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PR APTI-ET O3 FATTO 1 PESRTE
A8 CANASTAY 57 MTAL SERVIC.. FASTAN ICY

: 128 Thic rerort deals witl tie orpanizat.cn, traicicrs and
orernstioiy ef the Ist Caradise “:rec al Service Fettzlicn
o s fnocilfer dn Birrnst 194 o its <=slandaent ir
caruarr 15965. 1t pesvicl Lo 1oe ooeratiovs irn .Lhicn tle
Fattalier was ernrz ed, {1 resert-of zZeccus'ty records tle
oreratiors ef tlie' 15t 3 relial Servica-Toroe, of icl
ey tion 1 Cadn Syee Scervice I Torted - a Ju=rt. e SRALr
sevrees ol smatesial vsed I35 .58 =arretive arc the Lni
'ar Diry und . .Peddouartess Secret ftles ot D.7°.D. (Tor a
1ist of thiese solYees s-o 2 53S5=5, ¥Fero to 3D Yist,
dated 17 Out 45).
2. ane sostiticn of 1 Cdn Sree Service In a8 tle Consdian
corropent of the lot 5:de e)l Bervicn Torce, a _oint
sanciisn-nited Ststes forsstlorn, vwass maicue in the fact
that le =embterz of & hottalion yeraflied tiielr fdentitr
ng iodividual seldicry, tiere was ro sere.atior ol ile
two fatlonalities V7 1etfes o= sti=-unsta =i th vLE ToToe.
k-arieii i Canadian o Tie=—zs zrd-Sen iePe d'stpihted
tirot. hovt the Se™stion O st as orf glir ar egual

| nuifericsl) lagin: Thig ex orinert iF fnterneticral litarv
¢o=0 arstion s withoeut axset -srallel in the whole ‘eriod

of Conndlan milf tare BHiostor-.

L IATY IR LECUR” 230507 (AT E 15L7)

—

Js The oririn.of %ie: Sptciel Service 7orceg, ©F hicl. 1
Cdn Syee Serwies In foried.a Fart, iz to te Zourd in the

3
plannin: for,Oyeration "IICUCE", = & 7963ect vikich did not
gurvive the igitial sta-ss of preparation, Barlry ir 16453 94
Iord Louis louriistton, Chles ol Coitirned Crereticns, at

e irstence of Tpine Mindeter CThiureti]ll and the Iritish
Chiels of Stafl Coimittee, wz8 #iven tle resyonsilt’lity of
grpentzinge o 9t egigl Torce Foi repzible entlors-mt Llie

s01llo tnr winter ‘n Fortlern Uorwar, 1€ '¢0de nare YELLUGE™
Was tiven to the rrolect. Meneral Seor e C. arshall, U.S.
Ariey Chtief of Staf?, jrozised full co-oreration, and Harry
Horking, U.3. Works Iro - rezs Adupinistrator, aireed to. glive
rrioritr on tlhe ‘roduction ol necesgary eguirment (IG5 2(=
h=32 Yol. 1, Tel 03 1404k, “Muart from MeFawbten,; 23 412
E2), The Chiel of Cormtinhed (reraticns deleisted tlhe res-
roruibility for plannirrs, develozirs sngd conduotins the
TIOUCY ppoject to the U,L., Mar Deyarthent, which pleced
Lt.~Col. (later laj.-Gen,} R.7. Frederick G.5.C,, a ceneral
atalf olflcer of the YWar De =pincrt, ip coullele charge

(193 2C-h=32 Vol. 1, Li.=8o0l. “... . Andepson, 8.D. 1, to
C.0t,3,, 20 Jun £2), A nission, leaded by Tord loupntlctten's
rorooncl rorresentative, e, Reoffrev.like, reaclicd TAGL=

AT 4 May 142 to sivdy rossitilities of developing
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srecisl sucu=crosalins ecuipment rervivred for the jroject
(P23 26-1-32 Vol. 1, Tel 3 1701, Stuert from Mclieushton,
1% Vay LZ; apd W.D., Mal.-Gen. E.A. Tope, Comd Cdn Army
Staff, Wazhinston, 22 & 30 lay 4Z).

s Initial sters f¢r Conadien Tartieiration were talen
durin; Ltle esarlr discuszions in Great Britain, vwhen Geneisd
Mefaushion was consulited, Pisartly for sasjatsnce in the
matter of rescarch irtc srow corditions (%S 20-1-=32 Vel.
1, L6s=CoY, W.A.b. Arderzor to0 ¥.80,0.53,., 13 Jun L2},
(reneral Mcllaurbton gsled D.F.D. 1c =zske availstle to tlhe
Eritish ¥izsion en o Tic-r tralned in winter warlere, ard
a2 technical offricer rarmiliz=r witl winter transjort equip-
ment (N93 2C-£-32 Vol. 1, ™1 GO 1&04). In June 194z I,
Tyka visited Ctitswa, anc t'e services of the Ealional
Research Council were enlisted in the develomsent of a
snov=arosains vehicle sultulle Tor the jroject which was
bein; rlanned (V95 20~-h=32 Vol. 1, 3.3.0. to A/Fresident,
Nationsl Research Council, 2¢ Jun 4L2).

=1 Jiscussions relative to the rroject continued Let-
ween U.I'.D; and tie U.5. War Devartment, snd on 20 Jun

b2 Lt.~Col, W,A.». Anderson, vho was rerresentin- the
Canadisn Ceneral Stall in the planning being carricd on

at WASETVGTCH, reported that the Deruty Chier of Staff,
U.5. Arnz, Ceneral Joseph 7. Feliarpey, had su: ested thet

8 request mi'lit te made Troa Canadas to surrly 500 all

ranks for tha Sracial Service Porce whiel waa conlczilated,
includin en of'ficer to zct as 3ecord-in-Cormand (P53 20-
4~32 Vol. X, Lt.~Col, W.A.L. Andersom to €.0.5., 20 Jun 42).

b Cn 20 Jun 42 ¥r, lVeclonzie Lirs concurred in the
proposal that Canade siovld slure in t e nroject to the
extept sy rested b7 the 1,7, Wer Derartment (EQ3 20-4-32
Vol, 1, ¥emo by Minfoter o Faticnal Defesce, 27 Jun 42).
The nunter of Cenudiesn jersonnel reguired for the force
undervent revizicn esrler 4n July (I3 z0-4-32 Vol, 1, Keuo
by Lt.-Col, W.A.P. Anderson, 11 Jul 42), and on 11 Jul 42
Finisterial aprroval wes sousiit, and oiteiced on 14 July,
for the dedpatch Lo the United States of 47 officers and
65C other ranks (N68 20-4=-32 Vol. 1, C.G.3. to Minister,
1Y Jul k2),

ORGANTZATICN CF CANADTAT 1I°TT I¥ 13T SIECTAL SERVICE FORCE

T Orrenization of the Canadian component of the lst
Spucial Service Torece :roceeded without delay (B985 20-4-32
Vol, 1, Linutcs of a lieetins feld et DWE.D. 16 Jul 4%, to
discups The Urranizaetion o. tle 2nd Cenadian Tarachute

Fattalion). JTn order thet the reguired nuwler o1 ;ersonnel
mir it Ve obtsined without undue rubliciter Leineg directed
toverds the proposed Tuture emrloymért of tlie lst Specinl
Service Foree, it was decided to obtsin the necessary
Canadian yersonnel at the caie time that 1 Cdn Fara En vas
being ralaoed, and to dezipnate the Canadian component of the
Force as the 2nd Canedian Tarsciute Battelion (I03 20-4-32
Vol., 1, D.S.D. to C.G.5.; 10 dul L2). (4 call had already

SRaL ST TN
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been made for voluntears for 1 Cdn Fars Bn which was then
in rrocess of molilization). The wnit reteined this nane
antll May 1942, vhen it was redesirnated the lst Cauaedlan
Special Serviece Pattslion (B985 20-1-32 Vel. 1, 4.0. 215

of 25 Yay L3; and W.ZC., 1 Cdn Syec Service Bn, 27 May L3).
Lt.-Cal. J.(, FeQusen, Caljs Eichrs returned froz @wer-
scas to compand the battslion and to become Second-in-
Cormand of the lat Jpecial Service Force under Colonel
!reder!ci (HQ3 20-4-32 Vol, 1, Tel G3 2545, C.G.S. from
MeFauchton, 22 Jul L2), The remainirs ofricer and other
ranl jnr,nftﬁl Kere =2elscted fro= the Ceiadian Arsv in
Canads, with e maiorit= of the suksltern officers co ”‘nr
from the Officers Training Centre (3.C.) at BROCEVILIZ,
vhere they had bteen recently corcissioned after sctive
servics (E%S 20-4-32 Vol. 2, C.0.5. t5 Kinister, 11 Jul
42: see also D.E.S5. Tlile ©.A.C. 1E, Ist Cdn Spec Service
Bn, Yotes on D.H.S3, Interview vith "clﬂne‘ D.D. Tiiliemaon,
Aﬁril 1944). The choloc cf thizx trvpe of officer paralleled
tke syotem ndopted for selsctins the Aserican personnel
for the lst Speclal Serviee Torce, where the btulk of the
junior officers vwere obtained irom the rraduatings clasces
at 'PE Infentr> and Cava ry Ci f‘rer* Candidate S~hcels
(F28 20-4-32 Vol. 1, i::act ¥iZjtary Attache, Cenadian

e

LE[”HLiUu, hfﬂﬁi_iﬁft:}:, O :--' .= & I-g ? :'11‘ L‘-;-

& It had first been plaﬂt”d that one half of the
officerz ard teu jer cent of thke c*ner ranks reguired for
the new unit stonld come Crom the Cognadisn Army overseas
(FQ3 20-4=32 Yol. 1, Tel G5 2611, E .0, Tron FeKouchton,
27 Jul 423, tut the repidity with vhieh the organization
and rreliminary tvatnif_ af the. I3t Sreciz]l oervice Force
wens ’cr“&rd -~ all ,arqr;ute vrain*ng hed to be completed
by 1 3ev k2, 8s ajircrass for the mirpose would not te
avajilantle after that da:e -- rade it impossible for
overscas personnel to return in time (BGS 20-4-32 Vol. 1,
Tel G.8.D. 1590, YeNpu-hton and Stuasrt from Murchlie, 2
Aug 42). 'On their subsecucnt arrival these were altsorbed
into 1 Cdn Fera En (HQZ 20-4-32 Vol. 1, Tel G3 27C4,
A/C.G.8, Trom Canmiiitry, 3 Aug L2, Seec also Report Hist
Crfr CMHQ Ko. 138, Ths 2st Canadian Parachute Battsllon;
Crganization and Tr ’"In:, July 1942 - June 19LL, pars 9).

9. PBatausa of the exacting nafure of the training and
anticipated role of 2 Cdn Fsra En within the lst OSpecial
Service Force reouirements for accertance into the unit
were necossarily of & hiph stendard., The following limit-
ations were imposed upon the sclection of personnel:-

Ea} Only sctive versonnel would te accepted.

b)) Personne.l muat have volunteered for duty
a8 parachute <rpops

Eﬂ; Hieh rhysical standards rust be mat.

d) Fersonnel must te fully trained soldiers,
both basie and advanced.

(e) The comtined qualities of mountalneer,

northwoodanen and skier, were highly

desireble; I.e, pergonnel should have liad

winter training or bte deéned suitable for

trainine u-der winter conditions,
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(f) A knowledge of I.C. enrines leading to
driver mechanies' quaslifications was
deziratle.

(g} As the lowest renk in the unit would
ultimately te that ©f sergeant, personncl
sclected must be corzidered az good I1.C.0.
material,

(Finutes of meeting, 16 Jul 42, op cit)

10. The 1st Specisl Service Force consisted of a Conmbat
Force o 10E officers and 1167 of other ranks, end a EBase
Echelon with an establishment of 25 officers and 521 other
ranks (HYS 20-4-32 Vol. 1, Femo to 2.3.D., %gree:eq} on
Administration 1 Cdn Speec Service En, 15 Ju 2. Lb.-Col.
J.G. YoQueen's lonthiy Report, 31 Aug L2, on HQS 20-1&-32
Vol. 1, gives the W.E. of the Combat Torce as 1157 sll
renks )., There were no Censdisns in the Base Zchelon, cor
Service Pattpolion as it was -enerally celled., This EBattslion
was rceyonsitle for the conplete administration, surlly

and maintcnance of the ertire Force, and it thus relieved
personnol of the Conbat Units of the performance of any
fatigues or extraccous duties that might interfere with
treining or with cormtat epsrations. The Coiubat Force com-
priaed Force Fcadquarters and three Re: ipents - dosisnated
1st, 2nd end 3rd Reginents respectively - each consisting

of twe battelions of three comyanics cach. The s3tablishnent
of g rogirent was 32 officers snd 385 other ranks. Cempanies
werc orgenized en a three pletocn besis, the snallest tge-
tical sub-unit beings the.secticn, of nine men esch. The
Combat Foree also earried 3 5rall Air Detachnment (with six
planes on its csteblishment ) snd s Cormunicetions Detachment
of four jersonnol.

il. A3 has tecern indicated above, the Caradian canjoncnt
retalncd no sersrate idoantitv as a unit or sub-unit within
the joint Canadian-U.S. Force. Canadian sand American per-
sonnel werc intesgrated within the subt-units of the Combat
Forcc, in order “to facilitate the administration, the
cequipment and training of the Force ... and to permlit per-
aonncl of both oduntrics to serve together in teams within
the sub-units in using the spocial vehiele to be provided
for the Forca" (HQ3 20-4-32 Vol. 1, C.G.3. to Finister, 3
Aur 42). Allotment of the Csnadians was made on sn cven
fifty rer cent basis in officer aprointments and the dis-
tritution ol other ranks, DBesidcs the Canadian 3econd-in-
Command of the Farce, one of the three Repimental Commandors,
two of the throe Rézimental Zecond-in-Commmnds, throe of tho
six Battallon Commanders and tlie seme proportion of Secend-
in-Commands, and ten of the ceishteen Company Commanders in
the mriginai 8late of officers arjointed in August 1942 were
Canadians (HO3 20-16-32 Vol, 1, Monthly Report, 2 Cdn Para
Bn, 31 Aup 42).

12, Formal agreement as to the division of {inancial
responsitbility between the U.S5. and Canadian fovernmonta
with rearcet to 1 Cdn Speec Service Bn was reached in

January 1943 (HQ3 20-1-32 Vol. 1, Colonel Frederick to Naj.-
Gen, Pope, 19 Jen 43), The terns agreed upon were sub-
stantislly those of the original rroposals drewn up in July
1242, which had formed thoc basis for administering the
Canadian unit during the first six months of its existcnce



(HOS 20-4-32 Vel. 1, lemo of Yroposals agresd upon by Vajor

E.J. Wickhan, U.J. Army, and Hajor D.D. Willianson, Canadlan
Arnmy, ?nd gprroved by Colomel R.T. Frederick, U.S. Army, 15

Jul 42).

13, Pinancial 1 Eronulbility sas Bﬂﬂf-fttd b the roasvec-
tive Govornnoentas as follovs:

(a} Resronsitility of the Canadien Government --
(1) ¥Fonsicns, pa- and Derendent's Alloralcas
for m mexirmm of 47 officers and 650 othier
51l rarschutists, and in sddition
rey-a=ter, One Pay Scrseanlt, one
récords serrcant,

(18] Teracluic pay of two dollars per diea for
of{icers and seventy-five cents per dieax
for other ranks.

{(1311) Transportatiocn costs for Canadien :crs
for the initial move fro= Carade to E3LIENA,
l'ontane.

(iv] Repa=ent to the Unitcd Stetes of the
cogts of rations isaued to Canadian "er=-
sonral.

(v] =Exehon-eé of Cansdiasn funds to cover per-
gonnel revw,

(t) Responsibilitr o the U.:S. Government --

T ——

(1) Quarters snd ecuipment.

(1i) Clothing, with the oxcertion of itums
isaucd to Canadisn personpel by the
Canadien Government. (These iters included
one complete outfit with whloh rersonnel
rrocusded to EZLENA, snd subScquent 13sues
of & brusa "CAUADA® collar badge. )

(111) All costs of transportation with the ex-
coption of thec originsl trensportstion of
Conadlan personnel to BELENA.

(iv) UVoapitalization, medical and dentel services,
with the excertign of such serviges rendered
to yersonnel after their return to Canada as
unfit for service.

(113 20-1-32 Vol, 1, €.G.3. to Canadian Army Staff, Washinston
15 Dec 42).

14 In egreeing to these srrangements on behalf of the U.d,
Government Colonel Frederick, the Force Commender, requested
that further consideration might be given to the subject of
pey for Canadiasn personnel, with a view to equalizing the
rates of pay of Canadisn and United 3tates personnel ner-
forming identical duty (Colonel Fraderick to Maj.-Gen. Fope,
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19 Jan 43, op cit). Tarment of menbera of 1 Cdn Spec
Service Bn at ratcs corrarable to those of their American
collesgues within thw 3pucial Scrvide Torce hiad Leen
repeatedly urged by the Dattalion Commander, surjorted by
the Torece Comaander. MNMontlhly reports during the Tall snd
winter of 1942-3 indicated that a reneral feeling of dis-
satisfaction existed among the Canaidians tecsuse the
Airoricen personnel with whom ther shared the sane treining
end were cxposed to the same rlsks received g considerably
highcr ratc of pay for their acrvices,
A very trving end diffiecult situatlon exists

in regard to rar. As tha Directorate is aviare,

the bulk of the men have now becn here over elpht

weeks, and as wet lhave reccived no rerschute ray,

while the Anerican personncl have drawn theirs

afte? qualification to the date they were taken on

strength 13t Special Service Force. It i3 ob-

viously difficult with nen comrletely nised as

they ere, o have a lad in Tront of hia jumr out

of a plane (which is a nerve-racking tusiness

at the best) srd know he is gettiny §50.0C cxtra

Por dolng it, while wou are not getting anything,

and don't even know whet or when vou will be raid

for teking a sitilar riak,

(HQ3 20-14-32 Vol, 1, Montkly Report, 2 Cdn Para Bn to D.3.0D.,
1 0ct 42). :

15. The original rroposals agreed upon in July 1942 a5 o
working besis for adninistering 2 Cdn Pare Bn (dee pars 12)
suggested that pay for oll nenbers of the 3pecial Service
Force should be at Amerdican rates, asnd that Derendents
Allowanees far Canadisn personncl would be paid under | &
A.Remulations (Mene of Trorcsals, Wickhan-Williawsen, 15
Jul 42, op cit). 1In seceking Mnisterial ap 'roval of such

& rrorosal the €.0.3., subnitted ag his opinicn that it was
of groster inyortsenee thet the rates of ray for thie unit
should esprroximate American rates than that ther should be
egual to the rated for other parachute troops in the
Canedien Arny {(HQS 20-4=32 Vol., 1, C.G.35, to Minister, &
Sep 42). A different view was taken bvy the Minister of
National Defence, who voiced the obiection that making the
ray ¢xactlyv the same as that of U.8. personnsl would be "a
discrimination ltctween these troops and other Canadian trocps
servine in a sinmiler capacity in the Canadian Forces™ (HGS
20=2=32  Minister toc C.G.3., 28 €ct 42), A similar stand
was tekeén by an Inter-Servicec Committce at which the Air
Foree Rerrescntative pointed out that if consideraztion were
given to placing Canedian troops servine with forces of the
Alljed Nations on an equal footing as regards pay, R.C.A.F.
rersennel doing duty in Alaska and others similsrly situated
would have just elaim for the same consideration (HQS 20-L-
32 Vol, 1, Paymaster General to Doputy Minister (Army), 6
Mov: 42},

16. ©On 29 Oct 42 special paratroop pay for Canadians

in the lst Spoeclal Jervice Foree was aprroved at rates of
seventy-Tive cents per day for other ranks and two dollars
for officers (F.R. & I. 1LOA). The rates were to be retro-
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oetive to the date of joiripg the unit (EQS 20-4-32 Vel, 1,
Tel C.0.3. 572, Otusrt to Pore, 26 Oct 42). The new ratos
werae the sanc¢ uz thosc suthorizeqd for flying pay. The
incrcase brought little satisfasction to the menters of 1
Cdn Spee 3oervicc En,

It ws3 & groet di=srrcintment, cesyccially Irom
the men's point of vicw, &3 they et less then
half their Anmcrican friends' pereciute rav. We
nov Kave Canadlan stsif sevcrarts dravins less
monc” thean the American srivstas uider thex ....
Tar reradces for both Canedian and Americen cr-
sbnnel were i£ld after dinner. Therc was con-
sidcrable priping bv the Canadians, bLut no
btréaches of disciyline.

(W.D., 1 Cdn Spce Sarviee En, 30, 31 Oct L2),

a7, The U.S. Comander of the Force reiterated hiz con-
viction that *"in order to ensure the necestarT Ligh norale

not only of tle Cenadian clement tut alsc o the Forco as

a wicle it was highlry desirable, not to say cssentlal, that
Cansdian mcnbers be granted the sane gross retes of jay os
thelr United Stotes cormrades (E5 20-4-32 Vol. 1, Tel,

C.4.%. 31, Tope to 3tuart, 3C Cet 42. Beo also Coloncl
Frederick to Maj.-Gen. Tope, 15 Fan 43, op cit). Yo further
changes, however, were nade in the sesle tust hed been set,
althourh ea late a5 June 1743 ap Inter-Dircctorastc sectin~
held at D.V,.D. to diacuss sd=inistrstive arranpgencnts lor

the unit "took cosnlzence of the fact that a scrious
situaticn obtained * 1th resard to the differcnce in ray
betwoen the Amcrican and the Canadian rersonncl, .... and
noted thet this difference vould be Further sccentuated shouléd
the Torca meve outside the U.S.A., 25 under such conditions
 the Anoricon personnel would thus gualify for en additicnal
20 per cent hicher basic rate” (£S5 20-1-32 Vol. 2, Minutcs
of a Heeting held at D.N.D, orn Tuesday & Jun L3 to @;scus:
81l adninistrative arraonsercnis in conneetion vith 1 Can dree
Servicc Bn). 10 assist orriccrs of 1 Cdn Bpec Service bn,
all of whom were roquircd to rurchase United Statcs service
uniforms, o apecial clothing allowence of %12L.0C rer orfflecer
was authorized (HG3 20-1-32 Veol,.1l, T.C. 51/4310, 26 May 43).

