NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est préliminaire et n'a aucun caractére officiel.
On n'a pas vérifié son exactitude et les interpretations
qu'il contient ne sont pas nécessairement celles du Service
historique.

Directorate of History
National Defence Headquarters
Ottawa, Canada

K1A 0K2

July 1986




D
Cp.\‘\ﬁe

DECLASSIFIED

: : AUTHORITY: DHD 3-12
REPORT KO, 86
Bv.OPC _ roromisT NDHO

HISTORICAL SECTIGN (GeS.). . OEL % f0AR
ALY HEADOUARTERS

20 Get 59

1e Canadians served in yet another theatre =
the eastern lMeditorranesn -- in certain medicel units,
This heport is a prelininary account of their activities.

24 In all, five Canedian hospltals, totallling
some 450 officers (including nursing sisters) end a
thousand men, wero sent from Englend, Four of those ==
Nose &4 sand 5 General, Noc., 1 and 3 Stationary -- were in
salonica, The last, No. 7 Cenersl Hospital, wes 1In Egypt.
(cir Andrew Hacphail, istory of the Canadien
Joreessess I (Ottawa 1925), 205«8,
Letter D.i.S. to Carson, 21 Deo 15, = Corson file Seh=26)

Je The first units to go were Nose 1 and 3
Canadian Stationary loopltals whioch oponed on the Island
of Lamnoe for the treatment of patienta from Callipoll
durins Ausust 1915, After the svecuation of the Gallipoll
peninsula four months later, both hospitals left Lemmos.
lios 1 moved to Saloniea in March 1916, where it remained
until returning to Bnglend in August of the following
year. Nos 3 was transferred to Frence in April 1916,
The Ceneral Hospitals, on the other hand, went directly
to Salonicaj Mo. 4 opened there in November 1915, while
los 5 opened a month later. DBoth returned to England

in August 1917. The last of these hospitals, Nos 7
General (which was sent out oo Qe 5 Stationary) opened
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in Oepiro during Ausust 1915, with 400 beds. It beoane a
General flospital with 1040 beds in Jamuary 1916 Threo
months later it left Zgypt, and re-opened in rance in
April,

Le it was et Mudres (Leamnos) that the greatest
hardshipc were experienced., The site assoipned to the two
hospitals "had been ocoupied by a camp of Lgyptian
labourers; thore was no sanitary provicsionj the water
surply was prooaricus..e} ordnance stores were on a ship
in the roadatoad only accessible in fine weather; food

wag searce and unsultable Tor the personnel, impossible
for patientsj dust and flles completed the distreas.”
(liacphail, The ledjoal services, 296.) By Jeptember,
dyaentry wes prevalent, ond ninety-five per cent of the
hospitel otaflf succumbed, 7The wards were ocrowded with
cases mostly of the amoeble variety from Callipoli, With
sutuzn oeeme heavy rains and floods cousing acute discomfort
until tents were rerlaced by huts in October. The lack of
fresh vecetables brousht an epidemic of sourvy in Tovember,
while the intense o6old at the end of that month led to
frogtebite == Zour hundred ccses weroc sdmitted in one
week, (Ibid., 297.) Nor was resrite obtained after the
nove to Salonlen, for there molaris wae comnmon = “ovor
607 of the unit have suffered from moleria since coning

to Selonicn.” (Letter 0.0, 1 Cdn Stationary llospital to

Delletie snlonica, 22 dep 16, Carson Tile Sei=63),

5¢ it wes such eonditions whieh, in september
1916, lod the Officer Commending Noe 1 Stationary Hospital
to recuest the transfer of his unit to lnglend (ibids)

Hls letier reached ingland at a time of great controversy



within the Canadisn ledical Jervices. There, e Speeial
inspector-Generel (Colonel H.A. Bruce) who had been
appeinted (in July 1916) by the lilnister "... to make a
tour of inspeotion of all the Canadian lospitals and
medical Institutions..s and make a roportess of your
observations with any suggestions you may doan advisable
t0 addeeee”™ had produced a report on 20 September, This
report viclently attacked the administration under the
Canadisn Direeotor of liedioal Services, (D.MM.5.), Majore
General G.C. dJones, and proposed a complete reorganization
of the Medical Services. ("Memorandum fOress the linister,
on the latest memorandum of Colonel Eruce, Undated"™,

20 Jul 173 "The Fruce-Jones Controversy, lemorandum from
the liinlster”, undated; both in drewer =275, folder 6.)
A prineipal recormendation emerging from the Sruce report
was the segrogetion of Canadian sick end wounded in
Cenadien hospltals, ("Synopais of Findings of the Baptle
Board", 25 Jul 17, ibid.) and partioculer mention was made
Meee Of the misteke in Judgement...” in sending Noe &
General loapital to the Mediterranean instead of ecguiring
bulldings at shorneliffe and ualng the hospital personnel
to gtaff thems "hat Bruce obviously d4id not know was that
at the time of the recuest for the hospital, Jones had
borrowed Shorneliffe Military Hospital from the British,
and it was found there were enouch C.i. .Ce personnel
availeble te staff it, This provided the required bed
space for Canadlsns and at the same time permitted lios &4
lioapital to be sent to the Mediterrancan, ("Cbservations
on latest Memorandum of Colonel H.A. Bmoa“,/ll,li.ga.é.-ml
John MoComb and Major M.H. Allen, ibid.)

