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Al1ic@ Tntorventlion in Siboria,
LOL0=L0LY
le Tho erca of tho hite Sca was not the onlj

gphere of Allicd interwvention in Russia.s DBoforo tho war
with the Central Towers hod ended, Allled contingentso of
frioricon, Dritich, Canaldlon, Fronch, Itallon and Japanogso
troors had catored Siberla. Labte in lNovanber other
landings ab Dolku on the Casplon, and at Batun on tho Black
Soa; gave tho Iritish a flrm grlp on tho Trans-Caucasus.

L -

n December, the Irench discmbari:ed at Odessa and ontored

tho Crinea and tho Ulmraine. (illian Honry Chanmborlin,

Tho Dusslen Rovolution 1917-1921, Vols 2, (Uaw York, 1935),

15Le Winston 8. Churchill, The Afternath, (low Yorl, 1929),

108-9+) Decause of tho prosonce of Canadions in Siberia,
the gtory of develornents there now rofuiros attention, of

which this Neoport ic a rrolinlnary accountes
' REASCHS, POR INTHRRVIMTION

. Toatilitics bobwoen Muosia and the Ceontral

t’\)

Towers woro suspended on 2 Docamber 1017 The Troaty of
Drest Litovsk which followoed offored Mussia to CGorman
dorinatione. Therc con bo no doubt that throuchout 1910,
the Gormann looked gonfidontly toynuacia,,noﬁ only for

L atontial $orritorial gains ags a revard for thelr war
effort, bt alco es o vitelly importont courco of foodstuffs,

0il, and “,ucral" The Ukraine, the Coucasus and the Casplen
b ; )

#500 Jo~o~u Toe £2, Ilstorical Scctlon (G.5.), Aray
a (i‘_:t” ZJ-& UC




" e

e it 2 ¥ A T e g e e e i . e o -
":J’(»-:J.,C {::".l ’u.&.b.‘l&.’.’l‘ €SN 3 2% S e D ; Ll ‘J.'C\.. .4-} 'L.a.-.s.)’ i."..-u UJ &4 b.‘&u.t..-q

Yy

& i I, SRy Ty T O AR | = 3 & A b 2 Pt b L |
into Siberla, they hoped to defoat the Allled blockale, Al

tho Siberian port of Viedivoestol: moreover, as at Archangel,
theoro were reports of vory: considerable military stores
originally intended for fusaian use againgt the Cantral
rowers) the dancer now wasn
Gorman hands and be turned eoalnst the Alllies GO
the slaughtors Nox was this allj a prostrate ussia
coabled the Gormong to transport nen and arymnition fron

the Zostern to the Wostern front abt a time whon the weight
of tho Amoricon cantry into tho war had not beon appreciably
folbt, and all was ln the baloncce (Lloyd Coorge, Haz
Yiomoirs, Vole 6, (Londony 1936), 3157-Ce Churchill,

;_._;_3(‘...”(}'{4}1, 70’. UO‘ .) : x‘,

Je On the other hand there wore somo grounds
for optinmism: the Dolshovik truce and lator pecace treaty
had producecd widesproad reaction in Russia, which was now
in o stote of turroll; countorerevolutionary standards had
boen raised by the Cessaclis on the Dong the macg of the
Siberien people, who desired order, had little leoaning
towards the Bolshevik reginmoj lmurmansk ond Archemgel wero
opon 0 Allied shipping; and in the Cancasus novenents
wero afoot to bar ontry by the Central Powers 40 the
Caoplan, Finally, the pro-Allied Czoch Corps, widcly
disporsed, lay along the linc of the niddle Volga and atb
Vladlivoastoks thoush tho country betweca wes otill &n

L -
Aftermnt

Dolshevik handoe L, 78+ John Duchan, A IHistory

of the Groat Var, Vol. 4, {(London, 1922), 2868,)

O The nlain task of the Allles was to
reconobitube the Zastern front and to withold Russian

supplies from Gorsany. The lilitary Reprcsentatives of tho
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unrene ar Council accexdingly recormended as carly as
I -
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23 Deecember 1917 thot all national troops in Russia wi

-

wore deteornined to continue the war should be fully

e v .

