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Historical Activities within
the Canadian sarmy

1. This brief account of the Historical orgenizations
serving the Canadian army from 1915 to 19672 is bzsed on Central
Regist., files H...S. 2-121-6, H.#.C. 650-16-6, H,. .C. 1456-1,
H...C, 6-C-188, H.v.C. 6-D-119 and H.4. 2267-1; C.:,F. filer
Min, 10-8-11 and Min. 10-8-11a; C.i.H... files 5/C.M.H.¢. Geo./1
and 6/HISTORICAL/1.

Lord Beaverbrookt!s Organization

2. In January 1915 Sir Max sitken was appointed Canadian
representative at G.H.”., B.E.I'. to deal with "records gener=llr~
appertaining to the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Forces'.
The C~nadian Prime Minister expected him to give "the people of
Canata an account of the performance of Canadian troops”. He
gonerally referred to himself as the “Canadian Eye-''itness®.

In January 1916, now Lord Beaverbrook, he was authorized to
create a Canadian ‘/ar Records Office, which would be the "home
of the History of Canada's \lar®, as distinct from the Canadian
Record Office of the A.G, Branch of the Overseas Headquarters
in London. Populer publicéations included pamphlets, booklets,
books and a daily newspaper for the troops, illustrated by its
own photographers. The Canadian ’‘ar Records Office also
administered the war oartists employed by a separaete Canadian
‘iar Memorials Fund {of which Lord Beaverbrook was a member).

3. The principal task of the Historical Section within
the Canadian Yar Records Office was the c¢ollection of documents
and maps. The Public Record Office in Chancery Lane provided
three rooms to hold war dieries and members of its staff
tendered professional advice. Two Canadian officers were sent
to France to suggest improvements in the compilation of war
diaries and to collect any material relevant to the operations
of the C.E.F. The sketchiness of the documents for 1915 was
demonstrated by an officer who undertook a narrative of the
Second Battle of Ypres. During the summer of 1917 the Dominion
Archivist, Dr. A.G. Doughty, paid a visit overseas, as a
lieutenant-colonel. He recommnended that, until the cessation
of hostilities, all parcels and boxes of doouments collectad
from units and headquarters should be held intact by the
Canadian ‘‘ar Records Office.

4, Lord Beaverbrook wrote two popular volumes entitled
Canada in Flanders., These were published in London, as was a
third volume written by Major Charles G.,D. Roberts. 4 fourth
volume was drafted. During the demobilization period a
separate ‘‘ar Narrative Section was formed to write a detailed
narrative of Canadian Corps operations during the last 100 days
of fighting. Headed by Brig.-Gan. R. drutinel, it comprised
four majors, two captains and two lieutenants who had been
engaged in active operations. This work was still incomplete,
however, when the Canedian ‘‘ar Records Office ..us disbanded in
the summer of 1919 and all personnel and historical records
returned to Canada.
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7. Varbal approval was given by the tinister Tor the
preparatio.. of A History of the Organization, Development and
Services of the Military and Naval Forces of Canada from the
Peace of Paris in 12 03, to the Present Time, V/ith Illustrative
Documents, Five small volumes were compiled by Brig.-Gen.
Cruikshank. The first two volumes were printed by the press
then belonging to the Department of *filitie and Defence. The
third volume was published by the .ing's Printer. This ended
with the Treaty of Paris in 1783. The dreft of two volumes
dealing with the Maritime Provinces before 1783 are still
held in this Historical Section.

8. The members of Brig.-Gen. Cruikshank's Lection
attempted to write the history of military activity in Cznada.
They were, however, civilian c¢lerks vith neither military nor
historical training and mzsde little progress. attached C.E.F.
officers made better progress with special studies of Medical,
Dental, Nursing and Chaplain Services, and Cenadians serving in
the Royal Air Force. (The medical studies were the basis for
Col. A.E, Snell's volume, The C.a.M,C., with the Canadian Corps
during the Last Hundred Daxs of the Creat .ar, published by the
Department of Natlonal Defence in 1924 in the interests of

medical training.)

