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l. We have noted, in the account of intervention

in Sibveria (Report No. 83, Historical Section (G.5.), A.H.Q.,
20 Oot 59.), that British forces landed at Baku and Batun

in Southern Russia during November, 1918, But those

landings were not the first venture by the British into

this area. A short-lived occupation of Balku by troops

from Mesopotamla took place earlier in 1918, and Canadlans
took part in the operation; this Report is a preliminary
account of their activities.

2. | The reasons for Allied intervention in
Rucsia have been examined. (Ibid.) We have already seen
that it was essential to prevent German exploitation of
Caspian oll. Furthermore, the British were acutely
interested in the Persian, Caucasus and Casplan reglons;
for not only did an advance there by the Central Powers
directly affect their llesopotamian campaign, but it
prejudiced the security of Indla's immediate hinterland.
Berlin--Batum--Baku--Bokhara was a more dangorous ecneny
route to the Indian frontier than Berlin--Baghdad. (John
Buchan, A History of the Great War, Vol. 4, (Zondon, 1922),
298=9.)

3e The situation following Russian suspension
of hostilities in Deccmber 1917 was excecdingly complicated.,

Three peoples ==~ the Georgians, the Armenians, and the
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Azerbaidjan Tartars -- constituted qpe majority of the
mixed population living south of the Caucasus range and
the borders of Turkey and Persia. Russia's political

oHQ

control over the Trans-Caucasus disappeared after the
Bolshovik Revolution and, through anarchy among the Russian
troops, military control collapsed. A Trans-Caucaslan
Government was formed under the influcnce of the Georglans,
politically the most mature of the peoples, which in
November proclaimed an independent republic to inoclude
Georgians, Armenians, and Tartars, despite roliglous
differences and traditional animosities. In Karch 1918
came the Brest Litovslk Treaty ceding Batum, Kars, and
Ardahan to Turkey. Outside influences then made themselves
felt. The Turks advanced and, ignoring the troaty-ternms,
began to seize the whole Caucasus region by means of the
Moslen inhabitants; Germany -- determined to control Balku
and its oil-fields == could in no-wise permit this. Beset
by the rival influences of Turkey and Germany, the newly
formed Trans-Caucasian republic collapsed and split up;

an independent Armenian republic of Erivan was proclalimed
in May under Turkish protection; a Tartar republic under
the Turks, and to include Balu, was established in the
same month, Georgla, on the other hand, welcomed a

German expeditionary force as protection from Turkish
invasion. Baku was the only Bolshevik stronghold, and

on this the Turks were advancing in defiance of the
Germans. (Ibid. William Henry Chamberlin, The Russian
Rovolution, Vol. 2, (New York, 1952), 406«ll.).

Le The nearest British troops were small parties
in Persia and the army in lesopotamia, and their problems
were already sufficiently complex. Firstly, the road from
Baghdad to the Caspian must be kept open against Turkish
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incursions from the west. This road,'about 630 niles long,
crossed a dovasted and famino-stricken area throuch
Khaniqin, Kermanshah, and Ianadan to Enzeli, on the Casplan.
It climbed a succcssion of mountain ranges and was in a bad
state of repair, difficult in good weather, impassable in
bad. The task was nmade more hazardous by the uncertaln
attitude of the tribes alons the route, and of the Persians;
one of these tribes, the Jangalls, on the south-westorn
shores of the Caspian, wes being encourazed by Turko-German
agents and Bolsheviks, as well as the extreme section of
Porsian nationalists, to oppose all British action. Indeed,
Jangall tribesmen, in co-operation with the Dolsheviks,
controlled the approaches to the port of IEnzell and were
well armed., Secondly, the advance of Bolsheviks (and

Austrian prisoners of war freed by them) into the area ‘
east of the Casplan must be checked, or they would join
with hostile elements there to form a serious threat to 1

Afghanisten and India.# TFinally, if the Eestern front was
to be restored, the Caspian and its shipping must be under
Allied control, and this meant that Baku had to be taken
and defended against the Turks. (Buchen, Iistory of the

Creat \lor, 299-300, British O0fficlal History, The Camnalsn in
liecopotamia 191.-1918., Vol. 4, 105-6).

