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26 July 1955

Major General ¥rank A, Armstrong, Jr.
Commander

Second Air Force

Barksdale Air Force Base

Louisianz

Dear Frank:

Your letter of 18 July represents a lot of gearching thought and is
appreciated. I and my top staff have taken several daye to give it the
thorough consideration I feel it deserves. 1 will comment in some detail
to demonstrate the background for my decisions and precent point of view,
(UNCL)

I consider victory in the air batile will determine the decision in
any future war. All offensive air power must be effectively employed
against the air battle objectives to win this victory ae quickly and de-
cisively as possible, (CONFIDENTIAL)

I am concerned about the low level of the thezaters' offensive air
force potentizl for contributing to our major task of destroying the enemy
capability to deliver high yield weapone 2gzinst the United Stztes and her
alliee. The forces in the advanced areas are aleo extremely vulnerable
to Soviet attack, I consider SAC to be a backup force for the limited
theater czpability with the probability SAC will conduct a great majority
of the active operatione in winning the air battle., {TOP SECRET)

It ie obviouc that we must plan for the effective employment of the
B-47 and KC-97 force for the next few years. During this period we will
be dependent upon intermediate bases to support the tankers andfor
bombers and your point on vulnerability of these bases is well taken.
This is a2 source of constant concern of the entire command., Loss of
overseas baser will correspondingly reduce the scale of our offensive
effort and increase the time required to produce 2 given number of
effective strikes. Assuming the lose of the icland bases and a mzjor

portior. of our prepzred baces in the North African-Spanish-Mediterranean

arez, the late production modele of the B-47 will atill have the capability
of taking off from or staging through Hunter Air Force Base or several
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Lases in the nerthesst 2reas, and fly non-stcp to such bases as may be
available in Zpain or Nerth Africa. Enwploying a “fullhousc" type staging
cperatiug through there advanced bases, it seems probable we could
gtrile tke Soviet target system, (TOP SECRET)

Tkis type operation, of course, requires bzser with 2 minimum
support capability in Spain, North Africa, and the Mediterranezn area.
The prerent totcl number of programmed baser in thit area we botk
recognize et being inadequate, The S5th Air Divieion briefed me on the
proposel to survey additionzl bases in their overseas arez of reppongi-
bility when I visited French Moroceo last April. I was receptive to the
proposal at that time, Colonel Thorpe discussed this subject with you
and your stzff and later presented certzin proposals to my staff on the
ML ol June. The zcquirition of additional minimum support bases through-
out the arcs would greatly Increase our operationzl flexibility and the
probability of placing more effective wecpons on assigned targets,
Unfortunztely, information from the Air Force as our Executive Agent
indicatet it will not be possible for us to get base rights in most countries
under active considerzticn within the rezr future. Ve cannot plan on
an imumediatc survey within those countries, There are also actions
under way whick prohibit the survey of additional bases in Spzin at this
time. If more survey catz iz required on bases or bate locations in
French Morocco and you can get the concurrence of 17th Air Force in
the conduct of tkese eurveys, you are encouraged to gather the required
information, (TOP SECRET)

Pact experience has conclusively proved that after a unit is placed
overecst it very quickly begins to lose its effective combat polentizl,
&nd by the ernd of the fizst yezr, 1 em convinced, the combat potential
would be degraded to the point that the locs of the two winge from our
relatively high ZI potential weould make this movement unprofitable, In
addition, tke overall support required for overceas deployment is in
excecs of what the Air Force can afford, North African bages will be
especially vulnerable te attzck if ninety B-47's £re permanently stationed
therec, (SEZCRET)

The ckoice I must make it between the prebable lose of thie combat
capzbility if located on the North Africen bzte complex and the probability
of having the ninety E-47's intact in the United States with a quectionable
capebility of cffectively empleying ther against the as3igned Soviet
objectives, This ic not e cary decielon. I choose to retain the force
in the United Statec with 2 probability of employing them at the ezrliest
poeeible time in the war, (TOP SECRET)
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We must develop 2 true intercontinental bombing capability ac
quicKly ar poesible. Although we continuzlly preec {for an increzze in the
production of 6-52's and supporting jet tankers, it will be eeverzl years
before we can porsibly realize even the minimum level in the SAC in-
ventory th=t I conrider nececrary, Looking even further into the future,
we must realize a follow=-on strategic bomber to the B-52 which will not
be limited in range. It must hzve better perfcrmance, grezter bombing
accuracy, and the bect poseible penetration capability, (SECRET)

I am hopeful that the word "agereseion” will be redefined and
accepted by the United Naticne, The new definition, in my opinion,
must recognine that we are now living ir an age when it can no lenger be
an issue of morelity that a nation muet recelve the first physical blow
before it can reepond with force; in fzct, the first blow can now signal
the end of a conflict rather than a beginuing, Therefore, certzin enemy
actiont short of war shoulé constitute sufficient threzt to the nNON-3gEressos
nzatior that it would be justified in launchiry direct attack, at leact on
enemy strategic air power, to forectzll ite own Cisaster. If this new
philoscephy can be accepted, it might well give uc the sclutior to miany
of our current problems. (SCCRET) ‘

Sincerely,

CURTIE E, LellAY
General, USLF
Commander in Chief
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