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Primary purpose of this manual is to present information
pertaining to the Twentieth Air Force and the E-29 Superfor-
tress aircraft., The factors compiled here depend upon various
variables which will be continually changing the contents,
Revisions and improvements to the manual will be published
monthly by the Headquarters, Twentieth Air Force. Copies of

the revisions will be forwarded to the various organizations
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Organization

Headquarters, Twentieth Air Force

1. CONSTITUTION. The Twentieth Air Force was constituted 4 April 1944,
(WD Letter AG 322, 4 april 1944) with station in ashington, D. C. The Head-
quarters, Twentieth Air Force was activated by General Orders No. 2, Headquarters,
Army Air Forces, L April 1944. The War Cepartment authority constituting the
Twentieth Air Force stipulated that it would be commanded by the Commanding
General, Army air Forces. This YWar Department directive also specified that
the Headcuarters, Amy air Forces, functioning in a dual capacity, would per-
form the necessary staff functions of the iieadquarters, Twentieth Air Force.
No Table of Organization is provided for the Headquarters, Twentieth Air
Force.

2. STAFF. The 3taff of the Headquarters, Twenticth Air Force is announced
in General uUraers No. 12, Headquarters, Twenticth Air Force, 2 December 1944.
%ith the exception of the Deputy Commander, all of the members of the staff of
the lieadquarters, Twentieth Air Force are assignea to the Headquarters, Army
Air Forces, and most of them are occupying dual staff positions in the Head-
quarters army Air Forces. Each staff officer occupying a dual position will
designate at least one operating assistant who will cevote his attention pri-
marily to Twentieth Air Force matters. These operating assistants are the
individuals through whom the normal business of the Twentieth Air Force will
be transacted with the various staff divisions of the Headquarters, army Air
Forces. These operating assistants will be responsible for the coordination
of Twentieth Air Force matters within their own staff divisions and with the
operating assistants of other staff aivisions.

e

LI s

3. DECENTRALIZATION OF ADMIN1STRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES. In so far as
practicable, administrative responsibilities will be delegated to the Deputy
Commanders of the Twentieth Air Force and to the Commanding Generals of the
Bomber Commands, who will have administrative authority and responsibilities
comparable to that of an air Force Commander.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE TWENTIETH AIR FORCE

A total of 4O VHB Groups is scheduled to be deployed in the war
against Japan. Two BSomber Commands and six Wings are at present activated.

XXI Bomber Command

The XXI Bomber Command is at present deployed in the Marianas with
the Headquarters located at the Depot Field on Guam. The XXI Somver Com-
sand is scheduled to be composed of five VHE Wings. The 73d Wing is now
eployed on lsley 71 at Saipan, the 313th at North Tinian Field, and the
314th at North Field, Guam. The 58th Wing will operate from West Field,
Tinian. The 315th Wing at present in training is the last of the five
iings to arrive in the llarianas. This VWing will be deployed on Northwest
Field, Guam. Two Groups have a readiness date of 20 May and two Oroups
20 June 1945.

XX Bomber Command
The XX Bomber Command lieadquarters, 22nd Depot Group, and supporting
units will move from India June 6th arriving in Okinawa august 4Lth, august

24th and September 3d respectively, for permanent deployment in Okinawa.
Current plans provide for the XX pomber Command to be composec of five
Tings.

w

The 316th Wing now fully organizec and at present in training will
be deployed on Kacena Field, Oxinawa, as follows: two Groups 15 august
and twe Groups 15 September 1945.

"." Wing will consist of the L&9th Bomb Group to be canloved on Bolo
Fiela, 1 September 1945. Three converted Groups will complete tne organiza-
tion of "4 ® Wing, one Group being deployed Bolo Field 1 Uctober 1945,
ind two Jroups deployec Bolo 1 November 1945.

——

Um0 > R

nE" Wing will consist of four converted Groups, two Jroups schedul ed

for deployment on Futema on 1 Deceaber 1945, and two Groups Kadena 1l Jan-
uary 1945.

The locstion of the remaining two Wings is at present undetermined.
These two Vin s will be composed of converted Groups, four scheguled for
loyment 1 February 1946, and four Groups 1 March 1946,

The Vi3 Wing consists of four Jroups, and the Group 1is zacde ug of
three Squacrons. A VS Wing is allotted a total of 180 5-29 aircralt.
LU of these are unit equipment and OU are reserve. .
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HEADQUARTERS XXI BOMBER COMMAND
STAFF ORGANIZATION CHART

COMMANDING GENERAL
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TYPICAL WING COMBAT MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION
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XX BOMBER COMMAND
AIR BASE FACILITIES

20 APRI L 1945
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BY AIR FORCE AND COMMAND

NAME OF UNIT
T/0O Number and Date
humerical Designation of Units on Hand orfe 0]

UNIT STRENGTH

TWENTIETH Alk FORCE UNITS IN T:hTH aND FOURTEENTH
AIR FORCES

Air Force, Hg & Hg Sq

Twentieth

Air Bulk Allotment to Twentieth/Temth/Fourteenth
Air Forces
Incl 1II to AG Ltr 25 Sep L4
AG Ltr L Nov L4
(Plus 40 1M) AG Ltr 9 Dec 4L

Allotment of Personnel to Twentieth/Tenth/
Fourteenth Air Forces

AG Ltr 4 Nov Li

Bulk Allotment of Personnel to Twentieth/Tenth/
Fourteenth Air Forces
Incl II to
AG Ltr Sep Lk
AG Ltr Nov 4L

omber Command (VH) Hg & Hq
1-100-18~-2 Aug
=1

XX
BombGroup
1-112

4

Domb Group(V
1-112 Aug

c~3

(Plus 1 adar Cbserver

pomb Squadror

1=167 Aug 17 Apr Lk

C~1 J AUE &4

(Aug 1 Col 29 plus Flight ingineers, less

lines &, ,85,87, Flight Engineers, LL Filots,

Navigator-Sombardier-Kadar,iserial Gunners,

Fire‘. ntrol Spec Cunner % haalo Uper Nechanic)
- 45,676,677,678,768,769,770,792,793, 79

| SECRET
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TROOP FROGRAM
BY AIR FORCE AND COLGLAND
NAME OF UNIT UNIT STRENGTH

T/0 Number and Date
humerical Designation of Units on Hand ore o

TWENTIETH Alk FORCE UNITS IN TENTH AKD FOURTEENTH
AIR FORCES

Alr Force, HG & Hg Sq
Twentisth

Air Bulk Allotment to Twentieth/Temth/Fourteenth
Air Forces

Incl 1II to AG Ltr Sep L

25
AG Ltr L Wov 4L
9

(Plus LO IX) AG Ltr Dec LL
Allotment of Personnel to Twentieth/Tenth/
Fourteenth Air Forces

AG Ltr 4 Nov Ll

Bulk Allotment of Personnel to Twentieth/Tenth/
Fourteenth Air Forces

Incl II to

AG Ltr Sep

AG Ltr L Nov

Gomber Command (VH) He¢
1-100-18-2 Aug
=1

omb Group
1-112 Au
O3
C=J

(Plus sdar Ubserver Uff

pomb Squadr

1-167 17 Apr Lb

c=-1 3 Aug L4

(Aug 1 29 plus Flight kngineers, less

lines %, ,55,87, Flight Engineers, Aii Filots,

Navigator-Sombardier-hadar,Aerial Junners,
trol Spec Cunner % haaio Uper Mechanic)
5,676,677,67€,768,769,770,792,793, 79

| BECRET
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AF Combat Camera Unit
PAT 130 9 Nov 42

Air pepot Croup, Hq & HqQ 3q
1-852-Aug 20 Jan L4
Cc=3 22 Jun L
(Plus lines 123,124,125,126,127,130 & 131
of Col 12),

2

Hq and Base Service Squadron, Alr jervice Group
1-452=T 15 Apr 4k
* =2 4 Nov 44
(Plus Col 29 and line 35 of Col 20)

25,28,87,86

Air Engineering Squadron
1-457-T Aug
c-3 v
(Aug by Cols 30-35)

35,39,349,355
Air Materiel Squadron
1-458-T
c-3
578,584,585, 589
Depot hepair Squadron

1-857 Aug
o-2

r . Yiahd 1 -
Iransport Squadron (kobile).Sp)
1=57- 29

id
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B-29 OPERATIONAL LOSSES OPERATING FROM MARIAEAS' AND .
FORWARD BASES IN CHINA

I. In the XX Bomber Command a total of 158 B-29's have been
damaged or lost to enemy action (27 damaged). Of this total figure,
5 aircraft, or 3%, lost have been attributed fully or in part to
mvigation error. The following facts have been determined as to
the direction of error in navigation:

(a) None have been on course and short of base.
(b) MNone have been on course ana beyona pase.
(c) 100% nave been off course.
losses attributec to navigation error are comparatively small.

Following is breakdown of other b-29 losses in the XX Bomber

result of power plant failure.

o s 1 £ 1 v
navigatlion

(e) A4i undetermined.

Information concerning sses of XXI Bomber Command 5-29's
> out of the Zlarianas.

ing are percentages of losses of 8-~29 aircraft attributed

74 loss

ook UNKNOWN .
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XX BOMBIR COMLAND PLANNING FACTORS

COMBAT OPEKATIONS *

pect t
of aircraft arriving
be expected to beco

»f airborne ai
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TWENTIETH AIR FORCE CPERATIONAL PLANNING
FACTORS

1. Estimated Sortie Effort

Following is the estimate of B-29 combat sortie effort per
month per group of 24 U.E. aircraft:

Combat Sortie Per Month Per Group of 24 aircraft

XXI BC XX BC

First Month 120 192
Second Month 240 384

Following months 240 384

Flying Hours per Month per Aircraft

Second Month 110 95
Following Months 110 95
See the Estimated Bomb Load and Range Charts for the

Bomb Load that can be carried out of our various VIR
bases.

2. Long Range Planning Factors

Two combat crews per UE aircraft

10 sorties per UE aircraft per month in the XXI Bomber Command
16 sorties per UE aircraft per month in the XX Bomber Command
15 hours per sortie in the XXI EC.

8 hours per sortie in the XX BC

10 tons of boabs per sortie for both commands

1.6% crew attrition per sortie for the XXI BC

1.4% crew attrition per sortie for XX BC

2% per sortie aircraft attrition for Loth commands

30 May 1945
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SECRET

TRENTIETH ATR FORCE ESTIMATED SORTIE
EFFORT

T BOMEER O o —
U.E. C SORTIES

GROUPS
1st Mo. 2nd & Ff. Mos
in Theater

2 (3360
i; (bOBOg
18 ) (4560)
20 D (5120)
20 i (suu0d
20 (6080)
20
20
20
20

<V

3X BOMBER COMMAND

GROUPS
1st No. 2nd & Ff Mos U.E. A/C SORTIES
in Thea in Theater

2 6L (4B) 512 ( 384)
2 192  (1ak) 2048 &1536%
6 256 (224) 3584 (3200

8 320 L608

10 384 5632

12 512 7168

16 640 9216

20 oLV IGZJwC‘

TOTAL TWENTIETH AIR PORCE SORTIES

(3360) NOV 9984
(4080) EC 11008
(L560) i 12032
(5120) FEE 13568
(5824) 15616
(7616) f 16640

Continued next page
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ASSUMPTIONS

1Y 1O sy

1) 40 GCroup Program

(2) 24 U.E. a/c per Group to be augmented to U.E. starting
August 1945.

Activity rate: XXI BC - lst Mo in thea sorties per U.E.
2nd & ff mos " sorties per U.E.

XX BC - 1st Mo in thea sorties per U.E.
2nd & ff mos " sorties per U.E.

NOTE:

The figures in parentheses represent the planned U.E. a/c on hand
and the sorties that the XXI Bomber Command would accomplish if
the Bomber Command were brought into line with present VHB AAF
planning factors and allocated only 24 U.E. aircraft per Group;

but as the XXI Bomber Command has additional aircraft on hand, the
sortie effort must be computed on the basis of aircraft available.
Therefore, the figures not in parentheses represent a more accurate
estimate of the capabilities of the XXI Bomber Command through Sep-
tember 1945.

In August of 1945 the Bomb Groups will be augmented to four Squad-
rons and the situation will right itself as there will then be 32
U.E. aircraft per Group.

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

UNCLASSIFIED

VHB CONVERSION PROGRAM

The Vib conversion plan is now set up to utilize only units re-
turning from the European Theater. The plan converting three Heavy
iroups of the South Pacific in the Theater has been ciscardea.

Following is the schedule of units returning from Europe to be
reconverted and deployed as VHb Groups to the Pacific:

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

te Alr J
Lchelon De-)
ployed in
Theater

Date (Ground,
Lchelon of
abv Flight
~chelons
are ready
to cepart

Vede

AUGMENTATION OF VHB GROUPS

commencing august 1945, Vhs Groups will be augmentea to include
Squadrons. Lkach Squaarcn will consist of eight UE aircraft plus
reserve. This will provide a VHB Group with forty-eight 5-29 air-

The first 30 VHG Groups of the Twentieth Air Force will be aug-
3 in the Thester and the remaining ten Groups in tne continental

Ine following is the schedule of augmentation in the Thneater of
roups .,

of activation Headiness Late

Theater Fersonnel at
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TACTICAL PLANNING CHARACTERISTICS & PERFORMANCE CHART
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Detailed Assumptions

R-3350 ENGINE REJUIREMENTS

. SPARE ENGINE STCCK LEVEL
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ENGINE L
(as of 20 Feb. 1945)

I.,-- AVERAGE LIFE

New Mocdified Engine - XX B.C. 250-260 hours
New Kodified Engine - XXI B.C. 240-250 hours
OCAD Overhauled Modified Engine - XX B.C. 140-150 hours
Unmodified Engine - XX B.C. 155-165 hours

II. MORTALITY TABLE for NE¥ LODIFIED ENGINES
Cumulative ¥ of Engines Removed

e
]
o
~

No, of HOURS XX B.C. 8

0-20
21-40
41-60
61-60
81-100

101-120
121-140
141-150
161-180
181-200
201-220
221-240
241-260
261-2°0
281-300
201-320
321-340
341-360
361-320
371-400

1
2
3
L
5
6
e
12
14

- N
- N

W AW
O 0o

ta based on experie th 752
1 installed as of 20 February.

Smooth rate estimated from jence with 1762 engines, 1452 of
which were still installed of 20 February.

15 Mafch 1945
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SECKE |
EXRIBIT IIX

-39 NOURS 1IN MAINTERARCE PER HOUR FLOWN
(memshly aversges)

1944
iy Axg Sep Om

s of 53 February 1048
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EXHIBIT -

Typical B-29 Day in Second

Air Force Training Bases
(October 1944 - February 1945)

4.2

HOURS FLOW*

.......
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EXHIBIT - 2

B-29 Hours in Maintenance
Per Hours Flown
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STATUS OF VIR FIGHTER PROJECT AS OF MARCE 1, 1945

1. Unit Readiness Dates and Movement
301st Fighter Wing, Hq & Hq Sq April

413th Fighter Group March
337th Service Group Special March

507th Fighter Group Karch
567th Service Grour Special March

41.th Pighter Group April*
555th Service Group Special April*

305th Signal Company Wing April
6th Statistical Control Detachment March
92nd Air Depot Group April
1902nd Fngineer Aviation Battalion January
1903rd Engineer Aviation Eattalion 5 January
1924th Engineer Aviation Battalion April
1322th Military Police Company, Aviation April
71st Repair Squadron, Air Depot Group April
319th Supply Squadron, Air Depot Group April

506th Fighter Group February
81st Air Service Croup February
(this Group will be F-51D equipped)

*Telecon dated 1 March indicates probable postponement of
readiness dates until 1 May.

“a

equipped with P-47N's and are being trained in the theater:

2 The following Fighter Groups now assigned to AAFFOA are being

318th Fighter Croup
364th Service Group Special

h Fighter Group
y Service Group Special

Fighter Group
{ Service Group Special
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I=47D Fighter Groups

The 508th Fighter Group (P-47D) arrived Hawaii 9 January to take over
air defense. It is assigned to the Twentieth Air Force and attached
for administration and operational control to AAFPCA. At a later
date this group will be re-equipped with P-47N's. The 556th Service
Group Special which will service the 508th Fighter Group has a readi-
ness date of 15 March,

Special Equipment for Aircraft

1.

Cl automatic pilots
Catapult Hooks
IFF

Anti-G valve assembly

AN/AFA-2 homing device will be installed in the aircraft
in the theater*

*pircraft of the 318th Croup were not equipped with catapult hooks.

L=

U. E. aircraft of the 506th Fighter Croup and some of the reserve
aircraft have had IFF installed in aircraft while in the States,
The Gl automatic pilot will not be installed in the P-51., Grumman
automatic pilots, which are considerably lighter, will be available
for the F-51's before mid-summer,

thn >y
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SPECIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR VHB FIELDS

B-29 aircraft operating at 135,000 rounds or greater require the
following field specifications:

Runways

shoulder width
Suprort 70,000 round wheel base load
Glide angle 50' in 3 miles
Haxirzum obstruction to takeoff -
Distance between parallel runway
¥aximum runway gradie
Haximum runway zradient (1

180
10UV

Hardstands

lar airdromes

dromes whose runwaj

ion re

flow from tank

{e direct from

exreri
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AIR BASE FACILITIES
20 APRIL 1943
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STIMATED MAXIMUM BOMB LOAD
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~-STIMATED MAXIMUM BOMB
anD RANGES ror VLR

N SFHATUTE MuLes

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

ESTIMATLO MAXIMUM BOMB LOADand RANGES for VLR

IN STATUTE MILES
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el - |

oy

Aborting Aircraft Summary = = = = = =
Alrcraft Assigrned, Averagt B=2f = = =

. Bombing, % of Airbne = = = -
Air-Sea Rescue ACtivity = = = = =« = =
Attrition, Alreraft = = = = = = = = -

. y CTOWS = = = = = e = = =
Battle Damage & LoSSES = = = = = = =
Bombs Dropped, Tons of = = = = = = =
Bomb Load, Average (tons) = = = = = =
Crews Assigned, Average B-29

__________________
NOTE: The XXI Bomd
herein includes only the operation:s

iate, Activity of the Tth Fighter Command will b
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. =

ATRCRAFT « Average Assigned Strensth
Bours Flown Per Assigned Aircraft
Total Sorties
Sorties Flown Per Assigned A
losses As A Percent Of Airborne
War Weary Losses
Total losses
Total losses As A Percent
Bomd Load Per A/C Airborr 1
Percent Of Aircraft Alrbornc Tha
Percent Of Alrcraft Airborne Tha
Average Assigned Strength
Bours Flown Per Assigned Crew _
Sorties Flown Per Assigned Crew
Losscs As A Percent Of Airborne (Exc
losses To Completion of Tour
Total losses

: 175 104
Losses As A Forcent of UJE® (Except Comp of Tour) 12.8% 4.9% 7.8%
Lossce As A Percent of U/E* (Completion of Tour)** 20,0% 23.0% 14,1%
* U/E roprosonts 2/3 of assignod A/C # Monthly average,
** Adjusted to include only those wings eligible for rotation,
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!

|
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SECEE

o
} t

= ol

<

Av 3-29 A/C Asgd

Av B-2G Crews Asgd

Sorties = Bombing
Mining
Weather=-iecon

Per Crew Asgd S
Bours Flown = Per A/C Asgd -
n n L

Per Crow Asgd - Comba Ce

" " " . Tota 2 3743
Tons of Bombs & Mines Dropped® : IR —%;12
Av Bomd Load (Tons) A 4,02
% A/C Airborme Bombing Primary Targets® i_% t 7_.7
% A/C Airborne Bombing Any Targoete | 2 82.9
# Days On Which Missions Wero Conductod| : & &

NOTE: o sions have doeen flown rd W; All
o " n e
- Based

Asgd" excludes n D "Asgd® crews exclude those in U,S, for lead crewv training,
» -

) -
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-~ i

S UMMAN] v s "iiaeuv r
58TH WG 738D WG 313TH WG
Jur [ Jun fouy [Ju f Jguw | Jun ff JU

Av B-29 A/C Asgd 171.71189.50187.2 |19%. 5§ 180, & 190, C}j2
Av B-29 Crews Asgd 217.5|232,2230,5 |233. 1] 221, 0 [ 243, 8] 2

Sorties = Bombing 1352|1399 572 1090
59 61 Loh| U430

\J1 <

.H

1551 | 1851 1503] 1520
1.8 1. Te8| 840
C

63| 6.2 €43| 642

3

.
P

§ub i
-
oWy

Hours n
Per A/C Asg Comba 10944 [100,7§106, 3 [104, 7§ 107, 6 |108, 7§103.9
" 12 e 4116,9 {121,64116,6 {122,6§111.5
Per Crow Asg Comba 5 > 26,3 | €7.4 8c.C[ 85.1] 85.9
: ’ al_ Se7| 95e2) 950110150 97.0] 95,08 92.5
Tons of Bombs & Mings Dropped® 8855 | 9359] €124| 9889 72%2
Av Bomd Load (Tons)® ¢ 6495 7.ﬁl 6.75] To771 6.
4 A/C Airdbn Bomb'g Prim Targetsd G2.2 | 94,98 90,1] 93.0] &8, g u9,0°
% A/C Airbdn Domb'g Any Target® 4,2 | 96,3 95.1] 92. Je 4o 9 41,8
Fumber of Mission=Days 10 10 D 17 10 - - S
'\fﬁ‘ﬁ—-:.&_/—:: Asgd" excludes A/C in Depot, "Asgd" crews Based on bombing & mining missions to Japan only,
exclude those in U,S, for lend crew training, € of alrdorro obtaining good to excellent results,
& Applies to F=13 A/C only, % of airborne obtaining poor to fair results,

—
0

—
BIH &
. .
nwo oy

o olod m

o\

\
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SUMMARY OF
= For Bombing & Mining Mi

58TH WG 735D WG
MAY [ JUN| JUL | MAY | JUR| JUL
Mech Failure - Engines 24 361 38§ 37] W6! 32

{
Mech Failure = Other 10/ 15| 10f 25| 12| 10

- | » |
Pers'l Failure -~ Ground Crew 1?; 0| 5 31 16|
| Persl Failure - Air Crow 51 6 : | 71
Flight Conditions | -
| Unknown and Other 51 -
TOTAL
A/C AIRBORKE
FAILURES AS A § OF AIRBN:
Mech Fallure - Engines
Mech Failure « Other
| Pers'l Failure - Ground Crew
Pers*]l Failure - Air Crew
Flight Conditions
Thmimown and Other 2| ]
et TOTAL = 6e51 5 5] 7.7 5.8] 3.4 &3]
This breakdown lists all failures to carry out primary purpose of auxiliary

il
o1

)
<.y

Qe |
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SECHKET B { DAMAGE SUMMARY

- ) 0PPED || _NUMBER A/C BOMBING _TARGET DAMAGE
TARGEY vl W [ JUE | JUL | TO DATE | 70 TO ]
URBAN AHEAS | | | i

Akashi

g

-
Y OV
O\

) b
N o

Vol SR

el

® oaj)al
o 0

| Ichinomiya
| Inabari

| Kegoshima
i Kawasaki

| Kobe - < | i\

| KEochi | | 1082, ) : 134 ! «92 8q mi
| Eofu G70,} : ) ‘ ! 1,30 sq mi
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wn
TARGET

| Kumamoto

| Eure G, F 08l1,.7 1093,7

| Kuwana | 15 3 1511.3
Matsuyana 396, 0

| Miyakanojo

| Moj1
Nagoya

| Nobeoka

| Fumazu
Ogalki
Oita
Okayamn
Okazaici .65 8q ni

| Omuta ! 6 6 | c unavailable

| Osaka~Anagasaid | 8,0 8537 € i | 1 f 1 G 6 -
Sakai Bef 3.5 | 6 116 +95 sq ni*

| Sasebo .0 058 070, [ ] -

| Sendai R 1 ‘ >
Shicizu

o
A
~
.
Bowvwood
Q008,00
=
=~ M oH

11wl itwvRl m
- . .
' IR

_‘H
1~
SBERBET LR

B
C
i
-1
eoawiill

w0 0
i
>

e b P
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I

REAGE & TARGE

T T AOMES DROPPE
TORS OF BOMBES DROPPED
JUY

URSAN AREAS (Cont)
| Shimonosckl
| Shizuoka
| Takanat su
| Tokushima
Tokuyana
| Tokyo . 5 ¢ 3684
! Toyohashi g 55%9 1026,
Tsu 5e0 Co2 | 5 | 1507.3
Tsuruga 35 ! 692.2
Ube 22 726.7
Ut sonomiya » 30z 802.9
Ujiyacada W L C“ﬁi}.}
Uwajina a 20,3 y 11‘0‘,.2
Wakayana 5 678.8
Yolkaichi | 585 591,06
Yokohama ) o ?g‘}g. ’§
h 396,58 | 2020,6 9
#: GrmuL 993.6 | 2250 92376.1 || ¢ - : 32,13 sq =i | 154,07 s

