibid; (HS) 145.2C1011 (D1): Account of

Attack by Lt R.0. Porter, 2 Aug 44 and W.D., R. Regt C.,
August IEZZ: Appx 1)



6. Rather than lose the initiative, Brigadier
WeJe Megill, commanding 5 Cdn Inf Bde, immediately ordered a
second assault on Tilly-la-Campagne to be carried cut by
whatever troops Lt-Col MacLaughlan could muster (W.D., H.Q.
5 Cdn Inf Bde, 1 Aug 44). At 1400 hours the surviving

Calg Highrs once again crossed the start-line, only to be
stopned a few hundred yards beyond. Depleted, exhausted,
and unable to move in the face of the concentrated fire of
machine-guns, mortars and tanks, the Highlanders dug in and,
supported by a squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt (Fort Garry's),
and a company of R. Regt C., held their ground. It was
clear that the enemy was too well posted, and his bombard-
msnt too flerce and concentrated for the same troops to

make any further attempt against him. At dusk Calg Highrs
were withdrawn (W.D., Calg Highrs, 1 Aug 44), and Linc &
Welld R. was detailed to make another assault under cover

of darkness from the direction of Bourguebus, which would
be held as a firm base by A. & S.H. of C. Brigadier J.C.
Jefferson, commanding 10 Cdn Inf Bde, was thus called upen
to cemmit his troops to the attack for the first time. They
began to go forward at 15 minutes before midnight, but their
advance across the 700 yards of open ground towards the
village was broken up by heavy fire from machine-guns and
mortars. Some three hours later a second attempt was

again defeated and at dawn the project had to be abandoned,
Linec & Welld R. being withdrawn to Bras. (W.D., Linc &
Welld R., 2 Aug 44; and History of 10 Cdn Inf Bde)

T For the next few days violent exchanges of

gunfire, mortar bombs and patrols along the whole of the front

kept our troops active and the enemy on the alert while our

commanders and their staffs at Corps and Army mede ready

to mount the new offensive. The artillery fought this static

battle without a pause, through 24 hours a day, expending

ammunition at an astonishing rate: one regiment alone fired

over 25,000 rounds of 25-pounder shell in a week. (Histor

of 15 Cdn Fd Regt) But this strenuous policy of jabbing

and annoying the enemy could not prevent him from withdrawing

some of his formations from that bitterly disputed twenty-

T;lzhérc between St Andre-sur-Orne and the sea for employment
e west,

THE ENEMY'S DILEMMA

8. The sagging of the German left flank b efore the
onslaught of the American Twelfth Army Group left Field-Marshal
von Kluge, Commander-in-Chief West, with no alternative but
to rush some of his armour westward and accept the riskt
which he thereby exposed himself south of Caen. Even before
July was out, he had been forced to call for ald from the Pas
de Calals, whence infantry divisions of Fifteenth Army north
of the Seine were beginning to be brought down into the area
of battle as fast as limited transport allowed. (Montgomery,
Normandy to the Baltic, p. 106). The infantry already
cemmitted had been so badly treated that at least eight
divisions had almost lost their identity. Such wear and

tear reduced the total number of German divisions in France
from 63 to 55, of which 19 were engaged in Normandy. ((HS)
20581.023 (3): Int Summary, 5 Aug 44). Von Kluge had come
te France entertaining ambitious notions of a great counter-
offensive designed to eliminate the bridgehead altogether,
but as he became better acquainted with the actual situation,
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his enthusiasm cooled and he had recommended to Berlin that
the position in Normandy be abandoned and that the forces
under his command there retire to the line of the Seine.
((HS) 215C1.023 (41): Special Interrogation Report, Gen
Gunther Blumentritt) Hgs reconmanaaﬁfons were not accepted
and desplte the ominous state of things, the Commander-in-
Chief West was ordered to hold his ground.

Qe The disposition of enemy formations at the
beginning of August was as follows:

In the area of Pontaubault (south of Avranches)
the weak German forces were withdrawing towards
the South and Southwest and the way to the South
and Southeast was laid open for the American
forces. On the extreme left wing of Pz Gp West
the withdrawal of 277 and 276 Inf Divs had been
carried out as planned, but 326 Inf Div was
being speeded on its way by British armour and
its commander (Lt Gen von Drabic h-Waechter) had
been killed. 21 PZ Div was unable to deliver a
counterblow and 74 Corps reported its inability
to restore the situation with the forces on
hand. With Le Beny~Bocage now in British hands
and American tanks roaming freely b etween
_Avranches and Rennes the spectre of an envelop=-
ment of Seventh Army seemed to appear on the
horizon and closing the gap south of Caumont was
imperative., It was decided therefore to carry
out the following rearrangements. During the
night 1/2 Aug H.Q. 2 SS Pz Corps, with all Corps
troops and with 10 and 9 SS Pz Divs would move
to the gap to offer resistance there to the strong
British ccncentration of armour and to re-establish
contact with 2 Para Corps (Seventh Army). 21 Pz
Div also to be under 2 SS Pz Corps; only 276 and
326 Inf Divs to remain under 74 Cerps; H.Q. 58
Corps to take over command in the former area of

HnQo 2 SS Pz COI‘pS.

(Hist Sec’ A.H.Q. Report
No. 50, The Campaign in
North-West Europe:
Information from German
Sources: PpPart 11:

Tnvaslon and Battlie of
ormandy, para )

10. But von Kluge was faced with still another

problem, arising from the momentous decision of the High

Command that the time had come to make a great counter-stroke

which might well determine the issue of the struggle in

Normandy and even of the entire war. He had been ordered by

Hitler to disengage his panzer divisions, form them up facing

west outside Mortaln and. set them charging down the line of

the rivers See and Selune, thereby cutting the communications

of Third U.S. Army in 1ts drive to the south and east (Montgomery.

op c¢it, p. 117; and Lt-Gen Walter Bedell Smith, Eisenhower's Six
eat Decisions: 2 - Normandy Turning Point (Saturday Evening

Post, 15 Jun 46). For thls purpose more armoured divisions

had to be withdrawn from the front facing First Cdn Army ((HS)

215C1.023 (41): Special Interrogation Report, Dietrich). Thus

on 3 Aug 1 S.S. Pz Div was also called away (ibid, Eberbach),

its place being taken by a new arrival, 89 Inf Div, om the




Pas de Calais (W.D., G.S. Int, H.Q. First Cdn Army, August
1944: Appx 6, Int Summary No. 38). 12 S.S. Pz Dlv was left
behind, however, in reserve against any Allied attempt %o
break through towards Falaise (Special Interrogation Repsrt,
Meyer). The German left in this sector continued tobe held

y 1 S.S. Pz Corps, with 86 Inf Corps cn the right now
extending from La Hogue to the sea with its three infantry
divisions, 272 on the left, 346 in the centre abcut Trcarn,
and 711 towards the coast. (C.I.G.S. Summary No. 38)

11. On 4 Aug General Montgomery informed his army
commanders that the general situation was very good. "We
have unloosed the shackles that were holding us down", he
wrote, "and have knocked away the key rivets. The enemy
front is now in such a state that it could be made te
disintegrate completely". (G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army,
file 1-0: Directive M 516, 4 Aug 44) The enemy's attempts
to reform his shattered left flank by holding the high ground
north-west of Vire had been frustrated by Second British
Army, which had cut the highway east of Vire, and by First
U.S. Army, which was closing in on the town from the west.
Pivoting on 12 Corps, Lt-Gen Dempsey's forces were swinging
eastwards towards Thury Harcourt, Conde-sur-Noireau and Flers.
Though a staunch defence almost brought 8 Corps! drive towards
Estry teo a halt, 30 Corps entered Villers Bocage on 4 Aug,
and 12 Corps made a general advance south of the Odon,
capturing Noyers. First U.S. Army, on the far right, was
consolidating its gains and pushing east from Avranches,
taking Mortain on 2 Aug (Montgomery, op cit, pp 111 and 114),
while VIII U.S. Corps under Third U.S. Army swept round the
corner into Brittany, took Rennes, half-way across the
peninsula, and raced its columns on towards Nantes and the
Loire, and westward towards Brest and other ports. (Supreme
Commander 's Report, p. 52) Other formations of Third U.S.
Ermy were beginning to swing to the east, directed on Laval
and %ngega. (Montgomery, op c¢it, p. 116 and Directive M516,
as above :

PLANNING "TOTALIZE"

12. The abounding success of this strategy of swinging

the Allied right flank eastward towards Paris indicated that
the time had come for First Cdn Army to join in the general
effensive. Lt-Gen Crerar, therefore, was directed to break
threugh the German positions to the south and south-oast of
Caen, and to gain such ground in the direction of Falaise as
would cut off the enemy's forces then facing Second British
Army and threaten or prevent their withdrawal to the east. It
was his function also "to destroy enemy equipment and perscnnel,
as a preliminary to a possible wide exploitaticn of success".
General Montgomery emphasized the necessity for speed, and
asked that the operation be mounted i1f at all possible, by

7 Aug, for it was sbvious that the enemy would find himself in
a serious position if the British right wing were established
in Conde-sur-Noireau and the Canadian Army in Falaise. At

the same time the C.-in-C. advised Lt-Gen Crerar that to
preserve balance and poise, he was to ensure that the front
from Cagny north to the sea must be held firmly. (Dirsctive
E4?16, as above; cf W.D., G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, 3 Aug
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- 13. The significance of forthcoming operatiqns

was stressed by Lt-Gen Crerar in his remarks of 5 Aug te
senior officers of First Cdn Army. Referring to "the vital
northern hinge, or pivot" of the enemy's line neer Caen,
the Army Commander stated:

The respensibility which has been placed upon
the Cdn Army is the breaking off of that pivet,
or the smashing of that hinge, and to do this
decisively and quickly. In order to accomplish
this, but one course is open - to crack our way
through his strong defensive positions, organized
generally along the lines FONTENAY-LE-MARMION -
LA HOGUE - and HAUT MESNIL - ST SYLVAIN, and
thrust down the CAEN - FALAISE axis to FALAISE.
If this decisive operation can be successfully
carried out, in conjunction with a strong
eastward thrust by First US Army along the axis
DOMFRONT - ALENCON - then, in my opinion, the
end of the German Army now assembled in North
West Eurepe cannot be much longer delayed.

(QHS) 215C1.012 (D4):

"Remarks to Senior Officers,
Cdn Army: Operation 'TOTALIZE
by GOC-in~C First Cdn Army
051100 August 1944")

14. In his subsequent report to the Minister of
National Defence, Generel Crerar stated his requirements at
the time of "TOTALIZE":

My basic tactical plan required that, even
though, in view of the obvious requirements of
the military situation, 1t was impossible ty
disguise our general intentions from the enemy,
the attack should secure the maximum of surprise
as to means and methods employed. A further
important requirement was that the technique

of the attack should be such as largely to
neutralize the long range and great strength

of the enemy's anti-tank defence and to ensure
that our infantry got through and beyond thg
enemy's zone of dense defensive fire, develeped
mainly by his mortars and machine guns, without
heavy casualties. The essentials were the clesest
Integration of fire and movement, and the denial
to the enemy of the time to anticipate as well
as the ability to see.

((HS) 215C1.213 (D14&lA):
Lt-Gen Crerar's Despatch,
1 Sep 44)

This baslc plan was in keeping with the tactical directive
to his formation commanders dated 22 Jul, in which he
recalled principles he had laid down in an address delivered
as lecng ago as 14 May:

«+s In the 'Break-~in' attack against an
organized enemy position, a matter of highest
impertance is to get the infantry over and



through the enemy's pre-arranged zones of
defensive fire in the shortest pessible time
after the Intention to attack has been
revealed... It is essential that the fire and
movement should be pgsitively and very closely
Integrated at the esutset.

((HS) 215C1.,019 (3):

Tactical Directive by Comd
Pirst Cdn IFE:, 22 Jul 44)

15, Planning for the operation had already entered
its final stages, and Lt-Gen Simonds, convinced that the
problem of capturing Falaise, though difficult, might be
solved 1f sufficient force could be brought to bear, had
asked that in addition to his three Canadian divisions, he
be given another infantry and another armoured division and
the fullest possible air support for a perisad of 24 hours,
((HS) 2156C1.019 (D3): G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Armi, file

1-0-4: Notes en Telephone Conversation, 30 Jul 44 This
request was granted. On 4 and 5 Aug, 51 (Highland) Div
(under the command of Maj-Gen T.G. Rennie), 33 Armd Bde from
1 Brit Corps, and the newly-arrived 1 Pel Armd Div, passed
to Lt-Gen Simonds. (W.D., G.S. (S.D.), H.Q. First Cdn Army,
August 1944: Appendices 29 and 49)

16, Lt-Gen Simonds appreciated that the enemy's
defences astride the Falalse road were orgaized as a line

of forward positions extending from the river at May-sur-
Orne eastward across the highway to Tilly-la-Campagne and

La Hogue, and a second line of partially-prepared pesitions
in the rear extending from the Laize south ef Bretteville
thrcugh Hautmesnil and St Sylvain., The high ground west of
Cramesnil, Point 122, the main objective of Operatisen "SPRING",
was the key te the first line, as 1ts capture would dominate
the lewer ground to the north; the high, flat plateau about
Hautmesnil was the key to the second. The Corps Cammander!'s
appreciatinan contained this observation an the terrain:

The ground is ideally suited to full exploitation
by the enemy of the characteristics of his weapons.
It 1s epen, giving little caver ts either infantry
or tanks and the long range of his anti-tank guns
and mortars, firing from carefully concealed
positions, provides a very strong defence in
depth., This defence will be mest handicapped in
bad visibility - smoke, feg or darkness, when

the advantage of long range 1s minimized. The
attack should, therefore, @ made under such
conditions.

