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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF Q° STAFIF
UMITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D. C,

!
‘ UJ;I:

38 FEB i559
MEMORANTAUM FOR THE CHIEF QOF STATFF, USAF
{U)-Vulnerabiliiy of;éﬁﬁ"Bombgrs in Early 1960's
\—_ I

1. Oa 12 February 1959, the Air Force Council considered
& presentation by the Deputy Chief of Staff, Qprerations on the
above subject in response to questions submitted by Dr.-Killian,
Scientific Advisor to the President (TAB a). e

2., The Council noted that:

4. Messures presently being taken to enhance our
bomber force survival include ground elert, dispersal, and
bardening of SAGE centers, selected SAC Hqs, aand Eq NORAD.
Further, z2n airkborne alert concept is presently being tested.

b. Study and development programs are being continued
in an efiort to increase the survivability of the bomber force.
in addition, an overall study, expected to ke comppleted within
8ix months, will provide more dafinitive answers to questions
concerning the manned bomber survival Troblen.

C. Tke bomber survival problem has been complicated
by the advent of operational ICBY's.

d. Preliminary costs to provide energzncy toke-off
Strips and aircraft protective shelters capable of withstanding
200 P31 overpressures are estimated as follows:

(1) 3103.8 million per B-52 ¥ing (30 bombers).

(2) $1.45 billion for the B-52 Torce of 14 Wings
{420 pbombers).

€. Hardening was compared to altarnate means of
survival in terms of systems, theiyx avallability, effective—
ness, limitations and estimated costs (TAB B).
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Hemo forxr C/S, subj: (U) Vulnerability of SAC Bombers in
Fariy 1960's

3. The Council agreed that the proposed briefing, with
minor modifications (TAB C), should be presented to Dr ¥illian.

3 Iacls CURTIS E..LeMAY
TAB A--Guestions Sub- General, U.” S. Air Force
mitted by Chairman, Air Force Council
Dr. Killian
TAB B--Comparison of
Alternatives

TAE C--Pecomnmended Yods.
to Proposed Briefing

NOTED:FEB ] giomg 1959
THOMAS D, WHITE

Chief of gtaf?
Uaited States Ailxr Force

AFC 8/2
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QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY DR. KILLIAN

boes the Air Force believe in hardening SAC
boabers? )

8. IX yes, what are the plans?
b. If no, why not? What are tha alternatives?
What axe the costs of hardening?

How do the cosgsts of hardening compare with the
costs of other methods of survival?p

¥hat are SAC's views of the operational problems

which may be encountered in operating from a
bardened configuration?

PN =Nl W =y

TAB A
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RECOMMENDXD MODIFXCATIONS TO Coe
PRESENTATION ON "VULNERABILITY
OF SAC BOMBERS IN EARLY 1969

Dalete the phrase "microscopic dispersal" or explain it
in concise angd understandable language,

In referring to cost figures, emnphasis should bhe placed

on the tentative and pPreliminary nature of these estinates,
rather than imply firm cost estimates.

ment Programs,

Emphasize-the #ltermn s _to hardenins that are available
to increase komber force Survi ility.

Make it clear that the Air rorce has lomng studied the
bomber survivability problem and has taken action con-
sistent with established priorities,

Pelete the term "low accuracies" or further explain it,

EXF., 200
R TRRE TITLL
W2 qe 19 13 4
coLreale
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