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INTERCEPT OVER WAU ## AT 1045L ON FEBRUARY o, 1945

NIP STILL WASN'T TOO HAPPY ABOUT BE INC DENIED BULOLO VALLEY. PARTI!-
CULARLY SINCE HE HAD MANAGED TO PROGRESS To WITHIN LUO YARDS OF THE
WAU STRIP BEFORE RE INFORCEMENTS FLOWN IN To WAU BY TRANSPORT BLUNTED
HIS FINAL ATTACK AND TURNED Him BACK UP THE MUBO KOMIATUM TRACK., HE
COULDN'T HAVE THE wau STRIPI! OKAY. HE wouLD SEE THAT THE ALLIES
DIDN'T USE IT WOULD BE A CoSTLY EXPER IMENT.
'f&”#‘f'f"t!@!'#llt#tlﬁliﬂiﬂtitlt
PORSSETO#080y AT 0945/L 8 P-y0'S weRe AIR-
ANSPORTS TO WAU. AS THEY APPROACHED THE STRIP
FROM THE SOUTH AT APPROX IMATELY 10,000 FEET, THEY SIGHTED Four FLIGHTS
OF THREE BOMBERS EACH WITH AN ESCORT OF FOUR FIGHTERS ABOVE THEM. THE
BOMBERS, OR THE LiLy TYPE, WERE AT FIRST BELIEVED TO BE BEAUFORTS By
SEVERAL OF OUR PILOTS AND WERE NOT RECOGNIZED AS PHIPIFS NIP UNTIL
THE FIRST FLIGHT HAD BEGUN BOMBING RUN. 2ND LT, DAVID W. ALLEN GOT
IN ONLY A STRAY SHOT IN THE FIRST ATTACK, BUT IMMEDIATELY WENT AFTER
A PAIR OF NIP BOMBFRS MBING RUN.
CHED FROM BELOW TO wIT COOLY FROM
WERE ABLAZE AND SPINNING IN.
WERE ESCCRTING THE BONMBERS,
SHOW WAS OVER. LT. ALLEN
HIP DOWN AND OUTDISTANCED THE PEASHOOTERS, WHEN
THEY ATTEMPTED TO EVEN THE SCORE. IST LT. JoHN u. HOOD, FLYING AT
12,000 FEET HEARD "ENEMY SHIPS IN TH AIR," SPOTTED
LED H$S FLIGHT TO THE ATTACK. HE HUSHHUSHED The REA
OF THE BOMBERS, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO GET IN A KILLING BLOW TO THE PLANE.
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COMBAT OVER WAU AT 1240L ON FEBRUARY 6, 1945.

THE VERY DISASTROUS MCRN ING SHOW OVER IAU(D!SASTROUS FOR THE NIPS) WAS
STILL A ROARING AND LIVELY TOPIC OF CONVERSATION WHEN E IGHT P-y400°'s
OF THE 41IST F IGHTER$ SQUADRON WERE SCRAMBLED To INVESTIGATE AND IN=-
TERCEPT AN ENEMY PLOT MOVING TOWARD WAU. PLANES SCRAMBLED WERE IN
FLIGHTS OF FOUR PLANES EACH, PILOTED BY CAPTAIN FRED E. THOMPSON,

ST LTS FREDERICK E. DUBISHER, TONY PRINCE AND DUGAN V. WOODRING; AND
ZND LTS. ROBERT N. BOUCHER, LUCIEN R. JOHNSON, JOMN F. WEBER, AND
CAREY J. WOOLEY, JR. ﬂ‘l‘ﬂ“f"H'MO!’KIMOM'#I’H#CQUW#”” gy
PIBRTTL ENOPS HIFONSFE-SFSDE S0 0 8783

AT APPROXIMATELY 1240L, SIX ZEKES WERE SI6HTED AT # 15,000 FEET ABOUT
L MILES NORTHEAST OF WAU. THE APPROACH OF QUR FIGHTERS WAS NOT 0B-
SERVED, AND WHILE THE NIPS KNEW WHAT HAD HIT THEM AFTER THE FIRST
PASS, ONLY ONE OF THEIR NUMBER RETURNED TO BASE TO TELL THE SAD BUT
TRUE STORY. THEY WERE FLYING A VERY HAPHAZARD FORMAT ION--SSESPIE0F
BIOFITH ML PSFOMISSIDNS LT. BOUCHER SAID A STRING FORMAT I ON==BUT
SEEMED TO BE TRYING TO GET TOGETHER. LT..BOUCHER DELIVERED A SIDE
ATTACK, GOT IN A LONG BURST, AND THE ZEKE EXPLODED IN MICAIR, LT,
WOODRING LIKEWISED HIS ZEKE, AND IT SPUN IN AND CRASHED.

