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in Palestine

Another theatre of war in whioh C8JlQd1ana

served was Palestine. There Canadian railway troops

rendered valuable aid to the advanoe during the

suooessful oloee of the oampaign in Palestine and Syria.

This Report is a preliminary aooount of their aotivities.

Expeditionary Faroe (E.E.,.) under General Sir Edmund

Allenby holding a front whioh stretohed between the

Mediterranean 008St and the river Jordan on a 11ne ten

... The sUJDlller of 1918 found the Egyptian

miles north of Jaffa and the Dead Sea. The railway

tram Egypt, on whioh the British depended for supply,

was good 88 far 8S Jerusolem. In the event ot an advanoe

into Syrie, however, it ssamed inevitable that enemy

railway demolitions would hinder the British pursuit.

Partioularly vulnersble were the bridges in the Yarmuk

Valley, a deep gorge through whioh the TUrkish rsilway

desoended trom Darts to Samekh on the 80uthern shore ot

the Sea of Galilee. There the railway drossed and

reorossed the rivsr on bridges so long, so diffioult of

approaoh, that the British had previously est~ted the

destruotion of one would isolate the TUrks in Palestine

for a fortnight. An unsuooassful attempt had indeod bean

made by Captain T.E. Lawrenoe and his Arab irregulars

during November 1917. (British Offioial History, Military

Operations Egypt and Palestina, vol. ~, 400, 439, 461-6).
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Allellb;r had d.tera1l1.d a••arl;r •• Jul;r

11118 to t.aJt. the ott....h. (Ibid •• 4.4B). 8IId at about-
thia t1ae h. r.qu••ted the War Ottio. to provid. a OOIlP&ll;r

ot expert bridg. wild.ra. 'l'b. let 08lla41... Bridlillg

Coapan;r (256 all r8llka) ... toraad rr....ipt ot the

C....41811 lla1lwa;r 'l'1'oopa attal1o... th811 111 rr...o••

'l'b. UII1t aail.d tro. Kar.eill.. 011 20 S.pt_~ 11118.

arriv1llg ill Pale.t1ll. t.elv. da;r. later. (R.port ot the

K1II1.tr;r, Overaeaa lI111tar;r 701"0.. ot C&II8", 11118• .l3.

let Br14s1A1 Coap....;r. "Biatorioal R.oord." JOld.r 101,

rile 12 [X-lln.

X....whil. the X.~do ..ttl.a had b.gun 011

111 S.,t_b.r, illtl1ot1lls a ....p1llg d.teat 011 the 811_,.

A ••ek latar the ralloellt. ot hi. daaoraliz.d erai.a ••r.

atr.e.S og 1I0rth illto Srrla. (I!QPt ...d Pal..t1ll•• 4.68. 367).

i1l. railWllJ a;rat... ill Ilorth.rll Pal..tilla

r ....outh-.aat t1'Oll Baita Oil the X.41t.rr....... ooa.t to

Beia.... ill the 10r4all nll.;r. th8llu Ilorth to S••kh at

the south.rn .xtreait, ot the aea ot oalil... B.t.....

Baia......d S....1ch a bridl. oarried the 1111. over the

lordoll at liar d lfajeai. rroa a ....kh a l1JlI< oou.oUng

the Pal..t1ll. a;rat_ to the H.j... lla1l.a, J'8II due ...t

throush the taraulc nlle, to Dar'a. At thi. plao. the

H.ja. lill. pea••d throup traa X.dilla ill the .outh.

th.llo. g8llerall, Ilorth.ard to Da oua, 1l1,aq, HOM......

...d Al.ppo Oil the WllJ to COllat t1llople. (~., Map

fio1lls 537).

6. OIl 20 Sapt_bar the lllth LaAoera r.o.ived

ordera to ..roh that .v8111llg 011 liar d lfajeai, hold the

rail.a;r bridg••• u4 pr.par. th_ tor d.-ol1tiOll. Charg••

••r. plao.d ill the bridg. ov.r the lord... aIld al.o ill Oil.



