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Oporations in MNorthorn IMussla,
ISTE-I‘?

1. A cenmpaicn, not without significanco in the
history of the T'irst World Var, took place in Northern
Russia during 1918 and 1919 as a rosult of Allied
intervantion in that regione DBecauso of Canadian
partioipation, this Report gives a brief acoount: of
operations thoroe Fighting ocontinued JTone aftor the war
against the Central Fowers had endeds At first it was

"a 8ido showeee @ hosty inprovisation oconceived without
mich proevious considoration by either political or
military axﬁerta, almost in dosperationess to provent the
Gormans from winning the war in Franco." (Edmund Ironsido;
Archanriol 191819 (London, 1953), 192.) Later, after the
arnistioce with Gormany, Allied oporations took the form |
of holding off Russian Bolshevik attacks until White
Russian forces could be sufficiently bullt up to stand

alonce

REASQIS FOR ALLIZD INTERVENTICQN

2 The Troaty of Brost Litovsk sicnod by Lonin
with the Gormans 3 Maroh 1918, ralsed grave.fears in the
ninds of Allicd stratogistse No early end to the war could
at that time be forcsoen, Gormany was, as a result of the
troaty, at liborty to transfor furthor bodics of troops
from East to West, and if this happencd, the military
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situation in TFranecc would ve sor.toxgsly cndangceroiie A
Cerman arnmy of 55,000 men under Ceneral von der Goltz

was in Finlond octenoibly to counteract Russian Bolshevik
forces which had inveded that country during January 1918.
It aprearcd that this Cerman force could solze at will
tho icec=freo yport of Murnansl, the use of whioh as a
subtmorine baoso -.;ca§:10. have ¢ire results on tho British
oonvby systcen, oo nevel defonces in the Straits of Dover
could then dbe turncd, . "Here was the roal and pressing
danger which broucht about tho.appoarance of Allied troops
in North Russia,” (Ibid., 17)

e After ﬁrost i.itovak, the British. reacted
swiftly. In April, a body of 150 marines wes n;t ashore

et Murnensk, followed by 370 more in Mays With the co= |
operation of local Finns who were om'aoacd to the Cermans, |
this small réféo occupied tho barracks oclose to the port,

but wes not strong onouch to do moro. | (Ibid.)

be Veanvhile, on 3 April, Allled ambassadors .
and military ropresontativos in Russia rocommended an
intorvention in Northorn Russia.#® (Leonid I, Strakhoveky,
Intervention et Archonrel (Frinceton, 1944) 2.) The
Suprene War Councll at Vorsallles considered the matter.
Thore :wero other recasons for intervontion besides thoso
alrcady givene A large Czech corps of 70,000 men, formed
fron refugees and desertors, was now in the centre of
Siberia working its way to ﬁladivostok.» Would not a
1r;mding in Northern Russia cnoourage tham to turn baok?

#Thoy also recommendod intervention in Siberis, from |
the Pacifio, This was subsequently carriocd out by &he

Allies and a Canedian contingont was inoluded. Soe Report
No. 83, Historical Scotion (GeSs), Army HoadQuartorse



Thus an eastern Iront would be ree-formed and the effcot
would be felt cuiclkly in France. There was a feeling
that croat cuprort nisht be expected in the north from
the sturdy and independent reasantse TFurthormore, vast
quantities of military oCuipncent roported to be at

Archangel must te saved from the Germans. (Archansol,
18«19.) On 3 June, the Allied Council with this in mind,

sanctioned the dispateh under British, command of a military
expedition at once to Murmansk, and later, (or if possidle,
simultancoucly)to the White Sea port of Archangel, 370

niles to the southecast. (Intervention at Archansel,
2=3,)

ALLIED TROOFS AT MNURDIANSE AND ARCHANGEL

5 The Dritish had anticipatod intervontions
The Finns, aided by the Germans, were rapidly galning
supremacy in Finland and it was obvious that the amall
| foreo alroady at lurmansk must be strengtheneds
(Avchanrel, 17). A force, lmown as "Syron", was to land
thore undoer the command of lMajore(oneral O.Q'.M. Maynard.
In addition, a British Mission under Major<Ceneral F.Ce
Toole to be known as "Elope" was intended for Archangel,
whare it would holp to muster anti-Bolshevik forocos into
trained formations. (Ihid., 17-18.)

6 As ocarly as 16 May 1918 a conforence was

hpld at tho VWar Officc to consider the ocomposition of the
"Elope™ party. It wao decidod that this should not exoeod
200 all ranks, none of whom need be £it for geneoral
service. A Conadian contritution of five officors and
eloven NeCa0se was suggestods ("Froocecedings of Conference”,
Deley CullaFuCo (GaSs) £ile A=77«33.) On 27 May, Sir

Edward Kemp, Minister Ovorscas lillitery Forces of Canada,
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acroed to tho sy ocstion, and the officers and men wore
obtained fran units stationed im Englande (!'dnuto,.
initialled "A.5...", f£rou Drige=Gone Ii.Fe licDonald to
Ce0eCey 24 May 103 IcDonold to CeCeSe, OslieTFeCe, 31 May
18; ibid.) The rorty cailled for Russia in Junoce (C.CeSe,
OuMeFeCo t0 Miniotcr, CelieTeCey 24 Tod 19, OdlieaFeCe (GoSe)
£ile 0=10=36, Vole 1l.)

