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INTRODUCTIOR
s e This report deals with the crganizatioun

of the 7th Canadian Division. It conp}nues the brief study .
of the Home Defence Divisions which was begun in Report No. 7.
This report is not in any way intended to be an exhaustive
account of the role and activities of the 7th Division;

it is intended only as a preliminary outline of a sub
which will require more detailed treatment.

Seet

INITIAL DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE MOBILIZATION OF THE 77H DIVISION

2. Y The first discussions regarding the pocscsible
mobilization of a seventh division for the Canadian Army

appear to have taken place in October 1940. The Divi

sion

waes to be raised only "when and if it is decided %o send
"Flanninge,.
It was
~considered llkely that if this division were actually required
it would act ir a Home Defence rcle throushout the war, and
that the cadre would congsist mainly of personnel called up

4th Canadian Division overseas' (HQS 20-2-6 vol. 1:
Canadian Army Frorramme, lroject No. 15" 14 Oct 40).

under the National Resources Mobilization Aect (Ibid:

Memo

by A/D.C.G.3., 23 Oct 40). A GCeneral Staff memorandum of
13 Nov 40 outlineéd "present views" as to the probable employ-
ment of an additional division (Ibid: General Staff Memorandunm,

13 Nov 40).

i Ir. the event that 4th Divisilon proceeds overseas,
present plans call for the employment of a 6th Division
to undertake the tasks hithertoc assumed by 5th Division,® -
the latter formation being then required in the

Maritimes.

2 Apart from finding one infantry brigade for the
Pacific Coast no -Goncentration of 6th Division will
be required for operational purposes so long as
5th Division remeins in Canada (and the employment

of a2 5th Division overseess is not visualized).

Its

role will therefore be a treining one and the units

may be concentrated by arms in suitable cemps

- 1 This role is of course subject to medification
in accordance with any change that may occur in the

Forms and Scales of Attack visualized as possible
on the Pacific Coast or because it may be necassery to
accept some increased commitment under plans made
by the Joint Defence Board for the general defence

of North America:

¥ In this extract, for 5th Division and 6th Division
is necessary to read 6th Division and 7th Division

s AL

respectively. This chanze in numeration was rendered
necessary by the re-designation of the 1lst Canadian

Armoured Division. as the 5th Canadian (Armoured)
Division by General Order 135, dated 10 Jul 41, wi

th

effect from 5 Jun 41. The division then being plenned
&3 the 5th Infantry Division was, therefore., remumbered the

6th Canadian Division; end what had been under discussion !
as the t6th Division became known as the 7th Canadian Diviaion.
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3. On 10 Mevy 41 e table was submitted by MaJ
{later Brisadier} L.kL. Chesley to the Director of Staff
"uties, showine tentetive proposals for the composition
of the 4th Division. The sugrested infantry battalions
were: (HGS 20-1-5, vol. 1: Cheslevy to D.3.D., 10 May 41).

16th Infantry Brieade
e Hocky liountain Rancers
The rrince Albert and Battleford Volunteers

The Winnipeg Lisht Infantry

th Infantr Brie de
e Lincoln and "lelland Regiment.
The Jault 3te. lerie and Sudbury Reriment
Roziment e Bull

;Bth ntry Briga
zenTs e “uobe» ~

The &rinoe Bdward Island Hipghlanders
The New Brunswick Rangers

Machins-Cun Sattalion
Le Re ine.t de Chotesuguey (Lit.)

It might be notad that this table inciuded a “esgstern, &
Central and an Zastern EBriemde, thus ascurine a good
"peographical distribution”, and that the province of
Quebec was wel' represented (Ibid)

4. The seleoction of other Arms snd Services

was deferred untll tre requiremsnts of the 4th Division

an® Corps Trocrs hod been met. It was pointed aut, havever,
that sufficient numbers of non-mobilized hatteries of

artilliery were availasble "to vrovide nuclei arsund whieh Active
Units" could be formed; snd that Encineer, 3irnal, Reconneis-
sance, Amy Service Corps, ledicel and Ordnance unitq would

be rrovidef by enlistrment or were already mobilized {Ibid).

BOBILICATION OF THREE HRIGADE GROUFS OF 77TH DIVI3ICH

5. £1lthough plans were thus obvicusly in hend
for the formation of the 7th Division durine 1941,11tt19
appears to have been done until the early months of 1947,

On 27 Feb 42 a meeting of Directors at the Department of
National Defence wes held to discuss the “Army Iroeramrme

for the Direct Defence of Canada" (HQ3 20-1-6 vol. 1:
"Minutes of a lseting of Directors N.D.H.Q." 27 Peb 42).

At this time it was considered necessary to complete the
Order of Battle of the Gth Division to replace 4th Divisicnm
at Debert and Sussex when the lattz2moved overseas; and
to mobllize three Brigade Groups of the 7th DPivislon for

the purpose of relieving the bth Divislon in rzyili. ‘
Command. Since hutted ascormodetion for the units recuired
for the 6th end 7th Divisions 41d not exist l(exvept for the
upits of éth Division already mobllized), these units would _
have to be accommodated under canvas un*iﬁ the move oversess
of 4th Division took plaece. Cadres had to be raised and
trained, and it was estirated their trainine would require
two montha, with arn additional month for the preliminscy
organ ization of units. '7ith these factors in mind, the follow-
ine time table wes suesested (Ibid):

Date of mobilization ~ 9 Mar 42
Cadre trainine to cormence - & Apr 42
Concentretion ; - 1 Jun 42
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6. The total strenzth required for the three
Brigade Groups of the 7th Division was estimnted to be

558 officers and 11,901 other ranka. Of these, 45¢ officers
and 9,502 other ranks h2d yet to be raised; the balance of
102 officers and 2,319 other renks wes already provided by
three Infantry (Riflo) Battalions the formation of which
had already been authorized. The requirements of personnel
were to be filled by enlistment, by selection from rein- :
forcements, and by the postine of “R" recruits with due
regard to theiv territorial affiliations (1bid). The cost
of organizing the three Infantry Brigade Groups (less the
three infantry battallions) was estimated at $863,140 for
one-half month, (Ibjd: S5.D. 3 to 3.D., 1, 5 Mar 42).

y - On 16 Mar 42 the Chief of the General Staff,
lieutenant-General K. Stuart, submitted a memorandum to the
Minister of National Defence aasking authority to mobilize
three Brigade Groups of the 7th Division. The composition
of these Brigsde Groups was to be such as to enable them to
"function operetional ? as compiete Tormetion® (i&%%: C.G.8.
to Kinister, 16 Mar 42)., The proposed Order of Dattle of
each Brigade CGroup was as follows (Jbid: Appendix "A"),

16TH BRIGADE OROUP

H.Q. 16th Inf, Bde.
H.Q. 22nd F4. Regt., RCA

3rd P4, Bty,, ROA

6th Fd. Bty., RCA

80th P4, Bty., RCA
23rd Fa. Coy,, RCE
“E¥ Sec, Wo. 2 Coy., 7 Div Sigs.
*J" Sec, No. 3 Coy., 7 Div Siga.
The Fictou Highlanders
The Yor" Beungsict Nangers
o Repiment de Joliette
16th Bde. Op. Coy. (No. 21 Coy), RCASC
No. 19 Field Ambulence, RCAND
No. 101 LAD (Type A), RCOC
No. 104 LAD (Type B), RCOC

17TH BRIGADE GROUF

H.Qe 17th Inf, Bde.
H.Q. 23rd Pda. Regt., RCA
3ist F&, Bty., RCA
36th P4, Bty,, RCA
. 83ra P4, Bty., RCA
24th P4, Coy., RCE
“F“ Sef;'-, NO. 2 coyo’ 7 Div Siﬁs-
K" Sec, No. 3 Coy., 7 Div Sies.
The Victoria Riflea of Cenada
The Dufferin and Haldimand Rifles
The Canadian Fusiliers
17 Bde. Gp. Coy (No. 22 Coy.) RCASC
No., 21 Field Ambulance, RCAMC
No. 102 LAD (Type A}, RCOC
No. 105 IAD {(Type B}, RCOC

16TH BRIGADE GROUP

-

H.Qs 16th Inf., Bde.
H.Q. 24th F4, Regt., RCA

84th Fa, Bty., RCA

85th P4, Bty., RCA
25th Pd. Coy., RCE
"G" See,, No, 2 Coy., 7 Div 8ips,
“1" 3ec,, No. 3 Coy., 7 Piv Sign.
The Recky locuntein Rangers
¢nd Bn. Canasdian 3cottish Regt. .
The King's Own Rifles of Canada’
18 Bde. Gp. Coy., (No. 23 Coy) RCAS

No. 102 1AD (Type &), RCoC
NHo. 106 LAD (Type B), RGoC
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8. #With regard to the personnel required to fill
the establiahments of these units, the Chief of the Genersal
Staff stated (Jpid: C.G.8. to the Minister of National
Defence, Ao‘Mag 42) =

The Adjutant-Gensral's Branoh ... have informed
me that there will be available early in June, sufficient
personnel with which to cormence the concentrstion
of the units concerned; with strengths beine completed
progressively as additional classes of "R" recruits
are cradusted from Trainine Centres.

