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Dear Mr. President:

The procedures established for the transfer of atomic weapons {rom
the Atomic Energy Commission to Department of Defense custody in en emer-
gency have been a matter of concern to tho Department of Defense for some
time. As demonstrated in the June, 1955, practice alert, there exists
the possibility of serious delays in the authorigation and notification
procedures even under corditions where the normal functions of the
responsible cfficials have not been disturbed by actual or impending
hostile attack. Bearing in mind that weapons transfer is an essential
preparatory operation and does not in any way imply authority to use the
weapons, the Department considers it essential that steps be taken to
eliminate all sources of possible delay or confusion in the transfer
procedures which might oompromise our readiness to react to an attack or
threat of attack.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff on consideration of the problem have
suggested thal the transfer of weapons between the Atomic Energy Commission
and the Department of Defense be made under the following conditions:

a. Normal peacetime,
b. Urgent peacetime, and
c. Defense emergency.

In the event of urgent peacetime conditions wherein releases are required
aarlier than would be possible wxler normal peacetime procedures {by memo-
randum), verbal or telerhonic requests for transfer authorization will be
used by the Secretary of Defense to you, which wouid be followed by your
telephonic arproval to the Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, and the
Secretary of Defensa., Memoranda would follow each step.

In the case of the Defense Emergency, three conditions are suggested:

a. A major attack bty a member of the Sino-Soviet Bloc is made upon
United States forces overseas or on Allied forces in any theater, and is
confirmed by the cormander of a United States unified or specified command
or higher authority. .
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p. An overt attack of any type i3 made upon the United States,
and 18 confirmed by the commander of 2 unified or specified command Or

higher authority.

C. A condition of njir Defense Readiness" or apir Defense Ewer-

goncy" is declared by CINCORAD or nigher authority, or nAir Defeuse
Warning YELLOW' or "Warning RED" is issued or confirmed by CINCOMAD or

Under any of thesse three conditiocns, transfer is to be automatic.

We approve of the transfer of custody under the corditions out-
lined. By appropriate administrative procedures we can insure that the
declaration of Defense Emergency will resuwit in authoritative notifica-
tion so that the automatic transfer of all {inished weapon3 in Atomic
Energy Cosmlssion custody to Department of Defenss custody will be
assured. Thess weapons, at the end of the emergency, would be re

to Atomic Energy Commission custody.

We have attached for your consideration a draft of a mutually
satisfactory directive for the automatic transfer of wespons.

With great respect, wo are
Faithfully yours,
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Chairman, Atomic Energy Deputy Secretary of Defense
Commd.ssion

The President

The White House
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