((HS) 215C1.012 (D4):
Appreciation and OQutline
Plan by G.0.C. 2 Cdn Cerps,
1 Aug 44) '

17. Lt-Gen Simonds worked from the assumption that
the attack would not be launched until Second British Army

had secured or was about to secure a bridgehead east of the
Orne, thus loosening the enemy's grip on his northern pivet.
He had also to assume that the Germans would continue to fight
hard to maintain their positions so long as they wished te
continue the fight west of the Seine or een to hold the 1line



of that river, Instead of planning the normal attack to
break in and then exploity Lt-Gen Simonds considered that it
would be necessary to mount two operations to break through
the two lines in succession, before passing additional troops
through the gap. The problem was complicated by the presence
of 12 S.S. Pz Div in reserve. Furthermore, as experlence had
already shown, the ground gave the enemy every defensive
opportunity. The tactical problem was thus a most difficult
one. With this in view, Lt-Gen Simonds had drawn up his
detailed plan. A passage from his appreciation), dated 1 Aug,

should be quoted:

In essence, the problem is how to get armour
through the enemy gun screen to sufficient
depth to disrupt the enemy anti-tank gun and
mor tar defence, in country highly sulted to the
tactics of the latter combination. It can be
done ; .

(a) By overwhelming air suppoft to destroy er
neutralize enemy tanks,’anti-tank guns ‘and

mor tars.

(b) - By infiltrating through the screen in bad
visibllity to a sufficient depth to disrupt
the anti-tank gun and mortar defence.

(Ibid)

18. The problem of getting infantry through the
enemy's covering fire without crippling casualties, and
through his defences fast enough to keep up with the armour,
had already been encountered by 8 Corps in "GOODWOOD".

((HS) 215B2.013 (2): The "Goodwood" Meeting, 18-21 Jul
Report by D.T.I., War Office, para 12 (d)). G.0.C. B Corps,
in his remarks on that operation written on 9 Sep 44, ascribed
the failure to achleve a deeper penetration in part te .

The difficulty encountered by the infantry
in keeping up with the tanks, which was due te
the lack of a suitable armoured vehicle in
which they could be carried forward: The
introduction of some such vehicle I feel is of
the utmost importance.

(Ibid)

Before these words were written General Simonds had in fact
improvised such a vehicle.

19. While the Corps Commander was studying the
problem the field regiments which had participated in the D
Day landings had begun to exchange their 105 mm American
"Priests" for SP and tractor-drawn 25-pdrs. General Simonds
afterwards described how these American equipments provided
the solution to his problem:

I was one day watching some of these vehicles
and it occurred to me that, 1f the equipment

was stripped, they would be sufficiently roomy
and have adequate protection to provide the sort
of vehicle I had in mind. I therefore asked
General CRERAR if he would intervene with the



Americans to allow us to strip the equipments
and use them for this particular eperation.

((HS) 693.013 (D2): British

Army of the Rhine: §£§I_g__§lg
Tour : Operation fotalize: 2
fanadian Eorgs gﬁaragzcns
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His instruction to his divisional commanders on 2 Aug amplified
his plan:

The infantry accompanying the armour to first
objectives in Phase One must go straight through
with the armour. Arrangements have been made for
about 30 stripped Priests! chassis to be avallable
to each of the infantry divisions operating in
Phase One for this purpose. The balance of
personnel required to be carried through to the
first or any intermediate objectives must be
mounted under divisional arrangements. The
essentials are that the infantry shall be
carried in bullet and splinter-proof vehicles
to their actual objectiveseee s

((HS) 215C1.016 (15):
Simonds to Keller, 2
Aug 44)

The infantry who could not be carried in the Priests were to
travel in whatever scout cars and half-tracks could be
assembled for the purpose. (Ibid and W/.D., G.0.Ce=in-C.,
First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 1, Remarks to Senior
Officers)

20, The conversion of these vehicles began at once.
A force of four officers and 250 tradesmen, drawn from twelve
different units, was hastily got together for the job. The
gun, mantlet, seats and ammunition bins were removed and a
plece of armour plate welded over the opening in the front.
When all available armour plate had been used up, a substisute
was made by welding on two mild steel plates about two Iinches
apart and filling the space between them with sand. The
engines had to be overhauled as well. The first carrier was
finished at 1900 hours on 3 Auge. By 1000 hours on 6 Aug the
last "Priest" , stripped of all armament, save for the heavy
Browning machine-guns, had been "unfrocked". (W.D., A. & Q.,
H.Q. First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 8; and W.D., R. Regt
C., 6 Aug 44)

21l. Meanwhile, General Simonds had taken steps to
prepare his troops for the novel use of this equipment. In
his words

It was obviously going to be quite useless to
mount the infantry i1f they felt like a lot of
sardines in a tin and had no confidence in the -
likelihood of the operation succeeding. So I
quickly suggested to 2 Cdn Div that we might be
able to produce some form of Armoured Personnel
Carrier in order to get them thinking about its
possibilities. As soon as the eperation began
to harden and I had received definite orders, I
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at once asked that my second infantry division
should be detailed. The Highland Division was
nominated and I was a bit worried as to how the
Scots would like it because they had the reputa-
tion of being rather canny and having their own
ideas about things. General RENNIE, who was
unfor tunately later killed at the Rhine ecrossing,
came over to see me as soon as they had been
nominated and I had a talk with him, He was
very taeken with the 1dea and I knew from that
first talk that I had his support one hundred
per cent and subsequently 51 (H) Div took to 1t
with great enthusiasm,

(Battlefield Tour: Operation
Totalize, p. &

22, But even with the increased mobility thus given
to his iInfantry, Lt-Gen Simonds could scarcely hope te gain
surprise either in respect to object or direction, since,
according to the C.~in-C.'s instructions, he had so far been
doing his best to convince the enemy that a big attack was
coming. Tactical surprise then could only be gained by the
method and timing of his attacke He relied in part upon the
absence of Preliminary bombardment, although "all available
gun suppsrt" would be employed as soon as the operation began.
Fur thermore, Lt-Gen Simonds wished to avoid having to pause
after breaching the first line in order to move his guns
forward and await a second bombing. He therefore proposed to
put in the assault under cover of darkness, supported by night-
bombers only, thus leaving "the heavy day bombers and medium
bombers" to support the second phase, on the following day,
when the advance would be carried beyond the range of the
artillery. ((HS) 215C1.016 (15): Operation "TOTALIZE",
Appreciation, 1 Aug 44)

23. Accordingly, Lt-Gen Simonds planned to crack
the German defences in two phases and then to exploit towards
Falalse with hils armour. The night attack, designed to break
through the line extending from Fontenay-le=Marmion to La
Hogue, would be made by 2 Cdn Inf Div, supperted by 2 Cdn
Armd Bde, west of the Falaise road, and 51 (H.) Inf Div,
supported by 33 Armd Bde, east of the road. There was to be
no preliminary air bombardment , but starting at H Hour heavy
bombers were to attack villages and woods on either flank,
((HS) 215C1.016 (15): Operation "TOTALIZE", Outline Plan).
A quick medium artillery barrage would lead the way and each
division was to project its armoured brigade, and one infantry
brigade mounted in splinter-proof carrilers, straight through
the enemy's first line to establish strong positions in his
rear. (Ibid; and Letter to Maj-Gen Keller). The first
objective of 2 Cdn Inf Div was the slepe astride the railway
between Caillouet (052552), Gaumesnil and the woods at Peint
122. .‘He would use his remaining brigades (marching infantry)
to mop up the villages by-passed in the first assault and form
a firm base for the second phase. Simultaneously, 51 (H.) Div,
having relieved 4 Cdn Armd Div in the sector about Bourguebus,
Four and Soliers, would dash south with its column of armoured
infantry to capture the area of Lorguichon Woods, Garcelles-
Secqueville, Cramesnil, St Angnan-de-Cramesnil and the woods
to the south. Maj-Gen Rennie would then be required to capture
Secqueville-la-Campagne and the woods to the east. 3 Cdn Inf
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Div would be assigned the task of relieving the attacking
formations on their firm bases, to enable their reserve
brigades to move forward. (Outline Plan, as above)

24, Breaking through the second line of defence
about Hautmesnil wouldgbe carried out some twelve hours later
by 4 Cdn Armd Div, supported by heavy artillery concentrations
and the heaviest possible daylight bombings 3 Cdn Inf Div was
to wliden and secure the salient so created by taking Bretteville-
sur-Laize on the right and the woods south-east ef Rebertmesnil
on the left, and subsequently to relieve 4 Cdn Armd Div in
Hautmesnil. (Ibid) Thereafter the two armoured divisions

would exploit To the south, 4 Cdn Armd Div, west of the highway,
to the high ground about Fontaine-le-Pin; the Peles, east of

the highway, through Quesnay, over the Laison River near Playe,
and on to the high ground north of Versainville in the Ante

-River. The infantry divisions would follew up to secure the

ground gained. (Ibid)

25, As Lt-Gen Simonds felt that the troops involved

In the deep night advance must have time to study their ground
and their special problems and equipment, i1t was fortunate that
detailed planning and discussions had begun at once, for in
orcar to meet the C.=in-C.'s request for urgency, he decided
that given suitable weather for air support, the attack would
go in at 2300 hours on 7 Aug. The assault an the enemy's
second line was to take place the following day at 1400 hours.

((HS) 225C2.013 (DS): Official Narrative of Ops, "TOTALIZE":
and (I;IS) 225C2.013 (3): Op "TOTALIZE", 2 Cdn gorps Op Instr
No. 4

26. The originality of Lt-Gen Simonds' conception
appears particularly in his draft air plan. This required
that the flanks of the Corps'! armoured-infantry thrusts on

the night 7/8 Aug should be protected by a heavy bembing
attack just before the ground troops began to move forward.

A fleet of heavy aircraft of Bomber Cormand would deluge
Fentenay-le~liarmion and La Hogue, May-sur-Orne and Secqueville-
la-Campagne, and the woods to the south. The entire bombing
attack, intended to destroy the enemy defences and tank
harbours by blast and fragmentation, was to be concluded in

45 minutes. And although the forward troops would be moving
ahead while the latter part of this bombing was actually going
on, their advance to initial objectives on either side of the
Falaise highway would not bring them within the danger zone

of 2000 yards from the bombers' targets. ((Hs; 215C1.096

(3): "Op 'TOTALIZE'; Request for Air Suppert") This use

of air power in suppoert of an attack at night was a new
departure and was only made possible by the willingness of

Air Chief Masrshal Sir Arthur Harris, A.0.C.-in-C. Bomber
Command, to consider it on short notice as a practical
operation of war and to accept the very great risks occasioned
by the tactical employment of heavy bombers by night se close
to our troops. The slightest inaccuracy might well have
resulted in an appalling catastrophe.

27, The support requested for the daylight attack
on 8 Aug was more comprehensive. Again the flanks of the
advance were to be struck, the bombers being requested to
attack Bretteville-sur-Laize and Gouviz on the right and

St Sylvain on the left, as from 1400 hours, simultaneously
with the advance of 4 Cdn Armd Div down the highway. The
tanks would be preceded by a moving curtain of bombs falling
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on targets at Cintheaux and the woods seuth-east of
Robertmesnil, thence southward to cover Cauviceurt and
Hautmesnil and the farther woods and copses. This carpet
bombing was to be concentrated into 30 minutes, when the
air attack weuld be shifted south for 45 minutes! further
bombing to neutralize the enemy's guns at the time when the
armoured advance should be gaining momentum. The targets
at this stsgs were Bretteville-le-Rabet and Grainville-
Langannerie on the Falaise road, the ize valley to the
west and south from Urville and Estrées-la-Campagne and.
the Quesnay Woods to the east. ("Request for Air Suppert",
as above) .

28. On 5 Aug, the Chief of Staff, First Cdn Army,
Brigadier C.C. Mann, and Brigadier C.L. Richardsen, Brigadier
General Staff (Plans) 21 A. Gp, who was attached te Lt=Gen
Crerar'!'s Headquarters to assist in planning the air suppert
for Operation "TOTALIZE" (W.D., G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army,
4 Aug 44), together with representatives of the Intelligence,
flew to England to expound the plan at a conference at the
Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Air Forces. The
original plan for the night bombing was there appreved, theugh
tho Air planners noted that wind or dust might prevent the
targets being engaged in the order requested. Because of

the dangers of noise and blast, Bomber Command insisted that
the troops advancing behind the bombing must wear ear plugs.
The project and detail of the night bombing were alike

‘accepted. The daylight plan underwent revision. As the

dust and smoke were likely to render the accurate bombing of
successive targets, as requested, impossible, the A'r Forces
declined to bomb as far north as Cintheaux. The alternative
plan was to attack Bretteville-sur-Laize and St Sylvain
during the morning of 8 Aug. These attacks were te be
campleted in sufficient time to allow the dust to clear away
before other flights arrived to bomb astride the Falalse road
from Gouvix through Hautmesnil to Cauvicourt. Cratering
here would be avoided, and the area would not be carpeted,
but the air ferces promised a considerable spread of frag-
mentation bombs. Owing to the absence of precise targets

in the vicinity of Bretteville-le-Rabet, Quesnay Woods and
Estrées-la-Campagne, it was suggested that this area might
be better dealt with by fighter-bombers. ((HS) 215C1.096
(3): Op "TOTALIZE", Notes of Conversation between C. of S.
and Col G.S., First Cdn Army, 5 Aug 44)

29, But if the plan for using the heavy bembers by
night escaped serious amendment at the hands of the joint

Army - Air Force conference, it ran into unexpected :
difficulties the follewing day at H.Q. Bomber Command, R.A.F.
The difficulties, from the Air peint of view, were afterwards
suggested by Marshal of the Royal Air Force .Sir Arthur Harris:

When the use of heavy bombers in the battlefleld,
very close to our own troops, was first put
forward I expressed doubts; it seemed to me that
the army had no idea of the risk that the troops
would be running. In the event, by extremely
careful planning and the extraordinary skill of
the crews, we brought down that risk to much
less than the soldier ran in the last war when
his own guns put down a barrage. The maln :
safeguard was the use of a double check, a
carefully timed run by each bomber and a very
careful assessment of the position of the
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target-indicators by a Master Bomber.