THOMPSON LEFT HIS MARK ON THREE ZEKES, 4|

WHEN 1T BEGAN TO SMOKE AND EXPLODED.(H!S ATTACK WAS FROM SIDE AND
REAR, OUT OF SUN). LT. DUBISHER ALSO DID SOME SHOPPING BEFORE HE
MADE HIS PURCHASE. HE MADE DIVING BEAM ATTACKS FROM UNDERNEATH AND
APPROACHING HEADON, BUT HIS FIRST TWO INTENDED VICTIWNS TURNED INS IDE
HiM, THIRD TIME PROVED TRUTH OF OLD SAYING, NIP TOOK A BEKEFULL oF
TRACERS, SPUN IN. SUPPLYING THE FROSTING, LT. WEBER KNOCKED ENOUGH
CHUNKS OUT OF HIS ZEKE IN A HEADON ATTACK TO BE GIVEN CREDIT FOR A
PROBABLE. GOUR PLANES WERE NOT DAMAGED.
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PAGE TWENTY ONE

BYK OF QCY¥OBER AND MONOTONY YOUR NAME 18 NEw L;.JINE‘I aND FIagHTER
COMMAND » 9TH SENT PAIROF PLANES TO WEATHERRECCO FINSCHHAFEN, NiLs 2401w
CROSSCOUNTRIED TRIO OF PLANES To MoRESBY, CRAMBLED FOUR PLANES AT MoRESBY,
NILLED WHOLE DAY, SCRAMBLED OVER ASE AND CROSSCOUNTRIED NADZAB TO BASE
STILL NiLe S5418%Y CROSSCOUNTRIED INGLE PLANE FROM DOBODURA TO BASE WITHOUT
INCIDENT. L55RD 6BEY PAIR GF PLANES 70 ESCORT P=-47 to MORESBY, NIiL,
9TH OF (QCTOBER AND THINGS ARE PICKING UPs TTH ESCORRED STREETCARS
THREE TIMES WITHOUT INCIDENT. tH #BFPFFEP RATROLLED NADZAB, KAIAPIT=BENA
SENA AND KAIAPIT=NADZAS3 IN THRCE MISSIONS WITHOUT INCIDENT, OtrH B-pLANE ES-
CORTED TO NADZAB WITHOMY INCIDENT, TWICE. 95tH SENT |7 P=-440O's T0o STAND
ABERT AT LAE, USED 'EM TO TAKE TRANSPORTS To SENA BENA, PATROL FINSCHHAFEN
AND THEN PATROLLED LAE WiTH THREE MISSIONS OF TWO PLANES EACHe J6TH SENT
PLANE ESCORTS FOR TWO MISSSONS T0 BuLOoLO, Nite H9TH ESCORTED TRANSPORTS
NADZAB WITH LANDINGS AT THILI BECAUSE OF WEATHER, THEN PATROLLEC ON OR=-
ONTROLLER WITH NIL SIGHTINGS IN HOPOI AND KAIAPIT AREAS, ANOTHER
0T THROUGH TO NADZAB OKAY, P TROLLED KAIAPIT=AARRAWASA=-F IANANTU,
W MIDDAY AND LATEEVENING PATROLLED KAI1APIT=DuMPy AND KAIAPIT 1IN
Ry NiLe LIST ESCORTED OBSERVATION CRAFT T0 FINSCHHAFEN AND FOUR=-
ROLLED KATAPIT DuMPu, NiLs BO0TH |5=-PLANE FIGHTERSWEPT ALEXISHAFEN
S AND ESCORTY FOR PHOTOPLANE, GOT |0 PLANES OVER TARGET, RETURNED
NI AIRBORNE SIGHTS OR FIGHTS, P=UT's GOT ROUTINE WORKOUT ESCORTING
REETC S TOo NADZAB, NIL. L32ND FLEW #1THOUT INCIDENT WHEN THEY SENT |6
LANES ESCORY FOR A=51'6 anND A=--0's 710 SATELBERG AREA, SAW A GOO0OD BOMBING
ow, MAS .
JOTH WAS ANOTHER DAY OF NOTHING PLUS NOTHING EQUALLING ROUTINE FOR
E COMMAND. 7JTh ESCORTED TO NADZAS FOUR TIMES. OBTH ROUTINE PATROLLED AND
CORTED OBSERVATION PABRBE YO0 FINSCHHAFEN, NIiIL. 9TH SENT |H6=PLANE ESCROT
R DIVEBOMBERS TO SATELBERGs GOT |5 OVER TARGET AND SAw A=-20's BomBING
AD FROM KUuMAWA=S 1S I=/EWEWANING, SINGLE CRASHLANDED. IDTH PATROLLED KAl AP
TH |5 PLANES AND WITHOUT INCIDENT. 5OTH TOOK SETREETCARS T0 NADZAB, MIUDAY
SCRAMBLED OVER MNMORESBY BUT NILLED WHEN RECALLED. 99TH SENT FOUR PLANES TO
ESCORT B=2Z5H DROPPING PROPAGANDA PAMPHLETS OVER GOR! RIVER AREA, FINALLY SIM-
MERED DOWN TO SINGLE PLANE ESC"RV!NG, THREE RETURNED FOR ONE RE ASOMN OR ANOT -
HERe LOTH ROUTINE DAY WITH KAIAPITH# AND ESCORT OBSERVATION PLANE TO FINSCH=-
MAFEN. LIST MUuST HAVE BEEN IDLE. 30T+ SPENT DAY ESCORTING TO NADZAB.
5L 1sT ###FF RECCOED CAPE GLOUCESTER WITH PAIR OF PLANES, SAW BARGES AT BoR=
GEN BAY, STRAFED THEM AND DRUMS OF GASCLINE ALSO SIGHTED, DESTROYED THRLE
BARGES, FIRED Tw0 FUEL DUMPS AND DAMAGED BALANCE OoF |5 earcES. FLEwW Tmis
MISSICN WITHOUTY INCIDENT, REST OF MISSIONS WERE ESCORT T0 NADZAB., OnLyY
INCIDENT OF COLORLESS DAY WHEN LT. JoxuN H. LOLO OF JLIST LEFT H18 FORMATION
TO FIRE GUNS AT ROCKS IN RED ScAr BAY, WAS MISSING AND THRO@HT HE MISJUDGED
DISTANCE AND HIT WATER, SU2ND SENT PAIR OF PLANES ON STRAFING MISSION TO
CAPE GLOUCESTER WITH JUISTYT, REPORTED PLENTY OF aAuAaE(Ev:N MORE THAN Jylst
REPORTED.) BALANCE OF MISSIONS WERE ROUTINECOVER MISSIONS TOo NADZAB.L4)IsST
SCPAMBLED FOU PLANES TO0 CaAPE WaArRD HUNT, NIL. L55RD SCRAMBLED FOUR PLANES
15 INTERCEPTY RECCOo BO wiLeEs EAST OF Buna, NIL.
1 ITH MUCH THE SAME. 71h ESCOCRTED TRANSPORTS TO NADZAB WITHOUTY
INCIDENT. BTH PATROLLED UPPER RAMU VALLEY MIDDAY, NIL, ESCORTED TRANSPORTS
BeEnA BENA TO MT. HAGEN MIDDAY, SPOTTED POSSIBLE CRASHED AVIATOR SIGNALLING
FROM VILL NEAR KORIGU TO WEST, PATROLLED NADZAB-KAIAPIT EARLY AFTERNOON,NIL.
95TH SPEN® DAY CHASING TRANSPORTS T0 NADZAB, NiIL. 59TH ONE=-PLANE PATROLLED
SAIDOR=F INSCHHAFTEN AREA MIDMORNING NIL SIGHTINGS « UOTH PATROLLED NADZAB=-
OuMPu EARLY @#I1TH 8 PLANES, WIL, LATER PATROLLED KAIAPIT WITH L4 PLANES, NIL,
MIDCMORNING ESCORTED TRANSPURTS TO NaDZaB, NiIL. LIST POSTNOON PATROLLED