7e Tho "Syren" force of 600 British infaentry,
plus a machine cun company and‘ a half-oomimny of Royal :
Fngineers, together with tho "Elope" party, wore 61‘1' ,
Jurmanck on the 23 Juno as part of an Allled squadron
oonéaistinc of two Dritish, two White Ruasian, one Anorioan.'_‘
and one Fronch warship, all under B\ritiah caumande Both
forces landed at l'urmanslc, thus avorting the imnodiato
throat to that port, but it was not until 31 July that a
noval foree, carryins 500 French infantry end 100 British

‘marines under Goneral Poolo, attacked Arshangel, and with

the help of a local antieBolshovik uprising, succoedod
in talking ovor the towne. -Thoe wharves, ocapturod intact,
yieldod far leoss in tho way of useful stores than had been
expooted, It was now possible to transfer the "Elope”.
party from Murmansk to Archangel during Auguste Within.
two months of landing at Archangel, rmch had beon
accomplishede A lorge area of the northern rozion was
olearcd of Bolsheviks, and land communiocations wore
oétabliahod with Genoral Maynaxrd's foroco along the
Lmhnaﬁuk-retro(;ra.d¢* Rallwoye The military odbjootivoes,
both at Murmansk and Archangel, had been achioved with
fow oasualtieé. (Archannel, 17-21,)

. #Later Leningrade




8. puring July the qugstion of roinforeing the
“Syron®™ forcoc arosci on 12 July 1918 Canada was asked 1f
she could provide an infaniry battallon, as troops with
exporlonce of a risorous olimate wero .roquirlfdo This
impliod, os orposcd to the first roquest for a O_anadj.m; :
contribution to the "Ilope" party, that t};e nen st be :
£it for genoral sorvicej and since that would roduco
Canadien ab.tiity to reinforoc tho "woatem thoatre, the
invitation was doclineds (Lottor, Aéaiatont Scoretary, ' ;
Var 0ffico, to Soocrotary O.M.F.Ce, 12 Jul 18; lottor,

Y

‘AeGay 0ulleFeCe to Scorctary War 0£fico 20 gul 185 0.M.Fe0e

(GeSe) ruda.w-aa. "Borden Papers™, locttor from Eemp
to Borden, 1 Aug 18, PeA.Cs £il0 04C. 518(1))s i

9 Cn the 30th, the War 0ffice furthor
roquestod 18 Canadion officers and 70 N.Ci0ss for a
spoclal mob:.lo foroé being formed in the lMurmansk area
fran Alliecd contingents dnd‘looul leviess Infontry,
machine gun and artillery porsonneol tvore z"equiréd to aot
first as instructors, and later for regimontol or
administrative dutics in tho units raiseds A total of
92 offiocrs and MNeCaOSe == all voluntoors - cormanded by
Liocute~Colonecl J.Z. Lockie, sallod from Loith, Sootland,
for Murmansk on 17 Septombers (Lottor fram War Office
t0 OuMMeFeCoy 30 Jul 18; lotter rrom CeCeSey O0uliaFe0s, to
Minister, 24 Ied 19; OM.F.0s (GeSe) £ilo 0=10=36,
"Dordon Fapers®, lottoer froa Borden t0 Kamp, 2 Aug 18,
PeleCo £ilo 04Ce 518(1)e) .

104 This was not the last roquest for Canadien
troops to sorvo in ITorthorn Pusciae The United States
failed to includo artillery in its Archangel contingent.
Cn 3 Mugust Cenade was askod to provide two batterdess
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The 16th DBrigzaede, Ce.T.As, consisting of the'67th and 68th
Batterics, was formed from the Canadlian Rederve Artillory
and left Dundee for Archangel on 20 Soptanbore Its
stroncth was 18 officors and 469 othor ranksj elmost all
had been on the ‘Jostorn Front and all electod to serve
mlRussm. Throuchout the voyage the commandor, Licute=
Colonel C.IL.L. Shorman, shered a table with Major-General
WeL. Ironside, the British officer who was soon to succeced
Genoral Poole. (Lottor fron War O£fico t0 O.l.T.Ce,

3 Aug 183 lotter CeGedey OodieleCe to Minlster, OdicFeCe,
2, Tob 193 O.lleFeCe (Go3.) file 0-10-36s. Roport of the
inis 0 1910, 21-2. Unoffiocial Diary, 16th
Bricade CeFele, 21 Sep 18. Archenpel, 26)

11, Allicd forces, both at Murnansk and
Archangel, were vory rmixod. Contingents were drown from
Dritain, the United Statos, Italy, france, and Canodae
These were Joined by anti-Bolchovik Russions in both arcas;
and at Murmansk Finns end Korollans worked with the Allles,
together with Scrblens ‘“who had fought thoir way north fron
Odoaaé. An estinate of contributions compilod in Decanber

1918, gave the following distributions

}Jurnanslk Archonrol
British and Canadian 6332 6293
Amorican - 5302
French 731 1686
Italian 1251 ' -
Sorbian . 1220 -
Ruscian and other :

looally raiscd troors L44L 2715
Toteals 1,475 15,897

(Teles from War Cffice, London, to Ce.Ge3. Ottawa, 9 Deo 18,
File "Archansel Tarty," [De.ll.S. Foldor 15]1)e

The locally recruited Russian farces fluctuated consideradly

~ throuch recruitnont and defootions, but total forces at
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Iurmansk end Archen ¢l abt no time exeoedod 35,000 nene
(Lt «=Cole IleFe Vicod, "Advcniure in North Russia", The

Cenadian Army Journsl, Cotober 1957, 116.)

i2. Tho total Canadian contribution, including

both artillery and instructional personncl ot Archangel
and lurnanslk, was 41 officcrs and 544 othor rankse

13. Tho inhabitants of Northoran Russia wolcamod
the Allied forces. At Archangel they cxpelled the
Dolshoviks and sob up a loocal administration, ostablishing

the secat of the irovicsional Northern Covernment there
undor Fresident I'icholas V. Chalkovsky, with Colonel B.A.

