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N 0 TE S 

l· H~wto locate complete references: 

The first ~uotation from any given 
source is fully referenced. Subsequent 
references to the same source are 
abbreviated. To locate the full 
reference for an abbreviated one turn 
to the 11List of German Sources 11 on 
page XVIII. The first paragraph number 
~pposite the title in question in
dicates the paragraph with the full 
reference. 

2. Use of single dash: 

A single dash preceding a sentence or 
a part of a sentence indicates that 
the next reference does NOT cover the 
text which preceded the single dash. 

3. Use of term i;sitwestn: 

In the present Report the term 11Sitwesta 
~tands for "Daily" or for "Intra-day"· 
Situation Heports of the German C. -in-C. 
West. 

The "Daily Situation Report 11 (Ta~esmeldung) 
was usually issued in the early ours 
of the following day and dated accordingly. 
Throughout the present Report, however, 
the date given for a Sitwest is the day 
FOR WHICH, not on which it was issued. 
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R E S . T .. R. I . C . T E · D 

REP 0 R T NO. 77 

HISTORICP,L SECTION {G4S.) 

ARMY HEADQ,U..tRT"ERS 

THE CAMPAIGN IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE 
!NFOIDETION FROM GEruJ.U'iN SOURCES 

31 Mar .58 

Part TV: Higher Direction of O]_erations 
from Falaise Debacle to Ardennes 
Offensive (20 Aug - 16 Dec 44) 

l. The present report deals in the main with 
information from contemporary German military sources on 
the successive measures taken by tbe highest German 
command authorities in autumn 1944 to stave off the 
conse quences of the disaster they had suffered in 
Normandy. On the whole, tactical information has been 
introduced only where it influenced the decisions of 
the High Command, but due to the absence of a separate 
vehicle for the period 8 Nov - 16 Dec7 the paragraphs 
dealing with that period carry also tactical and 
administrative information of a lower order. The 
report is a direct continuation of: 

Historical Section 

Battle of Normandy, 

and a companion report to: 

2. Earlier Histori'Cal Section (G•S.) Reports 
on German operations in North~West Europe in 1944 were 
the following·: 

No, 40 The Campaign in North~West Europe, 
Part I; German Defence Preparations 
in the West; and 

No, 41 The Germ.an Defences in the
Oourseulles-st. Aubin Area. 



- 2 -

SOUHCES OF I N.FOill.L.'r ION 

3. As in :i;,ir evious reports, the su:1] orting 
evidence consists almost wholly of original contemporary 
German military doc uments which it was possible, thanks to 
the unfailing courtesy and co-operation of all concerned, 
to take on loan, have re:1roduced by , or ins ·) ect on the 
premises of one or another of the following United States 
agencies: 

United States De nartment of the c.'.Imy, '11he 
.'\.djutant General's Off ice, Ca -.--itured Records 
Section (formerly styled Ger.man Military 
Documents Section), _l\lexandria, Va . ; 

United States Department of t he !i..rmy, Off ice 
of the Chief of Military History, Foreign 
Studies Branch, Washington, D. C.; 

United States De J1artment of the Navy, Office 
of the Director of Naval History, U.S. Naval 
Records and Historical Divis ion, .'1...rlington, Va. 

4. A certain amount of inf orma ti on has been 
taken from some of the many post war studies that have 
been pre pared by former German senior officers for the 
Office of the Chief .of Military History, Vl/ashington, D.C. 

5. In all cases where a re--?roduction of a source 
document is being permanently retained by the Historical 
Section {G.S.), the first r eferenc e to the document is 
followed by the Histor.ical Section l!Iaster Index .Jumber . 

6. ~uoted matter has been underlined in 
. accordance with the original text. Words enclosed in 
s quare brackets did not a~pear in the ori8inal t ext but 
have been added for clarification. 

SITU..:'..TIOH ON 20 .'i.UG 44 

7. ,:\.t the end of June 1944 Field J\lfa.rshal von 
Rundstedt told Hitler at Berchtesgaden that the situation 
in Normandy was beyond remedy . On 1 Jul he proposed the 
evacuation of the Caen bridgehead. On 3 Jul he was relieved 
and superseded b y Field i1arshal von Ia.us e. One month later 
von Kluge was harried into launching an ariiloured thrust 
towards Avranches. He had been denied the desired 
opportunity to explain that his armour was far too weak 
for any chance of success . The attack was quickly smothered 
at Mortain . .".1.t the same time American armour was roaming 
freely through the countryside south and southeast of 
Seventh 11.rmy and Fifth Panzer .'.\.rmy, pressure from the 
North along the Caen - Falaise ax is was growing , _\llied 
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forces in the '..lencon - Carrouges area could not be brouGht 
to a halt, encirclement was i mminent. During the night 
14/15 Aug von Kluge proposed a withdrawal to the Northeast. 
On 16 Aug he told Jodl on the t elephone that the Fiihrerts 
order to continue resistance could-· not be carried out , 
A few hours later the FUhrer countenanc ed a withdrawal from 
the pocket. On the next day Field Marshal Model a ppeared 
at the headq_uarters of )..rm.y Group B, pr esented_ a handwritte n 
letter from Hitler and r e lieved von Kluge. Tvvo days later 
the pocket was closed at Chambois. Model had assumed 
command in the dyin~; hours of two Ger.man .!-'.x.mies . The 
outlook was bleak; to save the German Dosition in France 
a forbidding task. (H.S. Re port No. 56, Invasion and Battle 
of Normandy, .2J2. cit, passim). J't list of the :1rinci2)al 
ary 1)ointments in tii"e West during the ;::ieriod under review 
a ~ryears as . .\~Ynendix ::An to the :present re ')Ort. 

8. Disastrous situations were nothin0 new to 
:Model. He had been !?laced before in cha r e;e of _.1.rmies and 
.Axmy Grou:is that had been crushed by greater force and 
drained of substance as a result of Hitler's private 
strategy. He had just lived through one of these sequences 
of crisis, disaster and makeshift stabilization further 
back . Merely tho climate was different in Franco. 

9. For in the East, by the s pring of 1944 
Russian skill in command had become dagger-shar~J , manpower 
and supplies plentiful, while on the other hand the two 
hundred odd German and Germa n-controlled divisions between 
the Gulf of Finland and the Black Sea were tired, undermanned 
and short of materiel. Yet, deployed on shorter lines 
this nevertheless still mighty forcG might have checked 
the Russian drives for many months to come. :-illd until 
late in August it would have been possible - and was deemed 
imperative by all his generals if not by Hitler himself -
to withdraw Army Group North from its exposed ~:) osition in 
the Baltic areas, where it had been comm.andGd to stand 
fast for reasons that had lost validity. J.is it was, 
ample warning signs in the central :F:ast had re;:aained unheeded 
on the highest orders, ~'ttm.y Group North had not been used 
to thicken better lines further back and 1::ierhap~ free 
suitable formations for the West, Field Marshal Busch's 
.. '\.rmy Group Centre had been smashed, and comraand over its . 
remnants addea_ to the burdens of Field Marshal Model, C. -in-C . 
. :\rrny Group Northern Ukraine , Exce pting a case of gravest 
calamity on one front only, the East now had nothing to 
s 1:iare for the 1.A.Test, just as the West had nothin; to s pare 
for the East . Taking com.mand in France , Hodel would have 
to imurovise a nd see what the homeland could provide. 
Hitler however was already thinking in t er.ms of great 
counterstrokes with new levies . 

10 , Looking at the most recent issue of the 
11Period.ica1· Schematic Order of Bat t le of the GeriiJan J.\.rmy 0 

(15 . .\ug 44), (981.045(Dl), O.B, Wes t s e ction shown in 
translated form as I.nDendix ::B :; to the present He port), 
Field Marshal Model saw himself at the head of two ~\rmy 
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Groups (Army Group Band Army Group G*), of which Army 
G:oup B controlled the Armed Forces Command Netherlands, 
Fifteenth i\.rmy, Seventh Army and Fifth Panzer Army, while 
.Army Group G controlled First Army and Nineteenth Army. 
Passing from the form of things to the substance it was 
evident that ~'\.:rmy Group B had virtually lost Seventh A.rmy, 
Fifth Panzer Army and the better pa r t of Fifteenth l\.rmy; 
while tiny First A:rmy was r etreating eastwards, and 
Nineteenth l\.rmy struggling northwards through the Rhone 
valley, desperately anxious to extricate itself from the 
clutches of the guerillas. 

11. On the ~llie d side the Gerrtan defeat in 
Normandy had given rise to the hope that it might be 
possible to wreck tho German war machine with one swift 
thrust along the northern route to the Ruhr and 3orlin . 
Had such a cour se not been a political im~Jos s ibility, and 
had it been f easibl e with Lntwerp not yet o··Jen - a matter 
on which the writer cannot ··; r es ume to offer-· an 01Jinion -
it might have hastened the downfall of the doomed but not 
yet beaten enemy . One gr eat O]~ortunity ha d already faded 
away, for had 0eneral Patton been allowed to push-on f r om 
P..r gentan to Fal aise, or - l ater on - the forces that 
escape d from the lJOc lrnt envelo · e d by a swee9 to the coast 
on the south or north shore of the Seine below ?aris, 
with one S')ea rhead cutting off the slow moving infantry 
remnants of Fif t eenth .. :.'J:my f urther up the coast, and the 
right wing of the invading force cutting off tottering 
.Army Group G, the cam:Jaign in France would have been over 
in September, the country open to be t aken at will, the 
creation of a new Germa n front in the Vvest irrnossible due 
to lack of c orw.11and staffs, cadres and troo::..Js. ~~* 

* 'Probably because it was compos ed of t wo ::..rmies, 
_\.rmy Group G in Allied literature is usually r eferred to 
as an Army Group. Actually, until 11 Sep 44 , it was that 
neither in name nor in size . Its off i cial designation was 
Armeegruppe G. (The German word for _'\.rmy Group is 
Heerosgruppe) . In the scale of Ger ma n format ions .\.rmeegruppe 
stands for an undersized .!':..rm.y, smaller than an ,~:..rm.y but 
larger than an _\.rmeeabt e ilung , which is an oversized Corps. 
It would not have be en exnedient to call this nodest force 
an .A.rmy Group , thereby conferring on its command staffs 
powers, pr csti e:,e ana .. rat es of .7! aY a :;:ipro:1riate in the case 
of the huge forces designa ted as _'l_rmy Groups in other 
theatres of o~erations. 

** Like many other authors of German post war narratives, 
Zimmermann made t h is point very strongly and said: 11Vfuy 
the enemy neglect ed this opportunity I do not know :: . 
(O .c .M.H., F.S .B ., MS B-308, Zi nunerm.ann, O.B. West from. 
Atlantic Wall to Siegfried Line , 11A Study in Co1i'.li1land i: , 

English text, paras 221 - 225) (981SOM(D94 )) 
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THE D..i Y.S OF THE C-1~3~'-'-T VOID 

12. In the afternoon of 20 ~·~w; Model received 
the Ftihrer's Directive: 

to hold the bridgehead west of :?aris; 

to prevent an enemy breakthrough between 
Seine and Loire towards Dijon; 

to reform the badly battered !'..rmies behind 
tho TouQues sector, armour at the south 
f lan_'\r; 

and, if the area forward of the Seine 
could not be held, to fall back and defend 
the line: Seine - Yonne - Canal de 
Bourgogne - Dijon - Dol - Sv1iss border. 
( ~aris bridgehead to be held) . 

(For full translation see Historical 
Section (GS) Report No . .50, £12. cit, 
~\ppx iiJl,ipr ) 

13. The way things were going this order had 
to be read: 11Do the best you can11 • For even experienced 
and down-to-earth Model must have found it difficult 
to estimate what could be done . Of three vital factors 
only one was a known q_uantity, namely the fact that there 
was no strategical reserve . The contemporary German Order 
of Battle (para 10 above) shows the P.:rmy High Comm.and 
(conducting operations in the East) without the slightest 
vestige of a reserve - even the ~·.:rmy Grou·)s had nothing 
worth mentioning - , while the· .. \.rmed Forces Hit,h Command 
(conducting operations in the West\ .,sP,owed no reserve beyond 
the prospective Fist Parachute ..'.\rmy. Unknown was how much 
there could be salvaged from the debacle in France, and 
how much the homeland might provide in fresh troops and 
arms. Some informa tion on the latter ) Oint was now coming 
to hand. 

14. l!ot counting the nest egg of paratroo:;>s 
in training in the Netherlands (First Parachute _\.rmy had 
been mentioned in the War Diary of O.B. West as eerly as 
28 Mar 44 (c.~.s. - 8.5430, W.D. O.B. West, March 1944, 
28 Mar) ( 981CW(D82)), Model could expect the following 
reinforcements: 
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2 seasoned combat divisions almost i mmediately,* 

3 green infantry divisions shortly,~:'* 

2 shadow divisions late -in Se ptember, ~:: 'te: * 

2 independent ~anzer brigades almost 
immediately, ·-':: ':<* 

9 fortress battalions {category personnel) 
soon, and 

17 assor t ed ro :9l acement battalions shor tly . 

(C.R.S ... 751L~5/6, A Gp B, Ftihrer Orders 
and Hise Docs Jun-Sep L'r4 , 0 .B. West Ops 
l'To. 6894/44 , of 21 :.ug tA , ~uoting 
OI&/WFSt/Ops {H) West No. 001044/ 44, of 
21 Aug 44 ) (981AGpB(D2)) 

They were 3 and 15 l"'z Gren Di vs. On 25 }. .. ug 3 l'.Jz Gren 
Div was being concentrated at Verona f or transfer to the 
western theatre . (H .s. He port No. 27, The Italian Campaign 
{11 .Aug - 31 Oct 4 t~ ), Inf orms.tion from Gerrilan Sources, :=>ara 
40 f)~ while l.5 ::?z C-ren Di v was coinn1encinG its move to 
France via the Brenner Pass (ibid, Dara 3.5). On the Geri.nan 
.Army High Comm.and Sitmap WestfOr 2·· :Sep 4tr the two divisions 
were shown on the east bank- of the Moselle river in the 
general area east of Pont-a-Mousson (less one regL'D.ent of 
15 Pz Gren Div, which was shown WN!tV Longwy ) { OKH Si tmap 
West, 2 Sep 44) (981HC(Dl24)). 

** They were 36, 5.53 and 563 Gr en Divs. Beginning on 
1 Sep, 36 Gren Div would move forward from the strategically 
situated troop tra ining grounds at Baumh.older, about 30 
miles ESE Trier, where sincG 21 Jul it had been in the 
process of reorganization as a triangular division. The 
cadres were largely composed of men who had ac (_uired eastern 
experience under distinguished co.rru:,.1and 1 but little had 
actually come back from the original 36 Inf Div, which had 
been decimated during operation ncitadelle n in Summer 1943 
and badly mauled a gain in the Beresina trap in June 1944. 
Now it was rounding into form once more. \c.n.s. - Hl/5.54, 
ORR, Army General Staff, Org Soc, 1-iiisc Orders 1943 - 194.5) 
{981HC(D204) folios 2.00 and 201 of re production); {U.s . . ~u-my, 
Mil Int Div, w·ashington, 194.5, Order of Battle of the Ger.man 
!l.rmy, pp . 151-1.52) 

.5.53 and .563 Gren Divs were also to move up as of 
1 Sen (O .B. West, Ops No. 6894/ 44, cited para 14 above). 
In the event however it was .559 and not 5b3 Gren Div which 
ai;ipeared in the West. Both, .5.53 and .559 Gren Divs were 
part of the 15 11 Blocking Divisions!' (Sperrdivisionen) which, 
under the headin[; of 11 29th Wave", were being readied for 
emryloyment in the East as of 1 Sep on orders which had been 
issued on 10 Jul 44. (c .n.s. - H17.5.54, Army General Staff, 
Org Sec, ~cit) (Photostat 981HC(D204 ) folio 202 of 
reproduction} 

(footnotes continued on next page) 
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15 · -~J.l t his added up to a substantial num.be r of 
~en but not to an integrated force capable of .ma.Icing an 
impact or creatins a new front. Unless urovided with 
seasoned cadres and skilled cow..a.and staffs these troo ·1s 
would perish in vain. No doubt it would be possible to 
drum u~ some further stop-ga p units, but nothins really 
substantial would materialize before the beginnin.; of 
November . On 19 -''-ug Jodl had not ed in his diarv that the 
Ftihrer wanted 2.5 new Volksgrenadierdivisions to~ becozne 
available in November and December, for that would be the 
time to become offensive a c;;ain. (C .R .S. - OKW/1760, Jodl, 
Diary Note~, p. 3 6) ( 981HC {D.50) ) • : i.nd on 23 _._,_ug Guderian had 
issued the formal order for the format ion of those 25 
divisions as the 32nd Wave (C . .iL S. - Hl/551;., O:KH, krmy 
General Staff, Org Sec, 22. cit, The Chief of the General 
Staff of the .::.rmy, Org Sec No. 1/18901/ ..;.t,. , of 23 Aug 44 ) 
(981HC(D204 ) folios 167 - 169 of reproduction). But in the 

(footnotes continued from pa c e 6) 

**::;< 
Shadow divisions were bodies of troo'JS organized_ lilrn 

divisions but without supply troops and used to reform badl~r 
shattered forma tions. In the more recent -.)as t orders for 
the creation of shadow divisions had been issued: 

on 4 Jul for four divisions (28th wave) (Ibid, fol 203) 
and on 3 Aug for five divisions (31st wc:,ve ) (Ibicf, fol 18 0 ) 

NOTE: To complete the -"1 icture of t he conte:n:porary waves: 
30th wave consisted of six assorted infantry 
divisions to be ref-0rmed in various countries 
(Ibid, f ol 161) . After the s umm.ert s debacles in 
France anc, Russia t h e adminis tre. tive part of the 
German war ma chine was also be g inning to labour 
under the strain , Orsanization orders beca.me 
more frequent, but for smaller grou) s, and the 
fact t hat an order to ors anize alone certain 
lines had been 3 iven meant no lon5er that the 
troo--)S would reach the field in the fo:rm orig inally 
laid--down. More and more t he organizational 
picture was being obscured by a succession of 
chances and anendm.ents dictated b.1 nocossity. 

****Orders for the orga nization of t e n inde ~1endent panzer 
brigades had been issued on 11 Jul L1-L1r . They were to be ready: 

Nos. 101 lQL~ by 15 __ \ug , 
Nos. 105 nnd 106 by 31 _\ug , 
1:Tos . 107 and 108 by 19 Sep, 
nos. 109 and 110 by 2.5 Sep . 

(Ibid, fol 183) 

Ultimately Bde s 105 - 110 we~e organized along lines 
demanded by Hitler on 6 _l\.ug 44 (Ibid, fol 186 ) (For detailed 
Schematic Order of Battle see foI"llf7). The substunce of 
these brigade s consist ed -of one ~anzer battalion with three 
companies of eleven tanks llffirk V and one corinany of 11 tanks 
Mark IV with long barrel, and one panze r grenadier battalion 
of five well eq_uipped com:;ianies. 
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meantime any hope to stem the -.lilied advance depended 
largely on the quantity and quality of what could be 
salvaged from the Armies retreating in France. 

16. With regard to materiel the following was 
either on the ·way Ol' to be despatched shortly: 

416 light field howitzers 
86 assault guns 

144 tanks IV 
20 t anks V 
10 assault tanks 

8 s ::iec ial :')anther tanks 

148 eater , ill ar tractors 
85 prirae mover trucks 

) 
) 

.502 guns 

) 182 tanks 
) 

233 ')rime mover s - . 

{Ops No . 6894/ 44 , cited ~ara 14 above) 

As it would take about 90 tanks to e quip a single ~;>anzer 

division with a bare sufficiency of tanks, the influx of 
182 tanks would merely ease the situation but not solve the 
problem. 

17 . To blazing defeat in the East and perilous 
vacuum in the West there was now being added one S) ecif ic 
matter to vex and arouse the Ftihrer. :Paris 1 the symbol 
of France, was about to be wrested from his grip . Late 
on 21 Aug Model had signalled that j?aris could not be 
def ended with the forces on hand and that he had given 
orders to reconnoiter an emergency line north a nd east 
of Paris (A Gp B, Filllrer Orders and Misc Docs, ££ cit 
A Gp B, Ops No. 6390/4Li ). Running true to form th~er 
responded with an order to hold the city · or lay it waste. 
This order (OKW/WFSt/Op(H) Ho. 772989, 23 Aug 44 ) was 
quoted fully and passed on by ..:'.i..rmy Group B without comment. 
The Gornian text of the latter docwnent a :ppears as .!' ... :-:_)pendix 
"0 11 to the present report ; the quoted part reads as follows: 

The FUhrer has ordered: 

11The defence of the Paris bridgehead is 
of decisive military and political im) ortanae. 
Its loss tear s open the entire coastal front 
north of tho Seine and de·orivos us of the basis 
for the long-range operatlons against England. 

In the course of history the fall of Paris 
has hitherto ever been followed by t he f all of 
the whole of France. 

The Filllrer therefore reiterates his order 
to def end Par i s in the blocking belt fonrard of 
the city , In this connection attention is drawn 
to the reinforcements announced for 0.3. West. 
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.:\t tho first indica tions of revolt within 
the city ste~s must be talrnn to intervene with 
the most severe measures, e . g. dyna.uiting of 
blocks of houses, 2_)Ublic execution of 
ringlea de1"s, ev e. cuation of the city 
quarters involvod, as the best means of 
preventing the further s yread of revolt. 

? re•Jarations are to be .made for 
blowing up the Seine bridges. J?ar is must 
not fall into the hands of the enemy., or, 
if so, only as a field of rubblo. 11 

(A Gp B, B'Uhrer Orders and 1,lisc Docs, op cit, 
:_ Gp B, Ops No. 63.5.5/4L~ , 23 ~·_ug 44) 

18. In the afternoon of 2.5 .. i.ug , hours after tho 
triumphal entry of ..:lilied forces into ~?aris, 0. B. 1.'!est 
relayed to .:."'- Gp B a fresh signal from J"odl: :1The Fiihrer 
stands firmly by his order of 23 .:\.ug for defence to the last ti. 
This was accom;1anicd by the usual detailed instruetions on 
how to acoomplish the task. (Ibid) 3ut obviously the 
Germans had neither the means nor the tL~e to destroy Paris. 
During the preceding days Gen Inf Dietrich von Choltitz, the 
:i.rmed lorces Comma nder of Paris, had repeatedly reported 
his forces uneoual to the situation . That he could do little 
is eertain, that he could have done more is li~cely. In 
any ease, if he took the absence of 2;iressure from the ~':J:ray 

Group as a taeit invitation to use his c1wn discretion, he 
was disabused and enlightened on 28 Aug 44 , vrhen Field 
Marshal Model lodged a formal eharge of disobedience against 
him. (C.R.S. - 751·~4/2.5, W.D. August 1944, 18 - 28 ) .. ug 44, 
passim) ( 981cw(n32}} · 

19. On 18 '-ug, one day after assumin.:_; command in 
the iN'est, Model had .:im de a number of demands and requests . 
The top item had been a de2TI.and for .L:1easures to diminish 
_'..llied control of the a~ (Ibid, 18 ). .. ug ) . .':..s the Ger.lTfln .. ':..ir 
Force had long ceased to be--a-i'actor of any conse quence, 
this was merely a J)ious wish for the record . But his 
demands for troO].)S, guns and tanks had been covered to some 
extent by the :Jroraises received on 21 :_ug {9ara lt~ above}. 
His request for the six panzer brigades in ) rocess of being 
organized had been rejected, but he had been promised two . 
{W . D. O. B. West, £1?. cit, 18 .Ju g ; s . a. para 1L1r above) 

20. One week l a ter Model dcs -oatched a conside:red 
estimate of the situation a nd the forces nee ded to meet it . 
The reuort wa s a ddressed to Jodl with the reouest to ;lace 
tho message before the FUhrcr , _:\.s Hitler's leading s;ecialist 
in the reconstruct ion of colla~?sed fronts, Iiodel vronted the 
Filhrer to read what he ha d to say, not just to hear what 
Jodl made of it. Briefly stated :1-iod-e l re 2,1ortod that the 
enemy could deliver, and mi ght intend to delive:e , one or 
several of the following thrus ts: 

a) to the Somme by adva ncing northwards between 
Rouen and ~,Tant cs, 

objective: V-1 site s and Belg ian 
industrial basin; 
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b) via ~?aris to Hheims, 

objective: the traditional invasion 
route to Germany; 

c) to Dijon, 

objective: to cut off )_ Gu G ana .. 
:."'each JJ..sace via Belfort . 

In any or all cases the .. ':..lJ.ied. .. ':.irbor ne 
_'\rmy of five or six divisions i:l1ight be used to 
open the way (river crossings). 

In the face of this the C-er.rnan forces were 
burnt out and would not receive any substantial 
strength before 1 Sep; the So.rr.J!l.e-:.~arne line was 
not ready to be defended; by 1 Se .~1 the leading 
elements of the opponent mi[;ht have advanced to 
the Som.mo, ')assed :'Jar is and reached the area of 
Dijon < 

.. :\.t the mo11ent the line of the :Seine below 
I'aris was !uanned b~1 four cor:-- s comm.ands with tho 
remnants of twelve divisions . 

Betvrnen Seine and So.m,,_11.e tho remnants of six 
11anzer di·'; is ions would form a mobile reserve 
while boins rehabilitated. 

So.J.ne forces would remain south of the Seine 
as long as this offered adventagc . 

Of }.rra.y Group G possibly three divj_sions and 
ono :_:ianzer division mi ght be saved. 

The ro.:unants of s even or eight :1anzer 
divisions v10uld be s rouycd at the southern flank 
of First _·:,.n ay to l1I'Otect tho westc1"'n flank of 
Nineteenth .. tr.my by att 0cks on the leading clements 
of the enemy. 

To hold the Seino-Yonne-Dijon line would 
require f ifteon additiona l divisions to bo 
ass0ra.blea_ in the Troyes-Dijon-I.ake Geneva area 
by 10 Sep 44 . 

_,.',.s it might not be nossible to hold the Seine
Yonne-Dijon line it mi ght be well to follow 
eastern nractice and pre ~are successive rear 
J!ositions up to and including, the West ·,va11 . 