KAIAPIT=DuMPU WiTH 7 PLANES, NADZAB=KA1ZP1T wiThn B pPLaNES, NIL. SL0TwH

ESCORTED AND COVERED TRANSPORTS To NADZAB. SLIST CLOSECOVERED AND ESCORTED
TRANSPORTS TO NADZAE FINAL MISSICN OF DAY INCOMPLETE, WEATHER. s42Zne wADE

SOME SQUADRON HIESTORY. FLEW THREE MISSI0N USUAL ESCORTS, BUY FIRST mISS N
-
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®AS A FOUR=PLANE FIGHTER BSWEEP T0 WEWAK(THINK THIS MUST HAVE BEEN
UP TeOe AND DAY HE GOT SIX DEFINITES,) FIRSY THEY SHOY DOWN A SINGLE
KE THEY CAUGHY AT 20,000 ofF Cart MoEM,. THEN THEY SMACKED INTO A FOARM
ON OF 92 FIGHTERS AND 12 BouBERS AT [050L AS THEY APPROACHED WEWAK Fao0M
e SE a7t 12,000 FeEeT,. IN ENSUING COMBAY THEY KNOCKED OFF A TOTAL OF ¢
x€ES, 5 Tonvye, | Hap, @ u/1, DEFINITELY DESTROYED, AND PROBABLY DESTROYE
NOTHER PAIrR OF TONYS. NIt O5S5ESe LHSO9RD HILLED SCRAMBLED FOR 1NTZIRCEPY
RECCO SouTH ofF QRO Bavy mioaFTERNOON( > P-58's.)

TODAY THE STUFF THE FAN, TH1S MAY BE MARKED DOWN AS (OCTOBER
>, 1945, ONE UF THE MOST NIFICANT BAY HTER CUMMAND HISTORY AND
E OF THE MOSY SISNIFICANT TRIKES IN TH S ¥ oF THE FIFTH A1 FeeCE,
R ON TH IS DAY JUR FIGHTERS AND BOMBERS 1 HE NIPS WITH THE!R DAH.",

HALF MAST AND TOOK A DAMAGING SWING AT BuT FIRST THE ROUTINE.

H SQ\,ADMO" ESCORTED TRANSPORTS 10 NADZA FO A 4 PLANE SCRAMBLE FOR
TERCEPTION TO Buna. 55TH cL ov RANSPORTS TG NADZAB WITHOUT IN=
1t DJENT . 9OTH ESCOFTED SINGLE MISS 1IN Tsitt TsiLt, SCRAMBLED OVER MORESSY
TH SINGLE PLANE, NILLED. 4UOTH Pra KAataP11T=DuMPU AREAS, NILLED LATE
RAMBLED OVER TsiL1l Tsivtte. 540r4 cro QUNTRIED |8 PLANES TO MOSESSBY