Douroff as Covernor-Cenerales In January 1919 Chaikovaky
loft for Paris to talte his seat on the White (anﬁi-
Bolshovik) Russian Couneil thore., Ho was succeeded by
lir'e PoJe Zoubov, while Douroff was succocded as Governore

_- Ganeral by Lisut. Cencral Iugcene Ke Miller, a Whito Russien

of Baltic origin, on 8 Tebruary. The Frovisional
Covernnont co=opcrated fully with the Allies. (Winston Se
Churchill, The /fiornath, (llow York, 1929), 83. Archenpel,

37-8, 105, 107. Intervention at Archancel, 132,
h V9% Crerationa in the two areas wore ocarried out

indopendently of cach othore. It is not possible in a
linited account of the Northern Russia affair to record
in dotail tho movos and counter moves which ocourred in
both comrendc. Jiccouse Conadian units wore amployed as
such in the Archangel cporations, emphasis will be placed
on that campaign. Conditlons were similar in both theatres, |

and tho ovoreall »icture at 'Archangel applies ganerally
to Murmansk,

TN SITUATIAN AT ARCIIANGEL

15 Tho Canadian £icld drigede reachod Archangel




on 1 Ootobor and dlsembarked two days later: CGenoral
Ironsido arrived in thio sano convoy, and thus had a.
fortnicht with CGenoral Yoolo bofore tallrg over ocomnand
from hime Ironsicc found that the Bolsheviks, aftor
thoir oxpulsion from Archansol, had bdbeon oloscly pursucd

by Allled troops "to noke olboweroon for the enlistment

of as many Russiono as possible during tho wintor."

In the face of ctiffoning FBolshovik resistance » Foole's
foreco was now consolidating "in order to mal:c his defence
scourc for the ordenl which was to oomo." (Archensol,
R7=8,) TFive columms had beon pushed forwarde Of the
two main columnc, one had reacched a roint 100 miles dowvm
the Vologda Raillwey, which ran due south from Afbhanaol.
The seoond was upstrecan of the confluenco of the Dvina
and Vaga Rivers, southecast of Archangel, with forocos on

- both thoso waterwéym » those along the Vaga boing oloser

to tho rallway. This colunn e= about 260 miles from
Archengel =~ was the most advonood, due to the ald given -
by a monitor of the Royol Navys Brige-Goneral ReGe Finlayson,
a British offlcor, cammanded both éolnmna == British, |
Frenoh, American and ussian t{roops = despito the
mtervoﬁins distonoco whioh, in the ovent of advance, would
widen furthor. Two smaller columns protootod the flanks
of tho railway colurn, at tho Yemtsa River ca tho oast

and Onega (on tho White Soa) on tho woste The fifth
column, a minor ono, was at Pinoga, \onl the rivor of that
name, & hundred miles east of Archangels (Ibide, 278,

31’ 1181 II.R.E.F.. léﬁh ..r.‘;giplﬁde GOF’A. (Toronto. n.d')’ 6., '

16 The front was not continuousj in fact, the
actual front of tho Vologda railway column amounted to
1ittle more than a thousand yardss The troops were housed




in bdlookhouses rrotcoted by Wirce fxdr-.iniotrative
arreacemonts were conplicatod in that all supplies,

exeept for the reilway column, rmst bo droucht up by
wator and then be trensferred to ocarts, Snow would
nocessitate tho usc of sloighs to roach tho advanced
positionse Rusoion ronics and sloighs had not as yet
boen organizoed, a roint of immediate concorn to Ironsides
Loanwhile it was ncoocssary to ship as rmeh of thoe winter
supplies as possiblc beforo lce aealod‘ tho rivors.
Comruniocations botwoon the isolated columns in a vast
forest «= a swanp in oarly and late summor, with deep -
snow in wintor - woro cxtromoly diffioults The Canadiens
wore the only troops trained in skiing or snowshoeins,
and those were not as yot broucht forward. (Archangel,
29«31,)

=27 Beforo assuming comnmand, Ironside learnod

from the Dvina and Roilway colurms that tho local population
wes apathotic, ovineing no dosire to ficht the Dolshovikss
Cn his return to Archangel, he discussed with Cenoral

Poole the subject of raising Russian forces, and inspeocted
two local units - tho Slavo=-Dritish Allied Legion

nunbering 500 mon, all volunteors, and tho FPolish Legione

Tho former "aid not lend thenselves to being formod into

a fighting unit"; but tho lattor, 300:strong, "would very
soon be roady to tolke thelr place in the line." Tho

roports of Allied Lialson officors, "unanimous in saying

- that little was being done" by the Provisional Covernment

to raise local forces, appoared tb bo corroocts Ironside
rosolved to approach tho Covernment on the subject as a
matter of suprcno importancos (Ibide., 29, 35=6). =

18, Despite advances made, the overall situation
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was not reassuringe A great arca wag held by very few
troopse An Arotic winter approached, its effcot on men
and woaprons unpredicteds One thing was cortain - ico
would shut off Archanzel from Furope all winter, so the
force must subsist on what it hads Tho tenuous columns,
thrust forward as they were and vulnorable to Bolshevik
infiltration, causod most oconcorne "Our positions would:
have to bo wired in all round and made into fortifiod
areas, which could hold out until relievod." . (Ibid.,
29, 30, R).