Concurrence was reQuested. 

(c .n.s . - 75145/5, ~~ G~; B, Weekly ne.-yorts 
and Ilise Docs, 2C May - early Oct 1i 4 1 

) _ C'·p B, Ops :t·:o , 6360/ :.:;., 2~00 hrs 
24 Aug 44) ( 981.,~:.:~. B (D3) ) 
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21. Tho High Com.Fiand did concur. In ,:;?rinci::~le 
that is, for it l1 .::1 d. to ad.ai t that the forces required did 
not exist at the ::i_o.:J.ent. Model was told to c,a in ti.mo 
instead by holding the Seine·~onne-Dijon line as lonG as 
possible (°iff. D. 0. 3 . i'!est, 27 _·_ug). On the sa:.1e da~· rfode l 
was asked whether he would a gree to the r etm:n of l .undstedt 
as O. B. \Vest (Ibid). There is no evidence of any G.iroct 
connection between l::odcl' s situation rcriort and Hundstedt 's 
recall to service. lfustliko ly the matt~r had been under 
consideration for so.me days . For different reasons at 
different headquarters, the return of the old J!1a.rshal --
who wanted nothing, but would_ ever follow a call to serve 
must have seer.a.ea_ hie,hly des ira "ule to all concerned. In 
any case Model yielded witholi_t hes it at ion and signall ed. to 
Jodl that he woulct 1..ve lco.m.o J.unds tedt 1 s return (Ibid, 28 ;~uf; ) . 
To be sure, Jodl's inquiry, however ) Olite in tO!i'O-aa& 
irrefutable in content, had left hi.:i1 vlithout nn? r e ason£tble 
alternative: 

• 

r.Che tasks in the Wes t are becomi.n,; ever 
more extensive . The eners ies of the Co.!J1L!lander
in-Chief are t axe d to the utmost by the i.n~)ortant 

and decisive O)erations of _·...r.my Group B, tho 
dofence of the Netherlands, and ·che J..'ohabilitation 
and new forL1ation of the shattered divisions , 
In addition to that, ..''.!'my Gro.up 3 must bo led 
back, 2..n extensive system of rear yositions 
r econnoitred and organized, the adiainistration 
and internal sccuri ty of the re.!:llaining occu:;; ied 
areas taken care of, and close liuis on illa intained 
with the ~Tavy and . :~ir :1lo~ .. co. 

The Ftlhrer is of the O] inion that all 
these taslrn transcend the r>0wers of any one 
sin3le mcin who .has to work with tvro headc;..uarters 
staff s and yet can only bo with one . For this 
reason the Ffihrer is entertaining thoughts of 
recalling Field l1arshal von ~undstedt as O. B. 
West, thereby freeing you, Field L.larshal, for the 
crucial o:·:ierations of );r.my Grou~) B. I have 
however been directed to ascertain your point 
of view in adva nce. 

Tho o.lternative solution of a ::;:ipointine; a 
new com;.nander for .. '..rmy Grou:? B is ruled out by 
the fact that a suitable personality to co~1e 
with this difficult task in not available at 
the mo;.nent . 

(siGned) .Todl 

This m.es sac e (Chef ;1,u~St Ho. 77306'7/'•4 ) was 
received at the hoadr uarters of 0 .3 . West {..'1 C-p D) at 
0320 hrs 28 ... lug anC: reluyed to Model at :.':. G)? :3 in: O:!s Eo · 
757/44, A Gp B, 1!--mirer Orders and Misc Docs, .22, ill) · 
(On 5 Sel) Rµndstodt resum.ed his old comm.and (]?aJ.:a 31 below)•) 
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22. In the raeant ime events in the field were 
moving swiftly , and by 29 ..."_ug all but a handful of -~..:n.~r 

Group B's survivors of the fi c,hting in Normandy had been 
dislodged from the south shore of thG Seine and were :~1oving 

in the r;eneral direction of the ~vest Wall ui1c~3:;_ hot •:mrsuit . 
. :,_t .midnight 29/30 _:..u; , _fodel dos ryatcho d a SL1-:.:' ::)leLe r1t a r r 
Situation Re i1ort '1for sub.mission in the to::;;:t t o the }Plihrer'1 • 

{);. Gp B, Weekly Re ,)Qrts and Misc Orders, o-J cit ., }_ Gp B., 
Ops No. 6704/ 44, of 2400 hrs 2 9 :~ug 44 ) (German Test-: 
981AGpB (D3)) (Translation: 981 . 013 (D-1- 6) ) . ) .. c cordinf, to 
this report the situation of . .' .. Gp B was now e:t s follows: 

(Narrator's Condonsation) 

Allied Forces 

The 3ritish .:\.r my Grou:p was surg ing no:r· thwar ds 
from the Seine with the main wei ::)lt on its eas t ern 
wing to exploit a , ossible brcakthroubh by 
forcing the Ger ,::ian troo~:-is to the coas t and tc:ir i .ng 
the V-1 sites . 

The _·-._::nericun .. :'.rmy Group, with the t welve 
divisions in t he area north of : ... a ris-Soissons
Chalonn :.l;.ld Yitr y le Francois would ruove f orwa rC'. 
in northeasterly direction, while the re~:n.aining 

ten to t welve divisions might f ollow to':vards 
Rheims or .i',10-ve eastwards via Troyes , 

German Forces 

.~ t the .:J.ome nt each uanzer division ha d 
about five to ten t a nks ln workin~ or der . The 
infantry div isions had only single .:.;uns, the 
vanzer divisions only single batteries. 

L:IorGle wa s still str ongl y affecte d by t ho 
enemy 's s u: .. ~eriori ty in mat erie l . 

The low de gr ee of mobility in the f ace of 
a highly _-o.echaniz cd o~nonent, and the lack of 
tactica l rese r ves i;,\rith ass a ult guns and heavy 
anti-tank guns had resulted in a state of complete 
tactica l inferiority re ~uiring quick rc~edial 
a ction . 

The troops coming from Hormana_y had few 
heavy woa:•)Ons and .generally nothing but thEJ ir 
rifles. 

_:~tor s ending f ivo exhausted infantry 
divisions to the ho:i1el a nd, the :re.:i1n.C:;1nts of eleven 
i nfantry divisions might yield enout:;h ])ers onne l 
to forrn four for .. 1.ations for which e c_:_ui]).!11ent would 
hav e to be found, however. 
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The remnants of the six SS and five array 
panzer divisions could be f or:aed into eleven 
reinforced ro glliental &:rOU~JS as soon as re
inforco.m.ents and new e q_ui:).:::1ent ha d been received . 

Operations 

23 . 
Sitrep11 , 

official 
Sitre;?'i , 
0730 hrs 

The concentra tion of all available forc es 
in the Chalons-Rheims-Soissons area had been 
imperative in order to interce:?t the mortally 
dangerous -·~erican strategical th:i."'ust towards 
the rear of Fifteenth, Seventh, and Fifth 
Panzer _:'J-mios. 

I n the way of ex:oedients ono could: 

on t he :right flank - withdraw to the Somme , 

on the left flank - r:iove un 5.59 Inf Div and 
106 ::'z ·- Bde (both 
originally earillarked for 
the right wing of First 
_:~ :r ;:n:g ) • 

? rior to the arrival of 347 and 553 Inf Divs 
the mobile forces i n the Soissons-Pillei:cE-Chalons 
area could not be withdrawn without creati~G a 
dangE::rous ga:'!· _r~ny improvement in the situation 
would de Dend on the arrival of more guns and 
tanks. 

VVhilo Model was pre r:-aring this il SuD:ylo.me ntary 
Hitler issued new instructions . Accordin.f; to an 
note on the war diary copy of the ·11 su)ple.::i1cntary 
th is Ftlhre r Order r eache d Jl GI? B belatedly at 
30 _,_ug : 

The .. ',;,1erican ..:'.rmy Grou~9 vs shar1J turn 
towards the Northeast for attacks across the 
1'/farne and _·'i.isne threatens to unhin::::;o the entire 
:remaining coast def ence in the ~'fest.. Due to the 
insufficient strenc;th of -Che available forces 
this danger cannot be net by attempts to dGf €)nd 
positions frontally . The only r ossible course of 
action lies in mobile o~)erutions against the 
right flank of the J\.i.:1erlcans, thereby nenacing the 
roar of their forces advancing towards B0lgiura. 

Hence I order: 

1. ..:'.ll ava ilable mobile formations 
(3 and 1.5 Pz Gren Divs, 105 and 106 ? z 
Bdes) are to be concent:L'ated by -~ C-p G 
i n the area Chau..~ont-Chatillon s/S -
Langres . Debouching from the area between 
:r ·f.arne and Seine they are to attack the 
detn.) flank of the .. "Jnerican _:_rmy Group , 
553- Gren Div and one infantry division 
from Nineteenth ~·,.r.zny are to join or follow 
the as~ault grou: . 
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2. Battleworthy units of 6tr Cor:Js are 
to proceed in f orcod marches to the 
general area of and south of Troyes in 
order to cover th0 lcf t flank of the 
mobile assault group , t here by creating 
a threat to the roar of tho .. ·....r.lerican 
.::..rmy Group and at tho least tyi.ng down 
some American forces. 

C.i.G]B, Fiihrer Order s and His c Docs, 
.QJ2. £!i, OKl/f / ;,rsst, 0:.1s l~o. 773095, of 
29 ..:iug tM , quoted verbatili1 in 0.3. 
West, OJ!S r:.:o. 772, of sa:··~e date) 

2L",. _'l,..t this t ilao, however, the .\llied ar~-a.ies were 
advancing so rapidly that a thrust with relatively s .:1all 
forces from the area between Seine and Marne would have 
been pointless. It is well possible that HitleT's order was 
delayed in tr&nsit, but since nobody soo.:.is to have been 
greatly exercised, no heads were demanded, and a p:narently 
no investigation launched, the · •dolnyt may have been a 
quiet means of killing an order that hod been rendered 
useless by the flow of events . - In any case , late on 30 
_'\.ug Model rei)ort ed that in viGw of the chanGed situation he 
would launch the atta ck in 0uestion from. the area between 
_\isne and 11.a.rne instead (Schramm*, Der Westen, -:J. 123) 
( 981SOM(Dl02)) . Dutyfully tho attack wu.s l auncf1ed in the 
morning of 31 _\.u c.; by hea dquarters l,. 7 :~) z Cor·)s Yiith 3 and 1.5 
Pz Gren Divs, but the plan colla:?sed when thG C-er.::o.an forces 
oollided with .American troo_ps traversint; the . .':.rgonnes, 
establishing bridr;,oheads across tho L'iaas and entering 
Verdun . .."...t the Gnd of the day 47 2 z Cor·'.! s fac 3d the task 
of trying to regain the lost bridgeheads and establish an 
emergency line Verdun - Cor!lI'.lGrcy . (:Schramm, Der Westen, 
.2E.. cit, p , 124**) - ·----

2.5 . In northern France in the .::.ioantime _":..llied 
forces were spreadine:, like in,.'{ on a blotter. On 31 _';.ug 
Second British _·..r.my took :.miens, thus ])Utting an end to 
any German hopes for delaying action a t the Soru. ... 1e . _':..t the 
same time .. \merican forces :?ressing forward from the Laon
Rethel area were far ·.)ast the Soissons-Chs. lons line '.'There, 
in defence DOSitions that did not yet exist, Hitler ~ad 
wanted to buy ti:11e with the blood of formations that d.id no 
longer exist. _'...s Lugust turnec. into Se:;;>tember it was clear 
that the _UlieS .rui ght not be brought to a hc:tlt much forward 
of the Westwall. Tn addition to me1·o ly s o. vine; the troops 
it was now becoming ever more im'Jortant to direct them to 
the sectors where they would be needed most to form a new 
line of defence to delay the enemy whereve r he would strike. 
For where the .. '..llios would deliver the ~nain blow could not 
be told. Indeed, which staff officer would have boen bold 

Schramm., ~ercy, War Diarist O~''.V/VrFet. For details sec: 
Historical Section (GS ) Re port f,.o, 69, .Q.12. cit~, 0ara .59f. 

**Hereafter cited: Der Vfosten 
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enough to predict that three months aft er carrying out 
history's most brilliant combined operation, an enemy ad.mired 
for logistic skill would lack the means of delivering available 
fuel to exploit vital opportunity? Or dared foretell the 
strategic policy of a coalition subject to the usual strains 
arising from personal ambitions and from national pride and 
prejudice? 

2,. With the .Allied High Command presumed free 
to pursue any desired course of action, to G~rnan eyes 
possibly the most alarming as :·;ect of the situation on 1 Sep 
was the 75 mile gap between Luneville and Belfort, where a 
whole armoured Ar:roy might roll into Germ.any and turn the 
Westwall without meeting more than a oor~oral's guard. 
Pointing to the enemy's mobility and wealth of armour, as well 
as to the fact that the battle groups of A Gp G could not 
reach the area in Question before 9 Se~ , Model asked onoe more 
for three infantry divisions for the gap, plus some panzer 
brigades (C.R.S. - 75144/26, W.D. O.B. West (A Gp D), September 
1944, 1 Sep) (981CW(D59)). However, while the requested 
infantry divisions could not be produced, the threat diminished 
as Nineteenth Army rushed 11 Pz Div ahead of all others and 
formed a bridgehead at Dijon . Schramm noted: 

•.. In the midst of all the many 
unfavourable developments, events in this 
area took a better turn than one could have 
expected· for a long time. The hope now 
existed - and was justified by events -
that Nineteenth Army [less some elts] and 
at least the combat formations of 64 Corps 
might be incorporated into the Western front. 
All in all about one half million members of 
the f-i.rmed Forces were thus kept from falling 
into the hands of the enemy ••• {Der Westen, p. 128) 

2?. Developments at the southern end of the 
prospective new front were now offering some comfort, but it 
was high time to see what could be done to save the situation 
in the North. Reporting enemy forces with perhaps 1500 tanks 
moving towards Lille, and a similar foroe towards Luxemburg1 
Model asked for a new operational directive (W.D. O.B. :West 
ob cit, 2 Sep). OKW received Model's report at 2045 hrs ·2 Sep 
( er Westen, p. 128); Model received a new directive at 
0300 hrs 3 Sep (W.D. O.B. West, 3 Sep). It is likely that 
the Ftlhrer Directive was almost ready for release when Model's 
report .. was received. A translation of the Directive (WFSt/Ops 
No. 773189/44, 3 Sep 44, signed Adolf Hitler) ap9ears in: 
"Ftfhrer Directives and other top level Directives of the German 
.Armed Forces - 1939/45 71 (981HC(Dl7), Part II, p. 1?2; for 
German text see: A Gu B, Ftlhrer Orders and Misc Docs, QP cit). 
The salient point was a change from the idea of def ending 
successive intermediate lines to that of falling back in 
obstinate delaying actions designed to gain time. But no 
further troops were to be lost by encirclement. Apart from 
this A Gp G was to assemble a group of raobile forces forward 
of the Vosges for an attack on the deep flank of the enemy. 
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28. In accordance with tho dev e lop.;nonts in tho 
situation ond the i ns tructions re c eived from Hitler, in 
tho morning of 4 Se ) Field !~rsha l l~del s ave orders f or:* 

a) the .·-rmed Forces Coanander in the Fa therlands 
to leave onl v s e curit v screens on tho coast 
(fortresses ~xco )ted): and to --)re ·")a:i.. ... e a flanl:: 
position alon~ t~e scnural lin~ o± tho ~lbert
Canal; 

b) Fifteenth .. '..rmy to withdraw 8.S ~'.uicLly as 
:ciossible to the line Hoist-C-hent-3russels
Naj:uui,; 

c) Fifth :::.>anzer .:\rmy to form a d3fonsive fro .r..t 
from its right ..:'..rm.y boundary to t ho l..iaas; 

d) First .. ·:.rmy to delay the advance of tho e nemy 
in a line Maass-Dicdenhofon-L!osol ns far 
as l'Jancy. 

(w. n. O.B. West, 4 Sep ) 

29. By l l:- 00 hrs, however, the situation had taken 
an ominous turn. British forces had entered .'~ntwerp and 
the still uniJnpairod formations of Fifteenth _.--..rmy seo~10d 

lost. Model's cry of anguish reacheQ Rastenbm. ... e in the form 
of a situation re _:1ort tr~:wsmi tted under t he top :.-1riori ty 
11 Blitz". )i_ccordin5 to Model tho British .'.:..rmy Group was 
delivering a main thrust to the mouth of the Scheldt in order 
to c apture the V-1 bases and envolO}! Fifteenth .:·..rmy, 
Moreover, a force of si= to eight divisions of the Twelfth 
_\m.erican _\.!'ray Group had joined the advance and c ouid be 
further reinforced . _·_t least 2500 tanl~s were availablG for 
this thrust , - Tho 'I1hird _\.:ner ican .:'..rmy was ) Oised f or a thrust 
towards the line J ..... uxorn.bourE;, - ifotz . - The condition of the 
German f orcos was ba d; Fiftaenth _'i ... my had a combat value of 
about four infantry d ivisions, Fifth ::)anzer .~..r.u1y of about 
three quart ers of one -·)anzer div is ion ) lus less than two 
infantry di v isions, First ~·'..rmy was so.:newha t better off because 
it had not bean under -")res sure for a bout a week. rrhe course 
of events in tho area of Fifteenth . ."..rJiy could not be m:.·edicted , 
some eleme nts might be able to fight their ·vvay out of the 
encirclement. It Itli;ht be :'.) ossible to hold the line .::.J.bert 
Canal-Maas-West Wall, but to do th i s would require 25 fresh 
divisions and an adeouate ar~oured re s Grve of five or si~ 
9anzer divisions. Unless ten infantry and five r>anzer 
divisions would be available by 15 Sop, the door to ifurth
Western Europe v;ould sta nd 09on . - The forces earmarked 

*For full German te::t of O:L"'dor see: (C.R.s. - 631 81/5, 
L:ppendices to Viar Diary Fifth l)anzer .:xmy 9 _',_ug - 9 So) 44 , 
Appx 80, : .. Gp B, Ops No. 6921/44 , !~Sep ,_;.4) (981PA.5(D5)) 
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for the thrust from the Vos ges might possibl y be stren.:_,thened 
by moving-in throe panzer divisions from the East*. This 
appreciation was a.os ;;iat ched over Model's nan1e; the copy on 
hand was countersigned in the full handwritten signature of 
Speidel. ( ... ~ Gp B, Vifeekly Reports and Misc Docs, 22. cit, 
\Gp B, Ops No. b944, 4 Se p 44). (For translat ion see: 

War Office, London, Ger.man Docs Western Front, Jun - Oct 
44) ( 981 . 013 (Dl.5) ) . 

30 . Still under tho dat eline of 4 Se D 44 , and 
following advance transmittal by tcleDhone, a telety~e 
rnessa[ e sie: ned: "Warlimont, by order:: , directed 0 . 3. West 
to take, amongst others , the following steps: 

to bring the garris ons of Boulocne and Dunkirk 
and the Defended ::..rea Calais up to stronf;th by 
moving in entire units and ade \1uate sup:olies; 

to Dlace First Parachute _':..rmy under ~":r-my Grau_ 3 
and charge it with the defence of the _"J.bert 
Canal from .Antwerp to Maastricht; ** 

to bring 3, .5 and 6 Para Divs, as well as 
88 Corps (with 719 and 347 Inf Divs) under 
First :!?arachute .:\rm.y; 

to s;t;rengthen that .:.'.:rmy by moving-in ten 
battalions and 40 anti-aircraft batteries 
from forces that had been earr:'.l.a rked and reserved 
for certa in internal contingencies. *** 

(For full translation of this message 
see: Ffl.hrer Directives, Vol II, op cit 
OI'J!v/Vl}F3t No. 773222/44 , of 4 Sept.4°f**** 

Model, who had only recently arrived from the East, 
knew very well that this was an almost preposterous 
suggestion . However, on the other hand it would be 
difficult to reject the thought that a sudden _\llied thrust 
towards the Ruhr might have induced Hitler to borrow the 
bulk of 3 Pz Corps from ! iXmy Group Northern Ukraine, buying 
time in the West at the :;;>rice of added risk and loss of 
space in the East. 

** Additional material for any g iven day is in most 
cases available in the com] anion re ~ort No. b9, .££cit. 

*>}'.* 
For a discussion of the possible ~ournoscs of this 

force see: Chester Wilmot, The Struggle for Europe, Collins, 
London, PP• 36b-367. 

***"" · The war diary of O.B. West seems to indicate that the 
text of the message was received at or shortly before 
0930 hrs .5 Sep 44 . (W.D. O.B . Host, .5 Sep IJ.4)· 
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.5 Sep 

31. In tho South the leading el e~ents of 64 
Corps had reached tho area cast of Dijon. ..'... Gp G therewith 
had succeeded in movinb its forces to tho area between the 
left wing of .:."- Gp B and the Swiss border (V'l .D. 0. B. 1Nest, 
5 Sep). On 31 .'.:..ug General Westphal, formerly in Italy as 
Kesselring's c. of s., and henceforth Rundstedt's c. of s. 
in the ~\Test, had presented hi.!!l.Self at the FUhrer ts 
headquarters for briefing . Rundstedt a :19eared on the 
following day (Der Westen, p 126). ..:tt 1800 hrs .5 So1? he 
reached the c Ol!l.illand ~)ost 0. 3 1\fest at _'..renberg near Coblenz 
and resu.eied his olrl cor&11B.nd as Q, B. West and c.-in-C. 
A. Gp D.~vl .D .. · O.B. West, .5 So:p) . 

6 Sop 

32. Had tho .1llies laid the lo:;istic foundation 
for a ·9owerful s int::le thrust to exploit suocess in l;!·orr:J.andy , 
and had they at the be e:; inning of September decided to 
deliver sueh a thrust from the _\l~)ort Canal towards 
•s•Hertogenbosch and :~Jij.:noe,en, their s pearheads would have 
met with little opposition . At the left shoulder of the 
break-in the unda.wia god German coastal div is ions .r:1ight have 
made a strong biec to cut the _':..llied corridor between 
~\.ntwerp and f.'Bastri cht, on the r- i c,ht .. "-1.lied shoulder (at and 
south of Maastricht), the b e.tte rcc" remnants of Seventh ~:..r.ray 
might have managed. to stand fa.st. rTevertheless , deliver0d 
smartly and in st:ee nc;th, the .'4llied thrust could have sliced 
far into Germany. :Sut whilG l a bour i ng , the G-cr.man war · 
machine was still a live, a nd bitter necessity had :1roduced 
masters of improvisation. Hitl er in any case ·was j)ruarily 
thinking of a future ba ttle in Novamber. Schra~:m noted: 

6 Sep 
.•• The Fllhre r a 6rees with thG osti;aate 

of Chief WFSt that a decisive offensive from 
the -;rest is not J?Ossiblo before 1 r ov, and 
the.t tho n ost i .rrp1ortc:. nt thing now is to 
withdraw the greatest possible number of 
formations in order to make them fit for 
commitment at that t i .Io.e . 

(Der Weston, p . 132) 

33. In o::ca.minin; the Germ.an reaction to the sudden 
loss of .. \.ntwerp it ls seen that on 4 SGp the ... 'Jltwerp
Maastricht sector wa s still devoid of Ger.JJan military 
substance . Roaliz in:; the :1rof oundly dan,-::;erous as}?ects of the 
situation, the Ger;,:;ans were quick in es"'oo.blishint:, a sGcurity 
cordon, whilst exyress trains from all parts of Germany were 
s _~)eeding paratroops from training grounds to battle field. 
By 6 Sep the ..:'_ntwerp (excl) -- Hasselt sector was being held 
by 88 Corps headq_ua rtcrs with the fallowing troo~Js: 
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719 I nf Di v (fresh from t he Dutch co2st . vH th 
some bns 3L:. 7 Inf Di v u/c ) ; 

8.5 I nf Div (I.t Ge n Ch ill, vrl. th nec.li:; i ble r:nnts 
of· div up f roi:u ~Tor.:01a. ndy , :plus n isc 
loca l s cra tch units of 1 L 1ited 
comba t va lue)J 

.5 .5 9 _:..-Tk Bn and 18 Flak Bd.o , 

(C.R. S. - 632 89/l, W. D. 88 Cor\ s, 
1 J ul - 31 De c 44 , 4 - 6 Se~ 44) 

By 7 Sep t he void between Ha ssett a nd :r:.:::aastricht hc.d been 
thinly :po~ulat ed by I ilf Div °!:To , 176 (1N. D. 0 . 3 . West, 7 Se p) . 
This was a Tra ining a nd Repl a co2 er.t Div ision (l ater upgrade d 
to operational division) (U .s. _J>.m.y, Order of Battle of the 
German _\rm.y, Washington, 194 .5, op cit, p . 19 3) • __ ._t the t i.!t10 

in question it fielded si:c battafions• (OI<:H, Sitm.ap ·west, 
9 Sep) (981HC(Dl25)) 

34 . The strate [; ico.l signif ica nce of the _·illtwcrp -
Mnastricht s ector ca lls for a more d et a i l ed r eview of the 
circumstances. For the Ge r.ma ns t he crucial question was 
how to strengthen a thin s e cu:::- ity scre en a nd lend so.~a.e 

depth to the defence . The only pr a ctica l answer w,_·. s the 
premature a nd !? iec e:-~oal commitment of t he budding :::n rs t 
Parachute J .. r my. In tho a bsence of Qj; i g ina l evide nc e , 
Student's recollections are drawn upon below. On 9 So) he 
had been cha r ged with the formation and def ence of a n 
~'J.bert Canal line (H. :S . Re ;)ort lfo . 69 , ~:;iara 55). r-:e ·writ es: 

At t his ti.Jle I was assis no O. t he followi ng units: 

[H.Q.. ] 88 Cor:·)S 

719 Inf Div 

176 Trg & ~e]l Div 

all occupation and trs inins units of 
t he _'..rmy a nd. t he Air Force i n northern 
3elc ium. and Holland ; 

a p}_)roxir.a.at oly 20 heavy , meG.iura. a nd light 
Fl a k batt eries of th e Luftflot te •i].eich 11 • 

In addition I took wit h mo all t .J:.o :')arach ut o 
units I h a d newly for.med or reorgan ized . They -~·1.rer e: 

(a) 6 L) 
~ ara Pegt, [2 :;?ara Div J 

( b) 1 :9n 2 Para Re gt, [2 Par a Div] 

( c) five nowl y f orn e d para chute reg :L.:1.onts, 

(d) one newly for.med para chute anti-tank ba ttal i on, 

(c) about 5000 pa rachute s u;.:)::il y troops. 
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..• S~he :9ara units had no artillGry whatever • 

. . . 6 :?a.ra Regt had suff er e 6. heav v losse s 
in Norma ndJ1 but since then had been brouc;ht up 
to full st:rength c:. na. e quipment, The sa.J1e €'(-:i :;liod 
to 1 Bn 2 :·:ara Re s t , This battalion was also 
a seasoned, battle tested unit , On the other 
hand the newly create d _1')ara units were not yet 
ready for cor.1bat , They ha d been :11rovide d only 
with the .·wst essential trainin:: weanons. .''.-1.l 
these ?ara units were distribut~d wi~ely over 
north, c Gntral a nd southwestern ~er1a.ny from 
Mecklenburg to .:usa ce. On 7 Sep they were 
immediotoly alerted. at their r e s ) ective sta tions 
and move d bv r ail to the ~lbert Canal on e~oress 
trains . rt' was only U.)on r ea ching railheads that 
they received thoir we apons and e c_ui:')f.1.ont, and 
from t here they ruovea. dircctl~r to the battlef iold. 
Three of the now re g i m.ents were assembled to 
for .ill 7 :?ara Div (Lt Gen Erd.n.ann, hi thorto C. of S. 
First Par a chute .'.:rm.y) . .'.'..s alrea dy ·:1ont i one d, 
at the th1e the Division had no a rtiller.)7. 
Nono of tho ·Xi.re units were motor i ze d . . .. The 
organization·-of First Parachute .~J."'LlY a nd the 
establishment of the nev.r front on the .::.lbert Canal 
was an improvisation on the widest sc2l e • 

• • • The north bank of tho ~·-..lbert canal had 
not been pro pared for def once. .:.im.ost evoryvvhcre 
the south bank domina ted tho north bank . 