1 anticipate sorme @ifficultr in securines adequsate
cadres of Officers and N.C.0s. who will form the
nucleus of the units concerned, and I propose therefore
thet these cedres be aurmented and comnleted where
necessary be drawing upon personnel from overseas,
from other mobilized units in Canada, frorm eserve
Unitg and H.W.Es., and where possible frorm reinforce-
ment personnel.

As the trainine of cadres will tale approximately
two months in the Schools of Instruction at annropriate
Advanced Trainine Centres, I propose that the formation
of these cadres proceed irmedintely so that concentration
of the new units mav commence early in June when it
will be possible to use canvas accormodation.

*n cases where the organization includes the
mobllization of Reserve Units, 1 propose that these
Reserve Unita be given the oprortunity of enlisting
active personnel for a period of one month from the
date of mobilization.

B The formetion of the three brirade Oroups of
the 7th Divisien was anproved by the Jar Committee of the
Cabinet on 18 Nar (Ibid: FKinute 2 by Finister of
National Defenae) and the Chief of the Genersl Staff
instructed the various Branchea and Directorates to proceed
with the necessary action. 8Six infantry units which were
already mobilized and on Coast Nefence duties were to

be indluded in the Order of Battle of the 7th Division Brirade
Groups: six new Infantry (Rifle) Battalions were authorized
to be mobilized in renlecement (I 1 C.C.58 to AB., N0,
1i.G.0., 21 Mar 42). The District rlcera Corrandine were
requested to subnit their recormendations aa to the selection
of units, and on 23 ler 42 an Adjutant-General's circular
letter informed the District Officers Cormandin~ consarnred
that authority haed been rranted for the mobilization of (I Ibid:
A.G. ecircular latter, 23 Mar 42):

le Regiment de liontmasny : ¥.D. 5
le Repirment de RJuebec MDe $
les Fusiliers de Sherbrooke K.Do 4
2nd Bn. The Black Watch (R.H.R.) of Cansda .D. 4
The Cxford Rifles l.D, 1
The Brockvllle Rifles Do ¥
The "innipeg Light Infantry ¥.D. 10
10. On 24 Mer 42 authority was issued for the

mobilization of units comprising the three lirirade Groups of the
7th Division, and the District Officers Cormanding beran the
task of organizing these units. rrivy Council apnroval of the
project was given on 21 Apr 42, and General order 147/1942

was published, 2alling out the units of 7th Cansdian Division
with effect from 18 Mar 42. The General Officer Commending-
in-Chief, racific Command, and the District Officer Commandine,
Military District 11 were informed that the formetion of

the 16th, 17th and 18th Infantry liricades Headquerters was
"most urgent" (ﬂzS 20-~4-6, vol. 1: A.G, c¢circular letters

17 May 42 and 2% May 42). :
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COMPIETION OF ORDBER OF BATTLE OF 7TH DIVISION

11. The Chief of the Ceneral Steff had submitted
& memorenfum to the lMinister of Nationsl Defence on 24 Mar 42
for the purpnose of securing "authority for the mobilization of
three Brigade Groups of the 8th Canadiar Division and the
completion of the Order of Battle of the 7th Division"

(403 20-1-6, vol 1, C.G.3. to Minister 24 Mar 42). The reason
sdvanced for the increase in the number of Home Defence

units wes "the possibility of a destructive raid on the est
Coast of North Americe by a force of not more than two Brisade
Groups" (Ibid). - The Chief of the General Staff pointed out
that if the b6th Division was to be concentrated in the
Maritimes and the three Brigade Groups of the 7th Division

on the West Coast, "under such a disposition" there would

be "no other active {ormetions with which to back them up".

In order to provide aderqu-te protection, it was proposed,

to complete the 7th Division and to mobilize the 19th, 20th
end 21st Brigsade Srouns of the 8th Division. Two of these

new Briecade Groups would be loca'ed in Facific Command

and one in Atlantiec Command. It wes not conzidered that
there would be "sufficient men available from Training Centres
to complete additional formations until about the 1lst of
August", end therefore the Chief of the General Staff
estinated that the concentration of the 7th Dvision would .
take place by 1 Aug 42, snd of the 8th Division by 1 Nov 42
(;p;g§. These suggestions were approved by the Minister on

26 Mar, but "dispositious" were "to have further consideration™
(Ibid: Minute by Col. Ralston).

12, A Director of lobilization and Requirements .
memorandum of 4 kay 42 gave an outline of the programme to be
followed with regard to the Home Defence Divisions, stating
that it was "anticipated that in early June" the three Brigade
Croups of the 7th Division would be "expanded to 7th Division
complate" and would be located at Frince Rupert, Nanaimo and
North Vancouver Island Areas respectively. It was also
expscted that early in June three Brigade Groups of the 8th
Division would be formecd, one to be located at Vernon, one at
Prince Rupert, and the third 2t Valcartier. (Ibid: M.R. 1 to
D.li. & R. 4 May 42).

135. A memorandum to the Minister of Netional Defence-
written by the Chief of the General Staff on 9 Mav 42 stated
that the District Officers Commanding had been consulted.
concerninms the selection of units required to complete the
Crder of Battle of the 7th Diwision and three Brieade Groups
cof the Oth Division. A proposed Order of Battle for the

7th Division had been drawn up, and a list of units to be
robilized "consaquent upon the decision to form three Brigade
Groups of the 8th Division" was prepared. From this list,

and "from units previously authorized to mobilize for coast -
defence and garrison duties", the actual Orders of Battle for
the 8th Division Brircade Groups would be determined later.
The following “major units", of which three were French-
speaking, were to be mobilized (Ibid: C.G.S3. to Minister -

9 May 42):

] M.D.
20th Reconnaissance Battalion sy "/indsor
(Essex Regiment)
2nd@ Battalion Queen's Own Rifles 2 Toronto
2/10 Dragoons . 2 Hamilton
Princess of "ales! Own Regiment (MG) 3 Kingston
2nd Battalion Fusiliers Mont-Royal 4 Montreal
2nd Battalion Le Regiment de 4 llontreal
lMei sonneuve
Le Regiment de Levis 5 Levis
2nd Battalion Royel Winnipeg Rifles 10 innipeg
2nd Battalion Irish Fusiliers b % Vancouver
2nd Battalion Regina Rifles 12 Regina.

2nd Battalion Bdmonton Fusiliers 13 . Edmontor
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It was recommended that no new infantry battallogs‘bg taken
from Lilitary Districts & end 7, because these Districts were
being called upon to fﬁrnishﬁg‘gonsiderable nunber of new
anti-aireraft units, One light anti-aireraft battery from
Military District 6 end ohe field battery R.C.A. from
Lilitary District 7 were, however, to be mobilized. The
Chief of the General Staft,prpposed to advance the date of (
concentration from 1 Aug 42, the date previously surgested (see
para 11), “es accompodation and sufficient trained cadre
personnel can be made available". Personnel for the.cadres
of these units were to be drawn from the following sources
(Ibid): ,

(a) From the Reserve Units being mobilized.
(b) From Reserve Army resources within -each District.

(¢) By withArswing suitable personnel from Active
Units already mobilized in Capnesda. This personnel;
where possible, to be withdrawn from Active
Units of the same territorial Infantry Resiment
or from the same Corps of other Arms and Services.

(d) From the Canadien Army overseas.

The immediate action whieh the Chief of the General Staff
suzeested consigted of mobilizing at once, pending forwmal
Frivy Council approval, the units required to complete the
7th Division as well as those units which would later

form the Order of Battle of the 8th Division Briesade Groups.

14, - On 13 May the Chief of the General 3taff
informed the Adjutant-General that the llinister had anproved
the above recomrmendations snd added (Ibid: C.G.3. to A.G.,
13 May 42):

It was originally intended that cadres for these
units would be formed and placed in trainine about
l Jun 42, and thet tre units would begin to coneentrete
about 1 Aug 42.