N

-

IR E-NO

OFONT O
w o

OWW FoOna N
o 06 o

7]

.
O N ==y
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TONNAGE & TARGET

' ' — TONS OF BOHSS DROPEED
TARGET :
l &Y | JUR | JUL | 70 DATE |
| ATRCRAFT 1 RIES | !
! O
( ! O i

=
0N
-

lichi A/C Co, Eitoku 353,0
| Aichi Ord, Plant, Nagoya !
Riro Naval Fty, Eure

Hitachi A/C Co, Chiba
; Hitachi A/C Eng Co, Tachikawa
Japan A/C Co, Tomioka

Kawanishi A/C Co, Fukne
Kawanishi A/C Co, Rimeji
Eawanishi A/C Co, FNaruo
Kawanishi A/C Co, Takarazuka
Kawasaki A/C Co, Akashi
Kawasaki A/C Co, Kagamigahara
Mitsubishi A/C Co, Kagamigahara
Mitsubishi A/C Co, Nagoya
Mitsubishi A/C Co, Tamashima
Mitsubishi A/C Eng Co, Kagoya
“Nakajima A/C Co, Banda

akajina A/C Co, Hoizumi
[link:xjima A/C Co, Musashino

~Nt 1t 118001
&N

3

—
—

1~ Enl &2u

]

-

11110
'

0.8 30 0.0:0
O O O B B
Ll o B I S T S o oF ot

-
i
[T

R Ea et

\,'VI}‘IIIIII

3|
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e Tanesntnd

tekajima A/C Co, Ota
A/C Factory, Ommura
ka A/C Eng Co, S

1 A/C Co, Tachikews

R B-9.8 3:%' %3
ks 4 AN

| TOTAL

| 0IL & FUEL INDUSTRIES |
| Rayama & Hitsubishi Refineries |
| Eawasaki Petroloum Center |
| Marnzen 041 Refinery, Minoshima |
¥ippon 0il Co, Anagnsaki

| FMippon 0il Co, Kudomat su

Oshima 0il Storage

56k, 115 unavailable ax .'."1£11':?-.;

Otake 011 Refinery, Otake Ho4ec . Y 1 - - AV st ’\“;F
Shimotsu 01l Refinery, Wakayama | 67%.3 'vv 3 ‘ ¢ e . - g - 1;; .“5.“«
| Tokuyama Synthetic 01l Plan 2750 | ! 5 0 ) ||included Tok n Fueling Sta,

! - g | 52 . i i 565 150 sq ft
| Tokuyama Havy Fuel Station 23148 ’ | = | 2RNE | 52| « - | ! 5,150 11
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TONNAGE & S
TONS OF BOM MBER A i TARGET DAMAGE
JUN [ TO 1 FO DATE JUL X

Te Coal Ligquefaction Co | e 8 6 | - unavailable
Jtsube 0il Refinery, Yokkaichi 256, 8| 08 T 5e5 | 100 ’ gl, 240 bhls
Other | { 3843 ’ [ R
TOTAL ) | g 6260 ) _ | & ; ¥
OTHER INDUSTRIES & TARGETS ! !
Atsuta Fty, Nagoya Arsenal
Chigusa Arsenal, Nagoya
Hitachi Engrg Wks, Kaigan
Hodagaya Chenical, Eorjyana
Koriyama Chemical, Koriyama
Kure Naval Arsenal
Osaka Army Arsenal
Sumitomo Duralumimum Co, Nagoya
Sumitomo Light Metal, Osaka
Other
TOTAL ; b | 535
AIRFIELDS & SEAPLIE 3ASES 615 315,61 84527 05| 80
\ _.SLAND TARGETS ) 19,0| 2511,8 91 17
MINE FIELDS 208 2185,0| 8008,0 || 375| 326
TOTAL g [32378,5 427112 [136579,6 114103 |5014
*Prelininary Dota
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SECEET

3|
bay

=]
Q|
b
B

'~

nmo

-

On Bombing Missicns - Combat
= Combat Opntl
- Unknown

o -
1 = 0w

Cn Mining Missions
On Other Combat Missions

I |

r
(VR
“EE

Total Combat lLosses
4 Of Combat Sorties
Trng & Misc Flights
On Ground To E/A
War Weary A/C -
Total Losses 2 29 L.
$otU/E . 20.9 | 29.0 [19.6 | 13.9 18,5 |[19.9 | 15.0 8.9 |15.8
Replacement A/C Receivea K 12 33 38 | 25 90 83 | 123 | 92 | ko7 |
NOTE: 1In addition to the shove, 13 F=13 A/C vave been lost to date: ] on combat misslons, 3 on training & administrative
flights, 1 on ground to enemy action, & 2 war-weary,
Included in Cummlative Misc, figure is 1 B-29 A/C asgd to Hq 20 AF which was lost on administrative flight.
Above figures do not include 8 A/C at Guam Air Depot awaiting returan to U,S,

N1 Wil

3
30
55

I

v

- \
OpNol 1 M
(o

[
W,
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o AT ! w ( Q RO
JLu‘H_ i i [« 3 & oo

738D WG

JUN JL

I
|
|=
‘l On Bombing Missions =
|
!

Il

- Unkn

RLD R
S L

J
|
|
|
l Trng & Misc Flight
| On Ground To E/A

| War Weary A/C

Total Losses

% of U/E

LS N L I N WY e

Replacement A/C Received 4| L 50 2 19 2 125

-4

NOTE: Replacements exclude 23 A/C o
AlC,
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| On Trng Missions
| Reclass & Reorg
Relieved Upon Completion

a ..,
‘l-h >

Total Losses

% of U/E

e

O o
oW &

Crews Receiv:d

In addition to the above, § F=l3 crews havo been lost to date:

|~

reclassification and reorganization,
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WING B~29 CREW ATTRITION Page 14
58TR WG 738D WG 313TH WG IYTH WG 315TH WG
JUN| JUL [ cUM J JUN] JUL [ CUM || JUN |JUL] CUM || JUN | JUL | Cl
47 [ 12 > 6 -1 1 [
15 8 3 9 [ 1]
31 22 31 - 8 -] 1]

1
3

<
!
=

CUM
10

<.
C
5
]
C.
1
=]

On Bombing Missions « Combat
= Combat Opn'l
= Unknown

12

-

On Mining Missions

S

-

10

1.

n

®RYO|!1 I wwrowWm

i~ =1

1
12
71

112
3.4
155
NOIZ: Replacements exclude 15 crews of 313th Vg regarded as "build-up" crews,

On Trng Missions

Reclass & Reorg

Relieved Upon Completion Of Tour
Total Losses 4o
% of U/E 9

| Replacement Crews Received 52

= |
N N

=

1
T +&
O WO PO = =llroftrolt 11 =
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AIR FORCE SUMKARTY

2

\
J

Fighters

Tumber of B=29 A/C i _
| Lost & Battle Damage ‘ 5
| Due to Enemy Reacti EREA S

NN
: -

Loudil'
~\N\D

ofw,m

!
‘f, —

Fighters
% of B~29 A/C over Flak ,
Target Lost & Battle ii:}:tcrs ko
Damaged Due to Enemy ENEE_ ENFlj0ten 2 2
Reactions V- : > 2 L] S
Total : : q. ¢ . / -

UlIN o

B-29%s Lost To Enemy A/C

Epemy A/C Claimed Destroyed

Enemy A/C Destroyed Per B=29 Lost To Enemy A/C
# Enemy Attacks

# Attacks Per B=29 Lost To Enemy A/C

# Attacks Per Enemy A/C Destroyed

O
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n
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-

COoMm&E+H M
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m To Bave Gone Dow

»
S T — —
Pers'l Falling To Return From Mis

Number Rescued

{$ Rescuod
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*Narrative History of 497th Bombardment Group

The First Bivouac

After setting foct on land
loaded onito trucks and whis!
lay thru the broken town 0g Garapan.
war ponulation of nearly 10,000 persoms, anl was easily the largest town
on Saipan. It now was a mere mass of rubble, and everyone got a close-up
view of the destruction resulting from our iavasion.

The remainder of the ride, seemed to be through green flelds, and
exhibited 1ittle evidence of the bitter fighting that had taken place
a few months previously. The ride left a confused impression, of a )
da climate, surprisingly good roads near the harbor; atroclously bad ones
in outlying districts; nearly obliterated buildings in the towns dbut little
sther evidence of damage elsewhere; lots of activity; a general impression

of hustle and a tremendous amount 0of construction activity.

After a ride of nearly an hour, which took that lenzth of time however,
mainly because of the muddy patls the trucke had to follow, the convoy
nalted beside a sugar-can fileld. The scene was very attractive. A V
expanse of sea la) , with a number of cumulus clouds floating ov

) *

up by a strong breeze. It was a very

i

wn

was rudely interrupted from thelr staring by a voice tel
down because this was their destinatiom. The sense of
pleasure being exverienced by all ocuicklywnished. Destination?

was only a partly cleared, muddy sugar-cane field. It must mean tha

Vh;
will have to be pitched, and quickly too, because it was already lat

> 4
t
e

noecn.

It wes a rather surprised group that 11ed out of the trucks. Very
few, 1f any, had given much thou Lt as to what conditions would be on shore.
veryone had been so anxious to get off the hated FAIRISLE, that they had
assumed that everything on shore would be far vetter. Naturally, then,
they were somewhat startled to find that those rosy dreams were not true.
hey were going to live in pup-tents and li¥e it. All now realized the
import of what Colonel Wright had reminded them before y departed

Pratt, nanel -29 man was no different than anybody else, and

DT -2 C

that each of and enlisted man in the advance echelor

ngelf as a & each man sighed as he Jumped down from

4
It looked like things were going to be tough for a while.

And tough they were, as every man started in to pitch shelter-na
n the damp, uneaven ground. To many the art of
anotner chore to complete, as part of a treining progran.
been fun, and oart of it an annoyance. But, to mort, it ha
gerious. They v yever really have to do anythi ik

it was quite serlous. There was no

)
N—

*Narrative History of h Bombardment Group, 73rd Wing, XXI Bomber Command,
"wentietu Alr Force, Pe 16 Sept. to 31 Oct., 1944 (Ground Echelon).

b
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The next chronological event in these men's lives, was a slight
hiatus in tent pitching, while evening chow was consumed. BPut is wasn't
the usual chow to which all were accusio nei.
of K rations. This was the first taste of suc rations for most person-
nel, and it was not bad eituer. In fact it ¢ 4 pretty good. It can
be officially recorded that K rations were found verfectly adequate and

satisfyinz. Cold C ratione however, were later found to be unpalatable.

~aba
asse

Probably considerable space could be readily devoted to the events
of the first nigzht! It was of intense personal interest to all concerned,
but nothing of real historical lmportance occurred. It can safely be
averred, however, that green iroops nlaced in the vicinity of the unknown,
can be very nervous incdeed. While on shipboard, many tales had been told
concerning the large number of Japs on the Island, who roam around at
night, slitting throate and holding pitched battles with Americen matrols.
Were the reports true? Nobody knew for certain, but some observant souls,
had noticed that a number of soldiers on the Island arrying carbines. So
maybe the stories were true. It will suffice to say that the first night
found the 497tk a tired, somewhat stunned, and unessy organization. The
guards hurriedly summoned, and posted just as the early darknmesr blanketed
the Island, really had the most difficult time. They were in inky black-
ness, on strange posts, surrounded by high bushes, and they knew not what
else. The remainder went to sleep, but slumbered fitfully The hard
ground, . worse than the oft-cursed bunks of the FAI:
ing dawned clear, and it was socn ascertained 2t morale
first nisht in good shape. Many cell wae hear, as a
1an s heed out of a pup-tent, to the "Blackout 1ie
now over. may now smcke on the open c hoed the f
call tcat boomed over the speaker-gystem AIRISLE morning and
awakened all personnel. It was a cheery 7
that everyone had come through the first

nrerdv2ca

The next day was spent in gettlng acqualinted with sur

utting the camp in order. The §70tk and 871st Squadrone

Lelr blvouac area until weel after dark, and had pitched
under dif icult conditions. Such problems as food, water, sanitation,
details of all sorts were of first importance, and reliance had to be
placed on the 65th Service Group, which bad been ass igned to work with

Unloading the eguirment on the boat was

was soon establisned, wil owever,

came over on the boa These ger

n
)3
t

O

U m

3 lon discovered one of
cipal features : An ¢ Sair rain. About midnight,
rain fell. This was }
and on during the preceding 36 hours. However the one in question seemed to
be a shower to end all showers. It poured; the wind dlew, and everrdody
ffered, more or lese silently, while the water seered in on those unwary

ned not ditched their tents very carefully. It was a bnd nignt

)
/
N—
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resounded thru the area, 1 cating that morale Morale remained
good during the remairnder of thLe pericd covered by tl installment, dee-

pite the numerous herdships referred to.

Another difficulty encountered was that of locating TAT and QM eq
ment unloaded from the boat. The Island Command put a time limit on the
period for unloading. At the end of that period, the ship w d have to
leave the dock area, and proceed to a point away from shore, and could be
unloaded there only by means of small lighters. Thus speed in unloading
becane very important. There was no time to sort property as it was un-
loaded. Zverything belonging to all of the various units who came cut on
the boat, was unloaded as quickly as possible, and placed in one common
dump, located at a place centrally located to all the units. Thus it soon
became s near-impossible job to locate equipment as the pile increased, and

1
1
needed equirment could not be found until after a search of ceveral

Colonel Camptell, after dlisposing of a mul titude of preliminary mat-
rs turned his attention towards the main objective - the creation of
permanent camp. Islanéd engineers had prepared & bl nrint showing tke

and general set-up.

The proposed site lay along the edge of a Str
Saipen and Tinian, about a mile from the bivouac a
was unobjectionable. It provided a pretty setting,

the rear, and the blue sea in front. It was however, thre

tre site, and the access thereto, which were diecouraging.

latter first, it must be polnted out that the only access Wwe
of a narrow dirt and rock, one-width cartway which ran along the top of
the afore-mentioned cliffs and then abruptly descended tn the fields
wbich were to be the site of the permanent bivouac ares. It was not a
street. It wasn't even a road. It can be best described as & cartway,
protably used for horse-drawn native vehicles.

ait that was between
rea. That, of course,
with sheer cliffs to

Butit was the site iteelf that gave the mos
oget part, an immense field of sugar-can
so cataclysmic but the fact that the Group
thenselves along, would heve to cut it down so that
prepered for building, was the et startlin;

{ch was

ot ng th 4
& C the site,
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* Narrative History of 497th Bombardment G

of the Pernanent Area

he first problems encountered here, was now to cut down the cane,

underbrush and other growthe which were on the site to be used. The
equipment belonging to the Group was totally unsuited for that sort of
There was no bull dozer for clearing and levellng. There werse no

OWrie
There was no sultable heavy equipment at all.

scythes for cutting.

do, was to call upon the Service Group.

th Service Group, ch had arrived on the

the Group, and wh d likewise settled
Area, was at the sane m ngaged in prepariag its

All the heavy equipment it possessed was being used to

Hence there was no choice but for the Group to attempt
he area with whatever hand tools it had. Thus a lesson could

arned relative to future overations. A Service Group and a
Tactical Bomb Group should never be sent into an area where both have to
simultaneously clear thelr respective area. There is not sufficient
heavy equipment between th o do the work exveditiously, and the Tactlcal
Group will naturally suff eby.

Before the clearing work tional problem

arose., Was the Area safe? The Island G-2 sectlon had inforued the Groun

section that there probably were no Japs in that section though there
few 0dd clvilians hiding in caves, who would offer no violence.
conaiderable shelling had taken place near Nafutan Point, [Saipan/ near
Group area. One land-mine had been found on the edge of the temporary
ouac area. There might well be a nunber of casualties if a large group
men were put to clearingz the permanent area, should there prove to be a
r dud hidden by the sugar cane and brush.

> P2

]

w

nce no assistance wae available from other sources on the Isl
bvic ; was to be the responsibility of Group personnel to handl
job too. Fortunately all ordnance personnel were in the Ground Eche
g0 they were organized into a Bomd Reconnal=sance Squad. To save ¢
following vprocedure was established. The reconnaicsance squad would start
f a striv of land. If
and the
the area,

the area, and would ro y cover

L= IS B )

clear the

when the

to
sved be a slow process. The miserable cartway
made it difficult to transport personnel to
Most of the men had to walk the mile to and back from the
an., This was rather hard on them, because the sun was Very hot, and the
work back breaking Slearing the large area, by men using any form of

*Narrative history XXI Bomber Command
'wentleth Alr Force,
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hand-t20l available was slow and arduous work, and was wasteful
gh nothi different could have been done.

sersonnel we
eating cola K ana T ti Incessant
pour down constantl t he result that anumber of the men were cat
ing cold. So the Commanding Officer was faced with the problem of moving
into the half-cleared area, and establishing living quarters in pyramidal
tents, or walting until the whole area was ready and then move, but in
the meantime keeping the men living on the muddy ground. A move at this
point, meant an additional move later on when the various Squadron Areas

were cleared.

Colonel C X ] at the best thing to do was to move down

i one problem to be

to the site as soon as | 3t there w=s s 1
i enches of var!

+
faced - sanitation. 3 vy area, slit tr ious s

nad been built. In perT permanent latrines were planned.
These, however, had 1 of Saipan was merely

a slight cover over a base of jagged coral rock. The progrees along these
lines was slow, because there was no equipment in the Group T/ ]
was suitable for blasting. There were no jack mmmers; no dynamite
apparatus for removing rock from the blasted holes - some of which

t 0 to a denth of 15 feet. Whatever equ! nt the Service Group had,

1t was using iteelf, agaln proving that the Service Group should be fully
set up before the Tactlical Groups arrive. Finally a jack hammer was
borrowed from one of the Engineer unite he Island. However it was

/o
/v

obtainable only for night use, since ). neers neeced it during

Colonel Camphell 11 felt that important to move down
the permanent area. He therefore ordered that the work of blasting
ncentrated in one location, so that there would be proper sanlte

p! n Thie was done, and a portion

soon ready. Tne order to

a8 been given to the blaeting of the latrines.
of this historv will show the problen in greater
cannot be given to the personnel who worked
ely ¢ s tinme. The blasting con-
next secti
ord through

sonnel

This was accomplished without incident As soon as Colonel Canmpbell
determined that latrines were sufficiently blasted within the area where
intended to establish a teaporary cam nd that the area was sufficlentl)

Eagared, and was safe, he gave the order to move. All available trucks
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ressed into action, and the whole move accomplished in one day.

I camp was struck. The men hurriedly packed thelr eguipment,
nd onded into trucks which bounced down the miserable road towards

e vermanent area. For a time it looked as tho' everybody might not be
ble to move during the deylight hours. As darkness came, Group Head-
uarters personnel were still awalting their turn, and it did not appear
hat they would be able to move before complete darkness. Colonel Campbell
decided, however, that for security reasons, he stirongly desired all per-
sonnel at one location. Hence efforts were redcubled, and Just as dark-
ness settled completely, Headquarters reached tre new location. This took
place on September 23, 7 days after arrival at Saipzn.

The Area into wh the organization moved, composed about
t allocated to the h Squadron. Pyramidal tents had been erected
all personnel, and the move meant the end of pup tents, and enabled
to use cots. that everyone was now located in the permanent
bivouac area, a t daily problem of transporting versonnel fron
one area to the oth no longer be reckoned witkh.

Construction Problems in the Permanent Area.

An attempt has beer made in the pictorial sectlon
to show the progress of construction and development o
this portion of the History, and attempt will be made
the problems involved in the building of the permanent camp.

It can be safely averred that a considerable portion of the r
® the Ground Echelon had deen misdirected. ZXEach man d been given some
vraining in the specialty in wkich he worked. Actually some, in fact
considerable training should have been given in carpentry, blastin
problens, surveying, quonset hut construction, and allied matters, because,
it was in those fields that the main work of the Ground Echelon wes to be
iirected for the first 30 to 45 days after landing., Several courses in
the use of the various standard tools would have been helpful. Specialties
meant absolutely nothing at this stage of the work.

There was no one main problem at this point. Rati Lhere
of problems and the difficult Job was to ti
lems were: the blasting of tke latrines;
e heavy rains which made the access
the lack of heavy 1ipment and
in a small

The whole problem was fundamentally =sn en
Colonel Campbell approached it from that He decided
ending final completion of the job, that the Squ ons would have
their identities, and the Job tackled on a basis. The
appointed Major Leer in cherge of consiruction, with full authority
on any particular Squadron area, and on any particular part thereo
depending upon what materials were readr. He assured the Squadrone that
while their men might be working on an area belonging to a different
Squadron Area would be completed before another.
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All officers and enlisted men were told that they would not be wo
ing in their specialties; thsat they were al 590's, and that their main
s to get the ares complete and the housing built. In line with this
d sion, was tne appointment of various officers {0 be in g
ne various important phases of the work. Frocuremeni oi
harge of all transportation was placed on tke shoulders of Lt. Conners

1
i
t
C

f Group Hq. Lt. Peterson of tke 869th, was put in charge of tent-flooring,
and ercetion. Latrine construction becane the job of Capt. Brown of Group
Hq., and so on. <“very night an officers call was held, at which all the
days problems were discussed, and the plans for the next day laid out.

Thus, day by day, comstruction progressec, at a surprisingly rapid
clip. At one point, the Group was congratulated by Colomel Brugge, Com-
manding Officer of the Wing Advance Echelon, as being far ahead of the
sther Groups. This, Colonel Campbell, belleves was due to these set of
rules: 1. Figure out as far in advance as possible, all prioritles.

2. Do all blasting work before moving into an Area. 3. Drop all Squadron
identities, and work as a Group, although after the big jobs have been done,
turn toem back to the Squadrons, in order to develop Squadron initiative.
4. Sacrifice comfort, and bivouac temnorarily, so that progrees can be made
unhampered in the permanent area. OS. Heve an officers czll at the close
of the day, to plan tomorrow's work. 6. When equivrment must be borrowed,

y requesting it until there are a number of uses for it, so that maximum

of such equipment can be made. 7. The Ground Schelon should sacrifice

own comforts and frills, until living quarters for the Air and Fli:

lons were well advanced.

A detailing of the day by day gress of the work,

useful purpose., It need only noted that at
1t seemed to go very slowly. This, of course, was due to the fact
the work consisted of ground work - laying foundations - tent
completing latrines - laying wires etc. However, wher the girders
quonset huts started to appear above the ) then morale was
ened, and all could see what being accompl
The whole pe any
avenging party : o 1 1g from
water-ta v retw g sort.

been predic
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it appeared overhead, escorted by fighters, a great cheer went up, and
all work stopped as men shaded thelr eyes to watch the plane pass overhead.
There was some hope that it might even be a plane of the Gro
1t turned out to be one from the 498th Uroup piloted by
But the thrill thaat went through all was almost electric in effect.
sweating GI's who had construcied guonsels dreecad only in bathing trur
and who worked right through the extremely heavy showers that blew
an average of three or four a day, blotting out the landscape, now

t the time for their contridution to the war effort had arrived,

e, attitude and industry improved accordingly.

