NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est préliminaire et n'a aucun caractére officiel.
On n'a pas vérifié son exactitude et les interpretations
qu'il contient ne sont pas nécessairement celles du Service
historique.

Directorate of History
National Defence Headquarters
Ottawa, Canada

K1A 0K2

July 1986



Y -d

£RERELED
R I ¥ O RBERD Y C

I'ISTORICAL 3uCTION (G.S5.)

~
ViATOENT OF RATICNAL DIFLNCE pEcLAS .m oY
THL 6TY CAMADIAN DIVISTON N oo ‘::oomm
pets: —HG?
INTRODUCTION
g This rerert denls with the lormation,

orJani"ntion, trainins and operational role of the
first of the three Hore Defence Divisions cof the
Caradian Army, i.e. the 6th Canadian Inrnntry Divisicen.
The source naterial rer which the following asccount is
drawn includes the "G“ and "A" “ar Diarles of the
Divisional ¥He adwta"tcrs, the 'lar Diaries of the compo-
nent brigades and the Headquerters files in Central
leristry, Departrent of Nstional Defence 0f these
lattsr, the pertinent files in the "20" block wers
found to be most useful,

FIRST JRCLCSALS T POBILTISL TIGS 6TH AND 7TH DIVISIONS

2 At tre same time thet the units
oornrisine the 13t and 2nd Canadlen Divisziona were

beins ealled out for active service on 1 Sep 79, "details"
ol other nrevicuasly sregified units were also celled out -
Tfor home defecnee and ecenerel security dutles, These,

andé other Ton-iermanent letive l:ilitis units, whieh

were from tinme to tire vlaced on en sctive service

basis under Gection b4 of the Militia Act, forred o

rooL from vhich subsesuent oversees and llome Defence
Divisions vere Tormed. In llay 1940 the mobilization of
the 3rd Canadien Infantry Division was anncunged; and

in June the raicing of & fourth division was determined
u':ﬁono

3. In October 1940, preliminary discussions
were haelé bLr the Directorates concerned, recardiane the
1ob*;4zct§ca of two rore infantry divisions. The raisins

Y

of these divisions, not includine those bautrﬁionﬂ
already called out leor home defence purposes, had not,

at this dste, been suthorized. It was decided, therefors,
rierely to »rapere 8 tentative selection of units which
nicht ccmprise these divisions, tekins intoc account the
necesslity of meintaining a certeain number of Coast
Defence bettulions and elsce infantry battelicona in
Newfoundlend and the "jest Indies. The sglection of
co"nonﬁﬁt units was to te tased upon the manpower canacity
of Lre vericus lilitery Districts (H.S 20~g-5, vol. 1:

" lunnine Canadiecn Army Jro"r&nme,' roject No,. 13%: @ee
elso Yemo b ! /“.u.:.;., 23 Cat 40).

-

%o Ko furtrer steps anpear tn have been
talen fcr several mont“>, and on 7 Yey 41, the Aetinz
Chief of the General Gtaff, Brlesdler Maurlee lope,

askel the Tirector of Staff Duties te drennre a suscested
$nble of enrnositiorn feor a 5th Cenadien Division (HU3
20-1-5, vel, 1: zope to DeS.D., 7 Vey 41), In rerly
Yaijo (lotor Bricadier) 1.1, Chesley (a;)-\\); rrenared
tatles showine a dreft comnosition for the 5th and the
6tk Canadian Nivisions (Ibid: 3.D.(A) to D.i.Y.,

.

- Sa STREA

PR W D

DRSS TR = M‘:‘ ‘L.




DECLASS ) ) ‘_n’
: : &mbmﬁnﬂoae 4
s :w' he w%——m’w

10 May 41). These tables insluded the mobilizsed MHone
Defense battalions, those in Newfoundland and Jamalca,
and thrae Cosst Defsnce battalions. The prinsiple of
territorial reprssentstion was duly cbserved, and
the three bripedss represented “Western, Central and
hastern Canade., Queben wes represented by tliree
regirments, With regard to other asrme and serviocen,
any selsction wonld have to be deferrad until the
4th Division and Corps recuirements werse knowa, bub
Yiajor Chesley yointed out that thers were a sufficient
 number of non~mobilized batteries in ¥ilitary Disnricts
1, 2, %, 4, 7, 10, 12 and 13 to provide the neceansry
artillery components for the two divisions., As a
metter of interest, the suerested inlantry comnpencot s
of the two divisions richt be noted in this rerors:

Compesition, 5th Division

13th Infantry Brigade
The Edrmonton Fusiliers )
Irish Pusiliers (Vancouver Regiment’
Thae Winnipeg Grenadlers :

14th Infantry brigsade
The Kent Regliment
The Alagonqguin Regiment
The Widliand Regiment

15tk Infantry Brigede
The Sherbrooke Fuaslliers Hegiment
The Victoria Rifles of Canada
The Royal Rifles of Cenada

¥.G. Bettalion
The Saint Johr Pusiliers (M.G.)

Composition, oth Diviaion

16th Infantry Brigade
The Rocky licuntain Raneers
The srince Albert and Battleford Volunteers
The Winnipep Light Infantry -

17th Infantry Brigade :
The Lincoln end Welland Regiment
The Seult Ste. Marie snd Sudbury Reeiment
Le Regiment de Hull

18th Infantry Brigade
les Voltigeurs de Quehec :
The Frince Edward Island Hiszhlanders
The New Brunswick Rangers

M.G. Battalion
le Regiment de Chateauguay (Mit.)

5., Early in July, 1941, & chenge of nomen-
clature took place which affected the Nivision whieh
forms the subject of this report. The lst Canadian
Armoured Division, which had been suthorinéd by CGeneral
Order 88, 5 Jun 41, wes redasisnated the 5th Canadian
(Armoured) Division; accordingly, the Sth Canedian
Division, which we Have baen discussing above, was
renurbered the 6th Canmdian Division; while the previous
6th Canadian Divislon btecame the 7tk Canadian Division.
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6. On 2 Jul 41, tentative proposals for
the Order of Battle of the 6th Canadian Division were
re-examined, and a revised table of composition submitted
to the Chief of the General Staff. This draft was
prepared by Colonel (later Brigadier) W.H.S. Macklin,
Director of Staff Duties. Colonel Macklin pointed out

in his memorandum the necessity of improving the position
respecting French-spealking representation in the Active
hrmy. Although a fair measure of represantation had

been achieved in the lst and 2nd Divisions, "in the
somewhat hasty mobilizaticn which was carried out in
June, 1940, at the time of the tollapse of France,

this importent matter was forgotten or pushed aside"
(Ipid, vol-1: Macklin to A/C.G.S,., 2 Jul 41). No
French-spesking units had been included in the 4th
Division end, except for the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment,
which was e bilingual amalsametion of two Non-Permanent
Active Militia units, not one of the unallotted infantry
pattalions raised at that time was French-Canedé¢lan. With
regard to the Armoured Division, it had been considered
inadvisable to complicate the problem of inter-cormmunica-
tion by introducing French-speaking units. Another
factor was the necessity for speed, which had precluded
the raising of new units &b initio. French Canada therefore .
obtained scarcely any representation in the 5th Canadian
Armoured Division. Accordingly, in planning the Order

of Battle of the 6th Canadian Division, "a determined
effort" was made "to correct the existing situation
respscting French~Canadian units" (Ibid).