19. ' Ironside's immediato decisions were theset

in view of transport difficulties in the winter, the two

main colurns must be placed under separate cémnandse |
Finlayson was to cormand on the Dvina, thé more important
colqu'z , and anothor commander for the railway column would
“have to bo found, Tho two Canadien batteries were to
strengthon thoe Dvina forces urgentlye The War Office b
showld sond out 60=poundor guns on the next shipe Finally, :
nore locally raised troops must be found. In an effort
to recrult more Russians, Iroxiside visited the gaols of
Archangel during Cotober and began to expand into a

battelion a campany of the Slavo-British Allled Legion

under Capte Dyer, one of the Canadian instruoctors. This

unit was later knoun o3 “the Dyer battalion" in honour

of its founder, subscquently killed in aotion on the Dvina
fronte (Ibid., 33, 35, 43=5. Intervention zel,
196),

CPELRATICNS OF TIIR CANADIAN FIELD DRICADE

204 ' The 16th Srigade CeF.A. wes temporarily
split, three officors and 26 men Joining the Vologda



railway colurm to man an armoured frain untll January
1919, .Tho 68th Battory was not comploto, having left
the cuns of one scction.at Dundecs A party under Mujbr
¥W.Co Hyde, the battery commander, wes dotachod o
Seletski in support of Amorican infentry of the minor
colunn oporating on the Yemtsa Rivor dbotwech the River
Dvina and the i’ailway. It was not until Deoenber that
this party rejoinod the brigade, leaving oho sootion in
aotion until April, when the brigede was complote againe
Moanwhile the balance of the brigade, consisting of the
67th Battery end what was left of the 60th Dattery,
procooded by barge to the Junction of the Dvina and Vaga
Rivora. Columns wore {izhting about 40 and 70 xﬁleq
rospeotively up each of these riverss The (67th Battery
was dotailed to the Hvina River, and the truncated 66th
to Shenkursk, the most southorly defonded towm on the
Vazae Liogt.-Colonel Sharman was appointed Ce.ReAs tO
the Dvina Force comprising both riveresolumnse ([eRelisKe,

l6th mg:gdo CQFQ.’\»I. 6.8. 30,‘

- I On 14 Cotobor, the 67th Battery (Major FeFs
Arnoldl) was deployed with one scotion on tho left bank
of tho Dvina In the villase of Tulgas, and one oppooite
on tho right bank at Iurgomons Mie found we had faoing
us some 22 armed water oraft, including soveral gunboats
arnod with 6" and 41" naval gunSese throe batterios of
£i0ld guno and as far as wo could find out, approximately
3,500 troops facing our foree of ono six gun 18 pounder
battorysss ono naval 5:1 cun nountod on an oia iron barge,
see and a grand totel of betwoon 900 and 1,000 all ranks."

. (Ibid., 17).

884 - Worse than this disparity in numbers was the
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fact that the Canadians vere ho,pal’osely outrangode The
naval gun barge kept the cnemy "at a‘rospeotml rango”
untii. 20 Cctober, whon it was sunk by a Bolshevik naval
gune The Bolsheviks brought craft forward "within ocasy
range for their cuns, yot well out of range of our 18
pounders, and choocrfully shelled us ovor open sights."”
Even tho field cuns which the enomy broucht into action
outdistanced Canadian punsj Meee his £ield puns ranged np
to 9.000 yards, while our old type buffer 18 poundor.u
vas not craduatod abovo 6,6004e4" IcO appearod on tho .
rivor on 2% Ootobor » tho navel eraft were withdrawm,
affording some respite until 10 November, vhen nild
v:éather pormittod cunboats to roeappear as d rrolude to
thoe Bolshovik attack on Tulgas the next daye (:_m.‘)

234 The 1l1th was a day memc;rable in the annals
of the 'canadian artillery. At daybreak a heavy enery
bambgrdment oponcd, followed at oigcht o'clock by a frontal
: Bolahevm'infantry attack. The right sootion guns wore,
immedliately enpazed 1n support of the Allied infantry. -
An hour later, a large body of eneny infantry about 600
strong, pushed throush the woods in tho rear of the
Canadian cnns‘, to be dlscovered by the twenty drivers of
the scotion whon only 200 yards distent, Armed with |
rifles the drivers rushed out, tomporarily ohocl:iné tho
Bolahovik advance, then fell back to the gun pits,
Lichting all tho way.“ Thoir aoticn gave warning to the
gun orows ’ i'ir.m, to the front,.so that one gun was run

- out or its pit, and reversed, ogyening up on the onenye
 Due t0 a rise in ground in front of the cun, the Bolsheviks
- wore able to advonoo within a hundred yards of the pits,
where they formod e circle and opened up with mechine guns
and rifles, while gunboats kopt up a continual bambardment
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fron tho river. A plotoon of Tho fRoyal Soots was ‘sent

to essist the cuns, and throughout tho day the little
foree held the cnemy et bay urtil late afternoon, when
dusk permitted the scoond gun to be roveréoa == inpossidble
bofore bocause of sniping. The cnemy withdrow into the
woods, leaving sizty doad and woundod including one
battalion commonder, in Canedlan handse In this action
two Canadiang «- a corporal anda drivor -- and ten Scots
wero killed. Dy 15 Novembor tho eneny, having failod to
tako Tulgac, had rctired fo his provious positions, OF
tho Caonadion cction Coloncl Sharmen said "Ceneral Ironside
t0ld meess that tho exzploit of the G7th Dattory at Tulgas
on Novambeor 11, when the drivers saved tho 5un“e... is one
which has only occurred twleco bofore in tho‘ history' of
Dritich Artillory, cnce in tho South African War and once
in 1811," One !Military Cross, three Distingulshed Conduot
lledals, and throc !ilitary Medals wore m;mrded.* (Ibid.,

17, 19. Loonld I. utrekhovsky, "The Canadian Artillery

Brigado in North ‘ussla, 1918-1919", Iho Canadlan
Iistorical Revlicw, Vol xxzix, Noe 2, June 1958, 1356.