>ners on Salpan great, when
the Advance Zcl owever, your
rare for ground echelon n the Alr
He further believes that thi as first in-
ngaging in such activity, and
»n covering the in

captive was taken on Octoder
he 870th Squadron, to wit; S5/5gt. Frank Veselovsky,
legls J. Gully were 0O a scavenger hunt
some machine parts. heir quest took them to the northern portion
Island. At this point it should be mad 1 , that the northern
the Island was "off limits". y larze number of Japs
the Island at this period. T ! ostl
the north part, where they had organized into snall ns. A number
island personnel had been killed o wounded souvenir-hunting
near where these Japs were holed up in various caves

y been herded into section

not the function of your Historian to discuss the
the men to be where they were. Actually, they had v
» wander up a road which was in the off-linit sector,
was later ascertained, was unusually dangerous. Wuile
large rock, and lo and behond they came upon
pants down. (He explained later
ap recovered from his surprise
grenade which he was carr

un 1 quickly desisted,

i >rey2ca

o

snay = 1 : th he vpresence
reported 1 yos 10 requested
he be brought to the Stockade innm tely. This was don and an
preter questionad the pris He turned out to be one Toshio Tagawa,
19. He was a first class seanan, who had been on sl yre-duty o e
néd for about 2 months befors D-day. He answered questions wi

He was clearly no
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Colonel Campbell was faced with a rat: hard decision at this p
men had captured a Jap, who later on, might have taken American
at the same tims, they had violated explicit orders not to vi

rt of the Island which they did. He decidea that they should be punish

v Thus the three prospective
41

.1e lees than that.

t
and their Squsdron was notified accordingl) h
heros, suddenly found that they were just a 1it¢

The second prisoner provided an even more Interest
strictly speaking, was not taken captive. He voluntari surrendered. At
about 2030 of the night of QOct. 5, Sgt. Clyde Nichols of the 871st Squadron

18 sltting in the Sguadron Armament tent writing a letter home. This tent

pened to be the last tent in one corner of their bivounac area.

something ti sounded like double-talk.
the letter, so pald no particular attent

ng story.
v

3
i
S

“
4

few moments, the muttering was repeated,
turned to see what ti ] hig great const

Nicnols 5t problem was X
d where all the gunswer stored. So Nichole started a circling
n1ovenent, which brought him closer to his gun. He grabbed it, covered the
intruder, and yelled for help. While waiting for nearby friends to appear,
he suddenly realized that at nc time had the Jap showed any aggression.
As a matter of fact he acted very meek, and seemed somewhat astounded at
the tion. Also he had kep his hands folded on the top of hils head,
3 ly straight up in the approved surrender fashion.
Group Headquarters, guestioned bdriefly
ed Chinese boy, who spoke Japanese. 3But it appeared that
he prisoner did not speak similar dialects, because after a short
lowed by an exchange of notes, the status of the prieoner was still
All that was clear wz:s that he had been wounded by a bomd burst,
that he was h that he was surrende
work with a s He was very insiste
timecane i hia to the stockade. KHe re
ower and Black wh Y tried to induce him

no, his gestures showed, I

idlosyncrasy was explalned

Stockade.” His name was Takask!

HEHNP>CO2C

battalion, which

to this
d very
Both seened ! ly f proffered

urtesies extended

PO¥ Canp, Salpan, Marlana Islands.
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ne attitude of the average G.l.
prisoner,

wag interesting
he reacted just about as mi

hoot and st

too.

Seeing his
ght have been expected.
are. But this qu ave way
bpeaten Son-oi-Heaven vefore him,

food in profueion. It should also be stated
were gratefully

ully and politely accepted

and he gave

- even with
civilian.

H1

Historlan.
requested

in fact one whick

rations.

thinking.

from a box of K
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Each of the BES planes carried twelve (12), 500 pound G.T.
The fuel load was 5440 g ns. The distance flown was 1480 nautic
miles. Take-off for the first plane was at 2030 27 Octoter, 1944,
firet rlare returned at 0242Z of the next day and the last at 03112.
planes were air-borne, but did not reach the target. Ome of these retu
because of a bldwn-out cylinder, and the other because of a runaway pror
ler. The target was attacked from an altitude of 25,000 feet; with General
O'Donnell and Major Morgan in the lead skip.

The opposition was very light.
Ieland, while of heavy caliber (probably 75 mm), wae gquite inaccurate,
bursts from 1500 to 5000 feet low, and there were only a few scant bursts.
The air opposition was practically nil. Only one fighter, probably a Zeke,
ceme up to meet the formation. He stayed well away from the fornation,
though twice he came in to about 900 yards - possibly to try to identify
the type of attacking aircraft. Hie main function probably was to tranemit
the height of the formation for the benefit of the ground gunners.

For a first combat mission, the bombing was excellent. The photeographs
showed 40 bomb burste within the terget area, It really wae a great thrill
those participating, because for those who had no combat exy erience,

- . 2 . - 2 =z as
could not say that they had been under fire.“ Aleo, they had seen a
Jap plane at rather close range. However all realized that it had
been a practice run, and that in the very near future, when the rest
d

of the Group had arrived, the big and important job of tackling Tokio would
be scheduled. Most persomnel were gquietly satisfied, but reserved any
celebreting until the Tokio mission was safely under their belts.

-t
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*Headquarters 468th Eombardment Groun
Office of the Intelligence Officer
APO 493

11 July 1944
SUBJECT: Report of Crew of A/C 42-6314 -- Lt. Sloan, Pilot.
T : Commanding Officer, 468th Bombardment Group, APO 493

1. On 8 June 1944, B-29 42-§314 took off from A-7 at 0838, local
time, returning to B-l. On 3 July 1944, Wing at A-l received word from
Chinese sources that ten members of the crew were walkiang out from an
area to the southwest of I-Pin. These ten reached I-Pin on 6 July 1944.
The next day they were picked up by a C-46 and taken to the AAF hospital
at Chenz-Tu. The loading list of A/C #314 on 8 June 1944 was as follows:

Crew of A/C #314, 793rd Bombardment Squadron, 468th Bombardment Group.

1at Lt. Leslie J. Sloan 0-794710
2nd Lt. Frank W, Holmes Jr. 0-443988
2nd Lt. Vincent R. Cesazza 0-811554
2nd Lt. Charles B. Grey 0-864811
2nd Lt. Robert E. Casey 0-865159
S/Sgt William C. Sene 16048658
Cpl Virgil W. Balley 6273178
Cpl William L. Shufelt 35624680
Cpl Hohn H, Moore 65681418
Sgt Frances P. Reed 12185680 (Killed)
2nd Lt. Carl B. Ray 0-752082

2, On 10 July the members of the crew were visited and intarrogated
at Cheng-Tu by Major George P. Putnam and Lieutenant John V., Phelan, 46Sth
Bombardment Group Intelligence, accompanied by Captain Paul Frey, Wing A-2,
and Captain H. M. Berry. In tiue following report the information secured
in thoese interviews is set forth:

Lieutenant Sloan, Pilot, gave an over-all picture of the accident
itself, and its aftermaths, wiiich was substantially concurred in by all
members of the crew, all of whom were interviewed.

SmHmHON> 2

At "about nine o'clock Indla time" Senior Gunner Shufelt reported over
the interphone that there was a fire in #3 engine. Almost immediately an
explosion occured in the engine, which shook the whole shiv "with a definite
Jolt". The Engineer released the extinguisher and apparently the actual fire
was put out. The plane had just leveled off at about 22,000 feet, flying
above an undercast, with power setting 2300 and 38 inches. It was Sloan'e
opinion, shared by the engzineer and Senior Gunner that it was a piston which
went through the cowling, tearing a jagged hole about a foot across, in the

* XX Bomber Command Walk-Out Reports, B-29 Combat Crews, tarough September
1944 in History of the XX Bomber Coniand Fourth Phase, Historical Study
Nuaber Two, "The Transport Project" Supporting Documents.
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top center of the cowling. Sloan pulled back power and hit the feathering
switch. The engine started to feather and went down to about 00 rpa. Then
1t went back to about 1400 rpm. Sloan turned the ship over to Co-Pllot,
ordering 180 degree turn, which was made wnile Sloan and the engineex tried
to get control of the engine, which would not feather. The engineer shut
off mixture control and shut off gas line. Meanwhile the other three engines
were functioning normally. Alr epeed fluctuated between 150 and 200 mph.
"Manifold Pressure" sald Sloan, "went up, though I can't explain it, as with
the switch cut off no gas was going to the engine.

About four minutes after the explosion #3 prop started to run away. It
got between 2500 and 3000 rpm and the plane commenced to shake terrifically.
The facts as described in the two quotations from Sloan were substantlated
by tne Co-Pilot and Engineer.

The alrcraft was losing altitude, apparently several hundred feet a
minute. Sloan directed all hancs to prepare to abandon ship, and released
cabin air pressure with the release situated beside the pilot seat. Sloan
then lowered the wheels and told all hands to bail out. The men in front
went down through the front-wheel well. Those in the rear went out through
the door beside the put-put, except tae tail gunner who used his emergency
exit, All went out feet firet, those in front in the following order:
Bombardier, Navigator, Engineer, Radio, Co-Pilot, Pilot. Sloan believes
the ship was at about 20,000 feet when he left it. He believes fire had
resumed in the engine, though others do not all agree. Certainly oil-saoke
appears to have been pouring through the hole in the top of the cowling.

Sloan believed everyone had left the ship when ne jumped. Actually,
one man, Sgt Frances Reed, left gunner, never left the plane. His companions
in the aft section saw him with his chute on, and supposed he would Jump
following the rignt gunner. But Reed's body was identified subsequently by
two crew members at the wrecked plans.

Sloan says that after bailing out, the last he saw of the aircraft
"ghe was flying straight and level". He had not set automatic pilot.
Descending below the undercast Sloan saw "seven or eight" of the others on
their way down. He landed northeast of them, possibly several miles.
During the drop, and ia the plane immediately preceeding, after it had been
depressurized, no one reported i1ll effects from lack of oxyzen, and no one
blacked out from lack of oxygen whenchute opened or sustained major injury
on landing.

M- N> &2

-

Sloan'es own landing, however, was not easy. He sald: "On the way down
vou have a sensation you're going to float forever. Then when you begin
to near the ground, you realize you're going in a hell of a hurry. I struck
a good sized tree, crashed down through branches and finally hung about 15
to 20 feet above the ground, my chute caught in upver branches. I pulled
in to the trunk, using branches to help me, unbuckled the chute, and unfast-
ening the jungle kit, I let it drop, scrambled down the tree trunk and then
slid down a steep slope to where the kit had landed."

Shortly, Sloan heard Chinese voices. He fired his forty-five, but had

no response. Descending further, at the base of a cliff, he saw a Chinese
who waved to him to come down. Thereafter he fell in with three Chinese,

SECRET
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one about 35, one perhaps 18 and a boy. None spoke English. Sloan's
pointie-talkie contained only Burmese and was useless. Hearing other
voices, the Chinese directed him to be still.

The Chinese took him to a house at the end of a trail, which they
reached after scrambling through thick growth, so wet he was soaked. It
was a mountainous country, with steep slopes and cliffs and jungled under-
growth, with maximum altitudes, Sloan thought, of about six or seven
thousand feet.

After sleeping & couple of hours at the house (Sloan was exhausted)
he insisted on going in the direction of the plane. Already there were
odds and ends of wreckage scattered along the trail indicating natives had
been carrying off what they fancied.

Sloan and nis friendly companions were jJoined by others, smaller men,
not so flat-featured as the Chinese, apparently more Mongolian in appearance,
and doubtless members of the Lolo tribe.

"They were pretty rough lads®, said Sloan. "They tried to take away
ny forty-five, but I managed to keep it", He was asslsted by the young
Chinese, whose name phonetically spelled, was Sadingtou.

Sloan was then taken to the Chief's house. Sadingtou, and the rest of
them, smoked opium and invited Sloan to join which ne refused. Sloan was
then taken to another settlement, fed rice and pork, and some of his remain-
ing rations were taken away from him.

The next day Sloan was discouraged from moving off, and all hands rolled
opium pellets and hit the pipe. "Time meant nothing" said Sloan. "I tried
to find out about the rest of the crew, and tried to get started to the
wreck but could do nothing."

In the evening of the second day they finally moved on to another
village. On the third day, Sadingtou (who was pretty consistently befuddled
with opium) indicated with vantomine that nine men of the crew were safe,
one dead.

That evening Sloan finally contrived to get the others to take him to
where seven of the crew members were, two of them, at the time, having gone
to the wreck of the plane. Returaning, these two, Moore and Shufelt, told
Sloan they had found the body of Reed in the wreck, positively identifying
it, altuough everytning like watch, tags, belt etc had been removed. (Tuis
was two days after the crash, and the first time any crew members had been
able to reach tne plane. The following day, the local Lolo chief stated
that the body had been buried, near the plane.

MHE-nn>-&2a

The next eight days were spent in "hanging around”. loan and the
crew apparently were unable to get any action and were discouraged, almost
forcibly, from getting under way. They did mot apparently, make any direct
offers of reward which would be paid if they were safely celivered to friendly
Chinese. In the meanwhile, (as indicated in subsequent interviews) several
of the men were robbed of everything they had except their clothes. All but
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two money belts were stolen. And the bad condition of Holmes leg, badly
bruised, furtiher contributed to the difficulty of getting started. In-
cidentally, the blood chit made no impression on these people. They seemed
to 1like the Chinese as little as the Chinese like them.

On the llth day they were told they could start. The Chief gave them
one of the jungle kit frying pans, full of opium paste, to help theam pay
their way as they went along, and one of the stolen mosquito nets, full of
popcorn.

That night they stayed at a house across a mountain ridge, where a pig
was killed to feed then, Despite the wildness of the people, all tillable
acreage of the region seemed to be farmed.

The night of the 12th day they stayed at another house. That day, CAVU,
planes passed over head and they signalled with mirrors. They walked each
day they were moving from ten to twenty miles. In all, they think they
covered about 200 miles. GI footwear with rubber soles proved first rate
in every way. ZExtra socks were recommended for inclusion in the jungle kit.

The 13th day following the crash they reached a Chief's house, near
the river. There, in the valley, they encountered the first mosquitoes.
Their best protection waes what they could devise from a parachute and a half,
all that they had been able to keep from the Lolos. The bigtreat et this
valley chief's house was round flat pleces of hard brown sugar, which tasted
very good indeed after the pork and goats meat and potatoes they had been
eating almost exclusively, for most of their rations nad gone to the Lolos.

w

There they stayed four nights. Then in a boat they "crossed a rough,
fast river", and a lad whose name sounded like Shunway, joined them. The
new friend warned them "the people in the town (where they were headed) are
not to be trusted®. At that town three Chinese soldlers, one of whom spoke
a little ®nglish, tried to persuade them to go with them southward. 3But
Sloan and the others distrusted their intentions, and they stuck with their
Chinese companions and continued to head for Leipo.

The day before they finally reached Lelpo, as they were following the
river, shots were fired at them from the opposite bank. The Chinese boy
indicated tuey should wait until darkness came-- all hands were down behind
protecting rocks-- but after a few hours, firing having discontinued, they
moved on.

T - 0 D> PR

That night war spent on the river bank opposite Leipo. In the morning
tiey crossed by boat, and reached Leipo, where the Chinese Magistrate treated
them handesomely, caring for them at his house, providing good food, boiled
water and even having their clothes washed.

From Leipo turee stretchers and an armed guard accompanied theu all the
way to I-Fin, On the second day out from Leipo part of the Chinese guard
went ahead. They, and some merchants moving with they remained with the
balence of the troops. Shortly there was firing ahead. Then & bugle call,
and they moved on. The bodles of several freshly-killed Lolos were encount-
ered, and the head of one was dieplayed on a stake, to the cbvicus satisfac-
tion of the soldiery and the merchants, whom the Lolos spparently had a habit
of robbing along thie epecial stretch of road.
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Co-Pilot Ray sald he saw "a jagged hole about 12 inches across in top
of cowling. Smoke was pouring out at time he jumped, and he believed fire
had started again. When the chute opened, either my 45 or the buckle hit me
in the head and I was nearly knocked out. Looking around he saw Bailey
going down very fast. It looked as if half his chute wae gone." Actuslly
three panels nad ripped out) On the ground the natives took everything we
had.

ineer Casey sald he believed "something in #3 engine blew up or gave
way. Perhaps a head gave way and a piston went out. He did not think the
engine was on fire when they jumped.

Tail Gunner Moore was one of the two men who saw the wreck of the plane.
It struck on a steep slope, apparently hesded down the slope, almost in a
diving position. Everything about the aircraft was demolished, scattered
in smaell fragments. Apparently there had been an explosion and considersble,
though not a consuming fire. He saw no papers or identifiable parts of ‘secret
equipment., He saw and positively identified the head ofSgt Reed, though no
tags or other personal iteme bad been left by those who evidently hed taken
away everything they took a fancy to, in the two days intervening between
the crash and the visit of Moore and Shufelt. Reeds body was unburned. 3Both
lege were severed above the ankles. One foot was found 100 yards distent,
the other foot, and a severed right arm lay near the body.

E

Senior Gunner Shufelt substantiated Cpl Moore's statements. He too sald
ne definitely identified Heed., At time of explosion while in flight he sald
he saw something go out of the top part of cowling arparently over rear row
of cylinders. After the effort to festier had been unsuccessful, he said
"the vibration in the back of the plane was very severe". Before jumping
(he was first out of the men in the rear) he saw Reed with his chute on and
could offer no resson why he #dled to jump.

—

w

Right Gunner Bailey was last to leave the rear exit. One foot caught
and he was flattened against the fuselage by the slip strezm, and succeeded
in getting free only with the greatest effort., Wien he did get clear and
pulled the rip cord, three panels of his chute were ripped out. It was a
smonth tear and was not jagged. He doee not believe that it tore when he
Jumped. The chute had been repacked a few days before this miesion. FHe
believes no injury to the chute was sustesined while he was hung up in the
door. Deepite the speed of hle descent, he suffered no material injury when
he struck the ground. Like Shufelt, he saw Reed apparently ready to jump.
Normally, Reed would have followed him to the exit. Had Reed reached this
exit, he would have helred Bailey get free, but Balley got no such help.

The ship at that tinme waes not moving violently, thie in the opinion of Balley
and Shufelt, minimized likelilood thet Heed was thrown sbout and possibly
rendered unconscious by striking his head.

Dm0 D (P2 C

Bombardier Coseozza and Radar Officer Gray supplied no information at
varyance with the general story as outlined above.

Lt. Holmes, Navigator, reported tnst the explosion occurred at 02297
(0929 China time). He placed the time in relation to hie ETA at Hei Chang
winich was their firet turning point and which they had Just reached when
the fire broke out. He sald that the ship continued on course instesd of

SECRET
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making the turn and then turned into a heading of 10° back toward A-7. EHe
did not have his chute adjusted properly and he was knocked out by the jolt
when his chute opened. He came to Just before he hit the ground, but landed

hord an o rock and wer ¥mosked oud a-

Whan
t againe. Lan

he came Lo mgain, he found
that everything was gone including his ring, wallet, money-belt, and 45
automatic. EHe still had hie chute but this was taken away shortly after-

wards by one of a party of seven Lolos 211l armed with rifles.

S/Sgt Sene, Radic Operator, gave a routine position report to FKunming
by voice on 5530 KC and obtained the usual clearance to proceed just before
reaching Hel Chang. He then changed to another frequency to call A-7,

Before he could get tuned in, the emergency arose and he swung back to 5530
KC and gave their position (approximate) and heading (10°). As the others
were balling out he did not await a reply. He does not know whether the
message was even receilved and did not say that toey were bailing out. Note:
It is possible that he did not get tuned in again to 55630 KC as we have never
been advised that any such message has been received at Kunming or elsewhere)

Attached to the report is a sketch showing the location of the accident
and the route taken by tke crew to I-Pin.

/8] George P. Putnan,
GEORGE P. PUTHAM,
Majory, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer.

wn
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* FORWARD ECHELON
HEADQUARTERS
444th BOMB GROUP

Renort on A/C 42-6246.

Commanding Cfficer, 444th Bomb Group,
APQ 215. Attention: S-2

1. This is a report on B-29 aircraft number 42-6246, piloted by
Capt. Wayne T. Mann of the 679th Squadron, which went down in China on
26 June 1944. All the crew were saved, and this report ie based on the
informal statements of Lt. Ira S. Paul, Co-Pilot, and Paul F. Sullivan,
Engineer, to Robert N. Chamblise, lst Lt, AC. Interrogation took place
on 12 July 1944. At the time tkree members of the crew, including Capt.
Mann, were in the hospital, while two had returned by ATC to India,
including the Navigator. This A/C being a tanker, it only carried a
seven man crew.

2. AfC #42-6246 left Kharagour, India, at approximately 0020Z,
28 June 1944, with a gross weight of around 129,000 pounds. Climb was
made on course tc 19,000', and the hump was crossed without incident.
Engines were all running hot however, and at one time #3 kicked to auto
lean and hed to be put back on auto rich. As the plane approached
Sikeng it was necessary to pull 39 inches manifold pressure and 2300
rpm to maintain altitude and flying speed., About 0415Z manifold pressure
and rpm dropped on #3 engine and oil pressure went out. The prop was feathered
at once. There was an undercast all the way and some turbulence. With #3
feathered ¥l fell off at once and the ship started losing altitude in very
nigh country. It also went into a 30° bank, The co-pilot ordered bailout
over the interphone, and two minutee later bailed out at about 0417Z. The
co-pilot opened the hatch and went out, followed by the Engineer, Radio
Operatcr and Navigator in order. A ground mainterance man and the tall
gunner stayed for some reason until tke pilot had straightened the ship,
put it in a slight circle and jumped. Then the ship mushed and the two
men in the tail jumped. Bailouts were from 18,000' to about 12,000',
Position was about 27° 33' N, and 101° 32' E,

I L s e

3. About 0426Z the aircraft hit a mountain and blew up. Landings
were made by crew members on the slopes at about £500'. The Co~-Pilot and
Engineer landed close together on a slope. Across the velley they could
see a parachute, indicating other crew members. Immediately on landing
these two men were approached dy Laoying Indiane of a color resembling
iodine, without slant eyes, and esch wearing a long blue robe fastened at
the neck. Theee Indlans could neither read nor write, TLey were not im-
pressed by the American Flag, the uplifted thumb, or paper money. They
were impressed by the presence of a pipe, by hard money, and by salt which
seened to be a precious comnodity. A large percentage of these Indians

* XX Bomber Command Walk-Cut Eeports, B-2¢ Combat Crews, through September

1944 in History of the XX Bomber Command Fourth Phase, Historical Study
Number Two, "The Transport Project" Supporting Documents.
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have goitere in one form or another. By sending = note the radio operator
and navigator were brought across the valley and tne four men now together
were taken to a village, where they spent two and one half days. They were
treated well and were the object of extreme curiosity. They slept on mats
near a fire in the back of a native hut, and got 1little sleep because of
people coming in. Tie natives ste out of a community pot. These men re-
sorted to Jungle kits and were impressed with the need for more food, and
also mosquito repellant in the kit. Only one of them had his money belt.
None had the escape kit or any other food. Mosquitoes were thick. Rubber-
ized silk mape were not so much help as some maps which the navigator had
in hie pocket. By these they determined their position and made known their
desire to move., One man, a corporel, lost all his savings in the plane,
and men should be instructed not to carry too much money on hump trips. No
money was given to natives - just salt tablets, benzedrine, and other items
out of the jungle kite. On the morning of the third day tnese four men
started out down stream along a trall seeking a river. Late that afternoon
they reached a Chinese Outpost and were welcomed into a compound and fed
very well, then taken to Yenyuan, where there was a radio station. The
pilot and two enlisted men were there bringing together the entire crew.

4. The crew spent one night at Yenyuan. The pilot had a swollen
ankle, later found to be chipped, and after the one night the party set out
for Sikang, with Chinese guardes and guldes and horses. They traveled fast,
walking and riding (it was hard to decide which method was more strenuous)
and reached Sikang in nine days, sleeping sometimes in villages sometimes
in shacks, one night in Hosi with a French Missionary where they were royally
fed. They were treated well at all times by the Chinese, and the trip,
while strenucus, was not too trying. From Sikang theee men were flown to
Kunming. There they spent a couple of days and the navigator and radio
operator returned to India by ATC. The rest of the men then were told to
wait for a C-4€, which brought them to A-l, They contacted no one there
who seemed to know where they were to go, so caught a ride on a truck to
A-3, where they were medically checked and interrogated, and are aweiting
transportation to India.

e

n
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5. These men were impressed by several facte. When perachuting
weight 1is limited and must be distributed. The escape kit cannot well be
placed in a position to conveniently carry down. If 1t can, this ghould
be pointed out. A limited amount of money should be brought over the hump.
More food should be in the jungle kit, which should be, if possidle, re-
leased & hundred feet or more above the ground to lighten weight. 1In
remote places hard money is better than paper money and trinkets are better
than money. Salt tablets are good for barter and for the bailout, a pipe
seens to be a friendly symbol, mosquito repellant should be carried along.
Natives are curious, and if handled in a friendly manner are likely to be
friendly in turn.