(Marshal of the R.A.F.
Sir Arthur Harris, Bomber
offensive (London, I947),

Pe

Thus it would be necessary either to carry out the bombing by
twilight, or te prove that the coloured markers to be used te
indicate the targets could be clearly 2dentified at night.
Lt-Gen Crerar was immediastely consulteu by telephene acress
the Channel, and it was arranged to experiment that night by
firing 25-pr marker shells over the sector held by 1 Brit
Cerps. Air Chief Marshal Harris was te arrange for his .
Master Bombers to be everhead to report on the efficaczy ef
the markers. Should the experiment not be successful, the
hour for the assault would require to be brought forward

to enable the R.A.F. to begin their bombing at 2130 hours.
This course was mcst undesirable from the Corps Commander's
point of view, as his plan depended on the advance being

made simultaneeusly with the bombing in order to enable his
troops to close with the defenders while they were still
under its effects. But Lt-Gen Simonds agreed that, 1if
necessary, he must accept the earlier timing. (W. D., Ge04C o=
in-C., First Cdn Army, August 1944: AppX 2%

30. Fortunately the change was not necessary. The
tests carrled out that evening proved so successful that Air
Chief Marshal Harris decided to proceed with the novel venture.
(WI_D.’ G.S. Ops, HeQo First Cdn my August 1944 ; Appx “'i!."’
Folio 52, Letter, Col G.S., 1 Jan 45) As a result the final
erders for the bombing, issued on 7 Aug, remained substantlelly
the same as the original requests. The villages of May-sur-
Orne and Fontenay-le-Marmion were to be marked by green shells;
red markers were to indicate the targets lylng east of the
highway. (Ibid: Appx 37, Message from Bomber Command, 1540
hrs, 7 Aug 4%) It was also understood that the Army would
not fire flare shells for any other purpose while the bombers
were overheade. A further difficulty was resolved when Bomber
Command announced they had no objection to the use of search-
lights for 11lumination while the bombing was in progress,
provided that the beams were directed at a low elevation and
pointed only in a southerly direction. (Ibid, 1240 hrs, 7
Aug 44) Te assist the aircraft in carrylng out their task,

a counter-flak programme was arranged, with a special allot-
ment of field and medium ammunition; but to avoid confusion -
no fire was to be directed at batteries within 1000 yards ef
the bombers' aiming pelnts ((HS) 215C1.096 (3): Op
"POTALIZE": Op Instr No. 12). Details of the daylight.
bombing for the second phase were also confirmed, theugh the
timing for the end of the g&tacks =—set at 1345 hours in the
final instructions — soon led to complicationswhen, on the
evening of 7 Aug, weather forecasts for the following day
indicated that the visual bombing by Fortresses would have te.
take place at 1300 hours, if at all (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q.
First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 37, Message from H.Q.
A.E.A.F., 2015 hrs, 7 Aug 44). '

31 While this extensive planning for aerial suppert
was taking place, preparations for the ground assaults were
being pressed forward to make up for the day lost in advancing
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the offensive from 8 to 7 Aug (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn
Army, August 1944: Appx "B", Minutes of Morning Joint
Conference, 5 Aug 44, para 9). In the 2 Cdn Inf Div sector
the attack through the first German line to seize the area
lying between Caillouet and the Falaise road, north of
Gaumesnil was to be carried out by 2 Cdn Armd Bde with 4
Cdn Inf Bde and 8 Cdn Recce Regt under command (W.D., H.Q.

2 Cdn Armd Bde, 6 Aug 44). As the infantry were required

to undertake special training and rehearsals with the tanks,
it became necessary to withdraw 4 Cdn Inf Bde from the line.
During the night 4/5 Aug, therefore, 5 Cdn Inf Bde moved
forward to St Andre=-sur-Orne to relieve 6 Cdn Inf Bde,

which took over the positions about Verridres. Brigadier
Megill dispesed R.H.C. with two companies of R, de Mails in
St André and St Martin, and 8 Cdn Recce Regt, now under his
command, immediately to the east. S. Sask R. relieved
R.H.L.I. in Verridres just as enemy aircraft launched one

of their usual raids with flares and anti-persennel bombs.
(w.Ds., R.H.L.I. and S. Sask R., 4-5 Aug 44) Brigadier
Young disposed Camerons of C. between Verridres and the
highway, with Fus M.R. in reserve in Beauveir and Troteval
Farms (W.Ds., Essex Scot and R. Regt C., 4-5 Aug 44). 8 Cdn
Recce Regt was not withdrawn until early en 6 Aug when Calg
Highrs moved forward into the line once more (W.D., Calg
Highrs, 6 Aug 44).

32, 2 On completion of their relief in the region
of Verrieres which they had held against all comers since 25
Jul, the weary troops of 4 Cdn Inf Bde marched off to the
Louvigny Woods, where they enjoyed a day's rest at a reasonable
distance from the noise and danger of battle, being left to
themselves to sleep, wash and bathe at the brigade centre,
and to catch their breath before getting ready for the next
operation. Brigadier Ganong, who had now assumed command of
the brigade, explained the plan to his battalion commanders;
the special equipment began to arrive during the afternoon,
and it was arranged to start training on the following day.
(‘H.DI’ H.Q- 4 Cdn mf Bde, R.H.LOIQ B.nd R. Regt c.’ 5 Aus
44) Lt-Gen Simonds had suggested that the training would
require a week ((HS) 215C1.016 (15): Op "TOTALIZE"™, Outline
Plan): actually 1t had to be sandwiched into little more than
a day (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 5-6 Aug 44). R. Regt C.
received 36 "Prilests", while the.other battalions were loaned
an equal number of half-tracks temporarily withdrawn from
engineer, reconnaissance and artillery units (W.Ds., R.H.L.I.,
Essex Scot and R. Regt C., 6 Aug 44). It happened that 6 Aug
was a Sunday, and church parades were held in all units; but,
nevertheless, the troops pract®ssd with their new equipment
until last light. Embussing and debussing were carefully
rehearsed, and practice runs were made, the infantry companies
advancing to imaginary objectives in formation two abreast,
with tanks and anti-tank guns; their own supporting weapons
were borne along in carriers. (Ibid) The armoured
regiments were also busy learning the technique of using
radio beams as an aid to keeping direction (V.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Armd Bde, 6 Aug 44; and W.D., 6 Cdn Armd Regt, 4 Aug 44).

33, With the Canadian preparations thus far advanced
changes on the right, where Second British Army had been
following up the enemy's slow, fighting withdrawal from the
triangle between Odon and Orne, caused some excitement. This
advance through country te which the Germans had clung so
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stuobornly for over a month began to quicken on 5 Aug, when
contast was lost entirely. By nightfall 12 Carps had clesed
up to the Orne as far south as Trury-Harceurt, and was
preparing to cross to the eastern bank. ((HS5 215B2.013 (7):
An Account of the Operations of Second Army in Euroﬁa 1944~
1245 (_drafC) chap T%; and W.ﬁ., G.SO’ H.Q. Div’
August 1944: Appx 30, Ops Log, 5 Aug 44, Serial 3837)
Patrcls during the night 4/5 Aug had indicated that the

enemy wac holding firmly south of St Andre, and 53 (W.) Div
reprried being in contact by fire aermsss the river. (Ibid,
Ops Log, S5 Aug 44, Serial 3842) On the gfternaen af 5 Aug,
for the first time in many weeks, St André-sur-Orne and St
Martin-de-Fontenay were suspicimusly quiet; enly the
occaclonal sniper's bullet gave evidence ef eontinued
occupation (W.D., R.H.C., 5 Aug 44). Ts determine if the
enemy was also withdrawing in frent «f the Canadians, 5 Cdn
Inf Bde was ordered to s eize May-sur-Orne (W.D., G.S., HeQ.

2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30, Ops Leg, 5 Aug 44,
Scrial 3862). But the attempt made by R.H.C. late in the
afternoon left no doubt that the enemy was still there in foree
and lacked "o “ing in guile. "For, allowing the Lattalien te
advance down the road unmolested to the outskirts of the
7illaga. he then brought down devastating mortar fire and
uncovered his tanks. R.H.C. suffered extremely heavy
casuzlties. (W.D., R.H.C., 5 Aug 44) A further attaek that
evening by R. de Mais carried our traops net more than a few
hunired yards south of St Martin (W.D., R. de Mals, 5 Aug 44;
and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30,
Crs Log, 5 Aug 44, Serial 3915). R. de Mals persisted in
their prods towards May-sur-Orne en the fellewing morning;
there was no mortaring or shelling (ibid, Ops Leg, 6 Aug 44,
Seriel “9E54), and patrols could advance without drawing fire,
but any advance by a fighting farce produced a mest vielent
reaxction (W.D., R. de Mais, 5 Aug 44).

34. Enst of the highway treops of 4 Cdn Armd Div
ook gimilar action to determine whether the enemy had withe
Aravm. During the afternoon nf 5§ Aug patrols attempted to
entor Tilly-la-Campagne, and tested the defence of La Hegue.
(W.Ds., G.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div and H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde,
5 hug 44) Some prisoners were captured from 1 S.S. Pz Div
pva’s both attempts met with heavy eppositien, Stronger attacks
w3re organized for the evening and mobile ferces assembled
reacy to pursue the enemy if he were in fact withdrawing.
(W.Ds, H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Aug 44) A company ef Lake
Sup R. (Mot), supported by tanks and artillery, pushed seuthe
east from Bourguebus across the slaping wheatfields towards
La Hogue (W.D., Lake Sup R. (Mot), 5 Aug 44), and on the right
just after dark A. & S.H. of C. and a tank squadron fram
22 Cdn Armd Recce Regt (S. Alta R.) attempted by divergent
routes Lo 2t into Tilly (W.D., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Aug
442). Botll. these incidents proved costly and demenstrated
Deyend & doudbt that there had been no withdrawal an the
Zorps! front.

35, But on the night 5/6 Aug we learned that altheugh
the eremy was not abandoning his pesitions in frent of 2 Cdn
Co=3, he was at least regrouping his forces. Priseners from

. S.S., 7z Div gave informetion which led our intelligenee te
believe that a major change might be taking plaee. During

the night a deserter came hotfoot with the news that his
formeticn, 89 Inf Div, was relieving an S.S. division. A
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little later a German ambulance drove into our lines at

3t Martin-de-Fontenay ~-a further betrayal of the presence

of 89 Div. Quietly and without any fuss, the enemy had been
able to withdraw the Adolf Hitler Division from the line

and substitute a fresh infantry division. No word of the
destination of 1 S.S. Pz Div came in, although prisoners
reported that it was being withdrawn to Bretteville-sur-Lalze.
(#.Ds, G.S. Int, H.Q. First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 6,
Int Summary No. 38) It had to be assumed, therefore, that

1 S.S. Pz Corps had at last set up a mobile reserve, consisting
of both 1 8.3, and 12 S.S. Pz Divs, which could be used te
bar the way te Falaise, or to meet any serious threat to

the line. (Ibid; Speciasl Interrogation Report, Dietrich and
A.H.Q. Repart No. 50, para 211) g%ouéﬁ the ret!e? of the

'S.S, by the inferimsr 89 Inf Div meant that the opposition
.to our attack was likely to be somewhat less formidable than

it might have been, 89 Inf Div was in fact to give a fair
account of itself. It had recently moved down from Norway,
had a strength of about 10,000 men and a full cAmplement of
machine~gunsj mArtars and artillerys Its two infantry
regiments; each composed of three battalions with a strength
of about 500; were able to do what the Panzer divisions ceuld
not — provide sufficient men to ¢éver the ground. (Int
Summary Nos 38, as above)

FINAL CHANGES IN "TOTALIZE" PLAN

36, In view of these changes, Lt-Gen Simonds
summoned his cemmanders to a conference an the morning of 6
Aug. He prapesed to make no basic change of plan, although he
no longer had to face the necessity of first smashing through
defences held by 9 S.S. Pz Div west of the Falaise road and
1l S.S. Pz Div to the east. Now there was only the untried
89 Inf Div assisted perhaps with whatever tanks and assault
guns 1 S.S, Pz Div had left behind. ((HS) 215C1.016 (15):
Op "TOTALIZE", Folim 24; and First Cdn Army Int Summaries
Nos. 38 and 39, as above) The Corps Cemmander did propose
to make certain minor changes for the opening phase. The
tasks of seizing Bretteville-sur-Laize on the right and the
woods south-east of Robertmesnil on the left were now to be
carried out by the assaulting divisions, thus leaving 3 Cdn
Inf Div free to follaw up the armour (cf para 23, above).
Moreover, he now felt justified in sending both his armoured
divisions through the secsnd line to their final objective,
instead of pausing at Hautmesnil and exploiting later. He
therefore required these divisions to be in position behind
the Corps! start-line by the morning of 8 Aug, with 3 Cdn
Inf Div ready to follow closely behind the Polish armour on
the left. (Folio 24, as above¥