THOUT INCIDENT, 2LIST CLOSECOVE NADZAB WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE. QL;V-'.-:
X

CNY FOUR=PLANER ON PATROL OJVER LA FROM NuBIA To WeEwAK. DESTROYED ONE
at |1500L Asouy <00 YaARDS 0OF FS=OR Frow WEWAK AT 5000 fFeev., THEN FOR
SHOW. 9TH PUT 2] PLANES ) Tc ESCORT B=2 's %o RaBAuL(PART oOF
P-58's ASSIGNED 10 E3CORT B-25" A B-24's vo RasauiL), ofF a7 0800 awno
GET FroM 1010 1¢ 102YH av /750« EET. TWO PLANES DID NOT COMPLETE
NODED AT Kiriwina(ONE HYORAU AK, THER BROKEN NOSE UMCEL), OTHER
T BASE AT (4u0L $9989(16) a ANDED AT I1540Les ONLY TWO ENEMY
EEN BY T~8S SQUADRON AIRBBRNE IANSPORTY AND JEXKE AND THEY DIDN'TY
INTERCEPT. AC X WAS SLIg EOIUM AND INACCURATE FrRO¥ RAPOFO
Toscna ra1 e, IGHTIN - WY ANE ¥ i85, 9%/50 Bervrvys,
Latevyg, S AND TRANSPOR DESTRO DAMAGED AT RKAPOPO; | SMALL FISKHING
CRAFT SuNK BY BOMBERS A S SHIP CCNVOY COMING INTC HARBOR WHISBH WAS STHA-
Fep. FPF#IsT ProvisionAL SQUADRON, FORMED THIS FIRGT STRIKE FROM PLANES
OF THE SEVERAL P=%8 Squaomons, pur 16 PLANES IN ESCORT FOR B=25's wiTTING
RasauL, Took ofFF AT 0B00, over Targey 1050L vo 1055L, LanDED Kiriwina 12)0L.
ONE PLANE CIDN'YT MAKE STRIKE BECAUSE CF PPOP OUT. B LANDED DOBODURA AT
ILISL, 5 AT PorY Moresey AT I400L ano 4 AT PorT Moresev AT 14500, THEY
SAW A PAIR OF NiFs BELOW THEIR FCRMATION BUT NIPS MADE NO ATTEMPT TO INTEFG@
CEPT., N WAY HOME THEY SAW A SINGLE BETTY HEADING SW AT MINIMUM ALTITUDE
IM THE WARANGO) RIVER WALLEY, DESTROYED IT. AT RAPOPO THEY SIGHTED MANY
SMALL VESBSBELS, TRIO OF BETTYS TAKING OFF, AND A BETTY TAXIING WHICH RECEIVED
DIRE:ZT HIT,. PCSSIBLE FUEL CUMP EXPLOSION E OF STRIP AND THREE INTENSE F'RES
IN BAME A-EA. NIiL LOSSES. L5lst senT |6 PLANES wiTk B=25's, GOoTY 9 0OF THat
NUMBER OVER THE TARGEY, FLEW WITHOUT INCIDENT, NIL FIGHTS, SAW FIVE FIRES AT
VUNAKANAU, | A POSSIBLE FUEL DUMP, 52 SHIPS INCLUDING CRUISER IN HARBOR,THEY
WERE OVER TARGEY Fmow I0LOL vo 1100L. L)52we sent I8 pLANES TO ESCoRrRY B-45's
AND GOTYT 'EM ALL THERE, OVER TARGETY JOLSL vo 1100L,»15S10N COMPLETED WITH NIL
FIGHTS, SIGHTED FOUR OR FIVE NIP PLANES TAKING OFF AT VUNAKANAU AS BOMBS
DROPFED, THREE FIRES AT RAPOPO, REPORTED RADIO DISCIPLINE WAS BAD, CALL SIGN
GfF |16 FuS. WAS COMPROMISED AND INTENTION OF STAGING THROUGH KIRIWINA GIVEN
IN CLEARs L535RrD SENT 19 PLANES TO ESCORT B=25's To RasauL, 60T 15 OVER TaARrR=
GET FroM 1015 vo 10LD aAv 25,000 Feere AT 1058BL THIS FLIGHY BAW FOUR QIiCARS
FLYING NW OVER VUNAKANAU, INYERCEPTED ANC ODEFINITELY OESTROYED ONE (SCAR,
NIL LOSBES AND NIL OTHER AIRBORNE SIGHTINGS . 59Tu sent |8 pLANES 0O ESCORY
B=cli'6 TO RABAUL FOR MIDDAY STRIKE ON SHIPFING. Gotr 15 over AREA
Faomw 12050L 10 1250L av 24/28,000 rFeev. WERE NOT INTERCEPTED, Cx wAS
DIRECTED AT BOMBERS ONLY, PAIR OF uU/) PLANES SIGHTED AT I500 recY VER
ATALIKLIKUM EAY DID NOT ATTEMPTY TO INTERCEFPT o AW BOwWB G FaLl AMONG SwmALL
VESSELS NEAR TOWNSHIP AREA, RESULTS 0OF MOST BOMEBES OBSCURED BY SMOKE, SAW
(-~
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RNING ON STRIPE MIT EARLIE By B-25's, 17 pLANES oF BOtw
E5 T0 RABAUL, GOT 'EM ALL ER TARGETY |200L vo 1250L, JuwpED