Te In his proposed Order of Battle for the
6th Canadien Division the Director of Staff Duties
accepted the previous recommendation for the l1l35th and
14th Infantry Brigades, but suggested the following
composition for the 15th Canadian Infantry Brigade:

Le Regiment de Full (%o be mobilized)
Ies Voltigeurs de Quebec, and a Coast
Defence Infantry Battalion from M.D. 6.

He also suggested that certain French-speaking units of
arms other than infantry should be incorporated into the
divisional Order of Battle, including the 58th Anti-
Tank Battery (levis), 15th Fielid Company (Thetford Mines),
19th Field Ambulance (Quebec) and 6th Divisional Ordnance
Field Park {(Quebec). With regard to 6th Divisional
Signals, it was appreciated that the Militia units,
insofar as trained personnel wers concerned, were largely
exhausted end that it would be necessary to i1l the
signal sections by quotas of men from all Districts,
strengthened by a few key men from overseas.

8. Two days later, on 4 Jul 41, the Chief

of the General Staff, Major~General (later Ceneral)

H.D.G. Crerar, sent a request toc the Minister of National
Defence urging the partial mobilization of the 6th Canadian
Division (Ibid: Crerar to the Minister, 4 Jul 41). EHe
wrote, in part, as follows:

1. The question of the Order of Battle of a
prospective 6th Canadian Division (of which
the majority of the infantry battalions are
already available) has been under exemination
for some time. '

2. The proposed Order of Battle now submitted
by D.S.D., the basis of which is argued in his
memorandum of 2nd July, 194l......is concurred in
by me.
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i 38 It will be noted that a good deal of 44
thought has been given to the problem of givi:
more adequate representation in the Active Army
to French Canada.

4, I would ask for your very early approval of
this Order of Battle, and especially as regards
the proposed composition of the 13th, 14th and
15th Infantry Brigades.

5. I also recormend that approval be now given
. for the progressive mobilization of the new

tnits required to enable these three Brigades to
function as Infantry Brigade Groups, this mobi-
lization to begin as soon as the 3rd Canadian
Division has departed oversesas.

6. Approval of the infantry composition of
this prospective 6th Division is an urgent
matter. These units will, for at least several
months, and perhaps for over a year, be employed
in a home defence role. It will be to them that
2 considerable proportion of those infantry
trainees who have not volunteered to serve
overseas, and who leave the Advanced Training
Centres on 19th July, will need to be posted.

Te As indicated above, I propose that the
mobilization of 6 Canadian Division should
initially be partial. The first stage will

be to complete the three Brigade Groups which
it is intended to locate: - (a) at Nanaimo

(b) on the Welland Canal (c) at Valcartier.
There they will be relieved by the Brigade or
battalion now doing duty in those areas, and
the Brigades of the 4th Canadian Division will
concentrate at Debert and Sussex in replacement
of 3rd Canadian Division.

8. As soon as the foregoing policy has been
approved a detai led schedule of partial and
progressive mobilization will be drawn up for
6 Canadian Division.

On 7 July the Minister of National Defence

replied as follows:

To approve your memorandum of July 4th
would be to authorize the 6th Division in
advance of the War Committee of Cabinet having
passed on it. As you know, the matter of the
authority for mobilization of a 6th Division is
now before the Cormittee. Before the Prime
Minister went away, I asked you if it was
urgent, and you told me that no decision was
needed before the Prime Minister returned.

I understood from you verbally that all you
wanted for the present was approval of a list
of units to which those doing compulsory training
at the Infantry Training Centres could be posted
as they finished their monthly training. If
you will submit the 1list which you sugeest, I
shall deal with it at once.

I note Colonel Macklin's memorandum of July
2nd, particularly regarding the paucity of
French-Canadian units (Ibid: Ralston to C.G.S.,
7 Jul 41).
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THE MOBILIZATION OF THREE LGRIGADE GROUPS OF 6TH varbion

10. In a subsequent memorandum to the Minister
of National Defence, the Chief of the General Staff pointed
out that the 3rd Canadian Division was then under orders to
embark for overseas, and that plans were under way for the
despatch of the 5th Canadian Ammoured Division' in September
and October. Under these circumstances, the organized
forces available for mobile operations in Canada would be
would be reduced to one division (the 4th Canadian). Steps
had already been taken to concentrate this division at
Sugsex and Debert in the Maritime Provinces as soon as the
3rd Division should sail. In the light of this situation,
the Chief of the General Staff again ureed that authority

be obtained to commence the mobilization of the 6th Division
"which, until further authority is sought, will be organized
on & basis of three Brigzade Groups, instead of a complete
Division" (Ibid: Crerar to Minister of National Defence,
15 Jul 41). These Brigade Groups were designed to be
operationally self-supporting. Each was to consist of the
following troops:

Brigade Headquarters

One Infantry Brigade of three battalions

One Field Regiment R.C.A.

One Field Company R.C.E.

Signal Sections for each Infantry Brigade and
Field Regiment. :

Detachments of Ammunition and Petrol Companies
and a Supply Column, R.C.A.S.C.

One Field Ambulance

Two Light Aid Detachments R.C.0.C.

It was intended that the Brigade Groups should be located
at Nanaimo, B.C., Niagara Feninsula (Welland Canal), and
Valcartier. Owing to the selection of the Cape Breton
Highlanders for the 5th Canadian Armoured Division, and the
reinforcement of "W" Force by the Prince Edward Island
Highlanders, the Chief of the General Staff also requested
authority to mobilize two additional infantry battalions.

11. - The 1mp1ementation.of this programme
necessitated the mobilization of two Infantry Brigade

. Headquarters,® two infantry battalions, three field regiments

R.C.A., three field companies, R.C.E., five signal sections
(one elready formed for the 13th Infantry Brierade), detach-
ments for each company divisional R.C.A.S.C., three field
ambulances, and six light aid detachments. The total
strength of the groposed Brigade Groups was 12,223 all
ranks, of which 6,337 were already mobilized. 5,886 were
therefore required to bring the  Brigade Groups up to strength.
As it was contemplated that these units would be employed
"for a congiderable period" in a Home Defence role it was
planned to utilize them to absordb them a proportion of "R"
recruits who had not volunteered to serve overseas, and who
had not been posted to Coast Defence units with a fixed role
(Ibid). These recommendations were approved by the “War
Committee of the Cabinet on 29 Jul 41. (Ibid: Notation on
General Crerar's memorandum).