6. None of this crew were critically injured, though three are now
in the hospital. Captain Mann has his foot in a cast, and two enlisted
men are under observation for possidle injuries to back and chest. All
three are at Kunming. All were treated well by natives and brought promptly
to civilization.
ROBERT N. CHAMBLISS,
lst Lt. Alr Corps,
S-2 Officer.
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PROGATION OF 2D LT. JACK POVERS BOMEARDIER OF PLANE #246

Plane 246 took off from Kharagpur at 0650 IST, 28 June, flew to Sylhet,
Jorhat, though radio compess couldn't pick up homirg, ond on ts Chacua,
radio compass picking it up just before it was reached. The Hump was covered
by a solid undercasi, bui uneventful, $hough 2t was impoesibla to climb over
20,000' and pressurization wouldn't work,

As Lake Luku was sighted through a hole in the clouds, the pilot warned
there might be trouble and for everybody to keep thelr parachutes on. At
1045, #3 engine went out and was feathered, then lmmediately #1 went out,
but it was iapossible to feather it. The landing gear was lowered, and upon
getting the order to bail out, I plotted a position and stuffed two maps in
my shirt. The co-pilot had opened the hatch and jumped, followed by the
engineer and rsdio operator, so I climbed down into the nose wheel and let
go feet first. I waited until the rushing noise slackened and felt descent
was straight down, and then pulled the rip cord. The chute opened almost
immediately with only a slight jolt. Two other chutes were observed in
descent. On landing in a soft patch of grass and bushes at (27°37'H- 101°
35'Z), with my chute partially caught in the lower branches of a tree, I
removed the harness, 1it a cigarette, and observed the plane still flying to

the South ia a large circle. A minute or =0 later, after losing sight of it,
a large puff of smoke and flames was seen to the southwest, as it struck a
mountain. My watch which I looked at instantly, showed 10567.

At the time the order to fix parachutes had come, my jJungle pack had
not been attacned because of the discomfort of sitting on it at the navigation
table, and later, in the excitement of bailing out, time was not taken to
fasten it on, as 1 took it for granted that this territory was populated
with friendly Chinese, and I saw no need to add the extra weight and awkward-
ness of it or my pistol. The escape belt and kit wers lost in the confusion
of bailiang out or landing.

w

Picking up my chute, I started down the mountain towards a stream, fell,
and elid about 25 feet, and was picking myself up when two men came running
toward me, each carrying a foot long knife. They looked unfriendly at first,
but after 1 smiled, talked, and offered them cigarettes, they became much
friendlier, one carrying my chute, the other letting me examine his inife.

I made motions for food as a further sign of friendship, so we walked three
quarters of a mile to a small village, extremely filthy with about 25 natives
gathering around me. These people, who wore dirty tattered clothes, with
long blue capes, were of a dark color, less oriental looking than Chinese,
later proved to Lao-Lao tridesmen, the Chinese considering them very barbaric.
They offered me a wooden bowl of the dirtiest uncooked corn meal possible,
nixed with cold water. In order not to hurt their feelings, I ate every graln
with chop sticks, though each one nearly nauseated me. I started down the
mountain with my two original natives when a man with a horse offered me a
ride. Some of the people made signs that another man with a parachute was
down the stream, so going that way, I found the radio operator with about

50 men end women around him, The people here were very curious, taking
everything from our pockets, passing them around, examining they and then
returning them to our pockete., The Halir on our amms, of which they had none,
fascinated then,

TmHTMHnO >R
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After hearing three shots in the distance (these proved to be Lt. Paul
trylng to signal us), we waited around nll afternoon until a note from Lt.
Paul was brought telling us to join him, and that he had a guide to take us
to an American Air Base. It had degun to rain however, so we epent tle
nigit in a hut on a pallet, after eating some hot soup and trrnip greens.
The next morning, the 29th, we were fed baked potatoes, which we considered
the most sanitary food. While waiting for the rain to etop, the flignt
engineer walked in, whereupon we all set out over a mountaia to reach the
co-pllot.

We took turns riding a horse which one of the natives had. The second
afternoon and nignt were spent in the very small village that Lt. Paul and
F/O Sullivan had used the night before. I etayed in a little cleaner hut
across the road from the other, the old man giving me his place by the fire.
1 gave them a small amount of Chinese money on leaving.

On the morning of the 30th, with the people trying to make us stay,
we started towards a valley, walking most of the day. Two of the natives
who had followed us from the village, let us pile the chutes and jungle
packs on the horses. Late in the afternoon, we arrived at a small army
outpost with a wall around it.

We were taken to the Chinese in charge of the post, who was extremely
friendly and intelligent, giving us Chinese cigarettes, tea and noodles.
An hour later, he served us an excellent Chinese meal. We learned that
three more of the crew were safe. We spent the night here, and on the after-
noon of the lst, we left for Yen-Yuan, riding horses, reaching it in two
hours with the intelligent Chinese as gulde. Our names had been taken to
Yen-Yusn ahead of us, and here we found Captain Mann, Sgt Lewis, and Cpl
Roy. We stayed at a Catholic Chinese Mission that night. While at Yen-Yuan,
the barrels of two 50 calibers and the 20 mm, charred with fire , were brought
down from the mountain with the report that this was practically all that
remained of the plane.

Sunday, the 2nd, we left on horses, with Chinese soldiers as guards,
this having been arranged through the president of the dietrict, who
happened to pass through. We rode to a small place where horses were
changed, and spent the night in a big stable with horses on one side, we
on the other, and a guard between. The food was rough but clean.

OO

After riding and walking all of llonday the 3rd, we spent the nigat in
a small village remount station, sleeping again on pallets, with much nolse
from some of the natives, making sleep impossible.

The <th of July was spent riding to Latung, and in crossing the Ya-
Lung=-Chiang River. Thie was done in a very crude boat which was pulled
guite a way upstream by coolies, then the crew rowed like mad-, with the
strean sweeping the boat down-stream, but across to an eddy on the opposite
bank., While we were waiting for the horsee to be brougnt scross in a much
larger boat, we bathed and wasied our underclothes in the stream, using the
goap from the Juncle kits. The night was speat in a little town travelling
station.

The nizht of the S5th was spent in Ho-Hoil safter riding and walking all day.

A Prench misesionary, the first white man we had seen, let us stay at his
mission, and treated us royally.
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Helchang was reached the afternoon of the 6th, after having ridden
through a very fertile valley, with the people much cleaner and more in-
dnetrions. A ecivilian who was sent out by the Chinese airbase at Hsichang
to escort us in, reached us near Latung, but he had been of no keip. We
were taken to the alr base where some American mechanices, who were working
on a crash landed B-29, gave us a few supplies, the last thnat toey had.

A radio message sent from here told of our safe arrival, the one sent
from Yen Yuan evidentally not having been received.

We were flown to Kunming on the 7th, Captain Mann, S/Sgt Ozbolt, and
Cpl Roy were hospitalized. I left Kumming on July 10th, stopping at
Calcutta, Kalikunda, and arriving at Kharagpur on the 12th, taking a truck
from there to Dudhkundi.

My failure to attach my jungle kit, pistol, excape belt and packet,
canteen and pointie-talkie, could have proved very serious had I not been

with others who shared theirs with me. They all proved extremely useful.

INTERROGATION OF T/SGT ARLIE F. LEWIS, TAIL GUNNER PLANE 246

I was sitting in the left side gunner's position, on oxygen at 20,000',
watching the engines when the order to bail out came. Parachute, Jjungle
kit, and escape belt were quickly fastened and the back door was opened.
We, Cpl Roy and I, waited at the back door, watching for the ones in front
to jJump in order that we might land with them, but caught sight of no para-
chutes. After about two minutes, I went back to the inter-phome to call
the pilot, but on getting no answer, and feelinz the plane stall and dive
slightly, we immediately Jumved, Roy first and then I. We had no trouble
getting out, the wind sweeping us clear of the plane. There was quite a
Jar when my chute opened, slightly straining my back. Immediately after
the opening and while I was swinging violently, I saw the plane fly direct-
ly into the side of a mountain. It burst into a red flame.

v

P

There was another severe shock on landing. I crossed a small hill and
finding Cpl FRoy, we set off to locate Captain Mann when some Chinese soldiers
came running up. I showed them the blood chit which they read, all the time
laughing and jabbering, and examining all of our equivment.

- —

We walked over to where some Chinese soldiers were helping Captain
Mann down the mountain. They took us to the house where they were stationed
and we spent the nignt there, the mosquitoes keeping me awake most of the
night, although the parachutes were used for covering. On leaving, my
parachute was given to these solllers for their %indness. “aptain Mann's
ankle was badly swollen, 80 I bathed it in hot water and wrapped it with
part of a chute, using the sulphur drug from the jungle kit for a cut on
the Captain's chin, and for our scratches. Two halizone tablets were put
in every rubber bottle of water that we drank.

=RCES RN N S ol ]

The next morning we fed on Jungle kit rations and hot tea, tnen leaving
on horses furnished by the Chinese soldiers, we rode 16 miles to Yen-Yuan
where a Chinese Catholic Mission was our stopping place for the night. The
next day we heard that the other four men were safe and heading for this
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town, 80 we waited for them for three days. Though the misslionaries treated
us very well, feeding us eggs, ripe apricots, and other stuff, the bed bugs,
mosqui toes and flies nearly ate us up. The people from miles around came to
stare at us and examine our parachutes which fascinated them. After the third
day, wheu the olher crew mexbers srrived, we left on horges and mules for
Egichang. As I had the GI's for some time, it was a hard trip. Ve slept in
the same room with the horses the first night, with pigs and chickens roosting
all around us.

The money from my escape belt was used to buy food and to tip the natives.
The silver rupees were given to the women of Yen-Yuan to be used as a pendant.
Chirese soldlers acted as our guldes for five days on the trip to Heichang,
and they were wonderful to us.

After reaching Funming by C-4€, we had & physical examination, three
being hospitalized. Three days later, the 10th of July, I left on a plane
with Lt. Powers for Kharagpur, stopping at Calcutta and Kalaikunda, arriving
at Dudhkundi on the 12th of July.

Suggested that more food be put in Jjungle kits, alec some moeguito re-
rellant and insecticide. A toothbrush would be really appreciested also.

e D

2
L S

I Jumped straight through the well from the flight deck, falling about
1,500' through the undercast. After my chute had opened, I saw three othere
open. I lended in a small gully, overgrown with wild strawberries, having
dropped my Jungle kit from about 200' in order to lessen the weight. A
native came down to me, leaving two women on the hill watching us, to whom
I showed the blood chit from the escape belt. Although he couldn't read and
didn't know what thumbs up meant, when I pulled out my pipe, he filled it
with his native tobecco and was amazed at the matchee I used. His lighter
was an old fiint and steel. He carried my Jungle kit and led me towards
other natives and thence to where we found F/O Sullivan. As we could eee the
others in the distance, I fired my pistol three times, completely captivating
the natives.

It rained for thirty hours continuously after we arrived. The natives
were very friendly, offering us all kinds of food, most of which we refused.

DT> &G2C

When Ozbolt and Powers Jjoined us, while I was painting their scratches
with 1odire, the headsman's wife asked me to fix some sores on her arm, 8¢
I painted then until they became the color of her skin, and she thought that
I bad cured here. When I gave her some salt tablets for her golters, th
headsman got down on his knees and salasmmed three times, then brought other
patients who I gave salt and Benzedrine tablets. The gune the natives
carried from Mausers, Luggers, Belglum Brownings, Lee Enfields, to an old
ges pipe rifle, and one old gsmgster tyvpe tommy gun.

We started walking Southwest, keeping to the ridgee as much as poseidle,
as the people in the more populated places slowed our progress, finmally
reaching a Chinese Army Qutpost, and the next day going on to Yen-Yuan. All
along the road, the more intelligent looking people seemed honored by our
presence and tried to keep us with them.
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The whole crew, which had been reunited at Yen-Yuan, started riding
and walking toward Heichang under the care of a Chinese Army guard. This
took five daye, spending the nighte in remount stations and a mission.

The remnants of bridges on the way gave proof of a highway many years old.
Iwo iarge rivers were creceed by bhoat on the way.

We travelled by C-4€ to Kunming, stayed there three nighte, caught an
TC ride to Hsinchaing, truck to A-3, and B-29 back to Dudhkundi.

More esugar, salt and tea tablets could be included in the Jungle kit,
and perhans every man should be compelled to add a toothbrush, large cake
of soap, pair of socks, mosquito repellant, insecticide, and a couple of
K-rations before he tekes off. They will be a resular part of my jungle
kit from now on.
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* HEADQUARTERS
462D BOMBARDMENT GROUP
Office of the Intelligence Officer MWleD/bhl

APO #220,
29 August 1944,
Narrative of Ditching B-29 Alrcraft Number 42-6263.

Commanding General, XX Bomber Command, APO #493, %P.M., N.Y.
N. Y. ATTENTICN: A-2, Escepe and Evasion Officer.

1. Submitted herewith is the narrative of Combat Crew members ex-
periences in the ditching of B-29 Aircraft #42-6263, on 8 July 1944, while
on a cargo flight from Piardoba Army Air Base to the Advanced Base in Chiua.

-

2. Loading list for the Aircraft on this flight was as follows:

Dock 0. Waller Captain Pilot

David F. White 2nd Lt. Co-Filot

Walter R. Russell lst Lt. Navigator

Edger E. Hammond 2nd Lt. Bombardier

Artbur B. Tuttle lst Lt. Flt Engineer

Don F. Carter S/sgt Radlo

Edward L. Swart S/sgt Radar

Alden G. Huisjen Sg Senior Gunner

James M. Lynch 5/Sg Right Gunner

Frencis 5. Iles : Tail Gunner

Jennings, 331st Service Souadron
Graffious, W. K. 331st Service Squedron

wn -

3. Three (2) crew members lost their lives by drowning. The bodliee
of Staff Sergeant Francie H. Iles and Staff Sergeant James M. LyTnch were
recovered. To date nothing has been heard from Staff Sergeant Lenard L.
Anderson and it ie presumed that he too drowned since fellow crew members
report that e was unable to swim,

4, HNarratives of individual

Um0 n>C &2 C

a. Captain Dock O, |

Normal take off was made from Piardobe Army Air Base at 0758
on 8 July 1944, in Alrcraft #42-6263, and course for first leg of hump
misszion begun at 2,000 feet. At 0903 a climd was begun in order to clear
the Shillong Hills. The flight plan was to level off at 8,000 feet. Just
after beginning the climb the right scanner reported black smoke coming from
number four engine. Climd wee continued with scanner watching number four
engine closely and during the climb the smoke decreased in density. During
the climb there were heavy gas fumes in the front compartment of the aircraft
and investigation showed that the front bomb bay tanks were siphoning. When
7,500"' altitude had been reached the right scanner reported that #4 engine
was on fire.

*XX Bomber Command Walk-Cut Report, B-29 Combat Crews, through September 1944
in History of the XX Bomber Command Fourth Phase, Historical Study Number Two,
"The Transport Project" Supporting Documents.

sha i b )

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

I immediately got tke course for Piardoba from the Navigator and began
turning to it while the Engineer was using the fire extinguishers on the
engine. After both extinguishers had been used the engine was reported still
on fire by the Engineer, Right Scanner and Co-Pilot, Bombardier and Left
Gunner, who was riding as aseistant to the Engineer, balled out of the nose
wneel weil. The bomwb bLay doors were Upened for the gunners and I believed
that all of them went out this way. The tail gunner was, as far as I know
at present, riding as right scanner. There were two passengers riding
in the gunners compartment and I presumed tnat trey jumped from the bomb bays
as well, Just after the third man had jumped out of the nose wheel well the
Engineer rerorted that the fire was out. Ball outs were stopped immediately,
at this time only four remained in the aircraft. They were the Radio Opera-
tor, Navigator, Engineer, and myself, tke pilot.

I continued on course for Piardoba but was losing altitude at approxi-
mately 200 or 300 feet per minute while travelling at an airspeed of 43 inches
and 2,400 rpm. Two attempts were made to feather tne engine but esch time
the propeller ran away. I did not salvo the bomd bay tanks because I was
afraid to risk spillinggs in the bombays with toe fire on the ship. At 0240
it became apparent that 1t would not be possible to reach Plardoba so the
course for Kurmitola was begun as this was the nearest base. When about
thirty miles from Kurmitola and at 1,000 feet altitude it was apparent that
I would not be atle to reach tkat bese. I informed the remaining crew that
1 was going to ditch. For the ditching a lake directly on course was chosen.
For the ditcning the Navigator sat in the Co-Pilot's seat and the Rad'o Cpera-
tor sat by the Engineer.

m

v -
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Just before we actually hit the water it was necessary to put the turbos °
full-cn in order to pull over trees between the plane and the lake. A power
avproach was made with power on until just a second before the actual impact.

I made the aprroach so that the initial contact would be with bull rushes
in hopes that this would cushion the aircraft and there would be no bounce.
There was no bounce nor any sudden jerk as the aircraft hit, but a decisive
slowing up which was not forceful emough to pull anyone from their seat.
Neltkher of the four of us received any injury. We crashed at 1005.

pr—
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After the alrcraft stopred we immediately got out, carrying nothing
with us. Since the front lower turret had given way the forward compartment
was filling up rapldly and it was impossible to return for anything. Not
only was it impossible because of the water but there was also Leavy gas
fumes. We pried open the life raft doors and inflated both rafte. Taking
the Navigator with me I went in to shore, leaving the Engineer and Eadio
Cperator in tke other raft to guard the ship wiich was slowly sinking.

On the siiore we were met by nativees who served us tea and food. They
produced a student named Mihr Lalsahah who could speak English. FHe told
us that we were at a place called Khama and thet he would arrange boat trans-
portation to the nearest rallroad. Sergeant Carter, Lieutenant Russell,
Lieutenart Tuttle and I walked with the native student to Matkoha, which was
approximately twenty minutes from Khama. Here he arranged for a boat which
took us to the railroad at Karold, charging us ten rupees for the trip. I
of fered the student a gift of money but he refused stating that he was de-
lighted to be of service to American airmen who were helping India. The

student elso made arrangements with the local police of Fakundia Police
Station to guard the aircraft until myselif or somecne else returned to de-

nrY
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We arrived at the railroad at Karoid four hours later and proceeded to
Kurmitola. Upon arrival there I called XX Bomber Command and gave details of
the accident. I was told to await instructions. On the following day at
1100 ¥ajor Burns arrived in a B-25 Aircrafi and dscldesd to Lomh Alrcraft #2683,
Two boubing runs were made and 8 X 500 pound bombs were dropped with unsatis-
fectory results. Arrangements were made with the Service Group at Kurmitola
to send a salvage crew to destroy toe aircraft. Later in the day we returned

in the B-25 to Pilardoba Army Air Base.

b. 2nd Lieutenant David E. White. Co-Pilot.

I bailed out of ailrcraft #263 through the nose wheel well and saw
four other chutes in the air but went into the overcast and lost wack of
them., I left the overcast several hundred feet from the ground and observed
the entire area to be covered with water. I began loosening the chute har-
ness and had unstrapped one leg strap and was undoing the other when I hit
the water. I had no difficulty in getting free from the parachute. I undid
the jungle kit and it floated to the surface. There was a native boat about

one hundred yards away and I called several times for help. When they ig-
nored me I placed the jungle kit under me for support and started to swim,
No one else had landed near me. I swan about two hundred yards to a bamboo
pole sticking up in the water and hung on to it. I was able to pull myself
up the pole and saw more native boats. When I called for help they rowed
out to me. At first they seemed reluctant to take me into the boat but I
clinbed halfway in and held on and then they helped me in. I could see a
chute some distance away and by using gestures persuaded them to row to 1t.
We pulled the chute from the water but it was empty and no one was in the
water nearby. We searched the area for quite a while and saw another chute.
fe started to go to it but before we could reach 1t another native boat had
arrived and I saw them pull another man from the water. We then rowed to

a emall island, no larger than 100 feet long and 40 feet wide, upon which
were five native huts. The natives were extremely tall with mongaloid
features and wore chin whiskers. They were very friendly and gave me leaf
cigarettes. After two hours another bost brought in Lieutenant Hammond and
Sergeant Hulsjen. I opened my Jungle kit and found ome compassfilled with
water and useless, however the second compas functioned after being shaken
out. I intimated by gesturing that we wanted to be taken to the west. The
natives however did not under=tand. Soon a native from a nearby island
arrived who spoke a few words of English. I pointed to the west and made
train nolses. He shook his head and said, "No" and kept saying "Police
Station". He put the three of us in his boat and after two and one-half

or three hours we came to a larger island and the village of Tahirpur.

Here we wvere met by some territorial policemen who took us to their head-
quarters. There wers no communication facilities available. The police

said that they would get a boat to take us to Sunamganu. Meanwhile the
police heard that three other crewmen had been lately picked up on the other
side of the lake so we decided to wait until they arrived. At about 1600
Sergeant Swart and Sergeant Jennings and Warrant Officer Graffious arrived.
At 1730 we left by boat for Sunamganu. The boat was propelled by long poles
and the trip lasted nearly twelve hours. We arrived at 0400 the next moraning.
Here we were met by a Eice Control Officer and some other local officers.

ST > &2
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We sent a wire to Sylhet. At 1300 the following afternoon a C-47 came from
Sylet and circled. We stood out in the yard about five yards apart so that
they could count us. They dropped a handkerchief secured around a message
telling us that a rescue party would come. Shertly after a British Major
and Lieutenant came to the dbuilding and tola us that we could use vnelir motor
launch to go to Sylhei. We decided to accspt the offer snd wired Sylhet to
meet us at a ferry landing just above Sylet. We arrived at the ferry at
0300. We waited until O800 and then crossed the river. Lieutenant Hammond
and I started walking to Sylhet and after having gone about five miles we
were met by a Military Police Captain and a Sergesnt in a Command Car. We
returned and picked up the other members of our party. At Sylhet the In-
telligence Officer told us that two flat bottom gae boats had gone search-
ing for us. I accompanied a search party in a C-47 aircraft to the scene

of the ditching and went agein the following day. We found notuing. We were
then flown to Tuzgon where we were in turn flown to Calcutta. From Calcutta
we returned to Plardoba by train - elapsed time from accident was eight days.

¢. 2nd Lieutenant Edgar E. Hammond, Bombardier.

I left the plane tarough the nose wheel door and had no difficulty
clearing any obstacles. When I came through the overcast I saw the water
and started to unbuckle the chute straps. I easily got free from the chute.
There were no boats in sight and I started swimming toward an island about
one mile away. After swimming about one-half hour I became exhausted and
tried to remove my clothing - succeeded in getting off one shoe. The next
thing I remember is being hauled into a boat. When I came around I discovered
that I was on an Island. From thie point my experiences parallel those of
Lieutenant White.

de 1lst Lieutenant Walter R. Russell, Navigator.

e
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I did not parachute. Following the ditching I crawled from the
pilots window. I encountesred difficulty in releasing the life raft bdut
finally two of us were able to get free. I went ashore with the pilot as
related by hia.

e. 1lst Lieutenant Arthur B. Tuttle, Flight Engineer.

When we prepared to ditch I fastened my safety belt and held the
Radio Operator, Staff Sergeant Carter, so that he would not be thrown about
in the crash. On impact with the water the lower forward turret was pushed
up into the cabin making the compartment very dangerous. I had removed
the engineer's escape Latch Just prior to ditching. I climbed out om to
the fuselage. The cabin was filling rapidly from the turret rupture and
there were strong fuel fumes. The plane settled very slowly. I removed
the left 1ife raft and inflated it. There was no equipment in the raft
and 1t was not tied up to the aircraft, however the water was calm and it
did not float away. I pulled the raft around to the tail gunner's position
and found the escape hatch closed. Captain Waller left me to guard the
plane. More than one hundred natives had come to the scene, however they
wade no attempt to board the plane. I made two or three unsuccessful
attenpts to go back into the aircraft tarough the submerged hatch. After
the aircraft nad settled until only the tail fin was visible I got some
short boards from the natives and paddled to shore about 600 yards. After

- ———
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making ganore Sergeant Carter and 1 walked to the home of the English speak-
ing student wnhere we joined the others. From this point on my experiences
parallel those of Captain Waller.

f. Staff Sergeant Don F. Carter, Radio Operator.

I was with Lieutenant Tuttle throughout the accident. I have
nothing to add to his narrative.

g. Staff Sergeant Edward L. Swart, Radar Operator.

When ordered to baill out I left the aircraft from the rear door.
When I landed in the water I quickly got free from the parachute. I unfe a
the jungle kit and used it as a float. I swam about for approximately forty-
five minutes and was then picked up by a native boatman and taken to an island
where I found Lieutenant White and the others. From this point on my exver-
fences parallel those of Lieutenant White.

Le Staff Sergeant Alden G. Huisjen, Senior Guaner.