5¢ It was clear at the beginning of 1918 that
sufficient British forces were not available fraom any
theatre for dispatch to this area. As an indication of

what an adequate force might be, the Caucasus-Persian front

#JIt should be noted that this danger was effectively
removed by a British force from North-Xast Persia undor
conmand of Major-Ceneral V. Malleson which occupied
Xrasnovodsk on the Lastern shore of the Caspian during
Ayust 1918, This operation, although it had immense
political importance for Britein, is not part of our
prescnt story, and will not be further describoed.




gy

had boen held by between 100,000 and’EO0,000 Russian troops;
‘many, indeed, were still in Fersia, but it was ovident that
they could not be relied on rmch longer as an effective
barrier to hostile rencotration castwards. Another barrier
was urgently required, but how was it to be provided? It
seemed that to organize a local defensive force from
Goorglans, Armenians, Assyriens, and Russian voluntcers

was the only feasible answor. (The Campaign in licsopotamia,

102-3). To this end, a Dritish Mission to the Caucasus was
authorized by the Var Office on 14 January 1918. At its
hoad was Major-Goneral L.C. Dunsterville, who arrived in
Baghdad from India on the 18th with orders to procced to
Tiflis as British representative to the Trans-Caucasian
Government. It was foreseen that he would need 150 officers
and 300 N.C.0s. == who were the nuocleus of Dunsterforce ==
for the main purpose "of organizing, training, and leading
native troops to be raised from the tribes of Asia liinor

and Mesopotemia." (Ibid., 104=5. Report of the Ministry, }
0.M.F.C. 1918, 20.)

6s To Dunsterforce, Canada contributed 15
officers and 26 N.C.0s., of "strong character, adventurous
spirit, especially good stamina, capable of organizing,
training, and eventually leadins, irregular troops™. ("The
Dunsterforce”, file G.A.Q. 10-28), All came from the
Cenadian Corps (althouch three who were medically unfit
were replaced in Ingland) and left the Western Front for
Ingland on 13 January. Officers below tho rank of captain

were made acting captains, while Jjunior N.C.0s, and men

becano acting sergeants. In London the Canadian contingent
Joined others from the British, Australien, New Zealand, i
and South African forces, together with a party of fourteen E
Russien officers and one Porsian. The aim, they were told,
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apart from training and leading, was $o protect the Balu
oilfields, to operate against the Turks from the east, and

"to hold the Batun=--Tiflise-Bakue--Krasnovodsk line to
Afghanisten” == all in all, an ambitious programme. (Ibid.)

T | It was not until 2 March that the Western
Front ocontingent, including the Canadians, reached Basrah
in Mesopotamia. At Basrah the long voyage up the river
Tigris to Bachdad began, all parties assembling in canps
south of the eity by the end of March. The Journey passed
pleasantly enough for the Canadians, for a large percentage
of the officers and crews of the river oraft was made up

of British Columbians.® Reunions were numerous and
entertaining, (Ibid., Letter, D.H.S. from ex-C.S.M.

R.W. Gornwall, 17 Mar 3l.)

8. Meanwhile Dunsterville had left Beghdad
with a small staff at the end of January, hoping to be in
Baku == then under the control of the Trans-Caucasian
Governmont - a fortnight later. He was delayed at
Hgmadan by bad weather and the necessity for undertaking
famine rellief, The swift onrush of events which followed
Brest Litovsk found him still at Hamadanj chaotic conditions
prevailing in the Caucasus precluded an onward Journey

to Baku en route to Tiflis. IHe was ordered to ramain in
Porsia, where he began to organize and train local levies
and effect road improvements using for these tribesmen

unfit for military service. (The Campairn in Mesorotamia,

#Some 5 officers and 23 other ranks were provided by
the C.E.F. in IEngland for special servico in llosopotamia,
They were obtained from pilonecers recruited in B.C. (lst
Overscas Canadian Ploncer Details, Vancouver) and attached
to Inland Water Transport R.E. for work on the Tigris,
They served for thrce years after arrival in July 1916.

T
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e ; Lven in Persia, clrcumstences woro not
reassuring, and Dunsterville requested reinforcements.
Local brigands robbed and mrdered without hindrance along
the lonoly passes. Demoralized Russians, completoly
bolshevized, wandered at will throughout the area.

