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6 JUN 1955 :
General N. F. Tﬂining, EAF col W&E
Chief of Staff 4290
United Stetes Afr Foree
Weshington 25, D, C. Typed 3Tun55/avw
Dear Nate,

After atudying the muclear weapons allocation for U.S. forces
for FY 1956, I an comvinced that Politicsl considerations and inter-

This command has the only force with a Froven capebility to
deliver an atomic weapon regapdlers of weather or tize of day. It
haz the only foroe capsble of striking the enery if our advsnced
bases are dertroyed by surprise attack and/or sebotege, or are denfed
e 'by politicel consideretionz. It has the only eontrol structure
which will permit launching e fully coordineted strike. And yet
one-third of the combat reedy SAC force 15 left without weapons in
order to satisfy the desires of thester commanders,

I cannot see bow this decision can be Justified.

In effect, it
indicates that more weight 1s being piven to ho

1ding & defensive line
attacks on U,S. cities.

It 1mplies thet there ir ag ereat & threat involved &n retrest in any
It mrans the iwericap people

heve invested m$1liops of dollars in eirer: -t and air erewe for which

colleteral plans have Bot provided ample veapons,

I feel certain thot the FY 56 allocetion ie

Eise, And wvhen the furvival of the mstion 4= at
cen be Justi{ffed,

2 result of compro-
steke, no comprozise
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Ag you are awere, 1 have never committed atoric weapons to wy
strategic fighter vings. 7his was not beccuse these wingss leck the
capctllity to deliver wapons, but rather because careful snalysis
discloses that the B-L7 can match every capebllity of the fighter, is
not resiricted by weather and range considerations, and provides at
least 10Cf more yield for the criticel meteriel invested., Bo long ae
nuclear materisl ia eritical, good Judgment dictates thet the bouber
be glven priority in wespon sssignrent ahead of any other delivery
vehicle, If the task of winning the air battle is to enjoy the pri-
ority it deserves, thoee sirstegic fighter winge which can be main-
tsiped on rotation &n forward arees should be furnished weapons before
the support of ground combat is considered. Through the SAC control
structure, attacks by SiC fighiers cen be coordinated so as to enhance
the penetration by the bomber force. Tsrgets they can attack include
commice‘rhions centers, air defense forces, and enexy radars.

But not one weapon should be ellocated to these fighters, or to
the theater, wntil every corbateresdy SAC bomber is furnished a high-
yield weapon to perform its inftiel wiseion.

I strongly urge that the following action be taken on an emergency
priority besis:

&. 411 Charlie and Dog capsules and all TH weapons in the JOS
reserve be apeciﬁcall,y allocated to this ecommend through 30 Junme 1956.

b, An additional 70 Baker capsules in the JCS reserve be allo-
cated to thie command through 31 Decenber 1955,

Ouly through this action can we be assured that each SiC bomber
;and each S4C fighter on rotation have st least ome atoric weapon allo-
ceted to acconplieh the first assigned mission and are supported by
‘realistic deployment and pickup schedules.

Sincerely,
— CURTIS E. LeMAT
r ‘FiTF‘?‘Qn General, ISAF
Rl S Em Commander in Chief
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