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'Ihe clrren! strategy of rucl€ar deterrence based uF.n tbe thleat
of retaliation it is sut'lect to a
nlnjrer ol destabilizins facLors in the neit 'J.ne.ation. Thc u,s.

oI , "' "io. errence ;nd --ru - a ltcct o ' lFo
nodernization of i!s strategic forccs and Lv malinq sisniflcant
arms redrction proposals. rhe s.viet union's unuillingn€ss thus
far to consider true alns redrctions,
stiateqi. offensive necessttated
actio'a to D.eserve capabilities- NsDDs 12, 13, an'i
9r estabris; adni.!stration policl' on strateqic f'r'es
modErrization and nucleat reapons emplovm€nt
.ortinued adheren.e to tne concept of rnclea! det€rrcnce as tbe
mea.s for pt.tectinq the security of the United stat€s and ou!

Nev tecnn.logj€s apF.ar t. oile! lhe Fossibility of hclping
ewertually eiinjn.te the nost destabtlizinq threat to lhe u s. and
its a]]ics, ballistic hissile .ttack. The technolcgv and poLicv
studies lnderta]{€r in response to NssD 6 3l hawe.onflrm€d that a
daf..sc .g:inst balristic .r!ssi1e attack ni.Jht
deweloDed and could :1ay a .ritical lore in .nhancing deterrence.
The De?ensive Techloloqics study des.ribcd a te.hnology prosian of
P"O ".o d-. h ,ar, -.-n.u" y
proceed ,ith development of a balli5ttc nissile deferse systen.
csi

Theic is also gro'inq concern over a lotential soviet breakout
fron ih€ a!r.l rre:ty. nwidenc. of soviet efforts t. .leveroP a
balli.tic nissile deferse catability nakes it incDnbert n on the
u.s, Lo d. iis utnost !o acqnire its o'n stratcsi. dere.se
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However, gtven tle uncertain long-tern futule .f offensive
deterrenc;, r beliere that also be nace to identlfv
alternativ. means of deterring nucleax Far and protectrng our
nati.nal secutity int€rests. In larticuLar, the u.s should
inlcstiEate the f€asibility shifting ioward reliarce
. .". - ;. ." i Po 'bl'
b n-!.'-.b p.L.ry'odr-d " "'"" ". \'
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A comitted technology deveropnent and denonstration effort mlst
be Dnderta*cn befole any .lecision to ploce€d !o engineering desiqn
ol a sr rdreglc oe!ens-ve sy- er can De con' -.1P14-eo, lJve
decided to initiate a tocused program to denonstrate the technical
feasib ity of enhancing d€terr€nce and thereby reducing the rist o{
I L-lea rdr ! ough , crear- dcfFn" v sc'- odlc
capabilities, The fo1losing acttons wilI be inplenented
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optioDs as one possible response to a soviet bleakout. unilateral
sowiet acquisition of an effective defensive capability rculd
contlont thc !.s. and irs allies with the real tnreat of luclear
olcckhair dd pol ticdr/nrlird'y co-J.ion

The u,S. witl lndertak€ a cohprehen6ive plogran to develop
and denonsirate key technol09ies associated ,ith concepts fo!
defense againEt bal!istic hissires, Th€ technology plan
identified by the Defensiwe Technologies Study shoulat serwe
as the gcneral guide for initiating this prosran, N
fhe ballistic hissile defense proglaft nlst be carerully
coordinated uith other straLeqic d€fe.se progr.ns. The
inplicEtions of a cohbihation of lctive lnd pas6tve defense

also be corsidered, (9.1

The DePartnent of Dcfense sha11 nanaEe the str.tegic atefense
p'oqrar, 'fle se-!eEarr of De'.nse sl"lt b- -sponsiolc Io
th qLra ca:c d, ferse F-o9!ar cnd j i etuesL.d
specifi. managenent structule to implement the prosrafr, The
progldh mnagei sh.ll report directly to the sec!€tary of
Defense regu]llIy .nd shall be plovided wttb authorities and
r4.pons-b-. t.ie. ujEh Lhe high prio!.'y of I is
inttiative. The secletary of Defense shall recomend the
level of fulding required e6ch year to neet prograh
objectives atd be resPonsible fo. Ptesentins the requeBt to
Consrcss. the Secletary of Defensc shall periodically report
Froqress in ach.p/.ns p 09!en oDJccr r.es Eo he PrFsiden . \r
The stlategic defense initiativc aill place principal
enphasis o. tachnolog.ies involving nonnuclear kiIl co.ceprs,

new strategic defense conccpts utiliztnq nuctear
devices shoald continue as a hedqc aqainsr a sovier aBtr

lhe stlateqic defense lroglaF snall prorect tne option of
near-teh dePloyment of a linited BMD capability (.o!-
nuclea! if possible) as onc possible interin response Co
sovtet BMD breartout. (E)
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The senior Int-.rasencv Group-Defense P.licy (sIG-D!) , throuqh
an interagency proqrah of studies, utll continue its effort
to define ald evaluat€ the pofitical and nilitary

r s. and Allied
national securlty and 'i11 closety coorainate its work
rhe 5! ratcqic d-fpns. PLD and deno^sr rar ion progrcm. c{)

to sssess devalopi€nts in soviet
se on an annual basis and shall a
adeqDacy of oD! capabilities to

recast developFents in both sovie
se and defense technoloqies. (l)

?. ?h€ Director of
ehphasl€ on ou!
ballistic nissi
conduct a revte

ballistic niss I
Tbe stlategic d€fense iritiative slall be plesentca in tbe FYa5
dere.se budget proposal as a lludent ih!]en€ntation of the
r.coTerddrions of rhe D.f.rsivc re.hnolosrcs srudy Fport,
statencnis describlnq the siratesic dcfeise i'itiative shoulC b€
1or ]iey and.losely coordinat.d to eneur€ that an accurate pictlre
of tie natule ald scope of this i&D effoit is presonted to the

Tnis NSDD supplants prsvio!s 9uidarce r€9ardl!9 tne strategic
defense initlative. (\
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