In view of the urgent necessity of providing
operational units in Canade, prior to, or assoon as
possible after, the departure of 4th (Armoured)
Division, it has been decided that the date on
which concentration is to commence will be advanced
to about 1 Jul 42, at least in the case of Infentry
end Recce. Battalions, and if possible for the other
Arms and Services as well.

The units that will be concentrated on 1 Jul
will depend unon the availability of eccommodation,
which is now being surveyed... '

In the meentime, however, it will be apparent thet
the early procurement of trained cadres for these units
is of urgent importance, and to ensure that the
units have everyv advantace in the initial stares
of their organization it is sugrested that the
approintment of Cormandine Officers (or alternstivelw
Seconds in Cormand in cases where the Cormmandine
Officer comes from abrozd) ought to be the first
consideration. ;

It will further be noted that 211 units have teen
allotted to Districts. This has been felt to be
desirable and necessarv even in the case of units
which have no official reserve counterpart. But I do
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not think we should place,the whole responsibility
for the formetion of cadres upon the respective
Distriet Officers Commending. Beerine in mind the
heavy commitments whigh Districts have had to meet,
and the slimness of the resources of Reserve Units,
it will be appreclated thet assistance will have .
to be given both from units overseas and from
operational end H,W.E, Unite already formed in
Canada. I suggest that the latter will be our most
prolific source of trajined personnel.

15, : An Adjutant General's c¢ircular letter

of 18 May 42 summarized the plan of mobilization of those units
which were to complete the 7th Division as follows (Ibid: A.G.
circular letter, 18 May 42):

(a) Appointment of Commending Officers or Seconds-in-
Command.

(b) Selection of cadres.:
(¢) Preliminary training period prior to concentratio
(d) Seleection of place of concentration. '

(e) Concentration of cadres and enlisted Active
personnel.

(f) Completion of Unit by posting of personnel called
up under N,R.M.A. '

The cost of the units required to complete 7th Division, for
ten end a half months of 1942-43, was estimated at $7,977,539,
of which "31,726,577 is non-recurring" (HQS 20-4-6 vol 2:
Minute of & Meeting of the Treasury Board, 22 Jul 42).

16. There appears to have been some difficulty

in obtaining the required nurber of cadre and other personnel

for all units except the battalions of infantry which were
already mobilized, There was apparently little hope of obtaining
overseas personnel for these appointments. On 23 Mey 42 Generel
MoNeughton had informed National Defence Headquarters by cable
that the situation in England with regard to cadre personnel

was not such as to allow assistance to be given for several
months. In reply to a request from the Department of Netional
Defence on 16 May 42 for "some 75 officers and 160 other ranks
for 7 @and 8§ Divisions", General McNaughton pointed out that
"during the past 4 months nearly 700 officers and over 3,000
other ranks" had been returned to Canada for instructional and
organizational purposes, and that there had been other demands
for personnel in England. He added (HQ3 20-4-6 vol 1: Tel. G.S.
1756 Canmilitry to Defensor (for A.G. from McNaughton) 23 May 42):

The resulting situation is that units formations
and staffs have been seriously depleted and time is
now required for the development of replacements,
Moreover organization First Army HQ and 2 Corps
involves further drain on units and Corps and will
undoubtedly limit the rate of completion of those
formations. Also we have sssumed heavy additional
responsibility in reinforcement units by acceptance
of partislly trained personnel as reinforcements
which will create a further demand on units for
instructors. .

In consequence of the foregoine I do not
fleel that your request can properly be met at this
time and I sugeest that it be deferred until about
1l Aug 1942, by which time I hope to be in a position
to help situation in Canada without undue compromise
of efficiency here.
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18, Cn & Jun 42 the Deputy Chief of the General
Staff (A}, Brigedier 4,B. Gibson, requssted informetian eongern~
ing the erranrerents for concentration and comnletion te
streneth of the units of tha 7th Divislan. He noted that
instructions issued on 24 Mar 42 (see pars 10) provided faor the
“"osomnle tion of cadre trainine earl» in June and for the
concentration of units at that time and their beins hrousht

up to T.B. by postine of members of W.D.", ard added {(HQS
20~1-6 wvol 1: D.C.0,53,{A) to D.8.D., 2 Jun 42]:

The comnletionof these units iz a ratter of
urgeney in crfer that they mar be trained and
avallalle for onarational enmpleyrment upnn the
departure of the 4th Division,

Director of Mobllization an? Requirements renlied to this ;
request on 4 Jun 42, reporting that while ther were not sompiste,
all units exscept Sirnal unita hed besn nllotted some ondre
parsonnel, but that no non~-cornissioned offlcers had bean
ioented for the cadreg of the 3rd and 6th Fleld batterisa.

‘With regard to plans for the completior to atrearth and ,
concentration of 7th Division units, Dirsctor of Lobitizatian
eud Requirements reported further on 9 Jun 42 that "arrveanrements
are beins made to complete the er sstablishrents of thene

units b¥ rostine of "R" recruits ns they beoome available”, and
that the units would conecentrate durine the latter half of

June { ¢ AG, eircular lestter, & Jun 42, Appz. A, and
Duice & H. ninute 4o D.5.0., 9 Jun 42}, ,
19 An Adjutant-Generalta ciroulsr letter of =~

€ Jun 42 to the Distriet Officers Commanding zave inatrustions
for the concantration under canves of unita of the three Brigade
Groups of the 7th Division between 17 Jun and 30 Jun (JIhid: 4.6,

eircular letter, § Jun 42), The principel roints of coneentration

were Petawawa, Shilo, and Camp Bordan, while No. 19 Field ;

Ambulanece snd No, 21 Field Ambulsance concentrated at Valearsier

and Aldershot respectively, and No. 25 Field Commpany, R.LC.E.,

8t Chilliwack. The units.were not, however, ur to strensth.

A memorendur from Director of Steff Duties to Director of

Mobllization and Requirements noted that a nurber of the men

Allotted to these units were still in trainine, and the War

- wstabiishments stil]l remelned to be comnleted by the poatine of
Hetirnal Resources Nebilizsetion Act nersonnel after soncentrstion

kad terken place. It was pointed out thet: R

Prom tke General Staff standroint it ja = sat-
ter of considereble urpenoy that the units gam- :
wened dbe. completed gquickly. Tic bhasie plan, |

‘ws approved, eailed for these units to be soncentrated
or the lst of June; i.e. they vere to be completed

tc Latablishment on that date; and it is essentisl
that this plan be adherad to as much a3 poasibie.
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In accordsnce with the plan cpovered by
ur memorendum, weé will already be from 17 fo
%_”days late, and will consequently be missine
the advantage of surmmer camnine weather (Ibid:
D,S:D: to Dili. & R, 10 -Jun 42),

The memorandum also recormmended that "R" recruits be posted
to complete the units at a date no leoter than that nlannrad for
the concentration of each unit.

20. On the same dayv. that the concentration

of the units of the 7th Division was autherized, i.e. € Jun 42,
the Adjutant=General wrote to the Chief of the Genersl Staffl
referring to General MNcNaurchton's cable of 23 Kay 42 (see para 1lbt)
and stating, with regard to the situation in Training Centres,
that:

It has become evident that mobilizing Units
are finding it extremely difficult to obtain a
working cadre of qualified officers and invariably
are dependent upon officers of such Units being
withdrawn from Instructional Staffs of Training
Centres. This in turn asgeravates the difficult
situation in completine Treining Centre establish-
ments. (H33 20-4-6 vol 1: A.G. to €C.G.3. 3 Jun 42).

He sugrested that the Army Commender might be asked to furnish
further infarmation early in August, and proposed to advise
the NDistrict Officers Commanding that "every endeasvour will
require to be made to provide Slates of Officers for Units

7th and 8th Divisions". (Ibid).

21. On 11 Jun 42, at a reetine held at

National Defence Headquarters to discuss the completion of the
units of 6th and 7th Divisions, it was proposed to eive hish
priority to Field Regiments, Field Compnanies, Divisional
R.C.A.S.C., Field Ambulances and Divisional Sirernals. It

wes agreed that the completion of units was in this cese nmore
important than the filldine of Trainins Centres ns fer as the
utilization of "R" recruits was concerned. It was decided alsé

‘that the units of the Brirade Groups of the 7th Diviajon

’

should be completed by the middle of July. 6,000 "R" recruits
were to be allotted to 7th Division - 3,500 between 26 Jun and
17 Jul, and 2.500 more by 31 Jul. The total nurber of personnel
still required for 7th Division, ss estimated 30 liav 42, was
7,809. The remainder, 1,809, was toc be covered by cadres

end tredesmen who were not included among the "R" recruits.