OCTERS WHICH WERE PESTERING BOMBERS AS THEY WERE LEAVIN TAR=
NITELY DESTROYED SINGLE Ha ALSC SAW FIRES, SMOKE OBSCURED
BING O IPFPING »
T oA TRIED YO HITY ¢ AIN AND WEATHER SAVED Nies
ON
ITINE AES IGNME INCLUDING TRAINING, ESCCRYING,
A DENA=KRt1APIT A, ESCORTED OBSERVAT ION PLANES TO
WARDS LAE, NIL A SCRAMBLE T0 FINSCHHAFEN, HAD
20 PLANES ON foN To RasauL AS ESCORT For B-25's
REFUELED AND EEDED TOWARDSE TARGET UNTIL TURNED
PILOTS DID NOT uah(iSY Lrs.THERON D. PRICE, RaLew
HUNDER 55Tk W ROUT INE ESCORT MISSIONS TO
NE 5 SINGL RANSPORY ON FOUR STOP MISSION, THEN
VER PORTS 0 NAaDZaB, 59TH BENT. IT7 PLANES oON
Raga LIKE®ISE R EC KIRIWINA AND YO0OK OFF FROM
URNE BACK BY THE HE R o UOTH PATROLLED KAIAPIT=-
AND MIDDAY, NIL, AL N » SCRAMBLE T0 FINSCHHAFEN POSTNOON.
C NADZAB-KAIAPIT PRENOON IDDAY, NIiL, SExNT 16 PLANES TO

EEMS THAT NO T OW MANY TIWES YOU DC THE SAME
'

¥ EXPELCT iT Tk FIRSTY T i ME IT WiLL BE A SBURPRISE

FE NIP TROOPS ANC NAT I VE AGE B wiLES NE oF JuNnCTION FARIA=-
Four PLANES STRAFEC, Fou VEBOMBEC, 8 COVERED OPERAT ION.
aoe, 4 500 PouncERS DROPP RESULTS NOT OBSERVED. B0TH SENT
TH B=25'8 STRIKING RABAUL, WERE WEATHERED BACK JUST LIKE REST,
CKED tN PoRY MORESBY HARBOR, PILOT WAS RESCUED.(LT. LOLOS oFf
WHO WAS BELIEVED KILLED WHEN HE CRASHED AFTER STRAFING ROCKS RESCUED.)
SCRAWBLED OVER DOBODURA, NIL, ONLY 1ISStoN OoF DAY. SL2ND SPEND DAY
NG BISCUIT BOWMBERS T3 NADZAB WITHOUT INCIDENT. !7 PLANES FrOM 4518T,
ANES From L52nD, I8 PLANES FroM Lo9r TRIED 10 ESCORT B-25's 10 Kasaur,
TURNED BACK BY WEATHER, NIL ALL WAY OUGH
For SOME REASON THEY DIDN'YT SsE HE THING UP AGAIN SO0 OCTOBER
4 S JUST ANOTHER DAY, Ttu ROUTINE FLE HROUGHOUT OAY, NILLED SCRAMBLE
OVER GONA WRECK, 81w PatTrROLLED KAaiarPiT=0 U AREA, NIL,. 9Tu scramsLED 8
PLANES To BUNA MIDAFTERNOON, NILLED. 357 LOSECOVERED TRANSPORTS TOo NAD=
2AB ALL DAY, NIL,. 56TH BENT PAIR OF PLAN Yo NACZA® AS COURIER. ULOrwW
ESCORYED OBSERVATION PLANE TO FINSCHHAFEN ATROLLED NADZAB KAIAPIT EARLY
MORNING, NIL. BOTH UNABLE TO COMPLETE ESCORT MISSION FOR PHOTOPLANE TO Wg-
WAK BECAUSE OF WEATHER. JuCTh pPrENCON Pa LLED MORESBY AREA, NIL, NILLED
SCRAMBLE OF SINGLE OVER SAME AREA, CROS S§C TRIED PAIR OF PLANES FROM Tgit
TS1L1 To BASE, SLisT toosECOVERE D B=251s RIKING ALEXISHAFEN wiTH |6
PLANES, GOTY I PLANES OVER TARGET, NIL S 8 OR FIGHTS , 16 PLANES oOF 54¢&
TCPCOVERED THIS STRIKE,### coT |1H PLANES R TARGET, NIL ENEMY ENCOUNTERE
42181 SENT |6 PLANES TO ESCORT B=25's 1o ( E GLOUCESTER., MISS 10N COMPLET
WITHOUT INCIDENT,
é-y3 BuT vou CcAN'y CcaLL OcToBER 15 ROUTINE DAY. ROUTINE PERNAPS IN
TRAT THE NIPS TOOK A BEATING AND LOST A SLUE OF PLANES . BLow 8y BLOwW: Trw
SCRAMBLED B PLANES TO OrO Bavy AT C800L ro TERCEPY NIP ODIVE BOMBERS HAVING
A GO AT OUR SMIPPING. AT OBUOL THEY SAwW 16 ZEKES AND OSCARS AT 18,000 feer
ANKD T VALS AT MINIMUM ALTITUDE. ONE OF OUR FLIGHTS AT 5,000 oiveD 10 aArTTA
FIGHTERS, OTHER FLIGHTY AT |5,000 DIVED To ATTACK VaLs., DEFINITELY DESTROYE
ONE VAL, PROBABLY DESTROYED A VAL AND AN USCAR, DAMAGED A PaIR 0F P=i0's In
THIS ::vnv(ouuctn 8y P=58 Fire, PiILOTS EPORTED FIRING ON P=l0'"s wWHICH HAC
NO WHITE TAIL wARKINGS.) LaTER ScrameLeD I8 pLaANES ToO Buwna, NiLe Brw was
ROUT INE PATROLLING DUMPU=KAIAPIT AREA DURING MORNING , N AFTERNOON SENT
FLANES AS BOOMERANG ESCORY 10 FINSCHRAFEN, Ay 1T50L 15 LILLYS, ESCORTED
APPROXIMATE LY A DOZEN SCARS ANC E - ®ERE SIGHTED AT OU( FEEY ABOUT 15
MILES EAST OF FINSCHHAFEN. In N G OMBAY, THESE FOUR PILOTS DEFINITELY
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RECORD BY 0AYS (RENETEEREERe. ©AGE ONE
'
18 MarcH, 1943===-ROUTINE PATROLS AND ESBCORT DUTIES FOR TRANSPORTS, No
i ENEMY ACTIVITY.
19 MARCH !‘))4)-—-TRAVflC TO WAU AND DULOLO ON INCREASE., DurR ING DAY OURm
FIGHTERS FLE® ROUTINE ESCORTS AND PATROLE . ONE HMOSTILE
AtrcrAFT PLOT(30 AIRCRAFYT) WAS REPORTED, INVESTIGATED,
BUT TURNED AWAY AT TROBRIANDS.
194 3===RoUT INE PAT ROLS AND ESCOURTS ToO WAU AND BuiLoLO.3 HOSTILE
AIRCAAFT PLOTSREPORTED BUT CLOUDS MADE INTERCEPTION
IMPOS 518 LE o
194 5==-=NIP WAS ACTIVE IN AIR AND OUR PLANES WERE SCRAMBLED FOR
INTERCEPTS AT WIDELY SCATTERED POINTS, THERE WERE N O
INTERCEPY IONS OR S IGHTINGS AND ROU T INE PAT2JL8S AND ES~-
CORYT MISSIONS WERE FLOWN.
|43 =-=eSe FLIERS FLEW ROUTINE MISSIONS AND WERE NOT SCRAMBLED
FoR ANY INTERCEPTS. 75 Squaomon(Aussie) FHFFFIstIe#
AND 77 SquabRoN(LIKEWISBE) REPORTED INTERCEPTING BMALL
FLIGHTS OF SALLY TYPE BOMBERS(THREE cACH TIME) GOT 1IN
SOME BURSTS BUT INFLICTED NO KNOWN DAMAGE.