. . • Meanwhil e the pnra units vrere arrivin.; . 
Detraining area s were : 

6 :·::)ara Re gt, 1 Bn 2 :::ara He s t ano_ one 
new para regt; 

(b) Eindh oven - Helmond - Wer: 

7 }?ara Div and one other now ·Jara r v.::,t; 

(c) ts-Hertogonbosch: 

the para anti-tank batta lion und the 
.5000 para su~pl 1 trOOJ S· 

(o.c.rn .H., F.s .:s ., rm-B-717, 
Student, Suppl e.:::J.Gnt to Report 
of Col Goyer, ~P · 3-5) 
(981SOH(Dl48)) 

3.5. Conte.8pora ry cvidonco places the bulk of 
1 Bn 2 Pa ra Rogt 3.nd 6 :-?ara Ro gt in thG f orwarG. areas of 
88 Corps on 7 Se :0 . On the following day all t hroo regi.~1ents 

of 7 Para Div (Division Erd.!J.ann ) wero shm•\Tn co"1· ittod in 
tho Beverloo area-.- Between 7 and 10 Sep various ele ;:;1ents 
of Parachute Re:Jla ce.i"J1e nt and Tr a ining Re g i ment ::Hermann 
Goring 11 , a s well as 1 and 2 Bns ;:gs Hogt Lana.storm _:·ederlandn 
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wero repor t e d in a ct ion . Bo c~inning on 11 Se ::J t heJ..'e we-:;:o 
freauont r of er0ncos to various '!-3.r a chute batta lions 
desfgnc. ted only by the na.;:;1e of :the coL:l.J.lander. _·,_ nu-1oer of 
such batta lions was a:·) ~/arent ly banded toe ethGr in a n ad hoc 
f<>r.ll.a tion i ndiscrlliinatoly refe :i.,r e d to as ::Battle G-r oup 
Walther :• and '.' Division Walther; . (w.o. 88 Cor;is, op cit, 
i-11 Sep) -· - - . 

36 . Two &ecisions made at the t ime of the fall 
of .:-... ntwerp were to have some influence on later events in 
the area of Firs t ::·arc1chute 'irmy . On .5 Se) t he Gene ral 
of Pz T i) S West G.irect ed that tho ) erspnnal of 2, 116, 9 SS 
and 10 SS :·~z Divs were to be sent to Eindhoven ( C .R.S. -
? .5144/37, _'. Gi! D, ·~ . G'p D, G.-en ::>z Tps West, Re ~1ort on 
.. '.;.ctivities, 22 .. '_ur:; - 31 De c 4.+ , Id Ko . 3.56/44 , .5 Se2;:i) 
( 981c:'f (D63}) • ."Jld Seve nth .'...rmy was directed to transfer the 
remna nts of 3, .5 · and 6 :;?ara Divs to Ii1 iiUst :?arachuto .":rrtiy 
(C .R. S , - 6328 9/.5, ·N .D. 88 Cor· s, Vol ;: e n of Apps, .9..:2. cit, 

.t:.._1-})X 21 0 , una.2t..:; c;_ co9:1 of -~~- Gp B Ops No. 7000674t.. , issued_ 
rnostlikely 4 Se ;_J , :possibly on .5 Se ;.., , a nd r eferred to in 
W. D. 88 CorT)S (on cit) on 6 Sep 44 ). However , this could 
not be done . i.min.ediatoly ' for on 6 SO ~! tho :-;arachute eleaonts 
in q_uestion were still i n a p itiful stat.J . :Sefore receiving 
some trickl es of u_11t~cc: ined re -0la.c e.m.en.ts the total strength 
of the group amounted to 3.500-mon, mostly from roar echelons. 
Equipment and clothing wore poor . Fina lly, at the t :L~ue of 
the .. i llied air l ane.ins , the group was ~'1oved to the Clev e 
area by rail. (O .C .I.: .H ., F.S.B. 1 N.iS-B-262, :Slaucnsteiner, 
C. of S. 2 Pa ra Cor:~1s, 2 ::?a:i."a Cor:Ds bet vree n Maas an.d Hhine, 
19 Sep 44 - 10 lfu r ~ .5, ~~ · 1-2) (981SOM(Dl72)). 

7 Sep 

37. Eindhoven was only one of the areas where 
the reconstruction of panzer for.:nations was being carried on. 
Responsible in the v1!crnter n comma nd since 22 Aug f or the -
execution . of this task, wc:..s J_,t G-0n Horst .Stumpff, General 
of the Panzer '11roo:)s \ti.rest, . formerly on the staf f of the 
Inspector General of :i:)anzor Troo:~)S (Gen ~·' z T:-:is ~"res t , 
Report on .:-... ctivitios, .£2 cit, fol 1). On 7 Sep a lia ison 
officer fro.:n the off ice of the Ins pector General told Stlli.}mff 
what new equipment was ;noving to the West. :aotween ? unG. -
15 Se_u the following was to be expect ed: 

163 t anks IV; 
242 :'?anthers ; 
111 anti-tank guns on Mark IVts; 
166 a r moured scout ce rs medium.; 

7.5 assault guns; 
438 hoavy c..nti-ta nk guns. 

(Ibid ! l.TOX 26a) __ , ___ ... 

The bulk of t he t anks wa s comi ng as organic 
equipment of the newly formed independent Panzer Brigades . 
(loc cit) 
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38 • Sin co re turning to his old CO.i.nm.and la to on 
.5 Sep, Field Me.rsha l von Rundstod.t had conf errod with :Model 
and examined tho latest re_i)orts. On tho evening of 7 Sep 
ho communica t ed h j_s fi.adi r..c s to Ifo itol for ·;)res o.r..tation to 
the Flihrc r. Briefly st3tod Rundstedt s a id:· · 

The enG.iny had .54 G. i v is ions in Bel g ium and 
Northern Franco. .Lnothor 30 ( includiri_g s i:;;: 
airborne divis ions) we r e poised in En! l and. 
Direct shi:pmont of f orces - fro:n tho U •!s. ·_. had 
started. 

Of 21 -·~ G:o 's 2.5 to 27 division s ei.:;h t to 
ten with a total of about 600 tan...ks vvere committed 
a gainst tho encircled for~B tio~s of FiftGenth 
-tl'.my. L second .=;roup of fiv e or six div isions 
and about 400 t anks was being ass e~bled between 
! ... ntwerp and Diost. The ir a llotted t ask mi esht be 
to forc e t ho .ilbort Canal and adv-ence on a 
main axis Hott ordsm- . ." ... m.stordam. .".. furthGr six 
to eight British Divisions with about .+OO tanlrn 
wore closing up to be em~;iloyea. in ac coretance 
Ylith the situation. 

12 U .S. fi.r.my Group with 1.5-18 divisions s nd 
apprm~j ,:1,:i_·c oly one thousand t anks we.s between 
Hasselt and Toul and moving towards the Rhine 
on a broad front. On its northern wing three 
or four divisions were followin; in the rear. 

Ind.ic ?.ted f oce l points for attac _,_;: s 'vere still: 

(a) a rea botvfoe n Hassel t and the heights 
oast of Nao.ur, 

(b) · Charl eville - Sedan, 

(c) area on both sides of Metz, in particular 
south of :!Vietz. 

In the f a ce of thi s 3.11 Ger.man forces were
comm.itt cd , They vrnre be.dly a.e~;leted, in sone 
cas es c:rushed. ..'xtillory and anti-t a nk ·,\Toapons 
wero laclcin~ . Reserves worth Iilentio!lil1£ die, 
NOT exist. .::.. Gp 3 had about 100 t an:.:s in working 
order; cons idorlng -~...llied ar~oured strength t ho 
implications were clear. 

Enemy 9rossuro towards Ltittch on the plainly 
reco5nizable axis .:lEJ.chen-Ruhr had turne d into 
a serious threat , It was ir:1:i_:>e r a tiv e , t herefore, 
to provide iiilllodiatoly at 10ast five, prefera bly 
t en div is ions well su~~1plied vii th asse.ul t gun 
units nnd anti-tcnk wenpons, as well as several 
nanzer divisions. 

!J.l forces available to 0.3. West had been 
set in .;_-;1otion towards tho __ :~achen area. r.rha t was 
the a r ea of a cuto d.ct nger . 
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To :pro ~:ia. ro t hG V·TG stern :'.JOS i t ion for a.of oncG 
would t 2ko si:;c woo.ks. This tt::.w ,.,voul d ha ve to 
bG bought in battle. 

(..;',. Gp B, WoGkly Reports nnd Misc Docs, 
o·o cit, O.B. Wost, O')s Ko. 805/44, 
Of ""/Son 44} (For full trunslation 
soe: 98i.013(Dl.5)) 

Tho old marshal may have been tired, but 
his milita ry ~orception wa s crystal clear. Here was tho 
potential death blow. 21 _·:.. Gp had cut off all forces west 
of ).ntwerp. 12 .:i. G~:> would takG -~achen and Cologne. There 
was nothing to protect thG Ruhr. ThG end was in sight. -
Field Marshal Mon.t r:;; on ory was thinkins tho sa.c11e . - 3ut 
tho Supreme Command pref0rred a s a f Gr course, thous h not 
a cheaper one. 

8 Sep 

39 • _'\.t noon Rundstedt rocoiv 8d a :·!1ossaGc from 
Model in which tho latter pointed to the serious dotorioration 
during the l a st t vrn do.ys in the situation of Seventh .'.xmy, 
and doraandod that tho Ftihrer bo informed forthwith of the 
11 now very grave si tuation 71 • Model sr:dd the remnants of 
Seventh _\rmy .might off or toin.p ora:ry res istanco botvrnen 
Maastricht and Ltfttich, but furth er south 1\ra s only a thin 
security screen and tho 120 km of Wostwall bohing Seventh 
Army was garrisonGd by a mere sevon or '-- i ght battalions . 
The 11 Battlegroup 9 Pz Di v ;i , alertc:d by O. B. Wost on 6 Sep, 
had not yot COJ'.ilG, and tho leadi!l£. ol e .:-lGnts 12 Inf Div could 
not bG oxpGcted to ar~ivo bGforG 12 Sep. In no case could 
these two formctions a lone succeed in fi; htint for t:Lne 
forvmrd of tho Westwall and defend it later on , t"nless 
Seventh -':..rmy was bolst er od forthwith by throe infantr y a nd 
one panzer division, thG rernnnnts of that _·:.rmy wel"'G certain 
to be shattered co.::,_:;>letely, leavin,; the enon y .:.n possession 
of the desired. strates ic gap bet".·\Teen Maas and 1¥.iosel. Tinely 
support for First .:.xm~r had quickly led to substantial 
irnnrovcment; this y;as the last oho.nee to do th0 samo for 
Seventh ~lrmy L. Gp B, Wookly He :"J O~ts and 1'.:Tj_sc Docs, .2J2_ cit, 
.l Gp B, Ops No. 6993, 1200 hrs 8 Sep 44) (For full translation 
see: 981. 013 (Dl.5) ) • 0. B. West l"GDorted to Chief ffiJf in the 
same sense at 1600 hrs( and at 2100 hrs by t e l o]hone. 
(W D. O, B. West, 8 So p J 

40. By this time Fifteenth .. ~i'llY was in the 
bridgehead position Zeebrugge-Ghent - mouth of the Scheldt, 
First Parachute _·...rn1y was att e111_1ting to eliiuinate the .. '.llied 
bridgehea d a. t :Beorins on, Seve nth .. 'ix.my was falling bc.; ck under 
pressur·o , First _.J."rnyts rir ht wing was a l s o under ) rossure*, 

*sincG 1200 hrs 7 SGp First _·_rmy was under .. :. Gr G. 
('N .D. 0. B. Wost, 7 Sep). Tho arJ'.ily group boundary e:::::tendod 

wost - ca st through Libra.mont; at the e::..-treme left of Seventh 
.t...rm.y was 2 Pz Div in the :aastogne area, at tho extreme right 
of First _'_rmy was Group Pz Lehr ( i rO. tho remnants of ~'?z 

Lehr Div) in tho Neufchatoa u area. (Sitma~ We s t, 9 8ep 4~) 
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Nineteenth ..:':..rmy ha d f a ilGd to e lim.ire -Co the onG.:iy bridgoho2 c~ 

at Besancon and its 11 ~ )z Div vras be ing ) J:·e3sc d be e ~<: towards 
Belf ort. (w. n. 0. 3 . -_;roz t, 8 So :~· ) 

9 Sep 

41. In res·:1onse to the r taports on the situation 
at the front of Seve nth .. \rmy, early on 9 Se_'.) Hitler ga ve 
orders to O. B. '.ttest for Seventh _"J:J!ly to continue its <lelayins 
action forward of the Westvrall. 81 and 74 Cor:-_1s were to 
hold the Maas ancl tho canal west of Maastricht as long as 
~oss ible; 1 SS :)z Cor~ st ri0 ht wing to r oaain in cont a. ct 
with 7/1, Corps· . The t wenty .:.\.ir Force ba tta lions be co.rJ.i ng 
available on and a fter 9 S op vm re to be used to mo.n the 
Westwall behind Seventh .:\.rmy (Der Westen, p . 138 ; 7'L D. 
0 B. West, 9 Se ;) !~Llr) • .~:.t 1200 hrs res nons i bili ty for tho 
duties of C of-S. O. B . West i?assed from tho h ands of Ge n 
Inf Blu::ncntritt to those of Lt Gen We s t pha l (Gen Ca v a s 
of 30 J a n 45). (W. D. O.B. West, 9 Sep ) 

42. Provided Fifteenth .:'-..r.m.y could be .:uove d out 
across the West Scheldt it would now become feasible to 
def end the mouth of the Scheldt a nd bolstor the front of 
First Pa r a chute ~·~ELY. On the righ t wing of Seventh .J:my 
a line of defence was being esta blis h ed on the east bank of 
the Ma as. _\n ntta c l~ by elts 116 :·?z Div t ovrdr ds the eastern 
part of LQttich ha d f a il ed. 12 Inf Div , urgently needed 
for the .:'...achcn area, would a::.:1"ive during t h e night 13/14 
Sep. There ha d been a dee p :.;enetr ation a t the f r ont of 
Pz Lehr Div. - South of Belfort ther.._, hnd bEle n heavy atta ck s 
on 11 Pz Div, tho e nemy was att 0.ill.pt i ng to s e:'18r a t e the left 
wing of Nine t e enth ::..rmy /:..rmy from the Swiss bo:r c!.er and to 
open tho road to Belfort. Without pr e judi ce to their 
later employment i n the attack to bo carrie d out by Fifth 
Panzer A.rmy, 112 and 113 Pz Bdos were mov ed to that area , 
(w.n., o.B. West, 9 Sey) . 

43. With t ho scone of O)er o. tions mov ing closer 
and closer to Ger;Ja n:y, a .:id O.B. Vfost's r eo.r areas now 
GXtonding far i nto t he zone of the Chief of ~xmJ1 Equipnent 
and Co.m.._rr:ia.nde r of the Replac e.:::ient . .',.r.my, it was necessary to 
recast command arr2ri~_o::lents. On 9 Sep Hitler dire cted 
0 B. West to assume co..:-!lC.iand ov er the entire Ger;aa n western 
position (including the Westwall ) and of a ll sec Ul~ i ty 
forces in the ar ea. Co.mm.and was to _na ss at 0000 -hrs 11 Sep , 
at which t L"D.e 0. 3. West would also take over all western 
defence tasks pr eviously assigne d. to t he Chief of . ~"...r.my 

Equipment. (: .. Gp B,. Flihrer Orders and Misc Docs, on cit, 
01.·~/YVF.St, Ops No. 773296/44 , 9 Sop 44) -- -
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44. Thera was some pressure a gainst c.:.cl-1 of the 
western ... tt.rn.ios on this day, but only in tho Northeast, and 
particularly in tho sector of S0vonth .'.':l"',--:u.y see.me d the action 
to be of immediat e strateg ical sign i ficance. O .B. \'!fest 
reported: 

It can be ex;;octed that on 11 S6 p the 
American _'\J."'my Group will strive to achieve 
tho breakthrough towa1·ds .Aachen-Cologne, while 
tho British .:°:.X.my Group opposite :?arachute .:.-,xmy 
will ondoavour to gain O]?erational fr eedom 
towards East and :Torth. Since according to 
reliable sources an enony airlanding oyeration 
is not out of the question, all necessary 
measures have bee n t aken in the Netherlands. 

(C.R.s. - H22/6o, 0.3. West, Daily Sitreps, 
Sep 44 , Sitwest for 10 Sop) (981CW(D.53)) 

4.5. On the southern half of the western front 
.Army Group G in the meant i.rn.e had been tradint, s pace for 
time. The favourable starting lines for the flank attack 
demanded by the Filllre r on 3 Se:J (para 27 above) had been 

· lost, but where the situation ma :~! for 2 Sep had shown tho 
ominous void of the 3elf ort gap, the situation ~~rn. :,.:1 for 
' Sep showed a new front in process of ooagu}ation (Sit.map 
West, 9 Sep 44) • .As WG know, irnmediatoly after tho fall of 
A.ntworp the High Co.m.mand had decided to em9loy First Parachute 
Army in the :uitwerp-Hasselt sector, extend tho comm.and zone 
of S.oventh : :..rm.y to include tho area then being traversed by 
the remnants of Fifth :P.anzer ) .. rmy, and withdraw the hcadQuar
ters of Fifth Panzer .. :.X.m,y for r eorganization and e.mploy.m.ont 
in Alsace under· A Gp G. (Historical Section (G.s.} Report 
Mo. 69, paras· .5 .5-.5 6) 

46. By 10 Sep the hoad~uart0rs of Fifth PanzGr 
!-i.rm.y were established east of Luneville (Sitmap West, 9 Sep}; 
on the sa.mG day Gen Pz T]S Hasse Eccard von lfanteuff el was 
appointed to co.mm.and tho .. : . .r.m.y. (C ,I-{ .s. - OKH, :'?ersonnel :Filas, 
von Manteuffel) ( 981HC (D.52) ) • On 11 Sep he took over the 
reins of command from Col C-en P z Tps Joseph (Sopp) Dietrich, 
who had been summoned to the Flihrer headquarters. The },.r:myt s 
new c . of s. was Col Wolf von Kahldcn, G.s.c. (C.R.S. -
63181/3, V\T . D. Fifth Panzer ..:U-my, Part III, 10 Sep - 22· Oct 44, 
10 1 11 Sep) (981E\ .5(D3)). N[anteuffel, a ged 4 7, had never 
commanded abov e a.iv is ion level, but his dossier showed such 
an accumulation of Draise from hard-headed suneriors that 
Hitler pulled hira out of the East on~ Sep to-give him Fifth 
Panzer Army. Obviously Ma nteuffel could not do the impossible, 
but it is common knowledge that he proceeded to pcrf orm 
brilliantly and in the .r:..rdcnnes far outshone Se:•?::? Diotrich, 
the ham-handed commander of the neighbouring Sixth ~anzer 
.. '..rmy. 
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47. Dcs yite sizeable losses of groun& at several 
places .:".. Gp G continued r,iaking :oro~)arations for the attack 
demanded by OKIN . :Sy evening the op~1oncnt had ];)8.sscd throush 
Luxembourg a nd furt her south gaine d two br idgeheads a cross 
the Mosel above Metz. 17 SS Pz Gren Div vms char ged with 
attempting to eliL1inat e t he bridgeh0a ds (w. n. O. B. West, 
10 Sep}. To bolster tho .meagre subst ance of 17 SS Pz Gren 
Div, on 8 Sep SS Reichsftihrer Himmler had g iven order for 
the inh~odiatc dissolution of 26 and .27 SS Pz Divs, all 
olemonts of the two fled~lin& for~ations to be a bsorbed by 
17 SS Pz Gren Div forthwith {Gen .?z T}S West, Ro:Jort on 
Activities, on cit, ::..pp:::: 29, Pz Of fr -:.Nest, Ho. 1631/44 , 
~ Sep 44 , quoting SS I\!Tain Opera tions Office , :: Org , Ops 
No. 2786/44, of 8 Sep t,t, ). In a nother one o-f the many 
measures dosignod to bring order into confusion a nd convert 
weakness into stre ngth, Rundst odt on 9 Sep ha d ada onished 
;_~my Group G to r ol oaso to First :?urachute _:_r .my the e lc.ments 
of tha t P.rID.¥ still in the Rancy-Lunoville area {w.o. O.B. 
~'0st, 9 Sop). This was cutting t hings r a th0r fine , for 
while the situation ma ~::i West for 9 S op shows t he :presence in 
that general area of s ever a l of tho newly crea t ed panzer 
brigades, the war diary of G-en Pz T_ys Wes t shows clearly 
that they were not ready for co;,1b2t a nd that .i.llUCh ) Grsonncl, 
armament and e qui ... w cntwere still i n transit . (Gon :?z T:.1s 
West, Report on _'..ctivities, 8-16 Se:; , uassi.m) 

11 So p 

48. An im::1ortant st ep in the race to establish 
a new front wa s t aken b,y O. B. West on 11 .Sep in e.n order 
compelling all / .. i r ::i'orcc , N8.vy, O.T. and er.my clements east 
of the Rhine {ex co :;:t gr ow1d forc es in overhaul) to yield-up 
1001., of their machine guns and 9010 of their rifles 1 pistols 
and automatic wea pons. For all troo,1s betwee n P..hino a nd 
Westwall the quota wa s s e t at 501., (W .. ~ D. O.B. ;~rest, 11 Sep) • 
. :'Lr.meegrupne G, now getting set to control the o::;erations 
ot three J .rmi os on a contin.uous f r ont, was u9gr a ded to 
HeeresTruppe G C\.rmy Group G) {s ee pa ra lOf n a bove). (Ibid, 
ll Sep 

49 . ! ccording t o the day's t a ctica l reports, a t 
.Army Group B's front Fiftoenth .·>J.,.,r-.1y was under pressure from. 
tho South, a nd fer:c~' i:. ·.~ oper a tions wGre bGi ng ha:-n:')eI' ::J d from 
the a i r ; i n thG a!"i...,a of First ::ara chutc . .':..r.my t he oy )onent 
had widened h i s br idgehea d a t Yeorpelt; in t he area of 
SevGnth Lr .my there "~ra .s very heav ~, defe nsive fighting f:W! Aachen, 
1 SS Pz Corps was forced to f a ll back to t he lino lV"..al.medy
Dorscheid and a ma jor breakthrough wa s bare l y ) rovcnted . 
.. \t the front of ~":rm.y Gr ou:-1 G the right wing of :.first .. :.:rmy 
was taken back to the Eosal line with r ear el0.nent s on t.he 
far shore. Strong :_lli0a. concentra tion were not0 c1 west of 
Metz and south of Nancy . ..: ... t t he northern wing of l·~ine -Ce onth 

.U-my there was hea vy e nemy traffic in eas te r l y dire ction and 
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at the southern front of the: .:.':rmy the Ger nan lines w0re 
pierced on several places in the general area of Vesoul. 
There was again s evo1"'0 :)rcssuro on 11 !:'z Div (vr.n. O.B. 
Wost, 11 Sep). From tho point of view of the higher direction 
tho sorest spots therefore woro Seventh .. '..J:m.y and 2~i.ncteenth 

J..rmy, and tho latter in --)articular because it was slated to 
protect the rear and f l aclt of Fifth :?anzer. ) ,;rniy during the 
latter's projected attack. ~\.s the day went on and the 
situation of Nineteenth _':..rmy was growing worse, Rundstedt -
carefully maintaining tho fiction of a forthcoming attack 
towards tho Northwest -- told _,~..rmy Group G that the strong 
pressure from north and northeast of Besancon might make it 
necessary for Fifth :<?anzer ..:'ttmy to deliver first of all a 
thrust towards the South in order to gain a firm grip on the 
areas forward of the Vos 3es. Blaskmvitz (who had to be 
doubly careful because Hitler detested him as much as he 
needed him) asked for confirmation. Well aware of Blaskowitzts 
precarious position1 O.B. West recorded solemnly that once 
again _\rmy Group G had boen given confirmation of the fact 
that it had been given a free hand in decidinc; whether or 
not Fifth Panzer _\.r.rn.y to begin with should move southwards. 
fw.n. O.B. West, 11 Se :;> ) 

12 Sep 

.50. At the mouth of the Scheldt the day was 
relatively uneventful; on the .. ' .. lbcrt-Canal Second British 
1'1..rmy was exerting presstu~G; further east Seventh .)...rrny came 
under severe pressuro in tho latter :!,1art of the da~1. ) .. p
parently the two ,_',lliod ::rr.1y Groups intended to aa_vance 
northwards past the Westwall and then turn right towards 
the Ruhr (Si two st, 12 Se:p } . In the area of _'':r-;ny Group G 
~lilied forcos enlarge d their bridgehead at the Upper-Mouse 
and continued to r educ e the salient of Nineteenth _-J:my. 
!U'ter capturing Charmo s they J assed with armoured forces 
through the newly made gar,i in tho Northwest and were engaged 
by 21 Pz Div. Further south Vesoul \vas lost. The Ftth.rer 
reiterated that the _ _-;..rm.y was not to yield any further ground 
and,above all, was to hold l\ancy. The assembly of Fifth 
Panzer J..rmy was to be s ~' eeded up to ensure that it would be 
able to deliver a thrust against the r ear of the advancing 
enemy rather than s pend itself in frontal fighting . The 
general idea was that the op~onent might advance in the 
direction of Epinal or Ramborvilliers, in which case he would 
be attacked from the area between Haney and Feuf chateau. 
3 and 15 Pz G-ren Divs, as well as lOb Pz Bde were to bo .. · 
des ,,atched to Fifth :t?D.nzer .\rmy forthwith. (Der Westen, 139-140) 
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13 SGp 

51. .':..t .. '.xmy Group B the transfe r of Fifteenth 
Army to the area north of .:...ntwerp was continuing , First 
Parachute J.rrny had given up tho eastern portion of tho 
f..lbort-Canal position. iSov onth .. ..rmy was unable to prevent 
penetration of the 11 ostwall between Hor~onrath and .. ~achon. 
BetwoGn .Aachen and Eupen tho opponent had reachoct the ~·V'estwall. 

