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COMBAT GROUPS

The strength of an air force cannot be measured &8 well in terms of either personnel or airplanes &8
in terms of trained fighting units, capub1e of engaging the ensm,y. The unit which has been gensral.ly used
duriJIg World War II has _n the "combat group.. And it was the group which beCSJll8not only the basic meas-
ure of pt"8aent strength but also the planning unit upon which pr-ojected operations were baaed.

The composition of combat groups varies according to the type airplane used. Even for groups equipped
with the same type airplane, the composition differs occasionally because of varying operational require-
ments. FollOll1ng is a table showing the most usual make-up--in both plillles and personnel-of the principle
types of combat units as of 20 February 1945: -

COlrlPOSITI~OF COiIBAXUNITS

Major Number of Number of Men Personnel
Type of Unit Type Airplanes Crews Perof (Including (Including CrewAirplane Reserve) Reserve) Total Officers Enlisted

Very Heavy Bombardment Group•••••••••• B-29 45 60 11 2,078 462 1,616

Heavy Bombardment Group••••••••••••••• B-17, B-24 72 96 9-11 2,261 465 1,796

MediumBombardment Group•••••••••••••. 13-25, B-26 96 96 5-6 1,759 393 1,366

IJ.ght BombardmentGroup••••••••••••••• .1-20, .-26 96 96 3-4 1,304 211 1,093

Single Engine Fighter Group••••••••••• P-40, P-47, 111-126 108-126 1 994 183 811
P-51

Twin Engine Fighter Group••••••••••••• P-38 111-126 108-126 1 1,081 183 898

Night Fighter Squadron ••••••••••.••••• P-61, P-70 18 16 2-3 288 50 238...-Troop Carrier Group................... C-47 80-110 128 4-5 1,837 514 1,323

Combat Cargo Group.................... C-46, C-47 125 150 4 883 350 533

Tactical P~connaissance Squadron •••••• F-6 (P-51), 27 23 1 233 39 194
P-39, P-40
L-4, 1-5

PhotograjiUc Reconnaissance Squadron .• F-5 (P-38) 24 zi 1 347 50 m
Combat Mapping Squadron ••••••••••••••• F-7 (B-24) 18 16 9 474 71 'HI

F-9 (B-17)

In the above table, the organization of reconnaissance squadrons rather than of reconnaissance groups is
shawn because the group does not always comprise the same number or type of squadrOllS. Generally spealdng,
however, three or four squadrons are assigned to a group headquarters, which itself consists of about 25 of-
ficers and 50 enlisted men. Furthermore, the table omits the Air COIIlID8lldoGroup, which is a ccaposite organ-
ization consisting of two reduced strength fighter lIquadrons, one troop carrier squadron and three liaison
lIquadrons, a total of 214 officers and 581 enlisted men. At the peak of the pr-ogram, there were only three
Air Comando Groups, two in ChiDa and India-Burma and one in the Far East Air Forc.s. 'l'b .... tIlree groups are
combined in the following tables with the Troop Carrier Groups because of the relative similarity of their
mission. Four CClllbatCargo Groups, s1In11ar in cClllposition to Troop Carrier Groups and located in Pacific
Theaters, also have been cClllbir,edwith Troop Carriers.

Throughout the war, there were- always a few combat squadrons which were not assigned to a group head-
quarters. These so-called .separate squadrons. have been excluded from the tables that follow. At the peak
of the pr-ogram, in April 1945, there were 65 of these .. parate IqUlldrODS, 25 of which nre recClDl&1saance,
and 16 of which were night fighter squadrons. Fractions of groups shown in the tables indicate group head-
quarters to which fewer than the standard number of squadrons were atteched.
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