# One Brigade (the 13th Infantry Brigade) had been authorized
to mobilize 21 Jul 40. (See para 20).
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12. Following the approval of the Minister
covarine the formation of three Brigade Groups the
details of the proposed organization of these Groups
wars the subject of a meetine of Diréectors at the
Dapartment of National Defence on 5 Aug 41. (HQS
20~-1-%, wvol. 1: Minutes of a Meeting of Directors

held at N.D.H.Q., 1100 hrs 6 Aug 41). The Directors
azreed that the mobilization of thae component units
should be progressive. Initially, cadres: of- of ficders
end non-commissioned officers down to and including
corporals were to be raised and trained. It was
estimated that this cadre training would last frem six
to twelve weeks, depending on the arm, and that it
would be November or December bzfore mobilization '
proper would begin., The authority to mobilize provided
that the units concerned should absorb a proportion of
"R" recrults., This was particularly the case with

Le Regiment de Hull owing to the fact that few units
existed to which French-gpeaking "R" recruits could be
satisfactorily posted. At the same time every
encouragemsnt was to be given to soldiers serving in
the Reserve Army (formerly Non-Fermanent Active Militia)
to enlist (Ibid). The estimated costs of the three
Brigaede Groups with a strength of 545 officers and
11,497 other ranks for a period of two and one-half
months in Cadre form (614 officers and non-commissioned
. officers), and three and one-half months full establish-
men’ emounted to $12,782,569 (Ibid: Crerar to the
Minister of National Defence, 6 Aug 41).

15 Although mobilization instructions
(copies of these Mobilization Instructions will be
found in HQRS 20-1-5, vol. 1) were sent to the Distriet
Officers Commandine as early as 18 Aug 41, regarding
the mobilization of the units of the three Brigade
Groups which were to compose the 6th Canadian Division,
the General Order naming thess units as Corps of the
Active Militia and placing them on Active Service as
asctive units of the Canadian Army under Section 64 of
the Militia Act was not issued until 24 Feb 42. This
order, General Order 63/1942, was, however, made
effective as of 29 Jul 41.

14. On 16 September, as & result of represserta-
tion made by the Ninister, (Ibid: Memorsndum, 6 Sep 41)
amendments were issued te the original instructions of

18 Aupust statines that personnel might be obtained from
general enlistment, as well as from the Reserve units

and "R" recruits. . The period for this peneral enlistment
was to end on 20 Oct 41 "at which time such recruitine will
cease, and each District Officer Commanding concerned will
submit 2 report to National Defence Headquarters, showing
what progress has been made in the mobilizetion of 6th
Division units being raiged in his District". On receipt
of this report arrangements were to be made to fill vacancies
with "R" recruits or other personnel at training centres
(Ibid: A.G. circular letter to D.0s.C. 16 Sep 41). On._.
20 September further instructions were issued qualifying
the phrase "will cease”. (lbid: A.Gs. circular letter

to D.0s.C., 20 Sep 41). The Adjutant General's circular
letter read in part as follows:

The intention is that recruiting shall
cease only for the units referred to but that
applicants presenting themselves for enlistment
after the date mentioned should be diverted to
other units then mobilizlng or enlisted as
reinforcements to training centres.
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Headquarters
Artillery

Ehgineers
Signals

Infantry
Infantry
R.COA‘ SQC.

R.C.A.l.C,

Headquarters

Engineers
Signals

Infantry

R.C.A.S5.C.
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15. It may be of interest to note briefly
the procedure laid down in connection with the training
of the newly mobilized units. All recruited personnel,
whether coming from the Reserve force units or from any
other source, were required to complete their training
et the Basic and Advanced Training Centres. The non-
commissioned officers were to take a four-weeks course
et the Junior leaders School and subsequently another
four-weeks course at an Advanced Training Centre. The
officers were to attend Officers Training Centres and
Advanced Training Centres. Under this plan it was
possible for all privates to bte tralned basically in
the common and special-to-arms subjects when the unit
concentrated and for all non-commissioned officers to
receive a thorough refresher course in their duties.
The period during which the other ranks were proceeding
through the Basic and Advanced Training Centres was to
be used to qualify unqualified officers and to give

gualified officers refresher courses. (Ibid: Memcrandum
by D.M.T. tO D-' Of hﬂt & R" 13 NOV 41)-
16. Although the units selected to comncse the

Erigade Groups had received the approval of the Minister,
allocation of units other than infantry, within the
regpective Brirade Groups, had not yet been approved.
Accordingly, on 29 Aug 41, the Director of Staff Duties
subnitted a table of composition to the Chief of the
General Staff, pointinge out that although the newly
mobilized units would not concentrate with their Brigade
Groups until about 1 December it would be desirable from
en administrative point of view to settle the compesition
of the Brigades as soon as possible. The tabls of
composition which appears below received the approvel

of the Chief of the General Staff on 30 Aug 41. (Ibiad:
D.3.D¢ t0:0.G.58, ;729 Aup 411},
Unit E.D, sShation

H.Q. 13th Infantry Brigade
H.Q. 21st Field Regiment, R.C.A.

59th Field Battery R.C.A. 10 Brandon

64th Field Battery R.C.A. 12 Yorkton

39th Field Battery R.C. 4. 13 Lethbridge
20th Field Company R.C.E. - 10 M.D. No. 10
"E" Sec. No. 2 Coy 6 Div Sigs ) ell
"J" Sec. No. 3 Coy 6 Div Sigs ) ' ~
The Winnipeg Grenadiers 10 Winnipeg
The Irish Fusiliers (Van. Regt.) 11 Vaacouver
The Edmonton Pusiliers 13 Edmonton
Det. Amn Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 2 Hamilton
Det. Petrol Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 13 Calgary
Det. Supply Coln, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 7 Saint John

17th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C.
No. 78 Lisht Aid Detachment {Type A)
No. 83 Light Aid Detachment (Tvpe B)

1% Ponoka Alta,
10 MuDe 10

l4th BRIGADE GROUEP

H.Q. 14th Infantry Brigade
0
“%

H.Q. 19th Field Regiment R.C.A.
55th Field Battery R.C.A. 1 london
63rd Ficld Battery R.C.A. 1  Guelph
99th FPield Battery R.C.A. 1 “ingham
5th Field Company R.C.E. 3 Kingston
"F* Sec. o, 2 Coy 6 Div Sigs ) all
"K® Sec. No, 3 Coy 6 Div Sigs )
The Kent Regiment 1 Chathanm
The Algonquin Regiment 2 North Bay
The Midland Regiment (Northumberland 3  Cobaurg
and Durham) .
Det. Amn Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 2 Henmilton
Det. Petrol Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 13 Cealgary



Headquerters
Artillery

Engineers
Signals

Infantry

RoCnA.a ES.C.

R.C.A.lL.C.

Ordnance

Wl

Unit " M.D, Station
Det. Supply Coln, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 7 Seint John
6th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C. 4 Montreal
No. 79 Lisght Aid Detachment (Type A) 16 M.D. 10

No. 61 Lisht Aid Detachment (Tyne B)

15th BRIGADE GROUP

H.Q. 15tk Infantry Brigade
H.3. 20%th Field Regiment R.C.A.