1€, Tho reculiar constituficn of thc lat Special 3ervice
Porece anfl the interration of Canadien snd U.3. perconncl
within 1t ercatoed an unpreccdentod situstion with rogard
to thoe ndministration of discipline., Feraonnel of both
nationalltics would come under and be required to oboy tho
ordera of thelr respective superiers whether the lattor
bolonped to the Canediaon or U.3. Forcos., Thero was no
auch reciprocal lecisletion between Caneds end the United
Stotes ns exdsted in The Visiting Perces (British Common-
woalth) Aets 1533, To nmeet this nowvel condition F.C. 629,
of 26 Jan 43, suthorized the followins provisions:

(a) Evary ofriccr of the Military Forces of
Conade scrving in the 1st Srecial Serviceo
Force was given the powera of en officer
commanding s dctachment with resyect to
Canadlan personncl servin~ in the Force.




{t) In relatien to Cunavian 7ersonnel asuen
sneaber of the U.j. IZilitsrr Forces serving
with Lie force was for -uiscass of conaand,
but not <iselslipe gor sunishaoent, ceszasc
to 3¢ a enber of tle ihlitusy forces of
CansCa, it tanik tlerein ecuivalent to that
hele by Lim in tae United States any.

{c¢) Canacdian nzsuonnel Jerving =with tias Ffoice
1f =lacad undel arsest night be detained
in aueh nloces a3 dght be wade availuble
b7 tie U.J3, Juthor ities,

(HQ3 20-1-32 Vel. 1, 7,C. 629, 26 Jun 43).

19. The instzuctions isoucs by the C.G.3. to the Cificur
Consancing 1 Cln Jhwe Suivice 3n <4urly 1o august 1542 h.d
definec tue s¥Fstel of eowi.nd of the Canacian elesent of
thie 13t 3Soceial Jeivice Foree thus:

In the ocuue of the said netscnuel of the
26 Culwciun DMureliute Battulion so alloeuted,
you ill orders Lhet to nlaca taeipelves
Haver the covi.m of und to ohey 4ll luauful
ardars of tiue sesective officera of tlhe
sub-uuit. to «hieh they arfe posted Jhether
these officers pe O oa lafl oY ajlericun un-
laas snd uutil vou are othaiwise osvered,
Tou will, bdoeuver, aléays reteln and
esercise the nouers of Coruanmciug Crilour
with zoswet Lo sucu evionuel for tue
surnedea of the of mistration of «iacinline
il the sanashocent of offences Jia Jaie
3laall b Ceult sith uréer Cunaciun ¥ilituasy
Lyt 4oc the Einsts desulatiena.
(F13 20-4-32 Vsl. 1, Instructicns to It.-Col. J.G. Lo ween,
4 auz 42).

It ia of intezast to note that in wmking arranseasats for
¢on:n® and €isecinline with regadé to thie "Gr.enlizht Force
thit took part in the KISEA exye’ition in the suxieir of
1943, uhe:e the rel tionshin bet seen Canadian and Units:
States Fosces was that of co-belligerents overating a3
intearsl parts of a codbined force in the field, a sinilur
practice wis Tolloyed, Jor that uscertaking P.C. 5012 of

18 Jur 43 movidel that sxmeent in astters affecting (is-
einline aucfor punisivient tic supericl r.aks of one foice
weie piven noweir of coatlamn’ over the junlor ruaniis of the
other foree aa if thoy all held relative rank in tie saue
fovce (H)C 5;98-5-:1, The Conacian Partzeinat on din the Iilsha
Oueration, ». U},

HOBILTZATICN 48D Talth? TRATNING - FI. FILLIAL EINRY HARUWI T
(1L AU 42 - 12 APR 43)

20. The first eletents of 1 Cun sSpec Jervice Ja (& Cun
Purs 3n) colleected ut Lunsdowns Pazk, 0T%474, «ny at Cdap
Sazcee, CaLGuIY, ot the end of July 1942 (Hy3 20-4-32 Vol.
2, D.3.D. Memo, 24 Jul 42), 27 officers auc Jue oticr
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ranks, talen on unit astrepgth froy Lo, 3 District Duoot on
1l dupg 42, left by tioin fo: Hontara on 13 auwp. Ther joined
tie 1lst ssuvciel service ifnrcein FCRT 3 i€ AR
IS0, at IISL 1., lontana, G neuly constructed ar ty
0uan Cthout et ywevlonsly deen Lhe site of an annual t-o-
weaks' reserve force sarn (W.D., 1 Cin Lpee service 2r,
3=0 .ug 42). During susust ¢rafta froa A.16 C.I.9.0.
CliuY), "B and 03P BARPLE joiged tio unat, anc by
the enc cf the watl 52 officers a .41‘ ctaol danid had
}den talen ou svrengty (W.D., 1 Gin soec service dn, Durt
Il Daily Civera, «UZM6t ol mtetsel 1942).

L IV is serhayy mertaront, in the 1igst of tae lars
nlaver of I2jeets of tiese warssnre]l thut later toul

a6t BlliGa, to nol@ st tho soéel w7ith sfiich ey of ti
voluntury aaraclkutists sere aclectsd und nluoced on dre
to oriug the unat 10 strensth harely 3llowed tue hizh
standire of qualificctions Teruiced (suve wra §) Lo e
fully set. The oz erisuces of cne infitiy datidlion, an
oMesetivnul unit in Poeific Cormand, o5 vreccived in Its
#ar Diary, are arobubly tvaaoasl.

1 ang 42 A Huasy cay arouu? tie Licerly dova and
$eiee SLOTES. 4 YouDoot throush Jdrisace

Tor 1l yvoluntazia for H.34tyoona bicuzut
) Tesily resnonss. TLach y¥ifle coinuny
seat five to the e 1.l Joard und oanly
thl'ea weie s2jocte? out of tueatvy.
boocuaentation oo ey 35 coableicr in
timo to zet tlhoi out by C.P.R. to CuLAIY

at 1740 hrs.

4..u8 42 aotlbes hurrisd cell froa-Figuce for
wis Maraticona, This tiwm e Ddroviced
sovantesn. Tae ove w35 o ranid cne,
st ical Jouyry salections ot 1330 hrs
Al amy oo vae touin ot 1740 hia.

9 auz 42 ore fro Arisace thot ancthier detuch-

‘lent of ndaratrouna 18 nesetet, ab sliort
nctice tweaty nuins weroe supnlied by
covanics, all exceat three ndssing the
Eedicul Boaic,

(#,D., 1 30 P.a. Vols, Cates indicated).

LT o« total of 46 otlier manls seat by this Letlulicm Tox
darviee with 2 Cdn Para 35a, 18 were returaed iaiediately
froa to, 15 Distriet Dejot, and of the 20 -vhich roucliat
HilBla 13 were sent Jack to their sarent unit witlino tuo
weelka. (.D., 1 3n Pus. Wols, Part IF'Daily Orduis, augudt
and 3cpteaoer 1942).

2. Fron the Jtan€moint of erfficiency anc uosale it ww
Larerative thut "atre. linins® of the lat 3neeial service
forae alivuld hHe »cinleted as ranigls as Hougslible, itk L1l
unsuituble e, soniel beliuy seaded out before lutensive
arount training began., To this.end it =.3 Locedsury firvut
to quulify oll nen in sarschute jumning. Froi seven to nine
daya! srelinfniry puracliite training wua.given tia Canadian
jaeavers of the ferce prior to tleir jJjuwining froar a nlane at
120C ft. Using o platform with levels of two, fowr uni six
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feat nbove the ground, students learned rroper methiods of
lending end rollings. In resuler parachute harness suspended
from n Trame that held the pupil three feet atove the

rround he was tsvght how to control his rarschute durinc s
descent, how to cheek and prevent oscillation, how to et
his banek to the wind end how to smide his chute and to laand.
Fron the “ilock-up®, a frame structure tuilt Tour feet above
the ground and resembtlins the catin of an seroplane, the
student learned the proper nethod of exit from the plane.
Rerular route marches and strenuous F.T. Tormed 2 part of
the rerachute training rrogram, vhile leg ruselss tenefitted
by the prectice jumpiny from the jump pilatform (E45 2C-16-
32 Vol. 1, ¥onthly Report of 2 Can Fara In, August 1%.,2).

23. During the period 6-31 August Carsdian personnel to
the nunber of 35 officers and 435 other ranks qualified as
parachutists in the Force. In tiie sSame tinme one officer
and 175 other ranks were sent tack to Csneda (W.D., 1 Cdn
Spec Service Bn, 31 Aug 42)., Refusel to junp - two chences
were ~iven - was the nain cause of these rejectz,., In his
initial monthly report tc COTTANA the Commanding Cfficer,
Lt.-Col. J.G. KeQueen, enrhasized the need Tor returning
these sen,

During the reried &-31 Aug 42, cone officer
and 175 other ranks have been returned to
Distriet Depot 13. The majoritr of this
rnunter have teen due to losz of nerve and
abaglnute inntility of tiie men to stend
helght. I have -ersorsily interviewed ecach
man teforc returning and on the advice of
the inatructor concerned and the man's
statenmmt of his nervousness I have des-
patched him to District Desot 13. It ia
inrerative that such perscnnel leave this
Farce imedistely in the intereat of the
morale ol the riemainder of tiie troops.

In fairness to the Canadians who vere thus returned for
Failure to jump it should te pointed out that experienced
United States parachute instructors declared such s
condition to te quite normel and to be expected. (Monthly
Report of 2 Cdn FPars En, August 1942),

2l Ceaualties sustalned by Caradian personnel when
quallifving as rarachutists were not heavy considering the
nazardous nature of the trajning. A report made on 15 Aug
ghowed that for the first part of August the injury rate
I'or Canndian personnel was aprroximately half of that of
U.3. Army personnel, a fact which indicated thet there was
no deficiency of ingtruction or equipment in the training
of the Canadiens (HQS 20-16-32 Vol, 1, Interim Report to
D.N.D., Training Casualties, 15 Aug 42), By the end of the
month injuries ineurred by Canadisn persornel in pre-jump
training end in 1100 jumps amounted te 11 officers, (5
fractures, 6 sprains) and 73 other ranks (26 fractures, L7
sprains). "hile personnel injured by srreins were able to
resume training within a short pericd, those with fractures
were compelled to forego further training with the Force,
83 by tho time that ther were able to return to duty they
would not only te far behind their comrades in the amount
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of trairing received, btut tley would also leck the superd
rhysicel fitness thal rarticipaticn drn sush treining toth
enpendared and denmanled (Jontkly Rerort of 2 Cdn Fers En,
Aupust 194

D Tt was u*““rLurnLL that the uzL“ewd*nr Officer Lt,-
Col. 1eQueen, who onll.ag 42vas the Tirst Canadisn to nale
a jump, .fractured his anlle, and 25 a resuit was irevented
f'ron twking rart in Martier traiaing (W.D2., 1 Cda Svee
Service Bn, 13 Aug 42). Lt.-Col. licCueen was aprointed

tec serve ns Canadian repre-entetive on the plannins” staff
of tie FFLOUGE™ jroject st TASTECTE (FEls 7C-1-32 Vol, 1,

] 1,
C.C.3. Instructicns tc lt.-Col. J.0. Folmean, © 3er 42).
Fis 1lagce as C"ficer Conmanding 2 Cdn Fara Fn end Second-
in-Command of the lut Srecisl Service Force was taren by
1t.=Col, D.D. *Hlliarson, “%0 kad coue ito the Unit In the
renk of lMalor fron lst Tsttalfor Dufferin and Hsldimend
RiTles ('3 2C-1-32 Vol. i, £.6.3. Instructions to Lt.-Col.
a. j. "iz.'l Iﬂ!"‘:-ClL, ‘: q_;r ilx I|Ir

2h. By the erd of I'orvepter a total of 335 all ranks
teen returped to Carala, and ™asss evacuetion® from the
battalion Lad been cop- letrd., This nunber of casuslties
irid rejecta, out of s tatal of 54 ofrficers snc CL4 LthJ
ren!s token or atrenpth betreen 1 Aug snd JC Hov L2, vas
troken cown g2 ‘ollovws:-
Effr=. C.Bs fotal

Returned at own recvest

(AfTaid to jurr) == 153 1€3

Returrned Yeceauce of Tnjwvrieas f _ b 70
Returned for ledical Ressons 3 35 L2
Returned as Undesirable - 26 26
8.0.5. as Desarters - 3 3
Tnder Ave - 1 i |

Total returned for ell

regaJons g 326 335
(F7s8 2¢-16-32 Vol, 1, Monthly Report of 2 Cdn Tars En,
Foveriber 1942, Aprx "A", Casuslty Rejort as of 1 Dee L2].

2 Tn order to resteore the Canadian com;onent of the lat
3pecial Service Porce to sy roxizmately the number oripinally
anthorized, Colonel Predericls request for 100 other ranka
reinforcenents waig met by a decision to suryly qualirfled

parachutiatas from 1 Cdn Tara Fn, which was in training at

IORT BENITING, Oa. (Monihlv Report of 2 Cdn Fara En, Noveuber

1?&?]. Ah officer of 2 Cdn Tera En went to FORT EINNIKG to
select these “oiv“nrﬂe ents , and on 10 Deec 42, 97 trained
parachutih1a, sone of whom had quslified lcth in Znelund
and in the U.S8., arrived st FORT “daiall IEI'RY FARRISCY to
111 tlie depleted ranks of t?e Canadian elenent of tle lst
8yeeial Service Torce (W.D., 1 Cén 3Syeec Service En, 10 Dec
Lk2), As night te exrected, tLis transfer of rersonnel vas




regarded with dissstisfacticn br 1 Cdn lsra En, viich felt
that this lose of tralned men was bound to retard lts own
growth and postyone the date of its tecoming an crerational
unit (¥.D., 1 Cdn Tara Fn, 7 Dec 42). The new reinforcements,
whose atage of training wes well advanced, were resdilr ab-
Sorbed into their new unit. A punmbter of thema who Lhsd received
their qualirications as perachutists in the United Lingdon
were roquired to tump avein, in order to guelify in the
nethod used fn Anerica (¥.D., 1 Cdn Specc 3ervice En, 20 Dec
L2, ¥or a ncte on the differences tetween Eritish and
Anericsn matheds of Taraclute Treininz and Junring see

Rerort ist Orfr CMEQ Ko, 138, The lst Capadian Tarachute
Eattslion, Organization end Treining, July 1042 - June 1J.4,
pera <k ). i 4

2, As soon e~ sll memiers of the Esttalion had qualified
as perackutists, & full schkefele of ground trzining btegen
in earnest for tie Force, There were no Tatigues or duties
to interfere with the ricorous training Trogresmme to which
tlie combat restinents were now subiected (see para 10). A
training day commenced at 053C hrs snd lasted until 163
hrs, and in sddition officers and ¥.C.0's attended cles
every evening. There was a llteral suprls of trainingz
equirment ftlms, which covered :ractically =1l sublectz on
the prograrma, Cencodian rersonmal werec ziven srecisl in-
structicon and exercise ir the use of the American tvypes of
weajonsd with vhich the Force was equirred. Tie eatatlishment
ellotted to eac!: individual of the Combat Hohkelon g .15-
calilre Avtonstic IMstel and & Coobet Indfe, Zaca officer
carried a .30 Cartine, gnd each other renk a Garsnd Rille
¥-1l, Tho~scn Sub facliiine Curs, Trovnins Liskt Fachine Guns
and Anti-tank Rifles vere distritvted on the besis ol one
each per seetion. BEach pletcon carried in addition a OU-um
Yortar and Tortatle Flane T.rover (57 iks) (PR3 2C-16-32
Vol. 1, Vonthly Report, 2 Zdn Tara In, November 1542, Arrx
"B, Tentative Tabtles of Crgsnization, Conmbat Bchelon).
Desided ragel7ingtrainine in tLe wea;ons sglloited to hia for
personal defence mpch oflicer and —an learned to uze every
tvpe of wesjon in the Yorce, end was given yreliminary train-
ing in the =maintenance and oyerstion of the Tortatle Flaae
Throver, Fe alao reoceived a considerable amount of prectice
in d?nolltiun work (Monthly Rerort, 2 8dn Fara En, November
42).

C
5e3

2. The proframme of phvsicel trainirg wes desisned to
rroduce a standard of reneral fitness and stsmine carabtle of
meoting the severest demands made uyen it by fatigue ol con-
bet, unfavouralble terrsin or sdverce weather,

This (phvsical troining) has been built up
to such s pitch that an ordinary rerson would
drop fron slieor exhaustion in its early stazes.
This covrse includes erswling, rore clinbing,
boxing, push-ups, (eres, much doubling and
running. Tach officer and man rust te able
to run @ nile in less than ten minutes, and
it i3 worth nenticning that the majority
enn do it in nround seven minutes, and some
as low as Tive and one-half minutes, which is
our record so 'er.

(Monthly Report, 2 Cdn Para Ba, September 1942),
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I obstucle coul ;o thot took @ oot hulf hour te neantiatae
Wda Used Cally Sr all funks, Un.rieo coibuat was tousht by
4 elass of instructors it receavew thelr training fro.a an
epert in the 3Shenghal nllice shcse services Lad been
deyulired by the FPorce (Honthiy ke wort, 2 Cda Pars 3n, 1942).
a Jh=111¢ cross-country ua.fb-to-dusiy foreed juarehl 1n butule
ordey and witl Jati=20lea held in 11d-October aroved a
gruelling Cest of stating thut weeled. out soae 20 Canudlan
othor rusls on sedical =rounds {Lonllly Wepurt, 2 C.n DPura
an, 1942).

0, fithi thie ez aval of wimter tlhe traed 48 tzaininc
turned te Jiins, wantain clitbing and cold weathes con-
cithonline. fFour & ficery = eizht H.C.0a. f&oa tue nov

Crapciun any forei a ean.ale instruelionsl eudre loy 3l
tralning up. trainine in =inter warfave, 7le snoy-covered
iontana foothills nrovidaed traininz zrounds that sunlated
well 1ia tyve of teriuin and clivatic copvitions which tle
Joroe ipht ex»reet tc sncounter iy tle iojocted ILTVEY
engraticn. 2atrola and sib-unitas bivousered in the snc g
Lo afudt Lhewalves to oer -tin: anftes: friylc comr lticus.
Sub-2e10 Lo per.tures ikl s Joaouwsty, which at tiwes dropped
to Y &, were tict Jlicuodr Lo canse acte tach o @ARLAUD
intesiunticn of tesining (Loutily Revort, 2 Cum Pu:a Jn,
Junuare 1943),

P2 Tho coaing of cold e tier gave all runls an epror-
tunity of teltine unfel winted coaiitacny Lie merflor whnee
of the noa "T-15" Cu. g0 C.oydcr, Lhe seéciet tiracked vellcle
tiut had Dwen asnesci 1ly f-sizned amdd develcoped o1 tiuce doe
of tiae force, Late in Oclcher 1947 tihe Fuiec's sunply of
"P=1573" L.é arsived fros Lthe factoivy, ant civilian elnerta
84C besug to train o Initicol eadre of inJtructors in the
Jduintenauce und oreratiovn of the vehiele (ioathly Kenort,

2 Con Pava 3n, Oectobea 1342), Later all rerconuel ruceived
gonnlete nechanioul and €iiving instruction. The "T-15" was
net « eo0iout veliiele, Lut foxr the surnose fod whieh 1t w3
desisned, tlLo r.pic tiansortuetion of den and 3 @1l quantities
of supnlr over cifficult terruin im cclc clilutes, the
Adchiine gsarvad acaiiably (Homthly JZevort, 2 Cia Yura 3n,
Daceaber 1942). The Fores i:3 "rovice. with some 600 of
ticse veliiclos, - onocusa to =llow two -ien to Tide in euch
(Epd 10-4=32 Jol, 1, 4npx to ilamo to De2:Do, 15 Jul 42,
Table of Orzinizavion, Snmecisl Service Force ga), Evary T-15"
4y erginne’ gither with ranlo sets canadie of tranaaitting
and receiving, or with receivins sets only. In tie coibut
seotlons the shecial combaut -igamon (i.e., 6C-am lortur,
Jortable Fluase Thrower, ete.,) was curried in a "T-

For one vohiele of wach coabat section a aleu triler ‘ag
davallable to e towed by the vehicle, GUlest sled ti.llera,
whicl wern alse “wovaierd Tor the vehiecles ol tiae Leglaent.l
supnly Detachisont, weie uael te garry avniticoul fuel for
thie velhiclas ot tLhe secticn, weadlition sateriusl or oillier
sunnlieas, and for evicuwatin: 3L¢3chubi (By3 10-16=32 vol.