At ~\rmy Group G tho reality of increasing Lm.erican pressure 
had washed out all plans for tho early delivery of a 
strategically significant a ttack by Fifth Panzer :..r~1y. To 
provont the worst of Qll p ossible disasters - having tho 
front torn asunde r beyond rGpair - Rundstedt decidGd to use 
thG availablG forces as local fire brigades at the most 
critical s pots: 

Due to tho beginning of the concentric 
.tunorican attack north and sou"'ch of _Janey, a !.1d the 
continuing prosecution of the strong enemy attacks 
against the northern and southern fronts of 
Nineteenth ..':.r .LJ.y , tho execution of thG attacks by 
tho mas sed forces of Fifth ?anzer ~\rmy from 
the area of Ep inal towards tho Northwes t a t the 
moment seerJ.S no longer possible. Should th i s 
attack have to bo carried out at a later a.ate, 
it will be inFiorative to keep HinotGehth ·..rmy's 
aroa f orvvard of the Vosges as largo as _i) OSS i'ole . 
In view of the Gncmy su:_)eriority this cannot bG 
done with thG forces ~?res'Erntly co.mm.ittea.. 0 . :s . 
West intends, thoroforo, to commit the for.:iations 
of Fifth Panzer .. ·:.r.rny to ina.ividual actions i n 
order to r estore tho situation on both sidGs of 
Vittel and at Vos oul. Not before this has boon 
done can further thought be g i ven to tho largo r 
0_·9e ration. 

(W.D., O.B. Wost, 13 Sep) 

14 Sop 

.52. Tho day 's :o.ost s erious throat to tho Gor.:uan 
efforts to croato a new front dovGloped in tho fortress area 
south and southea st of . :·~achon, who r e .:...r:1erican for cos obtained 
a breakthrough of considor 2bl e width. Various stop gap· 
units were be i ng thrown into the battle and the aovej1ent of 
12 Inf Div to the area wa s s :;iee de d up. /:.t the joint be tween 
First Parachute ! .:r;rry and Seventh _'.:..rmy tho Gorrnns lost 
Maastricht (°li1r.n. o.:s. 1"fost, 1 4 Sop) . In tho area of .':.rmy 
Group G the protruding arc of .J inoteenth ·..rmy was taken back 
to tho line Char.:ues-_'.:pinal. i'!ancy was still in Gorman hands, 
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but ..:Ulicd troops hac"l a ·.y-iearod in the r oar of tho t 1' oops at 
Nancy (Der ~'·Te sten, p . l~ .. 6). With re .;ard to the situation c t 
larc,e: 

to :01'GJare fa.t' tho countorstrolrn beinr; 
projected na1r fi S before, Hitler gave ordc:rs 
for tho crea tion of a Headruerto r s Staff Siith 
~?anzor ":_i'::1y w1Ci.er 38 Col r--8n Dietrich, v.~.i.10 i.·:,: s 
to dLcG ct tho i.,o-or:.:;anizatiol1 of 0.ll ciJ:: 1.ow.'0 d 
f or.Ll1ations t h . ·:G had iJ;.:;on wh;hoJ:- :-..;,i;,m fI'o~·J the 
front in tho - " ~os t 0rn Co.::123. n c". , (foe 9_it.) 

1.5 Se p 

53. On lL~ So·) o.:s . 1:Jost had r.:;---iQr-tod th.:..t tho 
loading elements of t~10 for c·os :'educing tho s c.li0nt [ '"itte l 
nriJa wos t of lino ChaL·~.c s-li:pinal] wer e now sc · ·a~:a·coC: 'by a 
mere 40 km. Ho hac~ as.!.rnd. ·~0 1'.ctiss ion for ~·~inoto onth : . .x"u.y 
to fall ba ck to a li.i1e Char.:.J1eS-bDina l east of Belfort, anC. 
for Fifth :Oanzor ' -:::·1:1 to do livor. a thrust f:..: o.:!1 th0 area 02.st 
of Vosoul into t he f l ank of tho eno.u1y advancing on Lunevillo. 
Early on 1.5 Se_n tho Fli.h:!.'or concurred s.nc. ad6-oe. ·c~J.at tl10 fo r ces 
about to be com.rn.ittod in the VittGl area \"JGro ·co :JG 
strengthened by mov ing in 11 ? z Div a~d an additional ~anzer 

:3rigade, otherwise ,~ success could not be ex) e ct :; d. (:or Nesten, 
p. l !i-1) . Tho day "'O.Ssco .. without m.a j or develo ,.:1ents on ~ho 

1:fost arn Front , 

l b Se'J 

.54. On this d.:.s thei' G was s o_-10 loss o:L .;rouEd 
northwest of . .. a chon; southeast of tho c ity the s itu2tion was 
roli0vod by tho aJ?l' i v .:~ 1 of 12 Inf Div . In -t ho arec.. of _·...r •. 1y 
Group G, Nancy wa s co_:_ ·:lc:d;oly ehcirclo d a nG. Lun-.J v illc vms 
lost. ..:~t tho sout!10r~. front of ~:·i 1J.e t oe .i.1th . : :...~:;. !..y th0 situc.t ion 
was be coming less a cuto. 0 .3. \Afest now issued or C.c:;.~s for tho 
attack against t ho doop flanks of the .·~ .:-n·3rica ... :i. for ces which 
had pushed on beyond tho House botvvcon :·~J ont a :.:0usson <J..2d 
south of Charm.c s. .~ .ftcr dis:)ers ing ,chc ene.my f or cos at 
Lunovillo tho c:. 0.vanco was to be ca:L :ci..; d f orvva1"d. tow2:r-ds :~ont a Mousson (on tho Eeuso, a ~111r o:;: .5 0 ir .. i1 3s l-:.-' '.T :cu:rnville). In 
order to malrn tho ar:.1our still onsa e;od f m:thel' solrcl1 availablo 
as quickly as poss iblo, tllo withdrawal of ~::T;.-wtc:onth _·,:r.;:;iy to 
the line rancv-"E:ninel-}:lo.~1irGii1ont-Svvisa bore.Jr west of 
:Solfort was to be s:~) ooa_oo. up (Dor 'iffoston, p. i .. ;.2) . I~~. :::ia ny 
sectors of the T1\fo stern J:i'r ont the f i chtin' :'.lad nm; ro c1 c.i:1od 
G·e r.0ian soil , Hitler :J.aa.o this fact t ho sui) ~o ct of a st:..' ong 
exhortation to all troo ~;:>s. Th0:ro was no a ore :r-oo..:i. for 
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strategioal manoeuvre, he said, every man was to stand fast 
or die on his post. This message is adequately known; a 
translation appears in: FU.hrer Directives, ~ cit, Vol II, 
p 181; a full citation of the Germ.an text in. A Gp B, Ftlli.rer 
Orders and Misc Docs, £12. oit, A Gp B, Ops No. 7466/44, 
2355 hrs 16 Sep 44. -:----

.5.5· There was now every prospect that the worst 
gaps in the front would be closed; Fifteenth .A:rmy, whioh 
might have been out off but was not, would stand fast in tJle 
North, Nineteenth .A:rmy 1 whioh might have been out off but was 
not, would stand fast in the South. There were no signs of 
an imminent breakthrough of major importance. Perhaps the 
front would hold until a oounterstroke oould ohange the 
picture. It was the end of a phase, but on the next day the 
situation was given a new complexion by the · descent o·f the 
First Allied Airborne Army in the Eindhoven-Nijmegen-Arnhem 
area. 

DEFENCE OF THE NEW FRONT 
UP TO THE ARDENNES OFFENSIVE 

(17 Sep ~ 16 Deo 44) 

Soheldt Estuary under German Oontrol (up to 7 Nov) 

17 Sep 

,56. Shortly after 1400 hrs 17 Sep O.B. West began 
to reoeive reports about Allied air landings in the Arnhem
Nijmegen-Eindhoven areas (W.D. O.B. West, 17 Sep). Onoe 
again, therefore, Fifteenth Anny was in danger of being out 
off, and there was the dangerous possibilit~ that the enemy 
might suooeed in advanoing towards Mfulster {Der Westen, 
P• 182). Particularly at Arnhem, however, the landings 
were somewhat of a descent into a hornet's nest. For at 
Arnhem were the headquarters .. of Army, Group B (Student, .Q]. ogt' 
p. 10; Bitmap West, 17 Sep 44), while at Doetinohem, some 1 
miles to the East, were the headquarters of 2 SS Pz Corps 
and nearby a battle group of 2000 men from 9 SS Pz Div 
(C.R.S . .. - 180/47, Apps to W .. D. O.B. West, 11 - 20 Sep 44, · 
Appx · 2237, 17 Sep 44) (Hist Seo (GS) Miorofilm Reel No. 69). 
True, there were in the area none of the formidable · 
formations encountered in Normandy, but nevertheless by 
1640 hrs a host of assorted sDm.ller units was oonverging 
on or making ready to move to the soene of the airborne 
landings. Coming from the Northwest were units of the 
Armed Forces Commander Netherlands, from the Northeast 
and East elements of 2 SS Pz Corps, from the Southeast 
hastily alerted forces of and from the Military 
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District No. VI ('.1Tostphalie. snd Northern Rhine Province)*. 

18 Se:p 

57· Hitler's reaction to the sudden developmont 
was threefold . Firstl.Y, O .:g. ·wost was told ovor tho t elephone 
that 180 and 190 I~f Div woro bo i ng transf orred to ~ Gp 3 
from Military District :X: (Ha.mourg) , -nhilo a battle group of 
361 V.G .D . was being dosy.,atched by Milit£Iry District VI. 
Secondly, O.B. ~;fest was directed to rc:mort on the noasuros 
t aken with re gard to tho 3reskens bridgehead. This because 
tho Scholdt ostuarv :was to bG lrnpt in C'rer.m.an hands in all 
circumstance s ;• . Thirdly , he was c.t1povrerod to orcter at h i s 
own discre tion the dostJ.:uction of the ports of Hotterda.m 
and .:.JD.st ordam. (~1~r. D. 0. B , 11!est, 18 .So JJ) 

58. Inf Divs r o. 180 and lTo. 190, novv coming from 
Military District Xi hod s e rv e d for long as traini~g and 
ro~lacement d.ivisions , .:_t tho same ti:.10 they had been kept 
nt full strength and roaa_y to move off i.ID..Lri.ed iat 0 l~1 in thG 
event of a oall for field duty (O.C.M.H., F.S . 3. , l:'.JS-B-195, 
Lt Gen Hammer, He )ort on 190 Inf Div, p . 2) (981S01\I (D20 8 ) ); 
U.S • . !l..rm.y Order of Ba ttle of tho German .. "-rmy , o:J cit, pp. 
195 and 198) • _\ s W8 know, tho two for2Jlations Ill cuostion 
later be came usoful and oxporionced divisions, but tho fc,ct 
tho. t tho Gera a n High Comr,iand was be g inning to devour tho 
ro gonora tivo apparatus of tho _·J."'ray, for all to see wa s 
clos.rly the handwriting Oi.1 tho wall. 

19 Sop 

59. _·_ccording to O.B. 1'TGst's situa tion re9ort for 
19 SG:p the situation i n tho Wost presontod tho following 
picture: 

( Condons a t ion) 

In the aroG. of :?ifte enth _\.r.m.y the First 
Canadian _:":.rmy had launched an attack against 
tho Torneuzon bridgehead and forced /12 Inf Div 
to fall ba ck on shorter lines. 

*When thG signific2nce of tho increasing traffic i.!.1 tho 
air had boco.mG cles.r, counter-measures were ta~~cn quic kly. 
The 9resent report is not designe d to dGal with tactical 
detail, but it might be noted in 9assing that infor.J1ation on 
tho German units alorto<l or set in motio.r. during tho eo.rly 
hours of Market Garden is to bo found in the J\_-.J-·'JenoJ_ces for 
17 Sep 44 to the War Dia ry of O .. J. Wost, .9l?. cit -~ (Historical 
Section (GS) h icrofilm. : ·:o. 69). 
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In t hG a roa of Fir s t =.)ar a ch ute . .' . .ra y tho 
First Llliod .. ':..irborno ... "'..:r:!ly had n ot bocn ra i nfor cod 
materially f rou t h e a ir, but 30 Br i t Ccr]s ha d 
est3blished cont a ct wi t h 101 u.s . . ~i1 ld Div 
north of Eindhov on . This pres e nt e d to t ho 
e nemy tho ~ossib ility of a dv a ncing to t he l~as 

as f a r as wost of Nij~cryo n by crossing the 
Voghol bridge 1.;rhich he ha d captured on 17 Sop . 
In cons oQuonco on tho ev ening of 19 Sop severa l 
enemy t a.riJrn ha d a!J .i. oar e d at tho Nijm0 gon bridgehead. 
Counter-.mon su:ros f r o.m. VTost and e s.st 1..voro under way 
and would be continue d on 20 Sep . 

Progr ess was be i ng m.a do i n tho e li:i1i .na t i on 
of t he cno.:ny forc e s wost of .. ':.rnhon El S a result of 
the concentric atta ck be ing ca rried out b~ Division 
von Tottr.u (i.a. an aa. hoc grou:1) de s ~a-C che d by .·...r:.10d 
Force s Co ... 1nanc3.or Hc t hcrlands) ""nd 2 :SS ~:'z Corps. 

-'~t F'ij::o.e gon t horo had be en little chan r:;e i n 
the situa tion but the a ttack woul d be continue d 
on t h o arr i va l of the alert un its fro~:i 2 Pur a Corns. 

J.t t ho i nner wings of Firs t l)a r a chut e and 
Sev ent h .:'..rmi os t he ener.iy ha d ga ine d ground and 
the f or war d e l m:1onts of tho newly inserte d division 
ha d not yot s uccee de d i n clos i ng t ho now gap. 

Gor man at to. c ~rn -east of Aa chen a nd ot 3 itburg 
ha d f a iled. 

At t ho f ront of . .'....r.m.y Group G t her e had b een 
heavy s e es aw fighting i n tho a r ea 'bot woon l;_!otz 
a nd Ep i na l, with t ho ma in a ction i n t ho Luneville 
s e ctor. 

Ni neteo.:ith .:'..r.my wa s una.or pr essure in all 
s e ctors ano. t ho one.m.,y wa s a p-,Proa ching °S~? inal from 
a ll sides. 

(Sitwo st for 19 Sep) 

60. Schra.1r:1 note d t hat Hitl er's continuing insistence 
on tho dQf enco of the Schola.t e stua ry wa s koe :.> i ng Fifteenth 
!'....I'my from committin g f orces strong enough to cut tho tank 
lanes to the ..:'.J:1erican .:.ci rlanding Division. Cons i dering tho 
action to b e t a ken if the situation a t E i ndhov en could not 
bo restore d, Hitle r on th i s dny wa s thinking of holding a lino 
Maas-Nijme gon-Wual, vrhich would ma ke it possible l a t e r on to 
exe cut e a thrust fro.;.-;1 . ."_.achen via Has se l t i nto t ho ene -.iy pocket 
in Holland. (Der :·'.Testen , P • 183) 
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20 Sep 

61. .'.i.t tho highGr levels this day was one of 
watchful waiting , for tho future course of action would 
do pend on the outcor110 of tho fighting now in progress. To 
bolster tho f orcos in tho Eotherlands, Hitler ordered. the 
i.mm.odiato des nat ch to . ."~ Gp B of 5 04 Hy Tlc Bn (Tigers) and 
471 GHQ, ; ,_ . Tk···Bn. To guide the operations of the Divisions 
No. 180 and No. 190, tho hoadquartors staff of 12 SS Cor~s 
was being called back from the Eas t ern front. Korth of 
Eind.Uovon tho attack of 5 9 Inf Div from the West towards 
St. ~denrodo failed. The for;:na tion had been unable to cut 
tho ~llied corridor and join hands with 107 ~z Sde , which 
was advancing from the ~ast but had been brought to a halt 
by the enemy east of Son. Socond Brj_t ish 1'..rm..y expanded its 
penetration in northerly direction and captureo_ tho railroad 
bridge aeross tho 'fvaal at :··:·ij.r;1e go n. ('.1l. D. o. :s . l\.fest, 20 Sep) 

21 Sop 

62. Waiting for tho outcome of t he various local 
operations , O.B. We st took tiru.e out to re - assoss t he situation. 
His own forces he.d a tota l combat value of 21 VGD anc1 6-7 
Pz Divs. !:.ga inst this the } .. llios had com.rnitteCl. 39 Inf, 
20 .\rmd, and 3-4 Il.irb Divs, and still in England thore were 
approximately 22 Inf, 9 : ..rmd, and: 3 :.·~irb Di vs. Eain dan3er 
points w-e.:re · the Nij .0.10 gGn- .. .\.a chen so c t or, where t ho O:Jponent 
intended to make a thrust towards thG rthenish-~· .'ostphalian 

industrial area , and tho Metz-Lunevillo sector, wher e he 
intended to advance in tho industrial area of the Saar and 
to the Rhine - Ma in plain . The lin..:aediato goal was to ga in 
ti.me , but the ultlil.8. te objective .::1ust bo tho d.e cisivo d.efoat 
of the enemy by nwans of an atta ck at one SJ;iecif ic s:pot. 
(Vi/ .D .. ~ .B . -vest, 21 Sop ) 

63. For .1\.r.my Grou::;i B the r:.1ost i:::n:'.?ort ant task a t tho 
mome nt was to close the ga9 i n tho front north of Eindhovon, 
to :yrovont a further eno~:1 1 aa.van co north of i.1'." ija ogen , 8.nd 
to consolidate tho situation i n tho ontire aroa. In view of 
tho fact tha t frosh forc es cou1a.· not be nado available in 
good timo, First _,_are.chute ... ·:.r my would be lJGr.:J.ittod to fall 
back to tho line .. ".....rit wo r p-Turnhout-Tilbourg- Toghol-Hol:!lond
Woort. Tho Vvestern .Scheldt was to . be held. ..':.. block ing lino 
was to be created bG t woo n Rhino and 1Naal as well as on the 
north bank of tho Hhine . For ..:·...rmy Group G- the .most im!)Ortant 
taslc at tho moment was to r estore a · f ir;.1 link between First 
.Ar my and Fifth :?anzer ... · ... rLly in tho area east of r a ncy, and 
to prevent an enemy breakthrough to thG Saar reg ion. (Ibid) 

. -
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22 Sop 

64. J .. Gp B: With the oxcopt ion of 64 Inf Div, 
which had boon l ef t behind to dof ond the Breskens bridgehead, 
all formations · of Fifteenth .:.:rmy had now crossed tho Scheldt 
(for details soe H.s. Report No 69, para 95f). - ~ start had 
been made on 21 Sop with tho demolition of the ports of 
Rotterdam and ~·J:nsterda;11.~:~ Strong pressure from Nijmege n 
towards .hrnhem had boon re ::ielloa_ by pulling together local 
res erves. East and wost of Eindhoven the enemy had penetrated 
Gorman lines. O.B. Wos t notified !.,. GD B of a t eleDhonic 
communication from OKTN according to which the Filhror desired 
that on both side s of Eindhoven tho withdrawal movement of 
First Parachute l':rmy be carried out only in the event of 
enemy :i;:iressure. The pur~1ose of this was to maintain as long 
as possible a situation tha t the enemy had adl!litt e d to be 
unpl easant , CW. D. O.B. 1\Test, 22 3o?_:l) 

65. J'~ Gp G: Command of the .:\.r my Group had passed 
from Col Gen Blaskowitz**to General of Panzer Troo~s HernEnn 
Balck. - The enemy was ex:ort inf; :') ross ure on .many points. 
The Ffihrer had concurred with O.B. w·est 's Dl an for an attack 
by Fifth Panzer .,'...r my towards Nancy. However, tho ground which 
had already boon t aken to safeguard the assembly area of the 
-~rmy 1 had been lost a ba in in tho meant ime. (Ibid) 

*Demolitions virtually count er manded by 0 . B. Vfo st on 23 Sep 
as delotorious to Gorrmn S-boat and supply operat~ons. (W.D. 
O.B. Wost, 23 Sop ) . 

** ' Col .Gen Blaskowitz, a high-minded ro pros ontativo of the 
old army, had been tolorato d only because ho vra s neodod. He 
ha d been 01~enly in disfavour since 1939 , when ho had submitted 
pointed reports on Gorruan ac1i11inistrative practices in l?oland 
(Zimmermann, A Study in Con:unana. , p. 5 8) • Desp ite g ood work in 
difficult c ircwnstancos he was n ow being .mado t he scapegoat 
for tho reverses of .·'...rmy G1"oup G ,, - On or a bout 20 Sop he wan 
abruptly r olievod of his cm,1J,12 nd (0 ,c .l\LH ., F.S.B., MS - L999, 
von Mellenthin, .t •. Gp G, 20 :Sep - 8 Nov 4L~ , p. VIII) ( 981.L\.GpG 
(Dl)). Records show that Rundstodt had been unable to prevent 
his r ocall: 

In a renewed r o·•)ort .to ox::,r, OB '·\Test 
set forth the dove loix1onts in the situation 
of Nineteenth ~..r.m.y which forced it to g ive 
up the salient f orNard of the Vos ges , He 
stre ssed in ~articular ...• that no blurae 
could be attached to tho co;x1mander of /\.r.my 
Group G. (w.n. O.B. West, 19 Sep) 
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23 Sop 

66. .Major activities ro.na ined confined to tho area 
of the airlandings. ~1{ith tho situation still fluid and an 
improvement in the weather :predicted, O.B. Wost was apprehensive 
of renewed landings from. tho air. Indeed, in the ef ternoon 
British forces wost of !.i.r .nhem wore SUi):pliod from tho air, tvro 
battalions landed botvvoon _r..rnhom and lTijmo gen, others SE of 
Nijmegen, and about 480 care;o-glidors SiJJ of Nij .L1egon. The 
latter descent was obviously a reaction to tho Ger:~n threat 
to the corridor, but the landing SE Fijrt10gen might indicate a 
forthcoming attack on the area between Rhine and }fuas. In 
view of this aggravation of tho situation, O, B. \'!est ordere a_ 
tho immediate transfer of 108 Pz Bdo to the area of Goch. 
(W, D. O.B. West, 23 Sop) 

24 Sep 

67, Uttering strident cries of alar_;::i had over been 
Model's way of getting reserves. But Rundstodt's concurrence 
with Model's viows at tho time ina_icat os that at the Western 
com.iiland at least tho descents of 23 Sep had created a state 
of acuto concern. At 1300 hrs Model communicated his fears and 
suggestions to Rundstedt. He said the situ3tion on tho northern 
wing of ,_\. Gp B had a_e teriora t od since 17 Sep because the enoriy 
had been able to reinf orco himself whilst Gornan reinforco.m.ents 
had boon inado auato. In conse aue nco the o-r:n:i onent had been 
delayed, but not definitely pro'v ontod fror1-acqcuiring a baso 
for a thrust to the Ruhr. Unless First :?arachuto .L:.cr,iy was mado 
strong enough to hold tho ondangored sector, the now airlandings 
might load to critical dovolop..:::lG nts. The 01;rponont was re
inforcing the operation for the pur~ose of breaking also into 
the area between the Rhine and 1'/Iaas in a sector where thero 
were no permanent fort if icat ion.. It vvas nocossar~r therof ore 
to move additional Gornan forcos to that sector, if necessary 
from other parts of tho front. Model then described in 
detail the action suggest ed and the forces re quired. (~ Gp B, 
Weekly Reports and :Misc Docs, OJ2. cit, l.. Gp B, Ops No. 7743/44, 
24 Sep 44,. signed Model) 

68 _. Rundstedt in turn advised OICW that he was 
supplementing his r e cent a Jx:-ir0ciation of the situation in the 
following sense: 

( Note: I. arrator's condensation) 

Encountering strong e nemy concentra tions 
Fifth Panzer - ~-rmy 's attack had bogge d down; 
a resur.a:0tion was without promis e and could 
only lead to further wast8 of strengt h . 

