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MESORARDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUSJECT: Request for Authority to Provide Atomis
"eapons {or Y.K. Alr Defense lorcea.

Disoussions with the Unlted Kingdom at the military
level have revealed that it is technicsally fesaslible to
equip HRoyal air Force Lightning interceptor alrcraft with
the U. S. UFHIE roocket narryin: an atomic warhead =»nd thus
grestly improve the air Jefense of the United .ingdom and
important elements of the U. 5. strategl: offensive onused
therein as well ags the ¥Af's:rike forces, UDeclslon by the
mited iingdom to produvce the Liphtning alroraft to bolster
a8 rather inade;juate air derenae 'y:tem 1Is largely contlngent
upon the terms under whilsh the ‘inited '-tates willl provide
NIl rocketa. .
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Al yod lmow, errangements exist whereny U. 5. nuclenr
warheada stored in the United Kingdom may be ninde avmllable
for expenditure by HA: strike forsmes pursusnt to mutuslly
agreed operational plsns and iln ascordance wlth joint
decision uy the two Governments. It i1s practicable 1In tue
case of tue U. K., IRB:'s and thelr bomber for:zes for the
Unitel States to retaln full custody and control of the
Ve S, war.easds allonated tor these systems until you auvthor-
ize their relesse and Lraunsfer.
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These existing arrangenents cannot be apglied to tus
British interceptor airecralt because of the 1llielinocod
tney may be ro«juired teo Lske de.sn-ive naticn mpalnst
hostile airc:saft on very short notlse before Presicentlal
authorization tor the trauasler of wespons &2 theunlted
alngdor may Le obtelne:. rfocordingly, 1f tihe uvritlisn
alrornlt nre to nave the sarie opersatlional cepavillity sa
e So aliroratt snder tne commend of HOHAL, austhorlzation
for the delivery ot the wespons to U. K. personnel without
rainteining the precent degree of phyaleal nustody by
Us %, personnel will be required. #e velieve tuat this zen
be ascomplished wituln the acope of the law vy ireans o1
your autihiorization ol the u:e ol atomis wessons by srltish
foroes under specliled conditionw, fkor alr vefenze of tue
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United Kingdomlan;.tge tnited States forces therein,

together with a governmental agreement based on the
following conceptsa: :

(a) Tie United States will retain ownership to the
weapons, inocluding the right to evacuate or demolish them.

(b) The United States will naintain custody of the
weapons at all times while they are on the ground, includ-
ing the time when they are lodded on U. K. alroraft, snd
will suthorize these weapons for carrisge by U. K. military
adroralft in flight only when the RAF has declared a state
of alert based on criteria eguivalent to criteria for a
U.' S, declaration of "Air .Defense Readineas' or higher
gtate of alert (elther of.which constitutes a atate of : T
meximum air resdiness) and such state of alert is conflrmed
by USCINCEUR or higher authority. '

{c) The United States will authorize expenditure of
these weapons aﬁuinst a8 target when the RAF has declared
such target as “hostile® and this identification has been
confirmed by USCINCEUR or his representative under the
provision of rules of interception and engagement mutually
agreed upon by the Government of the United Statea snd the
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We recommend that you approve the attached authoriza-
tion for expenditure and the negotiation of an agreement
with the government of the United Kingdom based on the
concepts set forth above.

If you spprove thia proposal and so desire, we will
jointly inform the Congressionsl Joint Committee éh Atomlc
Energy at such time as you deem appropriate.
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PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORIZATIOHN

AUTHORXZATION FOR THE EXPE:DITURE OF U, 8. ATOMIC WEAPONS
IR TRE
AIR DEFPENSE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ARD U, S« FURCL8 THERELN

Resognixing that the United Btates, in implementation
of the North Atlantis Treaty and in aoccordance with bilatarsl
sgresments, has besed important elemsnts of 1its military
foroes in the United Kingdom, it is essantlal that the
beat posalble air defense lor the protecticn of these
foraes and Royul Air Foree strike forces be provided.

Acscordingly, I deem it neceasary in the 1:terest of
natlonal defense within the meaning of ssatfon 91b{1)
of the Atowic Energy Act of 19654, as amended, that the
use of U, 3, air defense weapo..s insorporating atomie
warheads ba puthorized in tue air defense of thne United
Bingéom and U, S. forees therein by U, XK. forces, in
roocrdance with the oouncepts set forth in tine Joint
nemurandun of the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of State to the Premident on this subjeat dated
and sugsh use iz jiereby authorized.

The foregoing authoriszation will come into effect
when the nscesaary arrang-rents, including rules of
intereeption and engagement, heve besn negotiated with -
the appropriate suthorities of the United Ringdem by
the Dopartment of Defense in ccordination with the
Depart.ent of State and nave been submitted to and
approved by the President.