supportod. (Aftermath, &1=-2, Duchan, Gread Uar, 289.)
There eppeoarcd to be two epproaches throuch which such

help could be surilicd -- the northorn ports of NMussla in
furore, and the eesstorn frontlicrs of Slbeoriae O those,
the Siberian one wes undoubtedly the nmore important,
especlally as Japan -- an Allicd Fower end the oaly one
with troors aveilable for intervention in force == was
cloce at hand, roady and willing to orjosc hor armies to
incursicns by tho Ccentral Fowers in Egstorn Russia. To
countor~balance this was the possibility that a Japanose
invasion night cause the Dolshovike, with the suprort of
the Russlen people, to throw in tholr lot oponly with the

ononye (Lloyd Coorge, lor lermoirs, 3176. Aftormath, 82.)

Por this roason, intervontion by moreo than one of tho

Allied Fowors woas decnmed ecscntiale.

Se in Decenber, tho views of Japan and the
United States werc soucht, Japan favourcd interveontion,
.but'saia that American participation would be unpopular
in Japan. The United States favoured ncither joint
intorventlon with cepan nor action by the Jopanese alcne,
Valuable nonths clopsed ~- the iscue undocided desplto
apreals from the osuprene Var Council -- until Dolsheovil:
efforts to disarm She Szceho in Russia, at Cormon
insticatioh, rrovided the incentive for tho landing of
roopss This treechory by the Bolshevilis, who had

guarantced safe passase Tor tho Czech Corps throuch Nuseia,

<

£}

resulted in violent countereattocks by the troops they
tricd to a

i

isarm. 7Thozo vere cxtraordinarily successful.
i |

3y 6 'June 1918 the Czmeehs were in possession of the



() w1 A ] Y2 ks Sesram IS, PISETS. e | PSR gy PR
ironsesiboprlan Rollwoy fron a hundr 64 : -‘-}3’.0&1 weat of th
YaurnT B2 e, 8 e L & Tl a%en o8 oy e .9 iy
LS ? - 8 Dol Vil y T Y 2Rt ol V™
Ural lountalins castwards o Irgcnoyarske Cn tho 20th,

cno of thoir dotachnents seized Viadlvostol, ond on

13 July their advence had yrogressed fron Krasnoyoersk.to
dautsl In tho dircevicn of tho Faclific. Mo link had as

yet been cstablished betwoen Irlmbtsk end Viadivostoli, and

it wos not until the ziddlo of Soptanboer == aided by the

Allios == that they cuccceded in thls, thus restor

b
K
4

reilvway communication glong the whole Trans-Sitorian route.

4

(Lioyd CGeorge, lor lenolirs, 3172« Mftormobh, £2, 04=C7.)

Ge ¢n 2 July 1928 a furthor apneal fron tho
Var Council to Ireccident Wilson, again for 1ntcrvoﬁtion,
not witﬁ succoss. It was foared that the Czechs were in
irminent dengor of beings annihilatod by hordes of Gernan
and Austrion forner priconers of war, and thisc stirred
the Pfesiﬂent into vebion. e p?oéosod ého dispatoh‘of )
an intcrnotionhi force Yo rostore and »regorve the
corrunications of tho Cacchs.® On~§ho 5th, tho United
States "announced its deolsion of a limited intervention

 in Slberia ?fqr the rurrpose of rendering rrotecetion to

tho Czccho~uicvats coainct the Gornans and €0 agsist in

tho offorts at solf-governmont or sclfw-dofence in which

the Iucoiaons thomeclves may be rcady to scocpt coolstancol.t

(Aftormath, 63)

Te The arrnngcnnﬁt to which Wilson finally
conseated was that the Nritlsh and Anoricans should cach
send 7000 troopa, ond that the Japanoae should provide a
force capable of advenein: o the oid of tho Czceh Corps,
then at Lako Bailkal (Irlmubslk). Iio onviéacod a Japancse

~

#Churchlll is here quoting from an unidontificd source.
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The Fronch and Iritlch rocosnizod that-a for larger Japanes

force would be roiulred., In the end, the Japancso landce
pore than 70,000 men, using eo an excusco tho fact that the
Anericons had czcceded their gtated total by tho addition
of somo 2000 adrinistrative troopse (Lloyd George, lom

'omoirs, 3192),.