On tho oth0r hand tho renewed strong 
airlandings in the a fternoon of 23 Sep 
had strengthened tho surmise that the 
enemy intended a \i.uick capture of the area 
betwe en Maas and Rhine and a subso c~uent 

pincer movoi11ont from that area and from 
Aachen to the Rhonish-Wostphs.lian industrial 
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district. This was the point of acut G danger, 
by comparison all other a s ~octs had rocodod 
in ll111ortanc e , 

-~ s it was tho j.:"e fore necessary to renounce 
all othEl r plans, pa rticularly t he un:Jromising 
attack by Fifth ~?anz or .'.r Jly, 0 LB. \,Vest wa s 
re questing authority to tra nsf er pa rts of 
Fifth Panze r _ ~_rmy (L, 7 :'? z Corps, 111, 112 and 
113 Pz Bdes) bohind his threa t ened a nd de c i sively 
i~portant right wing. 

ThG consO (LUent further weakonin2. of _'...rmy 
Gp G would de::iand a. step by step withdrawal to 
the Vosgas ~osition. 

Re ce nt de ve lop2onts indicated that t ho 
situation of Fi fteenth and First Parc. chutG 
.. : __ r .r;1i es would be co.me ·:·Jr ogress i vely ;;1o:eo 
difficult. In viow of the r e l atively small 
forc e s a va ilabl e , tho de f e nc e of t ho Gor man 
aroa demanded the -oreservation of t h os e two 
-~mio s. : [;radual -- withdrawal behind the :Maas, 
Waal, and t ho extende d Nostwall seu~·,iod thoroforo 
ne cessary; t he Scholdt estuary was t o 'oo dGfGnded 
in any cc:so. 

In thG opinion of 0 . 3 . \'\Test the sugt_;ostod 
withdrawals woro ne cessary to insure a ti.aoly 
gathering of r e sorvos for tho big battle to bo 
expe cted in tho .",.rnhem- Aachen s e ctor. 

(W.D. 0, B. ~Vo st, 2 L1r Sop ) 

69. Still on ·cho s ame day 010.V told tho ·west ern 
cor!1mand over tho tolG J!hono tha t the Ffillr cr had turned down 
the req_uests contained i n thG a P};re ciation of tho s a.:ue day , 
The order for Fifth :1?anzer -~-ray Ts attack tm:;ards Raney was 
to re.main in force. _·_o.O. itional verbal advance orders were 
issued during the lat t or :·_)art of tho day (ibid), e. nd early 
on 2.5 Sep the whole compl ex of qu e stions was cov ei~o d b y a 
Ftihrer Order {para 70 below). . .-~t t he hour when h odel and 
Rundstedt translat ed t he ir vision of an im~ediate Rhineland 
attack into jittery ra co":ID'.l.e ndations, t hey did of course not 
know wha t the da y would brin5 . But Hitler, particularly at 
the tirae of issuin; his formal directiv e , had learnt from 
the day's reports (sitwest for 24 se,) that there ha d been 
no major attacks and no now l a ndings frmil tho air. 

70. 
2.5 Sep. 

2.5 Sop 

Tho FlihrGrts Orde r was transmitted at 0.500 hrs 
In e ss ence Hitlor do .r.mnded: 

(a} destruct ion of enGay i n .. '..rnhem -
Nijmegen ·aro a. ; 
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(b ) southern front of Fift eenth _·:._rmy and wes t orn 
front of First ~?arachutG _-_r ;J.y to bo he ld 
i n ~;:ire s ont lines; and onoilly bridgehead 
so ut h of Hol~ond to bo olimi nat od or 
s oal od-off at l east; 

( c) gap bet wee n Fift eent h _' .. r my a nd First 
Par a chute _:,_r m.y a t Ve gh e l t o be closed; 

{ d) _:\:rmy Group G to stand f a st forward of 
Vos ge s posit ion. To :-Qer rJ.i t mobilo 
01Jer a t i ons i n area Dus s-Noneny-Luneville 
no :panzer d i v i sions' panzer brigade s or ]; a n ze r 
c;r enadi er di visions to be take n ffV"Ja } f ro11 
~·::.rra.y G-r o u :p ; 

{e ) i n a ddition to f ormations a lready n a do 
availabl e , 9 and 116 Pz Divs t o bo to 
Fir st Pa r a ch ute _:_r my [ f rom _:\a che n area ~ ; 

(f ) Chie f of Replac ement _'...rmy to l oca t e 
stronges t ] Ossibl o forc e s i n ~ortharn 
Holla nd. 

(_\ G_p B, Flihr e r Orders and M:isc 
Docs, o~o cit, O. B. w·est Ops l--To. 
839/tr4 , citing in f ull> .:.dolf 
Hitler, WFSt Op s l''.o. 773518, 
Top Se cret, of 25 S o] 44 , 
dis patched 0.50 0 hrs) (981 . .' .. G:pB(D2)) 

A photosta t i c r eproduction and a transla tion 
of this orde r appea r a t __ 'ippendix ::n :i to t ho pr o.sent report. 

71. I nstruct ions to car r y out t he Filllrer f s dema nds 
had alrea dy b e en issued on 24 Se p on t he ba sis of t e l ephonic 
advan ce infor;:ia tion frm1 OKHT. ~Jowhe:re during t ho day, 
howovor, did tho Ge r .cJ.an na~rn any substantial progress . 2.56 
and 361 VGD' s we r e be i ng transf erre d to l'~orthern Holla nd, 
but to be g i n with t hey would be unde r O.B. West only for 
supply and i n the eve nt of an enc.Lily l anding from t he air. 
(W. D. O. B. 11ro st, 25 So ~J ) 

26 Sop 

72. Heavy pressure a ga i nst Fifteent h . ...rmy was 
continuing . Furthe r east 2 SS :i?z Cor:os r eport e d tho 
e l imina tion of t he l a st ol c.m.ents of 1 Brit -~' -i i--b Di v 7 t hus 
ha ving de f ea t ed t he att empt to cross t he Weder-Rijn. British 
pr essurG aga i nst t he blocki ng line south of ,.'.rnhem. W3 S be ing 
.L.ia inta i ne d. The Gor.o.a n a ttoLJ.pt t o d estroy t h e _-',llie d forces 
bGt weon the Ko de r-? ij n a.nd t ho l"i'aal was s e t for 30 Se _p; 
9 a n d 116 Pz Di v wo r e to p articipa t e . There wer e no signs of 
a n early at tack i n the __ ·,_a ch on a r oo. . Fifth :.?aa zc r _'-r.i:ilY' s 
atta ck was ma k i ng progr ess; Ni ne t eenth -=~rr11y wa s still under 
strong press uro . (1.1! . D. 0. 3 . ·~lo st, 2 6 Sop ) 
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27 Sep 

73. From thu ·.)oint of viow of tho o:L~t.hodox 

strategist tho c~o livery of tho ---~lli oc, coup de : ~:race in the 
Wost wa s ove rdue. Onc o again , however, tho strange 
combination. of intuition , ca lculdtion and coLu·ago of dospo. ir 
in Hi tlor' s .mind had. .c,1«1C..o hir,1 s onso a fl sgging of t .i::e onG.ny is 
driv e a t a ti,·10 when h is own gene r als coule_ soe no-clling out 
black clouds. - Moro th2n that , ho had just s ot his sta ff 
to ca lculat e tho f orco s required for r oGa ining tho initiative 
by a massive thrust a t the tiE:1e when ba d flying woethor would 
Lia~co it possible t o establish a st a te of ~ocal suporiorit,y 
in a suitabl e sccto:c. (Do r '.'!oston, 2.5 ) - 2.5b) 

74 . ·Jher eas t ho t wo 1!1io ld :urarsha ls hac1 bo on 
thinking of &uf 0ns i vo act i on, Hitler? s order of 2.5 So :;> had 
doraanded at t a cks i n ::'; io.ol~1 s e:·1arated sectors . riundst edt 
oxainine d tho situation t o soc 1.vhat was )Os s~:_ blo, and on 27 
,So p reported tho followin:::-~ i nt entions for tJ.10 nortl:s r n 1.v- ing : 

(1) 2 Para Cor·')s to c om·~·"J1'"'0S'3 t he enez;:y 
bridgEJheacf -a t Wijme g on; 

(2 ) 2 SS ~z Corps (with a lts 9 and 116 
/ z Divs undor conmand) to dos tro? t hG 
forc e s bot v-rGGn l~o dcr-~djn and nas l; 

(3) upon complet ion of (1) and (2) 
both Cor ~s to att empt reaching tho 
lino v·raai - l\1aa s-'.'ia :~ 1 CHnal. 

CircW!lstancas f or'Ja de any other tactics than 
indiv idual thrusts by stronG assault grou~s. 
For a!l attac~c of tha ri§.ht wing on ·1Teghel 
his f orcos V"voro not strong enough . 

( i'T D v • • 0 .,.., T",T _,_ 2n S ) • .-::i . \,8Sv, / Cy 

75.. I n tho ;·.1eantir:io H . Q. . 12 ,SS Cor:Js h ::, a. a1· r ive d 
and asSlm.aa c OiiL:.·1and of 1.'T' irst Jl ,?, r &chl1-t 0 .':..r:1y ts elo.ment s wost 
of Lrnhom, thus 2aking it possibl e for Ht~. 2 SS I'z Corgs to 
devote itself oxclu,s ivol? to t ho conduct of tho o ~_;s :;_' ations 

between .Arnhem and I.''.1j:::::.ogsn . OEW h aO. ; ivon orders to 
transf er 256 VGD , 361 VGD, t wo SS MG 3ns anc1 the Ilocco Bn 
of 1 SS J?z Div to l\:orth Holland as on Ol0.': Hos orve . ·· 766 G .J-I.Q, . 
/:..rty Ede was to .mov o to tho ~ ·,rosol - E_-,:i_:ae :t.'ich a r ea, 363 VGD 
was to follow a s soori as its fr-s t battlG group would 'bo 
fully organiz0d . 

(Ibid, 27 :Sep ) 
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28 Sep 

76. OKW told 0 .3 ! Wost the one.my S GGl!lG d no longe r 
bent on envelop ing tho ' 'Jost 'Vall from tho r1orth, but r athe r 
on cutting off Fifteenth .. 'xmy and the ~'...rmo d Forces Comm.and 
Netherlands. With ~rn oyo to future operations, and consia.ering 
the present paucity of forces, tho Filllrer had concurred 
with 0.B. We stVs suggestion to desist from an attack a gainst 
tho deep flank of Secon d British ... \rmy in tho Voghol aroa . 
Accordingly 0 ,B . ~·est 's i rnHo dia to next tasks wor e : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

to defeat tho onomy botwoon Rhine and 
Maas i n tho a r ea ~

1
ragoningen-.\rnhom

Nijmegon- G-ravo; 

to Iaalrn Fif t e enth :...r.my strong Gnough to 
hold its yr os ont front ; 

to urot oct tho lifo lines of F ift3onth 
::..rmy aga inst any k i nd of atta ck. 

(Ibid , 28 Sep ) 

77. In tho day 's t a ctica l devolO).:ilents First 
Para chute ~;.rmy lost its bridgehead a t 1:rva go ning on ; in tho 
~\achon a r ea 116 :?z Div had bee n rolieved by 2 1~ 6 VC-D; on tho 
southern wing Fifth :1 anzo1" .~'J:my 's atta ck h a d .not with sono 
initial success but hold no further promise . Tho right 
wing of Nineteenth _:..rmy had ga ine d som.o f irmnoss as e. r os ul t 
of Fifth. Panzer ..':..r.mJr' s atta ck, but in the Bolf ort a rea a 
premature withdrawal to tho Vos ges :positions could be 
avoided only by moving-in additional forc e s . To mitigate 
that situation, 106 P z Bdc and the P z G·r e n Div woro g iven 
orders to mov e frorn First _·_rmy to Ni notoenth .. '..r.my . 

29-30 Sop 

78. Do vo loy;:,1ents during tho l ast two days of 
SoptGmber a re of intere st ma inly to tho stude nt of i ndiv idua l 
opero.tions. -- 0.B. F es t took stops to divort a considera ble 
numbe r of roplacomo nt b o.ttalions t o dopl ot o d .:'...rm.y Group G 
(\'f .D. O.B. Wost , 29 a nd 30 Sop). Looki ng bac~{: on tho events 
of Se ~Jtombor, tho _'l.ll ios could find s a tisfa ction in having 
virtually ejected tho Ger m.ans fron Fr anco, while tho Germ.ans 
may have found soiile fl oating sola ce i n t ho thought of hav ing 
G:k'trica ted th llJ.s o lvos from a situation fraught vJ'ith the 
danger of sudden collapse. 
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1 - 8 Oct 

79. During t hG first wook of Cctobor t ho .. -~li io s 
maintained stGady prGss uro ago. inst a ll Ge::.."'.:ia n .: .. r ii1i cs in tho 
\'fost, but the Gor£JDns wor o a blG to pr event any i~1s. j or loss e s 
of ground. In tho ar ea of Fiftoe nth .:~rny, '.1a lchoren Island 
was being flooded by wat ers coming in through dy~:o s tha t 
had boen breached fron t ho 2 i r . First :·· C1 r a ch ut o ..:·.,.rmy' s 
counterattack in tho Nijmogon s Gctor bo6eod down a nd was 
abandoned. Sovonth ~·.:r:1y wa s under sovor e :pressure i n tho 
...': .. achon area and oxpoct od an immodia t o _·.J..liod ass3ult. _'._rmy 
Group G was undGr pressure a t various ·)oints but J~1an3go ci. to 
maintain a coherent fro~t by yielding further ground. 
(C.R.S. - 75144/27, W. D. O. B. Nost ( ~Gp D), October 1944 , 
1 - 8 Oct, passim) ( 981c ~r(n6o) ) 

80. In the ~oant ime n uch t hought h~ d boon given 
at tho highest Gorman ~ua7ters to the stra teg icul countor
stroko under contempla tion . Since tho beginning of October 
the soctor east of Liege ha d co.;.:~o to bo re garde d in growing 
measure as the area most s uitable for such a t hrust. It was 
the same area where t ho breakthrou3h ha d been £!lade in 1 94 0; 
suitable reconnaissance and ex}orie nce r Gports were on ha nd 
as far as they had not :perished in tho f iro a t the : ...rchi vo s 
in 1941. Calculations he. a_ beo n ria do of the forces that could 
be made available if thor o would be no further serious 
deterioration in the situation. i lternativo plans for thrusts 
from the Netherlands, from tho Liego-:_a chon area, from 
Lu.."'Cem.bourg, from Lorra ine, a nd from ._Us a co he.d boe n woi ghod. 
A thrust from Venlo t owards -~-ntwer·1 ha d boon r o j e ct od a s too 
risky, tho three l ast nciEe d. pos s ibilit ies ha cl f ound no favour, 
but orders had been g i ven to ;1r o)ar 0 ~.') lanning }::i.:;iors for a 
thrust from the Lioge··_"..s chen a r oa . .":..l most i m'-11edia t ely it 
became a~parent that alt orna t iv os ono a nd t wo would havo to 
be combined. The end r es ult wa s a pla n whcroby tho ontir o 
British Lrmy Group and tho :~norican f orcos in tho ~achen area 
wore to be cut off by means of a t hrust towa rds -'~ntwerp 

from tho area south of _ .. _.s. chen and no1~the rn Lu:x:o.:,ibourg . 
(Der Weston, 25?-260) 

9 o·ct 

81. Lt tho fighting front in tho mo antliilG tho 
situation was bGing a g:g r a v o. tod by tho cloarl,y discorniblo 
intention of First Cana dia n .1'-r·my to ga in control of the 
Scholdt estuary by all moans, ther eby enabling tho _::J.lie s to 
mako uso of tho port ~t long l ast. Considering t his serious 
aspect in conjunction with the threat e ning double onvolopmont 
of tho ~·..achon r Ggion v.~1ct tho f a ct t ha t !.:rray Group C- vms 
being bled more and moro without receiv ing a dequate roinforco
raents, O.B. Wost r e porte d his situation to Jodl with the 
significant re quest t hat t ho Flihre r bo informe d of his views 
(A Gp B, Weekly Report s and Misc Docs, 212. cit, O.B. Yost, Ops 
No. 850/1;4, of 1130 hrs 9 Oct 44 ). O.B . ~re st mado tho 
following points and r oo ucsts: 
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[Condensed] 

In tho a r ea of :J'if t oenth : .. r m:/ tho r:.10st 
dangc: rous situation was north of :,.ntwor) whero 
the onomy wa.nt od to s e ize tho l and bridgo t o 
~'lalchoron . 

_.::..s tho enc.01,Y 's strength in the : .. rnhom
Nijmogon s e ctor and at ~a chen ~ro cludod the 
transf er of for cos to Fiftoonth -~-r.m.y, tha t 
:..rmy would have t o strengthen its right wing a t 
tho expense of its l eft wing. This .:1oant a 
shortening of th0 front bot woon Tilbui"'g a nd 
Hort ogonbos ch. The right wing of First :•.)ar& chuto 
-'~rmy would have t o assu:.10 a dofensive ~;ios turo, 

particularly s o be ca use the situation a t ::.achen 
might nalrn it nc:cesse.ry for 2 8.S ~? z Cor})S to 
div ert more of its own f orc e s to that aroa . 

_\uthority was therc foro roq_uostcd for 
the ova cus -i:; ion of tho -~..rnhoLl bridgehead. 

Tho ~o int of gr eat es t dange r for tho ont iro 
Wes t ern fro nt as a whole was a t the l"'ight wing 
of Seventh :_rmy, whore a double onve lo:9nont of 
tho gr eater _'_a chon nr oa was clearly indica ted . 
Constant disrunt ion of tho r a il cmmunicat i ons 
was dola yinG tho a rrival of r o inforce.ri1oats. 
It would hardly bo possible to e limi nate t ho 
dents i n t he front on both sides of ..:· __ a chen ; to 
tho contral"'~r , t ho onomy mi ght tight en his gri9 
on the cit~1 • I n accordance with the Ffillror' s 
ordors an~ a t tho risk of losing 246 I nf Div , 
orders ha d boon issued to dof end tho city to tho 
l a st. 

_',.t t ho fr ont of .. :.xmy Grou:;? G- tho ono.:-iy was 
encloavouring to unhinge Motz fr om tho South and 
t o ga i n ~oss oss ion of the Vosgos defile s by 
attacks on a b1"oad front betwe en Lunovillo and 
Luro. ::..:rmy Group G would havo to c ont inue 
off oring do l a ying r e s istnnco with u .m.inir.11um 
of f orc es , thcHGby buying ti.me for tho i nprovo
lilGnt of tho Vos gos position. It mi ght bo co.J10 
necessary to t alrn ba ck tho Motz bridgehead to 
tho Moselle . 

The princi:pal r eas on for tho rocont succe sses 
of tho enorn.y ha d b oon tho l a c k of o•)orntional 
r osorvos 1 whi ch had -)r ovontod tho t L !2.oly con
centration of dofo n co f orcos whore tho noo d 
would a ris o . Q,uiot s e ct ors had a lrea dy boon 
woakenod grea tly and c ould n ot bo furt he r de nuded. 
It wa s necessary, the r oforo , to r oquost tho 
transf 6r of tho ro cu~orating troo~s of Sixth 
Panz e r !,:rmy to tho n r oa Ens chGdo -Borkon-
Hal t cr n -HeI:lm- Mlinstor-Rh ino . 
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In addition 0.B . Wost asked for tho 
immediate des ~)atch of soven replacement· battalions 
and for an increase in tho flow of anti-tank 
weauons and arnmunitions to his co~uand . 

10 Oct 

82 •. Tho condition of tomporarY stalomato was 
plainly evident as an uneventful day at the fronts was 
rounded out by an uninspired routine r eply to Rundstodt's 
situation report. 0.3. \'Vost was directed to consider as his 
most important tasks: 

{l) to koop tho enemy from gaining ontra nco 
to tho port of ... "..ntwerp; 

{2) to ma intain contact between Fifteenth 
... 'trm.y and First Parachute _::.rmy; 

(3) to keep the enemy from invading the 
ind.ustrial region of .. ;.achon; tho city to 
bo defended till it l~y in ruins. 

In addition tho Fflhr·3r forbade th0 evacuation 
of the Metz bridgehead for the reason that this would l ead 
quickly to the loss of the entire Moselle line. North of Metz 
some ground might be yielded under :pressure but vvith due regard 
to the im.1Jortanco of gaining ti.mo for the i.m.:i? rovo.ment of the 
rearward lines of defonco. (]))r Weston, 210-211) 

11-13 Oct 

83. In the vo.rious active s ectors of ),.rmy Group B 
Allied prossuro was continuing ; at tho front of ~rmy Group G 
comparative quiet prevailed. O.B. West noted in tho war diary 
that :1..rmy Group B had no 011orational reserves of any kind and 
thus would be unable to interv ene at tho foc al points of the 
expected attacks. It vms tho ref oro important to free for this 
purpose at least a part of tho armoured formations committed 
at tho front of Army Group G. Tho first formation to be 
shifted from the southern to the northern _~:.rmy Group would 
be 15 Pz Gren Div. Moreov er, :~my Group G would havo to 
prepare itself for tho transfer olsewhoro of tho headquartors 
staffs of Fifth Panzor -~:..rmy a nd 47 J?z Cor·os. {W.D. O.B. Wost, 
11-13 Oct 44) -

84. · From lato October to 16 December 19lr4 the war 
diary of O.B. Wost carried so.Iilo rather cryptic renarks. This 
was duo to the strict security regulations surrounding 
everything connected with tho forthc ming offensive . Unavoid
able entries were sometimes couched in such vague language that 
only after the beginning of tho J..rdennes offensive it was 
possible to discern their _true meaning. During tho period in 
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question tho prosnoctive O!)Oration was being r oferrod to as 
11Abwehrschlacht 11 tDefonsivo Battle) • .:,_ f ew hours before tho 
beginning of the offensive , however, a SJ!o cial entry in tho 
war diary placed earlier statomonts into the ir tru.o pors po ctivo . 
With regard to a certa in ordor issued in t ho early part of 
October, Schramm. noted : 

,Special circumstancos existod in tho 
case of an order issued by Chief OK:.'V on 12 Oct~ 
for it s orvod to explain and CQmouf l ago tho 
i m.mino.rit assenbly of troo~1s for our own offonsivo 
from tho Eifol aron , for which o-.1oration tho 
basic outlines had bocono f irr1 by that tine . 
Tho [various] com.Band headquarters in tho 'Nest 
were told by Chiof OK.V tha t tho O}?ponents he.d 
me ntally prepared their po oylo s for an early 
victory, and that it was not ye t possibl0 to 
shatter t ho one.my vs expectations by ri1oans of an 
offensiv e . It was t herefore all tho moro 
important to ~osition tho [strategical] r0s orves 
in a manner that would ensure full success for 
the i m.-oonding def ens i vo battle , In tho .no ant i nc 
da y to day casual tics at the front would be maa_e 
up by moans of stop gap measures. (Dor ~:fo sten, 211) 

8.5. ..'~ccording to Schramm. , in the su.:10 ora_o r tho 
pros pective activity in tho r oar ar0as was explained. to tho 
various command authorities in tho son~e that tho Filllror ha d 
de cided to ass emble t he operational r eserv es about to arrive 
('3ixth Panzer Army, V.G. Divs, Arty and Mortar Bdos , G.H.Q,. 
troops) as an OKlN reserve behind tho northern part of tho 
western front . 

(1) 

( 2 ) 

( 4 ) 

Tho bulk of tho f orcos would bo assoHblod 
loft of tho Rhino behind tho southern wing 
of First Parachut e .:\.rl!ly o.nd tho northern 
wing of Sevent h _J'.my . 

Ono Panzer Corps and t wo t o throe .w.ob ilo 
f or"TI.ntions would bo withdrawn from. .":rr"-Y Group 
G by 31 Oct a nd placed as an OX:H reserve in 
thG area Trabon-Trarba ch-Trier-St. "'do ndol
Kais erslaut orn. Two V.G. Divs would also 
bG despatched to that area. 

Uncorna.ittod for.t:J.ations wore to ro11min OI0·7 

r es erves and not to b e employed except in 
grave emer gency for a count orthrust and 
then a s a compact forc e . 