‘W4De 16th Bde C.7.f., 2 Doo 18,)

24 . Tho batory settlod in for the wintor, using
dofensive wiroe around the gun. poaitionn“ as a precaution
acainst furthor inf‘il‘c;ration; Positions romained statioc.
To offsot suporilor Dolshovik ranges, guns woro pubhod

- forward of outpostsc "™without any possiblo means of support

out in tho opthees./ny time we wore worriod byess Lhis
cuns] dtwinc. the wintor, thoy worea orrootivaly doalt v;ith,

%A noninal roll, showing all awaxds %0 the bricadq,'
is appended. !
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in this way." The arrivel in January of a saotion of 4.5
howitzors and of two O0-joundors on 3 April at last put
the Bolshevils within runge of the Canadianse (NeReEeFe,
19, 21, 23). :

254 In the noantime, the Solotski detachment

~ of the 68th Battery had seon constant action, althouch

thero were no major oporations until 30 Doccmbere On

that date two companies of the 339th U.3. Infantry Reginent,
supported by a conpany of the Ironch TForeisn Logion,
attempted to drive tho Dolshevils out of Kadish, situated
et tho river-crossins on the Yemtsa River about twenty
nilos upstroan of Selotcki. Kadich was olearod, but next
day tho Dolsheviks counter-attacked in force. Two seotions
of the battory in Kadish not only "did not surrandoer the
position®, but were instrumental in driving off the enomy.
(Ibid., 3be Straxhovsky, "The Conadian Artillory BErigade

4n North Russia®, 1404)e

20, The ornoured train monned by Canadian
gunners under the cormand of a British naval officor as

- part of the Vologrda railway column was composod, in order,

of a flat car with sandbeg mochine gun emplacemcnts, a
coal car mountins an lC=pounder and machine guns, the
locamotive, a sceond coal car with two naval piecoes and
mochine funs mountod, and cars for accanmodation, During
Cotober the railway column achicved a slicht advanco, and
the position reachod was mainteined while tho Conadians
wore on this front. In J‘anuary. the cunnors rojoinod the
68th Dattery which, with the exception of the Seletaki
dotachment, was now at Shonkursk on the Vagae ([lsRsEsTs,
49=504)
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27. © On 19 January the Bolsheviksa, ordered to:
start a goneral offcnsive to drive tho Allles out of
Archangel, attaclied Anorican and Russlan troops at Shenkursli
It wes durdng this enpacament that Capte Cl.hAe Mowat of

68th Dattory wos wounded, and later diedes The town was
préotioully gurrounded; only oﬁo exit romained open,

throuch which tho Allles rctreated 25 Jenuary to a now
defonsive pocition on the Vaga thirty miles nortil at

Kitsa. Of the rotread, Ironside sald "Groat praise i8eee

due to the Cancdian battory, which brought thelr cuns
safoly through the long nmarche." (Archanroel, 103.
Strakhovsky, "Tho Canadlon Artillery Drigade™, 140el.)

WINTER CQIDLUICITS e MCRALE e TIE GEVERAL ARMISTICE

23, The onemy did not follow up his suocess at
Shenkursk, but his norale was high while that of the Allles

‘was corrospondingly 1owercd'. Thougch conditions favoured

the defensive =~ no attack could be long, and cover mst
be sooured at tho cnd of it «= it was diffioult to keep up
tho spirits of tho men if they wore never to leave the
soocurity of the bdlockhousose "We had to sit passively
awalting attack... whioch 1o never satisfactory for .any :
troopa™, sald Ironsides In the blo'okl;ouaca the manipulation
of arms was casy; 4in the opon it was a difforent mattere |
mioollen gloves with a separate compartment for the trigger |
finger were essentiole When the fingers booano numbed

there wero gauntlets strung round the soldier's neok,

into which thoy could to thrust until the oirculation ocame
backe To touch metel with the bare hand was like grasping

a plece of rod-hot irons.s.s If a machine-gun jammed,. the
only way of getting it going egain was by taking it apart
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and boiling it. This zrecluded thedr use in the open."
(Archonsel, 66, 06, 91. Staekhoveky, "The Canadian
Artillery Brigede”, 141)e The hours of darlmess, twenty
out of twenty-four, wore tolling on the ‘mon, but above

all it was the sconinz rurposclossness of their mission

in Northorn Nuscla which affeotoed and displrited the troopse

20« with the Arnistico of 1l November 1918,

the o:ji(:inul elns had disappoarede Why thon were troopq'
8till fizhtinge an cnemy with whom they were not at war?
Mo ozxplanation woo ever offax'-ed to the troops} thouz;h

it must have becn obvious to them that at tﬁe time of the
armistice tﬁe port of Archancol was icoebound, foreing
them whethor they liked it or not to stay and fight in
Northeorn Russia throushiout the wintore. Their operations
had, however unwittingly, beccome a phase of the Russian
Civil VWar and there were oclanorcus outeries in the British

clear orders®..e. by the middlo of January I still had no
definite instructions es to tho future polioy of the r
Archangel foree when tho thew camee" | (Archongel, 106e) e
In a genoral roview of the situaticn in Russia which he
received from the Var Office at tho end of April, he was
still left without instructions, though it was now clear
that his main objective was to bo "a peaceful evacuation
of all Allicd forcos bofore the conming wintere™ (Ibid.,
129.) The dcoision to evacuate wes in faot taken in
YMarchs The Supreme Council in Paris lacked any unity of
purpose towards the Russian Civil War, (Ibid., 194) and
in the abscnco of a cormmon policy "on 4 March the War
Cabinet decided to pross the Allied Represcntatives.es tO
agree to the early evacuatlon of North Russia by the Allied
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troops." (Aftermoth, 248). >
30. eanwhile the disaffection of the troops

revealed itself in mutinies. On February 26, a British
battalion sent from Murmansk to reinforce Ironside's
forece, refuscd to pyoceed to the front. The trouble was
quickly supprossed, the battalion marching the same day.
(Archansmel, 112). A company of French Colonials refused
to go to the front at the beginning of March, and this
incident was followed at the end of the month by the
refusal of an American company to return to the forward

posts. (Intervention at Archangel, 162-3.) One section

of the Canadian Field Brigade refused to obey orders.*
(Letter from Colonel Sharman to O.G.S.. 13 Apr 19, oited
in Precis of Correspondence relative to North Russian
Foroe™ prepared for Sir Robert Boxrden, 17 May 19, ?Borden '
Papers", P.A.C. file 0C 518(2).).