56th Field Battery, R.C.A. 5 levis
72nd Field Battery, R.C.A. 4 Coaticook
79th Field Battery, R.C.A. 4  lontreal
15th Field Company, R.C.H. 5 Thetford line:
"Gt 3ec. No. 2 Coy 6 Div 3igs ) 11
""" Sec. No. 3 Coy 6 Div Sigs ) o
les Voltigeurs de Quebec 5 Quebec
The Halifax Rifles 6 Halifax
le Regiment de Hull - 3. Mkl
Det. Amn Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 2 Hamilton
Det. Petrol Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 13 Calgary
Det. Supply Coln, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C. 7  Saint John
20th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.I.C. 4 DMontreal
(with one Coy from 19 Fd Amb) 5  Quebec
No. 80 Light Aid Detachment (Type A) 10 M.D. 10

No. 82 Light Aid Detachment (Type B)

MOBILIZATION OF HEADQUARTERS 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION

1% . It was not, however, until 16 Mar 42, that
the Chief of the General. Steff (lieutenant-General K. Stuart)
forwarded a submission to the Minister of National Defence
requesting authority for the mobilization of those units
required to complete the Order o Battle of the 6th
Cenadian Division. He pointed out that the 4th Division

at Debert was now being converted to an armoured division,
and that it was anticipated that it would move overseas in
the late surmer or early autumn of that year. It was
therefors advisable that the 6th Division should be

brought up %o full strength and concentrated at Debert,

when the 4th Armoured Division should vacate that area

(EQS 20-1-5, vol. 2: C.G.S. memorandum to the Minister,

16 Mar 42). This authority was pranted (Ibid: Memorandum
by Col. Chesley, D.S.D. to D.,M. & R., 19 Mar -42)4 and on

2% March the Adjutant-General advised the General Officers
Commanding Atlantic eand Facific Commands and the Distriect
Officers Commanding that the uni’s necessary {tc complete

the 6th Division were to be mobilized and upon the completilon
of cadre training wereto be concentrated and brouzht up to
strength by posting of "R" recruits, "with due regard to thei:
territorial affiliations” (Ibid: A.G. circular letter

dated 23 Mar 42). On 28 Apr 42 General Order 147/1942
authorized the placing on active service of those units
required to complete the 6thCanadien Division. The Order
also authorized the formation of a Headquarters, 6th Canadian
Division.

18. Headquarters, 6th Canedian Division, began
organization at Connaught Ranges, Ottawa, on 16 Jun 42. The
concentration period in Ottawa was spent in obtaining
personnel for headquarters staff, arranging for the supply
of mobilization equipment, office equipment, administrative
and training pemphlets, and in discussing various
mobilization problems with the officers of the Department

of National Defence (7.D. "G", H.Q. 6 Div, June 1942)..
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b 52 1 On 4 Apr 42 General McNaughton, Gensral
Officer Commanding-in-Chief First Canadian Army, had been
requested to nominate officers to commands and senior
staff appointments in the 6th and 7th Canadian Divisions
(HQS 20~5-5-2: Tel G.S. 156 Defensor to Canmiltry,
4 Apr 42). On 16 April he sent a telegram to the Chief
of the General Staff recommending Brigadier A.E. Potts,
E.D. end Brigedier H.N. CGanong tc command the divisions
end Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. Fraser as a Commander Royal
Artillery (Ibid: G.S. 1304 Carmiltry to Defensor,
Stuart from McNaughton, 16 Apr 42). 1In a subsequent
telegram the names of Lieutenant-Colonel L.T. Lowther as
Generel Staff Officer I, Major L.F.P. Payan as Assistant
Ad jutant and Quartermaster Generel, Major J.lL. Black as
General Staff Officer II and lLievtenant-Colonel Z.H. Dean
es Commander Royal Army Service Corps were nut forward
(Ibid A 1075: Canniltry to Defensor, 20 Apr 42). The
telegrem concluded:

Selection Committee gave full ccnsideration

yvour requests and officers nominated are best

we can spare. All are recommended for their

experience and drive and consider all should

meke useful contributicn to organization

6 and 7 Divs.

20. Final appointments to the Divisional Staff
wera as follows: ;

Cond e jor Ceneral A.E. Fotts, E.D.
G.5.0. 1 Lt. Col. L.T. Lowther
Ge8.0. I Mejor ¢.L. Black
AAy & Q.M.G - Lt. Col. L.V.Ps FPayan
C.R.A. ¥ Brigadier R.A. Fraser
C.R.Bs Lt. Col. F.l. Debney
AJD.M. S, Lt. Col. H.M. Cameron
A DO By Lt. Col. G.R. Gale
23 As noted above, tlre 6th Division was to

include three Infantry Brigede Gioups (para 9). The

first of these Brigades, the 13t} Brigade, had been
authorized to mobilize as serly e€s July 1940, under the com~
nand of Colonel O.M. Martin, E.D. It had never been
intended at this time to mobillize the entire Brigade Steff
but only such personnel as were required to administer the
units comprising the Brigade. Trese units included three
Ontario battallons, The Lincoln end Welland Regiment, The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada {Princess
Louise's), and The Dufferin and Fasldimand Rifles of
Canada. Headquarters of the Bricade were set up at
KNiazara Camp, and recruiting for the component battalions
began at once. According t2 the War Diary of the 13th
Infantry Brigade, the streneth of the Brigade on

31 Dec 40 was as follows: '

Brigade Headquarters . 3 officers 1 0.R.

Lincoln and Jelland Regt. 40 Officers 846 O.Rs,

Ar~yll and Sutherland Highlanders 34 Officers 894 O.Rs.

Dufferin and Haldimand Rifles 37 Officers 819 O.Rs,
22. The 13th Infantry Bricade remained at

Niagzars until May, 1941, when the Headquarters and the
three battalions were sent to Naraimo, B.C., as part of
the general policy of strengthening the west coast
defences with infantry units from all parts of Canada

(HQC 53293-5-3: “The Employment cof Infentry in the Pacific
Coast Defences", para. 40). The composition of the
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Brigdde did not remain long unchanged. In August and
September, The Lincoln and 'felland Regiment, The Argyll
and Sutherland Hizhlanders, were sent to Newfoundland end
Jamaice respectively to relieve the Royal Rifles of
Canada and The "/innipeg Grenadiers which subsequently
proceeded to Hong Kong. On 24 Sep 41 Briepadier W.G.
Colquhoun, ¥.C., took over command of the Brigade from
Brigadier 0.1}, Martin who proceeded to Niagara in order
to assume command of the l4th Infantry Brigade.  Sub-
sequently Brigadier D.R. Sargent was appointed 50 cormmand
with effect 3 Jun 42y .