Suunlios of amLlunitions, fuel, sign2l and 
eng'inEJor matorials wero to be accu.Bulat od 
in certain particularly endanger ed s ectors 
and consider ed as OI\W r esorvos. 
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86. On thnt sa.:no 12 Oct RundstGdt nBdo o. r oq.u ost 
fo:r a third ~ ...rnv Group Hoadouartors for tho •:._rost ;:to free 
_'.;.rmy Group B [HQ] for-tho focal area:• (for translation of · 
relevant war dia ry entry soc Historical Se ction (G-S) Report 
No . 69 ~ para 1 42 ) . The ordo:.:' for tho transf er of 1.5 Pz C-rGn 
Div to ..:\rm.y Group B (:;1ara 83 above) was issuod on 13 Oct. 
On l o and 1 4 Oct the hoadqua:rtors of O.B. West wero transfor:rod 
to ZiegenbGrg (apj)X 8 lG'. U Bad Nauholi1, in tho ge neral area 
of Frankfurt a/_I) ( ~ "T . D. 0 , B. VJ'e st 1 11-13 Oct) . Tho 0 , B. 
TVest portion of tho OKH Schorilatic Order of Bettle of tho 
Gorman _'),_r mios as on 13 Oct 44 , ap~9o ars as _\)pondix ;;E:; to 
tho i)resent Re'?ort , (C .R. S. - OKH, Periodic Scho.uiat ic Ordors 
of Battle of tho Ger.nan .. \ r ay ) (Photostat of com]?leto document: 
981 . 04.5 (Dl) ) 

14-16 Oct 

87. On 14 Oct O.B. Yest issue d orders for tho 
i ;r. ·~::: d.iato trans for of hoadouarters Fifth Panzer _ _':_r;;1y vd th its 
-"iI'l!l.Y tr oo:p::, fron .:irny Group· G to the aroa oast of _:\achon. On 
1.5 Oct ther e was consia_ornl.J lo fighting at tho Bovoland isthmus 
and nea r .i.'i.achon . O.B. ·~:i\To st indirectly foretold coming events 
by noting that the doplotod division in tho Breskons pocket 
would bo unable to hold tho bridgehead without outside help. 
while o.t ::..a chon tho situation was beyond r o~:io dy unloss !:.lliod 
air activity we..s curbed, seasoned format ions novod in ana_ 
sufficient tl.Illi':l.unitions and roplaceraents brought up (~'!.D. O.B.-
1'fost, 14 Oct) , all of which could not bo done at tho non!ont . -
OXJN in tho .m.oantim.o wecs quietly pursuing its own designs and 
announced tho forthcoming despatch of 18 VG Div to ..:'..ray 
G:roup B, where it vvas to r oliove 2 SS I'z Div for rest and 
::-ef itt :ing unde r Sixth Panzer .. ...rmy . The day was charactorizod 
"uy very heavy fighting at tho two I.Jain focal points: J'J.outh 
of the .Sche ldt and _'..achon. Tho land connGction with ."/alchoron 
'.n s now considered lost, a t _'.'..achen the Gorn an corridor to tho 
city had boGn narrowed to a width of. 300 notros, which meant 
J.: :iat a fu:rther reinforcing of th o garrison was no longe r 
possible . !...rmy Group G reported growing pressure in tho 
Dlodenhof on- Mo tz so ct or and at tho centre of 1'Tinetoonth _'....rmy. 
(Ibid) 

17-·18 Oct 

88. Tho bat tle of !,_achen was drawing to a close . 
GGrman at t orJ.pts to regain access to the city failed. Stroot 
fi ghting was in yrogro ss in the southern quarters of tho city. 
Tho Gor2 :i.n garrison r o}!orted that its strength has boon 
r e duced to 1200 man . O. B. 1V'ost replied by drawing attention 
to the Flihror's order to dofond tho city to tho last man . 
Tho Broskens Pocket was under prossuro fron cast and south. 
Tho flooding of rfalchor on for cod tho Gornuns on tho island to 
r egroup. Tho appearance of additional strong - ·~lliod fornations 
in. tho Nijm.ogon aroo. and a t the Maas bridgohoad was taken to 
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indicate the enemy's intention of eliminating the Maas 
bridgehead and delivering a thrust from Nijino gon towards tho 
Southeast. (':v- .n. 0.B. Wost, 17-18 Oct) 

19 Oct 

89. In tho absonco of any unoxpo ctod dovolop.ments 
at the front, 0.B. ~fost tackled OI~\r on tho question of ro
inf orcoments. .!:..t that time ho was not fully aware of the 
plans for tho !::.rdonnos offensive and may well have boon 
anxious to learn more :)rocisoly what OK1.'f intended to do with 
tho forces it was hoarding while ho was pleading for troops. 
During the early part of tho day ho had already inf ormod OK\V 
about tho urgent needs of Nineteenth .:.:.rmy; lotor in the day 
he despatched a now over-all ost imato in which ho nado tho · 
following points: 

For a front of about 1000 kn ho had 41 
infantry divisions and ton mobile divisions 
with a total combat value of 27 full infantry 
divisions and 6t panzer divisions. 

Thoy woro facing enen1y formations amounting 
to 42 infantry divisions, 18 panzer divisions 
and 11 panzer brigades, all be ing constantly 
roinforcod to full strength. 

Casualties in tho Vost from 1 Sop to 
15 Oct had boon appx 1)0,000 men. Transfers 
to other fronts and to tho rear aroa for 
rejuvenation had absorbed another 86,ooo 
mon. During the s8.!!le period ho had r ocGivod 
1)2,000 mon, so that on balance his strength 
had boon reduced by 84,000 men. Tho forces 
on hand would not suff ico to hold tho front 
for long. 1.'Jhat ho needed was an additional ton 
infantry and four panzor divisions. More over, 
the formations of Sixth Panzer ·1:.1.rm.y ought to bo 
moved up in good time and not wait for tho 
critical moment when demolished bridges and 
railway installations would prevent their 
timely arrival.* 

(Ibid, 19 Oct) 

20-23 Oct 

90. Fighting continued at tho previously reported 
pressure points. Allied attacks a gainst tho southern front 
of Fifteenth .!,_rmy and air attacks on tho bridges in tho r oar 
area of that lttmy woro taken to indicate that the opponent 
was endeavouring to clc or the r eur areas for a projected 
eastward thrust. Moderating moro far-r eaching demands from · 
.t .. Gp B, and granting limited oxomptions in s pecial cases, 

*rt is possible that this demand prompt ed Hitler to break 
his silence regarding tho planned offonsivo. In any case, the 
rocords show that tho Chiefs of Staff O.B. Wost and L Gp B 
dopartod for Hitler's headquart ers on 21 Oct and wore - informed 
of tho ponding plans on 24 Oct (paras 91 and 93 below). 
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O.B. Wost ~ave orders for tho troons in tho roar aroa to 
deliver 75~ of their pistols and Gorman machine guns, as well 
as 501o of their rifles to the troops in tho fi ghting zono. 
(Ibid, 20 Oct ) 

91. .:~t 1130 hrs 21 Oct tho wirel ess sta tion of 
the .'l_achen garrison ro:nortod for tho last tine and signed off. 
Honcof orth the most important L~mediato tasks would be tho 
endeavours to retain control of tho :Scholdt Estuary and to 
keep tho enemy from gaining p.ossossion of what would be tho 
roar areas for a thrust from tho ~achon aroo.. General 
Westphal (c. of s. O.B. ,'rest) loft for o. conf er ence o.t tho 
Fflhrerts Headquarters. (Ibid, 21 Oct) 

92. On tho noxt day the coIIlI':landor of :.J:riiy Group B 
issued a report in which he stressed once more the groat need 
of strungthoning Fiftoonth ".'...rmy and montionod tho complet e 
failure of tho astomacha troops who had boon I!lado available 
as roinforcomonts. Tho report wns to bo r olayoa_ to C. of S. 
O .. B. ·wost :1who is still at thG BFtf.hror's Hoo.dq_uartorsn. In 
tho moantinlG Fifth Panzer l.:rmy had assUBod command· of 12 SS 
Corps and 81 Cor;_:is (both forward of tho DUssoldorf-Cologno 
line) • Tho transfer of HQ, 47 Pz Corps to ;_-:,_ Gp B was in 
progress. Except for tho area of Fiftoonth _'J>my, tho wostorn 
front .was quiot. (Ibid1 20-23 Oct) 

24 Oct 

93. Fighting on 24 Oct followed the currant 
pattern of prossuro on Fifteenth ,\ rmy and onga gomonts of 
merely local nature at tho balance of the front. Tho return 
of General Westphal from tho Ftlhror's Headquarters was 
recorded without any roferonco to the subjects discussed 
(Ibid, 24 Oct) . It is generally known, however, that 1:-!estphal 
a'!id"'K:i-obs wore rocoivod by Hitler on this day and givon a 
certain amount of information on tho forthcoming offonsivo 
in tho \'fost. Westphal rolatos how in Septonbor and October 
tho main question had over boon tho ti.me of arrival of tho 
strong reinforceme nts promis e d by Hitler. 

Des:pito all urgings and pr·omptings OIG\T 
wra , ned itself in a de ep silence, and it was 
not until October 24 that tho vGil of secrecy 
was lifted. On this day I was ordGrod to 
r e port to Hitler's Headquart ers in East ]?russin, 
together with t ho Chief of the GonGral Staff 
of :...rmy Group B, General KrGbs. Thero we wore 
told varbally that about twGnty infantry and 
t on panzer divisions, oach with t on artillery 
corps and .mortar brigades, would roach tho 1Vost 
by the end of November or tho beginning of 
Docombor, together with numerous othor army 
formations ••• but these forc es wore intondod 
solely for offensive action. (General 
Siegfried Westphal, Tho German .:.w:my in t ho 
Wost, Cassell und Company Ltd, London, 
1951, :P• 178) 
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94. With Fiftoonth .:"...rmy in urgent need of supi)ort 
and no other practical solution in sightJ it was docidod to 
shift a battle group of 10 SS Pz Div fron·2 SS Pz Corps to 
the l eft wing of Fiftoonth /.:rmy. This was an acceptable 
risk because the opponent was known to have r omovod valuable 
divisions from tho Nijmogon-1:..rnhom area for tho attuck 
a gainst Fifteenth .. \ r rfl.y. .':..n.othor plan to bring soma r elief 
to Fifteenth ,\i-my was suggested by A Gp B in the form of a 
thrust by 47 Pz Cor:i?S from tho area of 86 Corps . 0 ~ B. 1:'!est 
approved in principle . (· :.r .D . O.B. '.Yo st, 24 Oct) 

9.5. During tho day OKiV announced tho forthcoming 
transfer to O.B . ~Vost of 4 and 1.5 Mort Edes and one artillery 
Corps 0 . B. West directed.that ono of tho brigades and tho 
arty corps bo placed in tho r oar area of First Parachute 
~rny for-ready inturvontion in tho ovont of a najor ·attack 
a gainst tho ~~nhom-.::..a chon s e ctor , Tho r onaining mortar 
brigade was to join Fifth Panzer ~\rmy. (Ibid) 

96. .!'i..llied rogroupings at . tho front of First .. '...rI'.ly 
soomod to herald a forthcoming major attack . In view of 
tho devastating effects of tho first assault on tho troops 
in tho main lino of rosistanco it would bo in~ortant to f orn 
reserves. Tho arrival of 361 VG Div had frood 11 ~z Div for 
this purpose , but n oro strength was needed. ::..rmy Group G 
was asked to oxamino whether 21 Pz Div could be withdrawn from 
tho right wing of Ninotoonth ~my, whoro tho onomy was not 
very strong in numbers. (Ibid) 

97. ~\s of 1200 hrs 25 Oct tho hoadq,ua.rtors staff 
Naval Group Wost (Marino Gruppon Kommando '.1ost) would carry 
tho dos ignation Naval Command Wost (Marine Oborkommando ~.Yost: 
M. O .K. ·Wost) • At tho samo t imo tho Channel Islan.ds ·and tho 
isolated fortresses would fall under its comm.and oxco ··)t for 
operations on land, for which 0 .B. "\Test would r emain directly 
responsible. (Ibid) 

23-26 Oct 

98. OKlV told O.B . Wost that a strengthening of tho 
German airforce was not nossible at tho moment. In tho event 
of a large scale onomy attack, however, strong fight er 
formations would be made available . O.B . West not od glumly 
that the exte nt of this sunDort would de cide tho outcome of 
tho O'lorations in tho Wost ~~ · - Fiftee nth .tt rmy romainod tho main 
target of /' ... llied pressure . Ground was lost at '\Toensdrocht , 
south of Rosendaal and at 's-Hortogonbosch. In view of tho 
urgent necessity of easing pr e ssuro on tho Fiftounth .,.\r my, 
O. B. \Vest gave tho signal for executing 4 7 Pz Corps' relief 
attack from the Vonlo bridgehead towards tho ·.vost. _...rmy 
Group B had intended to carry out tho attack with 9 ..1. z Div 
alone , but 0 . B. Vlost diroctod that the bulk of 1.5 P z Gron Div 
be moved to the wost sido of tho Maas for quicl.c exploitation 
in cas e of success. (~, 25 Oct) 
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99. O.B. Wost was informed that for the 
"Abwehrschlacht" (para 84 a.bovo) thirteen VG Divs would bo 
sent to the Wost in November, while two Para divs would bo 
placod at his disposal. Rundstodt renewed his re quest for a 
third Army Group Hoadq_uartors, or o.t loast a S:·:)Qcial Staff 
to direct tho operations of Fifteenth ... \rm.y, First Parachute 
l',:rmy and the Ar.med Forces Commander Netherlands. For commander 
he suggested Col Gen Blaskowitz. (Ibid, 26 Oct) 

27-28 Oct 

100. Events of interests were mainly cont incd to 
the area of Fiftoonth :lXIDY. (Tho principal developments havo 
boon related in Historical Section (GS) Report No. 69. paras 
169-176.) Seeing that tho Fifteenth Army was yielding 
further ground, the Ffihror dom.andod that the necessary 
withdrawals of tho .t:.rm.y bo carried out at tho slowest tom.po 
possible. O.B. West pointed out that tho land front of 
Fifteenth : i.rmy was defended by troops with a total combat · 
value of 21 full divisions, facing enemy forcos of six infantry 
divisions, throe armoured divisions and five armoured brigades• 
Failure to withdraw would mean the extinction of forces that 
were indisnensablo for tho re-establishment of a new front 
north of the Waal . Further east tho attack of 47 rz Cor·)s had 
bogged down without having attracted large forces from tho 
front of Fifteenth Arrey. · (Ibid, 27-28 Oct 44) 

29 Oct 

101. On this day all attention was focussed on tho 
plight of Fifteenth -~my (H.s. Report Ho. 69, paras 177-184}. 
Thero had been deop :penetrations at Breda and Molonstraat, 
and at mid-morning c. of s. O.B. Wost asked Jodl over tho 
telephone to obtain tho FUhror's consent for a withdrawal 
of Fifteenth ~'U:my across tho Waal. Hitler indicated that tho 
Army should remain south of tho Waal, but finally gave 
permission to fall back on largo bridgeheads in the event 
that enemy pressure loft no other choice. Later in the day 
A:rmy Group B reported furthor deterioration in tho situation, 
and O.B. Wost in his turn notified OIDN of tho development and 
asked for now orders. (~, 29 Oct) 

102• A copy of the resulting directive to O.B. Wost 
has been preserved in a f ilc of tho German Naval Operations 
Staff (Skl) • ( 0 .N .I., Tambach Collection, :Microfilm Roel 
No. T ;B,' Gorman Naval Operations Staff {Skl). Filo "North 
Sea - Norway", OKW/~:tFSt/Ops No. 773955/44, '"Top Secret, of 
29 Oct 44) (981HCN(Dl6)). A reproduction and translation of 
document appears as Appendix 11F 11 to tho ]_)resent report. 
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On clos er insp0ction, howovor 1 t ho direct i ve turned out to 
contain a good deal . of empty bombast. The troops wor e to 
fight to tho last, largo non-existing r ui nf orco;i1onts wo r e 
promised, somGtin~ soon tho Fifteenth Army would r ocoivo 
s eventeen piece s of artill er y . 

103. Earlier i n tho dc.y Field Marshal Rundst odt 
had paid r onowed attention to a J roblon that f ill od his mind 
with uneasiness. As oarly as 19 Oct ho had advocat e d that 
Sixth Panzer Arrn.y bo moved closGr to tho front (yar a 89 above ). 
Now ho pointed once aga in t o tho onony's obvious ) r eparntions 
for atta ck and to tho difficulties of moving up r os er vos at 
tho critica l t i mo . Ho added that subordination of the A.:rmy 
under 0 . B. Vv0st was nocossary to aff ord h im an insight into 
tho condition of tho .:\.rmy and soma i nfluonco on it~ 
r econstruction.* (W.D. O. B. Wo st, 29 Oct) 

30 Oct 

104. Tho authorized withdrawals of Fift0onth .:';.rf:ly 
wer o carriod out a nd a now lino established with soI:J.e 
difficulty. Continued onomy pr essure was ox· 1ectod as a 
certainty. Tho attack of 47 Pz Corps had come to an and, and 
15 Pz Gron Div was r eturning to its rolo of o~erational 

r osorvo. Since tho opponent for one r eason or anothor had 
actually withdrawn one infantry division a nd one armoured 
brigade from tho front of Fifteenth _-\rmy, tho attack was judged 
to have obtained some slight success. In tho Vonlo area in 
the meantime tho proj ecte d now conID1and arrangements had oomo 
into for co, and Fifth ::?anzor k\.rmy was i n co.rm.na nd of 47 Pz 
Corps, 86 Corps and Cor j?S Feldt. (Ibid, 30 Oct) 

31 Oct 

105. In tho area of ~rmy Group B all signs wore 
pointing to an early atta ck on -rra1chor on. In tho area of 
Army Group G tho usual attacks in tho direction of t ho Vos gos 
passes wor e continuing . In addition to this tho onomy had 
now launched an attack: south of . tho Rhino-Mar no Canal. ~'..1.1 

available units of 21 Pz Di v wer e be ing moved to that area 
(Ibid, 31 Oct). Tho month of October had boen unev entful, 
but on both sides of t ho f once plans had boon made to broak 
tho sta l emat e by a mi 3ht y effort. 

*WhGn this r oauest s eemod dGstino d to r oma in unanswer ed, 
O.B. West ronowod ~his r opr os entations on 3 Nov. Finally, on 
6 Nov he was notified that Sixth Panzer !1.rmy would bo transfor
rod to his command aroa botwoon 7 and 25 Nov, but would r emain 
an OIDN r os orvo . (C .R .. S . - 75144/28, w.D. O.B. Wost, Nov 44, 
3 and 6 Nov) (9$1C\.V(D61 ) ) 
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1-7 Nov 

106. Tho first wook of Novombor was tho end of a 
phase. The two-months struggle for control of tho Scholdt 
Estuary camo to an end, Walchoron was lost Fifteenth .t'u'my 
was taking up positions north of tho Maas and Vlfaal, tho Allied 
f orcos at tho front of Fift oonth ilrmy woro being thinned out 
for the benefit of tho Armies facing oast. 

107. First Parachute and Fifth Panzer J..rmios facinc, 
wost at tho Maas might have to noot tho noxt major onslaught 
of the Allies. If the onuonont at tho Waal -Maas front showed 
no signs of intending to- push on towards tho North, considorablo 
forces would bocomo froo for transfer to tho Maas-wost front. 
To havo at least somo sort of operational r osorvo, 0.B. Wost 
gave orders for 47 Pz Corps (with 9 Pz Div and 15 Pz Gron Div 
under command) to assemble botwoon Rhino and Maas in a manner 
permitting intorvontion at tho wostorn front of First Parachute 
.:\rmy as well as in tho Aa chen aroa. Tho headquarters staff 
of 58 Pz Cor~s was on rout e from First }..rmy to the Fifth Panzer 
1-trmy . There was incipient pressure against tho Venlo bridgehead 
and north of .Aachen , In tho aroa of .l);:rmy Group G onomy sorties 
against tho front NE Diodonhofen wore tak:on as fororunners of· 
an impending attack on First Army. Good progr ess in construe- · 
tion work allowed Ninotoonth Army to plan for a withdrawal to 
tho Western Vosgos position by mid-month. (c. n.s. - 75144/28, 
V'L D. O.B. Wost, Nov 44 , 1-7 Nov) (981C'!V (D61)) 

108. On orders from O.B. Wost, Ar n y Group H would 
assume command on tho Maas-Waal front on 10 Nov, thus making 
it possible for Army Group B to dovbt o itself fully to "its 
real taslrn in tho Milnchen-Gladbach - Trior area". For the 
purpose of forming an .A:rmy Group H hoadquartors, tho head
quart ers-staff 11 ~1\:rm.oogruppe Kloffol 11 , including signal r egiment 
and supply troops, would bo movod-in from tho East. Considorod 
as a special danger was tho prosonco of 600,000 ablo bodied 
Dutchman in tho area of ltr riiy Group H. On orders from OKW 
thoy would be r emoved to Germany. On 3 Nov Rundstodt ropoatod 
his request to have Sixth Panzer ~:\.rm.y moved f ol."W'ard and placed 
under his command. . On tho same day ho noted in tho war diary 
that tho onomy was bound to notice tho movomont of troops to 
tho western front. To koop him guossing on tho details at 
least, ho imposed radio silence on all formations and units 
not actually at tho front. (Ibid) 

109. With Antwerp in his l)Oss oss ion tho onomy would 
soon dolivor a massive thrust towards tho Rhino. Tho timely 
assembly of operational r esorvos behind tho :;roS J?G ctivo focal 
points was now a mat t or of urgency. On 6 Nov OKV'f finally 
gave ordors for tho transfer of Sixth Panzor Ar:m:y to tho aroa 
of O.B. Wost. Tho .movement was to beg in on 7 Nov and completed 
by 2.5 Nov. Under command of 1b:m.y Group B tho Sixth Panzer 
~'D:my was to bo hold in locations permitting int ervention in 
several directions . With regard to commitment, howovor, tho 
Army retained the character of nn OK\V Rosorvo. (Ibid, 6 Nov) 
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110. On 7 Nov O.B. Wost issuod his first directive 
to Army Group H. Fighting at the Scholdt and south of tho 
Moas was at an end, what mattor od now was to koop tho ononiy 
from advancing past tho rivor barrier, On tho right ho r.mst bo 
denied access to Rotterdam and A.mstordam. On tho l oft, contact 
with Army Group B must bo ma intained in any ovont , tho aroa 
between Maas and Waal dofondod, the r Gmaining Maas bridgehead 
hold as long as possible. The forces availablo for tho task 
wore extremely scanty. They woro not largo enough to permit 
a dof enco of the islands of Schouwon and Gooroo however 
desirable that might bo in itsolf (s .a . para 111 below). 
(Ibid, 7 Nov) 

Soheldt Estuary under JU.lied Control (after 7 Nov} 

8-15 Nov 

111. That Rundstodt was a commandor-in-Chiof in 
name only was brought homo to him once more on 8 Oct, when 
Hitler forced him to countermand his directive for dosisting 
from a dofonco of Schouwon and Gooroo. Tho Ftlhror domandod 
tho immediate strongthoning of tho garrison of Voorno, Schou.won 
and Gooroe to ono fully combat-worthy r e inforced battalion with 
corresponding flak and arty clements for oa ch island (Toid, 
8 Nov). On tho same day Hitler turned down Rundstodtt_s __ _ 
request for omorgoncy powers to comnit tho OI\JN rosorv os without 
prior consultation in tho ovont of sudden critical dovolopmo nts. 
Except in tho case of major landings fro.r:;1 tho air, ho was not 
to commit oven a single ono of those units without tho prior 
concurrence of OKW (Dor Weston, 244 ). Novo rtholoss, from 
Rundstodt's point of viow tho day was not a total loss, for he 
was finally frood from any further direct intorforonco by 
high command authorities other than OICV, and his .\rmy Groups 
wore instructed henceforth ne ither to communicate directly 
with any command authoritios above 0. B. 1:\Tost, nor to accept 
any orders not roaching them through O. B. 1.1lost. (rt . D. 0. B. 
Wost, 8 Nov) 

112. On tho noxt day Jodl advised 0 .B. Wo st of tho 
FUhror's ordor that abovo all tho forces oarmarkod for tho 
attack wore not to bo touched. Losses of ground would have 
to bo accepted if it could not be helped, but this was not 
to become known below ) . .rm.y lGv els. To bo hold at all costs 
wore: 

tho Mc.as nosition astride Vonlo; tho air 
defence area on both sides of Duoron; tho 
Moselle position astride Diodenhof on ; tho 
fortress Motz, with contact with tho Ni oth 
position, which was tobo sought also if Mot z 
should bo surrounded; and, t ho Ni oth pos ition 
as far as tho border. (Dor Westen, 245) 
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113. In addition to tho injunction aga inst com
mitting OKiN r eserves, various othor moasuros takon a t thnt 
timo wore related to tho coming offensive in tho ~'\.rdonne s. 

At Rundstodt's headquarters tho projoctod attack was still 
being referred to as tho "Abwohrschlacht 11 ; at tho highest 
quarters, however, it was known·-as operation 11Wacht am Rhoin 11 

(O.C.M.H., F.S.B., O~T Ausarbeitunf Schrarmn, Dio v!ostorn 
Front, .16 Doc 44 - 28 Fob 4.5, p. 1 (981SOM{D93)) ;---r,Jodl Diary 
Notos, .2.n..211> p. 41). Ono of the most iraportant changes in 
command arrangements made at this ti.mo was tho transf or of 
tho Fifteenth .Arm:y Staff to _£\.rm.y Group B: 

In connection with the further pre parations 
for tho Abwohrschlacht, beginning at 2400 hrs 
14 Nov, tho Fiftoonth Army Staff will bo with
drawn from its prosent assignment and transferrod 
to .Army Group B. Its formor aroa will be taken 
ovor by tho 1\.rmod Forces Cow.mandor Nothorlands 
who, for reasons of deception, will carry on 
under tho donignation Fiftoonth ! -:rmy. In its 
now area the Fifteenth !.,:r~_y Staff will oporato 
under the cover name 11 Gru:'lpo von M:antouffol :; , 
whereas the Fifth Panzer ~rmy Staff (tho continued 
:nrcsenco of which at tho right wing of .:~y Group 
B will bo simulatod by tho Fifteenth ~rmy Staff) 
will be known as Foldj!gor Kommando z.b.V. To 
veil tho now rolo of tho Armed Forces Com.n1andor 
Nothorlands, a small staff will re.main at his 
old head~uartors and carry on cu:rront business 

.under tho old designation. (W.D. O.B. West, 13 Nov) 

114. To mo ot tho nood for command staffs- for the 
additional divisions soon to arrive in the; ~7ost, 0.B. 1.Vost 
gavo orders for 85 Corps Staf:t'~to be transforrod from 
Nineteenth Army to .Army Grcup B, and. for tho rohabilitation of 
tho 30 and 53 Corps Staffs, .111ch had boon wracked in tho East 
(Ibid, 8 Nov, 10 Nov). 3 and 6 Para Divs, though not yot in 
tho area of Army Group B, wore placed under its command with 
regard to preparation and training for tho ~u-donnos offensive 
{Ibid, 9 Nov). 0.B. \'lost ropeatod a pr eviously issued order 
for tho imm.odiatc and oomplote dolivory of all captured American 
outfits and equipment. (Ibid, 10 Nov) 

115. In tho meantime, on 10 Nov, Headquarters .A:rmy 
Group H had assumed oom.~and over Fifteenth Ar .my, First 
Parachute Army and the Armed Forcos Commander Netherlands, 
while Army Group B was keeping a wary eye on tho A.lliod build
up at tho Maas-cast front. Tho fact that dead Canadian 
soldiers had beon soen at tho front of First Parachute f.:rmy 
was taken to confirm tho suspoctod arrival of Canadian form
ations in the general area of Nijmogon. 0 .B. Ylcst, concluding 
from this that 50 Brit Div and probably also 43 Brit Inf Div 
would bo shifted furthor southward, instructed ~'\rmy Group H 
to react to those moasuros by further thinning out Fift0onth 
~".:rmy for tho bencf it of the areas now likely to become focal 
points. {Ibid, 11 Nov) -
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116. On 11 Nov O.B. Westfs IntelligGnce Section 
had reyorted as follows: 

Conf irnation of the transfer of Canadian 
units to the area on both sides of Nijmegen begins 
to shed light on the whereabouts of tho First 
Canadian A:rmy formations that have become free. 
The presence of elGments 2 Cdn Corps S Nijmegen, 
of elenents 2 or 3 Cdn Inf Div at Groesbeck, and 
of 2 Cdn A:rmy Tk Bde [sic ] at Dreur.iel, confirIJ.S 
the expected transf ors from the .Antwerp area to 
the East. It can be assumed that First Canadian 
Army has taken over the entire Maas -Waal front, 
and that the forces of Second British Army hitherto 
in that sector are being relieved. Consequently 
two British infantry divisions and two U.S. air
borne divisions will be free for ooI!lI:1itment 
elsewhere, presumably at the eastern Maas front. 
Regroupments in thG area of Second British A:rrny 
are apparently still in progress, but the 
preparations for the attack on the Maas bridgehead 
seem to have been comDleted. 