3l. During February neither the 67th nor the
68th Battery had eny serious engagement. On 1 March, the
68th Battery participated gallantly in the defenoe of
Vistavka, a forward outpost of Kitsa which after the fall
of Shenkursk was the advanced position on the riveerhga;
and on 9 March it helped repulse a stronger attacke. The
Seletski detachment rejolned this battery during April
"and this was nost welcome news." In March, the 67th
Battery, still in position at Tulgas and Kurgomen on the
Dvina, handed over the Tulgas side of the river to a
Russian battery hitherto "scattered amongst us roriarety

training purposes", Tulgas was defended by a force of

#It is not knoun what action was taken. War Diaries
(Brigade H.Q.,67 & 68 Batteries) are missing for this
period in April though all oontinue in Mny.)
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Russion infantry. On April 25, tha,‘ Russian infantry
mtinioed, killing coven officors, and handed Tulcas. over
to the enemy. Tho Mussian battory did not Jjoin the
mitincors, but joined the Cenadiaon dattory, bringing thedr
guns with theme %Ono of the proudest things on which

the 67th Battory can lock back [4s] that tho Russian
battery, which thoy had "notherod” and trained by prooopt
and oxamploe.es should stand firm," The loss of Tulgas
oreated a most precarious position for tho Canadians at
Kurcomene The rositions lost, only 2500 yards away,
"wore, considorably hicher" and the Dolsheviks "oould see
all our cuns without ony difficulty." The enany used
evory medna, such as his river flotilla, to oapﬁﬁre
Kurgomenj but with the olearing of tho ioo two British
gunboats mounting Geinch guns came upstream from Archanzela
Joint efforts on land end water forced the Bolsheviks back,
and Tulgas was rocaptured on 18 Maye (NeR.E.Fe, 12, 23,

TI CATADIANS WITHDRAW
32 Un that day the Canadian Prinmo Minister

(5ir Robort Borden) addressed the British Scorotary of
State for War (Ire Churohill) insisting that the Canadians
should be withdravm fron Northern Russia dmnodiatoly. |

Two provious roquests in larch had elicitod the information
that this could not be possible before the early swmor
becauso of ice. In his letter Borden cmphasized that

the demobilization of the Canadien Corps and the withe

- drawal of Canadlan troope from Siberda rondor any further

continuance of our forcos at Archangel absolutoly
inmpracticable,” and pointod out that the port of Archangel

was now open to navigation, Tho sano day Borden wroto
to Lloyd Goorge, tho Dritish Prime Ministor, enolosing
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a copy of his letter to Churchill, gnd emphasizging his
roquest, (Lettors, Dordon to Churchill, end Borden to
Lloyd George, 18 lay 19. "Borden Papors®, PeAeCa filo
0c 518(2),) 5

33, ‘I4s wishes were at onco complied with in
the oase of the 16th Field Brigade, which was relieved in
1ittle over two wooks. This was possible through the
dispatoh fron Inzland of a relioving forco of two brigades,
cach with a battory of howitzers, which arrived on 27 liay
and 5 June respectively, and by putting furthor Russian
forcos in the line. The Provisional Goveranmcnt was
enlisting men more culckly. Numbers grow from a monthly
total of 70 in September 1918, to 1894 in Oétobor, and

by the end of April in tho following yoar General liller,
the Russian Covernor Goneral, had orgenized a foreco of
16,000 mons (Archonsol, 94, 127, L40=1l, 147.) There vere'
miinies, notably that of the Dyer battalion of the 'Slavoe
British Logion on 7 July, followod by a mitiny of tho
tnoga oolurm, now entircly Russian, whore all positions
wez;o handed over to tho Dolsheviks, Elsewhere, Ruscions
fought steadlly and well and there was hope thoy would
hold Northern Russia for the enti-Bolsheviks after the
evacuation of the Alllcse. (Ibid., 152, 156, 158, 161,
164, 172.)

e Cn 11 June, at Archangel, General Miller
inspeoted a farewecll paraﬁo of tho brigadoe Ilo addressed
the troops and, in the words of Colonel Sharman,

informod thom that his hoartfolt thanks went
out to the Covornment of Canada for the
macnificont worl: of tholr troops, Although

‘" four of tho officers had been awarded
Rugoian lecorations during the wintoer, he
stated that he would not allow a single

- officer of tho Drigade to loave Russia -
without samo mark of appreciation from his



Covernncnte All officors not previously
dceooratcd were then awarded tho Oxlor of ,s
3%e Annc or the Crdor of Lte. Stanlslause |
The Governor-(Gecneral also prosented to : 3
tho Iricade ton Ste Georso's Crossoes and |
ten Ste Goorgo's lMcdals (Tho Russian ’
oQuivelent to tho Viotoria Cross and DeCeMe ’
rospectively)e. These wore given to tho

nen in rccocnition of their soplondid work

and followiny tho Russlian oustam, tho nen

of each Dattory choso the ton bravostess

(IeReHaTsy 12)6
Ironside elso addressed thoe mony the Canadlian commander
wont on to say that "Goneral Ironside, the Commandereine
Chiofeee t01d thcmeee what the Canadlan Artillory had
moant to him during the winter. Over end over again the
CeT'sAs hod saved the force from destruction and the highest
traditions of the Cenadian Corps had been fully
maintained.” (Ibid.)

