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Impact of F-108 Cancellation, BX 61~F-1

Chairman, Weapons Board b

1. Without the F-108 Long Range Interceptor we would be forced to extend
the life of the F-101B and F-106 Weapon Systems. These two manned systems
and BOMARC "B® would comprise our air defense posture against the air-
breathing threat. ZEven with the comp ementary manned and wnmanned systems
we find some serious limitations in our defense structure in the 1963-70
time period without the F-108.

2. The most difficult problems facing our air defense system, in this
time period, are the low altitude threat aand the 500 1M air-to-surface
missile available in 1963. The limitations of the individual systems are
shown belows:

8. As we evaluate the F-101B against the projected threat for the
1965-70 time period, we find the F=-101B lacking in both speed and radius.
Z‘hedeteatimwaftmmwﬁmmtmgyatmmﬁmtam
operating under control of ground radar, but lacks the capability to effec-
tively operate outside solid radar cover. Due to ground clutter, this
system has no capability against low altitude targets except manual .
of the GAR-2 infrared missile under VFR conditions. Due to the range of the
projected air-to-surface missile threat and the performance of the F=1018
only a limited capability is available against the 1963 air-to-surface
missile.

b. The F-106 basically has the same limitations but has slightly better
performance than the F~101B. It does possess AMIT; however, this gives it
only a limited capability at low altitude.

¢. For the most effective operation of BOMARC "B", a sophisticated
ground environment is required. It has the capability to operate without
ground control in a pattern patrol mode; however, its limited radar search
capability makes it difficult to locate targets without precise control.
In order to utilize its range fully, those units deployed on our coasts
memt@;mm. 4As in all missiles it
lacks the human intelligence to positively identify targets. It has no
capability against the long range air-to~-surface missile.

3 In sumarizing the overall defense limitations against the air-breathing
threat without the F-108 we fmdmummmammmgamﬁm
the remote area. mmmneewtenw%mamamm, but it cannot
say whether it is composed of decoys, bombers alone, or a combination of
- both. %wwmmmmm@asw, composition and tacties until
. entry into solid radar cover. This evaluatj is-essential-in-order $o0.... /.
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defense. out the F-108, we have a very limited capabilit
:g—breathing threat and no capability against certain elements of the
eat. |