37. With the ground plan confirmed, the artillery
programme was put into final form. As Lt-Gen Simonds had
requested, tremendous resources in artillery were made
available to him. In addition to 2 Cdn and 9 Brit Army
Groups R.A. and the guns of the filve divisions already under
his command, assistance was to be provided by 3 Brit A.G.R.A.
of 12 Corps on the right and 4 Brit A.G.R.A. and the artillery -
of 49 (W.R.) Div on the left. Two heavy anti-aircraft
regiments equipped with rapid-firing 3.7-inch guns arrived
from England just in time to raise the total number of guns
to 720. (History of B,R.A.'s Branch, p. 37) Planning te
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use this great force of artillery entailed much time and
afforts The allotment of guns to the attacking formations,
fcr each phase, the choice of deployment areas, the
complicated movement orders to ensure that the guns would
be in position to support the attack at the right time,

had all to be completed. The choice of targets, the weight
and type of shell to be directed at each, the rate of fire
and the timing had to be determined. Great quantities of
emmunition had to be dumped. Counter-battery and counter-
flak shoots, the firing of flares to indicate targets to
eircraft and of Bofors guns to guide the armoured columns,
the coordination of searchlights, were problems to be met
and solved. Then, at the end came the detailed work of
vreparing the traces, target-lists and task-tables, all
with meticulous accuracy, printing hundreds of copies and
distributing them to the command posts of batteries and
troops. (Ibid, pp 38-41; and W.D., H.Q. R.C.A., 2 Cdn Corps,
sugust 1944; Appx 1) :
58, It had long been a principle with Lt-Gen
Crerar, himself an artillery officer in the First: World War,
that to attain the greatest possible surprise in a battle to
break into a strong system of defences, it was necessary to
eliminate prolonged preliminary bombardment prior to movement
(cf W.D., G.0.C. 1 Cdn Corps, February 1944: Appx 2, Address
<1 Principles of Effective Fire Support). He planned, there~-
fore, to open the overwhelming fire of his artillery only
when the advance began (W.D., G.0.C.-in~C., First Cdn Army,
August 1944: Appx 1l). In the event it was even found
possible to start the bombardment some 13 minutes after the
trcons crossed the start-line, and thus to give them an
coportunity to reach the forward localities from which they
hnd been compelled to withdraw in order to be clear of the
bombers! danger zone. ((HS) 215C1.012 (7): Op "TOTALIZE",
Folio 39, Message GO 102)

59 The barrage for the night attack by 2 Cdn and
51 (H.) Inf Divs was to envelop an area 4000 yards wide and
6000 yards deep athwart the Falaise highway and to move south-
ward at the rate of 100 yards per minute, lifting in jumps.ef
<20 yards, an abnormal rate of advance occasioned by the fact
that the entire assaulting force would be moving in tracked
YﬁhiCleSo (TﬁaD.’ H.Qo R.C oA;, 2 Cdn Corps, August 1944: Apnx
4; History of B.R.A.'s Branch, p. 39 and Battlefield Tour:
Operation %oEaIIze, ps 11) To provide this great barrage a
vc:al of 360 guns were to fire nearly 40,000 25-p. shells and
half as many medium projectiles in an hour. (W.D., H.Q. R.C.A,,
2 Cdn Corps, August 1944: Appx 2, Barrage Trace and Appx 3,
Fire Plan) A

404 The guns were also required to fire the coloured
markers to mark the targets for the bombers, to bombard all
known hostile anti-aircraft batteries and to aid the mechanized
columns in keeping direction in the dark by shooting tracer
shells on a low trajectory along the axes of advance. (History
of B.R.A.'s Branch, p. 40 Green flare shells fired on te e
Imoll at Polnt 122 would identify the boundary between the
atvacking divisions (ibid; and Barrage Trace, as above), whose
movement was to be assisted by the beams of 344 Indep S.L. Bty
reflected from low cloud, the intensity of illumination to be
controlled by Brigadier A.B. Matthews at H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps.
\Jistory of B.R.A.'s Branch, pe 41)




4]1. For the second phase of the battle, each of the
armoured divisiens was to have its divisional artillery and
a medium regiment under comr and, as well as one A.G,R.A. in
support (Battlefield Tour: Operation Totalize, p. 12). As
the field guns and attached mediums would be well out of
range of the advancing troops, unless moved forward before
the opening of the second phase, they were to move as soon
as they were released from supporting the infantry in the
opening phase. No fire plan was prepared, but the bombing
was to be supplemented by concentrations as required in
advance by the divisions. (W.D., H.Q. R.C.A., 2 Cdn Corps,
August 1944: Appx 4)

42, The amount of ammunition required cannot easily
be imagined. The nine field regiments taking part in the
barrage were to fire a total of 650 rounds per gun =-- over
eight tons of shell alone, most of which had to be dumped
beside every gun pit, removed from the containers, and stacked
ready for use. (Ibid) In all, the R.C.A.S.C. delivered

over 200,000 rounds south of the Orne, a task completed in

36 hours -- requiring the drivers of the lorries te work day
and night, without rest, and imposing heavy strain on the
regimental gun detachments and ammunition parties (ibid; and
W.De, Ai & Q. H.Q. First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 8).
Huge dumps of ammunition were also built up in Colombelles,
and 2 Cdn Corps planned to keep in reserve and on wheels a
complete replenishment of the normal supply of ammunition
carried by the supply services of 4 Cdn and 1 Pol Armd Divs.
((HS) 218C1.016 (15): Op "TOTALIZE", Folio 23, 2 Cdn Corps
Adm Order No. 4)

THE LEFT FLANK: 1 BRIT CORPS

43, Meanwhile, on Lt-Gen Crerar's left, the front of
1 Brit Corps, now held by 6 Airborne and 49 (W.R.) Divs, saw
little activity during the first week of August (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 1 Brit Corps, 1-7 Aug 44). Stretched very thin on the
ground, the troops remaining there clung to their positions
from Cagny north to the Orne River at Sallenelles, faced

with the discouraging task of holding firm, while other
formations were being withdrawn and mustered for battles
elsewhere. On 2 Aug, 3 Brit Inf Div came under Second British
Army to be placed under the command of 8 Corps for the drive
towards the upper reaches of the Orne (ibid), and on the
following night 51 (H.) Div and 33 Armd Bde passed to 2 Cdn
Corps to relieve 4 Cdn Armd Div on the left of the road to
Falalse, an operation completed by dawn on 7 Aug. (W.D.,

G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, August 1944: Appx 29; W.D.,
H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 6 Aug 44; and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Brit
Corps, 4 Aug 44) As the withdrawal left Lt-Gen Crocker
without armoured support for his extended divisions, 21 Cdn
Armd Regt (G.G.F.G.) came under 49 (W.R.) Div to act as an
immediate counter-attack force, and the remainder of 4 Cdn
Armd Bde was on call if required (ibid; and W.Ds., G.S. H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Div and 21 Cdn Armd Regt, 3 Aug 44). With offensive
action restricted by the lack of resources, warfare on 1 Corps'
front consisted mainly of exchange of fire, patrols, and raids
which were rendered difficult by the enemy's extensive use of
wire entanglements and mines (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Brit Corps,
1-7 Aug 44; and Appx "E", G.S. Leg and Summary of Events,
Serial 497). The foremost positions of 49 Div were separated
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from the enemy by as little as 200 yards, a no-man's-land so
narrow that enterprise was limited to small reconnaissance

and standing patrols (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army,
August 1944: Appx 29, Ops Log, 5 Aug 44, Serial 42). As a
result of the strength of the enemy's positions and the
intricacy of his defences, fighting patrols had to be organized
as company raids, supported by artillery (ibid; and Appx 34,

Ops Log,)6 Aug 44, Serial 64; and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Brit Corps,
7 Aug 44).

44, Although 1 Brit Corps was not to be directly
involved in Operation "TOTALIZE", the task assigned to Lt-Gen
Crocker's attenuated forces was an important one, since without
knowing what the enemy had in mind, we had to assume the
possibility that 12 S.S. Pz Div might be used to counter-attack
the coastal sectors Later on, when 51 (Hi) Div was in firm
possession of Cramesnil, Secqueville-lasCampagne, and the woods
to the south-east;, Lt-Gen Crocker would be called upon to take
over that part of the front and push up his right flank through
St Sylvain. (GiOsCs=in-C.,, First Cdn Army, file 1-0-4:
Directive Crerar to Corps Comds, 6 Aug 445 Some necessary
regrouping brought 31 Brit Tk Bde under 49 (W.R.) Div to
protect the Corps! right flank (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn
Army, August 1944: Appx 52), and 146 Bde, deployed on the
western ap,roaches to Troarn, was drawn into reserve, ready to
relieve 51 (H.) Div in Bourguebus. As a result 6 Airborne Div
was required to stretch its front farther and send 4 S.S. Bde
over towards Troarn. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Brit Corps, 6-7

Aug 44)

INCREASED URGENCY OF ATTACK TOWARDS FALAISE

45, Meanwhile, the campaign continued to go well
elsewhere., By 6 Aug the Americans had cut right across
Brittany to reach the sea at Vannes and were moving rapidly
eastward in a series of parallel drives through Domfront,
lMayenne and Lavale. Farther north, British troops had got a
foothold on the Mont Pingon massif (they captured this
formidable summit on the evening of 6 Aug), were closing up

to Conde-sur-Noireau and preparing to assault over the Orne
near Thury-Harcourt. (G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, file

1-0; Directive M 517, from C.-in-C., 21 Army Gp, 6 Aug 44;
Chester Wilmot, The Struggle for Europe (London, 1952), pp
407-9) On 6 Aug, iIndeed, 59 DIiv attacked across the Orne
north of Thury-Harcourt and successfully established a bridge-
head. (Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltic, pp 117-18) This
threat to the rear of the enemy opposing the Canadians was
certain to be most useful to the latter. Though General
Montgomery was not clear as to how the enemy was endeavouring
to conduct his withdrawal, the way in which the Germans were
holding the British and Canadians south and south-east of Caen
indicated that von Kluge was "definitely trying to pivot on the
Caen area". Hence the urgency of smashing the hinge hourly
increased. Second British Army's attack on 30 Jul had
prevented the enemy from forming a hinge north-west of Vire:
he would be in an extremely awkward position if within the next
day or two he were to be disloged from his positions astride
the highway south-east of Bretteville-sur-Laize, and if he
lost Falaise 1tself., Accordingly, the C.~in-C instructed
Lt-Gen Crerar to make every effort to reach Falaise in the
coming battle and issued instructions for a general advance

to the east, The intention was to pivot on the left and
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northern flank, while swinging with the right, east along the
Loire, then north-east to Paris and the Seine., While Lt-Gen
Bradley's 12 U.S. Army Group was sweeping widely on the right,
leaving strong forces to protect the open flank on the south,
and 1ts progress assisted by alrborne forces to close off the
gap between Orleans and Paris, First Cdn and Second British
Armies were to advance eastward to drive the enemy up against
the Seine: all bridges over the river between Paris and the
sea were to be kept out of action. (Directive M 517, as above;
and Montgomery, op cit, pp 118-19) The C.=-in-C.'s words at
the time convey their own sense of urgency. "Whatever the
enemy may want to do will make no difference to us", he wrote,
"We will proceed relentlessly, and rapidly, with our plans for
his destruction. Ve must be prepared to attack the enemy
quickly, whenever and wherever he may stand to fight; he must
not be given time to 'settle in'! on any positions., We must
follow him up with speed whenever he withdraws, and allow him
no respite". (Directive M 517, as above)

46, So far as First Cdn Army was concerned, the
tactical policy to be followed in the pursult to the Seine was
that the successive thrusts to the east were to be initiated by
2 Cdn Corps, each being designed to secure or dominate one

of the river lines which lay in the path of the advances

1 Brit Corps on the left would conform with its right flank,
and then as the lines of the Dives, the Vie( the Touques, and
the Risle were reached, in each case would "proceed to mop-up
the area WEST of that river line Northwards to the sea'. As
Lt-Gen Crerar visualized the operation, 1 Brit Corps would
move eastward "with i1ts right shoulder up and with its left,
periodically, echeloned considerably back". (Directive to
Corps Comds, 6 Aug, as above)

47. Meanwhile, the enemy had completed preparations
for the large-scale counter-offensive at lMortain which had
been ordered by Hitler (para 10, above). The signs were
anything but propitious.

Seventh Army was hard pressed; penetrations
at and west of Vire could not be eliminated;
Allied armour was advancing on Mayenne and
Lavale There was no time for proper prepar-
ations of the planned attack, the plcture
was changing constantly, it was hard to tell
which formations were definitely avallable
and which ones had been pinned down again.

(Report No. 50, para 215)

Nevertheless, at 2000 hours, 6 Aug, the ill-fated operation
(known by the code-name "Luttich") was launched towards
Avranches from the Mortain area. The formations employed
were 116 Pz Div, 2 Pz Div, 1 and 2 S.8. Pz Divs and elements
of 9 Pz Dive 1 S.S. Pz Div was to follow up "as quickly as
possible”". (Ibid) Thus, both German and Allied operations
were rapidly moving towards a decision in Normandy.
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MARSHALLING FOR THE ASSAULT

48, On the afternoon of 7 Aug, the formations
under Lt-Gen Simonds' command which were to launch the initial
assaults were marshalling on the hot dusty plains south of
the Faubourg de Vaucelles:. To the west of the Falaise road
the reverse slopes between Fleury-sur-Orne and the highway
were the scenes of milling yet orderly movement, as our
armoured vehicles crossed over from the tralning areas west
of the Orne River to their assigned stations in the assembly
areas. Maj-Geh Foulkes had, as we have seen, given the
command of the armoured columns that would lead the attack to
Brigadier Wyman, whose force comprised 2 Cdn Armd Bde (less

6 Cdn Armd Regt (1 H.)) with 4 Cdn Inf Bde and 8 Cdn Recce
Regt under command, as well as strong elements of heavy
assault equipment from 79 Armd Div, medium machine-guns, self-
propelled anti-tank artillery and engineers. (W.D., H.Q. 2
Cdn Armd Bde, August 1944: Appx 5, Acgount of Ops, 5-8 Aug)
This was to advance en masse to overwhelm the enemy by the
sheer weight, power and novelty of the attack over open,
gently rolling, almost unfenced country which offered few
serious obstacles to armour ((HS) 145.2E3011 (3): Account of
Attack by Essex Scot, 7/8 Aug). The four columns were simply
To make a swift dash between the enemy's foremost positions
to a dispersal area in his rear, where the infantry would
dismount, seize thelr objectives, and prepare to hold them
against counter-attack (Account of Ops, 5-8 Aug, as above).
Three of Brigadier WymanTs columns, each carrying one
battalion of 4 Cdn Inf Bde, would advance side by side from
Beauvolr Farm, passing west of Roquancourt to an area half
way between Caillouet and Gaumesnil, where the infantry would
selze a wood and quarry forward on the high ground and Point
122, The fourth column, in which the main element was 8 Cdn
Recce Regt, would advance from Troteval Farm and pass east of
Roquancourt to a dispersal area just west of Point 122, on
which 8 Cdn Recce Regt would establish itself preparatory te
handing it over to R. Regt C. (Ibid)