35 Canadian casualty figures for the campaign
wores killed in action, fivej; dled of wounds, onej died
of siokness, one. (Ibid., frontispiecocc.)

36, The brigade ambarkoed 11 June for Ingland,
followod by the party from lMurmensk, rotained with Canada's
approval in responsc t0 an appeal by lMaynaxd, end the
instruotional party from Archangel; both woro evacuatod by
Septamber 1919, thus ending a most unique expericnce in

the history of tho Canadian Armed Foroos. (Ibid., 12.
Lettor from C.C.3. to Ministry of 0.M.F.Ce, 26 Aug 19,

HeQs £ile 4=21, "urmansk TForce (Syron Party)® [D.H.S.

Polder 15]« Tel from Churchill to C.GeSe, 21 Jul 19,
"Bordon Fapors", FP.A.C. file CC 518(2),) ‘

TIE ALIIED EVACUATICH

370 : The overall situation in the Archangel

sector of Rusoia was“now thise Troops who had foucht
throughout tho wintor had beon withdrawn, and in June the
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relicving foroe and éhe Russians ware holding tho line,
which was muéh the sane as during 1918. On 18 Novamber
1918 Admiral Aloxander V, Lolchak had sot uia a Govornnent

at Omslz and assuned command of all the White amieé in
Rusclae Thore was hope that the Czech Corps would strike

throuch to Archangel from Siberia, thus uniting the
northorn and castern fronts; but Kolchak quarrelled with

the Czochs, and only one of thoir Yeadors » Goneraol GeRe
Caida, supported him. Of Kolchak's somieindecpondent armies,

only Galda's wantoed to make a Junotlon with the Allles at
Archangel, The others pursued differont objeotives; as
a rosult, despitc success on all fronts up to the middle

of 1919, ell falled oventually and had to retreat. Galda,
as early as 24 Deccnber 1918, had advanced to within 400

milos of Ironside's noarcst posts on the Dvinaj but 4in
June 1919, whon Archangol was open and fresh troops wore
arriving, he was falling back to the Urals. (Archongel,

87=9¢)

384 There was now no alternative to turning ° |
over the Archangel and Murmansk ercas to the looal Rusaian
forees before tho evacuation of all Allied forcesj the

Var Office sanf out CGeneral Lord Rawlinson on 4 August

to superviso this. Ravlincon had further roinforoecments
fronm Dritaln at his dlsposition: threo additional infentry
battalions; onc merine battalionj one machineegun battalion}
two battories of artillery; a ricld company of cngineors,
end five tanks. Towerful naval foroos, including monitors

‘which could ascend tho Dvina river, also came and anplo

shippinge Rawlinson launched offonsives to cover evacuation |

th
dn both theatres. Doth were successfuls That M/Arghuncol

area, corried out by Iritish end Russian troops under
Ironside, began 10 August on the Dvina front, It resulted
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in the envelopment and dostruction of the wholo

Bolshevik front, ond tho capture of 3000 prisoners at a
cost of 145 killed ond woundode (Ibide, 167=8. Aftermath,
251-2,) "The encny having boen temporarily paralysed,

a swuift and urnmolested withdrawal was made™ first to the
inner defences which Ironside had establishod around
Arohansel duri”; the provious winter, thenoo to the ahips. :
Food and arms wore loft with Gonoral Nillor and his
Russion troopse The Dritish ovacuatod by sea six thousend ‘
romgeés who had clooted to goe "Dy 27 September tho
ev;muatiqn of Archangoel was coﬁplotod. followed on 12
oétober_by that of Murmansk, "Those who remained to
continue the civil war d4id so of their own rréo Willeee
Safety was provided for cvery Russian man, woman and ohild
who wished to leave." (Aftermath, 252),

39 | : Nevertheloss, the soquel was dismale
Russien forces at fmolﬁngol collapsed five. months aftqr-
wapds ( Archansel, 187.) on 19 Fobruary, followed by those .
at Murmansk two days later. The Soviet Governmont ree-

~ establishod its rule on the shores of the White Seaj and
though Genoral Miller esecaped, mass exocutions of officers

and leaders quenched+the last hopos of anti-Bolshevik life

and freedon in Northorn lusslae. (Intexvention gt

Archanrol, 253«4e Aftcrmoth, 254)e
CCOLCLUSTIN

404 That had Allied intervontion accamplished?
There are lescons t0 be loorned from the campaipns in
Horthern Russla. !iilltarily, they were a success, since

- thoy folled CGormen desirns to use the northorn yorts as

submarine bases, and played thoir part in chcoking the
flow of Gormen trocps from cast to west. Folitloally, as
support to tho North Rusaien oounter-revolutiong they were
a fallurej Allied policy after the Germen collapse was
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singularly lackinc. In no Allied country was there
sufficient weight of public opinion to justify armed
intervention against the Bolsheviks on a declsive scale.
Forces committed wore wholl} inadequate t0 achieve a
Junetion with the Czochs in the east; they could do
little more than protect free Rugssians in a given looality.
Thus, operations, which we now know to be wise, were
wrecked by lack of aim and halfeheartedness. (John Buchan,
History of the Great War, Vol 4, (London 1922), 295=6.

Intervention at Archarirel, 257=-8. Archangel, 192.)

4l. - This Report was compiled by Capt J.A.

- Swettenham R.C.IE.

5// 11z
(G.J. » Nicholson
/)/Director Historic
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BRITICH HONOURS
CoMeCo
Col. CeH.L. Sharman, CeBeFe

BiZR TO D.S.0.
Major FeFe Arnoldl, D.Se0.