The estimated increase in strength of 7th Division until the

end of July, exclusive of new ecmdres and tradesmen, was to be

as follows (HNS 20-1-0 vol 1: Minutes of a Meetine held at
N.D.H.Q. 11 Jun 42):

Strength 30 liay 42 2,166
12 Jun (from Training Centres) 46
3trength 16 Jun 42 G,214
26 Jun ~ 17 Jul (from Depots) 3,500
Strengt? 20 Jul ) 11,714
31 Jul (from Depots 2,500
Total ’ 14 ,'22 14
APPOINTIENTS
2B , On 4 Apr 42 Caenadien lilitary Headnuarters

had been asked to submit nominations for the commander snd staff
of the 7th Division (HQS 20-5-6-2 Tel., G.S. 156, Defensor to
Canmilitry 4 Apr 42), and "after careful consideration with
Crerar and }ontague" General McNgurshton had nominated Bricadiers
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H.N. nzi A.E. Potts; B.D.; and J.3. Stewart "{0o1
goﬁsiggggtﬁégﬂ or apa¢iﬁtments'ga*commander§ 6 and § Divisions
in Home Deféncsw olé". Colonel R:&,G. Roomewas considered for
the anpointment 6f Commander Royal Artillery 7th Divigion,
but he was "in command 1 Artillery Reinforcement Unit" - A
"an important post end Roome can ill be spared at present ™.
"/1th regard to Bricade Cormanders, further recormendations
were to be made later. The telegram concluded:

Nominations for other appointments...
will be submitted followines next meetinc 3election
Board but I must point out we are runninec very
short and it will only be possible to releese
a few. (Ibid: Tel. G.3. 1304 Canmilitry to
Defensor (for Stuart from MeNaurhton) 16 Apr 42).

23. A ‘second telegram from Canadian Military
Headquarters on 20 Apr 42 nominated Captain J.B.T. lewis gor
G.3.0. 2, Major G.K.R. Elliott for C.R.A.S.C., and l'ajor H.D.
Rice for 0.C. Divisional Sirnals. (Ibid: Tel. A. 1075,
Canmilitry to Defensor 20 Apr 42). Other sources were
examined for suiteble offfcers to rill the staff appointments
of 7th Division, and the following list shows the of?icers
finally selected with the effectivednte of their appointments:

‘. AFPOINTNENT NAME EFFECTIVE DATE
G.0.C. laj-Cen. F.B. leclere, L.li., E.D. 20 May 42
G.5.0. 1 Lt-Col. A.R. Roy 26 Jan 42 ;
.50, 2 Capt (A/Maj) J.B.T. lewis 26 Jun 42
A.A. & Q.M4.G., Lt-Col. H.li. Wallis, D.S.0., M.C., 16 Jun 42

V.D.
CORIAO Bl‘ig. I{.EOG. Roome’ V.D. 20 L:ﬂy 42
C.R.B. Lt-Col. N.C. Sutherland 18 Jul 42
0.C. Div 3igs. Major (A/Lt-Col) H.D. Rice 27 Jun 42
GeRalaS.C. Lt~-Col. G.K.R. Elliott 29 Jun 42
A.D.M.3, Lt-Col. H. Buck. M.C., V.D. 16 Jul 42
2D, 0.5, ’ Lt-Col. A.M. MeCrimmon 16 Jul 42

ORGANIZATION HEADWUARTERS 7TH DIVISION

24, 6n 1 Jun Brigadier 7.H.S. Macklin (D.A.G.) informed
0 Director of Mobilization and Requirements and Nirector of
rersonal Scrviecz that "we must begin at one with the
mobilization of the Headquarters of the 7th Division". “ince
the concengration point had not vet been selected, he sugrested
that the initial organizetion should take vnlace in "Eastern
Canada" and nemed Connaurht as a suitable site (HQS 20-4-6 vol 1:
D.A.G. to D.l'. & R. and D. rers., 1 Jun 42). A circular letter
issued 9 Jun 42 br the Adjutant-General authorized thre
organizetion of Headquarters, 7th Division, at Connausht Rences
berinnine 16 Jun 42 ?%bid; A.G. circulsr letter, ¢ Jun 42).
General Order 309/1942 wes published coverine the for—ation of
7th Divisional Headquarters and the units required to complete
the Order of Battle, with effect from 12 liay 42.

25. On 15 Jun, Major-General i.E. lecleré, li.L.,
E.D., General Officer Commandine 7th Division® and Lieutenant-
Colonel H.il. "Jallis, D.5.0., M.C., V.D., Assistant Adjutant and
Juartermaster General, arrived in Ottawa. On 15 - 16 Jun
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# Major-Genersl leclerc had previously commanded the
15th Infantry Brigade.
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preliminary arrangements vwere nmade for quarters and retions, which
were to be provided temporarily by the Lanark and Renfrew }uottish
and at Connaught Ranges step were taken to secure "suitable
staff, equipment, stores" and to attend to other necessary
matters (W.D. "A® 7 Cdn. Div.., June 42). 3Some of the 6th

- Canadian Nivisional Headquarters Staff also arrived at
Connaught Ranges 15 - 16 Jun 42, and organization of the two

- Headquarters proceeded together for the remainder of the
month. The strength of Headquarters, 7th Division, on
30 Jun was 15 all ranks, with 81 (ell ranks) attached (Ibid).

26. The first part of July 1942 was taken
up with "general organization duties® (Iblid July 1942).

The following War Diary entry reveals clearly the pro#resq
which had been made by 9 Jul {Ibid July 1942):

While there still remained some ghortages of
M.T. and supplies - and some vacancies in
officer and other rark p*rsonnel - the consensus
of opinion was that orgenization has now reached
the stage where this H.Q. could nmove snd continue
to function with 2 feir degree of efficiency

‘ on a few hours'! notice.

THE BRIGADE GROUPS CF 7TH DIVISION

27 - 3 has been menticned previously, only

the three Brigade G oups of the 7th Division were orieinally

to be mobi lized; these were the 1l6th, 17th and 18th Infantry
Brigade Groups, 'authori zed to mobilize 24 Mer 42 (see pars 10).
The l16th Infantry Brigade Group began orgenization at

Frince George on 26 Jun 42 under the command of Brigadier

‘0.M. Martin, V.D. Subsequently it became one of the \
‘Brigade Groups of 8th Division. The 17th Infantry Drisade
Group, with Brigadier C.B. Topp, D.S5.0., M.C., as Commander,
was to be formed at Vernon in British Columbia. Organization
began there on 12 Jun 42 with about half the reguired staff.

., It was decided, however, presumably in conjunction with the
decision to move the 7th Division to Atlantic Command, that

. Headquarters 17th Brigade Group should organize at Connaught

Ranges (HQS 20-4-6 vol 1: C.G.5. to A.G., Q.M.G., M.G.O.,

A7 Jun 42). Accordingly 14 of the sub-staff of 21 men proceeded
there on 27 JdJun 42; the remainder stayed in Vernon to form part
of the 19th Infantry Brigade Group Headquarters which was then
in the process of orgenization at that point (Ibid: A.G. ;
circular letter, 26 Jun 42). The strength of 17th Bricade
Group Headquarters at the end of June was one officer and sixteen
other ranks, including one Home Defence conscript (W 0., WG,
17 Inf. Bde. June 19%942).

28. The Headquarters of the 18th Brigade Group was
" formed at Esquimalt, beginning 25 Jun 42, Brisgadier H.Y.
Murdock, E.D., was appointed Commander. This Brigade Group
became part of the 6th Division, and moved to Fort Alberni
on 18 Sep 42 (see Report No. 7, Historical Section (G.S.)
D.N.D., para 26). With the wlthdrawal of enemy forces from the
North Pacific, it appeared no longer necessary to maintain laree
numbers of operstional troops in the Pacific Command; c¢onsequently
during the summer of 1943, it was decided to make a considerable
reduction in the strength of the Home DNefence forces (Ibld
para 34). The léth and 18th Bricade Groups were both disbanded
on 15 Oct 43 (G.0. 15, 8 Jan 44, w.e.f. 15 Oct 43).