Col. Duguid!s Diractorate

9. Ordar in Council P.C. 1736 of 22 August 1919
authorized tue retention of three majors, two captains and

two lieutenants returned from the ‘lar Narrative Section in
London until such time as they might complete an account of
Canadian Corps operations. These officers now endeavoured

to complete their narrative of the last 100 days and to produce
an account of the operations of the lst Canadian Division prior
to 4 May 1915. Vork was directed by Maaor . F, Duguid, D.L.0.
Late in 1920 the first volume of Canedian ‘‘ar Records: A
Narrative of the formation and operations of the First Canadian
Divigion, to the end of the Second Battle of Ypres, May 4, 1915
was printed, Similar in format to the GCruikshank volumss, it
contained 28 pages of inadequate text and 234 pages of
miscellaneous documents. After reading it, General Currie and
the C.G.S, (now Maj.-Gen. J. H. Mac3rien) felt that a “much
fuller work was desirable’, The latter proposed that the iviork
of the ‘'ar Narrative Section be extended to provide a complete
history of the part played by Canadians in the war. The
Minister agreed, He directed that the 1500 copies already
printed of Canadian -‘ear Hecords, Vol. I should not be issued.

10. A proposed peacetime orgenization had alre=-“y been
submitted for tha Historical Section, absorbing Majo. Duguid's
small stafi and making him Deputy Director of Historical Lection.
The depressed Canadian econony and conseguent Government
determination to curtail military expenditure still further
mst be held responsible for the lesser Historical Section
authorized by Order in Council ¥,.C. 1652 of 27 May 1921,
Apparently the Minister and the C G.5, believed that the tasks
envisaged could be completed in from three to five years, so
it was considered to be a temporary organization, Its duties
were set forth as follows:
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(a) The collection, classification, co-ordination,
preservetion and safe custody of 211 war diaries,
reports, official and other correspondence, maps,
plans and other documents or material conteining
information and data releting to the participation
of Canada and the Canadian Military Torces in the
Great \lar.

{b) The compilation and publicetion of & complete
official history of the Recruiting, Organization,
M.oilization, Lquipment end SLervices of the
Canadlan Expeditionary Torce in Canada from the
4th August, 1914, to the completion of demobilization
and the further records as defined in the aforesaid
Order in Council of 17 Januery 1917 (P.C. 19).

(c} The compilation and publication of a complete
official historical account of the services of the
Military IForces of Canades in the Great “'ar out of
Canada. This History will be supplemented by more
detailed histories of certain technical branches of
the Service.

(d} The preparation and publiceation of Historical
monographs, as required, on special military
subjects connected with the History of Canada.

(e} The compilation of such military historiecal in-
formation and data relsting to Canadz as may be
required from time to time by the Historical
Section (Military Branch) of the Committee of
Imperial Defence.

{f} The preparation of locction ledgers for Canedian
military units serving in the I'ield during the
late Var and the supply of necessary data to the
Imperial Vlar Graves Comnission and the Honours and
Awards Branch .. the Record Office.

(g} The supply of informetion from the records in its
custody to properly accredited historical
investigators and the facilitation ol their
researches.

Brig.~Gen., Crufkshank was retired to pension. Major Duguid
was appo'~ted .. the Royzl Canadien srtillery zs a major and
seconded .or duty as Director of the Historical Section with
the temporary rank of Colonel, to place him on the same foot-
i=% as all other Directors. Col. Duguid's temporary establich-~
Loat comprised Cept. J. F. Cwmins, C.M.S.C., Lt. J.I.P. Neal,
R.C.E. end the following civilians:

Head Clerks

Principal Clerks
Clerks (Grade 4)

Clerk Grade 3)
Clerk (Grade 2)
Stenographer (Grade 2)
Typists {(Grade 1)

AV el ol Sl AV S )

WVith the exception of one principal clerk, vho had become a
permanent civilian servant in his previous jposition, the
civilians were paid from the "sdjustment of .ar Claims™ vote
and were engaged for only ¢ix months at z time.
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Col.Duguid spent considerable time helping with the lemorial
Chember for the Peace Tower of the Parliament Buildings.
Although he had peid two extended visits (1924 and 1926} to
the Historical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence
in London, Col. Duguld does not seem to have been impressed
by the emount of time required by the author or authors to
write 1 volume on British military operations after the pre-
limina:y work was finished. Thus there was no reality to
Col. Duguid's contention of 5 January 1928 that the first
volume of the General History would be available by January
1929 and subsequent volumes at yecarly intervals thereaft-—.
The C.G.S. accepted Col. Duguid?s explanation, howvever, «ud
in his letter of 17 January, explaining to the Deputy Minister
the causes of delay in writing the HiztoryY, wrote that
“"Colonel Duguid is not only an enthusiast in the work, with
an accurate nmind and e sound and discriminating judgment, but
can also bring to the task a literary style that ensures the
matter being treated with distinction as well as historical
accuraoy®,

14, Late in 1928 the HMinister of Netional Defence,
Hon., J. L. Ralston, appointed & committee to i..estigecte.