Coe Active intervention begen carly in Aucust,

British and French detochomonts were tho Lirst to arrlve

i v

at Vicdivostol. The fermor concisted of tho 25th I idglc ox,
fron I'ong Fong, lator reinforeced by another battallone On
the 12th the Japancse disombarked, thelir commander, Gonoral
iluso Cbori, assuning comrand of all tho.Allied forces

six days lator. fncricons from tho Phiiippines landed on
the 15th and 16th, folloucd by a further Ancrican fo:oo,'

on Ly Sopbember, under the centingent comnander, llajor-

Gcnoral WeBw CGroves. A orall body of Itallans Lfollowed.

2

At the timo of the armistico in Iuronc, this niscellany

of troops, togc thor wish Czochs and Whito Iugsians, was

strung c"ous the routc of the Trons-3iborian Railway fron

. thoe Yraecific ocoast aa Jar os Ural nountains, and a

viw

- hundred niles boyonde (Aftormath, 88 Lloyd Goorge, lar

B

cdeomodrs, 3193s eke Floayfolr, Officlial Corrospondent with

Canadian Forccs in Siboria, Lebtter 1, ucrios 1, 5 Doo 1918,

HoQu, ColloTe (Uiboria) Filo 49,)
: CATADIAN PARTICIPATICN

Qe A wiccl: pfter Che Anerican deslsion had beon

aggo unced, the or Cfice goucht the vicwa of the Canadian

g
H
g

Minlotor on the aveilability of Canadlan troops Lfor
Siberlaes The Dritish hed beon givon te undorstand,
vhiet -two battelions of dicchiorged soldicrs

could bo raised in Cenada -- ¢uite in kocoplng with the
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Iolchak CGovernnent which had beon escteblished on 186 &

A% ke |

lliovenber, convinecd that this would satisfoctordly
assure the freodon and seli=covernnent of the Mussian
nconlo. Dy then the rosition of the Allies, insuroountablo
in 1918, hed been largely rclinuished, wherocas the

2 ®
Polshevilzs had reised arnics and consolidated tdcmsclvos.
What was porfcetly rocsible, even at the beginning of

1919, was ro lenger so in Junes (Aftepnath, 165, 186.)

1. - Lordent's renply was nade on 201 Tovombeé.
In the meantirie he had econferred at the War 0ffico and
found out that 1t was not the intention to cormit Dritich
» Cenadian forccs in an offonsive conreisn, Tholr
presence in Sitcria, it wos belleved, would have an
importent influence in stabilizing the situation, and thay
would assict in training the armies of tho now Xolchuol:
governnent, Tho Dritish, desplite cqually ctrong jublic
opinion, were cdding to thoir forec the 1/9 Ianiohircs --
originelly intended to relicve the l'lddloscx battalion e
and intonded to employ both units ab Cnol:e They urged
that Cenorel Hinsley should lmnodliotely go forward with/

v. 4

his staff to command these two battalions, Tho Dritish
aprreciated that the malin objeet was to provent Siberila

from poing inte anarchy; the new govornnont roquired =

broathing sypace acourcd by armed force, and thus a firsot

e

considoration would be to render the now Pussian troons

officiont, "impcricace hdo shotmee. that Nuscian troops
will melt awey if they have nobt the moral support and
oxample of no naticr how scall an Allicd contingcentess
The pregonce ol ¢hic gmall Dritish, Trench and Italian

forces has clready hoed considerable offects The sdvent
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to hoarten the 'mzoians was anxiovu Uus’ 40 have the Canadian

Torco ab Cmok, This (locloy could in no-wise do. Thero
was mich emescrntod corresrondence betiiacn the two, of

which the follo.ins cxeerpt from one of Knoxz's lettors
is an exanmple: "I still hope thoy [tho Conadian

sen@ troors to o the vhole hoge I

;,...v

Covernneont ] w
they only thinir ¢f vloyin: tho Ancerican-Jdarancsc s :.tti;.u
eome in the Far Lsst, I honesotly don't aco rmch use in
thoir coming ab 0ll.%  {inox to lmsley, 27 Dec-18,.
"3iberian L.F., 1919", folder 17, file 3.) Dut the
clinato at Vledivestolr, whore all Canadlans were
concentrated (with tho oxcoption of a omall stafl at