29. The two Brigade Groups which renlaced the
16th and 18th in the Crder of Battle of the 7th Division were
the 15th and 20th. The 15th Infantry Brigade Group had been
intended to form part of the 6th Division, and to this end
had begun organizetion at Valcartier Camp on 20 Oct 41, under
the command of DBrigadier ¥.E. Leclere, M.li., BE.D. ”hen»
Drigadier leclerc was ¢hosen to command the 7th Division,
Brigadier J.A. lLeclalre was selected as his successor



and took oye# the command of 15th Briepade Grypuy on 1) May 42.
:table of compositior nprepared by the ﬂiwemﬁéz,bf tafft
Duties and approved hy.the Chief of. the Géners] Staff on

30 Aue 4] provosed an the Infantry abmponent fér 15th Bricsde
Group, les Voltieceurs de Quebec, The Halifax RWfles and le
Reriment de Hull (HQS 20-1+5, vol 1: DN.5:D. teo C.5.5.

320 Aus 41). This composition was not firm. Accordine to

a list of units:undef the Sommend of 7th Division, prepared
by the NDirectorate of 3taff Duties and dated 23 Jun 42

the infantrv battalions of the 15th Brigcade included le
Regiment de Montmaeny, Le Resiment de Quebec, and Les Fuaslliers
de Sherbrooke. (HQ3 20-1-5 vol 2: C.G.3. circular letter,

€ Jul 42, Appx. B).

30. ' Althoush the 20th Infantrr Briecsde had been
intended oririnally to form one of the three Brirade Grours

of the &th Division, it came under the cormand of 7th Divisien
almost immediately after its organization had been authorized
at Niagara-on-the-Lake on 31 Auz 42, Brigadier . Zarnshaw,
D.8.0., M.C., was appointed the Drigaede Cormander. The
Infantry units allotted to this Brigade Group were the 2nd/10th
Dragoons and the 3rd Battalion, The Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada which were then concentrated at Niagars-on-the-lake,

and the 3rd Battelion, The Royal Winnipeg Rifles.

a1, The reeson for the shifting of the Brigede
Groups from the Divisions in whose Order of Battle they had
originally bgen included is not always clear from the files
evailable at the Central Registry, the Department of National
Defence. It may be assumed, however, that, when it was
decided to locate 6th Division in Facific Cormand, the
logical step with regard to economy and the territorial
affiliations of the "R" recruits was to place 15th Drirade
Group, concentrated at Valcartier, in the 7th Division which
was to take up the defence role in Atlantic Command. It
is stated in a Minute of a Treasury Board meetine on 9 Sep 42,
that:

...the decision to have two Divisional Commands
on the '"'est Coast ha~ resulted in a reslloention
of Infantry Brieades renerally, in order to
obtain ererter oneretional efficiencvy. (F23
20-4-25-J: Ilinute of a lLeetine of the Treasurvy
Goard, 9 Sep 42).

THE LIOVE OF 7TH CANADIAN DIVISION TO ATLANTIC- COMMAND

2. Canadian defence policy since 1940 had been to

maintain & complete division in the Atlentic Command. This
measure was based on the estimated scales of attack by an
enemy on the east coast of Canada. The 3rd Canadian Division
began to move to Debert early in October 1940 (see Freliminary
Narrative, History of the Canadian Militarv Forces in Canada
and Adjacent Regions, Chap 9, paras 110 - 111). At this time
the camp was still under construction, and problers of
accomriodation had to be solved by the use of canvas. The

3rd Division moved overseas in the summer of 1941, and the
4th Division moved to Debert and Sussex to take over the

- operational role of the 3rd. It was proposed to despatch the

4th Division overseas during the lste summer and autumn of
1942, and plens were therefore made for the 6th Division to
move to Atlgntic Command and f~r the 7th Division to serve on
the Facific Coast. A change in plans, however, resulted

in a decision to send the 6th Division to the Facific Commend.
With regard to the 7th Division, Brigadier '1.H.S. Macklin,



Deputy 4&¢ lutant-Gergral, steted on 1 Jun 42

Phie Divisional Headquarters will funetion,
in the £irst instance, in British Columdia at a
aite which will shortly be deoided. Later,
after the departure of 4th Nivisicn, Headjquarters
7th Division will move tc Debert. (HQS 20-4-6
vol 1: D.A.G. to D.M. & R. sné D. kers., 1 Jun 42).

In spite o this siaetement, and previous plans alrsady mentioned,
this Divis/on moved from Connaught directly to Atlentic Commeand
to teks over the operstional recle of the 4th Division, whish
began te move to Ingland on 6 Aug 42,

33 The movement of the 7th Division to the
camps of Debert ané Sussex could not be completed until
gufficlent ncaommodation had been mede evailable by the '
despateh overseas of all the units of 4th Division. Sipes the
4th hed be:¢n convertsd to an Armoured Division ard the 7Tih
wes an Infintry Division, there were slight differences in the
type of ecsommodation necegsery. Frovision had to ba meds for
the Lisht Anti-Aircra’t Resimant and the Rsconnaissanca
Battal ior. of the 7th Division, since thess units formsd parh
of an Ipfantry, but not of an Armoured Division (HQS 20-7-6,
¢.G.5. tu G.0.C.~-in=C, Atlantic c:o:vunang,tzz%1 Mey 4(21).? The

t Pligrs of 4th Division was warned tc be reedy for t
géggatch gverseas from 28 Jul 42 (HQS 20-2-6 vol 2: D.L.O. & P.
to D.C.l.8.(A), 17 Jul 42). The edvance party of Headquerters,
7¢h Div.sion, left for Debsrt on 14 Jul 42, and thas maln bodv
follow: * on 21 Jul, arriving there cu the c¥ecalog of Jhe next
day . : :

34. The main party of Hesdouarters 15th Brigads
Oecoup left Velcartier on 25 Aug 42, arriving at Debert on the
followine dey. (9¥.D.,, H.Q. 15 Inf. Bde. 26 Aug 42). The first
few days were gpert in getting settled in the new quariers.

On 2 Sep 42 Generel leclerc inspected all units in the EBrirade.
On this date also ths first Operation Order wes issued, and
training began imediately in order that the 15th Brigade
Group might be able to fulfil its responsibllities in the

event of an enemy attack (JIbid: 2 Sep 42).

35, The 17th Brigade Group Headquerters moved -
to Sussex on 24 Jul 42. Its strength at this period of
organization was 3% all ranks. Since the 4th Division units
had not yet been despatched overseas, personnel of the

Brigade Headquarters were quartered with The Lanerk and
Renfrew Scottish Regiment and the 4th Division Support Group.
(¥.D., H.Q. 17 Inf. Bde., July 1942). On 1 Aug 42 the 17th
Brigade Group officially took over Susgsex Cemp Headquarters
from the 4th Division Support Group, and Brigedier Topp
became Cemp Commandant. (Ibid: 1 Aug 42). General leclerc
inspected the units in cemp at Sussex on 13 Aug. Training
began almost immediately. On 3 Sep 42 the 23rd Field Regiment
proceaded to the Artillery Ranges at Tracaedie to carry out :
firing practice, meturning to Sussex on 9 Cet. (Ibid: 9 Oet 42).

36. Headquerters, 20th Bripade Group, the 2nd/10th
Drapaoons and the 3rd Battalion, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada,
arrived at Tebert on 30 Sep 42. Some units of the 4th Divieion
were still in the lires which the 20th Brlgade Group units were
to occupy, witk consequent overcrowding for "two or three

weeks" (W.D., H.Q. 20 Inf. Bde., 30 3¢p 42). Brigesdier Earnshew
was informed by Divisionel Headquarters that the 20th Erirsade
Group "would have three months availeble" for treinine before

it adopted an operational role (Ibid), lccordingly, after the
first few days spszut in unl¢ading, unpacking and making prelimi-
nary arrsancements, unit syllsbi were drawn up and trainping begean.
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On 25 Dec 42, Brirsadier J.B. Stevenson took over the commend
from Brigzadier Earnshew.