1, Tontutive Tubles uf Orpanization). It 13 of inturest

L0 fute Lhat =157 curno carriess were sunplied en a cem-
naratively sasll aseale to the joint U,3., - Canadian (Green-
1ight) force thut eifected tls occunaticn of KIJKA in
~Unust 1943, On the trackless tundra-covered Hills of the

JI‘J



island the "snow-jear s’ prﬁ?nﬁ tlieir ugefulness in trans-
portinz 1i¢ht leada v igl. i=savis: tivctors coulfs ot
fpgotiats, but tiw yoei” surisce of tua ujlauf rid =s soon
playvac havoe with tleiy eatmaTiilor Lreads ang 1i &t o e
wherls EL 3 5393=5-4 tus Cunadian cazticijation in tihe
EKiska Cosration, p. 55 %

32 As inéiwmigual treiniug wrig counietré eollnctive tz3znins
bezal.r. Mie murtpgas Por v iell Tl ¥oree | 2d he N oy sanized
ware flaat.r Apfieatsr -t .pbieeliyes Uescrjibog fox

kg Plipse of pYSinglin] T It =iy degiimen g gl 2/ v1i'w to
davealopin: 311 units and sth-uwriis TLoN b g~etiosn to

8 T 16t It o ht oLil - or.aniratio.) setiaTed to

3000 1113] suegassiuli. " Lo fﬂllﬂ”lﬂ, Lypes of coiibst
143

(a) Orerate against vitsl "Wiitsrt er industyial
Tay jets.

(v) Orerste rg-a. owerland raidia; voree in-
11 trsbiny, regetrstins o aneded iy T 296p
jute eueguprr tayTitos ta éantroy in oxtant

tar ets.
. {€) Operate 'x 3 sresriex in -foretu: aizoi-lv
fortirisd Iooslities Sl hg ey wtation
« of early sup-oit Tiom foimucly troo €.

(6) Opnists 1: cold or ountsraous regioas to

apgomr visic an7 o 3kl of tie posaible is-
51008«
(hontnlz RaEyore, 2 Cén Fs1a i, “ovenbay 1942, dpix “0Y,

Trainiay Tenorandul, lst Spsciyl Sarviee Foreel).

witiistel. 2 rrosraniae o1 toaiding se eculsd It vpuld seen

38 LLons. Tt et Smaedsc Jurvic: byl aiss el oa tia v to
boconinn 9 Porer wi Sules=apeciaidets I offensive -rarfave
tiat ?"“J sunouacessats . ad seclained it {3 20-4-32, Caaadian
Fress mllstin, Wasoingston, b Auy 42},

o s Althiowsh on? of tiLe uain ovjoetives 1a die trainiang of
tie 1st Spreial Service'Force: dayiag tlhe winter of 1942-3

33 0 rispaie I'or sieratioidal speloyaant ia Artic snd ouan-
ta.nous 1 gions, tie likeliipad Bf the Foree’s being sent to
lor:iay .ad digajieared writh tha caacﬂllatlcu, in Celobep, of
i YPLOYGH p*ujaﬂt, on - w@at Lt .-Col. McQuaen, of the
Tlannia ; Staf{ in WASHIIIGTON, ratosted to D.A.D. that Colonnl
Frederick had wisited LOTON ané had ciscovared tuere tiat an
alternstive plag Tor tio sa.otaje of Nor're dan power iustale
13tions «3d@ been arranzad hr 3:*'1h1"1 Jubhbing; 8.0.E. (who
vias 1 charze ~f all sahotame op=ratioas for the Eusopean
continent), and hed yveciived arrioval of tlhie Norwszien Army
dnc s 'Claels of Stalff-4n 1OUDEN: e -plagiers »T tlie
Lo praject hasd engcountarnd e ifiiculty ovex the guestisn
of avaiiaviidty of tie airteralt neccgaary O thn operation.
The U.5. Arny Air Corps did .ot i.dva the numoer of airerift
issHiTad, dor vas the Ameriean type of Tiane suitahle “'or
drupping thn Foyseata PP=15" Caj e Carrier. 'ThHe British

"1.




Chief of Alr 5taf{, when asked br the C.C.0. for the use of
750 Lancaster bonbers for the niddle of Januasry 1943, rerlied
that unless the "TLOUGH" vroject was going to inflict more
damame to tihe eneny than the actual boubing of Germany he
could not entertein the proposal to divert R.A.T. planes to
the Norwerian operation (HQS 20-4=32 Vol. 1, It.-Col. T.C.
FeQueen to C.7,3., & Qot 42),

2, The question of the future emrlorsment of 2 Cdn Fara

Pn btecame an immedlate matter for General Staff decicion.
TPointing out that the U.3. War Denartment was now faced with
the choice of continuing to wsintesin and train the 15

Special Service Forece in eutielipstion of soie other oper-
ational objective or of disbanding the Forece, General Iurchie
catled the C.G.5., Goneral Stuart, whe was in LQAIDCE, sug-
geoting thot I'our alternatives were open to 2 Cdn Tera En,

(2) Continue with Srecisl Service Force if
Arericang so deaire.

(t) Amalgamate ~ith lst Parachute Dattalion.
{c) Distend and disTerse personnel.

(d) netain as ordirer~ parschute battalion for
services at hone or albroad.

(BQS 20-L~32 Vol. 1, Tel G.u.D. 2068, Stuart from Murchie,
g 0et 42),

55 On 17 Cet 42 Genersl MVars4ell inforamed Genersl Toye
that the non-avnllslilitr o air or sea trensport had neces-
sitated eancellin: the “IFLCOT @' operalions as oririnally con-
celved., A decisdon had tren resched to retsin the lst 37ecisl
Jervice Force a8 a sreecial unit, and to continue its training
with a view to its yossible employment in the CAUCASUS arca
early in 1843, In view of the existing agreement that 2 Cdn
Tara Bn be used jointly in the "PLOUGH"™ oreration, Genersl
lMarshall asked that the Canadian Government expreas approval
or disaprroval of the continued narticipation of the Cenadian
unit in orerations of the lst Gpecisl Service Force prior

to thie initiation of any Jdiscussions with the Boviet Govern-
ment. (1’03 20-2=32, Chiel of 8taff U.S. War Devertment to
Commander Cenadian Army Staff, Washinpton, 17 Oct 42).

36, Similtaneously with General Marshall's letter the cese
for a definite declarsition of policy Ly the Canadian Govern-
rnent: with regard to the fMutire enployment of the 2 Cdn Fara
Bn was advanced sonewhat Strongly by Colonel Fredericl: in o
letter to Lt.=Col, McQueen. Referrings to D,N.D's, reser-
vetion that Canadian persornel would not be comitted to any
combat operation or hoved fron the orth American continent
without suthority belng granted by OTTATA (EG3 20-1-32 Vol.
I, C.0.3, Instructions to It.-Col, D.l., Willianson, 9 3ep
ki), the Force Cormander pointed out the limitations that
were thus iwmposed uron the Force as a whole,

The Canadisn personnel in the Force comprise
almost half of the combat echelon., Ja the
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event tiat Canadian rersonnsl would nct
te perpiitied to engage in an operation
‘to which the Porce i ascigned, the
strength of the contat echelon would te
50 greatlr reduced as to peke it insde-
guete for anv protatls eploment.

The United States is spending large
sums on the clothing, housing, equipnent,
training, medical sttention, and welfare
of the Canadian rersonnel with this Force.
In sddit:on, ell services incidental to
naintenance of ti= Cengdian rersoennel
with the Force are rerfor-ed by United
States Arti7 personnel,

it i3 believed thst &n fzirness teo
the United 3tates, the Canadian CGovern-
ment shoutld at ths tine specifically
State anry linitstions uron tite conmbat erp-
lonent of the Cancdian rercomnel of the
Porce.

W11l rou nleasse obtzin for the in-
foroation of Ll'e Jar Derartaent & uritten
anuthoritative stoteent of the theetires
of eperaticns in vlich thie Canadian per-
sonnel of the Force uay bte emrloved as
an inte ral part of tlie Fcoree, tosether
witl defin‘te stataents of any restrictions
on the move-ent o the Caradisn personngl
frox this continert and on the é&ploynent
of the Canadinn rersconrel in combat oper-
aticrs,

(55 2¢=-2-32, Colonel R.T., Frederick to Lt.-Col. J.G.
NeQueen, 15 Oct A2).

37. T7i¢ Tate ol tle Canadian comyonent of the lst Jrecial
Jervice Jorce, not to sar of the Torce itself, reaained in
aberance while the politicael and nilitary implicastions of
future snployment were congidered. 7In his eable to Generasl
Jtuart (see rara 34) the V.C,G.3, had pointed to the un-
welcome publicity that would accompany Canadian withdrawal
from the Nighly sdvertised Irecial Serviee Force, and General
Fope, although "unsware ol Lie actval reasons which led

(the C..8.) to recorriend that Carada be represented in

this Torge®™ su rested that it would bte unfortunate to have
to forago the months of aetive training to the eredit of tle
comrosite force, esjecially ps it was "the only unit aveil-
able to the foreces of the United Fations, other than Ruaspia,
which hed or would have hed training in syecial fipghting
under snow conditions!" (I3 20-2-32, Maj-Cen, M,A. Tope to
B.G.3.,; 20 Oct 42).

3C. The cuesation of the indefinite stetus of 2 Cdn Fars

Bn was noted bLr the !Hnister of Faticnal Defence when le
ssked vhether fron the Cansdian viewpoint the lst 3pecisl
3ervice Torce was anvthing more than just a stand-by Force,
"its principal virtue being that 1% gives us the oprortunity




to sar that Canadisns and Americens are co-operatings' (i3
EE‘E"JE’ }Hniﬂtﬂr to :.G.S-, E{' Gﬂt- l‘.{.z]. T!IE c.ﬁof-i-
accordinglyr teleiraghed Genersl Tope as follows:

Does the U.3, Arsr reallr vant us to cantinue
our gasoecjation with it in this Srecial Jer-

vice ToreeY “ill the V.5. &Lrnay ecree to cur

conditicns of contimuia~ asscociation, nanmely

Liat anry operaticnel rrojects contemmleted

te subject to ayrrovisl by tiis Feadquarters?

¥

30, The Raerican renlvy te toth cueries wes a definile
alfirzative, and a eorroborstion ¢f Geneéral Varshsll'a letter
of 17 Cct, but Genersl Mclarne7, Deputy Chiel of 3tars, U.d.
Arzy, 7as guoted a5 believins that the CAUCALS proposal
as"copnsidered to le at test a doubiful starter™, "Very
tentative and nvite inconelusive consideration™ was nov
teing ~iver to emploTient of tis Force in the Tacirfic Xorth-
=ant and the Pacifiec Jouth-Test. THe Tosgibilitr wvaz aslso
rut forward of dearateliirn” the Porce to the United Fincdon
early in 1913, and Loldin: it tiere intasct Tor ewplornent

in ad oining tieatres; as ard *len a suitslle opportunity
arose (H3 20-4-32, Tel C...™, 32, Pore to C.C.3., 3C Cct
L2).

B - ]

5 sovnded bt the Jemutr Chief

7, in atier of 13 I'ov &2 to Genersl Iope.
Genarsl Fellorney stated tist the possibility of using the
15t Orecial Service Foree [or o-erations in the CAUCASUS lLiad
tean relected becauvse ti:e tervain ard the taeticel situation
were not beljieved suitatle. 7Tl.e Toree would he retained as
e apecisl unit and would vodertake intenzive training in
nl'I}'ihibiﬂus operctions,

L. Yilitarr develoyuerts indicate a wvery
profitable possitle use Tor this Force in
the llediterranean Area, 3recial trainines
In demolitions and in ranger operations
esyeclally qualifies the 1ot Special Ser-
vice Torce ror cuck an enterprise, Flan-
ning is now proceeding with a view to usin-
the Force fer earlr ection in Italy,
Serdirvia, or Bicily.

g9a In view of our rresent asrcement that
the Second Canadian Ferachute Pattalion te
used jointly in the I'loush Trojeet, arrroval
of' the Canadian Governtient is requested for
the continuing prarticinration of the Fat-
tallion with the 1lst Srecial Service Force.

(RS 20-2-32, Lt.-Gen. J.T. MNclarney to Naj.-GCen. M,A. Fope,
13 Nov 42},

L1, The United States yproposal was piven immediate con-
sideration In OTTAWA end or 1€ Yov L2 the War Comnmittee of
the Cabinet arvrcved the Finlster's recommendation that
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"the 1st Srecial Scrvice Porce, undergoing training in the
United States should brave its training directed toward pre-
parotion rfor special operations in the lediterrarcan Arca”
(RS 20-2-32, Minister of Mational Defence to C.G.S., 2C
fov 42). The nencrandum coverins this decision faplied but
did not specifically refer to continued Canadian jertici-
pation, but on 23 lov the C.0,3. telegravhed General TFore
as follous:

Approval rranted Ly War Comomittee for
employment of 3Jecond Canadian Psrachute
Battalion with lst 3;ecisl Service Force
in oreration ocutlined in para & of letter
dated 13 November from Lt.-CGen. EcKarney
to 70U.

(198 20-2-32, Tel G3 624, Fope fron Stuart, 23 Yov 4Z),

42. The principles uron whiol thke slove procedure of the
Canadisn Government appears to have been based, and wlifch
ruided action on subsequent occasions (sce para 50), were
set forth in a J.A.C. Venorandum to the C.G.3. thus:

13t Srecial Jervice Force has peculiar
ghnractoristics in that Cansdiasn and U.3,
Personnel fAre inte~rated in a ~reater
desree than woiuld te the case with res-
pect to a combined Allied Force comjricing
taclical formations of the resteciive
pations, cuch one of which vas wiot might
be tered o serarsate entitr., In the case
of the 1st oneelal Jervice Force a Vvith-
drawal of the Cansdilsn vortiaon would have
the effect of disrurting tic Force as such,
- s whereas in the cace of & combined Allied
‘ Force the withdraysl froa combinationof any

portion thereof telonging tc one of the

Allied ¥ations would nct iave the effect

of disruntine thke other Allied components,

thouvgh of coturse it might gnd probably

would have sone effect on the manner in

vihich said contined foree.-was to be en-

ployred.,

If Canadian »articipation in the 1lst

drecial Service Porce hei bLeen agreed .

to and the declsion as to the tacticel

or stratezlicel emrlovment of said Force

is to be left with the U.3. Government,

then I supgsest that the U.3. Governuent,

upon reaching a decision in respect of

the matters nentioned, should &t once

inform the Canadinmn Governient and if

the latter agreea to the emplovient of

Cenadian personnel in tlie task or role

eongerned there should not from that

stae on be any question as to nou-pur-

ticlpation Ly such Canadisn personnel.

(HQS 20-1-32 Vol. 1, J.A.G, te C.G.5., 25 Oct 42).
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L3, Vmile plans for the Tuture role of the lst Special
Sarvice FPorce viere thus undersoins frequernt revision, the
Force continuad its winter trainirg at FORT HARRISBCH. Al-
.thourh the possibilit~ of engagines in cold clinste operations
was now remote, the original treining schedule was adliered
L0, vitk skilng, accompgnied Lty ‘exercisss and conditionin:
in winter warfare, forning the basis of the prograrme
(Teekly trainins schedules for 1st 3recial Service Force
from Cctober 19L2 to Fareh 1743 sre zprended to the ‘Jar
Diery, 2 Cdn Para DBn, lareh 1S43).. By order of the U.3. Var
Departient winter treining gs such was susyended on 2 Feb
&3, pendins decision as to the thegtre and tine of enrlor-

. ment of the Forece (Monthly Report, Fetruary 1943).

AIETTRICUS TRATINIG = 5T. ERADTORD {15 &F2 - 23 MAY L2)

L. In aid=-April the Torce mwoved to L3> 3R.DFLRD, a U.3.
Favy Anphibvious Trainins Coentre on the Atlantic Coest, 14
miles fron NORFCIE, Va. (W.D., 2 Cin Fara Bn, 12-15 Apr

43). Trainine Imelintely scouned a neuticel character, snd
after a week of nrelininar+ instruction and practice which
included swirming, net-scalin-, the handlinc of rutlber btoats,
and various forms of landings, all three recinmernts of the
vorce tartiecinated in & rine-dar series of shir-to-shore
exarcices in CHESATRALZ DAY {195 20-16-32 Vel, 1, lionthkly
Rerort, 2 Cdn Tera En, Avril 1943, Arrx "B® end "C").

k5. Tor 2ix weeks the Force resained at FORT LRADFPCRD

undercoing Intensive training in ell rheses of the tvpe of

landing that its units or sul-units might te exiected to have

to make, The Tollowing schedule for the week 17-22 May 43

indicates the comprehansive nature of this training:
SUBIECTS HOURS 2

Lifebelt Swirming Landinss from

Landing Crart 7
Destruction of Underwster Okstacles L
Surf Training with Rubber Boats,

Earges, and Lifebtelt Swirming L
Barge and Rubber Doat Towing 12
Rubbcr Roat Exereise ond Critique &
Fand to Fand Combat 2

' Extended Order Drill and Arm and

Hand Silrmels 2
Cloze Order Drill |
Jeouting and Tetrolling b
Map and Aorial Thoto Reading 2
Renmoval of Anti-Tank and Anti-

Parsonnel Mlnes 1
Care and Cleanins of Weapons 2
Inspection b

TOTAL 51

(W.D., 1 CAn Spec Service Fn, May 1943 Aprx "C"),
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46, From CAMI' BRADTORD the Force moved inlarnd again, to
take up temporary quarters, on 23 Mey, st FCRT ETHAN ALLZIX,

&8 permanent cavalry post neer BURLIFGTCK, Vt., and sbtout
throe miles from LAKE CHAMPLAIN (¥.D., 1 Cdn Spec Service

Bn, 23 Yey 43}, Land training wes resumed vith an cntlhusiasn
that zrew Iron the prospect of a ove to an onerstional arce
in the ncer future. Colonel Frederick had told his orfficers
that on "one day in Washington within Tourteen lhours the
Foerec hed been assignod to six different missionu™ (W.D. 1
Cdn Spec Service Bn, 2€ Vay 43). The objective of treining
set for the first threo wecks of June %as "to reach the
hirhest possitle state of readiness for combat™ (¥,D., 1 Cdn
Spec 3ervice Bn, Mary 1943, Avpx *C"®), ZEnphasis was lcid on
living under rield conditions for sn extended Teried of tine,
operzting as an assault force (froa the lowest sub-unit to
the Force as a whole), ralding operations bty dey snd night,
superjor march technique (which included 20-mile forccd
marches ), and above all, rroficlency in the use of ell Force
wearons flklﬂl-

L7. The guestion of providing Cancdien reinforcermcnts for
the 1st Specisl Service Force vwes reised szain in Fetrusry
1643, when Colonel Frederick recuested that & officers and

125 otlier ranlks te surrlied for imiediate treininz (EQS 20-
k=32 Vol, 2, Tel C.A.W. 190, Cdn Army 3taff, Tashington to
D.3.D., 22 Febt 43, end C.A.7. 156, 25 Feb 43). Since 2 Cdn
Fara En had teen broucht up to authorized strenzth in the rroye-
fous December (see para 27} no firn rolicy in the hatter of
providing reinforcaments sprears to hove besen decided on, The
strength originally suthorized by the Einister of Nationel
Defence was 47 ofrficera ond G50 other ranks (see pera 6).
The total estallishment Ior C.RS in the Combat Forece wes

167, so that while tlc Cansdiasn fipure of 650 more than mot
the 50 per-cent gquota (5£3), it did not allow Tor an egual
Canadian share in the nornul 20 per-cent first roinforcencnty,
i.e. an additional 117 Canadisn C.RS.. The original intonticn
that Canadg sbould su v1vy onec-hali thc total establishient,
plua one-holf the 2C rer-cont which would be token as first
reinforcerments, had not up until now been implemented, &5 the
shortare of tine available tecfore anticipated oporations had
led the Americsn suthorities to undertake to supply anv do-
fieiencles in reinforcements (HQS 20-4-32 Vol, 2, D.3.D. to
C.G.3., 24 Fob 43), The recent change in the Force's rro-
pesed role, howevor, now allowed time to complete the
provision of tho Canedicn proportion of reinforcemcnts (HQS
R0=4=-32 Vol, 2, Tel C,A,W. 190, Fope to D.3.D., 22 Feb 43),
A submission to Trivy Council was prepared, rocommending that
the Canadiun comronent of the lst 3peecial Jervice Forco be
47 officera and 700 otlher ranks, torether with a paymaster
and two administrative other ranks. The recommendation was
;gpﬁcYedI?h 5 Nay 43 (P.C. 76/3711, Copy on file H.Q. 2C=1-

ol .

LE, To neet the new demand 1 Cdn Fara Bn, still in train-
ing at FORT DEMING, was called on to supply the recuired
personnel, btut on a woluntarv basis only (HQS 20-4-32 Vol.

2, A.G, Tel, MNOB 459, 26 Feb 43, and €.G.3. Tel, G.3.D. 256,
28 Peb'43),  But the reluctance with which 1 Oda Fara Bn had
seen the tranafer of 97 of its members to the Special 3ervice



Battalion in Decentoer 1Q4L2 was conce npore reflected in tlie
genaral disginelination of officers and men to leave their
battalien. A stronr "esprit de corrs™ had develored, and
it was exjected that 1 Cdn Tara In would soon lLe movine
overs=as a5 a unjit. Fo officers and oenly twelve cther
ranks volunteered for transfer (FQS 20-4-32 Vol. 2, D.A.G.
Maemo, 2 Mur 43). One reesson advenced for the lasck of res-
ponse to the c¢call for voluntrers was thet tlie men feared
tlial transfer to 2 Cdn I'ara En would de-rive them of en
oprortunity of leave in Cagneda (Ibid). A Tew weeks' delar
in surplying reinforeements was tiercfore recuected, a
request to wiich Colonel Prederick was unable to accede,

Fe had becn-notified thet the Alljed Cormander-in-Chief,
Worth Africa, red on 1 Far acked the U.3. ¥ar Departrment to
make the Force svailable to him a5 soon 8s posaible (HYS
20-h~32, Vol. 2, Tel C.A.W. 205, Cdn Aray Staff to D.3.D.