49, Brigadier Wyman's command formed up according
to rehearsal. The three columns on the right assembled
tightly together just east of Fleury-sur-Orne, ready to move
off together; the one on the left, which was to move on its
own under Lt-Col B.M. Alway, 0.C. 8 Cdn Recce Regt, assembled
north of Ifs. At the head of each was a heavily armoured
advanced guard or "gapning force% consisting of two troops
of Sherman tanks, two troops of "Flails", and a troop from
69 Assault Sgn, R.E. The Shermans were to lead with the
"Flails" following behind ready to clear any mines
encountered; the sappers, working from their A.V.R.HEs.,

were to mark the route with tapes and lights. Directly
behind was the main body or "assault force", led by more
Sherman tanks, with the infantry battalion riding in 1its
armoured carriers, and all 1ts supporting weapons. In
additlon to the mortars and Bren-gun carriers, the force
included detachments of medium machine-guns from Tor Scot R.
(M.G.) borne in carriers, self-propelled anti-tank guns and
others towed by Ram towers, all supplied by 6 Cdn A.Tk Regt,
and bulldozers driven by Canadian engineers. Bringing up
the rear in each case were more tanks known as the "fortress
force", charged with making the dispersal area secure and
providing a firm base from which the infantry could assault
on foot. (Ibid; Vanguard: The Fort Garry Horse in the Second
World War; and W.D., Essex Scot, August 1944: Appx 9)




50. - A11 during the afternoon and evening the process
of shaping these columns went on. As the Shermans, "Pries%s",
Bren-gun carriers and half-tracks fitted into their places,
they became enveloped in stifling clouds of brown dust churned
up by the tracks, and there was danger that the yellowish
clouds, rising above the crest, might draw enemy artillery
fire on to the closely-packed troops, although they themselves
were out of sight of the enemy. However, the Germans gave no
sign of alarm, and by 2100 hours the columns were drawn up,
each four vehicles abreast on a frontage of 16 yards, the
width of the gap that four "Flalls" could clear in a mine~
field, with only a yard or two separating each vehicle from
the one behind it. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Aug 44;

W.D., HeQs 2 Cdn Armd Bde, August 1944; Appx 5, Report on Ops
5-8 Aug; W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 7,
Op Order No. 2, Trace "P"; and W.D., R. Regt C., 7 Aug 44;

and (HS) 265C4.011 (2): Account of Attack on Caillouet 7/8
Aug) One diarist recorded: T"Ihe concentration of troops

and armour within the small area of Ifs 1s a sight to behold."
(W.D., Calg Highrs, 7 Aug 44)

51. This part of the assault was planned to place
our forces 3000 yards in rear of the enemy's forward positions
in May-sur-Orne, Fontenay-le~Marmion and Roquancourt. Tho
task of dealing with these by-passed redoubts and mopping

up opposition in between fell to 6 Cdn Inf Bde, which was to
advance on foot simultaneously with the armoured force.
Fontenay-le~Marmion and May-sur-Orne were not within the
ground covered by the barrage, though they were among the
targets of the R.A.F. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div,
August 1944: Appx 7, Op Order No. 3, Op "TOTALIZE"; =ad W.D.,
H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Aug 44) Moreover, no artillery wculd
be avallable to support the brigade until the conclusion cf
the barrage. As a result Brigadlier Young decided to throw
in his three battalions simultaneously, so that Fus M.R.
would attack May-sur-Orne and Camerons of C. would fall upon
the enemy in Fontenay-le-Harmion while the surviving Germans
were still dazed from the air attack. (W.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf
Bde, 7 Aug 44) S. Sask R. would go for Roquancourt, which
did lie within the ground covered by the barrage. Fire
supovort would be available from the 4.2-inch mortars and
medium machine-guns of Tor Scot 2. (1.G.), and British
"Crocodile" flame-throwing tanks were .3signed to help in
clearing the villages. (Ibid: Appx 7, Op Order No. 1, Op
"TOTALIZE" ) e

52, Ma j~Gen Foulkes planned to keep 5 Cdn Inf Bde
in reserve south of Ifs during the early part of the attaci.
Brigadler leglll was ordered to be prepared to restore the
momentum of the attack, should it be lost, but otherwise his
main task was to advance south, when ordered, to capture
Bretteville-sur-~Laize from the higher ground to the east
which was the objective of 2 Cdn Armd Bde. Detail was lef%
until the results of the night attack were known, but some
support was arranged in advance. Bretteville-sur-Laize was
to be bombed, the artillery of 2 Cdn Inf Div and 12 Corps was
to be available and a smoke screen was arranged to cover the
right flank. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944:
Appx 7, Op Order No. 2, Op "TOTALIZE")

53. Because of the bombing it was necessary t
withdraw 6 Cdn Inf Bde from the forward positions. Verrieéres
and St André were abandonzd, and by early evening the three
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battalions were formed up behind the start-line, the S%
André-Hubert-Folie road, each unit facing its objective:
Fus M.R. on the right, ready to advance -a May-sur-~Ornse,
Camerons of C. in the centre, before Fontenay-le-~Mar: .:n,
and S. Sask R. at Troteval Farm, waiting to go for
Roquancourt. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944:
Appx 7, Op Order No. 3, Trace "P"; and W.Ds., Camerons of C
Fus M.R. and S. Sask R., 7 Aug 44)

54. The assembly was complete at 2100 hours. Ealf
an hour later Brigadier Wyman's columns began to creep forward
over the slopes, halting just north of the start-line. (W.D.,
H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde, August 1944: Appx 5, Account of Ops,

5-8 Aug) East of the Falaise road, where simllar scenes had
been Egking place, two columns consisting of the tanks of 33
Brit Armd Bde and 154 Bde of 51 (H.) Inf Div, mounted in
armoured troop - carriers, were also formed up behind the
start-line, ready to advance on either side of Tilly-la-
Campagne, to seize objectives as de3p Zn the enemy's lines

as St-Algnan-de-Cramesnil and the woods to the south (W.D.,
HeQs 154 Inf Bde, 5 and 7 Aug 44). Other brigades waltad

to attack on foot to seize Tilly~la-Campagne, Lorguichon

and Secqueville~la-Campagne, which the armour would by-pass
and then attack eastwards to clear the woods south-2ast cl

La Ho§ue. (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. Plrst Cdn Army, Aumusi 194<:
Appx "P", 51 (H.) Div Op Order No. 6)

OPERATION "TOTALIZE": TH: NIGHT ATTACK, 7 ~ 8 AU

55. For the assembled trcops waiting in the depk-
ness on the night of 7/8 Aug the heavy rumxble of eirc“af*
passing overhead was the immediate oveorture %o battle-
Promptly at 2300 hours the bombers began to unicad over the
enemy positions, marked by our artillery shells, and Operaticn
"TOTALIZE" had begun. Half an hour later the solidly packed
armoured columns and the marching infantry crossed their
start-lines on either side of the Falaice road. (W.D., H.Q.
2 Cdn Armd Bde, August 1944: Appx 5, Account cf Ops, 5-8
Aug; W.D.,G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, Augustc 1044: Appx o0,
Ops Log, 7 Aug 44, Serial 4285; and W.D,, E.Q. 6 Cdn Inf
Bde, 7 Aug 44) The hundreds of vehicles raised dense
clouds of dust blinding Lo drivers, already struggling with
the general obscurity and the contrasted glare of the sesrch-
lights, and able to see only the nearest tail-light ahosed

of them, as the dim procession crawled in lowest gesr av
100 yards a minute towards their objectives €000 yards avaye
But they were guided both Br “he orangs Boforas tracer
sliding through the sky and tne tapes ard llchts with which
the Royal Engineers of the "gapping forces", cven as ths
enemy's fira began to fall, were marking +he routes scross
country. (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bds, Auguct 1944: Appx 5.
Account of Ops, 5-8 Aug; and W.D., 27 Cdn Armd Regt, Avgusi
1944: Appx 1 ET)

56, At first the enemy appneared to be overteksn
with confusion, but he recovered aufficient*7 to react with
his artillery and mortars. It is not surprisinc that
collisions occurred, that vehicles strayed from the column,
even that some of the stragglers came to be fired on by thecir
friends, much less that others were knocked out by the sneuy's
guns. (Account of Ops as above) The Gsrmans worc claver
enough to add to the confusion by firing smcke-shells to
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thicken the ground mist that was coming up on the night air

(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30, Ops

Leg, 7 Aug 44, Serial 4310; and W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,

igggat 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 7 Aug 44, Serials 148 and
3)e

574 In the turmoill the 2 Cdn Inf Div columns went
astray at Roquancourt. Instead of all passing west of the
village, the three right-hand columns took wrong routes. R.
Regt C. went to the east, R.H.L.I. actually drove through

the village, and although Essex Scot kept to the west as
intended; they completely lost their bearings. (Account of
Ops 5-8 Aug, as above) The resultant delay sacrificed some

og the protection otherwise afforded by the barrage ((HS)
145.2R14011 SD4): Account by Ad;utant R.H.L.I. of Attack on
Pt 46, 8 Aug). Soon calls came back over wireless to _
increase the intensity of the searchlights and to speed up

the fire of the Bofors (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944:
Appx 25, Ops Log, 7 Aug 44, Serlals 141, 142, 146, 155 and
156; and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx

30, Ops Leg, 7 Aug 44, Serial 4318). Though the leading

tanks repsarted the Bofors as being effective, the searchlights
were still unable to pilerce the murk (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 7 Aug 44, Serial 169).

58. It soon became apparent that 8 Cdn Reeea Regt
on the left was also in difficulty, for shortly after midnight
conflicting reports came in. There was already considerable
uncertainty at H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde as to where this column
actually was, and doubt increased when wireless contact was
lost at 0148 hours. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August
1944: Appx 30, Ops Lag, 7 Aug 44, Serials 4291 and 4305; and
W.D., H.Q., 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log,

7 Aug 44, Serials 133, 149, 170 and 171) There was no

more news of the column on the left until shortly after 0200
hours, when 8 Cdn Recce Regt reported being approximately
level with the northern outskirts of Roquancourt, and several
hundred yards short of the position reported much earlier
(WeDey GuS., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30, Ops
Log, 7 Aug 44, Serial 4326; and W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 7 Aug 44, Serial 176). While
these confused messages were reaching brigade, the column had
encountered the enemy and lost two tanks, suffered casualtles
and captured prisoners identified as belonging to a battalion
of 89 Inf Div (W.D., 8 Cdn Recce Regt, August 1944: Appx 8,
Ops Log, 0230 hrs).

59. Despite the loss of direction at Roquancourt,
the columns of 4 Cdn Inf Bde on the right had been making
good progress. After considerable difficulty, R. Regt C.
succeeded in finding its way forward east of the village
(#.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30, Ops
Log, 7 Aug 44, Serial 4321), missed the dispersal area and
ended its advance north-west of its intended objective, the
high ground at Point 122. This meant that a new plan of
attack had to be prepared in the darkness complicated by the
fact that on the left 8 Cdn Recce Regt, who were to get on
the same objective, had been brought to a halt near
Roquanceurt by heavy opposition. About 0500 hours, when it
was beginning to get light, the battalion put in its attack
though without one company which had gone astray en route
and deficient some anti-tank guns, tanks and "Priests" which
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had become casualties. The objective was taken. (Ibid,
Serial 4359; W.D., R. Regt C., Serial 6851, 8 Aug 44; W.D.,
6 Cdn A.Tk Regt, 8 Aug 44; and (HS) 145.2R17011 (D1):
Account of Attack by R. Regt C. on Pt 122 and Gaumesnil 7/8

Aug)

60, Re.H.L.I. had also survived the confusion at
Roquancourt, where it was fired at by an enemy anti-tank gun,
and had pushed on through the village to the south, across

the adjacent airfield though under fire now from small arms,
mortars and the enemy's guns ((HS) 145.2R14011 (D4): Account
by Adjutant R.H.L.I. of Attack on Pt 46, 8 Aug; and W.D.,

H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44,
Serials 189 and 198). The infantry found the dispersal area,
dismounted and secured it. But they were unable to advance

to thelir objective as the enemy had four tanks and a self-
propelled gun firmly established in the nearby quarry. The
force therefore dug in as far forward as possible and prepared
to defend themselves against counter-attack. (Ibid: Serial
242; and (HS) 265C4.011 (D2): Account of Attack by 4 Cdn

Inf Bde 7/8 Aug)

61. Essex Scot, however, had been unable to
extricate themselves from the uncertain situation near Roquan-
court. Separated from their leading company and tanks, they
had come under fire from an anti-tank gun: some of their half-
tracks and tanks were hit and burst into flames. Other vehicles
turned or backed and collided with those behind, throwing the
column into a disorder which was increased as vehicles sraying
from other columns tried to join company. A platoon sent to
deal with an 88~-mm gun was driven off by machine-gun fire.
(W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 8
Aug 44, Serial 182) By this time the commanding officer was
missing, and Major J.W. Burgess, acting second-in-command,

took charge and ordered the infantry to get out of theilr
vehicles, deploy and dig in while the column was reformed.