MarcH, 1943--=39TH SQUADRON ESCORTED B=25'S ON STRAFING MISSION M o
LAE . NO ATTEMPY TO BREAK UP SHOW. OTHER SQUADRONS
CARRIED OUT ROUTINE PAYTROLS AND TRANSPORT ESCORTS.

24 MamrcH , 8 |940==-=-WEATHER NOT §0 HOT. ROUTINE PATROLS, ESCORTS, MANY IN=-
COMPLETE BECAUSE OF WEATHER.
25MarcH , 19L5~-==SAME MONOTONOUS(FOR PILOTS ) PATRGOLS AND ESCORTS. Cou~
PLE FALSE ALARWMS ON INTERCEPT SCRAMBLES, LATER IDENT I =
FIED FRIENDLY.
19/45=~=ROUT INE PATROLS AND ESCORT MISSEIONS . CouPLE OF FALSE
ALARuS (SMALL PLOTE)e 39TH ©Q EBCORT A=20's FINSCHMAFEN.
*19,3-=~FiIvVE PLANES OF JTH SQUADRON WERE PATROLLING(ROUT INE)
WHEN THEY SICHMTED BETTY TYPE RECCO BOMBER. Gave cuase
wHEN NI1P HEADED OUuT OVER Oro Bav. Lr. BaLL ano Carrt.
HANEY PLAYED"NOW =YOU=HIT=HIM=AND=NOW=IBLL=HIT=HIN" UN-
TIL NIP WENT INTO SPIN, APPARENTLY SALVOED BOMBS, TOOK
FINAL DivEe CAPT HANEY GOT IN KILLING BLOW WITH DOUBLE
PASS, BURSTS ENTERING PILOTSE COCKPIT. (FtLL Dyxe ACwxanNDEA
MARCH, IY4D===SAME OULL STUFF. ROUTINE ESCORY MISSEIONS AND PATROLS.
MamcH,8 |9 )--=ROUTINE PATROLSE AND ESCORY MISSIONS TO WAU AND OyLorLo.
49T M ORDERED TO INTERCEPY AT Oro BAY,NIL INTERCEPYION.
BUTH LIKEWISED, NIL INTERCEPTI ON THOUGH OTHER FRIENDLY
AIRCRAFY HEARD ON RADIO SAYING THERE wERE <5 Pomsenrs
AND MANY NiP FIGHTERS BIGHTED,THAT NIPS WERE ON HIS
YAIL, BUT ME CCULDN'T DRoOP BELLY TANKS . CoOULD HAVE BEEN
$7FPFP UTv $HPPFP Squaonown. BT wao B pLanEs N Ain
ON PATROL, SCRAMBLED 7 mMomE. THESE B0YS TANGLED WITH
20 VaLs anp |5 ZexEs oveEr Omo Bavy awo 50-%0 wiLEs N ofF
Umo Bavy arv 1150K. VALS HWAD JUSTYT DROPPED BOMBS WKEN
S§POTTED., TanGgLED AY U0 FEET. NiPS usSED S TURNS ToO
EVADE OUR BOYS e« OEVERAL VALS CRASBHED DIRECTLY INTO
SEA AND OTHERS WERE OBSEARVED BURNING NEAR THE WATER,
QuUR A1 RWEN UTILIZED CLOUD COVER EFFECTIVELY WHEN IN
YRouBLE. DEFINITELY DESTROYES PAIR oF VALS AND FIVE
ZEXES; PROBABLY DESTROYED Foum VALS AND SiXx LEXKES. WE
LOS T A SINGLE(LT: UEWEES.)eeeeesTTH ORDERED TO INTER=-
cerY NiPS8 OvER BISMARCK SEA EA8Y of Omo Bav, HIT 18
Bavry TvyPE BOMBER AND S0 AssonmrTED HAPs, ZExES AnND (8~
cans.(10 P=58's 1IN SwHO®). LY. HamvEyvy, LT. Mamxecy, LT,
O'NCAL DUNKED A LEXKE EACH. LT, ALGER, LT, LIDSTROM
DEFINITELY DUNKED HAP EACHM. Lv. ALGER SAw PIECES FLY
FROM ANOTHER HAP, CAPTAIN HANEY GOT SBEVERAL BURSTS INTO
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Cont'p)
20 Mamc D o===A HAP, BAW Y TRAILING SMOKE, DION"Y SEE T CRASH,
€9 Marc I942=-=="0UT INE PATROLS AND ESCORT MISSIONS . 8 P=35Y's or
9TH WERE PATROLLING FROM Ymo BAy TowAmp Care NeLsonw
AT 27,000, GLOMMED SiNGLE NiP BoMBER. LTS Bownag anp
BARNES BEGAN EAST-WESTING NIP, FINALLY Bong Toox ovenm,