Tamine stalked the land. Jangall tribesmen, Austrian=-
trained and German-led, were astride the road to Inzell,
while a hundred miles to tho west, in the mountains of
Furdistan, the operations of a Turkish army threatenod

the line of communication. (Captain ¥.W. Murray, "Canadians
in Dunsterforce", Canadian Defence Cuarterly, January 1931,
215-16.)

10. Into this maelstrom the Canadians marched
via Kermanshah, thence to Hamadan throuch the Asadabad
Pass in the Pistokosh mountains. They Jolned Dunsterville
during the early part of July, and were at once dispersed
to placate distant tribes, train local levies, supervise
road construction, and to proteot and police the road to
Hemedan., ("The Dunsterforce", file G.A.Q. 10-28),
Together with locel forces, a brigede was being formed at
Hamaden from Christian Assyrians who had fled thither in
July following a massacre by Turks and Kurds in Kurdistan
which coat over 40,000 lives. Seven Canadians played a
manful part in the protective rearguard which was hastily
improvised by Dunsterforce to enable the Assyrians to
reach Hamadan ("Canadians in Dunsterforce™, C.D.Q., April
1931, 380-l). One Russian force remained loyal to the
Allies «= that of General Bicharakoff who had himself
turned Bolshevik a month before as being the only means
of rotaining a foothold in this rezion. He accepted the
post of the commander of the Red Army in the Caucasus,

which did not prevent his continued co-operation with
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Dunsterville. A Canedian, lajor H.K. Newoombe, was ordered
to join Bicharakoff, subsequently accompanying him through-
out the Caucasus. He is, so far as is known, the only

Canadian who ever saw active service with the Red Army.
(Ibid. 385. The Campaisn in liesopotamia, 183).

11. On 20 July, the Jangall force of about 2500
attacked a 500-man British detachment at Resht, necar Lnzell.
They were beaten off, and thereafter communications to
Enzell remained undisturbed. Five days later, Bicharakoff,
assisted by a few officers and four armoured cars from

Dunsterforce, staged a coup d'etat in Baku, which was

successful. The Bolshevik members of the government :
resigned, and the new government, terming itself Centro=-

Caspian, handed over supreme military command to

Bicharakoff, whose first act was to ask for Dritish aid.
Dunsterville, although he had received few of the

reinforcements requested a month before, accepted the

invitation. (The Camvairn in Mesopotamia, 200-203).

12. Some troops of the 7th North Staffordshire
arrived at Baku from Enzeli on 4 August. Inspired by
their presence, local forces next day repulsed a Turkish
attack, During the middle of August, the British defence
force was increased to two battallons as reinforcements

arrived in North Fersia. Six Canadian officers in all

T,

proceeded to Baku. It was necessary to divert some

troops, intended for Baku, to meet a Turkish advance

from Kurdistan which threatened to cut the line of é
communications to Inzell. In Baku, 22 local infantry ;
battalions, mostly Armenian, with a total strength of é

about 6000, were attempting to hold a twelve mile line
of defonce. The local troops were poorly organized, had

e st e i




few officers, end were "so lacking in discipline that they
left their positions whencover they sleased", (Ivid., 204,
212, 215) while the defensive-line was poorly slted. .
The 1inec of defence, which was very indefinite,
lay for the most part along the ecrest of stony
eliffs, from which the fire was plunging and
ineffcctive. There were very few trenchos,
such rifle pits as existed being badly sited,
and there was no wire., The whole line was
so close to the town and harbour that the
enemy funs..e. could bombard the whole place
without difficulty. (Ibid., 215).
13, The Turks attacked on 26 August. Four
separate attacks were ropulsed by the North Staffordshire.
The fifth was successful owing to local troops giving no
support, which enabled the Turlks to bring enfilading fire
to bear causing heavy losses. Some ground was loste.
A further Turkish attack, four days later, again gained
ground, On 31 August, Russians and Armenians held their
positions for only an hour in the face of another attack,
when they retired hurriedly. The 9th Royal Warwickshire,
both flanks uncovered, was obliged to fall back, fighting
a rearguard aoction which cost it seventy casualties.
So far the British had done all the fighting, the local
troops having consistently failed to support them.
Captain Robert Harrison, a Canadian commanding the 24th
Armenien Battalion, found that his unit ceased to exist
on occasions through the predisposition of his men to
scamper off at the first appearance of the enemy.
Dunsterville was heavily outnumbered. He now had 900
British troops, including a field battery, and about 1000
Russians on whom he could rely. Tho enemy was employing
6000 regulars and €000 irregulars, while the town swarind
with enemy sympathisers and agents. (Ibid., 223-4, 225=
229, 232, "Canadians in Dunsterforce", C.D.Q., January

1932, 235).