3 Fer L2). On 7 Mar the 12 other rank reinforcenents
arrived at FORT FARRISOYN %o lie talén on strength 2 Cdn Fars
Pn (¥.D., 2 Cdn Pars En, 7.Mar L3).

&% These were the last Csnadien versonnel to reinforce

thie lst Specinl Service Force before it left the U.S, OCn

20 Arr 43 the C.G.3, recormended to the Minister that no
further reinforeenents be sent, and that the fact te accepted
that the Canedisn Comronent would bLe slirhtly less then 50%
of the total strenath of the Force., In submittin- his re-
comlendation Genersl Stuart pointed out that a toteml of 54
officers and 955 other ranks liad been desratehed to the
Force, of whon 307 personnel lkad been returned for vericus
reasons by the end of Mareh 1943. It followed that Canads
had rroduced her fair shere of jersonnel for the Force, and
the existines strength of 43 officers and 579 other ranks
would raemaln with the Force less such wastame es might occur
in the futwre, And cnce tle 15t Specigl Jervice Force left
the Unjted States on specisal missicn it would not te rsin-
forced by elther Canudian or lfmerican personnel (EQS 20-1-32
Vol. 1, C.G,5. to Finister, 20 Apr 43, See also Vol, 2,
Minutes of Keating held at D.0I.D. € Jun 43, at which reference
was mads to the cancellation of Canadian reirnforcements for

1 €dn 3pae Service Bn),

OPERATIONS IN THE ALZUTIANS {9 JUL = 21 AUG L3)

50, While 1 Cdn Spee Service En - tlis new name for 2 Cdn
Fara Bn was teken into uce on 27 Vay 43 (see unit War Diary
that date) - wan occupied at FORT ETHAN ALLEN in the Tinal
dtages of training for combat, in WASHINGTON and OTTAWA the
U.5. War Derartment and the Canadiasn Government were reach-
inrs further agreement on the Niture employment of the lst
Speeial Bervice Force, On 1 Jun 43 the War Department ro-
quesgted Canadian aprroval of movement of the Force, with 1
Cdn Spee Jervice En Included, to the United Kingdom in July
1943 for operations in tlie Zurorean Theatre, The nproposal
was based on declsions reached by the combined Chiefs of
Staff in WASHINGTON (HQS 20-2-32, Tel C.A.W. 365 Cdn Army
Staff to C.G.3,, 1 Jun 43), But before Catinet action had
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been teken in OTTA'A a tele razn Trorm General Poje on 10 Jun
indicated the l1ikelikood of a fortlicoring request for en-
rlovment of the Foree in tle Aleutiens, Genercl Toje
jointed out that tlhe Eritish Jeint Service Mission, who had
"aluars held out for tie “orce to bte reserved for use in s
role and at 8 season when its specisl charscteristics could
be enlored to tle best advantege®, lad agreed to the rro-
posed temporary diversfon (123 20-2-32, Tel C.A.%W. 4OC,

Cdn Arnv Staff to C.0.3., 10 Jun 43).

51. The Jar Couwidittee was already conversant with the
rlan for a lelot U.S5.-Carndian exTediticn egeinst Jsranese-
keld 1. T3¥A, having authorized, on 3 Jun 43, the formation
ef a Prigade Group to rarticipate in the "Greenlight" pro-
Jeet (F/C 53C3-5-L, The Canedisn Purticivetion in the Kisks
Orereticns, nera 7). At e —eetirg on un it emroved

——— we =

United Einpdor: for sulsequent orerations in Europe and &lso
gnticipated a forrmal recuest froa the U.S. Wer Departaent
(vhicl was made next dav - 73 20-2-32, C.a.Wa 400, 12 Jun
L3) br saretioning the exlovzment of tke unit in the
Alasian Area, "or vhstever ctiier tieatre it could in the
opinion of the MNinister of Kational Defence be used most
effectively™ (¥F93 20-2-32, ¥inister to C.G.3., 14 Jun 43).

52. The inrendins nove of the 1st 3recisl Jervice Force
Tron the Yorth Aserlcan conticent rade necessary e reviszion
of the €Y'sciylirer: jorers of the Cezadisn Eatizlion Con-
manpder., During the mnit's period of traiaing in the United
States no putliority ked tcen zranted the Cfficer Commanding
to convene Field General Courts-Martial (BSS 20-4-32 Vol, 2,
D.C.Gi3.(A) to DA.G.(E), & Jun 43}, At tie end of lay,
alter Colonel Fredericl srd Lt.-Sol. Williemson had reised
the cduention vitl the Ad'utest-Genersl, Finisterisl ai roval
was siven to ¢ recomendsticon that "tke Jerpior Combatant
Canadian Officer of the lat 3pecisl Service Forca, rrovided
he 13 of Pleld rank or atcve, should be given pover to con-
véne Field Gereral Courts-lartial™ (IF3 20=-4-32 Vol. 2,
Zxtract ‘rom Record of Discussions of MNiditary Meaters held
27 Yay 43).

53. In addition to being rranted authority to exercise

his nover to convene Tield Genersl Courts-Martisl under
Section 4% of the Armv Act, the Battalion Commander, subject
to certain linmitaticns, was eurowered under Sections 5L and
57 to confir: the lindlfp and senternce inmposed by such
Courts=lartisl. In cases where tlie sentence for other rasnks
was higher on the acale of punishment than {mrrisenment, or
for officero more than a severe reprimand, finding and
sentence must Le reserved ror confirmation at DM.D. (or
C.lLI1,6, should the Foree move to Burcpe or North Africa)
(HQ3 2C-4=-32 Vol, 2, A.G. Directive to C.C. 1 Cdn Spec
Jervice Fn, ¢ Jun hﬁ]. To 'repare efficers of the bottalion
to 8it as Members of o Court, an officer of the J.A.G.
Branch spent tuo davs gt FORT ITDAN ALLEN instrueting all
Cunadian oflicers in wmethods of procedure in Courts-Martial
(W.D., 1 Cdn 3pec Jervice I'm, 23 Jun 43).

54, On 2C Jun 43 the lst Srecial Service Force left FORT
ETTAN ALLEN in five treins on the long transcontinentel
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Jjourney to the Weat Coast., At CAMF McPOWILL, on Angel

Island in San Francisco Bay; the Force spent a busy week

preparing for embarketion. ‘Tarm clothing, waterproot

elothing, and inpregnated (anti-ges) clothing were issued

to all ranka, end worn-out or missinr ecuinment was rerlaced.
Ori ©-10 Jul the Foree enbarked on two Liberty ships, one

of which carried the lst and Jrd Regiments, the other the

End Repiment and tlie Service Battalion (W.D., 1 Cdn 3nec
Service Bn 9-10 Jul 43). . Hext day tlieyr sailed in eccnvoy for

the Aleutian Tslands [Itiq , 13 Jul L3).

55 The expedition of whicil the 1st Srecial Service Force
now Tormed a part ves Lendine Force 16,8, the military come
renent of Amphitious Tralning Ferce ¢, 9. The objective
was the occupstion e the Island of EIBKA, bellieved to te
hle by an estimated foree of 11,000 Japanese. Landing

ree lﬂ.u, vhieh was cormanded 1v I'aj. -Gen. Charles K.
ﬁuvlcit had- an Jpprexiﬂate strength of 32,C00C, t cdanrrised,
in addi*lnn to tke Svrecial uF“V{GB Force, four Anericen and
one Canadian Task Groups, each consisting of three battalion
conbat teams, which were tactiesl groups of all arms Built
around an infantry tattalion. Supporting and co-operating
with the nilitarv grour Wwere strong United oStates Air and
Navel Forces. The entire A.T.F.9 was under the command of
Adrirasl T.C. Linceid, U.5. Navy (P4 5393-5-4, The Canadian
Participstion in the Fiste Operstions, para 24).

58, After two week3 at sea, in ship's duerters that wers
uncomfortatily crouded, the 13t 3iteial Service Force disen-
tarked, on 24 Jul, at AMCITIEA, the largeat of the Rat Is-
lands, at its Western extrenity only 50 miles from KIGEA
(W.B., 1 Cdn dpce Service In, 24 Jul 43), It vwas originally
planncd that the Torce s.ould land st ADAK, sone 1E0 miles
to the Dast, with the rest of Landinrc Force 16.€, tut the
bivouac area seleoted there for the Breciml derviue troors
proved much too wet to occupy (W.D., 1 Cdn Srec Service En,
25 Jul 43). On AMCHITEA the J3pecisl.3ervice Force settled
‘down to a btusr three weeks' prograare of cenp construction
angd training, viiich consisted larcely of becoming conditioned
to the exacting Aleutian c¢limate and terrain, Accomnodation
was inU.5. prramldal tents, well 'dus in for protection
arainst Aleutian ©ales or lonb blast from hoatile planes,
AMCETITEA was occuried at that time btvy g parrison of sone
14,000 troops inecluding U.3, Armvr Alr Force and U.S. Naval
rersonnel, and a squadron of the R.H.A.P Officers and nen
narvelled at the smount of worl. that lad been 8 C o] lizled
in read building and eir field construotion by U.3,. Arny and
Navy engineers on the islend (Ibid)., All ranlks now wore on
their arm the distipnctive A.T.F.9 mateh, = a silver towie
knife in a ¢irele of bLlue,

5T« The plans for the assanlt on EISKA bty General Corlett's
forces were as corirlete in score and specific in detail as
siz111ful preparation could meke them. Renort Hist See D.N.D.,
Fo. 1, The Canadian Particiration ir the Kiska Oyerations,
pives in broed outline the nro,ccted operations of Landing
Force 16,C,

Anphibiouns Trasining Torce Io. §, was
suprorted by all U3 Army, Favy and Alr
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Force units in the Yestern Aleutlans Ares,
as an actusl and rotential reserve, Land-
ing FPorce 16.8, eaba.uing at various
vlanned staging arecss in the Aleutian
Chein, was to nove under Havy conirel to
syecified transport areas off the cvasts

of K15k, disembark and lznd on the island
at desirnated beaches, move rapidly inland
t0 carcfully defined objectives, reorzsanize
and preapare to lsunch a co-ordinated
attnck for the commlete destruction of

the enemy on LISEA ISLAYD. TFrior to
landings the plan oslled for 2 nsval de-
nonstration and diversion on the south side
of the island with a simmlsted landing

ot GERTRUDE CCVI and VEGA BLY, Naval
conlat ships were to place harsssing

fire on epeny installations in GERTRUDZ
COVZ and on the island of LITTLE EISEA,

The suprortins Air Force (Task Grour 16.2)
was given the task rriocr to D-Dey of
systemsticallyr destroving =211 vital enenmy
instellstions on t:e island. Eezinning

on the actusl day of sttack the Air Force,
in close liaison witl: its ~rcuond observers,
wad %o rrevent the roveent of enemy ra-
serves; proaptly report sll cianges in
énony poditions, =nd closely sup-ort the
defence of our grourd force.

Landings Force 106.0 cunsanded Tty Gen. Cor-
lett, was to nttack in tue sectors, the
aouthern under tie coamard of Col. E.b.
SCUTHERLAMD, end ithe nerthern under Briz.-
Gen, Joseph L. Ready. Cperatinz in each
sector command was one reriment of the
Jrecinl Jervice Force besed on AMCHITEA
ISLANTD, whose task it was to precede the
nain bodies, land in rubber boats and
riove rapidiy inlend to neutralize eneny
instellations and give cover to landings
of the Force, The remaining Regiment of
the 3pecial Service Force, staying in
Force Roserve at ANCHITEA, was to le
prevared to lend on LITTLE ET3EKA ISLAND
gither by rubler Loet or parachute, and
to destroy eneny resistance there,

(HAC 5393=5-4, op eit, para 111, 112, see alao W.D,, 13 Cdn
iﬂf Egﬁ, Avpuat 1057, Appx 2, U.3. Field Order No. 1, 1
ue &

8. The projected landings vere to teke rlace on the North-
West, or Pering Sea, cosst of the Izland, in esch case wsll
to the rear of the main Tapancse installstions at GRRTRUDE
COVE and LIS A EARBOUR on the Pacific Ocean side (See Appx
"D"}, It will be observed that two resiments of the lst
Spreeinl Jervice Foroe were to bte heavily committed. The
oyerations plenned for the 1st Regiment, asairsned to the
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Southern Sector, snd the Jrd Repgiment, participating in the
Worthern landing, followed a cosuon rattern, The lst Reg-
iment embarking at AIDFITEA on the transjort, "W.S.5. kane",
and ore L.3.T., would nove so as to arrive under cover of
darkness, ard with the utnoast secrecy, at roints as close

a3 posaitle to the shore nt QUISLING COVE and LULU EILL,
behind the enemy position at CERTHUDE COVE. Fromn thesa
roints they would paddle to shore in rubker boats, lsnding
not later then H-20C on D-Dar (1¢ Au~r 43)., In the little nore
* than three hours that would elaprse bercore Colonel Jouther-
land's aain landing force begsh to go ashore at I-Hour, the
Special 3ervice troops had the task of saking thelr vay
inland to seize and hold the hilly aree of LEATHZR FILL and
LAT30N ETLL vhich overlooked the Jaranese positions around
GCRTRUDZ CCVZ. Thery would destroy such emeuy forces as

mi ht be ercountered, and would cover subseguent landings

on Peaches $-10, and the inland movements of the Battslion
Larding Grours in the Joutlern Sector, Their work would
inclvde the zarkins of the landins besches and tle derolitlion
of rocks that 7i-ht interfere vith the entrance of landing
ceraft (7.D., 1 Cdn 3-ec 3ervice En, Sertember i9.3, Apmx

wp®. ®ield Order Ro. 5, 1st Special 3ervice Force, £ Aur L3).

59. Crerastions in the Yorthern 3ector were scheduled to
tale mlace on D-plus-1 Day (16 Av-). Briz.-Gen. Ready's
fcree, viiclh fncluded Task Croup 13 (13 Cdn Inf Ede Gp),
comumanded bv Frisg (later ¥aj.-Cen.) E.W. Foster, would conm-
nence landing at E-lowr (0320 krs) on Eeach 14, betiieen
WITCITRATT FCINT ond 75T EISEA 1AEE. The 3rd Re:fnaent,
Srecinl Service Force, iavins moved by L.J.T. from AMCITTIA to
a voint offaliore Forth—-jost of 357 113 A LAKE, was to anlbark
by night in mibtber boats, and reach the bor betwaen the lake
end the Bering 3ea not leter then I-300. Tie reiding party
wottld then earrr their loats over the bar and proceed in

then across WiST LISA IALZ, landing at a point near the
noutl of RCEIN CRIE., Advancinr inland by the best svailable
routes they would seize and held the RIOPT HITIL - RANGIR HILL
ridse, orcanizing to cover landings of the aain forece on
Beach 14 (11id),

60. The renaining unit of the 15t Syecial Service Force,
the 2nd Reriment, wes placed in Force Reserve at AITHITHA.
It was under orders to stand by, prepared to "land by
parachute at anv point on RISEA or LITTLE KISkA, ss desig-
nated, in order to relieve or exploit an emersency tactical
pituation", JTn pddition to this reserve role the Znd
Reziment was detailed to "land on LITTLE LISEA by parachute,
rubter boat or landing craft, independently or suprperted by
other troops, to destroy the enemy and his inatallationa on
LITTLE KISEA", FHeadquarters 1lst Special Service Force would
oherate from "U,3,3. Kene", less a detachment remaining on
AMCIIITEA to effect co-opdination with the Eleventh Alr Force
for novement of rersonnel or sunplies by sir (Ibid).

61, Operating with the lst Specinl Service Refiments vere
two officerc and sixtr C.R® of the Alaskan Scouts, who
Tfaniliarlr bore the strikingz sobriquet "Kastner's Sutthroats",
These were deseriBied as "a tough bunch of Alaskan trappers

and prospectors, ... fanilier with this tyre of country.
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land party paddled five hours. Were further
(f1ron sﬁurmg Bl whas Lhey started. Fleked
ur L Wavr toat sand <iver Lrapdy. BRyan's
ryrotechnie disrlar gnile imiresslive (Lt.
Ryan's damolition sguad blew up rocks in
the bay in i1repsration for landing). Mo
yellow bastards in sipghts Hoping for better
hunting. Fraderick,

(M,D., 1 Citn Spee Sorvice Bn, 15 Aug 43},

64 . At €110 hrs on D-Dey tlus 1 the two batlalions of the
3rd Regiment, Sreciesl 3ervice Forece, landed on the ber which
separated WEST KIZKA LAKE fron the sea. While a detachiment
nmoved down the coast Lo set up morkers on Beach 14, and jave
tie vmy Ffor the rmain landine, tiie rost Jroceeded to cerry
tieir etler toats over the tar and continue their course
across the lake. It was not an eaar task. The sard besoh
shown in reconnaissance “hotosrsrhs and maps proved to Le

g pabble ridre thet "did not have a rain of sand wei hing
less than 100 lbs,® (Ibid, 23 Aug 43). But bosts and equip-
ment gonehov mede (he ecroasing, and br daylirht the ob-
jectives on RICT and RAVGTR HILL3 had bteen talien without any
oiposition hawing leen ercountered, At I-llour Canadian and
Anerican Hattolion lLandin:. Groups teman te cone ashore atove
TTTCHORAFE TOIUT.

65. Br the evenin- of 1€ Aug, when gll initisel objectives
of the main landins flcrces had teen talen, it was aprarent
that & msjor evacuation of the Jaarnese had somehon legn
affocterd, and that i1 any orrosition were now to be en-
countered, it would te from siaall bands of seoldiers lurking
in fox heles end under round caves for a last-ditceh suieidal
stand. JTn the uncertajinty tlist rrevajled quriny the first
thirty=-0ix hours of tie landin-s the alaost total lack of
visibilitr on cone of the Jo:-covered ridies nuade it impossitle
to distinmuish friend i'rom -otential {oej and several in-
stances occurred of =mlen Mrins uron zeving figures suarected
to be enemies.(The Cenadien Tarticipetion in the Liska
Operstions, AppX 37, Account of Jfounding of Fus. D.¥. Mills).
An operations surmary earlr on the mernins ot 1€ Aug reported
1L dead and 13 wounded in the Scuthern Jector, with nost
casualties being due to nmistalen identity (Ibid, Arpx 33, Ops
Log, Adv II.Q. Pac Comd, Adek, 1€ Aug &3). —

66. That S3yecisl Service Force troops sustained no casualties
bv such means nay be attributed iore to thelr good fortuns
rather than their tlomelessness in this regard, if tha ob-
servationa of the diarist of E.GQ. 13 Cdn Inf Bde are correct.

The Special 3ervice bors, havins selized their
initlal objective (RAITGER FILL), hed pushed
dewn towards the ridge of the Main Camp.

Mow, each man of the Special Forece carried
over 500 rounda of amunition, and when

they reached the ridge, rich in sbsndoned
Jaranese susll ascns weapons and snaller
aruicles; theyr decided to lishten their
oririnal load. The result was that they
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The reports of abandoned elothing and
equirment are very concerning. Clotling
in perfectly sood reprair, rifles, car-
btines, ristols, roclket launchers
("Razookas"), vere Tound tranpled in
mid. Quantities of* "3"™ pations had
teen opened and only rartly consumed,
Neglect and carcelessness concerning
clothing and equipient has alwavs Leen
noticed but this was an all time high.,
This may te rartly excused on the
grounds of their leaving very hurriedly
and earlier then expeected.

(W.D., 1 Cdn 3pec Service DBn, 21 Aug 43).

The loading vas strictlyr a mess. Doxes
were dunped and Jaumed in anr old way.
Mo attcmpt wwea mzde to keepr each or-
panizaticn's boxes serarate. A nunber
were snashed vide oren and some equip-
sent will undoubtedly bhe dameged.

(Ibid, 22 Aug 43).

69, Late on the evenin-~ of 22 Aupg the Znd Regiment and
the Service Battalion nsailed from AMCHITHA on the Liberty
ghin, "John B, Flovd", Two davs lgter they reached LULUL
BAY, ADAE, where the "U.3.8., Bell™, with the remalnder of
the lst Speeial Jervice Torce atcard, was glresay lring at
anchor. The troops aboard the "Floyd" tranaferred to
roomier quarters on the ".s.0. Fewood". On 24 Aug the
"Bell” mut to sea again bouvud for JA7T FRAMCTILCO, to bLe fol-
lowed next dav by the "iewwood!, The tuwo transports reached
tlie Golden Gate orn 31 Avr snd 1 Jep respectively (W.D., 1
Cidn Opec Service Bn, 1 Se» 43).