Dr, H.M. Tory (President of the National Research Council)
headed the Commlttee, whose meribers were iajor-General H. C.
Thacker (C.G.S.), Dr. idem Short (Chairman, Historical
Documents Publications Board, Public srchives of Canada) and
Professor N, McL. Rogers (McGill University). On 2 January
1929 it recommended that the Government appoint a competent
historian to write a history of "Cecnada's Effort in the liar®.
Seperate volumes should be devoted to the military campaigns
and individual services. 7The historian should be accorded
complete edlitorial freedom, subject to the ripht of an
Advisory Board to express a contrary opinion. This advisory
Boerd should be responsible to the Prime fiinister or another
member of the Cabinet. an immediate stari was essential, so
tbnt documents might be amplified or supplemented by the
pe..onal knowledge of participants. It was the opinion of the
Committee that:

...bhe existing organization of the Historical
Section of the Department of Netional Defence
should be retained, but should be transferred

to become a separate Branch of the Yublic Archives,

»+obhe services of the officer in chorge of this
Section, Col, A.F’. Duzuid, D.5.0., be utilized in
comnection with the preparation of all material to
be used in the writi.g of the military history of
the war.

15. In December 1929 the Government approved the
Committee's recommendations in principle. HNe;otiatvions

between the Department of Wotional Defence, Dominion ..rchivist
and Civil Service Commission during the next six months led to
she drafting of an Order in Council which would transfer the
historical rscords and civilian stoff to the Public  xrchives,
and second the existing milivary staff for employnent there,

i change of Government delaycd action and then there iore
administrative problems to cettle. The new C.G.S., {kiajor-
General A.G, L. ticNaughton) vas opposed to the transfer, since
he thought that a Military Ilistory should be written by serving
officers. The new Conservative Government was not prepared to -
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Volume II: Sicily and Italy. To be a cowpli
hensive account of the Canadian :xrmy’s partiocd.
pation in the wer in the hizditerranean Theatre,
from the planning of the Siciiy assault ©e th:
withdrawal of Canadian troops from Italy.

Volume III: HNorth-West Earar.:, To bde a compre-
hensive accouut of %2 Canalisn .aruy's partici-
pation in the ceaxp2i ., Zrowm ks planning ot the
Normandy assault to -h+ ¢-~7ns garrender. A
very briel account 7 vl Janadian share in the
subsequent occupatiol: ol Germany might
advantageousliy be iunciuderl.

Volume IV: General irilitary Policy, Events ir end
around Canada, Operations based cn Canada.
(Preperations for war; mobilization and

development of the army; home defsnce arrange-
ments; garrisons in Newfoundlisnd, vamalica, stog
operations at Hor_; Kong and wizka.)

To further his work as 0fficial Historian, Crl. Ste:er was

g'er th- privilege of direct access to the C.C- 5. vihsrorer
tuo need should arise. Otherwise the Dircceuve: b Higiari~=)
Section reported to the B.G.3. (Plans) [later the D.G,I'.0.).

23, On 21 October Jol. Duguid vacaved the Lppointment cf
Dir..tor of Historical Section and be =:.2 C,L.F, Historian, ith
a speclal increment to the Historiczl se."ion to ccarlete his
General History. Col. Stacevr beucnsz Dirszcinr of Highorical
Section, So that his writipg shoud ot »2 interrupted, there
was to be an Executive Officzer (ii..-col.} and shaff to handle
all other metters. Major C.J., Lvwi-Cra,” (0 isc ‘/ar Diaries,

C.M.H.Q.) as..med this appoi i==nc ca.ic “u 1L9A~, Th.-Col.
Stanley, who had commence?d tia2 =~ ~»ati. v <7 a przliminary
Canadien Narrative in Auvgus®t ¢4 5 snonarily acted as

Doty Director. WNeither bz rov o .: v Ll wulkerly cagp'.ble
0--'Icers still at C.M,H.y. v~Le _u.evusiel irn this eppointment
O~ @& permenent bagise. Scveral Mizlcerical officers were ro-

turned from C.M.H.g. That Hister_.:el Sertion was continued
until September 1947, with racancies ril'led by bettle ex-
perience”® officers who srere in no aurry to return to Canada.
Col. Stavey began writing his Sketch History from the :
historical reports and naerratives alrcady cowpietsd, alterrat-
ing between N.D.H.Q. and C.M.H.Y.