When I bailed out 1 saw four chutes in the air below me however I
lost sigit of them when they went into the clouds. I fell for about elght
minutes and when 200 feet from the water I broke out of the overcast. I
could see three chutes in the water, however I did not land near them since
a strong current of air swept me far out in the lake just orior to landing
in the water. When I saw the water I undid both leg straps hence was quick-
1y free from the chute once I hit the water. I started swimming without
trying to remove my clothing but became very weary and succeeded in getting
all of my clothes off. I squelched a panicky feeling and swam toward an
island, it is estimated that I was in the water for an hour. I alternated
swimning and floating and remained in good shape. Finally a native dugout
appeared but they seemed afraid to take me into the boat, but when I held
on and kept lunging in they aided me. I conveyed with gestures that there
were others somewhere in the water. We finslly saw a parachute and rowed to it
and found it to be my own. Since we could see no otuer chutes we went to
the island where I joined Lieutenant White and from that point on my exper-
iences parallel hLis.

Interrogator's notes.

=N ECNSNONCE N ally o=

a. During the interrogation crew members made the following
suggestions and significant comments.

(1) natives after overcoming a momentary reluctance were

remely helpful and sympathetic. The boatmen evinced

great interest in personal adornments, watches, rings
and crash bracelets and it is suggested that crew members
be advised to leave all trinkets behind., While Lieutenant
Hammond was in an exhausted condition the natives tried to
resove his rings. While in the boats the natives inferred
that they be given watches and bracelets.

(2) Lieutenant Russell encountered great difficulty in free-
ing the right l1ife raft and states that he alone could
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not have released it. The grip is so tiny that it does
not pernit a firm grip and slips tarough the fingers.

He suggests that a four or five inch grip with a bar be
devised. Lieutenant Russell and the piilul alsc concur

in the suggestion that a remote life control release be
installed near the pilot or co-pilot seat, enabling them
to release the raft as soon as the plane is down. It

was fortunate in this case that the plane remained afloat
for a considerable time.

Several remarked that they had not known previously that
the jungle kit makes an excellent life preserver and is
capable of keeping one afloat for a long period.

The pilot, Captain Waller, sugecested tnat the 'ditcLing'
proceedure be changed thus:

(a) Eieht men sit in the front pressurized compartment
ahead of the lower forward turret, on the floor with
their backs to the nose of the plane.

(b) Pilot use power-on on all engines on approach and try
to as nearly as possible make tie contact point a
power-on stall. This will allow the pilot to choose
the exact moment of contact.

MATCAOIY W. MO DIVITD

ALVULK W, MU UIVATL
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Interrogating Officer
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* 792R8D BO {E QUADEON
Office of the Intelligence Officer
APO 493, New York, N. Y.

8. Bad and,
48 veptamser =5

Report of Captain E. E. Winkler. (Pilot of A/C #356)
(Date of accident - 25 August 44)
Commanding Officer, 468th Bomb Group, APO 493,

-

ATTH: Group S5-2

1. The following is the revort of Capt. E+ EZ. Winkler from the time
of bailout till hie return to A-7.

"I bailed out about 0700 at 17,500'. I was knocked out just after
pulling my rip cord. I had my canteen in my left hand and believe it hit
me on the head when the chute opened. When I came to I was sitting on the
ground. I called out to F/O Thompson wno answered me. Instantly I heard
some Cainese voices. I knew I was in Lolo country and my firet instinct
wag to hide. Looking around I saw six natives coming toward me line abreast
about four feet apart. I yelled 'Ding Hoa' and held up my thunb but it made
no imoression on them. I called to Thompson and told him that I was going
with tiese fellows and he didn't have to show himself if he didn't want to.
I went back and got my varachute. We started down the road and as we cane
around a bend we came upon F/O Thompson standing in the path, I talked with
Tnompson and nelther of us were sure whether these people were Lolos or not.
latives were very curious. They opened my Jjungle kit several timee and I
had to close it and try to tell thex not to open it. As we walked on, the
native carrying my parachute got far out in front of everyone and finally
started away in a dead run. I never saw him again. We arrived at a village
at about 1000. There we met the real Lolos. They were much larger than
the Chinese, much more cleen cut and they ususlly wear treir hair tied in
a knot on top. Natives or Lolo slaves by waving etc. told us that there
were three more men coming down the hill iatc the town. We went out to meet
them., Sgt Griffitk came in on a donkey. He had a sprained ankle. Lt.
Stover and Hardin were walking. We came back into town. While we were
standing around telking we noticed a Lolo in a bright dlue uniform talking
to other Lolos apparently about us. We found one man who could read the
Fointie-Talkie. We asked him how far it was to Lo-Shan, He said that Lo-
Shan wae over the mountain about two or three days away. Lt. Stover had a
cut chin caused by Lis gun flying up and hitting him in the face when his
parachute opened. We redressed hie cut, and decided to try to walk to Lo-
Shan. Sgt Griffith was still on the donkey g0 we tried to versuade the
owner t¢ go with us. He refused end we gave him some rmoney and still he
refused to go or to sell the donkey. Finally I pushed him along forcibly
and we started for the river near the village. About 1400 we met a guerrilla
c.ief and a Chinere moldier. The guerrilla chief told us he had been sent
to get us and wae golng to take us to hie village. We bad no food so we ate
rav corn from the fields enroute. About 1930 we reached the guerrilla chief's
house, which he called Army Headquarters. It was a standard Chinese house,

ERCECRC RNV RN S ol s o =)
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in HEietory of the XX Bomber Command Fourth Phese, Historical Study Number Two
"The Transport Project" Supporting Documents.
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one large room in which the livestock were kept on one side and beds for

the members of the household on the other side. We slept in a small anteroom
and the moscultoes were very bad. In our small room was a wooden coffin
shich-contalued the hody of s relstive of the guerrilla chief. The relative
had been dead two years and later it was explained to me tbat no burial was
accomplisked because the chief had not found a suitsble place for burial.
The next morning the father of the chief and several other natives set out
to find Sgt Stone and Schriner who were in the hands of the Lolos on the
other side of the mountein. They borrowed our knives. At 1800 that evenirg
ex-General Yung, two officer gendarmes and 12 enlisted Chinese soldiers
arrived. The people of the village pald him great respect. Some would
neel down in front of him and kiss the ground. He took out a kandful of
bills and gave money away to the natives. The General was very polite and
kind to us. He brought us hard bolled eggs, chicken etc. They cooked the
chicken head, entrails and all. It wasn't very tasty but at least 1t was
food. Great crowds came to see us the next dsy. The General was always out
there to greet tiem. He gave them some kind of a political epeech. There
nust have been at least a thousand people that day to view us. They were
ell very curious and were very interested in the fact that we had hair om
our arme. All the time I had been laboring under the delusion that the
officer gendarmes were the people to talk to dut I found out later that the
Jeneral was the man to take my troubles to. From the time the General
arrived till the time we left him at Fulin there was a conatant guard kent
around us even at night, when we slept. The buildirnge had cement floors
which served as our mattrees. It was too much for Lt. Stover and F/O Thompson
80 they went outside and went to sleep in the hayloft. The next morning
when they awoke there were at least eight Lolos asleep all over them. One
Lolo had cravled in between the two officers and waes snoring away. Lt.
Stover and F/0 Thompson siept inside after that. Later in the afternoon of
the third day Sgt Stone and Sgt Schriner were brought in. Sgt Stone was in
rretty tad condition; his rid was broken snd hip skinned and the inside cof
his leg was skinned from the thigh all the way to his ankle. Sgt Stone's
leg caught on the escape hatch as he wee leaving the airplene. The General
said that we would leave in the morning for Fulin. Ve didn't sleep well

but awcke the next morning in good spirits at the prospect of going on to
Fulin. Sgt Stone had been in constant pain ell thet night. I wanted to
get uim to a doctor. Mr. Wong, a Lieutenant gendarme in Fulin, came to me
and sald that we would not leave today, but tomorrow. I became pretty die-
gusted and wanted to get the two injured men to a doctor and everybody else
ced the "G.I.'s". He sald that many people were conming in to see us. I
didn't know until later that the General had ordered 500 Lolos to come and
see us that day. I went to Mr. Lee Yeng Ho, a gendarme who could speask a
little Englieh and told him that 1f we didn't leave that day, the General
would get into serious trouble with our government. It made no immression
on them 80 we packed our things and started down the road carrying Sgt Stone
and Griffith, Mr. Wong came up and told us that the General had changed

his mind and that we would leave after breakfast. ¥We left about 0800 and
soon reacied a river with a very strong current which at times was as wide
as the Missiesippl. We had to ford the stream at least 10 times., Our jour-
ney of 10 miles took 11 hours. On the way we stopped at a house belonging
to a friend of the General. There we were given eggs, pearsand some walnuts.
We reach Fulin about darkness. It was a mile from the river to the city so
the General had horees and sedan chairs walting for us. On the way to the
city, Lt. Herdin's horse became a little friskey and threw him to the ground.
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Lt. Hardin walked the rest of the way. We were taken to the General's house
where we spent our time until the arrival of Col. DePass Jr. om Chungking.
There were in the meantime several personal incidents such as Lt. Hardin's
birthday. The Gemeral broke out some of his best wine and needless to say

; : e e 5 a2 m
a zona time wss hed oy all. KNothing eise of importance heppened.

/8/George J. Steimmetz
GECRGE J. STEINMETZ

Captain, Air Corpe,

Intelligence Officer.
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sLetter to Lt. Col. James D. Garcia, 8 February 194
Dear Jim:

This is in the nature of a progress revort which I will get off to
vou periodically until the immenence of the blessed event makes 1t unneces-
SATY.

We have now bteen established in our headquarters at EKharagpur for
days - Couch, York, Gallagher, Wormwood, Freret, McReynolds and I with
the enlisted men. The general divides his time between here and Delhi.
Col. Duncan and Forn are ir Chira on a trip and will return shortly. Ye
live in one end of the headquarters bdbuilding and have offices in the otker,
This, however, is only a temporary arrangement until we go into some nearby
permanent living quarters.

OQur first tesk here was laying out herdquarters office space. I am
enclosing as Exhibit "A" a floor plan of the second story of the building
showing the assignment of space. The building is two stories high and the
first floor is given over to A-4, A-l, and the svecial staff. We came out
with more space than anybody else (which ie as it should be) - the only
disadvantage ie that you are a good distence from the General, but this
seemed to be no particular handicap at Salina. We gave the plan to General
Wolfe on Sunday and got his approval so we are now going ahend as rapidly
as possible to get furniture, etc for our space. This is quite & problenm
but I think we are making good headway. Of course the tentative layout of
space within A-2 whick I have made on the sketch is subject to any change
vou wish made - the only room we are going ahead to get fixed up so it can't
be chenged (except with difficulty) 1s the War Room., This is the larges®
room in the building, and has good naturel light, being open at both ends.
We are going to cover both large side walls with celotex and put in as good
lighting as possible. We have also ordered the floor carpeted (with Indien
matting), plenty of chairs, and a special 20 ft. conference table - I spent
the morning with the local Indian representative at Midnanore trying to get
the ball rolling on all furniture and am going to Calcutta tomorrow with the
B24 to work on lighting, paint, and severzl other items. Gallagher is going
along and we are going to make arrangements alco for furniture for our

club which we plan to install in a tuilding near headquarters.
B24's and 2 B25's for staff planes.) The enlisted men are getting
there has been no threat at all from other quarters trying to
them and I have manarsed to keep them busy with our work. They
Jealously guard our supplies which we have unlosded and locked up. The
radios are fine - we heave connected one and can pick up some good broadcasts.

(7

YHeHT-n > &2

About the progress of the project as a whole - it's ¥ Gen, Wolfe
is at owrk like a buzz saw stirring these peorle up. The Engineers have
fallen down badly on the rear fields - only Earagrur and Cha'rulia will be
ready by April lst - two tactical groups will be put in each field. Wing
Hendquarters will be put temporarily also at Karagpur - Wing Headquarters
will be in some buildings now located on this field. Within a few months,
58th Wing Hqtrs will be moved to Kaliakunda as soon as that field is ready
to operate. Of course, the final arrangement is on tactical group on each
of Plardota, Dudkundi, Kaliakunda, and Chakulia with Kharagpur reserved
for Command Hqtrs and the Service groups. It aprears now, however, that
these other three flelds will not be fully ready before next September

B

Letters to Col. Garcia in Comd-Bomb-20-HI, 22 Dec. 1943.
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although we may be able to move groups intc them by June. So you can see
that our operations here are going to be rather hectic. We have nosed into
the details of the Engineer's plans since coming down and have tried to im-
prove a number of unsatisfactory eituations - for one thing, I discovered
that no briefing room was available in the layout. We brought this to

Gen. Wolfe's attention and he told Col. York and me to work out a briefing
arrangement which we completed with the Engineers today. What we devised

was a standard building to be instalied on each of the five fields. It will
be on the line and will be connected with Base Operations and the tower.
There will be a briefing room, made up as a theater, 60' x 75' with seating
for 275 people - i.e. for one entire group's combat crews. It will have a
stage and three offices for use by S-2, each 20' x 20'. Off one end will

be a large coffee and lounge room for combat crews awalting briefing or
interrogation and off this room will be twelve small rooms, each large encugh
for a table for 15 people, for interrogation. The idea in placing it on the
line is (1) to meet the problems connected with two groups operating from
each field and (2) to conserve transportation. In other words, when a mission
comes up, one entire group will be brought from their area to the briefing
room, briefed, will be passed through the connecting base operations building
(which will have weather, comnunications, etc offices) and out onto the taxi-
ways where they will pick up the planes. They will be followed by a second
group wkich will be briefed while the first group ie getting off the ground.
- *

That seem to be about all to report in a bueiness line. On re-reading
the above it is apparent that thie is a very ignamnt typewriter which I am
ising. I hope you will not mind the varied ways in which it spells. We are
all of us holding up very well under the very trying condition of being in
Indis at all. It is really a pretty awful place and one excellent reason
for getting pecple over here before beginning operations is merely to get
them personally oriented to living constantly surrounded by the most appal-
ling filth and degradation of the natives. The climate moreover, even now
is unheslthy and, we are told that by the time the unite get here it will
be very hot and uncomfortable. It seems toc be almost impossible to avold
diahorrea (Moninghoff came down last night with terrific cranrs, vom'ting,
dialiorrea, etc and had to be given morpkine to quiet him down - he ie better
today but still sick) and the malaria hazard in Bengal is the woret in India.
I've had a week of diahorrea myself from which I have just recovered. I pass
this on, not as a gripe, but just a theater intelligence - with these minor d
culties I'm having the time of my life. Of course, Gallagher and I have
sessions most evenings discussing the almost now undreamed of besuty of the
life at Salina and the towering advantages of never getting one foot beyond
the continental limits of that most wonderful of all lands, the USA - dut

.

we have no serious couplaints. There are numerous things to take our minds

off such contemplation - for instance, the jackals. Nightly, they gather to

howl at us and last Saturday night one visited me in my room. (Needlese to

=

Um0

say, I was roundly hooted for reporting the occurrence until Gen. Wolfe went
to his deek and found jackal foot-prints all over it.) Another diversion

is a certain bearer's wife and numerous childred who daily wait for us at
the gate, present long formal written plens, and weep great floods of tears,
wvalling like a thousand banshees all the while, because he stole a carton of
cigarettes mdxtxatrwa rew from Maj. Freret and has been thrown in ja!ll for
two years. Thies latter item has got 80 acute that we all went down to the
police and told them that a great error had been made, that one of us had,
unbeknownst to Maj. Freret, given him the carten of clgarettes and that we
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requested that he be released at once. So far we haven't got him
but it will worth going to the King Zmperor if necessary to get

and her tribe out of our hair. * * *

Letter dated 25 Jan
* = ®

M T ON
wa .s!n

report is based on a two-week stey in the
gkung ares of China, during the month of January, plu

tended discussions with people who have had experience in ot!

the fact that China 1s at present almost ¢ letely cut o
of the world there are many little irritations and minor
theater, such as a total lack
let perer, or almost any other kind of paver, not to mention ti
ence of liquor. At the same time there are many compensating
to make service in China bearable.

ountry itself is quite colorful and of great scenic interes

ia. And the people, in sharp contrast to those of India, are
t friendly, hospitable, good natured, energetic and coopera-

-

w

monthe the weather is much like trat of the we
central U.S. | »e-Colorado), with widespread storms and heavy cloud
overceet, considerable rain, and temperatures ranging from chil at Kweilin

to cold funming, and quite cold - free g or lower - at Ch
Chengtu ? h wever, even at the 6200 ft.
are not aprrecial lower than for New Delhi at the same period.
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Kwellin, on the other hand, while only about 350 feet above sea level
and situated on an almost level plain, is made quite hazardous for flying
by the fact that tie entire area i1s studded with grotesque cone-shaped
ro projecting up from 800 to 1500 ft. above the level of the plain.

All of the towne of this area are colorful and interesting places to
visit, at least once, though the ususl filth and foul odors prevail, There
are limited resources for personal supply needs, such as soavp, tooth brushes,
and razor blades, dbut st exorbitant prices. There is very little in the
way of souvenirs and the prices are out of all reason. Amusenments are ex-
tremely limited but there 1s usually at least one good hotel, club, or
restaurant in each town at which it is safe to eat a dinner of Chinese food
(with chopsticks). The hotel at Xweilin, the LaKung, or LailXung, has a good
dining room. There are two modern motion plcture theaters at Kuaning which
show recent American talking pictures, in English. As in India it is ex-
tremely important in China to eat only hot, well cooked foods and to drimk
only hot tea or bdoiled water. The water in China is much less rexliable
than in India, being universally contaminated. The vegetables also are
much less safe then in India because of the standard practise in all China
of using human excrement for fertilizer.

Due to the run-away inflation in China the money situation is fantastic.
rupee Iadian note, officially worth about 30 dollars U.S., exchanges
nning at the present time for 40 to 43 dollars U.S. The 5. dolla
xchanges, in turn, for 100 dollars Chinese, or CN, at the present rate
¥unming, or about 70 dollars in Kwellin. However, prices are even more
of proportion tuan the rate of exchange. A fifth of Scotch, not always
obtainable and never really reliable, since diluted or noisoned whiskey
smuggled in from the Jap nccupied areas, sells for 75 to 250 dollars U.S.
25,000 dollars Chinese). In Chinese money one tangerine sells for 10

3

ollars, an embroldered handkerchief of mediocre guality 80 dollars,
11

Aun

2

sil scarf 350 dollars, a fur coat 14,000 dollars, etc. An averace meal
Kunming, for example, will cost: Soup 40 dollars, steak 150 dollars, ice
cream 50 dollars, and coffee 40 dollars. It will be obvious that an ordinary
dinner costs, American money, about two dollars and eighty cents; and it is
equally obvious that China is not the place to stock up on gifts and sourven-
irs to send ba€k home.

Due to the most rigid gasoline restrictions, and the almost total lack
ent roads, travel in China 1s very difficult. There 1s almost
ortation systen Official use of Jeeps is extremely
onsequence even o
conducted largely on Both at Kunming an
ich makes two ¢ 0 town each evening at Xunming,K bdut only
taking officers twice a week and enlisted
th plafes the bus is so crowded that it
ssible to find even standing room. There is no G.I. transpor-
kind to the town of Chengkung from the field. This situation
yortant factor in maintainisg morale and requires additional effort
entertainment at the fields., At all flelds wiere we visited

.

reasonable good G.I. movies at leamst every other night,

Ur requirenents are convent! 1, wool in winter and cottons in
summer., 1d Jackets or British type bush jackets are okay anywhere,
including downtown.
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It is not permissable to carry small arms or side arme to any of the
towns in the China theater. At the sane time 1t is extremely important
to provide for safe storage of small arms since they are at a prenium in

China and thievery 1s a very serious problem.

Liguer, other than 1) Chinese rica wine, is almost unobtainable.
There is no provision for a ration of beer or whiskey (or gin) such as is
provided in India. As mentloned earlier, the purchase of either Scotch or
Bourbon locally is both expensive and dangerous as an official warning oas
been posted throughout the theater that the Japs have distributed a stock
of liquor in properly gsealed and labelled bottles which 1{s diluted and in
some cases actually poleoned.

Fond and lodging throughout the China theater are provided by the West
Asia rvice Corps (W.A.S.C.) without cnarge other than the full amount of
the ration allowance (321.00 per month). Both food and lodging are about
on a par with transient accomodations in India, with notable exceptions,
such as an almost complete absence of butter, use of Chinese tyne conforters
in place of G.I. blankets, very slow laundry service, etc. One big advantage
ie that, due to the scarcity of transportation, housing is not so greatly
dispersed at in India, with living cquarters much more convenient to the mess
and working bulldings. Also, although the water in China is foul and dad
smelling cannot even be used for to 2 £ led, there
is provision for hot water evegwnere for shaving.

Personal equipment items for this theater should be the same as on tne
1ist previously supplied for India, with a few excentions. At least two
ssts of winter underwear should be taken to China.

Limited supplied of soap, shaving cream, toothpaste, etc., are avall:
»n an intermittent basis throughk the P-X. Clothing needs, with reservations
s to size and quantities, can also be supplied on an intermittent basis
the local QM sales stores. A ration of clgarettes is avallable
the P-X at the rate of a pack a day, or one carton every ten days.

As mentioned earlier, G.I. blankets or matyesses are not avallable,
a cheap Chinese cotton ticking and pad being gubstituted. Tnerefore 1t
very important to bring an air mattress if po-sidle. These are reporte

v

to be available through Alr Corps supply back in the 7.5 If 8o bring them

is

along by all means (and bring along two extra for us if you can,

as the following should be brought alo

months stay:

inks, pen , clgarette lighter " wicks, safety
matches, flashlight batteries and bulbs, soap, nbd es, tooth powder,
ehavins cream, razor blades, face lotions, medical sup; ss or prescription

medicines, etec.

Other suggested 1tems are:
yod personal notebook (mcket type), and supply of filler paper. Small
personal radio set, preferable battery op ated. Belt hook or belt holder
for knife, Boy Scout or hunting type. I gas lantern will be helpful
anywhere in China.
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Excape and evasion work through the CBI theater impresses us as
spotty and generally poor, especiallv as to what is being done from
under the direction of N'a: 1ington to date, through MISX, O
escape and evasion work in the China sector is rcasam’b‘v good -
point of evasion. Of course escape is an i mpossible proposition
seems that much too little effort has been given to this probdblem

It is particularly unfortunate that escave and evasion effort has not
been greater in this theater in view of the known difficulties concerning
evasion or escape in operating against the Japs and over Jap held areas.

