'ESORANDUY FOR THE SEPUTY SECHETALY OF DEFSYNSE
SUBJECTt (U) Weapon Oystems Information

1. At the briefing on Yonday, 13 July, on selected Alr
force Weapons and the Cbjective Force, you evidenced furthor
interest in the !inutecan and P-108 Weapon Systems. The attached
inclosures contaln the information you requested.

2. In spscifie regard to the F-1C8, a mors camplete briei-
ing has been prepared on the requirement for the syaten and status
of its dovelopmant. The briefing requires 45 minutes. This pre-
santation can be scheduled for you at your conveniance.
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It haa been stated Tepeatedly that too much of our de
has been Programued intg what appears to b

Ranned bomber. The Alr Yarce, in fact
intercept ora drastically. SpecificalJJ, in 1957 ye
fighter interceptors for 1963

this figure to 2000 1n 1963
fareseeable future, hovever

were plann.tn,g on 5200

have cut frog
» With further reductions by 1970, ror the

» 1t appears that there w111 continue tgo be,
against this nation, The
»000 faet altitude gt speed of

What 1s Perhaps not clearly ucderstood ia that the r-1
a4 camplete departure from contem

to oruise at 2000 MPH (to 1ts fyu1) ranga)

for safe takeoff and landing, or special ip

Tou will note there are no funds {n our Fr-60 Program for contemporary
interceptors, FI-59 bought out the last of the F-106 and r-101 .

We are Placing dependence on the F-108 to meet the requirements for a
ti-purpcae fighter alreraft for the future, Oyr funding requested in
our FY-60 Program provides for development, of this aircrart as a long-range
interceptor and air defanse missile launcher, . Its abllity to Cruise oyt

Or patrol far beyond fixed defenses ang chall

enge marauders far from oup
orders is in Consonance with the Alr Porce

approach to air defense in
depth. The advanced perfarmance of the r-108

41 optimm balance and effactive r
eir Capabilities, 7In short, the

threatening the West, whether Banned aircraft or mi
Soviet tarritory, not ours,

In Jumary, it is the only really new i

f attack makeg it, in oy Judgment, one of
Our most important N6V veapons, . : N
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YINUTEMAN WSADON SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

early 1955 to define the basic requirements and capabilitieg
of weapay Systems bhased ogn solid propelilant missiles, fThig

Tperational advantages of sSelid pbropellant rocket englines
lasic research and development of solid propellants
initiated by the .iir Force, was €xpanded at severa] iadus-
trial compantes ¢t determine rhe leasibility of buillding
engines of the required specifications for 1CBM application,
Concurrently effort was applied ln the many other technical
problem areas, yuch as, thrust vector control, thrust tep.
mivation, solid propellant gus power generators, guidance,
ete,

2. The Navy DOLARIS ur. ¢ Army PLRSKFING, as well as the
Alr Porce MINUTEMAN Programs have drawn upon these develop-
went efforts, at the present time all three Services,
through coordination and liaison, have integrated the ir

MINUTEMAN missile, having beeg configured some 18 moaths
Subsequent to the POLARIS, hag incorporated the advances in
the State-of-the~art made available during this tipe pPeriod,
The MINUTEMAN development program has in the pPast and wil)
coatinue to rely heavily on the development and testing of
the POLARIS system, In addition, due to-the very limited
industrial capability available at the beginning of the
MINUTEMAN Program, it has ag a8 primary objective the
development and production of this System without interfer-
ence to other missile programs,
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MINUTEMAN Weapon System Development Objectives, contd

assurance that maximum advantage is being taken of each other's
programs with a minimum of duplication and/or interference,
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