70, This ended the initial mission of the lat 3:ecial
Service Force, Althourh no enemy had been encountered, it
should be borne in nmind that feér tlie (ireet rajority ol tle
troops takings jart the Japanese evacuation was not even
suspected until after the 1st Reniment, Syecial 3ervice Force,
had landed, nor was it confirmed until after the 3rd Regiment
had rsone szhore on D-Davr plus 1. The work of sll ronks,
rerformed as it was under exceedinsly difficult conditions

of ‘terrain and weasther, wez warmly praised by tie U.3. Task
Force Commander, Ma].-Gen, Corlett, In the Tollowing com-
nendation:

1, In the occupstion of the island of
ETISEA, the 15t 3recial 3ervice Force was
under fy comantd, Ther perlormed all
missions according to plan and even
theugh no actual eneny was enccuntered,
their missions were diffieult and dan-
perous, Ther landed in rubber bosts at
unknown beaches durinc hovrs of darkness
afainst what was presumed to be a hostilse
shore. They noved aseross difficult ter-
rain and rositions whare cleverly congesnled
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explosive traps had been left bty the
enemny, They resched the’r ctjectives
on schedunle exaetly according to rlan.,

2. To accomplish their missiors, it
was inpractical Zor ther to carry Jacks
to provide the ordizsrr cocnforts of
soldiers i= the Zield., A=z a3 consegquence
tiiey were exrosed %o extreme dizcomfort
for long yericds of tiue,

3a It i3 desired to cossend all officers
and men of the 1st Srecial 3erv.ce Torce
far their fine syirit ard unseliflishneas,

L. It '3 espectallv cesired to cormend
Colonel Rotert T. Frederiek Yor his
srlendid lesdershiy and devotion to duty,.

5+ Colonel Frederick hss g force that
should ke of -reat valve in alnost anvy
Afffioult battle situ=ticn. :

(HQS 20-1-32 Vol. 1, Comendat on of lst Speciasl Service
Marce, 24 Aur L3).

71. Upon tlie 3yecial 3ervice Force's return to the United
otates msfnland the first three weeks of September were
taken uy with a stasrered svstem of leave, as sll rersonnel
were given oix deys or mcre. Durins this period tiie Force
noved Iron CAME ITCI'I1RAY, TITPIEURG, Calif. (48 rlles Tron
SAIT TRANICIICC) to its forier canr st TOAT ETVAN ALIZN, Vt.
(W.D., 1 %¢n Spee 3ervice Bn, £ Ser £3). Wher the day ar-
rived Tor each srou; hLe retvrn irom leave, thore was a
lar®e nuaber of A.W.L's, 8 condition that wes by no mesns
novel to the Foirge,

15 3e] 42 -~ Well over 200 are AWM. L. ...,
It looks mes tlhourh we are in for the ususl
absence witheut leave encountered alter all
leavas,

(W.D., 15 Sep 43).

T2 Puring October,4€ other renks were struck off strensth,
17 as nedically unfit, 14 as undesiratle, and tlhe remainin-
17 a3 A.W.L. or deserters (lHenthly Repert, October 1%543),
It seems probtmble that this impending reduection in strensth
prompted a reconsideration of the decision made in April
not to surply furtlher reinfercesents to, 1 Cdn 3pec Service
Bn (see para 47). Cn 25 Jer Colonel Williamson (vwho wao
pronoted to that ranl on 30 3er 43) and two of his officera
went to MONTRIAL to interview respective reinforcements
concentrated at Yo, 4 District Derot. At the end of three
day's selection a draft of 65 volunteers . roceeded to FORT
LTHAY ALLI, there to redvce the strength delficieney of 1
Cdn Spec 3ervice Fn to 10 officers and €7 0.Rs below
authorized establishnent (W.D., 1 Cdn Spec Service BFn, 25-
2¢ Sepr 43).
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73. Althoush officlial snnouncement of future noves ol the
Force was slow ir coning, there vvas little doubt in the men's
minds that ther vere slated for tle Fediterranesn. hile
the Porce wac rerticivetin- in the ¥ TISEA Crerslicons, Allled
troops hed teen overrunnins 3ieily, and the capture of
IE3IIRA, with the resulting conclusion of the Gicilien Can-
yaign, had tcken plsce on 17 Auz, on tihe ss:se dar thai the
ocoupation of ET.EA wss courleted. 3 Sep saw the invasion
of 3outhern Itsly, and on 1 Oct ilie Allies entered NAILIG,
On 22 3or the Force was told that its pext operstion vould
e ® in the bir lea-ue™, and on 2 Oct gll personsel atltended
a lecture bty & universitv trefecsor on the Italian peopls:
{(Ww.D., 1 Cdn Spec Jervice Bn, 22 3ep, 2 Oct L3).

74, ©On 6 Cet 43 ¥aj).-Cen. Thoims T. Berdy, Assistant Chief
of Starrl U.3. Aray, inforaed }Maj.-Gen. Fope thet tlc con-
Uined Chiefs of 3tarff lLad on 17 Sep assizsned the 1st oSprecisal
Service Force to Generel Zisenhover for Mture oyperctions
("3 20-2-32, lYaj.-Cen. Tore from }aj.-Gen, Hardy, 6 Qot
§3), It was intended tist the unit should be scnt to the
Fediterranean in resronse toc a request of Genersl Zisenhover,
and it *orld there lave ¢tuec rozsitle uses --

(a) 1initiallr to provide strens reconngissance
units for flenk protection in thc Arrenines,
and for rzids behind eneay lines, and later
rossibly in the French Alps, and

gctivities in the Esllhans and For surpert
ef resiztance group

{H95 20-2-32, Tal C.A.W. 64f, Tope to 3tuart, 7 Cet 43).

ta

() for independent cuerrilla and sabctage
i
OF

This action of the coxbined Chiefs of Starff was aniroved by
the War Comittee of the Cabtinet on 12 Oet 4J, on the re-
cormendation of tle linister of Wationsl Defence (HDS 20-
2-32, Minister to C.0.3., 14 Oct 43).

75 On 16 Oct 43 D.M.D. was notiried by WASIIEGTCI that the
lat Sypeecial Service Force would be sailin~ for CASABLAICA on
or about 28 Cot (P45 20-2-32, Tel C.A.W. 669, Cdn Arnmr JStaff
to C.G.3., 16 Oct 43), 1In anticipation of such a move
measures vere already being taken at OTTAWA to ensure thot
adninistrative nachinery with resrect to 1 Cdn Syree Jdervice

En should funotion aa snoothly as possible when the unit

cane under command of the C-in-C,, Allied Forces in the
Mediterrancen. A new directive to tiie C.C. 1 Cdn Spec dervice
In rave full instructions reparding changes necescitated by
the unit's impendins transfer from the North American
Continent (HO3 20-4-32 Vol, 2, C.G.3, Instructions to Colonel
D.D. Willianson, 1% Cet 43). Authority was given Colonel
Willisrison to comit the personnel of his battalien, "allotted
as thewr be to zub-unite within tle 1st Sjecial 3ervice Force,
to any orerntional employnent deemed necessary asnd expedlent
on orders from the Comnander-in-Chief, Allled Torees in tie
liediterrancan, "
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ARITHISTRUOIVE CHANGES

7. It had orijivell; boen placned that slhould the
battalion nove overagas C.ILMH, 4, would assuue the re-
aponsihility of .aintaining unit records and ceowents,
a task that had in the past been garrie! out by the
Directerate of kecords at U.l.D. (HyS 20-1-32; Vol. 2,
Hinutes of Meeting held at N.D.H.gey © Jun 43}, 1In
vich of tha faot thut t!m upit Toroed an iotogral part
of the 158 Ireeial Scerviee Foree, that it wns not cow
exmettall To visit the Unitoed Lingdos, ant that tnere
wd3 80 pMirantoe tnat it sould e serving wthin easy
conmunieation distannse of aay ethor Canadian fomatien
a fedision wids reuached to maintain ths existing f:nsmmzi
of comunicstior from the recial Service sattalion
through the Cadallan army 3taff, 'feshington, to DD,
The unit s to issue ivs own Part 11 Crders; and honce
atintatl i1ts fiele docusents (Trislicate cemics of Hl.Fs, i,
1, 2; 4, b, and 14), tut 21} other coou jants would remain
in the custedy of the DLirzstes of leeords ot OTTAUL. i
Canad ian afficer {(the forvr buttalion Parmaster) was
annointed froy afithin the establ shhort of 1 Cdn Spes
Service,. 3n to serve with Headruarters of Lhe Force as
afdainistrative Off icer, resnonad yle Tor ths pullication
of Purt II Orders, the nuintenance of fiold dusuwients,
ard, in effeot, to norfornm the culied normally essigned
tﬂ_ Second Zeholon f]:g,i'} E\J'-ll*_‘izl I.'":‘rl.'.'.‘, &, % to D.C.G.5,
(&), 15 Oot 43).

17. In view of the faet that 1 Cdn 3Spee Sorvice Sn
feppd nart of the 13t wpecsal Srvice Jeree, 1t was not
consicered wractical or owiient to umthorize, uncer the
¥iaiting Forova aet, Canaciau persoancl of the unit to

¥ sorve topotherY or to Yact in soadbination with" other
Camenwealih rerees with wiom they night be assoclated in
thalr now thagtre of oparctions.

The position of the Camaéien peracnael under
your coamand, in resncet of thelir coaduct
390 ottitude towerds personnél of other
Corrmonwtalth forces, as well ag with respect
19 Lhei: cuaniiunea with any instructions or
oréers issued Ry nersonnel of such other
{orees, will be re-tlated by gich orders in
this regarvd as you nay froa tine to tine
icaue,

(Iastructions to Celonel 1411 ianson, 19 Cdt 43).
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78. The powers cof the Officer Commancing 1 Cdn 3pea
3ervice Bn wero broadened with respect to confiraation of
the findings and senlences of Fielé Goperal Courts-Martial
convensd by him, and the risht to mitigate, reait or con-
mute the nuniahient awarded, The limitations proviously
imposed upen his authority under 3zctions 54-57 of the
Army Act (see para 53) were to a ccnsiderahble extent re-
moved, so that only in casez uherec the semtence wus veath
or nenal gervitude was reservation to be aade for confir-
mation by higher authority, aud in the ease of »enal
gervitude, fin-ing and sentence would be reserved only

if "fdetors of time and distance foasibly pernitted" such
a courase to 5% followed (lbid). '

19. Cn 20-21 Oet 43 the 1lst smecial Service Foree
aoved froa PORT ZTHAL ALIEN to a stazins Caunp, CAMP
PATHICK HENRY, 12 ailes North of LSWPCKT, /a, [J.ﬂ., 1
Cdag Snec Jervice 3p, 21 Cet 435). Clothing parades, the
packiing of baggaze, nediedl inspections and final {rnoc-
Ulations cccupied nuech of the week that remained before
embarkatior (Ibid 22-27 Qet 43). On 27 Cct the Force
went aboard tle "Zapress of Sectlanc® at the EJDPION
.03 Port of Eabarlkation. Next aornimz the ip salled
for Lorth .Jfrica uith soae 4900 trocps adboard {;hid.,

27 Oct 43). The strensth of 1 Cin Svec Jervice Jn after
cmbarkation was 30 officers and 571 other ramks (Monthly

Report, Octcber 1943).
BOKTH AFRICA (5-14 KOV 43)

fo, after un uneventful vovage the "Banress of
3cotlanc™ ruvached CLuJLEC., French koroeco, on 5 Lov,

Cn disembarkation the Forece =mrocecded by train to ORAN,
wlgeria, -- 4 slow ang tediocus two-and-a-half day journey
that was npade In ahifts, one resiment at a time %W.D., 1
Cdn Spee sarvice 3n, 5-9 Hov 45). Movenent by ship to
YAPLES commenced on 14 LBov und was comnleted within flive
days, On the 20th the Force novad by road convoy to 33TA
IZARTA (7277), 18 miles cue north of NARLES, and just 3outh
of the VOLTURNO River (lap, ITALY 1/250,000, sheet 35,
LAPLES), Here the Force ciue under comnaand of 2 Corps of
General Mark Clark's Pifth U,3, Army (W.D,, 1 Cdn 3pec
Service Bn, 1 Dec 43),
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THE IMIGNANO JECTOR (29 MOV 43 — 30 TAN 44)

BI.L. At the eni of liovember 1943 the general defence
lins of the CGerman forces in Ttaly ran across the peninsula
i a south-westerly direction fron the mouth of the IAGRO
en the aAdriatic to the mouth of the GARIGLIAND below GAETA,
réughly following Lthe cowse of these two rivers. Advancing
againat th-:: oneny on the richt was the British Eiszhth Army,
now preparins to launcll its assault across the MCRU River,
with 1 Cdn Div in the extrenc eastern ocastal asector. On
15 srap Group's left Lhe Fiftl U.3. Aray, havine fought

ita way forward from its .J.OSREC landing on 9 Jep, now
Taced the southern end of tho Cernan "Darbara™ line
running through LLFIDEFA (7005), south of Cu3SINO éEéBE},
and HINTURNC (6779). ®irth army dispositions had Corps
ofi the risht;, 2 Corps in the centre oppoaite CASSINC, and
10 (British) Corps on the left flank alons the coast
(Information given on Ttaly Ceapaign liap 3, D,ILI,, January
1944), Luring the latter nart of Lovenber strong German
counter-attucks delivered in the nountalnous sector held by
2 Oornps had profuced an almost statie condition in the-
centie of Fifth army 's frout (Ibid). {Ses anpx "BE"),

82, On 29 Fov 43 orders were issued for o largze
scale attaeck in the NIGILNO (6981) area. Garman forces
weres occeupying positions on tha heights of NT. CLIINO
(695808) and MY, 1IACGICRE (693871) froa which their
ariillery observers were directlinz faire into the low-
lying 1IMRNQI0-TORA {70B0) area to the west. 2 Corps
aeting in co=operation #ith 10 (Britiah) Corps was
ordaered to attack and cantuse {the RT, CEIILRG-ET, 1L0GI0OKE
hill gass. "While 56 (British) Div was assisnod the task
of cupturips 1. CAINC on the left; 36 (U.S.) Div, re-
inforced by tha 1at dpkeial service ¥orpge, was directed
dgainat the central and hi-heat features of the mountain
mass, -- HT. MAGGIOWKE (HILL3 510, 630 and 619), MT, Ia
DIFER 34 (HILL 960) «wnd 17, LA REMETANEA {HIEL 907} (W.D.,
1:Cén Spec Service Bu, Noveiber 1943, Appx. 2, lat Spéclal
Sei‘vice Force Field Ordar 14, 29 lNov 43; Apox. 5, Map,
ITALY 1/25,000, Znlarged from ITALY 1/50,000, War Crfice
1943, Speets 160 II & IIX), 36 Div was to employ two
reainents in the operation, -- 142 Regt on the rignt
against T, 1LAGGIORE, and the 2nd Regt., 1st Special
Service rarce, tn seize suceeogsively and hold NT. LA
DIFENS: and 1P La ERETLIEA (Field Order NWo. 14). D-Day
was % Deu 43,

83, On the evening of 1 Dee the three combat resiments
of lat Jdoecial Jdervice Foree woved froa 3ANTA LIARIA up to
the bivcuse area, just south of MIGHANO, -here the 1st and
3rd keginents were to remain lu (ivisional recerve duling
the impending operations (W.D,, 1 Oda Sree Jervice 2n, 1

Dac 43). ot 0100 Hrs on ths morninz of 3 Dec the 2nd
Reglient began its assault up the sleep side of NI, 1A
DIFENGA, which roase abruptly some E50U Teet above the
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valley in wliich IIIGILANC waa situated., The difficult climbd
throuzh the carkness wus successfully econleted., By 0700
hrs the lst 3attalion of the Reximent had eartured the
swiit, bHut had sufferec heavy losses, buring tha day the
13t Jattalion was relleved by the 2nd Jattalion, but be-
canse of shortage of aimunition and uncertalnty as 'to the
eneny's strength further attaclk was nostnonod until re-
inforeenents and arvaunition resuntly should urrive.

84, Tne Hill 960 position was held suceessfully by

the Pnd legiment during 4 und 5 Dee, 41ile reinforcencnts
cune u» frod the 1st and 3rc degiasnts, Joth of thege
ppIts wera uded throushiout the revminger of Lthe operations
to sup:ly the 2nd degisicnt dnd 1o evacuate casualties.
During tae tuo Gays natiols probed tieir way to tile weut
and south, and scie lutsrieciate »ositions were secured,

On 6 Dec the 13t 3attulion ar vuanced against HILL 907 (1m.
Li K3 MaiEa) unces nachire sun ind nortar fire froa the
south; whkerc the Ger.aans s5till held »Dositions ow 1T, C.IINO,
o eneqy faxcas vere eneountered on HILL 607, and by 1200
hra the nain objective wus taken. On the Oth, followulis

4 heavy witillely concentyration -- 41l guns of 2 Coros

igre dn smuort o 56 Div'y oneration -- tll2 15t Jattalion
of 2nd 4z siwmnd Ihaneaed . a faual altaclh gl ¢ ove tae

Y s v 4 dito i valler to tie west of 1%, L LI STATEA,
Tactoafteshcon g ev2aias uhiitas ef 142 cezbient Jelioved
tha 1.6 Shgercd seivaze woice, o the csofulg 20 du3e cady

at o T niEe Vel Boahieted oh$ Pew (H3 20<)6=32 ifols 2,
i.ontil> Tpaert, T Gdo Shee service n, 14 Qet-=15H lLeg 43,

ann: M0 Tarectave llzstelr o Lyvulits, sexiod 1=9 Dec 43),

E5., Cusuultics for tic Jodlete operutions .ers heavy,
e foicda lost 9 offlecra 4l 71 other Fankgy killeg or
aisatuy, <06 1l officers .ac %39 cthar ranks wounded.

Cundd 1up casuulties, iuecluded in the above Tisures, aaounted
to 2 officers and 25 other ranls kiillad or aissing, and 2
officers aad f4 other ranizs “punded. «onz the Capadian
losses was Lt,-Col. T.C. ilgevillian, €.C. 1at 3attalion,
ené Reagiment, 'ho was killed by Zlortar fire after leading
Lis battulion in tho successful assault on MT. La DIFENSA
(Mloathly deport 28 Cet-15 Dee 43), The evucuation of the
weundee ¢own steep MI, Li DIFTNSA was a 810w anc cifficult
nrneess. 3ix aen were renuired to carry each littey, with
a seventh, acting as a brake, holdinz on to a rope in the
rear, It touok un to eizht or tefn hours to Yrins eaéh
euaualty fown tae hill (W.D,, Y Cdn Spec Serviec Bn,
Decesiber 1943, JApnx “aY, War Diavy H. ;. 34 idc «t)e To
renlace UL3, .nt Cupnacian eofficer battle cssusliies
resulting froa the operaticns, edight Caraciar K, C.0's wers
Arovisionally ccadissiocned in the fisle in tae rank of
lieutendnt (1 Cdn 3nece Service Bn, Part I1 Cruer Ro.53,
/16 LDee 43), These an-ointaeats -are sudseruently apnroved
by the @ificer Comanding, Canu-ian Jeotion, G,H.i. lat
neaslon {3risz. al.ils Beanent) (W.D., 1 Cda 3pee Serwlice 3n;
14 Doc 43).
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PG, The nisht of 7 Dre all obhjectives i ths to corpat
advancéd had baen taken sud tio MASTIORE-C.UINMO i1 nass
vas in Allied haads.’ Tyo dagd later, fausthsi vorth botieen
8. TIJTRO apd V.1.AFRO, a Hanger Rezinient of 36 (U.5.) Div
pushed to tie top of 17. 3a11UCRD ﬁ?’ﬂ'ﬂ, tizi by s cur=
15 2 Corpa! risht flaak for 3 Turthsr acvaice *restward,
In ita rirst ragasemout in the Foditorranean Theatre —--
infeed in its fizst apposcd poatisa in.auy field --

the 1lst Spreiul Survice Paoreo a8 esr i Mt 8 coorletely
succesaful sction. Fam Lii-S=00 Ak Glark capm Nizgh
caciendalicn: 3

Tho Special Ssrviecs Fuace 733 given tie
task of eajturiug La DI IISA, si-artrenely
- 4ifTicult rieesof kiz: ground in o LT.
BAGSIORE hill 385, bi.o position of wiiickh
was vital to our Tustie: sdvivee in that
g7ctor. .8 rssz.on vam earzied ont at
AahE Lo spite of alvaisgy iro3thnl oogds-
L.ona ant heav) env.y TATIS. osc.ine gua,
naStart el actiller 23t on tua TIrcimit-
CUS S10pSB OWer ifiei It wiz apoessary Lo
attaplh. | Puptliernore,, t.o  osition wps
nsiutaina” degidte o urter-atise.a ané 4.7~
ficulties sF cammiiention a:d g1, The
Tt st oon ldve ue uitl  , "snracid wall
in poer TArst aetion und-z ensy i~ 13 2
tribute Lo Pioy lnadéeis i aud 2 splealf id
rowsrd oF ti - st n asaduous trai .t.;;.
{h3S 2ua2a32, Li'le Fith.. Axry "‘*u‘m’atn;., Com niéinz
oritesr; lat Jiweial S rvic~ Faes; 10 Dee 43).
Similar praelas wna Tfort .con'ng fiom Da .=Gon. So0TiTy
Xeyra, Commandinz Gon'ral, o Goips:
I an ' fully eogiizant of the wEabhornneag
s5f the e anf Lhe dasdicalitien of wogther
and ferrain cncouniLzrec i £35S saizuie of
M2, DIPENBA sad HILL 907, 858 of the bhravery,
toititude, asnd r=zou.c Tulnoss with willch
Jour aamnand overcanse tiih. :

It ia with genuine anticli;ation that I look
forwazrd Lo your noxt sscismuent unde: my
Sorgiand .
{w E”"'E"ﬁgf Hivi 2 G"-‘.“‘ IE!‘"“"I To- Frogerie] 1 10 Drg 43).
e | : i .
a7, On Clristmas Do s sl Siseial Sarviee I'oide
Agaln Wit dhto action. Albt.otdl 28 .2 yesult of thelr
Joint asaault furing ¢l ° L8t ten'dars of Decambrr 2 Corrs
and 10 (Britisli) BSorps laé gsinef o {i-m Tooting in the
eastern Lall of tho mass of wountaing and hills that lay
botwien MIGNANO and CA3SEI0; ticr2 o5ill yemained a formad-
able barrier L Lei jits == 7. CUIATA [6RFB1S ), WD TORCITIA
{6923825) and ‘WP, TROC Ia (600710) -=-that tha ansuy wan
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holaing mast of C.sIl1C, The new attack jjas therefore
launched by 2 Corps to scure o suitable line fm:' future
operatiors acsainsl tue C: SING strongheld (H)S 20-16-32
Vol; 2, ioatnly Report, 1 Cdn Snec Serviee 3n, .LE:- Dec