As indicated above, !,‘:.“ one bright spot in the whole pictu i{s the high
sful evasions by combat crew memuers "“,"cod down in Jep

percentage of succes

held areas of Chins; something like 80 to 90 percent we were told.
Our earlier talks with Major Willcox, MISX officer for the

sector, have now been supplemented by discussions

MISX officer for the China sector, and with Col. Williams,

hie assistant, Major Smith, and with Major Davis, S-2 of the ""ch

Major Davis was eepecially we believe he will be of fur

our return to New Delhi a further discussion was held with Col.
ch we ware able to make considerable progress in arranging for

£or o "

alds, and for course n escape and evasion ur A-2 and

for deta i bri f our con crews both in India

in tiis theater 1t 1s wise to discuss Escape and Evasion as
arate items. The following observations apply to Esc=pe:

Actual escapes by prisoners of war from any Japanese ¢ are considered,

r all practical pury e r ible This is obviously especially true

-:f Japan proper. id n to the cruel treatment, close supervision, and

the obvious difficulty white man making his way unaided among a country
of Orientals, there is the further report that prisoners are arbitrarlly
divided into groups of » with the understanding that if any one of the

escapes the remaining n& e prisonere are immedizte

communicatior
e

should soon be opera
further

iichtrich,
for work the arer
{s an obvious need for a
made at onc n thi i Thie should
establ itact {th friendly Chinece s

the unoc ast Chir etc.
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to follow the Geneva Convention code, despite the fact that the Javs

not recognize it, and to give only name, ranks, and serial number. 7Y
there are so many casee of brutal (and fatal) treatment of priscners

botk Major Willcos and ¥aj. Wichtrich bei
Geneva p ) ld be revised with respect to interrogatior
Jpas. They believe our men should cooperate witkh Jap interroga

that an "intelligent" job of talking by our men may give them a better

chance for their lives without disclosing toso much vital military informa-

th lon g rien mong the Japanese feel
to the c but gl ur men
concerning their bearing before : They thi
is to show coursge and dignity respect and good nature
above all that we should hold our temper under all circumstances.
last resort it has been suggested that our men might offer t

° 1
taken before a commanding officer or hisher authority., The reason
this 1s that the lower officers are ususlly

11y the more brutal, the higher
officers more likely to follow the Bushido code of resvect for a courageous

e To maintain a sullen silence or to dis ay temper is sald to in-
ate most Japs in any cace,

Under no circumet d wi to deliberately invent
stories to feed Jap interrogators. g chen e believed to be dynamite
(though officielly encouraged to some exten

se the Japs are especially infuriated
have been tricked or fooled.

throu ‘ashington and 1e certa
mmle reasons we should have a straigh

1
continue our investigations along such 1

this theater)

-

suspect that

[72]

juire clari-
rtance to us.
ey

We wi

HmeHIH®0 >R

record in China is excellent, almost vher
by the 14th A.F. that 80 to 90 per cent of theilr crew .
who survive landirg in Jap hled areas of Chins sre returned safely tc
lines. Some fantastic rescues of !

have been
from under the very noses of Jap troope In one case
ene was forced down within amile and a ! P of Jap alr field in ti

eld 1n

nton area, vet the five surviving crew

X been retur
to our lines, lar; through th

hel Chinese guerrill
A Major factor 1 also the verr careful
4

r's each mission

and enemy villages anc areas, etc.
with practical evasion alds, such
make it poseible r them to ¢

Brutal trestment of prisoners the Japanese should be stressed to
our men as an added incentive for them to evade capture at all or any cost
or effort. There is undoubtedly a higl percentage cf torture and killings
of prisoners ta¥en. The knowle ) bis fact should increase the deter-
mination of our men to evade capture.
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ia dated 5 Jan 1944

following information is

coming to the theater in advance of their units. Much of
vever, and especially the eguipment 1ist, should be of value
11 of re travelling ‘:y ATC are advised to obtailr
ATC travel booklete at the eauin possidble time, particularly
entitled "Pilgram's Progress”, h gives a detalled guide to
for the trip.
TTITUDE EX
and the fi
upsetting for
especially

The d;mger-e and discomforts of th 8 v al certainly
levertheless they =a yth pl cally and
Lv':u‘- officer will dc ¢ o ‘.A 8 L, keep hie

ahead or otherwise well

-

w

t through there is a
te, and of direct!
14 be made to keep

is at a minimum; m

be made to keep f'l'\

ari

pr——

UMMM >H &2 C

on
+

18 .
Tac
-8

less
mental
1(,.

is impossi to exaggcerate the ut f[{1th and vile stenc

towns and cities such as Karacni i New Delni
but the people are dirty everrwiere, The sight of womer
ning

ample

warm, fresh cow dung d patting it into little

3 of
Lepers or terrible cases of elephantiasis ma; encountered
child beggars, naked, legless, Or blin A universal sullen,
tude by the people who, at the same tlue, lose no opportunity
»r overcharie, is most irritesting. At night, for those quarterec
r hutments, it will frequently seem that a convention of jackals
staged just outside the tent flap. OUne must prepare hinself to

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

P
f the sights that will shocl more sensitive soul
1

is

veer




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

The people

are not her

autions should be observed en route anc
- at best under any circumstances, an

Certain miniwum heslth pre

ri

in the Theater. Travel is wes ¢
conditicns in India will prove strange and difficult in many respects.
hot water is quite rare. In some places, as at Karachi, wzter (cold) is
available for short periods three times a day. je when available,
peculiar Indian style about three degrees less c e than an
o Tollet facilities freguently consist e e bed, or
t ecting wi the sle 1g quarters, "bearers

n,
t

closet conn .
wverywhere, sweeping fl 5 3 "fea dusters” the yard
with goatekin bag water tank op tying 2 pots from und beds, mis-

placing your clotk

minimum health precautior
Get plenty of sleep. It
at first, than to be in the z
Eat carefn 4 rularaly, s ngly Eat only in army -
or atin ¥ ficer's Clubs. rink water

foode KX ar bowels

uch", ok
fruits and vegetables are surprisin and are
when esten in an Army mess,
Take minimum mesquito precautions. Sleep under a moscu
at all seasons and in all locations. Don't believe
bearers who will assure you that the mosg o8 are
dead. Mosquitoe and flies carry & variety of strange,
some cases incurable, diseases. Sleep under a net and
posed during the hours of darkness use the mosquito repellant
wbich is supplied. I ay no ) » mosguitos seem to
love it, but use it anyway
Keep away from natives a

eclally at first when

wrege-scale purchases
not necessary
h the same at I { *red States, dut
sed against invest-
tCe, wnry to

overcharged at 1 s worth.
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{ed officers should allot all but about
for ordinary living expenses. Sing

ing
above ope hundred dollars to themselves

is easy to send money if houdl accumulate, th
Office or by Fostal ] Ord (Or you can always get in

Officers here ahead of their unite will probably be on thezter p
which is tkree dollars per day in India. This is in adaition to the

provided in traneient camps or hotels. Obviously such officers will
about ninety dollars per month for food and living expenses.

Food will average about five rupees per day. That is about
.nd a half. The arrangement where officers are quartered in
ropean plan, five rupees per day, eat it or not. Where sta;
camps or travelling, the mess is usually one to two rupees
and quarters one to two rupees per &bt 7T total will rarely
about two dollars a orty cents, which is

per month expense
run about the
vary fron

three to el

it may cost

v~

"bearers"

ten to fifteen dollars a

P

Dm0 > &2

than one hundr
pect to serve
the form of

llars eac over fifty

ie

iollars in
41

ey will

thea

ver a ricket

ad a8
1d glve
few barber shovs ¢ t; one adjacen

and one in Calcut he Whiteaway, la

Laundries are known as dobbles,
for trans
is a serious inconvenlence, almost P polson ivy
and affects the same people as are allerg o polson t 18 caused
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*History of the 413th Signal Company Aviation

The 413th Signal Company Aviation, with one hundred and seventy four
enlisted men and five officer, drifted into the Port of Bombay at Ballard
Pler, at 0930 on the 3lst of March, 1944, after a tiresome and tedious
thirty seven days on the U.S.N.7T. Mount Vernon, unwelcamed by the far-from-
pleasant odors which reached our nostrils and amazed at the conglamoration
of filth, poorly kept buildings, crowded wharfs, beggars by the droves, and
a humidity which was already becoming unbearable. The first turbans we saw
weren't as picturesque as we had imagined - the Indian's dress appeared
dirty, old and ragzed. In one body we knew we wouldn't like India, yet, in
one body we all left the ship for that first six hour pass in the city of
Bombay on the first of April. In the meantime, we were relieved of our
fatiguing and frictional duties as ship guards; our tour of duty, thirty
saven solid days and nights, was finally completed. We were decidedly re-
lieved to be able to touch mother earth again, and to stretch out our legs -
be it on the lands of Indla or not.

»nHxH

It is almoet apparrent that few men enjoyed their pass in Bombay.
There had been 100 many strange things - too many strange looking folk,
The diseased gave us a feeling of uncleanliness; the beggars kept us won-
dering whether we should be sorry and give them something, or walk on and
say, "Thank God for the United Statee of America." Our first meals in
Bombay were 'snatches' for the most part, bananas being the most popular
edible and bad ice cream coming in a close second. Many of the men ended
their brief stay at the Red Cross canteen near the ship, sitting there
talking about who got gypped the most and by how much, and "How the Hell
are we ever going to get used to this rupee, Anna bdusiness?" Nearly the
entire company was back on board long before the nasses were concluded.
This was, although having been a miserable environment for 37 days, the
nearest to our homeland that we could now reach.

I‘\
G
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On the second day, we debarked - filled duffle bags and all our be-
longings, minus a number of losses from ‘slickers' on the ship, and an
imnense appetite for "Let's got there, wherever it ie, so that we can take
it easy for a few day." Those Indian traine were as amusing as a slapstick
comedy and helved us forget the realization that we had to sleep on the
hard boards, tiered four high. After the Red Cross had lined up beside us
to cater thelr cookies and cold drinks to an already famished aggregation,
we were off - not in a trail of dust, however, but idling mile after mile
bes‘de beggars along the tracks, the amounts seemingly increasing as we
progressed. Never have we seen s0 many youngsters (some of them could
barely walk for their age and physical build, yet a cigarette was welconmed
in an undescribable manner).

Our train had no schedule - it just ran on until someone up in a
poorly devised control tower ahead informed us that a "regular" was due
any minute from 'suck 'a such' a city. Those so-called 'regulars' really
did arrive any minute, as we had been told, but the minute in question
was any one of the many which accumulate to make up twenty-four hours. In
our G.I. book of India we leaned that time was an unimprotant element in
tais strange land, and that if an Indian sald he would meet us a ‘1\7 9'clock
one evening, it meant anywhere from five until midnight - now we knew he
book meant; it wasn't merely picturesque speech.

*History of the 413th Signal Company Aviation, dated 31 March 1944, Twentieth

Alr Force.
VLUV
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It wasn't bad enough that we had to sleep with our clothes on, plus
tightly fitting leggings, but the mees set-up was exceedingly poor. We
wasted many precious hours waiting in line at dirty, crowded railway
stations for poor meals. Cleaning facilities for our mess gear were even
worse - but we lived, and our company suffered surprisingly little disentary
and other 111 effects. Our malaria control discipline was excellent - no
one would think of forgetting his repellant ai sundown, uor would we allow
windows to be opened, while freon bombs were used 'by the numbers'.

We arrived at a particularly larce city (Nahiti) on the sixth, and
were left standing in the station nearly all day, while our amusement was
pitched high at the odd-acting natives. Not only were we amused when we
probably shouldn't have been, but our sympathies were aroused when victims
of venereal diseases and lepers approached the cars for gifts. One of the
most "entertaining" spots of the program presented by the Indians at this
station was a hair-pulling, kicking, slapping fight between Gypsies - the
female of the epecies - loud in their brilliant (yet soiled) attire, Had
any of us seen a couple of sisters in stateside fight as these girls did,
we would have made it our duty to do something about it, but here 1t was
smusing and brought cheers from the GI's as one 'pugilist' overdid the
other in an especially souand whack on the posterior or had managed to pull
out an exceedingly large handful of black, stringy and greasy looking hair
by the roots. Previously someone had mentioned "This must be the country
God forgot" - and now that statement was increasingly becoming a reality.
Anyvthing hitherto could happen, and happen 1t did!

Finally we departed from this station and in about an hour we had
reached a most dismal looking and bleak outpost. Our thoughts need hardly
be described, for we though that this was to be our home from now on. How-
ever, we were taken by surprise. The 413th wasn't to remain here, but was
to continue on - to where, no one knew! Everyone save our personnel left
the train, while we kidded the unluckies from the windows and brought on
a supply of ration which seened to be sufficient to last for at least a
couple of weeks. Speculation naturally rose to a new ebb as we departed
from the outpost, and unmindful of actualities, we pictiured ourselves in
China, Burma, or Assam - and eventually Tokyo itself!

r——

M0 >C &2

With the commanding of "icer of our organization as the train command-
er (and we had many more cars than we occupied), we agaln returned to the
stati n where we had spent the whole day in. Tragedy faced us imnediately
upon rolling into the yard - our locomotive had run over an Indian. One
leg was completely decapitated, yet he was living there beneath the wherls.
Cur boys were no' allowed near the scene, and we posted a guard to keeg
them away, even though most of the men were unaware of what had happened.
In the States an incident of this nature would have brought every Tom, Dick
and Harry to the scene in curiosity, dbut in India the passerby takes a
glance and continues on his way.

This same rallway station was our lodging for the night, and it was
here that we first noticed countless numbers of Indians sleeping on every
box available, on the pavement, in corners and in every vacant nook and
corner around - for many of them evidently have no homes. Among these
wanderers were many children, some as young as four and five years of age.

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

L _

Without a medical detachment and even without a clear knowledge of
where we were going, we departed the following morning. As serious as
the situation might have been, nevertheless we were almost enjoying our-
selves, being amused at the antics (and natural habits) of the Tndiane
along the way, and seeing the sights never before realized. On Good Friday
we were stopped at a siding 'somewhere in India' for a long time, and it wae
that spot where we all partook of wine which had suddenly appeared from no-
where amonget the rations. #With the wine we all turned domestic, ana
although water was at a premium, many men managed to save enough for shaving,
cleaning underclothes and sponge-bathing, using the G.I. helmet to another
untold advantage.

On the eighth we were abruptly awakened at about 0400 = evidently we
were where we were suprosed to be. In double time, practically, we bhad
unloaded ourselves and most of our equipment and were packed intc G.I. trucks,
driven through the streets of what we leaned later was Khargpur, and were
scon in the midst of a rising sun and our camp. Breakfast wasn't human,
what with hot cakes, syrup, sausages, hot coffee, it was just too good to
be true. We all though thies might not bde such a bad 'deal' after all. One
more ride in truckes after breskfast hurried us to the Signal Area of Eijli,
and were 'randed the keys' to twenty-two buildings, plus a lake - our home
for God only knew how long.

On the following day, Easter Sunday, we introduced ourselves to the
(Compounc®, Headquarters, XX Bomber Command, to personnel from stateside
who had beaten us over, and to the neighboring British troops. Some of us
attended Chapel but more of us sget to answering letters which had cropped
up on us in Bombay - all of us shared the limited supply of fresh water in
an attempt to finally clean ourselves up.

On the tenth the 413th officlally began operating, or constructing for
operations, for the headquarters of the XX Bomber Command - and, with sus-
picion of malaria surrounding the state of affairs, our first man entered
the hospital (dysentery then proved more 'popular' than the dreaded malaria
as the patient's record reached our headquarters).

As we were further acquainting ourselvee with mosquito netting, limited
water and long treks to the Headquarters Squadron mess hall, we were also
commencing a gigantic tack in the communications section at the compomnd -
and, too, learning as an oddity, that the compound was formerly a prison

once housed the seen 1y most popular figure in India, Mahatmas Ghandi.

.

Our firet inspection by the Commanding General came on the 20th of
nd wae 'pretty successful'. Personnel was rather provoked at the
it of having tc hold inspections when in overseas posts, dut we grad-
learned that such would be evident and needed in this zone of foreign

OQur own mess hall was under construction when we arrived, and we im-
mediately set to work hurrying it up, meanwhile messing witk headquarters
squadron. Our first meals in our own mess hall were eaten 'from a squatting

comment by R.S. /7 Reed Sass, Historical Officer, XX Bomber Jomn\nfj

L
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position', men positioning themselves on the floor, on the scarce benches
and on boxes which could be found here and there. We had no tables nor
chaire, and the cooks had to prepare food on concrete with holes cut in

the flat top, using charcual as fusl. Our fis21d ranges were inadequate

for all-cooking purposes. Eventually, however, the cooks constructed
shelves, pastry racks and otker cooking aids in order to turn out a better
meal. About five months after our arrival, the charcoal stoves were dis-
continued as we had finally acquired an additionsl field range and a number
of extra pots and pans from Quartermaster. Up until the same time, fresh
meat was unobtainable - we ate rations and much spam. Even at this period
our r-tion menu differs greatly from that which ie prevalent in the calcutta
area.

Up until just recently fresh eggs have been only a dream, but now we
are provided a Just amount, aiding the morale and the stomach situstion of
the men in the outfit. Repetition of meale was exceedingly prevslent up
until now, and even yet we are very limited in diversifying our orders.
BEggs and French toast are served for brezkfast at lesst three times each
a week, while Vienna sausages, spam, corned beef and salmon is a 'must’.

We have no steem table and therefore mees personnel hae had quite a
time attempting to keep food warm on the serving counter. Frogress is now
being made on the much-needed table, from salvaged parts obt-ined at the
air strip. Steam tables are badly needed in order to keep food inviting
to the men, as this type of company works on odd shifts and the time allot-
ment for serving of meals covers at least two hours for each meel.

The dining room itself is fastly taking on a homey appearance, with
renovated floor, artificial ceiling, new paint, masonite table tops, ash
trays, etc.

L
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Another difficulty run into was keeping food from spoiling and the
fce situation. At first the men were drinking water at sbout 90 degrees
temperature - and had to like it. All the ice we were able to get at first,
which was very little, was obtained from C:-lcutta. Added to tkis discontent
was the all important fact that our groceries could not be kept because of
lack of cooling system. A great amount spoiled continuously.

B

The ice situation hae recently changed with the comnstruction and com-
mencement of operations of the new ice plant at Salue - our ments and other
pverishables now are kept well, =nd the men always are provided with refresh-

ing cold drinks at every meal. -,

During the summer months one of our drivers collided with an Indian
eivilian riding a motorcycle. The enlisted man was road-testing a quarter-
ton, four by four Ford at the time. The civilian ran in front of him from
a side road without giving warning of such approach, and the cese was in-
vestigated by Army officials who found the Indian in the wrong. * * *

"he Wire Section has had 'fun', though, if you want to call it fun or
humorous incldents. 'n night one of the boys started to climd a pole and
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was nearly to the top when hie hand came in contact with a rougnt moving
object. Thinking the object was a snake, he jumped from the pole, without
injury, and closer observation proved the 'cobra' to be a harmless lizard -
the trouble-shooting continued. On another occasion, the men were shooting
trouble on a line out to the base. The boys nad never deem sut on this line
previously, so they began walking the distance. Flashlights were a*t a pre-
mium and one of the men fell into a hole. He was fortunate enough to grad
the root of a tree and pull himself up. More close examination reveeled
the hole to be an abandoned well, approximately 30 feet deep, with pleces
of debris floating around in it. And then there was the case of tke bats
one of the boys was up on a pole which housed one of our outside terminal
strips and, upon opening the can, found three bats and a lizard all very
indignant about the whole thing and aroused at the soldier boy's interfer-
ing with their home and 'young 'uns' - while our man became amazed at the
advantages of a mere can on a pole. * * *

Relations among radio sections and our Allies have been very indirect.
We have occasionully helped them with their eguipment and when they lacked
trained nersonnel, and we have handled communicaticns for them. These have
been, however, isolated cases.

Climate and terrain have been uncomfortable to all in the radio units
because we've had to go to work in the heat and in the rain, and the road-
riding has been none too smooth., Mechenics have had additional struggle of
fixing keying lines in the mud, in the heat, and irn the tangled undergrowth
of the jungles. These repairing tripe were made on several occasiocns only
becsuse some Indian, through ignorance or cussedness, slashed through the
keving cable to obtain himself a plece of wire to use as a belt, a rope,
line, or something else of an unimportant nsture.

w

On the 15th of September we celebratec being together as a group of
personnel for two years. We had, as individuals, been working and playing
together for two years since the activation of the 390th Signal Company
Aviation in Walla Walla, Washington of the fifteenth of September, 1942.

At Camp Pinedale, California, we hed been reallocated and asesigned to the
duties originally scheduled for the 413th Signal Company Aviation - they

in turn, exchanged for our title and duties. Helping us to celedbrate in

the decorated mess hall was the Commanding General, Major General Curtis E.
LeMay, and his executive officer, Brig. Gen. John E., Upston, and other high-
ranking officlals, intermingled with junior officers and men alike. It was
& manmoth affair, and festivities ran on and on until the wee hours of the
norning.

Dm0 0> &R

In October our first men were sent to Fest Camps at Ranikhet and Dar-
Jeeling, and closely following this procedure were men on furlough seeing
the sights of Indis. Three day passes have been granted men every month
since our arrival, and all men are given at least one day off a week, 1if
possible, in order to prevent war fatigue. Our recreational program has
been immense and successful - the softball team carried the base champion-
ship; the volleyball team came in a close second; we have entries in the
boxing shows; and right nocw our two touch football teams are riding the
crest of the upper brackets in the base league. Variety in entertainment
is also our lot, and we provide men for musical programs in the ares weekly.
Our dny room is the best on the post, furnished with one thousand dollars
worth of fine furniture, radio, ping pong tables, public address system, etc.,

and we even pride ourselves of a bar in "Duration Den", as the recreational
room is cslled. * * ¢
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SHISTORY OF HEADQUARTERS SECOND AIR TRANSPORT SQUADRON (MOBILE)

1. At 0001, April 22, 1944, the Second Air Transport Squadron (Mobile)
becams activated, to begin her helping hand in the war effort of the Unlted
Statez of “merica. ILieutenant Colonel Clyde A. Ray assumed command of the
Squadron at Homestead Army Alr Base, Homestead, Florida on the above date.

Little did the men realize that, as of that date, they were des-
tined to see practically the whole world.

While activation date was April 22, 1944, plans and versonnel were
moulding into this day practically one month previous. Flying Officers,
Ground Officery, Crews, and all types of personnel thet go to make up a
flying unit were called in from all over the United States to become part
of this unit which was and is destined to play an important part in the over-
all war effort of the United States Armr Air Forces.

Men began trickling into Homestead Army Alr Base, Homestead, Florida
from the fifteenth of April omn till the fifteenth of May.

Before the Commanding Officer lay the tremendous task of moulding a
unit together within tairty day. Could it be done? To take three hundred
and fifty men who had never been together before and weld them into a wit
able to go over seas and do her part in the war effort seemed an impossible
task. It had been done but once before. Well it could be done, as was and
is being proven every day since that eventful April 22, 1544 when the Second
Alr Transport Squadron (Mobile) began its' historical career with the Unfted
States Army Air Forces.

w

And so begine the saga of the Second Air Transport Sguadron (Mobile).

s

S 0> &2

2. Our firet month we will call chapter numsber one, which, deals with
our tenure of duty in the states, the formation of our unit into a smootn
working organization.

Squadron Headgquarters was set wp in one of the buildings easily acces-
sible to all. Squadron Operations under the very capable leadership of
Captain Frank Sylvester and Captain Robert Hawley was set up in the Base

Operations Hangar.

- —v—

The first few days took up processing and was a rather tiresome if not
monotonous job. Soon the Squadron began to take shape and look like an
organization rather than a group of men wandering aimlessly about without a
definlte pnrpose in mind. A large amount of credit for this can be given to
Captaln Ralph L. Stevenson, the Squadron Adjutant. Within two weeks he had
performed the almost unbelievable task of having three hundred and fifty nen
working together as a very efficient unit.

Life at Homestead, Florida was very interesting and always we were at
an edge waiting for the day that would eventually come, D-day. ZEverything
possible that we mizht need overseas was thought of. A washing machine,

*Headquarters, Second Alr Transport Squadron (Mobile) dated 15 August 1944
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in the eveant that we should be someplace without facilities for washing
our clothes, a refrigerator, pressure cookers, Special service equioment
and countless other things that would make 1ife easier. The Lucky Strike
Corporation gave us two hundred thousand cigarettes. On the gseventeenth
of May, the Officers held a final shindig and get together at Winnie's

-~ Fiptide im Hiami Bsach. -An vhat a time wis had by all! The enlisted men
were also given special passes and transportation into Miami for their
final blowout in the States. After this date we were restricted to the
Base and we knew that D-day was not far off. Much hustling and bustling
around took place. Lt. William Davis took a trip to Ohio for Tech supplies.
Ships were going all over the states picking up our last minute wants.

And then on the twentieth of May we were alerted for immediate shipment
sverseas. And so it goes. Twenty four hours later the orders came and
after Church services at midnight, twenty C-46s' with Lieutenant Colonel
Clyde A. Ray at the helm lined up on the runway at 0200, May 22, 1944, ready
for tae unannounced destination. ZEngines were started; they spit and they
fumed, ms if to show that they were mad at leaving the states, and still
madder at the enemy that they were soon to run across.

w

» *o

At precisely 0200, Lieutenant Colonel Ray's ship sped down the runway,
ready for the longest single, complete, thorough movement in the history
of the Army Alr Forces. In but a few seconds he was on his way, circling
the field and off into the darimess of the night. For the next one bhour
and forty minutes (every five minutes) a Second Air Transport Souadron (Ib)
C-46 took off for an unannounced destination. Rumors were rampant as to
where we were going. It could be India, it could be Europe, 1t could be
Fussia. No one kmew but everyone felt that they nhad the right idea. And
then to our great surprise our pilots opened up the secret orders and we
were destined for Deversoir, Egypt. Many many thousands of miles away. It
seemed as thoush all the things we had read and heard about from the time
we were eight or nine years old were going to unfold right before us. Truer
words were never spoken.

Mmoo

w0~
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And so begins the second chapter of the saga of the Second Air Transport
Squadron (Mobile).