3. According to the Erigade War Disry, the
l14th Infentyy Brigade beman organization on 24 Sep 41

et Chippewa Barracks, Niagara "™alls. The Briegade
included The Nidland Repiment and The Algonquin Regiment.
The South Alberta Regiment of the 1l0th Infantry Bricade
was, for the time being, under the command of Head-
quarters l4th Infantry Brigade. The Brigade was

assigned the task of protecting varitous industrial
installations in the Niggara eree. Brigadier Kartin
assumed command of the troops employed on guard duty

in the Niagere area on 20 Nov 41. Subsequently, on

4 Dsc 41, The South Alberta Regiment proceeded to Debert,
while The Kent Regiment, the 3rd battalion of the Brigade,
arrived in Niagara Falls from Helifax on the same day
(W.D., H.Q. 14 Inf. Bde. 4 Dec 41). Brigadier V. Hodson
became Brigade Commander on 21 May 42 and on 27 Aug 42,
Brigadier J.P. Girvan, D.3.0., M.C., V.D. took over the
Brigade. : :

24, With the arrivel of Brigadier I'.E. Leclerc,
.M., E.D., at Valcartier Camp on 20 Oct 41, the Head-
uarters 15th Infantry Brigade, began its orgenization
1.D., H.Q. 15 Inf. Bde., 20 Oct 41). Les Voltigeurs

de Quebec¢ wes the only regiment cf the Brigade which

had slready been mobilized. ©On 19 Dec 41, le Regiment
de Hull, consisting of 11 officers and 33 other ranks,
arrived at Valcartier (Ibid: 19 Deec 41). The third
unit of the Brigade, The Halifax Rifles, did not Jjoin
the Brirade at Valcartier. The unit remained on coast
defence duties until February 1942 when it was converted
into an armoured unit. The War Diary of the Brieade

for 28 Feb 42 noted that four units previously allotted
to the 15th Infantry Brirade Group were no longer

part of that formation, namely the 50th and 58th Field
Batteries, The Halifax Rifles, and les Voltigeurs de
uebec., ® On 21 lay 42 Brigsdier J.A. Leclaire took
over commané of the 15th Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION MOVES TO PACIFIC COMMAND

2h, Although the originel intention appears

to have been to concentrate the 6th Division in Bastern
Canada and the 7th in Facific Command (see paras. 9 and
16) a change in policy occurred in May or June and
arrangements were made for the Headquarters, 6th Division
to proceed to the racific Coast and the 7th Division to
go the Debert and Sussex. The reason for this change

of plan appears somewhat obscure (HQS 5393-5-3: The
Employ?g?t of Infantry in the Pacific Coast Defences
para. . :

¥ Les Voltigeurs de Quebec proceeded to Camp Borden on
27 Feb 42 to be trained as an armoured unit.
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26. The movement of the Divisional Headquarters
to the Iacific Coast began early in July. On 2 July the
advance party left Ottawa for British Columbia and four
days later arrived in Victoria. On 10 July the main

body of the Divisional Headquarters entrained at Ottawa,
arriving at Victoria on 15 July. In the allotment of
areas of responsibility for subordinate formations in
Facific Command the General Officer Commanding 6th
Division was given the Command of the whole of Vancouver
Island. This disposition placed the 13th and 18th
Brigades then at Nanaimo and Alberni = Tofino within the
6th Division (HQS 5393-5-3: The Employment of Infantry
in the Pacific Coast Defences, para. 66). On 1 Sep 42
Headquarters 6th Canadian Division took over operational
commend of the 13th Infantry Brigade Group, the 18th
Infaentry Brigade Group and the Victoria and Esquimalt
Fortresses ("W.D. "G" H.Q. 6 Div: 1 Sep 42). -

' /STRENGTH AND COMPOSITION 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION LANCH 1943

i On 2 Jan 43, the weekly strength return

of the Division showed a strencth of 582 officers and
10,990 other ranks (W.D., "A" & Q" H.Q. 6 Div January
1943, Appx 5). Of the latter, 4,911 were volunteers and
6,079 Home Defence personnel. The 13th Infantry Brigade
Group showed a strength of 152 officers and 2,815 other
ranks (1,111 volunteers and 1,704 "H.D."). The Group
included at this time 21st Field Regiment, R.C.A.,

22nd Field Company, R.C.ZE., "G" Section Signals, R.C.C.3.,
"J" Section Signals, R.C.C.3., 13th Defence Flatoon,

3rd Field Ambulance R.C.A.M.C., No. 81 Light Aid Detach-
ment, R.C.0.C,, and the Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver
Hegiment), The Brockville Rifles and The Rocky Mountain
Ranger. The 18th Infantry Brigade Group, with a strensth
of 101 officers and 1,941 other ranks (513 volunteers

and 1,428 "H.D."), included 23rd Anti-Aircraft Battery
R.C.A., 33rd Anti-Aircraft Battery, R.C.A., 37th Anti-
Aircraft Section, R.C.A., 25th Field Company, R.C.E.,

No. 3 Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C., 79 Lisht Aid Detach-
ment, R.C.0.C., 18 Defence and Employment Flatoon, No. 10
Aero Defence Flatoon, and two infantry battelions -

2nd Battalion The Canadian Scottish and The Sault Ste.
Marie and Sudbury Regiment. Esquimnlt Fortress, with a
strength of 247 officers and 5,479 other ranks (2,805
volunteers ané 2,674 "H.D."), included 27th Anti-Airecraft
Regiment R.C.A., 5th (B.C.) Coast Regiment R.C.A., 1l Area
Signals R.C.C.S., No. 14 Aero Defence FPlatoon, No. 36
Company, Veterans Guard of Canada, 31st {(Alta) Reconnais-
sance Regiment, and three infantry battalions - 3rd
Battalion The Regina Rifles, lst Battalion The Edmonton
Fusiliers and Le Regiment de Hull. Divisional Headquarters
showed a strength of 82 officers and 755 other ranks

(482 volunteers and 273 "H.D.") (Ibid). The strensth
and composition as of 27 Mar 43 was 16,037, of which
9,536 were"H.D." personnel (W.D., A. & Q. 6 Div March
1943: Appx 5).

28. Despite the usual compleints sbout the
weather and the food, which may be regarded as characteristic
of all armies et all times, the morale of +the 6th Division
during the winter of 1942-43 appnears tc have bheen high, and
little antagonism between the Active Service personnel

and the Home Defence personnel is noted in the morale

reports attached to War Diary of the 6th Canadian Division
for February 1943. - :

TRAINING 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION 1943

29, Training was carried out during the winter,
and various exercises, such as that held by the 6th Division
under the ruspices of the racific Command in January 1943
teught many useful lessons (W.D., "G", 6 Cdn Div,

January 1943: Appx 4). In May 1943 Exercise "Talky" was
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conducted by the 18th Infantry Brigade for the purpose

of practising the move and setting up of a Brigade
Headquarters in the field and practising R/T procedure
between Brigade Headquarters and the Headquarters of
units with a line connection to Divisions. TIxercise
"Chatter" was held by Divisional Headquarters to.
practice the functioning of the Divisional Operations
Room under battle conditions (Ibid: May 1943, Appx ).
230. On 2 Jun 43 Major-General Fotts held

e conference of all formetion and unit cormanders of the
éth Division at whiech he expressed his satisfaction "with
the general improvement of discipline within his cormmand”
but stressed the need for "a much greater improvement in
this direction". (Ibid: June 1943: Appx 1). With
respect to training the General Officer Commanding out=-
lined the arrangements which had been made to carry out
Brigade training during the summer at Wainwright, Alberta.
Brigade Cormanders were therefore directed that the units
under their command should endeavour "to cover up to
collective training by the end of June" with particular

attention to be paid to the training of anti-tank personnel.
~ A school on the 6-pr anti-tank gun was to be held from

21-26 June. Commanding Officers were also directed to
held field exercises with particular attention teing paid
"$o the set~up and organization of battalion headquarters
in the field". Over-night schemes and drills were to

be carried out as often as possible (Ibid).