- :5 -

bridge onr lobe riTer TarauI< to lobe north, but tbey were

not exploded .... lobe 11ne aight eoon be required b)' the

Br110iab (Ib14., 1122). riTe de)'. la ter, lobe ene.;)'

narguard poait10D .10 s...lcb ... oaptured, and lobe l&th

All8tra11an Light Bor.. acTed e..tward alOl1ll th. reUwa)'

liae up lobe TarauIt, ..biag one bridge. '!be ad_e

w.. tben balted, a. it had been deoided to acTe the

toroe up the we.t .ide 01' the Sea 01' Galilee. "It wac

perhapa untortunate that the brigade ... not allowed to

oapture the .eoond bridge, whioh we. oOTered b)' a ...11

redoubt, tor the ene.;)' bl,w it up later and ita repair

took II8JI)' weeka." (Ilt1d., 1121-&, M~II)-
7. '!b.. adTeDOe to na-aoll8 began on

&7 Sept_ber. i!le TIlrki.h l'ourth~ wac ret1r1l1ll on

Der'a. In purau110 wae the 4th Britiah CaTel")' D1,,1&ion.

whioh tollowed the liae 01' the railwe)' rrc. S..elrh. to

whioh town the oap~ured T\lrkieh raUway trca Baita had

now been J>\lt ia ord.r. (Ib1d•• ll46. 562. 1167) It 1.

11ke1)' that th. bulk 01' the TIlrki.h Il1W7 aight han

reaobed na-.OIl8 10 lou.. to organize a detenoe, had 110 DOt

been dela)'ed b)' the br1ll1ant de.truoti"e work done on

the railwa)' b)' Lawreno. (then Lieut. Colonel) and hia

Arab au:o:111ar1&a. (lohD Buohan. A m.torz 01' the oreat

War, Vol. 4, (London li22) :511'.)-
8. :l)Jte·.ou. how.Tel". tell 011 1 00 tobu; and

110 ... now rltal to extend railway oow"W'toat10aa to the

S)'r1an oap1tal. To th1. end the Canad1an br14g1l1ll Iln1t

w.. ordered to th. Yarallk Valle)', Where 110 arr1"ed on

the 5 Ootober tor work on two 01' the ra11waT br1dge. north

of. S.....k!I. '!be Jordan and 18.1"11IIII: Valle78, well below

sea-l."el, are &mOl1ll the Doet unhealthy plaoee 1n Pal••tiae.

Weak atter weak .hade tamperature. 01' a hundred degree.
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r18lllC ....t1a8. to 120. are ma1.Il talA.d. y.t the

th.-.tar 1. Dot til. oDl7 lD4.x to th.lr horrors.

OWing to the d.pth ot th......Ue7. end til. enomoua

UIOWlt ot ....poratlOA trca the Sea ot llalll•• end the

rl....r. th_elv••• the air 18 heaVJ with _18tur••

1!l. h1lla at .1th.r 8141. ot the gorp aot .. a .or.....

eo the au 18 00=OD17 .....p.llt. 7allow lA the --'.

rap. Tranaport .tuNd up duet trca til. trla\)la .011.

end 4uD olou4a 1IOU1d hang tor long perlo4a lA the

overoharged au. All th1. attected the troo~•••poolaU7

dur1ng the tlr.t 4&7. ot 4ut7, with an .xtraord1DDr7

laa.ltu4. and .anae ot h.lpl...D.... Ina.ot l1t. titt.d

til. po.Uteroue aurroun41Dgl1. ID the 4r7 pert. there

war••00rpl0A8. 81x-1Doh oentlpod... and .tlll&1l1C .pld.r.,

aD4 whare the sround wee .....P)' -- _quit.... '1'h.