3. Our first leg of the journey was from Homestead, Florida to Boringuen,
Puerto Rico. And even though with approximately twenty men to & ship already
fully loaded down with equipment, the ride was very confortable. Both of-
ficers and enlisted men were more than pleasantly surprised with Borinquen
and a very enjoyable relaxation period was had by all. However it was not
to be our fortune to spend any more time than necessary at any stop along
the route. And at 0200 the following morning we were winging our way once
again to Atkinson, British Gulana. From there we sped onward to Belea,
Brazil and from there to Natal. And then we all realized that the coming
hop was the most exciting. We held our breaths, as here was the hop that
everyone talked about but few had had any experience with it. It was to
be a hop over nothing but water from Natal, Brazil (the Jumping off spot)
to the "Rock". Ascension Island, somewhere out in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean. The fact that but a few months previous this trip would have created
history did not phase any of the men whatsoever. Everytaing was belng taken
in stride. The Pilots were as cool as could be. Their coolness gave a note
of confidence to all the men who did not have the knowledge of what a tre-
méndous hop this was to be. Well, twenty ships took off from Katal, Brazil
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beginning on the night of the twenty fourth and twenty ships hit the "rock"
right on the button the following morning. Remained there but long enough
to gas up and away we were again. This time our destination was to be Accra.
AlsO & very long hop over water. Accra was tho flist eiop in what we would
all term the foreign lands. It was on the Gold Coast of Africa. From there
we Look off for Maduguri. This leg nearly proved to be fatal and was our
only mishap of the whole journey. Six of our planes were told to land at
Kano. This took place at about 1000 on the twenty seventh of May. At 1400
we were told to proceed to Maduguri and join the rest of our Squadron. While
on the runway, one of the ships got out of control and careened madly down
the runway. Lieutenant Frank Arlaskas proved the first hero of our unit
when he succeeded in getting his ship out of the way of the oncoming monster
and saving forty lives in doing so. No one was injured, thanks to God, and
we continued on our merry way. We snent the nigzht Maduguri and the follow-
ing day visited the native town. It was very interesting but we all hoped
we were not going to be stationed near such a village. The following night
we took off for Khartoum, Anglo Egyptian Sudan. And from there we were to
leave for our final destination., Without an illness, without a serious mie-
hap, the following day we arrived at our final destination, Deversoir, Egypt.
Exactly nine days from leaving the United States of America. History had
been made and the United States Army Air Forces had one more unit to be ex-
ceedingly proud of. So ends the story of the first long journey made by

the Second Air Transport Souadron (Mobile). We jumped out of the shivs,
happy that our trip was over and were ready to settle down to a calm aray
life on the banks of the Suez Canal, not far from Cairo. But we were to be
agreeably or disagreeably surprised in the near future.

So begins the third chapter in the short but exciting life of the
Second Air Transport Squadron (Mobile).

P

4. Deversoir is known as the Country Club of the Middle Eastern
Theatre. That it was. The weather was temperate. Swimming was in order
daily in the Suez. A shuttle ran twice daily to and from Cairo. We were
all able to see the pyramids and other main points of interest and educa-
tion.

SUEen > &R

Within forty eight hours after landing we were operating efficiently
as a Squeadron. Movies were held nizhtly in an open air theatre. The Red
Cross served coffee and doughnute nightly to the enlisted men and they had
en excellent Service Mens' club. The morale of the unit was very high.
The Officers' bad a fine Officers' club. All in all it was a splendid
set-up.

However there was still a question as to what and whereto our mission
might be and where it would take us. he Commanding Officer went to Casa
Blanca to secure information regarding our mission dbut reached no definite
conclusion. And then tragedy struck in a mild manner, One of the enlisted
mens' barracks burned to the ground destroying all their persomal belongings.
Here the Red Cross came to our help and secured the men the necessary toilet
articles and items that were sorely needed. Mail became muddled up, due to
APQ changes and we did not receive mail for many weeks. Still the morale
renained high. Then when everything was going smoothly, one evening about

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED
— et

i;fi,,'l."zf

2100, orders came to proceed to Kalaikundha, India to carry out our mission.
That night proved to Lieutenant Colonel Clyde A. Ray and to all others
interested in the welfare and guidance of the Second Air Transport Squadron
(Mobile) that we were realy an efficient, smooth working organization. We
completely loaded our shipe that nigh in the darkness and bid farewell ¢2
the wonders of Egypt that following morning. A verfect take-off was made
and we were no enroute to the land of mystery and enchantment. So concludes
the third chapter in our Squadron memoirs.

5. The trip to Kalaikundha, India was uneventful with the exception
of two historical sigats. That of the Holy Land and flying over the Taj
Mahal. We stopped at Iran and also at Karacii, Indis. Then from Kerachi,
India we headed for our final destination (temporarily). En route Captain
Jules Prevost, our genial engineering Officer, beca:e cuite 111 and for a
few days 1t seemed as though we were going to lose a very good and valuable
man. However good fortune stayed with our unit, as it had from the day we
activated and he rejoined us once again in verfect health.

So begins the fourth chapter in the exciting travelogue of the Second
Air Transport Squadron (Mobile).

6. Life came to Kalaikundha, India on the fourteenth of June, 1944,
Things were in a greet muddle uvon landing. First off, we did not know
where we were going to "chow", second we did not know where we were going
to sleep; and happy menmories of the States and Deversolr were running widly
through our minds. So we bitched and we moaned as 2l]l soldiers are expected
to do and proceeded to get our chow and find a place to sleep. That was our
firet experience in Kalalkundha.

(=}

On the following day we proceeded to start the ball rolling. Scouadron
Headquarters was set up on the line as was operations. A branch exchange
was set up where a man could cool his whistle after an extremely warm day
of work. Some of our early daye in Kalaikundha were spent under a tempera-
ture of 130 degrees. Within a couple of days things were back to normal
nd we were once agein operating as efficiently as conditions would warrant.
The Engineering section was operating twenty four hours a day to "keep
flying" and our mission had begun. Constantly there was traffic from here
to Chengtu, China via the "Hump." Within a matter of but a few weeks our
Squadron had surpassed the record of any previous organization. In most
cases it was the moet thrilling experience the pilots and crews had ever
bad. Flying over epemy territory with the possibility of a few Zeros on
your tall was and is no joke. The first mission of the Second Air Transvort
Squadron (Mobile) was and 1s to carry fueld and supplies to China. The main
item is gasoline. Generally the men make five comsecutive trips over the
"Hump" and then back to Kalikundha for a brief rest. The system has since
been changed whereby the men go direct from here to Jorhat and then over
the "Hump" to China and after a ten hour rest period, return to Kalaikundha,
vhere they are made ready for another trip over. A mild epidemic of malarias
broke out amongst our radio operators and five of them were knocked down.
Cur Flight Surgeon, Leslie M. Lisle, has done an exceptional job in the
nedical care of our organization.

Ome-m~Gnnd>r
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And then the "Raine Came". What we had read about in the sixth and
seventh grades in our geography classes about India and the Monsoon;
finally came to pass and realism was once more brought before our eyres
throuzh the mysteriocus 1life of the Second Alr Transport Sguadron (Mobile).
it reined and rained some more, Some Of the tenis werec flcoded awav.

But still we came back for more and then we were given the order to move

to a new area on the field. Once again our mobility was proven and we

set ourselves up in quite fashionable quarters. At present date things

are running smoothly., But twc ships have become Class-26 in our operatione
over the "Hump"., W¥e are hanging up a record over all operations that will
tndoubtedly never be surpassed. All the Pilots want, is to be able to keep
flying. They would fly twice as much if they were allowed to. And so this
date, Just one week lacking four monthe of our activation of the Second Alr
Transport Squadron (Mobile) we take leave temporarily of the thrilling saga
of the greatest mobile unit in the United States Army Air Forces today.

s/ Horace H. Gaffney
t/ Horace H. Gaffney

1st. Lt. As Co,

Historical Officer
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*HISTORY OF HEADWUARTEES SECOND AIR TRANSPORT SQUADRON (MOBILZE)

The (Mobile) seems to have left our adiress and we have become more
or lese permanent party at Kalaikunda Army Alr Base. So be it; we have
become accustomed to staying in one place and as the field nhas changed
considersbly for the better since we have arrived, we have no complaints.

During the month of August our total tripes over the "Hump" fell to
155 trips. Our previocus trip total for a month bad been 206 trips. The
reason for the drop is due to the fact that the length of our missions had
been increased approximately 40%. Instead of loading at Jorhat and taking
our load over, we were loading at our home field and just stopping at Jorhat
long enough to gas up. This met with disapproval in many minde but to no
avell. So we continued on fulfilling our mission and doing an excellent
Job.

As we are now in the midst of our mission for the USAAF, it would be
well at the moment to give a little description of the actual mission that
a crew participates in. The usual hours of takeoff from Kaliakunde are
from ten at night till ten in the morning. The crews are awakened and
given one hour to report to operations. Their ship is fully loaded with
the gasoline they are taking to China and after clearing through Base Opera-
tions they are ready to go. Actual flying time of this mission from Kalai-
kunda, India to Tsinching, China is approrimately 9 hours and 30 minutes.
The usual route is from here to Jorhat where the ship is gassed and the crew
usually stop and eat at the line mess. This takes about en hour. And then
the takeoff to tbe final deetination. The total time for Jorhat to Chira
is apporximately 5 hours. About 30 minutes after takeoff, the crew put on
their oxygen masks and from that time until reaching China about forty minutes
from destination trhey are worn. Usual altitude for flying is approximately
16,500 and it gets extremely cold. Sometimes you fly at 20,700 and over.
It is the most tarilling, hazardous journey in the effort of the USAAF today.
Nearly all the time you are flying on instruments and are not able to see &
thing. The clonds come in handy however, as there is always a possibility
of meeting & Jap. It has happened. Some of the thrilling experiences that
have happened on the Hump are having both engines cut out. Through the
Grace of God, however, they come back in. Secondly, icing up to such an
extent that you are constantly losing altitude and have to throw your druns
of gasoline overboard. It is something you will never forget, to see the
crew tie themselves to the side of the ship at 20,000 feet and open the
hatch and start rolling these big drums of gaesoline overboard. It gives
one a feeling of apprehension to be at 20,000 feet and seeing the boys throw
off the pay load. It makes you wonder if now the time has come and you are
going to have to bail out. That is a feeling--20,000 feet, ice cold, breath-
ing from an oxygen tank and wondering whetier you are going to parachute
through that cold thin air. So far after 532 trips over the Hump to this
day, we have not hed to jusp. Thank God and may it continue. Upon arriving
at the fleld, known as A-l in Cnina, we are met at the ship witk transporta-
tion to elther the mees or the Hostel in which we stay. On first making
these trips, the boys could hardly get there fast enough in order to have
come of the "eggesses" that have been sadly lacking since leaving the States.
Also one of the features at this fleld is the hot shower you are able to take.
A Chinese coolie fills five gallon bucket with hot water, and then you turn
on a sprinkler system on the bucket and get a nice warm shower. Then for

S
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* History of Headquarters Second Air Transport Squadron (Mobile) dated 26
September 1944
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the Pilots and crew it is usually time for relaxation. They usually "hit
the sack" or play some poker and as a rule, in the evening, there is a
movie. Some of the Loys go inte cze of the villagee close by. That is,
01d Teinching Just off the runway, Or New Tsinching which is across the
river and is only reached by taking & sampan over the river. Both these
villages are interesting and an education to us who are fortunate enough

to visit trem. There is one nice place to eat in 014 Tsinching called

the "Stork Club," very different from what we have at home but them it is
diversion. You are able to get roast duck, roast chicken, chow meins, and
those that wish, can partave of the old "liquid spirit" in the form of
Chinese wirne. It isn't toc bad but due to its sweetness you do not drink
zuch of it. The Chinese are very friendly to us and constantly put their
thumb in an erect position and give us Ting Hao (Very Good.) Then upon
darkness, the boys return to thelr hostels and go through once agein the
same routine that takes place over on this side of the Hump. Those that
are "going out" are usually awakened anywhere from three until six in the
morning and prepared for takeoff. If you are fortunate emough to leave

in the early morning just before or at sunrise, you get the thrill of your
life. It ie usually clear and the scenic beauty ie more than this writer
can express. The mountains tbat seem to touch the sky, covered with snow
and ice look like dismonde eparkling in the early morning sun. You see
little villagee or a single hut on the top of a cliff or peak and you wonder
how on earth those people living there get supplies or how they live. Some
of then, undoubtedly, have never visited civilization. And still life goes
on. You see the winding rivers many thousand feet below that look so small
that they resemble creeks that you used to look for pollywogs when you were
a youngster. On a clear day it is very seldom that a trip gets monotonous.
1f tiere is ever a Shangri-La in tkis world, owr boys fly over it. Then
after about four hours on the return trip you land at Jorhat and once again
are prepared for your last leg home. The average of our pilots in tripe
over the Hump so fer rums about 25 trips which is a tremendous average.

V5]

Only second to the thrill of flying the Hump comes the thrill of
flying "special missions" from our base at Tsinching, China on up into
the advanced forwerd area. These missions run practically to the Jap lines.
It takes a tremendous amount of courage to fly our ships (without guns or
armor) into nearby enemy territory and alwaye the possibility of being
attacked by enemy aircraft. Lts. Grossoehme, Paxton, Klasmier, Arlaskas
are just a few of the pilots who have flown to within a few m'les of the
Jap lines to take supplies and parts, thus enabling snother wounded super-
fort to again be airborne for another raid. One of our C-46's hae been hit
by Japanese bombs and its wings were badly shot up. However, at this writ-
ing, it 1s airborne again.

CRCESEC NS R R s i~

We would like to take time for a moment to pay the pilote and crew
nembers a tribute.

Seldom, if ever, in the history of all the Air Forces of the world,
have a group of men undertaken such a dan.erous mission. It seems nearly
iupossible that a man has 80 many qualities and steadiness about him that
he cen go on taking these trips day in and day out. No signs of fear,
althourh apprehensive, they are always smiling as if they can't walt the
thrill which awaits them on every trip.. There 1s always somethiag new.
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The round-trip is approximately 20 hours and about 18 of them are under
constant pressure. But our boys, each and every one of them are unques-
tionably some of ihe greatest pilote in the world today. Qur hat goes off
to each and everyone of them in extreme admiration for the remarkable sincere
job that tney are doing to preserve the type of 1life that we love to live.

We are very sure if the people back home knew the extreme hazards that these
boys are under, the fellows would be the cream of the Air Forces unon their
return home to the States. We can't express fully the admiration that we
all have for them.

Now back to the Squadron. On the first of September, the enlisted
men had a grand opening of the Sguadron club. Here they serve drinks and
it given the boys a chance to relax after a hard days work, Everyone has
settled down to a normal daily routine and the morale of our unit is just
about as good as any unit in this or any other theatre. Everyone gets
along well. There is a very friendly feeling between the Officers and En-
listed Men. Sport between them are always excellent contests to watch.

The men have a fine day room and all in all there is not much that tne boys
could want.

Effective on the first of September, all our first pilots became First

Lieutenants, Capt. Hawley, Chief Pilot, was promoted to the rank of Major as
was Capt. Frank Sylvester, our genial Operations Officer. Two ground Officers
were also promoted; 2nd Lt. W. Simmons and 2nd Lt. Walter French became First
Lieutenants.

As always, a bit of sorrow is intermingled with all your happiness to
make 1ife what it 1s. And sorrow and tragedy struck our Squadron on the
8 Sept 44. Lt. Dave Hayden, Pilot, F/O Francis Johnson, Co-Pilot, S/set
Okie Venable, Crew Chief, Corporal Charles Cooper, Radio Operator, and Corp.
Paul Kenny, Ass't Crew Chief took off on a mission from Kalaikunda to China
in the early morning hours of 8 Sept and have never been heard of since. A
finer crew was not in our organization, and while they are probably in an-
other world today, they live keeply in the hearts of the men in the Squadron.
Undoubtedly they have jolaoed other Air Heroes who have given their lives
attempting to secure and preserve the happiness of thelr fellow men. There
was a bit of irony to this tragedy. Corporal Paul Kenny, Ass't Crew Chief,
had never taken a trip over the Hump. And as far as he was concerned, he
wasn't. And then, as all men are, he wished to secure the thrill that his
fellow friends have had and decided to take that journey which was to be
his last. And so to you five men who have gone to the land where you can
watch over our men who are fiying, we will never forget you, and thanks
from the bottom of our hearts for helping us fulfill our mission in this
great struggle.

D -0 > PR

On the twenty-second of September, the base opened the base Officers’

Club. We had all contriduted 30 rupees for its building and it is really
worth considerably more. On this night, once again, the Second Air Transport
boys got together and really had a good time. We are now entering our eixth
month since activation and fifth month overseas, and we can truthfully say
that a better bunch of fellows could have never gotten together in one group.
Occasionally there is bitterness and sarcasm, but show us a group of men that
doesn't happen with. And yet, even though there is an occasional outbreak,
pinned down, every man in the squadron would do anything for each and every
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man in it., We are all just a group of men banded together to do a Job
(our part in this evolution of history) and we feel that under the leader-
ship of our Commanding Officer that we are doing thet Job.

s/ Horace H. Gaffney

t/ HORACE H. GAFFNEY,
Lst Lt., Air Corps,
Historical Officer.
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Guam, largest of the Marianas Islands,is
gituated little more than 1500 miles from
Tokyo. The island, about 32 miles long and
4 - 10 miles wide has an area of approximate-
ly 225 square miles or about three times that
of Saipan. Due to its size, good harbor, and
strategic location, Cuam became the most im-
portant single island on the roed to Japan
and ultimate victory over the Japanese, Head-
quarters for Fleet and B-29 operations in the
Pacl fie, it has three large Superfort bases
and numerous Naval Air Flelds,
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The battle for Guam,

in the Pacific, wa

tant waged by U.S, Sol
and

v -

Rear Admiral Richard L.

COMMANDER OF AMPHIBIOUS OP
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Several conciderati led to this decision, From the
point, of target selection, Japan's industrial system, in-
it did a large number of small workshops, scattered
urban areas, Was par 3 te incendiary
against these areas. In addition it was hoped that the
h intensity fires started by the various incendiary bombs
soread to the priority targets located within the large
‘owever, these factors by themselves were not sufficient
:se the change., Rather, the most important consideration
this change made nossible a concurrent change
Urban area attacks, do not require the same
accuracy as precislion targets.
descired destruction could be accomy
hods even when cloud conditicns completely obscured
the weather obstacles could be overcame.

ras further decided to attack by night with individual
bombing at altitudes ranging from 5000 to 8000 feet.
ci advantzges offered by this method were the followin

Greatly increased bomb load, resulting from

tion flying and climbing to very high bombing altitud

sreater cffectiveness by reducing losses :nd aborts
by the str on engines and other parts of the aircraft

he low altitude involved the risk of
fire, it was felt that the advantages
y night fighter strength would outweigh

+

five night attacks agai..st
ithin ten days, commencing with the
h larch against Tckyo. In this ten
wings, one of which, the 31L4th, was
€ iispatched 1,595 B-29 sorties
9,565 tons of bombs from altitudes averaging 7,000
four m:jor urban areas, and destroying 32 square riles
d and higlly industrialized area: The
he missions g vircraft

.
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180 square miles of industrial urban areas of Japan were
out. The industrial productive capacity of 61 cities
yed and a population of 21 million Japanese people

602 major war factories were destroyed or severly damaged.
This included aircraft factories, oil and frvel installations,
arsenals, stell plants, and other industries. Not included, are
the thousand: of small feeder factorics destroyed during in-
cendiary attacks.

159,802 tons of bombs were dropped on Japanese targets. The
Air Force averaged 1193 tons DAILY on Japan during the last three
months of operation.

Over one micsion tons of Japanese shipping were destroyed
by Air Force linec., The 20th Air Force flew 1782 sorties and
pped 12, 998 mines in this campaign which seriously curtailed
Japanesc water transportation and harbor facilities.

-

G
E

33,047 Bombcr and 8,381 Fighter sorties were flown against
Japan.

-
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REQCCUPATION OF GUAM

The campaign in the southern Marianas wes extended to Guam about the
middle of July, Guam, of course, was a different story than Saipan or
Tinian, The island, largest of the Marianas, had been an American possession
until the Japs seized it after Pearl Earbor, Guamanians were Americans,
and proud of it,

The terrain of Guam was rugged and mountainous, particularly so in the
southern part, offering excellent cover and protection to the enemy in the
numerous caves and brush areas, The island, about 32 miles long and 4.10
milee wide, has an area of approximately 225 square miles--about three
times that of Saipan, Geologically Guam consists of two distinct and dis-
eimilar parts, In the north it is & raised limestone plateau, covered
elmost wholly by dense low vegetation except where it has been cleared away
for farming or for defense purposes, In the southern half there is & range
of volcanic peaks towering at one point to about 1,300 feet, On the western
shore it drops off abruptly into the sea with short and steep valleys run-
cing to the rocky shore, There are, however, many small sandy bays, divided
by rocky points, The eastern shore, though bordered with steep cliffs and
exposed to the ocean swells, slopes more gently, with larger valleys and
big streams, rone of which is navigable,

The population of Guam in 1933 was about 22,000 persons, less than 1,000
of whom were Americans, mostly naval personnel, The remaining inhabitants
were largely native Chamorros, who have always maintained a friendly attitude
toward the Americans, As the Japanese have held Guam only since its capture
by them on December 10, 1341 (east longitude time), there has been no time
for them to build up on the island & populace similar to that at Saipan,
vhere the majority of the people were Japenese immigrants and consequently
hostile to the conguering Americans,

Guam wes the first American territory captured by the Japanese and when
conguered in the campaign was the first sizable inhabited possession of the
United States to be retaken from the enemy, The island's small garrison
of sailors and Marines wes overwhelmed by the Japanese two days after the
attack on Pearl Harbor and the survivors, including five women nurses &and a
large pumber of American civilian construction workers, were taken priconer,

CRCRSI RS R RN ol s o =

Posseseion of Guam, little more than 1,500 miles from Tokyo and the
Philippines, gave to the United States one of the best harbores in the west-
ern Pacific and, with Saipan and Tinian provided excellent facilities for
air bases dominating large areas of the western Pacific, Occupation of the
southern Marianas also increased the isolation of the Japanese bases in the
western Carolines, bypassed and virtually neutralized by repeated bombings,

The campaign in the southern Marianas was extended to the lsland by
United States assault troops who made landings on the 2let of July and on
Tinian three days later, Both islands had been heavily bombed esnd shelled
by our air and sea forces for many days in preparation for the invasion, The
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air a1 sea bombardment of Guam was one of the heaviest and most sustained
ever conducted by our Fleet in the Pacific, Carrisre-baseda planes pit the
island with bombs and rocket projectiles for 17 consecutive days before the
lendings--627 tons of bombs and 147 rocket projectiles on the day before the
assault, Surface craft, including battleships, shelled enemy positions on
Guem daily for a week, Thousands of tons of shells were hurled on beach
defenses, gun positions and other Japanese installations along the western
coast of the island, particularly in the area between Agana, the capitol of
Guam, and Orote Peninsula, site of the major airfield,

Simultaneous landings were made at two places on the west coast of
Guam early in the morning of the 2lst Dy assault troops of the Third Amphibi-
ous Corps, Elements of the Third Marine Division, veterans of the Bougain-
ville invasion, went ashore in the vicinity of Asan, just east of Apra
Earbor; First Provieional Marine Brigade, which includes such famous units
as Carlson's Raiders, landed anear Agat, south of Orote Peninsula and Aprea
Haroor, The assault waves proceeded with precision, permitting all attack
units and tneir weapons, including tanks and artillery, to be landed as
planned, Some mortarfire wes received by the initial waves on the beaches
at Agat prior to landing, but on the beaches to the north, between Asan and

Adelup Point, mortar fire did not commence until after several waves had
landed,

Good beachheads were secured at both esssault points with very moderate
casualties among the attacking troops, As our Marines moved inland. how-
ever, resistance stiffened, especially at tne northern beachhead, which was
subjected to heavy mortar fire throughout much of the day and nig. ;, Early
in the morning of the 224, the eastern sector of our northern beachheau was
heavily attacked by the Jepanese from prepared positions at Chonito cliff,
which rises sharply from the beach between Adelup Point and Agana, ¥Foi a
short time the situation wes critical, but the attack was broken up with the
assistance of artillery, naval gunfire and air strikes,

On the right flank of the northern beachhead consideratle progress wes
made early in the msssault and by evening of the 23rd, the third day ef the
invesion, Piti town and all of Cabdras Island had been occupied by the
Merines, From Capras Island, which forms the upper arm inclosing Apra
Harbor, our ertillery could dominate the harbor and Orote Peninsula, which
forms the southern boundary of Apra anchorage, Troops of the Third Marine
also controlled the roads between Apra and Agena and one of the trails
leading to Mt, Tenjo, the highest point in this part of Guam,