This situation was reported to Brigade at 0327 hours. (Ibid,
Serial 194) Major Burgess then walked into Roquancourt, and
there learned for the first time that the battalion was 3000
yards short of their objective. There, too, he found his
Commanding Officer wounded, but safe, in the hands of S. Sask
R. Not until 0845 hours, in broad daylight, was the battalion
finally re-formed south-west of the village. It then advanced
towards its obiective. (W.D., Essex Scot, 8 Aug 44; and (HS)
145.2E3011 (D3): Attack by Essex Scot on Caillouet night

7/8 Aug)

62. iWhile 4 Cdn Inf and 2 Cdn Armd Bdes were thus
engaged in carrylng out the armoured thrust, the battalions of
6 Cdn Inf Bde, which had crossed the start-line on foot at
the same time, were involved in heavy fighting. S. Sask R.
on the left advanced towards Roquancourt, and, moving between
the armoured columns, passed east of Verridres to deploy just
south of it. Though blinded by the dust of the armour, the
battalion kept so close behind the barrage, which started

at 2345 hours, that the enemy still had their heads down when
the leading company entered Roquancourt. By 0045 hours the
village was ours, and by dawn the battalion was well dug in
and)prepared to repel any counter-attack. ((HS) 145.257011
(D6): Account of Attack by S. Sask R. on Roquancourt, 8 Aug;
and W.D., H.Qe. 6 Cdn Inf ﬁga, August 1944: Appx 5, Ops Log,-
8 Aug 44, Serial 72)




63. The attack did not go so smoothly for the
two battalions on the rig:t, where Fus M.R. and Camerons
of C. were launched at May-sur-Orne and Fontenay-le-
Marmion without artillery support, relying on the effect
of the night bompbing.# On the right, Fus M.R., coming
through St Andreé-sur-Orne, were subjected to heavy fire
from mortars and artillery, which killed or wounded so
many that the companies had to be reorganized. ihen the
advance was resumed, the battalion again came under heavy
fire and succeeded in advancing only a few hundred yards.
(WeDep, HeQ. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 and 8 Aug 44) One company
did get into the outskirts of May-sur-Orne, but it was cut
off and all communication with it lost. (Ibid; Appx 4, Ops
Log, 8 Aug 44, Serials 20 and 36)

64. Advancing over the ridge astride the road
from Ifs to attack Fontenay-le-Marmion, Camerons of C. were
blinded by the dust raised by the armour on their left,
ground mist and the enemy's smoke. The men had great trouble
keeping formation; they ran upon mines and were subjected to
heavy shelling and to machine-gun fire from the flanks. Even
this opposition did not prevent the leading companies from
advancing. The remnants, little more than a hundred strong,
succeeded in getting into Fontenay-le-Marmion, but with
numerous enemy positions still unsubdued in their rear. The
comranding officer had been wounded, and even in the village
itself the companies were unable to keep in touch with each
other. ((HS) 145.2Q1011 (D 5 & 8): Account of Attack by
Camerons of C., 7/8 Aug; W.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, August

: Appx 4, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serlals 18, 28 and 32; and
(HS) 145.2Q1011 (D8): Account by Ma Cavanagg. "A" Coy, of
the Attack on Fontenay-le-liarmion) out ours, Major
C.W. Ferguson, the bBrigade lajor of 6 Cdn Inf Bde (formerly
2 i1/c, Camerons of C.) made his way forward and took over
temporary command of the battalion. Visibility was then still
bad, but as it improved the Germans who had been left behind
began to attack from the north with tanks. Their first shell
knocked out most of the perscnnel at battalion headquarters
and cut off wireless communication with Brigade except
indirectly through the supporting artillery. ((HS) 145.2Q1011
(D 5 & 8): Account of the Attack by Camerons of C. on
Fontenay-le-Marmion, 7/8 Augs, LY LU John Graham; W.D., H.Q.

Bde, August 1944: Appx 4, Ops Log, B8 Aug 44, Serial

39; and W.D., Cemerons of C., August 1944: Account of Attack
on Fontenay-le-Marmion 7/8 Aug, by carrier platoon commander)

OPERATIONS ON 8 AUG

65, Far behind the enemy's forward lines, while
bitter fighting was being waged to clear the by-passed
villages, 2 Cdn Inf Div was consolidating west of the Falailse
road. R. Regt C. and R.H.L.I., secure on Point 122, succeeded
in obtaining a firm hold on the ground to the south-west.

East of them, 154 Bde of 51 (H.) Inf Div, and 33 Armd Bde,

#The effectiveness of this bombing is discussed in
Operational Research in North West Europe, p. 16, Report No.
, Operation "TOTALIZE". (Copy in (H§7211?.3D1 (D3))




after difficulty in getting by Tilly-la-Campagne, were
holding Cramesnil, St Aignan de Cramesnil and Garcelles-
Secqueville, though Tilly was not yet clear. (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, August 1944: Appx 3, Ops Log, 7 Aug 44,
Serial 74; and 8 Aug 44, Serial 25). No one expected to
enjoy these gains in peace and before 1000 hours the
anticipated counter-attack began. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serials 259,
260, 261 and 263) The enemy's force consisted of infantry
and Panthers supported by self-propelled guns. Fighting was
filerce for a time, and almost disastrous, Two Panthers
broke through the screen of R. Regt C,'s 6-pounders, and
knocked out a self-propelled anti-tank gun and several other
vehicles before falling victims to a Sherman. (W.D., 6 Cdn
A.Tk Regt, 8 Aug 44) Tanks of 33 Armd Bde on the left
flank of R. Regt C. helped the hard-pressed infantry by
killing two of the Panthers ((HS) 145.2R17011 (D1): Account
of Attack by R, Regt C. on Pt 122, 7/8 Aug). To the right
R.H.L.I. also became involved and lost one of the supporting
anti-tank guns and a Sherman. Only after flerce fighting
was the enemy beaten off, leaving four dead tanks and the
officer who led them wounded and a prisoner in the hiands of
Re Regt C. (W.D., Rs Regt C., August 1944: Serial 6852)

66. While the units had been having their diffi-
culties and casualties, brigade headquarters did not go
unscathed. Brigadier Wyman was shot through the arm by a
sniper when he left his tank to reconnoitre, and two lieison
officers from 2 Cdn Armd Bde were also wounded. (W.D., H.Q.
2 Cdn Armd Bde, 8 Aug 44; and W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial 243) 1In
spite of his wounds, the Brigadier continued to command until
he was evacuated early in the morning of 8 Aug, when Brigadier
J.E. Ganong took command (Ibid). Our casualties had been
surprisingly light. R. Regt C. had lost one officer killed,
one officer wounded, three other ranks killed and 23 wounded,
R«H.L.I. suffered only one killed and 14 wounded, ((HS)
133.065 (D 6593 & D 570): Stat infm provided by W.S.R.) This
was a light toll for an advance of almost five miles and the
capture of the enemy's most heavily defended positions, and
was a striking vindication of the method of using armoured
treop-carrying vehicles to protect infantry from the fire of
thé enemy's machine-guns, and the splinters of shell and
mortar bamb. The "gapping forces" did not lose a single
vehicle in their plunge forward, (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde,
August 1944: Appx 5, Account of Ops, 5«8 Aug)

67 . The heaviest sufferers had been Essex Scot.
After spending the hours of darkness in the mad confusion
of dust and gunfire outside Roquancourt, they made an effort
to get forward to Caillouet, at the west end of the high
ground on which the other two battalions of the brigade had
already established themselves. As soon as it was light
enough, the battalion was regrouped and it was then found
that one company had been reduced to 30 men, that 14 half-
tracks had been destroyed or were missing, and that two of
the self-propelled anti-tank guns had disappeared, together
with the leading tanks. (W.D., Essex Scot, 8 Aug 44; 2nd
W.D., H.Q., 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log,

8 Aug 44, Serial 256) It was discovered later that the
tanks had carried on to the dispersal area during the night
(Account of Ops, 5-8 Aug, as above). ihen the column had
been regrouped, at about 0845 hours the battalion formed up




in its surviving vehicles to the south-west € Rogquancourt
(W.D., Essex Scot, 8 Aug 44). Imperative orders came down
from Divisional Headquarters for the battalion to take
Caillouet with the aid of 8 Cdn Recce Regt, whose pcsition
had presumably been eased by the advance of 51 (H.) Inf Div,
and who were no longer needed at Point 122, (W.D., H.Q. 4
Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44,
Serials 246, 254 and 256) But 8 Cdn Recce Regt was unable
to move forward from its position near Roquancourt, ard by
1025 hours Essex Scot came to a halt when they observed that
their objective was "picketed with Tiger tanks" (ibid:
Serials 241, 265, 298 and 200; and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 30, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial
4391)s A flood of conflicting reports reached the battalion:
these placed the enemy on the objective, put friendly tanis
there instead, and finally admitted that nothing was known
of the true situation. The tanks dlsappeared and at 1150
hours Essex Scot, led by the second-in-command, who had come
forward to take over, dashed forward in their half-tracks
1000 yards across open fields and under covering fire from

a squadron of 27 Cdn Armd Regt (Sher Fus R.). They teok
Caillouet without casualties, despite the fire of hostile
machine-guns and mortars. The only enemy in evidence were
withdrawing westwards, and were hastened on th2ir way with
a few rounds of 6-pounder high-explosive and bursts of
machine-gun fire., (W.D., Essex Scot, 8 Aug 44; and W.D.,

27 Cdn Armd Regt, August 1944, Appx 11) After consolidating
end meking a house-to-house ssarch, Essex Scot were secure
In possession (ibid; and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div,
August 1944: Appx 30, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial 4412).

68. Meanwhile, seven miles to the north, the
armoured divisions which were to crack the next line of
defence were marshalling in the areas now vacated by the
infantry. During the night and early hours of the morning,
10 Cdn Inf Bde of 4 Cdn Armd Div moved up from Cormelles and
Faubourg de Vaucelles, fo concentrate in the vicinity of
Fleury-sur-Orne and Ifs. (W.Ds., A. & S.H. of C., Linc &
Welld R., 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt and Alg R., 8 Aug 44) Our
medium artillery provided a deafening sccompaniment as the
tanks of the armoured regiments and the half-tracks of Lake
Sup R (Mot) made a slow, halting move from Mondeville and
Demouville through the Faubourg eand on southwerd down the
Falalise road. In the tracks of 6 Cdn Armd Regt this swollen
stream of vehicles poured into the fields south-east of Ifs,
where it soon resembled a solid mass of armour. When dawn
came, 4 Cdn Armd Bde, with the exception of 28 Cdn Armd Regt
(B.C.R.) which lay to the east, was concentrated between the
Falaise road and Ifs. (VW.Ds., 21, 22 and 28 Cdn Armd Regts
and Leke Sup R. (Mot), 8 Aug 44)

69. « Although our leading armour and Infantry were
secure on the high ground far to the south, the confuse<
fighting still raging on the morning of 8 Aug, in what had been
the enemy's forward positions, menaced the artillery regimunts,
which were the first troops of 4 Cdn Armd Div to advanco
(History of 15 Cdn Fd Regt). It was reported at 07C0 hours
that Roquancourt was firmly in our hands, that Fontenay-le-
Marmion was thinly held and that no foothold had bteen attalned
in May-sur-Orne (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944:
Appx 30, Ops Log, Serial 4379; and W.D., H.Q. R.C.As, 2 Cdn
Inf Div, August 1944: Appx 4, Serisl 1047). In this region,
15, 19 and 23 Fd Regts, R.C.A., moved into new positions,

with a view to engaging targets some 9000 yards to the south,
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only to find themselves subjected to hot mortar and small
arms fire (W.D., H.Qs ReC.A., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 8 Aug 44). In
spite of casualties, the gunners succeeded in deploying (ibid).

70, Meanwhile the fire and confusion had brought

the infantry and armour following the guns to a halt (W.D.,

A & S.H. of C., 8 Aug 44). They stalled near Roquancourt all
the morning, although as early as 0845 hours a group consisting
of 22 Cdn Armd Regt (C.G.G.) and Lake Sup R. (Mot) and called
"Halpenny Force" (after Lt-Col W.W. Halpenny, who c¢ommanded

it) had been ordered forward., No advance was made until 1200
hours when it became possible to make slow progress. (W.D.,
Lake Sup R, (Mot), 8 Aug 44) The unsatisfactory situation on
the route of advance was not finally cleared up until after
noon, when two companies of S. Sask R., supported by a squadron
of 6 Cdn Armd Regt (1 H.), launched an attack to clear the
ridge north of Fontenay-le-Marmion, where they took about 250
prisoners, and Fus M.R., supported by flame-throwing "Croco-
diles", broke at last into the ruins of May-sur-Orne (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and S. Sask R.;, 8 Aug 44).

71, During the morning, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps gave
orders to 4 Cdn Armd Div for its artillery to be prepared by
noon to fire red smoke as target indicators for the U.S.A.A.F.
A special convoy was rushed up to 23 Cdn Fd Regt, and the
shells reached the gun area at 1100 hours. By 1200 hours the
regiment was ready, and after much anxiety the smoke was fired
at 1255 heurs. Five minutes later the gunners heard the deep
vibration of the silver Flying Fortresses (@#.D., H.Q. R.C.A.,
4 Cdn Armd Div, 8 Aug 44) flying over to continue the bcmbard-
ment which was to crush the German resistance. But the
aircraft mistook the targets and bombed Cormelles. Some of
thelir missiles fell among the rear echelons of 10 Cdn In

Bde, struck Alq R. which was waiting to move up from Ifs, hit
treops of 1 Pel Armd Div as they were forming up and caught

3 Cdn Inf Div as 1t was beginning to concentrate in Fanbourg
de Vaucelles. (W.D., Alg R., 8 Aug 44; and (HS) 245P1.013
(D1): [1 Pol Armd Div] Operational Report, 13 Aug 44).
Just as the head of the 8 Cdn Inf Bde convoy was nearing the
old barracks there, the suburb received a heavy weight of
these badly misplaced bombs. N. Shore R. lost about 100
officers and men, one campany being totally ineffective for
the operations of two days later. (W.D., N. Shore R., 8 Aug
44) Among the headquarters involved, that of 9 A.G.R.A. was
put out of aetion (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 8 Aug 44),
while Ma j-Gen Keller's Tactical Headquarters was hit end he
was forced to submit to evacuation just before his division
went into battle. Brigadier Blackader, Comd 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
took over the formation to see the operation through. (W.D.,
GeS., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 8 Aug 44; cf C.M.H.Q. file 10/
Keller R.F.L./1, medical report) A wild rumour began to
circulate to the effect that the bombers had really been
captured by the enemy, who was flying them against us (W.D.,
Alg R., 8 Aug 44).