(C.R.S.· - 75809, O.B. West, Int Reps 
26 Sep ,.... 31 Dec 44, Int No • . 7428/44, 
11 Nov 44) (981 CW(D34)). 

ii7. Two days later it was r oDortod that thoro was 
now a clearly recognizable Gnomy concentration at tho front 
of First Parachut0 P.:rmy. It was thought to consist of at 
least five infantry divisions, four armoured divisions and 
four armoured brigades. Adjoining in tho North was tho 
Canadian ~'\rmy with at least four infantry (resp airb) and at 
l east one armoured division, whoroas at tho front of Fifteenth 
... '\rmy thoro woro now only throe infantry and two armoured 
divisions. Concluding that an aouto danger to tho Netherlands 
area did no longer exist , O.B. Wost supplomontod his in ... 
structions of 11 Nov with orders for tho immediate and 
thoroughgoing weakening of tho f orcos of Fifteenth ...'\:rmy for 
tho bonofit of First Parachute li.rmy. This ho considered all 
tho more urgent as tho GXpoctod attacks a gainst tho Parachute 
A.rmy might bo accompaniod by a now largo-scale attack in tho 
Aachon area. ( ~\T .D. O.B. -vest, 13 Nov) 

118. With regard to this oxpoctod attack at tho 
Vonlo bridgohoo.d and north of .~.nchon tho FUhrur inf or.mod o.11 
command hoadquartors concornod of tho ~-;'loasuros ho considorod 
most important in this connection: 

1. Spare own troops but inflict heavy 
casualties on enemy, 

2. deploy artillery in depth, 
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3. pro~are for extensive demolitions, lay 
mine fiolds and construct tank traps, 

4 . select locations for headquarters in such 
a manner that comm.and annaratus will not 
_bo :Paralyzed by ar.m.ouroa.·· broak-throughs, 

5. reconnoitre by force to obtain clear 
enemy picture , 

6. mako certain that no MB.as bridges will 
be captured intact, 

7. strongthon Wost Wall right up to last 
sector [obscure; proswn.ably moans north 
end] , 

8. thin out Fifteonth A:rm.y to gain rosorves 
(for this puruoso 10 SS Pz Div and 363 VGD 
to bo withdrawn from front). 

{Dor Weston, 246) 

119. While .A.rmy GrouJ? B was thus brae ing its elf 
for tho oxpoctod onslaught, ~\:rmy Group G was under severe 
pressure at Metz and on both sides of it . Tho lfotz salient 
from south of Trier to cast of L~novillo was defended by 
First Army with 82 Cor:·)S in tho northern part, 13 SS Cor:1s . 
in tho centre and 89 Corps in the southern part. Early on 
8 Nov Oimr told 0 . B. Wost ovor the tolenhone that tho Fiihror 
wanted Metz to bo made a fortress for ail-round defence. Tho 
garrison was to bo strongthonod to a point whore it could 
hold out for a long time if it should bocono isolated. 
Following intensive r.'U. lied artillery fire on tho entire First 
A:rmy front, .13 SS Cori)s SE of Motz ca.me under heavy attack. 
On the next day pressure against 13 SS Corps continued while 
a com~anion attack was launched NE Motz. According to several 
critical entries in tho War Diary of 0. B. Wost, .. FJ.,:rmy Group G 
apparently was making light of the initial losses of ground. 
O.B. Wost noted that without any doubt the enemy was about 
to encircle Metz and would succeed in doing so unless ho was 
thrown back without delay. By tho ovoning of 10 Nov it was 
clear that tho one.my oould no longer be dislodged and, indeed, 
was gaining further ground. In ono of the rare instances of 
critical comm.ants about subordinate hoadquartors, Rundstedt 
rocordod the opinion that tho local command authorities had 
failed to deal with tho .Il.1.itial attacks in a manner in ke eping 
with their it!lportanoo. (W.D. O.B. Wost, 8-10 Nov) 

120. On 11 Nov it was r ecognized that tho onony 
pincers movement would succood unloss tho bridgohoad north 
of Metz was eliminated. O.B. Wost gav o orders to move-in 
additional units, mainly artillery, but by 12 Nov tho strength 
of tho one.my artillery had be come so groat that a successful 
outcome of a counter-attack north of Motz was out of question. 
At tho same time further south, in tho sector of 13 SS Corps, 
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tho situation was also deteriorating, a counter-attack by 
11 Pz Div had failed, und 21 Pz Div was still too woakonod 
from recent ongagomonts to bo suitable for a s erious counter
attack . O.B. Wost, thor oforo , gavo orders to assuno a 
defensive posture , yield no more ground, and ma i nt a in t ho linG 
of communications with Motz . For such a pur i-)oso 36 VGD and 
21 Pz Div could bo usod in support of tho- units in tho aroa 
(Ibid, 12 Nov). On tho noxt day 0 .B. Wost informod OID.V' of 
his plans for tho defence of Metz. Not counting air force 
flak, tho garrison would havo a stron9th of 11,500 men, and 
ammunition for at least four weeks llbid, 13 Nov). l!Vhen 
the situation showed further det erioration latu on 14 Nov, 
O.B. Wost conferred with tho commander of Ar.my Group G and 
afterwards roport ud to OKl\T that an early oncirclomont of 
Metz was to bo oxpoctod as well as a continuation of tho onomy 
attacks from tho Diodonhofon bridgohoud. Fighting strengths 
at 'irst Army wore very small, 11 Pz Div had only 800 mo n 
forward of tho r ogimonto.l headquarters. O. B. 1.:Vost had no 
troops to improve this situation, a further woakoning of 
Ninotoonth ~'i:rmy was not practicable bocauso it would shortly 
come under attack its elf. In conso auonco 0. B. \'V'ost was 
unable to withdraw 25 Pz Gron Div, l7 SS Pz Gron Div and 
21 Pz Div as r equired for tho pr eparations for tho 
Abwohrschlacht. Neither could 36 VG-D and 401 Volks ,.U-ty 
Corps be roturncd to Army Group Bat t ho moment. (Ibid, 14 Nov) 

121. At tho front of :1.rmy Group H a co rt a in 
increase in fighting activity at tho Vonlo bridgehead was 
taken as a possible forerunner of .lilied major action. O. B. 
Wost therefore gavo orders for the alerting · of 47 Pz Cor ::_)s 
for quick intervention in the Vonlo and/or Erkolonz areas. 
At tho front of Army Grou~? G the attack on Motz :propor had 
begun . 0.B. Wost dema nded that tho city bo held as l.one; as 
possible, abov e all, howov or, First i\r my was to pr eserve an 
unbroken front. Intolligonco had not as yet noted any drastic 
changes in Allied dis positions; the right _wing of Second 
British Army was ay7arontly being strongthonod, tho enemy 
concentrations on both sides of 1..fu tz wor e being mainta ined, 
des~ite a resurgence in fighting thor o was no ovidonco of 
now enemy concentrations in Burgundy. With r egard to command 
arrangements for the .\ bwohrschlacht, Fiftuonth .A.rmy Staff, 
fully camouflaged h>ara 113 abovo ), had relieved Fifth Panzer 
Army Staff in tho latter's former aroa, H.q. 30 Cor1;s was en 
route to Army Group H to relieve H.Q. 2 SS Pz Corps for 
transfer to A Gp B.(Ibid, 15 Nov) 

16 Nov 

122. Tho beginning of tho last month before 
·tho launching of tho Gorman Offensive in tho _'\.rdonnos was 
charactorizod by tho det er mined ·widening of J .. lliod efforts 
to soften up and wear down tho Gor man forces in tho Wost. On 
tho right wing of .A;rmy Group G, First .'i.r ri.1y was under growing 
pressure at Motz and lost further ground NTI: and SE of Motz; 
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on tho loft wing of tho _.i.rmy Group{ Ninotoonth ..:'\.r:my was forcod 
to yield ground to 2 Fronoh Armd Div in tho North and 5 Franch 
..,\.rmd Div in tho South . But tho flOSt significant development 
of tho day was the resumption of largG -scale .'."..lliod operations 
in the Aachen area. 1\i'Tassivo air attacks on lin<.:s of' def once 
and sunuly routos :'Jrocodod attacks on a wide front. _\t 1710 
hrs O.B . Wost loarnt from his Chief Intolligonce Officer that 
the northern wing of ..:\rmy Group B faced an Gnomy concentration 
of five armoured and seven infantry divisions - so.GJ.o British, 
soma American , Concludin6 that tho contra of gravity of tho 
Allied efforts was now at tho northern wing of Array Group B, 
O.B West im.m.odiatoly authorizod ~'l.rm.y G~oup B to coID.i.~it 47 
Pz Cor rys, In addition to this 10 ,gs I1z Div was to movo fron 
tho area cast of .:\rnho.m to the araa east of Vonlo, and .A:rrn.y 
Group H would des ryatch 85,245 and 363 VGD's to tho area bohind 
tho Ma.as-cast front. The consequent tGmporury woakoning of 
1.:rmy Group H was a tolerable risk and had to be acce~tud. 
(Ibid, 16 Nov) 

17 Nov 

123· Duo to lim.ited visibility -llliod air activity 
at tho front of Army Group B was SOBGWhat smaller than on 
the procodin.g day, and by conr:iitting virtually all froo 
roservos tho Iu:my Group was able to hold tho Alliod f orcos 
in the groator i'\.achon area in chock. Devolop.monts in tho 
area of Army Group G woro decidedly unfavourable; in order 
to maintain a cohorunt front First Arny had to fall back to 
rear positions and loavo tho garrison of Hotz to its fato. 
Allied forces had already entered tho southern suburbs of Motz. 
At · thG southern wing of Ninot ounth .ti.ra y tho onponont roached 
tho area 10 km SiN .Bolfort. Obviously tho :.U.llod operations 
against Nineteenth Army woro raoro than more holding attacks. 
Rundstodt boliovod that ho could not co~o with tho situation 
without making us0 of' tho omrv rosorvus, -· but his ro quost· in 
that sense:; was turned down flatly: 

DoSJ)ito all stop gap moasurGs, roprosont ing 
tho utmost 0 . B. Vfost could do on his own, a 
def.ansivo succ ess against tho onomyts largo
scalo attacks cannot bo guarantoud. In a 
tolonhono conversation with thu Chiuf of the 
.. 1.rmed Forces 0:,1orat ions Staff, C. of S. 0. B. 
West points to tho newly arrived SS formations 
and tho desirability of corn:iitting th0t1 before the 
enemy achiovos a strategical broalrthrough. 
Chief WFSt declined [to consider] tho :possibility 
of such a como.itmo nt and announcod that in thu 
caso of such a development tho OIDN Rosorv0s 
concornod would have to be romov.od from tho 
area. 

(Ibid, 17 Nov) 
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18 Nov 

124. While !-..rny Groups H and B were under modurato 
pressure only; dovolopmonts in the area of J.rmy Group G 
were causing mounting concern at tho headq_uartors of 0.B. Wost. 
The loss of 41.1.saco and Lorraine had bocomo a distinct 
possibility. The further Alliud advancos in tho area of 
First Army had not code as a surprise, but a broakthrough at 
the oxtromo loft wing of Ninotoenth Army north of the Svriss 
border via Delle to Courcollos and Grandvillors raised tho 
spectre of serious oporationnl repercussions. O.B. West 
expressed astonishment at tho unoxpactod dovelopmonts in tho 
Belfort area and demanded energetic countor-floasuros. 
(Ibid, 18 Nov) 

19 Nov 

12.5. Army Group H was forced to yiold some ground 
at the Vonlo bridgohoad, _,.riny Group B lost Goilonkirohon but 
on balance obtained a dofonsivo success by foiling tho 
opponent's determined attempt to collapse the salient north 
of ~\aehen . In tho aroa of ~rmy Group G, howovor, tho situation 
showed further deterioration . }._t the southern wing of 
Nineteenth .'1,rmy tho breakthrough at Dolle had boon widono d; 
and enemy f orcos had reached points 20 km. !i!E and 12 km E 
Delle. Moreovcr 1 tho o~)ponont was approaching Belfort. Vfuen 
it became known that enemy forces had pushed eastwards to tho 
Rhino at H'tl.ningon, and to nearby Rosenau and Sirontz, tho 
dof encc of Mulhouso became a matter of immediate urgency 
and 0 B. West instructed iUlitary District No. 5 (.:Usaco, 
WUrtomberg and Badon) to dos9atch all available forooa under 
its comm.and to tho aroa south and southwest of Mulhouso. 
~Ibid, 19 Nov) 

20 Nov 

126. At the front of krny Group B · Allied forces 
made only some moderate gains of ground north of . .\achen, but 
the situation at A::crrzy Group G was continuing to oause ooncern. 
In the centre, .l\merican forces were approaching Saarburg 
(a mere 50 km W""NW Strassburg), further south, French forces 
were getting still closer to Belfort. German counter-attacks 
in both areas had been of no avail. In a telephone convers
ation at 1445 hrs between c. of · S. O.B. West and Deputy Ohief 
WFSt, O.B. West asked for permission to use Pz Lehr Div at the 
Belfort gap and 1.2 VGD in the Aachen area. His contention 
was that these forces would go far to restore the situation 
and could be withdrawn in good time to be available for the 
Abwehrsohlacht. Both requests were turned down. This left 
only the forces in the Netherlands as a possible source of 
formations for the focal points of the front. South of the 
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Maas (resp. Waal) there wore now only one British division 
(on Walchoren), one Polish division, one Canadian arnoured 
division, ono armourod brigade and some Dutch volunteers, 
while tho German forces, after all ponding withdrawals would 
still consist of two Corps with a total of five divisions. 
O. B. Wost therefore gave -· orders for the withdrawal of an 
additional Corus Headauartors and two divisions from this 
front; ono division to be transferred to ~"',xmy Group G with 
the groatust possible s uo od. (Ibid, 20 Nov} - -· -.-

21 Nov 

127. Headquarters 2 SS : Jz Corns, slatod for a rolo 
in tho Abwehrschlacht (paras 121 and i2i abovo), was now 
being roliovod in tho aroa east of Ar.!lhem-Nijmcgon by H. Q. 
88 Corps, hitherto at tho Maas-north front. Tho SS Corps 
H.Q. was to be available in tho aroa of ~\rmy Group B, 
comploto with Corps troops by 25 Nov at tho latest. With 
r egard to current operations tho day was charactorizod by 
various local engagements in tho Aachon r egion. North of 
Eschwoiler the opponent gainod further ground, and O.B. Wost 
granted .lttm.y Group B's r oquost for permission to Eh-cr.ftem the -· 
front and give up Eschwciler to savo the garrison. Ibid, 
21 Nov) · ~ 

128. In tho area of Army Group G, howovor, tho 
situation in southeastern Lorraine was worsening . Thero had 
been a s erious break-in astride the Rhino-11arne Canal. A 
blocking lino in process of boing established 10 km N 
Saarburg, had already boon piorcod. Efforts wore made to 
form a blocking line wost of Saverne. In viow of this, OKlff 
now gave porn ission for tho t emporary omployr1ont of J?z Lohr 
Div. 0.B . West placed the Division under ~rmy Group G and 
gavo orders for its i mraodiatc do narturo in tho direction 
Homburg-Saarunion, to bo committed to an attack from the 
North against tho deop flank of tho onemy in the Saarburg aroa. 
Immediately upon arrival of the first infantry division 
from .'\.r.my Group H, Pz Lehr Div would have to rovort to OIGV 
reserve. - In the Belfort area 198 Inf Div seemed to be 
gaining some measure of def onsive success. {Ibid) 

22 Nov 

129. On .its o::rtromo l eft wing, .'\.rmy Group H was 
· oxpocting an attack on tho Roormond bridgehead. As a 
precautionary moasuro 85 Inf Div and an assault gun brigade 
wore boing movod to tho arou as an Army Group rusorvo. In 
addition, 6 Para Regt was boing shifted from tho Venlo 
bridgehead to the area between Vcnlo and Rocrmond. But it 
was too lato to save tho bridgoh oad, and at 1700 hrs it was 
reported lost. ~ In the meantime 3 Para Div (on routo from 
A:rmy ~roup H ~o Sovonth _'\rmy) was directed to Dtlron as a 
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potential backstop oast of .:"18.chon. Permission for this had 
boon granted by 010,'{ on tho roquost of O. B. Wost dos pi to tho 
fact that tho formation was slated for employment in tho 
forthcoming offonsivo. (Ibid, 22 Nov) 

130. In tho area of Il:rmy Group G tho opponent was 
making further gains, and operations that had previously 
served the purpose of trading S 1)aco for time woro now 
turning into a dos~orato last minute effort to koop tho onomy 
from engulfing Alsace and Lorraine. East of · Motz tho opponent 
was advancing in tho St. A"l'Old area, a more 30 km. from the 
western borders of tho :Palatinate. Further south tho enemy 
h~d entered 1Usaco fro.in southoastorn Lorraine· and was reported 
to have entered Savorno. The German troops in tho area 
seamed to have disintogratod. :\s no reports wero being rocoival 
from H. Q. 88 Corps at Savorno, this staff was pre.sumod 
inca-pacitated, and tho 0 Highor Colll..mand Vosgos 11 charged with tho 
task of collecting tho various shattered groups and creating 
some sort of dofonco lino .. Pz Lohr Div had not yot appoa:r;-od 
and O.B .• Wost employed ovory moans to hasten its journey .• 
Due to the svnlt'tly changing situation tho projected flank 
attack now would have to bo dolivorod against the !-unerican 
Corps in the Savorno area. (~) 

23 Nov 

131· A:rmy Group H reported merely renewed attacks 
against tho already shrunken Vonlo bridgehead. But tho onomy 
was known to bo holding close to tho front of tho Army Group 
two armoured and five infantry divisions. A similar situation 
prevailed at Army Group B, where the Allies had not nadc any 
further gains but controlled uncommitted reserves amounting . 
to four armoured and ton infantry divisions. (Ibid, 25 Nov) 

132~ In tho aroa of Ar'BY Group G, however, a critical 
situation had dotoriorated to tho point where the loss of . 
Alsace and Lorraine appeared inevitable. Before any Gorman 
headquarters had even hoard of tho . approach of oneniy tanks 
and vehicles., the opponent appeared at tho gatos of Strasburg, 
and shortly afterwards entered tho city and demanded its 
surrender. While Alsaoe Lorraine was being sliced-up by tho 
many-pronged advances of the ono.I!lY, Rundstedt recalled with 
some bitterness the incident in Septombor (para 65 above) 
whon despite his repeated objections tho top officers of .d.rm.y 
Group G had been reliovod abruptly by OKW and replaced by 
officers whoso lack of comprohonsion had gruatly oontributod 
to the present debaolo in tho South. In a tolophone convors
tion with J"odl, c. of s. O.B West brought up this .matter 
again and criticized tho porformano0 of the Chiefs of Staff 
of j. Gp G and First /iXmY. (Ibid) 

133·· 1w tho day wont on it becarao cloar that tho 
attack of Pz Lohr Div would come too late to bo offoctivo and 
the divisions from Army Group H would come too late to save 
the situation. With this in mind, O.B. Wost asked ~or tho 
immediate despatch of two battloworthy panzer divisions nnd 
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one additional infantry division. In his r eply ovor tho 
tolophono, Jodl acknowlodgod tho validity of Rundsto~t's 
re quest, but said that in view of tho forthco2 ing Abwohrschlacht 
it had to bo turned down. (Ibid) 

24 Nov 

134. Dovolop.w.onts at _'\.rmy Groups H and B wero not 
causing i.DTiodiato concern, but .:."..r my Group G was in grave 
diff icultios and in l)articular the situation of Nineteenth 
~rfly was steadily worsening . Close to the Swiss border the 
opponvnt's armoured convoys wero continuing to pass throueh 
the Germ.an blocking lino ; 5000 Gorman soldiors vmr o pinnod 
down and encircled in tho fortifications of Strasburg . The 
big gap which had s prung up in this area between First P...:rmy 
gnd Nineteenth !:..r.my , as woll as tho deep ponotrations at 
the western front of Ninet eenth .. \rmy could not bo olirninatod 
with tho forces on hand. Most i mportant in the circumstances 
was tho croation of a now cohesive line of def onco at the 
northern and wostorn s o ct ors and the ma intenance of a firm 
lino to tho Swiss border in ordor to procludo a doublo 
onvelopmont of Nineteenth ... ·.:rny. 0. B. Wost thorof oro gavo 
orders to withdraw to new lines in tho northern and western 
sectors and to make an atte~pt to stand fast in thu South. 
To prevent a rapid influx of onomy forces into t ho Strasburg 
area (between First and Ninotoonth ~'1.rmy) Pz Lohr Div was 
directed to advance towards tho Rhino-Marne Canal and to 
block tho low groun.d at Savorne . As tho sudden deterioration 
in tho situation of : .. rny Group G was at l east . partly duo to 
comnand .mistakes, tho Fllilror don.anded invostigation by a court 
of inquiry. O.B. West roquestod that his own conduct in tho 
mat tor bo oxfillinod at tho sano tirac . CfEJ£, 2 11" Nov) 

25 Nov 

135 · Army Groups H and B reported their situation 
unchanged. In the area of ~'trmy Group G the attack of Pz 
Lehr Div had been halted by a barrage of anti-tank fiJ.~e. As 
the att a ck in question was no longer offering any pro.mise and 
Pz Lehr Div would be needed to carry out its assigned task 
in the Abwehrschlaoht, Hitler demanded its withdrawal. ~ 
Army Group G had suggested a withdrawal on its left wing but 
as this would have meant a withdrawal from the area at the 
Swiss border, O.B. West objected strongly ani demanded to 
the contrary that the forc es in ouestion be bolstGred and the 
border area be defended by all means. - Fi ghting in the 
city of Metz had come to an end. (Ibid, 25 Nov) 
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26 Nov 

13 6. In the aroas of .;.·_rr1y Gr oups H and B tho r e 
wore no significant dovolopnonts . "i.r .my Group G r eport ed 
local e ngagerilents at tho front of First Ar rJ.y and continuing 
prGssur--i on the wostorn front of Ninotoo nth . · ... r 21y, whoro tho 
opponont had foll owed tho withdrawal movo:,i-.J nts and ot s ovoral 
points ovortalrnn tho roar ol unc nts of tho withdrawing f orce s . 
Tho Gornan roginont noarost to tho Swiss bordor had cuasod 
to r eport and ilimodiato invGstigation showod that it had 
boon destroye d and that h eavy Allie d traffic was now moving 
uru.'lolost od along t ho highway the r ugi ncnt was suppos e d to 
bG blocking . FacGd by tho facts that tho Gor :1an wost orn 
front was no longer anchore d to tho Swiss bordor and that 
tho situation was b eyond r Gnc dy, O. :s . Wost asko d OK11\f for 
pern ission to short en t hu lino s by withdrawals in that are a . 
On r e ce iving OEJi\! Ts concurr0nco , 0. B . \Vost gave ardors to 
withdraw tho southern winG of tho / r my to tho lino !IIaasIJUnster
Sonthoin- Mulhous o-Rhino noar Hombourg (Ibid, 26 Nov). 
On thu s 8.!lle day tho Ftihror issue d an order l)lacing a ll ara od 
forc es partici~ating in tho def e nce of tho Upper Rhino fron 
tho Bion-Wald ( oxcl) to t h0 Swl ss b order under tho cora..'"J.and of 
the Reichsftihror SS, He i nrich HL"1...olo r (Dor Westen, 234) .* 
Hitler must have b oon s oothing with sus p icions to charge a 
polic e.man with a difficult military task. 

27 Nov 

137 , Ma inly duo to inclonent weat he r t h o da y was 
fairly quie t in all sectors . I n thu Vos ges 1\Iountains and 
furth0r east ? z Lo hr Div was s er v ing as a screen oohind wh ich 
a new m.a ke -shift lino was bu ing establishod . On t ho wostorn 
front of Ninot e0nth .. \rny t ho op:!;)onont ach i ev ed so.mo doo11 
po netrations . (W.D. O. B. W0st, 27 Nov ) 

28 - 30 Nov 

138. During thG last throe days of t h o u onth, Frunch 
and America n forces continued to n ibble avray at )J.sace a nd 
Lorraine , a nd ther o was soJno pr essure a gainst t ho Ger man 
Maas-bridgeheads a nd a n incroas o in tho lJr Gssuro on tho r.-orman 
linus east of A.a.chen. Considering t ho ~agnitudG of tho issue , 
however, and the sizo of tho f orcos a nd conmand facilities in 
tho theatre , it was cloar - or should havo bi;.Je n - that oach 

· sido was e ngr osse d in preparations f or undertak ings of vastly 
gr eat or i mportanco. 