51 On 26 Jun 43 a Divisional Training
Instruction was issued pointing out that the months of
July and August were to be devoted to intensive c¢ollective
battalion training. The object of the training was to
determine the status of basic and advanced training in

the various units, to familiarize all ranks with tactical
and adninistrative problems, to practise battalions in
co-operation with other arms and to prepare units for
Brigade Group training. Offensive action was to be

. emphasized throushout battalion collective training.,

Route marches, advance to contact using advance guard,
ete., deployment, attack, consolidation based on all-
round defence, monping-up and defeating enemy infiltra-
tion tactics on a battalion level were to be practised.
The instructions recognized that certain fectors would
militate against the divisional training scheme - such,
for instance, as the "oresent low standard of training
in units", the shortage of non-cormissioned officers,
the shortage of equi ment and the dispersal of units

in isolated areas - but emphasized the importance of
initiative and imagination on the part of all officers
and non-commissioned officers (Ibid, Appx 4). '

REORGANIZATION OF 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION, AUTUMN 1943

32, During the month of June the 13th Infantry
Brigade was withdrawn from under command 6th Division for
special training 1in connection with the proposed operation
in conjunction with the Americans against Kiska. This
necessitated heavy drafts of trained personnel and equip-
ment from the other units of the Division, and at a
Divisional conference on 29 Jun 43 General Fotts expressed
his thanks to all Commanding Officers "for their co-
operation in supplying the men for these drafts" and

stated that personnel drawn from the units would be

replaced. The replacements he pointed out, would be
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mainly "Home Defence” personnel and some personnel

re jected from the 13th Brigzade because their training
was not far enough advanced (W.D., "G" H.Q. 6 Div
June 1943, Appx ). ;

5%, In addition to the drafts for the 13th
Brigade there had also been successive withdrawals of
General Service personnel from the operational infantry
units in Pacific Command. During the month of April

a dreft of 600 had left the Command, bringing to more
than 2,000 the totel of withdrawals for service over-
seas. In May instructions were received from the Depart-
ment of Nationel Defence at Ottawa that all remaining
General Service personnel were to be released from
infantry units with the exception of a cadre of 80 key
men per battalion (HQC 5393-5-3: "The Employment of
Infantry in the Pacific Coast Defences, para 112).

34, During the summer of 1943 plans were

made for a very considersble reduction in the strength

of the Home Army. The withdrawal of the enemy from

the North Pacific made it unnecessary for the General

Staff to retalin large numbers of operational troops on

the Pacific Coast, and on 30 Aug 43 the Chief of the

General Staff proposed to the Minister of National

Defence that the 7th and 8th Divisions should be disband-
ed. The recommendations were approved by the War

Committee of the Cabinet on 31 Aug 43. (HQS 20-1-5, vol. 3:
Murchie to the Minister of National Defence 13 Jan 44).

It was considered advisable, however, to retain the 6th Divie
sion on a reduced establishment as a "strategic reserve in
Pacific Cormmand for the following purposes (Ibid):

(a) As a trained force for future offensive
comnitments in the FPacific theatre of
operations. ’

(v) As a potential force of reinforcements for
the Canadian Army Overseas.

(c) To meet any unexpected deterioration in the
situation.

35, The 6th Division was to be reorganized on the
basis of three tactical Brigade Groups based on the
Americen model which had been adopted in the case of the
13th Brigade Group et Kiska. Each Group was to consist

of four instead of three infantry battalions with ancillary
troops.

36. It was proposed that the Headquarters of the
reorganized Division would be located at Prince George

and on 15 October the Headquarters of the Division closed
at Esquimelt, opening at Prince Georsge on the following day.
The General Staff of the 8th Canadian Division was detailed
for temporary duty with the reconstituted 6th, pending

‘approval of a new slate of officers (W.D., "G" H.Q.

6 Cdn Div, 16 Oct 43).

%5 o On 10 Oct 43 Pacific Command Operation
Instruction No. 84 (See HQS 20-1-5, vol. 3: D.M.O. & P.
to D.C.G.S.(A), 13 Oct 43) stated:

The followine Infantry DBrigade Croups
and units will be training for en operational
role - 4.
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| ' 13 Cdn Inf Bde Gp 14 Cdn Irf Bde Gp 15 Cdn Inf Bde Gp
- HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde HQ 14 Cdn Inf Bde HQ 15 Cdn Inf Bde
13 Def Pl 14 Def Fl 15 Def Pl
Cdn Fus oxf Rif RROC A
“Ipg Gren P of W Reng P E I Highrs
R M Rang Fus de Ster Fus de St L
R ds Hull ' kA | P A Vol
“C" Coy St John Fus "A" Coy St John Fus "B" Coy St John Fu
24 74 Regt 25 Fd Reet 20 7d Regt
46 LAA Bty 48 LAA Biy 25 LAA Bty
3 24 7d Coy 26 Fa Coyv 15 Fd Coy
25 ®d Amb 1 Fd Amb ’ 19 Fd Amb
Dets A.3.C., Ord, etoc. Dets A.S.C., Ord, Dets A.S:C., Ord,
ete. etc.
HQ 6 Cdn Div

6 Cdn Div Sigs

31 (Alta) Recce Regt
25 Fd Coy

28 Fa& Amb

The role of the reconstituted HR 6 Cdn Div

will be to co-ordinate the trainine and administra-
_tion of the three Inf Bde Gps and units listed...
above. &

These formations and units will be directly
under command HQ Pacific Command but will deal
direct with HQ & Cdn Div on matters of training-
and local adm.

38. As a result of this Operation Instruction
the Chief of the General Staff wrote to the General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Pacific Commend (Major-General G.R.
Pearkes, V.C.) on 15 Oct 43, as follows:

It would appear tlat the necessarily wide
dispersion of the form:tions and units of 6 Div,
and the somewhat isolaied location of HQ 6 Div at
Prince George, has necessitated placing these
formations and units urder direct command of
HQ Pacific Command, HQ 6 Div being responsible
for matters of training and local administration.