43 = 31 Jan 44, appx "DY, 1lst osmeciel Service Foree Tield
Criey. .16, 22 Des 45),

fJE’a 1o »vresuration for the oneration combat units

of the Force aoved up froa 3.XT. 1LWI. to bivoude in the
vicinity of C2PPaGIC (701817) on thc evenlns orf 21 Dec.
Next day the 1lst aegiaent;, cuosen for the Jdu:-th clinbed
1, .j..E'I*.'CwiC Whiteh wan hoeta by friecndly troons l':lail Inf
Rest.), wnd froa whieh the fortheoiuiny attuck was to be
lavnched, Darly on Chiistmas tovuing the “1st Aegigent,
rainforced by a connany of the 2nd deglawent, nd support-
ed by strong urtillery units (6th .anowrsd ** vld .axtillery
Groun), ucssiulted westward asz.inst HILL 720 I:_pEll.'?J. The
teancruture wus Jelow freezing noint, and sno coveied

the 'mu_.lt:.in.l. strong eneily cn --:1_111:101_ a8 cucountered
undé the resigent wus couslit under hgavy shell Tfire as it
moved forsaed, Cusualties wers severc, 3ubt the attack
4449 suceedsiul, and 4 Christics dinner of K-rations wus
eelab: Lol on HILL 720 (Ibvid, ..apx "6, .etivities of 1lst”
Reginept curing ~eoiod of lfee 21lst 1943 to Jun 16th 1544).,

89. g SEceRsd of thds opelation wawhd tha Wiy to

2 eoutinuction oif Filta omts o valu& L0 st 5 T2 G L3I0 -
2100 line, Ch 1 Jui 44 oy ers serec xasned Tor u jeint
corna atbieic, Jaui 4 Jiy, unéey eootond of 2 Copng,

aaasd ‘nad vo Lot s 4T GLT. Loy ar€, oo o, Jefd, g, task
forer 701 10 (e tvisa) Coro, usssultins 17, POSCHIA, Tie
13t Sugel. sl Jervice Foled .3 o onGdstiz on 34 Divis rizht,
- ita ol bo g0lze ca6 Holdé gweas for C.PA L8 Drotsct
tilz right flauk of 2 Cor¥na (Ibia, apox “29. 1it oqeeia
Sorvies Foice Fizle Cp.ep 17, I Jan 44), Thos tise 1t wes
the 3re doglaentVa turn te oari'y out tie Forectas cttack,

S0, dorkinag in « northwesterly c¢irection from CETPPAGED
the 3ri Qeginent for five Ccuvs fouzht its way, Willton by
hillton, to the VITICUSO 5.;973.241 - CZAT.R0 (692£19) 1C..D,
ane the base if MP, 1LJC (HILL 1259) (695B23). Sinosrtly
aftor aidnizht on 6/7 Jan HT. 1270 was stopped suce:esiully,
apnd was held Tor the next thrce cayas in the facs of nuaerous
Bﬁrﬂﬂg spony counter-attaecks, - On 10 Jan a Freueh unit
relievec tho Shgeliul Jervice Reglment, which went into biveuse
at RuDIGO:. 'BQ?B“F") after furiber 1‘_:1_1:101 aetivities in the
araua tias ontize doree detusned to vase caln at S0T4 ILITA
en 16 aud 17 Jun (W.D,, 1 Cén Spee Service Br, 16, 17 Jan 44),

0l &N icoa of the aqiifficult conciticons undger which
‘sersonne]l of the lut Sneeial 3erviee Foree 'tere fishting
in tihe Degenmbar it J.huary operatious may be zained Trop
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¢xtracts taken firoa the "x Liary of tie Canacian upit:

3aa EARIAS 2 Jan,, - Wizt colé day, Porlus
are Seins adnt rorwid Lus thare ia aoout
5% of snev in the hills € <uits cold,

7 Jan. 3rigbt and cool. Casuulty
rétuing Tro: the froust inelide 3 nuuber of
frost-%ittea foat.

§ Jan, Ooutinues briskt and eold.
Tofay's ccauclte zctun frod She Rea.2.
1iats nearlr 100 neacs, helf of thea Irost
Bite aad exmosws, the rost battle casuaxltiss,
Thu veather in tha aills is very cold, hizh
wind 2nd spow. Coerun rasistanea is gquite
Jevaae, artillqyy aud aortar Tire atill
taldaz its tell. '

7 Jau, Todav's Forec casu.lty return
has 122 ‘ganes, Lis wazl@® half a0 froat
oftyu cnd gmdoswc, Thers yen't » Such lelt
of tax forvec iF c.aualtisa lman at this rate.

10 Jan, i:11€ apd caw». Ie 8 fioa tie
froit is buf.  Tic Poreg is Buing thioun iato
O0ig GeRIoL STV urother Rt oil¥ 4 Dandfiul
g L9la=dodisd i 1oat wab'no Sizn of thoir

¥3Lif DSARNetRY 1) imaaon Sofuv¥ta gasualty
0LE; 48 JloaC DEklen foct.’ Those rotwinins
BC Guwle orn RSOt v et sar L% Ia o cally rngecd

6 Ghow Srf il olarad out. Tissg wedks to-
INEROW Silon LTy TofL a2,

(H.0,, 1 C&n 3pre 3arvics 3n,, Josuasy 1544).

g2, It is of ints st to note that the comditions of
WeAtidr iNd torradd whéc: vhicn the Pores wis now operating
alffgrécd un cosortucity to bring into uwao tun ourgo~-carvior,
the socodal wellele whoas invertion and Gevelonnent for
eaployaeat 4a tae “Plouzgh” Projcet hid co-incidoed with the
original organization of thoe Foreo. Ovar 100 "P-24's", an
Liwreved version of the "T-15" (3Snow-~-jeen), had boen broupht
fro) amiTica. o Cozenm of thise were now umersted, and usad
Lo tronsnort auaplicg risht to the front linc. In this work
they norformod 4 useful purnosc "althoush the roeky terrain
playve Culn dth thoir tiacks" (WD,, 1 Cdn 3psc Servico Bn,
22 Jan 44), Hore suecolsful in th: system of sarsly, bu-
eduse leas licoble to devulon mechanieal def eta, wore the
alny mulce, vhoso strong bucks aud surs Tootel nasd 'wle
thon invaluavly in the trinasort of arwaition .hd sunpliuvs
upy the stoed Willsidds (Mouthly Hanort, 16 Leec 43 - 31 Jan 44),

93 Il tis seoond and thisd i3l uotions of the lsat
3piedal seiwvice Foree in Italy, -- ZIZL 720 and MT,. MAJO,

1 .Cfn aneo E2viou 3n lost twn oificuss and tweaty othor rauks
killtd or ¢iiC of wounds, Tur oififitdrs wné 68 othoir ranks
“ors atalttouw to hoapital as wouided or suffering froa fiost-
w¥ta or cxmoosury (Ibid), .3 u 3. .ult of thoae apd »rivicus
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cgpualties the totul effective stransth of the Jattalion
at the end of Januasy tas 2b ﬂfflﬂbrd dnit 5 % other ranss.
Op the swne cate Anerisgns 10 t.¢ 0o 13.t Schielon of the
force ouwabered 33 officers anf JE1 Bnll&tuﬂ wn. The
p@dTeatly dindnished monortisci of Cinuatiuns Athin the

foree, brouzht dbout by the ~oliey of noi-zeinfurceaent
i3 T..h‘* -::mr..tianh.l tm...‘t;e dirle B3, Horsonnel tere
continuzlly- seing ‘h¢u1a¢ﬂs:, evorel I'ron thiz Ufficer
Corianuing regret that “"tliz foice is ruridly losing its
cllh.rqct.:r Jd3 the Cupadian els inf decipasea, ané horale
is bound to oce affected accoi.inzle" (Ioid).

4. Costly as these t.0 ouserutions of the lat Snecial
Service lMorce had been, the results fron an axyny viewnoint
were JBll dorthwhile. The eantime of 1. ¥aJC uni the
aurrouncing bih ziound L igsterod to £ Corns itas aebility
oncthe rlaht flunk, It s now in 4 position to use thia
4000 ft height «3 a4 »ivot of junceuvre fer furihsr «dvance
Leuards CASSINO (Ibid), Dut the struzgle for ihe Garaun
atrongholé on the IO RIVEH w.s to be desnarate and
“long. 3y th: enc ef karch allied bDeoabars ohd <vtillery

lia¢ ronaced the tosn to Fubble. Durips «hieil .o¢ edrly

IS Vlieis f.3.u tolonsed 1lull in omur.btiouns «itile cur lires
atou:3 Tor w _",.!ut.“" ng ‘1ore cf iniehbensive oivtaeil, On
Fho fteat. of 3Ll ths Alisd Tighta ure FILth aniled,
1P L BT S ST S B Z, vole lanwms £3, lauachou the t1asondous
ertve Blhot o it wadal Uhy racolf csibdea Vo Line w30 ES
foka Je. to ths ceewution of #CILD (LIl Ssdlly “la ieviaw,
los 156=1T0). %o ticons of thaa lst F€cial Swrvies Foree
felld dus lonowr: of 1uinz ths, lptial Allied cmtry late the

Dbl Gity. Aw afe. o fant lolig~usuliod pvont tock place
tne Feu oe Lal cnothLr Sapectint eng clacting iole to uhder-
taltd. Gu 30 JTal dd phe Fat ooacial oiivieerForesJdatt 1t3
Yaatr Ut X TA MARTA oI o 1Iol"-ln.. R JUTR o s 5 frDl the
poit of PCL.UCLL (7174) on tha a,a' (# LAPLES (HQs 20-16~32
vol,%, 1st 53F 2C 18, 30 Jai 44), %ot aitternoon 3t cmbark-
gidn sonr L.o% e it sl LaCsal 4 thet Torasd part of «
larze couvor of saailar lam ing exuft. On tue agorniazg of

1 Feb tiic Force vont asmors enthowlioIC beuehhecd (H 5 20-16-
52 Wol.2, Lonthly Renort, 1 Cdi Spue 3eryice in, Yebruary
1944). In corrdc of 1 Cdu sree survice 3n, was, Lit,-Col.

J. 20 Akchurst. Col. D.U. Hllduasson 'vacated the coanund
of Lhe battalion on 2 Jan 44, und was returnsd to Cunuca

on .asuical prounds (HC 6-4W-52, Tel 76, liontusuc to Letsaqn,

6 Jan 44).
OHT ANZI0 BEACHELAD (1 FIB - 9 1LY 44)

885 ke fudtial Qantins ef ths ANZID chevatlon had
Seen effectad in the early gornin, of 2 Jun 44, when 6
U.3, Coips, cotrwdod of 1 (3rit) niv, % (U3) L;v, Rungers
et GO1wnCos . <lemsnts of 1 (Us) .2 € Div and 45 {US)
Div .mt ashoie, unonposed, on o t -lve-aile scetor whicl
coatzad on the tosn of ANZIC. 3 tie cné of tha Qonth a
seachhoad tuslve niles deop had Hose sstablished against
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inervasicogly stiong 0a.len raosistanee. It was beconing
dapodrept that th: ci@ay gas dotsradned to forern thao
ritish .nc U, Toree bue’. o th. as=a, The shoek of attack
GiC counter=aitaels was »rodueing a firaly h:iléd porinetor
that ws custicie to renale nractieally unchingud for the
pext siatcen weoka, ©Oo the rizht tiis sounaury follo:d
the i line of"oho T SCEET COLN Yt ke Lorth it fall
ghiovt of CTSTLIYL. (6003F) und the VIA oPDPIA: on the Icft
it ran south wust tloouzh C.AROCITCE (5685833) to the sud
(Jeckly “far duvisw Yo,153, 30 Jun-5 #cb 44).

26, By e an@ival In the bogehhood oftzr ita ith-
€rawal ront tan difth cony froot thoe 14t sweinl Sirvieo
1da - wastonvd Yhe Swsl: of oraapizive dofenous and satzols
alonk the WL CLTT T Ol L, ane thoy susiding tho 6 Cornat
right flunk, (3o: Apox "), On th. nalit of 2-3 Fub the
Forch Telicvad Lix 39th degi oot Cotbat Bnzipeurs, taking
over tha linc of tnc Cuual frol its Jouth to a »oint
epiedits 30/GO POLGCLH.., 11,000 yurde inslane. The scaward
half of thiy line w.s siven to the 1st Hupgiment to hold;
the frd qsd-ont el the no:sthovn -Hall of the scetor
Qg tEe 200 aciaunt fermed tos fered Roavrve (lonthly
Aoert; 1 Cfic soue wotvies 3o, Fodruary 1944).

7. S Eeudtedie wouins thh gy ekl soxwie Jorou,
R FEE LGOS St T 00 Safoegedw e h, dis= 7
taoutac W ewsl T4, oo 104t @ ol yy WAl ths Txus ol
L PO O, 10 positians thet Jeaapes virtunlly
unshamcsdy Ty withly 7 inorta of &l Cojwf zon upit fop

FAOPUALY, areh and oril ¢ Lo R S o Inlw
shaedin e RRe o Cnides vhanl of fol AWy agtiel trid lralted
to satrels e wita that vl stk frox soetion
o hres-pohneny Hogke, rdhe F ooy ed Ll Ly
nartof Eakal o Bopaitria3l: anouut efl o o BomLate d
en T4y sEronitashiag of 4 Joneos are. the o plueing of

blown bBridugus Sewoss tli IUSLCLII T CdlL, efoues Hosi-
tions wope copstagot il fovvart of tie Cukul, woll »rotzetod
browirs and Sausss ‘A tetal off 13,000 dnti<voysoni.l wof
SN0 anta=-tanle slnte same qade,  Fifth.in foot briuasta wlid
three bridels for wveillewlur teaffie w2’ nab acsOss thi
Canal (Lionthly Ruport, 1 Cdn 3pre¢ 3Surviee 3n, liaeh 1944),

98., This oYXk was currice ot usesa Lhu oet tryll
cosGitions. 3ost of 4h dias Uhl weatiitae Jas goif anc wot.
B e G PR Viaibal }]Uihtj al T B LR0BE _t-'n i, sl alad
poath oo th: biride s Uhe cnihr couls kogk vo.il ovis tia
1owm=1vir: geound AcTc Bt Sld3css wmSa Tosllt ti 9031~
tdons ocemnica By tim shvelsd susriod Forcad Wit €ally
Horaes-d by Gfune sl A3ing, dieh st tdmis Inervescd in
inteusite oo full=sealid Saibill 3y detions. Tac 11,000~
vurd @ otor asel gl te B -dst 0w cdlal Servic. Foron —-
almest oho=ruarteyr of the whol biddg.hoal purtietey --
Vs o0 leas to-o: fode BRLBEINES RULe, Lnp Lha rosult-
Jdob iba. fatiod faat $4FEL oo Xl pritaonc .l Ianos . € a2

4N 2L Stialn orolfic oS ant ot v pankat Gilkdikae dubt th
Fores o 11 tialucd Tor stehvhardahips % it end of
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Fobruary the diarist of the Canadian unit reported:

forale of all ranks cgitinues to be very
high. The men are vary tired, as they are
either digeging or Tighting 24 hours a day,
The nain question is, "ihern will we be
relieved??

i 3 i . P 2 -
(W.,D,, 1 Cdn Svec Service Bn, 29 Feb 44),

99. But no relief was to be forthcoming uutil well
oniuto lKay, and in the meantime the Force aust contioue
to proteet the right flank of the bridachedd. Only by
active patrolling all alonz the liszhtly-held front was
it nossible to maintain the initiative, In general the
two resimenta. in the line suonlied gzall matrels in
geareh of information while from the 2nf Reginent in
Foree Reaerve went layser rald ing parties striking deepn
into contested territory to attack dtrong polints and
carry out demolitions of obudervation nosts and other
ugeful tarsets. To these raids the Gernans reacted
with strons counter-attacks, which were as gtrongly
resisted by the Snecial Serviee Resisents., Oue of
theae onerations that cost the eneay dear tool; place

on the last cay of February, when a Garman attack made
in company strencth on the 15t Wegiment sector was
repudsed with the captwe of 4 officera dnd 107 other
«Talks, and' at a eost of only five smecial Sarvice
persoanel wounded (llonthly Report, liarch 1944},

100, Towards the end of llarch patrslling became more
aggressive, und mobile T,D, (Tank Destroyer) zuns accompan-
ied the raiders to shell eremy positions. (During the
Fores! s oceoudation of the SULI0LINT CAMaL Sector an
artillery Group of ansreximately BO guns, ineludiug G5.P.,
T.D,, and assdult guns, was placed 1n support under
coaund of the Force Comnanding General) (Monthly
Report, Liarch 1944), The bippest raid conducted by the
Foroe curing the whole pericd was stazed on the morning
of 15 April. Threoe cenpanies of the Z2nd heglaent,
gupnorted by a coipany of mediun tanks from the lst (U.S.)
arnd Division, with a platoon each of 1liaht tanks,
araoured cars add T,D's3,,; attacked two enemy streng
polnts in the coustal area, about one mile ;east of 30RGO
SHBOTINO (601814). 'The attack was a success. 3oth
objectives were reduced with resultant eneny casualties
of 16 killed, an unknown number wounded; and 61 ocaptured,
against the cost of one man slightlyswounded and two
mediun fanks destroyed (lonthly Report, april 1944). Less
succesaful was a4 raid made in strength il the Sane area
on 1 iay by a battalion of the 2nd kesiment with armoured
support, The raid ing party encountered dense mine fields
before reaching the final objectives.,” Hines were of tho
woodern box variety, to which crdinary mine detectors were
not sengitive (¥.D,, 1 Cdn Snec Service Bn, 1 lay 44).

25 casualties were suffered and two-tanks were- lost, but
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compensating Information was gained as to type, size and
location of the enemy mine fields and the technique re-
quired for more successful senetration (Monthly Heport,

May 1944),

101. Cn 9 May the Force was relisved, and command
of the sector passed to the 36th Regiment Combat Engineers,
For the next ten days the GSpecial Service degiuments remained
in their rest area nsar the .certre of the bridgehead;
ergazed in refitting, training and rest in oreparation for
heavy offensive actlion. although out of the line they were
atill aubjected to heavy eneay artillery fire and alnost
daily air raids (W.D., 1 Cdn Spec Service Bn, 10-22 May 44).
1 Cdn Spec Service Bn had been reinforced by 15 officers
and 240 other ruuks, Ther arrived on the bridgehead on 27
April, having hud tirce weeks' training in US weapons and
drill and special Force tactics. ™i zood-looking body of
officers und ncn and well received by the Force™ (Monthly
Report, anril 1644)., These werc the [first reinforcenents
that the Dattualion Iad received since the commencesent of
operations iu the Kediterrauean Theatre, éuring shich the
unit's effective fighting strength had dwindled from 609
to 379 all ranks (See Appx "i"). Their arrival restored
the Cunadicn representation in the Force to the mroportion
orizinally planned, and as a further consequence raised
norale geserally asong the Canadian personnel aas they
prepared for the forthcoming operations (HJyS 20-6-32,
Tel G5 919, Cammilitry to CG3, 27 Mar 44),

THZ DRIVE TO ROKE (23 IIiY - 6 JUN 44).

102, Dyiine the firat three weeks of lHay there was a
lull in major dciivity aldong the ANZIC front as Gernan
Forces, weakenced by tlhe hasty withdrawal of fermations in
an effort to stem Generel .Alexinder's thrust iIn the south-
aast, 'wmre contert to renmain wholly or the defenaive cut-
alde the beachhead perineter {Teekly “lar Review, No,léf,
14-20 }ay 44), Then, on the norning of 23 May, a synchronizod
attack by 1 Cdu Corps ané 6 U.3, Corps drove at the enamy
from two sides, The Camadlan formations smashed the "Hitler
Line" ut its points of greatost streangth in the LIRI VALLEY,
and from the ANZIO beachhead wmervican, 3ritish and Special
3ervice troops strucl at the Geraan defepdes that had
encircled them since early February (Ibid, No,169, 21-28

May 44),

103, Winile light thrusts were wade all along the
Allied perimeter, the greateat power for the breakout was
mussed southeast of CISTERMN.L (2{]28}2}_. Available to -
attack In tnis zone were the 1lst Special 3ervice Force, 3,
%4, 36 and 45(U,8,) Inf Diva, and 1(U.5.) Armd Div (Weekly
War Review lo.169)., On the night of 22-23 May the 1lst
Specinl Service Forece, with supporting artillery, armour
and engineers, moved from its bivouac area into attack
poaitions 5000 yards aputheast of CISTERNA. At firat
light the lst Regiment and a battalion of 2nd Regiment




attacked northeasatwards along the IUSSOLINI CAFAL towards
HIGHY 7 (VIA APPIA) and the ROIE-~NAPLES railway. For-
ward elements advarnced 2000 yards to cut the road and
railway, but a strong eounter-attachk supported by Tiger
tanks which the enemy launched during the afternoon
neutralized gaina and inflicted heavy casualties :on the
Force (Monthly Report, 1 lay te 10 Jun 44). The Force
was relicved, and all units reorganized in the assembly
area during the day of 24 Hay,

2 In the meantime % (U,S.) Div had completed an

- effective outflanking move cn CISTERIGL from the north-
west, and on 25 llay the stronghold fell, 34 Liv and the
lst 3Sneeial Service Forece row began a concerted @rive to
the nortrpasth. DPassing throuph the infantry division
the Force attucked and seized 1T, .RRESTINO (612835) on
the afterfioon of 25 May, Next norning the Force occupied
the town of CCRI (G609B30), a3 30 Inf Regt of 34 Div passed
through to attack ané take ROCCA MASSIMA (610842), As
ROCCA [TASSINIA fell Speclal Service Troops iamediately
noved tlirough to the heights above ARTENA (609848), At
dusk on 27 liay they cantured the town.