VWADE FOUR PASSES, ON FOUmTH GOODBYE Mnr. Nirs. BLew up,
194 5=== 12 P=38's 0of 59TM ESCOmTED A=cO's AND B=¢5H's Yo FiNSCH~
HAFEN . NiL TROUBLE ANY KIND.
l‘).’.j---§97u BOYE WENT BARGE AND N'D HUNTING wWITH BEAUFIGHTERS
AND R=Z0'S. LOTSA STRAFING UP KOMIATUM TRACX AREA,
For REST oF COMMAND, ROUT INE PATROLE AND ESCORT MISSIONS,
======-HOUTINE PATROLS AND ESCORT MISSIONS TO0 WAU.
cmeew-=RouT INE, COUPLE OF FALBE ALARME CVER DoBODURA BUT NIL
INTERCEPY IONS
~-=====ROUTINE PATROLS AND ESCORT MISSioNS . HEFSTERERET IF SRS
FIFERIINSTENERIFSASIDENSFIS
“meme===ROUT I NE. -
=======TTH PULLED ESCORT MIS8I10N B-2Y's anD A=20's To SALAMAUA,
WHILE RESY OF THE BOYS ROUTINED DAY WITH ESCORT MiS=
Si1CNS To wav, ButorLoc anD GuapagasaiL(DmroPrPings ). AL
DION'T RUN INTO ANYT “ING.
LeeeceeceeecHOUTINE AND VERY DULL. ESCORY anu PATROL.
Lescsceseas)OrN EScOoRTED B=2YH's 1o SAIDOR AREA. REST ofF Coumanp
CARRIED OUT ROUT INE PATROLS AND ESCORT MISSIONDb .
Leseececc=aEVEN DULLER THAN USUAL: PATROLS AND ESCORT,.
Lececcceer=a’9TH ESCORTED B=¢9's ANC BeauFiguTERs To MADaNG. ResTY
OF BOVS DULLDAYED IT. SAME PATROLS, ESCORTo.
~ROUTINE ESCORYTS AND PATROLS. 29TH AsaIN FuRINISHED
COVER FOR STRIKE ON Maoavg, BY PcauriguTens ALONE .,
IL®%4290008DuUR ING MORNING, ROUT INE ESCORT AND PATROL WMISS!t ONS WERE
FLOWN., AT 225K Ni1Ps Wit QOro BAY wWiTH STRENGTH OF ABOUTY
LO to LUY BowBERS AND FIGHTERS(BELIEVED AaBouUT 5 BOMBERS ).
OUR FIGHTERS INTEZCEPTED(APPARENTLY AFTER BOMBERS wAD
DONE TYHEIR DAMAGE.) ResuLts: Dive Bowusers DESTROYED,
6, ProBaBLED ¢ LEXES DESTROYED 9, ProsaBLED 23 Oscans
PESTROYED, le('MI8S MUST HAVEL BEEN A PRETTY GO0OD SHOW.
QHOULD GETY ALL DETAILS OF RAID. KNow THEY GOY ONE .ﬂl’.)
I APRILSS®*22%84C0MING EVvENTS HAD CASY THEIR SHADOW AND MEAVY NIP STRIKE
WAS ANTIC ATED on MoregsBy AREA ABOUTY THIS TINvME, CAIL
THIS Dav, SENT ALONG U< BeETry ano NeLL TYPE BOMBERS
WI1TH APPROXIMATELY H0 ZexEs AND Hars FOR COVER. LT.
Uavis of BTu D10N'T weLP NIP CaUSE ANy WHEN HME BPOTTED
A DINAW RECCO HEADING FoOR Moresey., HEe cHaBED 17 aLL
WAY YO0 MORESBY AND BACK YO CAPE Wamrd Huwr, Guns Jawmen
AND HE RAN LOW ON GAS, BUT WHEN HE LEFT 1T 171 WAS LOSING
FARTS FROM PORY ENGINE AND FUSELAGE AND SMOKING BADLY.
HE GoT CREDIT ForR ONE DESTROYED. BTH got INTO MLSS oF
DEYTY TYPE BOWBE®S WITH BINGLE LEKE ABout 50 MiLes N
OF CAPE WARD HuwnT, Turee Berrvs wene SWIMMING, [EKE
OBSERVED av 50 rFeeT, sTILL FALLING, AFIRE, ALL Four
DEFINITES.(THIS was AT 0955K). YTH Toox on Nies ay 104 0K
From MORESBY Yo Romona. YEFINITESS ¢ (Oscams, | Berry.
29T scramBLED FoR INTERCEPT OVER MORSEBY AREA AT |UICK.
MADE CconTacCTY, GoOT PAIR oF BOMBERSE(CRASHED), PAIR oOF