: If this is correct, it follows that the prime
function of HQ 6 Div is that of training and the

H , responsibilities for administration will be com-

paratively light. It is therefore considered that

this HQ will not require its full complement of

Administrative Staff and Services Advisers.

I am to request, therefore, that you review
the requirements of HQ 6 Div in order to determine
end aporopriste establishment for this HR in the
light of its reduced responsibilities (HQS 20-1-5,
vol. 3: C.G.S. to G.0.C.-in-C., Pac Comd,

15 Oct 43).

39. The General Officer Commending=-in-Chief
replied on 22 October that the primary function of Head-
quarters 6th Canadian Division would be training and that
"it will be practicable to restrict the Establishment to
a considerable degree on the ‘Administrative side" (Ibid:
’ G.0.C.-in-C., rac Comd, to Secretary, D.N.D.,22 Oct 43),
~ He stated further:

On the executive side the Service function
will be comparatively light and the role of
Service heads will, in the main, be limited to
supervision of Service training in the Bde. Gps.
and to the constant furnishing of Service in-
formation and technical advics.
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o o {a) To prevent feelinzg of let-down in whole
. Command .

{v) To prevent any provincial oriticism that def-
ences are baing weakened,

{c) To prepere for sither further withdrawals for
overseas in Pecific role. (HQS 20-l-5, vol. 3:
Tel. P.C,0. 7192, Murchie from Letson, 31 lMar 44,

On 1 Apr 44 the Chief of the Gensral Staff replied expressing
agreement in primciple with this proposal (Ibid: G.8, 211,
CoG.8. t0 G.0,C.~in-C, Pac¢c Comd 1 Apr 44).

52, On 3 April Genersl Pearkes forwarded 8 re-
commendation to the Department of National Defence suggesting
the formation of the 20th Infantryy Brigade to consist of

The Prince of Wales Rangers from the 14th Infsntry Brigade,
Les Fusiliers du St., Laurent from the 15th Ianfantry Brigade,
and The Kent Regiment from its present role of Coast Defence,
(Ipid: G.0.C.~in-C. Pac Comd to Secretary D.N.D., 3 Apr 44).
No irmediate action was taken %o implement these recommendations
owing to the fact that the whole question of reinforcing the
Canadian Army Overseas was at that time under active con-
sideration. On 16 Apr 44 the Chief of the General Staff

inf ormed General Pearkes that, for the presenbt, "it will be
necessary to postpone declsion on the question of reorganizing
enother Inf Bde in 6 Div® {Ibid: C.G.S. to G.0.C.-in-C., Pac
Cord,16 Apr 44). On 20 Jul 44 the question of organizing an
Infantry Brigade to replece the 13th Infantry Brigade was
egein teken up and the General Officer Commending-in-Chief,
Pacific Comnand wes requested to resubmit his recommendations
for the composition of an Infantry Erigede to replace the
13th Infantry Brigade, setting cout in detell the reasons why
such action was desirable and recommending the infantry
battalion? to te included (Ibild:memorandum by D.C.G.S.{A),

20 Jdul 44),

53. These recommendations were forthcoming on 20
July., In & memorandum of that date the General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Pacific Command, recommended that the
new Brigeade be made up of The Royel Rifles of Canada, The
Prince of Wales Rangers and The Midland Regiment. Officers
to complete the Brigade Staff could be found from Divisiocnal
regources s the reduction in the size of the Brigade from
four battalions to three would permit the reversion of
Brigade Heedquerters to standerdé organization (Ibid:
Pearkes t? the Secretary, Department of National Defence,
20 Jul 44).

54, On 9 Aug 44 the Chief of the CGeneral Staff
informed the Military Members that the 6th Division would

be reorganized to comprise three Infentry Brigades, each of

three infantry battalions, effective 20 Aug 44:. The place

of the 13th Infantry Brigade was to be taken by a re-
constituted 1é6th Infantry Brigade, made up of The Royel Rifles

of Canada, transferred from the 15th Infantry Brigade, The

Prince of Wales Rangers from the l4th Infantry Brigade, end The
idland Regiment from Coast Defence duty in the Pacific Command
(IIQ,S 20"1"‘5, VOlo 3: C.G.S. tO AOG., Q.M.GO’ MO’G'OO’ 9 Ans 44;
ses also A,G3, %o G.0.C.-in-C., Pac Comd, 11 Aug 44). Hence,

on 1 Sep 44, General Order 405/1.944 authorized the formation

of Feadquarters, 16th Infantry Brigede and No. 16 Ground

Defence Platoon C.I.C. The undermentioned units, formerly
allocated to the 13th Infantry Brigede, were allocated to

the 16th Infantry Brigade Group in the 6th Division:




46th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, RCA

Light Anti-Aircraft Troops, 20 .M. (Mobile) (RCA)
24th Field Regiment, RCA

24th Field Company, RCE

25th Field Ambulance, RCAMC

Ko. 13 Beach Defence, RCOC

96th Light Aid Detachment {A) RCEME

103rd Light Aid Detachment (A) RCEME

1172th Light Aid Detachment (A) RCEME

No. 19 Fleld Cash Office RCAPC (Ibia: CGS to AG,
QIG, MGO, 19 Sep 44).

THE DISBANDMENT OF THE 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION

554 The reconstituted 6th Division did not,
however, remain long in existence. On 8 Nov 44 the Gereral
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Pacific Command, wes informed
that the Department of Netional Pefence was examining the
possibility of disbanding the 6th Canedien Division, re-
taining the three Brigade Groups, plus the Reconnaissance,
and the Machine Gun battalions and essential ssrvices
directly under Pacific Command (HQS 20-1-5, vnl. 4: Tel.
G.3. 673, Defensor to G.0.C.-in-C. Fac Comd, & Nov 44).

A week later, on 16 Nov 44, the Chief of the Ceneral Staff
put the following proposals before the Minister of MNational
Defence.

1. "War Committee of the Cabinet, 31 fug 43,
approved...the retention of the 4Gtk Pivision:-

(a) As a trained Force for future offensive
comnitments in the Facific Theatre of
Operations. '

(b) As a potential force of reinforcements for
the Canadian Army Overseas.

(c) To meet any unexpected deterioration in ths
situation.

2. In the light of the urgent nzed to free fit men
for overseas, I have reviewed the orgenizstion and

role of the 6th Division. I feel that the necessity
of exercising .every possible economy in operationsl
troops in Cenada must take prioriiy over an indefin-

ite future possibility of employing this formation
in the Far East and, in consequence, I propose o
reorganization of the 6th Division as follows:-

(a) To retain one Infantry Bricade Group ard
two Infantry Brigades.

{b} To retain the 31 (:lta) Recce Pz2bt. The
Saint John Fusiliers (MG) wsad their LADs,

. {e) To ensure that persornel retained in Lha
remaining units are rit for field empluay-

ment in their respsctive Arms and Ssrviecas.