1054 Zlsewhere around the bridgehead there had besn
Jolnt Allied advances, but to a less spectacular degree,
Cn the extreme left flank 3pitish troops had crossed the
HOLETTO RIVER in the face of very strong resistance,
while in the centre cclumny of the 34 and 45 (U,5,) Divs
were at the outskirts of VHLLITRI (59884%). TEarly on

25 May allied palrels in the coastal sector to the east
of the Lridgehead had .ude contaet with reconnaissance
units of the Fifth .Nemy nmoving up from the south in a
climax to its notable advance of .ore than 60.miles in
14 days. (“eekly “fur Review, Fo.169).

106, allied ocecupation of ARTEY . formed & serious

threat to HIGHWAY 6 (VIA CaSILINA), the enemy's principal

east-west communiecation route., On 28 May the Ist Snecial

service Force, now attached to % Div, whieh was operating

on its left flank, launched an attack from JHTENA to the

north, in the direction of VALMONTONE (610853}, The

eneny, in an attemst to prevent the cutting of the vital

- Righway, put up a Stubborn resistance and counter-attacked

with Mark VI tanks, 8.P. guns and Flakwagons. Again

Sneclal Serviee Foree casualties were heaby, but objectives

along the high ound midway bétween the two towns were all

taker and held (lonthly Renort, 1 Hay to 10 Jun 44), For

five days the PForce held these nogitions in the face of

heavy artillery fire and frequent couiter-attacks, Cn 1

Jun, in another forward drive, advance Special Sexvice

elements reached the southern edpe of the town of VALMONTONZ.

The next day the Force, relieved from its attacluient to 3 Div

and its coamitments outside VALUCITONE, lamunched an attack

down HIGHWAY 6 to COLIEFERRO (617849), The town was captured
~ with conparatively slight onnosition, and 405 prisoners

were taken, but heavy eneny resistance later developed north
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of the Hisghway ané In several hours of bitter fishting
many casualties were sustained on botk sides. In
COLLEFERIC contact was established witk 3 ilgerian Div
advancine from the southeast. The French formation
teck over the town from the Smecial 3erviee troops, and
on the night of 2/3 Jun the Farce sent a stfoug re -
ecnnaissance sroup northeast to PALIANO (62135%}. It
returned without casualty orn the norning of 3 Jun,
reporting the area clear of eancay troops. On the sane
day VALMOFTONE and J/ELLETId fell %o U,S5, forces, and
%&EEWE? lay elear for Fifth .army's final push towards
I -

107« Ia the eperations against the Italian capital

2 {U.8) Corps, cortinuing the rapid advance whiech had start-
gd at the CaUGLIANC X1 ViR, was ordered to attack astride
the VI4A CASILINA,. waing 3 Div on the right, and lts own

88 Div in the centre and 05 Div on the left (HQS 20-16-32
vol.4, lat SSF. F.0, 26, 3 Jun 44), 9he attack was spear- -
headed by the lst Special 3ervice Force preceding 3 Div
ard BB Div., Attached to the Torce was a conposite
arooured task force ("Taa: Force Howze') whose asslgn-
ment was to attack eneny vositlons durlng daylight hours,
whlle Special service troops attac-ed cach night under
cover of darkness., Hesistance southeast of ROME, however,
wa3 slieht. On the night or 3/4 Jun the 2né and rd

- Regiments of the Force attac.ad successfully along the
hishway westward fron DEL FINOCCHIO (910629), midway
between VALMOETONE and nCliZ,

108. Barly on 4 Jun a detachaeint froa the 1lst
Regiment went forward with suv»porting aroour to secure

gix bridpges aerogs the TISER in ROME. It net strong
rasistance in the cutskirts of the city, where the eremy
waa employing S,P. puns and tanks to supplenent efforts

of his parachute troops engazed in a delaying acticn, At
roon the 2nd aud 3rd Reginents were coaaitted, aed attacked
with Task Force Howze fron the northeast. By 1600 hours
Snecial 3ervice troops were within the ecity, -- the first
Allied troops to effect a =wermanent entrance, Fighting
cont inued throughout the day, but by 2300 hours the six
bridges were all secured, and the nain formations of 2
Corps were moving into the city. ®There was a consider-
able amount of Hur rearguard activity and the men found
themselves being embraced wholeheartedly by the populace
ore ninute and engaged in lieavy street fipghting the next",
(#,D., 1 Cdn JSpec Service 3n, 6 Jun 44), Jor two waore
days Special Service troops flelda and guarded eight TIBER
bridges., On the night of 6/7 Jun they were relieved by

3 Div, and the force aoved into Fifth Army Reserve at LAGO
ALBAH& (588848), 15 miles southeast of ROME Ibid).
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109. After nore than six months of operations,
Gurine which the Force had been almost cont irioualy in
action, it was a welcone change to spend three weeks io
rest and refitting at the bivouac area coa the north shere
of LAGO .LBANC. There was swimains and sunbathing, boat-
ing and fishing, ond evary dar fifty percent of the
cocinand were given twelve-hour passes to ROME(W.D., 1 Cdn
Spec Service Bn, 11 Jun &4). The srced that PAfth army
was maintaining in its pursuit of the efemy nade it
asnear unlikely that the Force would 9 called sgaln into
action in the near future (Ibid, 19 Jun 44)., There was
tine to bring 1 Cdi Spee Service Bn once aore up to
strength. vigstage in the unit nersoanel had bean heavy
as the 13t opecial service Force spearboadeu the push
from the ANZIO beachhead u» to ROME,. . ¥rom 1 lay to 7 Jun
the battalion had suffercd casualties of 10 officers and
194 oiher ranks killed, adasing and wounced, or approxi-
mately thirty pescent of the ecstabl ishment ’(Ihid, 20 Jun
44), On 23 Jun four Cunadian officers ané 206 other
ranks arrived to reinforce the battalion (Ibid, 24 Jun
44), '"hey were all trained infantry renlaceacnts, .nd
their senerul -roficiency anc niszh physieal standards
were the subject of favouraole comment on the part of

the ¥orce Conzander, 3rig-Gen Freceriek (W.D., Cdn Sec
GHy 1 Teh, 28 Jun 44), 3

110, The new arrivals began inmediate training
in 3pecial 3Jervice moathoGas of warfare, training which
was interrupted on 29 Jun a3 orders were received for
the Force to aove to a new locatiosn in oreparation for
a new role. Over tie weakend ¢f 30 Jun-3 Jul the First
Special 3ervice Forece aoved by land and sea from LAGO
AIBAFO to SaNTA MaRIa DI C.&TLLa3ad® (781687), a ssa-
side village anproxinately 50 ailes down the eoast froa
3UERNO, Prior to the moveaent of the Force, 4 change
in command took place. 3Brig-Gen Frederick left to take
commapd of 36 Div. He was succesded by Col Zdwin A,
Walker, C.C. 3rd Regiment, lst Jpecial Service Force
(W.D., 1 Cin Speec Jervice 3n, 23 Jun 44).

111, Cn embarkation at AlZIC the Force left Firth
Army anc cane under control of Sevenmth Army (Monthly
Report, 11 Jun-3 Jul 44). 1In & farewell me3sage the Army
Coamander, Lt. Gen, Mark W. Clark, paid high tribute to
the achievenents of the osnecial cervice Force:

. The part played by your elite american-Canacian
Force is so well known that it hardly needs to be
rehearsed at this tine, The gruelling fighting
which you went throusgh on the main front in the
dead of winter, the lanortant sart which you took
in the estadblishnent and in the defence of the
beachhesd during its historle four months' seige,
‘the way in which your relatively amall Force
maintained an aggressive offensive on 4 fronat
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equal to that held by any full division,

and figally vour brilliant performance

in the final break-out and in the strong
fighting which culminated in the capture

of Rome have entered history and forged

a bright hew 1ipk in cur military tradition.

(H2S 20-16-32 Vol, 3, Hy Fifth army, to CO 13t S5F,
30 Jun 44),

IRVASTON TRAINIEG (3 UL - 11 &G 44)

1li2. A4t SaliTa lLaila DI CLSTIELLASKIE the Force began
a alx weska! poeriod of iiternsive ®invasion" training. Al
ranks were given a refresher course in basic training, and
new headers of the Force undorwant Tanié instiuvetion in
the vae of Force weadons and snceial methaed s, Tanding
exercises included zubber boat training, the asauult of
beach.installations, cliff sculicy ané iofiltration to
inlandé objectives. Physic.l fitness was o prioary con-
sideration throughout the entire seriocd, <nd in the final
week of July it received inereused attention to “wut the
Force: in spcoial ecoabat fora (koanthly leport, July 1944).
Trainine concluded with o full -eheasrzal -when, oa 7 .as,
the Force ecbarked, alony with a Freneh Coniando Group,
for an "invasion® lanGing ot PONZa and Z2:0CHE, two small
islonds off the Italian coast above KAFIES,., aaong the
shine emplored to esrry personnel of {he Special Service
Force was a Canadian vessel, the E.S.I, "Prince Henry®
(S 20-16-32 Vol.3, 1st SSF F.C. 1 DR, 4 Aus 44), On
the evening of B Aug the Force returned, with a number of
valuable lesasons learncd a3 a result of the problem just
comnleted (W.D,, 1 Cdn Snec Jervice Bn, 8 .ug 44), Two
more d.ys yere sgoent in renlacing 103t apnd-damaped equip-
meat and asmunition which arpeared unserviceable after
lying in storagze in Africa (Ibid, 9-10 ~ug 44); Shins were
refuelled and re-gunplied. On 11 aug the Combat Echelon
embarked from IANTA lARIA DI CASTEILARYTE to spearhead
tlhie allied invasion of Southern Frarce. :

THE LANDING3 1N SOUTHERN FRANCE {14-17 AUG 44)

i 5 garly on the morning of 15 hAug 44 troops of Lt,
Gen a.li, Patch's Seventh .ynmy began landing along a 15

mile front on the southern coast of France, between TCULON
and CANIIES, in the CAP 3T, TROPEZ area. Thelr ultimate
objective, accoriing to the order of Gensral Sir Maitland
Wilson, who comnunded the Allled Forcs in the Mediterranean,
Waa "to drive the Cornuns from the south of ¥France and join
U-]; with the allied urnies advancing from Normandy" (Ceneral
Wilson quoted in The Jorld at War, The Infantr}' Journal,
Washington, 1945, '1;::".' 507).  The ledding formatioius on the
beachiheads were the veterun divisions of 6(U,8.) Corps, the
3, ‘36 und 45 Divs, together with French Commandos, while
ten miles inland, near LE MUY, on the right of the I1nvasion
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front, airborpne and glider troops of the 7 (U.S,) Alrborne
Div lapnded from the air to disrupt eneny communications
(Weekly War Review, N>. 181),

114, .The 1st Special Serwvice: Farce wus assigned the
task .of capturing the two easternmost islands of the ILES
DYEYERSS, ILE UE POXT CACS and IIE DU IEVANT, These
islands had been ococupied by the Germans early in 1943,
and were believed to contain defensive positions of at
least cne battery of 120-mm C.D. zuns, together with
loeal cdefences of lighter calibre artillery and iafantry
weapons (H7S 20-16-32 Vol, 3, 1st 55F F.0. 29, Appx 1 to
Annex 2, Bstimote of the Epemy Situation). 8ituated an
the extreme left flank of the projected allied landings
their reduction was a neceasary part of the invasion
plan. The 1st Repgiment, lst Special Service Force, was
Eiven the ‘task ol attuckine and capturing PORT CROS; the
nd and 3rd Regiments were asslgned to the cocoupatlon
of TEVANT (1lst SSF F.0, 29).

116, Frem SalNTA WARIA DI CASTELLASATE the lst
Speclal Service Force proceeded to a staging arem en the
Island of Corsica, and on the night of D-1/D-lay, moved
into the attack. It was exactly one year after the
Force's initial operations in the KISKa lancinga, but
this time resistance descrited as "mederate® was
encountered (H )3 20-16-32 Vol.3, lst S35F, S5-3 Periodia
ieport No. 128, 17 aug 44). Landing shortly after mid-
night on two beaches on tle east side of IIE D PORT CROS,
1st Hegiment drove the defenfers inland, where resistance
by enemy garrisons in tlyes strongpoints wii overcoae
within 48 hours with the cssistance of heavy naval shell-
ing from E..S. "Raneses® (1i:id, #enort Fo,. 129, 18 Aug
84j, In the neantime 2nd and 3rd degiments nade success-
ful landinzs on the east coast of ISV?aET (for sites of
landings see HS 20-16-32 J/ol.3%, annex 1 to F.0.29,
Cperations Overlay Map: Franpee, 1/25,000, HYERES, S5£).
The 3rd Regiment, meeting only slight resistance, had
taken all its objectives by 0730 hours 15 aug, and was
able to send ssslstance to the 2nd Reginment, which was
being opposed by the ememy holding strongpoints with
considerable tenacity. All hostilities on the island
ceased by nightfall of D-Day (3-3 Periodic Report lo.l2d,
17 Aug 44).

) . T On comoletion of the operations both islands
were turned over to French garrisoning troops, and the
1st Bpecial Service Heglments embarked without delay fer
the French mainland, which was reached at intervals rang-
ing from 1700 hours on 16 Aup to 0900 hours on the ldth
(8-3 Periodis Report No. 129, 18 Aug 44), 1In a bivouac
area (453075) south of 3T. TROPEZ the Force spent several
days reorganizing and re-equipping, Accordin; to an
officer of 1 Cdn Spec Service Bn the reissue of a cen-
siderabla amount of equipment was necessary after each
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operation or large scale exercise in which the Force was
engaged., The men liad little compunction in diascarding
thelr heavy locads of amupition, entrenching eyuipment

and even weapons, to eaase their narching onee the initial
action wus over (Lieut. W. Brousseau, 2ad Regt, 18t Speecial
Service Force interviewed at 0.L.D., J Jan 4%]. Gn the
morning of 21 ausz the Force cnce more moved into the line,

THE RIVIERA COAST (21 AUG - 9 SEP 44)

117, After a wesk of successful operations against
the surprisingly weak resistance of the German Nineteenth
Army, General Pateli'!s forces had exvanded the invasion
beachhead to more than 1000 square ailes of territory, and,
unided by the F.F,I., had taken an estimated 12,000 prisoners
(Teekly War Review, No. 181), On the ripht, the 1lst air-
borne Task Force, 4 ooupesite group of Freanch, British and
Amerdiean units, had-relicved 6 Corns formationa und was
now pearina CAVNE3; to the north armoured elenent s had
reached the DURANCE RIVER, ancd were heading fur GRENOZLE;
on the left flaok HMARSEILLES and TCULON were under threat,
The 13t Snecial Service Force now found itself placed in
attachnent to the 13t Airborae Teak Force on the right
flank, as it uoved fron its bivouac area to relleve
glements of 2nd (Brit) Para 3de in moaitions west of the
SIAGEE RIVER (S-3 Perisdic kenort No. 130, 22 Aug 44). On
the Force's right, along the sea coast, wi3 the 50% Para
Inf Bn: the 517 Para Inf B8z was in contact on the left
flank (HgS 20-16-32 ¥ol,3, 1st SSF F.0. 30, 20 Aug 44).

118. There howebepao for units of the Foree a series
of rapié advances alons the Mediterranean coast that was
to take them in less than three weoks a distance of some
4% miles to the Franeo-Italian frontier, In gencral enenmy
resistance was light. It was not necessary for the Force
to nount any large-3scale operations. Ingagelentg were on
a reglzental, or lower, level, as the eneny fought small
typical delaying actions., Each day brought its qucota of
two or three towns cccupled, a mumber of M,G. positioans
destroyed, a score or so of Ppy, taken, a mined road
grater filleé or a bridpe replacea by the Englneers,
Casualties sustained by the Snecial Service troops were
slight, enemy wmortar or artillery fire accounting for

nost of these., The greatest hardship on officers und men
alike was the strain of being almost continually on the
nove, with no oppertunity for rest or relaxation, The
Fforce was advaneinz on a wide front, almost 10 miles from
flank to flank, and it waa not until Noveaber, when po-
sitions became stabilized on the Italian fromtier, that

it was found possible to .withdraw units into reserve, a
battalion at a time (W.D.,, 1 Cdn Speec Service Bn, 31 Oct
44), The whole of the advance was carried out on foot,
and without the aid of armour. Supporting fire was avail-
able, however, from two field artillery units, the 602 and
537 Field artillery Bns, which were attached to the Force
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(5-3 Periodic Reports Nos. 130-150, 22 Aug - 11 Sep 44),

LR The main axis of the Foree's advance te the
northeast in general paralleled the Riviera coast at a
distance of from five to ten niles inland. The combat
regiments crossed the SIAGNE HIVER on 22 Aug, taking
Li3 VEYANS (62357L) and TANNERONL (702655), and next

day the town of GRASSE (333732) was occupied (5-3
Pericdiec lteport No,132), 3y 26 Aug the Force had reach-
ed the LOUP RIVER, and the 2nd Repiment had captured
VITLEFEUVE LOUBET (462761), -- later to be used as a
Force bivouac area (Ibid No. 134), On 28 Aupg the tewns
of CAGIES (48273}, ST, PAUL (465801) and TENCE [459830)
were occunied with little onposition a3 the enemy with-
drew to the east bank of the IF ViR RIVER (Ibid lic.i36),
Two days later the Force crossed the IE VAR RIVER without
incidant,

120, Bayt of the LE VR reslstance stiffened. The
tonegranhy of the country was becoming inecreasingly
difficult, and the eneny took full advantage of natural
features in siting his defence positions. The advance
of the Force slowed dewn. Jigorous patrolllng was
carried out to determine the location of eneny strong-
nointa and to direct artillery fire upos them. On 3
Sep the 2nd wegiment relieved 509 Parae Inf Ba in the

" ecoastal area iumediately west of LIONACO, the ecasial

sector becomins ingcluded in the Forces comiaitments from
that date. 0On the same duay the lat Hemiment occcupled

the town of PEILLE (698900) (I1bid No. 143)., at the
request of the MONACC Govermment a platoon from the 2nd
Regiment established a pesition in LONTE CARLO om 6 3ep.
On that date patrels inte LIIT0L found the eity evacuated,
(Ibid Wo. 146).

THE FR.ANCO-ITALIAN SOUNDARY (9 SEP-28 NOV 44)

S 1 By 9 Sepn the Force had taken up pesitions behind
the international boundary, in a line that ran northward
from the sea coast east of HMENTON to inelude CASTELLAR
(774895) wnd MOMTI (765902 ), and then west of the CASTELLAR-
CASTILION (74693%)-30.21 (740980) Hoad to a peint 3000
yards south of SO0SPEL (Ipid lio, 150). This linme was held

“wifhbut change for the next seven weeks, .The enemy was

in a strongly fortified position in CASTILLON, where he
oecupled well constructed pill-boxes that had been
orizinally built by the French as part of a system of
frontier defence. From this fort artillery and mortar
fire continually harassed Special Serviee positions,

while reconnaissance patrols frequently came under machine
gun fire from the defenders, Without the equipment or the
personnal available for a full scale dssault upon the fort
the Foree resorted to directing artillery fire against
CASTILLON., Naval fire support was employed, and almost
daily throughout Septeanber and October the town became




the target for 14" shells from warships cruising off
MEONTON (Ibid Mo. 151), On 6 Oct civilians were avacuat-
ed from CASTILLON but it was pnot until 28 Oct that patrols
found SOSPEL and Ca3TILLON clear of the enemy, and Speclal
Serviee troops entered the two towns (lbid Yo, 197).