6o The whole cuestion of sending medical units
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into ereas where no Canadian troops were engaged was,

however, controversial., All units hed been despatehed

by lMajoreCeneral Jonesz at the reduest of the Director

General of the LBritish] Army Mediocel Services; General

Carson had been informed and in turn, the Minister, but

it is doubtful if the latiter hed rememberedj in Degember

1915, he asked Carson "Why has Jones sent so many Canedian

dootors to Servia?(giel" (Letter, Jones to Carsen,

21 Dee 15, Carson file Bei=26, Letter, Jones to Carson,

9 Nov 15, Jei=22, Tel,,liinister to Carson, 20 Deo 15,

Beiw26)s A letter from the British D.M.3. to his Canadien

counterpart silenced all but the most unreesoning eritieism

I hed rot any hospitals at that moment

geu:dgagnod mi . ?I:uhgg ngﬁgmmm“::a“um N

these saved the situstlion. They were good
hoaﬁtala, containing cood officersess 1
slwaye be indebted to you for the
you gave me st a time whan I was very pressed.
sss The only alternative was to send home
wounded in transports, which might have been
sent te the bottom of the sofsee if you had
rofused the help I assked,.. You were quite
entitled to refuse to send Canadian Hospitals
where there were no Canedlan troopSs ee¢e I am
very glad you did nots (Letter, Dircotor
Generel of the Army Medieal 3ervice [Sir Alfred
Zeogh] to Del.5. Canedien Contingents, 14 Sep
16. Daliee, London, file 0=3=l, Vol. 2e)

Te In Caonada, meanwhile, the linister had
authorized the reorganisation of the ledical Services as
recommended by Colonel Bruce. (MacFhall, Zhe ledical
geryviges, 167). lajoreCeneral Jones was replaced in
Sngland by Bruce, who became Director in Cetober 1916,
but the new Direetor's tonure of office was not long.

He lacked knowledge of military medical administration
having "secarcely any military experience. FHe Joined the
service llef«l5 and resigned 28-8«15," Under his direction
the morale of the Medical Services deeclined rapidly; the
care and troatment of patients deorcasoed in efficiency.



("observations on latest Memopandun of Colonol HeAs
Bruoe,” ned., MoConb end Allen, drover Ce275, folder G.)
Heo was relieved of his appointment 30 Docember 1916 after
a Boerd convened in inglend had concidered his report and
General Jones' reply, asnd Jones wes roinsteted in his steadd
(Maorhall, The I 169.) The notter hed its
reporcusaions in mrlzmem, end has beeon interpreted Ly
the Cenedian Melical Ilotorien se the direct couse of the
disniseal of the Idnister of Hilitla, who, at o syecch
delivered before the Impire Club in Toronto on 9 lLiovenber
1916 «= Obvicuoly misled by the Iruee Heport -- nade
grave allogations whilch were unfoundod, ne of these

was that "thoucends of Canadions had lost months, and
sopetimos a yesr, in hoapitals not under Canadion control,
when they should heve been back in tho trenches." That
sape day the Frico ¥Ministor dononded hic resli noationg he
reccived it tuo days lptersy# (Ibid., 196).

Ce During his brief poriod in officc, Druce
acted on the rogquoct subnittoeld by tho 0,0. lioe 1 Stationery
Boaspital to return hisc unit to BEnclend, "I nicht point

out that this patier wes deel$ with in ny recont report

and not only thic hospital should be recalled but all the
other Canafien Hosplitals serving in Salonila, With the
now arrengenants whieh we have in view we will require

the personnel of these hospitaels for work in Ungland at

#The "Bruce/Jones u&ﬂtﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ!‘ﬂ{ is amply covered by
¥acrhadl, notably in Chapters Ili, IV, iV, and “Vi.

#aThe final rescon for 'uches' discodscal was e lettor
dated 1 fov 1916 which he eddressed to the Trime Pinisters
as a result, Imﬁm aallea for the hin&stmr's resirnation
on the t::t'.!:x7g Sorden lignoirn, Vol. 2, 50970, Lotter,
Mughes to Dorden I Tov 10, lettor, Torden to iuches,

9 Hov 16, FeleCay L.b. 315("’)):‘ I’iy' coinoidence, Huches
nado t.he irresponciltle speech at Toronto on the sanc day
the Irime Vinlcter denonded hie resignation.




an early date." (Letter, Bruce to Secretary C.B.Fsy
9 Oot 16, Carson filo Bei=63,)

De In Januery 1917, the War Office agreed that
the hospitals should be withdrsvm, but suggested that all
their equipment be left in Salonica on reMmt or ageinst
replacement in Ingland, B;ieaicol and nursing personnel
would be replaced bﬁ' Dritish steff as it beoamo available.
(Letter, War Office to Seecretary, H.ls CelsFoy 7 Jan 17}
lotter DJi.3s LCanadisn] to War Office, 16 May 173 both

in DeMeSe, London, file 30«hel, Vol. 1.) To this the
Canadians agreed, with the exception of the equipment

of los & Genoral Mospital, which had bem provided by

the University of Torontos. (Letter, 0.M.F.C. to War Office,
24, Jan 17, ibid.) The matter wes settled by reimbursesent
baing made to the university by the British Government.
(Letter, fresident, Toronto University,to Chief Ascountant,
Dept. of Militia, 24 Dec 18, H.Qs file 54e21-15-86)s By
amgust 1917, all persconnel had returned to Nngland,

10 This Report wes complled by Capb. J.Ae
Swettenham, RCeE,
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