Cosok) was raminiccent of Zastern Canada and not unploasants
voluntary soclollics, working with the Canadian Red Croso,
provided some ameniticss (Reports by We.EB« FPlayfoir,
Officlal Corrcspondent in Siboria, H.Q., CeleTFs (Siboria)
£ile 49). ‘

WITHDRATAL OF CAWADIAN TROOPS

20, Meanwhile, it had become obvious to Dorden
that the cconcnmie motives whieh had becn a najor rcason
for tho dispatch of tho forpo vere no loaser valld,
Canada could reep no advantages wnder the chaotic conditions
which provalled in Siboriae Cn 30 Decamber, 1918, at a
"nocting of the Imperial War Cgbinet, he brolke the long
inpacse which had existed betwecn himself and the cabinet
in Ottawa by rccommending & new deparburc in Ruzsitun
policys He sujpestedy instead of kecoping troops in
Missia, an invitation to the Nussian Governments, both
Whitc and Red, to send ropresentatives to Farls for o
confercnce with the Allled and associated. nations,

Frossuro could then be brousht to bear to eonbrol eopression
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intercated 4n ottoining a peroon OQL focthold in Nussian

o =ad « e B wEopy The# Tr PR AL AT
teorpitory cast of Lelze Dailel, the Japancos refused to

Adl lhrmd By o sy @iy e T S T > Yo S A
cend their troono weot of the lake ord toolr little
a2 P " A e B ¥ L b n P ¥4 & Jn
intorest in rrascting I0lchaktc military sucoests

S TR T e ¢ A v 32 eyl o
Censistent surniort of Jolchak wos left to the Drlitish,

kR % g The A e o et v 3 oY . * .
Trench and Italisnc, who saw in hin tho only moeans o2

helping the Iussian peorlo to schieve froodon, pelle

governmont, ond zcaco, (Chanborlin, T uonion

Revolubtion s ) 61—-.3;,, 182, }

23, The aothul ;-ugtln~ was left to ﬁLo

Russionse In uocagbor, an advence by the northern winc

of Kolchal's Oiberien Aray was count cr=balancod by a
Dolshovil: advance fron the Volga to tho approaches of
the Urael mountaeinse Thoro was nnbstantial anéi»

Dolshovik puccoos during liarch and April, whon Caida,

in tho nort“, had reachod a point only four hundred

- niles from Archangel, In:the south, on advanco which

roached the important towno of Kasan and Samara on the

Volga continued until ¢he ond of Aperils The succosces

L
o

of the Sibverlan Arny vere matched by the armed: forces

of South Russia, under Gcneral Aels BDenikin, whioch
gnoshed four DHolshevilk arniess durinw Yay, causing Lonin
to tell hils Revolublonary Milltary Council, I we donth
oon§1ér‘t§e Trals before winter I think the destruction

of the Rovol Cion ig inovitablo® (Tho “uc:iap Rovolution,

108-191, 2L2=14)e - Dy tho cad of June, loss than a gizth

of Iucanila ronacined in Dolshovil: hando.

2 o It wac during this cuccccoful peoriold that
Canadlan trcors reburncd to Canada fram Vludivostok.

Tho firat poarty crberked 21 Aprdl 1919 and the last wont
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cther thon their owne VWhat nighy havo happenod then
K]
is pure conjeceturcy tut

dack of w111 that prevented then from elding Scvlch

but it was lack of strength, not

novenonts in Inmngary and Dovariae As it vas, energy
was diroctod to thie intornal struccles 16 was thoir
ccuwau¢o“ with thie Mite Nuosian armios which
reoultiod in the indesendence of Finland, the Baltle
Gtates and folande “ho . frontlor of Dolshoviso was thus
pushoa farther cagt vnitil aftor the Scoond orldd Vare

(Tho Nussiaon Novolution, 1712, Aftormath, 208).

20. This Neport was campilod by Capte

delle Swiottenhion 14Celle
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(Q u-Lo 1510.‘.101803) Co .
/ Diroctor Ilistorical Scetion



