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Fisherman Heads Baptists

The Northern Baptist Convention, which
met recently in Rochester. New York.
elected a fisherman as its new president.
He is Dr. Avery A. Shaw, president of
Denison University, Granville, Ohio, and
he succeeds Dr. William S. Abernethy.

Doctor Shaw is a
vigorous, energetic
man of sixty-four,
kindly and affable in
manner, keen in busi-
ness, highly popular
with students, facul-
ty, and trustees of
Denison, and greatly
liked by the towns-
people of tree-shaded,
New Englandish
Granville. Fond of
athletics, he has en-
couraged sports at Denison. His hobby is
fishing for salmon in Nova Scotia, where
he was born, and where he manages to go
nearly every summer.

The convention, attended by 3,500 dele-
gates, voted to merge its budgets and to
combine its education boards, but declined
to unify four foreign mission societies for
fear that the imponderable values of initia-
tion and inspiration would be endangered.

Dr. Avery A. Shaw

Riding over a vociferous minority, the
Convention adopted a resolution commend-
ing to its members a pledge not to engage
in a military invasion of a foreign country.
The resolution read: “Reserving the right
of national self-defense by such means as
may seem to me wise, effective, and Chris-
tian. I from now on definitely repudiate all
aggressive war. I will cross no national
boundary line to kill and to destroy, nor
will I support my Government in sending
its Army and Navy to do so.” A commis-
sion of five was appointed to confer with the
Government regarding recognition for Bap-
tist conscientious objectors to military train-
ing in high schools and colleges.

A resolution on economic justice adopted
by the Convention called for a “cooperative
commonwealth based upon the Christian
principle of the infinite worth of personal-
ity, in which such evils as unemployment,
child labor, and concentration of wealth
will be eliminated by the subordination of
the profit to service motive throughout our
industrial life.”

The Convention committed itself to work
with other groups in a national campaign
for prohibition.

Humanists Christen Child

Joseph Meek Caldwell, Jr., fifteen-week-
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Caldwell
of Brooklyn, is the first child to be
christened by the First Humanist Society
of New York. The ceremony, conducted
by Dr. Charles Francis Potter, founder
of the society, did not mention the name
of God. A fresh rosebud was substituted
for water.
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Club-Women Mapping War on Gangsters

Federation at Odds With Rifle Association After Ban on Pistols Is
Deleted From Firearm Sale Regulation Bill

In their war on crime, the club-women of
America are out to subjugate organized
riflemen in order to get at the gangsters.
The riflemen and others want pistols and
revolvers readily purchasable for home de-
fense against the gangsters. The club-
women say that the bill they advocate for
the regulation of firearms will not interfere
with defense of hearth and home. in which
they are as much interested as the men.

In a recent meeting at Hot Springs.
Arkansas, the General Federation of
Women's Clubs heard the Assistant Attor-
ney-General of the United States. Joseph
B. Keenan, say that the National Rifle
Association had proved more powerful
than the Department of Justice. It seems
that the association had pistols and
revolvers deleted from a Federal bill to
regulate the sale of firearms, before the
Ways and Means Committee of the House.
Mr. Keenan said that the measure, as writ-
ten originally, would have done much to
check crime. He wanted to know who was
running the Government.

Mrs. William Dick Sporborg of Port
Chester, New York, chairman of the club-
women’s resolutions committee, jumped to
her feet to say that if 1,000,000 members
of the Rifle Association were strong enough
to get theésmaller firearms taken from
the bill, “two million American club-women
are strong enough to lidk them to a frazzle
and make them put back into that measure
the pistols and re-
volvers they deleted
from it.” Thereupon
she offered a resolu-
tion, which was
adopted and ordered
telegraphed to mem-
bers of the Ways and
Means Committee
and other Congres-
sional leaders. The
resolution expressed
the “outrage” felt by
the women at the
alteration of the bill, and said: “We hold
that the security and safety of the homes
and families of all the people of this coun-
try and the protection of life and property
for all the 120,000,000 people of the land
transcend the selfish interests of any or-
ganized small minority.” We hold you ac-
countable for your responsibility to the
pecole of your State and of your country,
and demand that the bill to regulate the sale
and possession of firearms include pistols
and revolvers, and that it be speedily en-
acted into law.”
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Mrs. William Dick
Sporborg

Field & Stream, a magazine for sports-
men published in New York City, came to
the rescue of the embattled riflemen and
Congressmen. In a telegram to the club-
women, the magazine said it was absurd
to think that the Rifle Association was
stronger than the Department of Justice.

that pistols and revolvers were omitted
from the bill “because of the fact that the
security and safety of the homes and fam-
ilies of all the people of this country de-
mand it,” and that the proposed law “is a
vicious measure that would affect only hon-
est citizens without
the slightest effect on
criminals, and is be-
lieved by many peo-
ple to be part of an
announced effort to
ultimately deny all
citizens the right to
possess firearms of
any kind and for any

purpose.” The tele-
gram closed with a 3
Keystone
request that the club-
women rescind the Mrs. Grace
. Morrison Poole
resolution.

Instead, the club-women reiterated their
position. A reply sent to the magazine by
Mrs. Grace Morrison Poole, president of
the Federation, and Mrs. Sporborg said
“that through compliance with regulations
that demand proper identification, ac-
credited licensing and registration, no re-
spectable citizen of honest intent would be
denied protection.

“The intent of the campaign that the
Federation is waging against the crime
wave in this country,” the resolution went
on, “is to make it more difficult for the
gangster to have access to firearms. The
more speedily this country passes laws
which disarm the underworld, the increas-
ingly less will be the need of protection on
the part of honest citizens. That is the
objective of the Federation in its con-
scientious interest in the homes and lives
of the American public. Its slogan is to
‘disarm the gangster, not arm the cit-
izenry."”

Better Films Urged

The Federation also took a decided stand
for better films. After alluding to the
“pledge-of-decency” campaign of the
Catholic Church, the report, submitted at
the closing session of the council, asked:
“Can you imagine what would happen if on
a given day every member of this Federa-
tion would refuse to attend a ‘movie’? Two
million paid admissions make a goodly sum
when used to show approval of a picture,
or its rejection.”

An interesting commentary on the power
and influence of organized womanhood is
furnished by a women's secret “committee
of 600,” which is making successful war
against vice and lawlessness in San Diego
County, California. The movement was in-
spired by Mary Roberts Rinehart, and was
taken up by the San Diego Women’s Civic
Center. It now is being studied by the

California Federation of Women’s Clubs.
with a view to forming similar organiza-
tions throughout the country.