37. Seversl chenrces took piasce in the Infantry
compenent of the 20th Bricade durins the next few months. On

4 Jen 4¢ the 2nd/10th Dragoons left Debert tc teke over s coast
defence role at Sydney; this unit was replaced by Le Repizaqt de
Joliette, which was, in turn, replaced by The Alronquin Resiment
in the early spring of 1943. The latter regiment proceeded
overseas in June 1943, On lo Jun 43 the main body of the 3rd
Battalion, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada moved from Debert to
partmouth on Coast defence duties (Ibid, lo Jun 43) and was
succeeded at Debert by The Lanark and Renfrew Scottish. On

3 Jul 43 the Headquerters, 20th Brigade Group, left Debert for
Vernon, B.C. with les Fusiliers du St. laurent and No. 20
Defence ilatoon. On 30 Jul it proceeded to Fort Alberni.
(Veancouver Island) where The Lansrk and Renfrew Scottish hai
previously been sent on 2 Jul 43 to undertake a cosst defence
role in Pacific Command. (Ibid, July 1943). The 3rA Battalion,
The Royal “innipeg Rifles remained in Atlantic Command in

coast defence role at Shelburne and Mulerave. (Ibid, 9 Jun 43).

38. ' Conditions at Debert and Sussex, durine the
first few months after the arrival of 7th Division, were not,
avparently, satisfactory. At the verr outset, as hrs heen
pointed out ir paras 35 - 36, accormodation problems had
presented tremselves. Accordins to the "ar Diarr of the
Asgistant Director ledical Services sanitery conditions were
unsatisfactery, and the suprly of water in the camp was linited
(v.D., A.D.I’.S. 7 Can. Div. Auepust 1943) end the Cormnnder,

Royal Canadian Artillery comnlained of lack of sufficient office
space {(W.D,, C.R.C.A. 7 Cdn. Div., October 19%42}. 7Jth Nivision
“lar Diaries refer on more than one cccasion to tre excessive
rainfall durine the autumn months; the Assistant Director ledicsl
Jervices stated that heavy rains flooded the villare of Debert,
where one buildins was washed awey, and "many leaks showdd up

in roofs of huts" (7.D., A.D.M.S. 7 Cdn. Div., September 1942}).
The wet weather hindered trainine to some extent, but » consider-
able amount was nevertheless accomplished. (3ee parss 40 - 4],

THE OFERATIONAL ROLE OF THE 7TH CANADIAN DIVISION

39. : The scalesof enemy attack for which

7th Division had to be prepared were, briefly, bombardment by

a capital ship, by one or two 8-inch cruisers, cr by on armed
merchant raider mounting 6-inch guns; attack b’ submarine or
small surfage craft; smell raiding parties; or borb or gas

attack on shipping, coastal and inland objectives. The Zarrisons
and Defended Ports within the 7th Division's"area of resnonsibil-
ity" were Halifax Fortress, and Defences at Sydney (includine the
Streit of Canso Defences), Shelburne, Saint John, Gaspe anrd
Arvida. Each of these had been € llotted fixed defences and
garrisons. The 7th Division wes required to hold in readiness,
at Debert and Sussex, mobile reserves to:

(a) Restore or stabiiize the situation et =ny
Fortress, Defended Tort or Area;

or

(b) Attack the enerv who is effectine or hns
effected a lardins in an area outside the
perirmeter of Fortresses, Defended lorts or
Areas;

or

{c) liove to some stratezic line for the nurpose
of defence apainst any further enemr prosress.

4C. The maximum strencths of mobile reserves

to deal with these possible continrencies were one Bricade
Group, less one special platoon, at Debert, and one liricade
Group, less one battelion, at Sussex. It was pointed out that
it might be necessary to utilize the remainder of the Division

in any of these three roles, or in an “Internal Security rele®
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within the afea of responsibility.

41. The l1l5th Brignde Oraip wag to be resnonalble
for carrving ocut any of the three courses mentiensed in para. 20
In Nove Scotla, and the 17th Drlieede Group in Rew Brunswick
and thet portion of the Frovince of Quebeg incliuded ir Atlantice

Command. In addition, the 7th Division wag to be prepared to
establish cottact in an emergency with United States military
forces at St., Ctephen, N.B. by the despatch of one Infantry
company from the 17th Brigade; and to send one special platoon
from the 15th Brigade to patrol the coast road from Bic to
Cap Chat along the lower 3t. Lawrence.

42, Key officers were to visit all Fortresses
and Defended Forts ‘n Atlantic Command. Reconnaissances of
the ground in the vicinity of and routes and approaches to
Fortresses and Defended Forts were to be carried out. A
reconnaissance was to be made also, in conjunction with the
Strait of Canso Defences, of the oneration which mirht be
invalved in an effort to cross the 3trait. (This information
is found in '7.D., H.Q. R.C.A. 7 Cdn, Div., Sentember 1942,
Operation Order No, 3. 3imilar Operation Orders ere to be
found in other 7th Division "far Diaries of Sentember and
October 1942, but the one to whicgh reference is made was found
to be the most comprehensive).

TH: STRENGTH OF THE 7TH CAVADIAI DIVISION

43, The strength of the 7th Divisicn was sub ject
to conatnnt shange, resultine from demands for overseas
reinforcement,s and the constant shifting of units to take over
coast defence roles. On 2 Jan 42, the total stren~th of the
7th Division was 10,547; of these 680 were officers and 9,067
other ranks. Of the latter fipure, 5,035 were Active soldiers
and the remainder, 4,832, were National Resources !'obilization
Act personnel (HQS 8699, vol. 3: "Canadian Army in Canada by
Formations - Strength®, 2 Jan 43). :

44, The 7th Division was never fully organized.

It was decidad, for example, in September 1942 to send the

30th Reconneissance Battalion (Kssex Regiment) overseas to be
the Reconnaiasance legiment for lst Cenadian Corps, and to
replace it with the 24th Reconnaissance Battalion tvbltigours
de quebec) in the 7th Division. The 30th Reconnaissance
Battalion wes to be brought up to strength by the direct
enlistment o Active personnel. No action was to be taken to
"post Members H.D. to the 24 Recce Bn pending a decision as to
the ultimate employment" of this battalion. (HQS 20-1-6, vol 2:
A.G. circular letter, 16 Sep 42). On 19 Feb 43 a memorandum

by the Chief of the General Staff stated that the 23rd Field
Company, R.C.E., ther servine in the 7th Division, was tec be
despatched overseas without replacement for service with 2nd
Corps Troops. (Ibid: C.G.S. to A.G., 2.M.G., M.G,0,, 19 Feb 43).
In addition, many units were never brourht up te complete
establishment. The establishment of the R.C..2.5.C. units in

the 7th Division was 1,020 all ranks, and the total strenrth on
31 Jan 43 was 1,048 (7.D., C.R,A.3,C. 7 Cdn, Div., Januarvy 1943).
The 'Iar Establishment for 7th Divisional Girnals was 629 all
ranks ('/.D, H.Q. 7 Div. Sirs., Aumust 1942, Avpx. 3}; at the

end of January 1943 the actusl streneth was only 267, (;21?,
January 1943). Engineer units seem to have fared better, n
Aucust 1942 there was only a slight shortage of officers

and non-commissioned officers, but this was not considered
serious. At that time the number of sappers was 100 over
strength, and it was decided to make use of this fact to et
rid of any "undesirable" men (%.D. H,Q. R.C.E. 7 Cdn. Div.,
August 1942, Appx, 1).
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4%, CThe Brigede Groups weite alae undgr strenstn.
In Herah V34% the 154h M @ Group ipclufding the Hesdguayrtsrs
sompany, three ilafentvy battaliona, the Defapge Flatoon apd the
20th Yield Ambuignoe, w\p approximataly 2,08k. Lo Heoimentd

ds Mortmagny hed 564 man on etrength, ia Reginment de mebeo,

546 men, snd Lea ?usiii&rs dg Sherbrooke, fod men (W.D. A.D.M.3.
7 Cda., Div,, ¥arch 1943, Appx. "D*), The 17th Brigade Group,
inoluding the Stb ﬁntimfﬁnk Battery, the 23rd 7ield Company,
Brigeds Headguarters, twh Infentyy battalions, No, 17 Defance
¥latoop and the 2lst Fie¢ld Ambulance, pumbered 1,076 men. The
strensth o The nufrari? and, Haldimand Rifles was 386, and

that of Tha Vietoris Rilles of Canada, $39. d). The

atrength of the 20th Brigade Group, including Brirade Hesdquarters
Na., 20 Daefence ilatoon, one Lisht Aid Detmchment, one Field

Park Company, ope Ordnaice Workshop, No. § Company, €.D.C.,

and two Infantry battal ons was 1,447, The 3rd Battalion, The
queen's Own Rifles of Cenada hed a strength of 460, and the

3rd Battalion, The Roval Tinnipeg Rifles a streneth of 420,

{Zpid).