OOlllJNlD7 we••OOD orlppl.d \)7 .10u.... the oauaee ot

Wh10h .er. e1llple. 1!le srlU.h had .4...IlO.d trca an

area wharelA eV&17 pr.oauUoD mowD to .01eno. had b._

takG. • tralpt lAto on. lD 1'Ibloh 11ttle or DOth1ng bad

bean dOD. to tlght the _quito. 1!l. lDOld&llO. ot

_larla. tor the mo.t part ot a aa11llD&1lt t7P•• w.. h1gh.

'Blat. howeyar ...... 0D1)' the b.g11lD111C. rrc:a e Ootober

0'" the weva ot iDtlu8JlZa -- ottG tollowed 'D7

pneumoD1a -. Wh10h _a axper1aDll84 lA .v&17 theatr•• aD4

1D4••d aU oyar the world. ("H1ator1cal Reoord." Folder
101. l"11e l.d [&-11]. &gypt aDd PalestlAa. 4G"-3. :;97).

9. Il7 the a1ddla ot ootober. dome.. bad

r.duoe4 the C8D8d1an br1dging UD1t \)7 .ore thaD 711 por

OGt. end a tortD1sht later oDl7 ODe ottloar aD4 th1rt7

a8ll were lett. For on. w.ak. lA taot. Dot &Or. thaD .u
wer. work1ng. J'Our _ 4184. two ot aalaria aD4 two ot

pnBWlOD1.. Wlth eeo A&Il ot the Jc7pUan Labour Corp••

the Cua41an taak wee oODtlAu.d••0 tbat \)7 tba ae Oot.ober
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euppUea could be aellt all the wa7 to Da..acue bT raU.

(Wpt ud PIlleatine, 000. "let Br1dg11l8 cor, tUe G.A.Q.

10-28, tolder ll. "Hiator1oal Record.")

10. III the Ilorth, the cupa1gc w.. llear11l8 a

aucoeaatul cOllclus101l. 50 hopeleaa17 d1aorgall1zed were

tha TUrldah troope that the Gerll8ll Ccw-ander-in-ehiet

(I'_sa TOil 5udera) had 110 hope ot malt1ll8 a real atud

ahort ot Aleppo. Oil II October, AllellbT acoepted an otter

b7 the IIl1r h1aal, LawrllAce'a Arab leader, ot 1000

oaTalry IIAd cuel..ell to operate Ilorthwarda aga1nat the

TUrldah commnn lcat101l8 betweell Baaa and Aleppo. The

TUrIt8 th_elTea blew raUwq br1dg... Oil the ~llth, the

Br1tish elltered Aleppo and adT8llced eight ailea be701ld

it, towarda Alexandretta. (!IlPt and PIlleatine, 001l, ell

1112, 1116wll.)

U. The um1at1ce with TUrke7, a1gced Oil

:50 October, brought an elld to hoatUitiee. IIaIl7 probl...

r_illad, howenr. Thouaanda ot retugeea were awa1till8

repatriatioll; wbole populat10na were Oil the Terge ot

atarTatioll; and priaollera ot war, chiet17 British and

Indian, had to be tUlIA OTer troa the TUrIt8 and eTacuated.

RoU1ll8 atock W88 eeallAt1al. The let Bridg11l8 COIlPllll7,

wbich had IICTed to Baaa at tha elld ot October, worked

Oil reatoring and 1aproTill8 the railwq unt11 the tirat

week ot J'abruary 111111. A IIOllth later it 88Ued tor JIIlglud,

to rejoin the Ra11wq Troope Depot.

"Hiatorical Record".)

(Ibid., 1l.O2.-

12. In all, the cupa1llD had coat e..,1IA Canadiu

liTea, tour, aa we haTe aeell, troa &alaria ud pnaumollia.

In additioll to thaae, olle IUUl died troa 47aelltry, another



swettenham. R.O.E.

was killed by 8 looomotive and the last was drowned while

rishing in a tributary or the Yarmuk river. ("Hietorioal

Record") •

13.
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Tllis Report was oOJllplled by Capt. J .A.

7

-'~/,)-~/ ;.~L Nioholson) Co nel~
/
(V Dirsotor

Historical Se~tion (G.S.)