122, This German withdrawal across the Italian beund-
ary made It possible to atraighten and storten the line
held by the 15t Special Service Torce, On the last-two
days of OUgtober the 15t and 3rd Regiments advanced east
to CASTILLON and SOSTEL to occupy the mountein heights
along the frontier, anéd to come into line with the 2nd
Regiment holding the seaward end of the boundary (Ibid
No., 199 and 200), During lNovember operations wePe confln-
ed to patrolling activities and small scale raids on enemy
positions. There was sporadic long range artillery action
on both sides, and a few casualties from enemy shelling
were suffered by Force perasonnel in the Teat area at
MINTON (W.D., 1 Cdn Srec Serviee Bn, 1 Nov 44), ~~
——
a5 liorale was running low., The Force had been
continuously in action since 14 aup, without relief. The
Battalion Commander reported that there had been a notice-
able inerease in cases of psychoneurosis, especially among
the original men, "They have bteen through a lot of heavy
and tryins fighting® (konthly Repert, September 1944),
1l Cdn Spec Service Bn was now experiencing the aftermath
of the costly operations in the MIGHANO Secctor (see para
93) and of the strain of the long and exacting period of
fizhting in the aANZI0 3eachhead. Traineé to lead the
attack in specialized forns of warfare, it did not help
matters that the l1st Special Service Force now found it-
self enteéring upon a peried of coaparutively inaetivity
which apparently led nowhere. The campalgh Seemed to be
peterinz out ln a long and unpleasant anti-climax as the
nen round themselves “sitting up on the mountains day
after day", exposed to cool, wet weather that was in
complete variance with 1 popular conceptions regarding
the climate of the sundy Riviera (W,D., 1 Cdn Speo Service
Bn, 12 Oct - 2 Nov 44). The Seventh Army wa3 now far to
the porth, fighting in the Vosges liountalns east of EPINAL,
preparatory to their break-through to the RHINE (Weekly War
Review No, 195), There was a feeling arong the personnel
of 1 Cdn Spec Service Bn that they had been forgotten by
their own country (W.D., 1 Cdn Spec Service Bn, 10 Cot 44),

124, The end of an operational tour of 107 days came
on 28 Lov, when the 1lst 3f#e®al iirborne Task Force was
withdrawn from the line, The lat Speclal Service Foree was
relieved by 100 Inf Bn and clements of 442 Hegimental Combat
Team, -- units composed entirely of american-naturalised
Japanese (3-3 Periodic Report No. 228, and HyS 20-16-32 Jol.
5, Monthly Report, 1 Cdn Speco Serviee Bn, 1 Nov 44 to 9 Jan

45),
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DISEIRDIENT (29 KOV 44 - 10 JAN 45)

RS, IMars ‘or the distard—ent of the 13t 3yecisl
Service Torce had teen under coniiderstion since the
niddle of Cctoler, when & reccrrendation tc this effect
was made to the U.3. War Demartirent 1y tie Cuxander,
Mediterrozesn Theatre (E°3 20-1-32 Vol.2, Tel CAV 463,
C&: from Cdn Aray Steff, 12 Cct 44). At D,V.D. the
reaction to tlils provosal *¢s fevoirstle, Thea
rossibility of the disband—e-t cof the Perce had been
discussed early in 1044, “Her the ithdrawal of lst

Cd: Spec Jervice Ln beocsuse o lach of reinforcements
had teen gerfounlsr vonten-loted {(sce rara 131). The
Cansdian vim'pﬂnt was that "the ceontinued employnent
of this srecial Torce on operations detached frem those
urcn which the mnin foreena of the Canadian Amy werse
enrlovad congtituted a disrersion of our resources for
which there was no srecial necessity", The proposed
disbendnent of the lat 3 auiml dervi c:e Feree now
vresented an orportunit~ o nininizing Canadisn coermit-
manta of infantrr of tle best tyie {F"},S 2(=1-32 Vol.2,
p.o.8.3,. tA) %o b‘..:..a., 13 Cct 44). Canadian con-
eurrence in the U.3. recormendetion was ~iven bty the
l'inister of Fational Defence on the grounds that

(1) "the Force had ovifinallr leen croenized to
repfor- a srecisl oreration in Forwer whieh was later
abandoned, ard (11) it coastituted & 1ispersion of
Capadiar resources a-| -articularl r resources in tor-
~vade infantry® (B3 2(-1-32 Vol,2, Tel 03 51%, Ralston
fro= turchie, 13 Cct 44). """-:. gisposal of the Cemadian
elecent of tke Force vas o le c:ar*'lgﬂ it by arran"a—
gent wits G qu’.. e {Hw 'J"L'--.I.-'-"j'? -?1.141'-, TE]. m {.‘(7

to Cdn Amay Stqff, 6 Sov 4L).

126, At its biveuac erea near VILLINIUVI-LOUYIT dis-
tandoent of the Sreciml Jervice Force teran, a3 all
rersonnel of the 1 Odn 3pec Service I'n were 3egrezated
to forr e single unit. On the afterncon of 5 Dec the
Foree asssenbled for a Tarewsll rarede and memorial
aervice in honour of those who had fallen In Fraence.
!utusl -ood wishes were extended by the Canadian and
Mericar Comsanders. The Torce Conpander shook hands
vith everw officer and nen in the Canadian battalion.
The Force fla~ wes sheathed, end the Canadinns Said
roodtwe to their Amer!can conrades (W.D.,. 1 Cdu 3rec
Service Dn, 5 Deoc 4],

127 The next day a léng convoy of trueks carried

1 Cdn 3pec 3ervice Fn to IJ.H;:EILLLJ vlere entarkation

of 35 officers and 618 other ranks took place on the
"Ville d'Cran® (1 Cln Jpec Jervice Fn, Tt II Crder
Te.G2, 14 Deoc L4)., After s row':L rassase the trools
ﬂumn arted at NATLES on tle -~ornic- of € Dec and ‘b?‘
evening all were at AVELLINC, wlere ther “wpeceived a
rodd recevtion Lmck inta the "Canzcian  Amy"™ (W.D., 1 Cdn
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129, These changea lightened the work of the 1 Cdn
Spec Service DBn administration staff at the Force 3ase
Zchelon, Considerable delay, however, was encountered
in connection with the reporting or casualties. Fronm
the ANZIC beachhead it took four days for casualty
returns to reacli 2nd Echelon at AVELLIKO (Monthly Report,
February 1944), Later, when the Force was fighting in
Southeran Frauce where no cabla or air nail facilities
were available, the transmission of returns took as long
as 15 days (llontlly Repert, September 1944). Since the
casualties were handled by U,S. ledical Installations,
and the dead buried in «<ierican cezetéries, conatant
difficulty was axperisnced in obtaining regular sub-
mission of hosplital records and purlal reports concern-
ing Cunaéian personnel, At overy riove Bf the Foroe it
Wa3 necessary for the Canadian administrative Cfficer to
contact the apnropriate hospitals and imstruct them to
forwaré the required renorts to 2ed Hehelon (Ibid).

130, Iu larch 1944, in order to facilitute the work

of 2nd Bchelon in hundlins the evacuation of casualties

to the United Kingdcom, all documents for versonnel of

1l Cdn Smec 3erviece Ja held at D.¥.D. were forwarded to
C..H.Q. (HQS 20-4-32 [ol.2, Tel A1626, Cammilitry to
Defensor, 11 Mar 44, uné LG 256, Defensor to Canmilitry,

14 Kar 44)., In /iuzust, following receipt of authority

frofd DIE.D. (HQS 20-1-32 7ol, 2, €25 to C.K.H.Q. 24 Jul
44), Cli.H,y. issued alninistrative instructions establish-
ing a channel of coamunication between the Comnanding
Officer, Clén Snee¢ Sarvice Ba and DXL .D, through Cdn Sec
G.,H.Q. 1 Sch, A.A.I., and C,K.H.Q. The battallon was to
continue to function on a Field heturn basis, but doouments
would be maintained by 0.1.C. Records at C,L,H.Q. instead
of by the Director of Recordz, DK.D. (BG3 20-1-32 Jol, 2,
C.M.H.Q. Adm Inst Fo. 20, 7 Auz 44).

REINFORCELILTS

131, The policy regarding the sunply ol reinforcenents
to the 3pecial Service Battalion also underwent rexlision
during the period of operutions in Europe. When the Force
sailed for the Mediterranean Theatre in Cctober, 1943, it
wiag consldered that since this was a "task force" of highly
trained spacialist troops it would not be found practicable
to reinforce the unit in future. As a result no special
arrangements were made by Canadian authorities to traln or
garmark reinforcements for ths Force (see para 49, and

HYS 20-£=32, CGS to Cdn hLrmy Staff, 14 Jan 44)., The heavy
ecasualtlies suffered by the Force in its lecepiber operations
made it apparent that without reinforcement the Canadian
element night soon waste to nil, So sserious was the
situation that the Commander, First Cdn .army (General
Stuart), recommended that arransements be made with
WASHINGTON to withdraw 1 Cdn Snec Service Bn and use its
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personnel to reinforce 1 Cdn Para 3a, which was operat-
ing with the Aritish 6th alrborme Div (HQS 20-6-32, Tel
A356, Murchie fron Montague, 26 Jan 44), It was realiz-
ed, however, that such an acticn on the part of the
Canadian authorities would result in the breaking up of
the Special Sarvice Force, vhich was at the time not
only ir a theatre of cperaticns, but actually engaged
against the enemy. Such & proposal could not be expccted
to Inmprove the solidarity of U.3, - Canadien relations
(HGS 20-6-32, Tel CAM 52, C.G.3. from Cdn Army Staf?,

28 Jan 44),

1320 It was ascertalned that the Amerioan eleament
of the lst 3Snecial Sarvice Torce was being reinforced
fron & general l1afantry nool as the Force moved to the
ANZIO beachhead, there to be employed in a role of
infantry shock troops SHQ; 20-6~32 Tal GG 448, llurchie
froa Stuart, 11 Feb 44), In view of tuis change in the
unitta euumitnenza Geneoral stuurt, teo whou General
Eisenhower had exhressed his opinien that 1t would be a
mistake to dithdraw tlhe CanaCiar coujencnt, now recom-
mended that the battalion be brought up to strength with
infantry-trained reinforecments [Ihidl. Ministerial
approval was given on 14 Feb 44 (H 5 20-6-32, C.G.S,

to iiinister, 12 Feb 44), and led to the arrival in the
bridsehead, on 27 apr, of the 15 officers and 240 other
ranks above referred to (see nara 101), 1 Cdn Spec
Service 3n was brouzht u) to strength again by success-
five drafts ip June, July and auzust prior to the
coamencement of operations ir Southern France (see para
109 ang W.D., I Cln Snec 3ervice Bn, 12 Jul and 3 Aug 44),

133, all these reinforeesents were immediately placed
upos the same rates of pay as the rest of the perscnnel
in 1 Cdn Snec Service 3pn rezardless of the fact that they -
had not gualiried as parachutists (HQS 20-6-32, C,G.S5. 9
Minister, 12 Feb 44), They were thus receiving regular
Cunadlan army rates of pay supplemented by parachute pay
of two dollars per day for officers ané 75 cents for
other ranks (sece para 16). 411 requests nade by the
Battalion Commander and the Force Commander to pay the
Canadians at rates comparable to those received by thelr
Anmerican comrades had been turned down by D.I.D.

154, Tor the firast eight nonths of thelr stay in the
Mediterransan Theatre nembers of the 1 Cdn Bpec Service
Bn enjoyed a slight advantage over otiier Canadlan troops
in I1taly in the matter of rates of foreign exchange.
Through & misundorstanding the bulk funds drawn from the
U,S, War Departaent by the Canadian paymaster allowed
paymont to officers und men at the dmerican rate of

100 lire to the dollar, instead of the less favqurable
exchange rate of 100 lire to #1.1175 Canadian.’ as a
result members of tha battulion benefitted DYy an average
individual amount of j22.25 for the eight months' period
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(HYS 20-4-32 Vo0l.3, sumission to Linister, 17 Nov 44).
Effective 1 Jul 44 the battalion was paid at Canadian
rates of exchange {"There is always someone dizaing
morale busters out of the hat", -- W,D., 1 Cdn Spec
Sepvice Nn, 2 Aug 44). It was decided not to recover
the differcnce from the recipients, and by Order-in-
Council payument of the total amsount involved, $24,072,04
was confirmed, "the said payments having been mida and
received iu pood faith™ (EQS 20-4-32 Vol.3, P.C.106/
8990, 29 Nov 44). g

HONOURS AND AWARDS

135. It is probable that, apart from the gquestion
of inequalities of pay, no =zreater cause ef dissatis-
faction to members of 1 Cdn Snee Service Bn was to be
found than the failure, throughout alumost the sntire
perlod of operations, to receive any British awards

for gallantry in the field., INotification of Axerican
awards, nade by the Commander in the Fjeld in consuls
tation vith tho scnior Canaciar Commander, began to
appear in april 1944 (llonthly Report, aodril 1944}, By
Getober 29 Aqerican awards for gallantry, ranzing froo
the Diatinguished Service Cross to the 3ronze Star
Hedal , had -been accepted on behalf of the Canadian
Governncnt (B3 20-4-32 1.3, 7.A.G.(2) to A.G., 19
Cet 44), 3ut no British awards hac been received,
Keubers of the bSattalion continually asked, "Why don't
tha Canadians receive any 3British awards?® (HY3S 20-4-32
vol.3, Lt.-Col. akehurst to the Minister, 27 Sen 44).
In suprorting the Sattulion Coomander's reguest for
consideration Colonel 'Maller, the Porce Comaander, wrote;

I feel that in fairness to the Canadiuns in
the organization there should be a recognition
¢f their deeds by their own country. American
awards cunnot take the place .of a recognition
by the country to which they bear allegiance,
I ulso fesl that awards lose much of their
value by being indefinitely delayed.

(HyS 20-4-32 Vol, 3, Colonel Walker to the Minister,
3 Got 44), :
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136. From the time of 1 Cdn Spec Service Bn's emtry
into the field of operatioms in Doceaber 1943 until the
followines lloyeanber the battalion was inecluded in the
geoeral allotaent of Britidh awards to the U.S. Fifth,
and later tie Seventh arny (Honthly Report, April 1944),
There was uo specific allotucnt to tihe Canadian persomnel
83 Such ant aembera of 1 &in Spec Service Bn competed for
Aritish gwurds on the sume basia az all other mombers of
the U.3. Arnies. The power to cenfer 3ritish recogni-
tions for gallaatry in the fileld was delegated 1O lhe
C-in-C, 15 arny Group, and, 45 ight be expected, the
allotment of Hritlish wwarda to the Fifth and 3eventh
armies, which were substantially all American ia
composition, was strictly limited (HGS 20-4-32 Vol. 3,
V.hG. [2) to AG,, 19 Cet 44), A3 a matter of faet

no awards were raceived fron Gepneral Sir Alexander by

theé 1st Speciul Servige Force (HQS 20-4-32 Vol. 3,
Lt.-Col. Axchurst to the linister, 27 Sep 44),

i37. 43 4 result of reorcsentations made by D,N.D.
to the War Office at the end of October 1944, it was
apreed that 1 Cdn Snec 3ervice 3n should be treated on
the same tasis as other Canadian cor Jritish troops in
the grantiog of iritish awarcs (HQS 20-4-32 Jol, 3, Tel
AB583, iilitry to Defensor, 1 Lov 44), Thease neasures
were nade retroactive, an Routine Orders for Hovember
tontaincd the announcemunt of 3ritish decofations for
four meabers of 1 Cdn Spec 3ervice Ba, two of whom had
been reconmended for recognition the previcus February
(Yioothly Reports, February = Noveaber 1944), Altogether
a total of J0 American and 17 3ritishh awards for gallantry
were won by personnel of 1 . Soec Service 3n (as at
3] Dec 45, BSes Apnx "C¥), They were divided as follows:
P Wl i IV | {-‘i; i f.'ﬂu-?:{.u_h.,pw asr Rads
3ritish Awards
P )
. H.3.E.
bR R
HE.
K.L.D.
Total

L
i ol 3Y )

Amarican Awards
Distinguishéd Service Cross
Silver Star
SQronze 3tar lisdal
Pak Leaf Cluster to Sronze
Star Ledal

oo
D O

=

Total
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133, This is an imposing list of awards, and it be-
oories all the aare nmeritorious when one considers the
strietly comnetitive conditicns under which these
aonoul's were won. Jut the worth of a battalion caanot
bc neasured alone by the punber of nedals bestowed upon
itz possonnel, Certainly its efficiency cannot bé
gauzed Tio1 tic publieity afforced its activitiesa., From
its very inception the operutions of 1 Cdn 3pec 3ervice
dn h.d of nocessity bdeern cloaked by the closest sscurity.
Senregated from units anc foriations of their own nation-
ality, tac personnel of the battalion faced the uphill
tuaar of tailag thelr place side by side <Ath spocially
nicked .wotlcan troons, and aecustoning theaselves to
the usc of agerican weanons ané Agerican methods of
Tizshting wrocedure, That ther asucceedsd in wioniag the
resneet of their nericun ecoorades und su - riors soeaks
well Tor tha calibre and doterainction of Ganudian
officers and ‘108 alile.

137. Throunbout tite two ané a half rears of its
edstooce tiae lst Swelal Service Forrce was oo Dulerous
agaagiona a.llac vun to unlertake assiznients ore
Gillioult anr ‘..*rl;m.s ti:an ware ususlly tue ot of
renulss troom, In egel. such oweratior tiae Conadliag

eloiept ol tue Joroe »nluyed its —art efficiently and

well, Troining togetlhor on the asnowy plaina umnG Lllls

of yontana, the Seaches of Virginia anc the rain-goaked

tundra of .J.CHITIC., ard fishtins shoulder to shoulder

in the nountains “elarse C.OJINC, oa tle >lulns cof the
ARZIC deachhead;, on L5oe invasion islands of oouthern

ﬁqnc:}, un@ along tihe increuasingly difficult terrvain

of Lhe itiviera coast to the Italiam doréer, Canidian

and ;.:r,i-*_m golilera fornol Gifferénces cf nationality

in tho »erforiunce of a ocoivion task. The story of 1 Cdn

apec Jerviae Jdn .nd of the lat S—ecial Service Force

is the slorr of ap experiment in matioepdl ailitary co-

eperstion, == an experinent -hiich, fespite certain

acnlnistiative ¢ifficulties »roved, in the main, success-
ful.,

140, This revort was nrenared by liajor G.{.L.

Kicholson,

/ff.ﬁi /ff ,.-»-Uqr /2;/

-

;4;‘fG. F.G. Stanley) Ir,; Col,
/ Dnyuty Director
Historisal Section (G,.8.)
Dapartaent of lational Defence.

-




APPENDLX, "A™

STRINGTH OF 1 CDN SFEC SELVICE BN T APFRGIOIMATELY
ROGILY INIZEWWALS, AUOUST 19045 ~ SOVELRER 1944
(Compiled frog tonthly sieports and war Disxy 1 Gaa Spec Jezvice Bn)

—_— e e s —— ——— i — " — i —

Hon=
!I Heinf"ts Effuctit'ﬂal Total Strangth
Date el 3ctatiom _-iﬁiﬂ Silortys |G fortm ) W ATl Ta
¢ $

31 aug L2 FT R T ianISN ‘ | | 524 717 769
W POALE . o e : 45| 593| 638
31 Oct L2 E » » ! 45 | 549 504
30 Mow A2 . " . ] 45| 519 504
10 Dec 42 N - N 97 . =,
31 Dec 42 = . » A8 1 616 660
31 Jun 43 = e . L3 | <0k &Ly
25 Feh L3 . " s 3 | 803 ol
T Lar I,]' 3 - . 12
31 Eax 43 » " " L3 ] s 622
30 apr 43 e B o a3 §} 575 0is
31 MNay 43 = - v &= | 573 ol5
10 Jul 43 Z:takation, S & . JCISC0 &2 ] 552 594
1 Sep 43 Disebsrition, 54N 2.2CISCO b2 | 5511 593
2E Sep 43 T BLL20 L1EN - &5

30 8ep43 M 4 i w | 65| e
27 Ot A3 Boanarion, NaFitH .08 3E | 571 09
5 Hov A Dizabariation, CaBALLs G | 3% | 571 09
1L Yor 43 Embasation, Ol 35 570 oo
1 Dec 43 Inte action, 1.0 36 570 (g
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31 Hax 44 " g 4 jine 36 | 447 LE5
1 Py ‘r'i. L n 15 :5._5

30 Aps Al ] » L 5 | 53 G76 729
11 Jun AL G0 el ! 16 3192 48 | 568 636
23 Jun 44 Lal0  allddio 4t 206

& Jul -4k BrTa vandae DT Ol AELASSH S 12 159 49 783 E32
12 Tul Lk Ll " t " 1 3{}

31 Tul 44 " oo i 10 |52 46 | 764 | €32
3- A = L " H » B A2

3) Aves LA Southain Frauce 5 154 85| ‘795 B850
30 Sen 44 u fe 5 1240 5Q | 7157 £07
31 Oat 44 " . & 305 42 1 Tl o4
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Pariod

1 Dee 43 = 31 Jan 44
(MIZH.0 Soetnr)

1 el = 30 apr Ll
(4210 Beazkhaeai)

L Bay = 10 Jun L4
{ Breskout to wlbi}

El-dum = 19 -Ane Ad
[Trrasion Trainin:)

1, =20 dug 44
(ILES D'ii¥ukis)

21 aug - 10 Sep L
{Eiviera Ccast)

11 Bep = 30 Bov &4
{ Franco-Italian Bordor)

TOTAL 1 Deo 43 to
90 Hew L4
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coTeTt o l'epeltls

Parvonnel Died

CASUANTIES 1 CDW STIC SLUTCD S8 70K
SIGNT/ICAT PELIODS OF (FLLATIONS
(nefe B 54-27=22-3 (DE4), 11 Jan 46)
P OSFICELS OTTER JAHLS ALL
1 o WA
Missing lHaaing TOTAL
kizieal & oW ﬁL.-immﬂad Eilied 'a BW # | wounded
| }
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I ]
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5 2 ! 14 79 % 164 234
; -l |
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1 E 1 12 37 51
2 ' a 5 4 43 62
1 6 10 53 £0
s, =S .. = i e -
|
LY 2 4Lt 12 T 259 THO
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Inclwles wepateiated amd

Liberated Paole

0 wovuds ore included in rigures for Killed.

The asove fizures cover period 1 Cee 43 to 30 Nov L4 and are
iegoived op to 9 Jan LG
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APPRIDIX "C"

.ul-:aT U.E" ..ml:TL.-H _14 I}_ mm.Iﬂ:u.I JCOsATIONS
,ﬁmum 'lﬁ PGl Ll OF 1 '+ 50 -.u-.-a.- SeuVICE [H.
T (IQ 54-27-04-1k (Records 3), 16 Jan Lb).
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L..~Col.
ks o (a/12~Cel,)

T 1D SE.VICE Gk

AETEST, John 7.he
G1IDAY,; Thonas Poph
LE'AG OF TiE 000 OF ME SJITISH BPThE

Eaies
Ly 10d

HISCOS, Joim Tizcent J.

MILFT oY Lellal

PuCE, Thomas

w087, Ailan Lﬁ?Ff“ﬂ
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