TRAINING

a6, Durinz the first few months in which the
units of the 7th Division were organizing and endeavourine to
reach sors state ol efficiency, ho emphasls could be plaged
on larpe-soele trainine schemes. General leclere peinted out
to the Officers Commanding the units that *"for the time beine"
@ll attention should be given to individual trsining (W.D.
"G* 7 Cdn. Div., July 1942 Appx. "A"}. A Divisional Drivine
and Laintenance School was begun on 31 Aug 42 (Ibid, Ausust
1942 ippx, “I%}), and a Divisional Cookery Schooi on 14 Sep.

{Ibi4, Appx. “"H"}.

47 . Jeverel training schemes were carried out
during the autumn of 1942, 0On 16 Oet 42 one Infantry company
and a carrier platoon from the 15th Bricede Croup conducted

an evercise to "test the defences of the MHallfex Fortress Area”
by simulating a landing from e merchant vessel in Hackett Cove
{(W.D. H.Q. 15 Inf. Bde., October 1942). On 7 Nov the 15th
Brigade proceedad on Exercise "Beaver"” to Mulgrave and Cape
Breton "with the object of Trepelling an invasicn of the

Atlantic Cosst by the enemy” (Ibid: 7 Nov 42). This

exercise lasted for three days, and was considered to have been
"a preat siccessV., "One of the best lessons® resulted from

the "epnortunity siven to practise administrstive arransemant s
with rerard te movement control and supplies”. “The troeps
also reined valuasble experience in the co-~operation of ell arms,
such aacﬁrtillery, engineers and sienals, with infentry", (Ibid:
Appx. la ; ! ‘

af. A scheme, embodyine units in carp st
Sussex, took place in the vieinity of Bt. dMartins, N,.B, on
14 Nov 42, It wes considered that this "operation provided
conaiderable veluazble experience tec all conecerned®, (1.0,
‘HoQe 17 Inf, Bde., 14 Bov 42). No trainins exercises anpear
te have been conducted by the Z0th Hrigade Graun Aurinpe 1942,
A 'lar Diary entry of 27 Oct 42 noted that this Brigade would
not assume an operstional role until "ahout the first week
~in January*. (W.D, H,3. 20 Inf Bde., 27 Qot 42!,

49. On 7 Dec 42, Lieutenant-General X. Stuart,
Chief of the General 8taff, visited the units at Debert and
Sussex. The Honqureble Nr. J.L. Ralston, Minister of

National Defence, and Najor-General W.H,¥. Elkins, General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief Atlesntie Commaend, inspscted 7th
Divi?ion units at Debert on 16 Dec. (W.D. “G" 7 Div., December



50. & number of training exercises were
carried cut under IHrlepde auspices durine the sprine and
summsr mopths of 1943, A conflerence of 7th Division staff
offlicers, Bripgade 3taffs, sand the Officers Commandine units
was held on 9 Jan 43 at which General Ilsclerc stated that

he "conterplated that by 1 Apr 43" all perscnnel "would have
completed basio treining so that the Division would be ready
to Jump inte Divisional exergises®. (W.D. A.D.I,S. 7 Iaf,
Div., 9 Jua 43). There is, however, no clesr evidence in the
War Diaries that any Divisional gxercises were ever garrisd
out. BExercise "Oyster" was planned by 7th Division
Headquarters in September 1943 in order to practice units

in tasks suitable teo their operational roles and te assess
the physical standards of the trocops and the standard of
collective training at a battalion level; but it does not
appear from the sources consulted that this exercise was
completed.

INCIDENT AT SUSSEX MILITARY CAMP - 6 MAT 43

51. At 2130 hours on 6 May 43, a small riot
broke out in the cemp at Sussex between some men of The
Dufferin and Haldimand Rifles and some of the Voltirsurs de
Qebec. Unfprtunately, various and garbled reports resached

the newspepers, In spite of attempts to maintain strict
security. According to Brigadler Tobpp's report on the incident,
the trouble began when £ soldier of The NDufferin end Haldimsnd
Rifle~ threw the contents of a fire peil out of the hut docor,
and "the water went over two Voltigmeurs who were comine

along at that moment ® (W.D. H.Q., 17 Inf. Bde.; May 1943

Avpx, 7). Shots were fired, and bullets and beyonet wounds
were received by severel men. Two men were sericusly injured,
and one of them, 8 private of The Dufferin snd Haldimand Rifles,
died on 8 Yay 43 of pas ranpgrene. Bricadier Topp renortad.
that.:

Cause of disturbance not at sll clear but
evident that no rscial or religious friction between
Units. Reletionship cordiel prior to disturbance.

All personnel engaged appear to have been G.3. (Ibid).

Jgpeciel patrols end picquets were arranged to prevent any
further disturbance.

52, Cn € May men of both units lined the

streets in the town of Sussex but further disturbeance was
avoided by all men of both units being recelled to ceamp

end confined to barracks. On 14 May les Voltireurs de Quebec
viere moved to Aldershot, N.S3. Nilitary and civil inquiries
were held. The matter slso formed the subject of inguiry

in the}?buse of Commons. (W.D. lst Bn. D, & H. Rifles May 1943,
DDI. B

THE 7TH DIVISION DISBAIDED 15 OCT 43

.

P During the summer of 1943 plans were made
to raeduce the strencth of the Home Defence forces. "With the
withdrawa! of the enemy from the North lacific, it was
no longer necessary to maintein large numbers of onerstional
troops in racific Cormend. On 30 Aug 43, therefore, it
was proposed to the Minister of Nationel Defence by the
Chief of the General Staff to disband the 7th and Sth
Divisions, and to reduce the streneth of the 6th Division.

These recommendations were anproved by the ''ar Committee of

the Cebinet On the following day, 31 Aue 43. (HQS 20-1-5, '
vol 3: Murchie to the llinister of National Defence, 13 Jan 44),
This decision was announced publicly on 13 Ser 43 by Kr.
Ralston, who pointed out that the Divisions would he replaced

by three comnlete brigade groups, "each capable of opersting
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independently but sadministered and trelned under » modified
divisional heedquarters™. (¥W.D. H.2. 17 Inf. Bde., Septembar
1943, Appx. 19). The esteblishment fo! operationel troons
was to be reduced by "about 20,000 men", who would bs used

to i1l up ranaining units qnd for poteptial reinforcemsnts.
(Ibid). "The general result’ would be: '

{e) To provide a reduced but thoroushly effigient
body of operatlional troops in Canada;

{b) To introduce an additional phase of advanced
training which will be given to reinforgements
before they proceed overseas;

(c) To release a considerable number of lower
category personnel, who will thus be enebled to
take up civilien occupations and supplement
aveilable manpower. (Ibid).

54. On 7 Oot 43 the 15th Brigade Group
Headquarters moved from Debert to Irince George, B,C., where
it came under command of the 6th Nivision. The 17th ﬁrigqﬁo
was disbanded (G.0. 15, 8 Jan 44, w.e.f. 15 Oct 43). As
has been stated previously (see para 37}, the 20th Bripade
Group Headquarters had al readv moved to Fort Alberni, B.C.

< ztb Canmdian Division Heedquarters was disbanded on 15 Oct 43,
G.0. 15, O Jan 44, w.e.f. 15 Oet 43).

55. The followins Appendices are attached to
this Report: :

Appendix "A" - Iroposed Order of Battle,
7th Canadian Divisicn

Appendix "B" - Units under command of the

7th Division, {(upon concentraticn
at DEBERT - éussﬁx :

Appendix "C" - Units under command of the
7th Division 21 Jul 43, and
their location.

C 56. This report was drafted by W-22809%
: Sergeant Buchapan, J.N., Canadian 'omen's Army Corps,
Historical 3Section, Depertment of National Dafence.