24 . The Canadian Governmentis desir:s T pursue 2

policy of greater economy caused a new iinict-r of Nstional
Defence (Hor ™-ooke Claxton} to order drastiz reductions

to Navy, arn, ..d Air Force establishments :x asrly Janvar:
1247, He directed that the three historical riograwiat: be
completed by 31 Merch 1948, by which time the ukoboh History
and popular naval and air volumes should bu. r-acy Too -
licetion. Work on the History of the C.E.F, ricu’” terminate
on 31 Merch 1947 (as C.G.S. had earlier recom:iendeu Since
there was no hope of completing it before 1955). On 2 Marcgh
178 the exIsting Hie*orical Cection, a.H.Q. was to bz reduced
te 8 smaller Histori.ul Section (*zneral staff) which would
continue other historical sorik, irnlndire inecivuetion~i
studies. 4lone of the ser..~c¢ r' -"actanen. (), 3hac-s hed a
definite commitment to prodv~c v x0T ey

Ly -
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27. Col. Stacey and the C.G.S, several times discussed
the creation of an Inter-bervice Historicel Section, in view
of the Minister's desire to amalgamate functions common to
the Navy, Army and Air Torce. Since Col. dbtacey's Official
distory was already partially tri-service in nature, he
suggested that key personnel of the N val and ai G&:.otions
be added to his Section to uork on Volume IV, T . C: 20

of Staff Committee postponed a decision on 17 February 1948,
however, and the other two Sections were shortly disbanded
(only to be revived later).

Recent Changes

28, The Canedian army, 1939-1945 was published in

M- 1948. Col. Stacey then commenced Vol., I of the Official
History, while Lt.-Col. Nicholson beEan vork on Vol.II.
These were published in 1955 and 1956 respectively. These
of ficers had been relieved of the responsibility ror re-
viewing and revising draft narretives and reports prepared
within the Section as early as May 1952, when Major T.M.
Hunter was designated “"EditorV. Agitation by the C.nadian
Taglon led the C oinut to decide on 21 June 1956 that a one
vulume history of the C.E.F. should be undertaken by the
Hiszoriocl Scetion. Col, S..cey had earlier stated that
It.~-Chl. Nicholson could commence work towards the end of
1956 and that no additional staff would be required. I. ~'ag
gstimeted that “ic could be carried to the point of
publication within about thres years", Ct:l. Stuoey completed
the draft of Vgl. III ¢» trs OiTicial History early in 1959.
He relinquished the appointment of Director on 31 July 1959,
but he was agreeable to writing Vol. IV on a part time basis,
while lecturing at the University of Tor~nto. Minlsterial
approval was given and arrangements wer. made for members

of the Historlcal Section, A.H.w., the Naval Historian and
the Air Historlan to provide narratives. This work still
contlinues, but there was no need for the new Director, Col,
G.v,L. Nicholson, to have the privilege of direct access to
the C,G.S. The speeial appointment of Executive Officer was
ended. The new Deputy Dlrector, Lt.-Col. H., F. Wood, began
work on a history of the fighting in Korea, where he had
commanded 3 P.P.C.L.I. Early in 1960 the A.L.C. recommended
that the astabllshment be reduced by a major and a captain.
Two offic s due to retire shortly were not replaced. On

1 September 1961 Col. Nicholson retired, but arrangements
were made for him to complete the C.E.F. history on a part-
time basgis, The cartographer also retired and further work
was left to a sgt. Col. G.x.C. Sprung became vVirector of the
Hlstorical Section.

29. Mention should be made of the increasing amount of
vwork done for the Minister's office, senior officers and other
directorates of D.N.D., other government departments,
regimental historians and private citizens. Most inquiries
¢~~~ be answered fairly gquickly by the Inquiry and Research
Svalf, but several official guestions have been answered only


