72, The United States Air Force Historical
Division gives the following explanation of this tragic
incident:

Short bombing within friendly lines resulted
from gross errors on the part of two twelve~
plane groups. In one case, faulty indentifi-
cation of target by the lead bombardier led
him to drop near Caen, although fortunately
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some other bombardlers of the formation
cautiously refrained from dropping with
him. In the second instance, a badly hit
lead bomber salvoed short and the rest of
the formation followed in regular routine.
Canadian troops were thereby in some
measure disorganized, and suffered
casualties amounting to 25 killed and 131

wounded.
or jar II, vo I:
Burope: Argument to V-E
?%iz January 1944 to la
5, edited by W.F. Craven
and J.L. Cate (Chicago,
1951), p. 251)

. No source 1s given in the above volume for these casualty

figures. The difficulty of separating them from those
attributable to enemy action during "TOTALIZE", and of
providing accurate statistics for the bombing casualties,
appears to be insuperable. However, such evidence as 1s
avallable sugiests that the figures given in the Amerioan
volume are not comprehensive. A tabulation prepared at H.Q.
First Cdn Army three days after the bombing estimated total
Army casualties (including those suffered by 1 Pol Armd Div)
as approximately 65 killed and 250 wounded. "In addition 4
medium and heavy guns and some 55 vehicles were seriously
damaged or destroyed and also a considerable amount of
ammunition". ((HS) 215C1.019 (D4): file G.0.C.~in-C. 6-4-1,
folio 4: Message AQ 3, Main First Cdn Army to Canmilitry, 11
Aug 44, Additional information on these casualties will be
found in W.D., G.S., H.Q. First Cdn Army (Aug 44): Ops Log,
8 Aug 44, serial 107 (conversation between C. of S. First
Cdn Army and C. of S. 2 Cdn Corps); W.D., G.S., H.Qe¢ 2 Cdn
Corps (Aug 44): Ops Log, 9 Aug 44, Serisl 11; W.D., G.S.,
H.Qe 3 Cdn Inf Div, 8 Aug 44; W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 8
Aug 44)

73 There is evidence that other factors, not
mentioned in the American history, contributed to the faulty
bombing. Thus, in spite of good general visibility, the
American aircrews evidently reported haze over the battlefield;
there was no wind to clear the smoke and dust from the first
bombs and later crews had difficulty in finding the targets;
there is also a suggestion that the "Pathfinder" technique
was inadequate and even that the leading bombers carried many
inexperienced airmen (Information from A.H.B., Air Ministry:
"Air Aspects of 'TOTALIZE' and 'TRACTABLE': Extracts from
R.A.F, Narrative (First Draft): The Liberation of North-West
Europe", vol 1V, with 24/%ources/1/13 (Hist), Canadian Army
Historical Liaison Officer, London, to D, Hist, 30 Nov 53).

74. This misadventure in the rear did not affect
the advance of 4 Cdn Armd Div. Its troops were still held up

‘by the jammed traffic resulting from the difficulties around

Roquancourt; but "Halpenny Force" struggled on until held up
at Gaumesnil. At 1530 hours two companies of R. Regt C.
attacked the place and captured it against 1ittle opposition.
(W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1944: Appx 2, Ops Log, 8
Aug 44, Serial 299; and W.D., R. Regt C., August 1944, Serial
6856), With this improvement, traffic congestion around
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Gaumesnil eased, and the tanks of 4 Cdn Armd Div were able
to move more freely. The infantry of 10 Cdn Inf Bde, moving

down the Falaise road, resumed the advance as soon as

Gaumesnil fell, A. & S.H. of C., supported by 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt (S. Alta R.), leading the way. (W.Ds., A. & S.H.
of C, and 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 8 Aug 44)

75 While 4 Cdn Armd Div was moving south near the
Falaise road, 2 Cdn Inf Div was completing the day's advances
by capturing Bretteville-sur-Lalze. This attack was supported
by the American Flying Fortresses which came over shortly
after 1300 hours. sw.D., G.S. Ops H.Q. First Cdn Army,
August 1944: Appx "F", Op "TOTALIZE", Air Plan) There were
obvieus advantages to attacking as soon as possible after the
bombing, but the assault had to be postponed until 1600 hours
because the guns were committed to supporting 6 Cdn Inf Bde
until that time (#.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, August 1944:
Appx 30, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serials 4440 and 4441l; W.D., H.Q.
R.C.A., 2 Cdn Inf Div, 8 Aug 44; and (HS) 145.2R6011 (D2):
Account by Lt-Col Bisaillon of Attack on Quilly, 8 Aug).

The plan was to attack with two battalions, Calg Highrs taking
Bretteville in 1ts small valley running north-east from the
course of the Lalze, and R. de Mails on the left taking Quilly
and the surrounding orchards, half a mile to the north-east
(Account by Lt-Col Bisaillon, as above). Tanks of 6 Cdn Armd
Regt provided support (W.D., 6 Cdn Armd Regt, August 1944:
Appx 4, Account of "A" Sgn, 5-8 Aug; and Appx 5, Account of
"B" Sgn Xction by GCapt C.M. lclLeod). Our right flank was to
be protected from observation and direct fire by a smoke
screen laid down by the artillery (W.D., R. de Mais, 8 Aug
44; and Account by Capt C.M, McLeod, as above).

76, In spite of the postponement, no confusion
resulted and the troops moved forward on time. The tanks and
infantry made a spectactular advance through blazing wheat
which had been get on fire by the shelling: Lt-Col Bfeaillon,
commanding officer of R. de Malg afterwards remarked that

"the attack was made dramatically from a flaming desert.”
(Account by Lt-Col Bisaillon, as above) Calg Highrs
advanced through open country fringed with what their diarist
called "evil looking woods", unmolested except for shellfire
(llI?ODO’ Gos.’ H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div’ .A.ugust 1944 : Appx 50, Ops
Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial 4459; and W.D., Calg Highrs, 8 Aug 44).
The rifle companies of both battalions reached their ob jectives
oppased only by occasional fire from Nebelwerfers and machine-
guns. When the supporting vehicles began to move forward,
however, 88-mms opened up, and knocked out several vehicles
of each battalion, including the carriers of both the
commanders (W.D., Calg Highrs, 8 Aug 44; Account by Lt-Col
Bisalllon, as above; and (HS) 145.2C1011 (D2): Account b
LtLo1 MacLaughlan). Lt-Col MacLaughlan of Calg S

eclded by e evening that it would be better to hold
Bretteville-sur-Laize from the dominating ground to the north,
rather than to garrison the bombed ruins and, with the
concurrence of the brigadier, the battalion withdrew,.
Unfortunately, as the companies retired up the slope the
enemy's shells came over and burst among them. Casualties
were so numerous that evacuation was a difficult process,
calling for heroic work on the part of the battallion's
medical orderlies. (W.D., Calg Highrs, 8 Aug 44; and Account
by Lt-Col MacLaughlan, as above)




77 While this last objective of 2 Cdn Inf Div was
being dealt with, the armoured divisions pressed on farther
east. 22 Cdn Armd Regt (C.G.G.), under orders to by-pass any
opposition, attempted to get past Cintheaux, lost some tanks
to the fire of 88-mm guns, but inflicted casualties on the
enemy. One troop alone accounted for four 88-mm, three self-
prapelled and four 2-centimetre guns, killed 15 Germans and
tmok 28 prisoners. (W.D., 22 Cdn Armd Regt, 8 Aug 44) On
the right, 10 Cdn Inf Bde resumed their advance down the
Falaise road as soon as Gaumesnil fell. At 1800 hours two
conpanies of A, & S.H., of C., with a squadron of 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt, launched an attack which took Cintheaux in 16
minutes. One of our tanks was lost, but the enemy paid with
an 88-mm gun and 40 prisoners. (W.Ds., A. & S.H. of C and

29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 8 Aug 44) Two companies of A. &
S.H. of C. then pressed on to Hautmesnil, two miles to the
south, leaving Cintheaux garrisoned by the other two companies
and a treop of tanks. They took the village, but the great
quarry nearby was merely guarded for the night without any
attempt being made to mop it up. (W.D., A. & S.H. of C.,

8 Aug 44)

784 Although by nightfall 51 (H.) Inf Div had
gecured most of its objectives and was pushing eastwards into
the woods beyond Secqueville-la-Campagne, the prolonged
resistance in the rear about Tilly-la-Campagne had seriously
delayed the progress of 10 Pol Armd Cav Bde in its approach
march to St Aignan (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, August
1944: Appx 42, Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial 127). bMoreover, the
Poles had been shaken up by the Fortresses' misdirected bombing
None the less, immediately afterwards, at 1335 hours, the
division began to advance south from St Aignan de Cramesnil.
Contact was established with 4 Cdn Armd Div on the right,
north-east of Gaumesnil, but the Polish armour ran into

heavy opposition in the shape of 20 Tiger tanks, which

appeared from the woods south-east of Robertmesnil. No
progress was made, and by nightfall our tanks wers withdrawn

to regroup while the infantry consolidated., (Ibid; and (HS)
245P1.015 (D1): Operational Report, 8 Aug)

79, In 24 hours' fighting 2 Cdn Corps had thus
made & lunge nearly 10,000 yards deep through both lines of
the enemy's defences covering the Falaise road. But the time
and effort required to do so had not improved the possibilities
of exploiting farther south. Not to be deterred, Lt-Gen
Simonds ordered his two armoured divisions to press on by
night, alded by searchlights, to prepare the way for further
advances on the following day. While 4 Cdn Armd Div extended
its somethat precarious salient, 1 Pol Armd Div was to feel
its way forward and seize Cauvicourt at first light. 3 Cdn
Inf Div, by now entirely across the Orne, was ordered to have
one brigade ready to relieve 4 Cdn Armd Div in Hautmesnil.
(W-D.', GeSe Opa, H.Qe. First Cdn Amy, Aug‘lst 1944 ; Appx. 42,
Ops Log, 8 Aug 44, Serial 135)

80. The capture of Cintheaux and Hsutmesnil had
been the first real success of 8 Aug for 4 Cdn Armd Div. The
infantry had advanced only as far as the quarry at Hautmesnil
while the armour had been able to do little save assist 10
Cdn Inf Bde by the flanking thrusts at Cintheaux. 22 Cdn
Armd Regt (C.G.G.) left & squadron with the A. & S.H. of C.
there and went back to harbour on the north-west side of
Gaumesnil. It was decided about 2000 hours that 1t would be
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teo dark to make an attack on Bretteville-le-Rabet, which
had been ordered to take place by last light. (W.D., 22
Cdn Armd Regt, 8 Aug 44) Consequently, it was planned to
send the company of Lake Sup R. (Mot), with a squadron of
22 Cdn Armd Regt, against Bretteville in the morning (ibid;
and W.D., Lake Sup R. (Mot), 8 Aug 44).

8l. At dusk, however, Brigadier Booth conferred
with Lt-Col A.J. Hay (C.0., Alg R.) and the plans for 4 Cdn
Armd Bde's attack underwent considerable modification. Since
"Halpenny Force" had not been able to get past Hautmesnil,

it was decided that the force should clear Bretteville-le-
Rabet and hold it, instead of being relieved by Alq R.

and pressing on to the south. (W.D., Alg R., 8 Aug 44)

When this had been accomplished, a fresh fighting group of
armour and infantry from Alq R. and 28 Cdn Armd Regt (B.C.R.)
wguld play the role formerly given to "Halpenny Force" and
seize the high ground at Point 195 (W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt,

9 Aug 44). As a result three companies of Alq R. were
allotted to three squadrons of B.C.R., which was now in an
open field to the north of Cintheaux (W.D., Alq R., 8 Aug 44).
Our tanks had moved forward haltingly to this position during
the afternoon without meeting any enemy, although accidentally
bombed by the U.SIA.A.FI at 1300 hours. At last ligllt B.C.R.
was put on five minutes! notice to move with Alq R. to theilr
objective. (W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 8 Aug 44) At 2200
hours Linc & Welld R. was sent forward from Roquancourt,
where 1t had been waiting since 1400 hours, to Cintheaux to
deploy for the night in a field with its supporting troop

of 17-prs and a squadron of tanks from S, Alta R. (W.D.,

Linc & welld R., 8 Aug 44) Like B.C.R., 21 Cdn Armd Regt
(GeG+sF+G.) had done nothing all day, and like Linc & Welld

R. the Guards had sat in the same place all afternoon.
However, at 2300 hours 21 Cdn Armd Regt was sent off to catch
up to the rest of the brigade in Cintheaux. (W.D., 21 Cdn
Armd Regt, 8 Aug 44) '

THE ATTEMPT TO S EIZE POINT 195 (9 AUG)

82. Carrying out the Corps Commander's intentlien,
Brigadier Booth ordered 28 Cdn Armd Regt (B.C.R.) - Alq R.
group "to advance to Pt 195 and to reach objective by first
light". (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 Aug 44) The attempt
to carry out these orders produced a most co3atly action.
Having got far off 1ts axls during the advance the combined
force was almost annihilated.