W

=0 R R 7,

LExe8(ONE BLEW UP, OTHER SPUN DOWN MINUS VITAL PARTS,)
Tuese weme DEFINITES., ALSO PROBABLED oNE Bgvry, LOTH
VADE CONTACY aY IVE€9K arren QY45 scrawBLE TO INYERCEPTY.
Four BEYTYS anD ONE ZExe DEFINITES. BEYTY PROBABLED.
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PAG THREE

{Cont'D)

le APRiILssssssrsnansl (ST SCRAMOLED AT U950 AND MADE CONTACY WITH WHOLE
FLOCK OF BEYTYS AND JEExS ANC Hars a7 24,009 OVER
NORESBY. THEY DEFINITELY DESTROYED ¢ [JExES, | NELL,
i Berry, & Hars. PROBABLED A LEXKE AND A DETYY, LOST
two PLANES{ONE DESTROYED BUT PILOY SAVED=-<-OTHER IS
MioSINGs) BUTH PROBABLED A Bevrv. OFFICIAL RECAP:
REC ALERT AT 0U995. DEFsNiTeLY DESTROYED |5 Bowsers,
U FIGHTERS. HROBABLED L4 BOMBERS, 5 FICHTERS.(InIs
WAS BIG SHOW ANUD | AM GOING YO GIVE IT A RIDE WHEN
GET ALL SET.)

19 APRIL=====eececee="FTER A BIG DAY, ROUTINE AGAIN. USUuAL STUFF, IN=
VESTIGATED SOME FaLSEALARM PLOTS.,

L APRIL®Sssssss0842TWAS RATHER A ROUTINE DAY FQOR MOST SQUADRONSD . SOME

ESCORY I NG AND PATRO LL ING

. DOME SCRAMBLES YO INTER=-
CEPYT BUT NIL Si6HTINGS, BOTH ORDERED TO MiLne DBavy

FOR INTERCEPT, RAID WA 'N PROGRESS AND TFPEY MISSED
SHOW, ARRIVING AFTER RAID WAS OVER, OTH LIKEWISED
ON SCRAMBLED, UNLIKEWISED ON INTERCEPT, Hiv LARGE
FORCE OF WEDIUM AND DiveE BOMBERS (asour 45-50) anc
APPROXIMATRY OU FiguTERS(MIXED ), AT 259K, 20-27,000
FEET, ofFF Care Fremes OEFINITELY DESTROYVED Berrvy
AND JEKE . FrosaBLED UETTY AND PAtr oF Yars.(Swouro
GET SUL DETAILS ON THIS RAID. 'HEY D1D SOME D aAMAGE

OUR SHIPS, AND APPARENTLY 75 aAnO 77 AusSsit 5Qs
ERE IN UP TO T HE !® EARS, ToTAL SCORE ANNOUNCED FOR
Ay wAs: | Berryvy, 2 eomBeErRs(u/1), 2 cexes, 5 u/
IGHTERS DEFINITELY DESYROYED. FrOoBABLED > Berrvs,
AIR OF. VALS, SINGLE ‘z‘z.z LT. TELLS oF 9YH was
ILEED WHEN HIb SHMIP BECAME FLAMER WHEN HE CRASK=
ANDED,

~-=SAME OLD UFS6TAY, FPATROLS, ESCORT MISSIONS, SCRAMBLED
FOR INTERCEPTS WITH NIL INTERCEPTS OR SIGHT INGS,

-~ IKEWISEs FEW ESCORT AND PATROL MISSIONS. NIP ST iLL
ACTIVE EN ¢ IN SMALL WAY TO KEEP SPOTTERS PHONING
IN REPQRTS OF SIGHTINGS AND TO KEEP SOME OF OUR PLANES
BUSY CHECKXING SO THEY CAN REPORT NIL SIGHTINGS AND
NiL INTERCEPTESONS,

«=R0UTINE, HMEAVY TRANSPORT TRAF

««ROUTINE, HEAVY TRANSPORT TRAF

-=RQUTINE, PRINCIPALLY TRANSPOR SCORTS ,

~=ROUTINE, TRANSPORY ESCORTS ,

==SAME STUFF, TRANSPOR To AND PA oLs

-=5AME TRANSPORTS STILL DOING 018 OF FLYING

=5 AME .

-=SAME., > IGNIFICANT THAT FiguT ER COWMAND PLANES WERE
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