K

-

(G.F.G. Stanley) Lt-Col., ¥

for Colonel, 4

: Director of Historical Sectien (6.8},

19 Cet 46, Department of National Defence, *
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: The Ovder of Bettle of 7th Divisian
complets, g8 propossd o the Hinistepr by ihe Chief o the
General 3taff on J jlay 42, was as Poilows (HQS 20-1-4,
‘wol 1: C.G.3. to the kinleter, P May 42):

Headquerters Units 7 Div. H.Q.
} | ¥ Div, Int. Sec.

i 7 7.5, Sec,
. 7 Defence & Emp. Pi.
. c.AGcl )O ROO“. Bﬁ- ‘igss‘x Ru)
Artillery H.Q. 7 Div, Arty. RCA

22 P4, Regt. RCA
H.Q. 22 P&. Remst. RCA
3 ¥4. Bty. RCA
6 4. Bty, RCA
- 80 Pd. Bty. RCA
23 P4, Degt. RCA
HOQ‘. 23 P4, Negt. ROA
1 P4, Bty. RCA
P4, Bty. RCA
3 P4, Bty. RCA
24 Pd, Regt, RCA
: . H.3. 24 P4, Rept. RCA
7 . 84 Fd, Bty, NRCA
£5 4. Bty. ROA
10 Li. A.A. Regt, RCA
H.Q. 10 Lt. A.A. Remt, RCA
- 6 L"‘a AQA' Btyo RGA
g 18, AJA. Bty. RCA ; "
1t. A.A. Bty. RCA
1t. A.A. Bty. RCA
A. Tk. Regt. RCA
#.2. © A, Tk. Rag . RCA
10 A. Tk. Bty. RCA
11 A. Tk. Bty. RCA
12 A. Tk, Bty. RCA
§ 13 A. Tk, Bty. RCA
Engineers H.Q. 7 Div. Eng. RCE
S Fa, k. Coy. RCE _
© 23 ¥d. Coy. RCE : oo
2% Md, Coy. RCE
7 Div. Sigs. RCCS -
Signals ~ H.Q. 7 Div. Sips. RCCS
‘ No. 1 Coy.
i 4 ! HOQ‘ NOQ " Goy.
‘ 5 o Se0.
"B" Sec.
HCY Sec.
"D* Jeec.
"u" Seeo ’ ’
No. 2 Coy. : e
H.Q. No. 2 Coy. AP
"E" Sec.
"pY Seo,
!tcﬂ Sec. \
"H" Sec.
No. 3 CGY.
H.%3. No, 3 Coy,
":”':.h_cc
“K™ Sec,
*L* Jeo.
infantry H.Q. 16 Inf. Bde.
16 Def. Fl.
FPletou Highrs.
N.B. Rang.
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Machine Gup
Supply and Transport

Medicals

Ordnance

Others

R. de Jol.
H.Q. 17 Inf. Bde.
17 Def. Fl.
V.R. of C,
D. & H. Rif,
Can. Fus. -
Q. 18 Inf. Bde.
18 Def. L.

R.M. Rang

2 ¢. Scot. R,

K.0.R.

of C,

R. de Chat. (Mit)
Comd., 7 Div. RCASC
Amn, Coy. (No. 21 coy.g RCASC

? Div,
7 Div,

Pet. Coy. (No. 22 Coy.

RCASC

_Supo Goy. (N°o 23 Ooy.) mm

7 Div,

19 Fd. Amb, RCAMC

21 Fd. Anb, RCAMC

25 Fd. Amb, RGAMD

No. 4 Fd4. H Sec. RCAMC
101 L.A.D. A) RCOC
102 L.A.D. TYPG A) RCOC
103 L.A.D. (Type A) RCOC
107 L.A.D. (Type A) RCOC
105 L.A.D. (Pype B) RCOC
106 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
108 L.A.D. im B) RCOC
109 L.A.D. {(Type B; RGOC
110 L.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
111 I.A.D. (Type B) RCOC
32 Lt. AA Ord. W/S Sub-Sec
33 Lt. AA Ord. '7/S Sub-Sec
34 Lt. AA Ord. /S Sub-Sec
35 Lt. AA Ord. W/S Sub-Sec
7 Div. Ord. Wkshop. RCOC

7 Div.

Ord. Fd. Pk, RCOC

11 Pro. Coy. C. Pro. C,

7 Div,

Postal Unit, C.F.C.

RCOC
RCOC
RCOC
RCOC
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The followines jis a ligt of unlta which
were to come under the command of the Genersl Officar
Cormanding, the 7th Canadian Division, upon concentration &t
the camps of Debert amd Sussex. (HQS 20-1-% wol 2:
circuler letter, & Jun 42, Appx. "B"}.

HQ 7 Div

oo
WelFeid o

7 Div
5 F3
7 Def
30 Recce

Int 3ec

Sec

& Emp 11l

Bn (Kssex 1)
Arty

o]
o
W3+ = i 09N0 003

7 Div Sigs (less E F G, J X L 3eecs)
R de Chat (liit)
Comd RCASC 7 Div

7 Div Armn Coy

7 Div ret Coy

FZ giv Sup Coy

4 g Sec
101 LAD (A)
103 1AD (A)
107 LAD iA
104 LAD (B
lﬂé LAD iB
106 LAD (B
109 LAD (B
110 LAD (B)
111 LAD (B)
32 Lt AA Ord 'kshep Sub-gsec
33 Lt AA Ord '"'kshop 3ub-sec
34 Lt AA Ord 'kshop Sub=-sec
35 Lt AA QOrd 'Vkshop Sub-sec
7 Div Ord 'Wkshop -
7 Div Ord Fd Fk
12 Pro Coy
7 Div rostal Unit
HQ 15 Inf Bde '

15 Def Il

R de Monty

R de Q

Fus de Sher
HQ 20 Fd Regt

" 24 P4 Bty
72 Fa Bty
75 F4 Bty

N e W S

15 Fd

E Sec
L Sec
20 Fa
HQ 17

17

HQ 23
31

2

cog :
7 iy des
7 Div Sipe

Amb
Inf bde
Def il

D & 0 Rif
VRof C
2RHC

Fd Regt
Fa Bty
Fa Bty
Fda Bty



23 *a Coy
F Sec 7 Div 3ies
K See 7 Div 3ies
21 P4 Arb |
102 1AD (A)
105 1AD (B)
HQ 20 Inf Bde
3Q0R
3 R pg Rif
2/10 D
HQ 26 Fd Regt
117 Fd Bty
118 Fd Bty
119 ¥4 Bty
27 Fa Coy
G Sec 7 Div Sigs
J Jec 7 Div 3igs
27 Fa Anmd



This “"location Statement™ shows the
units under the commend of the 7th Division as at 20 Jul 43
and their disposition (W.D. "G" 7 Cdn. Div., July 1943,
Appx. 11).

f

UNIT

HQ 7 Cdn Div

7 Div Int Sec

5 Fd Security Sec
7 Def & Emp Fl
HQ 15 Cdn Inf Bde
15 Def Il

R de Monty

R de Quebec

Fus de Sher

HQ 17 Cdn Inf Bde
17 Def P1

/10 Dragoons

R de Chat

HQ 7 Cdn Div Arty
20 Cdn Fd Regt RCA

26 Cdn Fd Regt RCA
10 CAn L A A Regt RCA
HQ 7 CAn Div Engrs

5 Fd Pr Coy RCE

15 F4 Coy RCE

27 Fd Coy RCH

7 Cdn Div 3igs RCCS
HQ 7 Cdn Div RCASC

7 Div Amn Coy RCASC

7 Div let Coy RCASC

7 Div 3up Coy RCASC
71 Gen Tpt Coy RCASC
7 Div. Com Coy RCASC
20 F4 Amb RCAMC

27 Fd Amb RCALC

29 Fd Amb RCANC

4 Fd Hyr Sec RCANMC

7 Div Ord Wkshop RCOC
7 Div Ord Fd ik RCOC
101 1LAD (Tyre A) RCOC
102 LAD (Type A) RCOC
103 LAD (Type A) RCOC
107 LAD (Type A) RCOC
105 LAD (Type B) RCOC
106 1AD (Type B) RCOC
108 1LAD (Type B) RCOC

109 LAD (Type B) RCOC -

110 LAD (Type B) RCOC
111 LAD (Type B) RCOC

32 L A A Ord 'Tkshop Sec

33 L A A Ord "kshop Sec
34 L A A Ord "Tkshop Sec
35 L A A Ord Wkshop 3ec
12 Cdn Frao Coy ..
7 Cdn Div Fostal
7 Cdn Dental Coy

LOCATION

Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Sussex
Sussex
Sussex
Halifax
Dartmouth

' Debert

Sydney
St. John
Tracadie
Debert

Sussex
Tracadie
Debert
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Sussex
Debert
Debert
Debert
Debert
Tracadie
Vernon BC

Debert
Debert

Debert
Debert
Debert

RENARES

One coy at lulerave

Tracedie: {duz & Sep
One tr at Gaspe

One tp 3t John N B

J Sec at Husser v

Det at Tracadie

Det at Tracadie

On paper only

On paper oniy
On paper only
On psper only

On
On
Oon

On paper oniy -~
On paper oply

paper only
paper puly
paper/only
!'{
/