83. The column moved off from near Gaumesnil a
1l1ttle after 0200 hours, brushed aside enemy resistance at
Cintheaux and engaged targets between Hautmesnil and
Cauvicourt on the way south. Pushing on to Bretteville-le-
Rabe%, our troops were fired on from the woods north of the
town. As "Halpenny Force" of Lake Sup R. (Mot) and C.G.G.
was just arriving in the area, the question arose whether 1t
would not be better to wait until Bretteville was cleared
before going any further. C.0., 28 Cdn Armd Regt (Lt-Col
D.G. Worthington), decided that the force must drive on in
the hope of achieving surprise. (W.Ds., 28 Cdn Armd Regt
and Alg R., 9 Aug 44?
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84, 28 Cdn Armd Regt led off, firing as it went.
As the tanks got deeper into hostile country, they soon
discovered how effectively the German positions had been
camouflaged and the diarist describes how haystacks were
apt to explode and bullets ricochet off haymounds. (W.D.,
28 Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Aug 44) One company and one squadron
had apparently been left behind to deal with enemy
resistance encountered en route, and this company ("D" Coy)
was reported in action at a cross-roads (118510) about

2000 yards north-east of Bretteville-le-Rabet. The
remainder of the force fought on past Estrees-la-~-Campagne
to the high ground to the south and east. Enemy opposition
around Bretteville-le-Rabet was probably respunsible for the
decision to move by the east of that village "and flank well
out to the left to get around the resistance" (ibid). The
leading tanks obviously strayed from their course. W.D.,
28 Cdn Armd Regt remarks that "the light was very poor this
early in the morning" and, later, "high ground was sighted,
and we headed for 1t". This high ground, on which they
established themselves, was described by many different
references. It was certainly, however, phe wooded area 1n
the centre of the triangle between Estrees-la-Campagne,
Soignolles and Rouvres, some 6500 yards north-east of their
objective and on the wrong side of the Falaise road.* The
text of the War Diary of H.G. 4 Cdn Armd Bde states that .
there was no communication with 28 Cdn Armd Regt after 0624
hours, but this is disproved by the operations log attached
to the Diary (Appx 5). At the time just mentioned the unit
reported 1tself at 105498 (just south-east of Bretteville-
le-Rabet). At 0643 they reported "Objective LESS 1800
metres.s. forming up now to reach objective"; and at 0655
hours the following message from 28 Cdn Armd Regt was entered
in the log:

Ob jective 0650 hours. No evidence of enemy
occupation - but recent signs. Few lorries
destroyed, slit trenches and tools about.
We are holding until our friends come fwd
to consolidate.

At 0755 hours the unit gave 1ts position as 0964. This
location (close to Caen) makes no sense, but clearly should
read 0946, near the summit of Point 195. However the
regimental history sugpests that considerable uncertainty
prevailed as to the unit's location. As one participating
officer afterwards observed: - :

’ #This location is referred to by the diary of 28 Cdn
Armd Regt as H1ll 143, at lM.R. 144490; the History of 10 Cdn
Inf Bde as Point 82, 8000 yards east of Point 195; and by

Ma jer Monk, 1In an eye-witness account apvended to the diary
of Alq R,, as Hill 140 which 1is at M.R. 135478, while the
diary of Alq R. says M.,R., 143490, Examination of the ground
by C»nlonel C.P. Stacey on 9 Aug 46 (the precise second
anniversary of the action) indicates that this last p-sitlon
(about one-and-a~half miles east of Estrees) 1is accurate.
Many of the B.C.R. tanks (perhaps 15 to 20 - tress and under-
growth made precise count difficult) still remained on the
spot, shot through and through by the enemy guns. See
C.M.H.Q. Report No« 157.



Map-reading in a Sherman tank, with nothing
to go by except contour~lines, 1s not easy,
especlally at the speed we've been travelling

(The Story of The British
Columbia gegiment 1939~
1945: T"Guest of the Reich",
by Maj D.E. Harker)

By 0800 hours the troops were dug in on the reverse slope of
the hill, east of Estrees-la-Campagne, in square 1448 (See

Air Photos Nos. 4105-6 of 10 Aug 44 wlth Cartographer, Hist
Sec (GS)). They came under "terrific 88-mm fZre from North
and Nerth~east" which knocked out several tanks (W.D., Alg

Re, 9*Aug ' 44). From the main positions "B" Squadron was

sent forward to secure high ground in front. Under supporting
fire from one treop, & second cleared the position indicated,
when suddenly tanks began to flare up, and not one from either
traop, 1t would appear from the war diary, was able to return.
(WiD., 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Aug 44) -

85. Meanwhile, No. 2 Troop of "B" Squadron had
"advanced on centre line decided on in 'B! Sgn '0' Group" and
had get as far as Hill 151 south-west of Bretteville-le~
Rabets The "O" Group referred to was held near Estrees, and
the line of advance was presumably south-west from there.
Here it was fired on by two anti-tank guns. These were
knocked out and groups of enemy infantry, too frightened to
fight on, were encountered. The isolated troop then fell
back and joined another squadron ("A", the detached one)
near Estrees-la-Campagne, where a German tenk reported to be a
Tiger had been cornered and driven into the village. Whille
eur tanks were killing it, four of them were knocked out, ;
and the rest, except two which pushed on towards fhe main,force,
were pinned down and unable to move from thelr position.
They succeeded in destroying another Tiger, but were them-
selves eventually knocked out. The two tanks which reached
the main body made the dismal report that hostile armour and
antl-tank guns had completely cut off the approaches and that
no further reinforcements from the original battle group
ceuld get through. (W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Aug 44)3#

&

86. Throughout the morning continuous fire swept.
the pesition. Tanks were being hit, bursting into flames,
and eXploding their ammunition. Lt-Col Worthington, whose
tank was one of the first hit, eventually concentrated all
the serviceable armour in "the south-west corner" (W.D., Alq
Re, 9 Aug 44) of a field and continued to fight. During the
battle the defenders were greatly assisted by Typhoons, which
supperted them with rockets and cannon fire. Casualties
included Lt-Col Hay, C.0., Alg R., who was badly wounded 1n
the leg. Fortunately, a daring attempt to evacuate wounded
succeeded 1n breaking through the encircling enemy. On the
way out one of the vehicles carrying the wounded was hit by

#There seems little doubt that No. 2 Troop of "B" San
took the line of advance intended for the whole regiment, but
that the main body in some way strayed from this line and went
easat instead of south-west.
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an 88~-mm shell, but at 1040 hours the rest got back to 10

Cdn Inf Bde. Numerous small counter-attacks were launched
from all sides during the day, and at noon Lt~Col Worthington,
commander of the dwindling garrison on the hill, took stock

of his resources. He found that there were about eight tanks
left undamaged from the 60 that had started the advance.

Tank crews had suffered heavily in both killed and wounded,
and there were eight dead and 25 wounded from the infantry
(ibid). About 1500 hours the shelling and mortaring increased
in Intensity. The Germans then counter-attacked with infantry
and tanks, but were held off by the aid of rocket-firing
Typhoons: Now that the infantry were well entrenched, Lt-Col
Worthington ordered all tanks that could still run to nake

a dash for it, using fire and movement to effect their escape.
Acting on this order, the remaining eight tanks got out
safely. (W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Aug 44)

87. It was now accepted by those of our garrison
who still survived that they were not on their objective, but
it was decided to hold on as long as possible in the hope that
the officer who had taken the convoy of wounded back to
Brigade would be able to arrange some assistance. At 1700
hours the defenders on the hill were encouraged and excited
by the prospects of help, when they saw friendly (Polish)
tanks coming towards them from the direction of Soignolles.
But this new hope was soon abandoned, for not knowing the
plight of the troops on the high ground.ahead, and hard-
pressed because of their own casualties, the Poles turned
around and went back to safer ground. (W.D., Alg R., © Aug
44) A little after 1800 hours another strong counter-attack
was put in from the south-east by a force estimated at two
infantry companies, supported by a vicious concentration of
mortar fire, which added further casualties and burnt up one
of the four disabled tanks still able to fire. The besieging
infantry were held off, but a mixed force of Tiger and Panther
tanks was able to come within 200 yards and fire across our
positions. At this time a mortar bomb killed Lt-Col
Worthington as he was evacuating the wounded to the clight
cover of a hedgerow. This gallant stand, against increasing
and hopeless odds, came to an end at dusk. As described in
the Algonquins' regimental history,

In the gathering gloom, German Tiger tanks
poked their way across the fields from the
south, halted outside of P.I.A.T. rangs,
and methodically blasted the slits and
hedges around the field., Under cover of
their fire, enemy infantry seeped into the
woodfringe on the west and launched a quick
thrust which overran... the extreme right
flank. In desperation, the survivors had
blasted away all their P.I.A.T. bombs at
extreme ranges against the tanks, and now
they were defenceless. The metal monsters
ground slowly up, firing their machine-guns
all the while, finally straddling the slits
where a few dazed and wounded men could do
nothing but surrender.

(MRJOI' GeL. Gassidy, war--:
path: The Story of the

Algonquin Regiment 1939-
1945 iToronto, 1948), p.
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At some time between 2100 and 2230 hours the remnants of the
two infantry companies, together with 12 or 14 unhorsed tank-
men, made their way down the slope through the wheatflelds
and succeeded in reaching the Polish lines at Renemesnil.
(W.Ds., 28 Cdn Armd Regt and Ala R., 9 Aug 44)

88. In this 1solated and heroic episode, 28 Cdn
Armd Regt on its first day in action lost seven officers
killed, including the Commanding Officer, four officers
missing and five officers wounded; 33 men were killed, 33
wounded and 32 were reported missing ((HS) 133.965 (D 593 &

D §70): Stat infm provided by W.S.R.). Forty-seven tanks and
éne Scout Car were lost during the day (W.D., 28 Cdn Armd Regt,
9 Aug 44, and The Story of The British Columbia Regiment 1939~
1945, chap IV)T Of the two companies of Alg R. wEch had
helped so valiaently to hold the mistaken hill only three
officers and 79 other ranks were fit for duty (W.D., Alqg R.,
11 Aug 44). The totsl casualties of Alq R. for 9 Aug were:
ene officer wounded, 16 men killed, 20 wounded and one missing
((HS) 133,065 (D 593 & D 570): Stat infm provided by W.S.R.)a

89, A, & S,H., of Co' Lake Sup Re (Mot) end 22 Cdn
Armd Regt (C.G.Gs:) had better fortune in clearing the enemy's
defences down the highway as far as Brestteville-~le-Rabet. At
first 1ight on 9 Aug the company of A. & S.H. of C deployed
in the quarry south of Hautmesnil put in an attack, supported
by 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt (S. Alta R.), to enable 10 Cdn Inf
Bde to move against Bretteville-le-Rabet and Grainville-
Langanneries The great quarry was cleared that morning, and
yielded some 25 prisoners as well as many vshicles. (: .Ds.,
A. & S.H. of Cs, and 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 9 Aug 44) Lake
Sup Rs (Met) and 22 Cdn Armd Regt, however, had by-passed the
quarry, and as the tanks with their loads of infantry reached
a point half way between the quarry and Bretteville-le-Rabet,
the vanguard of the force became heavily involved. Snipers
were everywhere, inflicting severe casualties. The supporting
armeur went into action and soon succeeded in penetrating

the defences of the town, but the infantry had a tougher
fight, and 1t was not until 1500 hours, after Lt-Col J.E.V.
Murrel, comnanding Lake Sup R. (Mot), had been obliged to
cemmit all his companies, that Bretteville-le-Rabet was
captureds (W.Ds., Lake Sup R. (Mot) and 22 Cdn Armd Regt,

9 Aug 44; and Appx 37, Ops Log, 9 Aug 44, Serial 48). The
enemy's losses here were heavy: 200 men of 89 Inf Div were
taken prisoner, and scores more were killed (W.D., Lake Sup
R. (Mot), 9 Aug 44).

90. In the early afternoon Maj-Gen Kitching

ordered 10 Cdn Inf Bde to clear the adjoining areas of
Langennerie and Gralnville-Langannerie; in order to avold
confusion he placed Lake Sup R. (Mot), who were still
fighting in Bretteville-le-Rabet, under command of Brigadier
Jefferson. Meanwhile, 4 Cdn Armd Bde was to continue its
efforts to reach Point 195« (W.Ds., G.S.:; H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd
Div, 9 Aug 44). On receipt of these orders, Linc & Welld

R« advanced through the positions of A. & S.H. of C. south

of the Hautmesnil Quarry, and attacked Langannerie.

Supported by the tanks of S. Alta R., two companies advanced
at 1415 hours and got into the town, although on the right

the attackers met stiff resistance. The two reserve companies
were committed as soon as the church was reached and fierce
house-to-house fighting raged¢« (W.D., 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt,
9 Aug 44) Shortly after noon, 9 Cdn Inf Bde took over
Cintheaux and Hautmesnil and eased the strain on the armoured
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division's limited resources in infantry. Thus relieved,
A, & S.H. of C advanced down the Falaise road with a
squadron of tanks of S. Alta R. and undertook the clearing
of the eastern half of Langannerie, while Linc & Welld R.
continued mopping up farther west. (Ibid; and W.D., A. &
S.H. of C., 9 Aug 44). By 1800 hours the village was
consolidated (ibid). Now that the battle had begun to move
forward, H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div followed up from Ifs into dug-
outs previously tenanted by H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div south of
Verriseres, in order to keep in close touch with the advance
(W-Do’ G-S-, H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 9 Aug 44)-

91, By this time 4 Cdn Armd Bde's effort to reach
Point 195 was being bitterly contested. The composite force
of 21 Cdn Armd Regt (G.G.F.G.) and Alg R., which had begun
i1ts advance at 1430 hours, ran into terrific opposition as
it tried to pass between Bretteville-le-Rabet and Langannerie.
After much confused fighting, one squadron brokeaway to the
south of Langannerie only to come under the fire of the
enemy's deadly 88s cleverly concealed in Quesnay Woods.
Fourteen smouldering hulls were left when 21 Cdn Armd Regt
withdrew to the sheltering edges of Grainville-Langannerie,
whence they engaged enemy infantry positions until the final
withdrswel into the town itself at last light. (W.D., 21
Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Aug 44)

PROGRESS OF OPERATIONS IN OTHER SECTORS (9 Aug)

92, While 4 Cdn Armd Div was thus engaged in a
prolonged struggle for its objectives, 2 Cdn Inf Div on the
right was busy finishing off the enemy in what was already
becoming a backwater in the flood of battle. The two
battalions of 5 Cdn Inf Bde had spent a comparatively quiet
night on the high ground on the outskirts of Bretteville-.
sur-