Japanese troops during the first night of the invasion of Guam also
strongly attacked tne beachnead at Agat, south of Orote, Here the First
Provisional Marine Brigade, reinforced by elements of the Seventy-teveuih
Army Division repulsed the enemy attack, killing 268 Japanese and destroy-
ing 5 tanks, On tne following day our troops expanded the beachhead in all
directions, capturing Mt, Alifan and extending the flanks widely on both
sides, Orote Peninsula and all the Japanese defending it had been cut off
from the rest of the island by the 2ith when our troops pressing north from
Agat crossed the base of the peninsula and reached Apra Harbor, The gap

-2 -
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between our two beacnheads wes closed on the 25th when our forces from Asan
and Azat made contact on the east shore of the hartor, tms giving them
control of about i2 miles of coastliine, Tne American llnes on the 29th ex-
tended from & point about midway between Bangi Point and Facpl Point, south
of Apra Harbor, in & general nortoward direction across the base of Orote
peninsula, along the eastern shore of Apra Harbor, then east as far as Adelup
Point, The line was reported to have extended inland as much as three miles
at some places, probably in the area east of Agat, The Japanese appeared to
be strongly emplaced at the base of Orote Peninsula and in the sector between
Adelup Point and Agans, Both of these areas and the enemy's rear had been
subjected to continued heavy shelling by surface craft and frecuent attacks

y carrier planes,

Japenese strength on Guam wes believed to be about the seme as that of
Sa._.a garrison, but the troops were reported to be of better caliber and
supplied with new equipment, It wae .nough® that & considerable part of
Guem garrison was stationed in the ~.ra tarbor area and on Orote Peninsula:
these were virtually ° .olated from the main enemy force around Agena and in

her parts of the isiand's interior, The Japenese had already suffered

neavy casualties but, as in the Saipan campaign, they resisted to the last
man, In the first 5 deys of fighting on Guam, Japanese dead numbered &t
leagt 2,400, Our casualties were light on the first day, but at Guam, as at
Saipan, heevy resistence developed after the beachheads had been established
and our troops started inland, Through the 25th our losses numbered Lu3
xilled, 2,366 wounded and 209 missing,

Trne backbone of Japanese resistence on Guam's southwest coast was broken
on the 26th when our invesion forces fought off two desperate early morning
counter-attacks - one by the enemy troops trapped on Orote Penineula, the
other by the Japaness who had been stubbornly blocking extension of our left
fienk toward Agana, In severs fighting during the nignt of the 25th and the
pre-dawn hours of ths 2bth, at least 2,400 Japaness wers killed before our
troops broke up the attack and drove the enemy back,

Troops of the Firet Provieional Marine Brigade, which had cut acrouss
+he base of Orote Peninsula the previous week, trapping an estimated 2,500
‘epanese, fought off the attack lauanched during the night of the 25th, kille
ing about 400 Japanese and destroying 12 tanks, At dawn the following morn-
ing, American forces moved out on the Peninsula which was pounded hard by
ship's guns, carrier planes and artillery, By nightfall they had geined
nearly two miles and were in outskirts of the Sumay naval base, on the
northern shore of the peninsula compreesing the remants of the enemy forces

» Orote into the narrow limits of the tip of the peninsula,

R R s a
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On the following three days slow progress wes made against the Japanese
defending Orote from pillihoxes and dugouts, but other units of the Firat
Provisional Marine Brigade expanded their beachhead well into the interior
sna along the southern flank, In the center of our line, opposite Apra
Harbor, our troops on the 28th smashed inland 2 miles to take several mountain
pesks, including Mt, Tenjo, while to the south an advance of esbout a mile into
the interior was made in the region east of Bangl Peint, Having consolidated

Al
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their lines, our Marines and Army troops on the 29th drove completely across
Crote Peninsula, capturing the airfield and Sumay town and clearing the enemy
from the entire penineula, Capture of Orote gave us unopposed control of Apra
Herbor and an excellent airfield site,

Meanwhi le, Marines of the Third Division on the left flank of the beach-
head east of Adelup Point were attacked before dawn on the 2bth by an estimated
6,000 Japanese, The attack was probably launched from the blackened ruins of
Agana, against which the Marines had been exerting pressure for several days,
Large numbers of the enemy infiltrated our lines and at one point a few of them
penetrated to within 100 yards of the landing beach, These were soon ligui-
dated, The front line was strongly engaged btut was never broken, and after
dawn the attack was repulsed, with the aid of planes, The number of Japanese
killed in the fighting at this point was not less thau £,000,

Slow progress was made in the Adelup Point secior, facing Agena, [0l’ow-
ing the enemy counterattack of the 26th, but by the 25th the Japanese had
been driven from their strong positions just east of the capital and our
troops were within half & mile of the town, Little change in the situation
occurred until the 3lst, though our patrols were active beyond the lines,
probing the enemy's defenses east of our forward positions halfway across the
island east of Apra Harbor, On the 29th and again on the 30th our patrols
crossed to the east coast without meeting the enemy, On the 3lst, A v.ican
troops drove forward to capture Agans and reach the east coast on a wide
front below Pago Point, this cutting the island in two, Patrols were active
in the southern part of the island and reported finding only stragglers and
small scattered groups of Japanese, The remaining Japanese had apparently
withdrawn into the northern section of Guam, altnough the mountainous terrain
of the south would seem to lend itself better to lasteditch fignting than the
rolling plateau country of the north, A large force of Jepanese was reported
in the vicinity of Mt, Santa Rosa, on the east coast approximately 5 miles
southwest of Pati Point, The enemy troope in this area, which on the lst was
bombed and shelled by naval planes and ships, was said to be badly demoralized,

Qur lines &t 1800 on the lst exiended from the beach about & miie east
of Agana to the eastern edge of Pago Bay, on the east coast, Our troops were
nearing the western edge of Agana airfield, Mopping up operations were in
progress in the southern part of the island and were completed on Orote
Feninsula,

Japanese casualties continued to mount, By August lst, 6,77
had been counted, while only 48 prisoners had been taken, Considerable enemy
quipment had bee:. destroyed or captured, including 34 tunks, 37 75-=mm guns,
20 5=0r bwinch guns, 15 8«inch guns and many motor vehicles, Our troope also
caprured 50,000 gallons of gasoline, which was used by American forces,

5 enemy dead

United States soveriegnty was reestablished on Guem on July 27th through
clemation by Admiral Chester W. Nimite, read by Gen, Geiger's Cnief of
at & flag raising ceremony, The Americsn flag was hoisted to the top
white metal pole in the shadow of Mt, Alifan, formally proclaiming the

" more than two and a half yesrs' occupancy by the Japsnese,
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After capturing Agana, Guam's capitol, our forces commenced a concerted
advance that on the 2nd swept over Tiyan airfield, east of Agana, and & number
of smell villages, Knemy resistence siiffensd at times, being particularly
strong along roads and trails, where hastily constructed defense positions
vere set up, A brief delay in our advance was encountered iu the vicinity of
Mt, Barrigade, a 674-foot peak which dominates the eastern coast of Guam, but
o .ur.tion was soon overcome and troops of tne 77th Army Division continued
+heir eweep up the east coast, Meanwhile, Yerines of the Third Division
captured the inland village of Finegayen, a junction for several roads lead-
ing north, Yigo, just southwest of Mt, Santa Rose, was captured on the Tth;
large stocks of ammunition, transport equipment and other supplies were taken,
Our troops in capturing Yigo, stormed and overwhelmed very strong defenses
protecting the approachees to Mt, Santa Rosa, where the Japanese had apparently
concentrated most of their troops, This area was repeatedly attacked through-
out the week by our carrier planes, On the 8th, by & rapid advance in the
center, whicn carried our troops within a mile of the coest, the Japsnese
forces were almost cut into two groups - one in the vicinity of Ritidian
Point and the other et Pati Point, In the day's forward push, Mt, Sante Rosa
was captured; with ite loss the Jepanese were deprived of their main source
of water, On the following day, enemy forces were swept from Ritidan Point,
and &ll the survivors of Guam's Japanese garrison were surrounded in & smell
pocket in the Pati Point region,

The Japanese apparently effected & complete withirawal of forces from
the southern part of Guam before our forces cut the island in two, for .uirole
combing the mountains in the south report finding no enemy troops,

All ground operations received daily support from our cerrier aircraft,
which attac<ed with bombs, rocket projectiles and machine gun fire on enemy
positions, troop concentrations, stores and motor transport in &reams behind
the lines,

The total of counted enemy dead on the 8th reacned 10,000, In territory
occupied by United States troops in the vicinity of Yige however, & large
cemetery was found with evidences of recent mass burial of Japanese dead,
indicating the total wes much higher than could be determined by count of
bodies left on the battle field, A Pacific Fleet communique on the 3rd
revealed that United States casualties through August lst toteled 6,273 -
1,022 dead, 4,946 wounded &and 305 missing,

Dm0 > &2 C

Most ot the civil population was apparently now safe inside our

he 5th, Admiral Nimitz reported that approximately 22,000 vilians had

i refuge within American-controlled territory, Only a small number of
natives remained in the northern area still held by the Japanese, for the
1940 ceneue of Guam's population listed 2 total of 23,067 innabitants,

Organized resitance ended just before midday on the 19th after American
forces overwhelmed the Japanese force holding out in a small pocket at the
northeastern tip of the island, At the end, many of the Japanese fled into
caves or into the orush instead of dying.in suicidal attacks, as tney did on
Saipen, 3Brig, Gen, Lemuel C, Shepard, commander of the First Provisional
Marine Brigade, was guoted as saying that the Japanese have been known to
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withiraw from positions for tactical reasons but "never to run for their lives
like these enemy stragglers on Guam "oppirv up operations to eliminate
snipers, stragglers and smell 16 saarching out enemy troops,
our forcee found in ore cave coset about 300-L00 dead

Japanese,

In the three-week campaign, American Marines and Army troops suffered
7,247 casualties - 1,214 killed, 5,704 wounded and 323 missing, A totel of
10,971 Japsnese dead were courted by our troops through the evening of the 9th,
the day before resistence ceased, In that time our troops captured 86

prisoners &nd interned ] Japanese civilisans,

The reoccupation of Guam wee not a battle of sizeable opposing forces,
but & contest of wite and fighting skill. usuelly in the dark, The Japs had
favored night infiltration tactics in &ll their Pacific campaigns, but on
Guam they exploited them to the full,

By day men fought & war of mud, guns and tanke; by night & war of nerves,
when each rustle, each dull snap of a twig, was & danger signsl,

You dozed, fingering your rifle, alert for the slightest sound that was un-
familiar and nostile, If you were alone, the tension was magnified, The whole
world of living, friendly guye were somewhere beyond reach, You wvere one guy
alone in & little foxhole of gooey mud,

w

The heavy &ir, damp with the smell of ferns and earth, tempted you to
1 gsleep, You didn't, One eye always open, ready for the sudden thump-
; drop of a silent cnemy who might lunge without warning,

If he came, the struggle was savage and short, You slugged him with a
le butt, you kicked him in the groin as soon as your eyes distinguished
him in the darkness, He grunted or he screamed, You tried to throttle him;
if you could use your rifle in a lmrry, you shot him,
In the morning you found yourself next to a corpse whose face always
looked olank and maskelike in death, A stunted, stiff little man, with or
without eye-claeses, whose fighting avility ween't as zood as his stealth,

That was Guam - a succession of muted encounters in the night, a series
of abortive battles by day, Soldiers of the Battle of Guam have an electri-

fying memory of stm les in the dark, sleepless nights whun they squirmed
in rainfilled foxholes on the lookout for a creeping enemy,

=N RSN N ol o]

when orcenized resietence ended on Guam, we could take stock of our
achievement: in the most viciously fought campaign of the Pacific war, Ovr
victory had its reverbteretions in Japan, ve knew why the entire Tojo cabinet
resigned after Seipan cnd Cuam were lost,

Exploiting Guam to the full wes the aext step, The airfields hed to be
rushed through, so thousands of service troops poured in fr.: the -éwailan
Ielands,
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Guam became & massive naval base, advence headquarters of the Pacific
Fleet, On Harmon Field the Liberators and Superforts roared in past big
C-54 transport planes of the Air Transport Command, Guam, like Saipan, was
the sir gateway L0 iDne Prilippines and the Orient,

To the men who arrived in the wake of battle, this rapid development
wes part of & Jjob, To those who fought for the Marianss and then moved on
to new battlefields, it wue the work that gave meaning to their victory.

The service and garrison troops xnew the part they played, The miles
or war materials lining the roads, the acres of trucks, the warehouses
crammed with food, clothing, supplies, were the key to success on other
i{slands - Iwo0, Anguar, Peleliu, Leyte and finally Okinawa,

Through the Marianas passed the fresh troops who would fight these
ttles and through the Marieanas came the wounded in hospital skips and
transport planes,

Guam was 3,340 miles from Oam, Dut only 1,267 miles from Tokyo, The

daring amphibious blow of the war had paideoff,

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

ghting with armored

unouumn‘s of t e natives unti
sixteen hundred (1600) natives left,

he

them on the remaining islands.

HHmeHE- > O2C

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

S UNCLASSIFIEI

75

=R RN R N ol s o=

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

active uenal

states citizer

Comaoniealth

hi Jima ti

subversive

force

ly contract
rinted and cla
FBI reports re

v

RCESEC RSN N el s o =

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED !
— ,‘ *____d‘

1

[75]

CEETE L e A

?—v
RTINS

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

IS UNCLASSIFIED

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

et =

SAIPAN
8 adll =
~' 4 i/ !
une 1% 5 - Begloning o intensive alr and
) 195 - Minesweeping and Trecmnaissanc
sate Demolitia Teams carried aut. 15 June 1945 D
visis land at CHARAN-KANOA at 050, landing oppositian light, but etiff
develops. 16 Jume 1%5 =~ itz ¥ Wwiny)  lasds o
sauthern part of beachhead. Japs retake jar i b tare
18 June 1%5 - Stubbarn Japanese resistance G i
BAY and smpture ASLITO (ISLEY) Airfield. mEntire southern paxrtim
cepting NAFUTAN FCINT, in U. S. bands. 1 o
3 E BAY. Reinfarcements land, ¥ ivision pushes Japs into
CINT; remminder of farce fourms f T enemy artil-
Spatting planes
- Amy B47s beg P
of MT. TAFON

falls as demora

o islard. Secmd Divisico withdrawn

sim takes over left flank. 7 Ju

fierce *Banzai® terattack on 27th I

Shemy penstrates 0 yards with heavy casuslties
both sides. Graind retaimwa by dark. € July -
Attack resumed with 2nd Divisicm replacing

the 27th Division on the left. Rapid
advances during the day. 9 July -

Rapid advances made until 1545

when all orgenized resistance

ends Vigorous mopping up

operatioms to clear Jajp-

anese fram caves and

bills continue for

many days.

w

T -0 D P

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

i
3 THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

RTINS iR L e

9[’\ ] P{l\ Z\

naval bombardment of Saipan.
e & landing Wacies by Under-
= D Day - 25d and 4th Marine
oppoeitiam light, but astiff
Ty Division (Amy) lands oo
beachhead in northern sectar,
B as troops reach MAGCICIENNE
outherp partix o 1islend, ex-
- Progress is slow along
P7th Division pustes Japs into

Firet photo mussion to Jepan fro

rd Photc Recommalsance 3Squadron.

24 Movember
First mission t¢ Japan Ly b~ ¢ Al
or Command . 3rd Wing - Target, Muss
¢ Brgine Flant at Tokyo)

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

TmHTHON> R C

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

/

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

e

IS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

S PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

£ THI :
L-— —_— — e —— .—-ﬁc“é

.The BATTLE for

2

Um0 > &2 C

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

GE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

and reached
lown by

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

ED PLUS 1 - Jep
Regiment swings
D PIUS 2 - Jap counteratt
j20th Regiment attacks S
pached the base at 150
by carrier planes.
D FIUS 3 - Slow progres

h continue tom
) FLUS 2 Northern sec
. Japanese in eastern pc
me throwing tanks rout

several days,

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

EARLY HISTOEY

The Volcano Islands - or the Kazan Retto - were discovered in 1543 by Ber-
nard de Torres, & Spaniard. Later visite were made in 1673 by an Englishman
and ip 1805 by a Russlan. Because of ihs srigirel discovery, Spain claimed
Jjurisdiction - but this and other claims were never backed upe Not until 1887,
the year that the Japanese came, were there any colonists on the Islands.

By 1891, Japan had a firm enough grasp on tihe Volcsno Islands to incorp-
orate them into the Ogasawara (Bonin Islands) Branch Administration, Forelgners
were forbidden to land on the islands, and the Kazan Retto lapsed intc obscur-
ity from the outer world.

Iwo Jima - the largest of the Volcano Group - was the only ...and suitsble
for any relatively large population. Records show that in 1943 there were 1,019
civilianas on Iwo - farmers and fishermen from tne Japanese homelend. About
1e1f the population worked at the sulphur plant and mines and the other half
operated twelve small sugar mills scattered over the island. From Feotruary to
May, when the sugar cane was ripe for harvest, men from the sulphur plant nelped
at the sugar mills. The islsnd's only major exports were sulohur and sugar.

civilians lived at Motoyama, the only importent village on the
where the sulphur plant was located; the site of this village is now
covered by Central Airstrip. The rest made up the villages of Kite
jorth Hamlet), Minami Buraku (South Hamlet), Higashi Bursku (East Hamlet)
Buraku(West Hamlet).

v

The islanders lived in small simple houses; the wallse were of woocden frames
covered with pendenus leaves; tin or galvanized iron was used for roofing; flocrs
were of woods, covered with matting. The heavy rains provided a fairly adequate
veter suoply for the colonists but some families with only one stcre tank would
un l.w during the dry spells; better equipped families then pooled their water
o ai I ressed. After tne military overran the islana, water Decane &

i Zxamination of the dead revealed masses of sulphur in tne fotes-
d to be the cause

e point of view of illness were colds

Diseases on the 1 tyohoid, para-typnoid and pacillary
3 The records show only a few cases

little in The majority of the pe suffered

rts were sunk oef p he island

e >C&2a

lement ic and anned goods, the

-athered ba

was under the jurisdiction of To
here. Under hizx were leaders of t
were numerous and heavy.

All civilians were evacuated in the summer of 1944, Work was discontinued
et the sulphur plant on July 12th 1944, and at the sugar mills about the saae
time. After thet, Iwo was strictly a military base with a Japanese Army-Navy
garrison totalling 25,000 at the time of our invasion, Most of the buildings
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n the igland were torn down by the nilitary after the civilians 1c:
rest iestroyed by American air raids. Prior to the invasion,
w&s BC sca that alcohol was used as & fuel for mctor vehicles.

GLOGRAPHICAL DATA

apnic origin, Iwo Jima is a pear-shaped island, 43 miles in length,
widest point 2§ miles, comprising a total area of 4,850 acres. In
o part of the island there are maximum elevations ranging from 340
feet; in the southern sector, Suribachi Yama hes an elevation of

wo are steep and in the north while in the south there
coarse, volcanic sand. Throughout the island, vegetation

w grass and small scrub growth. The surf is turbuleut when
of 10 miles per hour.

The temperature ranges from an average of 62° F. in January to an average
in August., During the summer months, temperatures as hLigh as 95° F.
The rainy months ere April, May, and June; the typhoon sea-

eptember to November. Average annual rainfall is 60 inches.

The last time Mt. Suridachi erupted is not know. The Mips claim that it
was silent during their 50 odd years of occupation, although from Feoruary 16th,
thiree days before the assualt, until February Z23rd wnen Old Glory was plzntea
on ite summit, the "yama™ undoudbtedly received more fire from our naval units
than it has dished out seismologically. However, seismographs have had a work-
cu the slight earthquakes on Iwo. The last time was 7 years ago when the
ground being prepared for the addition to the South Airfield was broken in sev-
eral nlaces, Another suoterranean explosion occurred in the vicinity of the
South Airfield in 1933 and left = large hole. The following day, after the steam
had settled down, men were aole to enter the cave for quite a distance. Too, the
sulpur pit along the west shore that is now being used as a refuse dump nes erup-
ted frequently, emitting great lava boulders. As far as cen be determined, none
of the caves or labyrinthine tunnels on the isiand were tuilt until after the
first American air raid, June 15, 1944,

snakes, spiders or tarantulas,

U >HG2C

han two months prior to D-Day, Iwo Jima had been bombed daily bj
nt shellings were launched by surface vessels of the U, S. Navy.
re D-Day, the Auerican air and naval assault on Iwo was the
ry of warfare. The Fifth Ampnibious Corps Landing Force,
i or General Harry Schmidt, USMC, hit the beach at 9 A.M. on Feb-
9, 1945. This force was comprised of the Fifth Marine Division, commanded
Major General Keller B, Rockey, USMC; Fourth Mariue Division, commanded by
General Clifton Cates, USMC; the Third Marine Division, commanded by Major
Erskine, USMC, and some 10,000 Army antiaircraft, amphibious and
L ops comzanded by Major General James E. Chaney, USA . Cver 800
ships made the invasion armada.
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Against every conceivable handicap - surf conditions, enkle deep volcanic
sand, lack of tactical surprise, and in spite of massed Japanese gun, mortar
and machinegun fire - these American troops by nightfall had secured a fimm
beachhesd on Iwo, Then followed twenty-five days of ths most vicious fighting
in the archives of our country's ware, Enemy forces entrenched on the slopes
of Ht. Suribachi, on the southern tip of the ielend, offered stif{ opposition
to Mariaes scaling thess heighte. Or Fedruary 23, 1945, 0ld Clory was ralsed
atop Mt, Suribachi, and Marine forces continued the drive toward the northern
sector of the island - an offensive measured daily on the right flank by yards.

ffering fierce resistance with heavy small arms, rocket and mortar fire
from caves and heavily fortified pillboxes, the Japs were slowly compressed
into the northern portion of the island. On March 16, 1945, organized enemy
resistance was declared to have ceased - nevertheless, remnants of the enemy
garrison trapped in the ncrthwest corner of Iwo continued to resist with small
arme, machineguns and mortar fire from caves and spider-trap foxholes., On
March 26 command of Iwo Jima was nanded ocer to the Army Garrison Force, and
the long and steady mopping-up phese was begun by the 147th Infantry Regiment
of the United States Army.

THE PRICE OF VICTORY

The many rows of white crosses in Iwo'e two American cemeteries give mute
ev.dence that the price of victory was not low. American cesualties up to March
16 were 15,806 - 3,844 killed, 14,535 wounded, and 427 missing. On V-J Day,
September 2, American casualties totaled 21,588 - 4,763 killed, 16,424 wounded
and 401 missing.

73]

On March 16 Japanese casualties stood at 20,121 - 20,000 killed and 121
taken prisoner. In the mopping-up operations, the Japs lost 3,500 killed and
1,138 captured. On September 2 the total Japanese casualties stood at 23,500
killed and 1,259 tzken prisoner.

SR R R s o A

Us S, .OPEBATIONS ON IWO

The mission was the development of Iwo Jima as an airbase, and before the
battle for Iwo was half over crippled combat aircraft were landing there. By
V-J Day, 3,582 B-29's had found Iwo a safe haven - Superforts that might other-
wise have been lost trying to reach Marianas bases. Wounded crewmen were given
imzediate medical attention.

The Seventh Fighter Command, commanded by Brigadier General Ernest Moore,
USA, compiled an enviable record in air operatione against the Jepanese home-
land and surrounding islands. Seventh Fighter Command P-51's not only escorted
Superforts on tombing missions to Japan - they also made many fighter sweevs
against the Empire. Seventh Fighter Command P-6l's were instrumental in re-
pulsing a lurge number of the attacking enemy bombers on Iwo.

Bavy patrol and rocket-carryiug planes ranged far from Iwo Jima to harasse

and destroy Jopanese shipping between the Volcano Islands and the Nioponese
homeland.
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\»The BATTLE for

TINIAN

Tinian Island, approximately
O miles long and 5 miles
is about two-thirdes the
Saipan. The topogmphy of Tinian
is much different from that of
the other Marianas Islends; it
does not have the usual Trugged
mountains and is largely a broad
plateau. This fact made Tinian
one of the best locations for
bases and helped to make
an easier campajgn for

Following an extensive land,
sea, and air bombardme nt, Marines
landed on Tinian where the Japs
believed such an operation almost
impossible. Tinian s taken in
a sweeping 9-day campaign during
whi ch almost the entire Japnese
garrison was wipsd out st a very
low American loss.
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