o Tl
NOISIALIQ IJTEDSANWW TIHL 40 SNOLIOETIOO JHL WOMd QIDNAC. ‘

4

SSERIONOD 0 ANVHEIT

3 "1 R AR ?\\‘ \
. ;l "‘-..-JJ. !-._? n..!.."'o-.l R '_._'_4 .i .
HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND
Offutt Air Force Base
Nebraska

A0V 1esy

General Thomas D. White
Chief of Staff

United States Air Force
Washington 25, p. C.

¢/5 nas moted

Dear Tommy:

In light of recent events
requirement which directs me to
capability in ny B-47 force,
configuration of the Strategic

I am increasingly disturbed over the
maintain a conventional bombing
You are fully aware that the size and

cal or general war. In the event

h conventional weapons are committed
primary general war capability would
the number of conventionally equipped
This contingency would arise because SAC's

ral war resides in itg instantaneous nuclear
Further the size of the present strategic force
oum target assignments will not permit the
ventionally equipped B-47 aircraft to a local

be impaired in direct ratio to
aircraft committed,
effectiveness ip gene
strike capability.
equated against minj
diversion of any con
war. (TOP SECRET)

The B-36 was the last aircraft designed for both a conventional
and nuclear weapons capability. The B-52, B-47, and even more so,
the B-58, were designed to deliver nuclear weapons only under local
or general war conditions. Nuclear weapons do exist which can be

personnel are Preparing a cost analysis of the entire conventional

wWeapons program both past and future, which will e forwarded for
your consideration in the near future., (TQ
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On many occasions over the past three years this headquarters
has pointed out the combat sacrifices which must be accepted if the
B-47 force is required to have a conventional weapons capability.

To date no action has been taken to delete the requirement for SAC
to maintain this capability. I would greatly appreciate your
assistance in resolving this problem, as I believe we cannot

afford to postpone a decision any longer. Recent Russian statements
make it amply clear that future wars will not be fought with World
War 1I weapons, and I believe that our capability should be aligned
accordingly. (TOF SECRET)

This correspondence is classified TOP SECRET in accordance
with Par 30a(2)(d), AFR 205-1. (Unclas)

Sincetely,-

N —

THOMAS S. POWER
General, USAF
Commander in Chief

Reproduction of this decumant in whols 2

or in part is arghibi it
Parwe 1s srchibited without theww .-

armisszo ) O . . ’.\# {"‘l.!._‘:l . p .
? ion of the ofiice of origin, i ';_1:» e

T