{(d) To disband remaining units of the 6th Divi-

sion and to make the pergonnel of thess units
avail lable to the Adjutant-General for renmust-

ering in accordanca ith present poliey.
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3. The Infentry Brigade Group and the two Infantry
Brigedes which I propose to retain will be availeble:-

{a) As e potential source of reinforcements for
the Canadian Army Overseas.

(b} To meet any unexpected deterioration in the
gituation.

4, If the foregoing is approved, there will be
retained from the 6th Division the following:-

(a) One_Inf Bde Gp (b) Two Inf Bdes {each)

HQ Inf Bde , HQ Inf Bde

Def F1 Def PL

Inf Bde Sig Seo : Inf Bde Sig Sec

3 Inf Bns 3 Inf Bns

Fd Regt & Sig Sec LAD (A)

LAA Bty

Fd Coy (e) 31 {(Alta) Recce Re
Fa Amb Saint John Fus (MG
LAD(A) _ LAD(A)

LAD(B) LAD(B)

Pro Sec

The -units t0 bPe disbanded will be as listed in
Apperdix "A®,

5. I will consult with General Officer Commending-in-~
Chief, Pacifioc Command, to secure his recommendations:
nominating the Infantry Brigade to be organized as a
Brigede Group; nominating the units to be retalnsd, and,
as to the necessity for retention or, alternatively,

the dishandment of the following units presently serving
6th Division:=

28 Coy RCASC

45 Coy CDC

6, 8 and 19 Fa Cash Offices
10 Provost Coy (less one Sec)

Following consultation with General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Pacific Command, I propose, if you approvs,
then to designate the units to be retained and thoss

to be disbanded, and to appropriately notify the
Adjutent-General so that necessary executive action.
may proceed without delay, with formal Privy Council
approval of the disbandment involved to follow later.

6. It is considered that the ultimate date of dis-
bandment of units concerned should be determined by
the Adjutent-General, having in mind the time involved
in withdrawing, remustering and re~posting persomel
of these units.

7. It will be necessary to ensure that the units end
detachments engeged in the cold weather exercises
"Eskimo®™ and "Polar Bear®™ are not disturbed by re-
mnustering or disbandment during the continuation of
these exercises. Where possible, these units and
detachments will be retained as portions of the con-
tinuing units.

8. All personnel from Amms and Services other than
Infentry, and who are fit for operational employment

as Infantry will be remustered to and trained as Inf-
antry. Units of the remaining Arms and Serviges will
contain only personnel who are suitable for operational
employment in those Armms and Services, and the remaining
perscnnel made available by this reorganization will be
pested toother units and Home War Establishments as re-
quired to replace fit soldliers or to bring them up %o
atrength.

/
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9. I recommend the foregoing plan for your approval,
and propose that it be put into effect forthwith.
(Ibid: ©.G.S. to Minister, National Defence, 16 Nov 44).

56. These recommendations were concurred in by the
Minister of National Defence and were forwarded to the War
Cormittee of the Cabinet for their approval in November

1944 (Ibid: McNaughton to War Committee, 17 Nov 44].

Their concurrence was given 21 Nov 44 (Ibid: Minute II

by Ceneral McNaughton, 21 Nov 44).

57. ' Having ohtained approval in principle for the
disbandment of the 6th Division the Chief of the General Staff
prepared a list of the units to be retained and those to be
disbanded. Among the former were: The 31st (Alberta)
Reconnaissance Regiment, Headquarters Section 3 Company and
MQE JK L &R Sections, Royal Canadian Signals, The Saint
John Fusiliers (Machine Gun), 79th Light Aid Detachment (A)
R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters, 1l4th Infantry Brigade Group, No. 14
Ground Defence Platoon, 26th Field Company, The Oxford
Rifles, The Winnipsge Light Infantry, Ies Fusiliers de
Sherbrooke, 78th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E., 112th
Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters, 15th
Infantry Briegade Group, No. 15 Ground Defence Platoon,

Prince Albert Volunteers, Prince Edward Island Highlanders,
Fusiliers du St. Laurent, 102nd Light Aid Detachment (A) :
R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters 16th Infantry Brigade Group, MNo. 16
Ground Defence FPlatoon, Royal Rifles of Canada, The Prince

of Wales Rangers, The Midland Regiment, 193rd Light Aid
Detachment, (A) R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters, 24th Field

Regiment including 49th Field Battery, 84th Field Battery,
85th Field Battery, 46th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery. The units
to be disbanded included Headquarters, 6th Canadian Division,
6th Field Security Section, 6th Dsfence Employment Platoon,
Headquarters, Royal Canadian Artillery 6th Division, 22nd
Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery (Mobile), Headquarters, Royal
Canadian Engineers, 6th Division, 25th Field Company, 6th
Divisional Signals (less Headquarters Section 3 Company and
MQEJKYL &R Sections), Headquarters, Royal Canadian .,
Army Service Corps 6th Division, 29th Company, R.C.A.S.C., . .
l4th Field Dressing Station, R.C.A.M.C., 15th Field Dressing
Station, R.C.A.M.C., 1lst Field Hygiene Section, 80th Light ¢
Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters 25th Field
Regiment including 114th Field Battery, 115th Field Battery,
116th Field Battery, 48th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, lst
Field Ambulance R.C.A.M.C., Headquarters, 20th Field Regiment,
including 24th Field Battery, 72nd Field Battery, 75th Field
Battery, 25th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, 15th Field Company,
19th Field Ambulance, 106th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E.,
24th Field Company, 13th Beach Detachment, 13th Infantry
Brigade Workshop, 113th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E.
The detachments from the units to be disbanded which were

at that time engaged in Exercises "Eskimo" and "Polar Bear"
were to be permitted to continue such employment until the
conclusion of the Exercises (Ibid: C.G.S. to A.G., Q.M.G.,
and M.G.0., 24 Nov 44), :

58. With respect to the personnel of the dis-
banded units, all, who by age and Fulhems Profile, were v
suitable for infantry, were to be remustered to and trained
as such. The continuing units other than infantry werse

to be brought up to strength with personnel who were suitable
for employment overseas in Arms and Services other than
infantry. The infantry battalions were to be brought up

to strength with trained soldiers suitable for overseas as
they became available., The remaining personnel who by
reason of age and medical category were not suitable for
operational employment were to replace fit soldiers withdrawn
from other units in Home War Establishments and to be posted
to Home War Establishments below strength (Ibid).



59. On 2 Dec 44 the following entry appeared
in the "G" War Diary of Headquarters 6th Canadian Division:

As H.Q. 6 Cdn Div has been relieved of all
executive control on training, and units now come
directly under Pac Comd, the General Staff Branch
of this H.Q. ceases to runotion as from today.
(W.D., "G" HQ 6 Cdn Div, 2 Dec 44).

60, This report was drafted by Lieutenant-Colonel
G.F.G. Stanley, Historical Section, Department of National
Defence.

(GaF G. Stanley) Ilt-c°1o',
for Colonel,
Director of Historical Section (G.S.),
Department of National Defence.

25 Sep 46,
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