Hir::tu-Ue r ass uwo d c o;i1;-1and on 30 Nov (Dor Vlestun, 235) 
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139. While tho Gor~-.ian conc 0nt:-cations in tho rear 
areas of J .. rmy Group B woro gott ing ready f .Qr offensive action, 
tho for.r:iations in the lino n.anagod to gain i n.:l}ortant ti:"J.e at 
the cost of com.:i::iarativoly uniJ:r1:portant ground. .:.;:ri:1y Group G, 
apart frol'.l receiving somo s mall infusions of arr.iour loft to 
its own dovices, was in m.oro serious straits; at Morzis and 
Saarlautern in tho North the opponont achiovod dGop 
penetrations, further south Ninote onth ~"'-rl7.l..Y w...;.s forcod to . 
fall back in tho northern and western s e ctors and facud tho· 
prospect of being cut off from its vital bridges and then 
surrounded and dost:royod. (~, 28- 30 Nov) 

1 Doc 

140. In tho great or P...ache n are a -"-lliod for cos 
striving to break through in northerly direction alJ.:J.ost 
succoodod in doing so. In addition to tho _\lliud forces 
actually co.L1l1itted in this area, there was now a clearly 
r e cognizable British conoontration so.i21.owhat furt her to tho 
North. And a Gernan oount r-attack north of _l.achon had bogged 
down. All this gave tho situation an ominous character, with 
Rundstodt noting in tho war diary : ;1All tho Horo im9ortant 
thoref oro is tho continuation of tho preparations for tho 
Abwohrschlacht.a* (C.R.S. - 75144/29, W.D. O.B. Wost , 
(A Gp D), Doc 44, 1 Dco) (981CW(D62)) 

2 Doc 

141 '! Tho gonoral quie t in tho ar e a of .t'.:r~~Y Grou:i1 H 
was disturbe d to son o oxtont at 1700 hrs whe n W.'31:1./ !:...rnhoI:.1 
tho Noodor-Rijn Dan ( ~anncrdonscho Kanal) was blast ed in 
order to induce tho Allied opronont to withdraw from his 

* With tho launching dat o for tho Abwohrschlacht drawing 
closer, .raost doc is ions woro taken in tho lieht of tho forth
coming 01oration. Information on the pr oDarations for that 
ouoration will appear in a forthcoaing Slli':lf.la r y of Ger.man 
inform.ation on tho _U-donnos offensive as a wholo. 
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forward positions /~ ·_\ t tho northern wing of _"J:ny GrouiJ B 
tho British continue d trying for a broakthrouc h on both sidos 
of Lim.rich, while f urthe r s outh tho right wing of Sevonth 
.Axmy succoo dod in h olding on to th0 exits of t hG Eif ol area. 
At tho sa.ae ti.illG t ho lightly h old l oft wing of Seve nth ).:r!:'JS 
( 66 Corps), whor e co.w1:i;il c t o quiot had l)r evaile d, ca .. ~_o sudde nly 
unde r h eavy artiller y fire . O .. B . West was an..""'{ious to l earn 
whether this was a noro holding n anoouvre or a sign of 
changing e neny dis "Qos·itions and intontions. (Ibid, 2 Doc) 

3 Doc 

142. _\ t t ho Waal front of .::-:..r~·1y Group H tho inunda-
tions nade the dosirod pr ogr ess, but in tho IVIaas sector tho 
Ger n ans wor o e j e cte d fron tho Wanssun are a a nd conpollod to 

O.B. West's Intelligonce Section had boen puzzled by tho 
appare ntly docoptivo behavior of t ho Polish and Canadians 
forn ations, which woro adv ertising t he ir continued ~ro s o nco 

in tho for.me r locations but s oo:u.od to havo .novod to tho 
area of tho Nijfle gon bridge h oad. It was t h ought possible 
that the OXJ:)G Ct od largo attack of Soc ond British .'-:.:rn y .EJ.i ght 
be pre ceded by a thrust from t ho Nijn0 gon bridgahoad towards 
tho North or fro.I!l t ho area b etwe en Waa l a nd Maas towards tho 
East. 

• .• For such a purpos e thes e would possibly be 
available in t ho Nij .:-io go n bridgehe ad: 1 Pol .'-rI!ld 
Div, 3 3 Brit .. ':.r~,1d Bdo , as woll as .5 O and .51 
Brit Inf Divs, whe r eas th <.:J attack fron tho are a 
south of :r:-a j .w.ogon n i ght be carrie d out by 1 :eol 
Ar~d Div, 4 Cdn .ir2 d Div, 2 Cdn _ll'n d 3do ~lus 

2 and 3 Ca.n Inf Divs . In this connoction--it was 
to bo take n into account, how0v o1~ , that thu 
commitment of Canadian f orcos to an o ·.)eration 
involving high ca sualties wa s like ly ~o be avoided 
at this ti::10 for political r eason . 

(0 .B. Wost, Daily I ntrops, op cit, Int No. 7875/44, 
2 Doc 44 ) (981CW(D34c)) - -

Next day 88 Corps r eporte d grat efully: 

..• Duo to tho· flooding of t ho aroa SV'v .:'...rnhon 
betwee n Nuo dor-Rijn and Waal, a big ono.wy attack 
fron tho Nijr10gon bridgehead is not to be 
oxpocte d in t ho noar futuro . 

(C.R.S. - 63289/4, Y .D. 88 Corps, 
Vol 11 :9 11 of .'.\.pps, ~-... P!!X B 5 97, · 88 Corps 
Ops No . 11.58744> Sitrop f or 3 Do c 44, 
2140 hrs 3 Do c 44 )" ·. 
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evacuate tho Vonlo bridgohoad during tho night 3/4 De-c, In 
tho groat or ~",.ach0n aroa .J..rmy Cr oup B was under xirossuro in 
tho Wiorm and Julich aruas, whilst s outhoast of .\achon 
.'LJ.orican forces .1'J.ado a dcop Du notration at Vossonack. At the 
front of Arny Group G First -i.rny lost Saarlautorn, whoro the 
bridgos had been takon intact by tho opponent, and rocapturod 
Saarunion (11 Pz Div and ::?z Lohr Div), while Ninotoonth .ltrrris 
lost Schlettstadt and Ha:1pol tswc ilor and was novv r oducod to 
a s mall bridgehead wost of tho Rhino and isolat ed fron1 tho 
f or c es of 0 • B • Wost . ( Ib id, 3 Do c ) 

4 Dec 

143. .:.'ll::!1y Groups H and B passod a c~ uiot day whilo 
Ari-ay Group G suffor0 a. further r ov ors os . First .. :..r,;.~1y onco again 
lost Saarunion, be lat ca .. off orts to a. ostroy tho bridge at 
Saarlautorn woro of no avail, and tho onony made doop pe netra
tions in tho area .south and southwest of Saarbrlicxon. In tho 
wako of O.B. W'ostTs ro poat od criticisr1s on First !:...r.rnyts corn.ruand 
porf ormanco, tho .Ar.my comnm.ndor was rv placod by G-on Inf Hans 
von Obstfoldor 7 previously in cor.1.LJa nd of 86 Corps (sinco .:"...ugust 
1943). In connection with tho forthcon ing offunsivo , 67 Corps 
Staff and 4 02 Volks Lrty Corps, as woll as 1.5 and 16 Volks 
Worf or Brigade s woro ordorod transf orrod fron ;_'\. Gp H to . ·fJ~ Gp B, 
whilG J .. Gp G was instruct e d to de s patch ~-01 ana .. 4 04 Volks .!'..rty 
Corps to A Gp B, and rowindod of tho ovorduo transfer of 11 
Pa Div and Pz Lohr Div to _'. , G-p B. (Ibid, 4 Doc) 

.5 Do c 

144. In tho areas of J .. Gys H and B tho situation 
remained unchanged on thG wholo. A. Gp H r oceivod orders to 
dGS»Jatch 244 and 902 __ '...sslt Gun Bdos to .'.\. Gp . B' (Thia .. , .5 Doc). 
The . a ripearance of .52 Brit Inf Div north of ls....,Hortogonbosch 
and tho urosw:10 d transfer of 4 ca .. n .!:cr .::1d Div-to 2 Cdn Cor-.;s 
south of. Nij .n1ogon was intorpr otod as a significant strengthening 
of 11 ~~rmy Group Montgo.::-_10ry Ts 11 eastern front ( 0 . B. \Vo st, Dail~r 
Introps, .££.cit, Int No. 7925/44, .5 Doc 44) . ... \ t tho front of 
A Gp G thor o was increasing dange r of an _:'J:llorican breakthrough 
from tho Saarlautorn and Saarbrticlrnn areas towards tho 
Woissonburg gap. In conscq_uonc c O.B. Wost supported j _ G~? G's 
roquost for pern iss ion t o r ota in 11 ?z Div and 404 Vol l-rn ~"..rty 

Corps. OK\V cons ontod with tho proviso that tho f or rmt ions 
would have to bo handled in a '1annor assuring tho possibility 
of the ir auick tra nsf er in tho evont of order s to that offoct. 
Pz Lohr Div {absorbing .559 Pz Jg Abt as an organic part) was 
roaching tho entraining po i nts for its 1:10vor.iont to .'\Gp B. 
{W.D. O.B. Wost, 5 DGc ) 
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6 Dec 

14 5 · !:..t .trn y Groui)s H and :3 tho day was un0vontful. 
In connection with tho :;:iro7arations for tho _;';_bwohrs chlacht 
orders wor o issu~d for tho transf e r of 85 Irif Div fron -~ Gp H 
to ),_ G-p B. I n the area of .:"..r my Group G tho opponGnt crossed 
the river Saar at sovoral places. 0.B. Wost noted t ho hoavy 
concontrat ion of uno_-.c.y for cos in tho arua SJ and :S of' 
Saarbrtlckon. Sono f or.a at ions pr ov iously coill.ii ttod a ga inst 
l'TinGt .:rnnth _:~rr:iy Sllo ~1o d now to bG at tho front of First J .. r.rn.y. 
Re latively speaking tho o:;orations of iTin.ot1.rnnth :._rny woro 
now of lir:1it od importance . (Ibid, 6 Do c } 

7 Doc 

146. In tho ~djnogon-Roor.:iond s o ct or Se cond British 
J.'trny and First Canadian .':..r .:iy wor o r oady ana_ waiting . Tho focal 
points of ) .. lliod O} orations wore still in tho gonoral aroas 
of Aachen and Saarbrfiokon. Butwo on thoso areas tho .Uliod 
front was lightly h old and q_ui.ot. Most critical was tho 
situation at tho Saar bridgohoads. 0 .B. ~\Tost ostL:1atod tho 
tota l conbat value of First :.'--r n y as 3-i. inf di vs and 1 i ar.w.d 
divs at bost. Thoy woro oppose d by c loven i nfantry divisions 
and four armoure d divisions with a~proxi2atoly 1000 - 1100 
tanks. Tho I'.lost urgont task was tho dof onco of tho Wo issonburg 
gap. In viow of O. B. rfo stYs poor op inion of First _[:.rmy's 
colJl!land pGrformanco, 89 Cor~s (G0n Inf Gustaf H5hno), with 
361, 245 and 256 Inf Divs was d0signatod as Group Hohno , 
placGd directly unde r _:_ Gp G and char god with tho dof onco of 
tho ~le iss onburg area. First :. .. r :.1y rvtainod com.:iand ovor 82 
Corl)S, 13 SS Corps and 90 Cor ~1s . (Ibid, 7 Doc) 

8 Do c 

147. A Go H ronortod no events of consoquonce . A 
Gp B roportod tho rosm1ption of onony attacks at tho front of 
Fifteenth ..'CTny and tho right wing of Soventh -~.r.iy ; tho 
bridgoh Gad at Jlilich had to b e vacat e d. .'.i. Gp G ro ]ortod 
localizod fighting at the Saar bridgohoads. In c onnG ction with 
tho pr eparations for tho _\_bwohrschlacht 79 VG-D was .moving fron 
tho interior of Gornany t o the aroa of .L Gp B. 6 :O?ara Div vvas 
direct od to codo sono of its vohiclos and weapons to 5 Para 
Div• (Ibid, 8 Doc) 

9 Doc 

1 48. .it tho centre of First J?arachut o J .rJ::.1y 's front, 
Corps CoLllJ1and Feldt (Gen Cav Kurt Foldt) was insortod as an 
additional comnand staff. : :..rmy Groups H and B r oport c; d no 
fighting of conso ouonco . Conc ern was caus0.d by the fact that 
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troop movements and other traff io in oonn0otion with tho 
Abwehrsohlacht w0ro groatly irapedod by tho icy condition of 
th~ roads in th0 Eifol aroa. J.. G]J C rGportud that onony 
forn.ations pr oviously at tho northern front of :7inot0onth ;':rny 
had boon reliev0d and woro now poisad to ~rticipat o in thu 
thrust to tho Palatinatv. _:,_11 told tho o-0 "1J onont now dis 11osod 
of 14 inf divs and 5 armd divs for that purpose. Tho situation 
of Group Hohno was becoming critical, and thoro wore no 
formations that could bo .:oa.do availablo in support of tho 
Group. An ovon moro acuto situation oxistod in tho Hagonau 
ar0a, whoro .A.morican fore cs outnu.m.borod Gorman forcos by ten 
to one. (Ibid, 9 Doc) 

10 Doc 

149. Following several days of prG:;aratory action, 
in the area of A Gp B tho one1:iy rosuaod his largo-scale 
attacks in tho groator ~achon area and obtainod a ponotration 
at Langorwoho. Continuation of tho powerful attacks west 
of Diircn and presumably also on both sidos of <lftlich vra.s to 
bo ox:pectod. Tho ronewal of serious fighting in the _\.a.chen 
area and the co.mnenc cBcnt of onomy attacks in the direction 
of the ~"!estwall through the 1\1o issonburg gap wore n.aking it 
i.mDorativo to accolorato preparations for the ~bwehrachlacht 
lost eno.my thrusts to the Cologne area or tho :!'?aiatinate 
doprivG it of its logical foundation. .1ttonpts to spood-up 
pronarations wore greatly hamporod, howovor, by systonatic 
Allied air attacks on traffic installations . Tho novomonts 
or at least ton f ornations wore being dolayod by tho troops 
having to detrain farther oast than plannod, which longthonod 
their approach marches by 80-100 k:lJl. In tho area of A Gp G, 
Group HBhne was under growing prossuro. At tho cxtromo 
southern end of thu ).;rmy Group front, Hagonau was lost. 
(Ibid, 10 Dec) 

11 Doc 

150. . Army Group B was undor considorablo pressure 
in the Dfiron area; Ar m.y Group G was OX) OCting tho ca?ly 
beginning of largo-scale attacks. Th0r u woro aew ponotrations 
and the cno!!lY was got ting clos or to the ~1J'ostwall. In tho war 
diary of O. B. i-Yost tho following was ontorod: 

Tho danger of an oporativo break-through 
into tho PalatinatG is thorof oro LlOVing ever 
more into tho roaln of tho possible. This 
makGs it all tho moro important to coa ploto 
tho preparations for tha ~bwohrschlacht with 
the utnost dispatch .... ThG preparations 
must bo completed boforo tho on0 y gains 
further docisivG successes at tho two focal 
~oints .... Concorning all th0so problems 
Lthore is an] activo exchange of ideas with 
OK:N and tho Filhrer in person. ·•· 
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All higher commanders (div and up) 
participating in the forthcoming operation 
have been ordered to report to the FUhrar 
(first half on 11 Dao, second half on 12 Dec). 
(Ibid, 11 Deo) 

12 Dao 

151. Army Group B reported continuing heavy fighting 
at the Dttren bridgehead. Fighting was spreading to the right 
wing of Seventh A:rmy. A Gp G reported further transfers of 
enemy foroes from the northern front of Nineteenth .fl:rmy to the 
Hagenau area. General uneasiness was caused by Allied air 
attacks that were crippling German telephone and teleprint 
oammunications. During the afternoon O.B. West was out of 
touoh with every one of his .A:rmy Groups. In the war diary the 
following was recorded: 

The danger of an enemy breakthrough in 
the greater Aachen area, as well as through 
the Weissenburg Gap to the Palatinate is 
growing by the hour •• ,. The situation reports 
are stressing the possibility of an attack · 
against the right wing of the Parachute Ar.my, 
the certainty of continuing attacks at the 
Rur and, above all, the very tense situation 
in the Weissenburg area, where the threat to 
the Palatinate has been increased by strong 
attacks from the Saarlautern area. No doubt 
the situation has become even more aoute. 
(lli,g,, 12 Dec) 

13 Deo 

152. Due to widespread fogs, Allied air activity 
was quite limited. There were no major developments at the 
fronts; southeast of Weissenburg the Germ.an foroes were forced 
to fall back further towards Weissenburg . (Ibid, 13 Dao) 

SITUATION ON THE EVE OF THE .ABDENNES OFFENSIVE 

(14-16 Deo) 

14 Deo 

153· Seen from the German side the raoe for time was 
now in its most critical stage. In the area of A Gp Ball signs 
were pointing to an imminent major attack, in the area of A Gp G 
heavy attacks on Weissenburg and Lauterburg were to be expected 
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for 15 Doc or 16 Dec at tho latest. In tho 2uantino tho 
preparations for t ho offonsivo had bo0n progr os sing wo ll; tho 
panzor div is ions wore alr_ost co11:::il ot0 in thoir ass oiJ.bly aroas ; 
it would bo :possible to launch tho oper ation on 16 Dec. Tino 
was of tho oss once ; a ::>rior ,'.Uliod thrust into tho Palatinate 
would place tho ontir0-oporation in q_uos tion ; O. B . W0 st advised 
strongly against any poss iblo l) ost pon"'~-:.J nt of t ho launching. 
(Ibid, 14 Doc) · 

15 Dern 

154. Preparations for tho attack wor o naldng furthor 
progress. During tho night 14/15 Doc t ho planned r oliofs and 
movono nts ha d boon carr i ed out. Tho fuol situation was mooting 
oxpoctations, tho i ndisycnsablo ro~uiro~onts for tho attack 
had boon mo t . A Gp B as l:o d for a further postpono;:iont, but 
O.B. Wost objoct oa. strongly on tho grounds that tho situation 
on tho l eft wing of _\ Gp G do.z:iandod tho oarli0st ~1oss iblo 
beginning of tho attack. Moroovor , with t ho bulk of the attack 
formations in tho ass o;,1bly aroas, tho secre cy of tho op0ration 
was no l onger vouchsafed, particularly so as tho onony was 
r econnoitring tho Eifol aroa with photo-flashbonbs. Tho 
COLIDitnont of strong enony f orcos cast of -'..achon was of ad·
vo.nta go to tho Gor nans, but tho r Gnowed enemy gains on tho loft 
wing of A Gp G woro a source of danger. c. of S. 0 :s. We st was 
pres ent at the Ftihror's situation conf or onco and r oport od in 
that s onso. .~t 1530 hrs word was r ocoived over t ho t ol c11hono 
from tho Ftihror' s Headquarters: 11 No change , D Day 16 Doc 44r; 
0. B. :\Test noted: 11Thor ewith all is docidod, a further change 
is no longer possiblo . :1 (Ibid, 15 Dern) 

16 Due 

15.5. !i..t 0535 hrs, aftor t on ..:iinutos of artillGry 
pro para t ion, Sixth ::?anzor _'cr!lly , Fifth Panzor ) . .:r.ui.y and tho 
participating ol omonts of Scvonth Ar r:J.y launched tho big 
attack. (Ibid, 16 Doc) This operation has bo co~o known as 
tho Battle ~tho A.rdonnos. It- was undertaken a gainst 
forbidding odds at a ti.mo when tho outcor.lCJ of tho war was a 
foregono conclusion. Whatever discomfort it caused on tho 
Alliod side was tho price that had to bG pa id for t ho JU.lied 
decisions in Sopt onber to r ofra in fron cutting off Fiftoonth 
Ar my in tho North, Ninotoonth Ar my in tho South and doliv oring 
a swift powerful singl e blow against tho industrial hoart of 
Ger many. 
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156. Due to the extremely severe security 
regulations surrounding everything even remotely connected 
with the planning and preparations for the Ardennes Offensive, 
the source materials used for the present report carry very 
little information on that subject. In the more recent past, 
however, a comprehensive first hand story of Hitler's plans 
and preparations has come to hand in the form of: O.C.M.H., 
F.S.B~, MS # A-862, Schramm, The Preparations for the German 
Offensive in the Ardennes Sep - 16 Dec 44~ German and 
English texts, (980SOM(D2?3)). A synopsis of this detailed 
presentation is being prepared by Historical Section (G.S.). 

157· The present report ·has been prepared by 
Capt A.G. Steiger, Historical Section (G.S.) 

}+ - ~I ,g/i..,; g_ ""'I l41,L ----for (c. P . Stacey) Colonel 
Director 

Historical Section (G.S.) 
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Appendix "D" 
to H.S~ Report No. 77 

Ftllirer Order of 25 Sep 44 

(TranslatiO'n) 

The enemy has transferred the main weight of his attacks 
to the Dutch area and the forefield of the Northern Vosges. 
In the South the available forces have been committed on· 
the whole, but in England he has still large fornations -
including airborne divisions - to exploit and expand success 
in Southern Holland by further landings from the air and 
frNn the sea in western and northern Holland, or possibly 
even in Gerrlany between Wilhelm.shaven and :E:mden. 

The centre of gravity of our counter-measures must 
therefore be transferred to the northern area of the western · 
front, to hold the Netherlands and make possible the 
completion of the West Wall extension, .thereby protecting 
the Ruhr area. · 

My orders are: 

2. 

4. 

5. 

The enemy in the Arnhem - Nijmegen area is to be 
destroyed by concentric attack. The f ooal point 
of this attack must be between Waal and Maas in 
order to take the Nijmegen-Grave road, thereby 
preventing a further reinforcing of the enemy 
north of the Maas. 

The southern front of Fifteenth .A:rmy and the 
western front of First Parachute }\xrn.y must be held 
at present lines. The enemy bridgehead across the 
canal south of Helmond is to be eliminated or 
securely sealed-off at least. 

The gap at the inner wings of Fifteen~h .A:rmy and 
First Parachute Army at Veghel is to be closed by 
means of a concentric attack in order to meet the 
preliminary re quirement for the destruction of the 
enew..y north of the Maas. 

A:rmy Group G will stand fast forward of the Vosges 
pos-ition thereby winning by fighting the time 
required for the completion of that position as well 
as of t he Vosges Battle-position. The long and 
unprepared triangle of the Western position from 
south of Metz via Falkenberg, Pttttlingen to Blamont 
is completely unsuitable for defence. In order 
to be- able to conduct mobile operations in the area 
Duss - Nomeny - .Luneville all panzer and panzer 
grenadier divisions as well as the panzer brigades 
presently under the ~11.i:rmy Group are to remain with it. 
The assembly of a mobile reserve also behind the 
Nineteenth 'i..rmy is necessary (sic). 

For the attack of First Parachute .Anny between Waal 
and Maas, 108 Pz Bde 1 741 ~y A Tk Bn and 506 Tiger 
Bn are to be moved-·in, further.i.1lore also 116 and 
9 Pz Divs, the latter two to be relieved by Fortress 
Bns and, if necessary, by moving-in 246 Inf Div • . · 



• 
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6. The Chief of A:rmy Eq_ui:p.ment and Commander of the 
Replacement Training lJ:my has been instructed 
to move strong forces into the area WilhelmS'haven 
Leeuwarden - Apelaoorn - Rheine~ Orders concerning 
this and further work: on the western Position 
and the West Wall will follow. 

7£ Operational Intentions and Dispositions are to 
be reported. 

Adolf Hitler 

.. 
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Appendix "F". __ 
toE:.s. Report No. 77 

OKW/WFSt Dire.ctive. to O,B.;. West 

(29 Oct 44) 

r. The Ffilirer expects Fifteenth Army to stand 
tast with all its power in the present main line 
of resistance along the line Bergen op Zoom ~ 

Breda - t s·.:..Hertogenbosch - south of the Maas. 

2·. Should new and deep penetrations resulting 
from further enemy attacks place elements of the 
foroes in danger of being destroyed, the Fifteenth 
Army would then have to hold on at least in large 
bridgeheads south of the Maas. In that case the 
right wing of the .t'l.rm.Y would have to wheel around 
towards the West to block the crossings to the 
Scheldt islands and thus prevent a breaking-up 
of the Scheldt defences from the East. 

3• The defence of the Scheldt Estuary depends 
on the heavy batteries on the island of Walcheren• 
Therefore this island is to be defended fanatically• 
Should in the long run 70 Inf Div no longer be able 
to hold on to South Beveland, the forces committed 
there must be withdrawn to North Beveland and 
Walcheren. .After the last heavy batteries of the 
Breskens bridgehead had been lost, that bridgehead 
was of little further value for the blocking of 
the Scheldt Estuary. It is to be reported whether 
at this time there are still well founded prospects 
of transferring substantial eler:ients of 64 Inf Div 
to Walcheren. If not, 64 Inf Div in the bridgehead 
will also have to stand fa st to the last. 

4. The conduct of the operations of Fifteenth 
and .First Para chute Armies is to be coordinated 
forthwith under Col Gen Student. The arrival of 
the Army Group headquarters staff is not to be 
waited for. For the tL~e being the most necessary 
elements of the command apparatus are to be placed 
at the disposal of Col Gen Student by the .Arned 
Forces Commander Netherlands, Fifteenth i\.r.m.y and 
First Parachute .A:r.m.y. 

5. In order to make possible the s~eedy 
replacement of the casualties suffered by Fifteenth 
A:r.m.y in its hard struggle, the ·aotivation of the 
8th, 9th and 10th Parachute Divisions is to be 
renounced for the present, The units and transfer 
battalions (including those still in the Home 
Defence .c\rea) which have been organize a. for these 
divisions, are to be despatched to the Fifteenth 
Army by the Inspector General of the Parachute 
Army as required by Oo-1 Gen Student. Numerical 
strength and location of the units are to be 
reported forthwith to Col Gen Student, O.B. West 
and mew. 
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3rd 1 5th; 6th and 7th Parachute Divisions, 
·including the replacea ents earmarked for them, 
will not be drawn upon. 

6~ To strengthen Fifteenth ~"lrray with regard to 
materiel, beginning on 30 Oct seventeen assault 
howitzers will be des patched to the Army. 
Additional heavy materiel and weapons for Fifteenth 
.A:rmy are to be drawn from Army Group B's own stocks~ 
Gaps ~hereby created in the materiel of other 
form.a 1;ions \fill be filled by means of higher 
allocations in November. The numbers of weapons 
transferred are to be reported. 

OKW/WFSt/Ops No •• 773955/44, Top Secret 

(Note: The foregoing is a translation of the text 
of OKW signal OICW/Vl/FSt/Ops No. 773955/44, as passed 
on by the Operations Section of the Naval Operations 
Staff to the other section of that staff in the 
form of a certified copy bearing the number 
l.Skl.B. No. 3416/44 7 Top Secret, 29 Oct 44.) 

' 
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