MILITARY CROSS

Capte WeJe DBradshaw
Capt. O.A. liowat (deceased)
ueuto JeSe ¥ORREE

" JeDe UWinslow
w Je RObBXts.
" VeSe Hewion
" SeCe Evans

BAR TO DeCobis
302618 LEdre We Birkett.‘?;.c.}io

Anrendix "aA”

Honours Awarded 16th Brigade CFA

305605 Cple Ve Hughes
300748 Bdre Jele Franois
506479 Cure CeCo cordell
332881 GATe CoeSe wilson
304679 A/Are WeDe COO
41459 Cnre GeFe Atherton
85657 Care JeVe Murphy
234756 Sig. WeRe Farrison
2040827 S1ze DoVl Fuchuanan
318988 Gar. F.C. French
415354 Dvre M. Kennedy
87350 Bdre. L. Araitage
85988 £gte. E. Marshman
- 42091 Dvr. Ce Halner
315949 E£Egte GehAe Hughes
42613 Dvre. Ge Worthington

KeSolls

45050 BeQeleSe We Rudge
5424 ReSeMe Te Hewltt
43944 F/cgte WeGe Fisher
40905 F/ogt. E. Dunford

45253 BeSelie Ae FYaume, DeCele, Lk,

DeColie

302618 Dvre We Birkett
347:.8 A/ngu Fede FYrape
41438 sSgte Wefe Armstrong

30081: Cple Fe Vheeler
87933 Cple ReLe Ecaman

2100340 8ige JoN. Joxrdan
40103 BeSeMe Te Thoapkinson
43800 Sgte CeDe Winegaxd
85697 Bdre Cele CoOlwell

BAR TO MM,

428089 Sate Jehe
89096 Bdre LeWe

seddow, k.ile
mppeu ] M OMO

M.lo

335115 8ige ReA. Dunbar
85743 Gar. e leehan
446031 " Ve Maxwell
43840 " VeJe Cunninghem
83866 " e Meloney
150730 £1ge AeXe Halladay
415 400 Sige Welle Dowling
- 301697 Egte LeRe Ekaife
305601 Cple P.L. Delney
334824 Gare TeJe 0'Councll
91580 Bdr. J.M. Crockett
1251864 Care Ceo hobertson
340448 Lvr. G, Watters
300364 -Onre We Perryian
33597 Care Je LiGLean
40060 ©£ige J.P. Brelter
301771 Cple TeBe Greaves
304085 Dvre Viede Donzhue
41445 Sgte AeSe Hioks

EUSSIAN FOROUES

ORDER OF 5T APO:ZTOLIC AND
GRAND IUKE VIADIMIR

(4th Cless with Swords and Bow)
Cole Cel,Le, Sharman, CeBeEe
1ajor WeCe Hyde, DeSe0e

ORDER OF £Te ANNE

Capte JelAe BiviCe, MeCo ‘31'“ CJJJBB)

Liocut, JeDe Viinslow, M.Ce (3rd Class)

Capte WeJe Bredshaw, V.Ce. (3rd Olass)
% AeAe Gillls, )eCs (3rd Class)

» Ae VOCuasland, V.Ce (32d Class)

" ReMe Cals (3rd Class)

" HeVe Schwaln (3rd Cless)

*  Te.He Fungerrord (3rd Class)

"  WeJs Hollidoy (3rd Class)

ORDER OF €T, STANISLAS

Hajor F.F. Arncldl, D.8,0e. (Znd Class)
» WeCe Hyde, Dele0e (2nd Class)
Lieut, G.Y.L, Crossley (3rd Class)
" VWeF.Le Edwards (3rd Class)
EeCe Evans, l'eCe (3rd Class)
%.We Hague (3rd Cluss)
T.Ce MoConkey (3rd Class)
JeSe f0RA0, Li,Ce (Srd Class)
WeSe Newton, M.Ce (3rd Clases)
.JeRe FPaplneau (3rd Class) :
Jeo Roberts, li.C, (3rd Class)
" AeleL. Ketmore (uprd Class)

2 33333 3

STe GEORGCE®'S CROSS

85671 Bdr. Keh. Walker, 67:th
87:292 Sgte HoNe Taylor, 67th-
89764 Bdr. Ee.Ae. Ingram, 67th
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STe GLORCE'S CuCii (Coa'd)

859€8 Sgte Ee Nuwrshucu, 87th

45503 BeSelie AeHe fruse, 67th
S0560S Cpae Ve Huches, €8th

348.87 3nre LeGe Korr, 68th
v 43799 A/Cple AeRe ''inegzard, 68th
337879 Gnre To Gray, 68uh :

ST, GUORGL'S MLDAL ;4

33901 BUre Deds iloriis, 67th

450691 Gnre (e Ilalaer, 387th

301800 Cple Eede Pelo, ©7th

80003 Cplss Ptxe ol o .".lipPo 67¢h

S01987 Vhre Je Licliuster, 67th

34147-3 DVZe HeAeRle "\"700&. ¢sth

0018 Dvre He Stewart, 68th

308848 5ige LeVWe Nelaw, th :

Su4000 Cnre Joite Wutsocu, 68th k.
330843 Bdre GeBe Windsor, €8th

MEDAL OF ST STANICLAS (1st Cless)
- O434 ReSelie T Hewlth, Headquarters
" MEDAL OF 5T, 23 (2nd Class)
9119 S/ogve Fe ?brsyth. Headquarters
" MEDAL OF £T. STANISLAS (4nd Cless)
' BO060 £/Sgte BeAeJe Wicke, Healquarters

. SU4492 A /Ogt. X.J.E. Hudson, Headguarters
8181084 5ige CeVe Vialters, Headquariers

1 % s
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