1. By 12 Scptember the British had in Balu the

r———




equivalent of three battalions... the 7th North Stefford-
shire, 9th Worcestershire, tho 9th Royal Warwiclkshire
(less one company) and one platoon of the 1/L Hampshire.
To this force was added 500 of Bicharakoff's men, with ten
machire guns. lajor Newcombe had already arrived inlBaku
on 19 smugust, and was given the jJob of paymaster, field
cashier, and chancellor of the ﬁaku exchequer. Of the

| other Canadians, Major J.W. Van der Berg was given
supervision over the entire machine-gun situation in and
araund Balu. A third, Colonol John Warden, becane Inspeotgr
of Infantry. A fourth, Captain G.S. Hopkins, was assisting
in arranging supplies. Ilarrison, as we have seen, was

de fgacto commander of an Armgniag battalion. Captain

A.Hs Gilmour, the sixth Canadlan, was dispatched by sea
on a mission to the British force under lialleson on the
easterﬁ Caspian. Warned that a Turkish attack would take
place on the lith, Dunsterville inspected the line.
Preparations were rushed to meet the projected onslaught.
By the night of tho 13th he was satisfied that the Turks
could be held if the troops showed the will to fight.
(Ibid., 238, "Canadians in Dunsterforce”, C.D.Q.;

July' - 1931, 489-90; January 1932, 238).

15, The offensive began at davn the next day.
Dunsterville's misgivings wore amply Justified. The Turks
broke clean through an Armenian battalion at tho strongest
part of the line and the position was soon hopeless,

Only a stand by the Dritish battalions, which inflicted
heavy losses on the Turks#%#, allowed the British to
withdraw that night in two armed ships without interference

#Estimated at 2000, British casualties were 125,
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fron the eneny. DIven the withdrawal was fraucht with
danger, as the ships had to pass under the guns of the
Russian fleet; one transport was fired on. The force,

however, got through to Inzeli without loss of life.

(The Cempairn in Mosonotarig, 242-8).
16. Three days lator, orders were issued

recalling General Dunsterville and disbanding his misslon.
(Ibid., 249). Ceanadian members were offercd four cholces
of employmeont == with irregulars in the near IDast, with
Indian infantry in liesopotamia or elscwhere, in a ncwly'
formed North Persian force (lNorperforce), or with their
original units in Trance. Two officers and two NN.C.Os.
Joined the irrcgulars, and the same number Norperforce.
Two officers and three N.C.Cs. left for the British
Mlitary Mission to Siberia. The remainder chose the
fourth alternative. ("The Dunsterforce™, file G.A.CQ.
10-28)

17. The 0il at Baku was not destroyed but the
delay imposed by the short-lived occupation, throuch
recadiness to exploit events, served its purpose. The Turks,
foreseoing the loss of their Arablan provinces and looking
to the occupation o the Caucasus as compensation,
controlled the o0llflelds in deflance of a compact with
Germaeny -- but not until September. Then, on 30 October
1918, the armistice with Turkey provided for an Allied
ocoupation of Balku, effected by tho British Norperforce

on 17 November. (The Camvnairn in Mesopotamia, 208, 248,
323, 330).

18, Dunsterforce falled to penetrate to Tiflis
and never created Caucasian forces to hold the line botween

Batum, Tiflis and Balu. But the forces mustered in North

——
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Forsia, wildly exaggerated by local rupour, Were sufficient
to hold a Turkish army immobile in EKurdistan, thus
protecting tho flank of the licsopotania Force and |
discouraging hostile penctration to tho East. Though -

an immediate failure, the operations .of Dunsterforce must
be rated an ultimate success. (Ibid., 171, 172, 174, 178-9,
166, 207. "Canadiens in Dunsterforce”, C.D.Q., January
1931, 210.)

19. This Report was campiled by Capt. J.A.
Swettenhan, R.C.I.
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SKELETON MAP TO ILLUSTRATE THE lbmzmmms. OF 'DUNSTERFORCE., 1918.
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